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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 3 Jan 1991         Volume 16 : Issue 1

Today's Topics:

              Administrivia - Happy New Year!,
	      Books - Anderson (5 msgs) & Cherryh (2 msgs) &
                      Hogan & MacAvoy (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 3 Jan 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

Well, here it is, the beginning of a new year.  I hope everyone's holidays
were pleasant and peaceful.  Here's wishing everyone a happy and healthy
new year!

As usual, at the start of the new year I'm full of ideas and plans that
will probably never quite get off the ground but, I'm sure that the year
will see a number of changes, hopefully all for the better and at least
half of the plans come to fruition.  As they happen, you'll see the
announcements here.

And now, it is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 20:10:04 GMT
From: davew@phoenix.cis.ohio-state.edu (The Master)
Subject: New Poul Anderson Novel

   The other day I decided to pick up a Poul Anderson book, or, if indeed I
could find any at all (Usually there are only a thousand Piers Anthony
books in the 'A' section ;-)) I was surprised to find a new publication,
"The Boat of a Million Years".  It's a rather large novel published by TOR.
Has anybody read it, and if so what do you think of it?  The last Anderson
novel I saw was around 1983 and is called "The Avatar".  Both of these
books have a familiar selling line, "This is the Anderson book we've all
been waiting for!"  That in itself makes me wary to buy it.  "The Avatar",
like most Anderson books, went out-of-print quickly never to be seen again.

   He also has a separate "Man-Kzin Wars" book out from Baen Books.  I
wanted to buy it, but after reading the first two "Man-Kzin Wars" books I
didn't want to sink any more money into it.

Dave White

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 20:27:41 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: New Poul Anderson Novel

Boat of a Million Years is quite good, though it is in many ways three
distinct books. The first one, which constitutes the first 2/3 of the book,
which is set in our past, is very good - one of the best things Anderson
has written. The middle section, set in present day, is OK, but nothing
spectacular. The final section, set in the future, is intriguing, but far
too short.

Overall, the book is quite worth reading. I only wish he'd spent as much
time with the last section as he had with the first. If he had, this could
well have been his best book.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 04:51:19 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: New Poul Anderson Novel

<davew@phoenix.cis.ohio-state.edu> writes:
>The other day I decided to pick up a Poul Anderson book, or, if indeed I
>could find any at all (Usually there are only a thousand Piers Anthony
>books in the 'A' section ;-)) I was surprised to find a new publication,
>"The Boat of a Million Years".  It's a rather large novel published by
>TOR.  Has anybody read it, and if so what do you think of it?  The last
>Anderson novel I saw was around 1983 and is called "The Avatar".
 
 What a coincidence, I just finished reading it this morning. 
 
 All in all I think it's worth the six bucks or whatever ridiculously high
price they're charging for paperbacks these days. Given the plot of the
story (to spoil it as little as possible, it deals with several immortal
humans and how they deal with themselves and the world of ordinary
mortals), the book starts out reading like a series of short
historical-fiction stories, for which Anderson appears to have done his
homework very well. He thoughtfully provides us with a listing of the
approximate date of each chapter's occurrence, and a glossary of place
names which have changed since the setting of the story.  The last two
chapters are where the actual science fiction starts to come into play, and
could really stand as a novel on their own.
 
 The book is a good but not inspired look at the theme of immortality, with
an interesting twist towards the end. I don't expect deep insights from
Poul Anderson, but I do expect enjoyable, fast-paced SF, and this he
delivers well.

>He also has a seperate "Man-Kzin Wars" book out from Baen Books.  I wanted
>to buy it, but after reading the first two "Man-Kzin Wars" books I didn't
>want to sink any more money into it.
 
I'd say that's a smart move.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 02:09:42 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: New Poul Anderson Novel

<davew@phoenix.cis.ohio-state.edu> writes:
>The other day I decided to pick up a Poul Anderson book ...  I was
>surprised to find a new publication, "The Boat of a Million Years".  ...
>Has anybody read it, and if so what do you think of it?

I just finished it.  I enjoyed it, not as much as I have enjoyed other Poul
Anderson books (Where's Adzel, Chee Lan, David Falkyn, and "Muddlin'
Through" when you need 'em?) but well enough that I'm not sorry I got it.
It has a strong ending, but it seems to go all the way 'round the mulberry
bush to get there.

That's not entirely fair.  The historical sections of the book are probably
necessary to set up that ending, and they were interesting enough in and of
themselves.  A couple of conflicts seemed to have been just dropped rather
than settled, but I think that was deliberate.  After all, an immortal
*can* just drop out of sight until all his enemies die of old age.

>He also has a seperate "Man-Kzin Wars" book out from Baen Books.

I haven't seen that, but I read his entries in MKW-I - MKW-III, and liked
them a lot.  Does the separate book have anything in it that wasn't in the
collections?  (I'm **REALLY** **SICK** of Baen making me buy 3/4 of a book
of old stuff to get 1/4 of a book of new stuff!)

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!headland!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 16:43:11 GMT
From: kolchak@INS (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: New Poul Anderson Novel

davew@phoenix.cis.ohio-state.edu  writes:
> The other day I decided to pick up a Poul Anderson book, or, if indeed I
> could find any at all (Usually there are only a thousand Piers Anthony
> books in the 'A' section ;-)) I was surprised to find a new publication,
> "The Boat of a Million Years".  It's a rather large novel published by
> TOR.  Has anybody read it, and if so what do you think of it?  The last
> Anderson novel I saw was around 1983 and is called "The Avatar".  Both of
> these books have a familiar selling line, "This is the Anderson book
> we've all been waiting for!"  That in itself makes me wary to buy it.
> "The Avatar", like most Anderson books, went out-of-print quickly never
> to be seen again.
>
> He also has a separate "Man-Kzin Wars" book out from Baen Books.  I
> wanted to buy it, but after reading the first two "Man-Kzin Wars" books I
> didn't want to sink any more money into it.

   I picked up a hardbound of "Boat" about a year ago at a local
convention, where both Andersons talked about the research they did in
writing it.
  Much of the book owes its existence to Anderson's tremendous interest in
history, and his desire to visit places that were of great importance in
antiquity; he and Karen charged all over the world, notebooks in hand,
digging up stuff that went into the book.
  I love the writing, I love the evocation of other ages and places, I love
the tremendous attention to detail.  It's a very impressive piece of work.
I do *not* think it's Anderson's best, but I've never regretted a penny of
the money I spent on it, since P.A.'s rock-bottom worst is leagues beyond
the rest of the field; and this is pretty *good* Anderson.
 
  You comment on "THE AVATAR," which is another I picked up in hardbound.
This book is a similar travelogue and analysis; the Microcosm in a Lost
Exploration Ship.  (Remember, the single best example of this plot ever
achieved was "TAU ZERO," by Anderson, a Hugo winner.  P. Schuyler Miller
said something like, "Now it's finally been done, and everyone else who has
been attempting this sort of thing can crawl quietly away and die" in his
review.  (Don't quote that; I'm remembering a line from twenty years back,
since my ANALOG collection is packed away, and I can't refer to it.) )
   "THE AVATAR" is a lovely novel, with everything in it.  My sole carp on
it was the implication that maturity and one-ness with the universe cannot
be achieved using mechanical/electronic/computer extensions of the human
senses; Anderson's cyborg pilot finally realizes she is following the
Wrong Path, and has to be more Social.  (That's not a major plot thread, so
it doesn't ruin the book for me; but I would honestly expect that many
variant approaches to greater awareness would be acceptable to the "gods.")
  A couple of years later, Anderson reversed his earlier position on nature
vs. tech in "ORION SHALL RISE," his lovely refutation of the idea that the
Maurai Confederacy would be the be-all and end-all of global life-styles;
this relieved me greatly, because I've always felt that there's room for a
LOT of things in the universe.  (Anderson, with his hard-science background
in astronomy and physics, and his bard's interest in language,
anthropology, and biology, has always been a writer who can function in
many milieux; for that reason I had become somewhat worried when I seemed
to see him heading in what I could only describe as an "anti-tech"
direction.  Plenty of room for ALL the goodies, no need to squat in the
dirt without light and power..!!)
  If you haven't read the following books by Poul Anderson, they are highly
recommended:
 
   THREE HEARTS AND THREE LIONS
   OPERATION CHAOS
   A MIDSUMMER TEMPEST
   UN-MAN and OTHER STORIES
   THE WAR OF THE WING-MEN  (a.k.a. "THE MAN WHO COUNTS")
   THE HIGH CRUSADE
   TAU ZERO
   THE QUEEN OF AIR AND DARKNESS
   AWARD WINNERS  (a collection of award-winning novellas and stories)
   THE AVATAR
   THE BOAT OF A MILLION YEARS
   THE MAKESHIFT ROCKET   (a.k.a. "A BICYCLE BUILT FOR BREW")
   EARTHMAN'S BURDEN  (with Gordon Dickson)
   TRADER TEAM
   TIME PATROL  (a.k.a. "THE GUARDIANS OF TIME")
   BRAIN WAVE
   The Flandry collections:
      ENSIGN FLANDRY
      A CIRCUS OF HELLS
      AGENT OF THE TERRAN EMPIRE
      FLANDRY OF TERRA
      A STONE IN HEAVEN
 
And so forth, and so on.  I have never picked up a book with the name "POUL
ANDERSON" on the spine that was a waste of my time or money.  Note that
Anderson doesn't care WHAT you call his work, as long as you read it; he
seems to be mainly an SF writer, but his fantasy work has been the
center-point of modern fantasy writing, and much of his work can only be
referred to as "fantabulation," since he enjoys working with mythical
archetypes as much as magic and technology.

  His excursions into Larry Niven's universe in the Man-Kzin Wars books
have been quite good work; I enjoyed them immensely.  Sorry you don't like
them, but perhaps they'l work better for you when collected into one
volume.

  The man is, quite simply, the best writer working in the field, and the
fact that he continues to function with respect for his work and his
readers, at an age when most are retired and sucking beer in front of the
TV in the old folks' home, is just one of the Good Things about being
alive waiting for whatever he chooses to write next!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 17:30:05 GMT
From: Mary_K._Gregory.ES_M2@xerox.com
Subject: Cherryh - Forty Thousand In Gehenna/Cuckoo9s Egg

I enjoyed both of these books tremendously.  But do you know what / when or
if there will be a sequel?  I have not read Downbelow Station or the other
Union/Alliance books and can tell there will be many good books to catch up
on.  My experience with Cherryh were the Chanur series ( which was a true
delight for character exploration), Cuckoo's Egg and Forty Thousand In
Gehenna.  This is an author I'll want to read.  

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 17:04:00 GMT
From: john@nmt.edu (John Shipman)
Subject: Merovingen Nights (was Re: Cyteen & Downbelow Station)

Rod Johnson (rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu) writes:
>I know Angel with a Sword has a chronology in it, but I
>could never bring myself to buy it.

I really like this book and the six shared-world ``Merovingen Nights''
sequels.  These novels are constrained to be low-tech, so the emphasis is
on characters and Byzantine plotting.

What I want to know is, how do they manage to be so consistent in style?  I
scarcely notice the changes of author.  Either Cherryh has an outstanding
stable of authors who are simpatico and well-prepared, or she edits the
hell out of them afterward, or some combination of the two.  Does anyone
know how it's done?

Disclaimer: I've talked to at least one person who found the transitions
between authors to be jarring.  I disagree.  Comments?

John Shipman
Zoological Data Processing
Socorro, NM
john@jupiter.nmt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 90 05:25:33 GMT
From: veck@ddsw1.mcs.com (Steven P. King)
Subject: Re: Giants

bijal@hpopd.pwd.hp.com (Bijal Shah) writes:
>Has anyone out there read the Giant's Trilogy by James Hogan?
>I'm not sure if it is published in the U.S.
>
>What did you think of ii if you did? (read it I mean)

And a most excellent series this is, too.  I think it's some of Hogan's
best work.  (Then again, I never read a Hogan story I didn't think was
pretty darned good.)  If you're looking for a recommendation, you've got
it.  The last book really needs some serious mind-warping to grok what he's
writing about.

Steven King
Software Archaeologist
veck@ddsw1.MCS.COM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 17:27:59 GMT
From: stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg)
Subject: Re: R.A. MacAvoy

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>_The Lens of the World_     straightforward Sword and Sorcery
>                            stuff, announced as the first book of a
>                            trilogy.  Just out in hardcover.

DECNET clearly hasn't read this book, because the protagonist is an
optician.  (No, I am not joking.)  There is no "sorcery" or magic in it at
all, and the "sword" aspect is limited to feudal mock-European (early
gunpowder era) with a couple of characters training in mock-Eastern martial
arts.  No thieves, barbarians, magic wands, dragons, etc.  The only
"monster" turns out to be something mundane.

I enjoyed it, but was a little bothered by the similarities to Heather
Gladney's "Teot's War: (& sequel).

>What is interesting is that R.A. MacAvoy's first two books were excellent,
>and everything else she has written since then has been a disappointment
>to me.

Well, our opinions differ wildly.  I thought Twisting the Rope was weak,
but that's the only one I'm unhappy with.

Stu Friedberg
stuart@cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 19:49:00 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Re: R.A. MacAvoy

stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg) writes:
>DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>>_The Lens of the World_       straightforward Sword and Sorcery
>>                              stuff, announced as the first book of a
>>                              trilogy.  Just out in hardcover.
>
>DECNET clearly hasn't read this book, because the protagonist is an
>optician.  (No, I am not joking.)  There is no "sorcery" or magic in it at
>all, and the "sword" aspect is limited to feudal mock-European (early
>gunpowder era) with a couple of characters training in mock-Eastern
>martial arts.  No thieves, barbarians, magic wands, dragons, etc.  The
>only "monster" turns out to be something mundane.
>
>I enjoyed it, but was a little bothered by the similarities to Heather
>Gladney's "Teot's War: (& sequel).

Hmmm.  I loved "Teot's War", "Bloodstorm" (the sequel mentioned above), and
"The Lens of the World", but I'm not sure I see many similarities; care to
elaborate?  I'll admit that Teot and Nazhiret both have minor amnesia [but
for very different reasons], and that both become advisors to kings with
unchancy tempers.  Other than that, the two men have very little in common.

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 3 Jan 1991         Volume 16 : Issue 2

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Card (2 msgs) &
                         Gibson (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 20:39:26 GMT
From: cbap09@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Gavin Barrie)
Subject: Mistake in Asimov's Nemesis

Spot the mistake in Asmiov's Nemesis:

Page 81 (in chapter 13, part 7)

Marlene: "You're talking about Megas, aren't you, mother?"
Eugenia: "Yes, I am. It's an old word meaning 'big' and, for a
	  planet, it's very big, considerably bigger than the
	  Solar System's largest planet Jupiter. ...."

Page 256 (in chapter 50, part 23)

Siever: "You know, we had a planet like this back in the Solar
	 System. It's called Jupiter, and it's even larger than
	 Megas."

Somewhat unusual of Asimov to make a slip as bad as that!!

[Page numbers from Bantam books paperback edition]

CBAP09@vaxa.strath.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 10:05:34 GMT
From: matt@cosmic.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Mistake in Asimov's Nemesis

cbap09@vaxa (Gavin Barrie) writes:
>Spot the mistake in Asmiov's Nemesis:
>
> [Mistake deleted.  I admit, it's a bad one.]
>
>Somewhat unusual of Asimov to make a slip as bad as that!!

Unfortunately, it isn't that unusual in Asimov's recent science fiction.  I
really don't have the impression that he has taken any of it very
seriously; certainly, he has done a rather sloppy job.

There are, for example, several serious contradictions between the
Foundation trilogy and the continuations that Asimov wrote in the last few
years.  The two that I can remember off the top of my head:
 
(1) In Foundation, it is clearly stated that nuclear weapons were used
regularly in war; in Foundation's Edge, however, Asimov makes a big deal of
a strong taboo against their use.

(2) The "origins question" discussed in Foundation was the question of
which world humanity originated on; Sol III was known, and was one of the
candidates discussed.  This, of course, cannot be reconciled with
Foundation and Earth.

When taken in historical context, the Asimov of the 1940s and 1950s was a
reasonably good, and reasonably important, science fiction writer.  I'm
afraid his attempts to recapture that, forty years later, strike me as
mainly an embarrassment.

Matthew Austern
1509 Hearst St. #103
Berkeley, CA 94703
(415) 644-2618
matt@cosmic.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 00:52:00 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card's New Book

>I've noticed in the bookstores that O.S.C. has a new book out. 

Actually, he had two new books out, and I bought them both.  The one
described above is _The Worthing Saga_, and is a collection of lots of
short stories.  It's actually three separate sections, following three
separate places (although they are all related, and somewhat connected).

The second book is _Maps in a Dream_ or somesuch; this one was hardcover,
and, again, contained lots and lots of short stories.  Some of the stories
I'd read years ago, and hadn't realized they were by Card.  I am once again
impressed by the man.  (In particular, "A Thousand Deaths" I'd always
thought was by Ellison, because of the subject matter and writing style.  I
was rather surprised to find it in this collection.)

I highly recommend the hardcover, and recommend TWS, just not as much.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 21:01:49 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Defense of _Speaker_

Sorry it took me so long to get back to this; just finished a mini Exam
Week (only 2 tests, Civil Procedure and Torts).  Fun fun fun.

Disclaimer: it's been a few years since I read _Speaker_, and I don't feel
particularly inspired to read it again, so I'm probably going to be a
little bit vague and inaccurate in some of the things I say about it.

ST602429@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Bill Sherman) said:
>> As near as I could ever tell, _Speaker For the Dead_ was a
>> slow, dull novel with three messages:
>> 
>> (1) People are generally stupid.
>> (2) Strong religious beliefs generally make them even more stupid.
>> (3) The Prime Directive sucks.

> (1) I wouldn't say this is what Card is trying to say exactly. 

Hmmm, I probably shouldn't have used the word "messages," since that
implies that they were the ideas Card intended to get across. In fact, I
agree with you, Card was _not_ trying to say any of those things, and he'd
probably be very surprised that anyone could see them in his book.
Nonetheless, that's the way the book read to me.

> People do unfortunate things, like when Novinha refuses to marry Libo,
> but I don't think that we are supposed to think it is a stupid thing.  It
> is a tragic thing, just as when everyone smiled at the funeral for
> Novinha's parents.

I don't know, when you let your cultural and religious beliefs, for which
there is no justification other than "But this is the way everybody around
me acts, so it must be correct", ruin your life like that, well, it sure
isn't smart.  All that nonsense about Ender's name being cursed forever
didn't say much for the collective IQ of humanity either.  (Note: I'm not
saying that any of this is _unrealistic_, the majority of people _are_
stupid.)

> (2) Card, who is a very religious Mormon, would certainly not say that
> this is a main theme of his writing, though he does frequently attack
> other forms of Christianity.

I got the feeling that the religious beliefs of the local humans,
what was it, some offbranch of Portuguese Catholicism, wasn't
doing anyone much good, but they clung to it anyway.  Again, I'm
sure that Card, with his own odd beliefs (imho) wouldn't approve
of any generic attack on organized religion but, that's how
_Speaker_ looked to me.  And that was one of the things that made
it a dull read. Hey, if I'm wont to read stories about people
doing strange things because of their odd superstitions, I can
pick up a non-fiction book about xxxxxx fundamentalists (fill in
the flavor of your choice for "xxxxxx;" "Christian" and "Moslem"
are two of my personal favorites).  I don't need to read sf for
this.

> (3) The prime directive does not simply "suck." Card explores what
> motivates the prime directive, what feelings are at the heart of such
> isolationism.  His use of the terms raman and varelse to describe these
> distinctions struck me as one of the main ideas of the book.  I found
> this thought provoking in a way that simply trashing the prime directive
> would not have been.

If you say so. All I saw was that the human authorities were cheerfully
imposing on the aliens their [the humans'] beliefs of what was best for
them, without so much as a by-your-leave from their victims.  Sheer idiocy,
based on some sort of cultural guilt over the xenocide that had been
committed by a small group of people who were [mostly] all dead of old age
by the time of the story.  I sure hope I'm never on the receiving end of
the "kindness" of people like that.

> I could go on, discussing the distinction between truth and Truth, or the
> philosophical ramifications of being born omniscient, or the potential
> communication gaps between members of different species, or how myths are
> formed, or any number of other interesting ideas in the book, but I think
> the point is made.

I guess that you and I just have different ideas of what's interesting.
For all of the exploration of these ideas and the problems associated with
them, I don't recall Card putting forth any answers or solutions, it just
read to me like a laundry list of some of humanity's flaws, all of which I
was already aware.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Dec 90 17:35:37 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Mona Lisa Overdrive: Aleph

So, I'm reading Gibson's "Mona Lisa Overdrive" again and once more I
discover that I really don't know what an Aleph is - the thing that
Bobby's gotten himself jacked into.

Gentry describes it as a motherhuge biosoft chip with close to an infinite
capacity which could hold an approximation of just about anything.

That's about as technical as the description gets. Anyone out there know
what an Aleph is?  Or does it only exist in Gibson's universe?

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Dec 90 00:03:27 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Mona Lisa Overdrive: Aleph

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) writes:
> So, I'm reading Gibson's "Mona Lisa Overdrive" again and once more I
> discover that I really don't know what an Aleph is - the thing that
> Bobby's gotten himself jacked into.
>
> Gentry describes it as a motherhuge biosoft chip with close to an
> infinite capacity which could hold an approximation of just about
> anything.
>
> That's about as technical as the description gets. Anyone out there know
> what an Aleph is? Or does it only exist in Gibson's universe?

Well, Gibson's famous for grabbing techy sounding terms and deliberately
not inquiring too far into what they mean, which is quite fine for most of
his audience.

I'd guess he grabbed Aleph from Aleph Null (which is the first letter of
the Hebrew alphabet, with a zero subscript), the name Gregor (?) Cantor
gave to the smallest infinity in the series of infinities he defined, the
least of which, aleph null, is the size of the complete set of counting
numbers: 1, 2, 3, ... .

That pretty much fits the usage you describe. The larger infinities in
Cantor's series are also Alephs, just different subscripts. There is an
open (?) mathematical problem to determine if there exists an infinity
between his aleph null and aleph one, the size of the complete set of real
numbers in the real number line, an infinity which can't be counted by
aleph null, but can't in turn count aleph one.

[One says that two infinities are the same if each can "count", or be put
into one to one correspondence with, the other. There are, for example, not
enough counting numbers to count the real numbers, so those two infinities
are different, but there are enough counting numbers to count the improper
fractions "m/n" between two counting numbers m and n, so those infinities
are the same.]

The (?) after open is because I vaguely remember someone suggesting that it
was like non-Euclidian geometry - you could decide either way and you just
got a different, internally consistent mathematics but, I don't know if
that conjecture was ever given flesh.

Whew! Sorry about that; never, ever, set a mathematician off on his
favorite subject, speculative and open math problems.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jan 91 06:50:37 GMT
From: scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Steven J Owens)
Subject: Re: Mona Lisa Overdrive: Aleph

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) writes:
>So, I'm reading Gibson's "Mona Lisa Overdrive" again and once more I
>discover that I really don't know what an Aleph is - the thing that
>Bobby's gotten himself jacked into.
>
>Gentry describes it as a motherhuge biosoft chip with close to an infinite
>capacity which could hold an approximation of just about anything.  That's
>about as technical as the description gets. Anyone out there know what
>an Aleph is?

   As defined in MLO, the Aleph is just about what you've described,
in the simplest terms.  This does not, however, address the question of
why somebody would build such a thing, nor why Bobby Newmark is
plugged into it and what he's trying to do with it.  The hints in the 
trilogy indicate that the Aleph was built or developed (not really made
clear which) along with Neuromancer.  References are made to the Aleph
as a "soulcatcher", i.e., a place to store your sentience after physical
death.  Given Neuromancer's ability to grab your sentience and stick you
in a simulation in cyberspace (Neuromancer is the name of the AI in the
book of the same title) it seems a safe bet to figure that the Aleph is/was
part of the Neuromancer combo.  The goal was to provide electronic 
immortality for the Tessier-Ashpool clan.  Neuromancer would extract the
sentience of the person, which would then "live" in the Aleph.

   As to what the Aleph was/was used for, in MLO it seemed apparent
that it was a simulation of the entire Matrix (i.e., all of cyberspace) as
well as of several physical places (mainly places that had been "filmed"
for simstim).  Gentry was fascinated with the Aleph because he was
interested in seeing "the shape of the matrix" and the Aleph, containing
a virtual reality simulation of the Matrix, might provide that view.

   Bobby Newmark was using, it for some reason, to get a handle on When It
Changed, a point in time about ten or fifteen years before MLO when the
Matrix got subtly different, in a way only the really hot cowboys noticed
and only then that it was "different" but not necessarily how.  When It
Changed was when Wintermute and Neuromancer got together and became one
macro-intelligence representing the whole of the matrix, then split into
myriad minor elements, that later became known as the Loa.  Bobby was
trying to look at the Matrix and figure out how and why It Changed.

   The reason that the Aleph was so impressive when plugged into the matrix
was that it was so huge that it could CONTAIN the matrix, and its
representation in the matrix reflected this.  Think of it this way, you
wake up in the morning and discover that in the Pacific Ocean somebody has
built a building that is as large as the Earth.  I tried, just now, to
think of an analogy in terms of the internet, i.e., X cubic feet of
standard 1meg RAM chips required to "hold" all of the systems that are
connected to the Inernet.  It doesn't work (not least because this kind of
data on the Internet just isn't available).  This just points out the
important fact, Gibson is an author writing FICTION, there are too many
easy ways to poke holes in the logic of the stories, particularly in the
technology.  The Aleph is a useful gadget in terms of the plot and the
story, but it probably couldn't exist in "real life."

> Or does it only exist in Gibson's universe?

   Technologically, it only exists in Gibson's fiction.  The Aleph concept
was lifted from the works of Luis Borges, particularly from the short story
"The Aleph."  I'm not familiar enough with Borges stuff and this story to
adequately discuss it.  Anybody out there want to take a shot at doing
this?

Steven J. Owens
Scratch@Pittvms
Scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 00:44:36 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Mona Lisa Overdrive: Aleph

scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Steven J Owens) writes:
>(Neuromancer is the name of the AI in the book of the same title)

Last time I checked, the AI's name was Wintermute.  Is my assumption not
correct after all?

>Technologically, it only exists in Gibson's fiction.  The Aleph concept
>was lifted from the works of Luis Borges, particularly from the short
>story "The Aleph."  I'm not familiar enough with Borges stuff and this
>story to adequately discuss it.  Anybody out there want to take a shot at
>doing this?

Borges' Aleph was, to my understanding, a way of containing the
unbelievably big in the unbelievably small, and an examination of the
resulting paradox.  A great deal of Borges' work deals with the theme of
'containing the infinite' - in mazes, labyrinths, mirrors, massive
libraries and so on.

Perhaps I am in left field on this, any others with commentary?

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 07:03:14 GMT
From: maddox@blake.u.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: Re: Mona Lisa Overdrive: Aleph

earl@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Earl A. Hubbell) writes:
>xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>>I'd guess he grabbed Aleph from Aleph Null (which is the first letter of
>>the Hebrew alphabet, with a zero subscript), the name Gregor (?) Cantor
>>gave to the smallest infinity in the series of infinities he defined, the
>>least of which, aleph null, is the size of the complete set of counting
>>numbers: 1, 2, 3, ... .
>
>I interpreted it as a Borges reference - Borges wrote a short essay
>entitled 'The Aleph' in which an aleph was a point from which you could
>see, well, everything there was.  It seemed very similar to me.

   Not an essay but a story, and that's where Gibson got it, if his
testimony is acceptable evidence.  I had meant to ask him about this
anyway, because I have a character named Aleph, an AI, in a story and a
novel, and I remember my immediate alarm when I first saw the chapter
title, "The Aleph," in _MLO_.  However, when I saw that what he did with
the idea is only distantly related to what I do, I quit worrying.

   Anyway, the Borges story is where Gibson found the notion; he hadn't
heard of the Cantor business but was vaguely aware of a Kabbalistic
reference.

Tom Maddox

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Brooks & Cooper (2 msgs) & Delany &
                        Leiber (3 msgs) & L'Engle (4 msgs) &
                        Powers & Rosenberg & Varley &
                        Williams (2 msgs) & Zelazny & 
                        Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 03:17:37 GMT
From: polari!lsh@sumax.seattleu.edu (Lee Hauser)
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks, Again

Not to defend Terry Brooks (heaven forbid), but I did come upon an
interesting reason for his success, printed sometime around the time that
"Magic Kingdom for Sale:Sold!" came out (incidentally, this book was a
pretty good one, on a par with Stashef's Warlock books and exceptional
Chalker or Anthony books).  I think Betty Ballentine herself said that
Brooks was snatched up so readily by the reading public was that he was the
ONLY person writing epic fantasy in the period immediately after LOTR's
huge popularity.  Not sure if this is true or not, but that was the reason
given.

Lee Hauser
uw-beaver!sumax!polari!lsh
lsh@polari

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 10:36:35 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Susan Cooper books: The Dark is Rising

rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi) writes:
>> Dark is Rising is the first book of a series of the same name.  A
>>prequel, worth reading is its there, but not part of the 'canon', is
>>Under Sea, Over Stone.
>
>I think you'll find that "Under Sea, Over Stone" IS part of the series.  I
>DON'T think that because one of the main characters doesn't appear until
>the second book makes the first book a prequel.

UNDER SEA, OVER STONE is *not* a prequel. "Prequel" doesn't just mean that
it's set prior to the books that follow. It means that the book in question
is written after, but set before. UNDER SEA, OVER STONE was the first one
written.

The reason why it's not thought of as part of the sequence is because it
was originally from a different publisher than the others. US,OS was from
(if memory serves) Harper & Row, while the rest were from Atheneum.
Atheneum, in listing the other books in the sequence, didn't want to
include a book from another publisher, so US,OS was never thought of as
part of the sequence.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 19:31:27 GMT
From: mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy)
Subject: Re: Susan Cooper's The Dark is Rising

[jayembee writes that Under Sea, Over Stone is often not considered part of
the Dark is Rising series because US,OS was originally published by a
different publisher.]

Which is true to a point.  Under Sea, Over Stone is written for a slightly
younger age than the rest of the books, just as Silver on the Tree is
written for a slightly older age than the three middle books.  I still
delight in rereading this series every few years but I rarely include Over
Sea, Under Stone, it's just a little too young for me ;-} Even at the time
I originally read the series (probably junior high, early high school) and
then began rereading it every few months, I didn't include US,OS.

Melita

------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 90 21:42:43 GMT
From: peter@hari.viewlogic.com (Peter Colby)
Subject: Samuel Delany

   Why is it that _Dahlgren_ and the _Neveryon_ series seems to define most
folks' concept of Delany's writing. I always thought his best period was
around the time of _Nova_. I really enjoyed the semi- mystical atmosphere
and his using artists (musicians) as protagonists in otherwise "hard" SF.

Peter C.
peter@viewlogic.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 21:58:12 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Fritz Leiber and the World Of Nehwon

ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>Fritz Leiber wrote a series of books usually called the adventures of
>Fafhrd and the Grey Mouser.  Fafhrd was a big northern barbarian, who used
>a giant broadsword called Greywand.  The Mouser was a short, wiry thief
>who used a light sword of some type (sounded like a saber to me) called
>Scalpel and a dirk called Cat's Claw.  I only have one book by him (this
>is after many years of searching; they're quite uncommon), called _Swords
>and Ice Magic_ or something similar.  It's a very good read, though the
>style is closer to Conan than it is to Gygax's Gord the Rogue books (which
>are also very good, btw, and not very similar to Leiber's except in the
>two main characters; I'd guess Gygax copied them from Leiber, it's too
>similar to be coincidence).

The books are: 1. Swords and Wizardry
	       2. Swords and Deviltry
	       3. Swords Against Death
	       4. The Swords of Lankhmar
	       5. Swords and Ice Magic
	       6. The Knight and Knave of Swords

That's not necessarily the right order, but I think it's all of them. There
might be the odd short story which hasn't been collected in one of the
above but it seems unlikely. By the way, 'Knight and Knave' is *supposed*
to complete the series.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 00:57:04 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: fritz leiber and the world of nehwon

>Fafhrd and the Grey Mouser.  Fafhrd was a big northern barbarian, who used
>a giant broadsword called Greywand.  The Mouser was a short, wiry thief
>who used a light sword of some type (sounded like a saber to me) called
>Scalpel and a dirk called Cat's Claw.  I only have one book by

BTW The original poster thought one of the companions had a magic sword.
This is not true.  In at least one of the stories, it was specifically
mentioned that both Fafhrd and the Mouser had lost their weapons at various
times.  They then stole new ones and gave them the same names.  So in all
stories, they carry weapons with these names, but they are not necessarily
the same weapons.

>       6. The Knight and Knave of Swords

>That's not necessarily the right order, but I think it's all of them.
>There might be the odd short story which hasn't been collected in one of
>the above but it seems unlikely. By the way, 'Knight and Knave' is
>*supposed* to complete the series.

It doesn't seem like an end to the series to me.  The last story
specifically has the pair thinking about what might happen when they meet
more of their offspring.  Since meeting some of their offspring proved to
be so interesting, I think we might see more.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 10:49:31 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Fritz Leiber and the World Of Nehwon

rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi) writes:

>The books are: [compressed for space] 1. Swords and Wizardry 2. Swords and
>Deviltry 3. Swords Against Death 4. The Swords of Lankhmar 5. Swords and
>Ice Magic 6. The Knight and Knave of Swords

>That's not necessarily the right order, but I think it's all of them.

You missed one and got one title wrong. The corrected list, in the proper
order is:

1. SWORDS AND DEVILTRY
2. SWORDS AGAINST DEATH (incorporates an earlier collection, TWO SOUGHT
                         ADVENTURE)
3. SWORDS AGAINST WIZARDRY
4. SWORDS IN THE MIST
5. THE SWORDS OF LANKHMAR
6. SWORDS AND ICE MAGIC
7. THE KNIGHT AND THE KNAVE OF SWORDS

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 90 01:30:19 GMT
From: cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au (D J Astley)
Subject: Re: Wrinkle in time

CHRISTO@wehi.dn.mu.oz writes:
>..A Wrinkle In Time...
>
>Never heard of this series. What's its basic storyline?
>How would you compare it to Susan Cooper etc?

Madeleine L'Engle's Wrinkle in Time series is one of those cross fantasy
science fiction stories. It *is* very good. One of the series that I
consider formative. Basically we have a genius child and his above average
intelligence family. The first novel involves the children rescuing the
kidnapped parent, the second and third (I'm sorry if this is vague, I
haven't read it for a while) concern an illness that the genius child
contracts.  If you liked Susan Cooper (which I far preferred) you may not
like this series. They are rather different. The major similarity is the
children running around doing important things.

Andrea

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 90 05:07:37 GMT
From: aidoann@engin.umich.edu (Caren B. Levine)
Subject: Re: Wrinkle in time

cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au (D J Astley) writes:
>CHRISTO@wehi.dn.mu.oz writes:
>>..A Wrinkle In Time...
>>
>>Never heard of this series. What's its basic storyline?
>>How would you compare it to Susan Cooper etc?
>>
>Madeleine L'Engle's Wrinkle in Time series is one of those cross fantasy
>science fiction stories. It *is* very good. One of the series that I
>consider formative. Basically we have a genius child and his above average
>intelligence family. The first novel involves the children rescuing the
>kidnapped parent, the second and third (I'm sorry if this is vague, I
>haven't read it for a while) concern an illness that the genius child
>contracts.

The second concerns a fictional illness the genius child contracts.

The third concerns the genius child travelling through time (he's now 15
(?)) to prevent a mad South American dictator from being born.  This is my
favorite of the trilogy.  The boy moves back and forth through time leaping
into people's bodies (sort of like Quantum Leap only Al is a Unicorn) to
right a wrong.  Involves heavy use of a really neat rune.  Each further
leap has him need the next line of the rune to fix the current problem.
I'll type it in or e-mail it to anyone interested.  Sorry this rambles a
bit.  I love the book, but I have a hard time describing it accurately.

Caren B. Levine
aidoann@aal.itd.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Dec 90 14:22:53 GMT
From: karla@shiva.com (Karla Shapiro)
Subject: Re: Wrinkle in time

>...Wrinkle in Time series is one of those cross fantasy science fiction
>stories. It *is* very good. One of the series that I consider formative.
>Basically we have a genius child and his above average intelligence
>family. The first novel involves the children rescuing the kidnapped
>parent,

Actually, the experiment he's involved in goes slightly awry and he is
trapped.

>the second and third (I'm sorry if this is vague, I haven't read it for a
>while) concern an illness that the genius child contracts.

In the second book, Charles Wallace is sick, but in the third, Charles and
Meg actually have to change a series of events in time to prevent the
destruction of the world.

>If you liked Susan Cooper (which I far preferred) you may not like this
>series. They are rather different. The major similarity is the children
>running around doing important things..

You didn't mention the other two books in the series:_Many_Waters_ and _An_
Acceptable_Time_.  _Many_Waters_ deals with "The" flood and _An_Acceptable_
Time_ goes a little heavy on philosophy, but is still an enjoyable book.
Also, AAT involves Meg's oldest daughter doing the time thing, not one of
the original children.

I first discovered these books through a show called The Spider's Web that
was broadcast on NPR for a long time.  They used to read children's lit
aloud for a half an hour every night after All Things Considered.  The
powers that be eventually killed the show (which is too bad) in favor for
more classical/jazz music programming.

It is also through NPR that I discovered _A_Canticle_For_Liebowitz_ among
other "classic" SF books.

Karla

------------------------------

Date: 27 Dec 90 20:14:09 GMT
From: rb06@bunny.gte.com (Ruth Bolton)
Subject: Re: Wrinkle in time

Madeleine L'Engle's three books with Charles Wallace are:

A Wrinkle in Time
A Wind in the Door
A Swiftly Tilting Planet

(At least, these are the titles in Canada.)

She has written other children's novels and certain characters appear in
more than one novel.  My favorite is "The Young Unicorns." The same
children appear in "Meet the Austins" (which I don't like) plus several
other books.

Her other books have a much smaller science fiction component.

She has also written books for adults (e.g., The Severed Wasp), but they're
not as interesting.

Ruth 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 15:03:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: Tim Powers

procter@kulkulkan.berkeley.edu (Steve Procter) writes:
>   I think that ``The Anubis Gates'' is the most interesting.  I hear that
>the new book is not going to come out in paperback any time soon due to
>quarrels he is having with his publisher.  Anyone out there read it (is it
>worth the money in hard back)?

If you are speaking about _The Stress of her Regard_, I read it a few
months ago, and I would say it is easily as good as both _The Anubis Gate_
and _On Stanger Tides_.  So if you liked those, you will like TSohR.  I am
afraid I cannot be much more positive than that, because I personally do
not care for Tim Powers, most probably because he was too highly
recommended to me before I read _The Anubis Gates_, and I expected
something extraordinary, whereas his stories are good and reasonably
well-written, but that's it (sorry, it's just my opinion, and note that I
still find the time to read him).

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 02:39:35 GMT
From: reed!mehawk@cse.ogi.edu (Michael Sandy)
Subject: Rosenberg's _Guardians of the Flame_ series

Warning, Spoilers ahead:

In Joel Rosenberg's Guardians of the Flame series, the valley of Home has a
ward that supposedly makes it impossible to bring magic into the valley.
It is specifically stated that even healing droughts set off the wards.
(The Silver Crown)

However, slaver powder, a magical version of gunpowder, is brought into the
valley, specifically, brought to the Engineer himself!!!  Did somebody
goof?  Is it because it was brought in by Ellegon, (the dragon), or do the
wards simply alert someone?

Also, what was the English portion of the messages which the Warrior left
on the slaver bodies in _The Warrior Lives_?

Michael Sandy
mehawk@reed.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 31 Dec 90 16:45:42 GMT
From: calgary!vort!mike@cs.toronto.edu (Mike Nemeth)
Subject: John Varley

Has Varley moved on to other domains of writing, or quit altogether?  I
haven't seen anything by him in the longest time, and it would be a real
pity if he has retired. Does anybody know the real story?

Mike Nemeth
...calgary!vort!mike

------------------------------

Date: 22 Dec 90 05:44:44 GMT
From: silk%wolves@cs.duke.edu (Mitch Gorman)
Subject: Tad Williams - "Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn"

   Has anyone out there been reading this series?  I think it's pretty
good.  It's certainly of a higher quality than Williams' first effort,
"Tailchaser's Song".  That was more or less a Watership Down with cats!

   Anyway, does anyone know when the next book will be out?  I can't stand
how he takes so bloody long between releases!!

Mitch
silk@wolves

------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 90 17:04:10 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sriram Ramkrishna)
Subject: Re: Tad Williams - "Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn"

silk@wolves.UUCP (Mitch Gorman) writes:
>Has anyone out there been reading this series?  I think it's pretty good.
>It's certainly of a higher quality than Williams' first effort,
>"Tailchaser's Song".  That was more or less a Watership Down with cats!

I liked Tailchaser's Song!!  Great book!  I've been reading that book, yes.
Yeah, the first book is my favorite, the second book got me really upset at
one of the characters.  Oh well.

>Anyway, does anyone know when the next book will be out?  I can't stand
>how he takes so bloody long between releases!!

Consider this, he could do worse.  Look at David Eddings.  It's been about
1.5 years or so since the last release!

Sri

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 21:47:47 GMT
From: msl@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Mike Leclere)
Subject: Next Zelazny ??

I have just completed all of Zelazny's latest stuff (HANGMAN, KNIGHT
o'SHADOWS, DARK THRONE), and I was wondering if anyone knows what his next
endeavor will be.  Any deep dark net.intelligence on this topic.  I
personally am anxious to get ahold of the next (and presumed last) Amber
novel so that I can have all of the loose ends he left lying around
resolved.

Also, I saw a posting some time ago that mentioned the name of the next
Amber novel.  Anyone recall that bit of trivia?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 00:22:32 GMT
From: shrum@hpfcdq.fc.hp.com (Ken Shrum)
Subject: Re: Help?

>Author : Unknown. but I think maybe a woman
>Title :	Sirius, the dog star (or something similar)

You're thinking of _Dogsbody_, by Diana Wynne Jones.  I heartily recommend
all of her children's fiction.

Ken Shrum

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	    Films - Old SF Films (12 msgs) & Alien III (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 17:42:00 GMT
From: MIRANDA@fordmulc.bitnet
Subject: Old science fiction films

 I recently watched the old movie called "Forbidden Planet" on television
and was very satisfied. I liked it very much indeed.
 Can anyone recommend any others?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 19:17:19 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

MIRANDA@fordmulc.BITNET writes:
> I recently watched the old movie called "Forbidden Planet" on television
>and was very satisfied. I liked it very much indeed.
>
> Can anyone recommend any others?

Ah, how the word "old" changes its meaning. I usually think of "old movies"
as pre-WWII movies, not movies from the mid-fifties.

Anyway, also from the 1950s, you might try The Day the Earth Stood Still
and Invasion of the Body Snatchers.  Most of The Thing (except the last 10
minutes) is also pretty good.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jim_mann@es.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 00:15:32 GMT
From: sequent!jimp@cse.ogi.edu (James Pilcher)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

MIRANDA@fordmulc.BITNET writes:
> I recently watched the old movie called "Forbidden Planet" on television
>and was very satisfied. I liked it very much indeed.
.
> Can anyone recommend any others?

Boy, do you know how to pick a fight!

Well, let's see:

The Day the Earth Stood Still

This Island Earth

Invasion Of The Body Snatchers 
(Kevin Mccarthy, not Nimoy version)

War of the Worlds

Mars Needs Women! (WARNING- REALLY STINKS, STRICTLY FOR LAUGHS)

Roger Corman version of Little Shop of Horrors

That'll keep you busy for a while! :)

(Oh, did I forget to mention THEM, the 1950's thriller about
giant radioactive ants? :)

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 17:42:41 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

MIRANDA@fordmulc.BITNET writes:
> I recently watched the old movie called "Forbidden Planet" on television
>and was very satisfied. I liked it very much indeed.
>
> Can anyone recommend any others?

Oh my.  This could really open the floodgates.  So, I'll just get my $2e-2
worth in quickly.

"Destination Moon", "When Worlds Collide" and "The Conquest of Space", all
produced by George Pal.  The first draft of the script of "Destination
Moon" was by Robert Heinlein, loosely (and the later drafts got looser and
looser) based on "Rocketship Galileo".  The best Bonestell work ever done.
"When Worlds Collide" is a closer approximation to the 1930 novel by Philip
Wylie and Edwin Balmer.

"Them".  One of the first and arguably the best of the '50s atomically
created giant insect movies.

I'll stop here, as there will probably be many others to contribute their
opinions.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 01:11:36 GMT
From: eric@hp-ptp.hp.com (Eric_Tend)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

How about the 1960's and 1970's :

"Five Million Years To Earth" (c1968), one of the best Hammer Films to come
out in the 1960's concerning Professor Bernard Quatermass' battle with
evolution, Martian colonization, the supernatural, ESP, and a resurrected
alien spaceship in an underground London excavation.  Starred Andrew
Keir, James Donald, and Barbara Shelley.  ** A personal favorite **

"Silent Running" (c1971), an overlooked Douglas Trimble ecology classic
concerning Bruce Dern's battle to save the floating greenhouse remnants of
Earth's last forests exiled to space in the 21st century.

"The Andromeda Strain" (c1971), Robert Wise's fine adaption of the book by
the same name concerning a group of scientists investigating the source of
a deadly alien micro-organism recovered from a space probe that is out to
threaten the world.

Eric
eric@hp-ptp.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 22:15:46 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

eric@hp-ptp.HP.COM (Eric_Tend) writes:
> "Five Million Years To Earth" (c1968), one of the best Hammer Films to
> come out in the 1960's concerning Professor Bernard Quatermass' battle
> with evolution, Martian colonization, the supernatural, ESP, and a
> resurrected alien spaceship in an underground London excavation.  Starred
> Andrew Keir, James Donald, an Barbara Shelley.  ** A personal favorite **

Oh, yeah! It's a great movie. The special effects are almost embarrassing,
but it isn't an effects type movie.  The only problem I have with it is
that IT ISN'T OUT ON VIDEO!!!!! The copy that I have is taped from TV, and
that is, unfortunately, the only way anybody can get any of the Quatermass
movies, except for the Quatermass Conclusion.

Richard Barrett
18004 146th Ave NE
Woodinville, WA 98072
(206)487-1312
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 18:02:59 GMT
From: eric@hp-ptp.HP.COM (Eric_Tend)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films / Quatermass

I forgot a few :

How about "X-The Unknown" (c1956).  One chilling thriller that gave me
nightmares when I was a kid.  It concerned a primeval radioactive mud
creature that feeds on radiation.

"The H-Men" (c15??).  Pre-blob mania from Japan concerning a blob-like
creature after-effect from an atomic blast.

Eric
eric@hp-ptp.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 90 13:31:45 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films / Quatermass

Maybe it's already been mentioned, but I commend "The Magnetic Monster,"
circa 1951, with actors who seem never to have done another thing in films.
It even has Canadian content, with the climax coming at an undersea power
station off the coast of Nova Scotia.  I recall the movie as understated
and realistic, and the "monster" (a chunk of radioactive selenium that
doubles in size every few hours by absorbing electrical energy from its
surroundings) was an intelligent metaphor for runaway technology.

Less good, but also effective, was "Five" by Arch Oboler, which is surely
part of the inspiration for Stephen King's "The Stand."  Probably the first
post-nuclear movie, with some truly scary images.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Dec 90 13:38:39 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films / Quatermass

potter@csusac (david potter) writes:
> The "movie" you're talking about was one of those multi-part BBC serials,
> originally titled "QUATERMASS AND THE PIT."

No, I think he is talking about the Andrew Kier-James Donald film made by
Hammer Films which was a 1968 color remake for cinema of the
black-and-white BBC 6-part 1959-1960 serial which starred Andre Morell and
Cec Linder (interesting fact, Cec Linder also played Felix Leiter in
GOLDFINGER).

> Its original run length was considerably longer than the insanely chopped
> and edited 96-minute jobbie that American TV stations show, usually at 2
> in the morning.

I think what gets shown on TV is the Hammer Film which has a shorter script
but one also written by Nigel Kneale.  I think the film script really makes
sense only if you already know what is going on.  However I had read the
script of the BBC series before the film was ever made.

> The script made a lot more sense and was very coherent.  The special
> effects were, for the time, considerably better than credible; I can
> remember sitting in an American BOQ north of London, watching one of the
> segments, and listening to the thoroughly blase NooYawk guy next to me
> muttering "How did they DO that?" when the Martian ship came live and
> lifted up out of the ground.

I don't quite understand this.  First the serial was done live.  They
couldn't have more but the most rudimentary special effects.  (Better than
the first Quatermass serial in which the BBC told Kneale he had to create
the effect of the monster on Westminster Abbey.  He did it with a pair of
garden gloves and excelsior stuck through a hole in a photo of the Abbey.
As I sit here watching the serial version on videotape I can tell you the
ship does not lift up.  Though it does appear to have moved when it was
tranformed.  It is now apparently a model made of a transluscent material,
probably wax though possibly plastic or glass and it is illuminated by a
flashing light inside.  Effects work was done for a VERY low budget and the
play was done live which further limited what could be done.  There was no
way to mix pre-filmed tape with the live production, or at least they
certainly didn't do it.  Kneale, who showed up to England's first world SF
convention (with a Martian model from QUATERMASS AND THE PIT), said that
live production had all kinds of problems.  One of the leads was supposed
to be on a pub set and went to the wrong set.  The actors in the pub had to
adlib ("What do you think about this Martian stuff?")  until the missing
actor actually showed up.

> On the subject of Brit SF movies, two that come to mind are: (1) a
> low-budget jobbie called "SEARCH FOR LOVE," a B&W parallel- time-track
> story derived from a minor romance by "John Wyndham," and competently
> acted by Joan Collins and (I think) Tom Bell.

QUEST FOR LOVE (1971) based on Wyndham's short story "Random Quest".  You
got the cast right.  It also has Denholm Elliot and Laurence Naismith.
Very nicely done parallel universe film that gets seen not nearly enough.

> (2) a lovely bit of eco-horror called "DOOMWATCH."  "DOOMWATCH" is very
> well done by Brit standards, but a bit sub-par in the budget department
> by U.S. standards.  A good story, with no out-of-the-hat solutions.  I'd
> love to see the original theatrical release version, since it's been
> hacked down for U.S. TV release, too.  (Tigon Film Productions, Ltd,
> circa 1972.

I wasn't keen on the film version.  I think it was a BBC program before it
was a film.

> The same outfit that brought you "THE BLOOD ON SATAN'S CLAW," definitely
> not an SF movie, but fun.)

Well-recommended horror film.  I wish I could find an uncut version.
Original title was SATAN'S SKIN.  Initially it was supposed to be a
collection of stories.  I think first they interconnected the stories, then
smoothed out the seams.  Now you can no longer tell.

> Last, if you're really collecting old fifties SF movies for the list,
> look up "MOONBASE 1," a movie that was written by Heinlein, and had him
> involved in the production as well.  It looks like they shot it on a
> budget insufficient to purchase a *broken* shoestring, but it "reads"
> like any of his SEP stories from the forties.

I think that is PROJECT MOONBASE (1953).

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
...att!mtgzx!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 01:54:53 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Old SF films / Quatermass / Leeper

[ stuff about original "QUATERMASS AND THE PIT" serial, '59-'60, deleted ]

Sorry, one year error.  It was '58-'59, I see looking it up in the Penguin
edition of the play.

Just as an FYI, all the 50's Quatermass plays were six segments.
QUATERMASS AND THE PIT was broken into:

   1. The Halfmen
   2. The Ghosts
   3. Imps and Demons
   4. The Enchanted
   5. The Wild Hunt
   6. Hob

> The 1968 date you quote is right for the one I saw about 2/3 of, in
> pieces, over a period of two months in summer of '68.  The one I
> saw was certainly in color, not B&W.

The color would have been the film.  Quatermass was a stout man with a
moustache and beard (Andrew Kier).  In the TV play he was a tall, thin man
with just a moustache (Andre Morrell).  I don't know if that helps.

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
...att!mtgzx!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jan 91 13:00:52 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Old SF films / Quatermass / Leeper

potter@csusac (david potter) writes:
> Mark Leeper wrote:
>> Particularly QUATERMASS AND THE PIT which I consider one of the three
>> best SF films ever made.  Thanks for giving me the opportunity to talk
>> about the films.
>
> Well?  Are you going to deign to let us in on the secret, or do we have
> to GUESS the titles of the other two films?  (My guesses on the other two
> would be "FORBIDDEN PLANET" and "2001:ASO," but that's just personal
> opinion; they were both full of holes and plot discontinuities, but I
> love 'em.)

Actually, wrong on both films, though I do give a +4 to FORBIDDEN PLANET.

I should say why I value 2001 less than most other fans do.  I think it was
dramatically weak.  Not all films have to have the pacing of an Indiana
Jones movie, but it really is a lot slower than it has to be.  Part of my
objection is also that at the time it was written the story of QUATERMASS
AND THE PIT should have already been known to Clarke.  Churches in England
had rescheduled church services because so many people were staying home to
watch QUATERMASS AND THE PIT.  QUATERMASS and 2001 both looked at the
concept of uplift as their primary concept but while Clarke was willing to
leave it at something as trite as, "well, we were uplifted once and it will
happen again."  In QUATERMASS, Kneale has a much more sophisticated
treatment, asking what other human phenomena can be explained by the
uplift.  He postulates that such diverse things as race prejudice, myths
common across many cultures, and psychic powers.  We know the positive
effects of uplift, what are the negative aspects?  Clarke borrows the idea
(which was NOT in his story "The Sentinal," which he calls the basis of
2001), turns it into the main point of 2001, and gives it extremely
superficial and unimaginative usage by just saying it will happen again.  I
like 2001, I would probably give it a high +2 (-4 to +4), but there are
more than enough films I rate higher.

My +4 fantasy/SF theatrical films (really a very subjective list) are:

Films that have really engaging SF ideas:
QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH), BRAINSTORM.

General writing with other virtues like very good visual effects:
FORBIDDEN PLANET, THE WAR GAME (1966), PHASE IV, DRAGONSLAYER 

Huge leaps in representing fantasy on the screen, changes in SPFX
technology:
KING KONG (1933), STAR WARS.

If I had to pick the top three on this list they would be QUATERMASS,
BRAINSTORM, and STAR WARS.

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
...att!mtgzx!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 17:33:39 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films / Quatermass

leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper) writes:
[Doomwatch]
>I wasn't keen on the film version.  I think it was a BBC program before it
>was a film.

Yes, it was originally a television series, and on the whole a pretty good
one.  I agree the film was a lot worse.

The premise was the fairly unoriginal one that technology can have
unexpected and dangerous side effects.  The linking thread was this British
outfit (the 'Doomwatch' of the title) whose job it was to react to, or
better to anticipate, such effects, and advise the government to do
something.

What made the series a good one was the plausibility of the technology,
though this deteriorated somewhat after the first batch of episodes.  For
example, one episode was about jet lag.  Yes, a banal topic, but at that
time, for most of the public, it was a new and frightening idea that
statesmen jetting all over the world to summit conferences might make
genuinely bad decisions because their metabolism had been upset in transit.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 22:36:52 GMT
From: cah@jpl-devvax.jpl.nasa.gov (Allen Halsell)
Subject: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

The last time I read any of William Gibson's work I thought I also read
that he was working on the screenplay for Alien III.  What with all the
attention _Aliens_ has gotten lately I though I'd ask - what gives?  Does
anyone know if this is still (or was ever) true, who are the
producer/director/studio, any probable plot lines?  Is S. Weaver still
interested?

Thanks for listening.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 11:51:38 GMT
From: cabp10@vaxa.strath.ac.uk
Subject: what Flicks has to say about Alien III

Over here in Scotland (and I suppose in Britain as a whole) we get a
magazine called Flicks.  It is free from the Cinema as you walk in the
door.  It had a list of films that are coming out in 1991 it had this to
say about Alien III:

Alien III

    AFTER alien and aliens, Sigourney Weaver returns as Ripley for anther
    helping of sci-fi thrills, directed by Vincent Ward. Beginning where
    Aliens ended, Ripley, the creature and the other human survivors crash
    on an asteroid for a final confrontation.  

    Quentin Falk


Sean Stratton
Cabp10@uk.ac.strath.vaxa

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 4 Jan 91 08:38:18 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a list of the files that are currently available in the archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       [Note: originally these two were one file.
   10 galactica80.guide      They have now been split into two files.]
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  58 star-trek-tng.guide
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt              [Currently being updated]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
        sf-lovers.v15      [In progress - due middle of month]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 21:50:53 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: A TIMELY AFFAIR by Janice Bennett

		     A TIMELY AFFAIR by Janice Bennett
	      Zebra Regency Romance, 1990, ISBN 0-8217-2930-6
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Okay, I can hear you already - when did Evelyn start reading romance
novels and what is this review doing in a science fiction newsgroup?  Well,
it's like this:

   A TIMELY AFFAIR is a time travel novel.  When I read the (favorable)
review in LOCUS, I decided to give it a try.  After all, science fiction is
science fiction, and though the person I was with in the bookstore when I
bought it pretended not to know me, I persevered.  And then every time I
opened it, he had some comment to make.  But I did read it, and here I am
to tell you about it.  And right up front I'll say that this book
constitutes my entire experience with the romance genre (and the Regency
sub-genre in particular), so take my comments as coming from someone with
no practical background.  I know something *about* the genre, and
understand the different time periods that show up in romance novels, and
know that the infamous "woman in a long white dress fleeing from the house
across the moor with a full moon in the background" is found on Gothic
romances rather than Regency ones, and that these days heroines in romance
novels are allowed to have sex (whereas twenty years ago this wasn't true,
at least not until after they married the man in question), and so on.  But
I hadn't *read* any of these.  (Or do PRIDE AND PREJUDICE or TESS OF THE
D'URBERVILLES count?)  Anyway, back to the matter at hand.

   The novel's main character, Andrea Wells, is a romance novel fan in
current-day Minneapolis.  In particular, she is a fan of Regency romances.
(Is this product placement for the Zebra line?  Well, at least they don't
have her reading specific novels in their line.)  So much in love with
Regency London is she that when she gets fed up with her over-possessive
boyfriend, she packs up and heads off to London to visit all the places
she's been reading about.  (I can relate to this - when we went to London,
Mark pointed out where Gorgo came up out of the Thames and where they found
the alien spaceship in FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH, and of course I visited
Baker Street.)  While there she sees an article in a tabloid about an old
manor which fascinates her.  When she goes there on a tour, she starts
seeing apparitions: ghostly servants dressed in Regency costume, well-
dressed nobles, etc.  The current resident notices this and decides, on a
truly flimsy bit of plotting, that Andrea is just the person to go back in
time to find a lost heirloom that will save her from ruin.  This is
achieved via the same method used in Richard Matheson's BID TIME RETURN or
Jack Finney's TIME AND AGAIN: the time traveler places her- or himself in a
room full of objects from the period and wills her- or himself back.

   Well, needless to say, it works.  (If it didn't, there wouldn't be much
story now, would there?)  She goes back, meets the man of her dreams, looks
for the treasure, etc.  This is all clouded by the fact that she knows he
will die in a fire in the West Tower on a certain date.

   As a time travel story, this is pretty thin.  The period details I
assume are true to Regency romances, though perhaps not to reality.  The
LOCUS reviewer objected to the somewhat heavy-handed social commentary
about the harsh conditions of the time.  But it's a no-win situation, had
the author left it out, her heroine, being a modern woman who should know
better, would appear insensitive.  But there are a lot of period details
missing.  True, people in novels seem never to go to the bathroom, but
certainly a modern-day woman sent back almost two hundred years could be
expected to notice the differences.  (For that matter, she is back for
several months yet never seems to have to deal with any feminine hygiene
issues, to put it as delicately as possible.)  A book that does deal with
all these questions, by the way, is THE MIRROR by Marlys Millhiser; readers
may find it an interesting comparison.  Admittedly Andrea has picked up
some information about dress, language, etc., from her reading, but her
ability to cope with all the things not mentioned in most romances is a
little unrealistic.

   Do I recommend this?  Well, if you like both genres (science fiction and
romance), you would probably like this book.  And if you liked Jack
Finney's TIME AND AGAIN or Richard Matheson's BID TIME RETURN, I would
recommend this, with the disclaimer that Bennett is not as good a writer as
Matheson or Finney.  So if you haven't read their books, read them first.

Evelyn C. Leeper
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
+1 908-957-2070

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 22:45:02 GMT
From: connie!rdavis@convex.com (Ray Davis)
Subject: Re: Merovingen Nights (was Re: Cyteen & Downbelow Station)

>I really like this book and the six shared-world ``Merovingen Nights''
>sequels.

I thought Angel with a Sword was a great book, but got bored with the
combined author sequels.  In fact, I stopped in the middle of the second
sequel.

>What I want to know is, how do they manage to be so consistent in style?
>I scarcely notice the changes of author.

Really?  I didn't feel like I was reading a Cherryh novel anymore.  I might
like any one of the other authors by themselves, but not jumbled together.
It felt like a rip off to me.  What bugged me the most was the lack of
continuity between each story.  Take a pile of short stories which are
unrelated, except for being in Merovingen, and attempt to thread them
together with some Cherryh pages.

Blech.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 14:37:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: Stanislaw Lem

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? I've heard a lot
>about him, all generally good, and was curious to know if anyone on this
>newsgroup has read any of his stuff. His book 'Eden' is supposedly very
>good, and I think one (or more) of his sci-fi/fantasy books has been made
>into an animated movie (I think the title is 'Fantastic Planet' or
>something like that).

Yes, yes!!! Stanislaw Lem is a very well known author in France and though
I do not remember its exact title, I saw that animated movie (about a giant
planet where humans are kept as pets by the (giant) inhabitants of said
planet) nearly fifteen years ago, and it was already considered a classic.

enigma@bruce.cs.monash.oz.au (Steven Gardner) writes:
>Oh boy, are you in for a good time! It's a strange co-incidence, but I
>have just recently embarked upon discoveries of this author because I
>received books by him for my birthday recently. They're wonderful - witty,
>dense, allegorical, full of intellectual play, yet simultaneously weighted
>with the gravity of serious ideas.

My opinion exactly:  this is why I read SF for.

>Can anyone help me with more titles for Lem?

One of the best books I ever read, was _Piege sur Zarkass_, sorry, I do not
know its title in English (it means: Trap on Zarkass) or even if it has
been translated, and this one has it all: aliens, spies, gods,
reincarnation etc.  It is a great book with a curiously tropical
atmosphere. Synopsis: on Zarkass, a strategically placed planet which
inhabitants, the Zarkassians, have several reptile-like qualities (in
particular, they shed their skins at regular intervals) are sent two Earth
agents, in order to investigate the crash of an interstellar vehicle.  The
fact that another alien race enters the picture along with a long-dead hero
(or maybe king, or god?) does not stop the action and humour.  As icing on
the cake, it has a beautiful cover.  In a word, if you can find it, read
it!

magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>One frustrating thing about Lem is that his books are hard to get, at
>least here in Sweden. About half his books have been published in Swedish,
>but they're out of print since several years. I have some of them in
>American paperback editions, but I haven't seen any of them around for a
>long time.  Does anyone know if these are still in print? He appears to be
>totally unknown in Britain. Most of his books seem to be available in
>German translations, but German books are rather hard to get in Swedish
>bookshops.

True, I have not seen any of his books in the United Kingdom or here, but
as mentioned above, in France you should have no problem finding
practically everything he wrote (in French, obviously).

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 17:34:38 GMT
From: kaplan@babar.inria.fr (Philippe Kaplan)
Subject: RE: Stanislaw Lem

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
> rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi) writes:
>>Has anyone read anything by Polish author Stanislaw Lem? I've heard a lot
>>about him, all generally good, and was curious to know if anyone on this
>>newsgroup has read any of his stuff. His book 'Eden' is supposedly very
>>good...
>
> Yes, yes!!! Stanislaw Lem is a very well known author in France and
> though I do not remember its exact title, I saw that animated movie
> (about a giant planet where humans are kept as pets by the (giant)
> inhabitants of said planet) nearly fifteen years ago, and it was already
> considered a classic.

Stanislaw Lem didn't write 'Eden', but 'Solaris'. You speak about Stefan
Wul.  He is very popular in France, because he is French! I don't remenber
his real name and I suggest you try to read his books in French because
they are really well-written, with full description of original planets.

> >Can anyone help me with more titles for Lem?

'niourk', 'noo', 'l'orphelin de Perdide', 'la peur geante', 'oms en serie',
'Pieges sur Zarkass', 'Le temple eternel',...

2 animated movies: 'La planete sauvage' and 'les maitres du temps' (from
Moebius's characters)

Philippe Kaplan
kaplan@mirsa.inria.fr

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 09:51:05 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: Stanislas Lem

kaplan@babar.inria.fr (Philippe Kaplan) writes:
>Stanislaw Lem didn't write 'Eden', but 'Solaris'. You speak about Stefan
>Wul.

Sorry, but Stanislaw Lem *has* written a book called 'Eden' - at least,
both the English and German translations have that title. It is quite
possible that the French translation (if it exists) has another title, and
that Stefan Wul also has written a book called 'Eden'.

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 01:22:47 GMT
From: ANDNICD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: title/author request

A friend of mine is trying to remember the author and or titles to a
trilogy she read when she was very young, around 79 or 80.  She believes
the books first came out then, but is not sure.  Her memory of it is very
vague, but it involves three people a girl, and either two brothers or a
brother and his best friend.  But the two boys seem to diverge because one
goes bad and one stays good.  The girl seems to own the tree of knowledge,
and there is some struggle over it or something.  Does this sound familiar
to anyone?  If you could e-mail any suggestions as to what it might be to
Milalle@Yalevm.bitnet (Allison) she would much appreciate it.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 19:27:36 GMT
From: gjacknow@gmuvax2.gmu.edu (Greg Jacknow)
Subject: Help me with a title please

Hello there, I was hoping that someone could help me find a book that I
read many years ago.  As usual my description is vague.  I think it may
have been written by Andre Norton or Alan Nourse, but I am not sure.

In this book I remember the protagonist being a young male around 18 years
old.  The world had a kind of opressive government without much future for
the lower class.  This boy decides/is asked to go to an experimental
medical facility.  It turns out that they are testing for mental powers and
of course he has them.

Oh well I hope some one can help me.  Please E-mail me direct as I can not
always keep up with this newsgroup.

Greg Jacknow
Bitnet  :  gjacknow@gmuvax.bitnet
Internet : gjacknow@gmuvax.gmu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Anderson & Bujold & Card (2 msgs) & Cooper &
                   Costikyan & Ford (3 msgs) & Gibson & 
                   Jones (2 msgs) & Leiber & May & Rice

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 00:12:07 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: New Poul Anderson Novel

I generally really like Poul Anderson, but he did perpetrate one real
stinker.  It's called (I think) "The Devil's Game".  The premise (sounds
familiar, too) is that about 6 people are invited to an island, and get to
play a nasty version of "follow the leader".  If you do, you get to share
in the award money.  If you can't/won't, etc, you drop out.  Some of the
things tried and/or contemplated were fairly disgusting.  (Can you say
copraphage?)  As it turns out, the host had a "personal relationship" with
a demon.

It was a very strange book, and not like Poul Anderson's normal work at
all.  I always wondered if there's a writer named Paul Anderson and the
publisher decided to make a sly little typo to sell more copies of this
rancid book.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 16:11:32 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Recommendations/review: Lois McMaster Bujold

Anybody out there that hasn't tried Lois McMaster Bujold is missing out on
something wonderful.

The lady has something to say, and she says it well.  Fast-paced, funny,
impossible to put down, and effortlessly conveys some subtle ideas.
Reminds me in some ways of classic Heinlein--from the days of _The_Moon_is_
a_Harsh_Mistress.

Beware, though.  If you read them out of order, you're bound to get a
little confused.  Each novel stands perfectly on its own but, there's
always a _lot_ behind the scenes.

>>Mild spoiler warning. I've generally said less than the back cover does.<

As near as I can figure, here's everything she's written, in correct order:

_The_Shards_of_Honour_: When duty and honour collide.  The betrayal of a
fleet to save a world.  Does the end justify the means?  A tragedy, and a
romance.  Not as well plotted as some of the later ones, and not as
necessary to the sequence.

_The_Warrior's_Apprentice: The introduction of Lieutenant Lord Miles
Vorkosigan/Admiral Miles Naismith, the young, impetuous, deformed,
hyperkinetic, semi-crippled, schizophrenic military genius, oppressed by
two generations of heroes, and facing terrible Barrayaran prejudice against
mutants.

"The Mountains of Mourning", in _Borders_of_Infinity_: Deformed Miles must
journey to the backcountry of Barrayar to judge a case of infanticide, for
cause of mutation (harelip).  New ways against ancient fears.  When perfect
truth drugs are useless.  Hugo award-winning.

_The_Vor_Game_: How throwing out the trash can become high treason. An
intricate web of plots and counterplots and stunning bluffs.

_Ethan_of_Athos_: Not a Miles novel, but ties in closely.  Ethan is an
obstetrician from a planet that has no women. Deft handling of gender and
sexual issues, that never gets in the way of the plot.  Refreshingly free
of axes or grindstones.

_The_Borders_of_Infinity: A daring escape from a horrifyingly humane prison
camp.

_Brothers_in_Arms: Brilliantly schizophrenic.  Miles juggles two
identities, an identical clone, an ancient grudge, and a recent one.

_Falling_Free_: Set several hundred years before Miles's time.  The results
of radical genetic engineering on humans, and what happens when they
suddenly become obsolete.

READ THEM.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 17:16:00 GMT
From: KAK%UTRC@utrcgw.utc.com ("Kenneth A. Kousen")
Subject: Card's _Gloriously Bright_ and _Xenocide_

Over the holidays I got the January issue of Analog, which contained Orson
Scott Card's story _Gloriously Bright_, which appears to be a sequel to
_Ender's Game_ and _Speaker For The Dead_.  The story is listed in the
table of contents as a novel, and a rough estimate of the word count was in
the 50,000 range, which certainly qualifies.

I know from discussions on this list that the Card novel _Xenocide_ is to
be released sometime this year, and is supposed to be the next segment in
the ongoing series mentioned above.  My problem is, I find it hard to
believe that GB will only appear as a one-shot installment in an issue of
Analog.  Will it be released separately in book form as well?  If so, will
it be released before _Xenocide_?  Will _Xenocide_ contain _Gloriously
Bright_?

Any info will be appreciated.

Ken Kousen
kak%utrc@utrcgw.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 07:48:26 GMT
From: sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock)
Subject: Re: Card's _Gloriously Bright_ and _Xenocide_

After reading "Gloriously Bright" in Analog this month, it seems to me that
this is only part of a sequel, even if viewed as a complete novel by
length.

I think so because:

A)  It seems to end with the defeat of Jane and this just doesn't
    make sense.  She can black out an entire fleet's ansibles
    and can't stop a single message?
B)  The fleet is still out there somewhere and the situation on
    Lusitania is still unresolved, along with the newly realized
    situation on Path.  
C)  The two young characters, Qing-Jaio and her maid Si Wang-Mu
    are far too interesting to let things drop now.  
D)  The buggers remain unresurrected.

Anyway, I for one am anxiously awaiting the release of the novel this year.

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 3 Jan 91 12:09:32 EST
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: Susan Cooper

I've also enjoyed Susan Cooper's _The Dark Is Rising_ sequence.  Another of
her books is _Seaward_, a novel based on old Celtic(?) legends.  For early
teens, but adults will probably like it.  Basically, the story involves a
boy and a girl who are brought together from different parts of the world.
Together, they have to find their way through a magical landscape to the
sea.  The power of Death tries to hinder them, while the power of Life
tries to help.
 
On a slightly different tack, cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au offered her opinion
that, if you like Susan Cooper, you might not like Madeline L'Engle.  While
this is certainly possible, it's by no means likely.  I've read both Cooper
and L'Engle, and have enjoyed them both immensely.  Read them both, and you
be the judge!
 
Mary

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 06:19:11 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Review: _Another Day, Another Dungeon_

                      Another Day, Another Dungeon
                               Book One
                                  of
                           Cups and Sorcery
                                  by
                            Greg Costikyan
                             A Book Review
                                  by
                            Kent Paul Dolan

Pricilla "Sidney" ("Call me 'Sid'!") Stollit has a cash flow problem in the
breaking-and-entering business. She also has a problem with her ex-SO and
still partner Nick Pratchitt, who's most likely to be found under some
tavern girl's skirts, to Sid's vocal disgust. Timaes d'Asperge, newly
graduated fire mage with a little control difficulty, is looking for a
trade that will help him work off a pot gut and retain the respect of his
professors while dodging the draft. Father Geoffrey Thwaite, priest of
Dion, the god of drunkards, has been a little too zealous about practicing
his religion, and is most likely to be found at dawn's rosy light basking
in a nice warm gutter. Kraki Konarsson, barbarian swordsman and predestined
Hero, is in a bit of a tiff with the tavern keeper about his bar bill, and
is wrecking the place. Garni ben Grimi, exiled former dwarven prince, is
three months behind on his rent and the landlady wants him out, out, out!

Fate, necessity, and a campaign arranger (like a marriage broker, but for
bigger groups) throws this bunch of misfits together into what is supposed
to be a simple dungeon crawl, but ends up involving high magic and the fate
of nations, in a novel that work on many levels. It is a send up of the D&D
genre, a broad farce, a sustaining comedy, an adventure story, a treasure
trove of rationalizations for D&D abilities and creatures, a tale of magic,
a war novel, and more, and it all works as a seamless mesh.

There are perhaps half a dozen real belly laughs throughout the book, but a
high level of amusement holds throughout. The characters are anything but
cardboard: they have motives, and motives behind the motives, and self
doubts, and behavioral quirks, and yet each is an archetype of the D&D
genre as well.

Lessons we learn reading this story: 1) a good civil servant stays bought,
again and again; 2) it's hard to cram a dozen warring armies into a
downstairs flat guarded by an angry, umbrella wielding landlady; 3) some
simple spells don't work at all well in a small room, if you happen to be
in the room too; 4) even a perch on a basilisk's back isn't all that safe
when the enemy starts turning to stone; 5) it's no use saving for your
golden years if you're a fire mage; 6) even a cyclops swordsman likes
marmelade with his tea and crumpets, 7) not every harmless senile bum in
the street is a two millenium old liar, 8) once a backstabbing orc, always
a backstabbing orc, and 9) rising from the manure pile to bed a baroness
can be bad for your health even if you are a grand duke with a mushroom
fixation.

Lots of fun if you're looking for a light read. Recommended. I'm looking
forward to the sequel, especially after the "Shameless Cliff Hanger
Ending".

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 19:23:19 GMT
From: ken@valkyrie.ecn.uoknor.edu (Ken Burnside)
Subject: Looking for a bibliography of works by John M. Ford

I normally avoid Trek fiction, having read far too many tales of Kirk Spock
and McCoy, but I was bored.  I picked up a book called _The Final
Reflection_ by John M. Ford, and was pleasantly surprised.  He presented a
reasonable mishmash of cultures that seemed alien, and presented a
different side of one of the most hackneyed shared universes around.

I think the main reason why I found this book so enjoyable was because it
didn't have the usual Trek characters in it.  And because of the subtle
shadings and interpretations there are in it upon the writings of Sun Tzu
and Miyamoto Musashi, as well as on the memoirs of Patton.

Anyone got a bibliography of the works Ford has written, with
recommendations?

Much obliged.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 23:33:39 GMT
From: chen@dusk.gatech.edu (Ray Chen)
Subject: Re: Looking for a bibliography of works by John M. Ford

Novels:

In rough order of publication:

Princes of the Air	- SF
Web of Angels		- SF - should be required reading for all
				would-be hackers
The Dragon Waiting	- Fantasy/alternate-history

The Final Reflection	- about Klingons (which you've already read)
How Much for Just The Planet?	- a glorious send-up of classic Star Trek
				  (a Star Trek musical culminating
				   in a ... nah, I won't spoil it.)

He's also done some Liavek stories (edited by Will Shetterly).

I recommend them *all*.

Princes of the Air and The Dragon Waiting are *very* intricate though.
You'll have to really think as you read or re-read them a couple of times
before you figure out what's going on.  They're worth it, though,
especially The Dragon Waiting.  Web of Angels is a little less obtuse and
very good.  It's also my personal favorite.  The Liavek collections are
good in their own right and are definitely worth picking up.

I like John Ford's writing.  I just wish he wrote faster.

Have fun.

Ray Chen
chen@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 00:20:34 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Looking for a bibliography of works by John M. Ford

chen@dusk.gatech.edu (Ray Chen) writes:
>How Much for Just The Planet?  - a glorious send-up of classic Star Trek
>                                 (a Star Trek musical culminating
>                                 in a ... nah, I won't spoil it.)

I just finished it, and it was funny.  Though it sure played fast and loose
with the Trek universe.

I was wondering, does anyone have a list of the tunes to the various songs?
I suspect many of them are Gilbert & Sullivan, but I could only identify a
few.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!headland!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 18:33:02 GMT
From: polari!lsh@sumax.seattleu.edu (Lee Hauser)
Subject: Re: Mona Lisa Overdrive: Aleph

vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Last time I checked, the AI's name was Wintermute.  Is my assumption not
>correct after all?

There were TWO AI's in Neuromancer.  Wintermute was the one we heard most
of, the one that "controlled" the operation, and lived in Berne.
Neuromancer was the South American AI, the one who brought case to the
beach and appeared as a young boy.

Lee Hauser
uw-beaver!sumax!polari!lsh
lsh@polari

------------------------------

Date: 22 Dec 90 00:06:11 GMT
From: cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au (D J Astley)
Subject: Diana Wynne Jones

kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin) writes:
>No, it's probably "Dogsbody", by Diana Wynne Jones, who writes lots of
>excellent childrens-and-young-adults fantasy (try "Fire and Hemlock", "The
>Ogre Downstairs", the Crestomanci (spelling?) books, and a rather good
>book whose name completely escapes me ).
>
>I can't be sure about Dogsbody, as its one of rather too many books on my
>shelves I haven't got round to reading yet.

My favourite in the Wynne Jones stuff is a toss-up between the Crestomanci
series especially Charmed Life (and I believe there is a fairly new one of
these out people) and The Power of Three. Excellent. Occasionally funny.
Recommended to anyone but especially early teens.  :) 

Andrea

------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 90 06:36:06 GMT
From: lhb6v@faraday.clas.Virginia.EDU (Laura Hayes Burchard)
Subject: Re: Diana Wynne Jones

cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au (D J Astley) writes:
>My favourite in the Wynne Jones stuff is a toss-up between the Crestomanci
>series especially Charmed Life (and I believe there is a fairly new one of
>these out people)

What?!  Later than _The Lives of Christopher Chant_?  Tell me more?

>and The Power of Three. Excellent. Occasionally funny.  Recommended to
>anyone but especially early teens.

I second the recommendation.  Could one of the UK people post a
bibliography?  Apparently a lot of her stuff doesn't make it to America,
and I'd like to have names so as to facilitate searching.

Laura Burchard
lhb6v@virginia.edu
lhb6v@virginia.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 16:47:46 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Fritz Leiber

Folks, anyone out there who likes fantasy, but doesn't like Tolkien copies,
has to try Leiber's _Swords_ series.  Fafhrd and the Grey Mouser are
devilishly clever rogues, who adventure for its own sake.  They could
reasonably be called the archetype of "low fantasy" - no worlds to be
saved, just treasures to be won, and women to be ravished.  And of course,
wine to be guzzled.

"Ill Met in Lankhmar", and "Lean Times in Lankhmar" are two of the best
novelettes I've read.  Seems to me they both won Nebulas, or something.

And there is no connection with D&D, save as inspiration.  Don't get the
idea that Lankhmar is TSR trash.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 20:06:50 GMT
From: procon!bob@csccat.cs.com (Bob Trosper)
Subject: Forthcoming Julian May works.

Greetings, Earthlings!

Does anyone have any information about the long promised Julian May
"Galactic Milieu" trilogy?

As a long time s-f reader who is having a lot of trouble finding anything
current that is even remotely readable, I am very anxious to know if and
when these volumes will appear.

Thanks in advance for any available information.

Bob Trosper
Pro Consultants, Inc.
(214) 637-7710	
csccat!procon!bob	

------------------------------

Date: 25 Dec 90 22:04:16 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: Vamp Lestat..Movie?

Okay, I'm ignorant.  But I read _Interview with a Vampire_, well, I beat my
way through it, a couple of years ago.  After seeing so much praise of _The
Vampire Lestat_ (especially how much better it was than IwaV), I borrowed
it from the library and read the first two-thirds of it.  I kept waiting
for it to grab my interest, but finally gave up.

Now, I don't want to start a flame war, so please email me.  But would one
or two kind souls please tell me what you like so much about these books?
I'm missing something, and I'd like to know what.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  8-Jan  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #7
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA08964; Tue, 8 Jan 91 09:22:48 EST
Date: Tue, 8 Jan 91 09:22:48 EST
Message-Id: <9101081422.AA08964@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #7
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 8 Jan 91 09:22:48 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #7
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 8 Jan 1991         Volume 16 : Issue 7

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Heinlein (6 msgs) & Hogan (5 msgs) &
                       McCaffrey (6 msgs) & Rosenberg

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 90 13:39:31 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: _Stranger_

I finished reading the expanded version of _Stranger in a Strange Land_ the
other day.  It was expanded from about 160,000 words to 220,000.  It was
surprising how little difference the extra ~37% made in the plot.  Most of
the extra parts were hardly noticable unless you've got the book almost
memorized.

Should you buy it?  Yes if you're a Heinlein fanatic.  It does fill in some
of the pieces that had to be edited out due to the current (at the time)
public mores.  And if you enjoy the little Heinleinisms strewn throughout
his later books, they're there.  I'm glad I have it.  But nothing supremely
significant was edited out to make the original version.  Robert did an
excellent job with the cuts.  As a book and not a Heinlein artifact, the
original may be the better version.  If you haven't read either one, why
not, you fool?

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 90 16:01:53 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: _Stranger_

rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau) writes:
>Should you buy it?  Yes if you're a Heinlein fanatic.  It does fill in
>some of the pieces that had to be edited out due to the current (at the
>time) public mores.  And if you enjoy the little Heinleinisms strewn
>throughout his later books, they're there.  I'm glad I have it.  But
>nothing supremely significant was edited out to make the original version.
>Robert did an excellent job with the cuts.  As a book and not a Heinlein
>artifact, the original may be the better version.  If you haven't read
>either one, why not, you fool?

I'm not sure that all the cuts were just because of the mores of the times.
Before the mid-sixties, editors were able to have some effect on Heinlein's
work. He wasn't such an untouchable big name that they could not insist on
his trimming and tightening things.  Since then, he has been such a big
name that editors could not afford for him to have a temper tantrum and
take his books to another publisher.

Reading Heinlein, both early and late works, have made me appreciate the
job that editors can do, and how they can improve the works of certain
writers. Most of the early Heinlein works are tight, well-paced, and
reasonably well-written. Most of the later stuff rambles around far too
much.

As you can guess from the above, I'm in no hurry to go out an buy the
so-called restored editions of Heinlein. I think, in Heinlein's case at
least, what the editors left on the cutting room floor (to borrow a line
from the movies) should stay there.
    
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Dec 90 02:38:16 GMT
From: fleming@cup.portal.com (Stephen R Fleming)
Subject: Re: _Stranger_

I tend to agree that the cuts were almost unnoticeable. I was really
expecting more (something like the new version of "The Stand" that came out
earlier in the year).  In fact, I find it hard to believe that the new
version is 50,000 words longer!

Most interesting omission: in Jill's first meal at Jubal's house, Heinlein
mentions the usual crowd (Jubal, Larry, Duke, the three girls), and:

    There was also a middle-aged couple who were not
    introduced at all, who ate as if they were in a restaurant
    and left the table as soon as they were finished without 
    ever having spoken to the others.

    (p. 114)

This couple is never referred to again.

Huh?  Is this a "cameo appearance" by Robert and Ginny?  Anyone know?

Stephen Fleming
(703) 847-7058
fleming@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 04:34:10 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: _Stranger_

   A friend of mine found some interesting things in the "uncut" version. I
haven't read it myself, but verified that in the first 15 pages or so, the
phrases "computer programmer" and "water bed" appear.  Neither of these two
appear in the original "cut" version. (The second is particularly
suggestive. The original phrase was "hydraulic bed.")  This suggests fairly
strongly that we are not *just* seeing an uncut version, but that someone
has tampered with the text. Whether it was Virginia Heinlein or just some
overzealous copy editor is of course impossible to tell.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 15:45:29 GMT
From: pwh@bradley2.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman)
Subject: Re: _Stranger_

I've gotten a copy of the "uncut" _Stranger in a Strange Land_ and flashed
through it in record time (considering there are other books that I've been
"reading" for a year to six months), and while it's been a long time since
I read the original, I didn't notice any really "significant" differences.

The only thing I could really put my finger on was that I didn't really
remember all the various background information that tended to start each
chapter later in the book.  Stuff about all the various events going on in
the world.

It didn't seem too fat, but it didn't seem like there was a whole lot added
either.  If anyone has gone through and cataloged or even noticed things
that they'd consider significant, it would be interesting to see just where
my memory has failed.

Pete Hartman
pwh@bradley.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 10:57:00 GMT
From: JANSSENS@wet.rug.ac.be
Subject: Cabellian allusions in R.A.H.

QUERY: When reading RAH's THE CAT WHO WALKS THROUGH WALLS,
       I found a lot of Cabell (JAMES BRANCH) allusions in it.
There's the quote at the beginning of chapter 24, and the Cabellian concept
of an Author, an omnipotent being, superior to the local (to the book, that
is.) gods.  (This is only valid in fiction though.)

And there is the Shakespearean sub-title A COMEDY OF MANNERS, I think it to
be, not having the book with me.  The same with JOB 'A COMEDY OF JUSTICE',
There's a Cabellian-like Koschei figure (there's mention of Koschei in one
of RAH WORLD AS MYTH cycle books, to give a name to RAH'S latest work, but
KOSCHEI is really just used as an expletive, by Zeb CARTER I think.)
Anybody out there know more about it? I never found Cabell allusions in
RAH'S earlier works, and I don't think there is in 'NUMBER OF THE BEAST',
where there is allusion to almost every ancient SF & Fantasy work.

ADDITIONAL QUERY:
Anybody outthere knows what, if any, books by Cabell are available or in
print at the moment? I got FIGURES/JURGEN & STALLION from UNWIN and THE
CREAM OF THE JEST from BALLANTINE

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 12:05:39 GMT
From: rlifk@termix.termo.unit.no (Roar Larsen)
Subject: Hogan

Does anyone have any info on (what I believe to be) James P.  Hogan's
latest book? I once saw a review somewhere but cannot recall the title.  I
think it was described as more or less the SF equivalent of Ayn Rand's
*Atlas Shrugged*.  (That would really be something - two of my favourite
authors in one book!!) Comments/info will be appreciated.

I am painfully aware that I have left myself wide open for snide remarks
through the praising of controversial (?) authors.  :-) Seeing as this is
my first posting, however, I can only claim the innocence of inexperience.

Roar Larsen
Trondheim, Norway
rlifk@termix.termo.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 06:48:46 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Hogan's latest 

rlifk@termix.termo.unit.no (Roar Larsen) writes:
>By the way, does anyone have any info on (what I believe to be) James P.
>Hogan's latest book? I once saw a review somewhere but cannot recall the
>title.  I think it was described as more or less the SF equivalent of Ayn
>Rand's *Atlas Shrugged*.  (That would really be something - two of my
>favourite authors in one book!!) Comments/info will be appreciated.
 
 Hm. Perhaps you mean _The Mirror Maze_. Not having read anything by Ayn
Rand, I can't comment on that comparison, but Hogan's book reads like
either a somewhat interesting political espionage thriller, or a paranoid
hyper-libertarian's ravings at the world. I think Hogan should leave
politics out of his SF, the results are much more readable.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 08:21:33 GMT
From: stevedc@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Stephen Carter)
Subject: Re: Hogan

rlifk@termix.termo.unit.no (Roar Larsen):
> By the way, does anyone have any info on (what I believe to be) James P.
> Hogan's latest book? I once saw a review somewhere but cannot recall the
> title.  I think it was described as more or less the SF equivalent of Ayn
> Rand's *Atlas Shrugged*.  (That would really be something - two of my
> favourite authors in one book!!) Comments/info will be appreciated.
>
> I am painfully aware that I have left myself wide open for snide remarks
> through the praising of controversial (?) authors.  :-) 

Eh?

Why is James P Hogan seen as controversial?

His book "Two Faces of Tommorow" should be required reading for all people
connected to the Net!
 
Stephen Carter
The University of Sussex
Falmer, Brighton BN1 9RH, UK
+44 273 678203
JANET: stevedc@uk.ac.sussex.syma
EARN/BITNET: stevedc@syma.sussex.ac.uk
UUCP: stevedc@syma.uucp
ARPA/INTERNET: stevedc%syma.sussex.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 91 11:22:29 GMT
From: dac@prolix.ccadfa.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Hogan

Stephen Carter writes:
> Why is James P Hogan seen as controversial?
>
> His book "Two Faces of Tommorow" should be required reading for all
> people connected to the Net!

And 'Code of the Lifemaker'.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 16:58:39 GMT
From: ukc!tharr!sweh@mcsun.eu.net (Stephen Harris)
Subject: James P Hogan

stevedc@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Stephen Carter) writes:
>Why is James P Hogan seen as controversial?

I don't know.  He seems a pretty solid mainstream write to me.  But then,
what do I know?

>His book "Two Faces of Tommorow" should be required reading for all people
>connected to the Net!

Also Thrice Upon A Time", a pretty good attempt to solve the time travel
paradox

Personally I like most of Hogan's work, but thought the Giant's Trilogy got
a little far fetched towards the end.

Stephen Harris
..!ukc!axion!tharr!sweh
sweh%tharr.uucp@uk.co.bt.axion
tharr!sweh@uk.ac.ukc 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 19:38:40 GMT
From: gio@public.btr.com (Giovanni V. Guillemette  gio@btr.com)
Subject: What is the order of the Pern books?

Could someone please tell me the proper order of the Dragonriders of Pern
books (in Pernian time, not publication order)?  I would appreciate it
immensely.

Thanks.

Gio
gio@btr.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 91 04:45:56 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx0.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Re: What is the order of the Pern books?

gio@public.BTR.COM (Giovanni V. Guillemette) writes:
> Could someone please tell me the proper order of the Dragonriders of Pern
> books (in Pernian time, not publication order)?  I would appreciate it
> immensely.

   Here is what I BELIEVE to be the correct chronological order of the Pern
books:

   1)  DragonsDawn
   2)  Moreta: DragonLady of Pern
   3)  Nerilka
   4)  DragonFlight
   5) *DragonQuest
   6) *DragonSong
   7) *The White Dragon
   8) *DragonSinger
   9) *DragonDrums
   10) The Renegades of Pern

   * DragonQuest and The White Dragon take place during the same time as
'Song, 'Singer and 'Drums.

   Any mistakes/missing books will most assuredly be pointed out by others.
:)

Mike Elias
Oxford, Oh
Miami University
Mlelias@Miavx1.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 22:00:09 GMT
From: ennael@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu
Subject: Re: What is the order of the Pern books?

mlelias@miavx0.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias) writes:
>   1)  DragonsDawn
>   2)  Moreta: DragonLady of Pern
>   3)  Nerilka
>   4)  DragonFlight
>   5) *DragonQuest
>   6) *DragonSong
>   7) *The White Dragon
>   8) *DragonSinger
>   9) *DragonDrums
>   10) The Renegades of Pern
>   *  DragonQuest and The White Dragon take place during the same time as
>'Song, 'Singer and 'Drums.
>   Any mistakes/missing books will most assuredly be pointed out by
>others. :)

Yep, they will. :-) You got most of it right, though, and I'm pretty sure
you haven't missed any books.  (If you have, though, I won't mind - I need
more reading material! :-) )

Moreta and Nerilka take place at the same time; Nerilka is from the point
of view of one of the minor characters from Moreta, and it goes into the
ending of Moreta in a little more detail.  The way the Harper Hall Trilogy
fits into the Dragonriders Trilogy is rather weird, but here goes:
Dragonquest, and possibly Dragonsong, start off the earliest.  These two
are concurrent, until around the middle of 'Quest, when 'Song ends and
'Singer starts.  'Singer ends a bit before 'Quest does.  Next is 'Drums,
which takes place about 3 Turns after 'Quest ends; then is the White
Dragon, which starts something like 2 Turns after 'Drums, if I remember
right.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 00:43:59 GMT
From: salamon@sdbio2.ucsd.edu (Andrew Salamon)
Subject: Re: What is the order of the Pern books?

>   1)  DragonsDawn
>   2)  Moreta: DragonLady of Pern
>   3)  Nerilka
>   4)  DragonFlight
>   5) *DragonQuest
>   6) *DragonSong
>   7) *The White Dragon
>   8) *DragonSinger
>   9) *DragonDrums
>   10) The Renegades of Pern
>
>   *  DragonQuest and The White Dragon take place during the same time as
>'Song, 'Singer and 'Drums.

The White Dragon should be after DragonSinger and DragonDrums, although
there definitely may be some overlap.

I was surprised that she never mentioned Kenjo's flying machine and all the
feul he had stashed away in _Renegades_. (I mean he stashed it in _Dawn_
but I thought it would be mentioned in _Renegades_.)

Any bets on how long it will take them to reach the "dawn sisters"?

Andrew
salamon@sdbio2.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 03:56:25 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: What is the order of the Pern books?

I feel that for to maximise the impact of Dragonsdawn, you should read the
original trilogy of Dragonflight, Dragonquest, and The White Dragon first.

*Spoiler warning*

Without the build up of finding the fire lizards, and speculations about
'how did they get dragons from those'; you just won't appreciate the read
story on how the settlers developed dragons.  I think it would be
anticlimatic to read Dragonsdawn first.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 05:04:30 GMT
From: deveaux@boulder.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: What is the order of the Pern books?

Not to get authoritative on you folks or anything, but...

Anne McCaffrey herself has said that if you are going to read the Pern
books, then you should read them in the order that they were *published*.

This makes the order:

1)Dragonflight
2)Dragonquest
3)The White Dragon
4)DragonSong
5)DragonSinger
6)Dragon Drums
7)Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern
8)Nerilka's Story
9)Dragon's Dawn
10)Renegades of Pern

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 91 04:35:47 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx0.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Re: Rosenberg's _Guardians of the Flame_ series

mehawk@reed.UUCP (Michael Sandy) writes:
> Warning, Spoilers ahead:
> 
> Major Spoilers:
>
> In Joel Rosenberg's Guardians of the Flame series, the valley of Home has
> a ward that supposedly makes it impossible to bring magic into the
> valley.  It is specifically stated that even healing droughts set off the
> wards. (The Silver Crown)
>
> However, slaver powder, a magical version of gunpowder, is brought into
> the valley, specifically, brought to the Engineer himself!!!  Did
> somebody goof?  Is it because it was brought in by Ellegon, (the dragon),
> or do the wards simply alert someone?
>
> Also, what was the English portion of the messages which the Warrior left
> on the slaver bodies in _The Warrior Lives_?

   Michael,

   The wards around Home did not make impossible entry of magical items
into the valley, but made it impossible for for such items to be brought
into it without someone being made aware of the object(s).  That someone
probably being the Spider sect magicain, wizard, whatever.  So, you can
bring in all the magical items you wish, just not do it undetected.
Remember when the assassins killed Anna 'Major' and Anna 'Minor'?  They did
not bring healing droughts in for that exact same purpose.  (For all the
good it did them)

   The English portion of the signs was, I believe, the same as the rest of
the sign.  I don't have the book in front of me, so I can't be completely
sure though.

Mike Elias
Oxford, Oh
Miami University
Mlelias@Miavx1.Bitnet

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Jan 91 05:36:55 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: Mercedes Lackey's _Arrows_ series - comments?

I can't recall the name of this particular series by Mercedes Lackey, but
I've heard that the first two books, _Arrows of the Queen_ and _Arrow's
Flight_ were pretty good. They received a 4+ and 4 (out of 5) star rating
in OtherRealms. What about the third book? What would you rate it? Is there
a fourth, or is the third the end of the series?

Thanks in advance.

Eric Sassaman

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 00:11:59 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey's _Arrows_ series - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>What about the third book? What would you rate it? Is there a fourth, or
>is the third the end of the series?

Personal opinion time.  With bits of information thrown in.

The third book, "Arrows Fall", is not as good as the first, "Arrows of the
Queen", but it's better than the second, "Arrow's Flight".  It doesn't let
the series down, and is worth reading if you enjoyed the first two.  It has
some irritating plot weaknesses due to the author's taste for melodrama.
(Without introducing spoilers, an example would be the use of the truth
spell, which at one point is used almost casually, to allay general
suspicions, and at another is not used when it clearly should be.  Instead,
a dangerous and pointless ruse is enacted.)

The 'fourth' book in the series, whose title escapes me, is due in about a
month, and bridges this series and the Tarma&Kethry books.  It's the story
of Kerowyn, as in "Kerowyn's Ride", for those familiar with the song, who
is Kethry's grand-daughter, and who becomes the mercenary captain who can
save Valdemar from Ancor (sp?) and company.  (On the basis of the lyrics, I
suspect we'll be seeing more rape.  I wish Lackey would stop that.)

Like anybody who enjoyed Lackey's earlier books, I'm looking forward to
this one.  But, at the same time, I wish she wouldn't.  This failure to
leave the scenes of her early successes is cementing Lackey's status as a
one-note writer (two notes if one counts her writings in a second genre)
just when she should be showing some ambition.

Which makes it all the more unfortunate that her third 'series', "The Last
of the Herald Mages", though enjoyable in itself, was essentially a
background- filler set in earlier Valdemar.  Taken on its own merits, that
trilogy's weakest book is its first, "Magic's Pawn", which devotes so much
space to sexual politics that it hardly has any attention to spare for the
plot.  In the latter two books, the author has gotten enough of it out of
her system to tell a story.  (A book with no implicit politics is just
mind-candy, but a book that lets the politics eclipse the story is poorly
written.)

Mercedes Lackey hasn't produced a disappointing book yet.  But neither,
since "Arrows of the Queen", has she produced any more "immediate reread"
material.  She puts me in mind of Jo Clayton, who got off to a strong start
with "Diadem from the Stars", drifted into sequelitis, and now, despite
obvious efforts to broaden and strengthen her writing is still, however
much the words may differ from book to book, singing the same song she
started with.  I hope Lackey will start taking some chances, however much
that may disappoint the members of her fan club, "Queen's Own."

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 05:37:17 GMT
From: blarson@blars
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey's _Arrows_ series - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) writes:
>I can't recall the name of this particular series by Mercedes Lackey, but
>I've heard that the first two books, _Arrows of the Queen_ and _Arrow's
>Flight_ were pretty good.

"The Heralds of Valdemar" series (third book is "Arrow's Fall") is
definitely worth reading.

"The Last Herald-Mage" ("Magic's Pawn", "Magic's Promise", "Magic's Price")
is in the same world, but dwells more on the main characters inner termoil.
Worth reading if you like the arrows series, but not as light a read.

Mercedes Lakey is on my list of authors to look for but I probably wouldn't
pay hardback prices.

Bob Larson
blarson@usc.edu
usc!blarson

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 20:43:44 GMT
From: sjg@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Susan Gavula)
Subject: Re: "Modern" Fantasy

I just finished Mercedes Lackey's Trilogy "Magic's Pawn", "Magic's
Promise", "Magic's Price".  Wow.  I really felt for her characters.

Does anyone know if she has written any more stories about Mage-lady Martis
and Lyran?  I have read 2 short stories about them and am looking for more.

Susan Gavula

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 23:50:27 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Mercedes Lackey's Penchant for Melodrama (SPOILERS)

I agree wholeheartedly with what Dani Zweig said about Mercedes Lackey's
books and her, as I said in the subject line, penchant for melodrama.

I read the Last Herald Mage series first, liked it very much, and felt that
Vanyel's rape in the third book was highly gratuitous.  There are indeed
instances where rape furthers the plot and is a logical progression - I
did not feel like this was one of them.

Likewise, when Talia was raped (and no one is raped, they're "brutally
raped") in Arrow's Fall, I had an uncharitable thought: "This author must
have been raped before."  Admittedly a horrible sentiment.  But I really
felt bombarded with raperaperape.

And if you've read Burning Water, you know about the sort of stuff that
happens in there.

I enjoy Mercedes Lackey's work, but there are many times when I think she
needs an editor.  

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas@Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 17:08:15 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Elric

I've just gotten a copy of "The Fortress of the Pearl" in PB, could'nt
afford HB..I haven't been able to put it down.  I find that the plot runs
smoother than some earlier epics of Elric, he is also a kinder, more
gentler Elric.  This having to do with the fact the Cymoril is not dead
yet?  I guess it was hard at first to start this again, as I remember his
supposed death, although I can't see Elric being dead, after all he's been
through.  My feelings were he thought he was dead, or we were lead to
believe he was dead, and he is coming back in later stories.  Is this so?
The "Fortress" being a 1989 book, are there more to come that I have not
seen?  Please let me know, as apparently I have read all this out of order
or the compilation books I got from SFBC were out of order, or something.
If anyone has any thoughts I'd be glad to hear.  Also, the charcter of Oone
the Dreamthief seems to have more intelligence than most of the femme
fatals that Elric always gets wrapped up in.  I appreciate this. 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 23:41:35 GMT
From: psavoie@pro-micol.cts.com (Pierre Savoie)
Subject: Golden Fleece

   The new novel GOLDEN FLEECE, by Robert J. Sawyer (1990), is an excellent
novel for those who like stories about computers even more evil than HAL
9000.
 It is the story of a colony ship bound for Tau Ceti with 10,000 on board,
and managed by a megacomputer called JASON, who makes HAL look like a boy
scout.  The story is interesting because it is told from the *computer's*
perspective, and includes a sub-plot about a mysterious alien message that
JASON intercepts during the mission.  The alien message, disturbingly,
consists of distinct blocks with a number of bits equal to the product of
two prime numbers, similar to the style occasionally sent by the Earth!
This sub-plot is handled particularly realistically.
   The novel was surprisingly broad in scope, and even included flashbacks
from a character's life about child molestation, and about why you catch
more colds if you live south of St. Clair St. in Toronto than if you live
north of there.

Pierre Savoie
Micol Labs
Toronto
generic!pnet91!pro-micol!psavoie@zoo.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 03:15:09 GMT
From: ksand@apple.com (Kent Sandvik)
Subject: Re: Golden Fleece

psavoie@pro-micol.cts.com (Pierre Savoie) writes:
>   The new novel GOLDEN FLEECE, by Robert J. Sawyer (1990), is an
>excellent novel for those who like stories about computers even more evil
>than HAL 9000.
>
> It is the story of a colony ship bound for Tau Ceti with 10,000 on board,
>and managed by a megacomputer called JASON, who makes HAL look like a boy
>scout.  The story is interesting because it is told from the *computer's*
>perspective, and includes a sub-plot about a mysterious alien message that
>JASON intercepts during the mission.  The alien message, disturbingly,
>consists of distinct blocks with a number of bits equal to the product of
>two prime numbers. similar to the style occasionally sent by the Earth!
>This sub-plot is handled particularly realistically.

I also recommend this story, sort of computer-ecological junk-future.  Hope
nobody's spoiling the idea behind the message from the stars here in
sf-lovers (don't, don't, don't mention it!!!).  It's sad, because the
sub-plot idea is worth talking more about.

This book, and "In the Country of the Blind" by Flynn were two of the most
fun books I read this Christmas.

Kent Sandvik
Apple Computer Inc
ksand@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 16:12:54 GMT
From: aidoann@engin.umich.edu (Caren B. Levine)
Subject: Varley:  Knows the future or just coincidence?

I'm re-reading the Gaean Trilogy (Titan, Wizard, Demon) by John Varley and
I came accross what might be called a startling coincidence.  The beginning
of Titan takes place in 2025 and the heroine, Cirocco, is 34.  That would
mean she would have been conceived/born in late 1990 early 1991.  Now,
here's the bizarre part:

Page 40: "Her mother...had not intended to have children, but had not
counted on the Arab prison guard.  He raped her when she was captured after
a border incident between Iraq and Saudi Arabia."

This book was written in 1979.  DOES Varley know the future?  I'll let the
net decide.

Caren B. Levine
aidoann@aal.itd.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 90 18:06:55 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Van Vogt meets I, Claudius (was pick good new books?)

>It's beyond me how anyone could confuse Van Vogt with a good writer.  An
>interesting one, sure, if only for the impeccably-reasoned stupidity of
>his ideas.  :)

An interesting read is _Empire of the Atom_ by A. E. Van Vogt.  It's a
post-atomic-wars _I, Claudius_.  The sequel, _The Wizard of Linn_, strays
farther from _Claudius the God_ and is also IMHO not as good a read as
EotA.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 23:03:56 GMT
From: pcampb@rhea.trl.oz (Peter Campbell)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7 books

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>By the time I post this, chances are the discussion will have moved
>on, but here goes:
>   Paul Darrow himself, who played Kerr Avon, wrote a book called
>simply _Avon_, that gives insight into Avon's character.  I didn't read
>it, but I'm not a big Blake's 7 fan.

I did, I've got them all, and maybe I'll post a summary if anyone is
interested - when I come back from holidays in Mid-January.

The book is pretty good and does give a bit more insight into Avon,
however, it is fairly short (it looks bigger because it's hardback and has
large print), and in a couple of places it contradicts the main series.

For example, in the series the security system on the Liberator used the
vision of Avon's brother to draw him in, when they first found the ship.
In the book Avon has no siblings, but is instead (eventually) 'adopted'.
There is a brother in the sense of an adopted brother, but they did not
have a relationship that the security system could have used - if Avon were
presented with the vision of his adopted brother he would have been more
likely to try and kill him rather than be re-united.

Still a good read, though - better than I expected from an actor, even one
who was the character.  I'm still not sure if it was ghostwritten.

Peter K. Campbell
p.campbell@trl.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 06:50:43 GMT
From: clong@remus.rutgers.edu (Chris Long)
Subject: In Search of the Mythos

I'm looking for recommendations on non-Lovecraft Mythos stories, hopefully
in print.

I've read and enjoyed the following:

Lovecraft's (Ballantine compilations)

_At the Mountains of Madness_ (IMHO ATMOF is his best)
_The Tomb_
_The Case of Charles Dexter Ward_ (excellent)
_The Lurking Fear_
_The Dream-Quest of Unknown Kadath_
_The Doom that Came to Sarnath_

Long's (Jove Books)

_The Hounds of Tindalos_

I recently picked up copies of the following:

_The Spawn of Cthulu_, ed. Lin Carter
_The Colour Out of Space_, Lovecraft
_The Shuttered Room_, Lovecraft & Derleth(?)
_The Lurker at the Threshold_, Lovecraft & Derleth(?) (Arkham #4)
_The Mask of Cthulu_, Derleth (Arkham #7)
_The Trail of Cthulu_, Derleth (Arkham #8)
_Tales of the Cthulu Mythos_, Vol. 1 & 2, ed. Derleth

Where do I go from here?  How do I find other Mythos books?  I'm especially
interested in obtaining non-Lovecraftian Mythos novels, e.g. Bishop's _The
Mound_.

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 16:43:21 GMT
From: csusac!potter@unify.unify.com (Hastur Q. Nyarlathotep)
Subject: Chris Long / Lovecraft Mythos

Chris Long said he'd read:
> Lovecraft's (Ballantine compilations)
> _At the Mountains of Madness_ (IMHO ATMOF is his best)
> _The Tomb_
> _The Case of Charles Dexter Ward_ (excellent)
> _The Lurking Fear_
> _The Dream-Quest of Unknown Kadath_
> _The Doom that Came to Sarnath_
> 
> Long's (Jove Books)
> _The Hounds of Tindalos_
> 
and added:
> I recently picked up copies of the following:
> _The Spawn of Cthulu_, ed. Lin Carter
> _The Colour Out of Space_, Lovecraft
> _The Shuttered Room_, Lovecraft & Derleth(?)
> _The Lurker at the Threshold_, Lovecraft & Derleth(?) (Arkham #4)
> _The Mask of Cthulu_, Derleth (Arkham #7)
> _The Trail of Cthulu_, Derleth (Arkham #8)
> _Tales of the Cthulu Mythos_, Vol. 1 & 2, ed. Derleth
>
>
> Where do I go from here?  How do I find other Mythos books?  I'm
> especially interested in obtaining non-Lovecraftian Mythos novels, e.g.
> Bishop's _The Mound_.

  My own current favorites in the genre are by a fellow named Brian Lumley;
he wrote one called "THE BURROWERS BENEATH" which was, I think, first
published in a DAW paperback in this country.  Its sequel, "THE TRANSITION
OF TITUS CROW," wasn't as much classic Lovecraft, but was a welcome
addition to the mythos.  Lumley has a few short-story collections out, as
well, and I've found most of them palatable.  (Among other things, his
novella about Ithaqua, originally published in F&SF, was an excellent
extension of Ithaqua's original conception.)

    You might enjoy Graham Masterton's two "MANITOU" novels; although not
overtly part of the Mythos, they include guest appearances by Cthulhu and
various other naughty elder gods, and the use of the American Indian
archetypes and background is reasonably well done.  (Despite the fact that
the movie version of "THE MANITOU" is mentioned in "THE GOLDEN TURKEY
AWARDS," I confess to having enjoyed it.)

    Lastly, you might be able to find back issues of "WHISPERS" magazine,
which has functioned as a sort of clearing house for literature of the
Mythos for a good many years.
 
    Enjoy!  Just remember to read some E.E. Smith occasionally, to keep
contact with a universe where even the bad guys aren't all that odious.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 00:39:34 GMT
From: jkg@sequoia.execu.com (John K. Gibbons)
Subject: Author query

I am looking for the name of the author of a short story titled "Why Johnny
Can't Speed".  If the title doesn't ring a bell, the story involves a man
who wants to avenge his son, who was killed in a "commuter incident", i.e.,
a form of quasi-legal highway dueling.  The story definitely predates Road
Warrior, Car Wars, etc.

E-mail response should reach me at one of the addresses below.

John K. Gibbons
Execucom Systems Corp, Austin, Tx.
...!cs.utexas.edu!execu!jkg
execu!jkg@cs.utexas.edu
jkg%execu.uucp@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Battle of the Planets & Star Cops &
                          The Starlost (5 msgs) & 
                          Chronicles of Narnia (3 msgs) &
                          Quantum Leap (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 90 17:29:07 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: Battle of the Planets

Being a big fan of Anime (i.e.,Japanese animation),I can testify to the
fact that GATCHAMAN (the Japanese title for BATTLE OF THE PLANETS) _was_
indeed a much better show than the American version. For one,all those lame
sequences with 7-Zark-7 were created over _here_,and _never_ appeared in
the original Japanese episodes. Ditto the equally lame "music video"
segments.  "G-Force's" (gack!) opponents were not _robots_,but real
flesh-and-blood opponents who bled and died and everything.  Also, most, if
not _all_ of the battles occurred on _Earth_, and not on the "Earthlike
planets" constantly mentioned in the series.  If anybody has any Anime
contacts, I'd suggest you get the original GATCHAMAN episodes; you may not
be able to understand the language but, the originals are _so_ much better
than the Sandy Frank butcherings of '77.

Chris Krolczyk
University of Illinois at Chicago

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 19:25:42 GMT
From: wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil (Will Martin)
Subject: SF TV - Star Cops

In all the SF-L discussions of SF TV programs, I've never seen any mention
of the Britsh series "Star Cops". All I know about it is that it was a
short-lived (9 episodes total?) production; our local PBS station aired it
during a pledge drive some months back, so it must have been shown on a
number of PBS outlets across the US. I taped it but didn't get around to
watching the tapes until recently. I found it watchable but not worth
keeping so am re-using the tapes as I view them.

It is about a space-based police force in the near future, with action
taking place in orbital stations, on the moon, and on Earth. There is
relatively little future technology, except some hypersonic shuttlecraft
and the usual ridiculously-capable voice-response computers. The main
character carries around an AI in a Walkman-sized unit as his personal
secretary and deus ex machina, but it is emphasized that this is an
experimental one-of-a-kind device he got from his father, who was with a
computer firm. Pre-glasnost nationalism still exists and is a motivating
factor in some plots.

The orbital scenes *do* take pains to depict weightlessness, and the
problems of zero-G are emphasized; they use that as a reason to move the
base of operations to Luna early in the series. However, this realism
breaks down in lower-gravity environments. Even when the dialog discusses
the lower gravity (an overweight character emphasizes that's why he wants
to stay on Luna and not go to Earth), everyone is obviously walking around
in 1-G. Things fall at a 1-G rate, etc. I guess fixing that would be beyond
their budget, and if British TV viewers will put up with the "special
effects" in Dr. Who, why bother trying for something better, eh?

The "mysteries" which form the plots, at least in the episodes I've seen so
far, are pretty trivial and obvious. They've been used more to define the
characters and bring the cast together and set the stage than to entertain
in their own right.

I did enjoy the British view of Americans as depicted in the episode set on
the US space station "Ronald Reagan". I think "coarse imperialist louts"
would be the best way to describe it. :-) A refreshing change from the way
our TV would portray the heroic astronauts.

Anyway, does anyone have more to contribute about this series? Is an
episode guide available? Why was this such a limited-run effort? Was it too
costly to produce or was it cut off for other reasons? (Or am I wrong and
are there really a lot more episodes?)

This isn't great TV but it isn't too bad, either.

Regards, 

Will
wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 02:09:14 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: The Star(no longer)lost

Our local PBS station has, for some unknown reason, taken to showing that
classic turkey series, "The Starlost" (you know, the one that Ellison
couldn't get his name taken off of?) late at night.  It's just as bad as I
remember it.  One new thing that I never noticed is that Devon was played
by Keir Dullea.  This was utterly hysterical the other night as I watched
him (again!) argue with a psychotic computer!

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 03:46:15 GMT
From: ralpho@cs.fau.edu (Ralph P Carpenter)
Subject: Re: The Star(no longer)lost

dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>that classic turkey series, "The Starlost" (you know, the one that Ellison
>couldn't get his name taken off of?)

   I believe that only Ellison's pseudonym "Cordwainer Bird" appears on the
Starlost episodes.  I don't recall that he had any trouble doing this, it's
allowed and enforceable under Guild rules.

Ralph P Carpenter
Florida Atlantic Univ at Boca Raton     
InterNet: Ralpho@acc.fau.edu
Bitnet: Ralpho@FauVax

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 91 09:14:48 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: The Star(no longer)lost

dweingar@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
> ralpho@acc.fau.edu (Ralph P Carpenter) writes:
>> I believe that only Ellison's pseudonym "Cordwainer Bird" appears on the
>> Starlost episodes. I don't recall that he had any trouble doing
>> this, it's allowed and enforceable under Guild rules.
>
> Quite so but, again (from what I've read) it was used because those same
> rules prevented him from having no credit at all!

Both correct.  Guild rules require that credit be given, but also give an
artist who realizes that the production is an utter turkey that can only
destroy a reputation the absolute right to demand use of a pseudonym.

I've read that there are a set of these pseudonyms that are in jokes, as
they are shared among the community, and to the cognoscenti represent the
hallmark of spam.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 16:51:41 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Re: The Star(no longer)lost

For those who didn't know about Harlan's adventure with the TV folk over
The Starlost, find either a copy of "The Essential Ellison" (big beautiful
wonderful expensive hardcover, check your local library, get and read this
if you can.) or the book "Phoenix Without Ashes" (Yes, it was released in
novel form!) by Ellison and Edward Bryant.

In both is the delightfully angst-loaded piece "I Don't Think We're In
Kansas Anymore, Toto", which will, I am certain, serve to all who are
curious about the last word on merry tragedy that The Starlost must have
been, as well as explain why television seems so insipid most of the time.
Most of it evidently has to do with the great balance of TV execs.

The one moment worth reading is when the series producer sheepishly answers
Harlans' query regarding: "Do you have even the faintest scintilla about
what a back-up computer _is_?"

Don't quit discussing it if you don't want to but, read this essay if you
can at all.

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 21:32:42 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: The Star(no longer)lost

Another Big Name Writer was involved w/ THE STARLOST, Ben Bova, whom the
Slime That Produced hired as "science consultant" (or some such silly
title) and was equally hacked off at the way it was handled.

Bova chose to write _his_ experiences as a novel.  If you can find a copy
of it, THE STARCROSSED is a very, very funny book.  (It is also part of one
of my Special Collections - novels with a thinly-disguised Harlan as
protagonist.  This Collection also features works by Silverberg, Asimov,
and McCaffrey.)

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 90 23:47:29 GMT
From: dan@churchy.ai.mit.edu (Dan Parmenter)
Subject: Yet another good Narnia adaptation

I haven't noticed any mention of it here, but Boston area PBS stations have
been showing the third of the BBC Narnia adaptations, "The Silver Chair" a
lot lately.

In my opinion, it's the best yet ("Lion, Witch..." was good, but had
annoying animated special effects, "Prince Caspian and the Voyage of the
Dawn Treader" (sic) had better effects, but were too short - 2 books in 3
episodes seemed rushed).

SF TV fans should also take note, as Puddleglum the Marsh-Wiggle is played
by Tom Baker, which is inspired casting - he is perfect as the dour,
pessimistic (but heroic) Puddleglum.  He gives new meaning to the term
"reluctant hero".

The effects are good (some of the makeup effects in earlier segments were a
bit weak too) and the sets are quite stunning.  The scenes with the giants
are excellent and had me wondering how they did it in a few spots (better
than average video effects throughout).

Does anyone else have any comments about these BBC adaptations? I've been
quite happy with them so far, with only minimal reservtions.

I wonder if it's possible to have a discussion of C.S. Lewis on SF-Lovers
without having a religious flamewar?  :-)

Dan Parmenter

------------------------------

Date: 31 Dec 90 17:34:26 GMT
From: onder@isi.edu (Bruce Onder)
Subject: Re: Yet another good Narnia adaptation

dan@churchy.ai.mit.edu (Dan Parmenter) writes:
>I haven't noticed any mention of it here, but Boston area PBS stations
>have been showing the third of the BBC Narnia adaptations, "The Silver
>Chair" a lot lately.
>
>SF TV fans should also take note, as Puddleglum the Marsh-Wiggle is
>played by Tom Baker, which is inspired casting - he is perfect as the
>dour, pessimistic (but heroic) Puddleglum.  He gives new meaning to >the
term "reluctant hero".

I don't know.  It was sort of an average performance, in my mind.  He
didn't really do all that much for me.  I was glad to see him again,
though.

>The effects are good (some of the makeup effects in earlier segments were
>a bit weak too) and the sets are quite stunning.  The scenes with the
>giants are excellent and had me wondering how they did it in a few spots
>(better than average video effects throughout).

Let's face it, British productions for both tv and features have a lot less
cash to work with.  The effects are typically shoddy, but then again, I
never watch British tv for the effects.

>Does anyone else have any comments about these BBC adaptations? I've been
>quite happy with them so far, with only minimal reservtions.

TSC seemed to really drag on.  Lots of stomping about in quarries and on
dark sound stages.

Bruce W. Onder
onder@isi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 21:08:54 GMT
From: dan@pogo.ai.mit.edu (Dan Parmenter)
Subject: Re: Chronicles of Narnia: A question

They conflated "Prince Caspian" and "The Voyage of the Dawn Treader" into
one story with three episodes.  I guess the idea was to sort of tell the
whole story of Prince Caspian's various adventures.  Consequently, we got a
somewhat rushed "Treader" (2 episodes) and a Very rushed "Caspian", which
was a pity really, since they had a full scale shipto work with.

As I said before, I think that TSC is the best one yet.  Tom Baker was
brilliant, and three episodes were definitely perfect for pacing.

I cannot *wait* for "Horse and His Boy".  I hope they do it and manage to
make Bree not look like Mr. Ed when he talks.

Dan Parmenter

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 90 03:41:14 GMT
From: carl@robot.nuceng.ufl.edu (Drifter...)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap - "A Little Miracle"

deb@cci632.UUCP (Deborah Brown) writes:
 >I'm trying to think about how I'm going to start this article.  I loved
>the leap in.  I loved Charles Rocket.  Come to think of it, I just plain
>loved this episode!  Yeah, it was sappy, but some of the best Leaps are.
>That's one of the things I love about this show - it can be sappy without
>being sickly-sweet. :-)
 
  This boarded on being to sweet, but it didn't get too bad. It's too bad
that they fell back on the ancient plot device of doing a variation of "A
Christmas Carol". Some shows have done good one of those, but I prefer
seeing something original. And with this show, they could have done
something really nifty! Hey, they could have had Sam leap into a guy with a
pregnant wife, driving on the highway, trying to find a hotel. Heh.
  Ok ok, I liked the show. Probably because of Charles Rocket. He was very
good at the Scrooge part (I've played Scrooge before, it's not easy) and
was surprisingly good at the change-over in the character as well. While I
feel that the switch from Heartless Cruel Developer to Molten Puddle Of
Emotional Goo was perhaps a little abrupt, it was very easy to feel for the
character. He was a very lonely man.
 
>I did like Blake's character.  He wasn't so nasty that you didn't care
>about him, even though the opening moments of the episode would have you
>believe otherwise.  If he was really the cold-hearted slime he appeared,
>he never would have put up with Sam's meddling like he did.
 
  If he was truely evil and unchangeable, Sam would never have leaped
there.  I felt this was a good point to both the episode and the original
Charles Dickens story: A person that seems cold-hearted, mean, nasty,
whatever, may not have always been like that. Sometimes we make these
people ourselves, by not willing to share with them emotionally.
  When was the last time you smiled at a homeless person, or tried to help
them?
 
>Some more points to love about this episode: Sam pretending not to see Al.
 
  That was good. Hehehe.
 
>Sam standing back and letting Al interact with the We also had Sam
>pretending not to see Al.
 
  What huh? 
 
>A vulnerable "Scrooge"
 
  A YOUNG scrooge, if you noticed. Scrooge has always been this old man.
Even in "Scrooged", Bill Murray wasn't exactly a yuppie.  ("Your
brother." "VCR. No. ummmm, Towel.")
 
>Getting to see them sing the entire song during the closing credits! :-)
 
  Yes, that was really nice. I want to know if they recorded that while
they were singing it, or in a studio separately. And were they all people
chosen for their ability to sing or what?
  Would have been nice if they had pulled a Moonlighting, but maybe QL fans
would not be able to handle it. :)

CARL@ROBOT.NUCENG.UFL.EDU
CARL%NUCENG.DECNET@PINE.CIRCA.UFL.EDU 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 17:43:29 GMT
From: conrad@brahms.udel.edu (Jon Conrad)
Subject: Re: QL - "Runaway" *spoilers*

I would place this QL closer to the bottom than the top of their list so
far.  Read no further if you haven't seen it.

***SPOILER WARNING***

Biggest problem was treating the mother leaving her family as automatically
a Bad Thing, just on Al's biased say-so.  This was a very simplistic
treatment of a complex issue, and made both Sam and Al seem very unlikable
some of the time.  (Yeah, I know she never actually did, but we didn't have
that information through 3/4 of the show.)

If the idea is that the piggish husband has to be brought around to see her
point, it's unrealistic that he sees the light in 10 minutes one night.
And the means devised of doing this, the rescue-from-the-cliff business,
was out of key with the episode and highly unconvincing.  I tuned out as
far as any emotional involvement was concerned, in Act 4.

This made most of the episode vaguely unpleasant for me.

Also this was a real throwback to Season 1 in terms of Sam visibly talking
to Al, and forgetting that things haven't happened yet.  He has been much
smarter about such things than he was here.

Good things:

The bratty older sister (but if Butchie is now 13, wouldn't he be bigger
than she is, and not an apt target any more?).

Sandy Faison's performance.  With almost no good lines to do it with, she
*did* manage to convey a woman who loved her family and shouldn't leave
them.  Good for her.

The father teaching his kids a good standard liberal line about the rights
of minorities.  (So often suburban families are portrayed as bigots,
whereas in my experience they were quite dedicated to civil rights, if in a
naive and inexperienced way.)

Using Berlin's "What'll I Do" as "their song."

This one gets taped over.  But not this week's - "Another Mother"!

Jon Alan Conrad

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 13:18:36 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL in USA Today AGAIN

In case anyone out there doesn't get the USA Today, I thought I'd let you
all know that there is an item about the show in the "Inside TV/ by Peter
Johnson" column with the headline "True Time Traveler".

It talks about the upcoming episode where Scott leaps into "Future Boy",
the sidekick of a children's show TV host called "Captain Galaxy".

This TV host is attempting to build a time machine in his basement, and it
was his theories on time travel that inspired the young Sam Beckett to be a
time traveler in the first place.  "'We saw a way to take the show full
circle,' says Leap story editor Tommy Thompson, who wrote the episode."

It also says that Scott had sprained his ankle just before filming began,
so they wrote the limp into the episode (but Sally had already told us).

There it is folks, I'm finding that once or twice a month there is a QL
article in there.  No wonder I'm a bug for getting this paper every day!

Debbie Brown
deb@cci.com
deb%cci632@ritcsh.rit.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Films - Solaris (7 msgs) & Terminator II & Lensman (3 msgs) &
               Edward Scissorhands (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 90 22:36:37 GMT
From: Scott_D._Sabath.osbu_south@xerox.com
Subject: SF film *Solaris:

>Solaris was made into a film by the Russian director >Tarkovsky (sp?) -
IMHO perhaps the best SF film ever made

Well, I guess each of us has different tastes, but I thought I'd advise
people who might plan to see it in a revival theater.  I did, a few years
ago, with high expectations based on blurbs similar to the above.  Halfway
through the film, I found myself slumping over and falling asleep.  Since I
was embarrased, I turned to my friend to see if I offended him, only to
find that he was sleeping peacefully.  I turned and looked around at the
other people in the theater, and one was fast asleep, with a few others
noticeably nodding off every few seconds.

In summary, I would only recommend this film to insomniacs.

Scott Sabath
Xerox, Los Angeles California.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 02:29:23 GMT
From: jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Jonathan A Bishop)
Subject: Re: SF film *Solaris:

Scott_D._Sabath.osbu_south@XEROX.COM writes:
>>Solaris was made into a film by the Russian director Tarkovsky (sp?) -
>>IMHO perhaps the best SF film ever made
>
>Well, I guess each of us has different tastes, but I thought I'd advise
>people who might plan to see it in a revival theater.  I did, a few years
>ago, with high expectations based on blurbs similar to the above.  Halfway
>through the film, I found myself slumping over and falling asleep.  Since
>I was emabarrased, I turned to my friend to see if I offended him, only to
>find that he was sleeping peacefully.  I turned and looked around at the
>other people in the theater, and one was fast asleep, with a few others
>noticeably nodding off every few seconds.
>
>In summary, I would only recommend this film to insomniacs.

   Yes, but the special effects at launch were spectacular!

{ Point of light appears next to another point of light.}
{Voiceover in Russian with subtitle} "When do I get underway?"
"You already are!"

   And the 30 seconds of zero-g for no apparent reason!

Who wouldn't love it?

:) :) :)

Not to mention, on a serious side, that the subtitles are inadequate, as
they are for most Russian movies.  I know just enough Russian to know that
what's being said and what's being printed are not the same.

jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 13:25:59 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: SF film *Solaris:

jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Jonathan A Bishop) writes:
>Scott_D._Sabath.osbu_south@XEROX.COM writes:
>
>>In summary, I would only recommend this film to insomniacs.
>
>  Yes, but the special effects at launch were spectacular!

OK, tastes differ!

The tempo in Solaris is a bit slower than you Americans may be used to.
The special effects are notable only by their absence.

It's really not an ordinary sci-fi movie, but rather a psychological drama
about our relations to the past. The book is closer to mainstream SF; the
film should perhaps be regarded as an art film in an SF setting. If you
want flashy special effects and light entertainment, *don't* watch it.

In some ways, it's almost anti-SF, though it takes place a few centuries
in the future, the people don't wear any flashy, futuristic garments, but
rather shabby, 1960's style clothes. This is of course quite intentional.

>Not to mention, on a serious side, that the subtitles are inadequate, as
>they are for most Russian movies.  I know just enough Russian to know that
>what's being said and what's being printed are not the same.

Aren't subtitles *always* inadequate? Think of it - how can you compress
thirty seconds of dialogue into two short lines of text? In Sweden, only
children's films are dubbed, so almost all foreign films and TV programs
are subtitled.  We have to put up with quite a few mistranslations and
missed points.

On the other hand, dubbing a film is in some way like raping it - it's a
strange experience watching 'Dallas' on German TV, and hearing J. R. Ewing
speaking fluent German.

Magnus Olsson          
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 90 18:51:28 GMT
From: netcom!barry@claris.com (Kenn Barry)
Subject: Re: SF film *Solaris:

magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>>Scott_D._Sabath.osbu_south@XEROX.COM writes:
>>>In summary, I would only recommend this film to insomniacs.
>
>The tempo in Solaris is a bit slower than you Americans may be used to.

   I doubt tempo was the problem. Fast-action movies seem to be both common
and popular everywhere, not just in the US, but slow films do well in
America when they are *good* slow films. For example, the just-released
DANCES WITH WOLVES is doing very good business, I hear, and it is a long
and leisurely story.

>It's really not an ordinary sci-fi movie, but rather a psychological drama
>about our relations to the past. The book is closer to mainstream SF; the
>film should perhaps be regarded as an art film in an SF setting. If you
>want flashy special effects and light entertainment, *don't* watch it.

   I think you're being too kind to this film. The only thing I would say
in defense of this movie is that the release I saw (and I believe it's the
only release done in the US) was apparently much cut down from the
director's cut. Perhaps SOLARIS was better in the longer version.

   I'd read the book before seeing the movie, and that was all that saved
me from being totally bored *and* totally confused. I do not think it was
possible to follow what was happening from the film, alone.

>In some ways, it's almost anti-SF, though it takes place a few centuries
>in the future, the people don't wear any flashy, futuristic garments, but
>rather shabby, 1960's style clothes. This is of course quite intentional.

   Silver lame' suits and winged shoulders have been passe' in all SF films
for a long time. Sorry, but I don't see the costuming in SOLARIS as making
any profound point. What little the film managed to say was said far better
in the book.

Kenn Barry
apple!netcom!barry

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 02:25:25 GMT
From: aleck@hydrogen.ecn.purdue.edu (Aleck Alexopoulos)
Subject: Re: SF film *Solaris:

magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>The tempo in Solaris is a bit slower than you Americans may be used to.
>...
>It's really not an ordinary sci-fi movie, but rather a psychological drama
>about our relations to the past. The book is closer to mainstream SF; the
>film should perhaps be regarded as an art film in an SF setting. If you
>want flashy special effects and light entertainment, *don't* watch it.

Seriously, I agree with you. Solaris is a beautiful movie.  Fall asleep?
All three times I saw it I was fascinated, captivated, and yes entertained!

What do you think of his other SciFi-like movies : Stalker and The
Sacrifice? I have yet to see The Sacrifice but I've seen Stalker (only
once) and it was GREAT!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 10:59:24 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: SF film *Solaris:

aleck@hydrogen.ecn.purdue.edu (Aleck Alexopoulos) writes:
>What do you think of his other SciFi-like movies : Stalker and The
>Sacrifice? I have yet to see The Sacrifice but I've seen Stalker (only
>once) and it was GREAT!

I haven't seen either of them, unfortunately. I probably will, sometime.

barry@netcom.UUCP (Kenn Barry) writes:
>   Silver lame' suits and winged shoulders have been passe' in all SF
>films for a long time. Sorry, but I don't see the costuming in SOLARIS as
>making any profound point.

No, of course it's not a *profound* point. I just pointed it out as one of
the things which makes Solaris differ from "ordinary" sci-fi (especially as
opposed to SF).

I didn't really mean "Silver lame' suits and winged shoulders" when
speaking of futuristic clothes - that kind of Flash Gordon-like excesses
are just ridiculous. But most SF films tend to be at least a bit
"futuristic", which "Solaris" most decidedly is *not*.

>What little the film managed to say was said far better in the book.

I thought the film said different things than the book - Tarkovsky's
message is different from Lem's.

Before this discussion gets too drawn out, I'd like to say that of course,
it's all a matter of taste, and "de gustibus non est disputandum". When I
called Solaris "one of the best SF films ever made", I didn't mean that
it's a film everybody would like. Perhaps it's not the best *SF* I've ever
seen (considered from a pure SF point of view, Lem's book is indeed better
than the film). However, it's (n.b. in my opinion) one of the best *films*
with SF content I've seen. In fact, I think I've only seen two SF films
that were good *films* (compared to other, non-SF films) - "Solaris" and
"Blade Runner".  [But now of course someone will write how the entire
audience fell asleep during "Blade Runner" :-)].

I'd like to compare Tarkovsky to Ingmar Bergman - I recognize Bergman as a
great director, and his films as great works of art, but they're often
rather hard to digest. (There are many Bergman films which I fail to
understand and which I can't make myself sit through. But I think that
reflects more on me than on Bergman). Likewise, there are great works of
literature which are so hard to read that almost no one has read them. Not
everyone *enjoys* these books, or Bergman's films, or Tarkovsky's. But
they're still *good* in some different sense.

I don't blame you for not enjoying "Solaris". The point I wanted to make
was this doesn't have to mean that the film is bad. (Note: this last
sentence is *not* meant as a flame or criticism of your taste. Nobody can
enjoy everything).

Magnus Olsson                  
Dept. of Theoretical Physics   
University of Lund, Sweden     
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se    
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52         

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 14:19:31 GMT
From: kaplan@babar.inria.fr (Philippe Kaplan)
Subject: Re: SF film *Solaris:

magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
> The tempo in Solaris is a bit slower than you Americans may be used to.

I agree with that but I am very pleased to notice that every film are not
based on the American model.

BTW, I saw the film, I read the book, and I prefer the book.

> The special effects are notable only by their absence.

Sometimes a SF movie needs a lot of special effects to balance its poor
screenplay.  Compare "Galactica" and "Dark Star"!

> Aren't subtitles *always* inadequate? ...

I saw Solaris with French subtitles. It was difficult to find out if they
translated enough or not.  I remember a scene where 3 men were talking for
a few minutes, and there were no subtitles. I hope they said nothing of
interest. During the few minutes I asked myself what I was doing there, and
started to fall asleep, as most of the non-Russian speaking ones in the
theater.

Don't forget the coffee, if you want to see Solaris.

Philippe Kaplan
INRIA - Sophia Antipolis, 
2004, route des Lucioles, 06565 Valbonne Cedex 
FRANCE
kaplan@mirsa.inria.fr

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 90 04:30:48 GMT
From: T32QC@CUNYVM (Shiva,Allah,Zeus,Odin,Jesus,Jehovah,Buddha,etc...)
Subject: Terminator-2?

Did I hear something about Terminator 2 on channel 11?  Does anyone know
anything about it? I think I heard it's supposed to come out this summer.
Interesting. I forgot what else they said about it.  It was on on WPIX news
in New York on some segment about Arnold Schwarzenegger

------------------------------

wDate: 20 Dec 90 19:42:43 GMT
From: CADS079@calstate.bitnet
Subject: Lensman

JH602309@liuvax.bitnet writes:
>    BTW, the trailer that came up before the movie ('In the future, evil
> has a new face...') made me think: Heavy Metal 2?  But as it turned out,
> it was a promo for LENSMAN.  Does anyone know anything about this?

LENSMAN and AKIRA are about as far apart as two movies can get!  Here is
the scoop on LENSMAN.  The following is paraphrased from the SF forum on
the Calstate Central Cyber system (thanks to "Gharlane"):

> One of the long-time users of Central Cyber (back when it was the 174!!!)
> was Jamie E. Hanrahan, from San Diego.  He was a "STAR SHIP YAMATO" fan,
> and when the producer of "YAMATO" showed up at a worldcon, Jamie dragged
> him over to a dealer's table and bought him copies of the "Lensmen"
> books.  Figured the guy would do a good job.
>
> Well, the Japanese folks cleared the rights to E.E. Smith's yarns, and
> then rewrote them.  Worsel has the wrong number of eyes, the wrong color,
> and they're not on stalks.  Clarissa MacDougall became someone named
> "Kreese" (probably just pronunciation; I saw it in Japanese) with BROWN
> hair.  Van Buskirk became just plain "Buskirk," probably because the
> naming conventions of Dutchmen didn't make sense.
>
> By and large, the animation, visualization, and realization are boring.
> I'm sorry it was made, and only hope that some day Lucasfilm Ltd.  gets
> down off its collective "We didn't write it, so it's not worth doing"
> high horse and does it RIGHT.
>
> Until then, don't go to a lot of trouble and expense to see "THE
> LENSMEN," even if it's dubbed into English.  It won't be what you
> expected.  Mel Gibson or Marc Singer to play Kimball Kinnison, and Jane
> Seymour with a hair tint to play Clarissa McDougall.  (Maureen O'Hara in
> her prime would have been perfect.) Arnold Schwarzenegger to play Van
> Buskirk, Big Bird to play Worsel (just kidding, folks) and perhaps the
> ghost of Orson Welles to play Nadreck... now THAT would be casting.

Richard Smith
Cal Poly University
Pomona, Cal.
CADS079@calstate.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 90 05:54:58 GMT
From: wiml@milton.u.washington.edu (William Lewis)
Subject: Re: Lensman

In article <9012110621.AA15009@rutgers.edu> JH602309@liuvax.BITNET writes:
>   BTW, the trailer that came up before the movie ('In the future, evil
>has a new face...') made me think: Heavy Metal 2?  But as it turned out,
>it was a promo for LENSMAN.  Does anyone know anything about this?

   Yes. I saw it a few months ago. In a word (it fits pretty well),
blechhh!  *not* a good film. Although I haven't read more than about ten
pages of the Lensman series, I hear it's only vaguely related to the
Lensman books, and I can believe it. Some of the computer animation was
mildly interesting, but only mildly, and not at all through technical
excellence.  Maybe it's worth seeing just to say you have, but only if you
can get it _really_ cheap. Even catching the $3.50 matinee is pushing it.
Quote from the movie: "The power of the Lens is love, Kim."

William Lewis
Seattle, Washington   
wiml@milton.acs.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 17:45:27 GMT
From: ICWFM@asuacad.bitnet (Fred McIlvain)
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V15

I just saw LENSMAN this New Year's Eve.  While there were some good moments
it never really took off.  The Computer Animation was spectacular, the hand
drawn stuff was somewhat pedestrian.  The soundtrack is awful.  I really
went hoping for something on the order of AKIRA and was very disappointed.

Fred McIlvain

------------------------------

Date: Fri 28 Dec 90 09:39:03-EST
From: Maxine L. Wolfson <MLW@VAX01.AMS.COM>
Subject: Edward Scissorhands

Well, we saw it.  The 40ish male adored it.  Especially the "Spooky
Christian".  The almost 12 year-old was deeply affected by it, since he is
not a great socializer, and identified strongly with Edward.  The 8 year
old "enjoyed" it, mostly as passive entertainment, missing most of the
symbology.  I've read better Harlequins, and found the movie to be imho
largely poorly done.  The acting was wooden (even the lovely Winona knows
her role too pat), barring mom and the cop, and even when the crowds turned
on him, I couldn't feel anything for Ed.  Even though it has been suggested
that the characterization was meant to be a parody of crass, modern
suburbia, that is still no excuse for putting such two dimensional people
on screen.

Sigh.  Where is "Attack of the Killer Tomatoes" when you need it?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 90 14:49:03 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Depp doesn't sing (any more)

I have been looking at this question of what Johnny Depp's background was.
In my review of JOHNNY SCISSORHANDS I called Depp a rock singer and was
taken to task for calling him that rather than an actor.  In fact,
according to the 20th Century Fox, Depp's "transition from rocker to actor
came at the urging of a friend, who introduced Depp to his talent agent."
My mail seems to indicate that he never made much of a career as a rock
singer and is certainly better known as an actor.  I have to say that I
know little about rock and have never seen an episode of 21 JUMP STREET.
Depp apparently had a part in PLATOON, but it was not one I remember.  In
any case, it is most certainly true that the title "actor" fits Johnny Depp
better than "rock singer."  Sorry to anyone who went out looking for his
latest album.

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
...att!mtgzy!leeper

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Akira (2 msgs) & Old SF Films (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 19:42:43 GMT
From: CADS079@calstate.bitnet
Subject: Response to AKIRA Request

JH602309@liuvax.bitnet writes:
>    Just saw, for the second time, Otomo's film, Akira (based on comic of
> same name).  The first time I thought it was wonderful (it must be the
> first Japanimation I've seen in six years), the second time was less
> intense, but also good.  It blends post-holocaustal and technological
> themes with Asian mysticism.  Has anyone else seen this movie?

Akira has been kicking around in the USA for about two years now, touring
the various revival theaters.  It is quite popular among Japanimation fans,
myself included.  My personal opinion is that it's one of the best animated
films ever made.

Remember the first time you saw STAR WARS?  Remember that feeling you had
in your gut the first time you saw the Millenium Falcon jump into
hyperspace?  Well, that's how I felt during the first ten minutes of AKIRA.
The animation is head-and-shoulders above anything else I've ever seen come
out of Japan, and is comparable to the best works of Disney and Don Bluth,
IMHO.  And the really incredible thing is that this film is TWO HOURS AND
FOUR MINUTES LONG!!!  The average Disney film runs 85 minutes nowadays.

    The plot of AKIRA is basically a Cyberpunk apocalypse story about a
post-nuclear Tokyo where the government is messing with peoples' minds in
an attempt to create a super-being.  The story wears thin in a few places,
and you can see references to the traditional themes in Japanese SF,
namely, that messing with nature inevitably results in massive destruction.
But it's still an incredible film if you're into SF or animation, and if
you like both, this one's a must-see.

By the way, if you want to get Akira on video (in English), contact
Streamline Pictures, Box 691418, West Hollywood, CA 90069, (213) 657-8559.

Richard Smith
Cal Poly University
Pomona, Cal.
CADS079@calstate.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 90 19:44:03 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet ("David R. Sanderson")
Subject: Akira

JH602309@liuvax.bitnet writes:
>   Just saw, for the second time, Otomo's film, Akira (based on comic of
>same name).  The first time I thought it was wonderful (it must be the
>first Japanimation I've seen in six years), the second time was less
>intense, but also good.  It blends post-holocaustal and technological
>themes with Asian mysticism.  Has anyone else seen this movie?

     I saw Akira (the movie) about 8 months ago.  I thought that the
animation was excellent.  The story however was badly distorted.  I've read
all of the Akira comics that have been reprinted in the U.S. so far, and
that story far outstrips what we saw in the movie.  The movie was only
loosely based on the comic (even though Otomo did both), some of the scenes
were identical in both, the beginning of the story was almost identical,
but the second half of the movie had no resemblance to the comic.  It seems
that Otomo realized that the movie was going to be far too long and
expensive, so he butchered his own story to make it fit.  I don't know if
this was actually the case, but that's the kind of impression I was left
with.

     My recommendation is to see the movie first, it is worth seeing, and
then try to find a copy of the comic to get the real (much better) version
of the story.

David R. Sanderson
Marriott Library
University of Utah
Bitnet: DSS1@UTAHLIB

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 07:13:29 GMT
From: harrism@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com
Subject: "Does anyone remember...?

I'm trying to remember the name of an old sci-fi movie I saw as a kid.  I
must have been about 4 years old, and saw it on TV one day. Though it's
really laughable now, it absolutely terrified me then. All I remember is a
scene where this "alien" comes out of a cave. It was wearing some sort of
astronaut-type outfit, and had what looked like an up-side-down goldfish
bowl on its' head. It had a pair of "My Favorite Martian" antennae on its
head. I think I saw this around 1961.

B.R.Harris

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 13:15:34 GMT
From: craig@com50.c2s.mn.org (Craig Wilson)
Subject: Re: "Does anyone remember...?

harrism@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com writes:
>I'm trying to remember the name of an old sci-fi movie I saw as a kid.  I
>must have been about 4 years old, and saw it on TV one day. Though it's
>really laughable now, it absolutely terrified me then. All I remember is a
>scene where this "alien" comes out of a cave. It was wearing some sort of
>astronaut-type outfit, and had what looked like an up-side-down goldfish
>bowl on its' head. It had a pair of "My Favorite Martian" antennae on its
>head. I think I saw this around 1961.

Possibly "Invaders from Mars" which was remade a few years ago?  I believe
that the original played on TV about that time.  The real fear for a child
about this movie, of course, is the mind control applied to the parents.
The child discovers it and has to try to convince "adults" of what he has
found.

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 91 18:06:39 GMT
From: levin@bbn.com (Joel B Levin)
Subject: Re: "Does anyone remember...?

craig@com50.c2s.mn.org (Craig Wilson) writes:
>harrism@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com writes:
>>I'm trying to remember the name of an old sci-fi movie I saw as a kid.  I
>>must have been about 4 years old, and saw it on TV one day. Though it's
>>really laughable now, it absolutely terrified me then. All I remember is
>>a scene where this "alien" comes out of a cave. It was wearing some sort
>>of astronaut-type outfit, and had what looked like an up-side-down
>>goldfish bowl on its' head....
>
>Possibly "Invaders from Mars" which was remade a few years ago?  I believe
>that the original played on TV about that time.  The real fear for a child
>about this movie, of course, is the mind control applied to the parents.
>The child discovers it and has to try to convince "adults" of what he has
>found.

Actually, IfM was my first such movie, seen late at night while the parents
were out.  Scared me good, at around age 10 or so.  I didn't see it again
till 10 years later, and it made me laugh while the memories of the first
experience also rendered it terrifying.

But the movie the first poster was asking about is almost certainly ROBOT
MONSTER, which has no capacity to scare anyone over the age of 5 or so.  It
comes up every time someone starts a list of "worst sf movies" (and no, I'm
not suggesting we start one up.

JBL
levin@bbn.com
{...}!bbn!levin

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 18:56:22 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Old SF movies

All those mentioned are great, but I think that Forbidden Planet is the
best of the lot; you started at the top of the heap.  FP is, I think,
arguably the best SF movie ever made <ducking to avoid incoming flames>.
I must have seen it 20 times, and I still enjoy it.

A few others that deserve to be on the "Great Old SF Flick" list:

Earth vs. The Flying Saucers: Aliens zoom in, try to take over.  Good guys
invent zap-o-matic ray gun to fight them; great battle scene in the skies
over Washington, DC.  Ray Harryhausen really outdid himself on the sfx for
this one.

Invaders from Mars: martian spaceship buries itself in kid's backyard,
Martians zombify everyone in sight.

X, The Unknown: Dean Jager vs. a big glob of radioactive mud.

Killers from Outer Space: High camp. bug-eyed Martians try to take over the
world.

The Giant Claw: Giant chicken made of anitmatter terrorizes the world.
Good guys invent zap-o-matic ray gun to kill it (why does this sound so
familiar?)  Campy.

King of the Rocket Men, Lost Planet Airmen, Radar Men From the Moon: Good
guy hero type zooms around with aid of rocket pack whilst bashing bad guys
and completely ignoring Newton's second and third laws.  Very campy.

War of the Worlds: George Pal again, in a pretty loose adaptation of the
H.G. Wells story.

The Time Machine: Ditto.

First Spaceship on Venus: Yugoslavian, with dubbed English; a personal
favorite.  Venusian spaceship blows up at Tunguska (sp?), Earth sends art
deco rocketship to Venus to find out what's up.  They find only ruins of
civilization destroyed by weapons built to attack Earth.  Nothing left of
Venusians but their blast shadows on walls of blasted cities.  Zowie.

Planet of Blood: Earth astronauts find alien space bimbo on Phobos, bring
her aboard their ship.  She turns out to live on blood, drains most of the
crew dry before they get wise.  High camp.

Creator.  A personal favorite, not very old, and only loosely SF.  Slightly
unhinged genius tries to clone his dead wife, while helping
student/surrogate son find true love and happiness.

Oh boy, you've got me started now; I love these old movies.  Happy viewing.
Cheers.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 91 02:41:31 GMT
From: d25001@mic.lonestar.org (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: Old SF movies

mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>A few others that deserve to be on the "Great Old SF Flick" list:
>
>King of the Rocket Men, Lost Planet Airmen, Radar Men From the Moon: Good
>guy hero type zooms around with aid of rocket pack whilst bashing bad guys
>and completely ignoring Newton's second and third laws.  Very campy.

   If you saw these as "features" what you saw were cut-and-paste versions
of the three Republic "Rocket Man" movie serials.  The original, chapter
play versions are now out on video tape and can be bought and probably
rented in some places; though, taking all 12 (or 13) episodes in one big
gulp may be hard on your willing suspension of disbelief.
 
   If you are in the right mood, these "cliff-hanger" serials can be a lot
of fun.  There are better ones (such as the Buster Crabbe "Flash Gordon"
serials) but there are much worse ones, too.  The "feature" versions, which
are made by cutting out the duplicate action around the cliff hangers and
often much of the exposition, usually make the simplistic plots ludicrous.
Avoid the feature versions and try to see the serials themselves.

   The three serial titles are: "King of the Rocketmen", "Zombies of the
Stratosphere", and "Radar Men From the Moon".  Although the same "flying
suit" and SFX shots are used in all three serials, the actor and the name
of the hero is different in each film.  Incidentally, "Zombies" features a
young actor named Leonard Nimoy as one of the invaders.

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 15:42:30 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

Joel.Rosenberg@p0.f341.n282.z1.FIDONET.ORG (Joel Rosenberg) writes:
>It's [FORBIDDEN PLANET] very much the best of breed; I don't think there's
>anything of its era nearly as good.

I beg to differ, Joel. After having seen both of them a number of times
recently on laserdisc, I've come to the conclusion that INVASION OF THE
BODY SNATCHERS, released the same year as FP, is the better film, if only
by a slight margin.

There are also other films of that "era" that may not be quite as good, but
are within a reasonable "tolerence" of quality: THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD
STILL [especially], WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE, THE THING FROM ANOTHER WORLD,
THEM! [the only truly worthwhile giant-insect movie], WAR OF THE WORLDS,
20,000 LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA, THE TIME MACHINE, and ON THE BEACH.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 19:41:32 GMT
From: veck@ddsw1.mcs.com (Steven P. King)
Subject: Re: Old SF movies

mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>A few others that deserve to be on the "Great Old SF Flick" list:

This looks like a good time to plug "Mystery Science Theatre 3000",
currently showing Saturday evenings on The Comedy Channel.  Basically, they
show old, bad sci-fi flicks.  Silhouetted on the bottom of the screen are
three guys (well, a guy and two robots) who heckle the movie all the way
through.  A great way to catch up on all those old flicks you've always
heard about but could never stomach the idea of sitting all the way
through.

I'm just sorry I missed "Robot Monster".  Maybe they'll re-run it.

Steven King
Software Archaeologist
veck@ddsw1.MCS.COM

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 14:35:26 GMT
From: rspelman@bsu-cs.bsu.edu (Brad Spelman)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

Let us not forget that classic, "Robinson Crusoe On Mars".

rspelman@bsu.ucs.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 16:36:46 GMT
From: gsvan@ramjet.eng.sun.com (Gary Vanderlinden)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

I have been following this line and would have thought that someone would
have mentioned the classic Silent SF film Metropolis, either the original
film or the rerelease with the rock sound track.  It is most definitely an
OLD Science Fiction film and a Classic.

Gary S. Vanderlinden
gsvan@ramjet.Eng.Sun.COM

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 15:46:29 GMT
From: mcgp1!harry@thalatta.com (Harry Thiel)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

>but are within a reasonable "tolerence" of quality: THE DAY THE EARTH
>STOOD STILL [especially], WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE, THE THING FROM ANOTHER
>WORLD, THEM! [the only truly worthwhile giant-insect movie], WAR OF THE
>WORLDS, 20,000 LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA, THE TIME MACHINE, and ON THE BEACH.

Don't forget one of my favorites THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING MAN made in the
same era.

Harry J. Thiel

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 06:23:37 GMT
From: weitzman@brahms.udel.edu (Steven A Weitzman)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

 What about "Fantastic Planet"?

A full length animated film.  It is really good and a friend of mine picked
up a copy in New York for $4.00

Steve Weitzman
University of Delaware
Weitzman@brahms.udel.edu
Weitzman@chopin.udel.edu
Weitzman@freezer.it.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 14:05:22 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.uri.edu (J Metz)
Subject: Searching for a movie title.

  A long time ago, I was watching a movie on T.V. set in space.  Now, I'm
looking for the title, since it was about 10 years ago that I saw it, which
means that it probably came out in the mid-70's (I seem to remember long
hair for the actors :) Anyway, in it the main actor's only friends were
robots, three I think, with the numbers '1', '2', and '3' printed
respectively on their torsos.  This actor had a garden in one of the arms
of the ship, and this garden evoked the ire of his fellow shipmates.  Other
than that, I remember this about the show.

   There is a scene where two crew members are trying to destroy the
   garden, and the hero kills them with the hoe that they are using,
   destroying his leg in the process.

   He programs the robots to perform surgery on his leg.

   He has a problem with his plants (perhaps they were food?), and
   discovers that he is seriously lacking in light, and finally solves the
   problem by rerouting the electricity to power sun lamps.

   In the final scene, he sets one of the robots in the garden as a
   caretaker, detaches the entire garden section of the ship, and sets the
   main portion, with him inside, for self destruct.

Please, what is the name of this movie, and tell me if it was as good as
I've convinced myself that it was (I was only 10 at the time when I saw it
and it provided a means of escape from a terrible family gathering :)

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 16:17:04 GMT
From: bales@athena.mit.edu (James W Bales)
Subject: Answer to movie request

Ah yes! It was _Silent Running_ staring Bruce Dern and 3 robots (and I
believe some very short actors inside them) called Huey, Louy and Dewey.
Filmed in part on the hanger deck of a US aircraft carrier (Ticonderoga,
perhaps).

Jim Bales
bales@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Silent Running (3 msgs) & Aliens III (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 06:32:13 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Silent Running

Spoilers ahead

I've seen "Silent Running" three times now: once in the mid-1970's (in
grade school), when I was enchanted with it; once a few years ago on TV,
when I still liked it, but found the special effects weaker than I'd
remembered, though still decent; and once a few weeks ago, when I rented it
and just about tossed my cookies at the near-intolerable sentimentality
spouted by the Bruce Dern character (not to mention the cutesy business
with the drones.)

I sympathize with the viewpoint of the film, and of Dern's character, but I
would have liked to hear at least ONE scientifically valid reason why,
given that the Earth's climate and environment seemed to be well under
control without wilderness or plant life (sounds pretty scary to me, but it
was a premise of the film), the Earth NEEDED trees/plants etc., other than
that some poor little girl somewhere would never get to see a real flower,
only pictures of them.  I would have liked to have seen Dern's character
(can't remember the name) portrayed as less of a wild-eyed blue-sky
fanatic, and more of the competent scientist he was supposed to have been.
This wouldn't necessarily have entailed a change in the character's goals
or views.

Then again, at the time the film was made (early 70's), I don't believe
that environmental awareness, though growing rapidly, was at the level it
is now; "genetic diversity" wasn't a buzz-phrase of the period; perhaps
broad strokes were required to get the point across.  On the other hand,
now, sophisticate that I am (:), I guess I find some of the broad-brush
tactics of the film a little embarassing.

Anyone have a feeling for what the Judgement of Posterity is for this film,
so far?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 18:41:08 GMT
From: lb2e+@andrew.cmu.edu (Louis Blair)
Subject: Re: Silent Running

Spoilers ahead.

This has come up before.  I used to belong to a science fiction film club
that showed this film regularly, and of course we talked about it a lot.
The conclusion that we came to was that it is a mistake to think of Silent
Running as an "environment" film, sort of like thinking of A Man for All
Seasons as an anti-divorce movie.  I remember one argument I had:

Me:  The film is about isolation.

Her:  The nut was isolated even before he
     ran off with the forest.

Me:  THAT'S THE WHOLE POINT.

Her:  (Silence.  Befuddled expression.)

(I get that a lot.)

>the near-intolerable sentimentality spouted by the Bruce Dern character

This is part of the point of the movie, the inability of the Dern character
(Lowell) to communicate effectively with his companions.

>the cutesy business with the drones.

The drones are another reflection of Lowell's need for others and his
inability to deal with and communicate with others.  They are not simple
comic relief, they are another aspect of the main subject of the film.

>I sympathize with the viewpoint of the film

I think you completely missed the viewpoint of the film, but then, so do
most people.  I did not begin to catch on until I had seen it a
half-a-dozen times and talked with my friends about why the film works.
And there is no doubt that the film DOES work.  We always got a large
audience whenever we showed it.  Oddly, people don't seem to understand why
they are drawn to the film.  It apparently works on a subconscious level.

>I would have liked to hear at least ONE scientifically valid reason why,
>given that the Earth's climate and environment seemed to be well under
>control without wilderness or plant life (sounds pretty scary to me, but
>it was a premise of the film), the Earth NEEDED trees/plants etc., other
>than that some poor little girl somewhere would never get to see a real
>flower, only pictures of them.

The assumption of the film is that there wasn't a SCIENTIFIC reason, just
an aesthetic one, something that was hard to communicate.  The break-down
in communication is part of what the film is about.

>I would have liked to have seen Dern's character (can't remember the name)
>portrayed as less of a wild-eyed blue-sky fanatic,

Fanaticism is part of what the film is about.

>and more of the competent scientist he was supposed to have been.

I don't think he was supposed to be a competent scientist.

>This wouldn't necessarily have entailed a change in the character's goals
>or views.

But it would not have contributed to the subject of the film.

>at the time the film was made (early 70's), I don't believe that
>environmental awareness, though growing rapidly, was at the level it is
>now

Environmental awareness was the new fad back then.  It was probably what
was used to get financial backing for the film.

>perhaps broad strokes were required to get the point across.

The movie is not trying to make an environmental point.

>I guess I find some of the broad-brush tactics of the film a little
>embarrassing.

The "broad-brush tactics" are part of the breakdown in communication theme
of the movie.  Look at the reactions Lowell got from his companions.  The
filmmakers knew what they were doing.

>Anyone have a feeling for what the Judgment of Posterity is for this film,
>so far?

As I said before, the film continues to draw people, and they will continue
to criticize it even as they are drawn to it.  I hope that as time passes
Silent Running will be seen as a timeless film about human needs and
failings.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 21:29:56 GMT
From: kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Re: Silent Running

malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock) writes:
> Spoilers ahead.
>
> I've seen "Silent Running" three times now: once in the mid-1970's (in
> grade school), when I was enchanted with it; once a few years ago on TV,
> when I still liked it, but found the special effects weaker than I'd
> remembered, though still decent; and once a few weeks ago, when I rented
> it and just about tossed my cookies at the near-intolerable
> sentimentality spouted by the Bruce Dern character (not to mention the
> cutesy business with the drones.)

Exactly the same story here - I saw it three times, at roughly the same
time intervals, and felt the same way each time. I'm an ecologist, myself,
and *I* get sort of queasy thinking about Dern's dialogue in the film
though I do get embarrassingly choked-up at the closing credits. Too bad
there isn't some way to go back and re-shoot some of this movie, as
otherwise i'd *love* to be able to show this film to my students. As it is,
I think it'd get little more than derisive hoots, and comments on the
ancient special effects.

Doug Yanega
KUENTO@UKANVAX

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 13:29:10 GMT
From: echo!panix!tkelsey@nlg.philips.nl (Tom Kelsey)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

I saw a picture of Sigourney Weaver recently in the papers with a notation
under it that she was in London In 'rehearsal' for Aliens III.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 21:12:57 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Alien III 

cah@jpl-devvax.JPL.NASA.GOV (Allen Halsell) writes:
>The last time I read any of William Gibson's work I thought I also read
>that he was working on the screenplay for Alien III.

The Gibson script was dropped.  It was probably too good for the movie
people.  (Do you know how many years the script for JACOB'S LADDER was
kicking around before they finally made the thing?)

ALIEN III is supposedly going into production this year, and it will
reportedly happen on yet another alien planet out in the middle of nowhere.
I expect a derivative and fairly worthless movie.

The second movie had too much in common with the first in terms of setting
and ending, but it still advanced the series.  The first movie described an
isolated encounter with a single being by a technical crew; the second had
a family of such beings impinging on the lives of civilian colonists and on
the conduct of government; obviously the third movie should involve the
conflict of a society of such beings with the society of Earth, and should
finish the series.

The continuation of the isolated setting points to a formulaic repetition
rather than to the advancement of the story.  Of course, both movie and TV
producers seem to be terrified of using the Earth in science fiction,
probably because they have to deal with real-world politics and make some
possibly unpopular statements concerning issues like the dynamic between
socialism and capitalism.  They feel comfortable with vague allusions to
such issues, as in ALIENS, but not with any focus on them.  The two recent
SF movies which were set on the Earth, BLADE RUNNER and BRAZIL, were both
eviscerated by the studios, though fortunately without lasting effect in
the case of BRAZIL.  

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 00:10:56 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Alien III

   You know, the Aliens we have seen so far have been in small ecosystems
probably much different from the one they evolved in. Given the ecological
fad of the early 90s, wouldn't it be nice if Ripley got to see the Aliens
in their natural state, in the ecosystem they evolved in? Kind of like
'Dances With Wolves', with Ripley learning to appreciate the Aliens for
their virtues.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 91 11:16:11 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

cah@jpl-devvax.JPL.NASA.GOV (Allen Halsell) writes:

>OK, so this probably comes up all the time, but I haven't seen it.

You're right, it *does* come up all the time.

>The last time I read any of William Gibson's work I thought I also read
>that he was working on the screenplay for Alien III.

Worked. Past tense. He did two drafts and that was it.

>What with all the attention _Aliens_ has gotten lately I though I'd ask -
>what gives? Does anyone know if this is still (or was ever) true, who are
>the producer/director/studio, any probable plot lines?  Is S. Weaver still
>interested?

Way back when, Gibson was hired to write the screenplay for ALIEN III. At
the same time, Ridley Scott had agreed to direct, and Weaver agreed to
star, pending her approval of the script. Time passed, production delays
caused Weaver and Scott to both drop out so they could pursue other
projects. Gibson hurriedly revised his script to take Ripley out of it.
Renny Harlin (DIE HARD 2) was signed on as new director. He didn't like
Gibson's script, so he wanted to start fresh with a new one. Gibson didn't
want to re-write, so they looked around for a new scriptwriter (I don't
know if they ever found one at the time). Meanwhile, Arnold Schwarzenegger
was signed on as the star. More time passed, more delays, Harlin dropped
out, Schwarzenegger dropped out. Vincent Ward (THE NAVIGATOR) picked as
director, but he backed out shortly thereafter. A couple of new writers
hired, but I think they were off the project, too, in short time.

Current status: No one seems to know who the writer(s) and director are.
No one seems to know when it's going to start production (lots of false
starts were announced). Weaver *is* still signed to lead, though.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 05:18:42 GMT
From: dfpedro@uswnvg.uucp (Donn Pedro)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James) writes:
> You know, the Aliens we have seen so far have been in small ecosystems
> probably much different from the one they evolved in. Given the
> ecological fad of the early 90s, wouldn't it be nice if Ripley got to see
> the Aliens in their natural state, in the ecosystem they evolved in?
> Kind of like 'Dances With Wolves', with Ripley learning to appreciate the
> Aliens for their virtues.

And could you imaging what a hell hole it would be.  If we are to believe
that an environment shapes a creature, then imagine what the aliens' home
world is like.

Counter examples can be found in:

   "The Gentle Giants of Ganymede"

The giants homeworld had no predators so the animal drawings found in the
giant ship were first thought to be cartoons to children.  If a gentle
world could create brightly colored cartoon-like animals, imagine what
world could spawn the Aliens.

I would not volunteer to go there.  One of their "flowers" could probobly
take your nose off ala' The Far Side.

dfpedro@uswnvg.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 91 22:06:57 GMT
From: maddox@blake.u.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>Way back when, Gibson was hired to write the screenplay for ALIEN III. At
>the same time, Ridley Scott had agreed to direct, and Weaver agreed to
>star, pending her approval of the script. Time passed, production delays
>caused Weaver and Scott to both drop out so they could pursue other
>projects. Gibson hurriedly revised his script to take Ripley out of it.

   I don't think so.  As I recall, the first time Gibson mentioned any
details about the script to me, he said that Sigourney Weaver was put into
an escape pod at the beginning of this one and "launched into Alien IV."

>Renny Harlin (DIE HARD 2) was signed on as new director. 

   *Much* later.  There have been numerous might-be directors, yes I am no
I'm not directors, etc.

>He didn't like Gibson's script, so he wanted to start fresh with a new
>one.

   It was a lot more complicated than that.  Gibson (and most or all of the
umpteen screenwriters who have done/revised Alien III scripts) was working
from a treatment - a storyline he was more or less obligated to follow.
There was much dissatisfaction not only with the various scripts done by
various hands but also with the treatment itself.

>Gibson didn't want to re-write, so they looked around for a new
>scriptwriter

   Gibson didn't want to work with Renny Harlin.

>Current status: No one seems to know who the writer(s) and director are.
>No one seems to know when it's going to start production (lots of false
>starts were announced). Weaver *is* still signed to lead, though.

   Oh, I'm sure someone knows, at least who's writing and directing
*today*.  The whole project has suffered from executive level head up the
ass disease for years, and I doubt that will change anytime soon.

Tom Maddox

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 01:31:55 GMT
From: axolotl@ultima.socs.uts.edu.au (Iain D. Sinclair)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>Current status: No one seems to know who the writer(s) and director are.
>No one seems to know when it's going to start production (lots of false
>starts were announced). Weaver *is* still signed to lead, though.

In the Feb 91 CINEFANTASTIQUE, the director was named - a rookie unknown,
as I remember. Weaver signed on the condition that she virtually wrote her
own scenes.

Some of the scenarios considered by Fox (?) executives were a
time-travelling Alien and a Godzilla-style Alien morass in New York, but
fortunately I don't think any of these came to pass. I'm wondering if it
will be at all derived from the ALIENS: EARTH WAR comic book by Dark Horse,
in much the same way that _Predator 2_ was.

Iain Dick Sinclair
axolotl@ultima.socs.uts.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 23:59:50 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

   Isn't filming 'Aliens III: or Ripley Came To My Homeworld And All She
Brought Me Was This Lousy Hundred Million Gigatonne ThermoNuclear Device'
just a tad too easy to be interesting? They've *done* the 'Aliens eat
mostly everyone because no one listens to Ripley until it is Too Late'
story twice now. I think it would be interesting if the directer and
scriptwriter came up with a way of presenting the Aliens in a context where
they weren't just big ugly baby-eating BEM factories. I don't expect it,
mind you.

   Still, watching Ripley exterminate the Aliens, only to realize they're
the only thing keeping a lid on the _______ population, which promptly Eat
The Galaxy (or worse, export bad music), or even just Eat enough of the
ecosystem of the Alien homeworld to cause a major dieback (picture the
dinosaurs here). It'd help if the Homeworld was presented in such a way
that the destruction would upset even Ripley.  Hee hee hee 'Ripley Saves
The Aliens'...

James Nicoll 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 18:33:00 GMT
From: GOATHUNTER@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, Western Ky. University")
Subject: Alien III

Hollywood Hotline, a service available via Western Union, reported the
following item on Friday, January 4:

   Sigourney Weaver will star in "Alien III" under the direction of
   David Fincher.  Filming begins next week in London.

Hunter Goatley
Western Kentucky University               
GOATHUNTER@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Card (3 msgs) & Cherryh & Rick Cook (3 msgs) &
                  Dick & Downing & Ford & Hogan & Kerr & Koontz & 
                  Lem & Niven (2 msgs) & Star Trek Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 16:35:49 GMT
From: MACGYVER@indycms.iupui.edu ("Mr. Obvious")
Subject: ?-Orscon Scott Card

Does anyone have an early review on Orson Scott Card's latest submission
"Future on Fire" ??? This is a collection of short stories by fifteen other
authors.  I just found it on the shelf last weekend.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 01:56:18 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Pointless Speculation about Two Characters in Ender's Game

   I recently picked up 'Future on Fire', an anthology edited by Orson
Scott Card, and it includes a story by Bruce Sterling. I was struck by the
similarity of the two fictional identities that Card says Sterling and
another author set up to put forth certain views as commentators on SF, and
the tactics used by Ender's siblings on the Net in Ender's Game. That
should probably read 'similarities between Card's *description* of two
fictional identities Sterling, and Ender's siblings. If Sterling did in
fact set up these fictional identities, did they predate the novel version
of Ender's Game?

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 02:00:02 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Pointless Speculation about Two Characters in Ender's Game

   The idea I'm toying with is that the two characters in Ender's Game were
based in part on Sterling's activities, not, of course, the other way
round. Just thought I'd make that clear.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 14:59:26 GMT
From: LJU@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Laura Uerling)
Subject: Cherryh et al, Merovingen Nights

John Shipman (john@jupiter.nmt.edu) asks for comments about Cherryh's
shared world series, _Merovingen Nights_. I've read and enjoyed them all
and don't find the transitions between authors a bit jarring.

What can be jarring, though, is that when one's author's chapter ends, the
plot thread is dropped until later in the book. When I find this
particularly frustrating it's because I want to find out NOW how a certain
story line is going to resolve itself, or not, as is often the case. (BTW,
for a really masterful example of using alternating time/settings as a plot
device, try LeGuin's _The Dispossessed_, one of my all-time favorites.)

In general, I think the city of Merovingen makes a interesting and unusual
setting. The enforced "low-tech" aspect of their society, with its
contrast between what technology they can do and know is possible, and what
they're allowed to do, is effective, if not a new device. John Shipman used
the word "Byzantine" to describe the politics of Merovingen, and he was
right.  Complex characters with conflicting loyalties, intricate plots
etc., are a Cherryh trademark, as in the Chanur series and _Downbelow
Station_. I LIKE stories like _DS_ where there's no clear cut solutions or
even obvious "good guys" and "bad guys."

A couple of minor quibbles with _MN_: I thought the last one (_Flood Tide_
I think, but I'm not sure) ended very abruptly. I don't expect them to
resolve all the stories at the end of each book, but I also prefer that
they don't leave major characters in peril between books. Also, in the book
before last, (sorry, no name; the books are at home) Rif and Black Cal, two
very good characters BTW, discover that the cat-whales (?) are sentient. I
wish they'd do something with that story line, it was promising.

At least with this series I really look forward to seeing the next
installment. There are too many others, Piers Anthony series notably, where
I DREAD seeing another book, but feel almost obligated to buy new ones
because I've invested so bloody much time in them already.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 18:37:43 GMT
From: jeff@clutx.clarkson.edu (Jeff Whittaker)
Subject: A question about Rick Cook

     I recently read two books by Rick Cook, _Wizard's Bane_ and _The
Wizardry Compiled_.  I enjoyed these books very much.  I looked in books in
print for anything else by him and saw that he wrote _Limbo System_ in
between these two books.  What I want to know is whether this is an
independent book or has something to do with the other two.  If it is
independent, is it worth reading? A brief synopsis would be appreciated.

Jeffrey L. Whittaker
jeff@clutx.clarkson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 22:37:31 GMT
From: abw@natchez.tmc.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: A question about Rick Cook

jeff@clutx.clarkson.edu writes:

>I recently read two books by Rick Cook, _Wizard's Bane_ and _The Wizardry
>Compiled_.  I enjoyed these books very much.  I looked in books in print
>for anything else by him and saw that he wrote _Limbo System_ in between
>these two books.  What I want to know is whether this is an independent
>book or has something to do with the other two.  If it is independent, is
>it worth reading? A brief synopsis would be appreciated.

Very independent, and worth a read. I was put off by the wretched cover art
in the mass-market pb so gave it a pass until I read W'sB.

Plot involves large human starship with FTL that encounters an alien race
lacking same. The aliens have spread out over their system via slow travel
and huge artificial worlds ruled by lineages.

Much of the story involves political maneuvering among the aliens (well,
the other guys, anyway.  After all, this is *their* system) as to how to
deal with these interlopers and, in the bargain, snaffle the FTL drive.

The humans are torn between wanting to learn more about the others, but do
not want to just give them the keys to the car, either.  Some _go_ strategy
is involved, too.

Give it a try. Let me know what you think.

Al B. Wesolowsky
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet    

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 07:19:08 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: A question about Rick Cook

jeff@clutx.clarkson.edu writes:
> I recently read two books by Rick Cook, _Wizard's Bane_ and _The Wizardry
> Compiled_.  I enjoyed these books very much.  I looked in books in print
> for anything else by him and saw that he wrote _Limbo System_ in between
> these two books.  What I want to know is whether this is an independent
> book or has something to do with the other two.  If it is independent,
> is it worth reading? A brief synopsis would be appreciated.

Limbo System is completely independent.  It is a more serious work that
addresses issue of contact and technology transfer with a (or another)
expansionistic race that is currently limited to their home system and also
the responsibilities of command/leadership vs. the democratic/consensus
ideals.

There is also a third Wiz book on the way, due out sometime this year.

George Robbins
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 19:33:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Phillip K. Dick: Radio Free Albemuth

After relating to my wife the enthusiastic remarks I'd read about Phillip
K. Dick on this conference, I was fortunate enough to receive 4 of his
books from her as Christmas presents: Radio Free Albemuth, Solary Lottery,
The Zap Gun, and Eye in the Sky (correct name?).

I've been interested in starting _Radio Free Albemuth_ but noticed
publisher's notes which referred to _Valis_.  Is this book a sequel to the
_Valis_ books or does a lot of it depend on them?

I'd appreciate your e-mail suggestions.

*Also*, I just want to extend thanks to the people who run and participate
in this conference.  A few months ago, I was looking for new authors to
read but unsure how to make a choice beyond reading cover-blurbs.  I've now
amassed a huge list from reading this conference and my only remaining
problem is deciding what to read next.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 01:43:16 GMT
From: doughe@bamboo.cax.tek.com (Douglas E Helbling)
Subject: Rinn's Star (query two)

Okay, so I posted a previous "what do you think" on this one before I read
it, saw no replies, then decided to buy it and read it anyway.
	
The book was _Rinn's Star_, by Paula E. Downing.

Did anybody else pick this one up?  Opinions?

Doug Helbling
doughe@bamboo.cax.tek.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 11:53:23 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Looking for a bibliography of works by John M. Ford

ken@valkyrie.ecn.uoknor.edu (Ken Burnside) writes:
>I normally avoid Trek fiction, having read far too many tales of Kirk
>Spock and McCoy, but I was bored. I picked up a book called _The Final
>Reflection_ by John M. Ford, and was pleasantly surprised. He presented a
>reasonable mishmash of cultures that seemed alien, and presented a
>different side of one of the most hackneyed shared universes around.
[...]
>Anyone got a bibliography of the works Ford has written, with
>recommendations? 

Just the books; I haven't got the time for the uncollected short stories,
poems, articles, games, etc. :-)

1980  Web of Angels
1982  The Princes of the Air
1983  The Dragon Waiting
1984  The Final Reflection  [Star Trek]
      Voyage to Adventure  [Star Trek "Which Way?" book; as Michael J.
      Dodge] 
1987  How Much for Just the Planet  [Star Trek]
1988  The Scholars of Night
1989  Casting Fortune

He's also written at least one other interactive fiction book under another
pseudonym, but my pocket notebook in which I had the title and by-line
written is among the missing.

I suppose I could just call him and ask him, but that would be too easy.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 01:38:04 GMT
From: burns@latcs1.oz.au (Jonathan Burns)
Subject: Re: Hogan

stevedc@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Stephen Carter) writes:
> Why is James P Hogan seen as controversial?
> 
> His book "Two Faces of Tommorow" should be required reading for all
> people connected to the Net!

Well, Hogan grinds two axes; he thinks science is the only real way to
improve things, and he thinks free-market capitalism is the only way to
motivate science (as opposed to feudalism, socialism and military
organization). He thinks mysticism or any kind of reliance on Higher Forces
does real damage.

That's OK, but where Rand is lyrical and concerned that her arguments hold
water, Hogan is merely petulant and a bit of a grouch. It ruined Giants'
Star for me. E.g. opposition to nuclear power is revealed to be a secret
plot by the Commies, pardon me, the autocrats of the lost civilization.

I do think he missed a pretty irony in The Code of Life. Here we have a Uri
Geller-type charlatan recruited to explore Titan, and brought to understand
some truths about intellectual honesty. Meantime, the robot people on Titan
are developing science, little knowing that for them the Higher Forces (in
the form of their original strategic programs) are perfectly real.

Two Faces of Tomorrow is great.

Jonathan Burns
Computer Science Dept
La Trobe University  
burns@latcs1.oz

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 06:47:11 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric Sassaman)
Subject: Katerine Kerr's _Daggerspell_ series - comments?

I've heard some good things about the first two novels in Katherine Kerr's
Daggerspell (?) series, _Daggerspell_ and _Darkspell_. How are the
remaining novels, _Dawnspell_ and _Dragonspell_? How do they compare to the
first two? Any opinions?

Eric Sassaman

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 02:27:32 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Terribly Brief Reviews:  The Bad Place

Recently read Koontz' "The Bad Place" on the recommendation of someone who
shall remain nameless.  Impressions:

(spoilers)

"The Unpleasant Profession of Jonathan Hoag" meets "All You Zombies", minus
time travel and The Bird.  Plus a character who can teleport, but only when
he's threatened, a la Bester (or was that Pohl??)  Could have been written
by Stephen King on a bad day, and as such still managed, for the most part,
to be entertaining and hold my interest.  The spunky/perky husband-wife
detective team is just TOO blatantly lifted from TUPOJH, though, IMHO.

Great reading for folks who keep up with all those grocery-store books but
are unlikely to read any "real" SF ("Heh heh, they'll never catch on...")

Liked the cover art, though.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 23:54:00 GMT
From: delisle@phy.ulaval.ca (Sonya Delisle)
Subject: Re: Stanislas Lem

magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>kaplan@babar.inria.fr (Philippe Kaplan) writes:
>>Stanislaw Lem didn't write 'Eden', but 'Solaris'. You speak about Stefan
>>Wul.
>
>Sorry, but Stanislaw Lem *has* written a book called 'Eden' - at least,
>both the English and German translations have that title. It is quite
>possible that the French translation (if it exists) has another title, and
>that Stefan Wul also has written a book called 'Eden'.

   I finished reading the French version of Eden just last week. Its French
title IS 'Eden', and the copy I have was published by Marabout in 1972.
   I had a hard time reading it in French for two reasons: 1) It's been a
very long time since I've read anything in French and 2) I found the story
badly translated. Not having read any other book by that author, I don't
know if it's his writing style that stinks or simply the translator who had
no talent for writing. The story is fairly good and interesting, but one
doesn't get into it until about half of the book, and the writing remains
boring and confusing throughout (you never know who's talking to who).
   I don't recommend that anybody spend money on this particular version,
but it's interesting if you can borrow it from a friend.

Sonya Delisle

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 15:32:54 GMT
From: fox-r@neuron.cis.ohio-state.edu (Richard K Fox)
Subject: New Niven Works - Mote sequel included!!!

This has probably been mentioned when people were talking about Niven's
N-Space book, but here is some news.  Niven is working on the sequel to
Mote in God's Eye with Jerry Pournelle.  So, the long awaited sequel will
be a collaboration.  The title is The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye.  Niven
is also working with Steven Barnes on another book.  And there is also
going to be a N-Space Vol II released sometime soon.  All of this
information comes from the Future Works section in the Bibliography of
N-Space Vol I.

I checked N-Space Vol I out of our local library and found it really worth
looking through.  I wouldn't buy it at $20 but I think I will buy it in
paperback when it comes out.  The comments he makes about some of the
stories and novels are highly interesting.  He explains (among other
things) how he got involved with Pournelle, details of writing Mote, and
also how he came up with the Smoke Ring concept.  Anyways, Niven fans can
rejoice that he is hard at work (well, working at least) on several
projects.  Besides those I've mentioned, there are two or three other
novels he is working on plus a children's book he is writing with Pournelle
and Wendy All (I think it's a children's book).

Richard Fox
Laboratory for Artificial Intelligence  Research
The Ohio State University 	
fox-r@cis.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 20:49:02 GMT
From: jeteye@cbl.umd.edu (James Love)
Subject: Fallen Angels

     The January edition of Jerry Pournelle's monthly column in BYTE
[Computing at Chaos Manor] mentions that he and Larry Niven have all but
completed work on two new books: _Fallen Angels_, which is described as
_our (i.e. Niven/Pournelle) gift to science fiction fandom_, and _The Moat
Around Murcheson's Eye_, a sequel to _The Mote in God's Eye_.  I certainly
await the latter with keen anticipation, since TMiGE is among my all-time
fave SF tales, but I've not heard any pre-release gossip on _Fallen
Angels_.  Anyone have the inside skinny ??  Expected release date,
publisher, speculation as to just what a _gift to science fiction fandom_
entails ??  The last few Niven/Pournelle collaborations never quite matched
TMiGE, IMHO. Perhaps these latest attempts will fare better. :-)

Jim Love
Univ. of Maryland
jeteye@cbl.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 16:38:29 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Star Trek - The Next Generation Books

Are they any good (in general)?  I like *some* of the old series books, and
now that I'm hooked on the new series, I'm wondering if those are worth
investing in. 

Chuck

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Jan 91 20:49:21 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

I recently read Neuromancer for the first time after much encouragement
from other people who suggested it to me as a "must read" for someone on
the 'net'.  I was really psyched to read the book and flew through it in
about a day, but (much to my dismay) I was disappointed in it.

I think Case, the main character, was too much of an anithero-type, so much
so that it became difficult to sympathize with the character.  I tend to
wonder if this has anything to do with the fact that the book is written
primarily from a machismo-"cowboy" point of view??

Aside from being a technophobe's worst nightmare, I'd be curious to see
what other people thought of the book.  Why is it considered (if it IS in
fact considered) one of the most important books in this genre.  (That
being the sub-genre actually, of cyberspace sci-fi.)

Additionally, I'd just like to say I'd honestly like to give the book a
second chance.  I'll probably reread it in a few months or so; in the
meantime, are there any other Gibson books that are just as much of a
"must-read" ??  If so, why?

Thanks.

Carol
cdg@gamma.bellcore.com
Livingston, NJ

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 04:53:27 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

I had nearly the same reaction to _Neuromancer_ the first time I read it.
I found the book mildly weird, with fairly good prose, but not a single
character with a redeeming quality.

A couple of months later, for unknown reasons, I read the book again, and I
was hooked.  I'm not exactly sure why, but here are a few suggestions:

Gibson's prose may be the best in the field.

The characters do have redeeming qualities, but the characterization and
development is subtle, most of the characters depth to them that may not be
apparent throught the initial read, or many subsequent reads, but it's
there. trust me.

The plotting is complex, reading it again may help to sort out what
happens.

Gibson does not just present the hi-tech as neat toys, he extrapolates the
effects of new technologies to all of society.

Orson Scott Card did not like _Neuromancer_.  Which is reason enough for me
to like it.  BTW I think he only read it once.  If he gave it another try
I'd bet he'd fall in love with it.

Reading _Neuromancer_ twice (at least) is pretty common advice, I remember
seeing an article by Tom Maddox (I think) that gave the same advice.  That
you already think this is a good idea might mean something.

You might try looking at Gibson's short fiction in the _Burning Chrome_
anthology before trying his other novels.  _Count Zero_ and _Mona Lisa
Overdrive_ both follow the events in _Neuromancer_ although quite a few
years later.  _The Difference Engie_ is a victorian era conspiracy novel, a
good understanding of British politics and American relations during this
time might help when reading this one.  My historical knowledge of this
period is pretty limited, but, like always, I enjoyed his prose.

By all means though reread _Neuromancer_ it's well worth it.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 03:29:28 GMT
From: szabo@crg5.uucp (Nick Szabo)
Subject: Re: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>Aside from being a technophobe's worst nightmare,...

This is a fascinating comment.  Gibson's work seems to have inspired a
large group of young people to develop "virtual reality" technology - the
technophiles love it.  For myself, I also found many negatives in Gibson's
world, but some positives too.

Nick Szabo
szabo@sequent.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 21:21:56 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) writes:
>Gibson's prose may be the best in the field.

I'll agree with that statement.  There is a particular passage in
_Neuromancer_ that generated images I've never been able to get out of my
head, and I've read the book only once!

Spoilers!

The kid that generates the holograms, when he's performing on stage and he
does the bit with the girl with the claws.  The way Gibson describes the
scene is nothing short of brilliant!

I didn't care that much the plot, though.  I had a tough time following it.
I guess I should reread it.  For me, though, that single passage alone was
worth the time to read the book.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 01:38:24 GMT
From: helen@maspar.com (Helen Kastner)
Subject: Re: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>This is a fascinating comment.  Gibson's work seems to have inspired a
>large group of young people to develop "virtual reality" technology...

January issue of Smithsonian magazine has article on virtual reality,
crediting Gibson with the term.  Some local (SF Bay area) companies
prominent in the field, foremost (in article) Autodesk, Inc in Sausalito
with its Cyberspace Project.  Fascinating photos of virtual environments.
hk

Helen Kastner
MasPar Computer Corporation
Sunnyvale, CA

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 05:17:29 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Gibson: The Difference Engine

_The Difference Engine_ by William Gibson and Bruce Sterling was published
in London by Gollancz SF in 1990.  It will probably not be available in the
US until April 1991 (I think).

Being something of a Gibson fan, I like to be able to read his newest works
as soon as possible, I also value owning first editions.  Thus I own a
British copy of _The Difference Engine_.  I also have the Gollancz version
of _Mona Lisa Overdrive_.

BTW the cover illustration on _The Difference Engine_ is an amazing image
of what a victorian steam driven computer might look like.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 17:58:48 GMT
From: calle@lysator.liu.se (Calle Dybedahl)
Subject: New book by Gibson (No, not "Differential Engine")?

I recently heard that William Gibson has sold a new book to Bantam, called
_Virtual_Light_. Has anybody else heard anything about it?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 19:27:09 GMT
From: maddox@blake.u.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: Re: New book by Gibson (No, not "Differential Engine")?

calle@lysator.liu.se (Calle Dybedahl) writes:
>I recently heard that William Gibson has sold a new book to Bantam, called
>_Virtual_Light_. Has anybody else heard anything about it?

   Yes, he has.  It is set in a future nearer than that of the Sprawl (and
different from it).  He's just begun serious work on it.  

Tom Maddox

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 18:53:35 GMT
From: gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz)
Subject: McCaffrey -- Dragonriders of Pern sequences (mild spoilers, perhaps)

Caution: this is a LONG post.

Giovanni V. Guillemette asks:
>Could someone please tell me the proper order of the Dragonriders of Pern
>Books (in Pernian time, not publication order)?  I would appreciate it
>immensely.

Several people have given the plot sequences, which were slightly
inaccurate, and one person gave the publication order which was definitely
inaccurate.  Both lists are given in Anne McCaffrey's introduction to "The
People of Pern, though I'll summarize here.  Personally, I feel that the
books are best read in the order that they were written, for two reasons.
First, so that the reader can discover the past of Pern bit by bit with
F'lar, Lessa, and Jaxom, with (roughly) the same background into the past
that they had.  Second, so that when the reader gets to "Dragonsdawn," he
or she can go "Aha! I guessed right!" or "Oh, I see, that makes sense."

Okay, in the order that they were published:

1) "Dragonflight" (part 1 of this was published previously as "Weyr
      Search") 
2) "Dragonquest"
3) "Dragonsong"
4) "Dragonsinger"
5) "A Time When," which is in fact the first two chapters of "The White
      Dragon"
6) "Dragondrums"
7) The rest of "The White Dragon"
8) "Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern"
9) "Nerilka"
10) "Dragonsdawn"
11) "Renegades of Pern" (portions of this were published as "The Girl Who
      Heard Dragons")

There is also a short story, "The Smallest Dragonrider," collected in the
book "Get Off The Unicorn," which falls (publication-wise) after
"Dragonquest" or "Dragonsinger," I forget which.

As far as chronology goes:

1) "Dragonsdawn"
2) "Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern" concurrent with "Nerilka."
3) The prologue to "Renegades of Pern"
4) The first two parts of "Dragonflight"
5) The rest of "Dragonflight," concurrent with the first chapter or so of
      "Renegades."
5a) "The Smallest Dragonrider" -- not really important to the chronology,
      but you should probably read it after "Dragonflight" anyway, as its
      main character is mentioned briefly in "The White Dragon" and
      featured prominently in "Renegades."
6) The first chapter or so of "Dragonsong"
7) The first half of "Dragonquest"
8) The events of "Dragonquest" up to the hatching, concurrent with the rest
      of "Dragonsong"
9) The rest of "Dragonquest," concurrent with everything in "Dragonsinger"
       up until just after Canth's fall.
10) The rest of "Dragonsinger"

Confused so far?  Plus 8) through 10) concurrent with events in "Renegades"
leading up to the raid on the renegades' hold.  Okay, continuing on:

11) The first chapter of "The White Dragon."
12) "Dragondrums"
13) A few more chapters from "Renegades" dealing with Toric's acquisition
      of holders and land, up to his meeting with the Benden Weyrleader's
      at Benden. (I'm sorry for the vague references; I don't have the book
      with me). 
14) The second chapter of "The White Dragon," dealing with that famous
      meeting.
15) The rest of "The White Dragon," concurrent with events in "Renegades"
      up to realization of Jaxom's fate (I won't spoil it for those who 
      haven't read it).
16) The rest of "Renegades" -- those chapters prefaced with Present Pass
      15-17 and Present Pass 17.

Yucch!  Just read 'em in the order they were published - it's much easier.

There are also three other books of note:

1) Karen Fonstad's "The Atlas of Pern."  Thouroughly excellent guide to
Pern.  Keep it beside you when you read "Renegades" so you'll know where in
Pern you are.  There is also a chronology given in it which is slightly
incorrect.  The dates are correct, but some of the years are off.  To
correct it, subtract ten years from the "Moreta"/"Nerilka" dates, and
subtract fifty years from the Oldtime dates (i.e. the days when T'ton and
Mardra met Lessa in the past).  The error is due to the fact that Lessa
really jumped 450 Turns into the past, not 400 as loosely expressed by the
characters in the book (200 yrs. of interval plus 50 yrs. when Thread
should have fallen but didn't plus 200 more yrs. of interval) which Ms.
McCaffrey missed seeing until Jody Lynn Nye pointed it out to her (along
with other fans, I'm sure).  The timetable at the end of "Moreta" is also
therefore in error.  This error is corrected in:

2) "The Dragonlover's Guide to Pern," by the aforementioned Ms. Nye.  In
general a better companion book than, say, Neil Randall's effort, "Castle
Amber."  I'm not sure what in "Guide to Pern" is solely the invention of
the author, but for the most part it doesn't go against anything in the
Pern books.  If you didn't understand certain things in the Pern books,
such as the Scottish and Irish bits woven into the fabric of the text, then
this is a good book to read because it explains it to poor illiterate
Americans such as myself.  The illustratrations are bogus, though,
especially in light of:

3) "The People of Pern," by Robin Wood (paintings) and Anne McCaffrey
(text).  Ms. Wood did the illustrations for the Mayfair "Pern" game, and
she outdoes herself here in this thouroughly excellent book.  Wonderful
portraits of all your favorite people, using models that Ms. McCaffrey
herself pointed out as the prototypes for each character.  So good are the
drawings that I was able to say "Yes! That's who that is!  That's how I
pictured him!" without even reading the captions.  It's also fun to guess
who the models are (check out Master Oldive, and Yanus and Mavi).  In the
text, Ms. McCaffrey tells you many things about the characters you didn't
know (what happened to Kylara after she failed to Impress Ramoth, the
relationship between Robinton and Silvina, etc.), plus drops hints for what
will happen in "All The Weyrs of Pern."

I apologize for the length of this post.  I hope several people's
curiosity's have been satisfied.

Matt Gertz
Advanced Manipulator Laboratories
Carnegie Mellon University
gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 18:45:22 GMT
From: jennb@sco.com (Jenn Brooks)
Subject: Re: What is the order of the Pern books?

Well, I discovered McCaffrey as a young teenager, and read Dragonsong,
'Singer, and 'Drums.  (Er, I think those are the titles I mean.  I have a
bad memory sometimes.  It was the trilogy with Menolly.)  Read them a
couple of times before ever I discovered the other books.  I think, as a
girl of that age (14 or so) I appreciated that the books had a smaller
focus, and looked more at a few characters, rather than having the sweep of
the other books.

"Renegades," on the other hand.  Phew!  It ended well, but I want to know
what committee wrote the first half of it?!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 00:04:22 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey

gertz@BILGE.ECE.CMU.EDU (Matthew Wayne Gertz) writes:
>1) "Dragonflight" (part 1 of this was published previously as "Weyr
>   Search") 

Actually, most of it was published previously.  McCaffrey joined together
two novellas (the second, whose name I've forgotten, won a Nebula in 69, I
think) along with some new material to make this book.

The new material was mostly in between them but there was also some
expansion of both novellas.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 15:19:30 GMT
From: gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz)
Subject: McCaffrey -- Dragonriders of Pern sequences errata

Regarding the long post I sent yesterday, I checked the sources last
night and found three things wrong:

1) Chronologically, "Dragondrums" and the concurrent material in
"Renegades" precede the first chapter of "The White Dragon," instead of
following it.  My mistake was paying attention to what N'ton said in the
first chapter of TWD as regards Ruth's age, claiming Ruth was only a couple
years old - "You've had him a Turn last spring..." or words to that effect.
Gee, you'd think a weyrleader like N'ton might be able to get his dates
right 8^)

2) In "The Atlas of Pern," you have to ADD 10 years to the dates given in
the Moreta section, not subtract 10.  The part about subtracting 50 years
from the oldtime dates is still correct, though.

3) The most embarassing mistake - the name of the short story is in fact
"The Smallest Dragonboy."  That'll teach me to work from memory. I'm sure
someone on the net has already pointed this out, but since I'm not on the
mailing list, but only get the digest form of SFLOVERS, I can't be
absolutely certain and so added this in.  My apologies if someone has
already pointed this mistake out.

Incidently, I meant to point out to those of you who don't have the
companion books ("Atlas," "Guide," etc.) that either "The Dragonlover's
Guide to Pern" or "The People of Pern" (I can't remember which offhand, but
I think it's the DLGtP, can anyone remember?) has one very nice feature - a
pronunciation guide!  Now you too will be able to pronounce names like
"Groghe," "Mnementh," and "Piemur" correctly.

Matt Gertz
Advanced Manipulator Laboratories
Carnegie Mellon University
gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 07:30:08 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey

gertz@BILGE.ECE.CMU.EDU (Matthew Wayne Gertz) writes:
>Okay, in the order that they were published:
>
>1) "Dragonflight" (part 1 of this was published previously as "Weyr
>      Search") 
>2) "Dragonquest"
>3) "Dragonsong"
>4) "Dragonsinger"
>5) "A Time When," which is in fact the first two chapters of "The White
>      Dragon"
>6) "Dragondrums"
>7) The rest of "The White Dragon"
>8) "Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern"
>9) "Nerilka"
>10) "Dragonsdawn"
>11) "Renegades of Pern" (portions of this were published as "The Girl Who

   This is close, but 6 and 7 should be reversed. _The White Dragon_ was
published before _Dragondrums_.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:
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                   Requests (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 06:08:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu (blue hurkle on the sill)
Subject: lovecraft after lovecraft

Someone was asking about Loveraftian stories written by persons other than
H.P.  Lovecraft. TOR has just released a harcover anthology, LOVECRAFT'S
LEGACY, the stories of which supposedly reflect the influence of HPL on the
writers included.  A bunch of big names are involved, intro by Robert
Bloch, fiction by Brian Lumley, Graham Masterson, F. Paul Wilson, Hugh B.
Cave, and a bunch of others.  interestingly, none of those who contributed
stories are of the "Lovecraft circle."  The level of quality is suprisingly
good, considering how uneven some of these authors can be.  I can freely
recommend to any interested in seeing how Lovecraft has shaped the modern
horror tale.  Since the book is published by TOR, it can be picked up
(hardcover) in most major book stores (or ordered).

By the way, I don't think all too highly of the pastiches put out by
Lumley.  They seem to make use of the least worthy aspects of Lovecraft.

Jon Ciliberto
CILIBERT@vuctrvx

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 20:15:00 GMT
From: MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.bitnet
Subject: Lovecraft

This doesn't count as a Mythos book (at least I wouldn't *think* so), but
_The Illuminatus! Trilogy_ by Robert Shea and Robert Anton Wilson mentions
some aspects of the Mythos (Cthulhu's name is dropped here and there, and
the characters wind up facing a shoggoth if I remember correctly).  Even if
one doesn't consider it a Mythos book (I don't), it is still entertaining.
   _Illuminatus!_ is a story about power struggles between the Ancient
Illuminated Seers of Bavaria (the Illuminati) and the Discordians (I forget
their official name).  It is rather confusing, though, as the authors jump
around a lot.  A magazine run by one of the main characters gives the book
itself a bad review, citing this jumping, among other things. It *is*
possible to understand, though.  If you don't like sex scenes, take note:
this book gets very gratuitous at times.
   It's currently published in one volume, and anyone who has any interest
in conspiracy theory should appreciate the appendices in the back.  The
authors have also published other books about the Illuminati (which I can't
find) and Wilson has started on _The Historical Illuminats Chronicals_ set
in the 1700s.  The first book was called _The Earth Will Shake_ or
something like that (I don't have it at school with me) and the second was
_The Widow's Son_ which I can't find anywhere.

Mark Kinney
MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 18:57:01 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: lovecraft after lovecraft

CILIBERT@CTRVX1.VANDERBILT.EDU writes:
>Someone was asking about Loveraftian stories written by persons other than
>H.P.  Lovecraft. TOR has just released a harcover anthology, LOVECRAFT'S
>LEGACY, the stories of which supposedly reflect the influence of HPL on
>the writers included.  

I'll have to read this one after it comes out in paper, as I can't afford
the space for hardbound.  It really isn't too surprising that none of the
stories are by members of the old "Lovecraft circle", as the only member of
that group still breathing that I know of is Fritz Leiber.  Smith, Howard,
Russell and most of the others have been dead for anywhere from years to
decades.  Howard died four years before Lovecraft did, and Lovecraft has
been dead for about fifty years.

>By the way, I don't think all too highly of the pastiches put out by
>Lumley.  They seem to make use of the least worthy aspects of Lovecraft.

I thought that the five novels Lumley had out in the seventies were quite
good, myself.  A reasonable connection between the Mythos and the
Dreamlands stories, among other things.  Lumley is actually a much better
writer than Lovecraft ever was.  Don't get me wrong, I love Lovecraft's
work.  But as a writer he was really never more than a talented amateur,
not a professional.  Remember, he was raised with the attitude that real
gentlemen aren't supposed to work for money.  Having at this point
transcribed over half of Lovecraft's stories has given me a quite detailed
insight into the writing style.  A professional attitude and a competent
editor would have worked miracles.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 09:37:45 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft

MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.BITNET writes:
>This doesn't count as a Mythos book (at least I wouldn't *think* so), but
>_The Illuminatus! Trilogy_ by Robert Shea and Robert Anton Wilson mentions
>some aspects of the Mythos (Cthulhu's name is dropped here and there, and
>the characters wind up facing a shoggoth if I remember correctly). Even if
>one doesn't consider it a Mythos book (I don't), it is still entertaining.

I do. There are a *lot* of Mythos references dropped into it, from the
Starry Wisdom Cult to Tsthatoggua to the whole business about the Pentagon
being designed to imprison Yog-Sothoth.

>The authors have also published other books about the Illuminati

No, only one has. ILLUMINATUS! is Robert Shea's only venture into the
Illuminati, but Robert Anton Wilson has done a number of others, including
the Schroedinger's Cat Trilogy, MASKS OF THE ILLUMINATI, and the porno book
THE SEX MAGICIANS.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 20:41:28 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>> The authors have also published other books about the Illuminati
>
>No, only one has. ILLUMINATUS! is Robert Shea's only venture into the
>Illuminati, but Robert Anton Wilson has done a number of others, including
>the Schroedinger's Cat Trilogy, MASKS OF THE ILLUMINATI, and the porno
>book THE SEX MAGICIANS.

Actually, Shea was involved in the Heinlein tribute in "New Libertarian" I
mentioned a month or so back.  The story "The Prometheus Meltdown", by J.
Neil Schulman, Victor Koman, Wilson, Brad Linnaweaver, and Shea involves a
crossover between several of these authors' worlds, as well as that of
Heinlein's "Glory Road".  There's a bizarre scene when the participants in
a black mass in Chicago (Padre Pederastia supplied the goat) are
transported to the palace of the Empress of the Twenty Universes.  Robert
Heinlein and Anson MacDonald also have speaking parts in the story.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 03:51:33 GMT
From: ph@ama-1.ama.caltech.edu (Paul Hardy)
Subject: Re:  Lovecraft

So far in the discussion of Lovecraft-style books, I haven't seen mention
of one of my favorites: The House on the Borderland, by William Hope
Hodgson.  The book is Lovecraftian in general feel; Lovecraft himself said
of this work, "A classic of the first water."  He also said:

   The wanderings of the narrator's spirit through limitless
   light-years of cosmic space and kalpas of eternity, and its
   witnessing of the solar system's final destruction constitute
    something almost unique in standard literature.

This book is completely outside of the Mythos.  I have an Ace paperback of
this with no copyright(!), but the author's note in the beginning is dated
December 17, 1907.  Anyone who enjoys (is terrified by?) Lovecraft should
read this book.

ph@ama.caltech.edu
...!{ihnp4,uunet}!caltech.edu!ama!ph

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 19:32:40 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Subject: Re: lovecraft after lovecraft

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes: 
> It really isn't too surprising that none of the stories are by members of
> the old "Lovecraft circle", as the only member of that group still
> breathing that I know of is Fritz Leiber.

Unless he's recently boarded that hell-bound train, Robert Bloch was a
member of the Lovecraft Circle, and he's still alive.  LOVECRAFT'S LEGACY
contains an introduction by Bloch but no story.

> I thought that the five novels Lumley had out in the seventies were quite
> good, myself.  A reasonable connection between the Mythos and the
> Dreamlands stories, among other things.

People seeking a reasonable connection between the Mythos and the
Dreamlands stories need search no further than THE DREAM-QUEST OF UNKNOWN
KADATH.  The division of Lovecraft's stories into Dreamland/Dunsanian and
Mythos seems, to me, totally artificial.  If it uses HPL's invented
mythology, it's a Mythos story.

> Lumley is actually a much better writer than Lovecraft ever was.  

Brian Lumley's ability is a regular point of contention in discussions
among Lovecraftians.  While I tend to like Lumley, there's no way I can
call him a better writer than HPL.  Lumley is often as sloppy in his
writing as was his true mentor, August Derleth.

> Don't get me wrong, I love Lovecraft's work.  But as a writer he was
> really never more than a talented amateur, not a professional.  Remember,
> he was raised with the attitude that real gentlemen aren't supposed to
> work for money.  Having at this point transcribed over half of
> Lovecraft's stories has given me a quite detailed insight into the
> writing style.  A professional attitude and a competent editor would have
> worked miracles.

I'm not sure what sort of miracles you have in mind, but I suspect I
wouldn't like them.

If a professional writer is one who writes for money, then HPL was a
professional writer.  If it's someone who sells to newsstand magazines,
then HPL was a professional writer.  If it's someone who works long and
hard at the craft of writing to produce a desired effect, then HPL was a
professional writer.

At the Centennial Conference, Will Murray took pains to dispel the "HPL
thought of himself as an amateur" notion by reading passages from HPL's own
letters.  He thought of himself as a professional writer.

What he *didn't* think of himself as was a hack.  

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
Rutgers University Computing Services
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP:   cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu
BITnet: JAROCHAERNST@ZODIAC

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 19:00:02 GMT
From: Terri_A._Clingerman.WBST102A@xerox.com
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #5

>In this book I remember the protagonist being a young male around 18 years
>old.  The world had a kind of oppressive government without much future
>for the ower class.  This boy decides/is asked to go to an experimental
>medical facility.  It turns out that they are testing for mental powers
>and of course he has them.

This sounds the book _The Mercy Men written by Alan Nourse.  A young boy is
trying to catch the man that killed his father.  The man goes into an
experimental medical facility.  To follow him, the boy volunteers for an
experiment.  They are looking for mental powers and the boy has them.

Terri

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 05:48:04 GMT
From: csusac!potter@unify.unify.com (david potter)
Subject: Re: Author query

jkg@sequoia.execu.com (John K. Gibbons) writes:
>I am looking for the name of the author of a short story titled "Why
>Johnny Can't Speed".  If the title doesn't ring a bell, the story involves
>a man who wants to avenge his son, who was killed in a "commuter
>incident", i.e., a form of quasi-legal highway dueling.  The story
>definitely predates Road Warrior, Car Wars, etc.

The story you're looking for is "WHY JOHNNY CAN'T SPEED," by Allan Dean
Foster.  I remember it as having been in GALAXY magazine in the early
seventies, but don't remember year or month.  I'm sure it's in one of his
short story collections.

Note that Harlan Ellison did it first, and better ("ALONG THE SCENIC
ROUTE," 1969) but, Foster's version is definitely readable and is one of
his better short pieces.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 09:01:06 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: Author query

>>I am looking for the name of the author of a short story titled "Why
>>Johnny Can't Speed".  If the title doesn't ring a bell, the story
>>involves a man
>
>The story you're looking for is "WHY JOHNNY CAN'T SPEED," by Allan Dean
>Foster.  I remember it as having been in GALAXY magazine in the early
>seventies, but don't remember year or month.  I'm sure it's in one of his
>short story collections.

It's in _With Friends Like These..._, a collection of his short stories.
There's some good stuff in here, and some real dreck. I liked his Lovecraft
impression, myself, and the one about the guy who sells emotions. Actually,
I'll have to dig this one out again.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 14:31:51 GMT
From: rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu (Rolf Wilson)
Subject: Re: Author query

potter@csusac (David Potter) writes:
>The story you're looking for is "WHY JOHNNY CAN'T SPEED," by Allan Dean
>Foster.  I remember it as having been in GALAXY magazine in the early
>seventies, but don't remember year or month.  I'm sure it's in one of his
>short story collections.
>
>Note that Harlan Ellison did it first, and better ("ALONG THE SCENIC
>ROUTE," 1969) ...but Foster's version is definitely readable and is one of
>his better short pieces.

  The Ellison story is also known as "Dogfight on Route 101". I always
thought that the Foster story would have made a good small drama for TV.

Rolf Wilson
Illinois State Geological Survey
rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 14:40:54 GMT
From: LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien)
Subject: titles?

Here we go again. I give the plot (?), you give the title (long forgotten
by me).

This is not really a plot, just a few elements out of the
story:

It's about tele-transporter-cabins and long life. This character comes by a
(deserted?) place where he finds two cabins side by side. He enters in one
of them en re-appears in the other, leaving behind a sort of dust in the
first cabin. This later turns out to be the way to live longer: when
transporting from one cabin to the other, all the old cells and all the
body waste is left behind. Instant clean-up. Very handy.

That's all for now. I planned to ask an other one, but, indeed,
I forgot the plot.

Peter Arien       
Academic Computing Center           
K.U.Leuven - Belgium            
LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be
LAAAA43@blekul11          

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 09:30:17 GMT
From: csh@ulysses.att.com (Charles Harris[jar])
Subject: Name this story: in a bowl

A query from a friend:

   Can anyone identify the short story about two adversaries
who meet in a bowl-shaped arena, with sides so slippery that
they can escape only by cooperating?
   It's not Fredric Brown's "Arena," nor the Star Trek show
based on it.
    The only guesses so far are that it's Varley or early
Asimov.  If you can identify it, pointers to where to find
it would also be appreciated.

Charlie Harris
csh@ulysses.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 23:20:18 GMT
From: szabo@crg5.uucp (Nick Szabo)
Subject: Recommendations of Technical SF

I enjoyed _David's Sling_, _Neuromancer_, and _The Moon is a Harsh
Mistress_.  I am looking for more SF along similar lines.  Ideally, I would
like to read SF with the following characteristics:

  Loaded with original ideas for new technology and social patterns: more
  than one per page would be ideal.

  No aliens, conscious computers, or supernatural events.

  Author uses good knowledge of human history and human nature to construct
  future societies.

My favorite topics include:

 Electronic communications (email/news/virtual reality)
 IQ enhancing drugs
 Genetic engineering 
 The corporation of the future

Any recommendations?  Thanks a bunch,

Nick Szabo
szabo@sequent.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 16:30:51 GMT
From: dragon@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Sam Conway)
Subject: A critter from A. E. van Vogt (or however the heck it's spelled)

I've got a nifty little book from Japan that discusses the various slithery
creepy monsters that have shown up in both films and literature over the
years.  One critter that I happened to like has a caption that reads "A. E.
van Vogt's 'Iira'" (that, at least, is how the Japanese spell the beast's
name).  It appears to be a large dinosaurish thing.  Would anyone happen to
know the name of the story that this comes from?  I couldn't seem to find
any mention of it in the caption.

Sam Conway
dragon@eleazar.dartmouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 01:38:06 GMT
From: doughe@bamboo.wv.tek.com (Douglas E Helbling)
Subject: Title/author query (Simak?)

I'm looking for a title/author in which the story occurs on some remote,
fog-laden planet that is basically a sort of resort for people who really
want to get away from it all.  In the story there was some reference to a
species of fish that float in the air (hollow fish-looking critters with
hydrogen skin-bags of some kind) that have been wiped out by tourist
hunting.

Any clues?

Doug Helbling
doughe@bamboo.cax.tek.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 15 Jan 91 18:59:21 GMT
From: tonys@sco.com (Tony Sheppard)
Subject: Great Sky River

 I haven't read a "hard" sci-fi book in years, but on the recommendation of
some of the postings here, I decided to pick up a copy of Gregory Benford's
Great Sky River. It was a thoroughly enjoyable read.  Interesting, complex
plot and fascinating depiction of advanced machine civilization's war on
the last remnants of humans on a remote world in a distant time, and how
some of those humans learn to communicate with the machines. It has all the
detail and internal consistency, as well as the integrity, of Frank
Herbert's Dune, and all the human qualities inherent in the storytelling
skill of Theodore Sturgeon, but Benford's style is uniquely his own.
Damnned fine writer. Can't think of anyone right now equal to his stature
or skill, though my knowledge of some of the newer writers is a bit skimpy.
I'd be very interested to see what Benford does with non-sci-fi literature
as well, if he hasn't written any already.  

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 13:44:27 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeniaustin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Great Sky River

I would like to know what folks think of the whole series of Benford's
books that started with "In the Ocean of Night" and go up to "Tides of
Light" I have read all of them and IMHO the last two are the best.

Has anyone heard when the next novel is coming out?

Marc Wiz
(512)823-4780
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!gorby.austin.ibm.com!marc
marc@gorby.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 00:54:11 GMT
From: amiganet!tressieb@obdient.chi.il.us (Tressie Ball)
Subject: Re: Re: Looking for a bibliography of works by John M. Ford

I have also read The Final Reflection, and found it, as you stated, a truly
new angle on the same old stuff.  I'm quite a Trek novel fan myself and
have, thus far, collected some 55 Trek novels.  I've read some of the New
Generation novels but prefer to stay to the earlier characters.  There are
many I could recommend (if asked).  It's refreshing to see that there are
still folks around who will read a Trek book without prejudging and
thinking it's merely Kirk's glands in an uproar again.  ;)

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 17:03:27 GMT
From: ponzi@irst.it (Marco Ponzi)
Subject: Neuromancer

Carol Getchtberg asks why many people consider Neromancer a "must read".  I
consider it an important book because:

1) It is extremely well written. It can be a very tough reading for people
   who mainly read SF and mainstream, but the difficulty just stems from a
   kind of stylistic virtuosism which is very powerful for representing the
   hallucinatory mood of a story in wich most of the action is "virtual",
   i.e. takes place inside the head of the main character.

2) The future described by Gibson has the highly desirable characteristic
   of being neither better nor worse than the world we live in. It is just
   different.

3) I don't think of Neuromancer as a technophobe's nightmare, it is more
   the point of view of a man who seems to consider technology a secondary
   factor in our emotional life (with little value in itself).

4) Gibson's characters lack the disappointing monodimensionality of so many
   characters of much American literature (and movies). It is typically
   hard to classify them as "good" or "bad".

5) The spirit of the book seems to me very close to that of Dick's novels
   (which I consider the best SF ever written).

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 18:12:47 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>>A lot of things change if the Sprawl is in Japan, to my way of thinking.
>
>No no no.  Read the sentence you're reacting to as 
>
>". . . (1) the area in Japan where the book opens, (2) the Sprawl, and (3)
>the family space station were the Tessier-Ashpools (if I remember their
>name correctly) lived."

The Japan area of the book is Chiba City (only a part of the Japan
metroplex)

The Sprawl is also called the BAMA Sprawl (I think) and is located along
the Atlantic seaboard stretching from Boston down to Atlanta - it is one of
the American metroplexes.

The TA Space Station is the station containing the Villa Straylight (I
think).

Now having got THAT all straight - does anyone know the names of:
   the metroplex on the west coast of North America
   the metroplex across Europe that is included in Count Zero
   the station where the rastas-in-space hang

(all the above is from a potentially faulty memory, the above three places
are my observed gaps.)

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 18:40:13 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: Elric/FORTRESS OF THE PEARL (NOTE: Minor Spoilers)

Janet Canning writes:
> I find that the plot runs smoother than some earlier epics of Elric,

   What you have to remember is that the original six novels (ELRIC OF
MELNIBONE through STORMBRINGER) are essentially chronological compilations
of short stories, novelettes, novellas, etc., that were edited and
re-edited together by Moorcock. FORTRESS OF THE PEARL was written as a
completely self-contained novel, and this shows quite prominently in both
the form and continuity of the novel.

> he is also a kindler, more gentler Elric. This having to do with the fact
> that Cymoril is not dead yet?

   Probably, but he only starts running into major periods of
disillusionment during the last part of SAILOR ON THE SEAS OF FATE (which
happens _after_ FORTRESS OF THE PEARL). Admittedly, his life is completely
screwed up by the events of THE WEIRD OF THE WHITE WOLF (Cymoril's death,
the destruction of Melnibone, the death of Smiorgan Baldhead and the rest
of the Young Kingdoms reavers, etc.) but, things _start_ going wrong during
the last part of SAILOR.

> My feelings were he thought he was dead, or we were lead to believe he
> was dead. And he is coming back in later stories. Is this so?

Nope. The ending in STORMBRINGER, like the equally tragic deaths both Corum
and Dorian Hawkmoon (I _think_ he got killed; I've read the Elric and Corum
books but not the Hawkmoons) ended up with, is intended to be _the_ end to
that particular Eternal Champion's manifestation. I prefer it that way; at
least Moorcock can't turn into a raving sequel-lunatic like Piers Anthony
if he decides to make things as self-contained as possible (with the
possible exception of books written about characters _before_ they died).

> The Dreamthief seems to have more intelligence than most of the femme
> fatales that Elric always gets wrapped up with. I appreciate this.

It isn't that earlier characters like Cymoril and Myshella and Zarozinia
were unintelligent but, they weren't all that effective compared to Elric
or his enemies like Yrkoon, Theleb K'aarna or Jagreen Lern, either.
Admittedly, Zarozinia had no magical abilities to speak of but, it seems to
me that both Cymoril and Myshella weren't exactly all that powerful in that
realm either.

Concerning Shaarilla and Yishana: Shaarilla is just along for the ride in
WEIRD OF THE WHITE WOLF, and she seems to be there merely for the sake of
keeping Elric from going completely nuts. On the other hand, Yishana is
quite happy using Elric as a sexual plaything and is quite ready to be rid
of him when she sees him in a weakened state after Theleb K'aarna nearly
got on her good side again. The difference with Oone is this: Oone manages
to be both sympathetic _and_ quite formidable concerning her abilities, and
she even takes the lead in the dream realm portion of the book when it's
obvious that Elric's psychological problems and comparative lack of
experience are limiting his effectiveness. It's nice that Moorcock wrote
such a strong female character into the plot this time around.

Chris Krolczyk

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 19:29:52 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Elric/FORTRESS OF THE PEARL (NOTE: Minor Spoilers)

U19807@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
>Nope. The ending in STORMBRINGER,like the equally tragic deaths both Corum
>and Dorian Hawkmoon (I _think_ he got killed; I've read the Elric and
>Corum books but not the Hawkmoons) ended up with, is intended to be _the_
>end to that particular Eternal Champion's manifestation. I prefer it that
>way; at least Moorcock can't turn into a raving sequel-lunatic like Piers
>Anthony if he decides to make things as self-contained as possible (with
>the possible exception of books written about characters _before_ they
>died).

If memory serves, Corum didn't actually die, or, at least, was brought back
to life.  In the Sailor on the Sea of Fates, Corum said something to the
affect of, after his "death", he had been picked up by a fiery chariot, and
brought to the ship.  Someone look it up; it should be when Corum
introduces himself.  On the sequel issue: isn't every book in the Eternal
Champion series really a sequel?  That makes almost 50 books, much worse
than Piers' 12(?) book Xanth series.

Shannon Appel

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 02:50:17 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: Elric/FORTRESS OF THE PEARL (NOTE: Minor Spoilers)

appel@ocf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel) writes:
>If memory serves, Corum didn't actually die, or, at least, was brought
>back to life.  In the Sailor on the Sea of Fates, Corum said something to
>the affect of, after his "death", he had been picked up by a fiery
>chariot, and brought to the ship.  Someone look it up; it should be when
>Corum introduces himself.

My copy is 200 miles away, but I recall something similar.  The thing, is,
though, that incarnations of the Champion Eternal don't necessarily die
permenantly, it seems.  For example, in ``The Chronicles of Corum'' from
the perspective of the people who summon him, he has come back to life,
just as Erekosse did in ``The Eternal Champion''.

By the way, Hawkmoon doesn't get killed in the line of duty, that I recall.
In ``The Quest for Tanelorn'' he gets his family back, destroys the sword,
the staff, the jewel and the balance, and is left with Wiskers the cat upon
the completion of that conjunction of the million spheres.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 06:09:33 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: The Eternal Champion

schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>My copy is 200 miles away, but I recall something similar.  The thing, is,
>though, that incarnations of the Champion Eternal don't necessarily die
>permenantly, it seems.  For example, in ``The Chronicles of Corum'' from
>the perspective of the people who summon him, he has come back to life,
>just as Erekosse did in ``The Eternal Champion''.

Um, yah but, here Corum actually remembers his past life; it all seems like
one solid strip of time to him.  Contrast this with a lot of the other
eternal champions who apparantly lived multiple times, but do not really
remember them as one continuing story.  There have been at least 2 Erekoses
(The one we see in The Eternal Champion, and the one that is described in
the Sailor on the Sea of Fates.  There is he black(?) and Corum says
something like "Don't you remember when we were at the Tower (in Elric's
future) and Erekose was there too, but not this Erekose, another one").
There have been at least two Corums too (a Corum and A Corom(?)).  Kind of
interesting to look at is the list of people attending a certain party, in
one of the first couple Jerry Cornelius books (I believe it is in the first
volume of the American compilations).  Everyone in this party listing is an
Eternal Champion, an Eternal Companion or a Lover to the Eternal Champion.

Anyone able to tell me anything about the "Nomads of the Time Stream" fan
club mentioned in Fortress of the Pearl?

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 08:24:48 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: The Eternal Champion

appel@ocf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel) writes:
>Um, yah but, here Corum actually remembers his past life; it all seems
>like one solid strip of time to him.

What about the Corum in the mound, whose brains are used to kill the
protagonist?  The first Corum remembers his life in a solid sequence until
he is killed, so the one in the mound must have been a separate
incarnation.  Corum later appears on the Ship, I think, which makes three
at least.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 07:23:15 GMT
From: joern@ifi.uio.no (J|rn Hagerup)
Subject: RE: Elric/FORTRESS OF THE PEARL (NOTE: Minor Spoilers)

Chris Krolczyk writes:
> ...like the equally tragic deaths both Corum and Dorian Hawkmoon (I
> _think_ he got killed; I've read the Elric and Corum books but, not the
> Hawkmoons) ...

Nope, Hawkmoon survived, the only one of the four incarnations to do so.
The story's in _The Quest for Tanelorn_, the last Hawkmoon book and the
"wrap-up book" of the whole Eternal Champion saga.  Amongst other things,
it tells what happens to those who stay behind on the island after
defeating Agak and Gagak in _The Sailor on the Seas of Fate_ . But I'm
raving.  :)

Joern Hagerup
Dept. of Informatics
University of Oslo, Norway
joern@ifi.uio.no 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 23:56:50 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Elric/FORTRESS OF THE PEARL (NOTE: Minor Spoilers)

U19807@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
>I prefer it that way; at least Moorcock can't turn into a raving
>sequel-lunatic like Piers Anthony if he decides to make things as
>self-contained as possible (with the possible exception of books written
>about characters _before_ they died).

Um, what about stories like "Elric At the End of Time"? He's not dead yet
(obviously) but you have no idea as to when in the main series the story
should go. And Moorcock could, I'm quite sure, churn out as many short
stories, novellas, whatever as he wanted to with Elric appearing
everywhere. How about a sequel to "The City in the Autumn Stars" with Elric
as guest star?

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 14:29:02 GMT
From: bg@ukc.ac.uk (G.S.Briggs)
Subject: Re: Elric/FORTRESS OF THE PEARL (NOTE: Minor Spoilers)

rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi) writes:
>Um, what about stories like "Elric At the End of Time"? He's not dead yet
>(obviously) but you have no idea as to when in the main series the story
>should go. And Moorcock could, I'm quite sure, churn out as many short
>stories, novellas, whatever as he wanted to with Elric appearing
>everywhere. How about a sequel to "The City in the Autumn Stars" with
>Elric as guest star?  

As far as I can remember, Elric at the end of Time is supposed to occur
sometime before sailing on the ship of fate, while he was wandering the
seas as a pirate.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 20:21:17 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: The Eternal Champion

appel@ocf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel) writes:
>Um, yah but, here Corum actually remembers his past life; it all seems
>like one solid strip of time to him.  Contrast this with a lot of the
>other eternal champions who apparantly lived multiple times, but

Remember, there's only one "Eternal Champion".  Sometimes he remembers,
sometimes not.  Generally, when he remembers, he thinks of himself as
Erekose, whose crime started the whole cycle.

>do not really remember them as one continuing story.  There have been at
>least 2 Erekoses (The one we see in The Eternal Champion, and the one that
>is described in the Sailor on the Sea of Fates. There is he black(?) and
>Corum says something like "Don't you remember when

He seems to have been black in "The Eternal Champion" as well, if I recall
correctly.  (All of my Moorcock books are in L.A., I'm in San Jose).  For
what it's worth (the accuracy of British paperback illustrations being what
it is) he's shown as black on my Mayflower import copy.

>we were at the Tower (in Elric's future) and Erekose was there too, but
>not this Erekose, another one").  There have been at least two Corums too
>(a Corum and A Corom(?)).  Kind of interesting to look at is the list of
>people attending a certain party, in one of the first couple Jerry
>Cornelius books (I believe it is in the first volume of the American
>compilations).  Everyone in this party listing is an Eternal Champion, an
>Eternal Companion or a Lover to the Eternal Champion.

I THINK this is the party in "The English Assassin", but it's been several
years since I read it.  If it's the party I'm thinking of, there were also
members of the rock group "Hawkwind" in attendance.  Though they've also
had an adventure with Elric, in "Queens of Deliria" by Michael Butterworth.

Does anyone know whether the third book of the "Hawkwind" trilogy was ever
released?  I've had "Time of the Hawklords" and "Queens of Deliria" for
about a decade.  A third book was scheduled according to the second book.
Nothing ever appeared in "Books in Print", but then again British
publications often don't and "Queens" was never released in the U.S.
either.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 15 Jan 91 20:55:22 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Re: Niven's "Fallen Angels"

James Love asked about Niven's upcoming book "Fallen Angels".  It's by
Niven, Pournelle, and ??? [sorry, it's at home and I've forgotten who the
3rd author is] and is due out in July from Baen.

***SPOILER WARNING***

I have the uncorrected page proofs for the first section of the novel.  It
is set in the future when the Earth-firsters have gotten the upper hand and
pretty much outlawed advanced technology on Earth. There are a couple of
space stations still around, with a core of humanity still keeping the
technological spark alive.  All this takes place as the Earth enters
another ice age, and the glaciers are somewhere down in the upper United
States (and equivalent distances south in the other continents) and still
moving south.

There is an underground remnant of science-fiction lovers still on Earth,
still holding clandestine Worldcons, and some of them get the word when an
orbital-colony space vehicle crashes "on the ice" and a small party goes
out to rescue them.

The above is not too much of a spoiler warning, since you get most of it in
the first few pages, and the revelation that the rescue party is SF fans
comes not too far after.  As currently written, it appears to be intended
*only* for fans, and is not "slick" enough for the non-fan reading public.
Maybe the editors will smooth it out though, or require the authors
to. One hopes so.

Cheers,
Rich

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 14:35:46 GMT
From: jjverkui@cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil)
Subject: James White (Sector General) query

I have a question concerning the Sector General series written by James
White. It is one of my favourite series, so I own the complete series of
novels and short story collections. However, I know that there is a short
story collection that contains only one Sector General story. The title (of
the collection) is something like "Tomorrow's Past" or "Future's Past". I
want to know the title of the Sector General story that is included in this
collection.

Also I'd like to know if that story is identical to the one I read some
years ago. The story was part of an anthology (it was translated in Dutch),
and it was the first Sector General story I ever read. It was about an
alien with diabetes. The alien had a skin that was so thick and hard that
it was impossible to use injection needles in order to inject the patient
with insulin, so an operation was needed instead.

I do not remember the title of the story nor the title of the anthology (I
could never find it again). Is there anyone who can help me?

Also: are there any other stories that are not included in the regular
series ? (the latest novel in the series was _Code Blue - Emergency_)

Please E-mail any information you might have. Thanks in advance,

Hans Verkuil
Toendra 115
2904 TK  Capelle a/d IJssel
The Netherlands
Utrecht University
jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl
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Date: 11 Jan 91 03:55:55 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: titles?

LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien) writes:
>Here we go again. I give the plot (?), you give the title
>
>It's about tele-transporter-cabins and long life. This character comes by
>a (deserted?) place where he finds two cabins side by side. He enters in
>one of them en re-appears in the other, leaving behind a sort of dust in
>the first cabin.

   This occurs in the initial chase scene in _A World Out of Time_ by Larry
Niven.  IMHO, it's not Niven's best (the characters are basically too far
from human, not very easy to identify with).

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 17:31:00 GMT
From: CBJULAND@vax1.umkc.edu ("Me, Myself, & I")
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #13
To: [charles@caen.engin.umich.edu] Charles Cohen

I have read a few of the Star Trek:TNG books and I found these to be the
best: 

 #3 The Children of Hamlin
 #4 Survivors -This book deals alot with Tasha Yars childhood and
       upbringing in New Paris.  This is an excellent profile of Tasha.
 #7 Power Hungry
 #8 The Captain's Honor
 # 13 The Eyes of the Beholder - Data has a few shining moments, and even
       gets reprogrammed in this one.  It has to do with an alien artifact
       that is capturing ships in that sector of the galaxy.  It has been
       doing this for a few thousand years, I believe.

 I can give you story plots for the others, I just don't have the books
handy and I hate to give mis-information on books.  So just ask if you need
any more help.

Chris Bjuland
cbjuland@umkcvax1
cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 19:44:57 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Name this story: in a bowl

csh@ulysses.att.com (Charles Harris):
>   Can anyone identify the short story about two adversaries who meet in a
>bowl-shaped arena, with sides so slippery that they can escape only by
>cooperating?

"The Men and the Mirror", by Ross Rocklynne.  It was published in the
thirties, one of a series of 'physics problem' stories (another deals with
the problems of getting around in a hollow planet, for example) which were
reprinted as a paperback anothology under that title.  I think the title
story also appeared in Asimov's anthology "Before the Golden Age".

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 21:17:51 GMT
From: SELIGMAN@fnala.fnal.gov (Merry met. Yclept Bill Seligman. Huzzah!)
Subject: Request Reply

csh@ulysses.att.com (Charles Harris) writes:
>A query from a friend:
>
>   Can anyone identify the short story about two adversaries who meet in a
>bowl-shaped arena, with sides so slippery that they can escape only by
>cooperating?
>
>   It's not Fredric Brown's "Arena," nor the Star Trek show based on it.
>
>    The only guesses so far are that it's Varley or early Asimov.  If you
>can identify it, pointers to where to find it would also be appreciated.

The story is Ross Rocklyne's "The Men and the Mirror". It can be found in
his anthology entitled, appropriately enough, THE MEN AND THE MIRROR.  The
story is part of a series in which a cop chases a criminal through the
solar system; in each story, they are both caught in a trap that requires
intelligence to solve.  In all but the last story, the criminal is the
smarter and so escapes the trap before the cop does.  In the last, the cop
solves the problem first, and thus catches the criminal (unfotunately, the
problem is a bogus one, since it involves escaping from the exact center of
a hollow planet Mercury).

Bill Seligman

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 10:42:48 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Non-English SF

  I have been pondering, on and off for years, why it is that, with just a
few exceptions, only English-language SF is any good. Sure, you have Lem,
the Strugatsky brothers and maybe Pierre Boulle (although I still think the
film Planet of the Apes was better than the book); but these are one or two
per non-English country and therefore exceptions. Never have I read, for
example, German SF that was not stilted or just plain cheap. Danish? Never
even heard of such a thing, although there is a vast body of "straight"
Danish literature.
  How about it, all you non-English SF-L subscribers? Do you have any idea
why USA, Britain and Australia have lots of good SF authors, and there are
next to none elsewhere? I do have a sort of correlation, although it
explains very little. Having grown up in Australia, my brand of humour is
Australian/British, quite similar to that in the USA. When I worked in
Germany, I found that German humour is very different (yes, they do have a
sense of humour) and they didn't think mine was funny, just stupid.
However, I met a Czech there, who was on my wavelength. Now a lot of those
few exceptional non-English authors are Slavic (Czech, Polish, Russian), so
there may be a connection. Could it have to do with how seriously people
take themselves? Just a thought; I look forward to some input from others.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 22:12:41 GMT
From: toriver@lise.unit.no (Tor Iver Wilhelmsen)
Subject: Re: Non-English SF

In Norway, we have few, but those we have are usually good. A problem may
be that none of them are published abroad, except in Sweden and Denmark, to
which countries we own a certain cultural heritage.

1) {\O}yvind Myhre - ex-communist, now libertarian, has written some very
good stuff about people opposing authority and such. Recommended, if you
know Norwegian.

2) Ingar Knudsen (Jr.), most of his books are children/adolescent SF, but
he has lately published a series of novels (well-researched) about amazons
(the European kind).

3) Tor {\Aa}ge Bringsv{\ae}rd, his '70s production is weird, to say the
least, but his "Gobi"-series on Ghengis Khan and stuff, has been very well
received in SF and non-SF circles alike around here.

4) Bente Lohne, has written a series of fantasy novels obviously inspired
by C.S. Lewis, with a Xian angle. Quite good, even if you're not a Xian
(like me).

Well, those are some. That answer part of your question??

toriver@{lise,solan,siri}.unit.no
pumpkin@norunit.{sintef.no, bitnet}

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 14:07:27 GMT
From: k113651@lehtori.tut.fi (Karhu Jouni)
Subject: Re: Non-English SF

   Considering how few Finnish books get translated to English in the first
place I don't wonder if you haven't seen any Finnish SF books at all.  (In
English, of course.) The only at least remotely SF book I think has been
translated is Mika Waltari's "Sinuhe the Egyptian" or something like that
(the translation of the name is mine).
  This still doesn't mean that we didn't have many good SF writers here in
Finland, no sir!

k113651@cc.tut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 15:58:47 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: Non-English SF

BRITZ@KEMI.AAU.DK (Dieter Britz) writes:
>  I have been pondering, on and off for years, why it is that, with just a
>few exceptions, only English-language SF is any good. Sure, you have Lem,
>the Strugatsky brothers and maybe Pierre Boulle (although I still think
>the film Planet of the Apes was better than the book); but these are one
>or two per non-English country and therefore exceptions. Never have I
>read, for example, German SF that was not stilted or just plain cheap.

Well, Herbert Franke has written some books that IMHO compare favourably
with most American SF (viz. 'Transpluto' and 'Orchideenkaefig' (='The
Orchid Cage')), and he's German.

>Danish? Never even heard of such a thing, although there is a vast body of
>"straight" Danish literature.

Neither have I, but you have to remember that Danish is a small language
with only about 5 million speakers.

There are one or two reasonably good Swedish SF authors, notably Sam J.
Lundwall, and quite a few bad ones. Also, some famous mainstream Swedish
authors have written SF - Karin Boye wrote the dystopic 'Kallocain' in the
1940's and Nobel Laureate Harry Martinsson wrote, an space-age epic (I'm
not being metaphorical, it's entirely in verse, like 'Beowulf' or the
Iliad, and almost as long as the latter), which has also been made into an
opera.

>  How about it, all you non-English SF-L subscribers? Do you have any idea
>why USA, Britain and Australia have lots of good SF authors, and there are
>next to none elsewhere?

Well, I don't think the proportion of good SF authors is higher in the
English- speaking countries. It's just that, at least in Sweden, very few
authors seem interested in writing SF, and very few publishers seem
interested in publishing SF (just a few quality titles a year are
published). This isn't because SF isn't popular in Sweden, but it seems no
critics or publishers except a handful are able to take SF at all
seriously. (This is of course true to some extent in the USA and Britain,
too, but at least the publishers there seem to realize that there's money
to make on quality SF).

>Could it have to do with how seriously people take themselves?

I don't really think so but, perhaps you have a point - for a grown-up to
admit he/she is interested in SF means an appreciable risk of losing face.

Anyway, I agree there may be a cultural factor: Look at the total supremacy
of British authors when it comes to certain types of mystery stories -
there are lots of good Swedish, German, etc., procedurals but, apart from a
few Americans, no one outside Britain seems to be able to write a good
whodunit.

k113651@cc.tut.fi (Karhu Jouni) writes:
>The only at least remotely SF book I think has been translated is Mika
>Waltari's "Sinuhe the Egyptian" or something like that (the translation of
>the name is mine).

Well, you seem to have a very wide definition of SF! :-|
'Sinuhe' is a very good historical novel, but I can't really see how anyone
could call it SF. Despite the setting in ancient Egypt, there isn't even
any fantasy motives, unlike e.g. Norman Mailer's 'Distant Nights' (or
whtaever the English title is, I've only read it in Swedish).

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 05:59:13 GMT
From: hvaisane@ujocs.joensuu.fi (IRC Addict)
Subject: Re: Non-English SF

magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>k113651@cc.tut.fi (Karhu Jouni) writes:
>>The only at least remotely SF book I think has been translated is Mika
>>Waltari's "Sinuhe the Egyptian" or something like that (the translation
>>of the name is mine).
>
>Well, you seem to have a very wide definition of SF! :-|
>'Sinuhe' is a very good historical novel, but I can't really see how
>anyone could call it SF... Despite the setting in ancient Egypt, there
>isn't even any fantasy motives,

What about The Etruscan by Waltari? The protagonist can raise storms at
will. Then there are Waltari's The Roman and The Secret of the Kingdom, set
at the beginning of the Christian era (the protagonist meets Christ face to
face). Reincarnation motif can be found in The Dark Angel, also by Waltari.

A short story 'Biological Truth' by Veikko Rekunen has appeared in Terra SF
II.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 16:44:01 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>I enjoyed _David's Sling_, _Neuromancer_, and _The Moon is a Harsh
>Mistress_.  I am looking for more SF along similar lines.
 [more detailed description ommited for brevity]

Charles Sheffield:
   Sight of Proteus
   Proteus Unbound
   Hidden Variables (short story collection)
   The McAndrew Chronicles (" " ")
Sheffield has two books of a new series out (one in paperback, one in
hardcover) but I haven't got around to that yet.

Bruce Sterling:
   Schismatrix
   Islands in the Net
   Crystal Express (story collection)
Islands is near-future (~2020), Schismatrix and the stories in CE
are more long term.

Crawford Killian:
   Gryphon
oops, sorry, this one has aliens ;-). But the tech is pretty spiffy.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 17:39:50 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>I enjoyed _David's Sling_, _Neuromancer_, and _The Moon is a Harsh
>Mistress_.  I am looking for more SF along similar lines.  Ideally, I
>would like to read SF with the following characteristics:
>
>* Loaded with original ideas for new technology and social patterns: 
>  more than one per page would be ideal.
>* No aliens, conscious computers, or supernatural events.
>* Author uses good knowledge of human history and human nature to 
>  construct future societies.

Try _Inherit the Stars_ by James P. Hogan.
It's a pretty good book, a scientific detective mystery really.  Some
people from a Moon colony (or something like that) find the body of a human
being in a space suit who died 50,000 years ago.  The book concerns itself
with trying to explain how he got there etc.  Try it and tell me what you
think.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 01:27:37 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

Sounds to me like you want to go out and read

   _Schismatrix_, by Bruce Sterling
   _The Peace War_, and _Marooned in Realtime_, by Vernor Vinge
   _The Shockwave Rider_, by John Brunner

Further recommendations on request.  BTW, _Neuromancer_ and _The Moon is a
Harsh Mistress_ both included conscious computers.

> My favorite topics include:
>  ...
> * IQ enhancing drugs

Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
counterexamples?

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 22 Jan 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 18

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Brin (3 msgs) & Brust (4 msgs) & Bujold &
                     Card & Cherryh (3 msgs) & DeCamp (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 18:54:56 GMT
From: steve@vm.utdallas.edu (Steve Hodo)
Subject: request for titles

I would like to start reading Brins uplift series.  Would you post a list
of the books involved and the order in which they should be read.

Thanks,
Steve

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 23:34:53 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re: request for titles

steve@VM.UTDALLAS.EDU (Steve Hodo) writes:
>I would like to start reading Brins uplift series.  Would you post a list
>of the books involved and the order in which they should be read.

Well, let's see... first is Sun Diver.  It was not a great book, but okay.
If you don't like it, by all means don't give up, just go on to Startide
Rising.  This is one of my five all time favorite books.  The last one in
>the series (so far) is the Uplift War.  It was pretty
good, and worth reading.  Hope you enjoy them.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 21:45:14 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: request for titles

steve@VM.UTDALLAS.EDU (Steve Hodo) writes:
> I would like to start reading Brins uplift series.  Would you post a list
> of the books involved and the order in which they should be read.

First read _Startide Rising_, then _The Uplift War_.  Then, if you feel
like it, take a look at _Sundiver_.  It's not as good, takes place quite a
bit earlier, and doesn't tell you anything you need to know.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 01:04:13 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Phoenix by Steven Brust

I have finally received my copy of Phoenix (thanks to David Dyer-Bennett,
if you can hear me now) and thought I would post a few remarks about it.  I
think the Taltos stories are holding up well, unlike some series where each
book is not quite as good as the previous one.  And now for a brief review
of the story which doesn't really get specific enough to claim spoiler
warnings for it. :-)

What happens when a sorcerer/witch/assassin calls on his goddess and she
answers?  Especially when the goddess wants to hire him for one of his
professions?  Vlad is wanted by a government for taking out their king, by
the Organisation for having a wife involved in rebellion, and by his
empress.

Some of the things that I like about Vlad stories.  There are always hints
about his past that are never fully explained ('The time that Morrolan and
I held an army off Dzur-Mountain' type of throw-away remarks.)  The fact
that you don't know the motives of the people around Vlad (much like the
read world).  I would love to know the story behind why Krager is in the
Jhereg.  And why did Kiera take an interest in an Eastern from his youth?

At any rate, another good book and well worth reading.  Comments anyone?

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 91 06:58:30 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>Some of the things that I like about Vlad stories.  There are always hints
>about his past that are never fully explained ('The time that Morrolan and
>I held an army off Dzur-Mountain' type of throw-away remarks.)

What makes these so great is that it gives Brust something to write about
in the next book. What makes a lot of series go downhill is the fact that
they have a beginning, middle, and an end and authors try to get around the
ending to sell a few more books. Echh. Brust, the clever fellow that he is,
won't have that problem, because it doesn't look like he's going to write
himself into a corner like that. Anytime he needs a new plot, he can find
one in a past book, make up a motif for it (I loved the laundry list!), and
shoot. Of course, he still has to be careful to not go too far, when the
series dies, it should die _before_ it goes to hell, not after.

>At any rate, another good book and well worth reading.  Comments anyone?

A good read. I liked the drummer (can't remember his name). Having a hippie
in the book really made my day!

I don't know if Mr. Brust still reads this board, if so, hi, good work,
write more!

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 00:35:29 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

jkiparsk@csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
>zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>>Some of the things that I like about Vlad stories.  There are always
>>hints about his past that are never fully explained ('The time that
>>Morrolan and I held an army off Dzur-Mountain' type of throw-away
>>remarks.)
>
>What makes these so great is that it gives Brust something to write about
>in the next book. What makes a lot of series go downhill is the fact that
>they have a beginning, middle, and an end- and authors try to get around
>the ending to sell a few more books. Echh. Brust, the clever fellow that
>he is, won't have

I don't quite agree with that idea.  The Vlad Taltos books aren't really a
series.  Each book can stand on its own.  They may read best in
chronological order, but it isn't necessary.  A real series (IMHO) is one
where the conflict is building up and you must read each book in the
correct order to know what is going on.  And some authors will go downhill,
mainly because they don't know when their basic idea has gone stale.  Piers
Anthony would probably have to die before the Xanth books finally stop.

>corner like that. Anytime he needs a new plot, he can find one in a past
>book, make up a motif for it (I loved the laundry list!), and shoot. Of
>course, he

The laundry list was a good idea, but I was almost annoyed by it.  "Wait,
where did the cut in the cravat happen?" :-) :-) It made me work too hard.
(small chorus of ohh, poor baaaaaby happens.) :-)

>>At any rate, another good book and well worth reading.  Comments anyone?
>
>A good read. I liked the drummer (can't remember his name). Having a
>hippie in the book really made my day!

Aibynn was the drummer.  An amazingly vague sort of a guy. :-)

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 22:55:49 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>I don't quite agree with that idea.  The Vlad Taltos books aren't really a
>series.  Each book can stand on its own.  They may read best in
>chronological order, but it isn't necessary.  A real series (IMHO) is one
>where the conflict is building up and you must read each book in the
>correct order to know what is going on.  And some authors will go
>downhill, mainly because they don't know when their basic idea has gone
>stale.  Piers Anthony would probably have to die before the Xanth books
>finally stop.

Well, I feel your definition fits the Vlad Taltos books.  There are plot
threads that continue and build across the novels.  One example is the
situation with Cawti, which grows more serious with every new novel.
Eventually that will have to be resolved.  Another example is Vlad's
eventual confrontation with the larger forces which have always existed:
Mario, The Jhereg, and possibly Sethra or the Empress.  It is my opinion
that the climax of the novel will involve many of these larger forces.

>Aibynn was the drummer.  An amazingly vague sort of a guy. :-)

I found Aibynn much too precious, inasmuch as Brust is part of a rock-and
roll band.  A hangover from "Cowboy Feng's", practically.  That's one
continuing problem with many of the books from The Scribblies (the writing
group to which Brust, Emma Bull, Will Shetterly and others belong): too
many cute "in" jokes.  IIf they weren't so blatant I wouldn't mind (or even
get) them, but the drummer kept showing up and yelling "Hi!  I'm an
in-joke!"  every third page.  BLEAH!

Bob Alberti
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 03:01:33 GMT
From: lsuc!canrem!donald_simmons@cs.toronto.edu (donald simmons)
Subject: Lois McMaster Bujold

   I am doing a presentation to my science fiction discussion group next
month on "The Warrior's Apprentice" by Lois McMaster Bujold (A great book
by a great writer IMHO) and I am looking for information about the author.
If anyone knows where I can find any interviews with her or discussions
about her books, please let me know. And while I'm here, any other Bujold
fans out there?

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 19:21:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Re: _Speaker for the Dead_

In regard to _Speaker for the Dead_:

wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) said:
>Yow!  Thank all the gods of hairy darkness - there _is_ somebody out there
>besides me who doesn't worship the ground that Orson Scott Card aimlessly
>wanders across!

Well, I don't particularly "worship" _anyone_, but Card is an outstanding
writer who can tell a good story with great insight into human behavior.
_Speaker_ didn't have the punch that _Ender's Game_ did.  This disappointed
me at first, but I realized _Speaker_ did not need such a hard-driving
tempo to succeed.

>> As near as I could ever tell, _Speaker For the Dead_ was a
>> slow, dull novel with three messages:
>> (1) People are generally stupid.
>> (2) Strong religious beliefs generally make them even more stupid.
>> (3) The Prime Directive sucks.
>Hmmm, I probably shouldn't have used the word "messages," since that
>implies that they were the ideas Card intended to get across. In fact, I
>agree with you, Card was _not_ trying to say any of those things, and he'd
>probably be very surprised that anyone could see them in his book.
>Nonetheless, that's the way the book read to me.

I didn't find this in the book at all.  _Ender's Game_ examined, among
other things, our fear of and desire to destroy things which are alien to
us.  _Speaker_ was able to examine this in detail.

The people of Lusitania DID do some stupid things.  Yet they were also
attempting to make some leaps of knowledge about the strange planet on
which they lived. They got it wrong at times.  The relationships between
the people themselves as well as the native creatures were extremely well
drawn.  There were some very poignant and tragic moments.  IMHO, these
characters were much too complex to look simply stupid.

>I got the feeling that the religious beliefs of the local humans, what was
>it, some offbranch of Portuguese Catholicism, wasn't doing anyone much
>good, but they clung to it anyway.  Again, I'm

I find that very believable.  These were mostly Earth-born immigrants to an
alien planet.  Colonists usually are *not* the acme of society and simply
have little to lose.  How enlightened were the American colonists in
*their* new environment?  Given the current rate of social development
especially in regard to religious thought, it's believable that these folks
would still cling to reactionary religious beliefs.  Actually, I enjoyed
seeing a group of people examined by a North American author who were not
white and middle-class.

>it a dull read. Hey, if I'm wont to read stories about people doing
>strange things because of their odd superstitions, I can pick up a
>non-fiction book about xxxxxx fundamentalists (fill in the flavor of your
>choice for "xxxxxx;" "Christian" and "Moslem" are two of my personal
>favorites).  I don't need to read sf for this.

Personally, I think it's a relevant subject for SF: how will we deal with
other species (or for the present, with different races, faiths, etc)?
This may not be your cup o the Washington area.  This year is
focusing on Grail traditions in pagan and Christian faiths.  This
convention has no SF component at all, other than the fact that a
significant fraction of the attendees also go to SF cons.

There has been another interesting development over the last two years or
so (roughly).  At the occult gatherings I mentioned above, there has been a
group of people, presumably initially fans of the Deryni series, who have
organized a "Michaeline" lay order.  (I think.  Pardon me if I have details
wrong here, I'm not involved personally).  My first thought was that this
was a fan group who had decided that that made a good name, like the
Darkover fen have Towers.  However, there are some very well read and
intelligent people involved who seem to take it quite seriously.

I have mixed reactions to this.  My first reaction was that this was
probably a set of overly enthusiastic fans, but it's been at least 2 years,
and the group seems to be still taking things quite seriously and still
growing.  (My roommate and I designed a "Saint Camber medal" button, based
on the description of St.Camber's seal, which we've sold an awful lot of to
these people.  Either they lose them at a fantastic rate, or there are a
lot of them out there).  Taking a philosophy out of a science fiction book
and adopting it as a religious attitude/belief seems sort of inherently
dubious, but on the other hand, it's certainly as valid as many of the
philosophies I see propounded in the New Age section.  I have little doubt
that there will be a lot of copies of Deryni Magic floating around at
Esotericon this weekend.

Kathryn L. Smith
MIT Lincoln Laboratories
Lexington, MA		    
UUCP: ...ll-xn!kathy
ARPANET: kathy@XN.LL.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 03:19:13 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Deryni Magic

r1kcd@VAX1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (Karen C Davis) writes:
>For the most part, the book is very well written, and fun for somebody who
>is familiar with Kurtz's Deryni books.  I was annoyed a couple of times
>with the pseudo-scholarly style ("and we see in such-and-such a book that
>this practice is uncommon and we can only guess at its origin" or things
>like "we can infer from someone's mention of this practice that it was not
>unheard of in Kelson's time").  It was annoying because she is writing
>about her own books, and writing as if she is an historian who must glean
>facts from obscure references.  Darn it, she wrote the books, doesn't she
>know the background details?

I'm sure someone will correct me if I'm wrong, but I believe that Kurtz was
trained as a(n) historian, which leads to the novels themselves sounding
vaguely like history books.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 04:35:35 GMT
From: markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Mark A. Lindsay)
Subject: Re: Deryni Magic

   I enjoyed most of the book thouroughly.  It is wonderful as a supplement
to the series.  The only thing I wish she had kept doing was leaving in the
drawings of the Ward Major Designs.  Her descriptions have always confused
me to the final configuration.

Mark A. Lindsay 
Engineering Computer Network
University of Oklahoma
markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 18:01:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #17

zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich) reports on Larry Niven's
upcoming _Fallen Angels_:

>I have the uncorrected page proofs for the first section of the novel.  It
>is set in the future when the Earth-firsters have gotten the upper hand
>and pretty much outlawed advanced technology on Earth.

Odd, most Earth Firsters don't want to outlaw advanced technologies, but
prohibit them from being use in ways which trash the environment.

>All this takes place as the Earth enters another ice age, and the glaciers
>are somewhere down in the upper United States (and equivalent distances
>south in the other continents) and still moving south.

Does Niven give a reason for the start of the glaciation?

>There is an underground remnant of science-fiction lovers still on Earth,
>still holding clandestine Worldcons, and some of them get the word when an
>orbital-colony space vehicle crashes "on the ice" and a small party goes
>out to rescue them.  As currently written, it appears to be intended
>*only* for fans, and is not "slick" enough for the non-fan reading public.
>Maybe the editors will smooth it out though, or require the authors to.
>One hopes so.

Gack! This seems to be the worse kind of wish-fullfilment drivel.

From first glance this book is bad all over, Niven is quite capable of
delivering first rate Hard SF; however this is rather reactionary stuff.

Bill Humphries
Department of Economics
UW-Madison
humphrie@vms.macc.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 06:07:03 GMT
From: frank@snowy.rice.edu (Franklin Tae-Sung Kang)
Subject: Zelazny-Amber

Is anyone out there a Roger Zelazny fan?  A friend of mine gave me the
first book in his Amber series, Nine Princes of Amber, and I have become
addicted.  Within a period of a week, I read that book, Knights of Shadows
and everything in between!  Is the next book out yet??

Please email responses, and if others are interested, I'll post.

Thanks in advance.

Frank Kang
frank@owlnet.rice.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
----------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 02:11:08 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!a710@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: L. Sprague DeCamp

Thanks to David Elliott for his news about Sprague DeCamp.  I had the honor
of meeting him and his lovely wife at Con-Version in Calgary a couple of
years ago. What gracious, witty people they are!  DeCamp in his 80s is
smarter in his sleep than the rest of us are wide awake.  Anyone who has
yet to discover him is in for a treat - and a lot of laughs.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 23-Jan   sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #19
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA23983; Wed, 23 Jan 91 07:55:46 EST
Date: Wed, 23 Jan 91 07:55:46 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Message-Id: <9101231255.AA23983@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #19
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 23 Jan 91 07:55:46 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #19
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 22 Jan 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 19

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Cadigan (2 msgs) & Chalker & Hambly &
                       Heinlein & Kerr & Kurtz (4 msgs) & 
                       Niven & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 23:06:51 GMT
From: JDRAPER@trinity.bitnet (Johanna Draper)
Subject: Synners, by Pat Cadigan

I just found this book and picked it up, based mainly on the short story
she wrote that was included in _Mirrorshades_.  I found it interesting and
very much similar to/inspired by _Neuromancer_.  Anyone else have any
opinions?

Johanna

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 22:56:44 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Synners (REVIEW)

Synners, by Pat Cadigan

JDRAPER@trinity.BITNET (Johanna Draper) writes:
> I just found this book and picked it up, based mainly on the short story
> she wrote that was included in _Mirrorshades_.  I found it interesting
> and very much similar to/inspired by _Neuromancer_.  Anyone else have any
> opinions?

Well, since you asked.

The book has a gorgeous cover, and a gorgeous first thirty pages or so as
Cadigan introduces the background state of society.  After that she gets
into plot, characters, and dialog, none of which she handles particularly
well.  The dialog especially is terrible.  And the characters are pretty
much all stereotypes; hip stereotypes, but stereotypes nonetheless.  None
of them is alive enough to care about.  And the plot...  wait a minute, let
me try to remember.  I read it a week ago so I should be able to.

Oh, right.  There's a new scientific breakthrough, which lets you
interface directly between computers and people.  For some reason which I
forget, this is a Very Bad Thing, which an evil mega-corporation has taken
over and is going to market for (gasp) profit motives.  Meanwhile some of
our heroes have a copy of the data so the evil mega-corporation is after
them.  And the e.m-c. gets some rock video artist to start generating
virtual reality videos with this, and they have this hacker who's supposed
to be protecting them from the good guys, and some other guy who works for
them is about to lose his job because he spends all his time playing
with (crude, last year's model) virtual reality women, and then I think
the video artist dies and goes into the computer net ...

None of it seems to have much point, and it goes on and on forever.  At
this point we're about a hundred and eighty pages into the book.  I skimmed
the last 250 (Yes, that's right, this thing is 430 pages long) so I may
have cheated myself, but it certainly didn't seem to get any better.  A
definite "Must Avoid" rating.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 18:30:28 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Cain)
Subject: Jack Chalker's "The Demons at Rainbow Bridge" (no spoilers)

I read this borrowed paperback over Christmas break, and I loved it!  It is
obviously going to be a series, since it is subtitled "Book 1 of the
Quintara Marathon" and the ending is a cliffhanger. Does anyone have any
information on this series, such as how many books are planned and which
ones are already out?

Thanks,

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 00:43:57 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Dragonbane, by Barbara Hambly

I just finished reading Dragonbane, by Barbara Hambly, and just wanted to
share some of my impressions:
   - good characterization; the heroine is quite believable, and Hambly
describes the crumbing of stereotypes about a HERO in an amusing manner.
   - plot is standard, with one or two surprises in the novel.  
   - Hambly's understanding of human condition is very evident in this
book.  She has some good insights about human life that are intriguing.
   - overall, a good book and worth reading.  I liked this book better than
the Rising of the Dark (or whatever her trilogy was called) because the
characters in this book were more compelling, and the writing was a little
more interesting, IMHO.

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 10:44:05 GMT
From: pdb059@ipl.jpl.nasa.gov (Paul Bartholomew)
Subject: Uncut *Stranger In a Strange Land* (long)

There has been some speculation in this newsgroup as to just what changes
are present in the new edition of Heinlein's *Stranger In a Strange Land*.
According to the preface by Virginia Heinlein, the first published edition
contained approximately 160,000 words.  The newly published edition
contains approximately 220,000 words.

After reading the new edition, I have to say that I didn't notice any
dramatic changes between the two editions.  There are no major new sections
or characters or motivations; no dramatic new explanations or revelations.
The only changes I noticed were, 1) some additional biographical data for
Mrs. Douglas, 2) a change in the ending of Ben's first visit to the Nest
(specifically, why he ran out the way he did), and 3) some changes to
Mike's and Jill's first meeting with Patricia Paiwonski.

It seems to me that most of the extra wordage comes from additional
qualifiers, extra sentences scattered here and there throughout the text.
The text from the older edition contains 633 words, the text from the newer
edition contains 977 words, yet there really doesn't seem to be any
substantive difference between them.  In fact, you could argue that the
text of the original publication benefitted from the editing - it seems
tighter and cleaner than the wordier uncut release.

The bottom line is that if you didn't like it before, you still won't like
it.  If you did, you still will.  I'd recommend buying it only if you're a
Heinlein completist.

Paul Bartholomew
pdb059@ipl.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 08:34:27 GMT
From: mdlcpgs@lhn.dsir.govt.nz
Subject: Re: Katerine Kerr's _Daggerspell_ series - comments?

> I've heard some good things about the first two novels in Katherine
> Kerr's Daggerspell (?) series, _Daggerspell_ and _Darkspell_. How are the
> remaining novels, _Dawnspell_ and _Dragonspell_? How do they compare to
> the first two? Any opinions?

IMHO, no they are not as good as the first. I'm old fashioned - I don't
like gratuitous violence committed on characters and got very brassed off
with Dawnspell. If you read Dawnspell you will have to read Dragonspell -
the story is left in mid air.  Dragonspell is much better, but if you
enjoyed the time-switching in the early books, it is absent from the last.
The ending is a bit unsatisfactory too - sounds like more books coming.

Overall, too much Jill and Rhodry and not even Nevyn.

Phil Scadden

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 21:20:45 GMT
From: r1kcd@vax1.cc.uakron.edu (Karen C Davis)
Subject: Deryni Magic

I've been meaning to post about Katherine Kurtz's latest book in the Deryni
world: _Deryni_Magic_.  Since it came up in great-books- group discussion,
I decided to post my reply to the question here.

sonia@fricker  becker!fricker!sonia (Sonia Fricker Brock) writes:
>What did you think of that book, Karen?  I was considering reading it as I
>write a bit of fiction on occult subjects & do a fair bit of background
>reading.  Is Deryni Magic sort of New Age yuppie or does it cover some new
>ground?

I don't think Deryni Magic is a new age book, but then I don't really know
what a new age book is.  The reason that I think it probably isn't is that
it covers the lore and practice of magic as it is conducted in Kurtz's 11
Deryni books.  If you've read these books, it's a fun, nostalgic romp with
characters that you know and love.  It might also be interesting to someone
who is interested in current magical practices, because Kurtz describes how
the rituals in her fiction compare to these practices.

I know very little about real-world occult or magic, but it seems that
Kurtz is a student of it.  She points out things like many Tarot readers
wrap their cards in silk, because it is thought to retain psychic energy,
and then she gives instances of similar practices in her books.

For the most part, the book is very well written, and fun for somebody who
is familiar with Kurtz's Deryni books.  I was annoyed a couple of times
with the pseudo-scholarly style ("and we see in such-and-such a book that
this practice is uncommon and we can only guess at its origin" or things
like "we can infer from someone's mention of this practice that it was not
unheard of in Kelson's time").  It was annoying because she is writing
about her own books, and writing as if she is an historian who must glean
facts from obscure references.  Darn it, she wrote the books, doesn't she
know the background details?

Another interesting thing is a small section detailing the training of
healers, which I think is previously unpublished.  She didn't say where it
came from, and I don't recall reading it before.  I think it must be new,
but the cover doesn't hype the fact that previously unpublished material
appears in the book, so I do have some doubt.

I enjoyed the book, but then I've been reading her work for half of my
adult life, and it's the only fantasy I read these days (my tastes run more
to science fiction).

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 22:31:13 GMT
From: kathy@xn.ll.mit.edu (Kathryn L.Smith)
Subject: Re: Deryni Magic

r1kcd@VAX1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (Karen C Davis) writes:
>I know very little about real-world occult or magic, but it seems that
>Kurtz is a student of it.  She points out things like many Tarot readers
>wrap their cards in silk, because it is thought to retain psychic energy,
>and then she gives instances of similar practices in her books.

I can supply a few details on this subject, although I am not intimately
accquainted with Katherine Kurtz's magical/religious activities.  She is
certainly very much involved with what is popularly termed the "occult",
although that really conjures up some very misleading images.  Much of my
information is gleaned from rubbing elbows with her at conventions of
several sorts over the past six or seven years.  However, I haven't talked
with her at length personally.

I do know for a fact that she has been ordained as a priest (?) of what she
describes as an "alternative Catholic church".  (Please don't burst
something over this - it's her phrase, supplied in the introductions in
convention program books when she is a guest).  I've never seen a formal
name for the church mentioned.  She also recently moved to the Rep. of
Ireland.

She has been a guest more than once at Esotericon, a small SF/occult
convention held in NJ, which has been drifting more and more toward the
occult end during the past few years.  She is certainly knowledgable about
tarot, Christian mysticism, Qabala, and the Christian/Celtic grail
tradition.  She often leads guided meditations at conventions whose
organizers are receptive to occult programming, though I'm not certain if
she writes her own material for these or not.  The descriptions of Deryni
rituals from the novels certainly seem constructed based on established
magical traditions.

(I haven't read Deryni Magic, and probably won't until I can pick it up
second hand somewhere.  I gag on 5.95 for a book that is probably of only
peripheral interest.  I might venture to guess that she chose the
"historical" style to enhance the illusion of reality.  Also, Gwynnedd is
clearly based at least in part on Wales, so there may have actually been
some core of historical research involved.)

She will be the GOH this summer at Ecumenicon.  It is a small (~300 people
last year) interfaith conference held in the Washington area.  This year is
focusing on Grail traditions in pagan and Christian faiths.  This
convention has no SF component at all, other than the fact that a
significant fraction of the attendees also go to SF cons.

There has been another interesting development over the last two years or
so (roughly).  At the occult gatherings I mentioned above, there has been a
group of people, presumably initially fans of the Deryni series, who have
organized a "Michaeline" lay order.  (I think.  Pardon me if I have details
wrong here, I'm not involved personally).  My first thought was that this
was a fan group who had decided that that made a good name, like the
Darkover fen have Towers.  However, there are some very well read and
intelligent people involved who seem to take it quite seriously.

I have mixed reactions to this.  My first reaction was that this was
probably a set of overly enthusiastic fans, but it's been at least 2 years,
and the group seems to be still taking things quite seriously and still
growing.  (My roommate and I designed a "Saint Camber medal" button, based
on the description of St.Camber's seal, which we've sold an awful lot of to
these people.  Either they lose them at a fantastic rate, or there are a
lot of them out there).  Taking a philosophy out of a science fiction book
and adopting it as a religious attitude/belief seems sort of inherently
dubious, but on the other hand, it's certainly as valid as many of the
philosophies I see propounded in the New Age section.  I have little doubt
that there will be a lot of copies of Deryni Magic floating around at
Esotericon this weekend.

Kathryn L. Smith
MIT Lincoln Laboratories
Lexington, MA		    
UUCP: ...ll-xn!kathy
ARPANET: kathy@XN.LL.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 03:19:13 GMT
From: netcom!aahz@claris.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Deryni Magic

r1kcd@VAX1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (Karen C Davis) writes:
>For the most part, the book is very well written, and fun for somebody who
>is familiar with Kurtz's Deryni books.  I was annoyed a couple of times
>with the pseudo-scholarly style ("and we see in such-and-such a book that
>this practice is uncommon and we can only guess at its origin" or things
>like "we can infer from someone's mention of this practice that it was not
>unheard of in Kelson's time").  It was annoying because she is writing
>about her own books, and writing as if she is an historian who must glean
>facts from obscure references.  Darn it, she wrote the books, doesn't she
>know the background details?

I'm sure someone will correct me if I'm wrong, but I believe that Kurtz was
trained as a(n) historian, which leads to the novels themselves sounding
vaguely like history books.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 04:35:35 GMT
From: markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Mark A. Lindsay)
Subject: Re: Deryni Magic

   I enjoyed most of the book thouroughly.  It is wonderful as a supplement
to the series.  The only thing I wish she had kept doing was leaving in the
drawings of the Ward Major Designs.  Her descriptions have always confused
me to the final configuration.

Mark A. Lindsay 
Engineering Computer Network
University of Oklahoma
markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 18:01:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #17

zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich) reports on Larry Niven's
upcoming _Fallen Angels_:

>I have the uncorrected page proofs for the first section of the novel.  It
>is set in the future when the Earth-firsters have gotten the upper hand
>and pretty much outlawed advanced technology on Earth.

Odd, most Earth Firsters don't want to outlaw advanced technologies, but
prohibit them from being use in ways which trash the environment.

>All this takes place as the Earth enters another ice age, and the glaciers
>are somewhere down in the upper United States (and equivalent distances
>south in the other continents) and still moving south.

Does Niven give a reason for the start of the glaciation?

>There is an underground remnant of science-fiction lovers still on Earth,
>still holding clandestine Worldcons, and some of them get the word when an
>orbital-colony space vehicle crashes "on the ice" and a small party goes
>out to rescue them.  As currently written, it appears to be intended
>*only* for fans, and is not "slick" enough for the non-fan reading public.
>Maybe the editors will smooth it out though, or require the authors to.
>One hopes so.

Gack! This seems to be the worse kind of wish-fullfilment drivel.

>From first glance this book is bad all over, Niven is quite capable of
delivering first rate Hard SF; however this is rather reactionary stuff.

Bill Humphries
Department of Economics
UW-Madison
humphrie@vms.macc.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 06:07:03 GMT
From: frank@snowy.rice.edu (Franklin Tae-Sung Kang)
Subject: Zelazny-Amber

Is anyone out there a Roger Zelazny fan?  A friend of mine gave me the
first book in his Amber series, Nine Princes of Amber, and I have become
addicted.  Within a period of a week, I read that book, Knights of Shadows
and everything in between!  Is the next book out yet??

Please email responses, and if others are interested, I'll post.

Thanks in advance.

Frank Kang
frank@owlnet.rice.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Lovecraft (5 msgs) & Moorcock (6 msgs) &
                     Piper (4 msgs) & Tepper

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 18:29:56 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Lovecraft

All right, I'll confess my ignorance.  Who is Lovecraft, what does he
write about, what are some of his better books, and what is this
"mythos" idea that pops up whenver Lovecraft is mentioned.  Some wise
soul, please enlighten me.  

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 07:43:49 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>All right, I'll confess my ignorance. Who is Lovecraft, what does he write
>about, what are some of his better books, and what is this "mythos" idea
>that pops up whenver Lovecraft is mentioned.  

Howard Phillips Lovecraft is probably the 20th Century's most prominent
writer of supernatural fiction (some might accord that role to Stephen
King, but King himself would refer you to Lovecraft). Most of his fiction
appeared in the pulp magazines of the 20's and 30's, most notably WEIRD
TALES. His most well-known work is what's called the Cthulhu Mythos. The
gist of the Mythos is of the existence of two groups of supernatural alien
beings of great power, the Elder Gods and the Great Old Ones, who ruled the
Earth in prehistoric times, and are attempting to return.

The Cthulhu Mythos is the first major "shared world" series, as Lovecraft
encouraged his author friends to write stories using the concepts. The more
prominent of these are Robert Bloch, Clark Ashton Smith, Frank Belknap
Long, August Derleth, and Robert E. Howard. The more prominent recent
(relatively) authors in the Mythos are Brian Lumley, Colin Wilson, and
Ramsey Campbell.

Most of the essential Lovecraft fiction has been published (and kept in
print) in paperback by Ballantine/Del Rey. In retrospect, the over-use of
flowery adjectives in his work seems quaint and almost laughable, but at
the same time, the stories are compelling. It's all pretty much at the same
level, so it's hard to pick specific works to recommend, but perhaps the
best to start with would be THE COLOUR OUT OF SPACE or AT THE MOUNTAINS OF
MADNESS.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 00:44:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu (blue hurkle on the sill)
Subject: lovecraft/"mythos" stories

A problem seems to exist in the classification of a "Lovecraftian" piece of
fiction.

cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu writes:
> If it uses HPL's invented mythology, it's a Mythos story.

Again, regarding Wilson's books boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
> I do. There are a *lot* of Mythos references dropped into it, from the
> Starry Wisdom Cult to Tsthatoggua to the whole business about the
> Pentagon being designed to imprison Yog-Sothoth.

So, if Asimov had named his Psychohistorian Dr. Hari "Shub Niggurath"
Sheldon, then THE FOUNDATION TRILOGY would have been a "Mythos" cycle of
stories, and thus Lovecraftian?  Just dropping a few unnameables from
Lovecraft don't make no Lovecraft story.  Bloch's introduction to
LOVECRAFT'S LEGACY, as well as the afterwords which follow story, give some
idea of what Lovecraftian horror is (some seem to stretch the concept and
Lumley makes clear that what he got from HPL is certainly NOT that which
makes HPL an "important" figure in the history of horror).

Fritz Leiber is always mentioning Lovecraft as one of his major influences,
but is Yog-Sothoth a key figure in "Smoke Ghost"? Or Yig in "Ill Met in
Lankhmar"?

Jon Ciliberto
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 06:29:23 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: lovecraft/"mythos" stories

CILIBERT@CTRVAX.VANDERBILT.EDU writes:
>So, if Asimov had named his Psychohistorian Dr. Hari "Shub Niggurath"
>Sheldon, then THE FOUNDATION TRILOGY would have been a "Mythos" cycle of
>stories, and thus Lovecraftian? Just dropping a few unnameables from
>Lovecraft don't make no Lovecraft story.

I agree. There have been any number of stories that are called Mythos
stories simply because a character happens to have a copy of the
Necronomicon on his shelf. I don't consider these Mythos stories.

HOWEVER, my point is that in ILLUMINATUS!, various concepts integral to the
Mythos are *present*, not just referred to.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 20:25:55 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Subject: Re: lovecraft/"mythos" stories

CILIBERT@CTRVAX.VANDERBILT.EDU writes: 
> A problem seems to exist in the classification of a "Lovecraftian" piece
> of fiction.
> cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu writes:
>> If it uses HPL's invented mythology, it's a Mythos story.
...
> So, if Asimov had named his Psychohistorian Dr. Hari "Shub Niggurath"
> Sheldon, then THE FOUNDATION TRILOGY would have been a "Mythos" cycle of
> stories,

Maybe.  If the implication was that Shub-Niggurath was an active influence
on Hari's life, then it would have.  If the implication was that Hari just
picked up a cool nickname from some forgotten piece of literature, then it
would not have been.

> and thus Lovecraftian?

Maybe.  "Lovecraftian" refers to a resemblance to a number of things: HPL's
style, his creations, his philosophy, his appearance, etc.  It also refers
to one with a strong like for HPL's work, such as myself.  If it vouchsafed
the actual existence of Shub-Niggurath, it would have been Lovecraftian in
the sense that it drew on Lovecraft's "fictional reality".

> Just dropping a few unnameables from Lovecraft don't make no Lovecraft
>story.

Never said it did.  I said it made it a *Mythos* story.  My position is
that if a story uses Lovecraftian trappings in such a manner as to suggest
their reality (i.e., not as references to fictional creations), it wants
the reader to draw a connection between the "fictional reality" of HPL's
work and the fictional reality of the story in question.  In other words,
it wants to be set in the same universe as HPL's work, a universe in which
the Necronomicon or Arkham or whatever actually exists.

(Yeah, yeah, the story doesn't want anything - it's the writer who wants
it.) 

More specifically, if it draws on the Cthulhu Mythos trappings, I call it a
Mythos story.

> Bloch's introduction to LOVECRAFT'S LEGACY, as well as the afterwords
> which follow story, give some idea of what Lovecraftian horror is

A Lovecraftian story is not necessarily a Mythos story.  I think there were
only three Mythos stories in LOVECRAFT'S LEGACY, though there were many
more Lovecraftian stories.

> Fritz Leiber is always mentioning Lovecraft as one of his major
> influences, but is Yog-Sothoth a key figure in "Smoke Ghost"? Or Yig in
> "Ill Met in Lankhmar"?

Not that I've noticed, though Leiber's "The Terror from the Depths" does
mention Cthulhu and the Deep Ones.  And guess where "To Arkham and the
Stars" takes place?

Where'd you get the idea I thought influences *had* to manifest themselves
as borrowings?

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
Rutgers University Computing Services
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP:   cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu
BITnet: JAROCHAERNST@ZODIAC

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 13:20:58 GMT
From: oravax!ian@cs.cornell.edu (Ian Sutherland)
Subject: Re: The Eternal Champion

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:

>Generally, when he
>started the whole cycle.

In what story is this stated?

Ian Sutherland
ian@oracorp.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 19:09:00 GMT
From: WEINTRDA%DUVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Denise Weintraut)
Subject: Moorcock

I've been following the discussion on Michael Moorcock's Eternal Champion
series via the SFLOVERS Digest on Bitnet.  While I've read several of the
Elric books, I keep getting the feeling that I'm not reading them in
correct sequence.

It's probably been posted before, but will someone please post a list of
the Eternal Champion series in a recommended reading order?  It would save
me a good deal of confusion.

Thanks,

Denise Weintraut
WEINTRDA@DUVM.OCS.DREXEL.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 22:12:14 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Moorcock

The main cycle in the Eternal Champion series can be read in any order,
though it's best to read Elric first, I think. The four main heroes are
Elric, Corum, Erekose, and Hawkmoon. (That's the order I would suggest
reading them in.)

Elric:
_Elric of Melnibone_
_Fortress of the Pearl_
_The Sailor on the Seas of Fate_
"Elric at the End of Time"
_The Weird of the White Wolf_
_The Vanishing Tower_
_The Bane of the Black Sword_
_Stormbringer_

Corum:

_Knight of the Swords_
_Queen of the Swords_
_King of the Swords_
_The Bull and the Spear_
_The Oak and the Ram_
_The Sword and the Stallion_

Erekose:
_The Eternal Champion_
_The Silver Warriors_
_The Dragon and the Sword_
      
Hawkmoon:
_The Jewel in the Skull_
_The Mad God's Amulet_
_The Sword of the Dawn_
_The Runestaff_
_Count Brass_
_The Champion of Garathorm_
_The Quest for Tanelorn_

After reading these, one can read the Glogauer books, the Nomads of Time
books, the Cornelius books, et al, pretty much in any order.  (I haven't
read most of them.) Definitely, though, read _Gloriana_: it's one of
Moorcock's best.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
try erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 22:34:42 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: The Eternal Champion

ian@oravax.UUCP (Ian Sutherland) writes:
>>Generally, when he remembers, he thinks of himself as Erekose, whose
>>crime started the whole cycle.
>
>What story is this stated?

The story in question is "The Eternal Champion" (catchy title, eh?), which
is currently in publication in the United States.  Two sequels exist (the
second is The Silver Warriors/Phoenix in Obsidian and the third is The
Dragon in the Sword).  Also, Moorcock wrote a comic(?) with Howard Chaykin
which I believe is separate.  It is called The Swords of Heaven/ The
Flowers of Hell(?).  I'd actually like more info on the last one, since I
have never been able to get a copy of it.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 04:58:45 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: Moorcock

erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>Definitely, though, read _Gloriana_: it's one of Moorcock's best.

Don't forget the Von Bek books!
   The Warhound and the World's Pain
   The City in the Autumn Stars

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 07:18:08 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: The Eternal Champion

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>Does anyone know whether the third book of the "Hawkwind" trilogy was ever
>released?

Yes, I know; no, it wasn't.

appel@ocf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel) writes:

>Also, Moorcock wrote a comic(?) with Howard Chaykin which I believe is
>separate. It is called The Swords of Heaven/The Flowers of Hell(?).  I'd
>actually like more info on the last one, since I have never been able to
>get a copy of it.

THE SWORDS OF HEAVEN, THE FLOWERS OF HELL is indeed a graphic novel,
published in 1979 by HM Communications (HEAVY METAL) and distributed by
Simon & Schuster, ISBN 930-36847-9. It was written (and drawn) by Howard
Chaykin from a detailed outline by Moorcock.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 03:04:41 GMT
From: csd1628@ux.acs.umn.edu (Xia Zai)
Subject: H. Beam Piper's Fuzzies

I have read two books featuring H. Beam Piper's "Fuzzies":

"Little Fuzzy" by H. Beam Piper
"Golden Dream: a Fuzzy Odyssey" by someone other than HBP, I can't remember

I have also purchased, but not yet read:

"Fuzzy Sapiens" by H. Beam Piper

   I actually find them quite enjoyable.  Are there any other books
about/featuring fuzzies?  I know of no others.

   Any and all information you can give me would be appreciated; reply by
e-mail to:

csd1628@ux.acs.umn.edu
csd1628@UMNACUX.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 03:59:49 GMT
From: jhreiher@happy.colorado.edu
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper's Fuzzies

csd1628@ux.acs.umn.edu (Xia Zai) writes:
>I have read two books featuring H. Beam Piper's "Fuzzies":
> 
>"Little Fuzzy" by H. Beam Piper
>"Golden Dream: a Fuzzy Odyssey" by someone other than HBP, I can't
>   remember 
> 
>I have also purchased, but not yet read:
> 
>"Fuzzy Sapiens" by H. Beam Piper
> 
> I actually find them quite enjoyable.  Are there any other books
> about/featuring fuzzies?  I know of no others.

The Fuzzy Bibliography:

Piper, H. Beam,_Little_Fuzzy_,1962
  "    "    " ,_Fuzzy_Sapiens_, 1964
  "    "    " ,_Fuzzies_and_Other_People_, 1984 *
Tuning, William, _Fuzzy_Bones_, 1981 **
Mayhar, Ardath, _Golden_Dream:_A_Fuzzy_Odyssey_, 1982 **

* This is the longlost edition of the Fuzzy series. Rumor has it that Jerry
Pournelle wrote it in retaliation to Tuning's _Fuzzy_Bones_. Any serious
reader of H. Beam Piper can tell that he wrote it.

** These editions are, in my opinion, somewhat inferior to Piper's work.
Tuning bypasses the obvious problems that Piper brings up in the third
novel, and talks about the other obvious ones that Piper missed. Still,
_Fuzzy_Bones_, is entertaining, but not the page turner that the others
are.

John H. Reiher Jr.
Internet: John.H..Reiher@Happy.colorado.edu
Bitnet: JHREIHER@COLOSPGS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 91 01:42:35 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper's Fuzzies

csd1628@ux.acs.umn.edu (Xia Zai) writes:
> I have read two books featuring H. Beam Piper's "Fuzzies":
>   "Little Fuzzy" by H. Beam Piper
>   "Golden Dream: a Fuzzy Odyssey" by someone other than HBP, I can't
>       remember 

That would have been Ardath Mayer ( sp? ).

> I have also purchased, but not yet read:
> 
>   "Fuzzy Sapiens" by H. Beam Piper
> 
> I actually find them quite enjoyable.  Are there any other books
> about/featuring fuzzies?  I know of no others.

   "Fuzzies and Other People" also by Piper.
   "Fuzzy Bones" by William Tuning.

   These are both sequels to "Fuzzy Sapiens", the manuscript for "Fuzzies
and Other People" was rediscovered in 1983 after Tuning wrote his book.
Tuning's is very good.  Actually better than "Fuzzies and Other People",
which is amazing given Piper's writing.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 18:40:25 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper's Fuzzies

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>   "Fuzzies and Other People" also by Piper.
>   "Fuzzy Bones" by William Tuning.
>
>   These are both sequels to "Fuzzy Sapiens", the manuscript for "Fuzzies
>and Other People" was rediscovered in 1983 after Tuning wrote his book.
>Tuning's is very good.  Actually better than "Fuzzies and Other People",
>which is amazing given Piper's writing.

Not really that amazing.  Tuning had the help and input from Pournelle,
Carr, Niven and the rest of the LASFS while his book was in progress.  The
Piper sequel was obviously just a first draft that received very little
editing.  My only real complaint about "Fuzzy Bones" is not that it
contradicts "Fuzzies and Other People" but that it contradicts material
from other stories about the Federation and the Empire.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 20:24:27 GMT
From: jahayes@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu
Subject: Raising the Stones (S. Tepper)

Sorry if this repeats something posted earlier, but I just finished this
book and loved it so much I thought I'd recommend it to the world at large.

Raising the Stones, by Sherri Tepper is characterizable as feminist in
approach, but it's also bang-up FICTION, with excellent character
development and interaction, and excellent use of limited SCIENCE in it,
thus the category science fiction. It isn't "hard", but it's damn good. I
find it interesting that "Grass" won her all the plaudits it did, when I
found it one of her weakest works. Before reading RtS, I would have said
that Door To Women's Country was her best; perhaps it's my also feminist
bias showing.  Anyway, it's an excellent book, and she's an excellent
author whom I almost never see mentioned in this group. Wonder why?

Regards,

Josh Hayes
Zoology
Miami University
Oxford OH 45056
jahayes@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Star Wars (7 msgs) & Fantastic Planet &
                      Silent Running (4 msgs) & Akira (3 msgs) &
                      Highlander & Batman II (2 msgs) &
                      Lensman & Old SF Films

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 91 23:26:56 GMT
From: eric@crg5.uucp (Eric Okholm)
Subject: George Lucas's next StarWars trilogy?

A friend of mine said that he heard on one of these nightly "entertainment
watch" programs (ala E.T.) that George Lucas had decided he was ready to do
the next of the Star Wars trilogies.  Anyone know if this is for real?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 00:12:15 GMT
From: jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Jonathan A Bishop)
Subject: Star Wars Trivia

   Did Jack Purvis play an Ewok in "Jedi"?  I don't have my tape here at
school with me.  If so, he would have played three different characters in
the three movies since he played the chief Jawa in "Star Wars" and the
chief Ugnaught in "Empire."

jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 20:38:53 GMT
From: V1237G%TEMPLEVM@pucc.princeton.edu (RICHARD HOENES)
Subject: Star Wars

In the _Star Wars_ trilogy my favorite character was Boba Fett.  Did he
appear in any of the spinoff books, or are there any similar characters in
other books.

Richard Hoenes

------------------------------

From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Star Wars
Date: 19 Jan 91 07:34:27 GMT

V1237G%TEMPLEVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Richard Hoenes) writes:
>In the _Star Wars_ trilogy my favorite character was Boba Fett. Did he
>appear in any of the spinoff books, or are there any similar characters
>in other books.

I don't believe that he appeared in any of the spin-off books (other than
the novelizations of EMPIRE and JEDI), but he did appear in a short
animated segment of THE STAR WARS HOLIDAY SPECIAL. In fact, since this
special aired about six months prior to the release of THE EMPIRE STRIKES
BACK, it's officially Boba Fett's first appearance.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 08:18:33 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Star Wars

He appeared in a made-for -tv movie in which chewbacca gets to go home and
we see chewbacca-mama etc.

Don't remember the name, but it was before the Ewoks were created.  Lucas
wanted to use all Wookies on the moon, but the Ewoks ended up the
primitives, so he used this show to feel out how the viewers would feel
about more than one wookie.

Michael J. Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 23:50:55 GMT
From: mfriedma@oracle.com (Michael Friedman)
Subject: Re: Star Wars

mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump) writes:
>He appeared in a made-for -tv movie in which chewbacca gets to go home and
>we see Chewbacca-mama etc.
>
>Don't remember the name, but it was before the Ewoks were created.  Lucas
>wanted to use all Wookies on the moon, but the Ewoks ended up the
>primitives, so he used this show to feel out how the viewers would feel
>about more than one wookie.

Jesus.  Imagine a planet of Wookies.  I mean think about the Empire trying
to keep order.  I PITY the storm troopers.

By the way, did anyone else object to the rather cartoonish picture of the
Empire?  I mean compare it to any good WWII movie - you almost always get a
reasonable picture of the enemy as something more than a faceless robot.

If they come out with another I hope it includes something like a rebel spy
in the Imperial Armed Forces.  That way we would have to see some real
human beings instead of white impact armor.

------------------------------

From: lm89@ecs.soton.ac.uk (McIlhoney L)
Subject: Re: Star Wars
Date: 21 Jan 91 12:07:29 GMT

V1237G%TEMPLEVM@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU (Richard Hoenes) writes:
>In the _Star Wars_ trilogy my favorite character was Boba Fett.

Somehow, the words CHARACTER and BOBA FETT don't seem to fit in the same
sentence too well.  Boba Fett strikes me as the classic example of a
non-character!

Feel free to flame me if anyone disagrees!

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 06:11:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvx1.vanderbilt.edu (blue hurkle on the sill)
Subject: lem

Now, I'm a little confused.  I saw the animated film FANTASTIC PLANET on
cable TV a while back, after I had read several of Lem's books, and
certainly made no connection between the two (stylistically, or any other
way).  That film seemed a silly psychedeliac piece of trash (IMHO).  So, is
there a connection between these two or not?

Jon Ciliberto
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 15:05:49 GMT
From: jmann@angmar.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Terribly Grumpy Reviews: Silent Running

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes: Exactly the same story here - I saw it
>three times, at roughly the same time intervals, and felt the same way
>each time. I'm an ecologist, myself, and *I* get sort of queasy thinking
>about Dern's dialogue in the film though I do get embarrassingly choked-up
>at the closing credits.  Too bad there isn't some way to go back and
>re-shoot some of this movie, as otherwise i'd *love* to be able to show
>this film to my students. As it is, I think it'd get little more than
>derisive hoots, and comments on the ancient special effects.

The film might deserve derisive hoots, but not for it's special effects
which are reasonable. Are you teaching a film class?  If so, I don't think
much of your students if they are the type to hoot at effects just because
they aren't as good as what we can produce today. (Perhaps they should all
enroll in an art class and go hoot at the cave paintings or at some art
from the middle ages.)

Overall, I thought the only two good things about Silent Running were the
effects and the interactions between Dern and the drones. The whole movie
should have centered on the latter, and not on the dumb ecology stuff.
(Saving the forests by taking them into space?  Dern dumb enough to head
away from the sun to try to preserve them, then wondering why the trees
aren't doing so well when he's out near Saturn?  Give me a break!!)
                                 
Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 05:54:30 GMT
From: polari!lsh@sumax.seattleu.edu (Lee Hauser)
Subject: Re: Terribly Grumpy (and short) Reviews:  Silent Running

malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock) writes:
>Anyone have a feeling for what the Judgement o' Posterity is for this
>film, so far?

I think you may be right.  It was Doug Trumbull's first foray as a director
(he did sfx in 2001), and I think it was more of a moral tale than a
serious sf statement.  I had to suspend disbelief something awful even when
I first saw it (high school), but still enjoyed it.  Yes, Dern was
wild-eyed (I never thought he was a scientist), and the drones were cutesy.
I think the film reflected the early post-Earthday attitude.  And, I have
to admit, the final scene, with the last drone looking up as the Valley
Forge explodes, still tugs at me pretty hard.  It's not great, but it's an
ok sf film.  Beats the heck out of Ice Pirates any day.

Lee Hauser
uw-beaver!sumax!polari!lsh
lsh@polari

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 11 Jan 91 10:46 N
From: PHARICKX@wet.rug.ac.be
Subject: Silent Running

Over here in Belgium I saw Silent Running last Sunday for the first time
(on BBC). I quite liked it, and decided to mail something about it.
Wonderful coincidence, a discussion starts about it before I even
considered writing.

I think indeed there are many levels in the film.  While watching, I
thought several times I was going to drop out, the dialogues indeed seeming
a little to idealistic to be realistic, and the scientific background being
VERY improbable (impossible is not in my vocabulary).

But the film can survive with those weaker points.  The subject of the film
is amongst others environment, but also the relations of Dern himself are
very important. I do think Louis is right in his opinion about the film.

I'd like to end with a question :
When the drones find the leg of drone 3, Dern says 'That's what happens
when...' I didn't catch the rest. Anybody did and remembers ?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 03:20:56 GMT
From: lb2e+@andrew.cmu.edu (Louis Blair)
Subject: Re: Terribly Grumpy Reviews: Silent Running

Spoilers ahead.

Jim Mann writes:
>The whole movie should have centered on the [interactions between Dern and
>the drones], and not on the dumb ecology stuff.

I think that the movie WAS centered on the interaction (and lack of
interaction) between Lowell (Dern) and his companions, not ecology.  What
do Lowell's playing poker, Lowell's playing pool, Lowell's racing the cart
by himself, the several scenes with Lowell in the medical section, Lowell
burying the dead companion, the loss of Louie and Lowell's reaction to it,
Lowell's acquired habit of eating the synthetic food, etc. have to do with
ecology?  Although he did not believe it, I think kuento's description of
my view is well put: "the movie used an environmental theme only as a
backdrop to the REAL story," or, as Hitchcock might have put it, ecology
was only the McGuffin.

>Dern dumb enough to head away from the sun to try to preserve them, then
>wondering why the trees aren't doing so well when he's out near Saturn?
>Give me a break!!

Dern's mental decline is part of what I think the film is really about.
Perhaps they went too far with the light mistake, but it was definitely
part of the decline that the movie was depicting.

Perhaps those who insist on taking Silent Running as an ecology film will
at least admit that it is, in one respect, a very unusual one.  How many
ecology stories WORSHIP technology the way Silent Running does?  Indeed, it
occurs to me that Silent Running DOES have a minor ecology theme:
technology and nature are NOT necessarily enemies.  Not exactly the usual
environmental message, is it?

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 16:28:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu (blue hurkle on the sill)
Subject: Akira

I've seen Akira twice on the big screen, and my advice is: pay no mind to
the plot, and just look at the beautiful animation.  I haven't read the
comics, but the storyline of the movie resembles the pretentious but
essentially empty style of many "arty" comics.  The plot just doesn't make
enough sense to merit its length and complexity.  However, it is a
beautiful piece of work, the best animation I've seen, and I went back to
see it a second time so I could ignore the plot and enjoy the animation.

Does anyone know where I could obtain the soundtrack for the film?  There
is some wonderful Indonesian-tinged music in the movie.  (I know there is a
soundtrack that is straight from the film with dialogue, etc., I'm looking
for the music.)

Thanks.

Jon
CILIBERT@vuctrvax

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 02:10:15 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: Akira

U19807@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
> It's kind of interesting to see the opinions on AKIRA,but I have to add
> my own critical views to the mix. To wit:
> 
> I've been into Japanese Animation for nearly six years,and although I
> have to admit that it looked absolutely _spectacular on the big screen,
> the voice acting was a major disappointment. I've seen both the dubbed
> and subtitled versions of this movie, and while there are occasional
> moments in which the subtitler (whoever _he_ was, this was on a VHS tape
> which I don't have a copy of) missed parts of the dialogue, he didn't
> miss anything _major_. The dubbed version, on the other hand, features a
> fairly literal translation of the script but features some of the most
> _hideous_ voices for any animated feature _ever_. I might be biased since
> I've seen some really hideous "voice acting" hack-jobs done on Anime
> features but, I simply couldn't get past the voice-acting here either. It
> sure did look great on the big screen, though.

Oh, I don't know, some of it was pretty good. Unfortunately, due to an
incessant desire to keep with the Japanese lip-movements, there were a lot
of unnecessary "uh"s and such, plus some rather poorly-timed gaps between
voices.

The best voice acting was done by the supporting characters, in my opinion.
The Colonel (No, that was NOT McGruff The Crime Dog), Tetsuo, and most of
the military personel.  Jimmy Flinders did an average job on Kaneda, and
the actors for Kay, Ryu/Roy, Mezu(sp), and the numbered children were
absolutely atrocious.

Richard Barrett
18004 146th Ave NE
Woodinville, WA 98072
(206)487-1312
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 18:53:05 GMT
From: wyvern@agora.rain.com (formerly wyvern@agora.hf.intel.com)
Subject: Re: Akira

U19807@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
>...The dubbed version, on the other hand, features a fairly literal
>translation of the script but features some of the most _hideous_ voices
>for any animated feature _ever_. I might be biased since I've seen some
>really hideous "voice acting" hack-jobs done on Anime features but, I
>simply couldn't get past the voice-acting here either. It sure did look
>great on the big screen, though.

  I have no idea what version of Akira *you* saw, but the one usually shown
in theaters has reasonably good voice acting.  It's not the best, but I
can't imagine anyone is experienced with dubbings being that vehement about
Akira's voice acting.  If it is shown in your area, see the Saturday
morning 'Dragon Warrior' show; *that* is poor voice acting!

wyvern@agora.rain.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 91 20:58:09 GMT
From: gregory@eos.ncsu.edu (SCOTT GREGORY)
Subject: HIGHLANDER?

Does anyone know when and if the sequel (or will it be a prequel) to the
movie Highlander, starring Christopher Lambert and Sean Connery will be
released?  Also did they put out a soundtrack for this movie?

Scott Gregory
gregory@eos.ncsu.edu
gregory@zar.csc.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 19:30:55 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Batman II

I know they have begun production, it's been on radio and TV here, but does
anyone know WHAT and WHO is in the new production?
 
Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 04:06:52 GMT
From: kuchar@buast7.bu.edu (Tom Kuchar)
Subject: Re: Batman II

jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell) writes:
>I know they have begun production, it's been on radio and TV here, but
>does anyone know WHAT and WHO is in the new production?

I read in the Boston Sunday Globe (about 2 weeks ago) that Tim Burton will
direct the second one as well.  They also quoted a Warner executive saying
that the second one has a good script that `will shock you'.

Tom Kuchar
Department of Astronomy
Boston Univerity
kuchar@buast7.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 19:47:56 GMT
From: Chip.Olson@ucs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: Lensman

I didn't get a chance to see the theatrical release of Lensman, but I've
seen it on video (in Japanese with subtitles) many times.  I've never read
the books, but I've had the differences explained to me so may times I
might as well have.  It's one of my favorite pieces of Japanimation,
although it benefits greatly from not being taken too seriously.  I don't
know how they massacred the dialogue in the dubbed version, but the
subtitles have their moments (Helmuth to one of his soon-to-be-zorched
lizards: "You didn't feel full your responsibility").  "Kreese" is
pronunciation; the subtitles have it as "Chris".

Chip Olson
UMass-Amherst
internet: ceo@ucs.umass.edu
bitnet: ceo@umass.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 19:06:02 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: METROPOLIS and THINGS TO COME

Gary Vanderlinden (gsvan@ramjet.eng.sun.com) writes:
> I... thought that someone would have mentioned ... Metropolis....  It is
> most definitely an OLD Science Fiction film and a Classic.

Yeah, METROPOLIS is a favorite of mine, too, as is THINGS TO COME. But with
both of these, opinions seem to differ wildly.

Back in my college days at Purdue, we had an SF group going and were
looking for things to do. I knew that the Audio-Visual Center had a copy of
the original METROPOLIS on film and so volunteered to bring it (and a
projector) to the next gathering for the amusement and edification of all
concerned. I was greatly disappointed to find that most of the crowd
thought the whole movie was really stupid (and after all the trouble I'd
gone to!).  I attributed it to the general inability of most modern folks
to appreciate the different styles of acting and presentation that were
used in those days.

The same thing happened when the Purdue Film Society showed THINGS TO COME.
I raved about it to some friends, we all went to see it, and my friends
(and most of the rest of the audience) proceeded to hoot with laughter
throughout most of the film. Oh, well.

What can you say to things like this? I still think both movies were great.
Of course, like *ANYTHING*, they really must be evaluated in the context of
their times. Is HAMLET a bad play just because most modern people find it
difficult to follow the English of the time? ("Well, I guess it was OK, but
why'd he have to use all those weird words?")

But then, opinions on Heinlein swing pretty wide, too.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Films - Old SF Movies (8 msgs) & Aliens (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 18:13:45 GMT
From: rquazi@csws11.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad J Quazi)
Subject: Re: Old SF movies

How about "Day of the Robots"? I saw this quite a while ago, and remember
really enjoying it. There were not that many campy special effects - it was
more of a 'plot film', and it really did have a rather good plot. If anyone
wants to know what it is, send me mail. (Starving for some sparkling
mail-versation!)

Rishad J. Quazi
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 21:00:22 GMT
From: Jenner@uswnvg.uucp (Jenner)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>>but are within a reasonable "tolerence" of quality: THE DAY THE EARTH
>>STOOD STILL [especially], WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE, THE THING FROM ANOTHER
>>WORLD, THEM! [the only truly worthwhile giant-insect movie], WAR OF THE
>>WORLDS, 20,000 LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA, THE TIME MACHINE, and ON THE BEACH.
> 
> Don't forget one of my favorites THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING MAN made in the
> same era.

My friend john and I were discussing this movie the other day.  The
question I posed was:

As the man shrank, did he lose mass?  I think he did.  If he did not lose
mass then we have the Incredible Shrinking Neutronium Man.  He could have
destroyed the spider in a single blow.

Imagine a man, smaller than a spider, weighing 180lbs.

If he did lose mass, at what point would the reduction in matter effected
his mental capacities?  His ability to breathe oxygen due to his lung
structure?

I know these movies require suspension of some belief but we had some fun
discussing this.

dfpedro@uswnvg.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 22:01:00 GMT
From: MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.bitnet
Subject: SF Movies

   Some of my favorite old movies were the Doctor Who movies.  I saw them
on cable about a year ago, after having read about them in a Starlog guide
to SF Movies.
   I think the names were:
      DOCTOR WHO AND THE DALEKS
      DALEKS: INVASION EARTH 2??? (Some year)
and I seem to remember a third one, although I *could* be thinking about
the Quatermass series.  Basically, these are Doctor vs. Dalek stories.  The
only mistake I spotted was at the beginning of the second one (I'm
not sure about the order - again, it's been about a year and I left my
Starlog book at home) where the title character (played by Peter Cushing, I
believe) introduces himself as "Doctor Who" as opposed to his real name,
"The Doctor".
   I also liked THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES, although I did think the book was
better.
   Other favorites of mine: 

METALSTORM : THE DESTRUCTION OF JARED-SYN 
   Not very notable except for being part of the attempted 3-D resurgence.
Not that you could tell, of course.  The title is a mystery, as no
"metalstorm" ever happens anywhere in the film.

TIME AFTER TIME
   Sort of a variation on THE TIME MACHINE type stuff. H.G. Wells chases
Jack the Ripper to 1980 San Francisco.

AKIRA
   I've noticed the discussion about this movie several bulletins ago.
They showed it at the student center one weekend, and I figured "Hey, why
not?" Second of my favorites only to...

ALIEN
   The original.  Nothing needs to be said, I think.

Mark Kinney
MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 17:49:53 GMT
From: C09630GK@wuvmd.wustl.edu (Gary Kronk)
Subject: movies

Another good SF movie from the 1950s was the Incredible Shrinking Man.  The
effects were quite good for that time and are actually pretty good when
compared to some of today's movies.

I completely agree with the thought the Forbidden Planet is one of the
best, if not the best movie from the 50s. The effects were good, the story
was good, the cast was good, and the music was good (although I bought the
soundtrack and it is annoying with the movie taken away).  I like movies
which explore possible civilizations on other planets and the details given
on the Krell (sp?) was fascinating.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 04:19:13 GMT
From: hastoerm@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Moriland)
Subject: Re: SF Movies

MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.BITNET writes:

>Some of my favorite old movies were the Doctor Who movies.  I saw them on
>cable about a year ago, after having read about them in a Starlog guide to
>SF Movies.
>   I think the names were:
>      DOCTOR WHO AND THE DALEKS
>      DALEKS: INVASION EARTH 2??? (Some year)
>and I seem to remember a third one, although I *could* be thinking about
>the Quatermass series.  Basically, these are Doctor vs. Dalek stories.
>The only mistake I spotted was at the beginning of the second one (I'm not
>sure about the order - again, it's been about a year and I left my Starlog
>book at home) where the title character (played by Peter Cushing, I
>believe) introduces himself as "Doctor Who" as opposed to his real name,
>"The Doctor".
[stuff about other flicks deleted]

You LIKED the Peter Cushing Doctor Who movies? They were ok, and I have
both (there was only two ever made) in my collection because they are
(kind of) connected to Doctor Who. Most DW fans I know don't care for the
movies and don't even associate them as being DW items at all.

I like to call them: WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF AMERICAN PRODUCERS GOT THEIR
GRUBBY LITTLE CLAWS ON DOCTOR WHO.

There is an interesting story behind these two movies. Terry Nation was
hoping to have the Daleks catch on in the US in the same way they did in
the UK so he brought them over using almost the same complete plots he used
in the original DW Shows in England. The company that produced them was
short on budget, however, and that's part of why the sets look so bad and
the special effects for the lasers consisted of using Fire Extinguishers
hooked into the guns.

There were SEVERAL differences between the movies and the TV series.
Seeing as he brought the scripts over almost verbatum, he made minor
changes to the characters at the request of the producers (as well as to
probably avoid copyright laws). The Doctor was refered to as Doctor Who
throughout both movies. His granddaughter Susan's age was lowered to around
8 or so and Barbara's age was as well, to about 17 or so and she became his
OTHER granddaughter. Ian was her suitor, not another teacher as he was in
the TV show. In fact, he was an rather inept character played for laughs.
(In one scene he can't get a Dalek door to open automatically until he
finds a switch in the room, but everytime he lets go of the switch the door
closes before he can get to it. Gee. Sound familiar?)
   The Doctor or Doctor Who, as he was called in the movies, wasn't a
Timelord, but rather a normal human who had "invented" the TARDIS. Even the
TARDIS isn't the same as the inside hasn't any descernable walls and the
console was replaced with a bunch of hokey looking 50's gibberish for
computer stuff and tons of cables stetching every which way. (Ian sends
them off on their adventure by accidently leaning on the lever that starts
them in motion. Another inept move.) When the TARDIS time travels there is
no sound. So special effect at all. It just vanishes. The rest of the movie
more or less follows the plot of the original TV show aside from some minor
modifications to how the Daleks work.

In short, Terry Nation took a perfectly good story and let a bunch of
American Ya-Hoos rip it up. Twice.

hastoerm@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 14:45:24 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: METROPOLIS and THINGS TO COME

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
> Back in my college days at Purdue, we had an SF group going and were
> looking for things to do. I knew that the Audio-Visual Center had a copy
> of the original METROPOLIS on film and so volunteered to bring it (and a
> projector) to the next gathering for the amusement and edification of all
> concerned. I was greatly disappointed to find that most of the crowd
> thought the whole movie was really stupid (and after all the trouble I'd
> gone to!).  I attributed it to the general inability of most modern folks
> to appreciate the different styles of acting and presentation that were
> used in those days.

This is actually a very old story.  The fault is definitely in your
audience.  It has been a common experience that SF Conventions set up film
programs with some of the classics of the SF film.  Then audiences come in
and howl at how bad the films are.  Boskone at one time had very good film
programs and fairly good audiences.  Then suddenly the audiences started to
sour.  They started giving the reaction you note first to films like WHITE
ZOMBIE (parts of which have not aged well).  I complained to the staffers
about it and got a response like "Yes, but the movie is REALLY bad."  I
started telling other annoyed cinema fans to complain and Boskone started
taking steps to make sure the films could be heard.  Still IT! THE TERROR
FROM BEYOND SPACE got the same reaction, and eventually Boskone audiences
were hooting at films like the original INVASION OF THE BODY SNATCHERS.  If
that is a film not good enough for modern audiences, you might as well give
up.

Often audiences would rather laugh at a film than give it some thought.
Eventually Boskone got fed up with policing the film room and, in general,
with the people who were attending and became a much more restrictive
convention.

Back in college our SF Society would show classic SF films to audiences who
might not get a chance to see them and we and the audiences both found that
very rewarding.  But it is not an experience that is easily repeated any
more.  Most general audiences get obnoxious too easily.

People who sincerely want to see obscure films can do it through video.
Now it is rare that a convention can show me a film I have not seen and if
they do, the audience is not worth seeing the film with.  I just about
never go to the film programs at SF conventions any more.  I see as many
obscure fantasy films but I rent them or I buy them from places like
Sinister Cinema.

Incidentally, was there any music being played with your METROPOLIS?  You
may run into more trouble if you have an absolutely silent room.  It
invites things like comments.  Silent films were never intended to be seen
in silence and some non-intrusive organ music will improve the viewing of a
silent.

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
att!mtgzy!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 91 12:53:10 GMT
From: rax8@citek.uucp (Steve Roberson )
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

I remember seeing "Crack in the World" when I was a child and being scared
to death about it. The whole idea that the Earth could break apart was
rather terrifying to me; I had nightmares.

I managed to capture a pretty good video of it from WGN or such. Of course
all the science in the film is now rubbish. Come to think of it, didn't
they have the theory of plate tectonics in place in the late 50's? You
can't have plates without cracks between them.

My favorite part is when they launch the nuclear missle STRAIGHT DOWN a
mine shaft to create an artificial volcano.

Still, if you can suspend belief it is an entertaining movie, about on a
par with most of the early 60's SF-adventure.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 03:58:23 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Subject: Re: Old science fiction films

rax8@citek.UUCP (Steve Roberson ) writes:
> I remember seeing "Crack in the World" when I was a child and being
> scared to death about it. The whole idea that the Earth could break apart
> was rather terrifying to me; I had nightmares.
>
> I managed to capture a pretty good video of it from WGN or such. Of
> course all the science in the film is now rubbish.  Come to think of it,
> didn't they have the theory of plate tectonics in place in the late 50's?
> You can't have plates without cracks between them.

I think the theory came along mid-60's, as did this 1965 film.  For that
matter, I am not sure that plate tectonics rules out the possibility of a
deep crack.  Sure there are cracks between the plates, but you don't see
magma coming up between them.

> My favorite part is when they launch the nuclear missle STRAIGHT DOWN a
> mine shaft to create an artificial volcano.

The beginning and the end of the film are technically quite silly.  In
between it is a darn good SF adventure film.

Mark Leeper
(201)957-5619
att!mtgzy!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 21:25:29 GMT
From: mark@cambridge.apple.com (Mark Preece)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

cah@jpl-devvax.JPL.NASA.GOV (Allen Halsell) writes:
>Thanks to y'all who responded.  Now I know not to hold my breath.  
>
>I would have enjoyed seeing Gibson's personal vision translated into film;
>perhaps there will be other chances.

I bought a copy of a draft of the Gibson script for Alien III for a friend
this Christmas (at a store that specializes in such things in Harvard
Square). My friend reports that the Sigourney Weaver character does not
appear, that Newt does appear but exits (non-fatally) early on, and that
the script is VERY violent (with much more explicit gore than in the first
two movies). He lent the script back to me and I expect to read through it
this weekend.  I don't read this group often and I haven't seen much of the
history of this thread. Shall I recapitulate the story after I've read it
or has this subject been discussed in sufficient detail already?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 21:10:45 GMT
From: osa@uunet!unhd (Oktay S. Ahiska)
Subject: Re: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>The aliens didn't evolve on a tough planet.  They didn't evolve at all;
>they're a biological weapon.

Was this mentioned in any of the movies? In _Aliens_, I remember someone
(probably the guy from the company, can't remember his name) talking about
using the creatures in manufacturing such weapons but, as far as I can
tell, no one says anything about *their* being a weapon.

Oktay Ahiska
Babcock Hall, bx 2019
Durham, NH 03824     
osa@unhd.unh.edu
O_AHISKA@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 05:50:43 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

mark@cambridge.apple.com (Mark Preece) writes:
>I bought a copy of a draft of the Gibson script for Alien III for a friend
>this Christmas (at a store that specializes in such things in Harvard
>Square). My friend reports that the Sigourney Weaver character does not
>appear, [...]

He's wrong. She appears briefly, waking up from cold sleep and seeing an
Alien perched on top of her sleep tube. She freaks out and goes catatonic,
therefore essentially out of action for the rest of the script.

(I have a copy of the script, too, which I bought from the same place in
Harvard Square.)

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 17:00:47 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Alien III: The Home Planet.

Well, the aliens might not have evolved.  Maybe they were warrior
constructs or doomsday weapons.  Hence when Ripley finds their homeworld
its either dead or all higher life forms have been destroyed.  Maybe there
will be lots of eggs with plants growing around them and a busy but
primitive ecosystem, and lots of alien skeletons everywhere.  Poor cinema
though.

Alternatively, since aliens are adapted to space environments, maybe they
evolved (or devolved) in space from a sentient space-faring race which
still exists and looks a lot like the degenerate aliens.  Maybe Riply could
find the remainder of this race and after initial misunderstandings fatal
to half the cast, team up with them against the degenerate aliens. Maybe
the good aliens are scattered and primitive but have the key to the
destruction of the degenerates.  That could make good cinema.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 91 16:37:09 GMT
From: grayt@software.mitel.com (Tom Gray)
Subject: Re: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

veck@ddsw1.MCS.COM (Steven P. King) writes:
>jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (Brian or James) writes:
>>Given the ecological fad of the early 90s, wouldn't it be nice if Ripley
>>got to see the Aliens in their natural state, in the ecosystem they
>>evolved in? Kinda like 'Dances With Wolves', with Ripley learning to
>>appreciate the Aliens for their virtues.
>
>Just imagine:  The aliens are obviously parasites, they seem to need
>host creatures for their offspring.  It's not generally a survival trait
>for parasites to kill off their hosts.  So imagine a planet of creatures
>that's TOUGHER than the aliens!  :-)

I thought that the point of the first movie was that the aliens were an
engineered species - a biological weapons system. The Nostromo happened
upon the wreckage of a ship that had been destroyed by this weapons system.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Card & Cherryh (2 msgs) & Eddings (3 msgs) &
                   Kagan & Kay (2 msgs) & Lovecraft (4 msgs) & 
                   MacLean (2 msgs) & Martin & May (2 msgs) &
                   Russell (2 msgs) & Zelazny (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 13:21:57 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Orson Scott Card

I just got around to January's _Analog_, and began my 1st foray into OSC.
Is _Gloriously Bright_ typical of his style?  I'm curious since the
emotions of previous discussions have always been at a very high level
(either he's loved or hated), and my early impressions are that he's like
potato chips - can't stop reading, but I don't see much substance.  What am
I missing?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 15:59:39 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu (David Markfield)
Subject: C.J. Cherryh and Morgaine

While we're talking about Cherryh let's not forget some of her other works,
in particular the Morgaine series.

The Gate of Ivrel
Fires of Azeroth
Exile's Gate
Well of Shiun

(Hope I remembered the titles correctly).  All are quite enjoyable.
Especially the first one, Gate of Ivrel, and the new one, Exile's Gate.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 17:43:01 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com (Aron Insinga  22-Jan-1991 1132)
Subject: Cherryh

schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk) writes:
>I may be mis-remembering this, but I vaguely recall that Cherryh is
>partially a pseudonym.

Yes, her name is/was actually Carolyn J. (Janice?) Cherry and I believe
that using C.J. Cherryh (first initial and adding an 'h') was suggested by
the publisher in order to increase sales of her books to males in certain
age brackets or countries/cultures.  I believe that she has also said that
using her first initial makes the name shorter and hence the type can be
larger on the book covers.

FWIW, the artist, David Cherry, is her brother and does not spell his name
with an 'h'.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 19:43:32 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Eddings manic

Alright, does anyone know where The Seeress of Kell has gotten to?  When is
it coming out?  I have been trying to pass the time with his other series
in the Elenium, but finding too many parallels to the Malloreon series.
Does anyone else see this or is this all just his style, like Moorcock?

Thanks in advance.

Janet

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 22:29:33 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Eddings manic

I understand that the Seeress of Kell should be out Februaryish.

As for the Elenium, there may be similarities to the Belgariad and
Mallorean, but that is probably due to Eddings "style", somewhat
grandiose, epic-adventure style.  I've only read the Diamond Throne (have
had no time for Ruby Knight yet).  I understand that he was aiming for a
more "serious" fantasy than his previous works, but I don't think that the
Elenium is as good.  I think that the characters fall too flat, and I don't
relate to them nearly as well as the characters in the Belgariad and
Mallorean.  Still, the Diamond Throne made for a good read when there was
nothing better to do.  I'll get around to the Ruby Knight someday.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 00:34:30 GMT
From: jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (James J Johnson)
Subject: Re: Eddings manic

   According to a source (not necessarily reliable) on the Science Fiction
discussion group on Prodigy, it whould be out in hardcover in June or July
of 1991.  I hear Eddings had a heart attack that sort of slowed work down.

James Johnson
jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 18:10:48 GMT
From: V1237G%TEMPLEVM@pucc.princeton.edu (RICHARD HOENES)
Subject: JANET KAGAN

I recently began reading Janet Kagan's _Hellspark_ and am enjoying it
very much.  It reminds me a lot of Heinlein.  Unfortunately it did not
contain an 'other books by the author section'.  The cover did mention
_Uhura's Song_.  Are there any others?

Richard Hoenes

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 23:36:42 GMT
From: tony4@engr.engr.mun.ca (Anthony H. Galway)
Subject: TIGANA -- Guy Gavriel Kay

***Spoiler warning ***

   Hello, I read Tigana a couple of weeks ago, and am particularly pissed
off with the ending. Why do the hero's Devin, Sandre, and Baerd see a
riskele. When three men see the riskele then one will be blessed, one will
fork, and one will die. This ending of the book really confuses me.
   WHY!!!

Anthony H Galway 
tony4@garfield.cs.mun.ca (UNIX)           
tony4@engr.engr.mun.ca (VMS)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 17:33:12 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: TIGANA -- Guy Gavriel Kay

***Spoiler Warning***

tony4@engr.engr.mun.ca (Anthony H. Galway):
>Hello, I read Tigana a couple of weeks ago, and am particularly pissed off
>with the ending. Why do the hero's Devin, Sandre, and Baerd see a riskele.
>When three men see the riskele then one will be blessed, one will fork,
>and one will die. This ending of the book really confuses me.

I thought it was a wonderful ending.  It connects to one of the earlier
high points of the book, it gives us a broad hint of what will become of
three of the protagonists, and it effectively closes the *story* while
making it clear that the *characters* still have (or, given the
circumstances, again have) future stories of their own.  (Not to be
confused with sequels.)

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 19:45:00 GMT
From: MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.bitnet
Subject: Lovecraft Revisited

   I stand corrected about _Illuminatus!_. I got my copy back over the
weekend, and took a good look through it. I recognized more of the stuff
now that I've actually *read* some of Lovecraft's work. The _Call_
_Of_Cthulhu_ game rulebook also proved to be helpful in spotting Mythos
references from stuff I hadn't read. Still, I'm not sure Lovecraft would
have approved.
   Any Lovecraft fans will be happy to note that a new collection of his
work has been released (as far as I know it's new, anyway). It's called
_The_Best_Of_H.P._Lovecraft-Bloodcurdling_Tales_Of_Horror_And_The_Macabre,
and includes several of his classics, such as "The Call of Cthulhu", "The
Colour Out of Space", "The Dunwich Horror", and my personal favorite, "The
Whisperer in Darkness" (Fungi from Yuggoth kick.). It's amazing how much
SF is in some of these stories (a lot of the creatures are aliens of some
sort, Yuggoth for example being Pluto, a relatively new discovery in
Lovecraft's time).

Mark Kinney
Western Kentucky University
MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 22:37:46 GMT
From: SAREK@brownvm.brown.edu (Garrett Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #20

If postulating the existence of a Lovecraft creature makes a story a Mythos
story, is _Focault's_Pendulum_ a Mythos novel? :-) (tongue placed firmly in
cheek)

Garrett Fitzgerald
sarek@brownvm.brown.edu
pangea@brownvm.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 00:14:31 GMT
From: n8442349@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu (Joy and/or Corey)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft Revisited

MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.BITNET writes:
>Any Lovecraft fans will be happy to note that a new collection of his work
>has been released (as far as I know it's new, anyway). It's called
>_The_Best_Of_H.P._Lovecraft-Bloodcurdling_Tales_Of_Horror_And_The_Macabre,
>and includes several of his classics, such as "The Call of Cthulhu", "The
>Colour Out of Space", "The Dunwich Horror", and my personal favorite, "The
>Whisperer in Darkness" (Fungi from Yuggoth kick.).

This is NOT a new release. It has been out for several years at least. It
is the companion volume to Del Rey's reissues of HPL books and contains the
rest of his work except for the poems and Herbert West:Re-animator.

Joy Ralph or
Corey Nelson
n8442349@unicorn.wwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 03:31:37 GMT
From: v133q3xc@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Jeffrey J Miller)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft Revisited

n8442349@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu (Joy and/or Corey) writes:
>MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.BITNET writes:
>>Any Lovecraft fans will be happy to note that a new collection of his
>>work has been released (as far as I know it's new, anyway). It's called
>>_The_Best_Of_H.P._Lovecraft-Bloodcurdling_Tales_Of_Horror_And_The_Macabre,
>>and includes several of his classics, such as "The Call of Cthulhu", "The
>>Colour Out of Space", "The Dunwich Horror", and my personal favorite,
>>"The Whisperer in Darkness" (Fungi from Yuggoth kick.).
>
>This is NOT a new release. It has been out for several years at least. It
>is the companion volume to Del Rey's reissues of HPL books and contains
>the rest of his work except for the poems and Herbert West:Re-animator.

I have recently gotten interested in Lovecraft, and I have read or looked
at most of his works. I'm puzzled at the manner in which Del Rey has
collected his short stories. A large number of stories appear in more than
one book, which is silly. "The Tomb" for instance. Also, the story "The
Case of Charles Dexter Ward" is the only story in a very small book. I
think that besides Herbert in any of the current editions.

Jeffrey J. Miller
State University of NY at Buffalo

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 03:26:05 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Katherine MacLean

I just finished reading "Unhuman Sacrifice" by Katherine MacLean, out of an
anthology from the remaindered bookstore.  I thought it exceptional.  A
search of the ecard catalog only turns up a single book by her from 1975,
some seventeen years after the publication of this story.  Does anybody
have a bibliography of this author?

Eric Pepke
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute  
Florida State University                       
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052                     
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu 
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 07:11:53 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Katherine MacLean

pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) writes:
>I just finished reading "Unhuman Sacrifice" by Katherine MacLean, out of
>an anthology from the remaindered bookstore.  I thought it exceptional.  A
>search of the ecard catalog only turns up a single book by her from 1975,
>some seventeen years after the publication of this story.  Does anybody
>have a bibliography of this author?

She has at least three books that I know of:

1962  THE DIPLOIDS      [collection]
1962  COSMIC CHECKMATE  [novel]  collaboration with Charles de Vet
1975  MISSING MAN

I'll check other references for more.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 10:38:43 GMT
From: kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: Armageddon Rag

Last friday, I finished "Armageddon Rag" by George R.R. Martin.  IMHO, the
book is excellent, although the ending is a bit too much "wishful
thinking".

Two questions remained:

(1) Did George R.R. Martin use a real hard rock band as a model for the
    Nazgul (I mean the band playing a major part in the book, which
    obviously was named after Tolkien's famous ring wraiths)?  I'm not
    sure, but the Nazgul sometimes remind me to Black Sabbath and/or Blue
    Oyster Cult.

(2) IMHO, "Armageddon Rag" is not SF. It could be classified as "horror
    fiction", although there isn't much horror in it, either. Or did I miss
    a major point in the book?

Any comments?

Volkmar
kuhnle @ aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
psjeka1 @ zmcon2.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 15:37:19 GMT
From: uqt@libra.dnet.ge.com
Subject: Julian May

Does anyone know when May's new books (the sequel to the Pliocene Exile )
are coming out?  I think they are: Saint Jack the Bodiless and Ilusio
Diamond Mask

Thanks for the info.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 18:36:52 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Julian May

uqt@libra.dnet.ge.COM writes:
>Does anyone know when May's new books (the sequel to the Pliocene Exile )
>are coming out ?

No, no one does.  They were mentioned at the end of "The Adversary", but at
the time they hadn't really been written, as far as I know, only sketched
out.  I don't know if they've been written *yet*, much less sold and
scheduled for publication.  May clearly isn't a hack series author, a la
Eddings or Weis and Hickman; she doesn't crank out books one after another,
with each announced as the previous one goes to paper.  So settle in, you
might have a long wait.

>I think they are: Saint Jack the Bodiless and Ilusio Diamond Mask

The titles as announced were:
Jack the Bodiless
Diamond Mask
Magnificat

Who knows how that will have changed by the time they're done (if they ever
are).  "Intervention" wasn't even mentioned, probably wasn't even
conceived, when "The Adversary" was published.  Writer's plans have a way
of changing when they actually get to the writing.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 19:55:51 GMT
From: talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu (Tom Talavage)
Subject: Eric Frank Russell

A long time ago I was directed to a "rerelease" of some of the above's
works which were being published here in the USA again (_Sinister Barrier_,
_Three to Conquer_, _Next of Kin_, _WASP_, _Sentinels from Space_, and _The
Best of..._ -- I think I have the titles correct, they are at home, not
here).  I was very taken by them (maybe that was due to my youth or maybe
other people out there also like the author), but regardless, I would be
very interested in finding other works by Mr. Russell.  I chanced upon one
entitled _The Mindwarpers_ in a local bookstore (where else but Von's for
all of those here in charming W. Lafayette) which carried a printing date
of around 1977 (I seem to remember it as such).  Perchance there are other
books out by this fellow "think-tanker" of Ian Fleming?  I would appreciate
any titles that are known (or even vaguely remembered) as well as perhaps
any information on where in the world I might get a hold of one.  I don't
generally have time to make it to conventions so please don't give the
obvious response of "Go to your local convention..."  (and if that isn't
asking for such a response, I don't know what is.)  Thank you.

Thomas Talavage 
talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 07:23:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Eric Frank Russell

talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu (Tom Talavage) writes:
>A long time ago I was directed to a "rerelease" of some of the above's
>works which were being published here in the USA again (_Sinister
>Barrier_, _Three to Conquer_, _Next of Kin_, _WASP_, _Sentinels from
>Space_, and _The Best of..._ [...]  I would be very interested in finding
>other works by the Mr. Russell. [...]  I would appreciate any titles that
>are known (or even vaguely remembered)

DARK TIDES              LIKE NOTHING ON EARTH
DEEP SPACE              MEN, MARTIANS, AND MACHINES
DREADFUL SANCTUARY      SIX WORLDS YONDER
FAR STARS               SOMEWHERE A VOICE

(most of these are short story collections)

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 15:53:30 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu (David Markfield)
Subject: Zelazny

In response to an earlier question - yes here is at least one Zelazny fan.
Amber is GREAT(though I feel the newer books don't hold up as much to the
old ones) but don't stop there.  Zelazny has quite a few books, both novels
and short stories, out.  In addition to these you should check out the WILD
CARDS series edit by George RR Martin.  Zelazny's stories about Croyd
Crenson are IMHO the best thing about the series (OK, OK The Turtle and
Demise are pretty cool too).  In particular his very first story for the
series (it's in the first book), "The Sleeper" is "simply marvelous".

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 01:45:54 GMT
From: cellar!sherman@uunet.uu.net (Sherman Dorn)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

ILWN500@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU (David Markfield) writes:
> fan.  Amber is GREAT(though I feel the newer books don't hold up as much
> to the old ones) but don't stop there.  Zelazny has quite a few books,
> both novels and short stories, out.  

While some may kill me for heresy, I think Zelazny is at his best in short
story form.  It focuses his mind wonderfully [to borrow a morbid thought].

Sherman Dorn

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 03:58:23 GMT
From: gfletchr@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Gary Fletcher)
Subject: Re: Zelazny-Amber

frank@snowy.rice.edu (Franklin Tae-Sung Kang) writes:
> Is anyone out there a Roger Zelazny fan?  A friend of mine gave me the
> first book in his Amber series, Nine Princes of Amber, and I have become
> addicted.  Within a period of a week, I read that book, Knights of
> Shadows and everything in between!  Is the next book out yet??
> 
> Please email responses, and if others are interested, I'll post.

Yes, this series has continued and has done so for a very long time and
many books. There are five basic Amber novels which you will enjoy, the
second of which is by far the best (The Guns of Avalon). Unfortunately,
after bringing the series to a satisfactory close, Zelazny started it up
again with very, very poor results.

Gary Fletcher

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			 Films - Aliens (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 01:43:16 GMT
From: djgreeni@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Danielle J Greenidge)
Subject: Re: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

>I thought that the point of the first movie was that the aliens were an
>engineered species - a biological weapons system. The Nostromo happened
>upon the wreckage of a ship that had been destroyed by this weapons
>system.

If I remember correctly, the Nostromo received a signal from the wreakage
of the older ship, and not being able to translate its meaning, they sent a
crew to investigate. Based on Dark Horse's "Aliens: Earth War" which is a
comic book for those who didn't know, the ship's signal was an effort to
warn other spaceships to stay away from its wreakage. The ship's crew knew
about the Aliens and had hoped to isolate the aliens from other beings in
an effort to eliminate that species.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 16:50:30 GMT
From: greg_a@talos.pm.com (Greg Askew)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

grayt@Software.Mitel.COM (Tom Gray) writes:
>I thought that the point of the first movie was that the aliens were an
>engineered species - a biological weapons system. The Nostromo happened
>upon the wreckage of a ship that had been destroyed by this weapons
>system.  .

If you ever see the book "Giger's Alien", circa 1979, it has a lot of the
original artwork and design (drawings and photos) of the scenes and fx.
The book includes a chronlogical record of the evolution of the creature
and set designs. The book starts in Jul 77 and finishes in Sep 78, with an
entry for May 80 when H. R. Giger receives an oscar for Visual fx.

Greg Askew
uunet!uupsi!pbs!npri6!talos!greg_a

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 15:29:02 GMT
From: whartonb@p4.cs.man.ac.uk
Subject: THE ALIEN III SAGA CONTINUES

Just got back on-line to find rather a lot of talk on Alien III which
seemed to go over ground that had been answered in the past by myself and
others. I think it's time to write a history-of-Alien III posting to be
periodically sent to the group so we can all save ourselves a lot of
hassle. Infact I want to write an article on the whole circus but that can
only happen if people are willing to talk - highly unlikely in a community
which depends so much on not stepping on anybody's toes.

Anyway, I digress.

The latest word, and hopefully final word on the screenplay for Alien III
is that it is written by Walter Hill and David Giler.

Surprise, Surprise. :-)

[Hill and Giler are two of the three men (the other being Gordon Carrol)
who comprise Brandywine Productions, the "company" who make the Alien
series . NOTE: I've received a letter from Tim Zinnemann who is an
executive producer on the project so whether he's now part of Brandywine,
replaced Carrol or is there to lend whatever experience/knowledge/power/
connections he may have is a mystery to me]

Apparently, since inception, the project has had around 10 writers working
on the script.

What the latest development tends to confirm is that if there isn't a
powerful writer-director or director/writer relationship on the scene then
Hill and Giler are going to make the script their own.  They'll hire and
fire any number of writers to produce ideas, revised drafts, re-writes etc
until they have what they want. They'll then mix n' match their favourites,
strip them down to "the essentials", polish and rarify the dialogue and
then slap their names on the title page. All this screwing around with
peoples' lives because they will not/cannot commission a good writer with
good ideas and a love of the Alien universe in the first place.

"Welcome to Hollywood!"

I could be wrong. Hill and Giler could have written a new story, totally
removed from that conceived by Vincent Ward (the last director to be on the
project before the current David Fincher), but I doubt it.

I didn't manage to gain permission to visit the set (shooting should start
soon) because they're keeping it totally closed, closed that is unless
you're Don Shay (editor of Cinefex), David Fincher's brother etc. etc.

Ben Wharton
University of Manchester
JANET:  whartonb@uk.ac.man.cs.p4
INTERNET: whartonb%p4.cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.cuny.edu
BITNET/EARN:  whartonb%p4%cs.man.ac.uk@UKACRL.BITNET
UUCP: ...!uunet!cunyvm.cuny.edu!cs.man.ac.uk!p4!whartonb

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 91 22:46:15 GMT
From: mce@tc.fluke.com (Brian McElhinney)
Subject: Re: Gibson and Alien III - Status Anyone?

cah@jpl-devvax.JPL.NASA.GOV (Allen Halsell) writes:
> The last time I read any of William Gibson's work I thought I also read
> that he was working on the screenplay for Alien III.  What with all the
> attention _Aliens_ has gotten lately I though I'd ask - what gives?  Does
> anyone know if this is still (or was ever) true, who are the
> producer/director/studio, any probable plot lines?  Is S. Weaver still
> interested?

For what it's worth, a friend-of-a-friend read the Gibson script.  It had
some interesting ideas (the aliens made it to Earth, I believe), some
really bad dialog (in his opinion), and did not star a female protagonist.
When Weaver agreed to do the movie, Gibson's script was dropped.  Oh, and
the alternate script keeps the action away from Earth (ALIENS III: In Space
No One Can Hear You Scream "Not Again You Stupid Twits!").
 
Brian McElhinney
mce@tc.fluke.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 00:51:00 GMT
From: kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: "Alien": Is methane toxic to them?

An old argument has resurfaced, but this time I have you Netters to turn to
for help.
    Scene: In the original "Alien", right towards the very end, when the
Alien is all snuggled up in the machinery on the shuttle/lifeboat, and
Ripley has managed to get suited up...got it?
    Okay, now, Ripley sits down at this control panel with a series of
buttons, and she begins to press them. As she does so, various spurts of
gases are seen, spraying the Alien. When she presses one, (either the third
or fourth, I think the fourth), the spray seems to drive the Alien berserk,
it slithers out of the machinery, and the rest is history, got it?
    The question is WHAT WERE THOSE BUTTONS?  More specifically, what was
that fourth button, the one that the Alien couldn't stand? When I watched
the movie, I could've sworn I saw little chemical formulae next to the
buttons, and I thought the zinger was methane which would sort of make
sense, as the atmosphere of the planet was mostly methane, and the viable
Alien eggs were under some sort of protective field. It makes sense,
plotwise, then, to say that methane is toxic or inhibitory or irritating to
Aliens. Does *anyone* know the story here?  Is there something in the
script, or the book, or anywhere, that explains what this was all about?
Anyone with a really top-notch freeze-frame on their VCR? 8-)

Doug Yanega
KUENTO@UKANVAX 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 09:21:46 GMT
From: k113651@lehtori.tut.fi (Karhu Jouni)
Subject: Re: "Alien": Is methane toxic to them?

kuento@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
>An old argument has resurfaced, but this time I have you Netters to
>turn to for help. 
> (Stuff deleted)
>    Okay, now, Ripley sits down at this control panel with a series of
>buttons, and she begins to press them. As she does so, various spurts of
>gases are seen, spraying the Alien. When she presses one, (either the
>third or fourth, I think the fourth), the spray seems to drive the Alien
>berserk, it slithers out of the machinery, and the rest is history, got
>it?
> (More stuff deleted)
>
>    The question is WHAT WERE THOSE BUTTONS?  More specifically, what was
>that fourth button, the one that the Alien couldn't stand?

I thought the sprays were the same stuff used in the lifeboat's hypersleep
chamber. Some sort of freon. All the spurts were of the same stuff, but the
first three or so didn't hit the Alien. Apparently the Aliens don't like
cold (in Aliens their nest was placed under the heat exchanger, where there
was a lot of heat).

k113651@cc.tut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 13:17:45 GMT
From: joan@ocean.med.unc.edu (Joan Shields)
Subject: Re: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

In the film ALIEN, Ripely also figures out that the message from the alien
(space jockey) ship was a warning.  This occured while the others were
exploring the outside.  I don't think Ripely mentions it again; hopefully
they will deal with it in more detail in ALIENS III.

Joan

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 16:29:07 GMT
From: whartonb@p4.cs.man.ac.uk
Subject: Re: "Alien": Is methane toxic to them?

Doug Yanega wrote:
>The question is WHAT WERE THOSE BUTTONS?  More specifically, what was that
>fourth button, the one that the Alien couldn't stand? When I watched the
>movie, I could've sworn I saw little chemical formulae next to the
>buttons, and I thought the zinger was methane...which would sort of make
>sense, as the atmosphere of the planet was mostly methane, and the viable
>Alien eggs were under some sort of protective field. It makes sense,
>plotwise, then, to say that methane is toxic or inhibitory or irritating
>to Aliens. Does *anyone* know the story here?  Is there something in the
>script, or the book, or anywhere, that explains what this was all about?
>Anyone with a really top-notch freeze-frame on their VCR? 8-)

Yes you were correct about spotting the chemical formula on the buttons, I
saw Alien recently in 70mm but, unfortunately the cinema projector didn't
have freeze frame. :-(

Obviously(?) the buttons controlled release valves on the chemicals used to
run the life support systems of the Narcissus.

I think the most likely answer is not that Methane or whatever irritates
the creature but that any liquified gas (most probably at a very sub-zero
temp) hitting an animal of any decription is going to give it an incentive
to move.

I can't remember whether the screenplay detailed Ripley's actions or not to
the degree you require.

Ben Wharton
University of Manchester
JANET:  whartonb@uk.ac.man.cs.p4
INTERNET: whartonb%p4.cs.man.ac.uk@cunyvm.cuny.edu
BITNET/EARN:  whartonb%p4%cs.man.ac.uk@UKACRL.BITNET
UUCP: ...!uunet!cunyvm.cuny.edu!cs.man.ac.uk!p4!whartonb

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 22:56:00 GMT
From: LAS4103@tntech.bitnet
Subject: Aliens III

Well, the general storyline of ALIENS III seems obvious to me, in a sort of
derived way.  In the first story we encounter a single ALIEN, on board the
starship of some evidently advanced alien civilization.  One alien, so
therefore the title ALIEN.  In the next one we encounter the offspring of
the mother creature and therefore we have ALIENS.  Now, if we continue
along those lines it seems obvious that the next story will almost have to
be titled ALIENS', denoting something belonging to them - their homeworld.
Obviously, with BEMs like that running around civilizied space no one is
going to be safe for long.

Several questions come to mind on this topic that are bothering me,
generally concerned with the alien starship of the first movie.  Who ARE
these people?  Were the aliens some horrible genetic experiment gone wrong
or just a couple of incidental passengers picked up by accident?  Two
things would seem to suggest genetic engineering: the uncanny resemblance
of the aliens to the design of the alien ship and the huge, made-for-order
looking cargo bay they were in.  No doubt the original makers didn't think
of this and it was by accident but it seems to fit nicely along with
everything.  Also, again, who ARE these alien astronauts?  Where was the
mother creature hidding out in the first story?  WHAT HAPPENED TO THE ALIEN
SHIP LEFT ON THAT PLANET FOR ALL THOSE DECADES???  Can you imagine the
possibilities of using ITS technology, starcharts, etc.?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 22:37:33 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

djgreeni@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Danielle J Greenidge) writes:
>... [reference missing] writes:
>>I thought that the point of the first movie was that the aliens were an
>>engineered species - a biological weapons system. The Nostromo happened
>>upon the wreckage of a ship that had been destroyed by this weapons
>>system.

Where did you get the information that the alien was genetically
engineered?  Until we are told that, let's not assume it.

>If I remember correctly, the Nostromo received a signal from the wreakage
>of the older ship, and not being able to translate its meaning, they sent
>a crew to investigate. Based on Dark Horse's "Aliens: Earth War" which is
>a comic book for those who didn't know, the ship's signal was an effort to
>warn other spaceships to stay away from its wreakage. The ship's crew knew
>about the Aliens and had hoped to isolate the aliens from other beings in
>an effort to eliminate that species.

You sound a bit confused here.  The Nostromo crew did not know of the
nature of the transmission until after they landed, when Ripley got
something out of running the transmission through ACIU, discovering that it
was not an SOS, but a warning.  Apparently the Company knew already that it
was not an SOS, and thus replaced the normal science officer shortly before
the Nostromo left Gateway with the android Ash.  According to the Aliens:
Earth War issue, which takes place shortly after the movie Aliens (with the
military vessel Sulaco) another ship followed the Sulaco, with different
motives.  From this storyline it is revealed that Ash did NOT lose the
signal, and was able to transmit all the information he gathered back to
Earth before Ripley returned.  This causes many many problems with the
storyline of the comic series, and I believe there is a part that almost,
but not quite, directly contradicts something in one of the movies.

IMHO, Aliens: Earth War wasn't done very well, narratively or artistically,
except for the cover art.  I still much prefer the second Aliens series of
theirs, and feel that the first issue was done with the perfect amount of
darkness, whereas they felt it was too dark.

greg@hoss.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 04:25:13 GMT
From: daniels@bigred.enet.dec.com
Subject: Re: "Alien": Is methane toxic to them?

>>>    The question is WHAT WERE THOSE BUTTONS?  More specifically, what
>>>was that fourth button, the one that the Alien couldn't stand?

I think the point was not what that button released.  The Alien was capable
of adapting to any atmosphere.  What Ripley was trying to do (apparently
with some success) was rapidly change the alien's environment so that it
would be unable to adapt to the substances in the atmosphere.  The reason
nothing happened until she hit the fourth button was because up until that
point, the alien was having no trouble adapting to the gases which were
being spewed out at it.

Ripley was not trying to find a substance which was poisonous to the
creature.  She was trying to confuse, and possibly burn out its extremely
adaptable metabolism.

Brad

------------------------------

From: f0j@sage.cc.purdue.edu (David Gardner)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

The following was taken from Premiere magazine (October or November) and
the Indianapolis Star:

William Gibson's screenplay for Alien III has been scrapped.  It was only
intended for use if Ridley Scott agreed to direct again.  The plot
reportedly had the Company crossbreeding aliens and humans for use as
soldiers in a siege on a Communist planet.  Ripley would not have appeared,
except in a possible cameo.

Renny Harlin was then brought in to direct on a $1.5 million "play-or- pay"
contract (he got the money regardless if the movie was made).  The plot
under his direction would have the aliens invade Earth.  However, he left
the project.

Now, music video director David Fincher (Madonna's Vogue) is slated to
direct with a screenplay by Nicholas Ward (?), the writer-director of the
New Zealand film, The Navigator.  The plot has Ripley rescuing a space
monestary(!) where the aliens have crashlanded.

Finally, 20th Century Fox has set no release date.  The company owns the
rights for both Alien III and IV.
 
Dave Gardner
f0j@sage.cc.purdue.edu        
gardneds@sage.cc.purdue.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 04:20:09 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.)
Subject: Re: Alien III

>Several questions come to mind on this topic that are bothering me,
>generally concerned with the alien starship of the first movie.  Who ARE
>these people?  Were the aliens some horrible genetic experiment gone wrong
>or just a couple of incidental passengers picked up by accident?  Two
>things would seem to suggest genetic engineering: the uncanny resemblance
>of the aliens to the design of the alien ship and the huge, made-for-order
>looking cargo bay they were in.  No doubt the original makers didn't

Now that's an interesting thought.  Another interesting thought is that if
another race had encountered the "shake-and-bake colony" atmosphere
processor, (if it hadn't been detonated) and the aliens had spread more
throughout the base, every hallway may have turned out looking like the
stuff they build.  Eventually the entire processor would look something
completely alien.  Perhaps even the exterior, command chairs, etc.

greg@hoss.unl.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Card & Cherryh (2 msgs) & Eddings (3 msgs) &
                   Kagan & Kay (2 msgs) & Lovecraft (4 msgs) & 
                   MacLean (2 msgs) & Martin & May (2 msgs) &
                   Russell (2 msgs) & Zelazny (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 13:21:57 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Orson Scott Card

I just got around to January's _Analog_, and began my 1st foray into OSC.
Is _Gloriously Bright_ typical of his style?  I'm curious since the
emotions of previous discussions have always been at a very high level
(either he's loved or hated), and my early impressions are that he's like
potato chips - can't stop reading, but I don't see much substance.  What am
I missing?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 15:59:39 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu (David Markfield)
Subject: C.J. Cherryh and Morgaine

While we're talking about Cherryh let's not forget some of her other works,
in particular the Morgaine series.

The Gate of Ivrel
Fires of Azeroth
Exile's Gate
Well of Shiun

(Hope I remembered the titles correctly).  All are quite enjoyable.
Especially the first one, Gate of Ivrel, and the new one, Exile's Gate.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 17:43:01 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com (Aron Insinga  22-Jan-1991 1132)
Subject: Cherryh

schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk) writes:
>I may be mis-remembering this, but I vaguely recall that Cherryh is
>partially a pseudonym.

Yes, her name is/was actually Carolyn J. (Janice?) Cherry and I believe
that using C.J. Cherryh (first initial and adding an 'h') was suggested by
the publisher in order to increase sales of her books to males in certain
age brackets or countries/cultures.  I believe that she has also said that
using her first initial makes the name shorter and hence the type can be
larger on the book covers.

FWIW, the artist, David Cherry, is her brother and does not spell his name
with an 'h'.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 19:43:32 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Eddings manic

Alright, does anyone know where The Seeress of Kell has gotten to?  When is
it coming out?  I have been trying to pass the time with his other series
in the Elenium, but finding too many parallels to the Malloreon series.
Does anyone else see this or is this all just his style, like Moorcock?

Thanks in advance.

Janet

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 22:29:33 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Eddings manic

I understand that the Seeress of Kell should be out Februaryish.

As for the Elenium, there may be similarities to the Belgariad and
Mallorean, but that is probably due to Eddings "style", somewhat
grandiose, epic-adventure style.  I've only read the Diamond Throne (have
had no time for Ruby Knight yet).  I understand that he was aiming for a
more "serious" fantasy than his previous works, but I don't think that the
Elenium is as good.  I think that the characters fall too flat, and I don't
relate to them nearly as well as the characters in the Belgariad and
Mallorean.  Still, the Diamond Throne made for a good read when there was
nothing better to do.  I'll get around to the Ruby Knight someday.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 00:34:30 GMT
From: jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (James J Johnson)
Subject: Re: Eddings manic

   According to a source (not necessarily reliable) on the Science Fiction
discussion group on Prodigy, it whould be out in hardcover in June or July
of 1991.  I hear Eddings had a heart attack that sort of slowed work down.

James Johnson
jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 18:10:48 GMT
From: V1237G%TEMPLEVM@pucc.princeton.edu (RICHARD HOENES)
Subject: JANET KAGAN

I recently began reading Janet Kagan's _Hellspark_ and am enjoying it
very much.  It reminds me a lot of Heinlein.  Unfortunately it did not
contain an 'other books by the author section'.  The cover did mention
_Uhura's Song_.  Are there any others?

Richard Hoenes

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 23:36:42 GMT
From: tony4@engr.engr.mun.ca (Anthony H. Galway)
Subject: TIGANA -- Guy Gavriel Kay

***Spoiler warning ***

   Hello, I read Tigana a couple of weeks ago, and am particularly pissed
off with the ending. Why do the hero's Devin, Sandre, and Baerd see a
riskele. When three men see the riskele then one will be blessed, one will
fork, and one will die. This ending of the book really confuses me.
   WHY!!!

Anthony H Galway 
tony4@garfield.cs.mun.ca (UNIX)           
tony4@engr.engr.mun.ca (VMS)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 17:33:12 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: TIGANA -- Guy Gavriel Kay

***Spoiler Warning***

tony4@engr.engr.mun.ca (Anthony H. Galway):
>Hello, I read Tigana a couple of weeks ago, and am particularly pissed off
>with the ending. Why do the hero's Devin, Sandre, and Baerd see a riskele.
>When three men see the riskele then one will be blessed, one will fork,
>and one will die. This ending of the book really confuses me.

I thought it was a wonderful ending.  It connects to one of the earlier
high points of the book, it gives us a broad hint of what will become of
three of the protagonists, and it effectively closes the *story* while
making it clear that the *characters* still have (or, given the
circumstances, again have) future stories of their own.  (Not to be
confused with sequels.)

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 19:45:00 GMT
From: MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.bitnet
Subject: Lovecraft Revisited

   I stand corrected about _Illuminatus!_. I got my copy back over the
weekend, and took a good look through it. I recognized more of the stuff
now that I've actually *read* some of Lovecraft's work. The _Call_
_Of_Cthulhu_ game rulebook also proved to be helpful in spotting Mythos
references from stuff I hadn't read. Still, I'm not sure Lovecraft would
have approved.
   Any Lovecraft fans will be happy to note that a new collection of his
work has been released (as far as I know it's new, anyway). It's called
_The_Best_Of_H.P._Lovecraft-Bloodcurdling_Tales_Of_Horror_And_The_Macabre,
and includes several of his classics, such as "The Call of Cthulhu", "The
Colour Out of Space", "The Dunwich Horror", and my personal favorite, "The
Whisperer in Darkness" (Fungi from Yuggoth kick.). It's amazing how much
SF is in some of these stories (a lot of the creatures are aliens of some
sort, Yuggoth for example being Pluto, a relatively new discovery in
Lovecraft's time).

Mark Kinney
Western Kentucky University
MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 22:37:46 GMT
From: SAREK@brownvm.brown.edu (Garrett Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #20

If postulating the existence of a Lovecraft creature makes a story a Mythos
story, is _Focault's_Pendulum_ a Mythos novel? :-) (tongue placed firmly in
cheek)

Garrett Fitzgerald
sarek@brownvm.brown.edu
pangea@brownvm.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 00:14:31 GMT
From: n8442349@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu (Joy and/or Corey)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft Revisited

MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.BITNET writes:
>Any Lovecraft fans will be happy to note that a new collection of his work
>has been released (as far as I know it's new, anyway). It's called
>_The_Best_Of_H.P._Lovecraft-Bloodcurdling_Tales_Of_Horror_And_The_Macabre,
>and includes several of his classics, such as "The Call of Cthulhu", "The
>Colour Out of Space", "The Dunwich Horror", and my personal favorite, "The
>Whisperer in Darkness" (Fungi from Yuggoth kick.).

This is NOT a new release. It has been out for several years at least. It
is the companion volume to Del Rey's reissues of HPL books and contains the
rest of his work except for the poems and Herbert West:Re-animator.

Joy Ralph or
Corey Nelson
n8442349@unicorn.wwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 03:31:37 GMT
From: v133q3xc@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Jeffrey J Miller)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft Revisited

n8442349@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu (Joy and/or Corey) writes:
>MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.BITNET writes:
>>Any Lovecraft fans will be happy to note that a new collection of his
>>work has been released (as far as I know it's new, anyway). It's called
>>_The_Best_Of_H.P._Lovecraft-Bloodcurdling_Tales_Of_Horror_And_The_Macabre,
>>and includes several of his classics, such as "The Call of Cthulhu", "The
>>Colour Out of Space", "The Dunwich Horror", and my personal favorite,
>>"The Whisperer in Darkness" (Fungi from Yuggoth kick.).
>
>This is NOT a new release. It has been out for several years at least. It
>is the companion volume to Del Rey's reissues of HPL books and contains
>the rest of his work except for the poems and Herbert West:Re-animator.

I have recently gotten interested in Lovecraft, and I have read or looked
at most of his works. I'm puzzled at the manner in which Del Rey has
collected his short stories. A large number of stories appear in more than
one book, which is silly. "The Tomb" for instance. Also, the story "The
Case of Charles Dexter Ward" is the only story in a very small book. I
think that besides Herbert in any of the current editions.

Jeffrey J. Miller
State University of NY at Buffalo

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 03:26:05 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Katherine MacLean

I just finished reading "Unhuman Sacrifice" by Katherine MacLean, out of an
anthology from the remaindered bookstore.  I thought it exceptional.  A
search of the ecard catalog only turns up a single book by her from 1975,
some seventeen years after the publication of this story.  Does anybody
have a bibliography of this author?

Eric Pepke
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute  
Florida State University                       
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052                     
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu 
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 07:11:53 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Katherine MacLean

pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) writes:
>I just finished reading "Unhuman Sacrifice" by Katherine MacLean, out of
>an anthology from the remaindered bookstore.  I thought it exceptional.  A
>search of the ecard catalog only turns up a single book by her from 1975,
>some seventeen years after the publication of this story.  Does anybody
>have a bibliography of this author?

She has at least three books that I know of:

1962  THE DIPLOIDS      [collection]
1962  COSMIC CHECKMATE  [novel]  collaboration with Charles de Vet
1975  MISSING MAN

I'll check other references for more.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 10:38:43 GMT
From: kuhnle@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: Armageddon Rag

Last friday, I finished "Armageddon Rag" by George R.R. Martin.  IMHO, the
book is excellent, although the ending is a bit too much "wishful
thinking".

Two questions remained:

(1) Did George R.R. Martin use a real hard rock band as a model for the
    Nazgul (I mean the band playing a major part in the book, which
    obviously was named after Tolkien's famous ring wraiths)?  I'm not
    sure, but the Nazgul sometimes remind me to Black Sabbath and/or Blue
    Oyster Cult.

(2) IMHO, "Armageddon Rag" is not SF. It could be classified as "horror
    fiction", although there isn't much horror in it, either. Or did I miss
    a major point in the book?

Any comments?

Volkmar
kuhnle @ aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
psjeka1 @ zmcon2.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 15:37:19 GMT
From: uqt@libra.dnet.ge.com
Subject: Julian May

Does anyone know when May's new books (the sequel to the Pliocene Exile )
are coming out?  I think they are: Saint Jack the Bodiless and Ilusio
Diamond Mask

Thanks for the info.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 18:36:52 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Julian May

uqt@libra.dnet.ge.COM writes:
>Does anyone know when May's new books (the sequel to the Pliocene Exile )
>are coming out ?

No, no one does.  They were mentioned at the end of "The Adversary", but at
the time they hadn't really been written, as far as I know, only sketched
out.  I don't know if they've been written *yet*, much less sold and
scheduled for publication.  May clearly isn't a hack series author, a la
Eddings or Weis and Hickman; she doesn't crank out books one after another,
with each announced as the previous one goes to paper.  So settle in, you
might have a long wait.

>I think they are: Saint Jack the Bodiless and Ilusio Diamond Mask

The titles as announced were:
Jack the Bodiless
Diamond Mask
Magnificat

Who knows how that will have changed by the time they're done (if they ever
are).  "Intervention" wasn't even mentioned, probably wasn't even
conceived, when "The Adversary" was published.  Writer's plans have a way
of changing when they actually get to the writing.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 19:55:51 GMT
From: talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu (Tom Talavage)
Subject: Eric Frank Russell

A long time ago I was directed to a "rerelease" of some of the above's
works which were being published here in the USA again (_Sinister Barrier_,
_Three to Conquer_, _Next of Kin_, _WASP_, _Sentinels from Space_, and _The
Best of..._ -- I think I have the titles correct, they are at home, not
here).  I was very taken by them (maybe that was due to my youth or maybe
other people out there also like the author), but regardless, I would be
very interested in finding other works by Mr. Russell.  I chanced upon one
entitled _The Mindwarpers_ in a local bookstore (where else but Von's for
all of those here in charming W. Lafayette) which carried a printing date
of around 1977 (I seem to remember it as such).  Perchance there are other
books out by this fellow "think-tanker" of Ian Fleming?  I would appreciate
any titles that are known (or even vaguely remembered) as well as perhaps
any information on where in the world I might get a hold of one.  I don't
generally have time to make it to conventions so please don't give the
obvious response of "Go to your local convention..."  (and if that isn't
asking for such a response, I don't know what is.)  Thank you.

Thomas Talavage 
talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 07:23:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Eric Frank Russell

talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu (Tom Talavage) writes:
>A long time ago I was directed to a "rerelease" of some of the above's
>works which were being published here in the USA again (_Sinister
>Barrier_, _Three to Conquer_, _Next of Kin_, _WASP_, _Sentinels from
>Space_, and _The Best of..._ [...]  I would be very interested in finding
>other works by the Mr. Russell. [...]  I would appreciate any titles that
>are known (or even vaguely remembered)

DARK TIDES              LIKE NOTHING ON EARTH
DEEP SPACE              MEN, MARTIANS, AND MACHINES
DREADFUL SANCTUARY      SIX WORLDS YONDER
FAR STARS               SOMEWHERE A VOICE

(most of these are short story collections)

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 15:53:30 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu (David Markfield)
Subject: Zelazny

In response to an earlier question - yes here is at least one Zelazny fan.
Amber is GREAT(though I feel the newer books don't hold up as much to the
old ones) but don't stop there.  Zelazny has quite a few books, both novels
and short stories, out.  In addition to these you should check out the WILD
CARDS series edit by George RR Martin.  Zelazny's stories about Croyd
Crenson are IMHO the best thing about the series (OK, OK The Turtle and
Demise are pretty cool too).  In particular his very first story for the
series (it's in the first book), "The Sleeper" is "simply marvelous".

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 01:45:54 GMT
From: cellar!sherman@uunet.uu.net (Sherman Dorn)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

ILWN500@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU (David Markfield) writes:
> fan.  Amber is GREAT(though I feel the newer books don't hold up as much
> to the old ones) but don't stop there.  Zelazny has quite a few books,
> both novels and short stories, out.  

While some may kill me for heresy, I think Zelazny is at his best in short
story form.  It focuses his mind wonderfully [to borrow a morbid thought].

Sherman Dorn

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 03:58:23 GMT
From: gfletchr@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Gary Fletcher)
Subject: Re: Zelazny-Amber

frank@snowy.rice.edu (Franklin Tae-Sung Kang) writes:
> Is anyone out there a Roger Zelazny fan?  A friend of mine gave me the
> first book in his Amber series, Nine Princes of Amber, and I have become
> addicted.  Within a period of a week, I read that book, Knights of
> Shadows and everything in between!  Is the next book out yet??
> 
> Please email responses, and if others are interested, I'll post.

Yes, this series has continued and has done so for a very long time and
many books. There are five basic Amber novels which you will enjoy, the
second of which is by far the best (The Guns of Avalon). Unfortunately,
after bringing the series to a satisfactory close, Zelazny started it up
again with very, very poor results.

Gary Fletcher

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 11 Dec 90 14:55:06 GMT
From: marks@umiacs.umd.edu (Mark A. Schleifer)
Subject: BALTICON 25

				Balticon 25
				     
			    March 29 to 31 1991

			Marriott's Hunt Valley Inn
			      245 Shawan Road
			   Hunt Valley, Maryland

			     GOH:  Nancy Kress

			    Art GOH:  Tom Canty

			   Filk GOH:  Kathy Mar

WE WANT BLOOD!!: There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive on Saturday from 10
AM to 4 PM.  This will take place in the Garden Room - look for the signs.
The Red Cross has assured us that they usually have a free gift for anyone
who donates on Easter Weekend.
(P.S.  Our resident vampire, Marty has promised to be the first being in
line.)

ART SHOW and PRINT SHOP: Artists are asked to preregister by _MAIL ONLY_.
For registration info and rules of the show, check the appropriate interest
box on the registration form.

CONTESTS: We will have a Young Adult Writing Contest and a Short Video
Contest this year.  If you are interested, please check the appropriate
box(es).  The Video Contest deadline is February 28, 1991.  The Young Adult
Writers Contest deadline is January 1, 1991.

VOLUNTEERS: We always need volunteers.  Hours worked prior to noon on
Thursday, after noon on Sunday or during the hard-to-staff 4 AM to 8 AM
shift on Saturday and Sunday will count double towards your Berserker
T-Shirt!

VINTAGE BALLROOM DANCING: Formal attire is appreciated, but not required.
Come to learn and enjoy.

INTERACTIVE LITERATURE: The Interactive Literature Event will be "Help, The
Paranoids Are After Me!", based on the popular role playing game PARANOIA.
The game will run from 5:00 PM, Friday, to 2:00 PM, Sunday.  Preregistered
players will receive their characters one to two weeks before the game.  No
knowledge of PARANOIA is required.  For more info, send to: PARANOIA Game,
P.O. Box 17586, Arlington, VA 22216 or call Mike Young at (301) 997-9581.
PARANOIA (r), (tm), & (c) 1984 - 1990 West End Games (WEG).  All rights
reserved.  Trademarks of WEG used by permission.

HOTEL: Our hotel this year is Marriott's Hunt Valley Inn, 245 Shawan Road,
Hunt Valley, MD 21031 (301) 785-7000.  Reservations by hotel card sent with
your receipt or call the hotel.  You _MUST_ mention Balticon to get the
convention rates.  The pool and deli/ice cream shop will be open late.

COMPUTER GAMING (by The Computer Guild): Look for several interactive games
on Macintoshes and MS-DOS machines this year, as well as your old
favorites.  Stop by.

BABYSITTING: There will be day and night babysitting by preregistration
ONLY!  Professional providers will be hired on the basis of the number of
kids preregistered.  For information, please check the appropriate box.
This was REALLY popular for the last couple of years, and there will be
some spaces available for overnight sitting again this year, so be sure to
reserve your space early!

WRITERS WORKSHOP: There will again be a writers workshop this year.
Preregistration for this event is required.  Please check the right box for
info.

MASQUERADE: The masquerade will be held on Friday, starting at 9:30 PM in
the Valley Ballroom.  This is one of the largest con masquerades on the
East Coast and one of the most enjoyable for contestants and audience
alike.  You can register at the Con up until 7:00 PM on Friday.  If you
check the appropriate box on the pre-registration form a copy of the
masquerade rules and a masquerade registration form will be sent.  As
usual, we will have a full stage, stage lighting, good sound, and probably
bad vampire jokes.  We really want to see first time contestants.

GAMING (by GLOBE): A wide variety of role-playing and board games will be
available.  These are open events, so join as a player or as a gamemaster.
These events will be running 24 hours per day during the convention.

PROGRAMMING: We try to have something for everyone.  If you have a
brilliant programming idea in any category (i.e., masquerade, science, fan,
children's, late night, etc.) send it to us in care of the Program
Coordinator at the P.O.  Box.

Post-Con: All T-Shirts ordered must be picked up in the Dealer's Room, any
not picked up will be mailed if proper postage is provided.

PLUS: Filking, Fan Programs, Authors, Art Programming, Movies, Panels,
Science Programming, Costuming, Art Auction, Children's Programming,
Autograph Table, and a Bardic Circle.  A Teleconference with the President
of the GDANSK KLUB FANTASKYI is scheduled.

Mark A. Schleifer  
UMIACS
Univ. of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742
marks@umiacs.umd.edu
uunet!mimsy!umiacs!marks
+1-301-405-6746

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 90 21:26:56 GMT
From: bicker@cbnewsi.att.com
Subject: I-CON X Convention

                           I  -   C  O  N     X

                  The East Coast's Largest Convention of
                        Science Fact,
                                 Fiction,
                                      and Fantasy

                            April 19-21, 1991
              State University, Stony Brook, Long Island, NY

                       Guest-of-Honor: Dan Simmons
             Author of the Hugo Award winning novel Hyperion

                      Special Guest: Jonathon Frakes
        Commander William Riker on Star Trek: The Next Generation

                         Special Guest: Tom Baker
                                Doctor Who

                Science Guest-of-Honor: Robert L. Forward

            Science and Technology Special Guest: Deke Slayton
                       Mercury and Apollo Astronaut

                    Gaming Guest-of-Honor: Ken Rolston
                          Co-creator of Paranoia

       Gaming Special Guest: Gary Gygax (Creator of Dungeons & Dragons)

         Gaming Special Guest: Steve Jackson (Developer of GURPS)

                Artist Guests: Jill Bauman, Doug Beekman,
                Tom Kidd, Ron Walotsky, and Gahan Wilson.

       Special Guest: Guy Vardeman (from Paramount's Star Trek Office)
               bringing slides and behind-the-scenes stories

                                  Films:
                            (To be announced)

       In addition to the personal appearances, panels and film
       program, I-CON features an Art Show, Meet the Pros Parties,
       dealers' rooms, writers' workshops, autograph party, no-
       minimum-bid auctions, gaming, filksinging, japanimation,
       model rocketry, gaming tournaments, sneak previews of
       upcoming films, videos, stargazing, ...

       Furthermore, there will be several special events:

       I-CON Awards Banquet:         Our annual presentation of the
                                     Gallun Award. Dinner.  Sat.
                                     5:30 pm, 

       Others                        To be announced.

For more information:
   I-CON
   P.O. Box 550
   Stony Brook, NY  11790

or send email to bicker@hoqam.ATT.COM.
Please do not call.  But if you call, at least leave a phone number so I
can get back to you.

Brian Charles Kohn
Quality Management System
AT&T Bell Laboratories Quality Process Center
(908) 949-5850
att!hoqax!bicker
bicker@hoqax.ATT.COM

------------------------------

Date:     Thu, 27 Dec 90 12:10:11 CST
From: Rich Zellich <zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil>
Subject:  Update on 1991 St. Louis cons

February 1-3, 1991 (Missouri)

   CZARKON 6/NOAHSARKON. The Animals They Left Behind.  Sheraton Plaza,
   West Port Plaza, St. Louis County, MO; (314) 434-5010.  GoHs: Kevin
   Randle & Bob Cornett; AGoH: Dan Patterson; FGoH: Roger Tener.  The
   mid-west's original Adult Relaxacon - spectacles, extravaganzas,
   contests, events (incl. the new & improved Buns Contest, Fun With Fruit,
   the Sunny Day Show, game shows, slide shows, musical interludes, photo
   contest, and the Tucker Awards presentation).  Info: NoahsArkon, 1156
   Remley Court, University City, MO 63130; send SASE for info about art
   show, dealers room, or photo contest.

May 3-59, 1991 (Missouri)

   NAMETHATCON IV: NO CONTEST. Holiday Inn St. Louis Downtown, 811 N. 9th
   St., St. Louis, MO 63101;(800) 465-4329, local (314) 421-4000; specify
   if you intend to throw a party, so you get the right floor block.
   Sponsored by the St. Charles SF & Fantasy Society.  GoH: Robin W.
   Bailey; AGoH: Lucy A.  Synk; FGoH: Martha Beck; TM: Wilson "Bob" Tucker.
   Masquerade ball, filk singing, dealers, art show & auction, Friday
   evening play (original production), gaming, children's programing &
   masquerade; Babysitting will again be offered for a nominal fee.
   Writer's Workshop will be conducted by Mickey Zucker Reichart; a
   manuscript must be submitted 6 weeks in advance; for more info contact
   Stan Ward, 3640 Meadow Glen, St. Charles, MO 63303.  Valid photo
   driver's license required if you with to drink at the con.  Info:
   NameThatCon IV, c/o SCSF&FS, P.O. Box 575, St. Charles, MO 63302; (314)
   946-9147 (Cheryl Medley, Chair).

July 12-14, 1991 (Missouri)

   ARCHON 15. Henry VIII Best Western, 4690 N. Lindbergh, St. Louis, MO
   63044; (800) 325-1599 (outside MO), (800) 392-1600 (MO), (314) 731-3040
   15th Anniversary con, with all couples guests.  GoHs: Will Shetterley &
   Emma Bull; AGoHs: Steve & Fran Scherer; FGoHs: Jim & Kim Elmore; TM:
   Brian & Donna Thomsen.  Multiple tracks of panels, seminars, readings,
   Children's & Grand Masquerades, art show & auction, dealers room, pool
   party, gaming, children's programing track, Fri. night meet-the-pro's
   reception/dance and hall-costume contest, 2 24-hour video rooms plus
   Amateur Video Contest (for info, write John Donigan, 7480 Rupert, St.
   Louis, MO 63117), hospitality suite, more.  Free Pizza Party With the
   Pro's on Sunday for all volunteers who work 4 or more hours.  Dealer
   tbls: dealers limited to 2 tbls with a few special exceptions; Contact
   Ross Hathaway, 1156 Remley Court, St. Louis, MO 63130.  Art show info:
   contact Nancy Edwards, 1156 Remley Court, St. Louis, MO 63130.  Info:
   Archon 15, P.O. Box 50125, Clayton, MO 63105; Rich or Michelle Zellich
   (314) FAN-3026 after 4:00pm weekdays, after noon weekends.  Net:
   zellich@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL.

July 10-12, 1992 (Missouri)
   ARCHON 16. Henry VIII Best Western, 4690 N. Lindbergh, St. Louis, MO
   63044; (800) 325-1599 (outside MO), (800) 392-1600 (MO), (314) 731-3040
   Guests: TBA. Panels, seminars, readings, children's & grand masquerades,
   art show & auction, dealers room, pool party, gaming, children's
   programing track, Fri. night meet-the-pro's reception/dance and
   hall-costume contest, 2 24-hour video rooms, hospitality suite, more.
   Info: Archon 16, P.O. Box 50125, Clayton, MO 63105; Rich or Michelle
   Zellich (314) FAN-3026 after 4:00pm weekdays, after noon weekends.  Net:
   zellich@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 17:16:56 GMT
From: lmann@lectroid.sw.stratus.com (Mann)
Subject: Boskone 28 ** 2/15--2/17 ** Springfield, MA ** Mike Resnick, GoH

				Boskone 28

	    The New England Regional Science Fiction Convention
		  Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place and
	       Springfield Marriott Hotels, Springfield, MA
			   February 15--17, 1991

	   Mike Resnick          Ed Emsh          Brian Thomsen
	   Guest of Honor     Official Artist      Special Guest

Boskone has sold out the art show, the bazaar, has planned tracks of
interesting program, and has a few surprises in store.  Boskone 28 will
start off Friday night with a Meet-the-VIPs party in the Springfield
Marriott, and will end up Sunday night with story-telling by the camp fire
in the Sheraton Monarch Place.  There will be lots of activities and panels
along the way.  Did you ever want to see how a writer pitches a novel to a
publisher, and how a book contract is developed?  Learn about how aspects
of African tribal culture can be used in science fiction?  Hear about
neglected authors like Diana Wynne Jones, E.E.  Smith, and James Blish?
Find out about the current explosion of fairy tales being retold as adult
fantasy?  Join a guided tour of the art show?  Experience the fannish
inquisition?  These are just a few of the panels we've planned for the next
Boskone.

Confirmed Boskone program participants include Roger MacBride Allen, Lisa
Barnett, Tom Canty, Jeffrey Carver, Hal Clement, Bruce Coville, Tom
Doherty, John Douglas, Tom Easton, Lori Edison, Bob Eggleton, Moshe Feder,
Esther M.  Friesner, Greer Gilman, Steven Gould, David Hartwell, Jeff
Hecht, Peter Heck, Franklin Hummel, Jane Jewell, Anne Jordan, Michael
Kandel, Tom Kidd, Ellen Kushner, Laura J.  Mixon, Patrick Neilsen Hayden,
Teresa Neilsen Hayden, J.F.  Rivkin, Darrell Schweitzer, Melissa Scott,
Delia Sherman, Susan Shwartz, David A.  Smith, Sarah Smith, Allen Steele,
Judith Tarr, Michael Whelan, Sheila Williams, and Jane Yolen.

For more information, write to:
   Boskone 28
   NESFA
   Box G,
   MIT Branch PO
   Cambridge, MA 02139

Hotel rooms are still available in both the Sheraton and the Marriott.
You'll receive a hotel form within a few days of sending in your membership
request.  Boskone has activities for fans of all ages, including
babysitting and DragonsLair (activities for school-aged children).  Boskone
will be experimenting with some new ideas for the con suite this year.

Laurie_Mann@es.pubs.stratus.com
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP       

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 91 03:38:03 GMT
From: ph@ama-1.ama.caltech.edu (Paul Hardy)
Subject: Arisia

       ARISIA: New England's Most Diverse Science Fiction Convention

			  February 1st-3rd, 1991

	at the Vista International Hotel in Waltham, Massachusetts
				   
		      Guest of Honor: Jack L. Chalker
			  Artist GOH: Bob Walters

Arisia '91 is coming to the Boston Area at the easily accessible Vista
international Hotel in Waltham, MA.  Dedicated to promoting all aspects of
fandom, we will be hosting such events as Film & Video Programming,
masquerade Ball, Art Show & Sale, Amateur Video Contest, and of course the
ICEBREAKER for our Pre-registered Members.  Want more details?  Read on!

			   Propoganda or...
		     Why you should attend Arisia

Fun People!  Party and celebrate the genre with hundreds of your closest
friends.

Arisia Icebreaker Questionnaire will be sent to all Pre-registered Con
Members.  Fill it out and return it to receive a list of your 10 most and
10 least compatible Con Members; the other 1,479 are up to you.

Costumes Galore!  We strongly support costuming both in and out of
Masquerade.  We will be awarding prizes for hall costumes.  Weapons are
allowed subject to Massachusetts State Law and our rules.  Details will be
included in your pre-registration packet.

Huckster's selection will be even bigger and better.  A wealth of exotic
merchandise can be found in the Huckster's Room and on Dealer's Row in the
Con Suite. 

Gaming area available at all hours sane/otherwise.  There will be a
dedicated around the clock space, and a signup board will be available.
There will be scheduled gaming events and anyone running a scheduled event
can receive credit for up to 4 hours of Gopher time which is applied toward
a Team Arisia T-shirt.

Easily Accessible to everyone.  The Vista is right off of route 128/I-95
and parking is free.  We will provide shuttle service from the Alewife MBTA
station for those using public transportation.  If you are arriving by
plane at Logan Airport, speak with your airline about free helicopter
service to The Vista.

Film & Video Program from long long ago and theaters far far away.  Well
worth the trip to see outstanding works within the genre.

Amateur Video Contest is your chance to direct SF&F.  Please enquire about
our guidelines.

Support the Arts!  Delicate to demented to out of this dimension.  Arisia
offers an awesome Art Show with, of course, an auction to follow.

Live Plays and a Filk Concert will be held this year, complementing our
varied programming.  We encourage special interest groups to participate.

Panels and more Panels!  Controversial and mellow, serious and fun,
mainstream and offbeat; we have them all for your enjoyment and
edification.

Con-Suite with free munchies, where you can have "Fun with Light and
Sound."

			  Arisia Needs You!

Remember, Arisia is biomechanically powered, requiring a large number of
people to exist.  We are more than willing to show someone the ropes in an
area that interests them.  it can be more fun to work at a convention than
it is just to go to one.

Gophers receive the following benefits: all gophers have access to the
gopher hole, a place to relax and eat.  Anyone doing two or more hours of
work setup Thursday night or breakdown Sunday evening will receive a "Lens"
(irridescent button).  After 8 hours of duty, you will receive a Team
Arisia T-shirt.

		     Have we forgotten anything?
		 Please tell us.  We want your input.
		     This convention is for you.

For more information write to:

   Arisia Inc.
   1 Kendall Square
   Suite 322
   Cambridge, MA  02139

Our computer contact number is 617-364-1576 (8 bits, no parity, 1 stop bit,
1200 baud).
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - The Flash (2 msgs) & Star Trek (5 msgs) &
                       Battlestar Galactica (3 msgs) & 
                       Quantam Leap 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 06:24:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: The Flash

The Flash, The Video Ghost episode

I do believe we're making progress. Up until now, we've had ordinary-type
villains of no particular power. The Flash has been at personal risk far
too often, and he and Tina are getting nowhere, and aren't much fun while
they're not. I've been wishing, personally, that we could have some
super-villain types. I don't know who the Flash's traditional comic book
enemies have been, and I don't really care. I *do* want someone who can
come back again, and will prove a challenge to a Flash that isn't acting
like an idiot. (For example, this constant walking into traps. Geez, when
will he learn?) The Video Ghost qualifies.

As a special bonus, we now have a *second* "super"hero. Retired, mostly
unknown via the passage of time, and in a position to give the Flash some
much-needed subtlety. Something like the Dark Avenger, actually, a little.
I like him, a lot.

The science, even more so than usual, was totally bogus, but so is the
Flash himself. I don't think expecting scientific accuracy is reasonable,
and the style was good. Style is one thing this show has, and the Video
Ghost episode more than most. Showing the 1950's in black and white was
neat, I thought.

In sum, The Flash continues to be "light" SF, just around for fun, but the
new elements added this episode offer the *possibility* <hope hope cross
fingers> of a richer structure, enough so we might even start discussing
the episodes.

And if not, well, what the heck, I'm having fun.

Dave Howell
Whitman College       
Bitnet: HOWELL@WHITMAN
Internet: howell@whitman.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 91 21:32:30 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Flashy Suits

Read this in the paper last week.  TV Guide's ZAP awards gives a ZAP to the
Flash for his wardrobe.  They claim eight suits are used, costing 25
kilobucks each (or in the neighborhood thereof).  No wonder the show is
so expensive.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 90 03:01:56 GMT
From: GGGALA%WMVM1@vtvm2.cc.vt.edu (Lioth)
Subject: ST:TNG

ACONN@ruby.tufts.edu writes:
>While it is extremely true that dear beloved Wesley annoyed the heck out
>of everyone with his prepubescent goody-goody attitude, I think that the
>last episode showed what promise he had as a character.  One thing that
>has particularly annoyed me this season is that Wesley is always there to
>save the day (even when he makes the day piss-poor by zapping Mom into the
>bubble, think he was grounded anyone?).  Does anyone seriously think that
>a non-Academy educated Ensign would be given so much a run of the ship as
>the little tick-turd has had?  And how did he suddently get **so** damned
>smart?  It's like the weasley Wesley went into the HoloDeck (tm) with his
>old brain, and walked out of the program with his new one, all shiny and
>polished.

Wesley did not **just** get so smart.  He has been that smart for the
duration of the show.  The traveler pegged him as a prodigy.  The writers
didn't just make up the new and improved Wesely Crusher, he was **born**
that way.

I agree, he does have the disturbing abilty to always be there to fix the
problem that the Enterprise is having, but that doesn't really mean that he
is a "tick-turd."

>Next thing you know, Wesley will come back from Starfleet speaking twenty
>eight languages spewing off quotations from Billy Wigglestick (I goofed,
>that's Jean-Luc's role) and beating Data at silly calculus games.

Jean-Luc Picard is a very good captain.  Patrick Stewart has done an
excellent job as the captain, and I have the tendancy to believe in the
character.  Just how many captains do we have to compare him against?  I
would rate him far above William Shatner any day.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 10:09:39 GMT
From: U28037@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: ST-TNG

Today I was watching an episode of The Next Generation that I had taped
some time ago.  It was the episode "Yesterday's Enterprise" where the
Enterprise C comes forward through time and Tasha Yar also comes back.
When Tasha goes with NCC-1701-C back into the rift she gets killed along
with the rest of the crew.  My understanding is that the Enterprise C was
destoyed about 22 years before the time that the new episodes are taking
place.  If this is true, how could Tasha Yar have been on the show at all?
She wouldn't have been around even for the first episode when the
Enterprise D starts its mission.  Someone please shed some light on this
subject for me.

My second question has to deal with the cloaking device.  On one of the
original episodes of Star Trek Captain Kirk and Mr. Spock steal a cloaking
device from the Romulans.  In Star Trek IV the crew brings home a Klingon
Warbird with a cloaking device.  Finally, in Star Trek-TNG the Klingons are
now a part of the Federation.  Why, then, can't the ships of the Federation
detect a ship that is cloaked?  Granted, the Romulans would be developing
new cloaking technology all of the time but the Federation has also had the
time to develop new cloaking technology.  Especially now with the Klingons
being a part of the Federation why don't Federation ships use the cloaking
device too or why can't they at least detect a cloaked ship?  Any help
anyone could give me on the above subjects would be appreciated.

Now that I think about it maybe the Klingons aren't a member of
the Federation.  Anyone?

Jason Kratz
U28037@UICVM.CC.UIC.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 14:43:05 GMT
From: mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Re: ST-TNG

U28037@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
> Today I was watching an episode of The Next Generation that I had taped
> some time ago.  It was the episode "Yesterday's Enterprise" where the
> Enterprise C comes forward through time and Tasha Yar also comes back.
> When Tasha goes with NCC-1701-C back into the rift she gets killed along
> with the rest of the crew.  My understanding is that the Enterprise C was
> destoyed about 22 years before the time that the new episodes are taking
> place.  If this is true, how could Tasha Yar have been on the show at
> all?  She wouldn't have been around even for the first episode when the
> Enterprise D starts its mission.

If I remember the episode correctly, when the time-hole (or whatever)
opened up, the nature of current time was changed and Lt. Yar was still
alive and Worf was a member of an enemy race because the Enterprise of old
was carried into the future and did not finish its battle with the
Klingons, and this meant that the Klingons had never become Federation
allies, since the Enterprise from the past had disappeared from the Klingon
battle in the past and the Klingons were not lead to respect the way that
old Enterprise and crew fought to the death.  So, Yar was still alive on
the ST-TNG Enterprise.  She volunteered to go back into time with the
Enterprise from the past to help fight those Klingons of the past so that
the Klingons of the future would be allies and not enemies of the
Federation. She goes back and Worf appears and everything is back the way
it should be, except that Ryker is still on the crew.

I bet this really cleared things up for you.

> My second question has to deal with the cloaking device.  On one of the
> original episodes of Star Trek Captain Kirk and Mr. Spock steal a
> cloaking device from the Romulans.  In Star Trek IV the crew brings home
> a Klingon Warbird with a cloaking device.  Finally, in Star Trek-TNG the
> Klingons are now a part of the Federation.  Why, then, can't the ships of
> the Federation detect a ship that is cloaked?  Granted, the Romulans
> would be developing new cloaking technology all of the time but the
> Federation has also had the time to develop new cloaking technology.
> Especially now with the Klingons being a part of the Federation why don't
> Federation ships use the cloaking device too or why can't they at least
> detect a cloaked ship?  Any help anyone could give me on the above
> subjects would be appreciated.

This has bothered me too.  I see it as nothing more than a logical
inconsistency.  I have never understood how they can "scan for life forms"
when life forms seem to be nothing more than certain type of arrangements
of normal matter.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 15:35:15 GMT
From: abw@natchez.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: ST-TNG

U28037@UICVM.UIC.EDU writes:
>Today I was watching an episode of The Next Generation that I had taped
>some time ago.  It was the episode "Yesterday's Enterprise" where the
>Enterprise C comes forward through time and Tasha Yar also comes back.
>When Tasha goes with NCC-1701-C back into the rift she gets killed along
>with the rest of the crew.  My understanding is that the Enterprise C was
>destoyed about 22 years before the time that the new episodes are taking
>place.  If this is true, how could Tasha Yar have been on the show at all?
>She wouldn't have been around even for the first episode when the
>Enterprise D starts its mission.

This has been discussed to death on rec.arts.star-trek, where the consensus
is that this is one of the best of the ST:TNG episodes. In fact, it is
routinely referred to as "YE".

The "solution" that makes the most sense to me goes along the following
lines:
              
               ..>`not-time'...1701-C hurled into
              /                War timeline future..>.
             /                                      .
Time--->--->*Outpost fight                         .
           /|                                     .
          . `--->1701-C --->War timeline--->1701-D
          .      vanishes,                  meets
          .      Klingnons                  1701-C,
          .      miffed,                    Yar moves, 
          ^      war on                     C returns
          .      Fed.                       to outpost...>.
          .                                              .
           \.......<......<......<.....<....<....<.....<.

When the 1701-C loops back to the outpost, it acquits itself so well
(thanks in no small part to Tasha Yar at Tactical) that the Klingons
figure that although it was destroyed, the C fought so gallantly that maybe
these Federation guys aren't such weenies after all.

Once the loop is completed, the outcome is different, the War timeline
vanishes, and a Peace timeline takes its place, and we get to watch TNG on
Saturday nights.

To the right of "Outpost fight" we should see a Peace timeline, but one
that only comes into existence after the C returns to the fight.  The War
timeline exists only as a 22-year aberrational loop, and a closed one, to
the Peace timeline. This is why Guinan knew that Tasha "did not belong" in
the War timeline, since Tasha was supposed to have been killed by the Oil
Monster in an earlier episode.

>My second question has to deal with the cloaking device.  On one of the
>original episodes of Star Trek Captain Kirk and Mr. Spock steal a cloaking
>device from the Romulans.  In Star Trek IV the crew brings home a Klingon
>Warbird with a cloaking device.  Finally, in Star Trek-TNG the Klingons
>are now a part of the Federation.  Why, then, can't the ships of the
>Federation detect a ship that is cloaked?

1. The Klingons, thought part of the Federation, haven't given up *all*
their secrets.

2. As for Kirk's thievery, the usual answer is that the brightest minds of
the Federation studied the Cloaking Device(tm), installed it on a test
ship, switched the thing on, and then couldn't find the ship ever again.

Al B. Wesolowsky
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet   

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 90 17:01:18 GMT
From: steve@wintermute.ucsd.edu ({Darkavich})
Subject: Re: ST-TNG

mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
>... the Enterprise of old was carried into the future and did not finish
>its battle with the Klingons, and this meant that the Klingons had never
>become Federation allies, ...

Just a nit pick but it the Enterprise-C was not engaged in battle with the
Klingons.

It was Enterprise-D that was at was with the Klingons.

Steve Misrack
steve@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 16:39:34 GMT
From: ankh@diku.dk (Klaus Ambrass)
Subject: Battlestar Galactica Info Request

I've been around a lot to found something (anything) about the series (at
least the movie series) of Battlestar Galactica.  But nowhere can I find
any info.  One SF Encyclopedia states that a lot of episodes were made
during the late 70's but suddenly stopped due to trouble with popularity.
Is that correct?  And just how many films and TV-episodes were made?  I
have seen four movies, the last lets the Galactica find Earth. Is/was the
TV-series any good?

Klaus
ankh@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 91 18:44:20 GMT
From: rlwald@phoenix.princeton.edu (Robert L. Wald)
Subject: Re: Battlestar Galactica Info Request

ankh@diku.dk (Klaus Ambrass) writes:

>I've been around a lot to found something (anything) about the series (at
>least the movie series) of Battlestar Galactica.  But nowhere can I find
>any info.  One SF Encyclopedia states that a lot of episodes were made
>during the late 70's but suddenly stopped due to trouble with popularity.
>Is that correct?  And just how many films and TV-episodes were made?  I
>have seen four movies, the last lets the Galactica find Earth. Is/was the
>TV-series any good?

  Well, if you liked the ones where the Galactica has found Earth, then the
rest of the series could only be described as pure ecstacy, and you can
expect an orgasm just about as often as the same shot of a colonial viper
launching appears (in the old series), possibly even as often as a cylon
misses a shot. I say this because the rest of us (at least everyone I've
ever run out of absolutely anything else to talk about with and have been
forced to rely on the old "Hey, so what did you think of Galactica '80?"
trick) would much rather attach their liver to a sharp stick and poke our
eyes out with it than ever view another episode of this unfortunate waste
of videotape.  :-) (note that the smiley indicates sarcasm. We probably
wouldn't actually attach our livers to the stick.)

Rob
rlwald@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 14:57:22 GMT
From: lrc!brian@mcnc.mcnc.org
Subject: Requesting Battlestar Galactica information

I am a fan of the old series Battlestar Galactica.  I heard about and
recently received a Star Trek Parody involving the Galactica from
rjc@math.princeton.edu .  I have also heard about two files (
Galactica.Guide and Galactica80.Guide ) at sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu
but I have not been able to retreive them.  I do not have ftp capabilities
so if anyone has suggestions I be glad to know about them.  And just
basically, if anyone has any information pertaining to Battlestar Galactica
I would like to be informed about it.

Thanks in advance.

Brian D. Pershing
Lenoir-Rhyne College
Hickory, N.C. 28603
lrc!brian@mcnc.org

[Moderator's note: The archives are available not only to those with
anonymous ftp capabilities but to those that send mail to
BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the body of the message being the ftp commands for
getting the file:

   FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
   USER anonymous
   CD pub/sfl
   GET <filename>

A full description of the archives and instructions for retrieving files
are published once a month usually at the beginning of the month.]

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 91 22:07:32 GMT
From: rrw@naucse.cse.nau.edu (Robert Wier)
Subject: Re: QL - "Runaway" *spoilers*

On "Runaway" the only thing I didn't care for was the "breaking rope"
gimmick during the rescue.  Just having the husband pulling up the kid and
his wife HAND OVER HAND would have been really tough!

What I did notice that was nice was Scott's facial expressions even when he
didn't have dialog.  Very characteristic of a early teen boy.

Bob Wier
College of Engineering
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona
Internet: rrw@naucse.cse.nau.edu
BITNET: WIER@NAUVAX | WB5KXH
uucp:  ...arizona!naucse!rrw

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Card (2 msgs) & Gibson & Latham (2 msgs) &
                    Lovecraft & Martin & Piper (2 msgs) & 
                    Tepper (2 msgs) & Request 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 18:41:15 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch)
Subject: Treason by O.S.Card

I just read Card's new book, Treason.  Has anyone ever read the original "A
Planet Called Treason"?  I was wondering how much the two books may differ
in narrative.  According to the introduction, he decided to rewrite it
because he loved the story, but he has become a better story teller he
believes.

I liked Treason as a sci fi story, but I thought that there was some subtle
racism in his attitude that disturbed me.  The blacks are depicted as
terrible savages, and the Andersons fit the century old Anti-semitic
stereotype of the "Jewish conspiracy" I found all that very disturbing, but
only in retrospect.  While I was reading it I loved it.

Marty Kagan
6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 21:35:49 GMT
From: cellar!sherman@uunet.uu.net (Sherman Dorn)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

MLW@VAX01.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:
> impressions are that he's like potato chips - can't stop reading, but I
> don't see much substance.  What am I missing?

You're right - Card is a good plotter, and the implications of his work is
difficult to get.  For example, _Ender's Game_ (no, I won't spoil it) is a
wonderful thriller, but you could read it either as antimilitaristic or as
neo-Nazi, depending on what you pick up on.  I tend to pay attention to
endings and plot structure, thus I think he's unforgivable.  Others pay
more attention to characterization and setting, which (in EG) leads to an
antimilitaristic interpretation.

Sherman Dorn

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 14:00:21 GMT
From: np2@doc.ic.ac.uk (Nathaniel Pryce)
Subject: Re: William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

billj@b11.ingr.com (Bill Jones) writes:
>That's odd. Although I found his description mostly clear, I thought he
>was a bit murky in some key spots. For instance, after much
>head-scratching I decided the sprawl must be somewhere in the
>Boston-Atlanta Metropolitan Axis, probably in the Tri-State area. A lot of
>things change if the Sprawl is in Japan, to my way of thinking.

  As far as I can make out, the Sprawl IS the BAMA; rather than just part
of it.  It certainly isn't in Japan, since Bobby (Count Zero) and the
operators from the Projects in New Jersey travel there by limo, and Case,
Molly and Armitage have to fly from Chiba to the Sprawl, via Europe.

Nat Pryce
np2@doc.ic.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 19:36:55 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Philip Latham

Who is Philip Latham, and are books by him easy to find?

I recently saw a list of ok science fiction writers by one of my favorite
writers.  It started out L. Sprague de Camp, John Taine, George O. Smith,
Philip Latham, E.E. Smith, John Campbell, etc.  (I am unsure of the order.)
This astounded me because the author who wrote this list as well as the top
3 in this list are in my top 5 science fiction authors, and ones
immediately following are definitely in my top 15, but authors thereafter
were less good.

I've never heard or seen anything by Philip Latham.  I checked my favorite
used bookstore, and did not see anything.  Does anybody know what his
writing is like and whether it is worth searching out?

This list was in Expanded Universe by R.A. Heinlein, and now that I think
of it, I may have misremembered the name Philip Latham, since I do not have
the book in front of me.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 03:40:46 GMT
From: delliott@cec1.wustl.edu (Dave Elliott)
Subject: Re: Philip Latham

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>Who is Philip Latham, and are books by him easy to find?
>
>I recently saw a list of ok science fiction writers by one of my favorite
>writers.  It started out L. Sprague de Camp, John Taine, George O. Smith,
>Philip Latham, E.E. Smith, John Campbell, etc.  (I am unsure of the
>order.)  This astounded me because the author who wrote this list as well
>as the top 3 in this list are in my top 5 science fiction authors, and
>ones immediately following are definitely in my top 15, but authors
>thereafter were less good.

Philip Latham was the pseudonym of Robert S. Richardson, who was a
professional astronomer (Mt. Wilson Observatory). According to the Nicholls
SF Encylopedia, he wrote 2 juveniles, "Five Against Venus" (1952) and
"Missing Men of Saturn" ('53). As R.S. Richardson he wrote "Second
Satellite" (1956, semi-fiction), and "Exploring Mars" ('54, non-fiction). I
have seen the last one (good) but otherwise remember only his many short
stories for Astounding (Analog) in the days of John W. Campbell's
editorship. Look them up in the anthologies drawn from that magazine. I
doubt that the books are readily available.

I met "John Taine" at CalTech a few times; this is the pseudonym of the
well-known mathematician Eric Temple Bell (best known for the historical
works "Men of Mathematics" and "The Development of Mathematics"). The John
Taine books are readily available at libraries.  Mostly biological SF (his
wife was a biologist), with a little physics, no math. Still good reading,
if dated. There is a long list of books, 1924-1954. He died in 1960.  Bell
was a Pasadena legend; he was a proud atheist and told about an occasion
when he drove his small son past a church and the kid asked, "Daddy, what's
that building with the plus sign on top?"

David L. Elliott
Dept. of Systems Science and Mathematics
Washington University, St. Louis, MO 63130
delliott@CEC2.WUSTL.EDU
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Date: 25 Jan 91 01:39:02 GMT
From: dl10507@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (The Rambling Rover)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft Revisited

The trouble with reading Lovecraft is that you have to find his books.
Ballantine has come out with paperback editions, but they are quite
defective, and, worst of all, they saved all his GOOD stuff for one
oversized omnibus that bookstores don't carry often, and put a lot of
lesser works in easy-to-find paperbacks.  (These are from his early days of
writing seriously, in his '20s-early '30s; not until about 1925 did HPL
begin writing the stories that would make him so well-known).

The best source of Lovecraft is from the original source itself:

   ARKHAM HOUSE PUBLISHERS
   Sauk City, Wisconsin  53583

write and ask for a catalog!  If you like Lovecraft, there's no reason to
put up with the Ballantine dreck!  Lovecraft's works are available in three
volumes:
   The Dunwich Horror and Others  - his finest short stories
   At The Mountains of Madness    - novels, and Randolph Carter
   Dagon and other Macabre Tales  - lesser works

This comprises all of Lovecraft's major literary output, with the exception
of his poetry and letters.  Also, there is another volume of Lovecraft's
revisions, some of them using the same background-material as his later
stories:
   The Horror in the Museum and Other Revisions

This last decade has seen a great renaissance of Lovecraft scholarship, one
of the greatest benefits of which is the discovery of Lovecraft's original
manuscripts for his stories.  S.T. Joshi, probably the foremost Lovecraft
scholar in the U.S., is responsible for the massive re-editing of the
Arkham House volumes: all the stories are finally as Lovecraft wrote them,
and there is much new material there (especially in _Dagon_, where stories
like "The Hound" are greatly changed, and there are several new stories in
_The Horror in the Museum_).

The Lovecraft renaissance is still going on, and anyone interested in HPL,
his stories, his life, and his thoughts is strongly recommended to write
to:
   Necronomicon Press
   101 Lockwood Street
   West Warwick, Rhode Island 02893

They publish a series of monographs and pamphlets about Lovecraft and his
associates, as well as lots of books full of stories by the Lovecraft
circle.  Most importantly, they are responsible for "Lovecraft Studies", a
journal which is the center of the revival of literary interest in
Lovecraft.  It's dead fascinating for fans of HPL.  Latest issue is 22/23,
I think, in honor of HPL's centennial.

Anyway, I hope this helps someone.  It sure beats reading Stephen King.
(Actually, S.K. has also written a story, "Crouch End", in tribute to
Lovecraft.  It's in Arkham House's _New Tales of the Cthulhu Mythos_
[sic].)

David Librik
Internet: dl10507@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
UUCP: {uunet,att,iuvax}!uiucuxa!dl10507

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 00:31:09 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Wild Cards VIII  One-Eyed Jacks

I just started reading the latest installment of the Wild-Card series.  It
begins a three book run on the Jumpers.  A gang of people (?)  who can take
over someone else's body and force their consciousness out.  It reverts
back to the short story format instead the mosaic novel format of the last
couple novels.

I liked what I've read of it.  Anyone else have any comments?

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 19:13:28 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper's Fuzzies

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>>   "Fuzzies and Other People" also by Piper.
>>   "Fuzzy Bones" by William Tuning.
>
>>   These are both sequels to "Fuzzy Sapiens", the manuscript for "Fuzzies
>>and Other People" was rediscovered in 1983 after Tuning wrote his book.
>>Tuning's is very good.  Actually better than "Fuzzies and Other People",
>>which is amazing given Piper's writing.
>
>Not really that amazing.  Tuning had the help and input from Pournelle,
>Carr, Niven and the rest of the LASFS while his book was in progress.  The
>Piper sequel was obviously just a first draft that received very little
>editing.  My only real complaint about "Fuzzy Bones" is not that it
>contradicts "Fuzzies and Other People" but that it contradicts material
>from other stories about the Federation and the Empire.

Actually, I enjoyed Piper's book more than Tuning's.  I found the basic
idea of the Fuzzies being aliens to Zarathustra to be very contrived, and
not very original at that.  It smacked to me of all the stories we see
about humans actually being alien to Earth.  I also didn't think that it
captured the "feel" of Piper's stories (unlike, say, _Great_Kings'_War_,
which captured it almost perfectly, even if it was slow).

On the other hand, I found _Fuzzies_and_Other_People_'s exploration of the
fuzzies' capability to lie, as well as the look at how they get by in the
wild, to be quite entertaining.  I'm not really sure it NEEDED that much
editing.

Of course, I might be prejudiced by the fact that Tuning's book spawned
Ardath Mayhar's _The_Golden_Dream_, which I didn't care for in the
slightest.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 19:17:26 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Sequels To H. Beam Piper's Books

I'd like to know how many books have been written as sequels to H. Beam
Piper's stories, or take place in one of his universes.  I know about the
following:

_Fuzzy_Bones_ by William Tuning
_The_Golden_Dream:_A_Fuzzy_Odyssey_ by Ardath Mayhar
_Great_Kings'_War_ by Roland Green and someone whose name I forget

(I suppose you could include _First_Cycle_ in there, maybe; a matter of
opinion, I guess.)

Did Jerry Pournelle ever finish the supposedly started _Return_Of_The_
_Space_Viking_?  Are there or have there ever been plans to publish Piper's
notes on his future history, or are they ever circulated at SF conventions
and such?

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 91 18:30:36 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: Sheri Tepper, _RtS_

  Josh Hayes wrote in praise for Tepper's work recently and I must find
that I agree with him in saying that Tepper is an excellant author.  I've
only read the three most recent of her novels (at least that I'm aware of);
_Gate..._, _Grass_, and _RtS_.  I enjoyed all three a great deal.  Unlike
Josh, I prefer _Grass_ over the others; though I agree with the feminist
tendencies that tend to be Tepper's subject, I believe _Grass_ allowed the
underlying cause of anti-feminism (chauvinism if you will): ignorance and
closed-mindedness.  I think that if the underlying cause of chauvinism can
be rooted out, its various faces will be easier to eliminate if they remain
at all.
  Of course, I liked the plot of _Grass_ better than _Raising_the_Stones_
as well; I'd place _Gate..._ next to _Grass_ in that context.  There was
too little reasoning in _RtS_ for my taste; perhaps it's just me.  I
thought that there should have been more questioning of the new 'way'
brought about than there seems to have been.  The idea of a more peaceful
world order is wonderful, but it should never be something that is not
brought about by choice: enforced peace is as tyrannical as any other form
of slavery.

Fred L. Drake, Jr.  
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library 
302A Cowgill Hall 
VPI & SU 
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206 
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Date: 22 Jan 91 07:06:12 GMT
From: zvs@bby.oz.au (Zev Sero)
Subject: Sheri Tepper (was: Raising the Stones)

>excellent book, and she's an excellent author whom I almost never
>see mentioned in this group. Wonder why?

Actually Sheri Tepper was the subject of an almighty flamewar a while back
when someone (Eric Raymond?) criticised the politics of `The Door to
Women's Country', and someone else claimed that she was actually
criticising extreme feminism by showing a feminist dystopia.  This argument
strikes me as very implausible.

Tepper is one of my favourite authors, but many of her books do display a
radical feminist bias.  `The Door To Women's Country' is of course an
openly anti-male book. `The Awakeners' is hardly less so, with its clear
message that males are impelled by their nature to rape and kill.  As the
heroine puts it, `What good are dead warriors?  The good of dead warriors
is that they are dead'.  `Grass' also shows a sensible female
single-handedly solving a problem while frustrated at every turn by a male
patriarchal system.  In `Blood Magic' and `The Bones' the males on the good
side are mostly reduced to ineffective bit players who look after things
while the heroines go out and do what needs doing, and who need rescuing
when attacked by the baddies; i.e. pretty much the role that females play
in a lot of male-centred fiction.  I think that this is not just an
accident.

`Raising the Stones' is only mildly feminist.  The goodies have a
matriarchal system and the baddies are a patriarchy, but there are some
very strong male characters.  It is much more a criticism of established
religions, both those obviously malignant like the patriarchal religion of
Voorstod, and those that on the surface look merely silly like the High
Baidee, but which when taken too seriously can also lead to tragic results.
See my signature for an example of a commandment that in High Baidee hands
becomes the basis of an entire system of dietary laws.

The above summary is not a flame of Tepper.  At least in fiction, it is
perfectly valid for her to present her theories and to play with them,
presenting them in different settings to see how they pan out.  I admit to
being a Heinlein worshiper, and RAH did much the same thing with his ideas,
not all of which he fully supported.  Contrast, for instance, Podkayne of
Mars with The Cat Who Walked Through Walls.  These two books present two
sides of the same theory, one which RAH was not entirely sure of.  RAH was
also mildly feminist, i.e. he believed (or at least toyed with the idea)
that females are inherently superior to males.  While I might not be
comfortable with laws that contain this assumption, it is fair enough to
play with it.

Zev Sero
zvs@bby.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 03:26:05 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Title Request

Does anybody remember a story which appeared in Analog about a race of
gorilla-like sentient creatures who called televisions "damn tv's," could
not metabolize chocolate but could become addicted to it (and on their
planet produced a sweetener that humans couldn't metabolize) and had an
instinctive leaping response to a sound that turned out to be produced by a
... no, I won't give it away.

Also, how about a story which involved a brain surgeon who mentally
controlled a tiny robotic scalpel to cut out tumors which, when attacked,
would counter- attack by bringing up bad memories to the patient to reduce
his will to live?  The surgeon had to feel the pain of these memories to be
able to control the scalpel, and he relaxed by taking the above-ground
moving stairway through the trees.

Also, who wrote, "The Second Kind of Loneliness?"

Eric Pepke
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute  
Florida State University                       
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052                     
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu 
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Jan 91 18:42:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: spoilers for _Protector_

   I just finished _Protector_ by Larry Niven.  I like Niven's colorful
universe most of all.  He has about a dozen aliens, colonized worlds, etc.
All very different.
   But I have a lot of trouble with Protector.  It was depressing at the
end, and there are a few things that don't make sense.
   1)  How can Brennan turn the entire population of Home into Protectors
without their permission?  Was the danger from the Pak that great?
   2)  Is the Pak War ever mentioned?  It's left open at the end.
   3)  Are Protector-stage Humans as warlike as Protector-stage Pak?
   4)  Was Brennan-Monster a Good Guy?
Here are some questions that deal with _Down in Flames_:
   1) Beowulf Schaeffer, aged 200 or so, comes across Tree-of-Life and
turns into a Protector.  But I thought that, if the virus was taken after
age 48, the ingestor (?) would die, as did that belter in "The Adults" part
of _Protector_.
   2) Schaeffer takes over Truesdale's money after Truesdale dies and
Beowulf turns into a Protector.  Niven says that not many people will look
closely enough at "a being made of walnuts and coconuts" to notice the
small differences between Schaeffer-Monster and Truesdale-Monster.  But how
did Roy Truesdale convince his Bank that he was who he said he was?  I
remember that Brennan had some trouble convincing Nick Sohl and Lucas
Garner of the fact.  And they knew that Brennan had met an alien.
Truesdale just left the solar system, officially.  Perhaps Truesdale's
girlfriend convinced the authorities.

   Last, and probably most obvious, is Brennan dead?  Truesdale doesn't
exactly say, although Brennan does get cut in two.  But, being a Protector,
maybe he could survive it.  I don't know.
   Does Roy Truesdale show up anywhere beside _Protector_ and _Down in
Flames_?
   Well, thanks in advance for those who can sort out these problems.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 02:09:51 GMT
From: cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu (Tim Miller)
Subject: Re: spoilers for _Protector_

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET said:
>    I just finished _Protector_ by Larry Niven.  I like Niven's colorful
> universe most of all.  He has about a dozen aliens, colonized worlds,
> etc.  All very different.

   Certainly.  One doesn't read Niven for *characters*, but the societies
he creates.

>   1) How can Brennan turn the entire population of Home into Protectors
> without their permission?  Was the danger from the Pak that great?

   Who ever said that permission was needed?

   At any rate, remember the Pak attitude toward mutations.  Humans are
mutants according to the Pak, and therefore must be destroyed to keep the
breed clean.  You bet your ass that the Pak were *that* dangerous.

>   2)  Is the Pak War ever mentioned?  It's left open at the end.

   Not to my knowledge.

>   3)  Are Protector-stage Humans as warlike as Protector-stage Pak?

   I don't think so.  Remember that Pak fight to gain breeding space for
their families.  Earth society doesn't keep families in close proximity of
each other.  No single Protector-human would be able to isolate a
significant fraction of its relatives to make it worthwhile to attempt to
eliminate other breeders.

    Also, Pak Protectors are ruled primarily by instinct.  Brennan-monster
states that Protector-humans are able to override their instincts to a
certain extent.

>   4)  Was Brennan-Monster a Good Guy?

   I'd say so.  But from Brennan-monster's viewpoint, there is no Good-Bad
dichotomy; a Protector has no free will, only the obvious best solution to
any problem.  Good and Bad don't enter into the equation.

> Here are some questions that deal with _Down in Flames_:
>   1) Beowulf Schaeffer, aged 200 or so, comes across Tree-of-Life and
>turns into a Protector. But I thought that, if the virus was taken after
>age 48, the ingestor (?) would die, as did that belter in "The Adults"
>part of _Protector_.

   This is most probably a continuity error.  (I'm not sure how old Beo is
supposed to be; I haven't bought N-Space yet and my fan-copy of DiF is ~180
miles away.)  However, boosterspice (if available) might have a mitigating
effect, although this is not the case in _Ringworld Engineers_.

>   2) Schaeffer takes over Truesdale's money after Truesdale dies and
>Beowulf turns into a Protector.  Niven says that not many people will look
>closely enough at "a being made of walnuts and coconuts" to notice the
>small differences between Schaeffer-Monster and Truesdale-Monster.  But
>how did Roy Truesdale convince his Bank that he was who he said he was?  I
>remember that Brennan had some trouble convincing Nick Sohl and Lucas
>Garner of the fact.  And they knew that Brennan had met an alien.
>Truesdale just left the solar system, officially.  Perhaps Truesdale's
>girlfriend convinced the authorities.

   Only a very few people in the Solar System have met Truesdale-monster
face-to-face.  Most transactions then (as now) would be conducted by post,
or e-mail, or other remote devices.  Remember that Brennan-monster had no
trouble manipulating large sums of money without any direct contact with
the Belt or Earth.

   Schaeffer-monster would have no difficulty picking up
Truesdale-monster's trail and picking up where he left off.  And anyone who
has met Truesdale-monster in person is *not* going to doubt
Schaeffer-monster.  He's unique.

>   Last, and probably most obvious, is Brennan dead?  Truesdale doesn't
>exactly say, although Brennan does get cut in two.  But, being a
>Protector, maybe he could survive it.  

   Probably dead.  Protectors aren't indestructible.

>    Does Roy Truesdale show up anywhere beside _Protector_ and _Down in
> Flames_?

   Not that I can remember.

cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 03:40:48 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: spoilers for _Protector_

cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu (Tim Miller) writes:
>> Here are some questions that deal with _Down in Flames_:
>>   1) Beowulf Schaeffer, aged 200 or so, comes across Tree-of-Life and
>>turns into a Protector. But I thought that, if the virus was taken after
>>age 48, the ingestor (?) would die, as did that belter in "The Adults"
>>part of _Protector_.
>
>   This is most probably a continuity error.  (I'm not sure how old Beo is
>supposed to be; I haven't bought N-Space yet and my fan-copy of DiF is
>~180 miles away.)  However, boosterspice (if available) might have a
>mitigating effect, although this is not the case in _Ringworld Engineers_.

   We don't know about boosterspice, but the stuff Teela's boyfriend used
certainly didn't.  Ghod knows how the two compare.  (Is ragweed another
import from the Pak homeworld..?)

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 05:37:55 GMT
From: ee5391aa@triton.unm.edu (Duke McMullan n5gax)
Subject: Re: spoilers for _Protector_

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   1) How can Brennan turn the entire population of Home into Protectors
>without their permission?  Was the danger from the Pak that great?

I guess you mean how can Brennan bring himself to do it?  That's hard to
say, since I've not yet defrosted and eaten that root that Truesdale gave
me ;^), but I think he decided to sacrifice a significant part of the Home
population to get a sufficient army of protector-stage humans to take on a
lot of Pak ships.  Were the Pak dangerous enough to justify such action?
Hell, yes!  Brennan took very seriously the notion that Pisspot (can't
recall the spelling) could have finished off humanity without the aid of
_any_ other Pak.  Is a whole fleet of Pak, protectors _with_ descendents to
motivate their best fighting, dangerous?  Hell, yes!

>   2)  Is the Pak War ever mentioned?  It's left open at the end.

Not in anything Niven has published to date, and I think I've seen it all.
The ending of Protector is ambiguous about whether the message confirming
the defeat of the human protectors is supposed to actually have been
transmitted or not, so it's kind of up in the vaccuum.  I (begin IMHO)
think not, it's the belief here at n5gax that the humans would wipe the Pak
out of the sky before they had a chance to realize what's going on.  My
reasoning: Truesdale has this army of some hundreds (at least, likely
thousands) of protector-stage humans.  We must remember that humans are
smarter than Pak, even the protector stage.  Also, with that big an army,
it's vanishingly unlikely that the protectors would have left
Saggitarius-bound without some sort of rear- guard.  We'll postulate a few
protectors left behind to watch Sol system and the colonies.

When the Man-Kzin wars begin, the protector(s) won't be idle.  They
apparently choose to remain mostly invisible, but it may be more than the
launching lasers that held the Kzinti off, the Kzinti Lesson
notwithstanding.  In any event, this ship arrives in Sol system from We
Made It, traveling under hyper-drive.  In Niven's latest story ("A Place
for Madness", I think), we see that the ARM suppressed knowledge of the
initial contact (see "The Warriors") for a time.  It's reasonable to assume
that Brennan had long since infiltrated ARM; we can assume the protector(s)
assigned to the Sol beat quickly acquire the secret of the Outsider
hyperdrive.

The distance of the Pak fleet at the time of the destruction of Home is
vague, but it's probably safe to assume that a hyperdrive ship would be
dispatched from Sol to meet the human protector fleet a good while before
they encounter the Pak fleet, and likely before the Pak can see the humans
coming.  The humans already have gravity drive; they'll be much harder to
detect at great distance than the Pak traveling with fusion drives.

Now, the human fleet can back off and take their time to refit a bunch of
ships with hyperdrive.  Perhaps they can do it without stopping their
present motion, it really doesn't matter.

Either way, these heavily armed ships are going to start popping out of
nowhere, bombing the Pak vessels, and disappearing.  They'll likely arrive
at next Pak ship before the light from the previous encounter gets there.
The Pak are held to speed-of-light; the humans are somewhat free of that.

This, plus higher intelligence, plus little things like gravity generators
and stasis fields, make me think the Pak get squashed.  However, the
protectors aren't through.  There's this next wave of Pak ships, see, and
another, and maybe another...

I kind of suspect the protectors would go right to the Pak homeworld and
destroy it, or at least sterilize it.  Perhaps those gravity generators
could be scaled up a bit (remember how Brennan moved Kobold from
Persephone) and the planet could be shoved right into its primary.  Ahhh,
such fireworks!

>   3)  Are Protector-stage Humans as warlike as Protector-stage Pak?

Ehhhh, depends on just what you mean.  The main reason the Pak tended to be
downright unneighborly with one another was elbow room, coupled with an
apparently transrational compulsion to defend their descendents.  Brennan
IMHOed that this was largely cultural.

In any event, we may find that the human protectors decide to treat
humanity the way Brennan did - guide them gently in safe directions, subtly
(or not so subtly) run interference when they're about to get in real
trouble, and do what they can to improve the gene pool.  Human protectors
can probably cooperate _much_ better than the Pak again, they're smarter,
they don't have descendents that need hand-holding the way the subsentient
Pak breeders do, they see that humans can cooperate to mutual benefit with
other species, that humans are not (usually) threatened by these other
species, etc.

However, when things start going down the toilet in a hurry (Can you say
"Core Explosion?" I knew you could.), I'm sure the human protectors can
fight just as efficiently as the Pak.  Probably better; they're smarter.

>   4)  Was Brennan-Monster a Good Guy?

I doubt that the Homebodies ;^) thought so, but they had a rather different
perspective.  Good and bad are moral issues; I don't think the protectors
were concerned with morals: Just survival of humans and the necessary
actions attendant thereupon.  If the protectors decide that other species
are beneficial to humans, they'll no doubt defend (and perhaps "improve")
those species.  If indifferent, I doubt they'd lift a clawed hand to help
or hinder said species.  If they decide a species is dangerous to humans,
they'll try to exterminate the entire species.

(Maybe.  Brennan exterminated the Martians.  Yet, the protectors who built
the Ringworld, almost certainly of subhuman intelligence, preserved
Martians, Kdatlyno, Grogs and Kzinti, for Kdapt's sake, on the various
"maps" in the Great Ocean.  This may shed some light on whether Grogs can
control a protector-stage human or not.  Maybe.)

But, I've gotten far afield.  _I_ thought Brennan was a Good Guy.
Certainly I was cheering him on.

>Here are some questions that deal with _Down in Flames_:
>   1) Beowulf Schaeffer, aged 200 or so, comes across Tree-of-Life and
>turns into a Protector.  But I thought that, if the virus was taken after
>age 48, the ingestor (?) would die, as did that belter in "The Adults"
>part of _Protector_.

Well, I tend to discount "Down in Flames" because it was never published,
and so never became "official", and because it spoils my beautiful visions
of what happens after the dust settles.  Still, there are some
possibilities.  We know that placing the virus (carried by Tree-of-life) in
a Pak who is too old or too young will kill the host.  In the proper age
range, the transformation to protector stage ensues.  Two distinct
possibilities come to mind. 1) Bey was prevented from aging by
Boosterspice, a human technological product derived from ragweed.  One
effect of Boosterspice perhaps was to prevent whatever mechanisms kill an
overage Tree-of-life eater.  2) Just _why_ ToL kills a recipient in the
wrong age bracket was never mentioned.  Truesdale hasn't been sitting idle
all these years; perhaps he's found out what the problem is and done
something about it.  He could have either changed the virus itself, or
given Bey these little pink pills first.

>   2) Schaeffer takes over Truesdale's money after Truesdale dies and
>Beowulf turns into a Protector.  Niven says that not many people will look
>closely enough at "a being made of walnuts and coconuts" to notice the
>small differences between Schaeffer-Monster and Truesdale-Monster.  But
>how did Roy Truesdale convince his Bank that he was who he said he was?  I
>remember that Brennan had some trouble convincing Nick Sohl and Lucas
>Garner of the fact.  And they knew that Brennan had met an alien.
>Truesdale just left the solar system, officially.  Perhaps Truesdale's
>girlfriend convinced the authorities.

Considering the low profile that Brennan maintained, I doubt that he ever
dealt with a bank personally.  Can't you envision a protector standing in a
bank line?  Well, no, I guess he'd use the drive up. ;^)

No doubt Truesdale had a similar setup, with only a very few, perhaps just
one, agent(s) who ever dealt with "him" personally.  Or, quite possibly,
this was unnecessary.  I've never tried to open a bank account except in
person, but I believe it can be done.  Anyone with the organization that
Truesdale had in operation should have no problem opening accounts in any
name(s) that were desired.  Probably Schaeffer (protector-stage) just
slipped quietly into the saddle, and few (if any) ever noticed the
transition.  Anyway, these protectors all look alike to me.

>   Last, and probably most obvious, is Brennan dead?  Truesdale doesn't
>exactly say, although Brennan does get cut in two.  But, being a
>Protector, maybe he could survive it.  I dunno.

Yeah, Brennan's dead.  On p. 210 (paperback), it says:
   "They managed to retrieve him (Truesdale) and Brennan's body, and
   the computer aboard _Protector_."

>   Does Roy Truesdale show up anywhere beside _Protector_ and _Down in
>Flames_?

Not that I've seen.  Larry?

Duke McMullan
ee5391aa@triton.cirt.unm.edu
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Russell (3 msgs) & Technical SF (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 13:09:22 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Eric Frank Russell

talavage@en.ecn.purdue.edu (Tom Talavage) writes:
> Perchance there are other books out by this fellow "think-tanker" of Ian
> Fleming?  I would appreciate any titles that are known (or even vaguely
> remembered) as well as perhaps any information on where in the world I
> might get a hold of one.

I'll second the implicit recommendation of E. F. Russel.  He's one of few
authors I've read who's capable of eliciting loud laughs.  My favorite was
Next of Kin, with Wasp running second.  The "pure" SF-thrillers (e.g.
Sentinels from Space, Three to Conquer) were OK, but didn't do much for me.
But the short stories are not to be missed, especially 'And then there were
none' and 'Alamagoosa'.  And now ...

Courtesy of John Wenn's booklists (available at elbereth.rutgers.edu and
fenchurch.mit.edu for anonymous FTP)

Russell, Eric Frank [U.K., 1/6/1905-2/28/1978]
    [Hugo 1955]
    Sinister Barrier [1943]
    Dreadful Sanctuary [1951, 1963]
    Sentinels from Space [1953]
    Deep Space [1954] [C]
    Men, Martians and Machines [1955] [C]
    Three to Conquer [1956]
    Wasp [1957, 1958]
    The Space Willies [1958]
    Six Worlds Yonder [1958] [C]
    Next of Kin [1959, 1964] [rev of "The Space Willies"]
    Far Stars [1961] [C]
    Dark Tides [1962] [C]
    The Great Explosion [1962]
    The Mindwarpers [1965] [aka "With A Strange Device"]
    Somewhere a Voice [1965] [C]
    Like Nothing on Earth [1975] [C]
    The Best of Eric Frank Russell [1978] [C]
[C] == Story Collection.

I suspect that getting those not recently reprinted is hard, judging from
their scarcity in the used book stores I've visited.  Good luck.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 11:59:59 GMT
From: der@otter.hpl.hp.com (Dave Reynolds)
Subject: Re: Eric Frank Russell

Two other Eric Frank Russel titles which I remember (though don't have to
hand at present to check) are:

   With a Strange Device
and
   All the Colours of Darkness

The latter, in particular, is well worth a look - I remember it with much
fondness, humm, maybe I should dig it out again.

From memory both of these were published by Penguin in the late 70's, I'm
afraid I haven't any idea whether they might be still in print anywhere.

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 21:16:13 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber)
Subject: Re: Eric Frank Russell

der@otter.hpl.hp.com (Dave Reynolds) writes:
>Two other Eric Frank Russel titles which I remember (though don't have to
>hand at present to check) are:
>
>   With a Strange Device
>and
>   All the Colours of Darkness

I'm pretty sure "All the colours of darkness" was a book by Lloyd Biggle
about aliens observing Earth from a secret Lunar base.  The premise was
that Jan Darzek (a private eye) had been hired to find out who kept trying
to sabotage this company's experimental matter transmitter.  Supposedly the
aliens thought humanity was too dangerous to be allowed out of the Solar
System and if they could discredit the transmitter, we'd give up on it.

The title came from a comment made to Darzek by the alien commander of the
Lunar base wherein when he asked her why humans shouldn't be allowed to mix
with Galactic society, she replied that "your darkness is the wrong colour"
or some such.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 03:13:48 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>>  ...
>> * IQ enhancing drugs
>
>Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
>story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
>portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
>Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
>counterexamples?
 
Try _Camp Concentration_ by Thomas Disch. This does an excellent job of
treating just that subject.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 08:44:01 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>> My favorite topics include:
>>  ...
>> * IQ enhancing drugs
> Hmmm, to each his own. I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
> story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
> portraying a character smarter than the author. Except for `Flowers for
> Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
> counterexamples?

Well, not drugs, but to your main point, a story from the 50's or 60's
(maybe Children of the Atom, author unclued) depicts a bunch of kids of
atomic (bomb?) researchers who are frighteningly intelligent; I remember
Timothy Paul was one of the children, who deliberately never learned to
pronounce long words, so that folks would laugh at his mispronounciation,
rather than question his being aware of the word at all.  And one little
girl, maybe first or second grade, asking the librarian "How many people
have ever read the whole Encyclopedia Britanica?"  "Three, I think."
"Well, then I'm four and five, I've read it twice."  "That's nice, dear."

I guess this becomes Yet Another Story ID request.  The point is, it can be
done; you don't have to portray intelligence, particularly, just the kind
of problems and behavior it can entail, to succeed with your story and make
your reader believe in your characters' intelligence.

Similarly, van Vogt's Slan worked fairly well, though that fiction style is
dated for today's audience, and somebody's Mutant, a tight knit
almost-a-novel collection of stories about the "baldies" who are both
intelligent and telepathic, was very successful, again because the
problems, not the brains, were what drove the story.

For that matter, Captain Nemo in Verne's 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea was
described as supremely intelligent, surely an example of success with such
an idea.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 06:24:05 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Adam Hart)
Subject: Portrayal of supermen in SF / was: Rec's for Technical SF

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
> Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
> story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
> portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
> Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
> counterexamples?

  Depends on how you handle it. 

  George O. Smith wrote a pretty good short piece about an electronic
intelligence amplifier, and Asimov wrote a novel which used a twentieth-
century man with a juiced-up central nervous system as a plot element.
Both were adequate work. (Even if Asimov *did* display a certain amount of
ignorance where basic neurology was concerned.)

In 1939, when John Campbell was trying to get his pet writers to come up
with different approaches to the problem of effectively portraying supermen
for stories in "UNKNOWN" and "ASTOUNDING," he reduced the possible
effective formats to two:

(1)  It is possible to effectively portray a superman when he is 
     immature, not yet at the zenith of his powers;

(2)  It is possible to effectively portray a superman when he is not
     the viewpoint character, and only his (probably poorly-understood)
     actions and effects on the characters' world are described.

  The first technique, and the one more commonly employed, is to display
the superman while still immature, and only slightly more than human.
Among the classic variants on this approach are things like Olaf
Stapledon's "ODD JOHN," Howard Fast's "THE FIRST MEN," and Van Vogt's
"SLAN."
  Explorations of the "nature versus nurture" argument (supermen brought up
by "good" families are Nice Guys, and by "bad" families are Bad Guys) might
include Fritz Leiber's "THE MUTANT'S BROTHER" and the first "DUNE" book by
Herbert, the composite of "DUNE WORLD" and "THE SANDS OF DUNE," the first
2/3 of what had been projected as merely a trilogy.
  Probably the best exercise in this category was Theodore Sturgeon's "BABY
IS THREE," later expanded into the novel, "MORE THAN HUMAN."  This story,
which dealt with the idea of the next stage in human evolution being a
gestalt, a consortium of very normal human beings, each with a special
talent, was a landmark in the field.  It dealt with the development and
maturation of a gestalt entity, showed the kind of problems a new form of
life would encounter upon arising from a lesser race, and showed a possibly
real solution.
  Less pivotal, but still very good, discussions of the "feral child"
effect can be found in stories by Poul Anderson and Margaret St. Clair;
these deal with the idea that to survive among humans, a superman must
become merely human, that, once raised by humans, even a superman can never
achieve full potential, in very much the same way that certain feral
children can never become language users.

  The second Campbell technique uses the idea that it is impossible to
understand the motives and actions of a superman, and can make for good,
believeable, stories.
  Norvell W. Page, one of the writers to whom Campbell fed that concept,
wrote a story called "BUT WITHOUT HORNS," in which the superman is never
seen on-stage; his existence is described by his effects on the normal
humans and their lives, a tour de force of no mean proportions.
  A later use of this technique (only slightly modified) was Frank M.
Robinson's (excellent, and highly recommended) "THE POWER."  Robinson's
novel was a very skilled composite of the suspense novel, detective novel,
and the offstage superman plot Campbell had originated in 1939.  George
Pal's movie adaption isn't quite as good as the book, but that's more due
to the way the studio made him hack the script and cut the final print; the
movie has many excellent points and was cinematically far ahead of its
time.  (It should be noted that Robinson's superman was flawed, and
displayed normal paranoiac human drives for power and mastery; his "motive"
such as it was, appeared to be simply a form of megalomania.  This does not
detract from the enjoyability of the novel.)
  Note, too, that the offstage-superman plot had been somewhat used by both
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Sax Rohmer, although both Moriarty and Doctor Fu
Manchu, of necessity, became onstage characters, and lost a bit of their
supernal imagery when they did appear.

  Gordon R. Dickson has come closer to portraying the adult superman than
anyone else, I think; although some of his adult characters are a bit
archetypically godlike, even Donal Graeme made mistakes and had to go back
and start over.  The "superman" concept emerges in Donal Graeme's ability
to GO back, and live another life, in order to get it right.  Consequently,
I feel that Dickson's "Childe Cycle" is the closest thing we have to an
on-stage portrayal of a real superman, and that it constitutes a laudable
effort in that direction.  To date, only Dickson seems to have done this
well with the task, and even he has achieved a few noteworthy mis-fires in
his attempts.

  You'll find effective portrayals of godlike aliens, evolved beyond our
level, in books ranging from Poul Anderson's "AVATAR" to Brin's "Uplift"
novels.  (Note that in Brin's "Uplift" universe, the supermen are
OFF-stage, and everyone's scrambling to find out what they did and where
they went; if Brin actually ever trots them on-stage, I'll be very
disappointed, since one of the major points seems to be that the next stage
of evolution has different priorities and interests.)
 
  I've always liked the way Mark Clifton handled the "Uplift" problem in
his "EIGHT KEYS TO EDEN," too.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 15:48:09 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

>Electronic communications (email/news/virtual reality)
>IQ enhancing drugs
>Genetic engineering
>The corporation of the future

If you want the first and last, check out `Islands in the Net' by Bruce
Sterling.  For genetic engineering, read Heinlein's `Friday' and
(indirectly) Whyndam's `Trouble With Lichen'.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 17:48:15 GMT
From: carter@mcs.anl.gov (Richard Carter)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
>story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
>portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
>Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
>counterexamples?

"Cobra Strike" by Tim Zahn included this concept. 
Nevertheless, the protagonists had little difficulty outsmarting their
"enhanced" opponents. "Cobra Bargain" seemed to back away from the original
concept slightly, the drugs being instead just memory enhancers and
concentration aids.(Interesting books anyway, don't be put off by the lurid
covers and Rambo sounding plot descriptions.)

As someone else mentioned, check out Camp Concentration by Thomas Disch.
This was actually an IQ enhancing disease, a genetically engineered version
of syphilis. Retained all the other nasty characteristics of syphilis, so
no volunteers. Interesting to have a story where genius is catching.
*Very* good book.

Dickson wrote a book called "R-50" or something similar with the entire
plot based on an IQ enhancment treatment. The protagonist definitely
outsmarts everyone after the treatment, but usually through basic sf
tech-tricks.  I think this was also released with the title "The
R-Masters".

More recently, Walter Jon Williams included the concept in places in "Voice
of the Whirlwind" and "Angel Station". For instance, a drug playing a minor
role in a smuggling scheme in Whirlwind has the specific effect of a 30
point increase in IQ for short term users, but also has nasty long term
effects. I don't recall the protagonist ever actually encountering a user,
but it's been a while. The other authors treated the IQ enhancers as
legitimate, or at least something illegitimate being done by a government;
Williams is the first I have seen to treat IQ enhancers as controlled
substances, or at least things shunned by nice folk. Interesting
transition.

Stories involving genius through genetic engineering, mutation, 1940 style
mind rays, etc., are too numerous to mention. Biochip-type enhancment
stories are on the increase (e.g. Voice of the Whirlwind, most cyberpunk,
My Brother's Keeper by Sheffield, etc.) Most don't directly involve IQ, but
memory or "skills".  

Nanotechnology enhancements are also on the rise, see some of Carver's
stuff.  I guess even "Blood Music" by Bear might fit this category.

Richard Carter

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 19:50:34 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes (in part):
> Ideally, I would like to read SF with the following characteristics:
> * Author uses good knowledge of human history and human nature to 
>   construct future societies.
> My favorite topics include:
> * The corporation of the future

By Frederik Pohl and C.M.Kornbluth: _Gladiator at Law_ and _The Space
Merchants_ are two classic sf novels set in corporate worlds of the future,
depending heavily on human nature and projections of past history into the
future.

Also, _Regan's Planet_ by (I think) Robert Silverberg is another good
example of "corporate sf".

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA    
+1 216 371 0043
browns@ab.com
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 22:14:24 GMT
From: st890270@pip.cc.brandeis.edu (Anton)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

IQ drugs:
Dydetown World (or something like that) by F. Paul Wilson (a truly
exceptional author especially his dark fantasy.)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Adams (4 msgs) & Anthony (6 msgs) & Arkady &
                   Asimov (4 msgs) & Card

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 13:00:38 GMT
From: mgrannas@abo.fi
Subject: Info about Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Universe

Hello!

I'm new on the net, so I apologize if this is a stupid question, but I'd
very much like to know anyway.  You see, a friend of mine told me about
this book that's called Hitch Hikers' Guide to the Universe, and he told me
it would be worth reading. Is there anybody out there that has actually
read this book?!?  Is it good?!? Is it available in paperback?!?

Grateful for any info.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 15:33:56 GMT
From: esury@warwick.ac.uk (Andy Smaller)
Subject: Re: Info about Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Universe

Yes! IMHO one of the best comedy SF books *ever*.

It is a 4 book series by Douglas Adams, they are called:

   1. The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy
   2. The Restaurant at the End of the Universe
   3. Life, the Universe and Everything
   4. So long, and Thanks For All the Fish

They concern the adventures of Earthman Arthur Dent and his friend Ford
Prefect, from Betelgeuse, as they travel the cosmos after the destruction
of Earth.  These books are absolutely *hilarious*, and should be compulsory
reading for any dedicated SF/comedy fan.

He has also done a couple of others, called "Dirk Gently's Holistic
Detective Agency" and "The Long, Dark Teatime of the Soul."  OK, but not as
good as HHG.

Andy Smaller
University of Warwick
Coventry, CV4 7AL  UK
JANET: esury@uk.ac.warwick.cu
INTERNET: esury@cu.warwick.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 00:07:18 GMT
From: israel@mitisft.convergent.com (Paul Israel)
Subject: Re: Info about Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Universe

mgrannas@abo.fi writes:
>I'm new on the net, so I apologize if this is a stupid question, but I'd
>very much like to know anyway.  You see, a friend of mine told me about
>this book that's called Hitch Hikers' Guide to the Universe, and he told
>me it would be worth reading. Is there anybody out there that has actually
>read this book?!?  Is it good?!? Is it available in paperback?!?

   Since I'm assuming there couldn't possibly be two fo them (can you say
lawsuit?), I presume you're referring to Douglas Adams' "Hitch Hiker's
Guide to the Galaxy". It is actually a four book "trilogy", as the cover
proclaims, consisting of the novels:

   Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy
   The Restaruant at the End of the Universe
   Life, the Universe and Everything
   So Long and Thanks for All the Fish

in that order. They are all available in paperback, individually, or
together as a boxed set. They are also available all in one hardcover
edition, with an additional short story titled "Young Zaphod Plays It
Safe".

   Is it worth reading? Definitely. It is easily the funniest science
fiction parody I ever read. The first two books are easily the best, while
the hysterics seem to wind down a bit in the last two books, although the
last book winds up the series with a magnificient punchline. (No, I'm not
going to reveal it here, that would ruin the whole book for you.)

   Incidently, the BBC did both a radio show and a TV series based on these
stories. Though I've never actually heard it myself, I've been told the
radio show was the better of the two. I have seen the TV series, which is
good, but doesn't do the books justice, and only covers the first two
volumes. I don't know how far the radio series goes.

   Douglas Adams is beloved among science fiction fans for some of the more
entertaining scripts of the Dr. Who TV show, especially the Key to Time
stories featuring Tom Baker and the first Romana. His more recent ventures
include Dirk Gentley's Holistic Detective Agency, which, incidently, many
feel he ripped off the plot from himself for a Dr. Who script, "The City of
Death". Still a fun read, though.

Paul Israel
ctnews!mitisft!hamster!israel

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 19:53:54 GMT
From: mchang@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Mei-Hsin J Chang)
Subject: Re: Info about Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Universe

israel@mitisft.UUCP writes:
>Incidently, the BBC did both a radio show and a TV series based on these
>stories. Though I've never actually heard it myself, I've been told the
>radio show was the better of the two. I have seen the TV series, which is
>good, but doesn't do the books justice, and only covers the first two
>volumes. I don't know how far the radio series goes.

Actually, the radio show came before the books.  It was two seasons long,
and it covers _Hitchhiker's_ and a good bit of _Restaurant_.  The ends of
the radio show and _Restaurant_ are radically different, so be warned.  The
radio show was really good and can be experienced in audio (tapes) and
script form.  The TV show came after the books (or at least some of them),
and is basically the first two books.  It's six episodes, and it's a hoot.
Get a hold of it if you can.  It has some fun animation.

>Douglas Adams is beloved among science fiction fans for some of the more
>entertaining scripts of the Dr. Who TV show, especially the Key to Time
>stories featuring Tom Baker and the first Romana. His more recent ventures
>include Dirk Gentley's Holistic Detective Agency, which, incidently, many
>feel he ripped off the plot from himself for a Dr. Who script, "The City
>of Death". Still a fun read, though.

_Dirk_Gently_ (I won't say anything about the spelling of Gently...) also
ripped off from "Shada," according to Douglas Adams himself.  I haven't
seen "Shada," so I don't know.

A good read is _Don't_Panic!_, a companion guide to the series and
biography of DNA.  I think it's by Neil Gaiman (who co-wrote _Good_Omens_
with Terry Pratchett, right?).  It's funny all by itself, and it's got a
lot of fun things about _Hitchhiker's_ in it.

I'm surprised that no one's brought up the _Hitchhiker's_ computer game.
It was a lot of fun, but I got frustrated halfway through and gave up.  I
then bought "Bureaucracy," Adams' other computer game, and gave up on that
one halfway through too.  If you can't stand bureaucracy in any form, then
this is the game for you.  It's all about getting to an airport (there's
something after that but I forget what it is) and the misadventures
(including a politically inclined parrot and junk mail) in getting, or not
getting, there.

Jennie Rosenbaum
mchang@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 20:55:39 GMT
From: cah@jpl-devvax.jpl.nasa.gov (Allen Halsell)
Subject: What Should I Try by Piers Anthony?

I read _Macroscope_ years ago and loved it.  A friend told me not to bother
about the Xanth books (and without careful examination, _all_ his books now
look like Xanth books).  I had an hour or two in the local library recently
and picked one up, much to my horror and disgust.  WHAT HAPPENED?

People here have mentioned _Anthonology_, the Split Infinity stories (I
believe that's a title), _On a Pale Horse_, and the Kirlian Quest stories
(ditto).  Oh, and _Steppe_.  Is there anything safe to read by Piers
Anthony?  Could we have a list?

And seriously, can anyone point to thematic similarities between his better
work and the Xanth stuff to prove that he's actually writing it?  What I
saw was so trite and fluffy (IMHO) I can't believe he was actually
involved.  I have nothing against puns or a guy having a little fun, but
what are there, about 500 of these books? :-)

Allen

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 02:06:01 GMT
From: cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu (Tim Miller)
Subject: Re: What Should I Try by Piers Anthony?

cah@jpl-devvax.JPL.NASA.GOV (Allen Halsell) said:
> People here have mentioned _Anthonology_, the Split Infinity stories (I
> believe that's a title), _On a Pale Horse_, and the Kirlian Quest stories
> (ditto).  Oh, and _Steppe_.  Is there anything safe to read by Piers
> Anthony?  Could we have a list?

   _Battle Circle_ was *quite* good.  His best, as far as I'm concerned.
(I hated _Macroscope_) Contains 3 novels/novellas:
      _Sos the Rope_
      _Var the Stick_ 
      _Tyl the Sword_ 
I'm not sure of the last 2 titles.

   The first *3* in the Apprentice Adept series (formerly trilogy):
      _Split Infinity_
      _Blue Adept_
      _Juxtaposition_

   And _The Shade of the Tree_  was OK.  Worth the read, at least.

   Part of the _Incarnations of Immortality_ series:
      _On a Pale Horse_
      _Bearing an Hourglass_ (worse than the first, better than the rest)

	Stay away from the rest.  Tripe.

cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 08:24:16 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: What Should I Try by PA ? (WAS Re: Piers Anthony Commercial)

cerebus@bucsf.bu.edu (Tim Miller) writes:
>cah@jpl-devvax.JPL.NASA.GOV (Allen Halsell) said:
>   _Battle Circle_ was *quite* good.  His best, as far as I'm
>concerned.  (I hated _Macroscope_)  Contains 3 novels/novellas:
>      _Sos the Rope_
>      _Var the Stick_ 
>      _Tyl the Sword_ 
>I'm not sure of the last 2 titles.

That last should be Neq the Sword, I think. Can't find my copy. Yes, this
is a good series (quite hard to believe that this and Anthonology came from
the same author as the Xanth books, or anything after book three of any of
his series.  I'd recommend Anthonology, Battle Circle, Apprentice Adept,
(the original three) and nothing else.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 04:20:10 GMT
From: stk@po.cwru.edu (Shannon T. Kalvar)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony 

I read up to Golem in the Gears in the Xanth Series.  I only remember
"Spell" and "Nightmare" as being really good.  It was getting pretty bad
there towards the end. I enjoyed the first three Adept books, hated the
next three.  I liked On A Pale Horse a lot; the rest were pretty bad in
that series, especially Being a Green Mother and With a Tangled Skein!!  My
question is, why can't Anthony let dead dogs lie?  Can't he even imagine
making up a new world or new plotline outside Xanth, Phaze, etc?  He has
nothing new to contribute to the SF-Fantasy community.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 08:29:48 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony 

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes:
>Phaze, etc?  He has nothing new to contribute to the SF-Fantasy community.

I remember when the first incarnation book came out, thus it is fairly new.
It was also very innovative.  The concept was new and original.  The rest
of the books were probably as good as the first.  They just may not have
seemed as good because the idea of incarnations was no longer as
innovative.  The last book, and some in the middle fell into the Anthony
trap of being very preachy.  Oh well.

Also, Anthony is planning a new series having something vaguely to do with
fractals.  I have no idea what it is, but to say that Anthony is not
offering anything new is just plain WRONG.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 15:48:37 GMT
From: ukc!tharr!sweh@mcsun.eu.net (Stephen Harris)
Subject: Re: What Should I Try by Piers Anthony?

OK, my five pennies worth on what I think are good PA books.  I have read
most of his books available in the UK, and most of them are rubbish.
However these are fairly good:

Anthonology
Battle Circle (first two stories - third isn't as good)
But What Of Earth (not the collaborated version - just so you can get a
   good view of Anthony's atitudes)
Macroscope
Mute (starts off good, goes down hill near the end)
Vicinity Cluster
Chaining The Lady
Kirlian Quest     (don't bother with Thousandstar or Viscous Circle)
On A Pale Horse
Bearing An Hourglass
Split Infinity
Blue Adept
Juxtaposition
Tarot  (God of Tarot, Vision of Tarot, Faith of Tarot)
A Spell For Chameleon
The Source of Magic  (yes these two are Xanth, but *good*.  After this
   forget Xanth - he used too many readers ideas)
Dragons Gold
Serpents Silver  (these two with Robert E Margroff)

Well, that's it out of the 55(ish) books of his I have - just 18 of any
decent readability.

Stephen Harris
..!ukc!axion!tharr!sweh
sweh%tharr.uucp@uk.co.bt.axion
tharr!sweh@uk.ac.ukc 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 14:47:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Time Wanderers

   Has anyone ever read _The Time Wanderers_ by Arkady and Boris
Strugatsky?  I'll withhold my opinions until I hear some of yours.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 18:53:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Early Asimov

   1) Where can I find a collection of all Wendell Urth stories?  I know
they're all in _Asimov's Mysteries_ but that's a rare book I can't find
anywhere.

   2) Is "Not Final!" a Foundation story, or does it just seem that way?

   3) Are "Blind Alley" and "Victory Unintentional" Foundation stories?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 17:36:38 GMT
From: johne@hp-vcd.vcd.hp.com (John Eaton)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

> 2) Is "Not Final!" a Foundation story, or does it just seem that way?

> 3) Are "Blind Alley" and "Victory Unintentional" Foundation stories?

The good doctor may be able to fit all of his books into a single story
line but don't expect the short stories to also fall into the same line.
For one thing some short stories involve aliens that are absent from the
foundation/robots universe. His short stories involve many different ideas
and some of then are trial balloons for later stories. For example
"Spell_My_Name_With_An_S" explores ideas that are later expanded into the
book "End_of_Eternity".

John Eaton
!hp-vcd!johne

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 19:04:51 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>2) Is "Not Final!" a Foundation story, or does it just seem that way?
>3) Are "Blind Alley" and "Victory Unintentional" Foundation stories?

Not_Final and Victory_Unintentional belong in the same continuity.  But
neither belongs in the Foundation Universe. Victory_Unintentional has some
positronic robots in it: that's the only possible connection to the
Foundation Universe. But both of these stories have a technologically
developed non-human race - the Jovians. None of the Foundation stories have
any reference to any such race. Now, the Jovians could have been wiped out
sometime in the middle, say before the time of the "Caves of Steel" but,
one would expect some reference to them somewhere. Now, I don't remember if
the Foundation series explicitly states that humans have NEVER encountered
a non-human race, but I think Foundation_And_Earth implies this.

Blind_Alley falls totally outside the Foundation Universe as well. It
doesn't fit in at ALL into the Universe at any time.  For example, it's
implied at some stage that all the humans on Earth are really robots.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 03:59:50 GMT
From: mk2r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Paul Krenitsky)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

"Not Final!" is not, as far as I can tell, a Foundation story.  Considering
there are no Jovians in the Foundation universe, and I remember Asimov
saying (in the magazine with his name on it) that the Foundation universe
had only humanity in it (i.e. no alien contacts at all).

A comment about Mr. Asimov.  Now, I am a great fan of his.  I believe that
his greatest influence is in disseminating information about science to the
general public, and especially teenage boys.  I probably would not be a
physics major if I had not read his science stuff.  That said, his writing
of fiction is not exemplary.  Clarke and Bradbury can WRITE! That is, they
can produce beautiful prose that enhances a story.  Asimov cannot.  He can
tell a story, but you're not going to swoon over his phrases.

He gets really angry if people come up and tell him that "Nightfall" is his
best story, as it was his first published.  Well, is it?  I reread it a
while back, and it just might be.  Other possibilities are "The Gods
Themselves" and maybe "Not Final!".  Any opinions?

Mark Krenitsky

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 04:33:30 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!gandalf!alayne@csri.toronto.edu (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: ?-Orscon Scott Card (Future on Fire)

MACGYVER@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU writes:
>Does anyone have an early review on Orson Scott Card's latest submission
>"Future on Fire" ??? This is a collection of short stories by fifteen
>other authors.  I just found it on the shelf last weekend.

I've read most of it now, and I'm very impressed with his selection. (For
those who haven't seen this, it's OSC's attempt to present some of the best
authors of the 1980s and their representative/best short stories).

Particularly noteworthy are "Rachel in Love" by Pat Murphy, "Buffalo Gals"
by Ursula K. LeGuin, "Down and Out in the Year 2000" by Kim Stanley
Robinson (an unusual choice from Robinson's work, but very good), and "All
My Darling Daughters" by Connie Willis. Willis' story gave me nightmares
when I first read it in _Fire Watch_; it is one of the most extraordinary,
powerful stories I have ever read.

Even if you don't like Card's own writing, buy this book. I think it really
has accomplished what OSC set out to do - present some of the best writing
and writers of the 80's.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@e.gandalf.ca
uunet!scocan!lscuc!nrcaer!gandalf!alayne

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Brin (2 msgs) & Brust (6 msgs) &
                         Friedman (2 msgs) & Hodgell (2 msgs)
                         Kagan & LeGuin & van Vogt

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 19:14:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: David Brin

Can anyone tell me whether there is a direct sequel of _Startide Rising_
out there?  A friend asked me to check out whether David Brin has ever
written a follow-up that told us what happened to the characters of _ST_
(as opposed to _Sundiver_ and _The Uplift Wars_), and it's been so long
since I read _Sundiver_ that I am at a loss to answer.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 22:37:43 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: David Brin

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET said:
> Can anyone tell me whether there is a direct sequel of _Startide Rising_
> out there?

Not yet. Brin is currently working on _Sooners_ (I think that's the current
title), a sequel to _Startide Rising_ which follows the _Streaker_ (with
Creideiki, Lucky Kaa, Makanee, Gillian Baskin, etc.).  One of these days
Brin claims he will write the story of what happened to the crew in the
lifeboat (Tom Orley, Sah'ot, Charlie Dart, etc.).  Still, _Sooners_ should
be interesting; I've heard it will contain some more info about the
hydrogen breathers, and maybe we'll find out just what the hell they found
on the Precursor ships.

But know that this sequel to _SR_ is Brin's current "main project".  Hope I
could help.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.cs.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 03:04:46 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
>zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>>jkiparsk@csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
>>I don't quite agree with that idea.  The Vlad Taltos books aren't really
>>a series.  Each book can stand on its own.  They may read best in
>>chronological order, but it isn't necessary.  A real series (IMHO) is one
>>where the conflict is building up and you must read each book in the
>>correct order to know what is going on.  And some authors will go
>>downhill, mainly because they don't know when their basic idea has gone
>>stale.  Piers Anthony would probably have to die before the Xanth books
>>finally stop.
>
>Well, I feel your definition fits the Vlad Taltos books.  There are plot
>threads that continue and build across the novels.  One example is the
>situation with Cawti, which grows more serious with every new novel.
>Eventually that will have to be resolved.

There are other things that do not fit the description.  Like the fact that
Vlad will reintroduce you to Morrolan, Aliera, info about the Jhereg with
each book.  A series tends to assume that you have read the previous books,
and does not reintroduce things.  There are continuing threads but they are
not (at least not yet) the major plot of consecutive books.  The thread
with Cawti was important but no longer the center point of the book (which
was more Vlad reconsidering what he really wanted his life to be like.)

>Another example is Vlad's eventual confrontation with the larger forces
>which have always existed: Mario, The Jhereg, and possibly Sethra or the
>Empress.  It is my opinion that the climax of the novel will involve many
>of these larger forces.

Yes, I do think that sometime, one of the novels will have Vlad find some
important information about the real story of the cycles, the gods, and
what life means.  Perhaps Steve will even take mercy on his readers and
explain the backgrounds of Kiera, Devera, Kragar and tie up some of the
other mysteries in his world.  Then again, he might not ever get to that
point.  We can just wait and see.

Lynn Alford

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 08:32:19 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>Yes, I do think that sometime, one of the novels will have Vlad find some
>important information about the real story of the cycles, the gods, and
>what life means.  Perhaps Steve will even take mercy on his readers and
>explain the backgrounds of Kiera, Devera, Kragar and tie up some of the
>other mysteries in his world.  Then again, he might not ever get to that
>point.  We can just wait and see.

I just had terrifying thought- maybe Brust intends to write one book for
each of the seventeen houses, arranged in some sort of chronological order?
Gads, I'll have to sell my Foster collection to make room on the shelf! (or
just put them on the floor with all the other books I read regularly).

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 02:25:02 GMT
From: mtpins@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Firestar)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

jkiparsk@csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
> I just had terrifying thought- maybe Brust intends to write one book for
> each of the seventeen houses, arranged in some sort of chronological
> order?

Unless he manages to get bored with them first, yes, he is planning on
writing a book for each house.  As should be already evident, they are not
in chronological order.  The next book will pick up about 5 years after
PHOENIX.

Michael Pins
mtpins@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 06:18:47 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust

jkiparsk@csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
>I just had terrifying thought- maybe Brust intends to write one book for
>each of the seventeen houses, arranged in some sort of chronological
>order?

   His original plan was *nineteen* books. One called _Easterner_ (which
eventually became _Taltos_), one for each of the seventeen houses, and one
to wrap the whole thing up. He has said that he'll write them until he runs
out of steam. He won't keep the series going even though he's run out of
ideas. Very laudable.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 07:32:01 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Steven Brust's Titles

   There's been quite a bit of discussion of Steven Brust lately, so I
thought that people might like to see the list of "funny titles" that he
uses.

   Brust really uses these titles interchangeably with the "real" titles of
the books. He says things like, "People ask me if I'm going to do a sequel
to _The Rain in Spain_," or, "Yeah, _Tacky_ was a weird book to write..."
        
   Here it is:

   Publisher's Title                      Brust's Title
    Jhereg                                 Jarhead
    Yendi                                  Yentl
    Teckla                                 Tacky
    Taltos                                 Milquetoast
    Phoenix                                Felix

    To Reign in Hell                       The Rain in Spain
    Brokedown Palace                       Ripples
    Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grille     Shit Happens
    The Sun, The Moon, and the Stars       Crosby, Stills, and Nash

Upcoming from Tor:
    The Phoenix Guards                     The Kleenex Guards
    What Dreams May Come                   Wet Dreams May Come

   One note of explanation: there is a Grateful Dead album with
a song called "Brokedown Palace" on it; the next song on that album
is called "Ripples". (It might be "Ripple"; in that case, that's the title
to use.)
        
David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

From: craig@com50.c2s.mn.org (Craig Wilson)
Subject: Re: Phoenix by Steven Brust
Date: 27 Jan 91 04:13:16 GMT

jkiparsk@csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
>I just had terrifying thought- maybe Brust intends to write one book for
>each of the seventeen houses, arranged in some sort of chronological
>order? Gads, I'll have to sell my Foster collection to make room on the
>shelf! (or just put them on the floor with all the other books I read
>regularly).  

I didn't find the thought terrifying, at all.  I pretty much assumed that
this would be the case.  I only hope that the quality remains throughout
and that there isn't a feeling on Brust's part that he must crank out the
last <n> books to fill out the cycle.

The question I have is where do _Taltos_ and _Brokedown Palace_ fit?
Since, they are not Houses in the Cycle, will they push the count over
seventeen or will there not be books named after a couple of the Houses?

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 20:07:08 GMT
From: jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (James J Johnson)
Subject: Madness Season

I recently finnished the book "Madness Season" by C.S. Friedman.  I was
just wondering if anyone out there has read it and what they thought of it.

I must admit it's a pretty bizarre story, but I thought it was pretty good.

James J. Johnson
jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 02:24:50 GMT
From: tlhayes@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu 
Subject: Re: Madness Season

>I recently finnished the book "Madness Season" by C.S. Friedman.  I was
>just wondering if anyone out there has read it and what they thought of
>it.

Yes!  I have read this book, and I think it is wonderful, particularly for
those interested in the shapeshifter/vampire and mind-linked species
subjects.  I think it was well developed, and had a nicely intricate plot.
I especially like the alien psychology.

And, if you liked this book, you should read her other book, "In Conquest
Born", which is about two warring space empires, one which relies on brute
force and physical perfection, and the other which deals in genetic
engineering and mind powers.  I have read this book quite a few times, and
really enjoy it as anyone else who has read it should be able to guess here
soon...  >:) One of my favorite parts of the development of the two races
was the language of the Braxanas.  It had something like 43 distinct
dialects, all of which are used simutaneously during conversation.  The
meanings which can be put into this are hard to conceive (having no points
of comparison), but are imaginably great.  Not a language I would like to
take next semester, of course, but still...

Also the cover concept for the two books is cool - they had the 'tagonists,
one on each cover, switching the positioning for half of the printing.

I can't wait for her next book.

Cate Center, Box 5346
Norman, OK 73026
(405) 325-6839
tlhayes@uokmax.nor.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 21:06:23 GMT
From: mok@rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Madness Season (and In Conquest Born)

tlhayes@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu writes:
>>I recently finnished the book "Madness Season" by C.S. Friedman.  I was
>>just wondering if anyone out there has read it and what they thought of
>>it.  
>
>Yes!  I have read this book, and I think it is wonderful, particularly for
>those interested in the shapeshifter/vampire and mind-linked species
>subjects.  I think it was well developed, and had a nicely intricate plot.
>I especially like the alien psychology.

Something that amused me was that they didn't once use the word vampire in
reference to him. By the end of the first chapter I realized that his kind
spawned our vampire legends, but CS Friedman kept it subtle. Even with the
references to the "leather bird" that bothered him.

It is exceedingly well crafted and entirely different in tone from her
first book, IN CONQUEST BORN. Though I must admit that the title bothers
me. I keep thinking that it should read "TO CONQUEST BORN." I guess
Friedman disagrees.

>And, if you liked this book, you should read her other book, "In Conquest
>Born", which is about two warring space empires, one which relies on brute
>force and physical perfection, and the other which deals in genetic
>engineering and mind powers.  I have read this book quite a few times, and
>really enjoy it as anyone else who has read it should be able to guess
>here soon...  >:) One of my favorite parts of the development of the two
>races was the language of the Braxanas.  It had something like 43 distinct
>dialects, all of which are used simutaneously during conversation.  The
>meanings which can be put into this are hard to conceive (having no points
>of comparison), but are imaginably great.  Not a language I would like to
>take next semester, of course, but still...

The languange was unreasonable, but I like the way she USED it to flesh out
layers of meaning in the story. It did interesting things to Braxana poetry
of course.

Spioiler Warning (on the end of IN CONQUEST BORN)

What pisses me off is that they both lost. Zatar got his Empire, but he is
now incapable of enjoying it. He's going to be CELIBATE no matter how much
he hates it. And for Zatar that is a living hell. The only woman he is ever
going to be able to sleep with is Anzha and she hates his guts for killing
her parents. As for Anzha Lyu she isn't ging to be allowed to destroy the
Braxana. At least she has satisfied her conditioning by making Zatar a
better emperor (chuckle) and getting all of the rest removed. At least she
is to be allowed to learn touch discipline now, so she can finally loose
her virginity, but her dreams have been destroyed. While she is free to
enjoy herself for the first time ever. She is free to do what? All her
desires have been thwarted. She has to completely reinvent herself or die!

Sigh. At least THE MADNESS SEASON had a happy ending.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 17:29:07 GMT
From: DAB@math.ams.com (Alison Buckser)
Subject: PC Hodgell

Has PC Hodgell written anything besides "Dark of the Moon"? I really
enjoyed her story, but it definitely seemed like a sequel to me. But when I
looked her up in Books in Print there was only the one book. Can anyone
help me? Many thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 19:09:28 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: PC Hodgell

DAB@MATH.AMS.COM (Alison Buckser) writes:
> Has PC Hodgell written anything besides "Dark of the Moon"? I really
> enjoyed her story, but it definitely seemed like a sequel to me. But when
> I looked her up in Books in Print there was only the one book. Can anyone
> help me? Many thanks in advance.

"Dark of the Moon" is sequel to "Godstalk" (sp?). There was a big gap
between the appearance of the two books, perhaps five years, as I remember
"Godstalk" coming out around 81 or 82. I haven't seen a copy of in a long
time, except for my own, so you'll have to scrounge deep into the used book
stores or the sf specialty stores to find a copy.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892, Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 01:46:19 GMT
From: ANDNICD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Re: JANET KAGAN

I think she also has another Star Trek novel out besides Uhura's song.
Other than that I can help you track down some of her shorter works.  Her
"The Loch Moose Monster" is a wonderful story from Asimov's that appears in
the Year's Best SF Seventh Collection, Maybe also in the Nebula volume for
that year??  She's had a number of stories in Asimov's with that same
character Momma Jason.  Her "Naked Wish Fulfillment" was a wonderful story
that first appeared in Pulphouse #3.  I'm not sure if it was reprinted
ever, but it's very, very good if you can get hold of it.  She has a short
story in the current issue of Marion Zimmer Bradley's Fantasy Magazine
called "What a Wizard Does" which is also rather nice I thought.  You can
count on her to write a very well plotted and well told story no matter
what she is writing.  I'm short a story or two, but I hope that helps.
 
Lawrence Schimel
SCHLAWD@YALEVM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 03:15:21 GMT
From: cellar!sherman@uunet.uu.net (Sherman Dorn)
Subject: LeGuin story, wanted

Several months ago (actually, probably a year by now), National Public
Radio's "Weekend Edition" had Ursula LeGuin on their Sunday authors
feature.  She read part of an unpublished story about reading the marks
waves leave upon beaches.  She stopped in the middle, leaving us in the
dark (or beached, as it were) as to the end of the story.

Anyone know if it's been published?

Sherman Dorn

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 19:35:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Space Beagle

   I heard that "Voyage of the Space Beagle_ is not so much a novel as a
collection of short stories with interconnecting material.  I know the
first part (with the Coeorl) is called "Black Destroyer" and the part with
the Ixtl is called "Discord in Scarlet".  Can anyone give me the titles of
the other short stories within?  Thanks in advance.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Niven (9 msgs) & Piper & Lists

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 16:12:32 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: spoilers for _Protector_

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET said:
> Here are some questions that deal with _Down in Flames_:
>    1)  Beowulf Schaeffer, aged 200 or so, comes across
>Tree-of-Life and turns into a Protector. But I thought that, if the virus
>was taken after age 48, the ingestor (?) would die, as did that belter in
>"The adults" part of _Protector_.

Boosterspice. It's too blatant for Niven not have have thought of it; when
you hear about someone eating tree-of-life, the first thing you think is
"How old is he?" Boosterspice is a workable explanation.  Someone said that
Ringworld antiagathic didn't protect Teela's boyfriend from tree-of-life
poisoning, but we know that's different from boosterspice. (They reacted
fatally in Prill.)

>  1)  How can Brennan turn the entire population of Home into
> Protectors without their permission?  Was the danger from the Pak that
> great?

If he thought the danger *might have been* too great, he would have done
it. Protectors have no instinct to prevent breeders from becoming
protectors, and a strong instinct to protect them against outside attack.

>   3) Are Protector-stage Humans as warlike as Protector-stage Pak?

All the fighting in _TRE_ proves that human Protectors are just as good
*at* war. But human society isn't a bunch of warring clans, as Pak society
is. A human Protector would act to protect society as a whole, not fight
against any other human groups.
   Even if war broke out between two human worlds, I think human Protectors
would try to stop it. Chances are they have relatives on both sides.

War against another species, now that's different.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 19:56:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Niven nut

   Here's a task!
   How about a list of ALL Niven's Known Space works?
      . Check John Wenn's booklist for the novels.
      . Check "Tales of Known Space" for the collection's contents and their
respective universes.
      .  However, "ToKS" was collected in '76, so it's a bit outdated.
      .  What does N-Space have to say about Known Space?

   Thanks.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 03:33:13 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: spoilers for _Protector_

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET said:
>>   3) Are Protector-stage Humans as warlike as Protector-stage
>>Pak?
>
>All the fighting in _TRE_ proves that human Protectors are just as good
>*at* war. But human society isn't a bunch of warring clans, as Pak society
>is. A human Protector would act to protect society as a whole, not fight
>against any other human groups.

   I think it's cultural. The Brennan monster and the Truesdale monster
came from the California-ized UN culture of Earth, where there had not been
general warfare for a long time (I think 'World of Ptavs' hinted at a
Sino-Soviet war that destroyed both in one single passage). They didn't
think of humans as belonging to multiple hostile groups. It might have been
different if the Pak had shown up a few centuries earlier (assuming we
survived the encounter). Teela was from the UN Terra, and the Homies didn't
seem from the tiny amount we were told about them to have significant
internal discord.  Intelligence is just a tool, and the values your culture
gives in great measure define how you choose to use it.
	
   If I were a Protector human, I'd be damn careful who I turned into a
Protector. Some folks are best left as dim breeders, lest the 'eternal
warfare' lifestyle of the Pak get recreated. I, on the other hand, can be
trusted with incredible amounts of power hee hee hee.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 16:52:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Down in Flames Material [was:Spoilers for Protector]

   I just checked up on the "Down in Flames" outline.  It says, "Beowulf
Shaeffer, if I place _Down in Flames_ after _Ringworld_ is 200-years old,
middle-aged, even with boosterspice".  So I take this to mean that
somewhere around age 48 or so a physical change takes place within a human
that allows him to become a Protector.  Therefore the 48-yr. business must
be physical age, not chronological.  I don't know anything about
boosterspice yet, so don't spoil it for me, please! (One of these days I
have to read Ringworld).
   BTW, what stori(es) do(es) Larry Greenberg appear in?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 21:59:21 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Niven nut

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET said:
>Here's a task!
>How about a list of ALL Niven's Known Space works?
>   . Check "Tales of Known Space" for the collection's contents and their
>respective universes.
>   .  However, "ToKS" was collected in '76, so it's a bit outdated.

The only Known Space material not listed in _Tales of Known Space_ is:
_Ringworld Engineers_
_The Patchwork Girl_, not published by Del Rey
_Man-Kzin Wars_, _MKW II_, _MKW III_, published by Baen. (Which are set in
     Known Space, though most of them are not by Niven.)

The stuff in the Man-Kzin Wars series is available in different forms.  I
think both of Dean Ing's stories are collected into a novel called
_Cathouse_, and both of Poul Anderson's stories into a novel called
_Inconstant Star_ (?).

_Tales of Known Space_ isn't that out of date, because Niven just stopped
writing Known Space material after a while, as he was bored with it.  Oh,
there's also "Down in Flames", but it doesn't really count.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 21:53:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Niven's protectors

Regards the idea of human protectors being smarter than the original kind:

>From the comments by Brennen in 'Protector', the reason why protectors are
unsentimental and decisive is because they are SO intelligent that they can
see all possibilities and therefore KNOW the correct action.  I.e., that
great intelligence implies total lack of freedom since one knows all the
consequences of one's actions.

If this were true, then how can one have levels of intelligence? I.e., the
Pak Protector was already ultimately smart, no?

Of course the very idea here is rather insane - that the more intelligent
one is, the more clear issues become. On the contrary, issues usually
become more ambiguous. But given this idea of Niven's it seems that all
protectors must be equally (that is, ultimately) intelligent.

Also, I have seen comments on the list suggesting that the puppeteers are
even smarter. Question would be, how come? Again, what makes them
imaginative and smart, while the protectors are decisive and smart?

Hari
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 22:14:05 GMT
From: jhreiher@happy.colorado.edu
Subject: Re: Niven's protectors

IBC6HSR@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU ("Hari Ramachandran") writes:
> Regards the idea of human protectors being smarter than the original
> kind:
>
> From the comments by Brennen in 'Protector', the reason why protectors
> are unsentimental and decisive is because they are SO intelligent that
> they can see all possibilities and therefore KNOW the correct action.
> I.e., that great intelligence implies total lack of freedom since one
> knows all the consequences of ones actions.
> 
> If this were true, then how can one have levels of intelligence? I.e.,
> the Pak Protector was already ultimately smart, no?

The impression I had gotten was that, no, human protectors were not smarter
than their Pak ancestors, but, because of the richness of human "breeder"
culture, they have more options to choose from than the limited ones the
Pak had. So the major difference between the two types of protectors is the
culture of their breeders. Pak breeders are lazy, randy, and spoiled. They
have no need to work, since their protectors will take care of them. Human
breeders have a very rich culture and, for the most part, have nobody to
watch over them, they have to do it themselves, so of course their
protectors would have to be more self reliant, and innovative than the Pak.

> Of course the very idea here is rather insane - that the more intelligent
> one is, the more clear issues become. On the contrary, issues usually
> become more ambiguous. But given this idea of Niven's it seems that all
> protectors must be equally (that is, ultimately) intelligent.

What I think Niven was trying to imply was that a protector could follow
out the possible events of a decision and find the one that has the most
weight of being the one that happens. Still, Brennan-monster didn't know
what his opponents were doing, so he provided several contingency plans and
weapons to cover as many possibilities as he could.

> Also, I have seen comments on the list suggesting that the puppeteers are
> even smarter. Question would be, how come? Again, what makes them
> imaginative and smart, while the protectors are decisive and smart?

Puppeteers are smart enough to be scared sh*tless at the thought of the
human protectors getting hold of their current location. One wonders what
the UN is doing with all that tree of life root they confiscated from
Phssthpok's ship?  Knowing ARM's tendency to supress and *hide* advance
weapons, one wonders who is in charge of ARM? A human protector?

John H. Reiher Jr.
Internet: John.H..Reiher@Happy.colorado.edu
Bitnet: JHREIHER@COLOSPGS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 00:27:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Niven nut

   Could someone who has N-Space at least write me a message listing the
contents?  Surely it has a table of contents in the front.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 01:33:37 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Niven's protectors

jhreiher@happy.colorado.edu writes:
>The impression I had gotten was that, no, human protectors were not
>smarter than their Pak ancestors, but, because of the richness of human
>"breeder" culture, they have more options to choose from than the limited
>ones the Pak had. So the major difference between the two types of
>protectors is the culture of their breeders. Pak breeders are lazy, randy,
>and spoiled. They have no need to work, since their protectors will take
>care of them. Human breeders have a very rich culture and, for the most
>part, have nobody to watch over them, they have to do it themselves, so of
>course their protectors would have to be more self reliant, and innovative
>than the Pak.
 
 A good interpretation, but it overlooks one thing which Niven made quite
clear in _Protector_ - the breeder stock had evolved considerably since the
original protectors died off. A Pak breeder is not, genetically speaking, a
member of the species _Homo sapiens_. According to Brennan, they're more
like _Homo habilis_: just intelligent enough to use tools, make a fire, and
follow a protector's orders. I don't think he even mentions the breeders
having a language. True, they didn't need these things, but even if they
had, they would not have developed them in the absence of protectors. The
evidence, in the context of the Known Space background, is clear. Look at
what happens to a group of breeders when their protectors die off.
 
 There are two known examples of this in Niven's works: Earth, and the
Ringworld. In both cases, the breeders evolved into something different
from the original Pak breeders, and the Pak rapidly died off. On Earth,
with room for only one species, _H. Sapiens_ won out; on the Ringworld,
with limitless room and more ecological niches (fewer indigenous fauna),
the great variety of humanoid species resulted.
 
 You may immediately protest that we don't _know_ for a fact that the Pak
died out on the Ringworld, and indeed, with that much space to hide in,
there could be a population of the original breeders kicking around there
somewhere.  But I doubt it. If the unmutated Pak were viable enough to
survive without their protectors, they would have done so, on Earth if not
on the Ringworld.  If _H. sapiens_ were not a distinct evolutionary advance
over _H. habilis_, why then, _H. habilis_ would have stomped them into the
mud. Niven's evolutionary thesis seems to be that breeders without
protectors must evolve intelligence to compensate for the lack of
intelligent protectors.
 
 There is direct evidence to support this in _Protector_, as well. When
Brennan was captured by Phssthpok, the protector was worried that the
transformation would kill Brennan, based on the physical differences
between humans and the breeders he was used to. The most obvious difference
was the shape of the skull; this represented the larger cerebral cortex
which humans had evolved in their million years of isolation.
 
 So, when a Pak breeder becomes a protector, its Pak brain becomes more
efficient. This makes it much more intelligent than a human breeder. But a
human breeder has a head start on the process. It was more intelligent than
a Pak breeder to begin with, and becoming a prorector improves the already
more useful human brain, giving us something way beyond the human breeder
and even surpassing a Pak protector.
 
 As Truesdale commented (misquotations are my own, but see the epilogue of
_Protector_), "A Pak protector wakes sentient for the first time. A human
protector wakes, and his first thought is, 'I've been stupid.'"  A human
protector is smart enough to realize that the Pak protectors are _not_
stupid, but that he (it?) can outwit them with sufficient effort.
 
 To put it as simply as possible, human protector is to Pak protector as
human breeder is to Pak breeder. Neither one is "ultimately" intelligent,
as someone asserted, but both species of protector make Stephen Hawking
look like a kindergartner, and the human protector, given equal starting
resources, could whup the Pak protector nine falls for ten.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 00:46:30 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Bish Ware)
Subject: H. Beam Piper's Fuzzies

ward@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
> parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
> 
>>	"Fuzzies and Other People" also by Piper.
>>	"Fuzzy Bones" by William Tuning.
>>   These are both sequels to "Fuzzy Sapiens", the manuscript for "Fuzzies
>>and Other People" was rediscovered in 1983 after Tuning wrote his book.
>>Tuning's is very good.  Actually better than "Fuzzies and Other People",
>>which is amazing given Piper's writing.
>
> Not really that amazing.  Tuning had the help and input from Pournelle,
> Carr, Niven and the rest of the LASFS while his book was in progress.
> The Piper sequel was obviously just a first draft that received very
> little editing.  My only real complaint about "Fuzzy Bones" is not that
> it contradicts "Fuzzies and Other People" but that it contradicts
> material from other stories about the Federation and the Empire.
  
  *tilt* I was rather impressed with Tuning's work, and the way he put a
jarhead viewpoint character (of whom Piper would have approved highly, I
feel!) into Piper's history.  He went a long way toward explaining a lot of
inconsistencies and flat-out errors that had cropped up in the original two
books, and I appreciated the trouble, particularly after watching ACE try
to capitalize on Piper's sudden popularity by commissioning "Ardath Mayhar"
to churn out a drivulous sequel.  (Note that the hypnotic lizards who kept
Dian's people in submission in E.R. Burroughs' "Earth's Core" series were
called "mahars" in human language.)

   Care to list the contradictions you note above?   

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 00:27:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Lists

   For those of you out there compiling author lists or looking to find out
which story is in which magazine or anthology, check out William Contento's
_Index to Science Fiction Anthologies and Collections_ [1978].
   Really useful.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1,,
Summary-line: 29-Jan  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #33
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA00427; Tue, 29 Jan 91 10:08:19 EST
Date: Tue, 29 Jan 91 10:08:19 EST
Message-Id: <9101291508.AA00427@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #33
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 29 Jan 91 10:08:19 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #33
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 29 Jan 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 33

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Lackey (3 msgs) & Rawn (3 msgs) &
                         Robinson (5 msgs) & Sleator

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 19:16:10 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Lackey:  By the Sword (mild spoilers)

Mercedes Lackey, "By the Sword", DAW, 492 pages.
Enjoyability: four stars out of five; Quality: two stars.

Reading Lackey's books is a lot like reading Piers Anthony on his better
days: I enjoy it greatly, but feel a need to wash my hands afterwards.

In "By the Sword", Lackey continues her run as a one-note author with a
very good note.  Kerowyn is the granddaughter of Kethry ("Vows and Honor",
"Oathbreakers") and the book opens at the end of her childhood, with the
patented "my parents are insensitive and don't appreciate me and stifle me
I must be adopted" that opens most of Lackey's stories.  After a fortuitous
massacre, she acquires grandmama's magic sword, Need, leaves home and goes
into the Wide World as a mercenary.

Her mercenary career has its ups and downs, some of the latter looking as
though they were cribbed from "The Deed of Paksenarion" (yes, I know that a
similarity between two books doesn't necessarily mean that one was inspired
by the other but, trust me on this one) at the end of which she rises to
the captaincy of her own mercenary company.

The last hundred pages of the book finally give us the crossover with the
Heralds of Valdemar trilogy, as her company is hired to come to Valdemar,
to save it from Ancar of Hardorn (last seen doing evil things in "Arrows
Fall").  (The book also has tie-ins to the "Last of the Herald-Mages"
trilogy, and I'd bet at least even money that, despite the inconsistencies,
Need is the sword from her were-sword stories.)

The ending is farcically swift.  With twenty pages left in the book, the
author realizes the need to wrap up the story, and Gods start falling out
of their Machines so quickly that you can't see the plot for the dust.
("We need to get by the Impenetrable Bog?  Well, I never told you this, but
my great-aunt left me a Dispel Bog spell...")

Lackey's greatest strengths as a writer are also her greatest weaknesses:
She dreams grand, romantic, melodramatic dreams, the sort that make the
finest mind-candy, and she shares them with us.  Unfortunately, when
melodrama comes into conflict with story logic, it always wins.  And,
naturally, all of the authors favorite characters have Unexpected Powers
and lifebonds (however rare we were told those were).

On the plus side, there are no successful rapes in this book.

Forthcoming is the "Mage Winds" trilogy.  I'm guessing that it'll be the
trilogy about Elspeth.  Unfortunately, it's due to appear in hardcover,
first, and I will be damned if I pay hardcover prices for this sort of
crap.  Will I read it when it appears in paperback?  You bet!  Wouldn't
miss it for the world.

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 21:11:12 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: _By the Sword_ by Mercedes Lackey

Another book in her Heralds of Valdemar series, and a bit less distressing
to read than previous ones (nobody gets raped!).  Enjoyable, worthwhile,
long.  It is a connection between the first Heralds series (Queen's Arrow
et al), and another series to be forthcoming (this is all in a timeline at
the beginning of the book).  It involves characters from said trilogy, and
from a duology consisting of The Oathbreakers and another book (which I
hadn't heard of, and went out and bought after I finished BtS).  I highly
recommend it to anyone who has enjoyed the series, and recommend it to
others who are into fantasy in general.

Anyway, I have some questions I want to ask about the entire series, but
I'll wait to see if this posting gets a little discussion going 8-).

Sean Eric Fagan
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 09:32:01 GMT
From: ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Lackey: BY THE SWORD (mild spoilers)

dani@netcom.UUCP (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Forthcoming is the "Mage Winds" trilogy.  [...]  Unfortunately, it's due
>to appear in hardcover, first, and I will be damned if I pay hardcover
>prices for this sort of crap.  Will I read it when it appears in
>paperback?  You bet!  Wouldn't miss it for the world.

My thoughts exactly.  However, should the hardcover possess a Jody Lee
cover, it might prove impossible to resist.  Every time I see any of the
HERALD-MAGE covers in a bookstore, I feel like buying the trilogy all over
again.

I'm glad to hear that the r-word isn't used to further character
development in BY THE SWORD (Lackey's probably saving it up for number 3.
God, I'm glad that neither Raj nor Denny has been raped yet in the
MEROVINGEN books. I wonder how much editorial authority CJ's had to
exercise in order to keep Lackey under control?  ;-) However, both of the
sf-lovers reviews so far have neglected to answer the paramount question in
the minds of all true Lackey fans:

   Are there ANY pages without *italics* in this one?

Pamela Pon
ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 16:21:54 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Raleff the Wanderer)
Subject: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel

   It's been a while since I've read R.A.SF-L but I've noticed that no one
is talking about _Stronghold_, the fourth novel in Melanie Rawn's _Dragon
Prince_ series.  Apparently, it is the start of a new trilogy called
_Dragon Star(?)_.  Basically, I'm just asking for comments or (if I'm not
too late) to announce that it has been released albeit in hardcover.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 02:43:10 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine5.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

I've also noticed that no one seems to be talking about what I considered
an excellent book. Rawn does a very good job of characterization. After
three books in the same world (the first three stood alone pretty much,
although there were strong ties between them all and at the end of the
third book we were given some teasers about future books in the world) with
pretty much the same characters, I found that I really *knew* people like
Rohan and Sioned. It was difficult seeing them grow old; Rawn did an
excellent job of presenting this realistically. Her characters have real
fears about getting old and passing on their power etc.; they are far from
the standard cardboard fantasy heroes.

Well, as I was saying, I really felt like I knew her characters, and was
pleased that she aged them realistically. She also managed to avoid the
trap of having the son of the main hero be just like his father. In fact in
many ways, I simply don't like Pol. He is still the 'good guy' and the
'hero' of the books (although he takes second fiddle to Rohan in this book
more than in the previous one, SunRunner's Fire). However, he isn't nearly
as likeable as Rohan.

In many ways, it seems that Rawn is maturing as a writer at a rapid rate.
The first book was pretty much straight heroic fantasy, with a
concentration on politics and a neat new system of magic. The second book
brought in Scrolls and Mysteries of the Past, and complicated the
political/moral scene a bit more. The third one started dealing with the
questions of how do you maintain a kingdom after you pass on, plus gave us
some very tantalizing hints about the dragons - sort of a transition novel.
It also set the stage for the next big plot development in the world. And
finally, StrongHold has the heros on the losing end, and the reader
wondering whether this is necessarily a bad thing.

On a more technical, storytelling-style note, I was quite impressed with
the way Rawn kept us in the dark about the enemy in StrongHold. We never
get inside the head of their leader, nor do we ever see them except when
characters we already know are interacting with them. Their attacks come
without warning many times. We never get the overarching third-person
god-like perspective; instead, we see the events unfold as the characters
in the story see them. This is something that many fantasy writers seem
unable to do - they feel obliged to give you the details of how the master
villain's mind works, well before the main characters of the story can have
any idea whatsoever themselves.

Well, that sure rambled on a while. As you can tell, I really liked the
series. (Hell, every book in that series has kept me up 'till four in the
morning or so, so far!) Any comments from other people? Anyone think the
books were horrible? Let's hear some feedback!

draphsor@portia.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 05:14:55 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

Oddly enough, a book like Rawn's contains a lot of social commentary, and
talks a lot about human nature.  The difference is that she talks about it
within the context of the storyline and allows the readers to interpret it
and possibly apply it to their lives rather than slapping a reader in the
face with her own pet theories about what life is or what it ought to be
like.

(I think there may be a smiley up there somewhere, but honestly, I haven't
really decided yet.)

Anyway, I have enjoyed both the book and the entire series.  I also found
the characterizations very realistic and human.  The family relationships
she portrays are excellent - no ties closer than blood; at the same time,
no feud more bitter than that of blood.  The magic, as you say, is
interesting and novel.  Even the portrayal of dragons is excitingly new and
different.  And we all know how overused dragons are.

I've had a hard time with the ending of _Sunrunner's Fire_ and
_Stronghold_.  They were dark and depressing, and very much a "no hope"
situation.  But, then again, I am always a sucker for happy endings, and
these depressing endings were still well written.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 02:57:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Icehenge

   The other day I came across _Icehenge_ by Kim Stanley Robinson.
Is it any good?

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 03:57:10 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Icehenge

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>... Is it any good?

It's one of my very favorite books.  Not hard SF by any means, but if
you're interested in a meditation on history, how we make it and how it
makes us back, it's great.  I wish more people would read it.  (And then
everything else KSR writes.)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 15:30:21 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson

Books: 
   *The Wild Shore
   Icehenge
   The Color of Whiteness
   The Planet on the Table (short stories)
   *The Gold Coast
   Escape from Kathmandu
   *Pacific Edge (the new one - is that the right title?)

* books are now known as the Orange County trilogy.  I'd most highly
recommend Icehenge, The Planet on the Table and The Gold Coast.  Escape
from Kathmandu is hilarious.  The Wild Shore is his first, and it shows,
though it's a good book (I think, I know several people here disagree).
The Color of Whiteness is also good but less satisfying than the others.

Robinson is perhaps strongest at short stories.  Check out "Green Mars",
"The Lucky Strike", or "Goddess Mother of the World" (in Escape) if you
don't believe me.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 15:51:58 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Icehenge

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>... Is it any good?

   In a word, yes. I think it's safe to say that anything by KSR is worth
reading (I'll listen to counter-arguments about 'Gold Coast', though).
   Be warned that the 'victories' the main character wins in each of the
three sections can be seen as small, and that truth seems to be a very
maliable substance in 'Icehenge'.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 23:20:05 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Icehenge

Icehenge was a very well-crafted work that proved a very tedious read.

All its characters suffer from an impairment of memory that correlates to
their anti-agathic treatment.  The society depicted is composed of
800-year-old people who can barely remember their own lives, so seem doomed
to repeat them and/or worry about the loss.  There is plenty of reason for
sympathy here, but instead Robinson consciously goes for the kind of
unemotional, ennui-ridden "icy" characters that Robert Silverberg draws
better and in far fewer words.  I don't much like anything Silverberg has
done in the past 20 years, but his same-toned stories have a certain
sterile panache; Robinson's characters have enough shreds of humanity left
to them that they are just barely palatable and at the same time boring to
follow, in the same way that a made-for-TV drama with mediocre plot but
decent actors is often boring while one of those glitzy romps through the
world of the rich-and-famous has some kind of escape value.
 
The central issue of the book, "Does this relic on Pluto (I think it was on
Pluto) even exist and, even if it does and the expedition can find it, is
it real or a folly" could have been solved by better note/picture
taking/keeping around the time of the relic's first sighting, in the
characters' youth.

The book seems in many ways an excuse for exploring the problems of
"mountain climbers in space".  Unfortunately, the reams of
mountain-climbing lore adapted to the new environment and the various
obstacles the expedition faces don't interest me because any intrinsic
interest the subject might hold for me is cancelled out by my not caring
whether the team falls 1-by-1 right off the mountain.

There is a great similarity between Icehenge and lots of 50's SF where the
real story is "can these ships dock in space" or "can so and so reinvent
the wheel with no tools before he runs out of air".  I ploughed through
those at the time but wouldn't want to do it again.  I resent Robinson's
overlaying a basic "can we do it" story with intimations of "the
malleability of history" (to quote James Nicholl a few posts ago); I might
have have been more deeply affected by a more direct treatment of history
vs. memory, which are the real subjects, without all the mountain-climbing,
which is the real story.

Having said all that nasty stuff about Icehenge, I want to unreservedly
recommend Escape from Katmandhu.

It has avalanches more mountain-climbing lore/instructions/advice-to-the-
shiftless; I loved every minute of it.

It has no cosmically important themes like "the malleability of history" to
explore; its just a tall-tale/adventure with a certain amount of heartfelt
ecological/ecumenical propaganda.

It has some very hokey stock-characters, 2 latter-day hippies taking refuge
in the far far east, who are drawn as whole human beings and come off
unforgettably real.  The writing is all 1st-person narrative (from shifting
points of person).  This technique can, used ineptly, kill you with
cuteness.  Robinson's narrators are both people I could listen to all
night.

The only reason I took the book out was that I'd already read the 1st story
in an anthology.  Otherwise, Icehenge might have immunized me against
anything more by Robinson.  There are enough SF authors around with more
pretense than talent.  Now I know Robinson to be only intermittently one of
them.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 17:19:21 GMT
From: srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Bad Writing from William Sleator

William Sleator, most famous as the author of "The House of Stairs", was
mentioned recently on the net for another book, "The Green <somethings> of
Tycho".  (I forget the actual wording.)  Since I was on jury duty near the
Change of Hobbit I decided to drop in and pick it up.

Well, "Green Tycho" wasn't available, but they did have "Interstellar Pig"
and a few others, which I picked up.  (Hey, 20% off, what can I say? :-)
"Interstellar Pig" has turned out to be a amusing in sort of a
gut-wrenching way.

The story concerns an adolescent on vacation next door to some (unknown to
him) aliens who play a game called "Interstellar Pig".  Turns out the game
is really true, and so on.  The text is wooden and ridiculously obvious
(not that the protaganist recognizes a clue until it runs him over) and
studded with some truly bad writing.

On the first page I found a sentence reminscent of Pel Torro:

   "A bright orange sun sank below the trees."

From the use of the indefinite article, I can only assume that this was one
of those wandering suns we see so often in Earth's skies.

A more annoying content error occurs a bit later in the book.  The hero
connects a bunch of lines in his bedroom; they all intersect on a spot on
his window.  Looking out the window, he sees that the spot points to a
large boulder on a distant island!  He eventually finds something there.

To which I can only say, "What luck!"  If the hero had been a little
taller, a little shorter, standing a bit to one side or the other, he might
never have found that boulder.

The game "Interstellar Pig" is also fairly ludicrous.  There's a certain
starting position that's an automatic immediate win for one of the players.
Don't you hate games like that?  :-)

Scott Turner

------------------------------
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                       Aliens (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 19:24:02 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: Silent Running

I liked Silent Running, too (except for the Buffy St. Marie songs {it was
Buffy, wasn't it? Joan Baez?}).  I've always thought that it had the most
realistic, non-stylized spaceship interiors I've ever seen (the interiors
were shot on an old Navy aircraft carrier).  The only thing they never
explained was the gravity; there shouldn't have been any, and there was.
Whatever caused it stopped at the hull, though, as stuff they threw
overboard just floated away.

For the rest, it was all a parable: see, the dome is the Earth, and we are
the Drones. We Drone/people should be good to the dome/Earth, take care of
it, and not nuke it... get it????  The whole ecology theme is wrapped up in
Bruce Dern's shouted line: "Those domes are not replaceable!" (as the rest
of the crew blew them into plasma).

I remember being very impressed with the special effects the first time I
saw the movie.  I especially like the Drones, and wondered how they worked,
as their movements seemed far too complex for mechanical props.  I was
amazed/shocked when I learned that there were people inside - double
amputees who "walked" on their hands.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 15:24:29 GMT
From: JBK4@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Robot-Jox

At a ST convention that I had attended back in November, they featured
previews of upcoming movies, one of which was called 'Robot Jox.'  I
thought that the previews had looked pretty good but I haven't seen or
heard anything more about this movie since then.  Does anyone have any info
on it?  Release dates?

Jason Koszarsky
JBK4@PSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 18:53:37 GMT
From: 310b3833@fergvax.unl.edu (Reichenbach)
Subject: Re: Robot-Jox

<JBK4@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>At a ST convention that I had attended back in November, they featured
>previews of upcoming movies, one of which was called 'Robot Jox.'  I
>thought that the previews had looked pretty good but I haven't seen or
>heard anything more about this movie since then.  Does anyone have any
>info on it?  Release dates?

It was released in Lincoln about two weeks ago.  It is an "OK" movie.

WARNING POSSIBLE SPOILERS UPCOMING!!!

It stars Gary Graham (Alien Nation) as the Champion "Robotjock" for a free
market economic/political entity called "the Market".  His nemesis is the
Champion 'jock for a political entity known as "the Confederation".  Note:
Confederation "citizens" speak with heavy Russian accents, while Marketeers
have "American" English accents.

The FX are "OK".  Not great, but, well, OK stop-motion.  There is one point
where one of the giant "Robotech-esque" robots launches its fist.  This
effect is really _bad_.  It looked like something out of the old Flash
Gordon or Captain Video serials.

The story is "OK".  There are many interesting kernels of ideas in the
plot, but none is really explored in any depth.

The acting is "OK" But, that's alright, since the robots are supposed to be
the real stars.

I suggest seeing it when you can get matinee prices, or waiting for it to
come out on video.

Michael
310b3833@fergvax.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 21:27:04 GMT
From: groh@sig.cs.fsu.edu (Jim Groh)
Subject: Re: Robot-Jox

JBK4@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>At a ST convention that I had attended back in November, they featured
>previews of upcoming movies, one of which was called 'Robot Jox.'  I
>thought that the previews had looked pretty good but I haven't seen or
>heard anything more about this movie since then.  Does anyone have any
>info on it?  Release dates?

Already released, about 5 weeks ago??  Serious stinker, almost as bad as
the all time classic mega-force, and here's a thumbs up for you!!  Wait for
the video tape and then drink a lot before seeing it.

Jim Groh
groh@sig.cs.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 05:31:07 GMT
From: firmiss@cae.wisc.edu
Subject: Re: Robox Jox

Whoa, the movie came OUT?

I don't ever recall seeing it listed in any of the local theaters around
here.  It must have been as bad as the book.

Yes, just yesterday I finished reading the novelized version of "Robot
Jox".  Interesting premise but too damn silly.  The whole thing reminded me
of a cross between Jonny Sokko's Flying Robot, those Transformers toys
which were popular a couple of years back, and Rocky IV (the one with that
big Russian dude).  Luckily I bought the book at a library sale for 10
cents (it was not worth much more than that).
   I found the "Toxic Crusaders" animated series shown this week on our Fox
network channel much more entertaining (based on the "Toxic Avenger"
movies).

James Firmiss
Univ. of Wisc. Madison  
firmiss@cae.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 18:36:44 GMT
From: ua_rlp@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu (I am created Shiva)
Subject: Re: Robot-Jox

<JBK4@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>At a ST convention that I had attended back in November, they featured
>previews of upcoming movies, one of which was called 'Robot Jox.'  I
>thought that the previews had looked pretty good but I haven't seen or
>heard anything more about this movie since then.  Does anyone have any
>info on it?  Release dates?

_Robot Jox_ (originally _Robo-Jox_) was filmed something like 3 or 4 years
ago in the deserts of Arizona. Simply put, the movie is about gladitorial
combat using titanic humanoid war machines. It was filmed using remote and
radio controlled models in the desert; no "stop-action" or "blue screen"
with this movie.

It's been "in the can" for a few years now, and is currently available on
video in Japan and Europe. Last I heard, it MIGHT be out in theaters this
summer, competing with GUNHED.

Richard Pieri
14 Westdale RD.                  
Holbrook, MA 02343-1031          
Internet: UA_RLP@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu
          rpieri@lynx.northeastern.edu     
BITNET:   UA_RLP@nuhub                     

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 05:29:51 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: Robot-Jox

About it's release.  It was released a few months ago in the theatre's to
some really bad reviews of the net.  I was taking a class with Joe Haldeman
at the time and he was pretty excited because it was his first movie (he
wrote the screenplay).

I've never seen it, but he mentioned that the plot was based on that of the
_Iliad_ .

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 18:24:00 GMT
From: TERNENT@wkuvx1.bitnet (John Ternent)
Subject: RE: Highlander II

I picked up a freebie movie magazine at the theater about a month ago which
had an interview with Sean Connery. He said that they were filming parts of
Highlander II in Spain at the time, so I presume it is in some kind of
final production stage by now. I _hope_ it will be released soon, but it
will be tough (IMHO) to beat the first one.

As to the soundtrack, I finally tracked it down. It is not a soundtrack per
se, but it released as Queen's "It's a Kind of Magic." Great tape!

For what it's worth.

John Ternent
TERNENT%WKUVX1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 21:49:04 GMT
From: jarrell@vtserf.cc.vt.edu (Ron Jarrell)
Subject: Robocop II inside joke

Got my laserdisc of Robocop II today, and noticed something I haven't seen
anyone mention yet.  Without spoiling the plot, at one point in the lab we
see the list of Robocop's directives going by, as they're being stored.  In
and amongst the ones we see being read out later is one that says:

2XX:  Avoid Orion Meetings.

(Orion, of course, being the distributor of the film :-))

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 19:14:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: Aliens III

Recently, there's been lots of talk as to whether the Alien species Ripley
discovered in Alien and fought more in Aliens was "created" (perhaps as a
weapon) or "evolved" due to the conditions in its original environment.

I suppose that it is still within the bounds of the movie time-line for
either of these possibilities to "come true", as it is never clearly stated
one way or the other.  I will fight to the death, however, that what
happened on the derelict space craft which Ripley (and the others)
investigated in the first movie was _exactly_ what happened to Ripley and
crew, with but one exception: someone survived.  In defense of this, I'll
remind you that Mother (the resident computer) deciphered enough of the
beacon from the derelict craft to know it was a warning, not just a random
homing signal.

Presumably, the creatures on the ship wanted to keep others of its own kind
AWAY.  It was purely by mistake that it lured Ripley and the others to
land.  Of course, the situation was complicated further by the android, but
that's a different matter altogether.

There's no indications that the Aliens reached the homeplanet of the
creatures which built the derelict ship, so perhaps they and the Humans
could team up in future sequels?  Sadly, I think that these creatures are
simply too large to be easily filmed as human counterparts, so they'll
probably never appear. The whole point of them being so large is to give
the audience some feel for how deadly the Aliens are.  I mean, if a gun
will knock out a 7 foot, 300 pound guy, a chap that's much smaller will
probably be pretty leary of getting hit too.  "Game Over, Man! Game Over!!"

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 20:10:54 GMT
From: kilian@eesun.gwu.edu (Jens Kilian)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU (Scott) writes:
>Recently, there's been lots of talk as to whether the Alien species Ripley
>discovered in Alien and fought more in Aliens was "created" (perhaps as a
>weapon) or "evolved" due to the conditions in its original environment.

I always thought the Aliens were supposed to be spaceborn, that being the
most dangerous form of life imaginable. (After all, the Alien in part I
managed to survive even after it was ejected into space, and Ripley had to
roast it with the drive to finish it off.) Anything adapted to life in
space should be able to survive in ANY environment 

Internet: kilian@seas.gwu.edu
UUCP: ...uunet!seas.gwu.edu!kilian

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 04:27:52 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

grahamm@sco.COM (Graham Moore) writes:
>greg@hoss.unl.edu writes:
>>Apparently the Company knew already shortly before the Nostromo left
>>Gateway with the android Ash.
>
>I don't mean to be picky but Gateway was constructed between Ripley being
>lost after Alien till she was picked up 57 years later in Aliens.

Hmm, then what was the name of the place Dallas said in the conversation
with Ripley in the hall of the Nostromo?  Conversation was Ripley asking
Dallas whether he had ever shipped with Ash before.  Dallas replies in the
negative, saying he did x runs with another science officer, and that the
Company replaced him t time-units before they left the location in
question, "_with_ Ash," emphasis Dallas'.  (If I was at home, and my sis
wasn't recording something tonight, which she probably is, I would pop in
Alien and check that out verbatum but, I'm not.  Perhaps I will do a
follow-up later about that.  I tried to keep as much as the original
conversation wordage as possible. :-)

greg@hoss.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 06:03:32 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Alien III -- and fear of the Earth

greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.) writes:
>>I don't mean to be picky but Gateway was constructed between Ripley being
>>lost after Alien till she was picked up 57 years later in Aliens.
>
>Hmm, then what was the name of the place Dallas said in the conversation
>with Ripley in the hall of the Nostromo?

I don't think he specified a name.

Regardless, it wasn't Gateway. Remember that Ripley didn't recognize
Gateway at all after she woke up. That's because it'd been built since she
had last shipped out.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 12:44:27 GMT
From: rmal@cernvax.cern.ch (richard lucock)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

kilian@seas.gwu.edu (Jens Kilian) writes:
>I always thought the Aliens were supposed to be spaceborn, that being the
>most dangerous form of life imaginable. (After all, the Alien in part I
>managed to survive even after it was ejected into space, and Ripley had to
>roast it with the drive to finish it off.) Anything adapted to life in
>space should be able to survive in ANY environment 

I wouldn't have thought that a species that evolved in space would be able
to move about on a planetary surface with the ease that aliens do.  And an
atmosphere might well be sufficient to crush it to death.

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 11:32:20 GMT
From: apm@hpopd.pwd.hp.com (Andrew Merritt)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

kilian@seas.gwu.edu (Jens Kilian) writes:
>After all, the Alien in part I managed to survive even after it was
>ejected into space, and Ripley had to roast it with the drive to finish it
>off.) Anything adapted to life in space should be able to survive in ANY
>environment

Does this mean the Queen in Aliens is still alive and floating around in
space after Ripley flushed her out the airlock?  (Or has she hung on to the
outside of the ship somewhere?).

Andrew

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 18:40:13 GMT
From: jstclair@gmuvax2.gmu.edu (John W. St. Clair)
Subject: Re: "Alien": Is methane toxic to them?

>    The question is WHAT WERE THOSE BUTTONS?  More specifically, what was
>that fourth button, the one that the Alien couldn't stand?

After consulting the _Alien_ Movie Novel, (c) 1979, Avon Books, the mystery
of 'what we're those buttons?' can now be solved.

Button A == (IF )  what ever these are, I'm not a Chemistry Major
               5

Button B == (CH)(CH )( )
                   3  3

Button C == (CH CL)
               3

Button D == (NOCL)

Button E == unknown

John W. St. Clair 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 13:32:30 GMT
From: iclayton@cs.strath.ac.uk (Ian Clayton IE88)
Subject: Re: Alien and the French Autodestruct notes

Various people have been trying to decipher the rationale behind Ripley
pressing various buttons on the console in order to shift the alien.

I would say that none of the other jets of gas actually hit the alien and
only the last one did, the point which someone else made about liquified
gas release being fairly %-) cold makes me think this is why the alien
moved as the temperature change is so rapid.

Another point about the film noted after seeing the 70mm version:

When Ripley is trying to deactivate the auto destruct which shuts off the
cooling system to the drive berg she runs her finger along the instructions
on the inside of the cover. Perhaps the reason she didn't get the cooling
system back on in time is because the instructions were in French !!!!!.

Cheers.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 21:56:24 GMT
From: berry@cs-col.columbia.ncr.com (John Berry)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

apm@hpopd.pwd.hp.com (Andrew Merritt) writes:
>kilian@seas.gwu.edu (Jens Kilian) writes:
>>After all, the Alien in part I managed to survive even after it was
>>ejected into space, and Ripley had to roast it with the drive to finish
>>it off.) Anything adapted to life in space should be able to survive in
>>ANY environment.
>
>Does this mean the Queen in Aliens is still alive and floating around in
>space after Ripley flushed her out the airlock?  (Or has she hung on to
>the outside of the ship somewhere?).

I wondered about this too. In Alien, if you recall, the beast *climbed* the
rope from the grappling hook (or whatever) stuck in its, uh, chest.  In
Aliens, the Queen was ejected away from the ship from the force of the air
escaping the airlock.

Since she wasn't ejected toward the planet, she may still be drifting in
space plotting a sequel.

jb

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 07:30:54 GMT
From: calvin@wshb.csms.com ( WSHB employee)
Subject: aliens in general

   Well has anybody thought that maybe after the aliens adapt to a certain
species that they have different forms and different weaknesses.  Let's say
that maybe the alien that destroyed the aliens aboard the derelict may be
different from the ones that Ripley encountered because they or it adapted
to that particular species.  This also leads to the fact that mabe they
can't re-adapt after they are first adapted to their host.
   This also seems to support the theory that they are a product of
warfare.  What better way to destroy a non-geneticaly related enemy alien
than to drop these critters in their laps and watch the fun.  You could
even go to the planet and watch it first-hand.  Then after all of your
enemies have been destroyed, the creature being non-adaptable, would die
out by itself.  Maybe they had their eye on the Earth as a drop point
before their little accident with their weapon.
   Something to think about.

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date:     Thu, 17 Jan 91 20:31:36 -0400
From: JCARROL0@sctnve.bitnet
Subject:  Dark Shadows Over Atlanta

Dark Shadows Over Atlanta invites you to attend our next meeting. Meetings
are spent watching DS videos and socializing. Current storyline: 1897 -
Quentin's Curse. Northside Public Library, Highway 41 in Buckhead. Next
meeting: Feb. 9 from 1-4. MARTA accessible. Info, write: DSOA, PO Box 503,
Forest Park, GA 30051-0503 Membership by attendance, no dues. Club has been
in operation over 3 years.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 19:05:32 GMT
From: kornele@d.cs.okstate.edu (KORNELE BRYAN WAYN)
Subject: Robert Heinlein Fan Help

Does anyone know the address of a R. Heinlein Fan Club? I would appreciate
it if someone would e-mail me this info.

Thanks.

Bryan Kornele
Oklahoma State University
kornele@d.cs.okstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 13:58:36 GMT
From: DMARKFIE@indymed.bitnet
Subject: Convention Announcement

Hi.  Thought I would inform everyone of a GREAT convention I have heard
about!!  It's called WhoosierCon I and it is a Doctor Who convention.
Confirmed guests are:

Jon Pertwee - third doctor
Katy Manning - Jo Grant (this is Katy's first American Con appearance in
                  OVER 10 YEARS)
John Levene - Sgt. Benton
Richard Franklin - Captain Yates
John Freeman - Editor DWM
Eric Hoffman - Doctor Who historian

As of yet not confirmed is:

Nicholas Courteny - the Brigadier

the Con is Saturday April 6, 1991 at the Warren Performing Arts Center in
Indianapolis, IN.  It starts at 9AM that day and features the usual -
panels, merchandise, videos as well as a free Cabaret.  

Additionally the Friday before the Con there will be a special reception
with ALL the guests.  This is LIMITED TO 250. 

For more info or to register please contact:

   WhoosierCon I
   PO Box 51133
   Indianapolis, IN 46251

Hope to see you all there!!!  (I know I will be)

Later.

Dave Markfield

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 17:03:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #25

				 WISCON 15
			     1 - 3 March 1991
			   Holiday Inn Southeast
				MADISON, WI

Guests of Honor:
   Pat Murphy: Nebula Winner, The Falling Woman
   Pamela Sargent: Author and Editor, Women of Wonder
Special Guests:
   Joan Vinge: Former Wiscon GoH, The Snow Queen
   Jim Frenkel: Editor
Attending Pros:
   Pat Cadigan (tenative), Emma Bull (former GoH, Armadillocon GoH),
Elaine Bergstrom, Kris Jensen, Will Shetterly, Susana Sturgis and others.

Hotel Info:
   Holiday Inn Southeast, I90/94 at Beltline Hwy.
   Limited number of rooms for differently abled fans.
   Phone (608) 222-9121

Panels:
   SF, Censorship and the NEA
   Women Writing about the Aliens -- Men
   Midnight Vampire Panel
   Women Writers You've Probably Never Heard Of
   and More

Masqurade:
   Saturday Afternoon
   Theme: 25th Year of Star Trek

Dance Mixer:
   Friday Night

Banquet:
   Saturday Evening
   Entrees: roast beef, chicken, vegetarian lasagne
   Tickets: in advance

Fan Suite:
   Macintosh Desktop Publishing
   Photocopier equipped

Smoke Free Consuite!

Address:
   WISCON
   PO Box 1624
   Madison, WI 53701-1624
   (608) 231-2324
   humphrie@vms.macc.wisc.edu (Put WISCON in subject line)

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 19:52:02 GMT
From: taitj@sandnet.ucsd.edu (Janet Tait)
Subject: Convention listings

I thought the people on this list might like to know about a convention
happening on President's Day Weekend (February 16-18, 1991) in San Diego,
CA. It's called:

   CON/FUSION

and will have a lot of neat stuff going on. We will have a dealer's room,
an art show, programming (focused on SF, comics, art, and fannish topics),
a film program, Japanese animation, parties, workshops, a Masquerade, and
lots of other events.

Guests of Honor: Tim Powers, author of The Drawing of the Dark, Dinner at
Deviant's Palace, The Stress of Her Regard.  etc. is the SF guest of honor.
Steve Rude, artist of the Nexus series for First Comics, is the comics
guest of honor.  Jim and Doreen Webbert, well-known Arizona fans, are the
Fan Guests of Honor. Other interesting people planning to attend include
Marion Zimmer Bradley (her only con appearance this year, so far as I
know), Vernor Vinge, Sheila Finch, Kelly Freas, Atanielle Noel, Jefferson
Swycaffer, comic book artists Jim Lee, Trina Robbins, Kieron Dwyer, and
many others.

Location: The convention will take place at the Convention and Performing
Arts Center and the Kingston Hotel, in downtown San Diego.

For more info you can contact me at the address below, or call the
convention office at (619) 544-9555.

Janet Tait
UCSD Library
La Jolla, CA 92093
(619) 566-0881
Internet: jtait@ucsd.edu
BITNET: jtait@ucsd

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 17:58:37 GMT
From: saulnier@cs.dal.ca (Todd R. Saulnier)
Subject: WOLFCON

WOLFCON IV Science Fiction and Science Fantasy Convention

What?  A science fiction & science fiction multi-media convention. Role
       playing tournaments (D&D, gurps, etc). Forums, lectures,
       demonstrations Special guests include : Dan Valkos, hypnotist and
       telepath, and Dr.  Harry Taylor, retired NASA scientist and many
       local professors and authors. Great art show. Short story
       competition. Costume contest.  Short film contest. Fantastic
       prizes!!  Clubs extravaganza : Role playing clubs, comic book clubs,
       clubs, Star Trek clubs, Society for Creative Anachronism, Monty
       Python appreciation club, Metro Science Fiction, Dr. Who fan clubs,
       Fantasy Field Trip Society, and more. Continous movies (including
       our first B-movie fest) and much much more.

When?  March 1,2nd and 3rd, 1991

Where? Acadia University, Wolfville, NS, Canada

Ticket: Are available at Wilkies, 1-million comics, Odessey 2000 and other
       fine stores in Halifax/Darthmouth region, or by contacting the
       addresses below.

Accomodations: 
   Wandlyn Inn, Coldbrook, NS
   45 min drive from Halifax on highway 101.  
   pool and hot tub
   shuttle service to convention 

Info? For more info and/or tickets and room reservations contact either:

   Todd Saulnier (Con Financial coordinator)
   52 Evans Ave, Apt #8
   Halifax, NS
   B3M 1C4
   Canada
   (902)-443-9615 
   email : saulnier@cs.dal.ca

   Mark Crouse (Con-coordiantor)
   Box 796, 
   Wolfville, NS
   B0P 1X0
   (902)-542-9306

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 21:08:42 GMT
From: SCHLAWD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Foreign Magazines of SF,F,H

I would appreciate the addresses and contacts for any foreign magazines
which publish Fantasy, ScienceFiction or Horror fiction and/or poetry.  I
am not interested in English language magazines in the US, England or
Australia.  I am particularly interested in non-English magazines, although
English language ones in a non-English speaking country are acceptable.  I
am also particularly interested in some particular areas which I don't know
much of.  Particularly, France, Portugal, Spain (I've heard of one called
Gigamesh but have no info), any of the latin Americas (I've heard of Nadir
and Supernove in Chile and Argentina but again have no info), Greece, Italy
(I know of Nova Sf and have he ard of I China Fumo but know no more about
it), Germany, etc.  Areas which I have pretty complete information are
Belgium, the Netherlands and Finland.  I know of one magazine in Denmark
(Forum Fabulatorum) another in Norway but am interested in any others,
either in those countries or the teutonic countries not mentioned -
Iceland, Sweden, Switzerland, etc.  I have no concrete information on any
of the Baltics, but have heard of Svet Fantastiky in Czechoslovakia.  Also
I know of Fickje in Poland, but am interested in any others there.
Basically any foreign mag you know of that uses sf, fantasy or horror.
Much thanks in advance.

I hope to hear from some of you soon.  

Larry
SCHLAWD@YALEVM

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 03:56:36 GMT
From: dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: 'Zine List

I've been asked and I _know_ that it's REALLY a stupid thing to do, but
here goes.  I'm trying to compile a list of fanzines, and I'd like some
net.help on this.

Send the name of your 'zine, and your name and address, and maybe a brief
description.  If you can't get me email, try

Dave Weingart
400 Fulton St, #10B
Farmingdale, NY  11735 
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 01:15:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Magazines

   I'd like a list of all the early sf magazines, their editors, and when
they folded (if they have yet).
   The ones I know:
      Astounding Science Fiction(1937?-1969;changed to Analog)
      The Magazine of Fantasy(?-1950;changed to MFand Science Fiction)
      Galaxy Science Fiction(1950-) Horace L Gold
      Worlds of If
      Weird Tales
      Planet Stories
      Super Science Stories
      Thrilling Wonder Stories
      Startling Stories
      Star Science Fiction
      Universe
      Fantastic Universe
      Fantasy Book
      Worlds of Tomorrow
      Futures Unbounded
      Nova
      Omni
      Other Edens
      Other Worlds
      Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine

   I think Astounding goes like this:
      John W Campbell, Jr.
      oops, that's wrong.
      1.  Harry Bates
      2.  John W Campbell, Jr.
      3.  Ben Bova
      4. Gardner Dozois
      5. Stanley Schmidt

   Can anyone shed light on the problem?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 12:22:26 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: The 1991 Fantasy Art Calendar

The Charlie Card Fund was created in 1990 by the Michigan SF convention
(Contraption) to raise money for United Cerebral Palsy.  This year, the
Fund has published a 1991 Fantasy Art Calendar.  It features black and
white drawings by the following artists:

   Sheryl Birkhead                    April Lee
   Heather Bruton                     Peggy Ranson
   P. L. Carruthers-Montgomery        Laurel Slate
   Colleen Doran                      Diana Stein
   Tom Dow                            Gale Tang
   Brad Foster                        Sylvus Tarn
   Teddy Harvia                       Ruth Thompson
   Linda Leach Hardy                  Robin Wood

It features convention dates and addresses, holidays, and astronomnical
information.  It can be purchased for $6.00, which includes postage.
Please make all checks payable to The Charlie Card Fund, P.O.  Box 2285,
Ann Arbor, MI 48106.  All revenue, less the cost of printing and mailing
the calendars, will be donated to United Cerebral Palsy.

The Charlie Card Fund is named for the son of Orson Scott Card, who has
cerebral palsy.  Please note that this is not a fundraiser for the Card
family, but for the organization that has helped them cope with Charlie's
illness.

These calendars will also be for sale at upcoming conventions, including
Confusion and Boskone.

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
Laurie_Mann@m80.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 18:35:50 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
>Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
>story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
>portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
>Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
>counterexamples?

Two good techniques that are used by authors to portray characters with
gargantuan intellect are:

   i) Portraying the character as someone who wouldn't normally have the
      level of intelligence that is given to them, although the
      intelligence is nothing terribly out of the ordinary.  A good example
      of this is the portrayal of the Wiggen children in Card's Ender
      books.  By adult standards, the children are not hyper intelligent,
      but the fact that they are that intelligent at such a young age gives
      them the illusion of hyper-intelligence, because the reader is fooled
      into making the perhaps false assumption that the person will get
      smarter as they grow.

         Another way to use this same device is the old hidden mentor trick
      - someone who is smarter than their cultural, or social background
      should allow; this can give the illusion of 'a great natural talent',
      when it is really just a rejection of social conditioning.  For
      example, consider how the character Yentl might have appeared to the
      audience, if they had not known that her father had been teaching her
      things in secret.

   ii) The other effective method often used was perhaps refined to an
       absurd level by Conan Doyle, in the creation of the
       hyper-intelligent Sherlock Holmes.  There are a number of devices at
       work here, but the two most obvious are:

         a) The extension of the trivial to the important.  Holmes was
            portrayed as posessing a huge variety of essentially useless
	    trivial knowledge (the London train schedule, tobacco
            varieties, the names for 'house cat' in 300 different languages
            - ok maybe not the last one, but you get the idea).  The writer
            then constructed the illusion that this immense knowledge base
            also extended to *the gaps in between* the useless trivia.
            This is a fairly easy illusion to maintain - just flash a wide
            variety of trivial detail at them at important times, and keep
            them guessing.

         b) The concentration of time from the large to the small.  Conan
            Doyle may have taken months to plot his tales (or at least
            weeks), but Holmes unraveled the plots in a matter of pages
            that give the illusion that he is doing it in minutes.  This
            also includes the old jumping from premise 'a' to conclusion
            'z' bit while missing all the 'unnecessary' steps in between.
            These steps where 'obvious' to Holmes, but to the reader they
            were done bewilderingly quickly.

       Once you have set up the 'character' of the super-genius using these
       two devices, you can call on the audience for 'willing engagement of
       belief' to fill in the detail, and allow huge jumps of logic that
       are extremely shaky, e.g. Holmes assuming that someone has just
       eaten because of the spots of sauce on his lapel - not a good
       inference, but a reasonably likely one, Holmes presents it as a
       'certainty' with his pompous style, and the audience buys it because
       of Holmes demonstrated perfection.

LeGuin once said that all fiction is lying - lying about a character to
convince the reader that he is super-intelligent is just another form of
lying and is a skill that can be learned through practice. We all accept
the lie that HawkMan has wings (even though we know that it's ridiculous),
because DC comics carefully avoided any sort of kinesthetic explanation of
his Anatomy.  Baffle gab can be a useful tool here, but is used only
sparingly by the masters.

Vik

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 18:30:00 GMT
From: ACW@yukon.scrc.symbolics.com (Allan C. Wechsler)
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #17

szabo@crg5.UUCP (Nick Szabo) writes:
> My favorite topics include:
>  ...
> * IQ enhancing drugs

Dan@Transarc.Com responds:
>Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
>story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
>portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
>Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
>counterexamples?

Yeah, Brunner's _The Stone That Never Came Down_.  Andersen's _Brain Wave_.
(OK, it's not a drug, but so what?)  I'm sure there are others.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 09:24:28 GMT
From: sbs@ciara.frame.com (Steven Sargent)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

Try also "The Child buyer" by John Hersey.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 17:56:11 GMT
From: tessier@iro.umontreal.ca (Jean Tessier)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

There's Walter Jon Williams' _Hardwired_. It isn't much of a story, but the
background is quite good, somewhat like that found in _Neuromancer_.

There's Walter Jon Williams' _Voice of the Wirlwind_.  Much better than
_Hardwired_ for the plot and characterisation and all.

Jean Tessier
tessier@iro.umontreal.ca
u2350@jsp.umontreal.ca

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Technical SF (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 01:23:33 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>Well, not drugs, but to your main point, a story from the 50's or 60's
>(maybe Children of the Atom, author unclued) depicts a bunch of kids of
>atomic (bomb?) researchers who are frighteningly intelligent; I remember
>Timothy Paul was one of the children, who deliberately never learned to
>pronounce long words, so that folks would laugh at his mispronounciation,
>rather than question his being aware of the word at all.  And one little
>girl, maybe first or second grade, asking the librarian "How many people
>have ever read the whole Encyclopedia Britanica?"  "Three, I think."
>"Well, then I'm four and five, I've read it twice."  "That's nice, dear."
>
>I guess this becomes Yet Another Story ID request.  The point is, it can
>be done; you don't have to portray intelligence, particularly, just the
>kind of problems and behavior it can entail, to succeed with your story
>and make your reader believe in your characters' intelligence.

"Children of the Atom" by Wilmar Shiras.  Don't know much of its print
history, I first read a library copy in the early/mid sixties, and I have a
paperback from the early sixties somewhere down in L.A.  I know that it was
reissued in either hardcover or trade paper back in 78-79, as it was
mentioned in the Foothill College paper that it was illustrated by a
teacher or student from that school.  Haven't reread it in probably 10
years, it's about time I dug it up again.  The short story "In Hiding" that
makes up the first third of the book, has been fairly widely anthologized.

>Similarly, van Vogt's Slan worked fairly well, though that fiction style
>is dated for today's audience, and somebody's Mutant, a tight knit
>almost-a-novel collection of stories about the "baldies" who are both
>intelligent and telepathic, was very successful, again because the
>problems, not the brains, were what drove the story.

Just reread "Slan" a couple of months ago.  Despite his drifts into bizarre
pseudo-science, I've always liked van Vogt's writing style.  "Alien" would
have been a much better movie if the producers etc. had stuck closer to the
story they were ripping off ("Black Destroyer", now part of "The Voyage of
the Space Beagle").  The stories collected and tied together into the
semi-novel "Mutant" were by Henry Kuttner as I recall, originally published
under his "Lewis Padgett" pseudonym.  A good resolution, in that artificial
telepathy transceivers were eventually developed for the "Normals".

>For that matter, Captain Nemo in Verne's 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea was
>described as supremely intelligent, surely an example of success with such
>an idea.

There is an excellent article from "The Baker Street Journal" reprinted as
an appendix in Philip Jose Farmer's "The Other Log of Phileas Fogg" that
gives good evidence that "Captain Nemo", aside from not being the nice guy
he claimed to be, was very possibly an early alias of Professor James
Moriarty.

And of course, it is difficult to deny that all of Conan Doyle's stories
about Sherlock Holmes and Professor George Challenger are about Supermen.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 18:56:00 GMT
From: morgan@eureka.arc.ab.ca (Sean Morgan)
Subject: IQ enhancement stories

>> My favorite topics include:
>>  ...
>> * IQ enhancing drugs
>
> Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
> story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
> portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
> Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
> counterexamples?

Poul Anderson's _Brain Wave_ (1950's?) had IQ enhancement of yet another
sort.  Throughout history (and pre-history?) the solar system had been
passing through a cosmic IQ dampening field, from which it suddenly
emerges.  Hokey I know but an extremely interesting premise, well carried
off to boot.

The paperback I have shows a chimpanzee riding an elephant and brandishing
a rifle, but it is not (all) _Planet of the Apes_ stuff.  Parallel with
_Flowers for Algernon/Charly_, the protagonist is a mentally handicapped
man who (in this case) suddenly finds himself `normal`, but now in a world
of supergenii.  Truly a unique book.

I really enjoyed this back in high school, but I'm pretty sure it still
stands up.  I have since recommended it to a couple of (adult) friends
interested in IQ's and they claimed to enjoy it.

MILD SPOILER.  The first few pages are the best part of the book with
vignettes of people (and animals) discover their tripled IQ's: a public
school kid reinvents (rediscovers?) calculus before breakfast; a rabbit
figures out how to escape from a live trap!

BIGGER SPOILER: another interesting event is when a pair of genius in their
newly invented spaceship accidentally reenter the dampening field and are
no longer able to operate the controls.

Sean Morgan

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 22:37:12 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Portrayal of supermen in SF / was: Rec's for Technical SF

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
> I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good story about IQ
> enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly portraying a
> character smarter than the author.

"Our Neural Chernobyl", by Bruce Sterling, avoids this difficulty by
maintaining a distance from the enhanced characters.  It's a fine story,
told with a light touch and a pleasantly optimistic view of fatal unnatural
disasters.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 19:29:35 GMT
From: myers@hpfcdj.fc.hp.com (Bob Myers)
Subject: Re: Recommendations of Technical SF

>Hmmm, to each his own.  I'd say it's virtually impossible to write a good
>story about IQ enhancing drugs, because of the problem of convincingly
>portraying a character smarter than the author.  Except for `Flowers for
>Algernon.` (Which used surgery, but it's the same idea.) Other
>counterexamples?
 
How about "Starburst," by, ah, um, errrrr, Fred Pohl?  (That's the problem
with writing these things *here*, and having all the #%$%@#&! books
*there*!)

Bob Myers
myers@fc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 21:28:01 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Adam Hart)
Subject: Tech SF

<<excerpt from Dolan's comments on "CHILDREN OF THE ATOM" deleted>>
> Walter (I think) Shiras.  Timothy Paul was in the first story "In Hiding"
> and there were several others.

   Close, but no cigar.  Try Wilmar Shiras.  Not even *close* to being a
guy named Walter.  "IN HIDING" was the best of the bunch; a notable
achievement.  (Timothy appeared in all the stories.)
  Unfortunately, subsequent attempts to mine the same vein didn't pan out;
Shiras' examination of variations in character produced by childhood
environment were her sole addition to the original brilliant evocation of
Timothy Paul.
  The book is recommended as an example of both very excellent and very sad
fiction; the last story, in which the Children leave their school and go
out into the world to be part of the human race, so they won't be feared
and reviled, is possibly the most negative portrayal of genius and general
humanity that I read in that decade.  I regard the last section of
"CHILDREN OF THE ATOM" as a paranoiac exercise in horror, and wish that
Shiras had followed through on the promise, and premise, of her earlier
work.
  There was a hardbound reprint a few years back, from a publisher in
Berkeley.  I believe that Shiras herself attended a local convention at the
time of its printing, although I don't recall meeting her.
  Note that, at one point in "IN HIDING," Timothy Paul mentions having
written an SF story about chess that was not well received; he comments
something to the effect that chessplayers must not like SF, and vice versa.
(This offhanded statement was met with cries of outrage by chess-freak fen
the world over, and Poul Anderson took it upon himself to write Timothy
Paul's story.  You can find it under the title "THE IMMORTAL GAME," and
it's not at all bad.)

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 91 20:16:38 GMT
From: pwh@bradley.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman)
Subject: Re: IQ enhancement stories

I personally enjoyed _the R-Master_ by Gordon R. Dickson quite a bit when I
was in high school.  Perhaps I would find it horrid now, but at the time I
read it several times.

The Plot basically revolves around a method of increasing intelligence that
has something to do with RNA and has some chance of working and some chance
of making you a vegetable.  But it turns out that things are not quite as
they seem, and so one of the R-Masters goes rogue (it was a government
project or something) to try and fix things.

Pete Hartman
pwh@bradley.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 16:13:49 GMT
From: mwhite@byson.mitre.org (Mike White)
Subject: IQ enhancement in SF

I read a story a long time ago that went like this: people suddenly start
getting smarter.  It is noticed first in geniuses who get geniusier, and
eventually even retarded people start getting more normal intelligence.
Turns out there is some sort of radiation field in the galaxy that damps
intelligence, and the Earth/Solar system is finally moving out of it.  With
their new minds, folks build a faster-than-anything spaceship and zoom off
into the void, only to blunder into the radiation field, get dumb (i.e.,
normal) again, and forget how to operate their super-ship.  Anyone remember
the title and author?

Also, let's not forget Forbidden Planet, in which an alien brain-booster
machine that can double or triple a person's intelligence figures
prominently.

Re. supermen in general, I always wondered why Superman (capital S, you
know, from Krypton) wasn't also super-intelligent as well as super-strong.
In the tv show at least (I never read the comics very much) he was
frequently baffled by the doings of bad-guys, at least until after the last
commercial.

An interesting twist to this subject is people who *think* they are
supermen, but aren't.  Their belief in their superiority, however, can
provoke a response in others that can lead to consequences the same as if
they really *were* superior.  This happened to some extent in the 1930s and
40s with the Nazis.  Are there SF stories that incorporate this theme?  The
only one that leaps to mind is "V", the tv miniseries about Nazi Lizards
From Outer Space.  There must be others.

There *was* a tv show called Highway to Heaven (thankfully cancelled, but
still in syndication) in which Michael Landon believed he was an Angel.  In
the first few shows, you never found out if he really *was* an Angel, or
just a nut who thought he was.  The interesting part was the response his
belief provoked in others.  However, the producers soon started showing
explicit super-stuff (invulnerable to bullets, explicit miracles, etc.)
that removed all doubt (and interest), and made of the character a sort of
Religious Superman.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 17:59:27 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: IQ enhancement in SF

mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>I read a story a long time ago that went like this: people suddenly start
>getting smarter.  It is noticed first in geniuses who get geniusier, and
>eventually even retarded people start getting more normal intelligence.
>Turns out there is some sort of radiation field in the galaxy that damps
>intelligence, and the Earth/Solar system is finally moving out of it.
>With their new minds, folks build a faster-than-anything spaceship and
>zoom off into the void, only to blunder into the radiation field, get dumb
>(i.e., normal) again, and forget how to operate their super-ship.  Anyone
>remember the title and author?

This is "Brain Wave", by Poul Anderson.  Best thing he ever wrote.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 21:55:38 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Technical SF (virtual reality)

For a really good look at virtual reality, read the series of "sufi"
stories that were in Analog (I think, or possibly Amazing) in the last few
years.  I've now forgotten the author, but I want to say George R.R.
Martin.  Guess I'll have to do some serious browsing tonight to satisfy my
own curiosity.

The "sufi" (Reformed Sufi?) stories were initially based on Earth and
centered around a new matter-transmission capability that allowed people to
be "beamed" to other planets.  The main character of the first one, if my
vague memory is right, was someone in a high position, or in charge of, the
new technology but was afraid of using it himself (the person who
originated the Reformed Sufi religion/philosophy maybe?  it's starting to
come back to me now).

Later stories had him finally using it, and a plot line about someone
capturing the transmission images in a computer and duplicating the
transmittees in a virtual reality.  The last story, as I recall, was a real
spine chiller in that it ended with the strong possibility that there was
no longer a "real" reality and that *everyone* was being/had been sucked
into the computer's virtual reality space.

The above is a pretty poor rendition of the whole series; they are
definitely worth searching out and reading if you are interested in the
philosophy of matter transmission and who/what is the "original",
"duplicate", "real", a digital AI copy, etc, and equivalent religious
debates about souls, etc.

Cheers.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 91 17:44:40 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: IQ enhancement in SF

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
> mwhite@BYSON.MITRE.ORG (Mike White) writes:
>> I read a story a long time ago that went like this: people suddenly
>> start getting smarter. It is noticed first in geniuses who get
>> geniusier, and eventually even retarded people start getting more normal
>> intelligence. Turns out there is some sort of radiation field in the
>> galaxy that damps intelligence, and the Earth/Solar system is finally
>> moving out of it. With their new minds, folks build a
>> faster-than-anything spaceship and zoom off into the void, only to
>> blunder into the radiation field, get dumb (i.e., normal) again, and
>> forget how to operate their super-ship. Anyone remember the title and
>> author?

Two other strong themes in this novel are the corresponding increase in the
intelligence of the animals (and its ethical effects), and the surprising
rise of anti-intellectual luddites who worked to restore the former
stupidity by mechanically reproducing the suppressive radiation, because
they don't like what humanity has become. He also explains how the
dinosaurs could function with such small brains as "pre-suppression field",
and their dying out and the subsequent explosion in brain size among the
mammals as coincident with suppression field entry.

> This is "Brain Wave", by Poul Anderson. Best thing he ever wrote.

Excellent novel, worth rereading several times, but nowhere close to his
best (similar to the beginning of similar discussions on choice of
religion, automobiles, SOs, etc. that probably never end); in terms of
science, his Tau Zero may never be surpassed, though Hal Clement's Mission
of Gravity is pretty close to a tie. In terms of readability, his stories
of Nicolas van Riin and Dominic Flandry are probably among his best. In
terms of sheer scholarship, it is hard to touch the recent Kings of Ys
series with his wife(?) Karen.

Poul Anderson is an active author, and his writing keeps getting richer as
his experience increases.  May he live a thousand years.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 91 20:10:42 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: IQ enhancement in SF

I'd almost forgotten Dream Done Green by Alan Dean Foster. It is in either
With Friends Like These...  or ...Who Needs Enemies?

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Jan 91 22:59:20 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Worst poetry in the universe

In Douglas Adams' _Hitchhiker's_Guide_to_the_Galaxy_ he mentions a female
British name as the worst poet in the universe.  Does anybody know if this
is a real poet?  Also, of what significance is this name?

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington
Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 03:38:00 GMT
From: jtt94@swat.swarthmore.edu
Subject: Douglas Adams

   I heard a rumor (from the President of SWIL, :. entirely unreliable)
that Douglas Adams was planning to write the fifth book in the Hitchhiker's
trilogy.  The story went something like this: he said he'd write it when
people stopped asking him about it.  People stopped asking.  (Actually, I
think he got it from this group a while ago.)  Any info?  If it does
happen, I might just have to float away to Nirvania (assuming they have
copies there.)
   Note: the female poet whose poetry was even worse than the Vogons' was,
I _think_, a paraphrase of the name of another poet who Mr. Adams went to
college with.  I'm not quite sure though, somebody fill in details.
	 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 03:58:52 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Worst poetry in the universe

iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes:
>In Douglas Adams' _Hitchhiker's_Guide_to_the_Galaxy_ he mentions a female
>British name as the worst poet in the universe.  Does anybody know if this
>is a real poet?  Also, of what significance is this name?
 
 The answer to this can be found in Neil Gaiman's book _Don't Panic_.
Basically, the real-life model for Paula Nancy Millstone Jennings was a man
named Paul (something) Milne Johnson.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 23:40:00 GMT
From: CVITEK@drew.bitnet (Bart Simpson)
Subject: Piers Anthony: Bio of a Space Tyrant

Has anyone out there read Piers Anthony's Bio of a Space Tyrant?  I believe
it is a four or five book series.  I have read the first three, and
wondered what the remaining one(s) is like.  Any help?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 22:29:51 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

khale@dawnstar.Eng.Sun.COM (Abhijit Khale) writes:
>Now, I don't remember if the Foundations series explicitly states that
>humans have NEVER encountered a non-human race, but I think
>Foundation_And_Earth implies this.

Wasn't there a story in _The Early Asimov_ about humans keeping the only
non-human intelligent aliens ever encountered on a "reservation", and about
some human freeing them to leave the picture entirely?  As I recall, this
one was clearly set in the Trantor/Foundation milieu.

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 20:01:59 GMT
From: austern@csa3.lbl.gov (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan) writes:
>khale@dawnstar.Eng.Sun.COM (Abhijit Khale) writes:
>>...Now, I don't remember if the Foundations series explicitly states that
>>humans have NEVER encountered a non-human race, but I think
>>Foundation_And_Earth implies this.
>
>Wasn't there a story in _The Early Asimov_ about humans keeping the only
>non-human intelligent aliens ever encountered on a "reservation", and
>about some human freeing them to leave the picture entirely?  As I recall,
>this one was clearly set in the Trantor/Foundation milieu.

Yes.  The story is called "Blind Alley," and is in The Early Asimov, book
2.  Much of the story is told in memos written in bureaucratese, and
concerns the difficulty of a single individual accomplishing anything
within the context of the administrative structures of the Galactic Empire.

"Blind Alley" was written at the same time as the Foundation stories, but,
while Asimov does clearly say the the capital of the Empire in this story
is Trantor, he writes, in his introduction to it, that "During the two
years between mid-1943 and mid-1945, I wrote only one story that was
neither one of the "Foundation" series nor one of the "Positronic robot"
series, and that one was inspired directly by the N.A.E.S.  This story was
'Blind Alley'."

I think there was some confusion on the net between "Blind Alley" and a
different story, "Death Sentence," which has nothing to do with the
Foundation universe.

In any case, Asimov certainly did act in his "Son of Foundation" books as
if "Blind Alley" had never been written.  Sigh.  They aren't much good,
anyway.

Matt Austern

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 17:44:56 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

ted@usasoc.soc.mil (Ted Nolan) writes:
>Wasn't there a story in _The Early Asimov_ about humans keeping the only
>non-human intelligent aliens ever encountered on a "reservation", and
>about some human freeing them to leave the picture entirely?  As I recall,
>this one was clearly set in the Trantor/Foundation milieu.

Yes, there was such a story : a pretty hilarious one too. I don't remember
the name, it's been years since I read it, but it didn't seem to be set in
the Trantor Universe. I don't even think the name Trantor was mentioned
there. Or Daneel :-) :-) 

_The_End_of_Eternity_ is a more interesting case. _Foundation's_Edge seems
to imply that the Eternals are part of the same Universe, but there are
several inconsistencies ( which can probably be partly explained away by
the retconning that takes place at the end of that book).
_The_End_of_Eternity_ implies at one point that alien races do exist, too.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 15:41:26 GMT
From: csf194@cck.cov.ac.uk (Ian Haxell)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

mk2r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Paul Krenitsky) writes:
>"Not Final!" is not, as far as I can tell, a Foundation story.
>Considering there are no Jovians in the Foundation universe, and I
>remember Asimov saying (in the magazine with his name on it) that the
>Foundation universe had only humanity in it (i.e. no alien contacts at
>all).

I have never actually seen any comment on whether "Not Final!" is a story
set in the Foundation Universe, but from the prequel to this short story it
would seem that it is not.

Spoiler.

In the previous story (can't remember the title off hand), humanity has
discovered life on Jupiter, and sets about communicating with the Jovians,
everything goes well until the Jovians discover that humans are not of
"their kind". The Jovians then wish to set out to destroy humanity (part of
their massive superiority complex!), but they cannot escape Jupiter, humans
then set out to try and find whether it is possible for them *ever* to
escape, they conclude that a hull of sufficient strength cannot be made to
escape from Jupiter. The story ends along the lines of, the Jovians are
restricted to Jupiter forever, and that's FINAL! Thus the sequel Not Final!
In the sequel I think that Asimov tried to link in positronic robots, with
the above story, to try and get a seller by linking one successful series
with, the one successful story (Asimov: how could John refuse to buy it?)
This leads *me* to think that Not Final! is not really part of the
Foundation universe, more including an element of positronic robots. The
prequel to Not Final had parts that made it inconsistent with Foundation
and Empire.

Incidently, Asimov handed in the story and got a reply from Campbell which
consisted only of the formula for the smell skunks release! Asimov also
says that it was this that stopped him writing about Aliens in his SF,
because his ideas on aliens, and Campbell's were not compatible. Campbell
thought that humanity should always show some superior skill, intellect
somewhere along the line.

>A comment about Mr. Asimov.  Now, I am a great fan of his.  I believe that
>his greatest influence is in disseminating information about science to
>the general public, and especially teenage boys.  I probably would not be
>a physics major if I had not read his science stuff.  That said, his
>writing of fiction is not exemplary.  Clarke and Bradbury can WRITE! That
>is, they can produce beautiful prose that enhances a story.  Asimov
>cannot.  He can tell a story, but you're not going to swoon over his
>phrases.

Clarke can write prose and express ideas, Asimov can express ideas.

>He gets really angry if people come up and tell him that "Nightfall" is
>his best story, as it was his first published.  Well, is it?  I reread it
>a while back, and it just might be.

Nightfall was a good story and *possibly* one of his best, it got totally
ruined for me when he wrote the novel version with Robert Silverberg.  That
really was unreadable, and I just wish the story had been left alone.  The
film adaptation was also awful, unwatchable even.

>Other possibilities are "The Gods Themselves" and maybe "Not Final!".  Any
>opinions?

I wouldn't advance "Not Final!" as one of Asimov's best, for me it was
slightly absurd. "The Gods Themselves", was an Ok book, but IMO choppy, it
didn't gell, especially the last part. It would get my vote except for
that. Perhaps it still does, hard to say.

I always liked his Susan Calvin stories, and my vote would probably go to
one of them.  For some reason "Liar!", always sticks in my mind.  As Asimov
himself says "The Last Question.", is good (It is Asimov's personal
favorite). I think after weighing it up I might well plump for "The
Bicentennial Man". I thought it was a real good story.

BTW, "Blind Alley" was certainly a Galactic Empire (and thus a Foundation
Universe story). It says at the start, Only once in the history of the
Galactic Empire has intelligent alien life found (or words to that effect).

I believe (from memory) that it was set when the Galactic Empire was coming
to an end, c12000 GE.

In the few "alien" stories that Asimov wrote, I always liked his handling
of the aliens.

csf194%cck.cov.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk                         

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 20:39:25 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

austern@csa3.lbl.gov writes:
>  The story is called "Blind Alley," and is in The Early Asimov, book 2.
>Much of the story is told in memos written in bureaucratese, and concerns
>the difficulty of a single individual accomplishing anything within the
>context of the administrative structures of the Galactic Empire.
>...
>I think there was some confusion on the net between "Blind Alley" and a
>different story, "Death Sentence," which has nothing to do with the 
>Foundation universe.

Yes, I had been confusing the two. _The_Early_Asimov, Vol - III had both,
one after the other. Thanks for pointing that out.

>In any case, Asimov certainly did act in his "Son of Foundation" books as
>if "Blind Alley" had never been written.  Sigh.  They aren't much good,
>anyway.

Well, one could say that Daneel learned of the existence of these beings
and arranged for them to be freed. Note that the alien race had some
telepathic abilities and that would fit in nicely with Daneel's abilities.
Then Daneel later arranged for records of their existence to be wiped out.
Why ?? Who knows ?  This is stretching it though.

Not all the robot stories can fit into this universe, either - "That thou
art mindful of him" is one which doesn't.

I agree that Asimov hasn't written any really good sf since about 1980 or
so.  I keep reading his stuff out of sheer force of habit.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 23:35:19 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Disinformation Re: The Early Asimov

mk2r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Paul Krenitsky) writes:
>"Not Final!" is not, as far as I can tell, a Foundation story.
>Considering there are no Jovians in the Foundation universe, and I
>remember Asimov saying(in the magazine with his name on it) that the
>Foundation universe had only humanity in it (i.e. no alien contacts at
>all).

Hey, that doesn't stop Doc Ike.  The Robot stories conflict pretty directly
with the Foundation stories but, he went ahead and stuck a butt-end joint
between them.  When logic doesn't work, brute force does the job.  This,
from the man who said that "Violence is the last refuge of the
incompetent"; he has come to the final degeneracy of committing violence
upon his own work.

>He gets really angry if people come up and tell him that "Nightfall" is
>his best story, as it was his first published.

If he gets angry for that reason, he's farther gone than I thought.  It
wasn't his first publication by a long shot.

Nor does he get angry about that.  (He personally thinks his best stories
are "The Ugly Little Boy," which may well _be_ his best story; "The
Bicentennial Man," which is _eh_, and "The Last Question," which is a pure
gimmick and not a story at all.)

>Other possibilities are "The Gods Themselves" and maybe "Not Final!".
>Any opinions?

Yes.  My opinion is that you should stop wasting your time and read
something worthwhile.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 23:43:00 GMT
From: CVITEK@drew.bitnet (Bart Simpson)
Subject: Phoule's Company

   I have recently read the new book by Robert Asprin, Phoule's Company.
In the afterword, he mentions that there are others coming.  How recent is
this book?  Are there any other books by him out (other than MYTH books,
which I thought were well done in the beginning, but are beginning to lose
something).  Are there any sequels to Phoule's Company yet?

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 03:48:56 GMT
From: jtt94@campus.swarthmore.edu
Subject: Barlowe's EXPEDITION

   Has anyone besides me had a chance to peek at Barlowe's EXPEDITION TO
DARWIN IV?  It's a fictional account of his expedition to a planet (called
Darwin IV) in the 24th century, and his consequent discovery and
cataloguing of the flora and fauna thereon.  I just got it today, and so
haven't read it, but the artwork is absolutely spectacular - dozens of
full-color paintings of beasts and plants that made my eyes go BOING!  This
is ten times better than _Barlowe's Guide to Extraterrestrials_,
artworkwise.  It's large softcover, and well worth the money.  If you can,
at least skim it in the store.  I found it in the Science/Nature part of
Waldenbooks; try there first, then the SF shelves.  If you like alternative
ecologies, weird alien landscapes, and pretty pictures of big things that
look like crosses between dinosaurs and jet planes, GET IT!

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 07:36:28 GMT
From: railfan@buhub.bradley.edu (Kevin Payne)
Subject: Cherryh Book List

Does anyone know of a listing of all the books that take place in C.J.
Cherryh's Union-Cyteen-Chanur-Merovingen universe?

I've got these:

Downbelow Station
Merchanter's Luck
The Pride of Chanur
Chanur's Venture
The Kif Strike Back
Chanur's Homecoming
Forty Thousand in Gehenna
All the Merovingen Nights anthologies
Angel With a Sword
Rimrunners (?)

Are there any others?

Kevin Payne
railfan@buhub.bradley.edu
kpayne@heartland.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 07:14:34 GMT
From: barkerM@batman.moravian.edu (Gilgamesh)
Subject: Gerrold

Has anyone heard any info on when David Gerrold's next book in the "War
Against The Chtorr" series is coming out? That series was one of the most
frightening, exhilarating stories that I have ever read. If you have not
read it, I recommend picking up _Day of Damnation_ and reading it. I have
finished _A Matter for Men_ and _Rage For Revenge_, but I haven't heard
when the new one is coming out.

------------------------------

From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Kenneally
Date: 29 Jan 91 21:56:07 GMT

Question: I have read much of the Patricia Kenneally novels (yeah, the lady
who is somehow connected to Jim Morrison) and read "The Hawks Grey Feather"
as the first of the prequels to the first set of books. ( I love it when
you think you're getting the right order and the author plays "let's go
backwards" and starts at another beginning-#@$&!!!%$) Anyway, this book
seems to have come out a year or more ago, is there any lead on the
following?  I haven't got my copy with the list of books in the front.

Janet Canning	

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 02:06:17 GMT
From: hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com (Hopi Star Lord)
Subject: Gunslinger

I have just read the last page of Stephen King's book _The Gunslinger_.
Now, I know there is sequel, but I'm not sure if I want to read it. I
thought the one I just read was pretty good, but I don't know if the other
would be over-kill. Can anyone tell me??

Also, I have just gotten SK's *new* book _Four Past Midnight_ Any reviews
on that??

hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 07:14:34 GMT
From: barkerM@batman.moravian.edu (Gilgamesh)
Subject: Perry

Steven Perry's Matador Trilogy, _Omega Cage_, _Dome_, and _The 97th Step_
are excellent. If you like martial arts, an excellent plot, and philosophy,
Steven Perry is the man to read. By the way, he also helped produce "Road
House" the movie with Patrick Swayze, I guess he helped choreograph the
fight scenes.

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Jan 91 22:06:00 GMT
From: bkr27@cas.bitnet
Subject: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

I just received my SF Book Club mailing and one of their featured
selections is a book entitled "The Real Story" by Stephen R. Donaldson.  Is
this the "Covenant" and "Mirror of Her Dreams" Donaldson?  The blurb
describing the book didn't use his name as hype, and it did describe an SF
story that is set in space, unlike previous Donaldson fantasies.

Forgive me if this has already been discussed, but I don't read this group
on a regular basis.  

Keith Rose
bkr27@cas.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 01:39:40 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

bkr27@CAS.BITNET writes:
> I just received my SF Book Club mailing and one of their featured
> selections is a book entitled "The Real Story" by Stephen R. Donaldson.
> Is this the "Covenant" and "Mirror of Her Dreams" Donaldson?  The blurb
> describing the book didn't use his name as hype, and it did describe an
> SF story that is set in space, unlike previous Donaldson fantasies.

Indeed, _The Gap Into Conflict: The Real Story_ is the first book of an
entirely new effort.  If he's really serious about following the vague
outline laid down by Wagner's Ring cycle (as he states in the appendix),
then I figure this is going to run at least 3 or 4 books.

As Donaldson once explained in a talk, "nice" = boring, which is why he
likes to write about people that are significantly messed up in some way.
_Gap_ is no exception to this, introducing characters that are even *more*
thoroughly messed up than anyone he has tried to portray previously.
Unfortunately, this makes their motivations mostly incomprehensible and the
resulting plot turns to seem rather arbitrary.

Perhaps at some point, after it comes out in paperback and one or more of
the sequels are available, I may take the trouble to read it again and see
if it makes any more sense the second time.

Those of you who were turned off by the rape scene in Lord Foul's Bane can
probably give this one a miss.

[ Here begins a SPOILER (nothing that you won't be able to figure out after
  reading the 1st 20 pages or so) ]:

The whole book is, in some sense, one long rape scene.

(Picture, if you will, a much more intense, much less restrained Castellan
Lebbick having a few Raver powers locked in a room with Linden Avery for
about 200 pages with no Geraden/Covenant to show up at the right moment and
bail her out and you'll get the general idea).  The jury is still out as to
whether he'll do something meaningful with it in the sequels as in the
Covenant series.

Roger Crew
Usenet: {arpa gateways,decwrl,uunet,rutgers}!cs.stanford.edu!crew
Internet: crew@CS.Stanford.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 19:12:14 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: IN BETWEEN DRAGONS by Michael Kandel

		   IN BETWEEN DRAGONS by Michael Kandel
		 Bantam Spectra, 1991, ISBN 0-553-28814-8
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   IN BETWEEN DRAGONS is Michael Kandel's second novel, his first being
STRANGE INVASION.  (Before setting off on his own auctorial career, he was
best known as the translator of Stanislaw Lem's works into English.)  IN
BETWEEN DRAGONS to some extent is similar to STRANGE INVASION in that both
deal with heroes attempting to save the universe, or at least the world,
from some terrible menace.  Both also deal with the question of "what is
reality?"  But where the main character of STRANGE INVASION is a
schizophrenic, the main character of IN BETWEEN DRAGONS, Sherman Potts, is
a teenage boy who travels to the worlds in the books he reads in Mr.
McGulvey's library.  The choice of Sherman as the hero's first name is
perhaps unfortunate, given the publicity about THE BONFIRE OF THE VANITIES
which talks about *its* "hero," Sherman McCoy, leading to possible
confusion in the public's mind.  But in many ways Sherman Potts is more a
"Master of the Universe" than Sherman McCoy, so who knows?  For all I know,
it could be intentional.  Anyway, Sherman travels to worlds full of
dragons, psychic enemies, and disappearing food.  All this isn't enough for
him, though, and his attempt to travel to the world of the "Lust Kittens"
makes the whole structure start to unravel.

   Having never been an adolescent boy, I can't say how accurately Kandel
has portrayed one, though one does have the inkling that Kandel may have
been one himself.  While I thought this was not up to STRANGE INVASION,
other readers may disagree, but in any case it is certainly an interesting
perspective on adolescence.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 17:42:33 GMT
From: stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg)
Subject: Re: IN BETWEEN DRAGONS by Michael Kandel

When I read "Strange Invasion," I wasn't sure whether Kandel was a good
author and the book was just wierd, or if the disjointedness (of the book)
was unintentional.  After reading "In Between Dragons," I'm *still* not
sure.  However, I now know what might happen to Calvin (of Calvin & Hobbes)
if Watterson ever decides to age him about 10 years.

Stu Friedberg
stuart@cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 20:00:40 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Lackey:  By the Sword (mild spoilers)

dani@netcom.UUCP (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Forthcoming is the "Mage Winds" trilogy.  I'm guessing that it'll be the
>trilogy about Elspeth.

I don't think so.  It's going to (almost definitely) be about mages again
(a la The Last Herald-Mage), and I don't think Elspeth is going to be a
mage as well as a herald (after all, if she is, she won't be able to be
Queen).  Which leads me to a question: just *what* stopped mages from being
born in Valdemar?  The "answer" given in BtS doesn't have a ring of
rightness to it.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
seanf@sco.COM  
uunet!sco!seanf

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 21:56:07 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Lackey

Well, at the risk of hell-fire et al., I'm glad to see I'm not the only
person who suffered through the mage series (lucky for me it ended at the
first one, which I can't remember for the sake of happiness, anyway I
really got tired of wussy characters trying to find themselves.  I don't
care what sexual preference anyone has, but I hate it being announced on
every page.  The R Word could be explained in that during the times of
Middle Ages, it seemed to be the thing to do, as well as plunder, etc.  But
being as this is a fantasy, I don't know.  I get the feeling that the
author has these fears or angers and constantly lets it out in the novels
for reasons unknown.  I guess the author really has strong beliefs and is
bringing them out in the text.

Janet Canning	

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 20:18:37 GMT
From: CM.CMY@forsythe.stanford.edu (Carolyn Ybarra)
Subject: re: By the Sword_by Mercedes Lackey

Was anyone else bothered by the continuing theme in all the Heralds of
Valdemar books - a person thinks there is something wrong with themself,
but tries to keep it a secret from everyone else out of fear or shame.
Eventually, toward the end of the book, someone else learns about the
problem and solves it and everything is okay.

I really like the characters in Oathbreakers (Kamra and Tethry, isn't it?)
But one of the books wasn't really like a novel, more like a collection of
short stories because the chapters didn't all collect.  I found this
disconcerting.  I think it was the second one.

I never did read the last Heralds of Valdemar book. I got sick of the same
plot over and over again.

Carolyn

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 18:42:31 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Lackey: BY THE SWORD (mild spoilers)

ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu (pamela pon) writes:
>My thoughts exactly.  However, should the hardcover possess a Jody Lee
>cover, it might prove impossible to resist - every time I see any of the
>HERALD-MAGE covers in a bookstore, I feel like buying the trilogy all over
>again.

Indeed.  I have two versions of Tom Canty's cover for Patricia Kennealy's
_The Silver Branch_ (hard and paper back), and I keep wanting to buy
another one.  I like reading a genre that has nice artwork on the covers (I
still can`t quite figure how *anyone* can get into the positions on the
covers of bodice-rippers).  Now if I could just get Canty to do a new cover
for Tanith Lee's _The Silver Metal Lover_... but I digress.

>However, both of the sf-lovers reviews so far have neglected to answer the
>paramount question in the minds of all true Lackey fans:
>   Are there ANY pages without *italics* in this one?

Choke, splutter.  The reason I find this particularly funny is that I've
read _By The Sword_, way last September, when a friend who is friends with
Misty loaned me a manuscript of the book, autographed by the author.

What's funny about it is that, in the long, *long* sections where there are
thoughts in italics, there were occasional spots where she forgot to go
back to plain text, so that the whole rest of the chapter was in italics.
And, where it was supposed to go from the italics (now not italicized) to
the plain text, the "plain text" was italicized.

If italics weren't such a large component of Mercedes Lackey's style, it
wouldn't be nearly as funny.

Has anyone out there who reads her stuff read the Diana Tregarde
Investigations?  And if so, what do you think?

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 22:11:29 GMT
From: mok@rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Lackey: Diana Tregarde

amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik) writes:
>Has anyone out there who reads her stuff read the Diana Tregarde
>Investigations?  And if so, what do you think?

I read CHILDREN OF THE NIGHT and liked it. It was more thoughtful than most
of the Valdemar et al. It also didn't have her patented whining hero. While
Diana Tregarde really DOES have al the evil forces of the world arrayed
against her (separately, not alied) she DOESN'T whine about it
interminably. She copes.  She deals with it. She makes it THEIR problem if
they get in her way, unlike Vanyel who basicaly just said "I'll do what I
have to because it is my duty, but I wll never be happy again."

I didn't read the other one (name escapes me) after I got EXTREMELY
negative reviews from the two people I know who read it.
 
mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 18:06:17 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Lackey:  By the Sword (mild spoilers)

seanf@sco.COM (Sean Eric Fagan):
>>Forthcoming is the "Mage Winds" trilogy.  I'm guessing that it'll be the
>>trilogy about Elspeth.
>I don't think so.  It's going to (almost definitely) be about mages again
>(a la The Last Herald-Mage), and I don't think Elspeth is going to be a
>mage...

Could be.  My speculation is based on a) Lackey has contracted for an
Elspeth trilogy and b) the timeline fits.  I'm guessing that the 'wind'
connection is Iftel and its wind-gods.

>Which leads me to a question: just *what* stopped mages from being born in
>Valdemar?  The "answer" given in BtS doesn't have a ring of rightness to
>it

Towards the end of the Herald-Mage trilogy, we find out that the
mage-talented stock in Valdemar has been...culled, so there are fewer
potential mages.  Then, any potential mages who have mind powers would be
steered towards heralding, if they suited, rather than magery, since
there'd be nobody to teach them the latter.  Remember too, we are told that
a mage can manage in Valdemar as long as magic isn't used.  So there may be
children who grow up with an unrealized potential for magic.

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 15:54:01 GMT
From: tim@tcom.stc.co.uk (Tim Kennedy)
Subject: Terry Pratchett

I am currently reading the Discworld novels by Terry Pratchett, and finding
them very entertaining.

What I like is the entirely believable characterisations of the various
heroes, wizards, witches, potentates and even magical beings.  They rise
above mere satirisation of the fantasy genre, and provoke a lot of loud
laughs (embarrassing on the London Tube, that).

The best character has to be Rincewind's Luggage, which goes around
attacking everyone and is fanatically devoted to its owner.  Mind you the
narrator has to be one of the best characters, with his dry mocking, yet
somewhat incompetent air.

My favourite episode so far has to be the druids complaining about hardware
problems with their stone circle in 'The Light Fantastic'.

Anyway let's hope A'Tuin keeps swimming onwards (I've only read three and a
bit so far.)

What are other people's favourite bits of the Discworld books ?

Tim Kennedy
Dept 30770 STC Telecommunications,  
Oakleigh Rd South, London N11 1HB, UK. 
tim@tcom.stc.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 19:08:30 GMT
From: toriver@lise.unit.no (Tor Iver Wilhelmsen)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

My favorite part must be when Twoflower tries to sell Inn-sewer-ants to the
proprietor of The Broken Drum in Ankh-Morpork, and actually sells a
polly-sea. (He is a very good representative of the profession that
translates to "reflected-sounds-of-underground-spirits" (echo-gnomics)).
It's from the start of "The Light Fantastic", if I remember right.

I have not yet read either "Eric" or "Movie Time" (sp?), but consider the
favorite book to be "Guards! Guards!", since it's the book I've read that
mostly addresses the question of "which authority", while still containing
all the humour of the other books.

toriver@{lise,solan,siri}.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 22:17:51 GMT
From: byingta@mist.cs.orst.edu (Angela Byington)
Subject: Re: Bad Writing from William Sleator

srt@aero.org (Scott Turner) writes:
>William Sleator, most famous as the author of "The House of Stairs", was
>mentioned recently on the net for another book, "The Green <somethings> of
>Tycho".  (I forget the actual wording.)  Since I was

[text deleted pointing out errors in writing]

Being the original poster on the subject, I feel a need to put in my two
cents. (A possibly unjustifiable need, but a need nonetheless :-)

I think it is important to remember in evaluating these books that they are
considered juvenile fiction (not referring to the quality, but the intended
audience.)  Mind you, I am not saying that books for the Junior High market
should be any less well-written or accurate, it's more a question of what
conveys the appropriate emotion to a 13-year-old versus a 27-year-old, for
example.

I first read _The_Green_Futures_of_Tycho_ when I was about ten. At that
time I found the book very disturbing, and very powerful.  I have since
re-read the book (thanks to net.land) and would still recommend it.  It
deals with time travel in a fascinating way.  HOWEVER, it is not nearly so
compelling as before.

Of course, the other books, such as _Interstellar_Pig_ or _Into_the_Dream_
may be garbage, I haven't read them.  I just think it's important to
remember who the book is intended for when evaluating it.

(I hope they're good since I feel partly responsible for your investment
:-)

Angela
byingta@mist.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 22:22:01 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Amber names

   Recently I was reading Don Quixote, and I came across a reference to
someone whom the note described as "Ganelon of Mayence, a brave soldier of
Charlemagne who turned traitor and betrayed Roland at Roncesvalles."
   This name struck me right away, reminding me of Ganelon in the Amber
books. Since Zelazny's Ganelon was also a brave soldier, who betrayed
Corwin, I assumed that Zelazny got this name from the Ganelon of
Charlemagne.
   This led me to pondering where Zelazny got the names for places and
people. Merlin and The Crystal Cave are obvious, of course, and I also know
of Oberon (a king of the Fairy People in many legends), Avalon (the place
where King Arthur's body was taken) and Tir'na Nog'th (another fairy
kingdon, I believe). Benedict, I know, was a name given to a number of
Popes.
   Can anyone out there suggest any possible sources for the other names in
the Amber Chronicles, or correct any of my suggestions?

Nate Gordon
Amherst College

------------------------------
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Date: 29 Jan 91 23:10:39 GMT
From: jvb7u@astsun.astro.virginia.edu (Jon Brinkmann)
Subject: Niven: DOWN IN FLAMES ?

I've heard several references recently to a work called DOWN IN FLAMES.
It's apparently related to Niven's Known Space stories.  Can anyone
enlighten me on it?  Has it been published?  If so, where can I get a copy?

Jon Brinkmann
Astronomy Department
University of Virginia
P.O. Box 3818
Charlottesville, VA 22903-0818
Internet: jvb7u@Virginia.EDU
UUCP: ...!uunet!virginia!jvb7u

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 20:22:52 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Niven: DOWN IN FLAMES ?

jvb7u@astsun.astro.Virginia.EDU (Jon Brinkmann):
>I've heard several references recently to a work called DOWN IN FLAMES.
>It's apparently related to Niven's Known Space stories.  Can anyone
>enlighten me on it?  Has it been published?  If so, where can I get a
>copy?

Niven wrote himself into something of a corner in his Known Space
continuity.  The availability of tools such as stasis fields and
teleporters make it very difficult to come up with plots that can't be
unravelled by the use of the appropriate high-tech gadget.  The definitive
story reflecting this is "Safe at Any Speed": Everyone's safe and
everyone's lucky and everyone's bored.

So he wrote an *outline* for a novel which will never be written, titled
"Down in Flames".  DiF dismantles the Known Space universe: Everything we
thought we knew is wrong.  Everything the humans of Known Space believe is
part of a Giant Plot.  Example: The core isn't really exploding: Schaeffer
was suckered.

A copy of DiF is archived with the sf-lovers archives.

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

[Moderator's Note:  Instructions for retrieving files from the archives
will be in a forthcoming issue. ]

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 04:35:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Nivenness

   Well, a few more questions:
   What's going on at Home now that it's labeled a "failed colony"?  Do
people keep away from it because they are afraid the epidemic might spread
to other human space worlds?
   Why did Brennan kill all the Martians?  After all, they weren't doing
Humans any harm because no human ever wanted to go there.
   Oh, and someone wondered what the UN did with all the tree of life root
that Phssthpok brought to Mars.  Lucas Garner told Nick Sohl that they
destroyed it all.  When I've seen Luke Garner he's always been an honorable
man, so I believe him.  I don't see what all this cynisim is towards ARM.
I thought it was a pretty upstanding organization.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 06:32:25 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Nivenness

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET said:
> What's going on at Home now that it's labeled a "failed colony"?  Do
> people keep away from it because they are afraid the epidemic might
> spread to other human space worlds?

No, the colony was reestablished. Louis Wu, reminiscing about his past,
reveals that he spent some time as a colonist on Home, as one of his many
jobs. (See _Ringworld_.)

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 23:04:17 GMT
From: warwick@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Warwick Allison)
Subject: Re: Niven's protectors

IBC6HSR@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU ("Hari Ramachandran") writes:
[ Regards the idea of human protectors being smarter than the original
  kind: i.e., that their great intelligence implies total lack of freedom
  since one knows all the consequences of ones actions. ]
>If this were true, then how can one have levels of intelligence? I.e., the
>Pak Protector was already ultimately smart, no?

   The Pak Protectors had reach the maximum level of intelligence
applicable to the raising and protection of their young.

   I think Niven was drawing a less obvious analogy to human old folk: they
don't know much about computers, space travel, or quantum mechanics, but
they DO know a lot about survival, after all, they survived to be old.

   We must remember that there are FIELDs of knowledge in which one may be
intelligent, rather than a global hierachy of IQ levels.  How often have
you seen a top student fail to deal well socially?  I think a Pak Protector
would have to have optimal social cognition.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 21:20:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Niven's Protectors

jhreiher@happy.colorado.edu writes:
> IBC6HSR@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU ("Hari Ramachandran") writes:
>> If this were true, then how can one have levels of intelligence? I.e.,
>> the Pak Protector was already ultimately smart, no?
>
> The impression I had gotten was that, no, human protectors were not
> smarter than their Pak ancestors, but, because of the richness of human
> "breeder" culture, they have more options to choose from than the limited
> ones the Pak had. So the major difference between the two types of
> protectors is the culture of their breeders. Pak breeders are lazy,
> randy, and spoiled. They have no need to work, since their protectors
> will take care of them. Human breeders have a very rich culture and, for
> the most part, have nobody to watch over them, they have to do it
> themselves, so of course their protectors would have to be more self
> reliant, and innovative than the Pak.

This is a very nice solution. We need to add (I think) a limitation on
Protector type of intelligence that it is a decision machine. It is not
capable of seeing a variety of equally feasable alternatives, but instead
zooms into a single solution which becomes 'obvious' and is immediately
implemented. Which is why protectors are such risk takers.

I would have thought though, that having intelligent breeders would
actually be a DISadvantage to the protector. For now the problem of optimal
strategy has become more complex and the protector's response time probably
far greater.

jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>  To put it as simply as possible, human protector is to Pak protector as
> human breeder is to Pak breeder.  Neither one is "ultimately"
> intelligent, as someone asserted, but both species of protector make
> Stephen Hawking look like a kindergartner, and the human protector, given
> equal starting resources, could whup the Pak protector nine falls for
> ten.

I think my problem with this is the reason why I raised this issue
initially: If the human protector is smarter than the Pak protector, then
the Pak protector should be unable to resolve the most complex issues in a
crisis, which ought to make its decision making process bog down (assuming
we accept Niven's idea that smarter => see more alternatives => more
decisive <still sounds crazy to me!>)

The very reasoning why the protector is such an incredible risk-taker is
that the protector sees ALL alternatives and knows the best one, so much so
it becomes 'obvious'.  So the difference between the human and pak
protectors seems to be a peculiar one - both see ALL alternatives and
choose the best one but, the human protector still does a better job!

Hari
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 03:34:24 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Nivenness

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   What's going on at Home now that it's labeled a "failed colony"?  Do
>people keep away from it because they are afraid the epidemic might spread
>to other human space worlds?
 
 There was a hint in either _Ringworld_ or _The Ringworld Engineers_ that
Home was recolonized a few centuries later. When Louis Wu is recounting all
the things he's done in his life, he mentions that he lived as a colonist
on Home. I think that given Niven's chronology, he couldn't have been in
the original group of colonists.
 
>   Why did Brennan kill all the Martians?  After all, they weren't doing
>Humans any harm because no human ever wanted to go there.
 
 I don't have a really good answer for this, but here are some guesses.
 
 a) He didn't intend to, but sending the water-ice asteroid to Mars to help
    the humans took priority over the survival of an alien race. (Protector
    mentality at work there.)
 
 b) Protectors think big. He could have extrapolated the possible
    development of the Martians and decided that they could, in time,
    evolve into a threat to humanity, and it was best to eliminate them as
    quickly as possible.  (What if the Martians developed spaceflight at
    the height of the Man-Kzin Wars?)
 
 c) Maybe by the time he sent the asteroid to Mars, they _were_ killing
    humans again. Remember, there would have been a sizable UN expedition
    to investigate Phsssthpok's ship, plus the occasional odd Belter spy,
    and the Martians would probably have reacted the same way to this
    invasion as they had to the earlier ones.
 
 d) For the hell of it? Brennan became a practical jokester once he figured
    out the trick of the gravity polarizer. Maybe he considered wiping out
    the Martians another joke.
 
>   Oh, and someone wondered what the UN did with all the tree of life root
>that Phssthpok brought to Mars.  Lucas Garner told Nick Sohl that they
>destroyed it all.  When I've seen Luke Garner he's always been an
>honorable man, so I believe him.  I don't see what all this cynisim is
>towards ARM.  I thought it was a pretty upstanding organization.
 
 The CIA is a pretty upstanding organization too. But sometimes their idea
of what is best for the nation offends the citizens of that nation, thus
giving it a bad name. Luke Garner is an honorable man, but he's also a damn
good ARM agent. He'd tell Sohl that the tree-of-life root had been
destroyed whether it had been or not. Part of the ARM's purpose is to
suppress dangerous technologies, but its greater purpose is to protect the
Earth, and, ultimately, humanity. As such, a protector would make an
excellent head of the ARM if humanity found itself in extremely desperate
straits. I'm sure that use of the tree-of-life was considered during the
Man-Kzin Wars (maybe we'll see a reference to this in _Man-Kzin Wars n_).
At any rate, even if the original tree-of-life root was destroyed (and it
doubtless rotted away after a few decades, unless of course some was put in
stasis...), you can bet that the ARM figured out how to synthesize the
protector virus.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 01:32:27 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: Niven's protectors

IBC6HSR@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU ("Hari Ramachandran") writes:
> From the comments by Brennen in 'Protector', the reason why protectors
> are unsentimental and decisive is because they are SO intelligent that
> they can see all possibilities and therefore KNOW the correct action.
> I.e., that great intelligence implies total lack of freedom since one
> knows all the consequences of ones actions.  If this were true, then how
> can one have levels of intelligence? I.e., the Pak Protector was already
> ultimately smart, no?

Not really.  There's still an element of creativity that you have to use to
think up the options open to you.

After all, the original Pak colonists, and Phssthpok (sp) himself came to
Earth riding fusion-powered spacecraft.  But Brennan-monster discovered the
gravity planer, and refined it to such a degree that he could carve a
statue with it (the fake Stonehenge) and use it as a telescope.  The
original protectors didn't think of developing focussed gravity, it wasn't
even an option open to them.

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA
1-508-967-5278   
...!uunet!wang!fitz
fitz@wang.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 11:18:30 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Re: Icehenge

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>>The other day I came across _Icehenge_ by Kimn Stanley Robinson.  Is it
>>any good?
>
>It's one of my very favorite books.  Not hard SF by any means, but if
>you're interested in a meditation on history, how we make it and how it
>makes us back, it's great.  I wish more people would read it.  (And then
>everything else KSR writes.)

And when you've finished ``Icehenge'', pick up and read the Orange County
books.  These really do have to be three of the best SF novels of the last
10 years.  KSR takes three looks at possible futures of Orange County.

``The Wild Shore'': a post-war dystopia of a quarantined USA that's too
                    dangerous for the rest of the world to be ever allowed
                    to rebuild what it used to be.

``The Gold Coast'': a `most-likely' future, a tomorrow that could just
                    about be. A crowded OC, dominated by aerospace
                    corporations, an OC that, tho' prosperous and `happy'
                    has lost its past.

``Pacific Edge'' : a `green' utopia. High tech solutions to global problems
                   without harming the world. A new social contract.

But at the heart of the three books lies one story, mirrored in each of
three worlds. A coming of age, a young man coming to terms with himself,
his life, friends and lovers, and with the past that made him what he is
and made where he is. The key to this maturity is a `grandfather' figure,
an anchor in the past, a visible rooting symbol.

``The Gold Coast'' is the strongest book, a cry from KSR's heart almost.
The use of poetry to compact scenes and emotions is incredible. Read these
books.  My only quibble? That his publishers made him drop the ``The'' from
the title of the last book!

Other KSR books worth reading are:

   A Memory Of Whiteness
   The Planet on The Table (short stories)
   Escape from Khatmandhu (fix-up from three novellas, but good! semi-SF)

A good writer who could very soon be a great writer.

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 09:29:45 GMT
From: leemeyer@cs.utwente.nl (Geert Leemeyer)
Subject: Hyperion

Anyone who wants to comment on 'Hyperion' by Dan Simmons? Is it worth
reading?  And how about the follow-up he wrote?

No spoilers please.

Thanks.

Geert

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 17:30:15 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

leemeyer@cs.utwente.nl (Geert Leemeyer) writes:
>Anyone who wants to comment on 'Hyperion' by Dan Simmons? Is it worth
>reading?  And how about the follow-up he wrote?

I believe that the first inkling of this story was originally published as
a short story/novella called 'Remembering Siri'.  This part later became
the Consul's tale in the larger book, with a few changes.

A moderately spoiler-free summary of the plot follows:

Hyperion is a planet on the outskirts of the Human Empire.  It is home of
the Time Tombs, which are unusual strctures that actually seem to be
travelling backwards in time.  Also haunting/prowling/patrolling the area
of the Time Tombs is a lethal beast known as the Shrike.

Periodic pilgrimages are sponsored by a Shrike cult (worshippers of the
Shrike) to the Time Tombs, and pilgrims may make requests of the beast,
theoretically.

_Hyperion_ is the story of a pilgrimage which takes place on the brink of
galactic war.  There are a number of different threats converging on
Hyperion, including a race of spacefarers known as the Ousters.

The pilgrims are: A Soldier, A Poet, A Scholar, A Detective, A Ship
Captain, A Priest and a Diplomat.  The book is structured in the manner of
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, in the sense that each pilgrim tells his/her
story during the course of the journey.

Opinion: This is truly an excellent book, one of the best woven tales I
have read in avery long time.  The interweaving of current events with the
stories told, and the way they reinforce each other, is a treat.

As you may already know, this book won a Hugo Award for Best Novel, and it
was well deserved.  I con't really say much more without giving away some
of the plot, but READ IT, READ IT, READ IT.

With regards to the Sequel,_The Fall of Hyperion_, it fits very well with
the first book, and while not 100% as satisfying as the original, it is
still an excellent book.  If you read the first book, you will want to read
the second, as the cutoff of the first book is only slightly less
suspenseful as the cutoff between _Mirror of Her Dreams_ and _A Man Rides
Through_ (Donaldson), and there is substantially more interesting stuff
going on.  I would be annoyed at the fact that these were sold as two
separate books if the first book weren't so damn elegant on its own.

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 91 03:39:59 GMT
From: vortex@vpnet.chi.il.us (Jason J. Levit)
Subject: Hyperion and The Canterbury Tales

I have read Hyperion by Simmons, and was thinking about it the other day
and its possible relation to The Canterbury Tales.

Even though The Canterbury Tales was written in the 15th century (14th?) by
Chaucer, the story line is basically the same.  All the characters tell a
story on their way to pay homage to a shrine (sort of a shrine in
Hyperion).

Just thought I'd mention this observation and discuss it.  Anyone have any
thoughts on the comparisons between the two?

Jason J. Levit       
vortex@vpnet.chi.il.us

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 1 Feb 1991         Volume 16 : Issue 40

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
		Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Asimov (3 msgs) &
                        Rawn (2 msgs) & Sleator & van Vogt

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 1 Feb 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 18:26:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Hitchhiker Revelation

"In a small restaurant a woman came up with an idea to make the world
right.  It was the best thing, it would work, and everyone would be happy.
But at that moment the Vogan constructor fleet..."

(loosely quoted [don't have the book] from "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy ").
   Well, if I remember the last book correctly, the dolphins brought the
Earth back into being several months before it was destroyed (remember that
Arthur's house was still there, and the bulldozer was nowhere in sight.
The plans for wrecking Arthur's house had been made months in advance.)
   So this means that that woman who, above, thought up the ultimate
solution for humanity's unhappiness in the universe is still alive.
   I can see now why Adams ended his series.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 23:26:24 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan Mathews)
Subject: Re: Hitchhiker Revelation

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>"In a small restaurant a woman came up with an idea to make the world
>right.  It was the best thing, it would work, and everyone would be happy.
>But at that moment the Vogan constructor fleet..."
> (loosely quoted [don't have the book] from "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
>Galaxy ").
>    Well, if I remember the last book correctly, the dolphins brought the
> Earth back into being [...]
>    So this means that that woman who, above, thought up the ultimate
> solution for humanity's unhappiness in the universe is still alive.

Not only that, we've met her. Arthur fell in love with her and had aerial
sex with her. It's not made extremely clear, but the info is there, if you
know where to look. If I had my book here, I'd give you quotes.

Oh, and she forgot what it was. Probably the Ultimate Question, it was due
to be output.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP: {apple,cornell,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 20:43:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: asimov part two

   Class just ended, so I'm back with part two of why the robot stories
can't be part of the Foundation Universe.
   2) In _I, Robot_, robots are outlawed on Earth in the year 2070.  Yet in
      _The Caves of Steel_, also part of the Foundation Universe, robots
      are active members of Earth society.  At one point Daneel threatens a
      woman who is complaining that a robot is fitting her for shoes.
         _The Caves of Steel_ takes place, by my reckoning, in about the
      year 3200 (Lije Bailey says that the new New York was thirty years
      old, whereas the old New York, upon which the new New York was built
      upon, lasting for a hundred years).
         Also, the Spacers were essentially aliens; different life spans
      and immunity to disease.  So robots must have been allowed back on
      Earth after 2070 or else it doesn't work.

In general, it seems to me that his robot stories are too disjointed for
any clear order.

Now, I liked _Foundation and Earth_ (it was my favorite), but I didn't like
_The Gods Themselves_ for the same reason someone else said - too
disjointed.  It was like reading three separate books.  Funny that he got a
Hugo for that.  I did, however, like the middle part with Dua, Trit and
...can't remember the third Soft One.
   Someone wanted a recommendation about what to read next?  Try Larry
Niven!  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 23:49:59 GMT
From: tshay@hpuxa.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Timothy B. Shay)
Subject: More Asimov...

While we're on the subject of Asimov, has anybody read either 'Foundation's
Friends' (a collection of stories by other authors about the Foundation
universe) or 'Nightfall' which, I assume, is a rewrite of the original
Nightfall story with Robert Silverberg.  I haven't gotten around to either,
and I wondered how they were.

Tim Shay
tshay@hpuxa.ircc.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 21:46:18 GMT
From: gfletchr@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Gary Fletcher)
Subject: in defense of Asimov

It seems like there are always people who find it necessary to dump on
Isaac Asimov. Sure, the man has written some legitimately bad material, but
then, who hasn't. I'd like to make a few points;

1. Asimov himself has said that he is not a great writer by any standard
that he himself respects.

2. Asimov has also said, with regards to being prolific, that if you expect
to write a great deal, you cannot concern yourself with attempting to be
perfect.

3. Asimov is no stylist; in some respects, he has none. But he does have
tremendous writing talent insofar as his remarkable ability to communicate
- - clearly, concisely and effectively. Unlike almost any writer you might
care to name, Asimov's writing acts like a perfect window through which his
ideas effortlessly spill forth to the reader.

4. At the other extreme, consider the worst writing of Roger Zelazny.
(i.e., the second set of Amber novels). When Zelazny doesn't have his
fastball, his works are incredibly empty of value, unless you value style
to the exclusion of all else.

5. The only thing I have ever noted that irritates Asimov is the suggestion
that his lesser writings are only published because of his celebrity. There
is some truth to that claim, but no more so than for any other famous
writer.

6. I was amused that one contributor here considers Arthur Clarke a great
writer compared to Asimov. Actually, I think Clarke very similar, though
quite a bit more formal. It is odd that in trying to distance Asimov from
`great writers', one would choose as a counter-example the one man most
similar to him.

7. I have read Asimov's stuff for years. The only change I see in him as he
has grown older is that he is less patient with critics and less gentle in
his counter-attacks. Anybody who reads his monthly editorials in IAsfm
knows that his impressive intellect remains intact

Bye for now.

Gary Fletcher

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 18:25:01 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

   Ah, something about Melanie Rawn!!  Excellent!! I was beginning to
wonder if I needed to get something started.

Matt Rollefson writes:
>She also managed to avoid the trap of having the son of the main hero be
>just like his father. In fact in many ways, I simply don't like Pol. He is
>still the 'good guy' and the 'hero' of the books (although he takes second
>fiddle to Rohan in this book more than in the previous one, SunRunner's
>Fire). However, he isn't nearly as likeable as Rohan.

   I certainly agree with you when you say that he is not much like Rohan.
I think that giving him such magical power was a good way to start that
trend, as power like that IMHO makes a defference in the outlook and
actions of any given character.  If it does not, then that character would
likely be much to contrived in those areas, something Rawn's characters
simply do not come across as.
   As far as being likeable, that, I feel, is a matter of taste.  Of
course, I haven't seen him in _Strong Hold_, so I'm not dealing with all
the current information.

>And finally, StrongHold has the heros on the losing end, and the reader
>wondering whether this is necessarily a bad thing.

   Here's something I find interesting - the heroes on the losing end.  I
have not read _Strong Hold_ as yet, but I had this impression waaaaaay back
in _The Star Scroll_; specifically, that the heroes did not truly have a
grasp of the entire situation, and because of a **VERY** bad choice in the
_SunRunner's Fire_ (I cannot stress that 'very' enough!!) it was only about
to get much worse.  And now I gather it has.  From what you all are saying,
I should think you would've noticed it back then, also.  For those who
still haven't a clue of what I am speaking, the choice I refer to is the
set of tactics Andry uses when confronting the diarmhidi (sp?).  Bluntly,
the thing the 'good guys' DON'T have is information, and Andry is killing
off their chances to gain it.  I think it is a very good way of making sure
his vision comes true.

>On a more technical, storytelling-style note, I was quite impressed with
>the way Rawn kept us in the dark about the enemy in StrongHold. We never
>get inside the head of their leader, nor do we ever see them except when
>characters we already know are interacting with them. Their attacks come
>without warning many times. We never get the overarching third-person
>god-like perspective; instead, we see the events unfold as the characters
>in the story see them. This is something that many fantasy writers seem
>unable to do - they feel obliged to give you the details of how the master
>villain's mind works, well before the main characters of the story can
>have any idea whatsoever themselves.

   I don't think you can say *never*.  Certainly, we see into Ianthe's
youngest son's mind, when he is at Goddess Keep and plotting how he will
take Hollis.  And we are pretty much aware of Ianthe's plans also, in the
first book.  So too, in the third book, we damn well know what the
diarmhidi plan to do once they are able to get into Strong Hold.  I think
what Rawn does so well is that, like you said, she does not give us the
omnipotent, overlooking third person perspective, but like with the heroes
deals directly with the characters themselves when introducing us to their
plans and plots.  And I further feel that she does it in a subtle,
uncontrived manner; it is natural for us to be there listening along with
the villains (Damn, damn, DAMN that I just can't remember many names!  It's
been a little while) just as it is natural for us to listen to the heroes.
There's no details (directly, that is) about how the villain's mind works
other than what we ourselves can glean from the observation, but we ARE
given the knowledge to make educated guesses about what we may wish.  And
as far as having that knowledge before the heroes do, well, I believe that
is a moot point.
    I am most curious to know how people feel about Andry.  If I had to
single out the one person who would torpedo this entire world, it would not
be any of the diarmhidi, it would be the Lord of Goddess Keep.  I find him
more dangerous to the 'heroes' than an uncontrolled fission reaction could
ever possibly be to us.  Does anyone else agree with such an assessment of
him?  Has anyone else been absolutely exasperated by what seems at once the
blindness and obstinancy of this one person who most needs to see what goes
on around him and accept other than what he *thinks* he knows?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 17:21:47 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

First, let me say that I haven't read the fourth book yet, so keep that in
mind.

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>   I certainly agree with you when you say that he is not much like Rohan.
>I think that giving him such magical power was a good way to start that
>trend, as power like that IMHO makes a defference in the outlook and
>actions of any given character.  If it does not, then that character would
>likely be much to contrived in those areas, something Rawn's characters
>simply do not come across as.

   Pol is a lot more cocky than Rohan ever was.  Of course, this could be
due to Pol's youth (didn't we all think we're invincible when we were
young), or Pol's greater power.  Pol is both more lucky and less lucky than
Rohan in terms of magic.  Pol possesses a large capacity of magical power,
and this will shape his attitudes towards his enemies, vassals, and
friends.  It's much harder to maintain a balance of power, or even leige to
king relationship when the king, for whatever reason, is much stronger than
anyone else.  A less powerful king is forced to become more diplomatic,
less rash in his decisions, and generally a wizer king due to his lack of
overwhelming power.  Rohan has mastered the art of leadership, while Pol
has not (so far).

>   Here's something I find interesting - the heroes on the losing end.  I
>have not read _Strong Hold_ as yet, but I had this impression waaaaay back
>in _The Star Scroll_; specifically, that the heroes did not truly have a
>grasp of the entire situation, and because of a **VERY** bad choice in the
>_SunRunner's Fire_ (I cannot stress that 'very' enough!!) it was only
>about to get much worse.  And now I gather it has.  From what you all are
>saying, I should think you would've noticed it back then, also.  For those
>who still haven't a clue of what I am speaking, the choice I refer to is
>the set of tactics Andry uses when confronting the diarmhidi (sp?).
>Bluntly, the thing the 'good guys' DON'T have is information, and Andry is
>killing off their chances to gain it.  I think it is a very good way of
>making sure his vision comes true.

   Andry is a perfect example of a leader who becomes corrupt due to his
personal obsession.  Steven Donaldson mentioned something similar in
_Mordant's Need_, when he talked about the relationship between the King
and Da (the hero's father).  A leader, trying to root out evil (as he
conceives it), can very quickly lose perspective upon the world, and act
evil even though he has good intentions.  I believe that this is one of the
greatest pitfalls of leadership, to use morally reprehensible tactics to
protect the good; in other words, justifying the means by the end result.
I think Andry is going to realize what he is doing in the fourth book,
refuse to accept the consequences of his actions, and perhaps go mad rather
than accept his foolish plan.  I was hoping that Andry's family could
perhaps persuade him to regain his perspective, (especially his father, who
I have tremendous respect for), but no-one has been able to.

Has the fourth book come out in paperback yet?  

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 21:14:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: In Defence of Sleator

   I've got a friend who swears by William Sleator (though he loves all
juvenile literature).  He really liked Interstellar Pig and, especially The
Boy Who Reversed Himself.
   I, myself only read _House of Stairs_ about eight years ago, and that
was really disturbing.  Although I don't know if it would have the same
impact now as it did then.  I liked it a lot, though.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 09:49:17 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Space Beagle

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>I heard that "Voyage of the Space Beagle_ is not so much a novel as a
>collection of short stories with interconnecting material. I know the
>first part (with the Coeorl) is called "Black Destroyer" and the part with
>the Ixtl is called "Discord in Scarlet".  Can anyone give me the itles of
>the other short stories within?  Thanks in advance

"War of Nerves" and "M-33 in Andromeda".

  --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 1 Feb 1991         Volume 16 : Issue 41

Today's Topics:

              Administrivia - Archives,
	      Books - Anthony (4 msgs) & Asprin & Friedman &
                      Martin & Niven (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 1 Feb 91 08:38:18 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  58 star-trek-tng.guide       [updated with fourth season episodes]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
*  48 cons.txt              [updated as of February 1]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
*  4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
*  3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 15:32:04 GMT
From: v065lrn6@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Todd G Vaarwerk)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony: Bio of a Space Tyrant

CVITEK@drew.BITNET (Bart Simpson) writes:
>Has anyone out there read Piers Anthony's Bio of a Space Tyrant?  I
>believe it is a four or five books series.  I have read the first three,
>and wondered what the remaining one(s) is like.  Any help?

Sure. 

*** SPOILER WARNING AHEAD ***

Book IV - Tyrant
   This is Hope's experience as the Tyrant of Space.  It is more like Book
   II - Mercenary than Book III - Politician.  Very worthwhile as a
   continuation of the series.

Book V - Statesman
   This is the story of the End of Hope's life.  If you think that the end
   of Book IV would be the end of his Greatness", then you are sadly
   mistaken.  This could be the best possible conclusion to _Bio of a Space
   Tyrant_ [If it actually is concluded ;-) ]

   This book makes *Many* comparisons as to the world in the 1980's (and is
   not ashamed to admit it, as there is a list of comparisons in the back
   of the book)

If you have any further need of information, Please feel free ... 

Todd G Vaarwerk
State University of New York at Buffalo
Bitnet:  V065LRN6@UBVMS               
Internet: V065LRN6@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU
          VAARWERK@ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU    

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 17:40:05 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony: Bio of a Space Tyrant

>Has anyone out there read Piers Anthony's Bio of a Space Tyrant?  I
>believe it is a four or five books series.  I have read the first three,
>and wondered what the remaining one(s) is like.  Any help?

   Books four and five were pretty good.  4 is subtitled _Executive_, and
deals with Hope's tenure as the Tyrant.  It offers some fairly interesting
social commentary, while at the same time continuing to weave around the
plot of Hope and the women in his life.  It also gets a tad more illicit,
in that aspect, if possible.
   5 is subtitled _Statesman_, and deals with the Post-Tyrant era up until
(and actually just a little past) Hope's death.  It brings to light a new
plan to stabilize humanity by expanding to the Stars (a Diaspora).  I found
this also rather well done (indeed, the series as a whole was quite
enjoyable, beyond doubt, though I felt the second book, _Mercenary_, was
the best).  Don't want to ruin any more, except to say that he left Bio
open at the end, to continue with the story of Hope's sister, Spirit.  In
fact, I believe he may be already working on at least one book to this end,
and I've heard a title - _The Iron Maiden_, I believe, in reference to it.
Knowing Anthony's proclivity, I find this easily believable, but who knows?

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 17:22:07 GMT
From: glee@athena.mit.edu (Gilbert Huppert)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony: Bio of a Space Tyrant

I read all five books, but only because they were given to me as a birthday
present.  Please don't think that I hate Piers Anthony, but I thought that
the whole _Space Tyrant_ series was worthless drivel, and a complete waste
of time reading.  It seems that Anthony has some very good ideas, but
wastes a lot of space just making novels which he hopes will make a lot of
money.  I found this series very long, drawn out, and without a real point
of value.  Of course, the same can be said for most of the series that
Anthony has written.  The Incarnations of Immortality started very well
with _On a Pale Horse_, but quickly became repetitious and dull.  Anthony
even decided that, contrary to his original intent, books including EVIL
and GOOD should be produced.  Here is where the surprise comes in.  Since
these books were not originally part of the series, Anthony cannot
intimately link them with the others, so they stand well by themselves.
This, unfortunately, is not true for _Bio of a Space Tyrant_, since all
five books were planned at the same time, and the whole series is just one
long, drawn out boredom.  I would not recommend continuing, or even
starting this series: it is one of the greatest letdowns Anthony has ever
produced.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 19:50:48 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: What Should I Try by PA ? 

I'm risking being repetative, but has nobody else read _Pornucopia_? or is
it just that nobody else liked it? If it's just the title that is scaring
people off, don't let it - th book is hilarious.

TCDEV008@YSUB.YSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 17:17:41 GMT
From: ua_rlp@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu (I am created Shiva)
Subject: Re: PHULE's Company

CVITEK@drew.BITNET (Bart Simpson) writes:
> I have recently read the new book (?) by Robert Asprin, Phoule's Company.
> In the afterword, he mentions that there are others coming.  How recent
> is this book?  Are there any other books by him out (other than MYTH
> books, which I thought were well done in the beginning, but are beginning
> to lose something).  Are there any sequels to Phoule's Company yet?

The name of the book is _Phule's Company_, no "o" in Phule. It's about a
year old and I haven't seen a sequel yet.

Robert Asprin edited the "Thieves World" anthologies and had several short
stories of his own included. But don't expect the humorousness of Myths or
Phules; "Thieves World" is usually dark fantasy (not horror).

Richard Pieri
14 Westdale RD.                  
Holbrook, MA 02343-1031          
UA_RLP@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu
rpieri@lynx.northeastern.edu     
UA_RLP@nuhub                     

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 15:04:12 GMT
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: C.S.  Friedman

  *** Spoiler Warning: _In Conquest Born_,  _The Madness Season_  ***
 
mok@pawl.rpi.edu writes:
>What pisses me off is that they both lost. Zatar got his Empire, but he is
>now incapable of enjoying it. He's going to be CELIBATE no matter how
>much he hates it. And for Zatar that is a living hell. The only woman he
>is ever going to be able to sleep with is Anzha and she hates his guts for
>killing her parents. As for Anzha Lyu she isn't going to be allowed to
>destroy the
 
On first reading, the ending bugged me, too.  But, the point of it all is,
in war sometimes no one wins.  *And*, be careful what you wish for; you
might just get it, as Zatar did.  Anzha is a truly tragic figure, because
she's been ultimately thwarted at every turn despite her considerable
success in rising above the loss of her parents, the Institute's
programming, and the Braxhana.
 
On to _The Madness Season_; I concur with the observation that this novel
differs entirely in tone from Friedman's earlier novel.  I was pleased that
as an author, Friedman was able to navigate successfully through that shift
in tone, and produced a novel every bit as entertaining as _In Conquest
Born_.  Of the two, _ICB_ is the darker novel, because there's a certain
fatalism in its title - the two main characters *are* conquered, each in
his or her own way, from the beginning.  But the characters *and* the
reader have to discover this gradually, until things finally become clear
in the novel's final scenes.
 
In contrast, _TMS_ 's hero achieves his ultimate goal, although he pays a
price for it.  Ultimately, he and the Maia are reunited, and have the
implicit opportunity to lead a peaceful life together thereafter.
 
Mary Jannausch 
HFZ0@ub.cc.umich.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 21:02:08 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Wild Cards 7:  One-Eyed Jacks

This one was a disappointment, probably the weakest book in the Wild
Cards series so far.  "One-Eyed Jacks" opens a trilogy (book two due in six
months) concerning the "jumpers", a group of aces with the identical
power to switch bodies with others.  They can commit most any crime using
borrowed bodies, then return to their own bodies (which were comatose) and
leave their 'hosts' to take the consequences.

Part of the problem is that this book is getting too grim and too gritty.
It's also in the process of getting grimmer, as an anti-wild-card backlash
begins to manifest.  This problem could have been overcome with good
writers and good writing, though, and OEJ featured too many uninspired
examples of both.

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 15:55:00 GMT
From: UI0T@dkauni2.bitnet ("Thomas Koenig")
Subject: Niven story about Maxwell's daemon

I remember a Niven (?) story about a magic way to temporarily circumvent
the second law of thermodynamics using Maxwell's daemon.

Can somebody tell me its title and the book it appeared in?  There's a
thermodynamics professor here who, I think, needs to know about that kind
of thing :-)

Thomas Koenig
BITNET: UI0T@DKAUNI2.BITNET
INTERNET: UI0T@IBM3090.RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DE

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 17:22:24 GMT
From: hwt@bwdlh490.bnr.ca (Henry Troup)
Subject: Re: Niven story about Maxwell's daemon

"Unfinished Story #1" and I think it's in _All the Myriad Ways_

Henry Troup
P.O. Box 3511, Stn. C. 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1Y 4H7
uunet!bnrgate!hwt%bwdlh490 
HWT@BNR.CA

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 19:04:08 GMT
From: tweaver@tove.cs.umd.edu (Thomas J Weaver)
Subject: Re: Niven story about Maxwell's daemon

UI0T@dkauni2.BITNET ("Thomas Koenig") writes:
>I remember a Niven (?) story about a magic way to temporarily circumvent
>the second law of thermodynamics using Maxwell's daemon.
>
>Can somebody tell me its title and the book it appeared in?  There's a
>thermodynamics professor here who, I think, needs to know about that kind
>of thing :-)

Niven used Maxwell's demon in a novelette in, I think, "The Magic Goes
Away".  The original demon was created by the famous Maxwell of Maxwell's
four laws. He claimed that the 2nd law could be circumvented if, when a
container with two partitions was filled with gases of 2 temperatures, and
a hole was punctured connecting the two partitions, you then installed a
demon who could see which molecules were faster(hotter), that demon could
keep the hot hot and the cold cold.  Howsomever, an interesting article
posted in Analog in '89(?) showed that the demon would have to use energy
to properly "see" the molecules; enough energy to cancel out its abilities.
At least, I'm pretty sure that was the logic involved (my Analogs are 500
miles away from my terminal, though).

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 22:08:43 GMT
From: csusac!utgard!chris@csufres.csufresno.edu (Chris Anderson)
Subject: Re: Niven's protectors

roys@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Roy Stead) writes:
>Thus, a 'human' protector might see possibilities (due to its background)
>which a Pak protector would not see (and vice-versa!).

And in fact, Teela (in Ringworld Engineers) had made protectors from
several of the races of Ringworld for precisely that reason.  I seem to
remember that vampires were one, what were the others?

>Ditto for any other races - Puppetteers, Grogs, Woodlice, etc

I think that they have to be somewhat related to homo habilis.  It doesn't
make sense that the virus would act on all races.

>Incidentally, has anybody discussed the possibility of other primates
>eating Tree of Life? I'd love to see a Chimpanzee Protector.

Brennan mentioned this as one of Pssth'pok's (sp?) possible strategies for
taking over Earth.  Specifically, going to Olduvai and organizing the
monkey and chimpanzee protectors.  Brrr.

Chris Anderson
QMA, Inc.
utgard!chris@csusac.ecs.csus.edu  

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Anthony & Asimov (8 msgs) & Brust & Farmer &
                   Gerrold & Star Trek Novels (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 02:53:35 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Re: like P. Anthony is way cool Dude!

I hesitated to become involved in this debate, partially because there's
some serious "flaming" going on on both sides, and partially because I like
Piers Anthony and have been a devoted fan.  But I must admit, of the Xanth
series, the only ones really worth reading are the first few.  The series
rapidly goes downhill, and as for books 11 and 12 (13?  I've lost count for
some reason - jeez, imagine that?) they are truly awful.  I mean, has he
sunk so low that he has to have sex in his books just to attract readers?
You have to admit, though, that Anthony has made no pretense about the
Xanth books being quality literature.  He has said time and time again that
he considers them pretty worthless.  So why should we think any
differently?  With his other series, I agree with someone else who said
that the first 3 books of the "Adept" series were good, and the rest were
lame.  The "Incarnations of Immortality" series starts off well, like the
Xanth series, and likewise slips quickly.  I like Anthony's early stuff,
but he has fallen into the trap of grinding out mindless sequels. (Sequels!
Now that's interesting!  Someone should tell him that a sequel doesn't
become 13 books)

John

------------------------------

From: SAY@trboun.bitnet
Subject: Asimov timeline
Date: 1 Feb 91 12:59:41 GMT

***Maybe some spoilers about some Asimov short stories***

Some people were discussing whether the short stories "Not Final!",
"Victory Unintentional" and "Blind Alley" are a part of the Foundation/
Robots universe or not. They definitely are. NF! and VU are clearly in the
same universe and that universe contains the U.S. Robots and Mechanical Men
Corporation, which is the employer of Susan Calvin. Now of course some may
say that the wonderful novelette "The Bicentennial Man" also contains that
corporation, and is not part of the big timeline. Well, yes, but no
inconsistencies arise with the inclusion of NF!, VU and BA. Some have said
that there are no aliens in that universe. This is wrong. There are no
*harmful* aliens in that universe. That is, no alien race that will be
rivals of Mankind in the colonization of the Galaxy. The aliens in BA are
harmless in that sense. The Jovians in NF! and VU are *made* harmless in
VU.  If you wonder by what coincidence the Universe is so friendly to
humans, read the book The End Of Eternity (which is also part of the big
story) and the end of Foundation's Edge.

BTW, Asimov himself may not agree with some of the above ideas...:-)

Peace.

Cem Say
Bogazici University
Turkey

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 15:25:53 GMT
From: fw@itk.unit.no (Fredrik Wilhelmsen)
Subject: Re: in defense of Asimov

About Isaac Asimov.

1. That IA admits he is not being a great writer, is no excuse for pouring
out big fat volumes of kipple.

2. Why write at all if you don't have anything to say, no story to tell?
His novels are boring. Nothing happens. "So we had to go all the way to the
other side of the galaxy to find this planet. The trip was so long, and
boring, and then when we got there bla bla bla and then he said - Oh my
leg! Of course we didn't believe him. And afterwards, some of us was no
longer alive, but most of us were." Consider this story. Consider it
stretched out over 700 pages.

3. About style. Kurt Vonnegut has style. Every passage is powerful and
every sentence is essential. And his novels are of a sensible length (from
150 to 250 pages). And so on.

6. Arthur C. Clarke is indistinguishable from Asimov. Nothing happens, but
the space ships are slower.

7. I don't dispute that IA has an impressive intellect. I only think he has
been spreading it a little thin lately

The good thing is of course, if you don't like it, you don't have to read
it. So much to read, so little time. Why waste it on things you know you
don't like. Read something you have already read, maybe even some old IA
novel.

Have a nice day.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 18:57:09 GMT
From: jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (James J Johnson)
Subject: Re: More Asimov...

tshay@hpuxa.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Timothy B. Shay) writes:
>While we're on the subject of Asimov, has anybody read either
>'Foundation's Friends' (a collection of stories by other authors about the
>foundation universe) or 'Nightfall' which, I assume, is a rewrite of the
>original Nightfall story with Robert Silverberg.  I haven't gotten around
>to either, and I wondered how they were.

I have read "Foundation's Friends" I thought it was actually quite
enjoyable.

Some of the stories reflected an honest attempt at imitation of Asimov's
style.  On the whole I feel it was an excellent read.  Especially Orson
Scott Card's story about the Second Foundation.

James Johnson
jjj45754@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 15:02:13 GMT
From: dac@prolix.ccadfa.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: in defense of Asimov

Fredrik Wilhelmsen writes:
> About Isaac Asimov.
> 
> 6. Arthur C. Clarke is indistinguishable from Asimov. Nothing happens,
> but the space ships are slower.

Is there another Arthur C.  Clarke to whom you refer, or are you in fact
equating the author of 'The City and the Stars' with Isaac Asimov?

Piffle. Have you read _The Fountains of Paradise_, _Rendezvous with Rama_,
_A Fall of Moondust_, _2001_?  Or any of his short stories (Especially
_Tales from the White Hart_.)

Clarke isn't really producing work these days that compares to his earlier
output (Paradise and _Songs of Distant Earth_ are notable exceptions), but
relegating him to the ranks of 'waffle' [which is, after all, what Asimov
specialises in these days] is a cruel and unwarranted jab at a great man.

Next you'll be informing everyone that Doris Lessing is the best author
ever.

:-(

Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.OZ.AU

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 09:28:12 GMT
From: MAP@lcs.mit.edu (Michael A. Patton)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

***Warning: Spoiler for _The_End_of_Eternity_***

khale@dawnstar.Eng.Sun.COM (Abhijit Khale) writes:
>_The_End_of_Eternity_ is a more interesting case. _Foundations_Edge seems
>to imply that the Eternals are part of the same Universe, but there are
>several inconsistencies. _The_End_of_Eternity_ implies at one point that
>alien races do exist, too.

It's more subtle than that.  Yes, _The_End_of_Eternity_ has non-humans
occupying the Galaxy when the humans eventually go out, IN THE INITIAL
HISTORY.  This is not the status when the book ends, however.  You have to
remember that history is different at different points in the book.

As I recall it, the point of destroying the Eternals was that then Humanity
would expand into the Galaxy early enough to prevent the other races from
developing.  The theory was that if Humanity made it to a planet before the
local biota had gotten past early development, then no other race would
develop to the level of intelligence and the Galaxy would be ours.

I believe that the Meta-Eternals (I forget what they were actually called)
were not sure what the new history would be.  They may have believed that
some other races would exist and been wrong, i.e.  Humanity expanded faster
than they envisioned.  Or they really may have planned to wipe out the
other intelligent races.

Back in the early 70's I remember working with some friends on the idea of
combining as many of the Asimov stories into a serialization.  I even have
the entire chronology stashed on this here workstation somewhere.  There
were only a few discrepancies we found, as far as I know Asimov just
glosses over these if he comments at all, they can't be fixed without
rewrites to the stories.  _The_End_of_Eternity_ is sufficiently vague about
what the final state REALLY is that it could easily fit without too many
assumptions, and nothing that is a direct contradiction to anything *known*
to be a fact in other stories.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 20:14:56 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: asimov part two

>    Class just ended, so I'm back with part two of why the robot stories
> can't be part of the Foundation Universe.
>       2) In _I, Robot_, robots are outlawed on Earth in the year 2070.  
>          Yet in _The Caves of Steel_, also part of the Foundation
>          Universe, robots are active members of Earth society.  At one
>          point Daneel threatens a woman who is complaining that a robot
>          is fitting her for shoes.

   Has it occured to you that sometime between the events of IR and those
of TCOS robots might have been allowed BACK on Earth? We're talking about a
period of over 1000 years, remember - plenty of time for rules to change. I
also seem to recall that Earthlings resented the robots.  Perhaps the
Spacers made Earth buy them. The Spacer planets were the prime
manufacturers of Robots, and it is possible that they were forcing Earth to
buy them. That would explain the presence of SpaceTown, and the idea that
Earth imported all its robots would be consistent with their banning of
robots, as one of the last Foundation books mentioned. (Or maybe the one
about Seldon as a young man)

Nate Gordon
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 09:10:03 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: The Early Asimov

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
> J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>> 3).  Is "Blind Alley" and "Victory Unintentional" Foundation stories?
> Contrary to what someone else said, yes, `Blind Alley` is a set in the
> Foundation universe.  It even starts out with a quote from the
> Encyclopedia Galactica.

It might be better to say that it uses the general props of the Foundation
universe but it not consistent with it.  As I recall the chronology doesn't
really match.  Speaking of that story, there are numerous references to
Asenion (sp?), a quasi-religious philosopher.  This name appears a number
of times in Asimov's books, e.g. Asenion robots follow the three laws.
Asenion=Asimov was part of the SF folklore in those days.  Does anyone know
whether this came from the references in his stories or whether he picked
it up and used it?

Another story where Asimov reused the background is _Mother Earth_ which
was written before the Lije Baley series.  The whole background of spacers,
an over populated Earth, diseased and inferior Earth people, Aurora as the
leading Spacer world, etc, was set up there and reused later.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 19:20:00 GMT
From: TERNENT@wkuvx1.bitnet (John Ternent)
Subject: RE: _Foundation's Friends_

Tim Shay (tshay@hpuxa.ircc.ohio-state.edu) writes:
>While we're on the subject of Asimov, has anybody read either
>'Foundation's Friends' (a collection of stories by other authors about the
>Foundation universe) or 'Nightfall' which, I assume, is a rewrite of the
>original Nightfall story with Robert Silverberg.  I haven't gotten around
>to either, and I wondered how they were.

I have been on the verge of buying _Foundation's Friends_ for, oh, about 8
months now (I guess as soon as it came out). Every time I pick it up, I
read teh back cover and wonder just how good it is. Any reviews out there
(good or bad)?  I think it's a neat concept, but wonder how well it was
executed...

John Ternent
Chief Programmer/Systems Analyst
Kentucky Climate Center         
Department of Geography and Geology
Western Kentucky University        
Bowling Green, KY 42101            
(502)745-4555               
TERNENT%WKUVX1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 18:54:48 GMT
From: mok@rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: PHEONIX GUARD by Steven Brust

PHEONIX GUARD, Brust's next book is due out in April.

It is the story of a Dragaeran who is enlisted in the Phoenix guard. Now
that's a welcome change of pace! It'll be nice to see some Dragaera which
isn't from Vlad's point of view.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 20:09:52 GMT
From: uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu (Void where prohibited by law.)
Subject: P.J. Farmer story . . .

I remember reading somewhere (possibly on this conference?) about a short
story by Philip Jose Farmer written on the premise "What if William S.
Burroughs instead of E.R. Burroughs had written Tarzan?"  I don't remember
the story's title but it sounded fascinating.  Does anyone know of any
anthologies, magazines, whatever where the story appeared?  I'd really like
to track down a copy.  You may want to Email since our newsreader has been
having problems of late.

Thanks!

Stewart Tame
3123 Scenic Lake Dr. Bldg.11 Apt.7
Ann Arbor, MI    48108
uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 09:14:28 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: has anyone...

> Has anyone heard any info on when David Gerrold's next book in the "War
> Against The Chtorr" series is coming out? That series was one of the most
> frightening, exhilarating stories that I have ever read. If you have not
> read it, I recommend picking up _Day of Damnation_ and reading it. I have
> finished _A Matter for Men_ and _Rage For Revenge_, but I haven't heard
> when the new one is coming out.

I enjoy David Gerrold's work quite a bit even though I don't think too much
of him personally. (IMHO) I have noticed that each of the novels seems to
have a subplot involving the growth of the characters.  And sometimes the
characters are engaged in practices that in our present society would be
taboo.

The most obvious example of this is "The Man Who Folded Himself" The growth
of David Auberson in "When Harlie Was One" is another example.

I have only read the abridged releases of the first two Chtorr novels but
enjoyed them quite a bit.  One of the best concepts had to be the "body
sharing" that the telepathy corp. members would do.

Marc Wiz
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com!marc
marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 17:03:46 GMT
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: Star Trek:TNG

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Cohen) asked about ST:TNG books.
I've only read one, but it was very good:
  _Metamorphosis_, by Jean Lorrah
 
_Metamorphosis_ is billed as a ST:TNG 'novel', and has no series # attached
to it.  the basic plot is this: while part of an away team that's
investigating a planet, Data observes a native woman who is trying to reach
a sacred mountain, and he saves her life.  The mountain is the source of
incredible power; Data has to investigate it, so he accompanies her on her
quest.  They ultimately find the being(s?) at the source of the power, and
Data's wish to be human is fulfilled; he returns to the enterprise a human
being, not an android.  Data's reactions to human impulses and his efforts
to adapt to his new situation are fun to read.  I won't tell how it ends,
of course.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 17:22:50 GMT
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: Star Trek novels

Recent discussion of the Star Trek novels (w/original characters) reminded
me of one of my favorites, not yet mentioned here:
    _Pawns and Symbols_, by Majlis Larson
 
The great things about this novel are:
 
1.  Much of the action is set in the klingon empire, where we get the
    opportunity to see a very well-drawn slice of Klingon culture and
    society.
 
2.  The main characters are strong and well-defined.  Two of them are new
    to the Trek universe: Jean Czerny, a human; and Arrnath, a Klingon
    warrior.  Kang returns, as the commander of the group that retrieves
    Jean from Sherman's planet. (Want to know how and why? Read it!).
    Kang's personality, desires, drives and ambitions are probed in a way
    that makes me wish we'd seen more of him in ST:TOS.
 
3.  Yes, Kirk and Spock show up in the novel.  But, they don't dominate the
    action, nor are the novel's central conflicts tied up with them
    personally.
 
4.  The plot would make a great script for a movie - it has pace, action,
    characters with believable motivations who do believable things, and an
    ending that left me hankering for a sequel.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 16:18:00 GMT
From: DARCHDEACON@smith.bitnet
Subject: RE ST:TNG book reviews

   In general, the quality of Tng books is lower than TOS books, but there
are definitely a few worth reading:
  Children of Hamlin  by Carmen Carter
  Survivors  by Jean Lorrah?
  Doomsday World  by Carmen Carter and 3 others
  Fortune's Light

Of the ones I've read (and I've read 1/2-2/3 of the series), these are the
best IMHO.  I didn't much care for _Metamorphosis_, but I know a few people
really enjoyed it.

BTW, my theory on why the TNG books aren't as good is that the books are
being written concurrent with the series.  Since the characters are still
being developed on TV, the authors of the books have less 'established
traits' to work with.  For example, _Survivors_ was written not long after
Tasha Yar was killed.  In the book, we learn a lot about Tasha, Data, and
their relationship.  Then in the fourth season of TNG, we meet Tasha's
sister, who never appeared in _Survivors_.

Darchdeacon@Smith

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			Books - Donaldson (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 19:54:48 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

There is a review of this in _Locus_ (January, I think).  The reviewer
(don't remember the name) compared it fleetingly to Bret Easton Ellis's
recent debacle.  Not to judge a book by its cover, but that's enough to
make lots of people give it a miss or a picket-line.

I would be interested in seeing comments from people who find ornate,
painstakingly-described scenes of violence in books (not necessarily
``literature'') and movies (not necessarily ``film'') not only INTERESTING
and ILLUMINATING (give specific instances) but NECESSARY.  Necessary to the
plot's advancement (why describe in detail instead obliquely?)  or the
characters' illumination.

This sounds like a college-English or aesthetics essay question, but I
really do wonder: a justification I have heard for it is that it reflects
violence in the world around us, but I've yet to experience that kind of
violence in daily life, and I'd bet most of the white middle-class folks
writing and reading it have not seen it either.

Comments?  Roger Crew, you've actually read the book; what did you think?

Elizabeth

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 19:42:24 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

bkr27@CAS.BITNET writes:
>I just received my S. F. Book Club mailing and one of their featured
>selections is a book entitled "The Real Story" by Stephen R. Donaldson.
>Is this the "Covenant" and "Mirror of Her Dreams" Donaldson?  The blurb
>describing the book didn't use his name as hype, and it did describe an S.
>F. story that is set in space, unlike previous Donaldson fantasies.

I think you will find that Donaldson has written serious Sci-Fi and not
just fantasy before, but usually in short story form.  I seem to remember
reading a short story of his in a compilation work on the 'Berserkers'
series.  Also, I think he wrote with Fritz Leiber for another compilation.

Anybody remember these books, or do I have to go search my bookcases for
them?

Iain McVey
mcvey@mprgate.mpr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 14:07:18 GMT
From: njw@doc.ic.ac.uk (Nick Williams)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

I have seen a new Stephen Donaldson book circulating around here (UK) but,
it is still in hardback.

I looked through the flyleaf and it _was_ the same Donaldson.  The plot was
SF, about two infamous people who meet up in some bar. They hate each other
in public, but there is lots of intrigue and murder going on backstage. The
idea was that the book was the "Real Story" about these two characters.

I've probably got the plot completely wrong, as I'm just going by my own
dim memories of the flyleaf. I'm waiting for the paperback to come out
before I read it.

Nick Williams
njw@doc.ic.ac.uk
njw@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 05:05:54 GMT
From: todd@dino.qci.bioch.bcm.tmc.edu
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

My interpretation of the 'afterword' in Donaldson's book indicated that
this is only a stepping off point for a series to follow.  This leads me to
suspect that it may and may not have a lot to do with how the 'actual'
series is written.

Donaldson briefly describes the way 'ideas' generate 'stories' worth
writing.  I choose to hope that this is only an appetizer for a richer,
broader series to follow.

I guess that we'll speculate, and no more, until we know.

Todd Smith

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 03:40:07 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey) writes:
>I think you will find that Donaldson has written serious Sci-Fi and not
>just fantasy before, but usually in short story form.  I seem to remember
>reading a short story of his in a compilation work on the 'Berserkers'
>series.

_Berserker Base_.  It's not that impressive, in my opinion.  I didn't think
it was outstanding one way or the other.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 02:52:19 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey) writes:
> There is a review of this in _Locus_ (January, I think).  The reviewer
> (don't remember the name) compared it fleetingly to Bret Easton Ellis's
> recent debacle.  Not to judge a book by its cover, but that's enough to
> make lots of people give it a miss or a picket-line.

First of all, to be fair to Donaldson, I should point out that the violence
in _Gap..._ is mostly on an emotional/psychological level (see spoiler
below).  Donaldson spends most of his time locked up inside his characters'
heads.  What actual physical violence takes place is tossed off in a few
phrases here and there (``and then he raped her a few more times'') and is
otherwise left to the imagination.

In fact there's a fair amount of emphasis placed on the pirate telling his
victim (damn, I've forotten the names already) what he's *going* to do
(Donaldson leaves out much of these verbal descriptions as well) and about
how he stops short of actually doing everything he said he was going to do.
The problem is that the character is such a psychopath to begin with, that
these moments of mercy just aren't terribly convincing and don't make much
sense.

Anyway, I would say this really *isn't* a case of painstakingly-described,
ornate ``and then he took the chainsaw and inserted it carefully into ...
pulled the cord and gave a quarter turn as it carved out ...''  violence
(ok, so I haven't read Ellis' book, either), though I can see where some
would consider it the emotional equivalent.

As for painstakingly explicit violence, if I'm in the mood for it, I prefer
to catch the latest spatter-punk/gratuitously-violent movie, since that's
going to be far more explicit than anything one would find in a book and in
such a case literary/artistic merit is usually the last thing I'm thinking
about; _Night of the Living Dead_, _Metalstorm_, _Halloween_, _The
Warriors_, etc.  are subject to an entirely different standard.  One might
legitimately ask how I could possibly find any of these to be "fun", but
that's a different question.

As for why Donaldson uses even the implicit and emotional violence (there
have already been enough flamewars about the _Covenant_ series and the
"proper" use of rape scenes that I hesitate to say anything at all about
this), one of his pet themes seems to be having characters survive not just
adversity, but *ADVERSITY*.  Essentially this is what Mercedes Lackey did
in Arrows Fall (if you've been following that thread), carried to even
greater extremes.

The problem with _Gap..._ is that as far as we can tell, any form of abuse
would do about equally well; we don't get to see what comes of it (argh! if
it's printed as a separate book, it should be able to stand alone as a
complete story in its own right, dammit!), and any thematic/plot
justification for why it took the form it did has to wait for the sequels.

In the Covenant series, the rape (admittedly, a somewhat different use of
rape) of Lena turns out to be an incredibly pivotal event, a primary cause
of many of the disasters that occur in the later books (making them all
Covenant's responsibility).  If _Lord Foul's Bane_ had ended with that rape
scene, then it would just be puzzling as what _Gap..._ has.

> This sounds like a college-English or aesthetics essay question, but I
> really do wonder: a justification I have heard for it is that it reflects
> violence in the world around us, but I've yet to experience that kind of
> violence in daily life, and I'd bet most of the white middle-class folks
> writing and reading it have not seen it either.

which is probably why we're all so fascinated with it.   1/2:-)
(hmmm, maybe *that's* the answer...)

More spoilers:

Just to clarify the nature of what I've been calling a "200-page rape
scene":

The pirate retrieves a female survivor from the wreckage of a ship that had
been chasing him.  He gives her a "zone implant", a device that when
activated, entirely removes the victim's volition.  Essentially, he holds
the control box, he can give any command he wants and she will rush to
obey, he has various reasons for hating her guts (mostly irrational ones),
and he decides it'll be fun to try to abuse/humiliate/degrade her so
completely that he won't need the control box anymore.

You get the general idea.

Roger Crew
Usenet: {arpa gateways, decwrl, uunet, rutgers}!cs.stanford.edu!crew
Internet: crew@CS.Stanford.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 03:25:07 GMT
From: boz@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (John Boswell)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

   I started reading "Lord Foul's Bane" a number of years ago, and was
disgusted by the "rape scene", or whatever.  I only got about half- way
through the book.  Now, I'm not a prude, or anything like that, but I found
that type of "character development" (for lack of a better term) was a
waste of my valuable reading time, and also not something I care to read.
I recently got Donaldson's new book and I thought I'd be better off, since
it wasn't "fantasy".  Again, I was revolted by the violence/ depravity of
the main character.  I found nothing redeeming about the book, and if it
says anything about Donaldson himself, he should be locked up (half :) ).
I *did* like his afterward in the book, and it made me feel a little better
about him; I may get the next books to see if he makes characters with less
violent tendencies.

John Boswell
Department of Chemistry
Dartmouth College

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 22:34:37 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

boz@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (John Boswell) writes:
>    I started reading "Lord Foul's Bane" a number of years ago, and was
> disgusted by the "rape scene", or whatever.  I only got about half- way
> through the book.  Now, I'm not a prude, or anything like that, but I
> found that type of "character development" (for lack of a better term)
> was a waste of my valuable reading time, and also not something I care to
> read.  I recently got Donaldson's new book and I thought I'd be better
> off, since it wasn't "fantasy".  Again, I was revolted by the violence/
> depravity of the main character.  I found nothing redeeming about the
> book, and if it says anything about Donaldson himself, he should be
> locked up (half :) ).  I *did* like his afterward in the book, and it
> made me feel a little better about him; I may get the next books to see
> if he makes characters with less violent tendencies.

You're not the first person to put down "Lord Foul's Bane" after a short
time.  It's not the easiest book to read, even aside from the violence.
But it does have its redeeming qualities, and the more you read in the
series, the more you realize two things: Covenant is a product of his
society, and the terrible isolation and fear he has faced have forced him
to withdraw within himself, so naturally if he is tempted with a temporary
gift, it probably would drive him crazy.  It is understandable, and even
pitiable as you get to know him.
  Second, he more than pays for that one act.  He spends his entire life
trying to repent for that one rape and all its consequences, and by the
end, he finally has.  Read on; you might find the rest of the series
worthwhile.

John

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 14:36:55 GMT
From: sequent!sawmill!mdbs!doug@cse.ogi.edu (Doug Waterfield)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

*Warning*:  Spoilers are everywhere!

crew@CS.Stanford.EDU (Roger Crew) writes:
>bkr27@CAS.BITNET writes:
>> I just received my S. F. Book Club mailing and one of their featured
>> selections is a book entitled "The Real Story" by Stephen R. Donaldson.
>> Is this the "Covenant" and "Mirror of Her
>
>Indeed, _The Gap Into Conflict: The Real Story_ is the first book of an
>entirely new effort.  If he's really serious about following the vague
>outline laid down by Wagner's Ring cycle (as he states in the appendix),
>then I figure this is going to run at least 3 or 4 books.

Donaldson states in his Afterword that there will be 4 novels following
this novella.

>As Donaldson once explained in a talk, "nice" == boring, which is why he
>likes to write about people that are significantly messed up in some way.
>_Gap_ is no exception to this, introducing characters that are even *more*
>thoroughly messed up than anyone he has tried to portray previously.
>Unfortunately, this makes their motivations mostly incomprehensible and
>the resulting plot turns to seem rather arbitrary.

I don't agree.  A major point of the novella is that the "real story" is
*very* difficult to determine unless you're one of the people involved.
Even then, the actual story is not revealed until the final paragraph,
because the characters are not completely aware of what motivates each
other *or* themselves.  This book definitely deserves a second read to
better comprehend the motivations of each character.

>Those of you who were turned off by the rape scene in Lord Foul's Bane can
>probably give this one a miss.

Again, I don't agree.  (see below!)

> [ Here begins a SPOILER (nothing that you won't be able to figure out
>   after reading the 1st 20 pages or so) ]:
>
>...the whole book is, in some sense, one long rape scene.
>
>(picture, if you will, a much more intense, much less restrained Castellan
>Lebbick having a few Raver powers locked in a room with Linden Avery for
>about 200 pages with no Geraden/Covenant to show up at the right moment
>and bail her out and you'll get the general idea).

The difference here is that the "rape" cuts many ways.  Who, in the end, is
the ultimate victim of the "real story"?

Doug Waterfield
mdbs, Inc.	
Lafayette, IN	

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 05:42:14 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: New Stephen R. Donaldson book?

Okay.  I just finished _The_Real_Story_ and would like comment a bit.  Some
spoilers to follow.

crew@CS.Stanford.EDU (Roger Crew) writes:
>First of all, to be fair to Donaldson, I should point out that the
>violence in _Gap..._ is mostly on an emotional/psychological level (see
>spoiler below).  Donaldson spends most of his time locked up inside his
>characters' heads.  What actual physical violence takes place is tossed
>off in a few phrases here and there (``and then he raped her a few more
>times'') and is otherwise left to the imagination.

I agree here.  He spends most of the time in the head of Angus Thermopyle,
a vile character.  He (Donaldson) seems to have a need to portray repulsive
behavior in men.

Spoilers follow!

>In fact there's a fair amount of emphasis placed on the pirate telling his
>victim (damn, I've forotten the names already) what he's *going* to do
>(Donaldson leaves out much of these verbal descriptions as well) and about
>how he stops short of actually doing everything he said he was going to
>do.

Actually, he (Thermopyle, the pirate) spends more time *thinking* about the
nasty things he'd like to do to Morn Hyland, the "damsel".

>The problem is that the character is such a psychopath to begin with, that
>these moments of mercy just aren't terribly convincing and don't make much
>sense.

I may be reading too much into this, but I thought it was fairly clear that
Thermopyle grew to fear her.  Donaldson made it plain that Thermopyle was a
coward in the worst way.  Combine this to the fact that although he was
able to control Morn, he never fully figured her out.

Allow me to say a couple of things in his (Donaldson's) defense.

Donaldson has a history of portraying situations or characters that seem
one way on the surface, but radically different in reality.  I think he had
a field day here in that sense.  As he himself describes, he has
successfully managed to shift the roles of the three major characters:
villain to victim, victim to rescuer, rescuer to villain.  Additionally, we
got to see Thermopyle for what he really is: a man who is ruled by fear
rather than anger or hatred, as most assumed.  I have a pet theory that
violent acts are commited out of fear rather than anger or hatred, and
while this character doesn't prove my theory, it is a thesis in support of
it.

Additionally, Donaldson himself all but apologized for the story.  I think
there are great things forthcoming after this story.

ps: What he described of the Ring cycle kept reminding me of _Chronicles_
    of_Thomas_Covenant_, and not at all of _The_Real_Story_.  I hope I'm
    not being real dense here.

pps: I was *SHOCKED* when I read that Morn ended up with the control box.
    This confirms my theory about Thermopyle being a coward, I think.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Dickson (4 msgs) & Heinlein (3 msgs) & King &
                   Kurtz & Martin (5 msgs) & Rusch (3 msgs) &
                   Tarr (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 14:53:24 GMT
From: I6050410@dbstu1.bitnet
Subject: Gordon Dickson

I have heard that 'The Dragon and the George' by Gordon R.  Dickson is
being continued. What is the title and the plot?

Rejnold Byzio

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 17:02:17 GMT
From: ddb@ploor.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Subject: _The Dragon Knight_, Gordon R. dickson **SPOILER**

I6050410@dbstu1.BITNET writes:
>I have also heard that 'The Dragon and the George' by Gordon R.  Dickson
>is being continued. What is the title and the plot?

The sequel is out in hardcover from Tor, it's called _The Dragon Knight_.

Since you asked for a plot summary:

*** SPOILER WARNING ***

The protagonist (i.e. I can't recall the name now) is called on to do his
feudal duty.  He and other local knights go over to France to fight for
their king, and get involved in the ultimate defeat of the ultimately evil
French arch-mage.

David Dyer-Bennet
ddb@terrabit.fidonet.org
ddb@network.com
ddb@Lynx.MN.Org
...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!ddb

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 19:14:20 GMT
From: mok@rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: _The Dragon Knight_, Gordon R. dickson **SPOILER**

ddb@ploor.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet) writes:
>I6050410@dbstu1.BITNET writes:
>>I have also heard that 'The Dragon and the George' by Gordon R.
>>Dickson is being continued. What is the title and the plot?
>
>The sequel is out in hardcover from Tor, it's called _The Dragon
>Knight_. 

I can summarize it in one word:  DISAPPOINTING!

It reads like an AD&D adventure. It has absolutely nothing of the flair
that the original had.  None of it's charm or wit. I'm not going to sayn
that it is bad writing. On the contrary! Dickson is a good writer, it's
just that this book was uninspired. Pick it up if you have nothing else to
do.  You won't be bored by it, but you won't be thrilled either.

mok@pawl.rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 23:15:44 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch)
Subject: Sequel to Chantry Guild?

Does anybody know if Gordon Dickson is working on a conclusion to his
massive Childe Cycle?  His last two books have been a sequel to George and
the Dragon and something about a wolf (Blood and Iron?  or something along
those lines)

Any chance that we will ever resolve the story of the Dorsia?

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 18:15:13 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Therbligs

Somewhere in (I'm almost positive) Heinlein's immense list of Lazarus Long
quotes, there is the following:

"Minimize your therbligs."

Every time I pass it, I wonder what the hell it means. 

Anyone know what therbligs are, and wherein lies the value of their
minimization?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 22:22:55 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: Therbligs

Andrew Plotkin inquires:
> Somewhere in (I'm almost positive) Heinlein's immense list of Lazarus
> Long quotes, there is the following:
>
> "Minimize your therbligs."
>
> Every time I pass it, I wonder what the hell it means.  Anyone know what
> therbligs are, and wherein lies the value of their minimization?

  Frank Galbraith, the U.S.'s first real efficiency analyst, named the
minimal motion operation for a form of his name, spelled backwards.
  He pioneered the use of high-speed motion pictures to break down and
analyze what was done by persons performing specific tasks.  He used a
"therblig" count to pick more efficient techniques for performing tasks,
and caused a revolution in U.S. industrial efficiency.
  Robert Heinlein was a tremendous fan of Galbraith's, and often quoted
him; the null-therblig philosophy, according to RAH, was potentially far
more valuable than null-A.  (joke.)
   
  There's a book called "CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN," written by one of
Galbraith's twelve kids, describing how the techniques of efficiency came
to be applied even at home with the family.  (Galbraith invented the idea
of touch-typing, and his kids were the first people who ever learned a
formally-designed touch-typing system.)  The family name is often spelled
"Gilbreth," and I've always wondered if the spelling got shortened because
it was more efficient that way.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 17:13:23 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: RA Heinlein

I was wondering if there is any difference between the book _Expanded
Universe_, release in 1980 that contains some short fiction and some
essays, and the book _Expanded Universe: The Worlds of R.A. Heinlein_,
which is listed in the front of several of his novels.  It seems to me I
have seen this before, but I am not sure.  If you know anything about this
please e-mail me.  Thanks.

Iain McVey
mcvey@mprgate.mpr.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 22:05:16 GMT
From: hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com (Hopi Star Lord)
Subject: My Pretty Pony

Okay, I have another question about Stephen King.

Has anyone heard of a book of his called _My Pretty Pony_?? And do you have
ANY idea what it is??

hopi@scicom.alphacdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 19:08:00 GMT
From: NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (GABRIELLE DE LIONCOURT)
Subject: Katherine Kurtz/Deryni fanzine

Does anyone know anything about the Katherine Kurtz/Deryni fanzine? I was
given the impression that it's a bit like Marion Zimmer Bradley's
_Starstone_.

Gabrielle

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 17:54:23 GMT
From: rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu (Rolf Wilson)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards 7: One-Eyed Jacks

dani@netcom.UUCP (Dani Zweig) writes:
>This one was a disappointment, probably the weakest book in the Wild Cards
>series so far.  "One-Eyed Jacks" opens a trilogy (book two due in six
>months)
>
>Part of the problem is that this book is getting too grim and too gritty.
>It's also in the process of getting grimmer, as an anti-wild-card backlash
>begins to manifest.  This problem could have been overcome with good
>writers and good writing, though, and OEJ featured too many unispired
>examples of both.

  I cannot agree more. I have enjoyed every book in this series to some
extent, but OEJ simply left me depressed. It had all the bad points that
the other books share, with none of the good points. Do we have to put up
with 2 more books of this garbage before the good writers return?

  A random question about the Wild Card Universe: why are there still so
many wild cards? The original infestation is long gone, and children of
people exposed is a ever-narrowing pyramid (90% death/Black Queen).  Is
there another mechanism operating? Are the original spores still active 45
years later, floating randomly around until they encounter a human being?

Rolf Wilson
Illinois State Geological Survey
rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 02:35:13 GMT
From: netcom!dani@claris.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards 7: One-Eyed Jacks

rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu (Rolf Wilson):
>  A random question about the Wild Card Universe - why are there still so
>many wild cards? The original infestation is long gone, and children of
>people exposed is a ever-narrowing pyramid (90% death/Black Queen).

This question is never dealt with, but there is a hint of an answer in
Tachyon's still-inactive infection: Many or most of those originally
exposed to the virus may never have come down with the actual 'disease' but
simply have become genetic carriers.

Dani Zweig
netcom!dani@apple.com 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 03:01:38 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards 7: One-Eyed Jacks

rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu (Rolf Wilson) writes:
> A random question about the Wild Card Universe: why are there still so
>many wild cards? The original infestation is long gone, and children of
>people exposed is a ever-narrowing pyramid (90% death/Black Queen).

Recall that the Wild Card is a recessive genetic virus.  This means, for
someone to actually have a Wild Card reaction, he must have received the
Wild Card from *BOTH* of his parents.  If only one of a person's parents
had the Virus, there is no way for the child to contract it, he will simply
pass it on.

With this in mind, we should consider that for every person who actually
contracted the Wild Card in its initial outbreak, there were several more
who gained the gene recessively.  These people have had children, and some
of their children have had children.  Almost none of these children will
have been killed by the Wild Card.  Only cases when a recessive Wild Card
married another recessive, or a dominant will there be any case of
reaction.  In other words, there are probably 3-4x as many people with the
Wild Card now as there were in 1945, because the virus has been spreading,
recessively through the children.

If you don't like the pseudo-science, think of the MANY recessive genetic
disorders in real life that are fairly deadly, but still very abundant.
Diabetes springs to mind.  It is definitely not in danger of extinction.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 07:28:36 GMT
From: salamon@sdbio2.ucsd.edu (Andrew Salamon)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards VIII  One-Eyed Jacks

jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang) writes:
>I just started reading the latest installment of the Wild-Card series.  It
>begins a three book run on the Jumpers.  A gang of people (?)  who can
>take over someone elses body and force their conciousness out.  It reverts
>back to the short story format instead the mosaic novel format of the last
>couple novels.
>
>I liked what I've read of it.  Anyone else have any comments?

I just finished it today.  I would say that as with most series it is going
downhill, but at a much slower rate than most.  I was somewhat disappointed
that my favorite character (Brennan) wasn't in this one.  Then I read the
preview of the next book and was even more upset!  They can't kill off
Wraith!  Brennan also seemed somewhat different, I wonder if another author
is writing about him, or if he has just changed since the earlier stories.
(My books are 3000 miles away so I can't check who wrote the earlier
stories.)

I am somewhat sorry to have started another series at the beginning, I hate
waiting for each book to come out.  It always seems to take forever.  (can
you fit lots of 'forever's in one 'always'?)

Enjoy.

Andrew
salaomon@sdbio2.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 06:29:59 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards 7: One-Eyed Jacks

appel@ocf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel) writes:
>If only one of a person's parents had the Virus, there is no way for the
>child to contract it; he will simply pass it on.

And quite probably, nothing will happen; Tachyon seems to think, at least,
that the virus will get activated only during moments of great stress or
other emotional highspots.  And he should know, eh? 8-)

>If you don't like the pseudo-science, think of the MANY recessive genetic
>disorders in real life that are fairly deadly, but still very abundant.
>Diabetes springs to mind.  It is definitely not in danger of extinction.

Fact: the way to spread a trait through the population, without controlled
breeding, is through a recessive gene.  Witness polydactism (think that's
the word; anyway, it means "many fingeredness").  Of the genes for finger
count, 5 fingers is recessive, while 6 fingers is dominant.  (Note that
this does not count the relatively common mutation in which a person is
born with multiple digits in excess of 6 per hand/foot, or where (s)he has
a different number of fingers on each hand.)  Most people do not have 6
fingers, they have 5.  (Although there is at least one polynesian island on
which the natives all have 6 fingers.  The reason this is so is that, until
relatively recently, they considered a child born with 5 fingers to be an
ill omen, and killed it.)

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
sef@sco.COM    
uunet!sco!sef  

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 02:52:23 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Kristine Kathryn Rusch to be the new F & SF editor

Kristine Kathryn Rusch, last year's Campbell winner as best new SF writer,
is going to be the new editor at F & SF effective March 1.  I think it's
about time for a woman to edit one of the major SF magazines.  While women
are senior editors at many of the publishing houses, they haven't edited
any of the major magazines until now.

Kristine has been one of the driving forces behind Pulphouse, a West Coast
publishing venture that published a periodic "hardback magazine."
Pulphouse will be going into a biweekly magazine format in June 1991.

I think Kristine will have a PO Box in Eugene, so all you folks who've been
rejected by Ed Ferman in the past should check out the February Locus or
SFC for her address and writer's guidelines.

Ed Ferman has been the editor of F & SF for over 20 years, making him the
"reigning" major SF magazine editor.

Good luck to both Kristine and Ed in their new careers.

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
Laurie_Mann@m80.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 08:49:10 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: Kristine Kathryn Rusch to be the new F & SF editor

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>Kristine Kathryn Rusch, last year's Campbell winner as best new SF writer,
>is going to be the new editor at F & SF effective March 1.  I think it's
>about time for a woman to edit one of the major SF magazines.  While women
>are senior editors at many of the publishing houses, they haven't edited
>any of the major magazines until now.

   How about Shawna McCarthy's tenure as editor at _Isaac Asimov's Science
Fiction Magazine_?  I admit that it hasn't been around for anywhere near as
long as either _F&SF_ or _Analog_, but I think that it counts as a "major"
magazine.

   I just ran into the other room and grabbed some copies from my
collection.  _IA'sSFM_ has had no fewer than *two* female editors (I
believe the title used for the chief editor is "Executive Editor") in its
history.  Kathleen Moloney preceded Shawna McCarthy as Executive Editor.
In the staff listing on page 12 of my July 1982 issue, it says:

   Isaac Asimov:  Editorial Director [I presume that this means he
                                      directs the editorial.  ;-) ]
   Kathleen Moloney:  Executive Editor
   Shawna McCarthy:  Senior Editor
   Elizabeth Mitchell:  Associate Editor

      [and a cast of thousands...  ;-) ]

   I distinctly remember the Good Doctor referring to Shawna McCarthy in
editorials as "beauteous," an adjective he reserves for ladies (given the
Good Doctor's reputation, this comes as no surprise, yes?).

   I mention this as a somewhat disinterested observer, since I no longer
subscribe to _IA'sSFM_.  I wasn't as happy with it after George Scithers
left as editor, though I kept up my subscription until about two years ago.

Brent
2818 S. Sunrise Dr. 
New Palestine, IN  46163
+1 (317) 861-4844 
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 22:52:09 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Kristine Kathryn Rusch to be the new F & SF editor

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>>While women are senior editors at many of the publishing houses, they
>>haven't edited any of the major magazines until now.
>
>    How about Shawna McCarthy's tenure as editor at _Isaac Asimov's
> Science Fiction Magazine_?  I admit that it hasn't been around for
> anywhere near as long as either _F&SF_ or _Analog_, but I think that it
> counts as a "major" magazine.

I am incredibly red-faced.  I'd quite forgotten....  (*SIGH*) Yes, of
course Isaac's is a major magazine.

Which reminds me, avoid making historical pronouncements after spending 13
hours at work and/or a work session for an upcoming convention!

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
Laurie_Mann@m80.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 06:21:48 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric SASSAMAN)
Subject: Judith Tarr: _Hall of the Mountain King_  - opinions?

Judith Tarr's _Hall of the Mountain King_ rated a 4+ (out of 5) in
OtherRealms. How are the sequels? How would you rate _Hall_, and how would
you rate the sequel(s)?

Eric Sassaman

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 04:51:03 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Judith Tarr: _Hall of the Mountain King_  - opinions?

On a scale of 1 to 5, I would rate _The Hall Of the Mountain King_ and _The
Lady of Han-Gilen_ both a 2, and _A Fall Of Princes_ a 3.  These were *not*
my favorite books, by Judith Tarr or anyone else.

I've thought about it a lot, because I adored _The Hound and the Falcon_
_Alamut_, and _Ars Magica_ (haven't gotten to _A Wind In Cairo_ yet).  It's
nothing I can put my finger on, I just do not like these lands, the
characters, or the stories.

Note: Her latest in the Rhiyanan (Elven) series, _The Dagger and the
Cross_, is excellent.  Like all in that series, I would give it a 5 on that
same scale.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Asimov (2 msgs) & Collier &
                   Heinlein & King (2 msgs) & Wilson (3 msgs) &
                   Non-English SF (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 15:32:07 GMT
From: zaphod@joker.hut.fi (Seppo J Niemi)
Subject: Zaphod Plays it Safe

There has been several references to 'The More Than Complete Hitchhiker's
Guide' and to the short story 'Zaphod Plays it Safe' included in the book.
I wonder whether this short story is available anywhere else. I wouldn't
like to buy the whole book just for this one chapter.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 20:54:15 GMT
From: ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu (Matthew Lathrum)
Subject: Re: Zaphod Plays it Safe

zaphod@niksula.hut.fi (Seppo J Niemi) writes:
>There has been several references to 'The More Than Complete Hitchhiker's
>Guide' and to the short story 'Zaphod Plays it Safe' included in the book.
>I wonder whether this short story is available anywhere else. I wouldn't
>like to buy the whole book just for this one chapter.

No, the story isn't available anywhere else.  I think that the book is a
very worthwhile addition as a collector's piece, though, and I've seen it
in stores for as low as $10.

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu     
ragnarok@bucs1.bradley.edu     
aamlath@heartland.bradley.edu  
af547@cleveland.freenet.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 16:09:48 GMT
From: SELIGMAN@fnala.fnal.gov (Merry met. Yclept Bill Seligman. Huzzah!)
Subject: Isaac Asimov and Isaac Asenion

Richard Harter writes:
>... Speaking of that story, there are numerous references to Asenion
>(sp?), a quasi-religious philosopher.  This name appears a number of times
>in Asimov's books, e.g. Asenion robots follow the three laws.
>Asenion=Asimov was part of the SF folklore in those days.  Does anyone
>know whether this came from the references in his stories or whether he
>picked it up and used it?

In his autobiography, Asimov describes the origin of the name.  Basically,
in his pre-author days Asimov wrote a fan letter to an SF magazine.  The
magazine published it but mis-read Asimov's signature, so the letter was
attributed to Isaac Asenion.  Asimov was irritated and wrote another letter
berating them for the error.  The magazine published this letter too, with
the editorial reply of "There, there, Isaac. Things will get better by and
by."  This made Asimov even more upset, but there was nothing more he could
do.

Lester del Rey, noting how irrational Asimov reacted, continued to tease
Asimov about it, calling him Asenion just to get a rise out of him.  The
story spread throughout the SF community, and finally Isaac was forced to
laugh at himself. He occasionally refered to "Asenion-type robots" (in
_Caves of Steel_, for example).  Other authors have picked up on it too; in
_When Harlie Was One_, David Gerrold refers to an Asenion model for
artificial intelligence, and I believe I heard a reference in ST:TNG.

Bill Seligman

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 18:33:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Asimov

   I've heard that _Mother Earth_, an Asimov book, deals with situtations
on Earth just before _The Caves of Steel_.  How hard is it to find these
days?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 02:19:36 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Mark Dickson)
Subject: John Collier

Can we get a line going about an author named John Collier? In discovering
the works of Henry Kuttner, I was reading the Ray Bradbury introduction to
"The Best of Henry Kuttner." Bradbury was spinning an anecdote about
Kuttner's author recommendations. Apparently Kuttner was a well read person
and those who were blessed with his recommendations of authors to read were
well rewarded. I was familiar with all the ones mentioned except John
Collier.

I am currently reading a story collection entitled "Fancies and
Goodnights."  His style reminds me at times of Kuttner. At other times I
see elements of another author I collect, Richard Matheson.

Anyone have any thoughts, contributions, or recommendations regarding this
author?

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 23:52:49 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: RA Heinlein

They are the same book.  If I remember, it's Expanded Universe : The New
Worlds of RAH.  The original was the Worlds of RAH, which was well out of
print.  He wrote more commentary, chopped one story, but added a lot of
other stories, including some non-SF stuff.  Alas, he dropped "Let There Be
Light", which was my first exposure to Heinlein's adult writing many years
ago.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 12:40:05 GMT
From: EWN1@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: My Pretty Pony

hopi@scicom.AlphaCDC.COM says:
>I have another question about Stephen King.
>
>Has anyone heard of a book of his called _My Pretty Pony_?? And do you
>have ANY idea what it is??

I've never read it, but I've heard that it's a coming-of-age story.  I've
also heard that it's not particularly good, that only if you really want to
collect all Stephen King's books should you buy it.  I do know that it's
not easy to get and you're likely to pay quite a bit of money if you do
manage to find it through some book search firm.

Ellen Newman
LCS - Library Computing Services
ewn1@psuvm.psu.edu             

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 18:22:03 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: My Pretty Pony

hopi@scicom.AlphaCDC.COM writes:
>Has anyone heard of a book of [Stephen King's] called _My Pretty Pony_??
>And do you have ANY idea what it is??

Okay, it's a short novella, non-horror, that consists almost entirely of a
conversation between a young boy and his grandfather about the nature of
time.  It's quite good (generally, this remains true of his non-horror
work, such as THE DARK TOWER) and has been published in a Limited Edition
and a Ridiculously Limited Edition.

The Limited Edition is quite thin, with very large type and lots of bizarre
illustrations.  It comes in a red slipcover.  If you can find it; I believe
it's out of print.

The Ridiculously Limited Edition, the first, was published as part of an
artists-and-writers series by some museum in New York.  It had stainless
steel covers with a digital clock embedded in them.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 02:56:56 GMT
From: dscatl!daysinns!barclay@emory.mathcs.emory.edu (Barclay Blanchard)
Subject: The Universe Next Door

Has anyone read Robert Anton Wilson's Schrodinger's Cat Trilogy?  It's a
compilation of three novels (surprise), the first of which is The Universe
Next Door.  It's a very funny blend of quantum physics (explained, so far
as I've read, for the layman) and social satire.  It beats the hell out of
anything by Douglas Adams, and some of my favorite books are by Douglas
Adams.  (Granted, I'm only on page 30 or so, but it's a *very* strong
beginning.)  It was originally published around 1979; my copy has a preface
written in 1988.

Barclay Elizabeth Blanchard
{uunet}!gatech.edu!daysinns!barclay

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 17:16:13 GMT
From: prender@ohstpy.mps.ohio-state.edu (S Prendergast)
Subject: Re: The Universe Next Door

barclay@daysinns.UUCP (Barclay Blanchard) writes:
> Has anyone read Robert Anton Wilson's Schrodinger's Cat Trilogy?  

If you liked the SCT (which I give a B+ to for effort) read ILLUMINATUS! by
RAW and Robert Shea. It's even better, and the only reason why I gave the
SCT a B+ instead of an A!

SWP

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 21:05:26 GMT
From: crichard@eecs.wsu.edu (richardson craig s    - CS500)
Subject: Re: The Universe Next Door

barclay@daysinns.UUCP (Barclay Blanchard) writes:
>Has anyone read Robert Anton Wilson's Schrodinger's Cat Trilogy?

Wilson is one of my favorite writers, and I count Schrodinger's Cat and the
various flavors of Illuminatus! ( :) ) among my favourite series.  I don't
think Schrodinger's is really comparable to Douglas Adams, as Wilson is not
primarily a humorist, concentrating more on the weird than the funny (of
course, IMHO).  I started with Illuminatus! and was hooked (the game, from
SJ games, is great too).  Wilson is one of the few writers who writes
series that can really be read in any order.

The Schrodinger's Trilogy is now out in a single volume, so there's no
excuse to not go out and get it :).

Also, if there's anyone who has later news than I, *has a publisher been
found for "new" volumes of the Historical Illuminatus series?  I know that
_The Earth Will Shake_ has been reissued.  Does this mean more are coming?
Oh, please!

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 91 20:21:36 GMT
From: BECKS@vm.tau.ac.il (Sara Beck)
Subject: Non-English SF, further comments

I wonder if there is less SF in languages other than English just because
the English material has swamped the field.  Books in English get
translated and distributed in other languages much more readily than the
reverse process.
 If you want to study the Anglo domination of popular culture, just go to
any bus station in Europe or Israel (the areas I know best) and check out
the books: if they have nothing else they will have Steven King and Jean
Auel, by dozens.  A classier bus station or actual bookstore will have many
or most of the established American and British SF authors in the local
lingo.  A new Asimov or Clarke appears in Hebrew (which is a TINY market)
no more than a year after English publication.  I have seen books by less
globally famous authors such as Haldeman, Cherryh, and McKillip in Hebrew 2
or 3 years after the original version and I assume it is even faster in
larger markets.  Now, how many books translated from the Bulgarian are you
likely to find in your local B.Dalton's?

S.Beck

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 91 21:57:30 GMT
From: Scott_D._Sabath.osbu_south@xerox.com
Subject: Re: non-english SF

I read a hardcover collection of novellas, translated into English from the
French original, called "Future Without Future" (French: Futur Sans
Avenir), by Jacques Sternberg, and it was superb!  It's probably out of
print, but I've seen it in science fiction bookstores. I assume he's more
widely published in France. I would recommend him.

Does anyone know of any other of his works?

Thanks.

Scott Sabath
Xerox,  Los Angeles CA

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 91 14:36:42 GMT
From: mau@alice.cselt.stet.it
Subject: Re: Non-English SF (V16#17)

Dieter Britz <BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk> wrote:
>   I have been pondering, on and off for years, why it is that, with just
> a few exceptions, only English-language SF is any good. [...]
>
>   How about it, all you non-English SF-L subscribers? Do you have any
> idea why USA, Britain and Australia have lots of good SF authors, and
> there are next to none elsewhere? I do have a sort of correlation,
> although it explains very little. [...] Could it have to do with how
> seriously people take themselves? Just a thought; I look forward to some
> input from others.

Well, Italian SF is very, very little known even by Italians themselves (I
could not remember more than 2 or 3 authors, no-one of these very good).
But indeed SF, like thriller, is considered a second-rate kind of
literature: even worse, everyone in Italy would laugh if such a story would
be set in Milan or Rome - Italian writers' heroes call themselves John
Nealy and live in an (improbable) New York.

About what you say: it is true that English sense of humour is very
different from the one of other countries, but it doesn't seem to me that
this is important: indeed, not all SF is humour.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 91 02:39:49 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!gandalf!alayne@csri.toronto.edu (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: Non-English SF

BRITZ@KEMI.AAU.DK (Dieter Britz) writes:
>   I have been pondering, on and off for years, why it is that, with just
> a few exceptions, only English-language SF is any good. [...]
>   How about it, all you non-English SF-L subscribers? Do you have any
> idea why USA, Britain and Australia have lots of good SF authors, and
> there are next to none elsewhere? ...

You forget Canadian SF, which is flourishing in both English and French.
There is a considerable body of SF coming out of Quebec by authors like
Elizabeth Vonarburg, Esther Rochon, and Francine Pelletier. Unfortunately,
it's not very well known in the rest of Canada, much less the world.

Similarly, there are many well-known and prolific Canadian SF writers
writing in English: William Gibson, Charles de Lint, Phyllis Gotlieb,
Michael Coney, Terence Green, Canadas Jane Dorsey, and Donald Kingsbury, as
well as the adopted Judith Merril and Spider Robinson.

In this context, I'd like to plug the just-released Tesseracts 3, the third
in a series of Canadian SF collections. It's edited by Canadas Jane Dorsey
and Gerry Truscott, and published by Porcepic Books, 4252 Commerce Circle,
Victoria BC V8Z 4M2. ISBN: 0-88878-290-X. 

FRom what I've read so far, it's an excellent successor to the previous
Tesseracts, with stories by Gibson, Merril, Dorsey, Margaret Atwood, de
Lint, and others.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@e.gandalf.ca
uunet!scocan!lsuc!nrcaer!gandalf!alayne 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 19:16:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: RE: Non-English SF

BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz) writes:
>  I have been pondering, on and off for years, why it is that, with just a
>few exceptions, only English-language SF is any good. [...]
>
>  How about it, all you non-English SF-L subscribers? Do you have any idea
>why USA, Britain and Australia have lots of good SF authors, and there are
>next to none elsewhere? I do have a sort of correlation, although it
>explains very little.

You are right, it IS fairly strange.  For example I cannot think of more
than 4 or 5 good French authors (N.C. Henneberg -only one English
translation, by C.J. Cherryh, of _The Green Gods_, but no translations
exist of _Le Mur de la Lumiere_, _La Plaie_, _Le Chant des Astronautes_
etc., all of which are very good and very exotic books; Stefan Wul (yes, I
did confuse him with Stanislas Lem in an earlier message) who wrote _Oms en
serie_ which is the basis of_La Planete Sauvage_, _Niourk 1_ and 2 and a
lot of others; Rosny Aine who wrote besides mainstream like _La Guerre du
Feu_ about prehistoric times, for which he is mainly known, several SF
titles, none of which spring to mind right now, all very depressing BTW,
but who can be considered one of the pioneers of SF, rather like Jules
Verne; also, let us not forget Rene Barjavel whose SF (and mainstream)
titles are very good and very well written. _La Nuit des Temps_ in
particular, but practically everything he wrote is good anyway; and Pierre
Boulle's best is not _Planet of Apes_ but another book about circus games
(in the Roman sense) set in the near future, which title I simply cannot
remember.  _Les Jeux de l'Esprit_ maybe? and he wrote several other SF
books).

All other French SF authors I have read I admit I did not really like,
though some, like Alain Doremieux or Elisabeth Vonarburg, are quite
popular, and I have probably forgotten a few. BTW, note that all authors
listed above are mostly "classic" authors (i.e., have been dead for quite
some time) unless I am not mistaken.  Unfortunately, these comments may not
be very representative of French SF because I left years ago and have
always been rather partial to English and US science fiction anyway.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 14:51:55 GMT
From: metla_jpm@cc.helsinki.fi (JP M{kel{)
Subject: Re: Non-English SF (V16#17)

>   I have been pondering, on and off for years, why it is that, with just
> a few exceptions, only English-language SF is any good. [...]
>   How about it, all you non-English SF-L subscribers? Do you have any
> idea why USA, Britain and Australia have lots of good SF authors, and
> there are next to none elsewhere? 

Well, couple of things come to mind:
 
At least in Finland, and most propably in Denmark too, almost all the
translated and imported books are originally written in English. You just
don't come across any non-English SF. They don't get translated in English,
or in Finnish, because publishers are afraid to take any risks.  And,
especially Americans seem to think that the world outside U.S. simply don't
exist or at least shouldn't :-)
 
Although SF didn't originate in Angloamerica, it has been more respected
genre there than in other countries, for a longer time. So, you have more
magazines, publishers interested in, and, most important, more writers; Of
any artform, 90% is something most of people consider crap. If there's more
books, there's also more books that fit to that good 10%.
 
And finally, there IS good non-AngloAmerican SF! To drop a few names,
Stanislaw Lem (Poland), Arkadi and Boris Strutgatski (USSR), Niels A.
Nielsen (is he a Dane or a Swede?), Per Jerskild (Sweden. Has also written
non-SF), and, if you don't mind a couple of classics, Lucianos (Greece),
Cyrano de Bercerac (France) and, of course, Jules Verne, granddaddy of
techno-oriented SF.
 
Finnish SF? Well, here's a couple of very promising writers, e.g. Kari
Nenonen, but in a couple of years...

metla_JPM@cc.Helsinki.FI
makela@kelo.metla.FI

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Niven & Pratchett (12 msgs) &
                           Simmons (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 03:15:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Niven

   Ever notice that Larry Niven uses real SF authors in his stories?  Naomi
MItchison is the Patchwork Girl in the book of the same name, and he
mentions Lawrence Jannifer in _Protector_.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 02:27:11 GMT
From: ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet ("Brownbeard, the Marauder ", Anderson,Eric H)
Subject: Pratchett

The recent discussion of _The Light Fantastic_ struck my mind and knocked
out a question.

It has always seemed to me that TLF might have been a lot longer; a couple
of times the narrator refers to ___________ event and adventures that
Rincewind and Twoflower went through between a few pages back and where
they are now, but which do not appear in the book. Has it had bits chopped
out for size reasons? (Part of my support for thinking this is that _The
Colour of Magic_ reads as a direct continuation of TLF, not a second book -
like they split it up because it was too long) Does anyone know if this was
actually the case, or am I hallucinating?

Also, a question for someone in the UK - what is the complete list of
novels in the series so far? So far available in the US are:

   The Light Fantastic
   The Colour of Magic
   Mort
   Equal Rites
   Wyrd Sisters
   Sorcery
   Pyramids

Thanks.

Eric Anderson
ANDERSOE@GRIN1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 17:33:15 GMT
From: ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

ANDERSOE@grin1.BITNET writes:
>The recent discussion of _The Light Fantastic_ struck my mind and knocked
>out a question.
>
>...size reasons? (Part of my support for thinking this is that _The Colour
>of Magic_ reads as a direct continuation of TLF, not a second book - like
>they

Got that backwards.  _TCoM_ is the first, and _TLF_ is a continuation of
it.  Considering how short both books are, I would guess that they were
designed to be separate.  Where in _TLF_ does it refer to events that you
never saw take place?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 02:49:34 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

ars3_cif@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>to be separate.  Where in _TLF_ does it refer to events that you never saw
>take place?

In the story about the imaginary dragons, I believe, references are made to
all of the duo's past adventures, and they do indeed span far more than the
short stories preceding that one.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 22:10:34 GMT
From: stk@po.cwru.edu (Shannon T. Kalvar)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

Speaking of Terry Pratchett, is "Pyramids" up to par?  My guess is that
this book is not about the "main characters" (Rincewind, Mort, etc)?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 18:43:00 GMT
From: ee8net@gdt.bath.ac.uk (Nicki Trasler)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

ANDERSOE@grin1.BITNET writes:
>Also, a question for someone in the UK - what is the complete list of
>novels in the series so far? So far available in the US are:
>   The Light Fantastic
>   The Colour of Magic
>   Mort
>   Equal Rites
>   Wyrd Sisters
>   Sorcery
>   Pyramids

Since _The Colour of Magic_ and _The Light Fantastic_ are the only two
which follow directly from one another, I should point out that tCoM comes
before tLF. The others can be read in virtually any order.

In addition to these, in the UK the following have been released:

Guards, Guards!
Moving Pictures
Eric

_Guards, Guards!_ is out in paperback over here, so it may be out in
hardback in the US, who am I to know?  _Moving Pictures_ was released late
last year in hardback in the UK.  _Eric_ is a reasonably short story which
is illustrated by Josh Kirby, who has illustrated all the TP books so far
in the UK. I believe the books are released in the US with different
covers.

I hope this is of some help.

Nicki

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 21:43:55 GMT
From: esury@warwick.ac.uk (Andy Smaller)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

ANDERSOE@grin1.BITNET writes:
>Also, a question for someone in the UK - what is the complete list of
>novels in the series so far? So far available in the US are:
>   The Light Fantastic
>   The Colour of Magic
>   Mort
>   Equal Rites
>   Wyrd Sisters
>   Sorcery
>   Pyramids

Actually that list is nearly complete. He has done one more \discworld
novel in the usual format, called "Guards! Guards!", and he has also done
one in a large-format illustrated paperback, called "Eric".

He has also written some non-Discword books - two called "The Dark Side of
the Sun" and "Strata", and also a trilogy, the titles of which are
"Truckers", "Diggers" and "Wingers". Finally he has also cowritten one with
Neil Gaiman called "Good Omens".

I imagine I am not alone in seeing Terry Pratchett as one of the freshest,
funniest fantasy writers around today. In my ideal world the Discworld
series will go on and on!

Andy Smaller
University of Warwick
Coventry, CV4 7AL  UK
esury@cu.warwick.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 15:26:24 GMT
From: philip@hubcap.clemson.edu (Philip L Harshman)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes:
>Speaking of Terry Pratchett, is "Pyramids" up to par?  My guess is that
>this book is not about the "main characters" (Rincewind, Mort, etc)?

Having just finished "Pyramids", I'll give my opinion.  I thought it was
somewhere in the middle.  Not the best (which is probably "Mort"), but
certainly not the worse in the series.  Yes, it is all new characters, and
all new settings with only Ahnk-Morpork and Death from the previous books
(and Death has a small role).  Of course, there's nothing wrong with that.
There are few things more annoying than authors that don't know when to
stop focusing on the same characters.  I'd certainly recommend it if you
are a fan of the other books.

Philip Harshman
Clemson University         	
(803) 656-3697
uucp: ... !gatech!hubcap!philip
inet: philip@hubcap.clemson.edu
bitnet: philip@clemson

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 22:20:37 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes:
>Speaking of Terry Pratchett, is "Pyramids" up to par?  My guess is that
>this book is not about the "main characters" (Rincewind, Mort, etc)?

philip@hubcap.clemson.edu (Philip L Harshman) writes:
> Having just finished "Pyramids", I'll give my opinion. [...] I'd
> certainly recommend it if you are a fan of the other books.

As a former undergraduate math major, what I most admired about this book
was the high regard in which mathematicians were held, and the high station
to which one could expect to advance based on mathematical prowess alone.

Do read the book; it is lots of fun. Reminds me of "How Narrow My Valley"
or whatever that old short story about the indians was called, in one
sense.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 09:42:57 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes:
>Speaking of Terry Pratchett, is "Pyramids" up to par?  My guess is that
>this book is not about the "main characters" (Rincewind, Mort, etc)?

_Pyramids_ is about average, which means that there are parts that are
hilarious and others that are just mildly amusing.  It has its own major
characters that aren't in any of the other books.

Personally, I think that the the ones with Rincewind and the Luggage
(_Colour of Magic_, _The Light Fantastic_ and _Sourcery_ (note the 'u' in
Sourcery. 'u''s are very important to the British)) are the funniest.
_Equal Rites_ was the least funny and the rest fell somewhere in between.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 16:10:53 GMT
From: csa18@seq1.keele.ac.uk (R.J. Husmo)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

Terry Pratchett has also written a book on cats, which is called,
appropriately enough, 'The Unadulterated Cat' There are some drawings in
there, too, but they were not done by Josh Kirby, so who cares?  A good
read, as usual.

I gave it to a Norwegian friend of mine who didn't appreciate the humour.
Might have something to do with him being from Bergen. And also the fact
that he is allergic to cats, perhaps.

radar@grumpy.cs.kl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 14:27:44 GMT
From: np2@doc.ic.ac.uk (Nathaniel Pryce)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes:
>Speaking of Terry Pratchett, is "Pyramids" up to par?  My guess is that
>this book is not about the "main characters" (Rincewind, Mort, etc)?

  Pyramids is good, but nowhere as near as good as Guards,Guards, which has
got to be the best book Pratchett has written (yes, even better that
Mort!).

  Not only does it have good characters, loads of laughs etc., but it gets
sort of deep and philosophical at the end yet without losing the humor. It
also contains the best quote I've ever read which goes something like:

"You think the world is made up of good and bad people, but you are wrong.
There are only bad people but they are on opposite sides."

  Misquoted, but you see what he's getting at.

  In fact, Pratchetts books seem to be getting more serious, that is
although they are funny, they have other levels to the story beyond the
merely humorous. Compare the Colour of Magic or Light Fantastic to Sourcery
or Guards, Guards for instance.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 20:04:13 GMT
From: ssuzeras@rosemary.cs.reading.ac.uk (David Anthony Zeraschi)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

The correct chronological order for the Disc World books is :

The Colour of Magic
The Light Fantastic
Equal rites
Mort
Sourcery
Wyrd Sisters
Pyramids
Guards! Guards!
Eric
Moving Pictures

ssuzeras@uk.ac.reading.cs.csug3
ssuzeras@uk.ac.reading.cs.csug
ssuzeras@uk.ac.reading.susssys1

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 05:13:15 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and The Canterbury Tales

vortex@vpnet.chi.il.us (Jason J. Levit) writes:
>Even though The Canterbury Tales was written in the 15th century (14th?)
>by Chaucer, the story line is basically the same.  All the characters tell
>a story on their way to pay homage to a shrine (sort of a shrine in
>Hyperion).

This is very true but, it's not a very heavily disguised fact, especially
considering the quote Martin Silenus makes on page 25 of the Spectra
paperback, which begins: "He seyde, 'Syn I shal bigynne the game..."  This
being a direct quote of lines 853-858 of the General Prologue to the
Canterbury Tales, to say that Mr. Simmons was attempting to hit readers
over the head with the comparison would only be a slight exaggeration.

>Just thought I'd mention this observation and discuss it.  Anyone have any
>thoughts on the comparisons between the two?

Just in case the above paragraph be interpreted as somewhat caustic, I
should mention here, as I have stated before, that IMHO _Hyperion_ is one
of the best science fiction books written in the past decade.  I am
therefore anxious to see some sort of discussion thread strted on this
book, or on Dan Simmon's work in general.

I have yet to read a book or short story by Simmons that wasn't at least
moderately intriguing, and although, as with any writer, not all of his
work can be fantastic, Simmons has produced some really special pieces.

Especially deserving of notice:

'The River Styx Runs Upstream'  available in _Prayers to Broken Stones_
'Two Minutes Forty Five Seconds' in the same book
_Song of Kali_
and, of course,
_Hyperion_ and _The Fall of Hyperion_

_Prayers to Broken Stones_ is a small press hardcover, so it may be
extremely difficult to find, but it's well worth it.  Simmons' work has
also appeared in several anthology works, including _Blood is Not Enough_,
_The Skin Trade_, and _The Year's Best Fantasy and Horror, Third Annual
Collection_.

So, hey, let this be a second for the effort to start discussion of
Simmons' work.

BTW, word is that a new TPB by Simmons is due out in the next few months,
title of _Summer of Night_, or some such.  Anyone have more up-to-date
info?

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 12:55:20 GMT
From: leemeyer@cs.utwente.nl (Geert Leemeyer)
Subject: Simmons

Joshua Bluestein writes:
>I have yet to read a book or short story by Simmons that wasn't at least
>moderately intriguing, and although, as with any writer, not all of his
>work can be fantastic, Simmons has produced some really special pieces.
>
>Especially deserving of notice:
>  'The River Styx Runs Upstream'  available in _Prayers to Broken
>                                   Stones_
> 'Two Minutes Forty Five Seconds' in the same book
> _Song of Kali_
> and, of course,
> _Hyperion_ and _The Fall of Hyperion_

> _Prayers to Broken Stones_ is a small press hardcover, so it may be
> extremely difficult to find, but it's well worth it.  Simmons' work has
> also appeared in several anthology works, including _Blood is Not
> Enough_, _The Skin Trade_, and _The Year's Best Fantasy and Horror, Third
> Annual Collection_.
>
> So hey, let this be a second for the effort to start discussion of
> Simmons' work.

I am a litle bit surprised that you don't mention _Carion Comfort_.  It is
the only book I have read from Simmons uptill now and it raised my interest
in Simmons. _CC_ is not a SF-book, but a horror-novel.  Very well written
in my opinion and with several terrifying passages in it.

>BTW, word is that a new TPB by Simmons is due out in the next few months,
>title of _Summer of Night_, or some such.  Anyone have more up-to-date
>info?

This is all I know of _SoN_:

Simmons, Dan: Summer of Night
    By Putnam in January 1991.

Geert
leemeyer@cs.utwente.nl

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 03:46:39 GMT
From: moeller@convex.com (Tom Moellering)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and The Canterbury Tales

I couldn't agree more that what this newsgroup needs is some discussion of
works worthy of same.  Hyperion is one of my all time favorites.  Not only
does he do the (undisguised) Canterbury Tales thing, but he uses it, a very
very old device, and overlays it with 6 short stories, each of which are
exemplary pieces of different sub-genres of science fiction.  Hyperion has
bits of the following: cyberpunk, war-epic, horror, uh, I guess I will
leave this thread to someone more qualified in literary circles.

For me, the Priest's Tale was so good, that once I had read that, I was
hooked, and could not stop until I had read Fall of Hyperion as well.

I have seen where some have found fault with the splitting of this into 2
books.  Personally I find that it works.  Hyperion, for me, is the mystery,
and Fall of Hyperion is the mystery explained/revealed.  This also explains
to me why so many people don't like the second book: The explanation of a
mystery is never as good as the mystery itself.  Kind of like the movies
that leave you guessing as to what really happened. (i.e. What is the
Shrike?  What is that Cross thing? etc.)

For those that think they should have put the 2 in the same book, I would
ask if you have read Carrion Comfort.  It is just now in paperback.  I have
not read it (not a fan of horror), but have a friend who did.  He said that
it was great, but it was sooo looooong.  I would think that the longer the
book, the greater the chance of losing the reader.  And therefore why it
was probably a wise commercial decision to split it into 2 books, if not a
wise literary decision as well.

Which brings me to another point about Simmons: This guy sure can put out
the words!  And its not like it is fluff.  If you measure the time between
all of the stuff he has written, he must really crank it out.

Tom Moellering
moeller@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 17:39:24 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Simmons

leemeyer@cs.utwente.nl (Geert Leemeyer) writes:
>>BTW, word is that a new TPB by Simmons is due out in the next few months,
>>title of _Summer of Night_, or some such.  Anyone have more up-to-date
>>info?
>
>This is all I know of _SoN_:
>
>Simmons, Dan: Summer of Night
>    By Putnam in January 1991.

It's out, it's horror, it's big and it's getting promoted pretty hard
(major displays in bookstores, etc.).  Clearly the publisher is seeing
major bestseller potential here.  There's a quote from Stephen King,
Prefect Master of Logrolling, saying it's better than Clive Barker's "Books
of Blood" on the cover.  Looks like Simmons is about to hit the big time.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

			   Books - Rawn (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 00:31:11 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine6.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

>I've had a hard time with the ending of _Sunrunner's Fire_ and
>_Stronghold_ .  They were dark and depressing, and very much a "no hope"
>situation.  But, then again, I am always a sucker for happy endings, and
>these depressing endings were still well written.

I agree that they are very dark and depressing. I actually like it, because
not only do we not have the heroes necessarily winning, I at least was
questioning whether or not I *wanted* them to win. The book is also only
part of an ongoing saga. I would suspect (and personally hope) that the
end of the whole saga will be in general a 'happy' one, although I also
suspect that Rawn will make sure it's not an 'everybody lives happily ever
after' ending either. Looking forward to see how it evolves.

draphsor@portia.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 00:41:39 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine6.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>>Matt Rollefson writes:
>> [Comments about Pol's likeability deleted.]
>>
>   I certainly agree with you when you say that he is not much like Rohan.
>I think that giving him such magical power was a good way to start that
>trend, as power like that IMHO makes a difference in the outlook and
>actions of any given character.  If it does not, then that character would
>likely be much to contrived in those areas, something Rawn's characters
>simply do not come across as.

Good point. I actually hadn't considered Pol from a more removed
perspective of 'what makes him tick' and 'what does having all this power
do to him'. Basically my reaction was 'I don't like his style, and I think
he's making some big mistakes, and I think Rohan is overall a better person
than he is.' Thinking about it now, I definitely see how having so much
power 'for free' as it were helped to make Pol what he is. Rohan tried to
minimize the negative effects, but it's not an easy thing to do. I'll have
to re-read the books keeping this in mind. (Argh!  Just what I need -
re-reading four 500+ page books in a quarter where I have three Physics
classes and a Math class! :) )

>   As far as being likeable, that, I feel, is a matter of taste.  Of
>course, I haven't seen him in _Strong Hold_, so I'm not dealing with all
>the current information.

There is more than a little bit of conflict between Rohan and Pol in
_StrongHold_; basically, they differ in their opinion.  Actually, opinion
is too weak of a word, more like philosophy.  Anyway, they differ in their
philosophy as to when and how power should be used. I found myself agreeing
with Rohan in almost all the circumstances. And while Pol is charismatic
and charming, he is not nearly as polished as Rohan.

>   Here's something I find interesting - the heroes on the losing end.  I
>have not read _Strong Hold_ as yet, but I had this impression waaaaaay
>back in _The Star Scroll_; specifically, that the heroes did not truly
>have a grasp of the entire situation, and because of a **VERY** bad choice
>in the _SunRunner's Fire_ (I cannot stress that 'very' enough!!) it was
>only about to get much worse.  And know I gather it has.  From what you
>all are saying, I should think you would've noticed it back then, also.

Yes, I noticed it back then as well. Not to mention that it reminded me a
lot of the Salem witch trials (purely intentional on Rawn's part, I'm
sure.)

>> [I talk about how Rawn does a good job of keeping us in the dark
>> about the enemy's movements in _StrongHold_.]
>
>   I don't think you can say *never*.  Certainly, we see into Ianthe's
>youngest son's mind, when he is at Goddess Keep and plotting how he will
>take Hollis.  And we are pretty much aware of Ianthe's plans also, in the
>first book.  So too, in the third book, we damn well know what the
>diarmhidi plan to do once they are able to get into Strong Hold.  I think
>what Rawn does so well is that, like you said, she does not give us the
>omnipotent, overlooking third person perspective, but like with the heroes
>deals directly with the characters themselves when introducing us to their
>plans and plots.  And I further feel that she does it in a subtle,
>uncontrived manner; it is natural for us to be there listening along with
>the villains (Damn, damn, DAMN that I just can't remember many names!
>It's been a little while . . .) just as it is natural for us to listen to
>the heroes.  There's no details (directly, that is) about how the
>villain's mind works other than what we ourselves can glean from the
>observation, but we ARE given the knowledge to make educated guesses about
>what we may wish.  And as far as having that knowledge before the heroes
>do, well, I believe that is a moot point.

I agree with you. Actually, I was referring specifically to _StrongHold_
with my 'never', and even more specifically to the invading enemy. There
are still other enemies, who we know and love to hate from the previous
books, and we do get the chance to observe them more directly. However, the
invasion force remains pretty much a complete mystery. We see one, very
small battle scene from the point of view of someone who then goes
completely out of the story, but completely as observers. Everything else
that we 'see' is observed by relatively major characters in the story.

>   I am most curious to know how people feel about Andry.  

Ah, Andry. Yes, yes, yes, yes. In _StrongHold_ we get to see a lot more of
Andry, and it doesn't get much better. His conflicts with Pol escalate, and
he begins espousing a philosophy which I totally disagree with. Rawn seems
to as well, although as always she leaves it up to the reader to decide
what they think. Andry is a very dangerous man as is Pol. Their
interaction seems likely to decide the fate of their world as much as the
actions of the invading, external enemy.

draphsor@portia.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 01:03:41 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine6.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>> [Comments on how Pol differs from Rohan.]
>[More comments on same, which can be summed up as:]
>Rohan has mastered the art of leadership, while Pol has not (so far).  

Exactly. The same can be said of Andry - Andry actually *has* mastered the
art of manipulation, and so appears much more sure of himself. But it is
not, IMO, true leadership. Pol is still floundering around between
manipulation, coercion (he's got the power, why not use it?), and true
leadership. Hopefully he'll opt for the latter. If not, it's going to be a
*very* grim series.

>   Andry is a perfect example of a leader who becomes corrupt due to his
>personal obsession.  Steven Donaldson mentioned something similar in
>_Mordant's Need_, when he talked about the relationship between the King
>and Da (the hero's father).  A leader, trying to root out evil (as he
>conceives it), can very quickly lose perspective upon the world, and act
>evil even though he has good intentions.  I believe that this is one of
>the greatest pitfalls of leadership, to use morally reprehensible tactics
>to protect the good; in other words, justifying the means by the end
>result.  I think Andry is going to realize what he is doing in the fourth
>book, refuse to accept the consequences of his actions, and perhaps go mad
>rather than accept his foolish plan.  I was hoping that Andry's family
>could perhaps persuade him to regain his perspective, (especially his
>father, who I have tremendous respect for), but no-one has been able to.

I'm afraid not. We do see the progression of his obsession, and in many
ways it does seem that he is to some extent going insane. However, no real
revelation has come on him, and he remains central to the problem of the
book. In fact, the question of morally reprehensible means to protect the
good is one of the main philosophical problems that Pol and Rohan and the
rest of the 'good guys' have to wrestle with. Of course, the reader gets to
wrestle right along with them.

>Has the fourth book come out in paperback yet?  

Not that I know of. I'd bet it won't be coming out 'till sometime in the
summer. If you buy hardcover books at all, this is probably one that's
worth getting. (Actually, it's the first hardcover I've ever bought for
myself. A combination of not wanting to wait and wanting to have this
particular book in hardbound format. Plus the quality seemed better than
many publishers give as far as paper and binding. Not to mention the jacket
illustration by Michael Whelan.)

draphsor@portia.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 18:28:08 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Fourth Novel (No Spoilers)

Draphsor writes:
>Good point. I actually hadn't considered Pol from a more removed
>perspective of 'what makes him tick' and 'what does having all this power
>do to him'. Basically my reaction was 'I don't like his style, and I think
>he's making some big mistakes, and I think Rohan is overall a better
>person than he is.' Thinking about it now, I definitely see how having so
>much power 'for free' as it were helped to make Pol what he is. Rohan
>tried to minimize the negative effects, but it's not an easy thing to do.

Don't get me wrong.  It's not that I agree with all his choices; in fact I
was rather put out with his handling of Miyon(?)'s daughter, and the way he
fell for her in spite of all of Sioned and Rohan's warnings and his
assurances to the contrary.  It will be interesting to see how it works
out, but I must believe she will be a weakness against him.  Another area
where you may want to explore is in the area of Pol's birth.  Remember his
reaction to that whole scene when he finally learned about, he was NOT
happy to say the least, and I was under the impression that he lost a
tremendous amount of the feeling and respect he had parents.  How much of
that was gained back, and how much is still (and possibly forever) lost
would be of great consequence to how he reacted/reacts to Sioned and (most
especially, IMHO) Rohan...  God, there's just so much of importance there
when dealing with Pol, it's so easy to overlook it all.  Yet ANOTHER
important piece of the puzzle is his reaction to Andry, and what appears to
be an active hatred on the Lord of Goddess' Keep for the young Prince.  Has
that exploded even further in _Stronghold_?  I'd lay better than even odds
on the prospect that it has.  (Miyon's daughter =ed Megan . . . HOT DAMN, I
remembered someone's name!!!)

>There is more than a little bit of conflict between Rohan and Pol in
>_StrongHold_; basically, they differ in their opinion.  Actually, opinion
>is too weak of a word, more like philosophy.  Anyway, they differ in
>their philosophy as to when and how power should be used. I found myself
>agreeing with Rohan in almost all the circumstances. And while Pol is
>charismatic and charming, he is not nearly as polished as Rohan.

I must say I saw this sort of thing coming.  Again, how much of this may
have to do with 1) the fact that Pol has that easy and "free" power, while
Rohan only has his brains, and 2) the fact that Pol *MUST* have lost at
least *some* respect for his father?  This is not to say, again, that I
found myself agreeing with Pol more than the others.  No, my respect and
genuine liking for Rohan which was deeply ingrained from _Dragon Prince_ is
too deep for that.  I would respect his decision before any others' at
least in the books.  He also has how many more years of experience than his
son??

>Yes, I noticed it back then as well. Not to mention that it reminded me a
>lot of the Salem witch trials (purely intentional on Rawn's part, I'm
>sure.)

Not a connection I would have made, but yeah, I can see it.  And, like the
witch trial, a most damnable action.

>I agree with you. Actually, I was referring specifically to _StrongHold_
>with my 'never', and even more specifically to the invading enemy. There
>are still other enemies, who we know and love to hate from the previous
>books, and we do get the chance to observe them more directly. However,
>the invasion force remains pretty much a complete mystery. We see one,
>very small battle scene from the point of view of someone who then goes
>completely out of the story, but completely as observers. Everything else
>that we 'see' is observed by relatively major characters in the story.

It almost sounds like the distinction between friend and foe becomes
somewhat blurred in _Strong Hold_.  I am almost dreading picking up this
book and reading it, for fear of what will happen to all those characters I
know and love.

>Ah, Andry. Yes, yes, yes, yes. In _StrongHold_ we get to see a lot more of
>Andry, and it doesn't get much better. His conflicts with Pol escalate,
>and he begins espousing a philosophy which I totally disagree with. Rawn
>seems to as well, although as always she leaves it up to the reader to
>decide what they think. Andry is a very dangerous man as is Pol. Their
>interaction seems likely to decide the fate of their world as much as the
>actions of the invading, external enemy.

I was beginning to seriously dislike him before; in fact, the seeds for
that feeling for Andry were sown in his blindness to what was happening to
Hollis right before his eyes.  Here is the person who is going to be Lord
of the Sunrunners, someone who is an expert on the diarmhidi and their
effects and affectations, and that sort of thing happens.  I was disgusted
at the time, and he rewarded that disgust very well with his actions after
he assumed the tenth ring.  And now you tell me he is getting worse.  Thus
the makings of a great tragic hero (though, as things stand, I'd be more
likely to term him villain).  He cannot recognise his tragic flaw, and it
*will* mean his death unless something works to change that soon.  Frankly,
the way he is going, unless he receive a little insight, I'd indeed rather
he was dead!

God, how depressing!!  Aaaaaaaaaaaaargh!!!  I sure hope Rawn doesn't keep
up this bleak trend.  The last thing I want is another set of gloomy books
like the Chronicles of Thomas Covenant!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 19:06:00 GMT
From: NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (GABRIELLE DE LIONCOURT)
Subject: Melanie Rawn

Yay! Finally, other people want to discuss this! I must admit, I cried at
the end of Stronghold. I don't like Pol, I think that Meiglan's a wimp, and
I think he should have married Sionell. I thought this book was very well
written. It upset me, however, that she introduced characters only to kill
them off on the next page (like the couple that was torched in their
cottage?) I do like the way she doesn't shrink from killing the good guys,
though. Anyone know when the next book is coming out?  

Gabrielle

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 20:53:47 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Gabrielle deLioncourt writes:
>I don't like Pol, 

Why?

>I think that Meiglan's a wimp,

Do you think she got worse from the last book?  She was, kind of, then, but
seemed that she had SOME potential.

>and I think he should have married Sionell.

Wasn't she married off to someone else?  Or are you talking about his 'bad'
decision in not doing so BEFORE she got married?  Though I, myself, as I
think I hinted in an earlier post, believe he could have found someone a
lot better than Meggie.  But, as in reality, it's his choice.

>It upset me, however, that she introduced characters only to kill them off
>on the next page (like the couple that was torched in their cottage?)

Aha, do I detect more "Andry specials"?  Now, THERE's who *I* dislike, a
HECK of a lot more than Pol and Andry's worked hard to earn it, too.

>I do like the way she doesn't shrink from killing the good guys, though.

Oh, geez, or are you referring to the earlier books, or the series as a
whole, or what?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Asimov & Berlyn (2 msgs) & Card &
                         Collier (2 msgs) & Dickson (2 msgs) & 
                         Eddison & Ellison (3 msgs) &
                         Gibson (2 msgs) & King

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 20:00:31 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: Asimov's Daneel Books : Potential Spoilers

garrett@cs.rochester.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>I need a list in order of the books Asimov wrote with the Daneel
>character.

Warning : Potential Spoiler(s) ahead in the complete list.

The list would be

a) _Caves_of_Steel_ : Novel
b) _Naked_Sun_ : Novel
c) _Mirror_Image_ : Short Story
d) _Robots_of_Dawn_ : Novel
e) _Robots_and_Empire_ : Novel
f) _Prelude_to_Foundation_ : Novel
g) _Foundation_And_Earth_ : Novel

I think that's about it. 

Abhijit

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 02:53:35 GMT
From: tczarnik@cup.portal.com (Tom A Czarnik)
Subject: Anyone hear of Michael Berlyn?

   Well the title says it all. He did Altered Destiny for the computer,
from Accolade. I want to know what books he has done, or short stories.

Tom
Internet : tczarnik@cup.portal.com
UUCP     : uunet!portal!cup.portal.com!tczarnik

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 16:22:38 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Anyone hear of Michael Berlyn?

tczarnik@cup.portal.com (Tom A Czarnik) writes:
> Well the title says it all. He did Altered Destiny for the computer, from
> Accolade. I want to knoow what books he has done, or short stories.

   He's done _Crystal Phoenix_, and _The Integrated Man_ which are quite
good, and _The Eternal Enemy_ which is quite bad.  Also one more book whose
title I don't have here with me ( the only one I don't own. )  Good luck
finding the first two, they were 1980 or 1981 books, as is the one I can't
recall the name of.  The last was copyright 1990, but really, I'd skip on
that one.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 15:35:20 GMT
From: ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney)
Subject: Orson Scott Card SF

Hello,I am a great fan of Orson Scott Card and his writings and I wold love
to get in touch with other fans.  Could people please E-Mail me at the
above address?

Does anybody know when the third volume in the Ender's Game series is out?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 02:15:21 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: John Collier

I vividly recall reading Fancies and Goodnights when I was 11 or 12 in
Mexico; Collier's stories had a lunatic clarity that made them perfectly
accessible to kids as well as adults.  One of his stories mentioned in
passing that the universe is in fact a glass of beer being drunk by a
failed medical student; the student has just noticed an attractive girl
across the floor and has paused as he lifts his stein, which is just as
well for us.  (Now that I think of it, Collier is probably a hidden
influence on Douglas Adams and Terry Pratchett!)  I even met Collier once
or twice; he was married at the home of friends of ours. But I have a much
hazier recollection of the man than of his stories.  He is certainly an
unfairly forgotten writer; at some point people will rediscover him and by
doing so they will instantly raise their standard of intellectual living.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 00:32:48 GMT
From: patk@hpmwtd.hp.com (Patrick Kearney)
Subject: Re: John Collier

>Can we get a line going about an author named John Collier? 

One of the great English short story writers. At least, I think he was, or
is, English; many of his stories are set in and around London, and he used
to live quite close to me in Camden Town. (Other neighbours: Denholm
Elliot, Jonathan Miller and, a few years earlier, Dylan Thomas.)

He used to hang out in The Horseshoe Bar in Tottenham Court Road, by the
Dominion Theatre, and in fact one of his stories begins there.

Collier wrote at least two novels: "His Monkey Wife" and "Defy the Foul
Fiend", both rather short as I recall.  I think he also wrote the script
for an excellent historical film directed by Franklin Shaffner called "The
Warlord"; an unusually literate screenplay for a film of this sort.

Patrick Kearney

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 23:36:08 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Sequel to Chantry Guild?

k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao) writes:
>Sasquatch posts:
>> Does anybody know if Gordon Dickson is working on a conclusion to his
>> massive Chylde Cycle?

>I thought he died last year.  Am I wrong?

Definitely wrong.  I just noticed I emailed my followup rather than post
it; here's my reply to the original poster:

>Sasquatch posts:
>Does anybody know if Gordon Dickson is working on a conclusion to his
>massive Chylde Cycle?  His last two books have been a sequel to George and
>the Dragon and something about a wolf (Blood and Iron?  or something along
>those lines)
>
>Any chance that we will ever resolve the story of the Dorsia?

Yes and no.  Yes, Gordy's busy working on `Childe', which will finish the
last third of the cycle.  "Last third" you ask?  Yes.  Originally there
were to be 18 books - 6 historical novels, 6 modern day novels, and 6
future novels.  Thematicly they were to make up a single story about the
future of human evolution.  Unfortunately, Gordy's one of those folks who
has more ideas than time and kept getting `distracted' by writing stories
outside of the Childe Cycle.  Now he's mainly concerned about getting the 6
SF novels done.

Six is a misleading figure.  The novels were originally intended to be
quite long, and publishers in the 50s and 60s were not willing to print the
books he wanted to write.  So changes were made; for example, `Necromancer'
and `Dorsai' were originally intended to be one book (a close rereading
will reveal the traces).  Other length and ordering compromises were made
as well.  But the later novels (Final Encyclopedia, Chantry Guild) are
closer to his original intent.

I'll be seeing Gordy next month and will post an update.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 01:36:21 GMT
From: craig@com50.c2s.mn.org (Craig Wilson)
Subject: Re: Sequel to Chantry Guild?

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch) writes:
>Does anybody know if Gordon Dickson is working on a conclusion to his
>massive Chylde Cycle?  His last two books have been a sequel to George and
>the Dragon and something about a wolf (Blood and Iron?  or something along
>those lines)

When I talked to him a few months ago, he indicated that there would be
more to come for Hal Mayne.

>Any chance that we will ever resolve the story of the Dorsia?

I am not certain of your involvement, but yes, there is a chance that
Gordon Dickson will do it.

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 15:51:29 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: ER Eddison

I've just found out that Eddison translated some Icelandic sagas at about
the same time he wrote the "Worm Ouroboros".  I'm starting "Egil's Saga"
right away, because the Worm is my favorite fantasy book: I much prefer it
to "Lord of the Rings" and Zelazny's 1968-74 stuff.

The Worm has a very viking flavor, what with widely spaced cities, and
armies which travel in fleets of long row boats.  My guess is now that the
Worm might have been written during leisure time while Eddison was
translating the Icelandic stuff.  Thus his heros would be epitomes of the
Nordic-Germanic warrior, and the predominance of tragic destiny might come
from the sagas.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 17:35:21 GMT
From: germuska@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Joe Germuska)
Subject: Dangerous Visions... stalled out?

In the intro to one of the first 2 Dangerous Visions compilations, Harlan
Ellison said that there would be one more, called "The Last Dangerous
Visions" or something like it.  Books in Print has no mention of it.  Why
did it never pan out?  I think it was a great idea, and I like to see
anthologies put together that way (with editorial and authorial commentary
on the stories) I suppose now, there aren't many visions too Dangerous to
publish, but reading them and considering the time when they were
published, I was impressed by the guts of Ellison and his publishers to put
them out.
  Speaking of Anthologies, I've really liked the Asimov & Co.  thematic
anthologies I've read (I forget the name of the series), namely: Supermen,
The Science Fictional Olympics, and Tin Stars.  Have there been any since
Tin Stars?  And how are the other ones in the series?

Later.

Joe Germuska
germuska@casbah.acns.nwu.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 08:51:29 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Dangerous Visions... stalled out?

germuska@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Joe Germuska) writes:
>In the intro to one of the first 2 Dangerous Visions compilations, Harlan
>Ellison said that there would be one more, called "The Last Dangerous
>Visions" or something like it.  Books in Print has no mention of it. Why
>did it never pan out?

Because Ellison has been sitting on for, oh, about 15 years now. He had
managed to assemble the contents of it back then, and needed only to do his
own introductions and afterwords to the stories when he hit his
decade-or-so-long writer's block (it was due, he claimed later, to a
medical problem that took him a long time to realize that he had). What has
kept it from publication since then is beyond me.

Among the contents are the first sales of a few writers who've since become
name authors, as well as stories from authors who've since died.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 23:06:57 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Dangerous Visions... stalled out?

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>germuska@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Joe Germuska) writes:
>> Harlan Ellison said that there would be one more, called "The Last
>> Dangerous Visions" or something like it.  Books in Print has no
>> mention of it. Why did it never pan out?
>
>Because Ellison has been sitting on for, oh, about 15 years now. He had
>managed to assemble the contents of it back then, and needed only to do
>his own introductions and afterwords to the stories when he hit his
>decade-or-so-long writer's block (it was due, he claimed later, to a
>medical problem that took him a long time to realize that he had). What
>has kept it from publication since then is beyond me.
>
>Among the contents are the first sales of a few writers who've since
>become name authors, as well as stories from authors who've since died.

Unfortunately it's closer to 25 years.  In 1968 I saw a notice from Ellison
saying it would be out in 1969.  A number of stories have drifted around as
to why it's late.  Clearly one is the oft-repeated writers block, but a
quick count of the number of Ellison books published since then puts paid
to that as a complete excuse (though it certainly may have contributed).
Another tale was that Ellison could not resist buying up stories from new
and good authors as they emerged.  One author has told me that Ellison
bought a story from him in the late 70s which is still unpublished, so I
tend to believe it.

A related tale is that when Ellison was assembling `Medea', Larry Niven
insisted that there be a drop-dead date for his contribution.  If `Medea'
was not published by that date, then Niven had the right to go ahead with
other publication, and Ellison wouldn't get his money back but would retain
a publication right.  Note that `Medea' came out shortly *after* the Niven
story was published elsewhere.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 00:10:26 GMT
From: batman@batcave.ebay.sun.com (Karl Elvis MacRae)
Subject: More on William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>I recently read Neuromancer for the first time after much encouragement
>from other people who suggested it to me as a "must read" for someone on
>the 'net'.  I was really psyched to read the book and flew through it in
>about a day, but (much to my dismay) I was disappointed in it.
>
>Additionally, I'd just like to say I'd honestly like to give the book a
>second chance.  I'll probably reread it in a few months or so; in the
>meantime, are there any other Gibson books that are just as much of a
>"must-read" ??  If so, why?

I loved the book. BUt I don't think it's *that* good. I'd have to say that,
having read all three of Gibson's 'cyberspace' novels, that you can watch
gibson's writing improve as he goes. He's just got a way of saying things,
and a touch with descriptions, that really just speaks to me. Hard to put a
clearer name to why I like him.

I guess part of it is that what he's writing are *fantasy* novels, set
against a techno background. I get caught up in them the way I get caught
up in Moorcock novels, or in Cherryh's fantasy. And I don't expect too
rigid an adherence to 'real-world' technology; I judge these books as
fantasy.

I also had the reaction that I enjoyed Neuromancer more on a second read. I
think the PRIMARY reason for this is simply that there is so much going on
in the background in these books (fantasy-technology and so on), and that
there's such a web of jargon, that it becomes distracting on first read.
But now that I'm used to it, it's one of the things that I really most
enjoy about his work; he doesn't waste time explaining things, he just
dumps us in the middle and lets us figure it all out. That way we'd feel
actually being dumped into the middle of this fantasy-future.

Karl Elvis MacRae
batman@batcave.Ebay.sun.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 22:24:43 GMT
From: np2@doc.ic.ac.uk (Nathaniel Pryce)
Subject: Re: More on William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

batman@batcave.EBay.Sun.COM (Karl Elvis MacRae) writes:
>cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>>(I)..flew through it in about a day, but (much to my dismay) I was
>>disappointed in it.

Perhaps the problem was that you read it too quickly.  I'm a fast reader
and had to read Neuromancer twice to pick up on all the twists of the plot.
I loved it the first time, but the second time was even better - perhaps
because I had read Burning Chrome just before.  I've now read it at least
12 times, and read other books as well, of course.

>>Additionally, I'd just like to say I'd honestly like to give the book a
>>second chance.  I'll probably reread it in a few months or so; in the
>>meantime, are there any other Gibson books that are just as much of a
>>"must-read" ??  If so, why?

>I guess part of it is that what he's writing are *fantasy* novels, set
>against a techno background. I get caught up in them the way I get caught
>up in Moorcock novels, or in Cherryh's fantasy. And I don't expect too
>rigid an adherence to 'real-world' technology; I judge these books as
>fantasy.

   I don't think you can say this.  Gibson does a lot of research for his
books by reading scientific papers to see how current technology is likely
to develop over the next decade or so.  People are seriously working on
some of ideas that have been in his books; read sci.virtual-worlds for
instance.

>I also had the reaction that I enjoyed Neuromancer more on a second read.
>I think the PRIMARY reason for this is simply that there is so much going
>on in the background in these books (fantasy-technology and so on), and
>that there's such a web of jargon, that it becomes distracting on first
>read. But now that I'm used to it, it's one of the things that I really
>most enjoy about his work; he doesn't waste time explaining things, he
>just dumps us in the middle and lets us figure it all out. That way we'd
>feel actually being dumped into the middle of this fantasy-future.

  One of the things I most like about Gibson's books is the attitude
towards technology, particularly computer technonlogy, displayed by his
characters - an attitude I can relate to more than I have related to any
other books I have read.  They treat high technology as everyday objects,
not as wondrous gifts to mankind or evil/frightening creations.  His
characters use technology for their own ends, rather than being powerless
as technology affects their life ( e.g.: How many times have you been told
'It must be true, it says it on the computer'?).

Nat Pryce
np2@doc.ic.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 17:25:43 GMT
From: mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com (Mark Brown)
Subject: Re: My Pretty Pony

> Has anyone heard of a book of his called _My Pretty Pony_?? And do you
> have ANY idea what it is??

Yah. It's a LARGE, red book written with (I forget at the moment), produced
for an art exhibition a couple years back. LARGE because it is, physically
(about 2 feet by 1 1/2 foot, by 3/4 inch) but the actual story is short.
The cost is about $50 (for the trade (less collectible/limited)version).

It's a phenomenally ugly book, for a piece of art. The story isn't horror,
merely an allegory (child conversing with grandparent) "about Time" (I not
spoiling any thing here). The internal art is mildly interesting.

I would recommend it only to King completists (those folks who would pay
the $$$ for the first hardcover of THE DARK TOWER, for example).

Mark Brown
IBM PSP
Austin, TX
(512) 823-3741   
mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com
uunet!testsys.austin.ibm.com!mbrown

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Kurtz (2 msgs) & Pratchett (3 msgs) &
                       Simmons (3 msgs) & Tarr (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 02:34:45 GMT
From: brownlee@enuxha.eas.asu.edu (Kirk D. Brownlee)
Subject: Katherine Kurtz/Deryni

Does any one no if Katherine Kurtz has written any other books on the
Deryni other then the one's I have listed below?

Deryni Rising
Deryni Checkmate
High Deryni
Camber of Culdi
Saint Camber
Camber the Heretic
The Bishop's Hier
The King's Justice
The Quest For Saint Camber

If there are more books please let me know briefly what they are about.
 
Kirk Brownlee
Arizona State University
College of Engineering and Applied Sciences
Engineering Computer Services
Tempe, Arizona 85287-5206
brownlee@enuxha.eas.asu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 06:16:20 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz/Deryni

brownlee@ENUXHA.EAS.ASU.EDU (Kirk D. Brownlee) writes:
>Does any one no if Katherine Kurtz has written any other books on the
>Deryni other then the one's I have listed below?
>
>Deryni Rising
>Deryni Checkmate
>High Deryni
>Camber of Culdi
>Saint Camber
>Camber the Heretic
>The Bishop's Hier
>The King's Justice
>The Quest For Saint Camber
>
>If there are more books please let me know briefly what they are about.

In addition to these, there are also:

The Harrowing of Gwenedd- a continuation of what happens after Camber the
Heretic (and, incidentally, the first book in a new series.)

The Deryni Archives- a story collection ranging from before the Camber
books to before Deryni Rising.

Deryni Magic- a "grimoire" Deals with various aspects of Deyrini powers.
The Legacy of Lehr- a sci-fi story about cats and vampires.  

Lammas Night- about witches helping during World War II.

Hope that helps!

Melinda Miller
6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 16:53:25 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Pratchett.

ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet (Anderson,Eric H) writes:
> The recent discussion of _The Light Fantastic_ struck my mind and knocked
> out a question.
>
> It has always seemed to me that TLF might have been a lot longer; a
> couple of times the narrator refers to ___________ event and adventures
> that Rincewind and Twoflower went through between a few pages back and
> where they are now, but which do not appear in the book. Has it had bits
> chopped out for size reasons? (Part of my support for thinking this is
> that _The Colour of Magic_ reads as a direct continuation of TLF, not a
> second book - like they split it up because it was too long) Does anyone
> know if this was actually the case, or am I hallucinating?
>
> Also, a question for someone in the UK - what is the complete list of
> novels in the series so far? So far available in the US are:
>
>    The Light Fantastic
>    The Colour of Magic
>    Mort
>    Equal Rites
>    Wyrd Sisters
>    Sorcery
>    Pyramids

I don't know about hallucinating but you certainly have TLF and TCM the
wrong way round.  The first book (TCM) reads like four (I think) short
stories involving the same characters.  The second book (TLF) is a straight
story.  Why Pratchett did not put in the full story of Rincewind and
Twoflower I do not know, although I guess it was simply that he had four
neat story ideas and strung them together using the same characters.

TLF is definitely a continuation of the last story of TCM.  The two join
seamlessly together.

Here we have the extra novels

Guards Guards: 
   The city watch in Ankh-Morpork gets a *volunteer* and the city is
   menaced by a dragon.  We see more of the Patrician, Lord Vetinari, and
   learn something more of dwarfish nature.

Eric: 
   Rincewind returns courtesy of a teenaged demonology hacker, who puts him
   through hell.  Hell will never be the same again.  This has been
   published as a large format novel with lots of Ross Kirby pictures.  A
   sensible idea, as the story itself is a trifle short.

Moving Pictures: 
   Haven't read this one yet.  Some alchemists discover octo-cellulose and
   start making movies in the Holy Wood.  Anyone want to review it?

I hear that Pratchett is also working on a new Witches book to be called
"Witches Abroard".  Its a travalogue featuring Granny Weatherwax, Nanny Ogg
and Magrat Garlik.

Also look out for `Strata'.  Its mostly set on a flat Earth (not the
Discworld) and has one of the best endings I know.  This was written before
TCM, when Pratchett was still sorting out his Discworld ideas.

The Nome Trilogy (`Truckers', `Diggers' and `Wings') is pitched at children
but still a wonderful read for adults.  Imagine a combination of `Watership
Down', `The Borrowers', `The Wombles' and `Stranger In a Strange Land'.

`Good Omens' is jointly authored with Niel Gaiman.  It's a spoof of `The
Omen' and similar films.  Set on Earth in the near future, it features an
angel and a demon who co-operate in averting Judgement Day because they
like it on Earth, and Agnes Nutter, the only prophet in history who was
absolutely right.

There is also `The Dark Side of the Sun', which I tried but did not like.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 11:32:49 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Re: Pratchett.

Just to add to a recent comment about ``Witches Abroad''. This now will
_NOT_ be the next Discworld book. The publishers want to cash in on the
success of ``Mort'', and ``Reaper Man'' aka ``Mort II'' will be the next
Pratchett book. Locus gives it a UK publication in May 1991 (which fits the
six monthly Pratchett delivery schedule). If the pattern repeats ``Witches
Abroad'' will be the November 1991 release.

Simon Bisson

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 23:57:50 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett

Warning: there are a few SPOILERS for some of Pratchett's jokes below.

fap@cel.co.uk (felix power) writes:
>dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>>Personally, I think that the the ones with Rincewind and the Luggage
>>(_Colour of Magic_, _The Light Fantastic_ and _Sourcery_) are the
>>funniest.  _Equal Rites_ was the least funny and the rest fell somewhere
>>in between.
>
>I found Sourcery the most boring and Equal Rites very funny (And all the
>others very funny). I'm female. Does this have anything to do with my
>liking of Equal Rites?

I don't know.  Most of the things I think are funny in his books are either
parodying of technical stuff (debugging the Stonehenge) or the puns and
other wordplay (the Circumfence, Mt. Your-finger-you-fool), although
occasionally the puns get too bad even for me (and that's truly bad).  To a
lesser extent, I like the parodying of standard fantasy cliches (Cohen the
Barbarian and his daughter) but this is variable.  I also like some of the
religion jokes, although in Pyramids he got kind of carried away with them.

On the negative side, I know there are a number of jokes about the British
schooling system, especially college life, but having never gone to a
British school, some of them go right by me and the ones that I think I
understand are not terribly funny.  I'm also not much up on Shakespeare, so
a number of the jokes in Wyrd Sisters escaped me as well.

It's been a while since I've read Equal Rites, but I can't remember much of
the kinds of humor I like in it.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 19:07:24 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: Simmons

leemeyer@cs.utwente.nl (Geert Leemeyer) writes:
>I am a litle bit surprised that you don't mention _Carion Comfort_.  It is
>the only book I have read from Simmons uptill now and it raised my
>interest in Simmons. _CC_ is not a SF-book, but a horror-novel.  Very well
>written in my opinion and with several terrifying passages in it.

Well, I was trying to list what IMHO were the best works of Simmons, and,
although I enjoyed _Carrion Comfort_, my personal jury is still out as to
whether I preferred the short story or the novel.  I think that if I were
to recommend either one, it would have to be the short story, found in
_Blood Is Not Enough_ and _Prayers to Broken Stones_ and probably a few
other places as well.

The short story maintains a real eerieness that the book loses somewhere.
Simmons goes for a substantially different feeling in the larger novel, and
I think that, had I read the short story first, I would probably not think
very much of what he did with the novel.

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 91 13:22:17 GMT
From: dac@prolix.ccadfa.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and The Canterbury Tales

Tom Moellering writes:
> I couldn't agree more that what this newsgroup needs is some discussion
> of works worthy of same.  Hyperion is one of my all time favorites.  Not
> only

Most deserving of its nomination, and awarding of the Hugo award (or is
that Nebula?  I always get them mixed up.  Call me a tyro).

> I have seen where some have found fault with the splitting of this into 2
> books.  Personally I find that it works.  Hyperion, for me, is the
> mystery, and Fall of Hyperion is the mystery explained/revealed.  This
> also explains to me why so many people don't like the second book: The
> explanation of

I was floundering in the first book 'What the photon is this Shrike thingy
doing' and 'Why are the ousters such mad bastards?'.  The second book was a
revelation, and I was SURPRISED at the outcome.  Books rarely activate the
'aha' experience anymore.  The jaded SF reader in me was appeased.  Cries
of "More More" were answered with Carrion Comfort.

> For those that think they should have put the 2 in the same book, I would
> ask if you have read Carrion Comfort.  It is just now in paperback.  I
> have

I snaffled it, and read it.  There is much akin to the way Stephen King
lures the reader into his 'world' in the way Simmons writes.  I was
forcibly struck with the convincing way he changes point of view in the
book.  Melanie (the major character in the book) is an amazing
charaterization.  The whole style in which Melanie's character tells her
side of the story is wonderful, and chilling.

Well worth reading. Dan Simmons is not just a fad.

> Which brings me to another point about Simmons: This guy sure can put out
> the words!  And its not like it is fluff.  If you measure the time
> between all of the stuff he has written, he must really crank it out.

One hopes that he isn't a (another) pseudonym for Piers Anthony. :^/

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 13:55:20 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Carrion Comfort (was Re: Hyperion and The Canterbury Tales)

jdh92@campus.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand) writes:
>    Does anyone else who has read Carrion Comfort think that it was
> actually too long for it's own good? I felt the early setup was very
> effective and very unnerving at a lot of spots, but he just got so
> obsessed with writing so many horrific action-type scenes that by the
> time the climax finally rolls around it's just too much. I guess my
> complaint is that he pulls the same basic idea in several different
> surroundings and it's just the same thing over and over so by the ending
> (which should be very disturbing) the reader is somewhat numbed by
> everything.
>
> 	I thought it would have been an outstanding 400-500 page book, but
> not a 900 page book. Anyone else agree or have opposing thoughts on what
> the additional pages added?

I didn't think it was too long.  In fact, if the trees killed to make just
one of Dean Koontz's books had gone to make it longer, I'd be happy.

Anyone know if Simmons will be lured by the bucks to abandon other work for
horror?  He's always done a lot of horror, but will we see more work like
_Hyperion_ or _Phases of Gravity_?

And read the Spinrad essay on editing and _Hyperion_ in IA'sSFM (it's at
home, sorry I don't have the date) for insight.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 18:59:59 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Judith Tarr: _Hall of the Mountain King_  - opinions?

amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik) writes:
>On a scale of 1 to 5, I would rate _The Hall Of the Mountain King_ and
>_The Lady of Han-Gilen_ both a 2, and _A Fall Of Princes_ a 3.  These were
>*not* my favorite books, by Judith Tarr or anyone else.
>
>I've thought about it a lot, because I adored _The Hound and the Falcon_
>_Alamut_, and _Ars Magica_ (haven't gotten to _A Wind In Cairo_ yet).
>It's nothing I can put my finger on, I just do not like these lands, the
>characters, or the stories.
>
>Note: Her latest in the Rhiyanan (Elven) series, _The Dagger and the
>Cross_, is excellent.  Like all in that series, I would give it a 5 on
>that same scale.

I have a fondness for non-silly mutated versions of real history, and for
good writing, so liked Hound and Falcon series a lot.  It's not on a level
with John Ford's The Dragon Waiting or Mary Stewart's Merlin trilogy, but
it offers crisp descriptive writing and vivid recreation of an era.

The first book in the series didn't establish the reality of the lead
character with quite enough conviction, but the subsequent 2 books made him
sympathetic and his plight in his world important.

Hall of the Mountain King series left me cold.  I don't care for sex-change
sagas, but Tarr covers this aspect better than anybody running.  That
gimmick is not what put me off the series.  Despite the classy writing, I,
like Susan above, just did not care about the characters or what happens to
them. When I feel that way about a book I can usually blame my reaction on
crappy writing style and/or inept or self-contradictory plotting.  That's
clearly not true here.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 21:34:50 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Judith Tarr: _Hall of the Mountain King_  - opinions?

jmf@abacus.UUCP (Joan Frankel) writes:
>Hall of the Mountain King series left me cold.  I don't care for
>sex-change sagas, but Tarr covers this aspect better than anybody running.
>That gimmick is not what put me off the series.  Despite the classy
>writing, I, like Susan above, just did not care about the characters or
>what happens to them. When I feel that way about a book I can usually
>blame my reaction on crappy writing style and/or inept or
>self-contradictory plotting.  That's clearly not true here.

What I really meant in those 2 penultimate sentences was:  
In a book where the author clearly expects, plans and works hard to have
you care about the characters, any failure of that intent is the fault of
the writer.

There are a lot of books I liked fine where style and atmosphere constitute
the only attraction and characterization is cursory or nil, but this series
wanted to have a foot in both worlds and didn't make it.

Unless I have again entered a brain-warp, the name of the series is really
"Avaryan Rising" or something like that.  Please tell me I'm not confusing
it with a 3rd series by Tarr because I know I've only read 2.  At least, I
think I know...

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 22:12:10 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Re: Judith Tarr: _Hall of the Mountain King_

Susan Kaczmarczik wrote that she would rate _The Hall of the Mountain King_
a 2 (1-5), and I'd have to agree with that rating. I actually bought all 3
books together (I hate reading 1 and not having the last 2 around), but I
have had absolutely *no* urge to pick up the 2nd or 3rd book. I have about
60 books on my 'to read' shelf (and growing at least as fast as I can
read), and I think many of them are going to better than THotMK, so why
bother with the others.

Even though I found THotMK unmemorable, I did pick up her _Ars Magica_ to
give her another chance. I also found this book to be very enjoyable, so
I'd have to say that while she's definitely not on my 'buy anything with
xxx's name on the book' category, she probably falls into the 'if I get
several good recommendations on it I'll check it out' category.

It's been over a year since I read THotMK, but in trying to remember it, I
was reminded of Kurtz's Deryni books, especially the first trilogy with the
young King Kelson (though nowhere near as compelling of course.) Did anyone
else think this, or did my synapses misfire?

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University
Bitnet: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 11-Feb  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #50
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA23863; Mon, 11 Feb 91 09:37:27 EST
Date: Mon, 11 Feb 91 09:37:27 EST
Message-Id: <9102111437.AA23863@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #50
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 11 Feb 91 09:37:27 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #50
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 11 Feb 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 50

Today's Topics:

		  Books - Rawn & Wilson & Wolfe (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 22:15:39 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine6.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Hell, I cried several times throughout the book. One of the main reasons is
that, once again, significant amounts of time have passed since the last
book. In other words, Rohan and Sioned are into late middle age (I forget
the exact ages). Some other characters are even older. Seeing them deal
with their aging, and seeing the physical effects of aging on them, really
hurts sometimes.

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>Gabrielle deLioncourt writes:
>>I think that Meiglan's a wimp,
>Do you think she got worse from the last book?  She was, kind of, then,
>but seemed that she had SOME potential.

Personally, I think Meiglan improved greatly. She's still not nearly as
strong a personality as the people we are used to dealing with, she notices
that herself time and again. However, she does better than some people,
notably Pol, give her credit for. I find it difficult to balance my lack of
respect for her weaknesses with my respect for how, despite those
weaknesses, she manages to be at least somewhat effective. That is, she is
operating at an enormous handicap relative to most of the characters, and
still manages to do ok.

>>It upset me, however, that she introduced characters only to kill them
>>off on the next page (like the couple that was torched in their cottage?)
>
>Aha, do I detect more "Andry specials"?  Now, THERE's who *I* dislike, a
>HECK of a lot more than Pol and Andry's worked hard to earn it, too.

Actually, these were people killed off by the invaders (about whom we know
very little). Andry has stopped doing the sneaking about, killing people in
their houses bit, and is getting into bigtime evil - organized religion.
(Half a smiley here.)

>>I do like the way she doesn't shrink from killing the good guys, though.
>Oh, geez, or are you referring to the earlier books, or the series as a
>whole, or what?

All of the above, I would imagine. Be prepared for some major shocks in
_StrongHold_, though.

draphsor@portia.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 21:01:00 GMT
From: MAKINNEY@wkuvx1.bitnet (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: The Universe Next Door and so on...

crichard@eecs.wsu.edu writes:
>Wilson is one of my favorite writers, and I count Schrodinger's Cat and
>the various flavors of Illuminatus! ( :) ) among my favourite series.  I
>don't think Schrodinger's is really comparable to Douglas Adams, as Wilson
>is not primarily a humorist, concentrating more on the weird than the
>funny (of course, IMHO).  I started with Illuminatus! and was hooked (the
>game, from SJ games, is great too).  Wilson is one of the few writers who
>writes series that can really be read in any order.

   I've read _Illuminatus!_ too. I don't know about reading it out
of order, though. ****SPOILER WARNING****

having the guys encounter Leviathan, and *then* bombing Malik's magazine?

****END OF SPOILER****

>The Schrodinger's Trilogy is now out in a single volume, so there's no
>excuse to not go out and get it :).

It's the only way I've ever seen it. I haven't found it in several years,
though and *still* haven't gotten it.

>Also, if there's anyone who has later news than I, *has a publisher been
>found for "new" volumes of the Historical Illuminatus series?  I know that
>_The Earth Will Shake_ has been reissued.  Does this mean more are coming?
>Oh, please!

I've read _The Earth Will Shake_, and I know that the Louisville Public
Library has a copy of _The Widow's Son_ wandering around out there
somewhere, although I haven't seen it myself, so I'd like to know about
this too.

Mark Kinney
MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 01:31:15 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: Pandora/Gene Wolfe

I have just finished *Pandora by Holly Hollander* by Gene Wolfe.  This is a
mystery, not sf, but since I read it because I had seen his name here, I'm
posting my comments to this list.  It was an okay book, neither memorable
nor unpleasant, which is the overall impression of him I've gotten from
this list.  What really threw me, though, is that the book is set in my
home town.  Wolfe has taken the town, made some transparent and
funny-sounding name changes, and used it as is.  For example, Barrington
becomes Barton, which is surrounded by Barton Hills (the rich part of town)
and South Barton (still fairly rural); their counterparts surround
Barrington.  A nearby town is called Palestine instead of Palatine.  The
Chicago & Northwestern railway (CNW) becomes the Chicago, Wisconsin and
Northern (CWN).  A store called Catchpenny is transformed into Snatchpenny.
Lake County is renamed Pool County.  A local newscaster named Walter
Jacobson shows up as Ben Jacobs.  And the scene of the crime, the Barton
Antiques and Art Fair, really exists as the Barrington Art dFair, though
it's much less elaborate and snooty than Wolfe describes it.  The high
school really is as big as he says, though.  What bothers me is not that he
used my home town, but that he was so unimaginative about it.  Pool County,
indeed!  (And I'm pretty sure that the town he calls Dawn is really
Halfday, a much more plausible name, though I haven't compared distances on
the map.)  Sara Peretsky's books make me nostalgic for my old neighborhood
in Chicago (several blocks north of and somewhat seedier than hers), and
Emma Bull makes Milwaukee vivid, even though I've never been there.  But
Wolfe seems to have taken a city plan and gone through it like a high
school plagiarist, changing a name here and there to avoid coming up with
something original.  It really makes me wonder about the originality of his
science fiction.  Any comments?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 17:13:47 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: Gene Wolfe

On the subject of Gene Wolfe, are there any people out there who have read
_The Shadow of the Torturer_ and the other books in the series?  I have not
found many people who have read GW at all, let alone this series.

Any comments?  Thoughts?

Please respond e-mail.

Iain McVey
mcvey@mprgate.mpr.ca          

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 04:03:18 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Pandora/Gene Wolfe

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (cynthia teague) writes:
>I have just finished *Pandora by Holly Hollander* by Gene Wolfe.  This is
>a mystery, not sf, but since I read it because I had seen his name here,
>I'm posting my comments to this list.  It was an okay book, neither
>memorable nor unpleasant, which is the overall impression of him I've
>gotten from this list.

I'm surprised that's the impression you've gotten from this
{newsgroup|list}, but let me try to correct it a little bit.  In my
opinion, Wolfe at his best is one of the most memorable of SF authors; "his
best" being "The Fifth Head of Cerberus", the Book of the New Sun tetralogy
and its appendix "The Urth of the New Sun", and various stories, many
collected in "The Island of Doctor Death and Other Stories and Other
Stories."  Wolfe is really sui generis; the fact that he's been dabbling in
genre lately (and turning out fairly uninspired stuff, witness
"Castleview") shouldn't blind you to the considerable, and somewhat
uncategorizable, virtues of his Really Good Stuff.

(By the way, "Castleview" takes place somewhere around your hometown too.
I imagine it as out past Aurora somewhere.)

>Emma Bull makes Milwaukee vivid, even though I've never been there.

Neat trick, considering she writes about Minneapolis. :) Taking the War for
the Oaks tour of Mpls is pretty fun; you should do it if you ever get the
chance.

>But Wolfe seems to have taken a city plan and gone through it like a high
>school plagiarist, changing a name here and there to avoid coming up with
>something original.  It really makes me wonder about the originality of
>his science fiction.  Any comments?

Wolfe is a tricky guy, and I think a restless one.  He seems to go through
phases of experimentation, which can produce failures, followed by
masterpieces.  Right now he seems to be putting out busy, chaotic, cryptic
novels.  Who knows what great work might follow from this?  Several
post-New Sun works have been failures, in my opinion - "There are Doors",
"Castleview", "Free Live Free" but, the successes are as original as
anything you could ever wish for, believe me.  Even if you *hate* "Soldier
of the Mist", for instance, it's difficult to see it as being imitative of
anything else in recent English fiction, I think.  Don't give up on him,
and *try* the New Sun books ("The Shadow of the Torturer" is where it
starts).

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 08:57:38 GMT
From: tisu@quads.uchicago.edu (seth alan tisue)
Subject: Re: Pandora/Gene Wolfe

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>Wolfe is a tricky guy, and I think a restless one.  He seems to go through
>phases of experimentation, which can produce failures, followed by
>masterpieces.  Right now he seems to be putting out busy, chaotic, cryptic
>novels.  Who knows what great work might follow from this?  Several
>post-New Sun works have been failures, in my opinion - "There are Doors",
>"Castleview", "Free Live Free" but, the successes are as original as
>anything you could ever wish for, believe me.  Even if you *hate* "Soldier
>of the Mist", for instance, it's difficult to see it as being imitative of
>anything else in recent English fiction, I think.

I agree about ~There Are Doors"...  That was the dullest book I've ever
read by him; such an interesting premise, too.  The first half wasn't bad
and then the book just spiralled around aimlessly after that.  Haven't read
"Castleview" yet, nor "Soldier of the Mist".  With that series, I'm waiting
until Wolfe finishes writing all the books, so I can read them in order
without long pauses in between.  My first foray into SotM made it pretty
clear that it was going to be at least as (delightfully!) difficult to
assimilate as "The Book of the New Sun", which I could never have followed
if I'd had to wait a year between books.  Oh well.

Seth Tisue
University of Chicago                              
P.O. Box 5975
Chicago IL 60680
tisu@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 08:30:37 GMT
From: smith!dick@ast.dsd.northrop.com (Dick Smith)
Subject: Re: Pandora/Gene Wolfe/Girl Who Owned a City

Cynthia Teague wrote:
>I have just finished *Pandora by Holly Hollander* by Gene Wolfe.  This is
>a mystery, not sf, ... ... ...
>What really threw me, though, is that the book is set in my home town.
>Wolfe has taken the town, made some transparent and funny-sounding name
>changes, and used it as is.  For example, Barrington becomes Barton,
>which is surrounded by Barton Hills (the rich part of town) and South
>Barton (still fairly rural); their counterparts surround Barrington.

Seth Alan Tisue responded:
>I know Wolfe lives in the northwest suburbs of Chicago, probably in
>Barrington itself from what you say.  (Doesn't Frederik Pohl live around
>there somewhere?)  I'm from around there myself so I'll be especially
>interested in reading the book.

That's correct; Gene Wolfe does live in Barrington.  Other Chicago area SF
authors include A.J.Budrys (notice Evanston mentions in _Michaelmas_),
Roland Green, and Phyllis Eisenstein.  Fred Pohl moved here (Chicago
Northwest suburbs) a few years ago, and has used some Chicago area color in
several of his recent stories.  Recently, Martha Soukup started selling,
and moved away; I don't know if her Chicago area background will show in
her future writing.

You might also notice Chicago color in Fred Saberhagen's vampire stories,
but I don't know if he has/had any connection with the city.

I have a vague memory of some new-wave-ish writer who seemed to use Chicago
as his prototype city; I had trouble suspending disbelief when he was
writing about the tides.  Can anyone remind me who this was.  I'm sure the
story collection is here someplace, but I cannot remember the author at
all!  I think the paperback was yellow-green?

More accurate, if only a little less scientifictional, is Daniel
Pinkwater's Chicago references in the two Snarkout Boy's books.  Pinkwater
fans who attend the upcoming WorldCon in Chicago may wish to seek out the
Number 22 bus, and see if it compares with the one which runs along Snark
Street; I assure you that Clark Street is nearly as strange.  And many
Pinkwater fans will realize that the WorldCon's hotel is located at one end
of Lower North Aufzoo Street.

Dick Smith
Wheeling, Illinois
...ast!smith!dick
dick%smith@ast.dsd.northrop.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 08:44:29 GMT
From: bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird)
Subject: Re: Pandora/Gene Wolfe

tisu@quads.uchicago.edu (seth alan tisue) writes:
>rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>>Wolfe is a tricky guy, and I think a restless one.  He seems to go
>>through phases of experimentation, which can produce failures, followed
>>by masterpieces.  Right now he seems to be putting out busy, chaotic,
>>cryptic novels.  Who knows what great work might follow from this?
>>Several post-New Sun works have been failures, in my opinion - "There are
>>Doors", "Castleview", "Free Live Free" but, the successes are as original
>>as anything you could ever wish for, believe [...]
>
>I agree about ~There Are Doors"...  That was the dullest book I've ever
>read by him; such an interesting premise, too.  The first half wasn't bad
>and then the book just spiralled around aimlessly after that.  Haven't
>read "Castleview" yet, nor "Soldier of the Mist".  With that series, I'm
>waiting [...]

I have to say that I liked _There Are Doors_, although I wouldn't count it
as one of my favorites. I haven't read _Castleview_ yet.

>without long pauses in between.  My first foray into SotM made it pretty
>clear that it was going to be at least as (delightfully!) difficult to
>assimilate as "The Book of the New Sun", which I could never have followed
>if I'd had to wait a year between books.  Oh well.

_Soldier of the Mist_ is an excellent book, one of my favorite Gene Wolfe
novels. I didn't find _Soldier of Arete_ as pleasurable, unfortunately. As
far as short stories go, you can't beat _The Death of Doctor Island and
Other Stories and Other Stories_ or his rather new anthology _Endangered
Species_. Just a few years ago, or so, the Weird Tales magazine was
restarted with the first issue being about half dedicated to Gene Wolfe. It
had some very good stories.
   I must say that I feel that one of the prerequisites for being a Gene
Wolfe fan is being able to take a sort of surreal outlook on life and, in
fact, one has to wonder sometimes if these stories aren't associated with
hallucinogens or some such. Sometimes, I almost feel like I'm full of
hallucinogens because it all gets so weird.

Shawn L. Baird
17650 SE Cason Rd.
Gladstone, OR  97027
bairds@eecs.ee.pdx.edu
...uunet!tektronix!psueea!eecs!bairds

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 00:27:35 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Pandora/Gene Wolfe

tisu@quads.uchicago.edu (seth alan tisue) writes:
>[...] "Soldier of the Mist".  With that series, I'm waiting until Wolfe
>finishes writing all the books, so I can read them in order without long
>pauses in between.  My first foray into SotM made it pretty clear that it
>was going to be at least as (delightfully!) difficult to assimilate as
>"The Book of the New Sun", which I could never have followed if I'd had to
>wait a year between books.  Oh well.

Based on a number of internal references (both in the prefaces and in the
text), I do not expect anymore "Solder of" books.  Unfortunately, I can't
say why without giving some pretty serious spoilers, and since you haven't
read the books yet, I'm sure you don't want them.

As for waiting for all the books, that's a good idea.  After reading
_Soldier of Arete_, I felt the need to go back and reread _Mist_ again and
then reread _Arete_ immediately after.  I also felt like I should be taking
notes - I kept forgetting everything from more than a chapter or two
before.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 11 Feb 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 51

Today's Topics:

	    Books - Zelazny (3 msgs) & Media and War (3 msgs) &
                    Author Lists (2 msgs) & IQ Enhancement (5 msgs) &
                    Star Trek Books ( 3 msgs) & Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 03:21:29 GMT
From: dworkin!shevett@princeton.edu ( Sysop)
Subject: Re: Amber names

nagordon@amherst.bitnet writes:
>   Recently I was reading Don Quixote, and I came across a reference to
>someone who the note described as "Ganelon of Mayence, a brave soldier of
>Charlemagne who turned traitor and betrayed Roland at Roncesvalles."
>
>   This name struck me right away, reminding me of Ganelon in the Amber
>books. Since Zelazny's Ganelon was also a brave soldier, who betrayed
>Corwin, I assumed that Zelazny got this name from the Ganelon of
>Charlemagne.

Remember that one thread that kept cropping up in the Amber series is that
each brother spends a fair amount of 'time' wandering around in Shadow.
Since each seems to affect the Shadow in different ways on the way through,
it's quite possible (and Zelazny mentions it happens constantly), that many
of the legends that spring up in the Shadows are based on the appearance of
one of the brothers.

It could be that our recollection of Ganelon is based on Corwin's trip to
Avalon!

On another tack, my fiance and I have been gathering together a geneology
of the Amber family.  The problem we are coming up with, that we can't seem
to figure out - how long does the royal family live?  We know that certain
Shadow-lands function on a different timeline than Amber, so it's quite
possible for a son to return to Amber seeming the same age as his father.
BUT, are the princes immortal?  Corwin lived on Shadow-Earth for something
like 250 years (our time).

Some light on this would be appreciated.

Dave Shevett
Lawrenceville, NJ
mccc.edu!dworkin!shevett
shevett@dworkin.Amber.COM

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 15:51:19 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Amber names

How long does the Royal family of Amber live?

Well, considering that Dworkin existed as a creature of Chaos for an
undetermined amount of time before he created Amber, and that Amber has a
decently long history, and that Dworkin is *still* alive; I'd say that the
Royal Family at least has the potential to live for a *very* long time.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 16:46:01 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Amber names

shevett@dworkin.UUCP ( Sysop) writes:
>On another tack, my fiance and I have been gathering together a geneology
>of the Amber family.  The problem we are coming up with, that we can't
>seem to figure out - how long does the royal family live?

For all practical purposes, they live forever. Or until they're murdered by
a relative (and sometimes that's not permanent either ;-)

Somewhere there's a fairly clear reference to the father living for at
least many thousands of years.

In any event, clearly no one ever dies of old age during the entire series
or its sequel series, so this really shouldn't be an issue for a geneology.

Although figuring out who *really* died can be tough, and dating such
events would be completely impossible.

Sounds like a fun project. Going to post it?

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu (ucbvax!eris!doug)
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 91 19:22:00 GMT
From: EPSTEIN@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Emily Epstein)
Subject: Media and war

The flu hit me about the same time as war hit the Middle East, so I've
spent several days with no company but my cats and CNN, which makes for
some strange trains of thought. This one might be fun to discuss. Can
anyone out there think of a writer who dealt with the impact of media on
warfare earlier than Gordon Dickson? I'm talking about works where it's a
major component, not just background trivia. I vaguely remember some by Bob
Asprin, but he wrote them considerably later. Are there any particular
stories you can recommend, old or new?

Emily

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 91 02:07:55 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Media and war

EPSTEIN@KSUVM.KSU.EDU (Emily Epstein) writes:
>The flu hit me about the same time as war hit the Middle East, so I've
>spent several days with no company but my cats and CNN, which makes for
>some strange trains of thought. This one might be fun to discuss. Can
>anyone out there think of a writer who dealt with the impact of media on
>warfare earlier than Gordon Dickson? I'm talking about works where it's a
>major component, not just background trivia. I vaguely remember some by
>Bob Asprin, but he wrote them considerably later. Are there any particular
>stories you can recommend, old or new?

Well, one of the earliest science fiction pieces that comes to mind would
be "War Number 81-Q", written by Paul Linebarger (Cordwainer Smith) while
in his teens, though not generally known (or attributed) until the
seventies, after his death.  There seemed to be a fair amount of media
coverage.

There were a number of stories and novels by Mack Reynolds in the fifties
and sixties that I seem to recall having a lot of media coverage.  Can't
offer much in the way of titles though, and I haven't read much Reynolds
this past decade or so.  The wars were generally between corporations, and
limited by law to pre-1900 technology.  The name "Colonel Mauser" comes to
mind as a regular character.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 91 09:28:06 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Media and war

>Well, one of the earliest science fiction pieces that comes to mind would
>be "War Number 81-Q", written by Paul Linebarger (Cordwainer Smith) while
>in his teens, though not generally known (or attributed) until the
>seventies, after his death.  There seemed to be a fair amount of media
>coverage.

Written in 1927, I believe. It was published in the author's school
magazine; the author was ~14 years old at the time.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 14:53:24 GMT
From: I6050410@dbstu1.bitnet
Subject: Books - L. Neil Smith & F. Paul Wilson

I am very interested in the SF-books written by L. Neil Smith and F. Paul
Wilson. Does someone have a list of all their books and stories?

Rejnold Byzio

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 20:22:27 GMT
From: andres@cbnewsj.att.com (Andy C)
Subject: Re: Books - L. Neil Smith & F. Paul Wilson

The only work of Dr. F. Paul Wilson that I have read is called DyDee Town
World.  It was out in paper last summer.  It is a SICK book!  Somewhat
enjoyable, with some rather disturbing scenes in it, you can tell he is a
horror writer trying to do sf.

BTW, F. Paul is my General Practitioner, he practices medicine in Brick
township NJ.  There is something weird about having a doctor who is touted
as "The Master of Horror" on his books!

Andyc
...att!lzss!andyc

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 15:56:48 GMT
From: oliver@real.fidonet.org (Oliver McDonald)
Subject: Re: IQ enhancement stories

Another IQ enhancement of animals is _The Plague Dogs_ by Richard Adams (of
_Watership Down_ fame).  This is not the main story line, and the dogs in
question are assumed to have an intelligence prior to the experiments.

Gordon R. Dickson also wrote an IQ enhancement book, _The Last Master_,
that I am presently reading in which the protagonist has had his IQ
enhanced.  Te book works well, and like many GRD books is a great read.
GRD seems to write very well about "exceptional" humans.

Oliver McDonald
Aurora Computer Technologies
oliver@real.fidonet.org
...alberta!ncc!real!oliver    

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 22:18:29 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: stories about intelligence amplification?

Does anyone recall which story featured alien ambassadors with I.Q.'s of
600, and an Earth scientist who invented a gadget that emitted a field that
permanently boosted a human's intelligence into a similar range? I really
want to read it again, but can't recall the author/title etc. (I recall
even more of the story but don't want to be a SPOILER for anyone who hasn't
read it yet.)

On a related note, I'm trying to collect a list of similar stories, where
an individual's intelligence is somehow boosted very dramatically to
super-supergenius levels; so far I've got:

   Flowers for Algernon/Charlie (author?)
   The Ultimax Man (Keith Laumer)
   The Great Time Machine Hoax (Keith Laumer; arguable)

"Gulf" (Heinlein) would go on a second list, about people who are *already*
superintelligent.
   Thanks.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 19:03:02 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: stories about intelligence amplification?

Doug Merritt asked:
> Does anyone recall which story featured alien ambassadors with I.Q.'s of
> 600, and an Earth scientist who invented a gadget that emitted a field
> that permanently boosted a human's intelligence into a similar range? I
> really want to read it again, but can't recall the author/title etc. (I
> recall even more of the story but don't want to be a SPOILER for anyone
> who hasn't read it yet.)

The story you reference is one I remember as having been written by George
O. Smith, and I *think* I remember that it was in "SPACE, SPACE, SPACE,"
edited by Dr. T. O'Connor Sloane, but please don't quote me.  I'm pretty
sure it originally showed up in "ASTOUNDING" in the forties, if that's any
help.  (It's certainly been at least thirty years since I read it!)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 18:48:31 GMT
From: k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: stories about intelligence amplification?

Doug Merritt asks:
> On a related note, I'm trying to collect a list of similar stories, where
> an individual's intelligence is somehow boosted very dramatically to
> super-supergenius levels; so far I've got:

Clifford D. Simak (I think) wrote a story about how one day, all beings
(not just humans) woke up vastly more intelligent.  Rabbits figured out how
to escape from simple traps; kids invented calculus; the severely retarded
became very intelligent; and the very intelligent figured out how to build
star drives.  Sorry, but I don't remember the name of the book.

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 22:39:03 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: stories about intelligence amplification?

doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt) writes:
>Does anyone recall which story featured alien ambassadors with I.Q.'s
>of 600,

Sorry, can't help you with your question, but you reminded me of another
story with amplified IQ's.

"Divide and Conquer" was the name (I think) by L. Sprague deCamp.  If that
wasn't it's name, it definitely was published in a pb along with another
deCamp story, with the title of the pb being _Divide and Conquer_.

The story has some aliens who've conquered Earth and made the Earthlings
revert to a slightly modified feudal political system.  All scientific
research is suppressed and the most advanced weapon allowed to humans is
the crossbow (the aliens, of course, have ray guns and flying ships).
Curiously, portable radios are allowed and suits of armor have brand names
like "Ford" and "Pontiac".

It turns out that the aliens are about as smart as dogs without the aid of
some kind of headgear.  The headgear gives them roughly the same
intelligence as humans.

The story has to do with a certain nobleman in upstate New York who joins
the underground.

This book is definitely worth getting, although just saying that it's by
deCamp makes that statement redundant.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 18:04:00 GMT
From: IAGDGP@aesd.dnet.ge.com
Subject: Pawns & Symbols Vs The Final Reflection

mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu writes:
> Recent discussion of the Star Trek novels (w/original characters)
> reminded me of one of my favorites, not yet mentioned here:
>    _Pawns and Symbols_, by Majlis Larson

I tried to read this book as background for roleplaying Klingons. I really
liked Michael Ansara in the show but, I found John M. Ford's "The Final
Reflection" much more palatable and it seems to be consistent with Klingons
as shown on The Next Generation. P&S Klingon worlds seemed too primitive
for a spacefaring empire. Keep in mind this is only MHO. There is such
little consistency in the ST universe you can have any flavor Klingons you
want!

Doug Prosser
GE/aesd
Utica, NY

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 00:50:00 GMT
From: NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (GABRIELLE DE LIONCOURT)
Subject: Star Trek books

I beg to differ that the TNG books are substantially worse than the OST
books! There have only been, what, 14 so far? Try reading the first 14 OST
books. Trust me, they're far worse. And the two most recent OST books have
had plot holes you could walk through!

There are some TNG books that are great. One that, I think, could pretty
much stand on its own outside the Trek universe is _Masks_. It involves the
Enterprise trying to keep a Federation ambassador from allying with the
Ferengi on a mostly non-technological planet where everyone wears masks to
denote their status (hence the title). Some members of the crew (Troi,
Worf, Picard) get stranded on the planet with broken communicators and
Pulaski, Data, Riker, and a couple of cannon fodderish security guards beam
down to the planet to find them. It's a lot better than I make it sound.

The version of Tasha's planet in _Survivors_ is far better than it was in
the episode where they pick up Tasha's sister.

I think Peter David's books are also wonderful. He keeps the right balance
of humor and seriousness.

As far as OST: _My Enemy, My Ally_, _Uhura's Song_, or _How Much for Just
the Planet_ should have been made into Star Trek 6. I think _HMFJTP_ is the
best choice. "Somebody give the Captain a pie!"

Gabrielle

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 04:42:49 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Star Trek books

GABRIELLE LIONCOURT@hamp wirtes:
> There are some TNG books that are great. One that, I think, could pretty
> much stand on its own outside the Trek universe is _Masks_. 

Aggg, gchhhhkkkk (apply Heimlich maneuver)

I read _Masks_. No, I'm lying. I read the first few chapters of _Masks_ and
skimmed the rest. It was a great example of everything that's wrong with
STTNG, and missed everything that I like about TNG.

It was, it was... I'm sorry, it's been several months. As best I can
recall, it had a terrible case of "Number One, let's beam down to the
planet and have a morality play." The title refers to the planetary custom
that your job, rank, and social standing depend solely on the mask that you
wear. If you switch masks with someone, you switch all that. And This Is
Symbolic Of Something, Isn't It? It Makes a Statement About Our Culture.

Plus, I believe everyone acts like idiots. (Although that could just be my
memory tarring everything with the same brush. As I said, it's been a
while.)

Let me call a *biased* observer: my sister, who is a hopeless addict of
both old and new Trek and owns every TOS book. She thought it was awful
too.

> I beg to differ that the TNG books are substantially worse than the OST
> books! There have only been, what, 14 so far? Try reading the first 14
> OST books. Trust me, they're far worse. 

There were stinkers in the early TOS books, but even then the authors were
trying to expand the Star Trek universe - new races, new psychologies, new
viewpoints on the major characters. I've only read a few TNG books, but I
haven't seen anything outside the immediate limits of the TNG Writer's
Guide.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 17:10:47 GMT
From: pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Name that novel

I'm trying to locate a novel to use in an upcoming meeting of a s-f club
when we're going to be discussing works that are at the nether end of the
quality scale.  I remember reading it in an English library years ago; it
was about the first sex act in space (the whole mission was planned just
for the event, most of the story centered on the choosing of the crew).  It
was hysterical.  I think it may have had the word "Venus" in the title.
Anyone know the gem I'm talking about?

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 17:20:28 GMT
From: achase@oracle.com (Andrea Chase)
Subject: vampire reading

I am looking for a few good vampire books.  I've already got the Anne Rice
series and, of course, Bram Stoker, on my shelf.  What am I missing?  What
can you recommend and, just as importantly, steer me away from?  Net posts
or e-mail would be equally ever so wonderful.

Andrea  

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 01:34:50 GMT
From: SCHLAWD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Jesus came down the chimney

A friend asked me today at dinner if I'd ever heard of the above story.  I
hadn't but said I'd ask here.  She's interested in knowing who the author
was and where published.  Also if it's worthwhile.  She thinks she
remembers having read about it in either Locus or one of the Year's Best
anthologies (Dozois or Datlow/Windling).  Can anyone help?
 
Lawrence Schimel
SCHLAWD@YALEVM

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 12 Feb 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 52

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Bellamy & Robinson (4 msgs) &
                  L. Neil Smith (2 msgs) & Short Story Paperbacks (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 04:01:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Asimov's Galactic Empire stories.

   Asimov himself gives this order for his GE stories:
      The Currents of Space
      The Stars, Like Dust
      Pebble in the Sky.

   The government under Rhodia that I saw in place in The Stars, Like Dust
did not resemble the GE at all.  In fact, I took this as the seed story of
the Empire, as Hinrik V wanted to set up a new government based on the
Constitution (BTW, including the Constitution idea in the story was Horace
Gold's, not Isaac's).  To me, the following seems a better chronology:
   The Stars, Like Dust
   The Currents of Space
   Pebble in the SKy

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 21:51:50 GMT
From: enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf)
Subject: Re: Asimov's Galactic Empire stories.

That may be so, but there is another fact that must be introduced, and that
is that _Pebbles in the Sky_ was Asimov's FIRST novel ever!!

Andy Wolf

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 18:32:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Bellamy

   Also, I read Edward Bellamy's _Looking Backward_ some time ago, and,
although dry (aren't *all* Utopia books dry?) found it a good story.  Now
I hear that Mack Reynolds has written two books in Julian West's universe,
effectively rewriting _Looking Backwards_ and _Equality_. Exactly what's
going on here?  and, what are the copyright laws for such an old book?

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 14:26:50 GMT
From: leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

Author: Spider Robinson
Title: Callahan's Lady
Ace Science Fiction paperback
ISBN 0-441-09072-9

This is a terrible book. I will explain why in a minute. First I must
assure you that I always liked Spider Robinson's Callahan stories. I think
they are clever little pieces, a bit simplistic perhaps, but with some nice
ideas, some great (or horrible, that depends on how you look at it) puns,
and a large dose of (to my European eye) typically American sentimentalism.
But I don't mind having my feelings manipulated now and again, and one
story in particular ('The Law of Conservation of Pain') never fails to
honestly move me.

So far so good. Now "Callahan's Lady" is not about Callahan's bar at all,
but about a very similar place: Lady Sally's House, a brothel with lots of
strange customers, and perhaps even stranger personnel, or 'Artists' as
they prefer to be called. The book consists not of short stories, but
instead of four novellas which chronicle the adventures of one of the
Artists in Lady Sally's house, a young ex-streetcorner-hooker called
Maureen.  I will now begin enumerating the many problems I have with this
book, in no particular order of importance.

1] The Title.  This book should have been named "Lady Sally's House" or
something like that, but *not* "Callahan's Lady". That title suggests that
this book is a new volume of Callahan stories and it isn't. This is a
cheap marketing ploy, and I fear that it works: I was in a hurry when I
bought the book, and I only found out when I got home and started reading
that I was tricked. This was the first thing that bugged me.

2] Gratuitous Callahan Appearances. OK, so I am tricked into buying a
Spider Robinson book not about Callahan at all, but I would be willing to
believe that the title was the idea of a marketing person, and that the
author had nothing to do with it. Instead, I find that Robinson himself
tries to justify the title by having Lady Sally be married to Callahan, and
in this function as husband he is mentioned now and again, and appears
*very* briefly in one or two scenes - no connection to the plot whatsoever.
Also, several well- known Callahan customers turn out to visit Lady Sally's
place as well. Again, just for appearance's sake, nothing more. At this
point, the whole deal is beginning to reek unpleasantly. It reminds me of
TV-series spin-offs, where one or more popular characters from the main
series keeps making 'special guest' appearances to boost the ratings of the
new series, and get people hooked on it. Apparently Robinson does not think
the Lady Sally stories are strong enough to make it on their own, no, the
audience has to be conned into reading them, so he uses a whiff of the old
Callahan atmosphere here and there.

3] The Stories Themselves.  I am now entering the realm of subjective
opinions here, so please remember that it's just my humble opinion, *but*,
the Lady Sally stories are not as good as the Callahan stories. They don't
even come close.  The narrative is too bloated and long-winded, the plots
far too simple for the novella-length, the puns definitely less funny than
before, and of course by now Robinson keeps repeating the same old tired
ideas. I wouldn't even particularly mind that (I am not so impatient about
and intolerant of unoriginal SF as some of my fellow sf-lovers on the net),
if it was done with enthusiasm and warmth. But I do not get the impression
that *anybody*, including the author, ever was enthusiastic about this
book. It has all the impact of a soggy Kleenex.

4] The Writing Style.  Can you say "Heinlein-clone"? Oh sure, We know that
Spider Robinson is a Heinlein-fan, and the real Callahan stories always
showed that 'tough-on-the-outside, soft-on-the-inside'-sort of Heinleinian
influence, but the keyword here is *influence*. In "Lady Sally" we are
talking *imitation*. Yes, I know that it was done intentionally (the book
is dedicated to Robert and Virginia Heinlein, and the heroine is a redhead
named Maureen, real subtle, huh?), but that does not make it less boring.
Robinson is no Heinlein, and I don't want him to be; he has a reasonable
style of his own, why doesn't he use it? Instead we get this pathetic
carbon-copy work, once again droning on and on about the joys of free sex
and free love and aren't prostitutes the nicest, most decent people in the
world, etcetera. I'd rather go read 'Time Enough For Love' again.

5] Deux Ex Machina.  But what *really* got to me, and what has actually
made me write this review, is the unbelievably low trick Spider Robinson
pulls on the reader in the last novella of the book. Without this, I might
have convinced myself that "Callahan's Lady" was just an honest, if
somewhat unworthy, Heinlein tribute. But after reading this, I now know for
sure that Robinson has sold out completely, that he only wants to *sell*
this book, and that the title, the Callahan tie-ins, the Heinleinian
sex-themes, are all used for one purpose only - to make as much money as
possible, while giving not a damn about the reader. Tribute my foot.

OK, let me explain (spoiler coming up: please stop here if you still plan
on reading this disaster).

In this last novella (the longest of the four, and at first the most
interesting one), Robinson builds up to a reasonably exciting climax -
Maureen's lover, 'the Professor', is held prisoner in a boathouse by Tony
Donuts, a vile gangster who is going to kill him after three hours. It
takes Maureen two and a half hours to reach Lady Sally's House (flat tire
etc.)  to get the fifty-thousand dollars the creep wants, so the reader
nailbitingly asks himself by what clever means Robinson will get his
characters out of this jam.

The answer: Lady Sally pops open a door that leads into hyperspace, and, of
course, instantaneous travel. So Maureen arrives in time at the boathouse.
But of course Tony *still* wants to kill them even after getting his money
(cleverly created by the way from one ten-dollar bill, using a convenient
and unexplained matter-copy-machine that Lady Sally had lying around in her
hyperspace home). So at just the right moment another hyperspace door
appears *behind* evil Tony, Lady Sally steps through it, and punches him
out.  I don't think I have ever felt more insulted by an author than after
this 'climax'. He did not even *try* to wrap the story up in a natural way.
Of course Heinlein has never, ever cheated the reader in this way, no
matter what other faults he might have had.

Well, I am glad I got all this off my chest. I see that I have been very
verbose about it all, and I apologize if this has been a bit boring.
Perhaps I am making much ado about nothing; but my conscience would not
have let me sleep at night if I had not taken this chance to warn at least
some innocent, as yet unsuspecting future victims - stay away from Spider
Robinson. There are much more worthwhile things to do with your time and
money (Whalegutting in the Arctic comes to mind).

Peace.

Leo Breebaart
leo @ duttnph.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 20:51:45 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider R.- Callahan's Lady

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl writes:
> [...] so the reader nailbitingly asks himself by what clever means
>Robinson will get his characters out of this jam.

[ Spoiler mention of the deus ex machina disappointedly used to tie up the
story deleted. ]

I completely agree that the deus ex machina was a complete bummer, but that
leads me to another thought. Are such things cured by telegraphing them?
I.e. if Robinson had inserted an earlier mention of Lady Sally's background
that tied in with this stuff, so that it wasn't a complete rabbit out of a
hat, would that have fixed it? And does that mean that this is one
potentially good general way for writers to construct workable plots? That
is, first they're stuck for an ending (being human), so then they stick in
a deus ex machina, and then they rework some earlier part to telegraph that
machina. A workable formula?

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 23:50:22 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

Leo Breebaart@duttnph.tu writes:
> Instead, I find that Robinson himself tries to justify the title by
> having Lady Sally be married to Callahan, and in this function as husband
> he is mentioned now and again, and appears *very* briefly in one or two
> scenes - no connection to the plot whatsoever.

Let me amend your otherwise sensible review with one note: Mike Callahan
has been known to be married to Lady Sally ever since "The Blacksmith's
Tale". (Unless I've messed up the title. One of the Callahan stories in
_Analog_, reprinted in _Callahan's Secret_, anyway.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 00:23:46 GMT
From: pwh@bradley.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:

>1] The Title.  This book should have been named "Lady Sally's House" or
>something like that, but *not* "Callahan's Lady". That title suggests that
>this book is a new volume of Callahan stories and it isn't. This is a
>cheap marketing ploy, and I fear that it works: I was in a hurry when I
>bought the book, and I only found out when I got home and started reading
>that I was tricked. This was the first thing that bugged me.

I guess you didn't believe him when he said he'd finished writing
Callahan's Crosstime Saloon Stories.

>2] Gratuitous Callahan Appearances. OK, so I am tricked into buying a
>Spider Robinson book not about Callahan at all, but I would be willing to
>believe that the title was the idea of a marketing person, and that the
>author had nothing to do with it. Instead, I find that Robinson himself
>tries to justify the title by having Lady Sally be married to Callahan,
>and in this function as husband he is mentioned now and again, and appears
>*very* briefly in one or two scenes - no connection to the plot
>whatsoever.

You might note that Lady Sally was, I believe, mentioned in one of the
other Callahan's books.  It's been a while, and I'm not exactly a raving
fan, so I don't recall for certain.

>3] The Stories Themselves.  I am now entering the realm of subjective
>opinions here, so please remember that it's just my humble opinion, *but*,
>the Lady Sally stories are not as good as the Callahan stories.

Generally, this is the only point I agree with you on, although I don't
think quite so poorly of them as you seem to.  Overall disappointing, but I
certainly don't feel gypped.

SPOILER (of sorts)

>The answer: Lady Sally pops open a door that leads into hyperspace, and,
>of course, instantaneous travel.

You must have missed the last Callahan's book.  There was a similar
situation there, concerning who Callahan really is.  Under the
circumstances, everything jived just fine with previous books.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 20:44:22 GMT
From: leech@vivaldi.cs.unc.edu (Jonathan Leech)
Subject: Re: Books - L. Neil Smith

I6050410@dbstu1.BITNET writes:
> I am very interested in the SF-books written by L. Neil Smith and F. Paul
> Wilson. Does someone have a list of all their books and stories?

   Here are most (if not all) of Smith's books.

   North American Confederacy series:

      The Probability Broach (Del Rey)
      The Venus Belt (Del Rey)
      The Nagasaki Vector (Del Rey)
      The Gallatin Divergence (Del Rey)
      Their Majesties' Bucketeers (Del Rey)
      Tom Paine Maru (Del Rey)
      Taflak Lysandra (Avon)
      Brightsuit Macbear (Avon)

   Star Wars Universe: (all Del Rey)

      Lando Calrissian and the Mindharp of Sharu
      Lando Calrissian and the Flamewind of Oseon
      Lando Calrissian and the Starcave of Thonboka

   Other:

      Contact and Commune (Questar)
      Converse and Conflict (Questar)
      The Wardove (Berkley)

   Most of these (Lando Calrissian aside) involve multiple time lines and a
resulting interaction of Libertarian-anarchist societies with individuals
from societies with governments.  Thinly disguised philosophical screed,
but one I like :-)

Jon Leech
leech@cs.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 05:43:20 GMT
From: kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (kiran wagle)
Subject: Re: Books - L. Neil Smith

Two Books not mentioned are:

The Crystal Empire
Henry Martyn (which I've not read)

The _Stellar_ anthology series by Del Rey (vols 4,5, 6? & 7) contained some
short stories about the time traveller from _the Gallatin Divergence_ and
his timeship G.H. Wells, also known as Georgie. These are long out-of-print
(sorry)
 
Some years ago Smith asked in the prologue to one of his books if people
who enjoyed _the Probability Broach_ would write to him so he could show
his agent and potential publishers that there was a market for the book. If
anyone cares to do so now his current pub. is

Popular Library 666 5th Ave NYC 10103

This type of fiction has a small market so every little bit helps.

Kiran Wagle 
405 E. 8th St. #7
Bloomington, IN 47408-3788
(812) 331-1710
kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 91 09:55:59 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Short Story Paperbacks

Pulphouse Publishing (in Eugene, OR) is now publishing short stories in
individual paperbacks.  I just saw a bunch of them in Powell's.  From what
I hear, the Portland area is a test market.

The main problem with them is the price.  They want $1.95 for a book that's
only 50 or so pages thick.  Considering that a collection or anthology will
cost only twice that for 5 times the size, I think this is kind of
outrageous.

To be honest, I did buy one.  It is a Poul Anderson story ("Loser's Night")
set in the Old Phoenix and I couldn't resist.  It'll probably be
anthologized eventually, so maybe I should have waited.  Oh well, no one's
perfect.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 22:40:21 GMT
From: doughe@bamboo.cax.tek.com (Douglas E Helbling)
Subject: Re: Short Story Paperbacks

>Pulphouse Publishing (in Eugene, OR) is now publishing short stories in
>individual paperbacks.  I just saw a bunch of them in Powell's.  From what
>I hear, the Portland area is a test market.
>
>The main problem with them is the price.  They want $1.95 for a book
>that's only 50 or so pages thick.  Considering that a collection or
>anthology will cost only twice that for 5 times the size, I think this is
>kind of outrageous.

I saw a couple of the guys from Pulphouse touting the notion of their new
"short story book" at OryCon last fall.  Apparently, they think it will
fill that niche between comic books and short novels and hopefully make
lots of money in the meantime.

Personally, I like the idea.  Costwise, the risk is less for your $1.95.
If you don't like it, you're not out $5.95, nor are you out several hours
of reading something it takes twelve chapters to assess as drivel.  Also,
you get something NEW, a new story by someone hopefully worth reading
without waiting that extra umptime months for the anthology edition.

One other benefit of the smaller book format is that it will give the new
writer another market to shoot for - one that will not require the kind of
megabucks up front money that publishers have to put out to produce
(spelled "promote") a novel-length book.  The benefit to the reader is that
he/she gets a chance to see some new names.

(Really, I don't work for these guys, but I do know they're not getting
rich.  :-) )

Oh, by the way, did you like the story?

Doug H

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Feb 91 22:54:00 GMT
From: GOATHUNTER@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, Western Ky. University")
Subject: Re: F. Paul Wilson

IN%"I6050410@dbstu1.bitnet" writes:
>I am very interested in the SF-books written by L. Neil Smith and F. Paul
>Wilson. Does someone have a list of all their books and stories?

F. Paul Wilson has written the following science fiction novels:

   Healer
   Wheels Within Wheels
   An Enemy of the State
   The Tery
   Dydeetown World

and a number of short stories, collected in SOFT AND OTHERS (Tor
paperback).  The first three novels above are supposed to be re-released by
Baen Books, as THE TERY was last year.

Dr. Wilson's other books (horror) are:

   The Keep
   The Tomb
   The Touch
   Black Wind (World War II novel with minor horror)
   Reborn

He also had three stories that appeared in Dark Harvest's NIGHT VISIONS 6,
as well as recent stories in THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF THE JOKER, whatever-
the-DICK-TRACY-anthology-was, etc.

Two messages in one day where I was able to recommend my two favorite
authors: Robert R. McCammon (read him, he's better than King IMHO) and F.
Paul Wilson (so's he).  Other authors I recommend if you like them: Joe
Lansdale, Ray Garton, Jeffrey Sackett, Joseph Citro, Thomas Harris.

Hunter Goatley
ACRS
Western Kentucky University               
502-745-5251
GOATHUNTER@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 22:43:44 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: Books - L. Neil Smith & F. Paul Wilson

And speaking of these two authors, a character based on LNS apparently
appears in one of FPW's books. In THE TOMB, Jack the Fix-it Man has a
neighbor in his Manhattan apartment building who every day climbs to the
roof and raises a flag bearing an A inside a circle. The name of the
character? Neil the Anarchist, of course.

Of the FPW books I've run into, THE TOMB has also been the best. Though THE
KEEP, THE TOUCH and BLACK WIND were good or better. I did not enjoy AN
ENEMY OF THE STATE and his sf book(s) anywhere near as much. (Sorry, can't
remember their titles as it's been 4-5 years).

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 03:28:07 GMT
From: turk@currituck.cs.unc.edu (Gregory Turk)
Subject: Chung Kuo (Short Review)

SPOILER ALERT!  
While I have tried to avoid revealing major plot twists, I found it
necessary to mention a few specifics from the book.  I think these fall
under the category of "minor spoilers".  Additionally, a book will never
read the same after you have read a strongly opinionated review, as is
this.

	       Chung Kuo: The Middle Kingdom
	           by David Wingrove
	      Dell Publishing, New York, 1990
	           ISBN 0-440-20761-4

		A Short Review by Greg Turk

The story of Chung Kuo begins in 2190, in a future where the entire world
is under Chinese rule.  Each of the Chinese leaders known as The Seven rule
a continent.  The Seven have kept world control in part by the slowing of
scientific progress.  A discontent group known as the Dispersionists are
waging a slow battle with the world rulers in an attempt to turn the world
towards their own goals.  All this we learn in the first few pages, and the
rest of the book is an unfolding of this battle.

There are six pages of enthusiastic reviews in my copy of Chung Kuo.  Dead
on-target are those that describe it as an engrossing political thriller.
If you are looking for intrigue, double-crossings, assassinations and the
like, then this is a book for you.  At no point did I find the pace drag.
What I did find is how off-target those same reviews were about this book
as a world-builder.  Some compared the book to Dune and The Foundation
Trilogy in its creation of a future world.  Nope, no comparison.

Future technology appeared to be sprinkled through the book as an
afterthought.  The schemes and plots played through by the characters of
this book might just as well have taken place in present times.  Sure, the
Dispersionists want to build a generation ship to visit other star systems,
but they might just as well have wanted to build an offshore oil rig for
all the impact it had on the story.  Why should we care that one of the
child geniuses (there are three in the book) might be a clone, if the fact
has no later bearing on the plot?  If I had wanted to read a political
thriller I would have visited the bestsellers rack at B. Dalton.  So why do
the publishers want to pass this off as science fiction?  This book is
called science fiction because it takes place in the future, but it misses
the spirit of science fiction.  Instead of asking the question "What
if...", this book says, "Oh, and by the way..."

Chung Kuo has a few other characteristics that lessened its enjoyment for
me.  Maybe these are standard fair in this kind of book.  I wouldn't know.
None of the characters are likable people.  The only distinguishing feature
between them is how smart they are.  Their intelligences range from
above-average to super-genius.  The few female characters are there as
either the object of men's affections or to be abused.

One final note:
This is just book one, with book two on the way.  My guess is this will be
at least a trilogy.  I think I will pass on Chung Kuo II: The Broken Wheel.

End of review.

I find that it takes a while to discover whether my tastes match those of a
given reviewer.  To help you decide whether your tastes match mine I offer
some of my likes and dislikes below.  I hope that others who post reviews
to this group will consider doing the same.

I love the writing of following people: Ursula K. LeGuin, Samuel R.
Delany, Theodore Sturgeon, Lucius Shephard, John Crowley, and John Varley.
I also enjoy old Larry Niven and Robert Silverberg.

I am not particularly interested in: Kim Stanley Robinson, Arthur C.
Clarke, Isaac Asimov, William Gibson and Anne McCaffrey, new Larry Niven
and new Robert Silverberg.  I have an aversion to books with the words
"dragon", "sword" or "Man-Kzin" in their titles.

Greg Turk
turk@cs.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 16:13:27 GMT
From: DMARKFIE@indymed.bitnet
Subject: Gene Wolfe and the Severian series

>On the subject of Gene Wolfe, are there any people out there who have read
>_The Shadow of the Torturer_ and the other books in the series?  I have
>not found many people who have read GW at all, let alone this series.
>
>Any comments?  Thoughts?

I've got most of the whole story of Severian and IMHO I found it a very
hard read.  Very slow, very plodding at times.  I realize that Gene Wolfe
has won awards, etc. but personally I did have trouble.  I enjoyed Shadow
it was just one of those books it seemed to take forever and Claw of the
Concilliator and Sword of Lichter hit me the same way but, I suppose on
the flip side Wolfe must have been doing something right for me to keep
buying and reading.  (or is it just that masochistic streak rising to the
top?)

Dave Markfield
dmarkfie@indymed.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 19:54:05 GMT
From: mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com (Mark Brown)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe and the Severian series

DMARKFIE@INDYMED.BITNET writes:
>>On the subject of Gene Wolfe, are there any people out there who have
>>read _The Shadow of the Torturer_ and the other books in the series?  I
>>have not found many people who have read GW at all, let alone this
>>series.  Any comments?  Thoughts?
>
>I've got most of the whole story of Severian and IMHO I found it a very
>hard read.  Very slow, very plodding at times.  I realize that Gene Wolfe
>has won awards, etc. but personally I did have trouble.  I enjoyed Shadow
>it was just one of those books it seemed to take forever and Claw of the
>Concilliator and Sword of Lichter hit me the same way but, I suppose on
>the flip side Wolfe must have been doing something right for me to keep
>buying and reading.  (or is it just that masochistic streak rising to the
>top?)

Or, it may just be a love of great writing. Wolfe is easily one of my five
favorite writers.

The NEW SUN series (SHADOW, CLAW, SWORD, CASTLE and URTH) is *not* an
actioner. His point is as much to play with the language, and show you his
world, as it is to tell the story (which is not necessarily about
Severian).  He has a way of describing the commonplace such that it appears
new, fresh, and downright different at times. *All* of his characters are
fully-fleshed, including several minor ones; you cannot tell which of these
people will be important later (just like in real life)(and some of them
are!) and which are there just for color.

His plots, well, let's just say that you have to be on your toes, look at
everything carefully; everything is used.

Wolfe's written some lesser stuff - FREE LIVE FREE comes to mind
immediately.  His quality is so high in general, though, that I will easily
buy everything he writes.

Mark Brown
IBM PSP
Austin, TX.
(512) 823-3741
mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com
unet!testsys.austin.ibm.com!mbrown

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 23:04:04 GMT
From: mthome@bbn.com (Mike Thome)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe and the Severian series

DMARKFIE@INDYMED.BITNET writes:
>>On the subject of Gene Wolfe, are there any people out there who have
>>read _The Shadow of the Torturer_ and the other books in the series?
>I've got most of the whole story of Severian and IMHO I found it a very
>hard read.

Not at all an uncommon experience with GW's works.  My personal feelings
about his novels run the gamut from interested frustration through near-awe
(for, say, There Are Doors and The Book of the New Sun respectively).  The
four parts of TBotNS stand out as one of my over-all favorite pieces of
fiction.

Gene Wolfe is not only one of the most literate authors out there
(especially when compared to the hacks that make up the bulk of the field),
but (in my experience) also is one of the very few writers in any genre who
is willing to experiment with truly different writing styles and devices.
Some are certainly less successful (or at least less accessible) than
others and sometimes readability suffers for the experimentation.  But
then, Pynchon, Joyce and Rushdie aren't exactly light reading, either.

Bottom line: IMHO, Gene Wolfe novels are usually *very* much worth the time
and effort.

mthome@bbn.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 03:17:40 GMT
From: tisu@quads.uchicago.edu (seth alan tisue)
Subject: Re: Pandora/Gene Wolfe

bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird) writes:
>_Soldier of the Mist_ is an excellent book, one of my favorite Gene Wolfe
>novels. I didn't find _Soldier of Arete_ as pleasurable, unfortunately. As
>far as short stories go, you can't beat _The Death of Doctor Island and
>Other Stories and Other Stories_ or his rather new anthology _Endangered
>Species_.

I FINALLY found a copy of TDoDIaOS after literally years of looking.  Dug
it up in a used bookstore.  I think it went out of print due to the demise
of Pocket's SF line in the early eighties.  I enjoyed _Endangered Species_
quite a bit, although I don't think any of Wolfe's stories match any of his
novels.  This is probably just a personal preference I have for novels in
almost all cases.  If I thought about for a while I might be able to argue
that his talents are more suited to novel-length work.

>   I must say that I feel that one of the prerequisites for being a Gene
>Wolfe fan is being able to take a sort of surreal outlook on life and, in
>fact, one has to wonder sometimes if these stories aren't associated with
>hallucinogens or some such. Sometimes, I almost feel like I'm full of
>hallucinogens because it all gets so weird.

I strongly doubt that Wolfe takes drugs.  From what I've read I've gotten
the impression that he's straight as can be; Korean war veteran and editor
of a plant engineering magazine.  (Then again, at least one prospective
Supreme Court justice smoked pot in the sixties.)

Seth Tisue
University of Chicago                              
P.O. Box 5975
Chicago IL 60680
tisu@midway.uchicago.edu                 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 18:54:22 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: Re: Name that novel

pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov writes:
>I'm trying to locate a novel to use in an upcoming meeting of a s-f club
>when we're going to be discussing works that are at the nether end of the
>quality scale.  I remember reading it in an English library years ago; it
>was about the first sex act in space (the whole mission was planned just
>for the event, most of the story centered on the choosing of the crew).
>It was hysterical.  I think it may have had the word "Venus" in the title.
>Anyone know the gem I'm talking about?

I remember a book by Ben Bova that seems familiar.  It was either _Kinsman_
or _Millenium_.  but there was more to those books than the bit you refer
to.

As I seem to recall, in the course of astronauting, the character was
required to take an attractive young female reporter up to a spacestation
to photograph it.  The other astronauts persuaded him to start a 'zero g'
club, similar to the 'mile high' club started in the thirties.

Hope this helps.

Iain McVey
mcvey@mprgate.mpr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 18:07:12 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: Name that novel (Sex in Space)

I remember reading a book called _Venus on the Halfshell_ a long while back
and thinking it was pretty funny.  I can't remember the author, though.
I'll look in my archives this evening and repost if I can find it and it
fits the description.

TCDEV008@YSUB.YSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 19:07:57 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Name that novel (Sex in Space)

TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu writes:
>I remember reading a book called _Venus on the Halfshell_ a long while
>back and thinking it was pretty funny.  I can't remember the author,
>though.  I'll look in my archives this evening and repost if I can find it
>and it fits the description.

The nome de plume was Kilgor Trout, which was the name of a mythical
science fiction author in a number of Kurt Vonnegut works. The actual
author was Philip Jose Farmer, who thought it'd be amusing to actually
write the kind of book that Vonnegut's mythical author was described to
write. Hence the pseudonym.

Presumably this'll be another of those questions that half the net answers;
it's well known folklore. Just doing my part in the Imminent Destruction of
the Net through Out of Control Bandwidth.  (Another well known legend. :-)

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 21:24:47 GMT
From: sandin@uicbert.eecs.uic.edu (Dan Sandin)
Subject: Re: Name that novel (Sex in Space)

A few sex-in-space references:

The beginning of Titan, by John Varley

Eros at Nadir, and three other books in a series, all with Eros in the
title, about a huge brothel in space.

Stephan

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 01:00:41 GMT
From: smith!dick@ast.dsd.northrop.com (Dick Smith)
Subject: Re: Name that novel (Sex in Space)

sandin@uicbert.eecs.uic.edu (Dan Sandin) writes:
>A few sex-in-space references:
>
>Eros at Nadir, and three other books in a series, all with Eros in the
>title, about a huge brothel in space.

These four books are the "Tales of the Velvet Comet" by Mike Resnick.
   Eros Ascending
   Eros at Zenith
   Eros Descending
   Eros at Nadir

They do not contain the "first sex in space incident that the original
poster was looking for.  Indeed, while they do contain some sex, their
emphasis is on the personalities of the brothel's staff and customers.  I
enjoyed them; I'm not sure they are currently in print.

Dick Smith
..!ast!smith!dick
dick%smith@ast.dsd.northrop.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Aliens (7 msgs) & Alice & Neuromancer &
                      Highlander II (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 15:29:46 GMT
From: measures@evax.uta.edu (Mark Measures)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

apm@hpopd.pwd.hp.com (Andrew Merritt) writes:
>kilian@seas.gwu.edu (Jens Kilian)
>>(After all, the Alien in part I managed to survive even after it was
>>ejected into space, and Ripley had to roast it with the drive to finish
>>it off.) Anything adapted to life in space should be able to survive in
>>ANY environment ...
>
>Does this mean the Queen in Aliens is still alive and floating around in
>space after Ripley flushed her out the airlock?  (Or has she hung on to
>the outside of the ship somewhere?).

The impression I got was that the Alien in Alien was trying to reenter the
ship somehow and Ripley prevented that by blasting it with the engines.
This is pure conjecture, but I think it would take a while for an Alien to
die in space, but it would die.  It's "skin" seems to be tougher than ours,
so perhaps its body could withstand a vacuum better than a human body
would.  However, I don't think it could withstand a vacuum indefinitely.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 91 23:50:11 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.uri.edu (J Metz)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #22

I've been reading a lot of notes concerning the actual purpose of the
Aliens (Xenomorphs, if you wish).  It appears that many people have assumed
that the aliens were a weapon of some sort, and not a species.  I beg to
differ.

   In the first movie, Ash is destroyed by Parker, Ripley, and Lambert
(played by, respectively, by Yaphet Kotto, Sigourney Weaver, and... damn!
It's right on the tip of my tongue!  I'll think of it at 3 a.m., I just
know it! :( Anyway, they re-hook up Ash, and then ask it questions as to
why it allowed the Alien on board (you remember how Ash opened up the lock
even though Ripley First Warrant officer outranked him?).  It said that it
had orders to capture and bring back one of the aliens for study in the
Bio-Weapons division, no matter what the cost.  "The crew is expendable.
Don't you understand, Ripley?" it said.  "It's the perfect organism.  It's
perfection is matched only by its hostility."  That's when they fried Ash.

   In the second movie, Ripley finds out that Burke, Carter J. authorized
the slaughter of hundreds of families even though he had read the report.
His excuse; "I made a bad call."  He points out to Ripley that if she keeps
her mouth shut, they could both come out heroes, and rich.  These creatures
"are worth millions to the Company's BioWeapons Research facility."

   Sorry, but I have both films, plus the novelization of the first by Alan
Dean Foster, and have seen both movies enough to quote them by heart. I
hope this puts the Weapon/Organism debate to rest.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 00:57:13 GMT
From: vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu (D. W. James)
Subject: Re: aliens in general

calvin@wshb.csms.com writes:
>   Well has anybody thought that maybe after the aliens adapt to a certain
>species that they have different forms and different weaknesses.  Let's
>say that maybe the alien that destroyed the aliens aboard the derelict may
>be different from the ones that Ripley encountered because they or it
>adapted to that particular species.  This also leads to the fact that
>maybe they can't readapt after they are first adapted to their host
>
>   This also seems to support the theory that they are a product of
>warfare.  What better way to destroy a non-geneticaly related enemy alien
>than to drop these critters in their laps and watch the fun.  You could
>even go to the planet and watch it first hand.  Then after all of your
>enemies have been destroyed, the creature being non-adaptable, would die
>out itsself.  Maybe they had their eye on the Earth as a drop point before
>their little accident with their weapon.
>
>   Something to think about.

   That is the basis of the arguement.  To a point.  The nasty thing about
the Alien's is that they *are* adaptable, very in fact.  The novelization,
and one scene cut from the first film, made it clear that the people on the
Nostromo that vanished were not eaten or killed, they were cocooned and
were in the process of being turned into new eggs.  That is, the alien's
life cycle is a bit more complex than the second movie makes it out to be
(this is also supported by commentary by the scriptwriter.)  Instead of
being simply egg --> facehugger --> chestburster --> adult -->
dead/hiberate or queen type more eggs, we get egg to adult, adult uses
captured lifeforms to make new eggs, then metamorphizes into queen, other
adults stall at adult stage since they only need one queen per colony for
high speed egg production.  The adult in Alien was about to start the
change into a queen when Ripley woke it up.

Something I thought of the other day though that is kind of interesting:
suppose the facehuggers in the hold of the alien ship got disturbed, enough
so that their ability to identify 'friends' (other Aliens) got scrambled,
and they started trying to implant in other facehuggers.

vnend@princeton.edu
vnend@pucc.bitnet
{backbone}!princeton!nudity!vnend        

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 91 13:13:20 GMT
From: d9bertil@dtek.chalmers.se (Bertil Jonell)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #22

PYC107@URIACC.URI.EDU (J Metz) writes:
>   Sorry, but I have both films, plus the novelization of the first by
> Alan Dean Foster, and have seen both movies enough to quote them by
> heart. I hope this puts the Weapon/Organism debate to rest.

  Not really, It only proves that the aliens weren't designed by the
Company.  It says nothing about whether they originally were designed by
some other non-human species for use as bio-weapons.
  That's what the debate was about (I think).

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 17:23:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Alien & Aliens

>I always thought of the Aliens as spaceborn.

Someone mentioned before that a spaceborn alien would be destroyed by the
pressure of a planet's atmosphere.  Let me add that a spaceborn alien
wouldn't have arms or legs, since they are used only with gravity.  A
spaceborn alien wouldn't have any appendages that I can see, or, for that
matter, a food source.  Unless of course it could survive on cosmic rays.
(I've done a lot of thinking about this because I created a spaceborn race
of my own.)

>Clinging to the hull somewhere?
>Floating out in space plotting another sequel?

It's probably not attached to the hull.  The view we saw of the female
convinced me that it's a long way away from the Sulaco.  Also, it appeared
to be caught in LV426's gravity well.

 Someone suggested to me that a sequel might go like this:
   Bishop, like Ash, was programmed to bring a facehugger back with him.
(Remember, Burke was eager to reassure Ripley that he couldn't harm them.)
Bishop is, however, programmed also not to harm humans.  Here's the
clincher.  Hicks has become "gestated" with a creature.  Bishop got the
facehugger off medically (he'd studied the colony's medical records
extensively.  They could remove a facehugger but it killed the host; Bishop
might have discovered a way to remove it and leave Hicks alive.  Hicks,
like Kane, wouldn't have remembered a thing.
   The facehugger, after it had planted the ovum, would have remained
alive to keep the host (Hicks) alive like the one on Kane did.  Perhaps
after removal the facehugger would stay alive, with an unlimited supply of
ova to plant on other hosts.  So the two that Burke threw at Ripley and
Newt fit in.
   Hicks is in suspended animation - Bishop knew that Ripley would suggest
that.  Parker, in Alien, suggested that freezing Kane might keep the
disease (for they didn't yet know that Kane was a host) from spreading.
   When the Sulaco finally gets back to Gateway, Hicks is taken into the
infirmary and the Company doctors do their best.  Which is, of course, the
worst; An Alien matures and escapes on Gateway.
   Actually, it sounds like it might work.  Of course there'e no monastary
in this version, but there is consistency.  Remember, Bishop said that
Burke "Made it very clear" that he wanted a facehugger back on Earth.

BTW, just was does "Nostromo" and "Sulaco" mean?  I think I heard a
Japanese woman say 'sulaco' in conversation, but I'm not sure.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 91 16:34:00 GMT
From: PSYCHO@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Scott)
Subject: Aliens

Wasn't it said some time back that the actual name of The Company was
mentioned briefly (or appeared written in the background) of the original
movie Alien ?

I also notice people arguing whether Gateway was built during the 57 years
Ripley was asleep or not.  What is Gateway ?  Is it important ?

I'm told that it was originally intended for the camera to pan to an egg
laid by the Alien , waiting for Ripley to wake at the end of the first
movie.
 They cut the footage out to give a nice peaceful ending, but didn't change
the music in the background, so you can still hear a definite "cliffhanger"
type musical ending.  How odd.  Wonder if the soundtrack album is like that
too ?

Scott Frank
PSYCHO@KSUVM.KSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 11:17:00 GMT
From: ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney)
Subject: Alien III:Alien World

   James Cameron directs (I think(I HOPE!!)).

   Sigourney Weaver reappears (for 2.5 million pounds)

   It is mostly based on a large spacecraft (or possibly Gateway Station)
a la Alien.It is NOT necessarily the last ALIEN movie.

   Most interesting of all is the subtitle:

		  "The Queen is Dead,Long live the KING"

   I saw this magazine in December, if anybody knows what it is could they
let me know.  It also had some (very interesting) drawings of an ALIEN
king!

LJPM@uk.ac.cf.cm

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 02:50:56 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: ALICE

				   ALICE
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  Rod Serling could have done a lot more
     with this story in a lot less time.  A Bloomingdale's sort of
     woman gets magical means to examine her life.  If you think
     that is unbelievable, wait until you see what she decides to
     do with the knowledge!  Good actors in most roles but the
     lead.  One of Woody Allen's worst misfires.  Rating: low 0
     (-4 to +4).

   Woody Allen's work is getting spotty these days.  It was once true that
an Allen film could be depended on to be worth seeing.  He cannot be
faulted for a CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS and at least HANNAH AND HER SISTERS
was a popular success, but every once in a while one of his films goes
really wrong.  It is hard to imagine Allen thought he could make anything
great out of the material in A MIDSUMMER SEX COMEDY.  It was surprising the
film was at all watchable.  But BROADWAY DANNY ROSE left one feeling more
could have been done with the material.  And that feeling is a lot stronger
with ALICE.  This is a film that has an intriguing concept and a terrific
cast, yet ends up as dry and uninteresting as its title.

   The title character is played by Mia Farrow.  Farrow's performances are
an acquired taste, but to the best of my knowledge Woody Allen is the only
one who has ever acquired it.  Alice is the air-headed wife of a very
successful executive when she is given magical means to examine her life,
the lives of her friends, and her relationship with her family.  What she
discovers is that she does not like her husband, for good reason.  She does
like her sister, with whom she has had a difficult relationship.  She sort
of likes a man to whom she has been attracted (played by Joe Mantegna).
Eventually her life comes together in a hokey and stereotyped way.

   And how does she get the means to examine her life?  She has back pain
and goes to a mysterious doctor in Chinatown (played by Keye Luke, who
incidentally died of a stroke on January 12).  Dr. Yang treats her with
opium and magic herbs that give her the power to see ghosts or become
invisible or change her personality.  In spite of the fact that Yang is
benevolent, this is all Fu Manchu stuff, and Allen should be ashamed to
write it into a film.

   There are, of course, a few good lines in the script to remind us that
Allen could be writing good comedy if that was what he wanted to do.  It is
hard to find a good role for Bernadette Peters, but she does have a very
good comic scene in this film.  And a single scene is all that many of the
name actors got in this effort.  Cameo actors include Gwen Verdon, Cybill
Shepherd, Julie Kavner, Patrick O'Neal, and Bob Balaban.  Alec Baldwin has
a small role as a ghost who is usually seen in shadows.  And there are a
lot of shadows in this dark film - dark in color and often in tone.  I rate
this one a disappointing low 0 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 18:14:49 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: Neuromancer, the movie

I seem to remember someone mentioning that Neuromancer is to be made into a
movie in the near? future.  Does anyone have any word on this??  I haven't
heard it mentioned recently, I thought it was time for an update.

Thanks.

Carol
cdg@gamma.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 18:14:49 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: Highlander II

Someone (sorry to be so vague) mentioned that Highlander II is currently in
the works with SEAN CONNERY giving some kind of interview about plot
details??  I find this hard to understand since Sean's character (the noble
spaniard, can't remember his name though) gets his very noble head lopped
off in a dramatic scene over a precipice as I recall.  Now, if Connery is
to be a part of Highlander II, does he come back as a ghost?  I somehow
doubt he could regenerate his head!  In any case, does anyone know when the
movie is slated for release, and/or any plot details??

Thanks.

Carol
cdg@gamma.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 23:17:22 GMT
From: lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner)
Subject: Re: Neuromancer, the movie/ Highlander II

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>I find this hard to understand since Sean's character (the noble spaniard,
>can't remember his name though) gets his very noble head lopped off in a
>dramatic scene over a precipice as I recall.  Now, if Connery is to be a
>part of Highlander II, does he come back as a ghost?

I would suggest you go back and watch the movie again.  It starts in the
present(at a wrestling match to be precise).  Sean Connery's character,
Ramirez, has been dead for centuries, and we see him in flashbacks only.  I
have heard several rumours about what he does in the second film (some
saying Conner now has the power to bring him back to life, others
suggesting an Obi-Wan type role) but I firmly believe, and fervently hope,
that he will be used in flashbacks again.

As to when it is released, it was slated for late LAST fall.  God knows
where it is.

Chuck Turner
lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 17:48:17 GMT
From: lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner)
Subject: Re: Highlander sequels?

Highlander 2020: The Quickening was released yesterday (Feb 8th) in
Iceland.  There is no North American distributor as of yet.  Go figure.

Chuck Turner
lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 00:02:09 GMT
From: horne@sapphire.idbsu.edu (cs354- Broward Horne)
Subject: Re: Highlander sequels?

It has already opened in France, Iceland, as mentioned. It DOES have an
American distributor. I'm betting on an Easter release.

There is a brief write-up on Highlander 2 in Cinefantastique.
      
An interesting giveaway. For those who remember the original, Sean Connery
was featured in Lambert's flashbacks, and was killed sometime in the middle
centuries 16-1800.

Well, the magazine shows an outtake, with Sean Connery and Christopher
Lambert, after a bloody battle, in

                     A PARKING GARAGE.

This is gonna require a Pretty Good explanation. :)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Adams & Bellamy & Benford (3 msgs) &
                       Cherryh (3 msgs) & Crichton (7 msgs) &
                       Ellison (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 17:30:08 GMT
From: s001532@kowande.bu.oz.au (Jeremy Lee)
Subject: New Hitch-Hiker's Guide To The Galaxy book...

Yes, Douglas is writing a fifth Hitch-hikers book. How do I know? Simple.
He said so.

He was on one of his Authors tours out here to Australia a month or two
ago, flogging is new book "Last chance to see." (Superb.) and appeared on
one of our more intelligent late night news/chat shows. Here is a quote
directly from him:

"Yes, for years people kept asking me 'when are you going to write another
Hitch-hikers', and they've only just stopped, so now I'm writing a Fifth."

Typical, Eh! My guess is that Dirk Gently (alias : "Svlad Cjelli") will be
in it too, as a lot of things have been coming together. Thor, from "Long
Dark Tea-Time of the Soul" had previously appeared at The Restaraunt at the
End of the Universe, and at the Most Destructive Party Ever. A repeat
meeting with Arthur should be interesting, if it happens.

And what about "Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency." Best book ever
written, I say. I have read it 13 times. Does anyone know if Douglas Adams
has a direct email address, or something like that? There are a few
questions I would like to ask. Maybe some of you guys know.

First, what about the third ghost. What's his story. I think I can guess
but I'm not too reliable. There IS a third ghost, though.  Evidence
everywhere. I won't spoil it for others, but email me if you really want to
know.

Second, Is Reg Dirk? Read that again just so it's clear. I will be very
interested to know if Dirk, after mastering the I Ching calculator decides
to learn how to use an abacus as well. If so, perhaps we will find out what
Reg retired from.

FLASH: Hey! Douglas wrote some Doctor Who, right! Ace calls him "Professor"
in the last series, right! Reg is a very old professor with a time machine,
right! So perhaps he's The Doctor near the end of his 12th regeneration!
Just some random electrical impulses floating around my synapses.

Jeremy Lee

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 23:56:08 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Reynolds and Bellamy (was Re: Amber and Bellamy)

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>Also, I read Edward Bellamy's _Looking Backward_ some time ago, and,
>although dry (aren't *all* Utopia books dry?) found it a good story.  Now
>I hear that Mack Reynolds has written two books in Julian West's universe,
>effectively rewriting _Looking Backwards_ and _Equality_. Exactly what's
>going on here?  and, what are the copyright laws for such an old book?

"Looking Backward from the Year 2000" came out in the early seventies.
There were several other books set in that future, "Equality in the Year
2000" and "The Towers of Utopia" are all that come to mind.  Inspired by,
but not related to Bellamy's books, though it's been a long time since I
read Bellamy.  The first book is about a 1970 corpsicle resurrected thirty
years later to find some rather extreme political and social changes which
have already been contradicted by the last twenty years.  I found them to
be entertaining, though not exactly world shaking, a consistent reaction I
have to Reynolds.

There is no direct connection between Reynolds' and Bellamy's stories, so
there wouldn't likely be any copyright problems even if Bellamy's books
weren't so old as to at this point in the public domain, along with Mark
Twain's and E. A. Poe's.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 04:42:37 GMT
From: frantz@cs.utexas.edu (Jacob Paul Frantz)
Subject: Gregory Benford and that hanging feeling...

Hi all,

   I have a question about Benford's books:
      In The Ocean Of Night and Across The Sea Of Suns and
      Great Sky River and Tides Of Light.

Besides both series having an aquatic flavor to the titles, another
annoying trait is that both seem to leave the reader hanging and wondering
what is going to happen next. My question is this, is he going to write
anymore books in either series or are we left to wonder about what happens?

Thanks in advance.

JP
frantz@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 18:00:30 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford and that hanging feeling...

frantz@cs.utexas.edu (Jacob Paul Frantz) writes:
>I have a question about Benford's books:
>   In The Ocean Of Night and Across The Sea Of Suns and
>   Great Sky River and Tides Of Light.
[...]
>My question is this, is he going to write anymore books in either series
>or are we left to wonder about what happens?

OK, you realize that GSR and TOL *are* the sequels of the story begun in
the other two, right?  This is eventually made clear in the appendices to
TOL, if nowhere else.  The "story" of what happened after Across the Sea of
Suns is told there.  Admittedly there's an eon or two of history that would
make interesting stories in there, but we already know how they turn out,
so I'd rather hear what happens next after TOL.

I must say, if it were just the prose I paid attention to, Benford must be
one of the worst writers around.  The sheer scale of his imagination and
his unrelenting pessimism make these books worth reading for me, though,
and in fact I find GSR and TOL to be pretty good books (the other two I'm
less crazy about).  But imagine if he could *write* too; his subjects
demand a kind of lyricism he's just not capable of.  (And imagine if he
could write a main character who wasn't an aging (English)man with doubts
about his sexuality.  Does anyone else find Benford's main characters
extremely repetitious?)

Anyway, I assume he'll get back to the rest of the TOL story someday.  It's
clear he has more planned.

Rod Johnson
(313) 650 2315 
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 21:27:00 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford and that hanging feeling...

  Benford actually has managed one well written book - _Timescape_, and it
is very good indeed, well worth all the awards it won.  Also I thought the
earthbound parts of AtSoS were good (especially the first).  _Timescape_
has that good ol' Benford pessimism, too... that's not a spoiler, is it?

Tom Hyer

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 19:39:42 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Any C. J. Cherryh fans out there?

Has anyone else out there ever read Wave Without A Shore by C. J. Cherryh?

Does anyone know if she will be attending any conventions in the DC/MD area
anytime soon?

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 13:20:35 GMT
From: connie!rdavis@convex.com (Ray Davis)
Subject: Re: Cherryh Book List

railfan@buhub.bradley.edu (Kevin Payne) writes:
>Does anyone know of a listing of all the books that take place in C.J.
>Cherryh's Union-Cyteen-Chanur-Merovingen universe?
>
>Downbelow Station
>Merchanter's Luck
>The Pride of Chanur
>Chanur's Venture
>The Kif Strike Back
>Chanur's Homecoming
>Forty Thousand in Gehenna
>All the Merovingen Nights anthologies
>Angel With a Sword
>Rimrunners (?)

You skipped Cyteen (the most important!), which is either one
book called Cyteen, or three called:
   Cyteen: The Betrayal
   Cyteen: The Rebirth
   Cyteen: The Vindication

And the Faded Sun trilogy.
And Serpent's Reach.
And Cuckoo's Egg.
Possibly, but barely, the Morgaine series.

Ray

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 17:04:39 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: Cherryh Book List

rdavis@connie.UUCP (Ray Davis) writes:
>railfan@buhub.bradley.edu (Kevin Payne) writes:
>>Does anyone know of a listing of all the books that take place in
>>C.J. Cherryh's Union-Cyteen-Chanur-Merovingen universe?
>>
>>Downbelow Station
>>Merchanter's Luck
>>The Pride of Chanur
>>Chanur's Venture
>>The Kif Strike Back
>>Chanur's Homecoming
>>Forty Thousand in Gehenna
>>All the Merovingen Nights anthologies
>>Angel With a Sword
>>Rimrunners (?)
>
>You skipped Cyteen (the most important!), which is either one
>book called Cyteen, or three called:
>   Cyteen: The Betrayal
>   Cyteen: The Rebirth
>   Cyteen: The Vindication

This was a cute trick; I started buying the paperback trilogy and then
figured out I should have bought the hardcover in the first place,
considering how much the paperbacks cost!

>And the Faded Sun trilogy.
>And Serpent's Reach.
>And Cuckoo's Egg.
>Possibly, but barely, the Morgaine series.

Also:
Voyager in Night
These three take place mostly on planets, so I'm not sure:
Hestia
Wave Without A Shore
Brothers of Earth

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 18:53:54 GMT
From: stachnik@hpcupt1.cup.hp.com (George Stachnik)
Subject: Jurassic park

I've just discovered Michael Crichton.  His book 'Jurassic Park' is a lot
of fun, and I see he's written a number of other books, some of which I've
heard of (The Andromeda Strain, The Terminal Man) some of which I haven't,
(Five Patients, Jasper Johns, Eaters of the Dead (yuk!)).  Can anybody
recommend any of Crichton's stuff?

Jurassic Park is supposed to have been bought up (film rights) by Steven
Spielberg.  I hear it will be his next big special effects extravaganza.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 12:06:16 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: Jurassic park

I certainly agree that _Jurassic Park_ was a lot of fun. I just finished it
last week. I think it would make a great!!!! movie - no classic, but
certainly worth spending 1 1/2 to 2 hours on.

Most of his stuff is written in the same style, and if you like the style,
you'll like the rest of the books.

TCDEV008@YSUB.YSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 18:02:09 GMT
From: chiu@brahms.amd.com (Timothy Chiu)
Subject: Re: Jurassic park

stachnik@hpcupt1.cup.hp.com (George Stachnik) writes:
> I've just discovered Michael Crichton.  His book 'Jurassic Park' is a lot
> of fun, and I see he's written a number of other books, some of which
> I've heard of (The Andromeda Strain, The Terminal Man) some of which I
> haven't, (Five Patients, Jasper Johns, Eaters of the Dead (yuk!)).  Can
> anybody recommend any of Crichton's stuff?

In addition to _The Andromeda Strain_, I'd highly recommend _Congo_, and
the _The Last Great Train Robbery_ (the title's not exact, but it's close).
He's also written _Sphere_, (but I'd put it on the same level as _The
Terminal Man_ - not as good as his other stuff).

I'm sure there was something else, but my memory fails me at this point and
I'm not at home in front of my book collection.

Timothy Chiu
Advanced Micro Devices
M/S 167 901 Thompson Place
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3000
chiu@brahms.amd.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 20:25:36 GMT
From: billmors@wpi.wpi.edu (William Britton Morse)
Subject: Re: Jurassic park

stachnik@hpcupt1.cup.hp.com (George Stachnik) writes:
>I've just discovered Michael Crichton.  His book 'Jurassic Park' is a lot
>of fun, and I see he's written a number of other books, some of which I've
>heard of (The Andromeda Strain, The Terminal Man) some of which I haven't,
>(Five Patients, Jasper Johns, Eaters of the Dead (yuk!)).  Can anybody
>recommend any of Crichton's stuff?

Sphere is an excellent book written by Crichton a few years ago.  It has a
storyline sort of like The Abyss, except better, more interesting and full
of excellent SCIENCE fiction.

Bill Morse
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
billmors@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 21:44:35 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: Jurassic park

stachnik@hpcupt1.cup.hp.com (George Stachnik) writes:
> I've just discovered Michael Crichton.  His book 'Jurassic Park' is a lot
> of fun, and I see he's written a number of other books, some of which
> I've heard of (The Andromeda Strain, The Terminal Man) some of which I
> haven't, (Five Patients, Jasper Johns, Eaters of the Dead (yuk!)).  Can
> anybody recommend any of Crichton's stuff?

I tried a few years ago to read _The Andromeda Strain_ and found it quite
boring.  It wasn't bad enough that I abandoned it part way through, just
not an especially good read.  (My opinion, remember) I no longer remember
enough of it to discuss it intelligently.

OTOH, I read _Jurassic Park_ a few weeks ago and found it gripping.  It was
lucky I had about six hours to spare, as I couldn't put it down.  While
reading it, I thought it would make a great movie.

Can't remember every reading anything else of his.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 20:55:05 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Jurassic park

Andromeda strain was OK; is now kind of outdated.  Terminal Man was
genuinely scary.  Congo, on the other hand was one of the most hilarious
books I've read.  Unfortunately, it was not intentional.  He happened to
write about electronics, something that I'm paid to know something about.
Among other things, he mentions a high tech battery that is really slick
because it uses Krylon.  Krylon is Dupont's brand name for spray paint.
Strange battery!  The language for image enhancement is also quite strange;
I think he did his research by reading the papers - National Enquirer,
perhaps?  (I rather liked the idea of using diamonds for semi-conductors;
too bad they have no particular value in the semiconductor industry.)

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 09:43:53 GMT
From: sbs@ciara.frame.com (Steven Sargent)
Subject: Re: Jurassic park

To the (yuk!) person: don't be put off by the title "Eaters of the dead."
It's actually an entertaining tall story about an Arab fellow who winds up
joining a series of Viking expeditions.  A definite change-up from his
drier medical sci-fi stuff.

Steven Sargent
sbs@frame.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 08:34:54 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Dangerous Visions... stalled out?

scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons) writes:
>boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>>Because Ellison has been sitting on for, oh, about 15 years now.
>
>Unfortunately it's closer to 25 years. In 1968 I saw a notice from Ellison
>saying it would be out in 1969.

That's odd. The *original* DANGEROUS VISIONS was published in 1967. The
"sequel" AGAIN, DANGEROUS VISIONS was published in 1972. Seems unlikely
that THE LAST DANGEROUS VISIONS would've been originally scheduled for 1969
publication.

I never saw a mention of LAST until after AGAIN was published. The first
publication date I ever saw for LAST was 1976.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 23:46:38 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Dangerous Visions... stalled out?

boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons) writes:
>>boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>>>Because Ellison has been sitting on for, oh, about 15 years now.
>
>> Unfortunately it's closer to 25 years. In 1968 I saw a notice from
>> Ellison saying it would be out in 1969.
>
>That's odd. The *original* DANGEROUS VISIONS was published in 1967. The
>"sequel" AGAIN, DANGEROUS VISIONS was published in 1972. Seems unlikely
>that THE LAST DANGEROUS VISIONS would've been originally scheduled for
>1969 publication.
>
>I never saw a mention of LAST until after AGAIN was published. The first
>publication date I ever saw for LAST was 1976.

I no longer have the particular edition of the book, but the circumstances
under which I read it make me very certain of the dates:

The first paperback edition of DV was a multi-volume job.  In it Ellison
wrote a new forward (i.e., not in the hardcover) describing what happened
after DV was published.  He told a detailed story of how and when it went
out of print, etc.  I believe that a modified version of this story was
printed in ADV.  In the 3-V/PB version, he said ADV would be out
simultaneous with the paperback (it wasn't) and TLDV would be out the year
after that.  In later paperback editions the new forward did not appear.  I
read the book in my High School Chemistry class, 1968-1969 school year.  So
I could be off by 1 year.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 20:01:36 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Dangerous Visions... stalled out?

The author blurb on one of Ellison's recent books contains "Ellison swears
that The Last Dangerous Visions will be published in his lifetime.  You
occasionally find stories in anthologies with a TLDV credit.  Who knows,
maybe Ellison has it ready, but is waiting until after his death so he can
have a "From Beyond the Grave" introduction.

Jim Thomas
Penn State Univ.

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Feb 91 01:53:19 GMT
From: r32554j@kaira.hut.fi (Kirsi "Kriisi" Lindh)
Subject: Malloreon & Elenium by D. Eddings

I'm a fairly new reader, so I don't know if you've had this discussion up
and going, but has Malloreon 5 - The Seers of Kell come out yet, or is it
still in print? Same goes with Elenium 3 - The Sapphire Rose.  If they have
not come out yet, does anyone have clue on when they are being published in
US or England?

I've been an Eddings fan since the Belgariad, and I've darted around Europe
in search of Malloreon 2-4 when they came out. In Finland they tend to wait
for the paperbacks, and that takes ages.

This is why I'd very much like to know the publisher and possible date when
they're going to published, I'm sick of travelling through Europe in search
for books, and would like to try to get them via a Finnish bookstore this
time.

Thanks in advance.

Kriisi

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 19:54:39 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Ruby Knight

This sequel to David Eddings's "The Diamond Throne" makes enjoyable
reading, but it's one of those fortunately rare books which retroactively
diminishes the worth of the author's earlier books.

Many of the features of the Belgariad which seemed apt or endearing are now
revealed to be the only 'voice' the author has.  The details have changed,
but most of the characters are recognizable clones of the Belgariad
characters.  And almost everybody talks like Silk.

Oh, there are differences: The Polgara clone is only three hundred years
old, the Errand clone is a girl, the Barak clone is brighter, the McGuffin
is a gem which can do almost anything, rather than a stone which can do
almost anything.  (I trust I'm making my point?)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 21:24:17 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> This sequel to David Eddings's "The Diamond Throne" makes enjoyable
> reading, but it's one of those fortunately rare books which retroactively
> diminishes the worth of the author's earlier books.
> 
> Many of the features of the Belgariad which seemed apt or endearing are
> now revealed to be the only 'voice' the author has.
[deleted]

Unhappily, I have to agree with assessment. The Mallorean books had been
suggesting to me that Eddings was only re-writing old material, but THE
DIAMOND THRONE really threw me off my feed. I hadn't expected that the day
would come that I would regret reading an Eddings' book, but with TDH, it
arrived.

I'll just have to be happy that he did write the Belgariad and HIGH HUNT.

Unfortunately, the large majority of fantasy coming out these days seems to
be even worse hacking (as in writing, and as in D&D hack-'n'-slash-ing).
I've been following Williams' Memory, Sorrow and Thorn and Jordan's Wheel
of Time, but the rest of the genre is pretty depressing.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892, Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

>Date: 15 Feb 91 22:00:11 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

Dani Zwieg writes:
>Many of the features of the Belgariad which seemed apt or endearing are
>now revealed to be the only 'voice' the author has.  The details have
>changed, but most of the characters are recognizable clones of the
>Belgariad characters.  And almost everybody talks like Silk.
>
>Oh, there are differences: The Polgara clone is only three hundred years
>old, the Errand clone is a girl, the Barak clone is brighter, the McGuffin
>is a gem which can do almost anything, rather than a stone which can do
>almost anything.  (I trust I'm making my point?)

I don't know if I'd agree with all of the comparisons you draw between the
two series.  The Elenium, although it is a good read as you say, is
definitely a pale shadow of the Belgariad and the Mallorean.

The biggest problem I have with it is that it seems very hollow.  I think
that this is reflected in the character development, or rather, a lack
thereof.  With the Belgariad we met interesting people with dark secrets in
the first few chapters, but these people were developed - they changed,
grew, and even some of the despicable ones became likeable.  I had a real
sense of knowing these characters; they seemed like real people to me.
Even Cyradis is realistic, and she has put in very few appearances so far.

The Elenium on the other hand, has static characters that haven't changed
in the past two books.  They "talk" about the friendship that they have
built up through the course of their journey, but it doesn't *feel* real to
me. It's like they are only mouthing the words.  I wouldn't call these
people Belgariad clones, except maybe in their most general sense.  The
problem with these people is that they lack distinctive characteristics to
make them stand out in a fresh way.  Also, there are too many *mysteries*.
We still don't know anything about Styrics or their magic, and we ought to
know these things by now.  Most Belgariad magic is explained decently early
on, if only because we are following Belgarion through the training
process, a technique which worked very well.

Flute is a good example.  She *should* have been a thought provoking and
interesting puzzle.  Instead, I knew who she was relatively early in the
Ruby Knight.  Then, when it was revealed, I was sitting there thinking how
stupid the characters were for not having seen it before.  Flute was not
mysterious enough, and Styric magic, which the reader at least ought to be
learning about, is too vague for me to believe in at all.

Eriond on the other hand is a very interesting and mysterious puzzle.  I
still haven't figured him out.  But I understand the magic and the world of
the Mallorean, so I am sure the clues are there, just well hidden.  That, I
think is the mark of good writing.

I think that Eddings should have taken more time with the Elenium, it is
just not well crafted enough IMHO.  Of the two series, the
Belgariad-Mallorean is by far the better and more enjoyable, but the
Elenium is still worth reading, just don't use it as a standard to judge
Eddings by.  Check out the Belgariad first.

Kerovan

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 22:43:24 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Oh, there are differences: The Polgara clone is only three hundred years
>old,

I presume that you refer to Sephrina (sp?), who cannot even cure the sick,
much less bestow immortality on a recently made snake. In spite of her
nickname she seems neither motherly nor auntish.

>the Errand clone is a girl, the Barak clone is brighter, the McGuffin is a
>gem

Flute's purpose seems to be just to be mysterious and to annoy Sparhawk.
Errand didn't get mysterious until near the end of Enchanter's Endgame.  He
existed to carry the stone that no one else dared to carry although several
probably could have. He's been more mysterous since.

>which can do almost anything, rather than a stone which can do almost
>anything.

It's not the least bit clear that the Orb of Aldur could do "almost
anything".  At best it seemed quite good at amplification.  The only things
it ever did without guidance were sing, speak, and help find Geran.
Apparently the Sapphire Rose can do just about anything its wielder is
capable of wishing for.

Which one are you calling the Barak clone? His defining feature seemed to
be his marriage.

The purpose of Sparhawk's travels are more than a little different from the
purpose of Belgarion's travels.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 03:30:27 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Malloreon & Elenium by D. Eddings

Book 5 of the Mallorean and Book 3 of the Ellenium have not been published
yet.  They will probably be published over the next two Xmas's.  They can
make the most money at Xmas.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 18:20:28 GMT
From: ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>It's not the least bit clear that the Orb of Aldur could do "almost
>anything".  At best it seemed quite good at amplification.  The only
>things it ever did without guidance were sing, speak, and help find Geran.

Several people (mainly Belgarath) at several times in the Belgarion and
Malloreon say quite explicitly that the Orb can do "almost anything".  For
example: I believe it's when Garion and Eriond leave the cave everybody's
hiding in to fight a demon, somebody's worrying about Garion and Belgarath
says, "Garion can level mountains with the Orb.  He has nothing to worry
about."  (From memory, no flames please).  In Enchanter's End Game, I
believe it is, Garion's sitting on his throne thinking about the Orb, and I
quote (more or less):
   "Torak had raised the Orb and cracked the world.  Garion knew that, if
he so chose, he could raise the Orb and repair that crack.  What was
worrying him, is as soon as the idea occurred to him, the Orb began
providing him with precise instructions as to how to go about it."  (Also
quoted from memory, though I think my memory is a bit better this time).
   Sounds like "almost anything" to me.  Admittedly, the Orb is not much on
initiative; it doesn't do things by itself.  Then again, what has the
Sapphire Rose done by itself?  The Orb at least burned Torak on its own
initiative.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 21:58:46 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>>which can do almost anything, rather than a stone which can do almost
>>anything.
>It's not the least bit clear that the Orb of Aldur could do "almost
>anything".  At best it seemed quite good at amplification.  The only
>things it ever did without guidance were sing, speak, and help find
>Geran.
 
I may have oopsed here.

>Several people (mainly Belgarath) at several times in the Belgarion and
>Malloreon say quite explicitly that the Orb can do "almost anything".  For

Belgarath may believe that, but it's not obvious that he could know.

>example: I believe it's when Garion and Eriond leave the cave everybody's
>hiding in to fight a demon, somebody's worrying about Garion and Belgarath
>says, "Garion can level mountains with the Orb.  He has nothing to worry
>about."  (From memory, no flames please).  ...

Right. In fact, as it was Belgarion rang the mountains "like a bell".  This
is raw power, but not initiative and not detail work.

I don't know why they never used the power of the Orb to translocate
themselves to where they wanted to go.

>In Enchanter's End Game, I believe it is, Garion's sitting on his throne
>thinking about the Orb, and I quote (more or less):
>
>   "Torak had raised the Orb and cracked the world.  Garion knew that, if
>he so chose, he could raise the Orb and repair that crack.  What was
>worrying him, is as soon as the idea occurred to him, the Orb began
>providing him with precise instructions as to how to go about it."  (also
>quoted from

This is why I say I might have oopsed.

This indicates raw power as well as initiative. It's not so obvious that
that the details came from the Orb. The instructions may have been simply
an inversion of the instructions from Torak.

>   Sounds like "almost anything" to me.  ...

There is at least one big gap in its power. It cannot find Geran over
water.  Other than speak, sing, and listen, it's not at all obvious that
the Orb can do anything at all complicated without outside guidance. The
most complicated thing it did was to raise Durnik, and then it had outside
guidance or power from seven gods, a sorceror, and a demi-god. It couldn't
handle the details by itself.

There is no doubt at all that the Orb has plenty of power. When Belgarion
first touched the Orb the resulting "noise" was "audible" throughout the
universe.

>...Admittedly, the Orb is not much on initiative; it doesn't do things by
>itself.  Then again, what has the Sapphire Rose done by itself?  The Orb
>at least burned Torak on its own initiative.

Tne difference between the Orb and the Sapphire Rose is that only the Orb
has any personality of its own. the Rose will not do anything on its own
initiative: it doesn't have any. Another difference is that the Sapphire
Rose can cure a poisoned queen. The Orb probably cannot without outside
guidance. The discovery that the Orb could help find Geran was the result
of the Orb's initiative.

Even if asked, without guidance the Orb could not make chip of any kind,
computer, potato, poker, or buffalo. Well, maybe a poker chip.

An H-bomb has enough power to make a compter chip, but it is much more
likely to turn lots of them into vapor than to make even a single one.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 01:45:28 GMT
From: ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>I don't know why they never used the power of the Orb to translocate
>themselves to where they wanted to go.

Good point.  Maybe they were afraid of the "noise"?  Translocation is
supposed to make the greatest amount of noise of anything sorcerers can do
(so said I believe Polgara, in Magician's Gambit?)

>>In Enchanter's End Game, I believe it is, Garion's sitting on his throne
>>thinking about the Orb, and I quote (more or less):
>>   "Torak had raised the Orb and cracked the world.  Garion knew that, if
>>he so chose, he could raise the Orb and repair that crack.  What was
>>worrying him, is as soon as the idea occurred to him, the Orb began
>>providing him with precise instructions as to how to go about it."  (also
>>quoted from
>
>This indicates raw power as well as initiative. It's not so obvious that
>that the details came from the Orb. The instructions may have been simply
>an inversion of the instructions from Torak.

If the Orb could take Torak's instructions, remember them, realize that
they are applicable, invert them, and feed them to Garion, it would have to
be at least as intelligent as a person (a conclusion which is borne out
later, when Belgarath talks to it).  This indicates a certain amount of
decision-making ability.

>There is at least one big gap in its power. It cannot find Geran over
>water.  Other than speak, sing, and listen, it's not at all obvious that
>the Orb can do anything at all complicated without outside guidance. The
>most complicated thing it did was to raise Durnik, and then it had outside
>guidance or power from seven gods, a sorceror, and a demi-god. It couldn't
>handle the details by itself.

Actually, this is true.  It does seem to require guidance of some kind,
though the implication in the passage I quoted above is that the Orb tells
Garion how to do the things he can do with it (or at least that's what I
got out of that. :-)).  In other words, I think Eddings was trying to say
that this wasn't an isolated case (which would also work against your
inverting-Torak's-instructions theory).  The Orb is user-friendly.  :-) The
fact that it can't follow Geran over water is an odd "hole" in its
abilities.  My guess would be that it would make life much too easy for
Garion et al. if it could; in other words, it's a plot element.

>>...Admittedly, the Orb is not much on initiative; it doesn't do things by
>>itself.  Then again, what has the Sapphire Rose done by itself?  The Orb
>>at least burned Torak on its own initiative.
>
>One difference between the Orb and the Sapphire Rose is that only the Orb
>has any personality of its own. the Rose will not do anything on its own
>initiative: it doesn't have any. Another difference is that the Sapphire
>Rose can cure a poisoned queen. The Orb probably cannot without outside
>guidance. The discovery that the Orb could help find Geran was the result
>of the Orb's initiative.

Of course, the Orb could certainly do it with guidance.  I mean, Polgara
can cure blindness and Garion can cure insanity, and it has more power than
both of them put together.  However, when I originally posted I was
thinking about power rather than skill, when I said it could do "almost
anything".

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 06:01:20 GMT
From: lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Lydia Leong)
Subject: Re: The Ruby Knight

>>There is at least one big gap in its power. It cannot find Geran over
>>water.
>The fact that it can't follow Geran over water is an odd "hole" in its
>abilities.  My guess would be that it would make life much too easy for
>Garion et al if it could; in other words, it's a plot element.

Well, I'd guess the Orb can't follow Geran over water because there's no
real trail. Water flows; it doesn't stay in one place. Earth at least stays
in approximately the same place all the time, plus or minus a few miles.
Water, on the other hand, is in constant motion. So there's nothing to
track.

Lydia Leong
lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Farren & Gardner & Herbert (2 msgs) &
                       Lovecraft & McCaffrey (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 03:11:19 GMT
From: bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey)
Subject: Mick Farren ?

Is there anyone out there with an interest in the works of Mick Farren ?

He's been around for many years and has produced many books (I can provide
a full (?) list if required) but, has never made made it into 'the big
time'

Is he viewed as a 'B' SF writer?  Is he an acquired taste?

Or is he just not to many people's taste?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 03:37:07 GMT
From: zlraa@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Craig Shaw Gardner

Today, I just received copies of the first two books in The Ballad of
Wuntvor.  My question is: are the early stories about Ebenezum collected
somewhere?  I know I have a couple of stories about Ebenezum and Wuntvor
traveling to Vushta in short story collections.  But I don't have them all,
and I would like to see how Wuntvor meets the Brownie, the Unicorn, the
Dragon and the Damsel.  I have seen him meet Hendrick.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 21:50:02 GMT
From: 9015P@navpgs.bitnet ("CAMPBELL SHANNON ", 9015cc.nps.navy.mil)
Subject: Frank Herbert

I was hoping to hear some comments or criticism of Frank Herbert.  I would
specifically like to talk with some of you more knowledgable sci-fi buffs
about the "Dune" trilogy and am interested to know if anyone could suggest
other titles by either Herbert, or other authors along the same vein as
"Dune". Note: yes I know he has many other books dealing with
extraterrestrial life but the others that I have tried were too far out in
his own fantasy.

C.P. SHANNON
9015p@cc.nps.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 03:06:35 GMT
From: 9015P@navpgs.bitnet (Campbell Shannon)
Subject: Re: Frank Herbert

I understand that to get the best response to my initial inquiry about
Frank Herbert, I should take a stand and try to spark some controversy, so
here goes:

My initial note was concerning Frank Herbert and the "Dune" trilogy so to
spark the fires of controversy in as many of the Sci-Fi experts out there:
I, finally propose my thesis about "Dune" which is that it in many ways
resembles J.R.R. Tolkien's Hobbit trilogy - a central character fights
great evil with the help of supernatural powers and saves the world
(universe) from that great evil.  Perhaps this is extreme
over-simplification of two of my favorite author's greatest works, but
really the themes are very similar.
   Has anyone else noticed the similarities or am I alone in this unique
thesis??

C.P. Shannon
9015p@cc.nps.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 22:58:22 GMTF
rom: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Ballantine editions of Lovecraft

David Librik (dl10507@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu) writes:
> [ regarding Lovecraft... ]
> Ballantine has come out with paperback editions, but they are quite
> defective. [...]
>
> S.T. Joshi, probably the foremost Lovecraft scholar in the U.S., is
> responsible for the massive re-editing of the Arkham House volumes: all
> the stories are finally as Lovecraft wrote them.

Well, since you didn't describe HOW the Ballantine editions are defective,
please do so!

Also, in light of the recent discussions of the "restored" _Stranger_in_a
_Strange_Land_, just how much benefit is there to reading HPL's stories as
he originally wrote them? (Other than scholarly enlightenment.) Did the
original editors actually WORSEN the stories? Every single time? Might the
interested reader be better advised to read the stories as they were
originally published?

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 11:32:00 GMT
From: damm@diku.dk (Kristian Damm Jensen)
Subject: McCaffrey: Crystal Singers

I started reading Anne McCaffrey's book "Crystal Singers" yesterday.

Having read all of the Pern-books and "The ship who sang" I was expecting a
very good book, but was rather disappointed: The phrasing of the book is
very heavy (sometimes I had to read a sentence several times to catch the
meaning), the portrayal of the characters are not as convincing as they use
to be in her other books, and most important: their actions are not.

Anybody else got an opinion on this ?

(Does she improve towards the later chapters? Otherwise I might consider
quitting the book, much as it irritates me having read only half a book.)

Kristian Damm Jensen
damm@freja.diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 14:57:32 GMT
From: grweiss@phoenix.princeton.edu (Gregory R Weiss)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: Crystal Singers

damm@diku.dk (Kristian Damm Jensen) writes:
>I started reading Anne McCaffrey's book "Crystal Singers" yesterday.
>
>Having read all of the Pern-books and "The ship who sang" I was expecting
>a very good book, but was rather disappointed: The phrasing of the book is
>very heavy (sometimes I had to read a sentence several times to catch the
>meaning), the portrayal of the characters are not as convincing as they
>use to be in her other books, and most important: their actions are not.

Hmmm, I didn't have any problem with the phrasing of Crystal Singers.  I
didn't have any problems with the portrayal of the characters either, but
then, my level of "suspension of disbelief" can get pretty high.  The
actions of the various Crystal Singers seem strange at first, perhaps even
arrogant or bizarre, but much of that is explored later in the book.  The
symbiont's relationship to Killishandra is one of the main threads of the
story.

>Anybody else got an opinion on this ?

I do. :-) It's one of the few McCaffrey books I've read more than twice.  I
think I enjoyed it more than the 'dragon' books because it was
self-contained (i.e. not spread out over many volumes).  The 'dragon' books
get all muddled up in my mind (disclaimer: a problem with my mind, not the
'dragon' books).  I also liked the book because I love to sing, and I could
relate to several different other aspects of the story.

>(Does she improve towards the later chapters? Otherwise I might consider
>quitting the book - much as it irritates me having read only half a book.)

I'd keep reading, you might enjoy the second half more.

Greg Weiss 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 18:29:31 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Crystal Singer (SPOILER)

_Crystal Singer_ is a good book, in my opinion.  _Killishandra_ almost
isn't worth the paper it's printed on.  You can judge the difference
between the two by looking at the disparity in cover art; Killishandra goes
from a lean, striking, almost harsh figure on _Crystal Singer_ to vapid
ingenue with breasts sticking out on the cover of _Killishandra_.

There is a collection of four volumes of short stories, by many authors,
called Continuum (is that how you spell that?).  The idea was that a story
would start in volume 1 and continue through volume 4.  This is where the
_Crystal Singer_ plot originated.  It is very well written, and readers of
both will doubtless find similarities, but Killishandra is betrayed and
left outside in a storm to die by a fellow singer in order to mark a claim
(he leaves and comes back; she's there dead and he gets all the spoils).
Our heroine, not to be double-crossed by anyone, crawls into a crevice to
die (death by perfect pitch!), knowing that the other singer will not be
able to find the place again.

The passage that describes this is one of the best I've ever read, not just
of McCaffrey but anyone but, it certainly didn't leave room for
Killishandra to have more adventures!  If you can lay hands on these books
(and sadly, they're probably out of print) it would be worth it.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 16:23:35 GMT
From: tkogoma@triton.unm.edu (Gym Z. Quirk)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: Crystal Singers

damm@diku.dk (Kristian Damm Jensen) writes:
>I started reading Anne McCaffrey's book "Crystal Singers" yesterday.
>
>Having read all of the Pern-books and "The ship who sang" I was expecting
>a very good book, but was rather disappointed: The phrasing of the book is
>very heavy (sometimes I had to read a sentence several times to catch the
>meaning), the portrayal of the characters are not as convincing as they
>use to be in her other books, and most important: their actions are not.
>
>Anybody else got an opinion on this ?

I have developed a love/hate relationship with McCaffrey's books.  I love
her Pern stuff, but have come to consider most of her other works as a
waste of innocent trees.  (I will admit that I did enjoy _Decision at
Doona_, but that's the only non-Pern book of hers I've managed to read
completely and enjoy.)  I am particularly annoyed at her attempt to forge
all of her stories into a coherent "future history".  Why is there this
compulsion for authors to attempt to unify *all* of their major works into
a single timeline?

>(Does she improve towards the later chapters? Otherwise I might consider
>quitting the book, much as it irritates me having read only half a book.)

It's been five or six years since I read _Crystal Singer_, but my
recollection is that the quality, such as it is, does not change through
the book.

tkogoma@triton.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 18:51:40 GMT
From: icecube@buhub.bradley.edu (Sarah Haskell)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: Crystal Singers

grweiss@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Gregory R Weiss) writes:
>Hmmm, I didn't have any problem with the phrasing of Crystal Singers.  I
>didn't have any problems with the portrayal of the characters either, but
>then, my level of "suspension of disbelief" can get pretty high.  The
>actions of the various Crystal Singers seem strange at first, perhaps even
>arrogant or bizarre, but much of that is explored later in the book.  The
>symbiont's relationship to Killishandra is one of the main threads of the
>story.
>
>>Anybody else got an opinion on this ?
>
>
>I do. :-) It's one of the few McCaffrey books I've read more than twice.
>I think I enjoyed it more than the 'dragon' books because it was
>self-contained (i.e. not spread out over many volumes).  The 'dragon'
>books get all muddled up in my mind (disclaimer: a problem with my mind,
>not the 'dragon' books).  I also liked the book because I love to sing,
>and I could relate to several different other aspects of the story.

There is also the book Killishandra, that takes place (a year?)  after
Crystal Singers.  Killishandra goes off world to install some crystal that
she had cut, etc.  Actually, that book is as good as the first one.  Since
she goes off world, she's the only character from the first book who's in
the second one.  (Besides the ever present guild-master.)  (There might be
one or two mentioned *briefly*, thoough)

Sarah Haskell
noao!bradley!buhub!icecube
icecube@buhub.bradley.edu
cepu!bradley!buhub!icecube@seas.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 20:02:58 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Generation Warrior (spoiler)

The third book of McCaffrey's "Planet Pirate" trilogy, this one co-authored
with Elizabeth Moon again, is at least as good as "Sassinak" and "The Death
of Sleep" until the last chapter.

Then the Thek show up.  This is not only a Deus ex Machina, but it's an
unnecessary one.  The problems set up by the book were either solved or
solvable.  Even the space battle featured still-activatable defenses, and
reinforcements a day away.  (Even if they arrived after the fleet reached
the planet, so what?  This isn't a game of hide and seek that ends when
someone touches home.)  All the Thek did was make everyone's effort
pointless.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 20:56:08 GMT
From: greyfire@ecst.csuchico.edu (Thomas L. Talley)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: Crystal Singers

tkogoma@triton.unm.edu writes:
>...managed to read completely and enjoy.)  I am particularly annoyed at
>her attempt to forge all of her stories into a coherent "future history".
>Why is there this compulsion for authors to attempt to unify *all* of
>their major works into a single timeline?

I am not certain that she is forging her books into one time line.  It
looks as though she likes the idea of the FSP as a government for her space
series but it also seems like she changes details of the FSP to fit the
current series.

You can sort of force all of her space books to fit into one universe but
it takes some work.  Not all of the details mesh, and some don't mesh at
all.  It looks as though there are several subsets of the FSP universe.

The Helva series.
Ther Pern series.
The dinosaur planet series, and the shared world series with Sassinak and
   Lunzi 
The Rowan and telepath series.
The crystal singer series.
The Doona series.

I might have missed one :-) but those are her major series that refer at
some point to the FSP, or space.  If you try to tie them together you hit
inconsistencies.  It looks more like she has a general universe thought out
and she uses it whenever she writes a book set in space.  There are certain
elements she just does not see the need to reinvent every time she writes.

Tom Talley
greyfire@cscihp.ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 13:15:50 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: Crystal Singers

Kristian Damm Jensen writes:
> I started reading Anne McCaffrey's book "Crystal Singers" yesterday.
>
> Having read all of the Pern-books and "The ship who sang" I was expecting
> a very good book, but was rather disappointed:

Crystal Singers or _The Crystal Singer_? _Killashandra_ was the second
novel, so what's the publishing date on this tome? i.e. Is it a NEW
McCaffrey offering?

I found _The Crystal Singer_ to be entertaining. Especially after reading
the 'serialized' version in the _Continuum_ books. The sequel
_Killashandra_ was pretty soppy stuff, but still managed to whisk me away
into a different world.

I can't stand her Pern stuff though. :-)

Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 01:21:44 GMT
From: espie@flamingo.stanford.edu (Marc Espie)
Subject: Re: Generation Warrior (spoiler)

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>The third book of McCaffrey's "Planet Pirate" trilogy, this one
>co-authored with Elizabeth Moon again, is at least as good as "Sassinak"
>and "The Death of Sleep" until the last chapter.
>
>Then the Thek show up.  This is not only a Deus ex Machina, but it's an
>unnecessary one.  The problems set up by the book were either solved or
>solvable.  Even the space battle featured still-activatable defenses, and
>reinforcements a day away.  (Even if they arrived after the fleet reached
>the planet, so what?  This isn't a game of hide and seek that ends when
>someone touches home.)  All the Thek did was make everyone's effort
>pointless.

I disagree strongly with you. From my point of view, ``Generation
Warriors'' is focused strongly on the different alien races in the FSP, as
``Sassinak'' focused on the Fleet. There are many, many minor characters
from different races who have an influence on the outcome, like the Ssli
larva and the Banthin who fare Dupaynil's fate.  It was anyhow obvious that
the heroes were going to win, so why not the Thek ?  They do have an
interest in the FSP, and they are at least as mysterious as the other
races. Being only part of the whole does not depreciate Sassinak's effort.
After all, who knows if there would still be a council if she hadn't been
around ? And could then have the Thek avoided a huge racial war?  I feel
that it puts the whole scene into perspective. At the same time Fleet
(Sassinak) takes temporary control of the FSP, we get once again the proof
that they are not the most powerful force in the galaxy.

I would put it to the credit of Anne McCaffrey to have avoided the pitfall
of putting *another* hundred pages of combat in that book, especially since
making the heroes win was silly; the Thek solution makes more sense to me.

By the way, I enjoyed ``Generation Warriors'' even more than Sassinak.
Personally, I feel that the Sassinak trilogy is much better than the two
Ireta novels.

What exactly do Jody Ann Lynn/Elizabeth Moon do in that collaboration ?
Does anyone know ?

Marc Espie
espie@flamingo.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 05:48:08 GMT
From: demon@desire.wright.edu (Demon Turbo From Hell)
Subject: Sassinak (yech)

   I can't agree with the people who liked Sassinak.  I thought it read
like a poorly fleshed out movie of the weak script.

   Certainly not as good as the Dragonrider trilogy.  Nowhere near the
depth or even the scene/setting of the Dragonrider books.

   If there are two more books like it, I'll have to avoid them, unless
they prove to be better books.

Brett

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Films - Neverending Story II (2 msgs) & Eve of Destruction &
               Bladerunner II (2 msgs) & Terminator II (2 msgs) &
               Star Trek 6 (6 msgs) & Batman II

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 20:06:59 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Never Ending Story II?

I recently saw commercials for "The Never Ending Story II".  I enjoyed the
first one (ok , call me sentimental, call me sappy).  Anyone know
anything about the new release?
 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 01:13:03 GMT
From: tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee)
Subject: Re: Never Ending Story II?

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>I recently saw commercials for "The Never Ending Story II".  I enjoyed the
>first one (ok , call me sentimental, call me sappy).  Anyone know
>anything about the new release?

   As someone who thinks the book is the greatest thing since sliced bread
(and someone who was *extremely* disappointed that the movie left off
halfway through the book), I would say it was about time they finished the
story.  I hope they do a good job.

Tom Lee
BITNET:  TAB47@ISUVAX
Internet:  tjlee@iastate.edu
tab47@ccvax.iastate.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 91 18:49:35 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: EVE OF DESTRUCTION

			      EVE OF DESTRUCTION
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  A few interesting ideas are lost in the
     mindless action and violence in this less than stellar story
     of a distaff "Terminator" with a bomb in her chest.  Rating:
     -1 (-4 to +4).

   EVE OF DESTRUCTION is the sort of science fiction film that nobody minds
if you call "sci-fi."  It is an action film with a poorly thought-out
science fiction premise that happens on a few nice ideas, but generally
wastes them.  It seems that missiles are not a very subtle way to place a
nuclear bomb.  Instead, the government is going to use a robot who, short
of surgery, cannot be distinguished from an attractive blonde.  Inside the
robot's chest is a nuclear bomb about the size of a soup can.  Inside the
robot's head are many of its inventor's memories, experiences, and
attitudes.  In front of this head is the inventor's face.  The inventor is
Dr. Eve Simmons and the robot's name is Eve VIII.  So the robot really is
the Eve of Destruction (get it?).  Baghdad would know something was up if
we shot a nuclear missile at them, I guess, but would never notice anything
strange if a tall, leggy blond walked into town.  Eve VIII is being tested
(with full nuclear capability!) in real world situations such as going to
the bank.  Suddenly she runs into the unexpected, her temporary controller
is killed, and she starts running lose in the real world like a female
Terminator.  She is following instructions programmed into her head but
also enjoying new-found toys such as Uzi machine guns.  Anti-terrorist Jim
McQuade (played by Gregory Hines) and Eve Simmons (played by Renee
Soutendijk) must team up to out-fight and out-think the robot.

   Nice things could still be done with this idea, but nothing really
interesting comes out of it.  A little is made of the idea that the woman
and the robot will have some of the same thoughts, but mostly it is a
contrivance to make the needle a little easier to find in the haystack and
at the same time to make it a little more dangerous.  Eve VIII takes
particular exception to being called "bitch" and always uses it as a
trigger to go violent.  The audience knows that via repetitions, but Dr.
Simmons shows no sign of knowing it.  And when late in the film, McQuade
seems to know the trigger, we can only conclude that he learned it reading
the script.

   The robot is made of some material that is not greatly damaged in a
seventy-mile-per-hour impact, but still feels real in a slow breast fondle.
That's the material rocket scientists have been looking for for years!

   There is occasionally a little fun here, but overall the film is mostly
for a drive-in-style audience.  I rate it a -1 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 10:43:48 GMT
From: randallm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk
Subject: Bladerunner II

   Has anyone out there heard anything about the sequel to Bladerunner?  I
heard about a year ago that there was to be a sequel to be filmed on the
old BATMAN set at Elmstree, only done up a little to make it more
Bladerunner-ish.  Anyone ?

Martin Randall

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 00:34:42 GMT
From: patk@hpmwtd.hp.com (Patrick Kearney)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner II

>Has anyone out there heard anything about the sequel to Bladerunner ?  I
>heard about a year ago that there was to be a sequel to be filmed on the
>old BATMAN set at Elmstree, only done up a little to make it more
>Bladerunner-ish.  Anyone ?

Although I'm not absolutely sure that this is so, I believe that "Batman"
was made on the old "Bladerunner" sets, somewhat modified. As to whether a
sequel to "Bladerunner" is planned I have no idea. However, I do have it on
good authority that Kubrick is attempting to set up a science-fiction film;
it's based on an existing novel, whose title I don't know although it's not
by Arthur Clarke. A draft script has apparently been prepared.

Patrick Kearney

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 19:59:02 GMT
From: khansha@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Mohammed Shahbaz Khan)
Subject: Terminator II

A couple of weeks ago I saw the preview of Terminator II: Judgement Day.
They didn't show anything related to the plot, just the Terminator being
assembled (by the way, it's Schwarzenegger) and the voice of Schwarzy
saying "I'll be back!". It's supposed to be coming out in Summer 91.

Does anybody have any info regarding the plot or have any ideas what it may
be?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 22:54:42 GMT
From: pdubois@tornado.berkeley.edu (Paul DuBois)
Subject: Re: Terminator II

khansha@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Mohammed Shahbaz Khan) writes:
>A couple of weeks ago I saw the preview of Terminator II: Judgement Day.
(summary of preview deleted)
>Does anybody have any info regarding the plot or have any ideas what it
>may be?

Sarah Connor has a child, Judgement Day (Nuclear war) occurs, and the
robots send back a new-model terminator for another try.  The rebels get
their hands on an Arnold-model terminator and send it back to protect
Sarah.  Note that Arnold plays a good guy in this one.  Phooey!

pdubois@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 18:10:25 GMT
From: mikef@prodnet.la.locus.com (Mike Fryman)
Subject: Star Trek 6 - you can help make the movie

STAR TREK 6

Are you interested in helping the last Star Trek movie (Star Trek 6) be
made?  I hope so.  If you are, you can help by writing or calling in to
Paramount Pictures.  It seems that David Kirpatrick, the president of
Paramount Pictures is getting quite conservative these days, and he feels
Star Trek 6 would be too expensive to make.  He still hasn't made up his
mind.  So I am asking you to call him and his bosses (listed below) and
write to them.  This Star Trek will be good!  It is being directed by the
same man who wrote Star Trek 2 and directed Star Trek 4!

Tell them you want to see the movie and you know many others who want to
see the movie made.  Tell them you know that all the other Star Trek movies
made money and so will this one.  If no one lets him and his bosses know,
then we may never see it made!  This will be the last chance for a Star
Trek movie with the original cast!  Please call AND write to all of them.
Let them know how you feel.  Pass this on to friends.  It has to happen
immediately, if not sooner, before he makes a decision.

Paramount Pictures
David Kirpatrick .......President.........(213) 956-5090

David Kirpatrick's bosses

Frank G. Mancuso........Chairman..........(213) 956-5333
Robert Pisano...........Executive V.P. ...(213) 956-5085
Patrick B. Purcell........................(213) 956-5001

   Paramount Pictures
   555 Melrose Avenue
   Hollywood, CA  90038-3197
   (213) 956-5000

Write to each of the four men listed above, addressed "attention to" each
of them.

You can make the difference.  You can help.  We need your help.

Thank you for your support!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 16:06:18 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Star Trek 6 - you can help make the movie

mikef@prodnet.la.locus.com writes:
>Are you interested in helping the last Star Trek movie (Star Trek 6) be
>made?  I hope so.  If you are, you can help by writing or calling in to
>Paramount Pictures.  It seems that David Kirpatrick, the president of
>Paramount Pictures is getting quite conservative these days, and he feels
>Star Trek 6 would be too expensive to make.  He still hasn't made up his
>mind.  So I am asking you to call him and his boss...

What if we *don't* want it to be made?  What if we'd rather see the money
spent on developing ten projects by young independent filmmakers with some
hope of revitalizing the moribund American film industry, rather than one
more enormous, bloated, leaden, special-effects-heavy sequel squeezed out
of the Hollywood tube prechewed for consumption by
lowest-common-denominator American consumers?  How about if we worry that
every year any number of scripts of the quality of "To Sleep with Anger" go
unproduced because all of Hollywood's money and talent is tied up in
schlock like "Star Trek 6" or "Die Hard N"?  Do we still get to vote?  What
were those numbers again?

Rod Johnson
(313) 650 2315 
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 01:16:24 GMT
From: mk2r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Paul Krenitsky)
Subject: Re: Star Trek 6 - you can help make the movie

>It is being directed by the same man who wrote Star Trek 2 and directed
>Star Trek 4!

Now, I don't want to sound ignorant like last time I posted :-), so I will
pose this hypothetically.  I think that:

Harve Bennet wrote ST II.  He also directed it.
Leonard Nimoy directed ST IV. I think Bennet and Nimoy collaborated on
the script.
At least that is what I think I knew. So who would be directing and
writing?  

Mark Krenitsky

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 21:57:57 GMT
From: tkogoma@triton.unm.edu 
Subject: Re: Star Trek 6 - you can help make the movie

mk2r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Paul Krenitsky) writes:
>>It is being directed by the same man who wrote Star Trek 2 and directed
>>Star Trek 4!
>
>Now, I don't want to sound ignorant like last time I posted :-), so I will
>pose this hypothetically.  I think that:
>
>Harve Bennet wrote ST II.  He also directed it.
>Leonard Nimoy directed ST IV. I think Bennet and Nimoy collaborated on
>the script.
>At least that is what I think I knew. So who would be directing and
>writing?   

{*Sigh*} The only thing that is more dangerous than complete ignorance, is
partial ignorance.;-)

Nicholas Meyer has been given the job of directing ST-VI.  His other ST
movie of note is ST-II:TWoK.  I'm not certain about the script source, but
the current rumor is that Meyer did the story outline.

Of further note, James Horner, composer of the ST-II/III soundtrack is
supposed to have been tapped to to the soundtrack for ST-VI.

Of course, as this news is mostly from usenet sources, you know how
accurate it is;-)

tkogoma@triton.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 07:27:52 GMT
From: gharlane@ratserv.ccs.csus.edu (GOE)
Subject: Star Trek 6

Mark Krenitsky said:
> Harve Bennet wrote ST II.  He also directed it.
> Leonard Nimoy directed ST IV. I think Bennet and Nimoy collaborated on
> the script.
> At least that is what I think I knew. So who would be directing and
> writing?   

   Bite your tongue.  Nicholas Meyer ("THE SEVEN-PERCENT SOLUTION," "THE
WEST END HORROR," "TIME AFTER TIME," etc.)  was the director of II.  He was
also a major script contributor; the class, characterization, and most of
what was good about the movie (and the two successors whose plotlines
derived from that script) could be attributed to his SF experience and
general plotting and writing acumen.  Most of what was stupid, incredibly
bad, abysmally nonsensical, or just plain gratuitously awful was, to no
small degree, attributable to Paramount's committee management, and most
specifically to Harve Bennett, whose work hasn't improved appreciably since
he was messing up "MOD SQUAD" twenty years back.
 
    *IF* they let Nicholas Meyer write and direct without hassling him and
messing with his budget and his script ideas, the movie would be the best
one made.  Since Mancuso is already talking "iffy" production, due to cost
levels, and the studio never HAS understood SF (or simply good work, for
that matter) don't hold your breath.  Meyer will manage to pull a number of
neat rabbits out of the hat, and will write and direct to whatever level of
excellence he's *allowed* to (he's that kind of craftsman) but if too many
Paramount stodges are hanging over his shoulder, it'll end up another
"WRATH OF KHAN..."  great direction, good characters, ridiculous plot
(since the Paramount management has to be able to *understand* it before
they'll approve it, and their perception capacity is barely capable of
dealing with the average 1954 half-hour sitcom) and just generally
*yawn*able movie.
 
   Keep your fingers crossed.  In the meantime, go dig out a tape of "TIME
AFTER TIME" or "THE SEVEN-PERCENT SOLUTION" if you want to see a couple of
good movies.  "TIME AFTER TIME" was written and directed by Meyer, and will
give you an idea of what he *could* do, given his head.

   I don't expect to *ever* see a good STAR TREK movie unless it's made
independently.  My pick would be Ellison, Steve Barnes, and Meyer as the
writing team, with *NO* studio interference allowed; and Meyer as director.
Producer and general consultant: Gail Hurd.  Bennett should be sent to the
beach at Tijuana for two years (without pay) to research sand while the
movie is in production, and Roddenberry and Barrett should be sent on a
round-the-world cruise at the same time.  Nimoy should be retained as
standby director in case Paramount manages to remove Meyer during shooting.
Sound good?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 02:40:37 GMT
From: bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird)
Subject: Re: Star Trek 6

gharlane@ratserv.csus.edu (GOE) writes:
>   I don't expect to *ever* see a good STAR TREK movie unless it's made
>independently.  My pick would be Ellison, Steve Barnes, and Meyer as the
>writing team, with *NO* studio interference allowed; and Meyer as
>director.  Producer and general consultant: Gail Hurd.

Hmmm. Wouldn't mind seing David Gerrold on that list. He's got _The Trouble
With Tribbles_ as credit (heh), and has proven he can write serious
science- fiction with the War Against the Chtorr series and Voyage of the
Star Wolf.  He also does excellent work with character developement. I
suppose Barnes has done screen writing before? Personally, I'd pick Niven
or Pournelle over Barnes. _The Legacy of Herot_ represents a book that
definitely should have been made into a movie, for it was a very visual
novel. Any idea who is responsible for trouncing the Star Trek: The Next
Generation plots? For example, the one in which Commander Riker "loses" his
memory started out very good and it would be hard to imagine that the
original writer would have decided to end it so stupidly. I still find it
hard to believe that so much plot can be torn up so quickly.

>Bennett should be sent to the beach at Tijuana for two years (without pay)
>to research sand while the movie is in production, and Roddenberry and
>Barrett should be sent on a round-the-world cruise at the same time.

I keep hearing that Roddenberry is a flake. Is he really that bad?

>Nimoy should be retained as standby director in case Paramount manages to
>remove Meyer during shooting.  Sound good?

Nimoy has done some good work. Personally, I thought Star Trek IV was a
little too campy, but never-the-less... Anybody have a list of movies that
Harlan Ellison has helped write?

Shawn L. Baird
17650 SE Cason Rd.  
Gladstone, OR  97027
bairds@eecs.ee.pdx.edu
...uunet!tektronix!psueea!eecs!bairds

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 19:24:47 GMT
From: mkelly@s850.mwc.edu (mike kelly)
Subject: Batman II and Highlander II

Does anyone know when either of these movies are coming out?  In addition,
does anyone know who is going to be in those movies?  I know that Connery
and Lambert will be in Highlander II.  But what about Batman?  I've heard
that Robin will make his debut, and I've heard possibilities that the
villain could be Danny Devito as the Penguin, Cher as Catwoman, Billy Dee
Williams as Twoface, or even that the Joker could be back.  Which is true?

Mike Kelly

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 21-Feb  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #59
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA15218; Thu, 21 Feb 91 09:30:40 EST
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 91 09:30:40 EST
Message-Id: <9102211430.AA15218@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #59
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 91 09:30:40 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #59
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 21 Feb 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 59

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Bishop & Donaldson & Farren &
                  Gardner & Gibson (2 msgs) & Herbert & 
                  McCollum (4 msgs) & McDonald & Moorcock & 
                  Niven (4 msgs) & Pratchett & Shupp & Sleator (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 14:28:07 GMT
From: bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey)
Subject: Re: New Hitch-Hiker's Guide To The Galaxy book...

s001532@kowande.bu.oz.au (Jeremy Lee) writes:
>And what about "Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency." Best book ever
>written, I say. I have read it 13 times. Does anyone know if Douglas Adams
>has a direct email address, or something like that? There are a few
>questions I would like to ask. Maybe some of you guys know.

Well I don't know his address but, in "The official HHGTTG handbook" (when
talking about the creation of the interactive game) he does say that he
'met' xxxx (name forgotten but I could look it up) via a "public bulletin
board" and exchanged many messages via this method.

Now I've no idea _what_ "public bulletin board" but it sounds as if DA is
somewhere out there on the (a) net!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 23:09:57 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: The Reg in "Dirk Gently's Et Cetera"

s001532@kowande.bu.oz.au said:
> And what about "Dirk Gently's Holistic Dectective Agency." ... Is Reg
> Dirk? Read that again just so it's clear. I will be very interested to
> know if Dirk, after mastering the I Ching calculator decides to learn how
> to use an abacus as well. If so, perhaps we will find out what Reg
> retired from.  FLASH: Hey! Douglas wrote some Doctor Who, right! ... Reg
> is a very old professor with a time machine, right! So perhaps he's The
> Doctor near the end of his 12th regeneration!

Close.  Douglas Adams put in a year or so as Story Editor on Doctor Who and
wrote or co-wrote a few episodes.  One of the ones he co-wrote was "City of
Death" ("David Agnew" is given writing credit for this one; I believe that
this was a pseudonym that D.A. and the other guy [whose name I've
forgotten] agreed upon), the basic plot of which Adams cannibalized as one
of the plots of "Dirk Gently's."

Another script that Adams wrote turned into the only unfinished episode in
the show's series (so far, anyway) when some or all of the BBC went on
strike during production.  This one was called "Shada," and it's from this
script that Adams derived the character of the Reg.  

So, yes, the Reg is a Time Lord (albeit one who's forgotten that little
fact himself) and apparently a reformed Gallifreyan escaped convict to
boot, but no, he isn't the Doctor.  Of course, none of this is canonical in
either the Doctor Who or the Dirk Gently universes.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 14:58:48 GMT
From: DMARKFIE@indymed.bitnet
Subject: Michael Bishop's Atlanta

Does anyone know what books comprise Michael Bishop's future history of
Atlanta and what order they are in.  I know of Catacomb Years and A Little
Knowledge but I was wondering if there were more and how they fit into the
whole scheme of things.  Also does anyone know how or where a copy of
Catacomb Years may be obtained?

Dave Markfield

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 01:28:14 GMT
From: cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au (D J Astley)
Subject: Donaldson - Thomas Covenant

Hi,
I'm doing a thesis on popular fantasy with particular reference to the
Donaldson series on Thomas Covenant. I'm trying to find reviews of the
novels when they first came out, plus I would like to know the dates that
they were first published. Also anyone knowing the sales figures?  I need
information on all six novels and any and all information would be
appreciated.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 23:45:18 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren ?

bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey) writes:
>Is there anyone out there with an interest in the works of Mick Farren ?
>
>Is he viewed as a 'B' SF writer? Is he an acquired taste?
>
>Or is he just not to many people's taste?

If he's who I think he is, I've read about three of his books, and have in
each case been very disappointed.  He seems to set up no-win dystopic
situations for his characters, and then, just when you think everything is
hopeless, they lose!

Real life isn't depressing enough?

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 10:22:00 GMT
From: DWATKIN@liverpool.ac.uk (David Watkin)
Subject: Re: Craig Shaw Gardner

In the UK there are three books that come before The Ballad of Wuntvor.
They are known as the Ebenezum trilogy.

The Ebenezum Trilogy
   A Malady of Magicks
   A Multitude of Monsters
   A Night in the Netherhells

The Ballad of Wuntvor
   A Difficulty with Dwarves
   An Excess of Enchantments
   A Disagreement with Death

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 00:37:48 GMT
From: wab@yoda.rational.com (Bill Baker)
Subject: Re: More on William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

batman@batcave.EBay.Sun.COM (Karl Elvis MacRae) writes:
>I loved the book. But I don't think it's *that* good. I'd have to say
>that, having read all three of Gibson's 'cyberspace' novels, that you can
>watch Gibson's writing improve as he goes. He's just got a way of saying
>things, and a touch with descriptions, that really just speaks to me. Hard
>to put a clearer name to why I like him.

His command of incipient technology is great and the culture he posits is
very original but, his writing style is borrowed.  Even he admits his work
is very much influenced by William S.  Burroughs.  Check out Gibson's use
of textual pastiche and then go look at "Naked Lunch" (obviously) or "The
Soft Machine" (more obscure and harder to read).  The similarities are
painfully apparent.  Also, he lifted a good dose of Proust in
"Neuromancer," albeit an interesting derivation.

Thieving is as old as writing, but Gibson shouldn't get credit for
something he didn't develop.  The problem with sci-fi readers is that often
they read *only* sci-fi and fail to catch it when an author borrows
techniques to gussy up the high tech.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 04:51:44 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: More on William Gibson's _Neuromancer_

wab@yoda.Rational.COM (Bill Baker) writes:
>His command of incipient technology is great and the culture he posits is
>very original but, his writing style is borrowed.  Even he admits his work
>is very much influenced by William S.  Burroughs.  Check out Gibson's use
>of textual pastiche and then go look at "Naked Lunch" (obviously) or "The
>Soft Machine" (more obscure and harder to read).  The similarities are
>painfully apparent.  Also, he lifted a good dose of Proust in
>"Neuromancer," albeit an interesting derivation.
>
>Thieving is as old as writing, but Gibson shouldn't get credit for
>something he didn't develop.  The problem with sci-fi readers is that
>often they read *only* sci-fi and fail to catch it when an author borrows
>techniques to gussy up the high tech.

This is an ignorant and vicious comment. Not only is NEUROMANCER profoundly
dissimilar to NAKED LUNCH in both style and content, but William Burroughs
says so himself (he has written a letter to that effect).

I realize that this canard is but the latest iteration of net.myth, but
there is still no excuse for it. One can read Burroughs, Gibson, and Proust
(as I have) and the pathetic character of this ridiculous nonsense will
become apparent.

Gibson's primary stylistic influence, for those who bother to know
something other than SF, is Nelson Algren.

I defy anyone to actually read both NEUROMANCER and NAKED LUNCH and then
adduce evidence to support the claim that the first book borrows anything
from the second. If Burroughs himself doesn't think anything was stolen
from him, who do you think you are to assert that it was?

Finally, it is common among those who are ignorant of literature to suppose
that styles can be "stolen." But only idiots with ethical standards
profoundly lower than those they seek to condemn would throw the word
"thieving" around so glibly.

I couldn't care less whether you like Gibson or not. But lying about him
makes you contemptible.

Mike Godwin
(617) 864-0665
Electronic Frontier Foundation         
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 23:53:26 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: Frank Herbert

Campbell Shannon brought up Frank Herbert, who has written some splendid
books.  The first three Dune books are great and I've reread them several
times.  But after that I thought the series went downhill, and I finally
bailed out somewhere in _Chapterhouse Dune_.  I just didn't care anymore.
Of his other books, I think _The Dosadi Experiment_ is probably my
favorite; I reread it every few years and always seem to find something new
in it.  _Whipping Star_ is good, too, but on a much lighter level.

Didn't he also write _Orphans of the Sky_?  That's my favorite generation-
ship-which-has-forgotten-its-origins book.

I must admit that a lot of my fascination with the Dune books came from the
fact that I first read them while studying Arabic and Mideast culture/
history.  Also, I was feverish and somewhat delirious when I read _Children
of Dune_; really gave it that special touch!

Cynthia Teague
cteague@uvmvm

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 17:50:54 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Michael McCollum

   Does anyone know whether or not Mike McCollum has come out with any
other books in either his _Antares_ or his _Life Probe_ series?  Both of
them were left open ended, and it would be nice to see some more on
either of those lines.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 20:34:10 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Michael McCollum

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>Does anyone know whether or not Mike McCollum has come out with any other
>books in either his _Antares_ or his _Life Probe_ series?  Both of them
>were left open ended, and it would be nice to see some more on either of
>those lines.

To my knowledge, McCollum has only published six SF books:

_A_Greater_Infinity_ (a hilarious H. Beam Piper redux)
_Life_Probe_
_Procyon's_Promise_ (sequel to _LP_)
_Antares_Dawn_
_Antares_Passage_ (sequel to _AD_; I'm pretty sure that's the title)
_Thunder_Strike!_ (apparently not related to anything else he's written,
	though I haven't actually read it yet)

If he's written any other books, I'd be more thn happy to learn about it.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
CS6FECU@TCSVM 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 20:45:51 GMT
From: jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie)
Subject: Re: Michael McCollum

Mr. McCollum's _Antares_ serise has, as far as I can tell, just the 2 books
(_A. Dawn_ and _A. Passage_), and his _Lifeprobe_ series also has just the
2 books (_Lifeprobe_ and _Procyron's Promise_). I would also like to see a
couple more books in each one, but whether or not that happens, only time
will tell. :(
 
James G. Currie

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 21:02:52 GMT
From: jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie)
Subject: Re: Michael McCollum

   I only have one thing to add to Mr. Rawdon's list: _Thunder Strike_ is
the story of an ice asteroid holding 5x the volume of *ALL* the water in
the oceans of our planet, and the dangers it produces. Hmmm, which planet
must die??
 
James G. Currie

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 07:12:46 GMT
From: dgelbart@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Dave Gelbart)
Subject: Ian McDonald

   Whatever happened to Ian McDonald? I *loved* his DESOLATION ROAD, but
haven't been able to find his second novel, OUT ON BLUE SIX, anywhere (I
assume it bombed). Does he have any more novels in the works? Anyone know
where I can order a copy of OUT ON BLUE SIX?

Dave Gelbart
#12 4255 Sophia St.
Vancouver, BC V5V 3V6 Canada
dgelbart@questor.wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 16:15:03 GMT
From: BRIANS@umuc.bitnet ("Brian Sobus")
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16

I once saw a book containing artwork of Moorcock's Elric series.  It seemed
to me that this book was about an animated film based on the Elric series.
I have never been able to find the book again.  Nor do I remember the title
or the author.  Am I losing my mind, or does the book and/or the movie
actually exist?

Thanks in advance.

Brian Sobus
University of Maryland University College
(301) 985-7170
BRIANS@Umuc.Umd.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 11:03:40 GMT
From: cabp10@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Dan Dare)
Subject: Smoke ring sequel?

Could someone tell me if there is a sequel out to Larry Niven's "The Smoke
Ring" and "Integral Trees" as "Smoke Ring" kind of leaves you hanging out
there a little.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 00:59:57 GMT
From: leech@vivaldi.cs.unc.edu (Jonathan Leech)
Subject: Re: Smoke ring sequel?

cabp10@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Dan Dare) writes:
> Could someone tell me if there is a sequel out to Larry Niven's "The
> Smoke Ring" and "Integral Trees" as "Smoke Ring" kind of leaves you
> hanging out there a little.

   In the intro to "The Kiteman" in _N-Space_, Niven writes: "I want to get
back into the Smoke Ring universe anyway.  There's a novel I want to write
...  involving really peculiar creatures who may have been shaped in the
supernova explosion that began the Smoke Ring.  And I want to bring them
home."
   That was probably written several years back.

Jon
leech@cs.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 08:53:59 GMT
From: A.Waterworth@newcastle.ac.uk (A Waterworth)
Subject: Re: Smoke ring sequel?

I can't remember this because it's a while since I read them, but doesn't
Smoke Ring leave you "hanging out there a little" because Integral Trees is
the sequel?

(I think that's the order that they stand in - Ring followed by Trees but,
I could be wrong. As I said, it's been a while.)

Adrian Waterworth
Computing Lab
University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK. NE1 7RU.
A.Waterworth@newcastle.ac.uk
...!ukc!newcastle.ac.uk!A.Waterworth

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 20:46:37 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: Smoke ring sequel?

There's a story set in the Smoke Ring in Niven's recent "N-Space" hardback.

I was, I believe, trimmed from "The Smoke Ring", but stands fairly well on
its own.  Assuming you've read "The Integral Trees", I suppose.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 15:22:56 GMT
From: smahmad@phoenix.princeton.edu (Shaad M. Ahmad)
Subject: Pyramids (Was: Terry Pratchett)

Shawn L. Baird (bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu) writes:
>Hmmm. _Pyramids_ was my least favorite of the Pratchett series. In fact, I
>must say that I don't even consider it worth reading. Now, a parody of
>religion should be funny, and Pratchett is one of the funniest authors I
>know of. Why didn't I like _Pyramids_? I really can't say. I found the
>whole thing just kind of dragged along. Perhaps I'm just beginning to miss
>Rincewind.

   Quite a large part of the book is actually a parody of Thomas Hughes'
"Tom Brown's Schooldays". And, having read that tome in my formative years,
I can admit to finding Pratchett's send-up of Rugby (the Assassins' School)
quite hilarious.

   Of course, not being familiar with the classic might detract somewhat
from one's enjoyment of the novel.

   Regards.
                                                           
smahmad@phoenix.princeton.edu
smahmad@pucc.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 05:08:35 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Mike Shupp's THE DESTINY MAKERS

We have periodic inquiries in SF-Lovers about this series.  The third
volume of four came out some time ago, what happened to the fourth?  Well,
the "good" news is, it's out: it's called "Death's Gray Land" and
apparently hit the racks in my local bookstore today, so I assume it's out
in the chains.

The "bad" news is, it's not the end.  All of a sudden this is a *five*
volume series.  Volume five, "The Last Reckoning", is scheduled for April,
though, so you Shupp fans won't have too long to wait.  Those who, like me,
keep reading him but wonder *why*, probably weren't in that much of a hurry
anyway.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 06:14:28 GMT
From: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON)
Subject: The Green Future of Tycho

   A friend of mine and I came across a novel by Will Sleator, "The Green
Future of Tycho" and we were wondering if it was any good ?  Any comments ?

Jason William Blake
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt6502a
gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 09:43:25 GMT
From: dl10507@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (The Rambling Rover)
Subject: Re: The Green Future of Tycho

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU writes:
>A friend of mine and I came across a novel by Will Sleator, "The Green
>Future of Tycho" and we were wondering if it was any good ?  Any comments?

It is, in form, a children's book, a pretty short one.  It's got pictures
and everything.  In content, though, it's a very disturbing and unearthly
little book, about a boy who finds a stone that lets him travel through
time, and how he becomes alienated from the world and eventually chased
through time by the possible men he might become.  It sticks with you a
long time; not really (just) a children's book at all.

David Librik
d-librik@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
{uunet,att,iuvax}!uiucuxa!d-librik
nsfnet-relay::edu.uiuc.cso.uxa::d-librik

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Robinson (5 msgs) & Simmons (4 msgs) &
                      Smith & Vance & Wilson & Wingrove (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 20:00:24 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> Author: Spider Robinson
> Title: Callahan's Lady
> Ace Science Fiction paperback
> ISBN 0-441-09072-9
> 
> This is a terrible book... (much vitrol deleted)

(Without flaming)

If you enjoyed the Callahan's stories throughout the series, I see no
reason you won't enjoy these stories as well.  They aren't great
literature, but anyone who says the older stories are, is incorrect.  While
showing the strain of any (I'd say every, but I can't be sure) series as it
is pushed on, those of you who like Spider's warm fuzzies should also read
this.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 14:36:59 GMT
From: jmh@cipric.mn.org (Janet M. Huss)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

I found the review I'm referencing to be refreshing and honest.  I simply
wanted to add one thought that occurred to me upon reading this particular
book: Spider Robinson shouldn't try to write from a woman's perspective.
When he has needed to do so for a short story in the original Callahan's
books, he has pulled it off acceptably well.  When he spends an entire book
attempting to write from Maureen's perspective, the effect seems forced and
quite uncomfortable.

It isn't a terrible book; I'm glad I read it.  But it wasn't particularly
good, either; I won't read it again.

Janet Huss
jmh@cipric.mn.org

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 03:56:47 GMT
From: mkr26760@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Marq Rogers)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

leo@duttnph.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> Author: Spider Robinson
> Title: Callahan's Lady
> Ace Science Fiction paperback
> ISBN 0-441-09072-9
> 
> This is a terrible book... (much vitrol deleted)

Oh, not that bad...

It does certainly lead me to believe that Robinson knows a lot more about
bars than he does about whorehouses.

Marq

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 01:21:54 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady

jmh@cipric.mn.org (Janet M. Huss) writes:
>I found the review I'm referencing to be refreshing and honest.  I simply
>wanted to add one thought that occurred to me upon reading this particular
>book: Spider Robinson shouldn't try to write from a woman's perspective.
>When he has needed to do so for a short story in the original Callahan's
>books, he has pulled it off acceptably well.  When he spends an entire
>book attempting to write from Maureen's perspective, the effect seems
>forced and quite uncomfortable.
>
>It isn't a terrible book; I'm glad I read it.  But it wasn't particularly
>good, either; I won't read it again.

I tend to froth at the mouth and blurt obscenities at the mention of
several male writers and their weirded-out "woman's perspective": Robinson,
Varley and, sadly enough, latter-day Heinlein come immediately to
mind-froth-level.

The problem for me is in the "human sexual response according to
Robinson/Varley/Heinlein" lectures that appear about every 2 chapters, it
seems, in their novels.  The narrative gets parked whilst the author
expounds his views; female characters appear who then cheerfully and with
great gusto illustrate those views.  Any character who initially shies away
is unmercifully berated to the tune of even more exposition, and is
inevitably converted.

The intervening chapters usually contain a decently paced and plotted
adventure, which is why I'm caught dead reading the books in the first
place.  (I've given up on Heinlein, though.  It was all just too pathetic.)

I say usually, and think of immediate exceptions even to that.

Varley's GAEA trilogy is about 2 books longer than it should be, so that
revokes his pace award.

Robinson's book about the black computer wizard (titled 'something' NIGHT,
I think) has one of the most shamelessly self-serving plot devices ever
seen: An expatriate American man and his black Canadian dancer wife are
motoring through New York City with their little girl one fine day (does
this sound like Robinson's bio, so far?? Gee whiz!) when they stop to pick
a thorn from the paw of an angry black lion/genius programmer who is just
about to take control of the communications networks of the entire world
and declare NYC an independent black nation.  So who does the genius let
into his inner circle of advisors, even though his movement is stringently
based on black separatism, and even though he just met the guy and knows
nothing about him...

Actually, most of Robinson's books seem to be the thinly disguised would-be
adventures of Robinson, and I don't usually mind that aspect; it seemed
absurd in this book because he had absolutely no business being in the
story, and as a pretty good writer when not telling us all what he does for
kicks, should have seen that.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 16:10:52 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Night Of Power (was Review: Spider Robinson - Callahan's Lady)

   I found NOP very unrealistic; no sane government would tolerate the
unilateral secession of a region. About four pages after the end of the
book,the USG probably decides 'OK, we *might* loose the Mystical Magical
Uplink of the Gods (The techno device that supports Robinson's 'plot') if
we BZ New York. On the other hand, we might *not*, only 1% of BZ victims
have really bad long term side effects, and otherwise the rebels will have
the ability to screw up the USA's economy *anyway*.  Besides, if NY, NY can
get kidnapped without the USG doing anything, what's to stop every two bit
rebel with an agenda from trying to repeat the act?'

   'Time Pressure', on the other hand, I found *completely* unreadable.
Lots of 'Gosh, we SF types are nifty keen enlightened Slan' butt kissing on
SR's part. Bleh.

James Nicoll	

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 17:48:20 GMT
From: marotta@hannah.enet.dec.com (Pray for Peace  13-Feb-1991 1239)
Subject: Simmons's "Carrion Comfort"

Not science fiction, but horror.  However, it was mentioned in earlier
submissions to SF-LOVERS.  I have been happy with some horror writers
(King, Koontz, et al.).  But having read "Carrion Comfort," I cannot
recommend it.  I lean toward the supernatural horror.  Simmon's "Carrion
Comfort" is not really based on the supernatural at all (though he might
try to lead the reader to believe so at the beginning).  I don't think it's
a SPOILER to say that "Carrion Comfort" is aptly named - the book is very
"down-to-earth" (;-) and there is little or no respite from the basic flaws
and evil motivations of the characters in the story.  You can't blame
anything that happens on an unknown or supernatural force.

Not my favorite kind of book, though it might appeal to some folks.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 91 16:32:17 GMT
From: jdh92@campus.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Carrion Comfort (was Re: Hyperion and The Canterbury Tales)

moeller@convex.com (Tom Moellering) writes:
>For those that think they should have put the 2 in the same book, I would
>ask if you have read Carrion Comfort.  It is just now in paperback.  I
>have not read it (not a fan of horror), but have a friend who did.  He
>said that it was great, but it was sooo looooong.  I would think that the
>longer the book, the greater the chance of losing the reader.  And
>therefore why it was probably a wise commercial decision to split it into
>2 books, if not a wise literary decision as well.

   Does anyone else who has read Carrion Comfort think that it was actually
too long for it's own good? I felt the early setup was very effective and
very unnerving at a lot of spots, but he just got so obsessed with writing
so many horrific action-type scenes that by the time the climax finally
rolls around it's just too much. I guess my complaint is that he pulls the
same basic idea in several different surrounding and it's just the same
thing over and over so by the ending (which should be very disturbing) the
reader is somewhat numbed by everything.

   I thought it would have been an outstanding 400-500 page book, but not a
900 page book. Anyone else agree or have opposing thoughts on what the
additional pages added?

Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore PA 19081
JDH92@campus.swarthmore.edu
JDH92@SWARTHMR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 02:14:12 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: The Fall of Hyperion

I'm surprised I haven't heard (at least I don't remember hearing) anything
about it, but _The Fall of Hyperion_ is out in PB! This snuck up on me;
I've been *waiting* for it to come out so I can go ahead and read Hyperion.
I started Hyperion several months ago and fortunately only read a couple of
chapters before I found out that it was only the first half of a book! (I'm
not making any comments about that splitting.) I hope to be able to read at
least most of it this weekend. Everyone rush out and get TFoH and read it
so we can bombard SFLOVERS with Hyperion postings soon!

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
Bitnet: HEROY@LSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 03:24:00 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (King of Sunset Town)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*no spoilers*)

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I'm surprised I haven't heard (at least I don't remember hearing) anything
>about it, but _The Fall of Hyperion_ is out in PB! This snuck up on me;
>I've been *waiting* for it to come out so I can go ahead and read
>Hyperion. I started Hyperion several months ago and fortunately only read
>a couple of chapters before I found out that it was only the first half of
>a book! (I'm not making any comments about that splitting.) I hope to be
>able to read at least most of it this weekend. Everyone rush out and get
>TFoH and read it so we can bombard SFLOVERS with Hyperion postings soon!

Begin bombardment here:

  I read _Hyperion_ about two weeks ago and I was *amazed*.  It's been a
LONG time since I've read writing that left me in such a state of awe (I
think Herbert and Tolkien were the last, and only, ones).  I can't remember
the last time I read a work where I had NO idea what was going to happen
next.

  Simmons has created, IMHO, one of the most believable universes I've ever
read.  And it is vividly, realistically described.  Plus, the neat
parallel with the Canterbury Tales was well done (and well timed, as I just
finished a 10 week course on the CT!).

  The Poet's Tale deserves a special mention.  It is without a doubt the
best example of literary closure I've ever experienced.  When I read the
last line, I *felt* as if I'd come full circle.  A very very fulfilling
feeling.

  Last week, I picked up a copy of _Fall of Hyperion_.  I'd been putting
off buying it because I kinda need to pass some classes.  I started it at
4pm and finished at 2:47am the next morning.  It was an incredible
experience.

  Lest you think I didn't find any flaws, I'll mention the one thing that
bothered me: the graphic nature of the gory descriptions.  I realize that
Simmons also writes Horror, so some us this is a natural aspect of his
writing style.  For me, however, the vivid nature of some of the scenes
made me step back from the narrative.  This, according to my professors
(who may not know any better than me :) ), is not a desirable thing.

All in all, the two books have had the largest impact on me of anything
I've read in quite some time.

  Thank you, Dan Simmons.  Wherever you are.

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 15:19:44 GMT
From: matth@mars.njit.edu (Matthew Harelick)
Subject: Clark Ashton Smith

 Hello Everyone, 
   Are there in any Clark Ashton Smith fans out there? I would like to
start a discussion regarding his works.
   
Mat

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 20:30:20 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: "Ecce and Old Earth" is out

"Ecce and Old Earth" by Jack Vance
   copyright 1991
   published by Underwood-Miller $75.00

   Well the sequel to "Araminta Station" is finally out, though not yet for
the squeamish of pocket-book.  The rest of you will have to wait and suffer
more :-) For those who haven't read "Araminta Station" yet, this will be
spoilers.
   We have Glawen Clattuc and Wayness Tamm following separate paths while
trying to locate the lost charter and title to Cadwall.  Wayness starts by
finding the current locations of Naturalist documents and working back
toward where they came from, and Glawen, after foiling another Yip plan on
Cadwall, starts with Eustace Chilke's mother and follows the trail forward.
   I really don't know how to go into more detail with letting out
spoilers, but this book still has many of the elements I read Vance for.
Very colorful language, interesting settings, and odd people.  One 'dandy'
in Kiev, trying to get Wayness to join him at his apartment actually
bemoans the fact that she hasn't yet heard the chirping of his pet cricket.
   For me it wasn't as satisfying as "Araminta Station" and I think it's
because, after reading the first section about Glawen's actions on Cadwall,
it was like starting a new book getting my mind working with Wayness.  In
addition, I think Vance may be writing differently due to his eyesight and
age.  "Ecce..." was more compact than "Araminta..."  throughout, almost as
if he were making sure we get to see more of Glawen and Wayness before he
loses the ability or desire to write.  Still, "Ecce and Old Earth" is
better than most of the other new SF I've been reading lately and better
than much of the rest of Vance's work ( since I've read over 60 novels and
collections by Jack Vance many of you may wish to know that I am just a tad
biased :-)
   For anyone who liked "Araminta Station", I would definitely recommend
continuing with "Ecce and Old Earth".  If you haven't read "Araminta
Station" yet, get your a** in gear :-)

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 22:56:49 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Dydeetown World by F. Paul Wilson

Andy C (andres@cbnewsj.att.com) writes:
> [_Dydeetown_World_, by Dr. F. Paul Wilson] is a SICK book!  Somewhat
> enjoyable, with some rather disturbing scenes in it, you can tell he is a
> horror writer trying to do sf.
>
> BTW, F. Paul is my General Practitioner....

Gee, I thought _Dydeetown_World_ was hilarious! Don't remember anything
that I'd call "sick." I quite loved it.

Also, while F. Paul Wilson may be known more for his horror than for his
SF, I have the impression that his output is pretty equally balanced
between the two. Witness the list of titles someone earlier posted here.
Also, if you read his recent anthology, _Soft_and_Others_, I think you'll
find about half the stories there to be SF.

But hey, he's YOUR doctor, so how's about you ask him? What does he
consider himself to be more of, an SF writer or a horror writer?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 14:14:01 GMT
From: mbishop@prg.ox.ac.uk (Matthew Bishop)
Subject: Chung Kuo (Short Review)

turk@curritcuk.cs.unc.edu (Gregory Turk) writes:
>This is just book one, with book two on the way. My guess is this will be
>at least a trilogy.

When he spoke to the Oxford SF Group last November, David Wingrove said it
was going to be *much* longer than that; eight books, if I remember
correctly (an octalogy?). Yes, he does have the plot planned for all eight
of them and no, I don't intend to buy or read any of them. :-)

Matt Bishop
mbishop@prg.oxford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 15:06:57 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Chung Kuo (Short Review)

The general tenor here seems to be that Wingrove's book is political
thriller cloaked in a sci-fi cover; I would agree with this analysis.  When
I first read it, I was reminded of a cross between, say, James Clavell and
Arthur Clarke.  This is not really a hot science fiction work, it isn't
even a hot political thriller, but if you like science fiction AND
political thrillers, as do I, then you will probably like this book.  If Le
Carre or Trevanian make your ears bleed then you should stay clear of
Wingrove.  Charles de Lint thought that Chung Kuo was 'amazingly good'.
Does anyone know whether de Lint is a good reviewer?  I like Chung Kuo, but
I would have to say that de Lint missed the ol' ferry on this one.

Vik

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Waldrop & Wingrove & Zahn (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 16:26:33 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: STRANGE THINGS IN CLOSE UP by Howard Waldrop

	       STRANGE THINGS IN CLOSE UP by Howard Waldrop
		 Legend, 1990, ISBN 0-09-964440-1, L4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This long-awaited collection of Howard Waldrop's work is, alas, almost
impossible to find in the United States.  Since the original publications
of most of them were also hard to find (Waldrop explains in one of his
introductions why he has the reputation of selling to the lowest bidder),
this is a double whammy.  So far as I can tell, this is an omnibus volume
which includes HOWARD WHO? (Doubleday, 1986) and ALL ABOUT STRANGE MONSTERS
OF THE RECENT PAST (Ursus Imprints, 1987).  Lots of luck finding those
either.  However, large specialty stores will probably have a limited
supply of STRANGE THINGS IN CLOSE UP, or try your favorite mail order
house.  Is it worth all that effort?  Yes.

   HOWARD WHO? comprises the first twelve stories in STRANGE THINGS IN
CLOSE UP.  The first is "The Ugly Chickens."  If you know only one Howard
Waldrop story, chances are this is it.  You will get two things from
reading this story: an encyclopedic (well, almost) knowledge of the dodo,
and an inkling of what makes Waldrop's stories so unique.

   "Der Untergang des Abendlandesmenschen" has Bronco Billy and William S.
Hart helping Hermann Goering fight a vampire in a typical Waldrop
"alternate history" where unlikely people get together and do unlikely
things.  The "split point" of these universes - the event that causes them
to differ from ours, seems to be some time when the ancient Israelites
threw some peyote mushrooms in with their burnt offering and God got more
than just a "sweet savour."  Certainly no rational explanation will
suffice.

   "Ike at the Mike" is another alternate history: Dwight David Eisenhower
is a rock star and Elvis Aaron Presley a successful politician.  A whole
bunch of other famous people turned out differently too.  But I'm not a big
rock music fan and so found this less involving than some of Waldrop's
other works, even though this did win a Hugo.

   If you like old horror movies (and my old I mean 1940s, not EVIL DEAD I
or even CARRIE), you will appreciate "Dr. Hudson's Secret Gorilla," an old
story told from a new point of view.  (If the names Rondo Hatton and George
Zucco ring no bells, however, you may react as I did to "Ike at the Mike.")

   Once, scientists believed in phlogiston.  A hundred years later it was
just another crackpot idea.  But what if it wasn't?  Well, "The World as We
Know't" gives us one look at what might have happened.  As with many of
Waldrop's stories, it's not a pleasant look - one problem with describing a
Waldrop story is that its bizarreness makes it sound like a fun romp when
frequently it's quite the opposite.

   "Green Brother" is a story of mysticism set among the Lakota Indians.
In his introduction Waldrop talks about his penchant for telling stories of
"cultural and biological losers and underdogs."  One possible reason he
doesn't mention is that be doing so he can give them another chance, if not
to emerge totally victorious, at least to rise higher, or last longer, or
have that "one brief shining moment."  And if not that, to try to
understand why not.

   George R. R. Martin describes "Mary Margaret Road-Grader" as a "tour de
force about post-holocaust tractor pulls."  Well, it's certainly the best
story in that genre I'VE ever read.  Okay, sorry, old joke.  And it was,
after all, nominated for a Nebula.

   The next story is a total change of pace.  (Well, to a great extent they
all are.)  "Save a Place in the Lifeboat for Me" was inspired by the
question, "Where were you the Day the Music Died?"  Can Laurel and Hardy,
Abbott and Costello, and the Marx Brothers save ... well, that would be
telling (though not much).  I found this rock-music-inspired story more
interesting than "Ike at the Mike," possibly because it was full of old
movie comedy teams and comedians.  It reminded me a bit of parts of John
Kessel and James Patrick Kelly's FREEDOM BEACH.

   I can't say that I think the motivation in "Horror, We Got" makes sense
to me but, it makes as much sense as the history that leads up to it and
causes it, and the damn story does stick with you.  Maybe it bothers me
because people may use these characterizations to justify "more of the
same," even though (I hasten to add) this is not Waldrop's intent.  What
does all this mean?  Well, Waldrop sets up a world in which time travel is
discovered in Israel and the newly constituted Elders of Zion decide rather
than changing history, they will "implement" it.  They will do or arrange
to have done everything the Jews were accused of doing throughout the ages.
They will control the world and its history.  To me this seems a somewhat
pointless revenge but then every time someone in a time travel novel tries
to change history they only make things worse, so who can say that this
isn't the best solution?  Or maybe Waldrop is just saying we are trapped by
history.

   I find sumo wrestling no more interesting than any other sport and even
Waldrop's infusion of Japanese culture and philosophy was unable to get me
interested in "Man-Mountain Gentian."  But in one way it's like every other
Waldrop story: it's unlike any other Waldrop story.  (Take that, Bertrand
Russell!)

     "God's Hooks!" has Isaak Walton fishing for something out of "The
Revelation of Saint John the Divine."  John Kessel, on hearing it read,
said that Waldrop could sell it either to FIELD & STREAM or to CATHOLIC
DIGEST.  Or maybe it was that he could sell it to ONLY those two.  So
naturally it was nominated for a Nebula.

   "Heirs of the Perisphere" shows more of Waldrop's fascination with
popular culture (an oxymoron?).  This reminded me of Arthur C. Clarke's
"Expedition," but of course Waldrop goes in an entirely different direction
than Clarke did.

   The remaining seven stories formed ALL ABOUT STRANGE MONSTERS OF THE
RECENT PAST.  Where "Dr. Hudson's Secret Gorilla" is an ode to the horror
films of the 1940s, the title story of this section is an unabashed copy of
the monster films of the 1950s - all of them.

   "Helpless, Helpless" is an updating of the plague to our modern,
mechanized, computerized society.  I think Waldrop overlooks (or glosses) a
lot of what would happen in a mechanical plague, and find his ending
somewhat overly rosy.  (It is interesting to note that, while I usually
compose my reviews directly onto the computer, this one is being written
long-hand, albeit with a mechanical pencil.  Of course, before you see it,
it will be typed in, run through the spelling and punctuation checker, and
automatically formatted.  In fifty years, will Christie's be auctioning off
Stephen King's original floppy disks for THE DARK HALF?)  In any case, this
story seems a trifle on the Luddite side and Waldrop admits to not owning a
word processor, or even an electric typewriter.

   Even Waldrop acknowledges "Fair Game" may represent some ultimate
minimalist approach to literary criticism, or at least that's how I read
his introductory comments.  Certainly no one can go further in this
direction than he does with Hemingway in this story.  (Free idea to any
anthologist: THE SCIENCE-FICTIONAL HEMINGWAY.  Lead off with Joe Haldeman's
"Hemingway Hoax," follow with "Fair Game," and then - well, I can't do all
the work for you!)

   It has been said that art imitates life.  It has also been said that
life imitates art.  One of these, perhaps both, would seem to be the case
in "What makes Hieronymous Run?"  If you haven't studied or at least been
exposed to the works of Hieronymous Bosch or Peter Brueghel the Elder, this
story probably won't make much sense.  If you have, this will open a whole
new way of looking at them.  (Another idea for an anthology: classic works
of art and literature inspired by them.  W. H. Auden's "Musee de Beaux
Arts" is certainly one obvious choice.  Another science-fictional example,
though by no means great literature, is Hal Clement's OCEAN ON TOP,
inspired by a cover painting for ANALOG which happened to be sitting
upside-down on the floor when he came into their office one day.  Most
inspiration seems to go in the other direction, so this would be an
interesting twist.)  There is an undercurrent in this story that ties into
one in "Horror, We Got": the idea that maybe our view of history is totally
out of whack with "reality" (whatever that is).

   "The Lions Are Asleep This Night" is a more conventional alternate
history, this one set in Africa.  It predates Robert Silverberg's "Lion
Time in Timbuktu" but I doubt there is any connection.  Maybe it's just
time for more science fiction with African themes and settings - Mike
Resnick is making quite a name for himself with his Kirinyaga series set in
a future recreation of pre-colonial Kenya and his novel IVORY.  As usual,
though, Waldrop's entry in this African renaissance is different, more
subtle, so subtle, in fact, that Ellen Datlow insisted that he had to
rewrite it to explain more to an audience who didn't know history.  Even
so, I think it still assumes a lot on the part of the reader.

   "Flying Saucer Rock and Roll" is yet another story that I failed to
appreciate due to my ignorance of rock and roll music and history.  But
since I am probably exceptional in the extent of my ignorance, you may
enjoy it more.  Certainly Waldrop's need to substitute phonemes for real
rock lyrics (which would have cost a fortune in royalties) didn't help
matters.

   The final story, "He-We-Await," is described by Waldrop in his
introduction to it as "original to this collection."  In this case, that
mean original to ALL ABOUT STRANGE MONSTERS OF THE RECENT PAST, not STRANGE
THINGS IN CLOSE UP.  Another story set in Africa (it is, you know), this
shows some influence from the horror films of the 1930s - the Mummy series
in particular.  Or maybe it's just the similarity of theme, and I'm
applying Waldrop's penchant for pop culture to my reading of it.  At any
rate, this story ends the book on a suitably apocalyptic note.

   Also included are an introductory essay by George R. R. Martin, some
closing words by Lewis Shiner, and introductions to each of the stories by
Waldrop himself.  Not included, unfortunately, are "Night of the Cooters"
(a story nominated for a Hugo several years ago that I STILL have been
unable to find), nor "Custer's Last Jump," nor "The Passing of the
Western."  I suppose these were written after 1987, the copyright date of
the more recent of the two component parts of this collection, but I still
miss them.  I am annoyed the subtitling of this volume as "The Nearly
Complete Howard Waldrop" when it is missing not just his more recent work
(which is expected), but also older works, such as "Billy Big Eyes," "Black
as the Pit, from Pole to Pole," "My Sweet Lady Jo," "Sic Transit ...? A
Shaggy Hairless Dog Story," Sun Up, "Unsleeping Beauty and the Beast," and
"A Voice and a Bitter Weeping."  I bought this expecting finally to find
all (or almost all) of Waldrop's stories; it turned out not to be so.

   The cover is wonderfully Waldropian (Waldropesque?) in that nothing is
what it first seems to be.  If only they had credited the artists I could
tell you who s/he was.

   There are a few odd things I noted in the books.  Capitalization varies
among the copyright page, the table of contents, the introduction headers,
the story headers, and the page headers.  Trivial, perhaps, but
disconcerting nonetheless.  It's almost as if the British have different
rules for capitalization in titles, but even there it's inconsistent, and
in any case they didn't Briticize the spelling.

   As you might have suspected from the sheer length of this review, I
recommend this book.  This article is as long as it is because you can't
group Waldrop's stories into categories and discuss them in bunches.  Each
one is an individual and insists on being treated as one.  It won't be easy
for most of you to find this - make the effort.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 09:42:39 GMT
From: djh@siesoft.co.uk (Duncan Head)
Subject: Re: Chung Kuo (Short Review)

Personally, I enjoyed the first volume of Chung Kuo immensely; yet I
recognise the validity of many of Greg Turk's criticisms. The
characterisation certainly is a bit on the weak side; the futurist setting
is perhaps not so much irrelevant as serving a purpose that`s not
immediately obvious.

To elaborate: what it seems to me that Wingrove is trying to do is to
compare Western and Chinese cultures, and attitudes to change. He does this
from a fairly orthodox, stereotyped standpoint: the Chinese are about
continuity, harmony, balance; the Europeans are about change, expansion,
"progress". Perhaps any technological project would indeed suffice, instead
of the starship, as the Europeans' bid against the Chinese hegemeony; but a
starship makes Wingrove's point, if his point is what I think it is, better
than most.

Note the way Wingrove's world has been cleared of cultures other than the
Chinese ("Han") and the whites ("hung mao", "Europeans") to make way for
this dualist comparison. In the Chinese rise to global power in the 22nd
century, we are told that Japan was virtually depopulated, with nuclear
weapons used against its cities; that a systematic genocide was carried out
in Africa, to the extent that one of the characters finds it hard to
believe that there ever were races of black people (what happened to the
blacks in Europe and the Americas, huh?); and that large areas of India and
the MiddleEast are still desolate after fierce wars of resistance against
the Han.

Still, as I said, I liked it. I enjoyed the way the Han-dominated society
was discussed; a curious combination of high tech and low, hierarchy and
representative government. And I _loved_ the "alternative history" by which
the masses were deluded into believing that the Han had ruled Europe for
two thousand years instead of two hundred, that Pan Chao had conquered the
Roman Empire in the second century AD. Readers may miss this if they don't
know that Pan Chao was a genuine historical character, a general of the
Later Han dynasty who campaigned in Central Asia and, according to the
Chinese sources, received the submission of the Parthians and sent envoys
to Rome. To develop this into a Chinese conquest of Rome is a nice touch,
and a theme worthy of an "alternate history" story in itself.

The second volume, "The Broken Wheel", is out here in trade-format
paperback; I shall probably, nay, certainly, buy it when it comes out in
cheaper mass-market format.

However, yesterday I received the March "Interzone" magazine, which had a
fairly negative review of "The Broken Wheel". The reviewer suggested it was
mostly fairly dry political intrigue, fitting Greg's review of Volume 1,
interspersed with indifferently-written sex. Not encouraging; I may not
make it to all eight volumes, but I found the first volume good enough to
read the second.

Duncan

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 09:53:22 GMT
From: dhuber@aut.autelca.ascom.ch (Daniel Huber)
Subject: Blackcollars

I just read Tomothy Zahn's two Blackcollar books.

I'm wondering if there is a third book around. 

Somebody knows more?

Daniel Huber 
AD-KT2.6
Ascom Autelca AG
CH-3073 Guemligen
Switzerland             
+41 31 52 96 64
dhuber@autelca.ascom.ch
uunet!chx400!hslrswi!aut!dhuber

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 18:37:32 GMT
From: schouten@sp17.csrd.uiuc.edu (Dale Schouten)
Subject: Re: Blackcollars

dhuber@aut.autelca.ascom.ch (Daniel Huber) writes:
>I just read Tomothy Zahn's two Blackcollar books.  I'm wondering if there
>is a third book around.  Somebody knows more?

No, as far as I know there are only two :-(.  Last I heard there was a
possibility that he might do more, but for the moment that looks like a
ways off.  My impression is that they are not as popular as some of his
other stuff.

While I'm sure lots of people here would be glad to critique them, I enjoy
them just because they're fun reading.  You might try some of his other
stuff, like his Cobra series (3 or 4) books, I believe (I only read the
first of these).  He's got some great short stories (in ``Cascade Point''
and ``Time Bomb and Zahndry others'', two collections of short stories,
both good).

He has also written several other novels, `Triplet', `A Coming of Age',
`Deadmans Hand', `Spinneret', `Warhorse', and maybe a few others I can't
remember offhand.  `Triplet' leans more towards fantasy while most of the
others are more typical SF.

My first impression of him was `Hey, there's someone besides Zelazny in the
`Z' section!'

Dale Schouten
schouten@uiuc.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Robert Adams & Cherryh & Farren (4 msgs) &
                    Herbert (3 msgs) & Moorcock (3 msgs) &
                    Niven (3 msgs) & Pratchett

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 22:57:50 GMT
From: jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie)
Subject: A question.

  Has anyone out there in net land heard about the third book in Robert
Adams "Stairway to Forever" series?? I've read the first two, and have been
waiting for the next book(s) for almost a year and a half, and am beginning
to become antsy about it. I am asking, because Mr. Adams seems to be
reliable with his books, and his publisher seems to print sequels at the
rate of one a year. So, *any* news??
 
James G. Currie

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 00:01:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: C.J. Cherryh's _Wave without a Shore_

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:

>Has anyone else out there ever read Wave Without A Shore by C. J. Cherryh?

Yes, indeed, and to my mind it is one of C.J. Cherryh most powerful and
successful books.  The trick here is not only the interaction and human and
alien society (or lack thereof) that C.J. Cherryh is always very good at,
but the description of one particularly original cultural premise and its
logical, if extreme, consequences.

But what I really enjoyed was the point of view of the main character.
Since the discussion on drug-enhancing I.Q. that has been going on in this
list, I think most agreed on the difficulty of describing very high I.Q.,
and in _Wave without a Shore_, this problem is treated extremely well;
beyond a certain point, it is not a question of intelligence only, but a
question of self-confidence and strength of will, or determination, that
makes the difference between smart people and geniuses.

Also, the question of intelligence in a human society is really a question
of relative intelligence (is A smarter than B?) and not an absolute
measure.  And _Wave without a Shore_ can be taken to mean anything; for
example, that no real distinction of intelligence exist, a point similar to
Ari2's remark in _Cyteen_, to the effect that nobody in Reseune is stupid,
only underinformed.  Now this is obviously a gross exaggeration, but I
think it is also one of the truer reflexions on human nature that I have
seen in a long time spent reading SF, and one that I agree with entirely,
BTW.

Sorry to ramble on like that, it's just that _WwaS_ is one of my favorite
books ever, and I always welcome opportunities to discuss it.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 07:47:08 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren ?

ted@usasoc.soc.mil (Ted Nolan) writes:
>bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey) writes:
>>Is there anyone out there with an interest in the works of Mick Farren ?
>>
>If he's who I think he is, I've read about three of his books, and have in
>each case been very disappointed.  He seems to set up no-win dystopic
>situations for his characters, and then, just when you think everything is
>hopeless...  they lose!

Not always.  "Their Master's War" & "The Armageddon Crazy" both had very
good endings for the characters, as did "The Long Orbit" but to a lesser
extent.  Now, "Vickers" "The Last Stand of the DNA Cowboys" and especially
"The Feelies" were all very depressing doomsayers.
	
He also wrote one of the first "cyberpunk" type books (at least it seemed
like cyberpunk as in KW Jeter's "Dr. Adder") called "The Texts of
Festival."  Yes, depressing.

Aaron Tucker
University Nevada, Reno

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 16:25:30 GMT
From: osa@unhd.unh.edu (Oktay S. Ahiska)
Subject: Re: Re: Mick Farren ?

While on the subject, has anyone read _Necrom_?  I keep seeing the book
everywhere and I wonder if it's worth reading.  E-mail replies and I'll
post a summary.

Oktay Ahiska
Babcock Hall, bx 2019
Durham, NH 03824
osa@unhd.unh.edu
O_AHISKA@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 03:38:43 GMT
From: bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren ?

tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker) writes:
>Not always.  "Their Master's War" and "The Armageddon Crazy" both had very
>good endings for the characters, as did "The Long Orbit"

The Long Orbit!! That's the only one that I don't have.  Is this available
in the UK ?

>...a lesser extent.  Now, "Vickers" 

Vickers???  Do you mean C.O.R.P.S.E which had a character called that
(or did it have a different name in the states?)

>He also wrote one of the first "cyberpunk" type books (at least it seemed
>like cyberpunk as in KW Jeter's "Dr. Adder") called "The Texts of
>Festival."

TTOF = cyberpunk ??? !!!

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 23:04:19 GMT
From: tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu (steve feldon)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren ?

bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey) writes:
>Vickers???  Do you mean C.O.R.P.S.E which had a character called that
>(or did it have a different name in the states?)

Sure did.  Vickers, Ace books, 1989?, $3.50.  I believe it mentioned in the
indicia that it was published as Corp.S.E. in the UK; I know I knew that
somehow, anyway.

Has any Mick Farren fan every found the original DNA cowboys trilogy?
Those are the only books of his I've never found.

Steve Feldon
tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 18:53:51 GMT
From: wab@yoda.rational.com (Bill Baker)
Subject: Re: Frank Herbert

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (cynthia teague) writes:
>Campbell Shannon brought up Frank Herbert, who has written some splendid
>books.  The first three Dune books are great and I've reread them several
>times.  But after that I thought the series went downhill, and I finally
>bailed out somewhere in _Chapterhouse Dune_.  I just didn't care anymore.
>Of his other books, I think _The Dosadi Experiment_ is probably my
>favorite; I reread it every few years and always seem to find something
>new in it.  _Whipping Star_ is good, too, but on a much lighter level.

The Frank Herbert book that seems to have fallen through the cracks is
"Hellstrom's Hive," a very strange piece about a secret society organized
along the lines of an insect colony.  My favorite part is where they stock
up the lower torsos of women hooked up to life support machines for
reproduction.  Yeeuch!

>Didn't he also write _Orphans of the Sky_?  That's my favorite generation-
>ship-which-has-forgotten-its-origins book.

I can answer this one:  "Orphans of the Sky" is by Big Bob Heinlein.
It was a tangential part of his Future History and he also worked it
into "Time Enough For Love."

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 00:46:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Frank Herbert

Campbell Shannon (9015cc.nps.navy.mil) writes:
>I was hoping to hear some comments or criticism of Frank Herbert.  I would
>specifically like to talk with some of you more knowledgable sci-fi buffs
>about the "Dune" trilogy and am interested to know if anyone could suggest
>other titles by either Herbert, or other authors along the same vein as
>"Dune". Note: yes I know he has many other books dealing with
>extraterrestrial life but the others that I have tried were too far out in
>his own fantasy.

I am probably not a knowledgeable sci-fi buff, but you could try:

_The Whipping Star_
_The Dosadi Experiment_

_The Santaroga Barrier_

_The Jesus Incident_
_The Lazarus Effect_ and I forget the name of the third book in that
   trilogy 

_Hellstrom's Hive_, though I personally did not like it

But whatever you do, do not waste your time reading any of the further
_Dune_ books (I mean after the first three, _Dune_, _Dune Messiah_ and
_Children of Dune_).

>I understand that to get the best response to my initial inquiry about
>Frank Herbert, I should take a stand and try to spark some controversy, so
>here goes:
>
>My initial note was concerning Frank Herbert and the "Dune" trilogy so to
>spark the fires of controversy in as many of the Sci-Fi experts out there:
>I, finally propose my thesis about "Dune" which is that it in many ways
>resembles J.R.R. Tolkien's Hobbit trilogy - a central character fights
>great evil with the help of supernatural powers and saves the world
>(universe) from that great evil.  Perhaps this is extreme
>over-simplification of two of my favorite author's greatest works, but
>really the themes are very similar.

>   Has anyone else noticed the similarities or am I alone in this unique
>thesis??

ANY similarities at all between _Dune_ and _The Lord of the Rings_, and
even less if you consider the whole _Dune_ trilogy.

First, who is the central character of the _Dune_ books?  Is it Paul
Atreides (in _Dune_ and _Dune Messiah_) or Duncan Idaho (in nearly all
subsequent books)?

To stay simple, let's consider only _Dune_: 1) Paul does not fight great
evil, he is fighting to survive in a dangerous human and ecological
environment, creating an empire or establishing a religion (depends how you
look at it), ending a monopoly (or usurping ownership of a monopoly, i.e.,
the spice production) and fighting a hereditary enemy (the Harkonnens).  2)
He does so not with the help of supernatural powers, but with the help of
an "oppressed minority", the Fremen (sorry, I know this is a
simplification), and his mental powers are to be one of the reasons for his
actions, not a direct help, except inasmuch as they are part of who he is.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 07:26:29 GMT
From: rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: Dune/ Frank Herbert

9015P@NAVPGS.BITNET ("CAMPBELL SHANNON ", 9015cc.nps.navy.mil) writes:
>...I was hoping to hear some comments or criticism of Frank Herbert.  

Well, a fellow Frank Herbert lover! Good to hear from you. I am in the
middle of book 4 (of 6) in the Dune saga - God Emperor of Dune. IMO, this
4th book isn't quite as interesting as the first 3 books. It's just moving
too slowly.  Anyway, for anyone interested in reading more Herbert, you
might want to try some of his short stories. Granted they don't have the
same scope and grandeur of background as his Dune books, but I think
they're worth reading in their own right. Specifically try 'Eye' and 'The
Worlds of Frank Herbert'.  Off the top of my head, I think the following
should be good (I say good, I haven't read them):

   The Dune books 1-6
   The Godmakers
   Whipping Star
   The Green Brain
   Under Pressure (also entitled 'The Dragon in the Sea')
   The Eyes of Heisenberg

Don't try 'Direct Descent' (originally entitled 'Pack Rat Planet'). I
really didn't like this one at all. Pretty weak plot, lousy character
sketches, not a very good book, I thought.

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 13:01:53 GMT
From: ankh@diku.dk (Klaus Ambrass)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest V16

BRIANS@umuc.BITNET ("Brian Sobus") writes:
>I once saw a book containing artwork of Moorcock's Elric series.  It
>seemed to me that this book was about an animated film based on the Elric
>series.
>
>I have never been able to find the book again.  Nor do I remember the
>title or the author.

It seems to me that you refer to Wendy Pini's epic.  I've got it (at home),
and it's very nicely drawn. Alas many of the pics are pencil sketches only,
but I guess if you're a fan it's all right.  You probably know Wendi Pini
from the series Elfquest where she made wonderful pictures to her
husband's, Richard, manuscript.  The Elric volume (correct title
temporarily eludes me; home's so far away ;-)) is basically a storyboard to
the film that never was made. If I recall correctly only a few scenes were
made, then the project was dropped due to lack of money; she made all
drawings and footage herself.

>Am I losing my mind, or does the book and/or the movie actually exist?

However, she says that the film is something she'd like very much to come
back to as soon as time and money etc. is at hand.  I'll try to find the
book's data for you - some achievement considering my messy room ;-) So
stay tuned.

Klaus
Department Of Computer Science
Univ. of Copenhagen
ankh@diku.dk  

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 17:33:23 GMT
From: taitj@sandnet.ucsd.edu (Janet Tait)
Subject: Animated Elric book

The name of the book containing art from an animated version of the Elric
series is, I think, called Stormbringer. Artist Wendy Pini did a proposal
for an animated version of the Elric books that never got off the ground.
She, or someone else, published a book with art from the proposal. You
should be able to find it in a good comic book store, or maybe via Wendy's
company, WaRP Graphics. The address of WaRP Graphics is: 2 Reno Road,
Poughkeepsie, NY, 12603.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 20:42:12 GMT
From: erich@near.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Animated Elric book

taitj@SANDNET.UCSD.EDU (Janet Tait) said:
>The name of the book containing art from an animated version of the Elric
>series is, I think, called Stormbringer.

The title is actually _Law and Chaos_.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu  
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 21:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Mote in Niven's Eye

   Someone recommended that I read _The Mote in God's Eye_ (it was his
charge for letting me borrow most of his books!).  I started it and it was
really bad.  Then about chapter three it picked up.  It seemed to be that
Pournelle had written the first two chapters and then Niven wrote a few.
I've never read Pournelle but Niven is one of my favorite authors and I
know his style.
   So how did the collaboration happen?
   Also, the sequel, _The Mote in Mercheson's Eye_ seems to be redundent,
since God's Eye _is_ Murcheson B.  Could anyone explain w/o spoilers?
   Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 20:21:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (APPLE //GS - THE POWER TO BE YOUR BEST)
Subject: Niven and Hollywood

Has anyone heard if Niven and Barnes 'Dream Park' is going to be made into
a movie? I remember hearing that it was years ago and wonder what's
happened. This is a book that would (could) make a great movie, I've always
wondered why the Great SF writers like Niven never have their books made
into movies when SF is such a big money maker at the box office. But then I
remember that Asimov's best became Hollywood's worst and think that maybe
Niven is too smart for that. Any comments?

Joe Nowakowski
nowako09@sbufva

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 04:34:35 GMT
From: vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew)
Subject: Re: Niven and Hollywood

NOWAKO09@snybufva.BITNET writes:
>Has anyone heard if Niven and Barnes 'Dream Park' is going to be made into
>a movie? I remember hearing that it was years ago and wonder what's
>happened. This is a book that would (could) make a great movie, I've
>always wondered why the Great SF writers like Niven never have their books
>made into movies when SF is such a big money maker at the box office. But
>then I remember that Asimov's best became Hollywood's worst and think that
>maybe Niven is too smart for that. Any comments?  

I don't know about a film but there is a company called the Dream Park
Corporation trying to develop the technology and raise the money to
actually build Dream Park. I'd much rather have the real thing than a
movie.

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 09:28:06 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Pyramids (Was: Terry Pratchett)

Shawn L. Baird (bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu) writes:
>Hmmm. _Pyramids_ was my least favorite of the Pratchett series. In fact, I
>must say that I don't even consider it worth reading. Now, a parody of
>religion should be funny, [....]

If you want a funny parody of religion by Pratchett, try his Gnome trilogy.
In this he constructs a religion based on the advertising slogans and other
signs in a large department store.  For instance, the gnomes have seen a
Sign (they tend to capitalise the word) saying "All Things Under One Roof".
From this they deduce that there can be nothing outside the store.  Hence
anyone who claims to be from the Outside must be mad.  They live in fear of
the terrible Prices Slashed with his peaked cap and torch who dwells by the
furnace in the sub-basement, and worship "Arnold Bros Est 1905" who made
the store.  The first book takes the gnomes out of the store.  The second
deals with the rise of a new religious leader who capitalises on the lower
standard of living and the yearning for the good old days.  The third
leaves religion alone pretty much and seems like just a good yarn.

Anyone else share my enjoyment of these books?

BTW the titles are "Truckers", "Diggers" and "Fliers".  Look for them in
the childrens section as well as the SF section, since they are pitched at
children.

Paul

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Simmons (5 msgs) & Waldrop &
                           Wolfe (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 14:15:32 GMT
From: bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*no spoilers*)

6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (King of Sunset Town) writes:
>HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>  Lest you think I didn't find any flaws, I'll mention the one thing that
>bothered me: the graphic nature of the gory descriptions.  I realize that
>Simmons also writes Horror, so some us this is a natural aspect of his
>writing style.  For me, however, the vivid nature of some of the scenes
>made me step back from the narrative.  This, according to my professors
>(who may not know any better than me :) ), is not a desirable thing.

It didn't even occur to me to describe Simmons' scenes as graphic. They
were quite in context with the Shrike. In fact, of the many threads of plot
that the two novels contain, it would seem to me that the ones dealing with
the Shrike are more horror than science fiction. In that way it is horror
in a science fiction universe. The other threads are devoted more purely to
science fiction. The Core threads were "cyberpunk". If William Gibson could
write it the way Simmons does, maybe I'd consider reading some more of his
stuff.

Horror in science fiction isn't too uncommon, as is evident by the glut of
movies, etc. Dan Simmons' prose, however, is almost poetic at times itself.
It kind of reminds me of Raymond E. Feist's _Faery Tale_, in that it did
for horror and science fiction what Feist's book did for horror and
fantasy. Not that the prose styles are similar, just that both are very
good. (IMHO of course)

>All in all, the two books have had the largest impact on me of anything
>I've read in quite some time.

They are very good and I, for one, have a desire to read _Carrion Comfort_,
which I hear is very good horror.

>  Thank you, Dan Simmons.  Wherever you are.

Dan Simmons is definitely one of the best modern science fiction writers if
not the best. I hope we see more books in this universe. Otherwise I will
miss all of its detail.

Shawn L. Baird
17650 SE Cason Rd. 
Gladstone, OR  97027
bairds@eecs.ee.pdx.edu
...uunet!tektronix!psueea!eecs!bairds

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 20:27:38 GMT
From: marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird) writes:
>6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (King of Sunset Town) writes:
>...The other threads are devoted more purely to science fiction. The Core
>threads were "cyberpunk". If William Gibson could write it the way Simmons
>does, maybe I'd consider reading some more of his stuff.

Speaking of Gibson.  Did anyone catch the reference to him (at least, I
assume it was) when they talked about the legendary "Cowboy Gibson?"  I
felt it was a nice tribute to the man who popularized this stuff.

I really loved both books.  I read them this month.  I hope Simmons writes
more SF.

I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
was resolved.  I'm glad I didn't have to wait to read FoH.  I thought of
Hyperion more as a series of short stories than a novel.  They really
didn't have a whole lot in common (other than the universe).  They did
provide different viewpoints to help describe that universe though.

I had a bit of a problem with the business of time flowing backwards.  If a
person were going back in time, wouldn't they appear to talk and walk
backwards?  Would they see everyone else as going backwards?  I don't think
it would be possible to communicate with those going the opposite way at
all.

How come the crystal monolith was in good shape when they arrived, but not
"after" it was destroyed?  It it were truly aging backwards, then it
should have been destroyed when they arrived, healed itself during the
battle and then been in good shape later.

Maybe I didn't understand something.

However, I did LOVE the story about the girl with Merlin sickness in
Hyperion.  It was my favorite of the book.  I found the story devastating.
I didn't find it very believable, but it was great tragedy.

This story (H & FoH) reminded me of the story about the Tower of Babel.  In
case you don't remember (it's been decades for me), a tower was being built
to heaven.  God threw a monkey wrench in the works by making everyone speak
a different language so they couldn't communicate.  They gave up on the
tower and scattered to the ends of the Earth.

Here, communication was represented by the farcaster/fatline systems.
Communication ceased when the farcaster system was destroyed and "the
powers that be" took away their fatline priviledges.  Now all the planets
will go their separate ways and find their individual solutions to the
problems of survival.  The book alluded to this at the end.

I guess the core was the tower.  It was being used to link to the Ultimate
Intelligence(s), which represents God.  The UI(s) forced a situation where
we low-lifes were forced to destroy the farcaster/core.

Just a thought anyway.

Marshall

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 22:38:45 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird) writes:
>>The other threads are devoted more purely to science fiction. The Core
>>threads were "cyberpunk". If William Gibson could write it the way
>>Simmons does, maybe I'd consider reading some more of his stuff.
>
>Speaking of Gibson.  Did anyone catch the reference to him (at least, I
>assume it was) when they talked about the legendary "Cowboy Gibson?"  I
>felt it was a nice tribute to the man who popularized this stuff.

Yeah, there were some nice touches in the book like that.  I seem to dimly
recall some reference to Asimov, too.

>I really loved both books.  I read them this month.  I hope Simmons writes
>more SF.

You know that he wrote a book a while back called (I think) _Phases_Of_
_Gravity_, right?  I just picked up a copy from the local Waldenbooks, but
I unfortunately haven't had time to read it yet.

>I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
>was resolved.  I'm glad I didn't have to wait to read FoH.  I thought of
>Hyperion more as a series of short stories than a novel.  They really
>didn't have a whole lot in common (other than the universe).  They did
>provide different viewpoints to help describe that universe though.

Yes, that's basically how I viewed the first book.  Happily, I have the
whole thing in one volume (thanks to the SF Book Club) and could just flip
a few pages.  I imagined that anyone who bought just the first book would
probably be annoyed as heck, though.

>I had a bit of a problem with the business of time flowing backwards.  If
>a person were going back in time, wouldn't they appear to talk and walk
>backwards?  Would they see everyone else as going backwards?  I don't
>think it would be possible to communicate with those going the opposite
>way at all.

I believe that there was some throwaway reference to this problem in the
book, basically something along the lines of, "We know it doesn't make any
sense, but we can't explain it."  I guess the Shrike didn't need to make
excuses for violating physics and common sense. :-)

>How come the crystal monolith was in good shape when they arrived, but not
>"after" it was destroyed?  It it were truly aging backwards, then it
>should have been destroyed when they arrived, healed itself during the
>battle and then been in good shape later.

Well, remember that the Time Tombs were opening when it was destroyed,
which I believe implied that they started moving forward in time again.

I was a tad disappointed that Simmons didn't grapple with some of the real
problems with backwards-aging, such as the fact that the Time Tombs would,
after they opened, be moving forward in time through the same space where
they had (to the Tombs' point of view) recently been moving backwards.  One
would think some sort of collision would have occurred or something.  At
any rate, the cavalier attitude that Simmons displayed toward ideas like
that didn't really bother me, largely because, first and foremost, this was
a story about the characters and their reactions to the bizarre situations
the Tombs presented.

>Maybe I didn't understand something.
>
>However, I did LOVE the story about the girl with Merlin sickness in
>Hyperion.  It was my favorite of the book.  I found the story devastating.
>I didn't find it very believable, but it was great tragedy.

It was my favorite too, though I found it wholly believable, or, at least,
Simmons did a masterful job of making me suspend my disbelief.  I got to
that story at about 1 am, planning on stopping and going to bed shortly.
It kept me up for another hour or two as I read it and pondered the
implications of the situation for Sol and his family.

>This story (H & FoH) reminded me of the story about the Tower of Babel.
>In case you don't remember (it's been decades for me), a tower was being
>built to heaven.  God threw a monkey wrench in the works by making
>everyone speak a different language so they couldn't communicate.  They
>gave up on the tower and scattered to the ends of the Earth.
>
>Here, communication was represented by the farcaster/fatline systems.
>Communication ceased when the farcaster system was destroyed and "the
>powers that be" took away their fatline priviledges.  Now all the planets
>will go their separate ways and find their individual solutions to the
>problems of survival.  The book alluded to this at the end.
>
>I guess the core was the tower.  It was being used to link to the Ultimate
>Intelligence(s), which represents God.  The UI(s) forced a situation where
>we low-lifes were forced to destroy the farcaster/core.

Well, I think there is some similarity there, but I think you have to
stretch it for it to REALLY fall in place.  After all, they DID have the
ability to travel between the stars without the farcasters, albeit less
efficiently, and so the isolation would have been far from total (except
for those people who were stranded in their living rooms at the top of a
mountain).

The only part of the books I really didn't care for was the termination of
the fatline connections.  To my mind, it demanded an explanation of who did
it, where they were, and why they cut off transmission (and why they hadn't
done so before), and no explanations were forthcoming.  Considering the
lengths to which Simmons went to explain most other major occurrences in
the story, it seemed out of place.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 02:06:38 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: A Glitch in "Hyperion?" (*spoilers*)

There's a little thing from "Hyperion" that's been bugging me for a while.
I think it's a just plain old-fashioned mistake, but maybe there's an
internally consistent explanation for it.  Spoilers follow:

In Sol Weintraub's story, "The Scholar's Tale," Sol tells the story of how
his daughter Rachel contracted Merlin's Sickness, the aging-backwards
disease.  On pages 257-260 of the paperback edition, he tells of what
happened to Rachel on that fateful night when some very weird things
happened inside the Time Tomb known as the Sphinx.  There's only one
problem: according to Weintraub, Rachel was alone inside the Sphinx (and
therefore was the only person who knew what happened), _and_ Rachel was
left in a coma for ten days following the incident _and_ Rachel woke up
remembering nothing whatsoever about it.

So how did Sol know what happened, right up to and including the shifting
of the interior architecture of the Sphinx and the "something sharp and
infinitely cold" that grabbed Rachel's wrist?

Demented minds want to know! :-)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 04:38:53 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re: A Glitch in "Hyperion?" (*spoilers*)

wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) writes:

SPOILERS

   Mr. Starr was curious as to how Sol Weintraub knew what happened to
Rachel inside the time tombs, since Rachel herself doesn't know and no-one
else was there.
  I read this book a little while ago, but I remember wondering that during
the scene with Rachel.  But at the end of the scene I think it's pretty
clearly established that he saw all of that in a dream.  He trusts that his
dream is correct, one assumes.

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 20:02:20 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Howard Waldrop

In her review of STRANGE THINGS IN CLOSE UP by Howard Waldrop, Evelyn C.
Leeper writes:

> "Flying Saucer Rock and Roll" is yet another story that I failed to
> appreciate due to my ignorance of rock and roll music and history....
> Certainly Waldrop's need to substitute phonemes for real rock lyrics
> (which would have cost a fortune in royalties) didn't help matters.

It's been a while since I read this story in one of Terry Carr's "Best of
the Year" anthologies, but I really loved it, in spite of my ignorance of
rock and roll music and history. And it never occurred to me that Waldrop's
extensive use of phonemes as lyrics could have been an avenue around the
use of actual lyrics; I thought that it was part of the point of the story
- - that Waldrop was paying tribute specifically to that sub- genre of pop
music that is marked by lots of "doo-wahs" and "shang-a-langs."

Either way, he did a wonderful job. I could almost hear music coming off
the page. Rather a remarkable feat, I thought, to really convey music to
the reader using words alone!

And after Evelyn's review, I think I need to seek out more of this man's
work.

(BTW, if I write a story and quote a lyric in it, just how much WOULD it
cost me?)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 03:59:51 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric SASSAMAN)
Subject: Gene Wolfe's _Soldier of the Mist_: sequels?

Anyone have any opinions on the sequels to Gene Wolfe's _Soldier of the
Mist_? Are they as good as _Soldier_?

Eric Sassaman

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 21:52:26 GMT
From: austern@csa2.lbl.gov (MATT AUSTERN)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe's _Soldier of the Mist_: sequels?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric SASSAMAN) writes:
>Anyone have any opinions on the sequels to Gene Wolfe's _Soldier of the
>Mist_? Are they as good as _Soldier_?

There is only one sequel to Soldier of the Mist, called Soldier of Arete.
I understand that Wolfe plans to write at least one more, but I could be
mistaken about that.

Soldier of Arete disappointed me.  I certainly do still recommend it: it
still has the dense, careful prose that one expects from Wolfe, and the
same slightly alien view of the world that Soldier of the Mist had.  Still,
it just didn't seem to me to have the same coherence.

I would almost call Soldier of Arete sloppy (at least by the standard of
other Wolfe): characters and plot elements appeared and disappeared for no
reason that was apparent to me, and it didn't seem to me that the book
really went anywhere.  What happened to the theme in Soldier of the Mist,
of Latro's sin against Hecate and his attempt at restitution?

Of course, if Wolfe really does plan to write a sequel, it could be that
it's wrong to judge the coherence of Soldier of Arete in isolation.

Matthew Austern

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 12:42:29 GMT
From: apm@hpopd.pwd.hp.com (Andrew Merritt)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe and the Severian series

DMARKFIE@INDYMED.BITNET writes:
>>On the subject of Gene Wolfe, are there any people out there who have
>>read _The Shadow of the Torturer_ and the other books in the series?
>
>I've got most of the whole story of Severian and IMHO I found it a very
>hard read.

When I first started reading the series, I was expecting a Fantasy type
story and also found it hard going, and stopped reading.  I came back
later, realising that it is Science Fiction, and everything was much
easier.  Curious.  I am not sure what all this means!  It may be to do with
how easy it is to fit what is going on into a mental model of the world in
the book; things fit better if you realise it is set in a future Earth, not
a fantastical planet.

Andrew

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 05:32:23 GMT
From: smith!dick@ast.dsd.northrop.com (Dick Smith)
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe and the Severian series

I made a half-joking comment to Gene Wolfe sometime between the publication
of the 3rd and 4th books of this 4-logy, about being impatient with
Sevarian's progress. His reply:

   "Sevarian is a very slow walker."

Just in case you are wondering, I greatly enjoyed the _Book of the New
Sun_.  I'm less sure about some of Wolfe's later works, but that's for a
different posting.

Dick Smith
dick@smith.uucp
dick%smith@ast.dsd.northrop.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Adams & Anthony & Cherryh (2 msgs) &
                       Ellison (2 msgs) & Ferguson & Frank & 
                       Moorcock & Wolfe

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 19:08:02 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: New Hitch-Hiker's Guide To The Galaxy book...

What Adams did with _Last Chance to See_ is really quite impressive.
Although I haven't yet had the opportunity to read it through, here's
pretty much what it is:

Adams collaborated with an expert on endangered animals around the world,
chronicling their visits to obscure countries and sightings and
information about endangered/nearly extinct animals.  (For those fans of
his Infocom game, 'Bureaucracy', it should be noted that the first animal
so discussed is called an 'Eye-Eye'.)

The collaboration consisted of 'the other fellow', whose name I forget,
doing the research and finding the places to go, etc., while Adams wrote it
all down.  So, what you have is a non-fiction book, but still written in
Adam's inimitable style.  The parts that I read I found substantially more
engrossing than any part of _Dirk Gently's..._, which I had to slog through
while gritting my teeth.

It probably will appear in the 'Nature' section of the local bookstores,
rather than humor or science fiction.

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 20:52:05 GMT
From: INCO602@ouaccvmb.bitnet
Subject: Piers Anthony's _Virtual Mode_

    Anyone picked this up yet??  Is it worth reading??  Is Anthony trying
to break into Cyberpunk??
   Thanks.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 22:34:59 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh's _Wave without a Shore_

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
> ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
> 
>>Has anyone else out there ever read Wave Without A Shore by C. J.
>>Cherryh? 
> 
> Yes, indeed, and to my mind it is one of C.J. Cherryh most powerful and
> successful books.

Agreed most wholeheartedly. In my opinion, it is her best by far. In fact,
I think this is the best "science fiction" book I've ever read, although
the topic is really more "philosophy" than SF. I don't expect everyone to
jump up and agree with me, BTW. Just my opinion.

>   The trick here is not only the interaction and human and alien society
> (or lack thereof) that C.J. Cherryh is always very good at, but the
> description of one particularly original cultural premise and its
> logical, if extreme, consequences.

It's much more/less than this. It's Zen.

> But what I really enjoyed was the point of view of the main character;
> since the discussion on drug-enhancing I.Q. that has been going on in
> this list, I think most agreed on the difficulty of describing very high
> I.Q., and in _Wave without a Shore_, this problem is treated extremely
> well; beyond a certain point, it is not a question of intelligence only,
> but a question of self-confidence and strength of will, or determination,
> that makes the difference between smart people and geniuses.

I think you have it backwards here.

The strength of will is the thing that keeps them stupid. It's their
close-mindedness that makes them oblivious to reality. And so they act
ideally, but wrongly, because their ideals are based on a reality that does
not include some very relevant information. Herrin Law is naturally a
genius, but he learns his whole life to be stupid and ignore the truth. He
is a genius by the societal standards but horribly blind by any others.
Once he begins to see outside, he begins to tap his *real* genius, and he
surpasses all the other humans. This happens when his strength of will is
destroyed and he is forced to see outside his model of the universe.

The issues I see in this book have a lot more to do with seeing with your
eyes as well as with your mind. Society learns to ignore the obvious all
the time; this book is not about some distant planet or extreme
consequences. It's going on all the time. How many people did you see
today? Now, how many did you *not* see?

The most profound experiences I've had have happened when I opened my eyes
and ears and really looked at my surroundings. No predictions.  Just
perceptions. IMO, *that* is what this book is about. "High I.Q.", while
giving you clarity in the ideal, makes you blind to the real.

Now if I could just meet a woman that thinks like C. J. Cherryh, even one
that *looks* like her.  ;-)

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 19:14:14 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh's _Wave without a Shore_

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
>The strength of will is the thing that keeps them stupid. It's their
>close-mindedness that makes them oblivious to reality. And so they act
>ideally, but wrongly, because their ideals are based on a reality that
>does not include some very relevant information. [...]  The most profound
>experiences I've had have happened when I opened my eyes and ears and
>really looked at my surroundings. No predictions.  Just perceptions. IMO,
>*that* is what this book is about. "High I.Q.", while giving you clarity
>in the ideal, makes you blind to the real.

You make some excellent points, but they may be out of phase with the
original point. I interpreted the argument as saying that strength of will
can, in a different context, be critical in order for genius to believe in
itself.  This does not argue with your application of the term, it's just
different.

In other words, stubbornness is stupidity, when it is applied to ignoring
reality. But when applied to insisting on one's own vision, as opposed to
the group vision, *then* it can be an important element of genius.

Furthermore, although the Zen point you're arguing, of perception versus
delusion (to paraphrase), is very important, it does *not* follow that
genius is the enemy of perception. Stupid people have no more advantage in
unbiased perception than intelligent people. These are two different
scales, two different dimensions. Both genius and perception have their
advantages, and they can sometimes aid each other, or other times conflict;
it all depends.

Note that both genius and perception can have *disadvantages*, as well!  It
all depends on context and goals. Polar thinking tends to neglect this.
(Just an observation in general, not accusing you of this.)

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 21:33:00 GMT
From: DRCURT%BSU.DECNET@msus1.bitnet (Lost in Space)
Subject: Re:  Harlan Ellison

Harlan Ellison wrote the controversial film called "A Boy and his Dog", and
his written novels "Shatterday", "I have no Mouth & I Must Scream",
"Deathbird Stories", and "Deadly Streets".

Douglas Curtis

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 23:40:30 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re:  Harlan Ellison

DRCURT%BSU.DECNET@msus1.BITNET writes:
>Harlan Ellison wrote the controversial film called "A Boy and his Dog",

Nope, he didn't write it.  He wrote the short story (much, much superior to
the film IMHO), on which the story was based, and started the film script.
He has said that he intended to write the script, but suffered writer's
block for the first time in his life while working on it, and so handed the
chore to someone else.

Harlan said that he liked the movie, I thought it sucked.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 04:48:21 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: FLAG FULL OF STARS by Brad Ferguson

Brad Ferguson asked that the following be distributed wherever possible:
 
Copyright (c) 1991 by Brad Ferguson. No changes or deletions can be made
without the written permission of the author. Permission to distribute by
written and electronic means is hereby granted.
 
THE BOOK THAT NEVER WAS:
 
What Really Happened to
 
A Flag Full of Stars
 
by Brad Ferguson
 
Soon, now, there will appear the umpety-umpth novel in the Star Trek
series, A Flag Full of Stars. It will have my name on the cover, which
might lead you to think that it's my book.
 
Well, it is and it isn't. Mostly, it isn't.
 
I first proposed AFFoS to Pocket in 1986, soon after my first Trek novel,
Crisis on Centaurus, appeared. I wanted to do a Trek book set on Earth
during the three hundredth anniversary of the first manned lunar landing.
That original proposal, which was for a first-generation book, had Captain
Kirk and a refugee Klingon scientist defeating an Imperial spy ring that
had gained knowledge of an important new source of freely available energy
discovered by the scientist.
 
On December 13, 1987, there was a meeting at Pocket Books to discuss an
ambitious plan: the creation of a series of novels set in the "lost years"
between the end of the five-year mission and the first film. Editor Dave
Stern thought that, with a little tweaking, AFFoS might work as the second
book of the proposed three-novel series. Present at the meeting were Dave,
Bob Greenberger (who came up with the idea for the series), and writers
Jeanne Dillard, Irene Kress and myself. We all got along very well and got
a great deal of planning done. The books were to come out, one right after
the other, in early 1989.
 
Too bad it was all for nothing. Gene Roddenberry himself soon enough let it
be known that he didn't think the "lost years" should be written about,
although I've never been told why. Irene's book was cancelled after it was
finished, and it was stated that only two "lost years" books would be
produced -- mine and Jeanne Dillard's. I myself added to the problems: I
was terribly late in delivering my own book, thanks mainly to ill health,
but also thanks more than a little to being stuck on dead center because of
an ever-increasing number of restraints on what I could and could not do in
the book. ST:TNG had come along, you see, and that meant the Star Trek
office at Paramount was giving the novels a great deal of attention.
 
The preliminary manuscript of AFFoS, due in August 1988, was (finally!)
delivered by me to new editor Kevin Ryan at Pocket Books on March 31, 1989.
That wasn't the end of it, though, because there then followed a raft of
revisions. Some of the revising did indeed have to do with story problems,
which is normal and expected ... but most of it had to do with satisfying
anticipated objections from the Star Trek office at Paramount -- that is,
objections from Gene Roddenberry's assistant, Richard Arnold. Without
exception, those pre-emptive revisions weakened the story I was interested
in telling. Each revision, by my lights, made the story less special and
more bland. I revised AFFoS from stem to stern fully four times between
April 1989 and August 1990 -- and, in the end, it was not enough.
 
Kevin said he was disappointed at the final result and told me that AFFoS
had been turned over to Jeanne Dillard for a fifth revision. I was
disappointed at that, and perhaps a little surprised, but not angry. To
tell the truth, I was relieved; I did not want to have to take yet another
whack at the book, and said as much at the time -- and more than once -- on
the GEnie computer net. I suggested to Kevin that Jeanne might deserve a
byline on the book, but was assured that she would not be doing all that
extensive a job. To quote what Kevin told me more than once, it would still
be my book. (I never talked to Jeanne about this myself. Perhaps I should
have done so. Live and learn.)
 
I assure you that it is not my book. If AFFoS were a movie, you could
perhaps give me a "from a concept by" credit, but that's about all.
 
I finally received the revised manuscript just a month before publication,
and quickly saw the book for what it had become: a hastily produced and
clumsily edited cut 'n paste of my stuff mixed with some reasonably good
stuff grafted on by Jeanne. Unfortunately, the scars of those grafts
clearly show: Our writing styles are vastly different, and AFFoS indicates
that they don't mix very well. The book desperately needs some smoothing,
and it wouldn't have taken long to do, but there was no time left for it.
(I know. I volunteered.)
 
There are other problems, too. For example, one major character is
introduced twice, ten manuscript pages apart -- once by me and once by
Jeanne. There are sometimes drastic, and occasionally bizarre,
inconsistencies in characterization. Futuristic terminology is awkward: my
"viddycams" have been replaced by mundane "cameras," but "watches" have
become mysterious "chronos."  There are also sentence fragments strewn all
over the landscape like slats from a barn after a tornado.
 
Worst of all -- at least, as I see it -- the ending of the book, fairly
downbeat in the original, has been revised drastically and is now "happy."
There may no longer be room in the Star Trek universe for anything more
thoughtful than a happy ending. The people who license and publish the Trek
books may have come to believe that their readers can't handle an ending
that isn't "happy." Could be, could be. The folks who produce those romance
novels you see in the supermarket think that way, too.
 
Kevin Ryan tried -- briefly -- to convince me that it's a good book, but I
am realistic enough to know better, and he is honest enough not to have
tried too hard. It is poorly handled and, in the final analysis, it is not
about very much at all. I am stuck with this two-headed yet brainless
mutant child who bears my name, and I do not like it. Not at all.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 18:36:00 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Alas, Babylon - by Pat Frank

Well, I finally read this pretty famous post-war book.  It's a good read,
with some interesting insights into military thinking and psychology of
surviving a post-nuclear war.  Since I've read a lot of post-war books
(Warday, Postman, etc), I didn't find the plot very original.  However, the
book had a proper amount of melodrama (just look at the title) and an
enjoyable read.
   Rating 3.5 (out of 0-5)

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 23:16:58 GMT
From: james@castle.ed.ac.uk (J Gillespie)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest V16

ankh@diku.dk (Klaus Ambrass) writes:
>BRIANS@umuc.BITNET ("Brian Sobus") writes:
>>I once saw a book containing artwork of Moorcock's Elric series.  It
>>seemed to me that this book was about an animated film based on the Elric
>>series.
>
>>I have never been able to find the book again.  Nor do I remember the
>>title or the author.
>
>It seems to me that you refer to Wendy Pini's epic.
   [Interesting stuff deleted]

Or possibly a book of Rodney Matthews' artwork. I was just recently
given one which includes some artwork he did for Moorcock, and there
was mention of some sort of project (memory like a sieve; I only read
it last week) in which Matthews was going to supply the artwork for
Moorcock to write an Elric story around.  I can remember that it was
to be set at the end of time, but can't remember if it was just
stills, or if it ever got finished.  Matthews has done quite a few
book covers for Moorcock, and is apparently on quite friendly terms
with him; there was a bit by Moorcock in the book of artwork, in which
he said that Matthews' pictures of his stories often come out as he

James Gillespie
Edinburgh University
james@ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 17:22:31 GMT
From: gouvea@heac.mast.queensu.ca (Fernando Q. Gouvea)
Subject: Re:  Wolfe's "Soldier of Arete"

Well, I for one *did* enjoy Gene Wolfe's *Soldier of Arete* quite a bit.
It's true that it's a very different book from *Soldier of the Mist*, but
that's only to be expected from Wolfe.  It seems to me that in *Mist* Latro
is still (re)discovering his world, but that in *Arete* the implications of
his situation are beginning to have an impact, so that much of the book is
written in a deep depression.  While Latro does not remember, he does seem
to carry something from day to day (he's becoming a better storyteller, for
one thing, and emotions also seem to stay with him longer than memories).

Of course, *Arete* begins to explore the differences between Latro and us
much more deeply than the first book.  Many people seem to find it sexist,
for example.  (How could it not be?)

(Spoiler follows!)

Finally, though I didn't *enjoy* the conclusion (I wasn't meant to), I find
it technically admirable: Latro has just abandoned his slave Io to Pindarus
(whether because he forgets that she is special to him or because he feels
he needs to is still unclear); the reader gets abandoned in exactly the
same way, to a narrator that is much different from Latro, and much less
engaging.

I only hope the book gets a good reception, because I want to see the rest
of this story!!

Fernando Gouvea
gouvea@heac.mast.queensu.ca

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Robert Adams (2 msgs) & Herbert (3 msgs) &
                    McCaffrey & Niven (2 msgs) & Stirling (2 msgs) &
                    Vampire Novels (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 17:53:14 GMT
From: MAYFLON@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu (Geoff Knobl)
Subject: Robert Adams

Someone recently mentioned that Adams has yet to put out his third book in
his "Stairway to Forever" series.  I have the first book but gave up
finding the SECOND book after about two years of looking.  I figured he
just didn't think it was worth writing more on or maybe he had died; I
didn't know.  Now I hear the third one should be coming out soon.  What is
the name of the second book?

Geoff Knobl
Mayflon@VTVM1.cc.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 18:38:46 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Robert Adams

MAYFLON@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU (Geoff Knobl) said:
> in his "Stairway to Forever" series.  I have the first book but gave up
> finding the SECOND book after about two years of looking.  I figured he
> just didn't think it was worth writing more on or maybe he had died; I
> didn't know.  Now I hear the third one should be coming out soon.  What
> is the name of the second book?

Robert Adams is indeed dead, the second Stirway to Forever book was a
paperback called "Monsters and Magicians," and I don't know anything about
a third book in the series.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 02:29:18 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Frank Herbert

wab@yoda.Rational.COM (Bill Baker) writes:

>The Frank Herbert book that seems to have fallen through the cracks is
>"Hellstrom's Hive," a very strange piece about a secret society organized
>along the lines of an insect colony.  My favorite part is where they stock
>up the lower torsos of women hooked up to life support machines for
>reproduction.  Yeeuch!

An interesting book, with the ecological (scientific meaning, not
environmentalist meaning) aspects that Herbert was so good at.  Apparently,
it was originally presented with a different name, but due to the recent
(at that time) success of the documentary "The Hellstrom Chronicles" and
movies like "Phase IV", he was told to rename the main character and the
book and stick in a mention of the documentary.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 16:45:52 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Frank Herbert

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>9015P@navpgs.bitnet ("CAMPBELL SHANNON ")
>>My initial note was concerning Frank Herbert and the "Dune" trilogy so to
>>spark the fires of controversy in as many of the Sci-Fi experts out
>>there: I, finally propose my thesis about "Dune" which is that it in many
>>ways resembles J.R.R. Tolkien's Hobbit trilogy - a central character
>>fights
>
>To stay simple, let's consider only _Dune_: 1) Paul does not fight great
>evil, [...further disagreements ]

I agree with the critiques of this theory, more or less.

Also, this is an extremely weak thesis in several other senses.  Around
2500 years ago, one of the ancient Greeks (anyone recall who?)  said that
there are really only 6 possible stories that can be told (or some similar
small number). Everything else was said to be simply a variation on one of
those themes, and even then, such variations had been repeated endless
times.

So one could no doubt draw endless parallels between almost any two famous
works. People have in particular gone gonzo over analogous parallels
between the Lord of the Rings and <brand X literature>.

The modern sense of this is that there are three themes: man versus man,
man versus nature, and man versus himself. There are zillions of other ways
to look at the same thing. E.g. one might add "man versus alien", or claim
"no, that's a variation on man versus man, with the alien being simply a
metaphor for a different culture of man". Or divide it up along the lines
"boy meets girl" versus "hero/antihero struggling against adversity" etc.
etc.

So any parallel between two stories can easily be "correct" in some sense,
but that's not really interesting unless it's a *strong* parallel,
involving an interesting number or detailed depth of coincidences between
the particulars of the variations they draw from the small pool of themes.

E.g. I spotted some points of correspondence between Dune and Hyperion, but
only enough to suspect that Simmons is a Herbert fan (like many of us), not
sufficient to draw a sharp parallel.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 20:46:06 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com (Aron Insinga  22-Feb-1991 1156)
Subject: Dune

Sure, I can agree that "Dune" and "Lord of the Rings" have the same basic
plot, but then there aren't that many basic plots to go around (good vs.
evil; boy meets girl; there are some things man was not meant to know;
etc.)  Beyond that level, I'm not so sure.

I think I've only read Dune once, over 18? years ago, during a car trip
from Delaware to Florida.  It was a long car trip and "Dune" was the
thickest interesting sf book I could find!  Despite the refined selection
criteria (:-) it turned out that I picked up a good book and I enjoyed it a
lot.  I read most of the sequels too.  I seem to be one of the few people
who liked "Dune Messiah".  Maybe I just had a crush on Alia in that volume.
I did not really like the movie because they omitted the parts about life
in the seitch (spelling?) and the environmental reasons for the Freeman's
success - Arrakis being a harsher planet than the other troops'.  (Forget
those stupid sonic disruptors or whatever they had in the movie!)  Being
married to an illustrator, I'm just not into surrealism.

I find it interesting that you bring up this book now. Your address has
".navy.mil" in it and I had been wondering if it was popular with people
recently removed to the Persian Gulf.  (Has it been translated into any of
the middle eastern languages?  Would the Saudi censors let it into the
country?)

Aron Insinga
Digital Equipment Corporation
110 Spit Brook Rd. (ZKO2-3/N30)
Nashua, NH 03062-2698
(603) 881-1928
ARPA:	insinga@tle.enet.dec.com
UUCP:	decwrl!tle.enet.dec.com!insinga

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 23:22:46 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Nick_Janow@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Nick Janow)
Subject: Re: Sassinak (yech)

I was quite disappointed by "Sassinak" too.  I enjoyed Elizabeth Moon's
"Paksenarrion" series, but "Sassinak" didn't quite measure up.  I'm not
sure if it was due to the collaboration with Anne McCaffrey, but it might
have been.  "Sassinak" was fairly choppy; I had the feeling that it was
written in definite sections, possibly by two authors with different
styles.

I also didn't like the alien races; they weren't written in a believable
way.  Good aliens are hard to write, but if you can't come up with some
believable ones and aliens aren't absolutely necessary to the story, leave
them out.  The basic story of a girl's career in the space navy could have
been written just fine without the aliens; they didn't add anything
important to the story.

From what I've seen of the two authors, I guess that the aliens were mostly
McCaffrey's.  Does anyone else have any thoughts on what parts of the book
were written by which author?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 05:22:32 GMT
From: tom@bears.ucsb.edu (Tom Weinstein)
Subject: Re: The Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
> Also, the sequel, _The Mote in Mercheson's Eye_ seems to be redundent,
> since God's Eye _is_ Murcheson B.  Could anyone explain w/o spoilers?

You have the title wrong.  It's _The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye_.

Get it?

Tom Weinstein
tom@bears.ucsb.edu
tweinst@polyslo.calpoly.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 91 09:25:19 GMT
From: dhartung@chinet.chi.il.us (Dan Hartung)
Subject: Re: The Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   Someone recommended that I read _The Mote in God's Eye_ (it was his
>charge for letting me borrow most of his books!).  I started it and it was
>really bad.  Then about chapter three it picked up.  It seemed to be that
>Pournelle had written the first two chapters and then Niven wrote a few.
>I've never read Pournelle but Niven is one of my favorite authors and I
>know his syle.  So how did the collaboration happen?

I believe they alternate doing the first drafts chapter by chapter, then go
over each other's work.

>Also, the sequel, _The Mote in Mercheson's Eye_ seems to be redundent,
>since God's Eye _is_ Murcheson B.  Could anyone explain w/o spoilers?

Murcheson's Eye and God's Eye are the same thing, just different names, if
I remember my cosmology right.  Um, I feel their use as titles might have
metaphorical impact: i.e. the Moties were something God screwed up, this
might be something related to a Murcheson screwup?

Daniel A. Hartung
Birch Grove Software     
dhartung@chinet.chi.il.us

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 03:39:50 GMT
From: moudgill@svax.cs.cornell.edu (Mayan Moudgill)
Subject: The General Part I The Forge by S.M. Stirling & David Drake

I enjoyed this piece of Military Sci-Fi and if you like this (sub-)genre
you'll probably enjoy it, too. It's written by by S.M. Stirling (Marching
through Georgia) and David Drake (Hammer's Slammers), and it's as good as
any of their other books.

My only problem about it is it reeks of Belisarus (by Robert Graves),
but with a gaurdian angel to prevent Belisarus from making the political
mistakes he did. Equivs:
Raj==Belisarus Honest, great general
His Wife==Ananstatia friend of Theodora, ex-courtesan
Anne==Theodora ex-prostitute, powerful
Her husband==Justinian power-mad, fickle
Companions/5th Descotters==Companions/Household Cavalry.

I always *DID* want Belisarus to be politically more astute.
so its not all a waste.

Now if somebody could rehabilitate Hannibal........
:)
mayan

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 22:33:34 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Military SF

moudgill@cs.cornell.edu (Mayan Moudgill):
>I enjoyed this piece of Military Sci-Fi and if you like this (sub-)genre
>you'll probably enjoy it, too. It's written by by S.M. Stirling (Marching
>through Georgia) and David Drake (Hammer's Slammers), and it's as good as
>any of their other books.

Agreed.  But it raises a question I've been wondering about: Is the
Military SF subgenre an SF adaptation of an established military fiction
genre?  It has that feel.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 19:12:25 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

achase@oracle.com (Andrea Chase) writes:
>I am looking for a few good vampire books.  I've already got the Anne Rice
>series and, of course, Bram Stoker, on my shelf.  What am I missing?  What
>can you recommend and, just as importantly, steer me away from?  Net posts
>or e-mail would be equally ever so wonderful.

I found George R. R. Martin's _Fevre_Dream_ to be at least as good as
_Interview_With_The_Vampire_ (the only Rice book worth reading, unless
_Queen_ is substantially better than _Lestat_).

Barbara Hambly's _Those_Who_Stalk_The_Night_ is one I've heard good things
about.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 19:18:43 GMT
From: claussn@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Craig Claussen)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

   Well, the next one that comes to mind is _The Hunger_ by Whitley
Streiber, and then _Salem's Lot_ by Stephen King.  Other than that, I fear
the pickins are pretty slim.  I think also _Baal_ by Robert R. McCammon is
vampire-oriented, but I'm not sure; I know he did one, and I'm not all that
familiar with his work.

Craig Claussen

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 01:32:29 GMT
From: srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

Has anyone mentioned "The Troupe" by Gordon Linz?  (I may have that last
name incorrect.)

Scott Turner

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 15:03:35 GMT
From: azathoth@cbnewsm.att.com (steven.r.houser)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

The Comte St. Germain stories I've read have been good; I forget the
author's name.  And _Carmilla_ by J. Sheridan Le Fanu is another classic
novel.

Steve Houser
uunet!att!cblph!srh

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 20:30:19 GMT
From: tivoli!mary@cs.utexas.edu (Mary Anthony)
Subject: vampire books

A vampire series I am really fond of is a series of books called
collectively the St. Germain Chronicles.  The name of the author is Chelsa
Quinn Yarboro.  (I'm not sure if I hit the mark on the spelling of the
series or author's name but it's close enought to find them).

One of the books in the series is called Blood Games. Perhaps someone else
on the net can give you more of the titles.

Mary Anthony
TIVOLI Systems, Inc.
mary@tivoli.com                         

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 21:58:27 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

Me, I like Fred Saberhagen's Dracula series.  "The Dracula Tape" is an
excellent rebuttal by the count to Stoker's novel.  And as a long-time fan
of the Great Detective, I found "The Holmes-Dracula File" to be excellent.
"An Old Friend of the Family", "Thorn" and "Dominion" suffer somewhat from
their setting in the latter part of the 20th century, but they're still
pretty good.  I haven't found a copy of "A Matter of Taste" yet, I'm
starting to think that its existence is an urban myth invented on the Net.

P. N. Elrod's "Vampire Files" series is entertaining, though it's not
likely to become a classic.  And Suzy McKee Charnas' "The Vampire Tapestry"
is both interesting and strange, especially if you've ever dabbled in study
of symbiosis and parasitology.

And Richard Matheson's "I Am Legend", which was turned into one adequate
movie ("The Last Man on Earth", with Vincent Price) and one lousy movie
with good actors ("The Omega Man" with Charlton Heston) is a good and
different look at vampirism.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 17:28:36 GMT
From: gl11+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gregory James Legowski)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

I personally liked Brian Lumley's (I think it was him) Necroscope series.
The main character is a man who can talk to the dead, and in his travels,
he runs into the undead.  Not frightening, but interesting.  The writing
is easy to read, but some of the concepts Lumley uses (plane travel,
vampirism is caused by a parasite, etc) are pretty involved.

Greg Legowski
gl11+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 00:57:12 GMT
From: n8442349@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu (Joy and/or Corey)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

A good way to go would be 'the Penguin Book of Vampire Stories-200 years of
Vampire fiction" (I think that's the title, it was also released in
hardback under a different title) It is a very good sampler of vampire
fiction over the last 200 years, as the title suggests. It includes
"Dracula's Guest" the first chapter of Dracula which was edited for length
reasons, as well as "Carmilla" and much much more.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 91 02:54:59 GMT
From: ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Douglas Ingram)
Subject: Re: vampire reading

   I just finished the new book by John Steakley a couple of weeks ago,
called _Vampire$_.  It's about a group of vampire hunters set in the
present time (mostly in Dallas and Cleburne, Texas).  It's very dramatic,
and in some cases, a little too much so for my tastes.  Lots and lots of
action sequences.  If you liked _Armor_, you'll like this one; I couldn't
put it down.  Yeah, it's got a lot of intensity, especially in the
dialogue, but it's well put-together.  Nine on a scale of one to ten.
Steakley's a very promising author.  So far only two books released, and
I'm waiting for more.

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu
ingram@uwaphast.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 21:26:17 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: VAMPIRE BOOKS

Try _The_Delicate_Dependency_, by Michael Talbott.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 21:42:00 GMT
From: GOATHUNTER@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, Western Ky. University")
Subject: Re: Vampire novels

Ah, finally, a topic I can sink my teeth into...  (sorry)

Very, incredibly, highly recommended:

   They Thirst, by Robert R. McCammon  (Pocket Books)
   Live Girls, by Ray Garton (Pocket Books)
   Sunglasses After Dark, by Nancy A. Collins (Signet)
   The Light at the End, by John Skipp and Craig Spector (Bantam)
   Nightblood, by T. Chris Martindale (Warner Books)
   The Keep, by F. Paul Wilson (Berkley/Jove)
   'Salem's Lot, by Stephen King (Signet)

Very enjoyable:

   Blood of the Impaler, by Jeffrey Sackett (Bantam)
   Tempter, by Nancy A. Collins (Signet)
   The Dracula series by Fred Saberhagen (Tor Books):
      The Dracula Tape
      The Holmes-Dracula File
      An Old Friend of the Family (the best)
      Thorn
      Dominion
      A Matter of Taste

Stay away from:

      No specific titles, but I generally avoid the novels like "Vampire
      Child", etc.

Hope this helps.  I've got more horror suggestions, if anybody's
interested. 

Hunter Goatley
ACRS, Western Kentucky University               
GOATHUNTER@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Books - Niven & Simmons (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 11:41:54 GMT
From: cksnsr@nmt.edu (Christopher Knight)
Subject: Re: The Mote in Niven's Eye

I was originally going to refut the name that was given for the title of
the book "Mote Around Mucheson's Eye", but wanting to check my sources, I
pulled my copy of the biblio. from the end of "N-Space Vol. 1".  It seems
that I was wrong.  However I felt that I should continue this letter for
the information value alone.  The bibliography in "N-Space" is great.  This
contains the works of the past through the present of Larry Niven, et. al.
This is a must, even if you have to photocopy it.  It also contains the
names of the foreign works that have contained his writings.  Any who are
interested should run, not walk to the closest book store.  Unfortunately
it (N-Space) is in hardback so it will cost a pretty penny.

Of interest: 
   Forthcoming:
      "The Wishing Game", short story, the final tale of the Warlock
	companions.  To be contained in ARABESQUES 2
    
   Works in Progress:
      "Avogadro's World" (w/ Jerry Pournelle and Wendy All), Bean Books
      "Destiny's Road", Tor Books
      "The Ghost Ships", Del Rey
      "N-Space Vol. 2", Tor Books
      "Achilles' Choice" (w/ Steven Barnes), Tor Books

I have no Idea where any of these might fit into any of his current
milieux, other then "Mote" and Wishing Game".  If anyone has any info on
these, please post it here.

Thank You.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 19:38:48 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>>I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
>>was resolved.  I'm glad I didn't have to wait to read FoH.  I thought of
>>Hyperion more as a series of short stories than a novel.  They really
>>didn't have a whole lot in common (other than the universe).  They did
>>provide different viewpoints to help describe that universe though.
>
>Yes, that's basically how I viewed the first book.  Happily, I have the
>whole thing in one volume (thanks to the SF Book Club) and could just flip
>a few pages.  I imagined that anyone who bought just the first book
>would probably be annoyed as heck, though.

I would tend to disagree with you about this.  Some split volumes, most
notably Donaldson's "Mordant's Need" story, have no business being split at
all, it just doesn't make sense.  However, I found that _Hyperion_, while
admittedly leaving a great number of unanswered questions behind, managed
to be a self-contained novel in its own right, as well.  I was excited to
read the sequel, but by no means did I have the impression that the two
belonged together.

_Hyperion_ is complete in the sense that, well, the _Canterbury Tales_ is
complete, for one.  A great deal of attention is paid to setting the scene,
and, had Simmons finished the story in the same book, I think it would have
been somewhat anticlimactical.  (Suspense makes you want to know what's
going on, but I always enjoy the wanting more than the finding out.)

IMHO IMHO IMHO IMHO!

>However, I did LOVE the story about the girl with Merlin sickness in 
>Hyperion.  It was my favorite of the book.  I found the story 
>devastating.  I didn't find it very believable, but it was great
>tragedy.

I thought for a long time about which of the stories I found most
satisfying.  Indeed, the Scholar's tale is fantastic.  The Consul's tale
was the one I found most moving.  The question, "What drives someone to
betray their race?" really intrigues me.  I don't think I can really be
said to have a favorite.  Not a single one of them disappointed me, except
for the Captain's tale, for obvious reasons.  :)

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 17:04:16 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
>You know that he wrote a book a while back called (I think) _Phases_Of_
>_Gravity_, right?  I just picked up a copy from the local Waldenbooks, but
>I unfortunately haven't had time to read it yet.

Same here, although I was fortunate enough to catch him at a local
bookstore signing last night, and got it (and the two Hyperion books)
autographed, and chatted a bit.

One interesting thing he said is that he finds it harder and harder to
write each book, because his own personal standards keep going up.  You
have to respect that. Certain authors seem to go in the opposite direction.
He agreed on that; I forget the term he used, something equivalent to "hack
novelists". We all know who they are.

He says his first published story (following his winning the watchamacallit
writing contest) was in Omni, which is interesting in itself.

>>I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
>>was resolved.  I'm glad I didn't have to wait to read FoH.  I thought of

Agreed. Although there was at least a mild pause in the action, rather than
it ending on a complete cliffhanger, as Zelazny is so fond of doing in the
Amber/Merlin series.

>The only part of the books I really didn't care for was the termination of
>the fatline connections.  To my mind, it demanded an explanation of who
>did it, where they were, and why they cut off transmission (and why they
>hadn't done so before), and no explanations were forthcoming.

I have to disagree with this; I thought his handling of this was a nice
touch. There was some mystery to it, but it was not left completely
unexplained: there was all that song and dance about phenomenon in the
quantum voids (or whatever the terminology was) wherein the fatline took
place, and that the good-guy God had developed there.  It seemed pretty
obvious that that God, or related some related party, was who shut off the
fatline. To explain in any more detail would have been too heavy handed;
just about *everything* in the book was handled in the same
touch-of-mystery kind of way, with limited revealment. Very consistent, and
a nice effect.

Perhaps it's just that your tastes run towards the "completely gorged
fufillment" (versus "artistic enticement") end of the spectrum? Mine
sometimes do, so I guess I could understand that.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 18:44:28 GMT
From: dougm@tsnews.convergent.com (Doug Moran )
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion

Note:  Some SPOILERS for the two HYPERION books, and FORGE OF GOD.

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I'm surprised I haven't heard (at least I don't remember hearing) anything
>about it, but _The Fall of Hyperion_ is out in PB!

Well, I'm not exactly in favor of "bombardment", but...

I just finished the two HYPERION books.  I was pleased, and reasonably
impressed, although I certainly feel that FALL OF HYPERION is not quite the
book that HYPERION was.  For one thing, the novelty of the universe wore
off a tad.  For another, I appreciated the "Canterbury Tales" style of the
first novel very much, and the second novel had nothing that was as
interesting stylisticly.  Finally, I always have a problem with books that
tie everything up in a neat package.  Perhaps I've read too much Pynchon; I
don't know.

It was interesting for me to read the two HYPERION books for the simple
reason that I had just finished Greg Bear's FORGE OF GOD.  I would have
been hard pressed to find two more contrasting novels if I had been trying.
FORGE OF GOD was a decent novel, with decent ideas and workmanlike writing,
that reminded me entirely too much of FOOTFALL.  I had previously read
BLOOD MUSIC by Bear, and had been struck by how much his writing resembled
that of Larry Niven.  FORGE OF GOD did nothing to dissuade me from that
opinion.  Hell, it even had that piece of frippery that I am growing to
loathe, the really-famous-author-who-just-happens-to-be-called
on-to-do-import-work-for-the-powers-that-be.  I know that writing teachers
all tell you to "write what you know," and what do authors know more about
than themselves? But, to have a famous author who *just happens* to figure
out where the president is, and *just happens* to be let in to see the
Pres. becaus the Pres. *just happens* to be reading said author's latest
book, and the author then *just happens* to become a close advisor to the
Pres., well, it was all just too much (sort of like that last sentence).
Of course, that doesn't really compare with the meeting of the SF author's
Mutual Admiration Society that occurred in FOOTFALL, but still...

Then I read "The Poet's Tale" in HYPERION, and I must say that, if authors
*must* put authors in their books, at least do it with the grace and skill
that Dan Simmons brought to this story.  Aside from the fact that HYPERION
is a much more *interesting* story than FORGE OF GOD, Simmons' prose is
several notches above "workmanlike".  FORGE OF GOD trudges along at a
steady pace, with few surprises, mostly cardboard characters, and sometimes
clumsy writing.  HYPERION raced along, with the style changing, now first
person, now third person, now in a rather vulgar style, now in the
well-known fourties hard-boiled detective thriller style.  And the
characters were wonderful - I truly cared whether Rachel returned to her
father, and what happened to the Consul.  In fact, "The Scholar's Tale: The
River Lethe's Taste is Bitter" is one of the best pieces of Science Fiction
I have read in years.

So, skip the latest Greg Bear or Piers Anthony novel, and read the two
HYPERION books.

Doug Moran
pyramid!ctnews!sparky!dougm
dougm@sparky.Convergent.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 02:03:58 GMT
From: marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
>> marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>>This story (H & FoH) reminded me of the story about the Tower of Babel.
>>In case you don't remember (it's been decades for me), a tower was being
>>built to heaven.  God threw a monkey wrench in the works by making
>>everyone speak a different language so they couldn't communicate.  They
>>gave up on the tower and scattered to the ends of the Earth.
>
>>Here, communication was represented by the farcaster/fatline systems.
>>Communication ceased when the farcaster system was destroyed and "the
>>powers that be" took away their fatline priviledges.  Now all the planets
>>will go their separate ways and find their individual solutions to the
>>problems of survival.  The book alluded to this at the end.
>
>>I guess the core was the tower.  It was being used to link to the
>>Ultimate Intelligence(s), which represents God.  The UI(s) forced a
>>situation where we low-lifes were forced to destroy the farcaster/core.
>
>Well, I think there is some similarity there, but I think you have to
>stretch it for it to REALLY fall in place.  After all, they DID have the
>ability to travel between the stars without the farcasters, albeit less
>efficiently, and so the isolation would have been far from total (except
>for those people who were stranded in their living rooms at the top of a
>mountain...)

True, but the people who built the Tower of Babel could communicate in a
crude fashion (sign language/hand waving), it just wasn't productive.  The
people in FoH were put in the situation where it took a long time to
travel/communicate that was similar to the tower builders being scattered
to the ends of the Earth.  The Hegemony citizens will now develop different
languages due to the loss of instantaneous communications just like the
people of ancient Earth.  They too were separated by long travel times.

I think the loss of these systems will accomplish the same things as the
events in the Tower of Babel story - physical separation resulting in the
development of varied cultures, languages and races.  Just what any good
species needs to continue the evolutionary process to achieve even greater
heights.

>The only part of the books I really didn't care for was the termination of
>the fatline connections.  To my mind, it demanded an explanation of who
>did it, where they were, and why they cut off transmission (and why they
>hadn't done so before), and no explanations were forthcoming.  Considering
>the lengths to which Simmons went to explain most other major occurrences
>in the story, it seemed out of place.

I think I got this one.  The human UI lived in the fatline medium.  After
the destruction of the farcaster system, reference was made about the huge
traffic that suddenly occurred on the system.  Where transmissions came in
only occasionally earlier, they were coming in non-stop just before the
privileges were terminated.  The UI tolerated the light traffic earlier,
but couldn't stand the din that occured after the farcaster destruction.
Have you ever been in a room where a whole bunch of kids started screaming
at once?  I think that's how the human UI felt.  Just SHUT UP!!!

Marshall

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 03:32:23 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion

dougm@tsnews.Convergent.COM (Doug Moran ) writes:
>I just finished the two HYPERION books.  I was pleased, and reasonably
>impressed, although I certainly feel that FALL OF HYPERION is not quite
>the book that HYPERION was.  For one thing, the novelty of the universe
>wore off a tad.  For another, I appreciated the "Canterbury Tales" style
>of the first novel very much, and the second novel had nothing that was as
>interesting stylisticly.  Finally, I always have a problem with books that
>tie everything up in a neat package.  Perhaps I've read too much Pynchon;
>I don't know.

Actually, one of the aspects of the book I enjoyed most was how well
Simmons was able to tie everything up.  Considering the wide range of
stories and styles he wrote about, I think it was a most impressive job.

I think the second novel made a much bigger deal of the Keats material, and
may be extremely interesting thematically in that light.  Not knowing
Keats' work for a hole in the ground, it all went way over my head.
Nonetheless, I still regard the Hyperion pair as a superb work of science
fiction (or is it fantasy?  Some of both, actually).

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 23:45:27 GMT
From: mthome@bbn.com (Mike Thome)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*unspoiled*)

marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
>was resolved.

Egad!  As though the (non) resolution of the story had *anything* to with
enjoyment of the first novel!  When all the wonderfully intriguing aspect
of the first were tied up into a single pat (trivial, trite, simplistic)
resolution, I had to ask myself, "How is it that a conflict between
Unknowables can be explained away so easily?"  It was akin to the
disappointment in seeing "Aliens" after "Alien" - an "Unstoppable Force Of
Nature" becomes little more than a glorified cockroach.

I found the second book of Hyperion somewhat of an anticlimax compared to
the first - less believable, less unique, less outstanding.

Cheers!

mthome@bbn.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 18:46:41 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
>I think the second novel made a much bigger deal of the Keats material,
>and may be extremely interesting thematically in that light.  Not knowing
>Keats' work for a hole in the ground, it all went way over my head.
>Nonetheless, I still regard the Hyperion pair as a superb work of science
>fiction [...]

But *now* you do know something about Keats. One of the interesting things
I've found about SF is that one can learn at least tidbits about culture
and literature that one might not have sought out otherwise.  Anything
about Keats that comes up in the future will now have a framework in your
head to hang on. Good science fiction can be both educational in itself,
and also form a basis for, or stimulate interest in, further learning.

I didn't know Keats to speak of, either (aside from a few quotes that were
familiar from indirect sources), but Simmons provided sufficient material
that it was all quite fascinating, and I very much doubt that it really did
go over your head. Give yourself some credit; after all, a Keats scholar
with no previous SF background wouldn't have understood any of the rest of
the book.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm
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Today's Topics:

      Books - Cherryh & DeCamp & Frank (2 msgs) & Gardner & Gilman &
              LeGuin & Wolfe & Vampire Stories (10 msgs) &
              Highlander Novel & Recent Releases

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 15:37:24 GMT
From: audunh@eik.ii.uib.no (Audun Hauge (Databehendling))
Subject: Cherryh questions

I'd like to put a few questions to this newsgroup, basically to see if
anyone can give me hints on a few stories I find of interest.

C.J. Cherryh:
1) I've read Downbelow Station and wonder if the others in this series
   are of equal quality.
   Could someone who likes Cherryh rate the following? ( 0..10 )
   40,000 in Gehenna
   Merchanters luck
   ( Voyage in the dark ? can't remember last book )

2) I also liked The dreamstone, but have not been able to lay hands on the
   follow-up story ( The tree of swords and jewels ).
   Is 'The tree ..' as good as The dreamstone ?
   Is it still in print ( living in Norway makes it hard to get hold of
   books ) ?

3) The faded sun trilogy:
   I've read the first book (Kesrith?) but found it somewhat below
   normal Cherryh standard. Do the two others make up for no. 1 ?
   ( sometimes I find that in a trilogy the later books give added
   value to the earlier volumes.)

I'm beginning to have a hard time finding new sf-books worth buying.  Given
that my taste runs to Niven, Cherryh, Asimov, Leo Frankowsky, Heinlein,
Card, ...  can someone out there with better access to bookstores give me a
hint of new books/authors in this line of sf?

Audun Hauge
audunh@ii.uib.no

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 19:46:40 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: DeCamp

DeCamp has written another Krishna book, Swords of Z-something.  I got it
yesterday but, I haven't read it yet. It is most likely worth buying.

Has anyone who has the old Ace double-back "Hand of Zei/Search for Zei"
bought the book "Hand of Zei" to see if it is verbatim the same book?  I
have the first but, I'm too careful with my money to get the 2nd.  The
second story of the double-back was noticeably less polished than the
first, so I wonder if the 2nd half has been polished up a bit in the new
edition.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 19:40:43 GMT
From: sem@mbunix.mitre.org (McQueen)
Subject: Re: Alas, Babylon - by Pat Frank

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:

>Well, I finally read this pretty famous post-war book.  It's a good read,
>with some interesting insights into military thinking and psychology of
>surviving a post-nuclear war.  Since I've read a lot of post-war books
>(Warday, Postman, etc), I didn't find the plot very original.  However,
>the book had a proper amount of melodrama (just look at the title) and an
>enjoyable read. 

Of course, _Alas, Babylon_ predates the other books you mention, so maybe
it is their plots that are unoriginal.

Stan McQueen        
The MITRE Corporation
1259 Lake Plaza Dr.  
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
719-380-3325
sem@mbunix.mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 23:10:13 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: Alas, Babylon - by Pat Frank

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
> Well, I finally read this pretty famous post-war book.  It's a good read,
> with some interesting insights into military thinking and psychology of
> surviving a post-nuclear war.  Since I've read a lot of post-war books
> (Warday, Postman, etc), I didn't find the plot very original.  However,
> the book had a proper amount of melodrama (just look at the title) and an
> enjoyable read.

You may also enjoy _On the Beach_ by Nevil Shute, and _Level 7_ by I forget
whom.  They are in the same genre, and are also classics.  They were read
by the "general" audience, not just sf lovers.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 00:18:19 GMT
From: edwong@bucsf.bu.edu (Edward Wong)
Subject: Craig Gardner

Has anybody read the books written by Graig Gardner?  I forgot the middle
initials.

Edward Wong
edwong@bucsf.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 17:55:20 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Moonwise

"Moonwise", by Greer Ilene Gilman, ROC 0-451-45094-9, 2/91, $4.95. [*****]

This fantasy will not be to all tastes, but people who like this sort of
book will love it.

What sort of book?  An incredibly lyrical one, very dense reading, with
every word carefully selected, with snatches of English folksong and
folklore weaving in and out of the text.  A book in which Hopkinsesque
descriptions mingle with absurd word plays, to the detriment of neither.

The plot (*not* a Secret Country ripoff) concerns two friends who find
themselves in what appears to be one of the fantasy worlds they designed
years earlier.  It's a very spare story, but that's not a disadvantage: The
pleasure of this book is in the reading of each page, not in the
resolution.

For people who like this sort of thing, this *is* the sort of thing they
like.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 00:59:36 GMT
From: cpdja@marlin.jcu.edu.au (D J Astley)
Subject: Ursula Le Guin - Earthsea "Trilogy"

I saw some speil a while back concerning the Earthsea Trilogy, namely that
it was now a quartet. Could I please have some info on the new book, namely
its title, release date and a capsule review if possible? Anyone?  

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 23:29:54 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re:  Wolfe's "Soldier of Arete"

SPOILER warning

gouvea@HEAC.MAST.QUEENSU.CA (Fernando Q. Gouvea) writes:
>Finally, though I didn't *enjoy* the conclusion (I wasn't meant to), I
>find it technically admirable: Latro has just abandoned his slave Io to
>Pindarus (whether because he forgets that she is special to him or because
>he feels he needs to is still unclear); the reader gets abandoned in
>exactly the same way, to a narrator that is much different from Latro, and
>much less engaging.

That's because he's a poet (the new narrator) whereas Latro is a warrior.
Latro's prose is much like Ceasar's Gallic Wars: direct and to the point.

As for you feeling abandoned like Io, I think this is one of Wolfe's best
points.  All though the two books, I felt like I also had amnesia just like
Latro.  Maybe I identified too much with Latro, but Wolfe makes it so easy.

>I only hope the book gets a good reception, because I want to see the rest
>of this story!!

Why do I seem to be the only one on the net (or at least the only one who
talks about this book) who doesn't think there will be a third book?  Is
the indefinite-number-of-sequels paradigm so ingrained in publishing these
days that no one can imagine a series that ends?

Here are a couple of facts which I think point to there not being another
"Soldier of" book.

1. In the intro (or preface, or whatever), I believe Wolfe says that there
are only two scrolls that he's been asked to translate.  He never claims
that each book has the entire contents on one scroll, but they'd have to be
pretty long scrolls for it to be otherwise.

2. Latro went off and left his scrolls.  The scrolls are taken to Hill and
stored away.  Unless Latro somehow makes his way back to Hill, he will
never add anything more to them.  I suppose that he could somehow get back
there and do that, but it seems improbable (then again, maybe I shouldn't
talk about improbable with the gods running around interfering with
things).

I agree that it'd be nice to see the next episode, but I'm not holding my
breath.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 20:11:17 GMT
From: CM.CMY@forsythe.stanford.edu (Carolyn Ybarra)
Subject: re: vampire reading

I remember reading _Carmilla_ when I was about 15 years old and thinking it
was very very creepy.

Mercedes Lackey's books about Diana Tregarde have a vampire in them.
_Children of the Night_ involves a sort of emotional vampirism that is
quite insidious.  I liked the book.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 19:52:38 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: vampire reading

I have all the St. Germain novels, but I can only think of the titles of
the following offhand:
  Hotel Transylvania
  Blood Games
  Path of the Eclipse(?)
I'll look when I get home and post the rest tomorrow.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 03:56:15 GMT
From: ICWFM@asuacad.bitnet (Fred McIlvain)
Subject: A few good vampire novels

Andrea writes:
>Can anyone suggest a few good vampire novels.

I really enjoyed "Those Who Hunt the Night" by Barbara Hambly.  She tells a
good story and provides great background without invading Rice territory.
I also enjoyed "Somewhere in the Night" and "Hell is for Children" two
stories by Jeffrey N. McMahan collected in "Somewhere in the Night", about
Andrew a gay vampire who cruises for blood.  "Carrion Comfort" is an
interesting variation (if a bit overlong) on the vampire tale.  But stay
far far away from "Blood Lust" by Ron Dee.  Stupid, Stupid, Stupid.

Fred McIlvain

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 13:37:56 GMT
From: abl@tempo.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Vampire novels

I haven't seen mention of this classic:

   Richard Matheson - I am Legend

It's a sort-of-post-holocaust story: the protagonist (and narrator) is, as
far as he knows, the only human being around who is _not_ a vampire, the
rest of the population having been converted or killed by a plague to which
he was immune.

The book is of mid 1950's vintage.  Since that was before the page count of
a toilet-paper roll became the fashionable size for horror/vampire novels,
this one has the virtue of being short, besides being well written.  A
couple of years ago it was available from the SF Book Club.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 13:57:50 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: vampire reading

The rest of the St. Germain books are:
  Tempting Fate
  The Palace
  Flame in Byzantium
  Crusader's Torch
Actually, I remember enjoying _Hotel Transylvania_ the most (it was the
first). 

Her style includes letters back and forth between characters - sometimes
it's distracting, sometimes really informative.

Good reading.

TCDEV008@YSUB.YSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 22:55:10 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: vampire fiction

I believe _Sunglasses_After_Dark_, by Nancy Collins, just won the Bram
Stoker award for best work by a new writer, or something like that. It
presents an interesting, if non-traditional, portrayal of vampires (though
some of the traditional elements are there too).

The prose is a bit rough at times, but she more than makes up for it with
ideas.  She tosses off so many that it's almost dizzying at times,
especially if you're used to someone like Stephen King. Not that King lacks
ideas, but had he written this book, it probably would have been three
times as long.  Collins brings it in at something under 300 pages. And
there are some truly horrifying moments.  This woman is able to reach into
the dark and taboo parts of her brain and bring forth words to put on
paper.

Afraid you may have trouble finding it, though.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 13:12:18 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: Vampire novels

abl@tempo.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
> I haven't seen mention of this classic:
> 
>   Richard Matheson - I am Legend
> 
> It's a sort-of-post-holocaust story: the protagonist (and narrator) is,
> as far as he knows, the only human being around who is _not_ a vampire,
> the rest of the population having been converted or killed by a plague to
> which he was immune.
> 
> The book is of mid 1950's vintage.  Since that was before the page count
> of a toilet-paper roll became the fashionable size for horror/vampire
> novels, this one has the virtue of being short, besides being well
> written.  A couple of years ago it was available from the SF Book Club.

  Not only is it a fun idea (later re-mined by Zelazny, with a twist) it's
been made into at least two different movies.
  The earliest that I know of was "THE LAST MAN ON EARTH," with Vincent
Price and Franca Bettoia; B&W.
   The other was "THE OMEGA MAN," with Charleton Heston.  Matheson's
written (and re-written) the story a couple of times to coincide with
movie releases.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 17:10:43 GMT
From: emperor@chopin.udel.edu (Chad Eric Foor)
Subject: Re: vampire books

mary@tivoli.UUCP (Mary Anthony) writes:
>A vampire series I am really fond of is a series of books called
>collectively the St. Germain Chronicles.  The name of the author is Chelsa
>Quinn Yarboro.  (I'm not sure if I hit the mark on the spelling of the
>series or author's name but it's close enought to find them).
>
>One of the books in the series is called Blood Games. Perhaps someone else
>on the net can give you more of the titles.

Actually, the author's last name is Yarbro, but that's okay.  Anyway,
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro has a new book out, called _Out of the House of Life_;
it centers around Madelaine de Montalia on an Egyptian dig in the 18th
century. It also contains some vignettes of Saint- Germain himself about
three thousand years ago in Ancient Egypt. I had to special-order it, but
it was worth it.

lim@freezer.it.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 11:22:09 GMT
From: esfenn!sdragon@pacbell.pacbell.com (Rob Montanaro)
Subject: vampire reading

For a good vampire tale of a more modern sort, let's not forget Anne Rice's
Vampire books.  I recently read _The Vampire LeStat_ and it was EXCELLENT.
Highly rated and very spell binding.  Currently, ive just started book one
of the series (LeStat being book 2), _An Interview With The Vampire_ and so
far it seems to be just as well written as the other.  Her story is
captivating and you really get a good feel for the madness that a vampire
must gain.  Very spellbinding, and definitely worth hunting for.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 20:40:34 GMT
From: ctan@world.std.com (Cecilia M Tan)
Subject: Re: vampire novels: reply

I read recently, and did not like:

SUNGLASSES AFTER DARK by Nancy A. Collins
It was pitched to me as "a cyberpunk vampire novel."  I thought, WOW!
PERFECT!  But unfortunately, this just meant "all the pretension of a
cyberpunk novel and a vampire novel rolled into one."  Disappointing.  I
think Collins is a hack (I kept trying to rewrite and edit as I was
reading) and her vision is mostly "borrowed" from MTV videos.

However, this isn't to say that soem of you night enjoy it.  It had some
value as pure mind-candy--like watching movies on USA even when they bore
you.

Cecilia Tan
ctan@world.std.com
{xylogics, uunet}!world!ctan

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 15:36:27 GMT
From: muchisk@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (michael muchisky)
Subject: Highlander Novel

I have a question for everyone.  I have heard that there is a novel from
which the movie Highlander was based.  What novel is this?  I have already
tried the obvious tactics for finding this out.  Book stores don't know of
it, private sf/booksellers don't know, I checked the credits to the movie
and the closest I got to an author is a creative consultant who wrote a
book on Polynesian culture.  People I know say they have read it, but they
can't remember from where or what the title was.  HELP?!?!?!?!

Please, if you know the answer to this question, e-mail me at:

muchisk@silver.ucs.indiana.edu

Thank you.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 20:09:17 GMT
From: abl@dart.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Recent paperbacks

Fairly recent U.S. releases:

 Greg Bear:  Queen of Angels.  Questar, 420 pp., $5.
 Walter Jon Williams:  Facets.  Tor, 370 pp., $4.
 Dan Simmons:  The Fall of Hyperion.  Bantam, 515 pp., $6.
 John Steakley:  Vampires.  Roc trade ppbk., 357 pp., $9.

Just in case you want to raid your bookstore.  I haven't read any of them
yet.  The Greg Bear is covered with fawning quotes (even NYT Book Review),
and is apparently about an inexplicable psychotic murderer in a
nanotech-abundance society.  Facets is a collection of nine short stories;
I have yet to read any Walter Jon Williams that is not, at least,
entertaining.  Simmons' Hyperion has been much bruited about, but at these
prices, I am not surprised if you prefer the SF Book Club two-in-one deal.
Steakley's Armor (1984) was well-written, and the action in its first half
was fast paced; Vampires has already had good things said for it here.
According to the cover, is about the "sort of fools" who would make a
living at hunting vampires, if vampires really existed.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Star Trek Books (3 msgs) & Non-English SF (2 msgs) &
               Alternate Worlds (2 msgs) & Poets in SF and Fantasy

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 18:44:00 GMT
From: GILL@qucdnast.bitnet
Subject: Star Trek novels

NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (GABRIELLE DE LIONCOURT) writes:
>The version of Tasha's planet in _Survivors_ is far better than it was in
>the episode where they pick up Tasha's sister.

   I agree.  It is however, non-canonical.  Too bad.  Not that Legacy was a
bad episode at all.

>As far as OST: _My Enemy, My Ally_, _Uhura's Song_, or _How Much for Just
>the Planet_ should have been made into Star Trek 6. I think _HMFJTP_ is
>the best choice. "Somebody give the Captain a pie!"

   There are any number of ST novels which would make a good movie, and all
of them won't because they have been published already.  As for the last
one you mentioned, I don't think so.  It was funny the first time around
and pretty boring afterwards.  Doing a silly movie about Star Trek is
probably not a good idea, especially after the stinker of a film that
Paramount forced on the audiences with ST V.

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>GABRIELLE LIONCOURT@hamp writes:
>> There are some TNG books that are great. One that, I think, could pretty
>> much stand on its own outside the Trek universe is _Masks_.
>
>I read _Masks_. No, I'm lying. I read the first few chapters of _Masks_
>and skimmed the rest. It was a great example of everything that's wrong
>with STTNG, and missed everything that I like about TNG.

   I disagree with this completely.  Masks is one of the few TNG novels
that I have actually read repeatedly.  The idea of masks determining the
societal structure is fascinating, to borrow a phrase.  If only some of the
other novels were a touch better.

>> I beg to differ that the TNG books are substantially worse than the OST
>> books! There have only been, what, 14 so far? Try reading the first 14
>> OST books. Trust me, they're far worse.
>
>There were stinkers in the early TOS books, but even then the authors were
>trying to expand the Star Trek universe - new races, new psychologies, new
>viewpoints on the major characters. I've only read a few TNG books, but I
>haven't seen anything outside the immediate limits of the TNG Writer's
>Guide.

   True, but is that surprising?  TNG is an ongoing series, with the
characters constantly changing, as the writers and Gene decide on the spur
of the moment what they will do this week.  (Can you guess I am not overly
impressed with the script writers?)  These characters are not known yet,
they don't yet really have a life of their own.  Look at the first two TNG
novels and see how out of character some of the dialogue is, especially for
Riker.  But Riker developed that character after the novel was written.
This is completely different from the TOS characters.  Most of the time I
can hear the individual characters actually say the lines given to them in
my head.  That is realism, and I would say a character that is well
written.  And the TOS novels were written long after the series ended and
almost a consensus had been reached about how these characters act in
certain situations.  This really doesn't exist yet in TNG (if it ever
will).

Arnold Gill
Queen's University at Kingston
BITNET:  gill@qucdnast                
INTERNET:  gill@bill.phy.queensu.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 03:38:07 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Star Trek books

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
[re: _Masks_ by someone-or-other]
>The title refers to the planetary custom that your job, rank, and social
>standing depend solely on the mask that you wear. If you switch masks with
>someone, you switch all that. And This Is Symbolic Of Something, Isn't It?
>It Makes a Statement About Our Culture.

I don't normally comment on Star Wrek stuff, but I must ask:

Did the author even bother to credit Jack Vance with the original idea?

This idea of masks determining social status, etc. comes straight out of a
story called "Moonmoth" by Jack Vance.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 18:26:42 GMT
From: torkel@sics.se (Torkel Franzen)
Subject: Re: Star Trek books

dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>This idea of masks determining social status, etc. comes straight out of a
>story called "Moonmoth" by Jack Vance.

  "The Moon Moth" is one of Vance's finest short stories, although perhaps
a bit ridiculous from a sociological point of view. Anyway, his depiction
of the role of masks is rather subtle: it's not that the mask simply
determines somebody's status, but rather, his prestige or "strakh" must be
commensurate with his mask. Anybody may wear, say, a Sea-Dragon Conqueror,
but if he can't back it up, he will soon find himself challenged and cut to
pieces. The obscenity of a naked face is also well put across by Vance in
this wonderful story.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 19:06:10 GMT
From: rgombart@mcs.kent.edu
Subject: Non-English SF

I know that I'm dredging up an old topic, but I finally got around to
reading all the previous messages (I saved them because I knew I'd want to
read them when I got the time).

I'm fortunate here at KSU, Dingbo Wu the editor of _SF From China_ is a
guest professor in the English department.  We've had several discussions
on why more SF isn't translated into English.  Part of it is because not
only do you have to find a competent translator, you also must find someone
who can preface the story to the audience.  Many Americans have no
knowledge of the societies or cultures of other countries, so they don't
"get" the stories.

As to why more English writing authors get translated into other languages.
Many more people know English than do French, Spanish, etc.  English is my
native tongue, I can also speak German, and read a very little French.  But
I still can't read SF in Dutch, Finnish, Swedish, etc. (and I want to).
So, authors in those languages are closed off to me.  The fact that I want
to read translations of them isn't incentive enough.

I'm not saying that the English language is the best, it just happens to be
the most widespread.  Example, the fact that this discussion takes place in
English.  Those persons in Non-English countries that subscribe can
disseminate to those who don't read English.

I'm including a list of SF works translated into English for any who might
be interested.

		   Non-English SF translated to English

ARGENTINA
   Bioy, Casares  THE INVENTION OF MOREL AND OTHER STORIES 
      [U of Texas Press, 1964]
   Borges, Jorge Luis  LABYRINTHS [New Directions, 1962, revised 1964]

AUSTRIA
   Franke, Herbert W.  THE ORCHID CAGE [DAW, 1973]
      THE MIND NET [DAW]
      ZONE NULL
   Friedell, Egon   THE RETURN OF THE TIME MACHINE [DAW]
   Werfwl, Franz  STAR OF THE UNBORN [Viking, 1946]

BELGIUM
   Sternberg, Jacques  FUTURE WITHOUT FUTURE [Seabury, 1974]
   VanHerck, Paul  WHERE WERE YOU LAST PLUTERDAY? [DAW, 1973]

CHINA
   Wu, Dingbo ed.  SF FROM CHINA [  , 1990]

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
   Capek, Karl  WAR WITH THE NEWTS
   Nesvadba, Josef  THE LOST FACE: BEST SF FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA
      [Taplinger, 1971]

DENMARK
   Bodelsen, Anders  FREEZING DOWN [Harper, 1972]

FRANCE
   Barbet, Pierre  BAPHOMET'S METEOR [DAW, 1972]
      THE ENCHANTED PLANET [DAW, 1975]
      THE JOAN-OF-ARC REPLAY [DAW, 1978]
      THE NAPOLEONS OF ERIDANUS [DAW, 1973]
   Barjeval, Rene  ASHES, ASHES [Doubleday, 1967]
      THE ICE PEOPLE [Morrow, 1970]
      THE IMMORTALS
   Boulle, Pierre  GARDEN ON THE MOON [Vanguard, 1965]
      PLANET OF THE APES [Vanguard, 1968]
      TIME OUT OF MIND [Vanguard, 1966]
   Curtis, Jean-Louis  THE NEON HALO [Secker, 1958]
   Gary, Romain  THE GASP [Putnam, 1973]
   Henneberg, N. C.  THE GREEN GODS [DAW, 1980]
   Jakubowski, Maxim ed.  TRAVELLING TOWARDS EPSILON: AN ANTHOLOGY OF 
      FRENCH SF [New English Library, 1977]
   Jeury, Michel  CHRONOLYSIS
   Klien, Gerard  THE DAY BEFORE TOMORROW [DAW, 1972]
      THE MOTE IN TIMES EYE [DAW, 1975]
      THE OVERLORDS OF WAR 
      STARMASTER'S GAMBIT [DAW, 1971]
   Knight, Damon ed.  13 FRENCH SF STORIES
   Leourier, Christian  THE MOUNTAINS OF THE SUN [Berkley, 1974]
   Marurois, Andre  THE THOUGHT-READING MACHINE [Jonathan Cape, 1938]
      THE WEIGHER OF SOULS [Bart, 1944]
   Merle, Robert  THE DAY OF THE DOLPHIN [Simon & Schuster, 1969]
      MALEVIL [Simon & Schuster, 1974]
   Sternberg, Jascques  FUTURE WITHOUT FUTURE 
   Vercors  BORDERLAND [New English Library, 1976]
      SYLVA [Putnam, 1962]
      YOU SHALL KNOW THEM [Little Brown, 1953]
   Wul, Stefan  THE TEMPLE OF THE PAST 

GERMANY
   Hesse, Herman  THE GLASS BEAD GAME [Holt, 1969]
   Kaul, Fedor  CONTAGION TO THIS WORLD [Bless, 1933]
   Kirst, Hans, Hellmutt  THE SEVENTH DAY [Ballantine, 1971]

HOLLAND
   Caldwell, (Janet Miriam) Taylor  THE DEVIL'S ADVOCATE [Crown. 1952]

HUNGARY
   Keostler, Arthur  THE AGE OF LONGING [Macmillen, 1951]

ISRAEL
   Roshwald, Mordecai  LEVEL 7 [McGraw, 1959]

ITALY
   Calvino, Italo  COSMICOMICS [Harcourt, 1968]
      INVISIBLE CITIES [Harcourt, 1974]
   Soldati, Mario  THE EMERALD [Harcourt, 1977]

JAPAN
   Abe, Kobo  INTER ICE AGE 4  [Knopf, 1970]
   Greenberg, Martin H. ed.  BEST JAPANESE SF
   Komatsu, Sakyo  JAPAN SINKS  [Harper, 1976]

NORWAY
   Jensen, Axel  EPP [Chatto & Windus, 1967]

POLAND
   Lem, Stanislaw  THE CHAIN OF CHANCE
      THE CYBERIAD: FABLES FOR THE CYBERNETIC AGE 
         [Seabury, 1974]
      EDEN
      FIASCO
      THE FUTUROLOGICAL CONGRESS, FROM THE MEMOIRS OF IJON TICHY 
         [Seabury, 1974]
      HIS MASTERS VOICE [Harvest, 1983]
      IMAGINARY MAGNITUDE
      THE INVESTIGATION [Seabury, 1974]
      THE INVINCIBLE [Seabury, 1973]
      MEMOIRS FOUND IN A BATHTUB [Seabury, 1973]
      MEMOIRS OF A SPACE TRAVELLER
      MORE TALES OF PRIX THE PILOT
      MORTAL ENGINES
      A PERFECT VACUUM
      RETURN FROM THE STARS
      SOLARIS [Walker, 1970]
      THE STAR DIARIES
      TALES OF PRIX THE PILOT
   Mrozek, Slawomir  THE UGUPU BIRD [MacDonald, 1968]

SWEDEN
   Boye, Karin  KALLOCAIN [U of Wisconsin Press, 1966]
   Johannesson, Olof  THE TALE OF THE BIG COMPUTER [Coward, 1968]
   Lundwall, Sam J.  2018 AD: OF THE KING KONG BLUES [DAW, 1975]
      ALICE'S WORLD [Arrow, 1975]
      BERNARD THE CONQUEROR [DAW, 1973]
   Martinson, Harry  ANIARA [Knopf, 1963]
   Wahloo, Per  MURDER ON THE 31ST FLOOR [M. Joseph, 1966]

U.S.S.R
   Amosov, M.  NOTES FROM THE FUTURE [Simon & Schuster, 1970]
   Asimov, Isaac ed.  SOVIET SF
   Bulychev, Kirill  GULSAR WONDERS
   Daniel, Yuli  THIS IS MOSCOW SPEAKING, AND OTHER STORIES 
      [Dutton, 1969]
   Dudinstsev, Vladimir  A NEW YEAR'S TALE [Dutton, 1960]
   Efremov, Ivan Antonovich  ANDROMEDA: A SPACE AGE TALE
      [Foreign Language Publishing House, 1959]
   Emtsev, Mikhail & Eremei Parnov  WORLD SOUL [Macmillan, 1977]
   Jacobson, Helen Salz  NEW SOVIET SF [Macmillen, 1979]
   Kolupaev, Victor  HERMITS SWING
   Magidoff, Robert ed.  RUSSIAN SF 1969
   Merril, Judith ed.
   Strugatsky, Arkady & Boris  ESCAPE ATTEMPT 
      FAR RAINBOW/THE 2nd INVASION FROM MARS
      HARD TO BE A GOD [Seabury, 1973]
      ROADSIDE PICNIC/TALE OF THE TROIKA [Macmillan, 1977]
      THE TIME WANDERER
      THE UGLY SWAN
   Tolstoy, Alexei N.  AELITA

YUGOSLAVIA
   Gotlieb, Hinko  THE KEY TO THE GREAT GATE [Simon & Schuster, 1947]

COLLECTIONS
   Rottensteiner, Franz ed.  VIEW FROM ANOTHER SHORE
   Nolane, Richard D. ed.  TERRA SF: THE YEAR'S BEST EUROPEAN SF [DAW]
      TERRA SF II: THE YEAR'S BEST EUROPEAN SF [DAW]

Rich
rgombart@mcs.kent.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 91 04:17:55 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: Non-English SF

rgombart@MCS.KENT.EDU wrotes:
    << incredible list of English-translated foreign stuff deleted >>
> U.S.S.R
>    Strugatsky, Arkady & Boris  ESCAPE ATTEMPT 
>       FAR RAINBOW/THE 2nd INVASION FROM MARS
>       HARD TO BE A GOD [Seabury, 1973]
>       ROADSIDE PICNIC/TALE OF THE TROIKA [Macmillan, 1977]
>       THE TIME WANDERER
>       THE UGLY SWAN

Is one of these a collection also titled "MONDAY BEGINS ON SATURDAY?"  If
not, that collection, which I've seen in paperback, in English, should be
added to the list.
   Thanks for all the stuff to look for; a lot of it, I'd never heard of.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 20:42:00 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Alternate Worlds

The recent, brief discussion about what-if stories involving Alexander of
Macedon has reminded me that my favorite type of SF is what-if stories.
Perhaps this is because the earliest SF I can remember reading was Robert
Silverberg's GATE OF WORLDS. I've read quite a few over the years and
enjoyed 80% of them, but I'm sure that there are many that I've missed.
What I'd like to do is put together a list of this type of story/novel and
I'm asking you sf-lovers out there to give me a hand. (If anybody's put
together a list, please get in touch with me and we'll see if we can expand
it). Please REPLY to this message with your suggestions and I'll post the
results in a week or two. Please divide your responses into the following
categories and include the described info if possible:

Alternate World: Story/novel takes place entirely within a different
   history. Please mention historical event that spun this world off
   from history as we know it. Also mention if story/novel includes
   this event or occurs later. Examples:

   Kingsley Amis, THE ALTERATION: The reformation never takes place since
      Martin Luther was elected pope. Novel takes place in 1970's Catholic
      England.

   Robert Silverberg, GATE OF WORLDS: Europe was decimated by the Black
      Plague, so much so that the Islamic invasion penetrated all the way
      to London. Novel takes place in 1960's Aztec North America.

   (author unknown), PRINCE CHARLIE'S BLUFF: Novel describes Britain's
      defeat on the Plains of Abraham and the subsequent break-up of their
      North American territories. Bonnie Prince Charlie is invited to
      become king of Virginia.

Travel between Alternities: Just mention the author and story(s)/novel(s).
    Examples:

    James P. Hogan, THE PROTEUS OPERATION
    Michael Kube-McDowell, ALTERNITIES
    L. Neil Smith, THE PROBABILITY BROACH, etc.

World is Subtly Different: Some physical law is different or magic really
    works. Examples:

    Orson Scott Card, SEVENTH SON, etc. (Tales of Alvin Maker): Natural
      magic works. Novels take place in early 19th century America.

    Randall Garrett, MURDER and MAGIC, etc. (Lord Darcy series): Magic
      works.  Novels describe Holmesian detective solving bizarre crimes in
      19th (?)  century Europe.

Thanks for your help; it's much apreciated.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 02:23:26 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Alternate Worlds

R.B. Schmunk asks for alternate-world novels, and I hasten to mention a
few.  My own Chronoplane series (The Fall of the Republic, Rogue Emperor,
and The Empire of Time) involve travel among parallel worlds at different
points in the timeline.  They owe a lot to a now-forgotten novel by Sam
Merwin Jr., House of Many Worlds, and its sequel (whose title I forget) set
in a Roman parallel world.  Both originally appeared in the early 1950s.
Ward Moore's Bring the Jubilee, also from the 50s, gives us a world in
which the South won the Civil War.

"He Walked Around the Horses" by H. Beam Piper gives us a man from our
world (18th century) who blunders into another in which the American
Revolution failed.

H.G. Wells' Men Like Gods dates from the 1920s, and gives us a
parallel-world Utopia accidentally invaded by a clutch of Britishers
including a thinly disguised Winston Churchill (he's no hero to Wells).

Well, that's for starters.  What others can people suggest?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 21:26:02 GMT
From: sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock)
Subject: Poets in Science Fiction and Fantasy

I have identified several science fiction/fantasy/mainstream novels dealing
with the Lake and/or Romance poets, including:

The Anubis Gates, The Stress of Her Regard by Tim Powers
Hyperion/Fall of Hyperion by Dan Simmons
Gothic Romance by Emmanuel Carrere
Byron's Doctor by Paul West
Frankenstein Unbound by Brian Aldiss
The Difference Engine	William Gibson/Bruce Sterling
Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency	Douglas Adams

John Crowley also has a short story, "Missolounghi" (sp???)  that came out
last year.

Can any netters add to this list?

Thanks.

P.S.
Also find it interesting that "Hemingway's Suitcase" (a mainstream novel)
and "The Hemingway Hoax" came out at about the same time.

P.P.S.
I'd also like to add that I've found all of the books very good reading
indeed.  I'm particularly fond of Gothic Romance.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Highlander & Batman II (7 msgs) & Free-Jack &
                   Princess of Mars & The Seventh Sign & 
                   Star Trek VI & Terminator II (2 msgs) & 
                   Planet of the Apes (2 msgs) & Godzilla (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 23:03:47 GMT
From: ken@batman.austin.ibm.com
Subject: Re: Highlander sequels?(SPOILER!)

POSSIBLE SPOILER AHEAD!!!!!!

horne@sapphire.idbsu.edu (cs354- Broward Horne) writes:
>Sean Connery was featured in Lambert's flashbacks, and was 
>killed sometime in the middle centuries 16-1800. 
>
>Well, the magazine shows an outtake, with Sean Connery and 
>Christopher Lambert, after a bloody battle, in 
>
>                     A PARKING GARAGE.

I saw this picture and it looked like they were riddled with bulletholes
about the chest. They also showed Connery in his Ramirez costume on
location, and it may have been a modern setting!  Resurrection, perhaps?

The plot sounds abysmal, but I'll probably love it!

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 05:58:51 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Batman II and Highlander II

mkelly@S850.MWC.EDU (Mike Kelly) writes:
>Does anyone know when either of these movies are coming out?  In addition,
>does anyone know who is going to be in those movies.  I know that Connery
>and Lambert will be in Highlander II.  But what about Batman?  I've heard
>that Robin will make his debut, and I've heard possibilities that the
>villain could be Danny Devito as the Penguin, Cher as Catwoman, Billy Dee
>Williams as Twoface, or even that the Joker could be back.  Which is true?

BATMAN II isn't even close to starting production yet. As far as I know, a
script hasn't even been completed. Rumors abound as to who will be in it,
but no one has been signed for it yet.

At any rate, don't expect it before Summer 1992.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 23:45:06 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Batman II

mkelly@S850.MWC.EDU (Mike Kelly) writes:
>Does anyone know when either of these movies are coming out?  In addition,
>does anyone know who is going to be in those movies.  I know that Connery
>and Lambert will be in Highlander II.  But what about Batman?  I've heard
>that Robin will make his debut, and I've heard possibilities that the
>villain could be Danny Devito as the Penguin, Cher as Catwoman, Billy Dee
>Williams as Twoface, or even that the Joker could be back.  Which is true?

I heard that Robin Williams will play the Riddler. Now that would be worth
seeing.  :-) I also heard that this time Batman would be up against some
sort of coalition of baddies, so everything you suggest could be true too.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 20:02:08 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Batman II

Billy Dee Williams has to be two face because he is Harvey Dent.  The only
reason he took the role in the first one is because of the possibility of
the second.  He was on Arsenio a long time ago.  He wanted a good
super-villian role and his agent found it.  I've also heard Robin Williams
for the Riddler; I thought Cher was asking too much money or something; I
would rather see Grace Jones in the role.  I heard a long time ago that
they wanted Michael J. Fox as Robin! What a joke!  I say that Ralph Macchio
would be perfect.  As it is, he is a better choice because of his Karate
experience in the Karate Kid movies.

Michael J. Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 91 14:27:26 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00twcaddell@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: Re: Batman II

I think if they are casting a Robin they said a while back that he would be
about 12 years old.  I hope to God they do not cast Ralph Macchio because
his so called karate experience is the lamest I have ever seen.  He would
suck.  I hope they do something original that none of us would think about

Terry

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 08:30:24 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00twcaddell@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: Re: Batman II

I heard if Tim Burton was going to direct it.  He could not do it before
1994 so my bet is either he is going to have to put some projects off or
they will find a different director which I think would probably be best
after all it would be interesting to see a different director's point of
view.  Because the first lacked some serious action and had some flaws too.
I think that someone like James Cameron at the helm might be cool.  Because
he did a terrific sequel to Alien.

Terry

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 03:18:26 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan Mathews)
Subject: *REAL* INFO!! BATMAN II

Frankly, I'm not sure that this belongs here, but I am so sick of seeing
articles posted in this group with the title "Batman II", and eagerly
reading them, just to see the same damn thing:

"Does anyone have any information on who's playing what in Batman II?"

Well, this is straight from UPI:

Danny DeVito will play the Penguin
Michael Keaton is back as Batman

An official announcement should be made Monday. Filming begins in August.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP: {cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 17:59:40 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet
Subject: Batman II

Hi,

   You've probably already heard, but just in case.  It's official, Tim
Burton and Michael Keaton are both coming back for part II.

   Of equal importance, Danny DeVito will be playing the part of the
Penguin.

   The article I read made no mention of there being a Robin.

David R. Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
Bitnet: DSS1@UTAHLIB

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 15:23:51 GMT
From: scott@boa.gatech.edu
Subject: New science fiction movie: "Free-Jack"

Thought you might be interested in news of a new s.f. movie now filming in
Atlanta.  It's called 'Free-Jack'.  The story takes place in Queens, N.Y.,
in the year 2009.  The lead character (Emilio Estevez) is a champion
race-car driver who gets zapped into a "grim near-future police state of
the ultra-rich and extremely poor."  While this may sound like about 15
other recent and/or classic s.f. movies, producer Stuart Oken stresses that
this film will focus more on the people than the hardware, and is mainly
about a guy who gets a chance to meet his girlfriend 18 years later.

Other notable personalities involved:
stars: Emilio Estevez, Mick Jagger, Anthony Hopkins, Linda Fiorentino
director: Geoff Murphy ("Utu", "The Quiet Earth", "Young Guns II")
writer: Ron Shusett ("Alien", "Total Recall")

Estevez is currently filming in Atlanta (the warehouse zone on Techwood,
for those who know the city); the other principals will be arriving later.
They're scheduled to be filming here through April.

This info all comes from the Feb. 12 edition of the Atlanta Constitution.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 14:17:06 GMT
From: myk@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Princess of Mars

Someone mentioned before that a movie company is going to make A Princess
of Mars.  Does anyone know which movie company?

Mike Oltz
Interactive Multimedia Group
Cornell University
myk@cornella.bitnet
myk@cornella.cit.cornell.edu
$rochester,uwbeaver!cornella!myk

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 10:48:06 GMT
From: ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney)
Subject: Nostradamus movies

Has anybody seen the brilliant film 'The Seventh Sign' which is pseudo
Nostradamus prophesy but mostly Biblical????

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 17:23:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #58

Replies to various comments and calls to action on ST 6.

Look at V16, #58. I saw a whole lot of chatter about sequels. In
Hollywoodland, if they got this feed, they would be laughing all the way to
the bank. They've got you right where they want you: you don't care what it
is as long as it has an integer strapped to the title.

You want dreck, keeping writing Paramount and begging that they excrete
another Star Trek movie. They'd probably be happy to oblige since it
doesn't take any talent to make sequels. You keep coming in for more abuse.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 17:47:00 GMT
From: FUTRELL@wkuvx1.bitnet ("From Bill's tongue to yours...")
Subject: TERMINATOR II...

   I have read from a number of SF sources that the man we all know and
love, Mr. Action himself, Arnold Schwarzenegger will be making another
movie appearance in "Terminator II".  However, this time, he will be the
good guy.  How they are going to figure this in to the previous movie?
   If I were a computer set on terminating the human race, I would use
Arnold as a model for the battle chassis facades.  It's going to be
something else.  It is supposedly supposed to be out sometime later this
year or early next year.

Nathan Futrell
Western Kentucky U.
Bowling Green, KY.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 13:59:28 GMT
From: bryan@stiatl.salestech.com (Bryan Donaldson)
Subject: Re: TERMINATOR II...

The basic plot premise I heard was that the computer sends back another bad
guy (I don't think it's Arny), and the rebels get their hands on a
manufacturing facility, make one (Arny) and send it back.  So,
theoretically, Arny is a good guy in this one.

Bryan Donaldson
Sales Technologies, Inc
3399 Peachtree Rd, NE               
Atlanta, GA
(404) 841-4000         
gatech!stiatl!bryan

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 23:20:56 GMT
From: russelrd@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Robert Russell)
Subject: Planet of the Apes

I was wondering if anyone knew the titles of ALL the "Planet
of the Apes" movies.

Spoilers follow???

There's the first four, I know:

Planet of the Apes
Battle for PotA
Escape from PotA

then a fourth with the gorilla slaves and the revolt.

Now, today I just saw Treachery and Greed on PotA.

Where does this fit into the storyline??

The characters were unknown to me and the situation betwixt humans and apes
had changed considerably.  What happened??

I know there's more movies, what are they named? Where do they come into
the timeline??

Matt

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 91 02:43:31 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Planet of the Apes

russelrd@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Robert Russell) writes:
>I was wondering if anyone knew the titles of ALL the "Planet of the Apes"
>movies.
>
>There's the first four, I know:
>Planet of the Apes
>Battle for PotA
>Escape from PotA
>
>then a fourth with the gorilla slaves and the revolt.

Actually, you've got these slightly wrong. There were five original PotA
films. There were, in order:

PLANET OF THE APES
BENEATH THE PLANET OF THE APES
ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET OF THE APES
CONQUEST OF THE PLANET OF THE APES
BATTLE FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES

>Now, today I just saw Treachery and Greed on PotA.

>Where does this fit into the storyline?? The characters were unknown to me
>and the situation betwixt humans and apes had changed considerably.  What
>happened??

These other "movies" are just repackagings of episodes from the short-lived
TV series. The TV show ran for 14 hour-long episodes, and instead of
syndicating them as is, they'd combine two episodes into a 2-hour "movie".

>I know there's more movies, what are they named? Where do they come into
>the timeline??

I'm afraid that I don't know the titles for all of the repackaged TV
"movies". As for where they fit in the timeline, I don't think they fit
exactly into the same timeline as the theatrical films. It's not worth
worrying about in any event.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 09:46:24 GMT
From: unido!ztivax!ap542!mike@mcsun.eu.net (Mike Hoffmann)
Subject: Anyone remember those old Godzilla movies ?

Hi!

Did anyone besides me love those Japanese Godzilla movies, as a kid?  Sadly
the remakes nowadays mostly have Godzilla as the baddie, boooh!

As a result of one of those discussions, as usual over a few beers, mind
you, we tried to compile a list of all the monsters appearing in the
series, by name and looks. Of course there were gaps, so maybe someone
could help us fill them.

And I'd be curious as to what the original Japanese names were. (Like I've
once read that Godzilla is called Gojira. Conformation, anyone?)

Here goes:

The "good guys":

Godzilla:	my hero, no description required I think, surprisingly
		Godzilla is "she" as she had a son, surprisingly because
		just like the enraged dad of the teenage pregnant daughter
		we wonder: "who's the father?"

Godzilla's Son:	never seemed to grow up, really cute, I only remember him
		really spouting true flames twice, and one of these events
		was brought about by Mommy stepping on his tail, most of
		the time he would just blow something like "fire-rings",
		which could be quite lethal though

Rhodan:		a reptilian Eagle, stood upright, a buff of its wings
		would bring up huge gales, in one episode you got a nice
		impression of the size of it, as it dived into the ocean
		like a Pelican and came out with a (tiny, in comparison)
		whale.  If Greenpeace would see that...

Mothra:		seen in different shapes, as a caterpillar and as giant
		butterfly (or moth)

???:		lookes something like a giant Ankylosaurus, uttered a
		pretty high-pitch squeak, in one episode I remember seeing
		two of them

???:		a giant Tyrannosaurus, or rather Allosaurus as his forearms
		were larger, couldn't spout flames, would fight like a
		Ninja Turtle (sort of)

???:		giant tarantula, played a "baddie" who tried to eat
		Godzilla's son at least once

Please complete. :-)

the "bad guys":

Monster Zero:	IMHO, a really neat one, three heads, two tails, could fly,
		the heads emitted lightning, the stuff of a kid's nightmare

Megalon:	insectoid, could suddenly disappear into the ground like a
		mole and appear under its unsuspecting opponent, its
		mandibles spread something like huge depth charges and its
		horn on the head fired lightning

Geigan:		insectoid, with a bird beak, has single claws instead of
		arms

???:		giant mantisses, wanted to feed on Godzilla's son

Please complete. :-)

Mike Hoffmann
Siemens-Nixdorf AG, SNI AP 712  
mike@ap542.uucp
mike%ap542@ztivax.siemens.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 12:36:45 GMT
From: mbb@taffy.soac.bellcore.com (Mike Berger)
Subject: Re: Anyone remember those old Godzilla movies ?

I can't say that I still love the movies, but I do remember Godzilla
teaming up with a giant humanoid robot ( it was human sized at first, but
then made itself bigger?). Both Godzilla and the robot used karate to
defeat some other monster.

I also remember a giant turtle which flew by shooting fire out of its arm
holes and spinning.

Michael Berger
mbb@taffy.soac.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 14:44:07 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Anyone remember those old Godzilla movies ?

Rodan was a giant pterodactyl.
Monster Zero's name was Gidrah ("GEE-drah").
The flying turtle was Gammera.

The earliest movies had Godzilla as the bad guy; only in the more recent
movies was Godzilla the hero (sort of).

Favorite movies - Godzilla vs. the Thing (Godzilla and Mothra)
Destroy All Monsters - Every single monster; first appearance of Ghidra

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 17:01:51 GMT
From: ken@batman.austin.ibm.com (Ken Goach/1000000)
Subject: Re: Anyone remember those old Godzilla movies ?

>I can't say that I still love the movies, but I do remember Godzilla
>teaming up with a giant humanoid robot ( it was human sized at first, but
>then made itself bigger?). Both Godzilla and the robot used karate to
>defeat some other monster.

You are referring to the one, the only

   JET JAGUAR!

from GODZILLA vs. MEGALON. Godzilla and Jet Jaguar fight Megalon and Gigan
(sp?) in this flick. It's great, they did it on MYSTERY SCIENCE THEATER a
few weeks back.

Also, there was the SMOG MONSTER, a blatantly environmental baddie who
Godzilla fights in (of course) GODZILLA vs. the SMOG MONSTER.

The Lizard King also fought King Kong and Mechagodzilla, a robotic replica
of himself (they did the same thing for Kong, too).

Try and find DESTROY ALL MONSTERS; it has most (if not all) of the Godzilla
pantheon in it.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 22:58:22 GMT
From: fornax!glenn@andrew.cs.ubc.ca (Glenn MacDonald)
Subject: Re: Anyone remember those old Godzilla movies ?

Let us not forget my personal favourite:

   GODZILLA vs the SMOG MONSTER

Tokyo Harbour has become so polluted, that it spawns a new form of life.
All of this living pollution gathers together to become a giant, slimey,
icky, nasty, yucky whale-like creature that terrorizes the boats in the
harbour.  Then, it evolves into a big, mean turtle-like land creature the
terrorizes the city, crushes a few cars, derails some trains and of course,
knocks over a few of the obligatory POWER LINES!  Then, it evolves into a
terrifying flying creature that propels itself forward by emitting jets of
Sulphuric Acid (and gives Godzilla a major owie in the process!).  It also
knocks over some more power lines.

Then, Godzilla gets pissed off because he had dibs on the power lines so he
kills the Smog Monster (Yup, a real Hitchcockian twist.)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (4 msgs) &
                       Quantam Leap (2 msgs) & Time Tunnel (2 msgs) & 
                       Japanese SF (3 msgs) & Doctor Who &
                       Flash (2 msgs) & Probe (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 91 16:39:06 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet (Dave Sanderson)
Subject: ST: TNG

Hi,

   A local TV station aired the first episode of ST: TNG (Journey to
Farpoint ?) last night.  I was amazed at how poor it really was.  It makes
me appreciate how far the show has come.

   The acting was stiff (especially J. Frakes as Riker).  The special
effects were WAY over done.  The part where the saucer section separates
reminded me of the ten minute scene in ST: The Motion Picture where Scotty
takes Kirk on a cruise around the refitted Enterprise - too much of a good
thing.  The saucer section separation is one gimmick that I don't miss.
The soundtrack for the first episode stuck out like a sore thumb,
especially the music lifted from the movie theme.

   Worf was a big suprise, he was almost kindly looking back then.  They've
made some major changes to his makeup since then, he looks much angrier
now.  Frakes looked almost boyish without his beard.  Wesley was just as
annoying as I remember.  Jean Luc was a bit stiffer, but was just as
interesting a character as he is now.  The Counselor was a bit more
aggressive then, she's almost a passive character now.  The way people
treated Data was interesting.  Picard told data to "access your memory (or
data) banks, about such and such."  They treated Data more like a walking
computer than a fellow shipmate.

   Tasha Yar was probably the biggest suprise.  I remember disliking her
character very much that first season, but now I can see a void in the cast
that hasn't been filled.  I kind of miss her, I had the same feelings when
she appeared in Yesterdays Enterprise (my favorite episode).

   If you have this episode on tape (like I do now) I suggest that you
watch it again.  It'll make you appreciate the refinements they've made on
the show.

David R. Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
Bitnet:  DSS1 at UTAHLIB

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 91 17:29:21 GMT
From: 310b3833@fergvax.unl.edu (Michael Cornelius)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

DSS1@utahlib.BITNET (Dave Sanderson) writes:
>   A local TV station aired the first episode of ST: TNG (Journey to
>Farpoint ?) last night.  I was amazed at how poor it really was.  It makes
>me appreciate how far the show has come.

Funny you should mention that.  I was just watching it myself last night on
tape.  I agree.

>   The acting was stiff (especially J. Frakes as Riker).  The special
>effects were WAY over done.  The part where the saucer section separates
>reminded me of the ten minute scene in ST: The Motion Picture where Scotty
>takes Kirk on a cruise around the refitted Enterprise - too much of a good
>thing.  The saucer section separation is one gimmick that I don't miss.
>The soundtrack for the first episode stuck out like a sore thumb,
>especially the music lifted from the movie theme.

I didn't find the idea of an easily separable saucer too much of a problem,
especially on a ship carrying civilians.  However, I did not buy the bit
about separating the saucer in warp.  The saucer, so far as I know, is not
equipped with a warp drive system.  IMHO, the saucer should've dropped out
of the warp field, and immediately fallen backwards in to distance at
relative warp 9.3 or whatever.  I thought watching it pull ahead of the
secondary hull (oh, sorry, stardrive section) looked a little weird.

As far as the soundtrack, I think the problem is it seemed to be done
mostly electronically (it _sounded_ that way).  It sounded like TRON
instead of Trek.

Michael Cornelius
820 South 37th St.
Lincoln, NE  68510
310b3833@fergvax.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 00:43:39 GMT
From: mears@hpindda.cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

310b3833@fergvax.unl.edu (Michael Cornelius) writes:
> I didn't find the idea of an easily separable saucer too much of a
> problem, especially on a ship carrying civilians.  However, I did not buy
> the bit about separating the saucer in warp.  The saucer, so far as I
> know, is not equipped with a warp drive system.  IMHO, the saucer
> should've dropped out of the warp field, and immediately fallen backwards
> in to distance at relative warp 9.3 or whatever.  I thought watching it
> pull ahead of the secondary hull (oh, sorry, stardrive section) looked a
> little weird.

There was quite a discussion on rec.arts.startrek about this when EaF first
aired.  A thought has just occurred to me, based on some things that have
been seen in the show since then, that I think the issue can now be
adequately covered.

In `Remember Me' we have seen that warp bubbles can be created and that
they don't have to die immediately.  Under normal circumstances, the warp
field that is generated covers the entire ship, including the saucer.  I
think that when a saucer separation occurs at warp, the warp field can be
kept surrounding the two separated pieces until after the separation is
complete.  Then, if you can cause the warp field to split into the
generated field around the engineering section, and a separate field around
the saucer, then the saucer can continue on at warp velocities.  Note,
however, that since the warp field surrounding the saucer is no longer
actively maintained, it will eventually dissipate and the saucer will drop
back into real space at subluminal speed.

The real question is `How long does it take for the field surrounding the
saucer to dissipate?'  It obviously has to last long enough for the
engineering section to get out of the way before it slows to subluminal
velocity.  But, it if could stay long enough, then the saucer would have
been able to get most of the way to Farpoint before losing warp speed, and
that could explain why it didn't take forever for the saucer to catch up to
Farpoint at sublight.  They only had a short distance to go at sublight.

Does that sound like a good Treknological explanation of it all?

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
hplabs!hpda!mears
mears@hpinddf.cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 02:53:42 GMT
From: damian@wshb.csms.com ( WSHB Engineer)
Subject: Re: ST: TNG

The saucer section does have warp engines.  This was a concern when Riker
was captain and fighting the Borg.  He (Riker) got upset that the dumb
blonde about to be first officer Shelby went to Picard with a plan to
separate the saucer section to protect nonessential crew.  Picard said, no
they might need the saucer's warp capabilities.

Damian L. Centgraf II
WSHB-Broadcast Engineer
damian@wshb.csms.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 91 12:53:23 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - The Announcement HAS BEEN MADE!!!

For all those who cautiously waited for the NBC announcement before
celebrating QL's move back to Wednesdays, wait no more!

In this morning's USA Today (thank YOU Peter Johnson), it's announced
FINALLY that QL will leap back to Wednesdays at 10PM on March 6 (no word
about the "The Leap Home" movie for the previous Monday).  Hunter may end
up on Fridays at 9 or 10, and since the network does not have enough
original episodes of Dark Shadows to carry them through March, Shannon's
Deal may end up on Fridays with Hunter.  If they leave Midnight Caller on
Fridays, that could mean we'll have Shannon's Deal, Hunter and Midnight
Caller on the same night.

I can't WAIT to see Shannon's Deal again, and to have it on the same night
as Midnight Caller would be a dream come true.  Putting it on Fridays
doesn't bode well for its future though.  Friday is Death Night for TV
shows.

Debbie Brown
deb@cci.com
uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 13:15:46 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Quantum Leap/USA Today - our letters DID make the difference!

I have here this morning's USA Today which has an article by Jefferson
Graham that has the headline "Fans' support could save borderline shows".
Along with the article is a picture of Scott Bakula and Dean Stockwell and
Sharon Gless.  This article points out the Midnight Caller was a hit on
Tuesday nights, but since its move to Friday nights, it has sunk to 88th
position.

Quantum Leap was winning its time slot on Wednesdays, but since its move to
Fridays its ratings reached a new low, finding its way down to number 89.

It's time to continue the battle here folks.  QL is moving back to
Wednesdays, but there is no guarantee that its audience will tune in again
soon enough to save it in the ratings.

It was confirmed in this article that it was letters to the network that
convinced NBC to move QL back to Wednesday nights.  We should continue to
write to NBC (with copies to Don Bellisario).

   QUANTUM LEAP
   Belisarius Productions/MCA Universal
   100 Universal Plaza, Bldg. 426
   Universal City, CA 91608

I don't know how much it will help, but it sure can't hurt if the network
hears from you overseas leapers too!  I know postage is expensive, but one
or two letters should be do-able.  Don Bellisario would love to hear from
you European and Southern Hemisphere Leapers in support of his show!

As a public service, I'm posting below the network addresses.  If you have
a show you care about and you are concerned about its fate, write the
network!

ABC
Robert Iger - ABC Entertainment President
2040 Avenue of the Stars
Century City, CA 90067

CBS
Jeff Sagansky - CBS Entertainment President
7800 Beverly Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90036

NBC
Warren Littlefield - NBC Entertainment President
3000 W. Alameda 
Burbank, CA 91523

And then there's:

FOX
Jamie Kellner - President
Box 900
Beverly Hills, CA 90213

Debbie Brown
deb@cci.com
uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 14:42:12 GMT
From: jacowens@acsu.buffalo.edu (jacqueline a owens)
Subject: Time Tunnel

Can anyone give me information about The Time Tunnel - a British made show
shown sometime in the late 60's or 70's. A friend of mine wants to get some
photos of the stars and other information.

Please e-mail me anything you have.

jacowens@acsu.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 05:52:05 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Time Tunnel

About Time Tunnel - It was American, not British.  An Irwin Allen
production, as was Lost in Space and Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea.  I
recall James Darren as one of the leads, Whit Bissell (showed up a lot in
the 50's as a b-string player) played a scientist.  Are you aware of the
general plot premise?  A secret government project (weren't they always
secret?) about a time machine - physically, something resembling a tunnel
of concentric rings.  People walked down it and went about in time.  Darren
and some other lead ended up being lost in time, unable to get back to
their own time, endless attempts to save them.  Ran two seasons.  Mid 60's,
no 70's unless it was as reruns. Oh yes, also starred Lee Meriwether, a
former Miss America. Passable entertainment.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 91 16:35:24 GMT
From: dascoser.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (David S. Serchay)
Subject: Japanese SF tv show

Does anyone know the name of a Japanese SF show that dealt with these three
robots (Goldar, Silvar, and Gan) who came to Earth to fight shape-changing
aliens. The robots, who except for Goldar looked human, could turn into
rockets, shoot lasers from antennae, and befriended a boy who called them
with a special whistle. I loved the show when I was young but have not been
able to remember the title.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 00:37:07 GMT
From: takeuchi@osku02.enet.dec.com (Tomoharu Takeuchi)
Subject: Re: Japanese SF tv show

> Does anyone know the name of a Japanese SF show that dealt with these
> three robots (Goldar, Silvar, and Gan) who came to Earth to fight
> shape-changing aliens. The robots, who except for Goldar looked human,
> could turn into rockets, shoot lasers from antennae, and befriended a boy
> who called them with a special whistle. I loved the show when I was young
> but have not been able to remember the title.

This TV show's title is 'Maguma Taishi' in Japan. I loved it when I was
young. Goldar's name is 'Maguma taishi' same as its title, Silver is his
wife, Gan is his son if I remember correctly.

Tomoharu Takeuchi            
Digital Equipment Corp. 
Japan
takeuchi@osku01.enet.dec.com 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 91 21:57:59 GMT
From: kmartin@hpcuhd.cup.hp.com (Kurt Martin)
Subject: Re: Japanese SF tv show

dascoser.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (David S. Serchay) writes:
>Does anyone know the name of a Japanese SF show that dealt with these
>three robots (Goldar, Silvar, and Gan) who came to Earth to fight
>shape-changing aliens. The robots, who except for Goldar looked human,
>could turn into rockets, shoot lasers from antennae, and befriended a boy
>who called them with a special whistle. I loved the show when I was young
>but have not been able to remember the title.  

I believe the title of the show was THE SPACE GIANTS or something similar.
It was a very funny, but somewhat cheesy show.  The main villain had an
immobile mask that was permanently fixed in a scary face.  His mouth
couldn't move when he talked, so he had to keep moving his hands a lot, for
emphasis.  Quite hilarious!

Kurt

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 7 Feb 91 11:24:27 EST
From: mike kelly <mkelly@s850.mwc.edu>
Subject: Doctor Who

    I read in an archive of SF lovers, (Dec 90), that the BBC had put
Doctor Who on hiatus.  Does anyone know if they have definitely stopped the
series or not?

Mike Kelly

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 91 21:38:34 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Flash Episode of 2/7 (minor spoilers)

Noticed a couple of interesting details on the recent Flash episode (with
the Trickster).  First, the statue of the Flash that Trickster uses is done
up as Winged Mercury; the original Flash of the 30's and 40's used this
motif and had an old WWI tin pot helmet with wings (as did the statue).
 
Second, the hotel where the policeman's masked ball is held is called the
Infantino Hotel.  Carmine Infantino did the inks for many years for the
Flash comic.  A little homage of sorts in this episode.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 91 09:03:45 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Flash Episode of 2/7 (minor spoilers)

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>Second, the hotel where the policeman's masked ball is held is called the
>Infantino Hotel. Carmine Infantino did the inks for many years for the
>Flash comic.

Actually, Infantino did the *pencils* for the FLASH comic.

>A little homage of sorts in this episode.

There are homages of this sort in just about *every* episode.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 16:09:18 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Subject: Probe

Does anyone have an episode guide to the old ABC series Probe?  It was
about an eccentric millionaire (played by Parker Stephenson of Baywatch and
Hardy Boys fame) who solved science-related crimes.  Quite an interesting
show, actually.  It ran perhaps half to a full season, before it was
summarily yanked from its Thursday time slot (guess it didn't go too well
vs. Cosby).

Information as to where to obtain copies of episodes would also be greatly
appreciated.

Kevin
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 09:30:23 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Probe

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>Does anyone have an episode guide to the old ABC series Probe?

Only a skin-&-bones one. Air dates and "keyword" notation of what the
episode was about (I have a title for only one of them).

>It ran perhaps half to a full season, before it was summarily yanked from
>its Thursday time slot (guess it didn't go too well vs. Cosby).

It was only a "Spring try-out" series, and so only ran for six episodes
plus a 2-hour pilot. It didn't do well enough to justify renewal.

>Information as to where to obtain copies of episodes would also be greatly
>appreciated.

I would imagine that the forthcoming Sci-Fi Channel will show it, but no
guarantees.

0  08 Mar 88  [Crossover]  [2-hour pilot]
1  10 Mar 88  [Nuclear Accident]
2  17 Mar 88  [Designer Genes]
3  24 Mar 88  Metamorphic Anthropoidic Prototype Over You
4  31 Mar 88  [Hologram]
5  07 Apr 88  [Pretzel]
6  14 Apr 88  [Subliminals]

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 03:39:55 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Probe

boyajian@ruby.dec.com said:
> Air dates and "keyword" notation of what the episode was about (I have a
> title for only one of them).

> 1  10 Mar 88  [Nuclear Accident]

"Untouched By Human Hands"

> 2  17 Mar 88  [Designer Genes]

"Black Cats Don't Walk Under Ladders... Do They?"

> 4  31 Mar 88  [Hologram]

[I don't remember the title for this one; some variation on "Now You See
It..." I think]

> 5  07 Apr 88  [Pretzel]

"Plan Ten From Outer Space" (Really. I'm not making this up.)

6  14 Apr 88  [Subliminals]

"Quit-It"

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Television - Max Headroom (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 20:53:32 GMT
From: murph@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Ilene Rosenberg)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

   WHY did they take Max Headroom off the air anyways??? I
mean, what a BRILLIANT SHOW!!!! (If I had known then why I liked it
so much, I would have been even more bothered).

   BTW: Don't forget what they replaced it with - MR. (ack puke)
BELVEDERE!!!!! GAAAH!

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 08:28:04 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

murph@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Ilene Rosenberg) writes:
>WHY did they take Max Headroom off the air anyways??? I mean, what a
>BRILLIANT SHOW!!!!

They took it off the air because it came in dead last in the ratings.
Brillance doesn't mean a thing when faced with that situation. A small but
loyal following can help keep a show on the air when it's in the middle of
the ratings rank, but not when it's at the bottom.

>BTW: Don't forget what they replaced it with - MR. (ack puke)
>BELVEDERE!!!!! GAAAH!

MR. BELVEDERE had been on prior to MAX HEADROOM.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 17:34:09 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

murph@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Ilene Rosenberg) writes:
>WHY did they take Max Headroom off the air anyways??? I mean, what a
>BRILLIANT SHOW!!!! (If I had known then why I liked it so much, I would
>have been even more bothered)

For one thing, ABC aired this show on Friday nights.  DEATH night.  It was
never given a chance IMHO.  I think they tried it for a week or two in
another time slot, but it was never given the chance to find an audience.
Personally, I found that this show took some getting used to.  Had they
left it alone, it might have found an audience.

I think it was a rather expensive show, so they probably figured they'd
never get their money out of it, so they cancelled it.  Typical.

Debbie Brown
deb@cci.com
uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 22:05:37 GMT
From: russellp@cae.wisc.edu
Subject: Max Headroom episode guide

Here's a Max Headroom episode guide, since there seems to be some interest
currently.  I've updated the old lists (who did some of them I don't have
attributions for, so pipe up!) with TV Guide synopses as well as the
original summaries.  Please send any additions or corrections to me via
email.  

British Pilot Film [BBC?]

04/04/85	Max Headroom: 20 Minutes Into the Future
                 w: Steve Roberts (teleplay)
                    George Stone, Rocky Morton & Annabel Jankel (story)
                 d: Rocky Morton & Annabel Jankel

First Season [ABC]

Edison Carter:	Matt Frewer
Max Headroom:	Matt Frewer
Theora:		Amanda Pays
Murray:		Jeffrey Tambor
Bryce:		Chris Young

03/31/87	Blipverts
                 w: Joe Gannon & Steve Roberts (teleplay)
                    Steve Roberts (story)
                 d: Farhad Mann

Debut: In the near future, when TVs can't be shut off and ratings are all
that matter, investigative reporter Edison Carter (Matt Frewer) and his
computer- generated alter ego Max Headroom battle to keep the "blank"
generation informed.  In the opener, Carter stumbles across his own
network's cover-up of a sometimes deadly new form of TV advertising called
"blipverts".  Grossberg: Charles Rocket.  Gorrister: Ken Swofford.
Florence: Billie Byrd.  Ms Formby: Virginia Kiser.

Edison investigates the side effects of 'blipverts' on viewers, but finds
out too much.  After an "accident" he runs into a side effect of his own,
in the form of Max Headroom.

04/07/87	Rakers
                 w: James Crocker & Steve Roberts (teleplay)
                    James Crocker (story)
                 d: Thomas J. Wright

Theora may lose her job when she runs off to help her estranged brother,
who's competing in a brutal sport that promoters want legalized and
televised.  Shawn: Peter Cohl.  Jack Friday: Wortham Krimmer.  Rik: JW
Smith.  Ped Zing: Arsenio "Sonny" Trinidad.

Theora's brother is participating in a dangerous, illegal sport which
promoters want to make legal and on TV.

04/14/87	Body Banks
                 w: Steve Roberts
                 d: Francis DeLia

Carter races against time to save a woman who was shanghaied and sold to a
"body bank" for experimentation.  Meanwhile, Network 23's largest sponsor
wants Max as spokesman.  Cheviot: George Coe.  Formby: Virginia Kiser.
Blank Reg: Morgan Sheppard.  Dominique: Concetta Tomei.  Mel: Scott Kraft.
Plantaganet: John Winston.  Rik: JW Smith.

A down and out girl is captured by a body bank for her rare blood type.

04/21/87	Security Systems
                 w: Michael Cassutt
                 d: Tommy Lee Wallace

Carter is accused of credit fraud and becomes a fugitive after delving into
the hostile takeover of Security Systems, the world's most powerful
corporation.  Cheviot: George Coe.  Rik: JW Smith.  Dominique: Concetta
Tomei.  Blank Reg: Morgan Sheppard.  Valerie Towne: Carol Mayo Jenkins.
Voice of A-7: Sally Stevens.

When Edison looks into who is buying out the all-powerful Security Systems,
Inc., he has his record changed and is soon on the run for the worst
possible crime: credit fraud.

04/28/87	War
                w: Martin Pasko, Rebecca Parr, Michael Cassutt & 
                   Steve Roberts
                d: Thomas J. Wright

Network 23 finds that the fine line between news and entertainment may very
well be the bottom line.  Dancing on that line is Braddock, a double
dealing program packager who offers to sell Network 23 the exclusive rights
to cover an urban-guerilla group's terrorist activities during a crucial
24-hour global ratings-sweep period.  The network turns Braddock's offer
down, but a smaller rival accepts.Broadcasting from a terrorist bombing
site, its ratings soar -- as Network 23's plummet.  Barred from that site
is Network 23 ace reporter Edison Carter, to the annoyance of some Network
23 board members.  But network head Ben Cheviot knows Braddock's reputation
and assigns Carter to investigate.  Braddock: Gary Swenson.  Croyd Hauser:
Robert O'Reilly.  Janie Crane: Lisa Niemi.  Lucian: J Michael Flynn.

Edison investigates terrorism made for network news.

05/05/87	The Blanks
                 w: Steve Roberts
                 d: Tommy Lee Wallace

As the "blanks" - undesirables with no computer records, are rounded up and
arrested, the networks face permanent cancellation by hackers who threaten
to crash the city's entire computer system if their companions aren't
released.  Peller: Howard Sherman.  Bruno: Peter Crook.  Ashwell: Hank
Garret.  Blank Reg: Morgan Sheppard.  Dominique: Concetta Tomei.

A group of blanks holds the city's computer control and television for
ransom in exchange for blank rights.

Second Season

09/18/87	Academy
                 w: David Brown
                 d: Victor Lobl

In this second-season opener, the hearts of the Network 23 gang skip a byte
when Blank Reg is falsely arrested for airwave piracy called "zipping".
Sydney Harding: James Greene.  Ashwell: Hank Garrett.  Edwards: Lee Wilcof.

Edison must challenge Bryce and his calssmates at the Academy of Computer
Sciences when they frame Blank Reg on a charge of zipping, interrupting a
network satellite feed.

Students at Bryce's old school break into the Network 23 satellite beam,
and Bryce leads everyone to believe that Blank Reg did it.

09/25/87	Deities  [Resurrection Vanna]  [Vu-Age]
                 w: Michael Cassutt
                 d: Tom Wright

Edison's expose on a TV evangelist (Dayle Haddon), who promises computer-
generated life after death, gets Max kidnapped and may soon make him one of
the dearly departed.

A TV church, led by a college flame of Edison's, kidnaps Max.  Edison must
retrieve Max and uncover the church's phony electronic "soul storage"
system, which claims to keep the personalities of the dead on-line - for a
price.

Edison's old flame Vanna Smith is running a TV ministry that promises to
resurrect the dead.

10/02/87	Grossberg's Return
                 w: Steve Roberts
                 d: Janet Greek

Electrodemocracy goes haywire when a politically corrupt ratings maneuver
called "Vu-Dose" threatens to destroy Network 23.  Grossberg: Charles
Rocket.  Edwards: Lee Wilcof.  Ashwell: Hank Garrett.  Lauren: Sharon Barr.

Rival Network 66 attempts to defeat Network 23 in a ratings-based election
by introducing a "watch while you sleep" device into its programming to
caused people to leave their TV sets on all night.

Groosberg is back and trying to destroy Network 23 via a telection scandal.

10/09/87	Dream Thieves
                 w: Steve Roberts (teleplay) & Charles Grant Craig (story)
                 d: Todd Holland

Subscriber TV turns nightmarish when thieves who sell stolen dreams kill
one of Edison's old Network 23 friends.  Paddy Ashton: Mark Lindsay
Chapman.  Bella: Jenette Goldstein.  Grieg: Ron Fassler.  Finn: Vernon
Weddle.

Some shady entrepreneuers are stealing people's dreams and selling them to
the highest bidders.  Edison goes undercover to expose their lethal
business.

A friend of Edison's is killed by people who record dreams and exploit them
on television.

10/16/87	Whacketts  [The Addiction Game]
                 w: Arthur Sellers (teleplay) & Dennis Rolfe (story)
                 d: Victor Lobl

The death of a seasoned metrocop alerts Edison to foul play when an
addicting game show starts wiping out Network 23's ratings and even Max
gets hooked.  Ziskin: Bert Kramer.  Haskel: Bill Maher.  Biller: Richard
Frank.  Grossberg: Charles Rocket.  Chubb: James F Dean.

A video narcotic is causing people to leave their TVs tuned to Big Time
Television twenty-four hours a day.

Edison must expose the criminals behind an electronically addictive game
show.

04/28/88	NeuroStim
                 w: Arthur Sellers & Michael Cassutt
                 d: Maurice Phillips

Return: The computer-generated wiseacre is b-b-b-back as a fast-food chain
invents a bracelet that creates realistic fantasies for its wearers while
making them crave its products.  Ashwell: Hank Garrett.  Edwards: Lee
Wilcof.  Lauren: Sharon Barr.

Zik-Zak introduces Neurostim, a device to directly stimulate the brain and
bypass the need to use television for advertising.

Edison gets a little too involved when he investigates the new giveaway
item from Zik-Zak that simulates fantasies and product consumption, thus
eliminating the need for television advertising.

05/05/88	Lessons
                 w: Adrian Hein & Steve Roberts (teleplay)
                    Colman DeKay & Howard Brookner (story)
                 d: Victor Lobl

Edison fights to keep the pen mightier than the sword when the metrocops
break up a secret school used to educate the children of the Fringes.
Frances: Laura Carrington.  Traker: Mike Preston.  Dragul: John Durbin.

Network 23 censors go a step too far when they try to shut down a secret
school in the fringes, because it's using pirated Network 23 instructional
programming.

Edison's coverage of "Sky Clearance" night uncovers network censors working
with the metrocops in raids on secret schools set up by the fringe dwellers
to give their children the education the officials and Network 23 would
like to unofficially deny them.

Unaired Episodes

14               Baby Growbags
                 w: Chris Ruppenthal
                 d: Janet Greek

Edison exposes a test tube baby outfit.

Unproduced Episodes

15               Theora's Story

Theora is kidnapped by a group of terrorists who slowly convert her to
their way of thinking.

16               The Trial

Network TV becomes witness to a trial.

17               X-Mas
The Christmas holiday is commercialized to the point of absurdity.

Also

UK talk show (name?) [BBC?] [rebroadcast on Cinemax]
The Original Max 'Talking' Headroom Show [Cinemax]

Coca-Cola commercial(s) (number?)

First Season of Max Headroom available on Japanese laserdisc (2ep/disc)
'The Best Of Max Headroom' interviews on Japanese laserdisc

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 01:30:20 GMT
From: lemay@lorelei.eng.sun.com (Laura Lemay - IWTFM)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

Sorry this is late; I've been sick and I'm catching up.

Ilene Rosenberg writes:
>>WHY did they take Max Headroom off the air anyways??? I mean, what a
>>BRILLIANT SHOW!!!! (If I had known then why I liked it so much, I would
>>have been even more bothered)

Debbie Brown suggests:
> For one thing, ABC aired this show on Friday nights.  DEATH night.  It
> was never given a chance IMHO.

Max Headroom was an incredible show.  The critics just drooled over it.
The problem was that ABC kept shifting it around so that no one knew when
it was on, hence the low ratings.  Finally it was given Fridays at 10 (9?
I don't remember :-(, otherwise nown as the death slot.

The rumor I heard from some TV critic when it was finally moved to Fridays
was that ABC wanted it dead just as quickly as possible because the show
used too many industry in-jokes about the negative power of corporate TV
networks over society.

I still have my Network 23 t-shirt; I get double-takes all the time.

Laura Lemay
lemay@sun.com
sun!lemay

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 91 08:04:02 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

lemay@lorelei.Eng.Sun.COM (Laura Lemay) writes:
>The problem was that ABC kept shifting it around so that no one knew when
>it was on, hence the low ratings. Finally it was given Fridays at 10 (9? I
>don't remember :-(, otherwise nown as the death slot.
>
>The rumor I heard from some TV critic when it was finally moved to Fridays
>was that ABC wanted it dead just as quickly as possible because the show
>used too many industry in-jokes about the negative power of corporate TV
>networks over society.

This is absolutely false. ABC did *not* "keep shifting it around", so there
was no "final move to Fridays". During its Spring 1987 try-out, it was on
Tuesday at 10 pm, right after MOONLIGHTING, and stayed in that slot for its
entire six-episode first season. For its second season that Fall, it was
put in the Friday (at either 8 or 9 PM, I think 9) and stayed there for
five weeks, at which point it was cancelled. It was revived for two more
episodes in April/May 1998 (during the writers' strike, when the networks
were desperate for new material) in a Thursday at 8 slot.

If the Network moved it to Friday because they wanted it to die a quick
death, they would've accomplished it a lot easier and a *lot* more cheaply
if they simply didn't renew it for a second season. They did renew it, so
one can assume that they weren't "trying" to kill it by moving it to
Fridays.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 00:20:13 GMT
From: fms@lectroid.sw.stratus.com (Faith Senie)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

I seem to remember that at the end of the first season, the network allowed
Headroom to be renewed with the understanding that the writers and
producers would "dumb it up".  I.e. take away the three and four
intertwined plot lines per show, as they didn't believe that the average
viewer could handle it.  Unfortunately, that tended to kill the program.  I
felt that the second season was definitely a lot "dumber" than the first.
The 2nd season shows were absolutely boring.  And I also felt that the
actors felt the same way - they all looked bored second season, where they
looked like they were having fun first season.

I guess what the networks didn't understand is that there is a subset of
viewers out there that _appreciate_ a good set of intertwined plots, and
they haven't got a whole lot of things on TV for us to be interested in, at
the moment.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Brooks & Cherryh & Clarke & DeCamp (2 msgs) &
                   Ellison (2 msgs) & Frank & Gardner & King &
                   Kurtz & LeGuin & McCaffrey & Wolfe & 
                   Yarbro (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 17:54:00 GMT
From: TERNENT@wkuvx1.bitnet (John Ternent)
Subject: Terry Brooks

I just finished reading Terry Brook's _Scions of Shannara_. While I thought
it was pretty good, I didn't think it was of the caliber of some of his
other works. However, the recognition of characters and elements from the
original Shannara books more than made up for it. Any comments/opinions?

Also, does anyone know when _Druid of Shannara_ will be released in the
U.S.? I was a little surprised to learn that _Scions_ was released last
November abroad but was not released until just now in the U.S.

John Ternent
Kentucky Climate Center
TERNENT@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 20:57:04 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Cherryh questions

audunh@eik.ii.uib.no (Audun Hauge (Databehendling)):
>C.J. Cherryh:
>1) I've read Downbelow Station and wonder if the others in this series
>   are of equal quality.

"This series" includes essentially all her science fiction books.  They're
all in the same continuity.

>   40,000 in Gehenna

Different from Downbelow Station, but almost as good.  (It improves upon
rereading.)  Read this, then read Cyteen.

>   Merchanters luck
>   ( Voyage in the dark ? can't remember last book )

Not among her better works.

>2) I also liked The dreamstone, but have not been able to lay hands on the
>   follow-up story ( The tree of swords and jewels ).  Is 'The tree ..' as
>   good as The dreamstone ?

You may safely consider it the second half of the same story.

>3) The faded sun trilogy:
>   I've read the first book (Kesrith?) but found it somewhat below
>   normal Cherryh standard. Do the two others make up for no. 1 ?

Yes.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 07:25:27 GMT
From: bradfiel@aludra.usc.edu (The B-field)
Subject: Arthur C. Clarke

   Has anyone out there heard if Arthur C. Clarke's *A Fall of Moondust* is
going to be republished along with all the other reprintings.  I read it a
long time ago and haven't been able to find it in any stores.

   By the way, I also read that Clarke has a new novel coming out called
*The Ghost Off Grand Banks*.  It's about the raising of the Titanic and
contains a lot of fractal mathematics.  

bradfiel@aludra.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 06:27:16 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: DeCamp

 ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> Has anyone who has the old Ace double-back "Hand Of Zei/Search For Zei"
> bought the book "Hand Of Zei" to see if it is verbatim the same book? I
> have the first but, I'm too careful with my money to get the 2nd. The
> second story of the double-back was noticably less polished than the
> first, so I wonder if the 2nd half has been polished up a bit in the new
> edition.

I no longer have my childhood copy of the double book, but the current
(1983) edition of HAND OF ZEI bears the 1963 and 1950 copyrights, "renewed"
in 1983, and no indication of a rewriting.  On the other hand, the book
also shows no evidence of being two separate parts, it is a full sized
novel with chapter counts continuous from start to end.  It's been too long
since I read Hand of Zei, and _much_ to long since I read the double, to
remember if there are in fact two novelettes incorporated in the newer
publication.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 04:52:33 GMT
From: d25001@mic.lonestar.org (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: DeCamp

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
> ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>> Has anyone who has the old Ace double-back "Hand Of Zei/Search For Zei"
>> bought the book "Hand Of Zei" to see if it is verbatim the same book?
>
>...in 1983, and no indication of a rewriting.  On the other hand, the book
>also shows no evidence of being two separate parts, it is a full sized
>novel with chapter counts continuous from start to end.

   There is no reason why you should expect evidence of it being in two
separate parts.  HoZ first appeared as _one_ serialized novel in
_Astounding_.  It was in three (or four) parts, but it was ONE story.  The
Ace edition was split because that was the way Ace usually packaged books
in those days.  It took both halves of an Ace double to equal the verbage
in one "full length" novel.

   I never bought/read the Ace version; so, I can't say how it compares to
either the preceeding or suceeding versions.  I have the hardback and the
magazines, but I've never thought to compare them either.

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 17:22:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu ("Jon Ciliberto::")
Subject: Ellison

Douglas Curtis writes:
>Harlan Ellison...  his written novels "Shatterday", "I have no Mouth & I
>Must Scream", "Deathbird Stories", and "Deadly Streets".

None of these are novels; each is a short story collection.  Ellison has
only written two novels, one an early work whose title eludes me, the other
the rock 'n' roll novel, SPIDER KISS.

Jon Ciliberto

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 18:43:22 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: Ellison

CILIBERT@CTRVAX.VANDERBILT.EDU (Jon Ciliberto) writes:
>Douglas Curtis writes:
>
>>Harlan Ellison...  his written novels "Shatterday", "I have no Mouth & I
>>Must Scream", "Deathbird Stories", and "Deadly Streets".
>
>None of these are novels; each is a short story collection.  Ellison has
>only written two novels, one an early work whose title eludes me, the
>other the rock 'n' roll novel, SPIDER KISS.

By the way, the name of that other novel, I believe, is:

_The Man with Nine Lives_.  Although I could be wrong.

It was published fairly early in Ellison's career.

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 22:34:56 GMT
From: gross@dg-rtp.dg.com (Gene Gross)
Subject: Re: Alas, Babylon - by Pat Frank

I read this book when it first came out.

At the time, I lived in Orlando, a city that anyone who has read the book
should recognize.  When I first got there, my Dad was stationed at
Pinecastle AFB, later changed to McCoy AFB; it was a SAC base.  Much of the
locale of the book was familiar to us.  At the time, there was a great deal
of tension is the world between Soviets and USA.  Frankly, it scared us
pretty badly on the first read through.  Shortly after reading _Alas,
Babylon_, I read another book called _War: 1974_ also about a nuclear war.
But this book was more about the types of weapons that might be used in
"WWIII."  That book was hardly ever in the library.  The waiting list was
huge - one of my friends waited half a year to read it and then had to
rush his reading of it prior to reporting for the draft.

_Alas, Babylon_ remains on my all time favorites list.

Gene 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 00:10:00 GMT
From: NGUSTAS@hampvms.bitnet (GABRIELLE DE LIONCOURT)
Subject: Craig Shaw Gardner

I've read all of Craig Shaw Gardner's books. In fact, I have an autographed
copy of "A Malady of Magics" (he used to work at the SF-Fantasy bookstore
that I hung out in when I lived in the Boston area). Aside from the Wuntvor
books, he's also written a series called "The Cineverse Cycle", which has
to do with people from the real world entering the movie universe. It's
good (but not quite as good). He also novelized the Batman movie, and the
other book by him escapes me, but it's based on a role playing game.  I
like his stuff a lot. I think it fills the same gap that Asprin's Myth
Adventures does, and does a better job of it.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 17:21:20 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: The Kingiverse

I don't know whether this has been kicked around in here before, but...

I just (finally) got around to reading Stephen King's 1987 novel _The
Tommyknockers_.  Not bad.  Noticed a few interesting touches in it, namely
explicit references to characters and events from _Firestarter_ and _The
Dead Zone_.  Those two books and _Tommyknockers_ definitely take place in
the same universe.  (There's also a possible sighting of the evil
clown-monster from _It,_ but that may or may not have been a
hallucination.)

Interestingly, it's also a universe wherein (1) there exists an unnamed
horror writer who lives in Bangor, Maine, (2) there exists a Bangor-based
rock'n'roll radio station with call letters WZON, and (3) there was a movie
called "The Shining," starring Jack Nicholson.

In other words, it looks like at least some of King's non-horror sf novels
take place in the "real" world, wherein at least some of his horror novels
exist as fiction. Cute.

Just thought I'd mention all this.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 21:23:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: The Adept

I am not sure this is really SF, but has anyone else read _The Adept_, just
of in paperback from ACE fantasy?

It is co-written by Katherine Kurtz (of Deryni fame) and Deborah Turner
Harris (_Spiral of Fire_, which was part of a trilogy I believe) and it is
difficult to say exactly what is wrong with it.  On one hand, it is
reasonably interesting and rather resembles the Lord Darcy's (Randall
Garrett) series in tone and atmosphere (but it is not set in an alternate
reality, I hasten to add), on the other hand, the cover says something
about it being the first in a new series, and this is too obvious in the
story's ending and pace.  By which I mean that when one reaches the end,
one still feels like being in the middle of a story: this is only an
installment, only longer than a chapter.  OK, so the main characters have
been introduced, and some action has taken place, but absolutly nothing has
been resolved.

Don't get me wrong, it was easy reading, but somehow not very rewarding.
The influence of Katherine Kurtz is clear in the description of magical
rituals but, Deborah Turner Harris's influence seems to have been to slow
down the action (from which you can gather that I did not like _Spiral of
Fire_, not even reading its sequel(s) which is very unusual for me).

In a word, don't bother (at least until we can see the rest).

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 14:14:26 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Ursula Le Guin - Earthsea "Tetralogy"

D J Astley wants to know about the new Le Guin novel. Its title is Tehanu;
it gives us Ged and Arha in late middle age, plus a seriously abused child.
It is splendid.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 20:14:27 GMT
From: espie@ibis.stanford.edu (Marc Espie)
Subject: Re: Sassinak (yech)

Nick_Janow@mindlink.UUCP (Nick Janow) writes:
>I was quite disappointed by "Sassinak" too.  I enjoyed Elizabeth Moon's
>"Paksenarrion" series, but "Sassinak" didn't quite measure up.  I'm not
>sure if it was due to the collaboration with Anne McCaffrey, but it might
>have been.
>
>"Sassinak" was fairly choppy; I had the feeling that it was written in
>definite sections, possibly by two authors with different styles.
>
>I also didn't like the alien races; they weren't written in a believable
>way. 

"Believability" is all in the eye of the beholder. Basically, Anne belongs
to the school which believes that every sentient being's mind works in
basically the same way. This usually gives aliens which appear very
friendly, not so alien and a bit human. If this is the problem you have
with her aliens, well... I haven't met any alien lately, so I wouldn't
really know if hers are more believable or less than others.  Why did not
you find these believable ?

>Good aliens are hard to write, but if you can't come up with some
>believable ones and aliens aren't absolutely necessary to the story, leave
>them out.  The basic story of a girl's career in the space navy could have
>been written just fine without the aliens; they didn't add anything
>important to the story.

If you take Sassinak by itself, you're right but then, Sassinak is part of
a trilogy, and then that trilogy blends with two other novels by Anne
McCaffrey, "Dinosaur Planet" and "Dinosaur Planet survivor".  From that
point of view, the aliens are an integral part of that universe.

>From what I've seen of the two authors, I guess that the aliens were
>mostly McCaffrey's.  Does anyone else have any thoughts on what parts of
>the book were written by which author?

About the aliens, you're right. I don't quite know who wrote what. I was
under the impression the style was pretty much coherent from one end to
the other, but then I read it in a jiffy.

About the ideas, I know the part which is Anne's - alien races
(specifically Theks), universe, Fleet, Discipline, Ireta, HeavyWorlders,
Lunzie all come from Dinosaur Planet. Anne McCaffrey usually write dense
science-fiction.  I can't explain why, but it seems to me that her
"dragonriders" are usually better written and smoother (with exceptions).
This time, Sassinak was very smooth. I would believe that Elizabeth Moon
had to do with the style, and also with Sassinak's character.

You would be able to decide by yourself if you would read Anne McCaffrey's
previous work :-). Or try ``the Death of Sleep'' which does not involve
Elizabeth Moon.

Marc Espie
espie@flamingo.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 12:55:05 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re:  Wolfe's "Soldier of Arete"

dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>Why do I seem to be the only one on the net (or at least the only one who
>talks about this book) who doesn't think there will be a third book?  Is
>the indefinite-number-of-sequels paradigm so ingrained in publishing these
>days that no one can imagine a series that ends?

  I talked to Gene Wolfe at a con while he was writing _Soldier of Arete_,
and he said he would probably do a few books about Latro.  However, Latro
may never get his memory back, and the story may not actually end as such.
He said that he wanted to take Latro to various places in Ancient Greece
(sort of a travelogue) to write about them.
  
Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 17:26:44 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Yarbro

moudgill@cs.cornell.edu (Mayan Moudgill) writes:
> [_The General _] reeks of Belisarus (by Robert Graves),
>but with a gaurdian angel to prevent Belisarus from making the political
>mistakes he did. Equivs:
>Raj==Belisarus Honest, great general
>His Wife==Ananstatia friend of Theodora, ex-courtesan
>Anne==Theodora ex-prostitute, powerful
>Her husband==Justinian power-mad, fickle
>Companions/5th Descotters==Companions/Household Cavalry.

   Well, say now. This list of characters (from the Graves book) sounds
quite like those in _A Flame in Byzantium_, by Chelsea Quinn Yarbro. I am
led to the conclusion that these people are all actual historical
characters, a conclusion which I hadn't been sure of before (well, I *knew*
about Theodora and Justinian).
   Does anyone out there know how many of Yarbro's characters are
historical, and which are her own creations?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 20:01:17 GMT
From: verseman@stl-07sima.army.mil ("Amy N. Verseman")
Subject: Re:  St. Germain Novels

Chelsea Quinn Yarbro has written at least the following St. Germain books

Hotel Transylvania
Blood Games
The Palace
Path of the Eclipse
There is one I just re-read that is set in WW1 and Wiemar Republic Germany
and France. I have blanked on the title.  Taking Chances is the general
idea.

There are also at least 2 novels featuring Atta Olivia Clemens, whom St.
Germain "converted" in one of the earlier books.  These are

A Flame in Byzantium
Crusaders Torch 

She really digs in to the historical research for these books, so even if
you don't care for her particular interpretation of the vampire legends,
there is still some worthwhile stuff in all the books.

Amy Newell Verseman

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 01:05:45 GMT
From: alto@leland.stanford.edu (Nancy Wallace)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #64

The St. Germain novel set in Weimar Germany is called _Tempting Fate_.
Yarbro also has an Olivia novel - _A Candle for D'Artagnan_, and a new
Madeline/ St.Germain novel, _Out of the House of Life_. None of these are
out in paperback yet; I think _Tempting Fate_ is out of print.

Nancy Wallace
alto@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 16:27:03 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Saint-Germain (Yarbro) (was:   SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #64)

alto@portia.Stanford.EDU (Nancy Wallace) writes:
>The St. Germain novel set in Weimar Germany is called _Tempting Fate_.
>Yarbro also has an Olivia novel - _A Candle for D'Artagnan_, and a new
>Madeline/ St.Germain novel, _Out of the House of Life_. None of these are
>out in paperback yet; I think _Tempting Fate_ is out of print.

   _Tempting Fate_ is still available in hardback from the Science Fiction
Book Club. As far as I know (which may not be much), none of these has ever
made it to paperback; at least, I've never seen a PB of any of 'em.
   Is _Candle_ still in print? I haven't been able to tell whether the SFBC
has it, buit I do know they don't have _Path of the Eclipse_. 

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Keyes (4 msgs) & Books in Print &
                         Media and War & Vampires &
                         Non-English SF & Classifying Authors

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 13:30:49 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: Re: Flowers For Algernon

NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (John C Newmark) writes:
> I don't know if it has been mentioned yet or not but
>
> Flowers for Algernon      by Daniel Keyes
> 
> is an excellent novel written in the unusual and hard to do well
> epistolary format (i.e. letters/journal).  Though the original
> novella-sized version won a nebula, ...

I was there when Keyes got handed his HUGO award for the story; I don't
believe the Nebula even existed at the time, although I could be wrong.

> ...a chain like Waldenbooks or B Dalton you are more likely to find it in
> the literature/fiction section than in the sci-fi section.  Which of
> course is another reason to avoid these stores when possible.  Whenever a
> science fiction novel includes excellent style, characterization, etc,
> these chains refuse to accept it as science fiction.  It is infuriating.
> I think we should refuse to buy books from them until they place Orwell,
> Huxley, Zamayatin, and Keyes (and others) in their proper place.

I don't understand; of the four you mention, only one (Keyes) has written
highly readable SF as SF.  (Orwell and Huxley were what I refer to as
"mainstream hacks," mainstreamers who used SF concepts that had already
been dealt with in the ghetto by real SF writers, often more competently;
Zamyatin (occasionally seen as "Zamiatin") is a coherent, run-of-the-mill
Russki writer whose quality in English is as spotty as the publisher's
choice of translator.)  In short, none of the three is much of an SF
writer, since two were selling political tracts couched as fiction, and the
other was trying to write decent SF in a highly repressive and censored
working environment.  Keyes alone has produced real SF, and I don't think
he's published two books in the last twenty years.
 
Why not just press for bookstores to have SF sections that exclude elves,
magic, witches, spells, D&D scenarios masquerading as literature, and
anydamnthing by Piers Anthony????

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 21:27:08 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Nebulas (was: Flowers for Algernon)

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (David Potter) writes
>> Flowers for Algernon      by Daniel Keyes
>> is an excellent novel written in the unusual and hard to do well
>> epistolary format (i.e. letters/journal).  Though the original
>> novella-sized version won a nebula, if you look for the book in
>
>I was there when Keyes got handed his HUGO award for the story; I don't
>believe the Nebula even existed at the time, although I could be wrong.

  [deleted]

I have a complete (1965-1989) Nebula *winners* list on file, and according
to it, Keyes only won for the novel-length version of FfA, sharing the 1966
prize with Samuel R. Delany (BABEL-17). Perhaps the novella was published
before 1965; what year did you see him awarded the Hugo?

Yesterday's Oscar nomination reminded me that Nebula nominations should be
floating the winds. Does anybody heard anything about them or know when
they will be announced?

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Adam Hart)
Subject: Flowers For Algernon / Hugo /Nebula
Date: 15 Feb 91 20:43:04 GMT

  Daniel Keyes won the Hugo award for "FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON" in the "short
fiction" category at the 1960 World SF Convention in Pittsburgh.  It was
originally printed in "FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION" in spring or early
summer of '59; sorry I can't recall the date, offhand, but it should be
easy to find if you want to look for it.  The pumped-up version he
perpetrated a half-dozen years later (all right, all right, it's certainly
better than, easily, 90% of the field, and it wouldn't have gotten a Nebula
if Keyes' fellow writers hadn't had considerable respect for it) is
longer, but in my opinion, not greatly better; I regard it as simply
milking a topnotch story for a bit more.
  Traditionally, no matter how good an expanded story is, it doesn't win a
Hugo if the original shorter version won.  Thus, "WEYR SEARCH" won a Hugo,
but the first "Dragonriders" book, a composite of "WEYR SEARCH" and a
short-novel serial, didn't win when nominated, even though the expansion
told a much bigger, better story.

  I believe that 1965 was the first year that Nebula Awards were given.
(And I wasn't aware that Keyes had gotten a Nebula for the novel version of
"FFA," so thanks for telling me.  One day I just *have to* catch up on my
reading.)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 03:12:47 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Flowers For Algernon / Hugo /Nebula

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Adam Hart) writes:

>should be easy to find if you want to look for it.  The pumped-up version
>he perpetrated a half-dozen years later (all right, all right, it's
>certainly better than, easily, 90% of the field, and it wouldn't have
>gotten a Nebula if Keyes' fellow writers hadn't had considerable respect
>for it) is longer, but in my opinion, not greatly better; I regard it as
>simply milking a topnotch story for a bit more.

I think the novel isn't nearly as good as the short story.  The short story
is sharp; it bites, and runs away, and leaves a wound.  The novel is
diffuse.  It just doesn't have the same impact.

Let's face it, there are short story ideas and novel ideas.  They need
different media.  _Flowers for Algernon_ is a short story idea, whether
expressed in a short story or a novel.  Contrast it with Gibson's _Johnny
Mnemonic_, which is a novel narrative, compressed and sliced into a short
story.

Eric Pepke
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute  
Florida State University                       
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052                     
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 09:38:07 GMT
From: sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela)
Subject: Are these books in print (Varley, Martin)?

The situation here in Finland seems to be that the nearest decent sf
bookstore is in Stockholm, Sweden.  Therefore, I currently acquire most of
my reading by mail-order from Stockholm.  I have been very satisfied with
this bookstore, however, there are some books which I'm very interested in,
but which have never been in the store's mail-order catalogue (as far as I
have seen).

So I'd like to know if the following books are in print (preferably in
paperback).  It doesn't matter whether the publisher is English or American
(the publisher's name would certainly help, though).

Varley, John:
   The Ophiuchi Hotline [1977]
   The Persistence of Vision [1978] [C] [aka "In the Hall of the Martian
                                          Kings"]

Martin, George:
    A Song for Lya and Other Stories [1976] [C]
    Songs of Stars and Shadows [1977] [C]
    Songs the Dead Men Sing [1983] [C]
    Nightflyers [1985] [C]
    Tuf Voyaging [1986] [C]
    Portraits of His Children [1987] [C]

I'd also like to receive comments/suggestions regarding the Martin
collections.  I have read his short stories "A Song for Lya" and
"Nightflyers" both of which I found very good.  I'd really like to get the
collection(s) which contain these stories. However, the only collection by
Martin which my dealer stocks is _Sandkings_.  Do all these collections
really contain different stories?  Which are the best?  Should I really buy
them all :-)?

Thanks in advance.

Kari Sutela
sutela@polaris.utu.fi

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 18:39:00 GMT
From: EPSTEIN@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Emily Epstein)
Subject: Media and war

Last month, just after things started getting lively in the Middle East, I
asked if anybody knew of sf writers dealing with media's impact on war,
especially one doing so earlier than Gordon Dickson. The story I had in
mind was _Soldier_Ask_Not_, which was published in 1967. There was also Bob
Asprin's _Cold_Cash_War_, (1977) which was more about war as popular
entertainment than on media coverage's impact on the waging of war. A few
others from the list made some recommendations:

John Turner (john@l5comp.wa.com) suggested a story by Charles Sheffield in
his anthology, _Hidden Variables_ (1981), about a company contracted to
simulate battlefield footage for the military, as a planning aid, which
were so gripping and realistic that the military began using them as
reports on the TV news.  In the end the company's computer whiz reveals
that he's been altering the course of the war, by editing the "reality" of
the computer footage he gives the top brass.

Dana Lynne Goldblatt (dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu) named _A_World_Between_
by Norman Spinrad, (1979) concerning a battle of ideologies which has
descended on a peaceful and egalitarian world called Pacifica. At first,
there is only a threat of war, and the first shots are fired through
propaganda on the world wide media networks. The second protagonist and
hero is the Minister of Media of the planetary government (which is
parliamentary).

Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu> came up with the earliest.  "If
this goes on . . ."  by RA Heinlein. c1942. The revolution is begun by
broadcasting a countermiracle. One of the main characters talks job-talk
about propaganda as it applies to organizing discontent among the
reasonably contented citizens of a religious dictatorship.

I guess it's not really surprising that stories dealing with media coverage
of war didn't really show up until the Vietnam war and after.

Emily

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 16:24:00 GMT
From: GOATHUNTER@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, Western Ky. University")
Subject: Re: Vampire reading: HWA Anthology

The first annual Horror Writers of America anthology is called _Under the
Fang_ and will be published in August 1991 by Pocket Books.  It was edited
by Robert R.  McCammon (who created the _Fang_ universe) and Martin H.
Greenberg.  The "shared-world" anthology tells what happens after the
vampires have already taken over most of the world - how do the survivors
survive, what is this new world like, etc.

The basic premise for _Under the Fang_ is that vampires have taken over the
world and there are pockets of humanity living "under the fang." The
anthology is the first book McCammon has edited.

The anthology will feature stories written by the HWA's lesser-known
authors and such "established" members as Thomas F.  Monteleone, Al
Sarrantonio, Brian Hodge, Lisa Cantrell, Nancy A.  Collins, and Richard
Laymon.  HWA president Chelsea Quinn Yarbro collaborated with Suzy McKee
Charnas on a tale bringing together the two main characters from their
vampire novels.

As editor of LIGHTS OUT! - The Robert R.  McCammon Newsletter, I published
McCammon's original depiction of the anthology's universe.  Any one
interested in obtaining a copy of the issue, please contact me at the
address below.

Axolotl Press recently published "Midnight Mass", by F.  Paul Wilson.  The
novella was originally to be included in _Under the Fang_, but was pulled
so it could be printed by Axolotl.  It was a lot of fun.

FYI, F.  Paul Wilson is editing the next HWA anthology, probably due in
August 1992.

Hunter Goatley
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 21:50:00 GMT
From: GUNTHAR%MKVAX1.DECNET@msus1.bitnet ("Rosebud. No..rosebud lite.")
Subject: Non-English SF

When this list first appeared, a few of the author's names were misspelled
(coming from an anglo-saxon heritage myself, I find that understandable).
I've corrected what names I could and added a few that weren't in the
original list.  This list does not include names on the first list that
were spelled correctly.

		   Non-English SF translated to English
 
AUSTRIA
   Werfel, Franz  STAR OF THE UNBORN [Viking, 1946]
 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
   Capek, Karel  WAR WITH THE NEWTS

FRANCE
   Barjevel, Rene  ASHES, ASHES [Doubleday, 1967]
      THE ICE PEOPLE [Morrow, 1970]
      THE IMMORTALS
   Klein, Gerard  THE DAY BEFORE TOMORROW [DAW, 1972]
      THE MOTE IN TIMES EYE [DAW, 1975]
      THE OVERLORDS OF WAR
      STARMASTER'S GAMBIT [DAW, 1971]
   Maurois, Andre  THE THOUGHT-READING MACHINE [Jonathan Cape, 1938]
      THE WEIGHER OF SOULS [Bart, 1944]
   Verne, Jules DR. OX'S EXPERIMENT [Macmillan 1963]

GERMANY
   Pesek, Ludek THE EARTH IS NEAR [Bradbury Press 1973]

HUNGARY
   Koestler, Arthur THE AGE OF LONGING [Macmillen, 1951]
  
U.S.S.R
   Amosov, Nikolai. NOTES FROM THE FUTURE [Simon & Schuster, 1970]
   Asimov, Isaac ed. SOVIET SCIENCE FICTION [Collier 1962]
      MORE SOVIET SCIENCE FICTION [Collier 1962]
   Bulychev, Krill  GULSAR WONDERS [Macmillian 1985]
   Daniel, Yury  THIS IS MOSCOW SPEAKING, AND OTHER STORIES
      [Dutton, 1969]
   Dudintsev, Vladimir  A NEW YEAR'S TALE [Dutton, 1960]
   Merrill, Judith ed. PATH INTO THE UNKNOWN 
   Obruchev, V. PLUTONIA [Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1957]
   Strugatskii, Arkadii & Boris ESCAPE ATTEMPT
      FAR RAINBOW/THE 2nd INVASION FROM MARS
      HARD TO BE A GOD [Seabury, 1973]
      ROADSIDE PICNIC/TALE OF THE TROIKA [Macmillan, 1977]
      THE TIME WANDERER
      THE UGLY SWANS
   Tolstoy, Aleksey N.  AELITA

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 20:39:08 GMT
From: patk@hpmwtd.hp.com (Patrick Kearney)
Subject: Re: Flowers For Algernon

>I don't understand; of the four you mention, only one (Keyes) has written
>highly readable SF as SF.  (Orwell and Huxley were what I refer to as
>"mainstream hacks," mainstreamers who used SF concepts that had already
>been dealt with in the ghetto by real SF writers, often more competently;
>Zamyatin (occasionally seen as "Zamiatin") is a coherent, run-of-the-mill
>Russki writer whose quality in English is as spotty as the publisher's
>choice of translator.)  In short, none of the three is much of an SF
>writer, since two were selling political tracts couched as fiction, and
>the other was trying to write decent SF in a highly repressive and
>censored working environment.  Keyes alone has produced real SF, and I
>don't think he's published two books in the last twenty years.
>
>Why not just press for bookstores to have SF sections that exclude elves,
>magic, witches, spells, D&D scenarios masquerading as literature, and
>anydamnthing by Piers Anthony????

This posting, and the one to which it is a reply, post a number of
interesting questions or subjects for discussion.

Firstly, I personally do not regard B. Dalton and similar establishments as
bookshops in the best sense of the word; a store that piles books up in the
aisles like displays of soap powder or 6-packs of [shudder] Budweiser is
more closely related to Safeway than a traditional bookshop. It is useful,
too, if the staff in a bookshop have at least a nodding acquaintance with
literature; at B. Dalton etc. this is rarely the case. (But not always.)

Secondly, the question of whether Orwell, Huxley etc. were SF writers.
Well, if you eliminate them because their books in that area were
`political tracts', this would tend to disqualify H. G. Wells, William
Morris, Francis Bacon and a good many others who are often included in SF
anthologies. What is `real' SF? Are SF writers to be excluded from putting
political, social or religious elements into their work? Is SF to be
limited to space opera-type plots of the old "Planet Story" variety? (Good
as they often were, of their kind.) It is surely the ability of
science-fiction to speculate and look further than the end of a blaster
barrel that has allowed it to rise above the hack level or romance novels
or Westerns and become something approaching *real* literature. It started
as a genre-style of literature, along with, as I say, Westerns and so
forth. But only SF and, through the efforts of Raymond Chandler and others,
detective fiction were able to escape the genre limitations.

Finally, Piers Anthony. There is a tradition that in the early 1970's, he
wrote a novel for Essex House, an adventurous off-shoot of the Milton Luros
Parliament News/Brandon House porno empire. Essex House, which also
published three great novels by Phil Farmer, went out of business before
Anthony's book saw print. However, I am informed that it was called "Three
Inches" and concerned a man whose penis was that length, but whose semen
bestowed immortality.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Martin (3 msgs) & Requests (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 17:47:49 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Are these books in print (Varley, Martin)?

sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) says:
[description deleted;  only the titles I'm describing remain]

>Martin, George:
>    A Song for Lya and Other Stories [1976] [C]
>    Songs of Stars and Shadows [1977] [C]
>    Songs the Dead Men Sing [1983] [C]
>    Nightflyers [1985] [C]
>    Tuf Voyaging [1986] [C]
>    Portraits of His Children [1987] [C]

The only one of these that I know to be in print is _Tuf Voyaging_ from
BAEN books, but _Dying of the Light_ (1977, a novel) is also in print by
the same publisher.  The collection _A Song for Lya and Other Stories_ was
retitled _Nightflyers_ for its re-release when the movie _Nightflyers_ came
out.  _Tuf Voyaging_ is a collection in the same sense as _Windhaven_
(1981).  It's a series of short stories dealing with a man (Tuf) who finds
an ancient spaceship of the Ecological Engineering Corps, which has gene
banks able to produce almost any creature known to the old empire.  This
book isn't as serious as the others of his that I've read.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 21:54:04 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Re: Are these books in print (Varley, Martin)?

  There's a question about Martin anthologies running around. MHO:

  Martin has a weakness for the melodramatic and `soft' (not as in `soft
SF' but as in 'oh-so-close-to-mushy'), which I personally dislike.
However, there are people who do not, and `Songs of Stars and Shadows' is
the one they should read.  I found it emetically boring.  `Sandkings' is
more controlled and contains most of my favorite GRRM stuff, especially
`The Stone City', which if you don't like it then you won't want my
opinion.
  `Songs the Dead Men Sing' is (I think) newer and has something of an
experimental flavor to it, as if Martin tried to shake off his old style.
Some of it is interesting and `The Monkey Treatment' is very funny;
`Meathouse Man' shows how that melodrama can sneak in anywhere.

  Of novels, `Dying of the Light' is kind of neat but sentimental and
thinly plotted; `Windhaven' I didn't like at all, so ask somebody else;
`Fevre Dream' is a good vampire story, especially the first half; and
there's an obscure novel called `The Armageddon Rag' about the ultimate
rock-band comeback.

Tom Hyer

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 11:29:17 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Are these books in print (Varley, Martin)?

sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) writes:
>So I'd like to know if the following books are in print (preferably in
>paperback). It doesn't matter whether the publisher is English or American
>(the publisher's name would certainly help, though).

I can't tell you about the in-print situation in England, but in the US:

>A Song for Lya and Other Stories [1976] [C]
>Songs of Stars and Shadows [1977] [C]

Long out of print. These have never seen any editions since the first ones.

>Nightflyers [1985] [C]
>Tuf Voyaging [1986] [C]

These *may* be currently in print from Baen Books, but I'm not positive.

>Songs the Dead Men Sing [1983] [C]
>Portraits of His Children [1987] [C]

These have had (in the US) only limited hardcover editions. SONGS THE DEAD
MEN SING has had regular hardcover and paperback editions in the UK, though
those editions leave out two stories. I don't know if the UK editions are
still in print, though.

>I'd also like to receive comments/suggestions regarding the Martin
>collections. I have read his short stories "A Song for Lya" and
>"Nightflyers" both of which I found very good. I'd really like to get the
>collection(s) which contain these stories. However, the only collection by
>Martin which my dealer stocks is _Sandkings_.  Do all these collections
>really contain different stories?

Yes. There is some overlap, but not enough that one can do without any
single one, except perhaps for NIGHTFLYERS.

>Which are the best?  Should I really buy them all :-)?

Yes, you should buy them all. Martin happens to be one of my favorite sf
writers. There aren't too many uncollected stories left over. Martin has
spent most of the last 3-4 years as (a) scriptwriter, story editor, and
co-producer for the TV series BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, and (b) as writer,
editor, and coordinator of the Wild Cards shared-world series.

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:

>The collection _A Song for Lya and Other Stories_ was retitled
>_Nightflyers_ for its re-release when the movie _Nightflyers_ came out.

Not so. There are two almost-completely different collections. "Almost"
because they do have two stories in common: "A Song for Lya" and
"Override".

Here, for the benefit of anyone who's interested, is a listing of the
contents for all of the collections. An asterisk indicates that the story
so flagged appears in one of the other collections as well.

A SONG FOR LYA                      SONGS OF STARS AND SHADOWS

With Morning Comes Mistfall   *     This Tower of Ashes               *
The Second Kind of Loneliness *     Patrick Henry, Jupiter, and the
Override                      *         Little Red Brick Spaceship
Dark, Dark Were the Tunnels         Men of Greywater Station
The Hero                            The Lonely Songs of Laren Dorr    *
fta                                 Night of the Vampyres
Run to Starlight                    The Runners
Exit to San Breta                   Night Shift
Slide Show                          "...for a single yesterday"       *
A Song for Lya                *     And Seven Times Never Kill Man    *

SANDKINGS                           NIGHTFLYERS

The Way of Cross and Dragon         Nightflyers                       *
Bitterblooms                        Override                          *
In the House of the Worm      *     Weekend in a War Zone
Fast-Friend                         And Seven Times Never Kill Man    *
The Stone City                      Nor the Many-Colored Fires of a
Starlady                                Star Ring
Sandkings                     *     A Song for Lya                    *

SONGS THE DEAD MEN SING             PORTRAITS OF HER CHILDREN

The Monkey Treatment                With Morning Comes Mistfall       *
"...for a single yesterday"   *     The Second Kind of Loneliness     *
In the House of the Worm      *X    The Last Super Bowl
The Needle Men                      The Lonely Songs of Laren Dorr    *
Meathouse Man                       The Ice Dragon
Sandkings                     *     In the Lost Lands
This Tower of Ashes           *X    Unsound Variations
Nightflyers                   *     Closing Time
Remembering Melody                  Under Siege
                                    The Glass Flower
"X" indicates the stories that      Portraits of Her Children
were dropped for the UK edition

TUF VOYAGING

The Plague Star
Loaves and Fishes
Guardians
Second Helpings
A Beast for Norn
Call Him Moses
Manna from Heaven

A significant portion of his stories fall into the Manrealm future history,
including (among others) "A Song for Lya", "Nightflyers", "Sandkings", TUF
VOYAGING, and his novel DYING OF THE LIGHT.

He also has a couple of minor series: the Star Ring stories ("The Second
Kind of Loneliness" and "Nor the Many-Colored Fires of a Star Ring") and
the "corpse-handler" series ("Override", "Meathouse Man", and an
uncollected story, "Nobody Leaves New Pittsburg"), and the Alliance series
("Run to Starlight" and the uncollected "A Peripheral Affair").

One of these days, I'm going to have to do some major updates to my GRRM
bibliography.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 21:06:04 GMT
From: batman@batcave.ebay.sun.com (Karl Elvis MacRae)
Subject: Have you ever heard of this story?

Ok, I've been trying to figure out the title and author of this story since
I was a teenager. I read it in, oh, about 1971 or so.

It's called something like 'The lost valley' or some such title; it's what
one might call 'Young Adult' fiction, about a group of school kids on a
spelunking expedition.  A landslide cuts off the cave they're in, and the
find a way out into a 'hidden vally' full of dinosaurs and cavemen.

For the life of me, I can't recall the exact title or the author. Anyone
got a clue?

Karl Elvis MacRae
(408)922-4960
Sun Microsystems
Milpitas, CA 
batman@batcave.Ebay.sun.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 14:17:06 GMT
From: myk@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: story ID?

Many years ago, I read a story about a man who spent all his time doing
orbital calcuations.  Whenever he finished a batch of calculations he would
go out in a huge warehouse and move one or more huge massive spheres by a
few feet each.  He thought he was deflecting the orbit of the Earth by
enough to avoid collision with various asteroids/comets/etc. in x
thousands/millions of years.  A ridiculous idea, and so thought the person
from whose point of view the story was told.  Can anyone identify the
title, author, and perhaps even collection in which it appeared?

Mike Oltz
Interactive Multimedia Group
Cornell University
myk@cornella.bitnet
myk@cornella.cit.cornell.edu
$rochester,uwbeaver!cornella!myk

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 91 23:10:37 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Looking for books....

Okay, two pieces of children's SF that I haven't seen in years:

The first was a book that I once borrowed the last half of. Don't ask me
why, I think the first half had fallen off and vanished in the misty depths
of time.
   The plot involved a small ship travelling to a star called Topaz. I
believe it was a mining expedition; Topaz had no habitable planets, but did
have a rich asteroid belt. The crew was two (one? three?) men, a woman
(psionic?), and the woman's pet/friend, an odd creature named Buzz that ate
toothpaste and lubricant oil.
   At Topaz, they encountered a race of Nasty Bug-Eyed Monsters living in
free space among the asteroids - critters with globular bodies, one eye,
and six (eight?) tentacles. After some fighting, hiding, and sneaking
around in spacesuits, each species realizes that the other isn't a Nasty
Bug-Eyed Race after all (I think a human saves a critter's life), and a
happy ending ensues.
   Anyone remember title or author?

The second is a series of books, or at least several books by one author.

Multiple multiple years ago, when I was maybe 5, I read some SF books.
They were written for children, but I don't know exactly what age
classification.

I don't remember whether it was a series of books about one set of
characters, or just different books by the same author. I don't remember
diddley-squat, in fact, but here's what I do remember:

Book A: Characters crash-landed on "the far side of" Juno; stuck at the
bottom of a sea of milky, breathable liquid; making their way across the
sea floor to the barrier between that side and the near side, which was a
sea of ordinary (fresh) water, and represented safety in some manner.  (A
human colony there?) One of the characters became magnetic during the
crash, repelling iron and steel; they made a quick-n-dirty BB gun out of
him and a box of ball bearings. Used it to fight off nasty sea critters.

Book B: Took place on an ice planet, called Rime, the inhabitants of which
looked human but were icy cold. (I seem to recall that any human who stayed
too long became the same way.) Characters got through whatever difficulty
they were in by using some machine that ran off ambient heat; they used
their body heat.

Book C: Involved pirates. Skeletons were around too. (Animated skeletons, I
think.) (Yeah, that helps a lot.)

There may have been others. Does anyone have *any* idea what I'm talking
about?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 17:16:53 GMT
From: abw@natchez.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Title Needed

I hope someone can supply me with a title and author. A couple of years ago
(1988?) I browsed a hardback in a store and thought that, while it looked
interesting, I would wait for the paperback. But I have not seen the pb.
According to the flap copy, an astronaut returns to Earth to discover that,
in his absence, everyone has left. He seems to be the last person on Earth.
Copy hinted at aliens appearing in his absence to spirit humankind away,
and he (I *think* the astronaut was male) had to find out where they all
had gone.

Awfully sketchy, I know, but I'm betting that with all the sharp cookies in
net.land someone is bound to recall this one.

Al B. Wesolowsky
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 03:34:48 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Plea for help, take two

After desperate searching, including speed-scanning of all of the
anthologies in my library for a week, I still haven't found a solid lead on
the story I asked you about yet.

If anyone would be kind enough to help me track it down, I'd *very* much
appreciate it.

The synopsis:

>Does anyone recall which story featured alien ambassadors with I.Q.'s of
>600, and an Earth scientist who invented a gadget that emitted a field
>that permanently boosted a human's intelligence into a similar range?

SPOILER:
It ends with the now-superhumanly intelligent human talking to the aliens
and finding out that they're morons by galactic standards, so the Earth has
even less hope of being able to join them in their affairs.

One suggestion was that it might be by George O. Smith, originally in
Astounding, republished in an anthology "Space, Space, Space". If anyone
can confirm this (or any other source) I'll at least know what to look for.

Thanks to those who've sent other supergenius story lists; I'll recap these
shortly.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 03:51:24 GMT
From: vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew)
Subject: Trying to identify a book

I'm trying to find the title of a brilliantly awful book which I once read.
Problem is I can't remember the author, much of the plot or even what
colour it was (hey, I have to make it a challenge for you people).

What I do remember of the plot goes as follows:

Scientist discovers a planet on Earth's orbit but hidden exactly behind the
sun. He builds a spaceship and travels there with his daughter and two
young men, neither of whom are astronauts, one of whom is the hero. On this
other planet they are welcomed by a race which is basically human but with
a few cultural differences which were summarised in the blurb which was one
of the funniest things I have ever read. It was something like "And so our
heroes travel across the void to this mysterious planet where they
encounter the [insert name of alien race]. A society completely unlike
Earth where water is feared, wood is taboo and eggs are blue". I'm not
kidding about the eggs, that is the one thing which I do remember with any
clarity.

Does anyone out there know the name of this masterpiece of abysmal prose?

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 16:29:12 GMT
From: mok@rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Help me find this Short Story, PLEASE!

Hi, There is a short story that I have been trying to relocate for a very
long time. It is written in the form of interdepartmental memos.  It
chronicles the evolution of a seven day contract to create a planet, the
Earth. The names on the memos are those of various angels and the guy in
charge has a title whose initials are G.O.D. Along the way they run into
problems which are a direct parody of our bureaucracy and safety
commissions.  For example the Avionics commission insists that all birds
must carry duplicate landing gear and be capable of navigating in a storm
(But if it's raining they land in the trees!), et al. to the point that if
they fulfill all the avionics requirements they will be too heavy to take
off! Then there is the problem when they insist that the fish must have
sonar for navigation. Anyway the department bears up under these and many
other difficulties desperately trying to fulfill the contract in seven days
until finally the boys in R&D come up with a new concept: The Big Bang!
This way they get around all the regulations by just creating a big
explosion and letting everything work out the way it is supposed to.

Can anyone tell me the Title and Author and maybe what anthology to find it
in? Please!

Thanks.

mok@rpi.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Allen (4 msgs) & Brooks & Cook (2 msgs)
                      Ellison (2 msgs) & Gemmel & King &
                      Kushner (2 msgs) & Lee & LeGuin (3 msgs) &
                      McCaffrey & Bibliographies & 
                      New Star Wars Book

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 91 05:51:17 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: The Ring of Charon

Did anyone out there read the book :

"The Ring of Charon" ?

I'd like to know what you thought of it and if anybody knows when/if
sequels will be released.

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 91 18:43:27 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: The Ring of Charon

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>Did anyone out there read the book :
>
>"The Ring of Charon" ?
>
>I'd like to know what you thought of it and if anybody knows when/if
>sequels will be released.

   Given Allen's famous "c-squared" drive, I was pleasantly surprised by
this one. The physics seemed quite a bit more solid, if not orthodox, then
at least sufficiently plausible to allow the suspension of disbelief. I was
a bit offended by the gigantic leaping to conclusions by two main
characters trying to solve the big mystery in the book. They seemed to
build an awful lot from very scant data. In everyday life this could blind
you to the real answer, by introducing a prejudice. I felt there wasn't
enough information available to make such broad conclusions as these
characters did.
   In the preface Roger MacBride Allen does say that he will write further
books in the series, but given the length of the first book (500 pages) it
could be a while before he finishes another one, if it's of comparable
length. This story certainly doesn't end, though it isn't really a
"cliffhanger" ending like those written by David Eddings.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 91 22:01:50 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: The Ring of Charon

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>Did anyone out there read the book :
>
>"The Ring of Charon" ?

I haven't read it yet, but Locus has it on their list of recommended 1990
SF novels, and one of their (somewhat informal) nominations for the 21st
annual Locus awards.

I'm behind on my reading - the only ones on their list that I've read so
far are "Earth" and "The Fall of Hyperion". Next I'm heading for the new
version of "Stranger in a Strange Land", "The Difference Engine", and
"Raising the Stones".

They also have "Cortez on Jupiter" (Ernest Hogan) down on the First Novel
award list, which astonishes me. I couldn't finish it. Of course, I thought
that the highly praised "Being Alien" and "Becoming Alien" were completely
unbelievable hack works, too, so maybe I'm missing some hidden quality in
these works?

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 08:50:16 GMT
From: burns@latcs1.oz.au (Jonathan Burns)
Subject: The Ring of Charon

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
> Did anyone out there read the book :
> 
> "The Ring of Charon" ?
> 
> I'd like to know what you thought of it and if anybody knows 
> when/if sequels will be released.

Big recommendation. One of the most exuberant space-operas out, counting
over the past several years. I put it in a class with _Marooned in
Realtime_, for example.

Allow for just two unlikely extensions to present physics, and the scenario
almost works, yielding galactic and million-year scope.  Characters aren't
anything special, but not irritating.

It shouldn't spoil anything to say that the plot involves the solar system
being dismantled, and the human race having to work out fast what is going
on. No single person comes across as unbelievably competent; the decisions
and discoveries are farmed out over a dozen characters.

Sequel(s) are promised, but not when. I'd guess we see the next in a year
or so.

Jonathan Burns
Computer Science Dept 
La Trobe University   
burns@latcs1.lat.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 16:10:19 GMT
From: PYC136@uriacc.uri.edu (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: Brooks

A question concerning Terry Brooks next novel, "The Druid of Shanarra," was
brought up in a recet issue of SFL. According to a friend who owns an SF
book store in this area, "Druid" is due the end of next month.

(and then in April Terry comes up here to autograph copies. Psych!)

Andy Patrizio
University of RI
Bitnet:   pyc136@uriacc.bitnet
Internet: pyc136@uriacc.uri.edu
ARPA:     pyc136%uriacc.bitnet@brownvm.brown.edu
Usenet:   andypo@idsvax.ids.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 20:02:27 GMT
From: rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln)
Subject: Black Company, book 6?

I've been following Glen Cook's two Black Company trilogies since they
started and I've been eagerly awaiting the last Book of the South for
awhile now.

Does anyone know when the last book will be finished/released?

Roger Lincoln
MITRE Corp.
Bedford, MA
rhl@mbunix.mitre.org                      |

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 20:29:58 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Black Company, book 6?

rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln) writes:
> I've been following Glen Cook's two Black Company trilogies since they
> started and I've been eagerly awaiting the last Book of the South for
> awhile now.
> 
> Does anyone know when the last book will be finished/released?

   As of last September, Glen had restarted it.  I'd expect it out sometime
between late '91 and summer '92.  I'll be seeing him at DemiCon at the end
of April and I'll be asking him that question then to see where it stands
at that time.  His next book that will come out is a Garrett book (
adjective-metal-noun series ) which will be sometime before summer's end if
I recall aright.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 19:18:52 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: Ellison / novels / <was:  ellison>

CILIBERT@CTRVAX.VANDERBILT.EDU (Jon Ciliberto) writes:
>> Harlan Ellison...  his written novels "Shatterday", "I have no Mouth & I
>> Must Scream", "Deathbird Stories", and "Deadly Streets".
>
> None of these are novels; each is a short story collection.  Ellison has
> only written two novels, one an early work whose title eludes me, the
> other the rock n roll novel, SPIDER KISS.

I keep thinking of one half a of an ACE "double novel" with his name on
it... "DOOMSMAN."  (The other side was "TELEPOWER" by Lee Hoffman.(sp?))

   One of the most entertaining afternoons I ever had was at an SF
convention in the seventies; I walked up to the autograph table with a copy
of "DOOMSMAN," and asked for H.E.'s autograph, commenting that it was the
finest thing he'd ever written.
   Talk about free entertainment!  He wasn't about to eviscerate and puree
me in front of that many witnesses, but the on-the-spot lecture we all got
on the theory and practice of writing, and how much he'd improved since
"DOOMSMAN," was positively inspirational.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 21:17:50 GMT
From: tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu (steve feldon)
Subject: Re: ellison

job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein) writes:
>CILIBERT@CTRVAX.VANDERBILT.EDU (Jon Ciliberto) writes:
>>Ellison has only written two novels, one an early work whose title eludes
>>me, the other the rock n roll novel, SPIDER KISS.
>
>By the way, the name of that other novel, I believe, is:
>
>_The Man with Nine Lives_.  Although I could be wrong.
>
>It was published fairly early in Ellison's career.

Don't forget _Web of the City_, originally titled _Rumble_.

Steve Feldon
tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 12:59:46 GMT
From: prestonm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Martin Preston)
Subject: Gemmel - 'Druss the Legend'

I remember recently reading an advert for the new Gemmel 'Lion of Macedon'
book,at the bottom of which was an announcement about a Drenai
anthology,including the as-yet-unpublished 'Druss the Legend'.

Does anyone know anything about this?

Martin

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 07:55:25 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: The Kingiverse

wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) writes:
>I just (finally) got around to reading Stephen King's 1987 novel _The
>Tommyknockers._ Not bad. Noticed a few interesting touches in it, namely
>explicit references to characters and events from _Firestarter_ and _The
>Dead Zone_ -- those two books and _Tommyknockers_ definitely take place in
>the same universe.

Most of his novels are set in the same universe. Well, actually, they
cross-reference each other. It's difficult to reconcile the events in some
with the events in another.

My favorite obscure cross-reference: In THE DEAD ZONE, Johnny Smith's
student, Chuck Chatsworth, ends up going off to Stovington Preparatory
Academy in Vermont. Stovington Prep is also the school that Jack Torrance
was fired from prior to the beginning of THE SHINING. The town of
Stovington, Vermont was also the site of the secondary Disease Control
Center in THE STAND.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 04:27:05 GMT
From: ICWFM@asuacad.bitnet (Fred McIlvain)
Subject: Ellen Kushner

I was really impressed by Ellen Kushner's "Swordspoint" which is almost
impossible to find these days.  Her second novel, "Thomas the Rhymer" has
come and gone in hardback (and I missed it).  Does anyone know if this
novel is going to be released in paperback?

Fred McIlvain

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 17:30:34 GMT
From: ctan@world.std.com (Cecilia M Tan)
Subject: Re: Ellen Kushner

ICWFM@asuacad.BITNET (Fred McIlvain) writes:
>I was really impressed by Ellen Kushner's "Swordspoint" which is almost
>impossible to find these days.  Her second novel, "Thomas the Rhymer" has
>come and gone in hardback (and I missed it).  Does anyone know if this
>novel is going to be released in paperback?

Yes.  Ellen gave a reading/Q&A session at Harvard U. last night and she
said that though Swordspoint is now out of print in its original pb form,
TOR will be releasing it again in October.  Thomas the Rhymer will also be
coming out in paperback around then.

Ellen is quite a good reader, by the way.  She takes on the voices of her
individual characters quite well.  She read a little from both novels.
Look for her at Readercon!

Cecilia Tan

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 12:39:34 GMT
From: foster@gdc.portal.com (Sharon Foster)
Subject: sf-lovers, androids, and others

There seem to be more than a few women out there who would be happy to help
Data "exercise his subroutines"! :-> :-> In the meantime, there is a
wonderful book by Tanith Lee (one of many wonderful books by Tanith Lee)
called _The_Silver_Metal_Lover_, which you all might enjoy (if you haven't
already).

[There's something very significant here, that the most popular Star Trek
characters of all time, with the women of the planet, anyway, seem to be
an alien "with no emotions" and an andriod, likewise.  But, I have no idea
what this means... I'm a programmer, not a sociologist, dammit!]

Sharon Foster
foster@gdc.portal.com 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 12:53:00 GMT
From: SULSKY@hnrc.tufts.edu (SANDY SULSKY)
Subject: The Last Book of Earthsea (Ursula K. LeGuin)

DJ Astley asks about the new LeGuin book.  

It's called _Tehanu_, was released late last year and may not be in
paperback yet.

The story picks up almost immediately where _The Farthest Shore_ left off;
that is, there's no time lapse between the two.

I enjoyed _Tehanu_ extremely, because (1) it puts some closure on the
Ged/Tenar releationship, (2) I am a staunch LeGuin fan.  If you do not
remember the original trilogy well, or if you are not much of a fan, you
may not like this one.  If you are a fan and do remember the first three,
then you will be glad to read this book.  It will help if you have at least
thumbed through _Dances on the Edge of the World_; some of the same issues
discussed in the latter (a collection of talks and essays) are taken up by
the characters in _Tehanu_.  Sad to say, I'm not sure it stands well on its
own.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 05:05:10 GMT
From: tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee)
Subject: Re: The Last Book of Earthsea (Ursula K. LeGuin)

SULSKY@hnrc.tufts.EDU (SANDY SULSKY) writes:
>DJ Astley asks about the new LeGuin book.  
>It's called _Tehanu_, was released late last year and may not be in
>paperback yet.

   It is.  I just got it in paperback.  I don't know yet if I like it or
not, but I probably will.  I haven't read anything by LeGuin that I haven't
liked.

>It will help if you have at least thumbed through _Dances on the Edge of
>the World_ ...

   What is this?  Is it by LeGuin?  If so, how hard is it to find?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 20:34:22 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: The Last Book of Earthsea (Ursula K. LeGuin)

SULSKY@hnrc.tufts.EDU (SANDY SULSKY) writes:
>DJ Astley asks about the new LeGuin book.  It's called _Tehanu_, was
>released late last year and may not be in paperback yet.  The story picks
>up almost immediately where _The Farthest Shore_ left off; that is,
>there's no time lapse between the two.  I enjoyed _Tehanu_ extremely,
>because (1) it puts some closure on the Ged/Tenar releationship, (2) I am
>a staunch LeGuin fan.  If you do not remember the original trilogy well,
>or if you are not much of a fan, you may not like this one.  If you are a
>fan and do remember the first three, then you will be glad to read this
>book.  It will help if you have at least thumbed through _Dances on the
>Edge of the World_; some of the same issues discussed in the latter (a
>collection of talks and essays) are taken up by the characters in
>_Tehanu_.  Sad to say, I'm not sure it stands well on its own.

I'm not sure yet if I really enjoyed this book.  I kept waiting for
something to happen.  It was very depressing, and the whole story left me
with a feeling of helplessness and futility.

Then again, that was probably LeGuin's goal, and I see that.  But is the
Earthsea cycle a place for talking about the subjugation of women?  The
second book dealt with that a bit, but it seemed to me an exception to that
world, and not a rule.  Then again, is there anyplace where such a subject
*not* appropriate.  I don't think so.

Possible spoilers:

I almost wanted to yell at the mages saying: look, *here* is your new
archmage, can't you see that!  I also wanted to yell at LeGuin, "Yes, women
aren't allowed to be mages, but you wrote the land that way."

I see the allegory to the life of women in the U. S. and in the world.  At
the end of the third book I thought Ged was going off to die, and I was
hoping he would.  I wasn't looking forward to half a book filled with self-
pitying.  Then again, as I read in the Princess Bride, "Who said life was
fair?"

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 23:55:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Ireta

Could someone tell me the order of the following books (their internal
chronology, I mean.)
   Dinosaur Planet
   Dinosaur Planet Survivors
   Sassinak
   The Death of Sleep
   Generation Warriors
Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 07:39:45 GMT
From: eiverson@nmsu.edu (Eric Iverson)
Subject: Paul J. Nahin bibliog sought

I was just reading an excellent anthology of C.M. Kornbluth short stories
when I was inexplicably reminded of Paul J. Nahin (sp?)  All I remember is
that he wrote a few stories for OMNI back when it was still readable (early
80's) Anyone have a list of short stories or (better yet) books that he's
written?  While I'm at it, what about a bibliography for Ron Goulart?
Taken together, these 3 authors provide a very warped view of the world
while being quite humorous as well.  But then again, maybe I just like
superficial entertainment.

Eric Iverson
Computing Research Lab
Box 30001/3CRL
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003-0001	
(505) 646-5711	
eiverson@nmsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 91 19:33:55 GMT
From: mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy)
Subject: New Star Wars book!

  In the latest issue of _Previews_ which is Diamond Comics ordering book
for items to be shipped in May, there is a blurb in the book section for a
new Star Wars novel called _Heir to the Empire_.  

Melita Kennedy
mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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                        Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 00:40:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: George R.R. Martin

IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer) writes:
>  Martin has a weakness for the melodramatic and `soft' (not as in `soft
>SF' but as in 'oh-so-close-to-mushy'), which I personally dislike.

You may have a point about the melodramatic quality of George R.R. Martin's
writing, which is ususally apparent at the end of his short stories, but I
disagree with the adjective "soft": yes, his stories often involve human
emotions in some complex detail, but they are not "soft".  Indeed, the
opposite could easily be said.  Most are not only very pessimistic and
cruel to the characters involved, but also pitiless in their examination of
human frailties and overall stupidity (e.g., "A Song for Lya" or
"Sandkings").

>  Of novels, `Dying of the Light' is kind of neat but sentimental and
>thinly plotted;

Sentimental?  Don't you mean rather that the main character is sentimental?
That is true, but it does not make the story itself sentimental.  You only
have to read the ending and the 'moral' of the story to realise how cold
the reality is.

Speaking of which, I was surprised to discover, when I spoke to another
person who had read _Dying of the Light_ and liked it, that he thought it
ended well; I know that the definition of whether a story ends well or not
varies, but still, did I miss something?

>`Windhaven' I didn't like at all, so ask somebody else;

I did not like it too much either, but it was co-written with someone else
whose name I forget, so it may be more a reflection on this co-author than
on GRRM.

>there's an obscure novel called `The Armageddon Rag' about the ultimate
>rock-band comeback.

It is definitely not an obscure novel.  Most 'normal' people know George
R.R.  Martin only by the "Nightflyers" movie and this novel, which, being
practically 'mainstream', has been read a lot more than his SF.

BTW, I recently saw a movie called "Eddie and the Cruisers" with Michael
Pare, Tom Berenger and Ellen Burstyn, and it seemed to me to have several
similarities with _The Armageddon Rag_: it describes the attempts by a
journalist to discover the 'real' story behind the death of the lead singer
of a rock-band (which dissolved after his accidental death, a dozen years
ago), hinting that he may have faked the whole thing and still be around
somewhere.  Then the surviving members of the group have their flats
searched, his ex-girlfriend starts receiving strange phone calls etc.  I
thought it was quite good.

To get back to your point, GRRM's _Wild Cards_ series sort of
overcompensates in the other direction, wouldn't you say?

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 02:11:31 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: George R.R. Martin

Possible spoilers for Martin's stories:

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer) writes:
>>  Martin has a weakness for the melodramatic and `soft' (not as in `soft
>>SF' but as in 'oh-so-close-to-mushy'), which I personally dislike.
>
>You may have a point about the melodramatic quality of George R.R.
>Martin's writing, which is ususally apparent at the end of his short
>stories, but I disagree with the adjective "soft": yes, his stories often
>involve human emotions in some complex detail, but they are not "soft".
>Indeed, the opposite could easily be said.  Most are not only very
>pessimistic and cruel to the characters involved, but also pitiless in
>their examination of human frailties and overall stupidity (e.g., "A Song
>for Lya" or "Sandkings").

Hear, hear!  While I think the adjective of "soft" CAN be reasonably placed
on his collection _Tuf_Voyaging_ (but whaddaya expect from a book starring
a cat lover?? :-) he still manages to craft a fairly interesting character
in Haviland Tuf.  Melodramatic?  Maybe, but when an author manages to reach
out and twist my heart as effectively as Martin did in the first story in
_TV_ when Tuf is forced to kill one of his cats, I really don't care what
you call it.

And I agree that "A Song For Lya" and "Sandkings" are superb examples of
Martin's occasional pessimism about human nature (a pessimism which I do
not think is unfounded).

>>there's an obscure novel called `The Armageddon Rag' about the ultimate
>>rock-band comeback.
>
>It is definitely not an obscure novel.  Most 'normal' people know George
>R.R.  Martin only by the "Nightflyers" movie and this novel, which, being
>practically 'mainstream', has been read a lot more than his SF.

_Fevre_Dream_ also got some public attention.  Now THERE'S a book full of
pyrrhic victories.

Wasn't the "Nightflyers" movie absolutely wretched?

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 00:42:58 GMT
From: girard@informix.com (J. Girard Chandler)
Subject: Re: Clark Ashton Smith

matth@mars.njit.edu (Matthew Harelick) writes:
>      Are there in any Clark Ashton Smith fans out there ? I would like to
>  start a discussion regarding his works.

A few years ago I picked up the following paperbacks and very much enjoyed
reading them:
   The City of the Singing Flame
   Hyperborea
   Poseidonis
   Xiccarph
   Zothique

However, I haven't seen any other reprints by him (that are affordable) in
the past 5 (?) years.  Are there any other books by him that are worth the
$$ to track down?  Even the above paperbacks easily cost over $10 a piece
to obtain nowadays.

Girard Chandler

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 23:39:27 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Clark Ashton Smith

girard@informix.com (J. Girard Chandler) writes:
>matth@mars.njit.edu (Matthew Harelick) writes:
>>      Are there in any Clark Ashton Smith fans out there ? I would like
>>  to start a discussion regarding his works.
>A few years ago I picked up the following paperbacks and very much enjoyed
>reading them:
>   The City of the Singing Flame
>   Hyperborea
>   Poseidonis
>   Xiccarph
>   Zothique

I never knew the first three were even released!  I have the last two
(loved _Zothique_, lukewarm about _Xiccarph_) I guess I'll have to start
hitting the used book stores more often.

I'm not sure what sort of meaningful conversation I could have about the
books, though.  It's been a few years since I read them.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 16:06:32 GMT
From: mike@maths.tcd.ie (MIKE ROGERS)
Subject: Re: Clark Ashton Smith

matth@mars.njit.edu (Matthew Harelick) writes: 
> Are there in any Clark Ashton Smith fans out there ?  I would like to
> start a discussion regarding his works.

   I *love* Smith. I don't know about American editions of his books, but I
read (with bated breath and a dictionary handy) Out of Space and Time when
I was six and was instantly hooked. Fourteen years later I think I've
managed to collect all the readily (by that I mean last printed by Penguin
in the seventies or thereabouts) available editions: Lost Worlds I & II,
Abominations of Yondo, etc.
   Now, Brian Stableford who visited the SF society here in TCD last year
turns out to be a rave fan too, and he said that several unburnt, and more
importantly *unedited* manuscripts had been found. Does anyone know if
they're being reprinted someplace? I reckon I'll probably have to go via
mail order Arkham House or something. Expensive.

Mike Rogers
Box 6
Regent Hse,##  
mike@maths.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 07:27:12 GMT
From: dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Dana Goldblatt)
Subject: John Varley (was Re: Review: Spider Robinson -- Callahan's Lady)

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
>I tend to froth at the mouth and blurt obscenities at the mention of
>several male writers and their weirded-out "woman's perspective":
>Robinson, Varley and, sadly enough, latter-day Heinlein come immediately
>to mind-froth-level.

I disagree with putting Varley in this category.  His "female" viewpoint
characters (in almost all his stories but the Gaia series) belong to a
society in which a sex change is about as common as a change of hairstyle.
And about as difficult.  The people in his society aren't women or men in
the sense that people today are.  Their gender is not a permanent part of
their self image; it is a *chosen* part.  So the fact that the viewpoint of
a character (who is female during the story) isn't much like that of a real
woman is not a valid criticism IMO.

He also makes a point of using types way outside the human norm, but within
the range of humanity: the Barbies of The Barbie Murders, identical,
smooth, feminine neuters without names; Charlie of Tango Charlie and
Foxtrot Romeo, and the teacher of Goodbye Robinson Crusoe, both immortal
children; Parameter and Solstice, a human living in vacuum with a mentally
and physically symbiotic plant; the deaf blind culture of The Persistence
of Vision (which is an amazing comment on Utopian fiction as well as a good
piece in itself); and many other examples that escape my memory at the
moment.

I also think that Varley's viewpoint characters display a lot of reactions
that are more typical of women than of men in my experience. (both his male
and female characters) So I think he has done a reasonable job of
extrapolating his non-gendered future people (in the sense of gender as
a permanent sexual role).

He also has a wide range of weird types in his stories.  There is very
little sense of *dictating* how people should be in his stories *unlike*
Robinson or Heinlein.

***Spoilers for Varley stories especially The Phantom of Kansas***

For example: Varley's character Fox, who appears in two stories: Picnic on
Nearside and The Phantom of Kansas.  Fox is genetically female but grows up
male.  In PoN, he is faced with his best friend, Halo, who has just had a
sex change (they're both preteens or early teens in this story, I think)
and is now a girl.  The two of them take a trip to the Earth side of the
moon, and meet a relic from the "old days". Fox's reaction to Halo is that
she has an unfair advantage because when she was a boy, Fox confided in
him/her about girls and sex.  Both of them are somewhat sexually
experienced.

In TPoK, Fox has been murdered.  She wakes up in a new clone body.  Her
memory recording is a few months old, so she has lost a portion of her
life.  It turns out that Fox was murdered by an illegal clone of herself,
with a memory over five years old, who calls himself Rat.  Rat, as an
illegal clone, is subject to execution.  Fox and Rat fall in love and run
away to Pluto where there is less limit to reproduction.  Fox's reactions
in this story sound quite likely for a woman, maybe less so for a man.

Apparently many people find the reactions of Varley's characters
unreasonable and inhuman. I don't.  I think that trying to understand the
culture he is portraying requires a loosening of standards of
verisimilitude of character.

I hope I haven't confused anyone.  Please reply, especially the woman who
originally objected to Varley.

Dana Goldblatt
dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 22:51:17 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re:  Wolfe's "Soldier of Arete"

steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn ) writes:
>  I talked to Gene Wolfe at a con while he was writing _Soldier of Arete_,
>and he said he would probably do a few books about Latro.  However, Latro
>may never get his memory back, and the story may not actually end as such.
>He said that he wanted to take Latro to various places in Ancient Greece
>(sort of a travel- ogue) to write about them.

Well, I'm having a difficult time thinking of a significant place in
Ancient Greece that he hasn't been to yet (maybe my knowledge of
history/geography is deficient).  He hasn't been to Asia Minor or Southern
Italy/Sicily yet, but that shouldn't take more than one book at the rate
Latro's been moving around.

But he also has to come up with a way to get future scrolls together with
the first ones.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 12:48:27 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re:  Wolfe's "Soldier of Arete"

dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
[ Commenting on Gene Wolfe's "Soldier" books and the possibility of
continuing the series.]
>But he also has to come up with a way to get future scrolls together
>with the first ones.

   Easy.  A helpful archaeologist, having been alerted by the publicity
that the first two books in the series have gained, realizes he's sitting
on a cache of very similiar scrolls which he turns over to Mr. Wolfe.

   Never underestimate the creativity of a really good author!

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu
chirsch@lotus.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 91 02:39:58 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re:  Wolfe's "Soldier of Arete"

fuzzy@athena.mit.edu writes:
>dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>[ Commenting on Gene Wolfe's "Soldier" books and the possibility of
>continuing the series.]
>>But he also has to come up with a way to get future scrolls together
>>with the first ones.
>
>   Easy.  A helpful archaeologist, having been alerted by the publicity
>that the first two books in the series have gained, realizes he's sitting
>on a cache of very similiar scrolls which he turns over to Mr. Wolfe.

Someone has e-mailed me and pointed out that my memory was faulty.  Wolfe
said there were 6 scrolls, not two.  From internal evidence, Latro has only
written two of those through the second book.

>   Never underestimate the creativity of a really good author!

True.  He could always have Latro just happen to go back to Hill where the
first two scrolls were taken and run into Io or someone.  Such a
coincidence would strain my sense of credulity somewhat, but so far he
hasn't put too great a strain on that.

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 20:19:16 GMT
From: jdliss@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Amber

Excuse me if this is an old question but, does anyone know when the last
Amber book of the second series will come out?  Not as good as the first
series, but I still really need to know what happens.  Every time another
one comes out I have to go back and read them all ... not that this is a
terrible chore...

Jeff
jdliss@amherst

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 91 18:24:28 GMT
From: hoy@ewsvx9.mdcbbs.com (Steve Hoy)
Subject: Re: Looking for books....

Andrew C. Plotkin writes:
> Multiple multiple years ago, when I was maybe 5, I read some SF books.
> They were written for children, but I don't know exactly what age
> classification.

[stuff about Book A deleted] 

> Book B: Took place on an ice planet, called Rime, the inhabitants of
> which looked human but were icy cold. (I seem to recall that any human
> who stayed too long became the same way.) Characters got through whatever
> difficulty they were in by using some machine that ran off ambient heat;
> they used their body heat.

_Ice Men of Rime_ 
by Henry Bamman, William Odell, Robert Whitehead
c.1970 Benefic Press, Westchester, Illinois
72 pages
Lib of Cong # 76-103287

Appears to be part of a _SPACE SCIENCE FICTION SERIES_ aimed at 4th to 6th
grade readers.  (has a Glossary at the end with words like attacked,
interrupt, literally, stare, and stiff.)

> Book C: Involved pirates. Skeletons were around too. (Animated skeletons,
> I think.) (Yeah, that helps a lot.)

Perhaps _Space Pirate_ from the same series. (I only have _Ice Men_)

Others in the series:
  _Milky Way_
  _Bone People_
  _Planet of the Whistlers_
  _Inviso Man_

> There may have been others. Does anyone have *any* idea what I'm talking
> about?

My older son picked this book up at a used book sale a few years ago and
never read it.  He just passed it on to his 8-year old brother last week
(and I saw the title in passing), otherwise I would have had *no* idea what
you were talking about.

Steve Hoy
hoy@ewsvx5.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 16:35:04 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: Trying to identify a book

vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew) writes:
>What I do remember of the plot goes as follows: Scientist discovers a
>planet on Earth's orbit but hidden exactly behind the sun. He builds a
>spaceship and travels there with his daughter and two young men, neither
>of whom are astronauts, one of whom is the hero...

Sounds like the 'The Other Side of the Sun', by Paul Capon.  The planet was
called Antigeos.  There are also two sequels: 'The Other Side of the
Planet' (in which our intrepid earthcritters visit the other hemisphere of
Antigeos, which is inhabited by nasties), and 'Down to Earth' (in which the
good Antigeosians build their own spaceship and visit Earth).

>Does anyone out there know the name of this masterpiece of abysmal prose?

Hey, don't judge a book's quality by its blurb!  I rather liked the
Antigeos books, though admittedly that was 25 or so years ago.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Brooks & Chalker & Ellison & Friedman &
                      Gibson & Martin (2 msgs) & 
                      McCaffrey (4 msgs) & Niven & Robinson & 
                      Simmons

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 02:29:43 GMT
From: Edward_Lee_Whiteside@cup.portal.com
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks

Actually, The Scions of Shanarra has been out for over six months and just
now came out in paperback (I doubt if it is a coincidence that the hardback
of The Druids... came out at the same time).

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 16:17:59 GMT
From: corr@jec302.its.rpi.edu (Christopher A Wood)
Subject: The Demons at Rainbow Bridge

  I finished this book last week and I was very impressed.  Chalker managed
to do very well at the three totally different empires and how they saw
themselves and each other.  A great deal of fun.
  The question is: When are the others in the series coming out?  I am not
sure when Demons came out, because I got it for Christmas, but I can't wait
for the others.
  Does anyone have any info about this?  Or general comments about the
book?

Chris Wood
corr@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 01:02:48 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Harlan Ellison

Somebody mentioned Harlan Ellison. Love the guy's work.

But why is he so rarely in print?

He seems to be popular enough. When his stuff IS printed, it seems to move
quickly. And have you ever tried to find his stuff in used bookstores? Good
luck. People seem to KEEP his books - and with good reason. But does it
then follow that re-issues would sell? I know *I*'d like to be able to find
more of his stuff.

Has he ranted and raved at his publishers so much that they've told him to
kiss off?

I read a recent quote from Jerry Pournelle that _The_Mote_in_God's_Eye_
brought him and Larry Niven about $10,000 each in royalties last year. It's
a crime that these guys are making money off their aging hack-work and
Ellison can't even stay in print.

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 04:40:39 GMT
From: heather@athena.cs.uga.edu (Heather Pritchett)
Subject: C.S.Friedman

*** News Flash ***

C.S. Friedman's new book is scheduled for release Oct/Nov!!! It's called
"Dark Sun Rising", and it's another MONSTER book!! (in size, not in
content) This book is supposed to be followed by two more books NOT
sequels, but rather set in the same world.

I seem to remember a debate a few months ago on whether C.S. was male or
female? Was there ever a popular consensus? From what I understand, most
writers and publishers lean toward male, since his books deal mostly with
male characters, whereas most fans lean toward female.

Oh, and the cover is yet another wonderful work by Michael Whelan

Heather Pritchett
Computer Science Dept, 
University of Georgia
heather@athena.cs.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 06:31:13 GMT
From: maddox@blake.u.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: _The Difference Engine_ and news about Gibson and Sterling

   Today is the official release day for the American edition of _The
Difference Engine_, Bill Gibson says, and passes along some other news:
 
   Gibson will be in Portland, Oregon this Saturday, March 9, to read at
"Literuption," a literary festival with readings at the Masonic Temple.
John Shirley will also be there and will read that morning, at 11:00 a.m.,
I believe.  Gibson's reading will be later that day, around 4 p.m. (details
on this and other readings later).
 
   Monday and Tuesday, Gibson and Bruce Sterling will be in the Bay Area,
reading at Black Oak Books and Dark Carnival in Berkeley and at least one
other store in San Francisco (again, details later this week).
 
   The latter part of the week, Gibson and Sterling will be in Los Angeles,
La Jolla, and San Diego (ho hum, details to follow).
 
   This weekend, the _New York Times Book Review_ will publish what is
apparently a favorable review of _Difference Engine_ by Tom Disch.
 
   The March 24 _New York Times Magazine_ will have an article on Gibson
(and virtual reality, I believe).
 
   Bruce Sterling has signed a contract with a major publisher to do a
non-fiction book on Operation Sun Devil and the general topic of the
anti-hacker wars.

Tom Maddox

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 00:49:17 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: George R. R. Martin's readership

A.M.B. (DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet) writes:
> ["The Armageddon Rag"] is definitely not an obscure novel.  Most 'normal'
> people know George R.R. Martin only by the "Nightflyers" movie and this
> novel, which, being practically 'mainstream', has been read a lot more
> than his SF.

Yo! Wait a minute! Because it's mainstream, it's been read more than his
SF?!?  Heinous non-sequitur. Anybody know what the print run on this thing
was? How about the print run on Martin's SF books? And good luck finding a
paperback copy of AR now, but you can walk into just about any bookstore
and find Martin's SF.

I think the assumption that mainstream books enjoy wider readership than SF
just by virtue of genre is WAY out of date. IM not-so-HO. :-)

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 03:53:45 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin's readership

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>A.M.B. (DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet) writes:
>> ["The Armageddon Rag"] is definitely not an obscure novel.  Most
>> 'normal' people know George R.R. Martin only by the "Nightflyers" movie
>> and this novel, which, being practically 'mainstream', has been read a
>> lot more than his SF.
>
>Yo! Wait a minute! Because it's mainstream, it's been read more than his
>SF?!?  Heinous non-sequitur. Anybody know what the print run on this thing
>was? How about the print run on Martin's SF books? And good luck finding a
>paperback copy of AR now, but you can walk into just about any bookstore
>and find Martin's SF.

I've never been able to find a copy of _The_Armageddon_Rag_.  On the other
hand, his other "mainstream" book, _Fevre_Dream_, IS kept in print in
paperback (though at the moment it seems to be between printings, but I saw
copies last year in B. Dalton's).

Since _Dying_Of_The_Light_ has just been brought back into print, I bet
_AR_ will be sometime soon, too, though.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 00:34:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (Joseph Nowakowski)
Subject: Sassinak...Ripoff?

   As I was leafing through my copy of 'Grumbles From The Grave' I came
across a description of Heinlein's 'Citizen of the Galaxy'. I had just read
'Sassinak' before that and found the plot similarities remarkable.

   Is this just a coincidence? The two plots are remarkably similiar,
though very simple. It's possible that McCaffrey just came upon the same
formula that Heinlein did in his juveniles.  Or was it delibrate on
McCaffrey's and Moon's part as a play to a specific set of SF readers who
wanted more of the same kind of straightfoward action?
   Of course, this is all IMHO.

Joe Nowakowski
nowako09@sbufva

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 01:22:17 GMT
From: espie@ibis.stanford.edu (Marc Espie)
Subject: Re: Sassinak...Ripoff?

NOWAKO09@snybufva.BITNET (Joseph Nowakowski) writes:
>   As I was leafing through my copy of 'Grumbles From The Grave' I came
>across a description of Heinlein's 'Citizen of the Galaxy'. I had just
>read 'Sassinak' before that and found the plot similarities remarkable.

I read citizen of the galaxy a loooong time ago, and Sassinak just
recently. There is definitely a basic similarity in theme: both books take
place in a universe with slavers, both heroes start out their lives as
slaves. However, that about stops there. In Citizen of the Galaxy, a big
part of the action takes place as the hero is still a slave, and the final
realization that he is a member of a powerful family is a deus ex machina
near the end.  On the other end, the period Sassinak spends as a slave is
not much more than a justification for the rest of the story, and what she
does with slavers after that has nearly no relation with Citizen of the
Galaxy.

Coincidence ? I don't think so. Heinlein is a VERY influential author, and
it's quite possible Anne Mac Caffrey has read Citizen of the Galaxy.  It's
also possible she has been influenced by other novels written by him.  It's
even possible she has been influenced by other authors who were influenced
by Heinlein.:-) I don't know.

Judging from ``Grumbles from the grave'', the two books look similar,
that's true, but actually, the basic idea of the plot is about all Anne
took from it.

Marc
espie@flamingo.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 91 02:23:06 GMT
From: dant@mtdoom.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Citizen of the Galaxy (was Re: Sassinak...Ripoff?

espie@ibis.Stanford.EDU (Marc Espie) writes:
>In Citizen of the Galaxy, a big part of the action takes place as the hero
>is still a slave, and the final realization that he is a member of a
>powerful family is a deus ex machina near the end.

How shall I say this?  That turns out not to be the case.  (kind of wimpy)
How about:

   wrong!  Wrong!!  WRONG!!!

(A bit strong, but it'll do)

There was no deus ex machina in CotG.  Just different battlefields on which
the same war was being fought.  Also, the protagonist was not a slave
through most of the book.  Quite the contrary, actually.

First the slave part.  In the first scene on the planet Sargon (quite near
the beginning) he is bought by the beggar Baslim (or whatever his name was
- - I'm having a hard time remembering the names of the characters).
Technically, he remained a slave until somewhat later in the book, but
that's because of the local laws.  Certainly Baslim didn't consider him a
slave.  At any rate, he was legally freed maybe a third of the way through
the book.

Now the deus part.  The protagonist (I'll be hanged if I can remember any
of the names he goes by) goes from being a beggar (and assistant spy) to
Free Trader to Interstellar Guard enlistee to scion of a powerful Terran
family.  In every situation, he is still fighting the same war: that
against slavery.  This war against slavery is the unifying theme of the
entire book.  Without that it would just be a collection of loosely related
short stories/novellas (something we have far too many of in this genre).

Dan Tilque
dant@mtdoom.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 11:05:57 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann)
Subject: Re: Sassinak...Ripoff?

The Heinlein book reads well as a carefully written story moving from one
set of cultures through a series of different ones with the overall theme
"Do what you can to improve things wherever you have been placed in this
life" i.e. "You in your small corner and I in mine" It is immensely
readable and could be a textbook for an ethics class.  It doesn't deal with
the hero's life under slavers.

The McCaffrey/Moon book is segmented into a "capture, freed, educated"
section then a discontinuity then a "Proud woman in her 40s at the peak of
her career" section then a terribly familiar section which deals with
people and aliens from another book, setting a scene for future adventure
stories. e.g. Thek

I think the first is better crafted and shaped, while I still enjoyed the
second.  But they are not alike.

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 14:08:06 GMT
From: wscart01@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Acillies Choice by Niven : A choatic review

   I just bought Niven and Barns latest book, _Acillies Choice_. It wasn't
too memorable since I have a tough time remembering the title and that
Barnes guy. My basic review says it is ok, but wait for the paperback. It
focuses on a female charater both athletic and intelligent (Yeah, sure ;-)
who wants to win a gold medal in the Olympics. That's the story. There are
other things in there which makes it interesting, a few things that call
out as being stupid, and a few imaginative concepts with one plot twist.
Like I said, overall, it is ok. Just OK.

My major problem was the way it cried out SEQUEL COMING in the end since it
left you hanging with no satisfactory completion. Disgusting.

I recommend you buy this when it is in paperback if you are a Niven fan,
else you take your chances. You are better off reading something else by
Niven until then, anything except _Smoke Ring_ or _Intergal Trees_.

Stuart Carter
University Of Louisville
Physics Dept.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 20:20:00 GMT
From: IZZYCY1@mvs.oac.ucla.edu (The Jester)
Subject: Re:  Robinson

Re:Frothing at the mouth about male authors trying to do female perspective
books, specifically involving Heinlein and Robinson.

Not being female it is obviously impossible for me to declare the
authenticity of the perspectives provided by Heinlein (Fear no Evil) or
Robinson (just about everything he has written). However I can attest that
whatever they represented, I enjoyed them. As I read the books I didn't
think "oh goody someone is finally going to explain women to me (I have,
much to my dismay, found that women can explain women to me)", it was more
of a "what a trippy attitude."  Whether the persepectives were 'right' or
not is not relevant, in my view. When I read some SF novel about the mind
processes of some alien creatures or new culture, I don't sit there and say
"nah, they don't think that way or 'is that really accurate?'". I assure
you, I didn't stand up in the middle of Little Mermaid and scream "No
Damnit! Crabs have British Accents!". Nor do I dismiss or condemn 'female'
perspective novels. Especially when, in the cases of Robinson and Heinlein,
they really don't take it all that seriously. It's just a fun idea to play
around with. While I'm sorry it has upset you, I think you would perhaps be
better served by just enjoying the humour of it all.  

Oh, while I'm on the topic of Spider Robinson. Has he come out with
anything new since the middle of 90'? I think I own every novel he has
written, but I"m not totaly sure. I would appreciate any updates.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 08:20:24 GMT
From: kcr@rushforth.eng.sun.com (Kevin Rushforth)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

Possible spoilers for "The Fall Of Hyperion" follow:

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
>marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl) writes:
>>I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
>>was resolved.  I'm glad I didn't have to wait to read FoH.  I thought of
>>Hyperion more as a series of short stories than a novel.  They really
>>didn't have a whole lot in common (other than the universe).  They did
>>provide different viewpoints to help describe that universe though.
>
>Yes, that's basically how I viewed the first book.  Happily, I have the
>whole thing in one volume (thanks to the SF Book Club) and could just flip
>a few pages.  I imagined that anyone who bought just the first book
>would probably be annoyed as heck, though.

I bought the first book in paperback and I was most assuredly *not*
"annoyed as heck" (although I wasted little time in acquiring the sequel).
As others have mentioned, I feel that "Hyperion" stands on its own merits
as one of the finest SF novels ever written.  To be sure, it cried out for
a sequel, but it didn't feel like half of a long book which was arbitrarily
cut into two pieces (see "Mordant's Need" by Stephen R. Donaldson for a
sample of one book split in two).  For one thing the "Hyperion" is
essentially a collection of related short stories with the common theme of
the pilgrimage tying them together.  This "Canterbury Tales" approach works
quite well and allows the different stories to be told with a unique style.

By contrast, "The Fall of Hyperion" opens from the point of view of a
character who is not a part of the pilgrimage (well, not directly) and
shifts to a multi-threaded plot.  This format works quite well, especially
as the climax approaches, and many things are happening simultaneously.  I
can't imagine a better sequel to "Hyperion" than "The Fall Of Hyperion",
but they are distinct novels.  Further I think that "Hyperion" is the
better novel but, only slightly.

>>However, I did LOVE the story about the girl with Merlin sickness in
>>Hyperion.  It was my favorite of the book.  I found the story
>>devastating.  I didn't find it very believable, but it was great tragedy.
>
>It was my favorite too, though I found it wholly believable, or, at least,
>Simmons did a masterful job of making me suspend my disbelief.  I got to
>that story at about 1 am, planning on stopping and going to bed shortly.
>It kept me up for another hour or two as I read it and pondered the
>implications of the situation for Sol and his family.

Agreed.  I rarely discuss the books that I read with my family, but I found
myself telling Sol's and Rachel's story to my wife and kids.  I must have
been telling the story with some conviction since my oldest daughter, at
one point, asked me if Merlin sickness was real.

Kevin C. Rushforth
Sun Microsystems  
INET: kcr@Eng.Sun.COM
UUCP: <the-backbone>!sun!eng!kcr

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

     Books - Smith & Zelazny (2 msgs) & Alternate Histories (3 msgs) &
             Requests (7 msgs) & Nebula Award Nominations

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 18:37:44 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Subject: Re: Clark Ashton Smith

mike@maths.tcd.ie (MIKE ROGERS) writes: 
> Now, Brian Stableford said that several unburnt , and more importantly
> *unedited* [CAS] manuscripts had been found. Does anyone know if they're
> being reprinted someplace? I reckon I'll probably have to go via mail
> order Arkham House or something. Expensive.

I'm not sure if they've used the manuscript Stableford referred to, but
Necronomicon Press last year or so completed a series called "The
Unexpurgated CAS", stories whose texts somehow differed from their
pulp-edition versions.  For more info (many of these were out of print,
last I'd heard), write:

   Necronomicon Press
   101 Lockwood Street
   West Warwick, RI  02893

Other CAS manuscripts may be found in the book:

STRANGE SHADOWS: THE UNCOLLECTED FICTION AND ESSAYS OF CLARK ASHTON SMITH,
edited by Steve Behrends with Donald Sidney-Fryer and Rah Hoffman;
introduction by Robert Bloch.  New York: Greenwood Press, 1989.

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
Rutgers University Computing Services
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
UUCP:   cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu
BITnet: JAROCHAERNST@ZODIAC

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 00:30:09 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Amber

jdliss@amherst.bitnet writes:
>Excuse me if this is an old question, but does anyone know when the last
>Amber book of the second series will come out?  Not as good as the first
>series, but I still really need to know what happens.  Every time another
>one comes out I have to go back and read them all ... not that this is a
>terrible chore...

What makes you think there will BE a 'last' Amber book???  Zelazny is
starting to get on my nerves with this thing.  When the first book of the
new series was released, talk was it was going to be a trilogy.  Knowing
Zelazny's propensity for cliffhanger endings, I waited until all three
books were out before I bought and read them.  The echoes of my fury at
running off the edge of the third book will resound throughout the universe
for centuries.

But to answer your question, no I do not know anything about it.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 00:21:08 GMT
From: smoot@woodstock.berkeley.edu (Stephen R. Smoot)
Subject: Amber

According to the author, he is trying to tie things up in a way that will
get people off his back, and do other things for a while.  But he may
continue the series another time.

He intended (this is 3 months old info) to finish by early spring, and
release (hardcover, of course) in August.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 17:34:59 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Alternate Histories

One of my favorite variations of alternate worlds are books written many
years ago set in the then future which is the now present.  If the author
made some brave assumptions and had the imagination to carry it through,
they are great fun to read.

When I was a kid, I was fascinated by Burrough's "Moon Maid", although I
had lots of trouble getting through the book 2 years ago ago.  The book had
3 glimpses of future cultures.  The 1st 2 are the most interesting: a world
culture with a small elite UN army/airforce, and a post-holocost world with
a religion based on patriotism toward the US flag.  The book was written in
the 20's (or maybe the 10's), and it begins with a history of the 100 years
we are more than half way through now. (I think it starts around 2014).

A second book is Taine's "Green Fire" set in the summer of 1990, which is
less than a year ago.  In this book, written in the 30's or the 20's,
someone invents power-broadcasting around 1950 or so and becomes the
richest man in the world.  Certain gadgets have been predicted correctly,
such as beepers for doctors, while others are a bit pessimistic, such as
cars with a top speed of 70 mph.  The world is very well-fleshed, and this
makes for an oddly different world from what we have now.  The author had
such a good scientific background that his predictions are most interesting
to follow.

A third book is Heinlein's "Door into Summer".  This book was written in
the 50's and portrays 1970 and 2000.  The trend is toward more household
gadgets than we have now.  The contrasting between 1970 and 2000 gives a
lot of detail in an interesting way of one of Heinlein's pictures of what
our present-day world might have been.

Well's "Sleeper awakes" is another book along this line.  A person wakes up
and finds himself the owner of lots of impoverished workers.  It has been a
while since I've read the book, but I think there was a multilevel city
with bridges between builings.  I forget what year he wakes up in, but
about now the banks own everything, and pollution is much worse than we
have now.

Books ambitiously extrapolating what it might be like now are very
interesting to read.  You can go through these books and think to yourself
"right" and "wrong" as you come upon details of the world-history.  And
sometimes you look at what these people believed to be important toward
future developments, and you can't figure out why they believed that
something which turned out to be so minor you've never even heard of it
could be worldshaking.  So you spend some time trying to figure out where
the extrapolations come from.

Extrapolations of now written long ago are a fascinating type of Alternate
History.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 21:07:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Alternate Worlds

schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu writes:
>The recent, brief discussion about what-if stories involving Alexander of
>Macedon has reminded me that my favorite type of SF is what-if stories.

Throwing in my two cents worth, the following are very good:

   _A Choice of Destinies_
by Melissa Scott, BAEN Books ISBN 0- 671-65563-9, 1986, is an alternate
reality story about what might have happened if Alexander the Great,
instead of pursuing towards India, had turned back toward Greece to quell a
rebellion of the League cities (including Thebes and Athens) after his
conquest of Persia.

** Spoilers ahead **

The story starts around the time of the pages' failed conspiracy, when
Alexander was 29, and finishes a year or two later, when he knows he will
never finish his conquest of the East, because he has to stay to
consolidate his Empire as it stands now.  The main story is framed by small
chapters which take place centuries in the future, where the Alexandrian
Empire not only still stands, but has reached the stars.

The "historical" events both resemble closely the real life of Alexander
and differ from it greatly.  For example, having met the primitive Roman
army, he finally allies himself with Rome against Carthage, in which defeat
the Macedonian army plays a big role.

But another earlier difference is that in this reality, he has a son by his
first, Macedonian wife, which of course never existed.  If you are familiar
enough with the real history of Alexander's conquests, or if you have read
_Fire from Heaven_ and the rest of Mary Renault's trilogy, you should
appreciate this book.

    _The Armor of Light_
by Melissa Scott and Lisa A. Barnes, BAEN Books, ISBN 0-671-69783-8, 1988

is another alternate reality from Melissa Scott, this one about Elisabethan
England.  The point of divergence here is the battle of Zutphen where Sir
Philip Sidney received a fatal wound in 1586; having survived it, he
becomes the Queen's Champion in the lists and three years later saves
Christopher Marlowe's life and becomes his patron.  The story begins two
years later when Elizabeth I sends him to Scotland to protect James, king
of Scots, from sorcerous threat (the Gowrie and Bothwell conspiracies
telescoping into one).

The survival of Sidney and Marlowe and their respective influences in a
world where magic actually works is handled extremely well and human
interaction is very good, making this easily the best of Melissa Scott's
books, not excluding the Silence Leigh trilogy.

Hope this helps.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 22:24:40 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Alternate Histories

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall):
>One of my favorite variations of alternate worlds are books written many
>years ago set in the then future which is the now present.  If the author
>made some brave assumptions and had the imagination to carry it through,
>they are great fun to read.

Where these books most often fall down is in their tendency to extrapolate
a single condition or trend.  "The Moon Maid", written during WWI, begins
by positing that WWI lasts for most of the century.  "Kampus" posits that
"the sixties" will last for the rest of the century.  "The Time Machine"
assumes that the evolution of mankind will be conditioned by the class
structure of early-twentieth-century England.  The better books generally
succeed in spite of this limitation, and largely by ignoring the premise as
soon as possible.

In a similar vein, there is a tendency to be overly timid in forecasting
technology: Either the technology is the same as the current one with buzz
words added, or it is virtually magic.  So we get "The Door into Summer",
with manual drafting being replaced by a super-typewriter.  We get "The
Brass Dragon", with its "galactic slide rule" (one of my all-time
favorites) or "Spacehounds of IPC", with its "computers".  Much less common
is an appreciation that different technology really means different ways of
living and thinking.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 06:47:26 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Question concerning short story...

There was a short story in Fantasy & Science Fiction a few years back
entitled "Conspiracy Of Noise." Don't remember the author or date (even
though I still have the magazine). I've read the story hundreds of times -
and I still have no idea whatsoever is going on. Could somebody help me out
here?

Also, in the same issue is a short story by James Patrick Kelly entitled
"Daemon." Could somebody tell me if that actually happened? The story, I
mean.

Richard Barrett
18004 146th Ave NE
Woodinville, WA 98072
(206)487-1312
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 18:32:13 GMT
From: sadinoff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Daniel Sadinoff)
Subject: Looking for Novella

I read a story a few years ago, and then lost it.  I would appreciate it if
someone could email me if they have any information (Author, title,
reference) on this novella or short (I can't remember which).

It's about a woman who, having exhausted drugs, sex changes and other means
of making her life interesting, elects to join the forces of a group
defending the rings of Saturn from grafitti.  The group supplies her with
an intelligent blob of slime, which will become her symbiote and protect
her from the rigors of space. There's more, but that's all I remember.

Danny Sadinoff
University of Pennsylvania    
(215) 573-7300                
sadinoff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 15:39:34 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Book title wanted

The first SF book I read in English (as opposed to in Swedish translation)
was an anthology with short stories about first landings on alien planets.
One of the stories was called `Goddess in Granite', and another one was
about explorers climbing down an incredible steep and deep valley (the
conclusion of the story was, if I remember correctly) that the valley was
made into a tourist attraction. (Rather pointless!). I also believe there
was one story about a spacecraft landing on a planet where something (the
atmosphere?) was so corrosive that the ship just dissolved after a few
weeks.

I borrowed this book at our local library sometime in 1979 or 80. The title
was something like `Perilous Planets' (with emphasis on "something like" -
it could be something rather different). I know there is an anthology by
that name, but I don't think that book matches my recollections. The book
looked fairly new to me when I borrowed it, so it must have been printed in
the late seventies.

Any help in identifying this book would be greatly appreciated. 

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 08:35:32 GMT
From: w.p.coyne@uk.ac.newcastle
Subject: Rollerball - the movie and the book

A while back on TV I saw the movie Rollerball.  I remember once seeing a
paperback book of the same title.  Does anyone know anything about the book
- - its author or year of publication?

Did the book end differently to the movie?

JANET: W.P.Coyne@uk.ac.newcastle              
UUCP : ...!ukc!newcastle.ac.uk!W.P.Coyne      
ARPA : W.P.Coyne@newcastle.ac.uk              

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 14:47:17 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris)
Subject: Humans emulating a computer: name this story!

Over in alt.folklore.computers there was a posting about Feynman's story of
having set up the equivalent of a pipeline computer using local staff to
perform calculations required during the development of the Bomb during
WWII.  In a response I made to it I cited a science fiction story I read
many, many years ago in which a spaceship's navigation computer was
disabled and the central character saved everyone aboard by setting up
exactly that type of human system: humans who were given a specific
computational assignment, and who received input from whoever was ahead of
them in the pipeline and gave the results to whoever was next.

I recall the story but can't put either a title or author's name to it.  It
has a very definite Clarke flavor, but neither I nor any other poster to
a.f.c can place it.  Can anyone help?  

Joe Morris

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 13:16:44 GMT
From: david@bcars271.uucp
Subject: What books am I thinking of ?

I saw some books just before Christmas and they looked really interesting.
Unfortunately, I forgot who the author is.  The first in the two-book
series was about humans colonizing a new planet, but it was found that any
children born on the planet has some mind powers while they were
adolescents.  The second book was about a scientist who wanted to find a
way to extend these powers into adulthood, and I think there were evil
intentions.

Could somebody please post or mail me the names and/or the author!?!

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 21:24:19 GMT
From: BRIANS@umuc.bitnet ("Brian Sobus")
Subject: Cat's Eye

I recently read a book called "Cat's Eye" by a women author (Sorry, but I
can't seem to recall her name).  I do know that the book was about a
half-breed human with psi-powers.

If anyone can knows the name of the author, could you please tell me.
Also, if she has written any other stories, could please tell me those
titles as well.  

One other quick question: I have been watching a show on PBS recently
called "Blake's 7." Does anyone know of an episode guide for this show?

Brian Sobus
Software Consultant
Academic Computing                
University of Maryland University College
(301) 985-7170
BRIANS@Umuc.Umd.Edu  

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 91 23:04:31 GMT
From: sonja@genie.gene.com (Sonja Bock)
Subject: Nebula Award Nominations

The following is a list of this year's Nebula nominations, taken from the
cover of the March Locus.

Best Novel:
   Tehanu:  The Last Book of Earthsea - Ursula K. LeGuin (Atheneum)
   Mary Reilly - Valerie Martin (Doubleday)
   Only Begotten Daughter - James Morrow (Morrow)
   The Fall of Hyperion - Dan Simmons (Doubleday Foundation)
   Redshift Roundezvous - John E. Stith (Ace)
   White Jenna - Jane Yolen (Tor)

Best Novella
   The Hemingway Hoax - Joe Haldeman (IASFM 4/90)
   Mr. Boy - Patrick James Kelley (IASFM 6/90)
   Bones - Pat Murphy (IASFM 5/90)
   Weatherman - Lois McMaster Bujold (Analog 2/90)
   Fool to Believe - Pat Cadigan (IASFM 2/90)

Best Novelette
   The Coon Rolled Down and Ruptured His Larinks, A Squeezed Novel by
      Mr. Skunk - Dafydd Ab Hugh (IASFM 8/90)
   Tower of Babylon - Ted Chiang (Omni 11/90)
   The Shobie's Story - Ursula K. Le Guin (Universe 1)
   1/72nd Scale - Ian MacLeod (Weird Tales Fall/ 90)
   The Manamouki - Mike Resnick (IASFM 7/90)
   A Time for Every Purpose - Kristine Kathryn Rusch (Amazing 5/90) 
   Loose Cannon - Susan Shwartz (What Might Have Been Vol. 2)
   Over the Long Haul - Martha Soukup (Amazing 3/90)

Short Stories
   Bears Discover Fire - Terry Bisson (IASFM 8/90)
   The Power and the Passion - Pat Cadigan (Patterns; Omini 3/90)
   Lieserl - Karen J. Fowler (ACM #6: Peripheral Visions; IASFM 7/90)
   Love Among the Invertebrates - Pat Murphy (Alien Sex)
   Before I Wake - Kim Stanley Robinson (Interzone 27; IASFM 4/90)
   Story Child - Kristine Kathryn Rusch (AbSF 9-10/90)

------------------------------
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Date: 20 Feb 91 02:34:44 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Title Needed

Wesolowsky@natchez.bu writes:
> According to the flap copy, an astronaut returns to Earth to discover
> that, in his absence, everyone has left. He seems to be the last person
> on Earth.  Copy hinted at aliens appearing in his absence to spirit
> humankind away, and he (I *think* the astronaut was male) had to find out
> where they all had gone.

This probably describes more than one book, but one notable one is
_Portal_, by Rob Swigart. It has been published in paperback and
semi-interactive software format. The latter was pretty nifty. (Apple II
and possibly other versions were available.)

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 23:10:49 GMT
From: esury@warwick.ac.uk (Andy Smaller)
Subject: Re: Book title wanted

magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>The first SF book I read in English (as opposed to in Swedish translation)
>was an anthology with short stories about first landings on alien planets.
>One of the stories was called `Goddess in Granite', and another one was
>about explorers climbing down an incredible steep and deep valley (the
>conclusion of the story was, if I remember correctly) that the valley was
>made into a tourist attraction. (Rather pointless!). I also believe there
>was one story about a spacecraft landing on a planet where something (the
>atmosphere?) was so corrosive that the ship just dissolved after a few
>weeks.
>
>I borrowed this book at our local library sometime in 1979 or 80. The
>title was something like `Perilous Planets' (with emphasis on "something
>like" - it could be something rather different). I know there is an
>anthology by that name, but I don't think that book matches my
>recollections. The book looked fairly new to me when I borrowed it, so it
>must have been printed in the late seventies.
>
>Any help in identifying this book would be greatly appreciated.

Yeah, I remember this one. Actually the only one I remember is the Goddess
in Granite story - the one about the corroding spaceship doesn't ring any
bells.  Anyway the book is, as you quite rightly recall, entitled 'Perilous
Planets', and is edited by sf author Brian W Aldiss. I don't know if this
is still in print, but it ought to be available at most good libraries. I
seem to vaguely remember that it was part of a short 'series' of such
books, but I can't remember the titles of the others. Anyway, hope this
helps!

Andy Smaller
University of Warwick
Coventry, CV4 7AL, UK
esury@uk.ac.warwick.cu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 04:34:26 GMT
From: bailey@vanity.enet.dec.com (Peter Bailey)
Subject: Re: Book title wanted

"magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson)" writes:
>One of the stories was called `Goddess in Granite', and another one was
>about explorers climbing down an incredible steep and deep valley (the
>conclusion of the story was, if I remember correctly) that the valley was
>made into a tourist attraction. (Rather pointless!). I also believe there
>was one story about a spacecraft landing on a planet where something (the
>atmosphere?) was so corrosive that the ship just dissolved after a few
>weeks.
>
>>I borrowed this book at our local library sometime in 1979 or 80. The
>title was something like `Perilous Planets' 

The anthology was indeed "Perilous Planets" edited by Brain Aldiss

The stories you refer to are..

MOUTH OF HELL by  David I Masson 1968 (from "The Caltraps of Time" by DIM)

GODDESS IN GRANITE by Robert F Young, 1957 (!) from 
"The Worlds Of Robert F Young"

and there's also

BEACHHEAD by Clifford D. Simak where a landing party setup a beachhead on a
planet.  The natives keep saying "nothing good will come of it" etc. and
it turns out that the planet is home to a virus (?) that eats metal so
that in time all their tools will turn to rust

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 19:40:16 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Help me find this Short Story, PLEASE!

mok@itsgw.rpi.edu (Mok) writes:
>It is written in the form of interdepartmental memos.  It chronicles the
>evolution of a seven day contract to create a planet, the Earth. The names
>on the memos are those of various angels and the guy in charge has a title
>whose initials are G.O.D. Along the way they run into problems which are a
>direct parody of our beurocracy and safety commisions. [...]
>
>Can anyone tell me the Title and Author and maybe what anthology to find
>it in? Please!
>
   I don't remember the title of the story offhand, but it's by James P.
Hogan, and can be found in his collection _Minds, Machines, and Evolution_.
The story's quite amusing. So is "Neander-Tale" in the same collection.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 19:14:30 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Help me find this Short Story, PLEASE!

mok@itsgw.rpi.edu (Mok) said:
> ...written in the form of interdepartmental memos.  It chronicles the
> evolution of a seven day contract to create a planet, the Earth.  The
> names on the memos are those of various angels and the guy in charge has
> a title whose initials are G.O.D.  Along the way they run into problems
> which are a direct parody of our beurocracy and safety commisions...
> Anyway the department bears up under these and many other difficulties
> desperately trying to fulfill the contract in seven days until finally
> the boys in R&D come up with a new concept: The Big Bang!  This way they
> get around all the regulations by just creating a big explosion and
> letting everything work out the way it is supposed to.

Normally I'd refrain from expending bandwidth on a partial answer, but
since it's been a few days and nobody else has responded at all...  I can't
recall the title of this story, but I'm about 98% sure that it's by Alan
Dean Foster.  You might want to check out his published collections, e.g.
"With Friends Like These..." and "...Who Needs Enemies?" I _am_ sure that I
read this one in a collection rather than in an anthology or a magazine.

(By the way, if I'm wrong about Foster, it _might_ be Ben Bova.  This does
sound a lot like his flavor of both politics and humor.  But I'm nearly
certain that it's Foster.)

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 91 19:50:26 GMT
From: mok@rpi.edu (... Mok)
Subject: Re: Help me find this Short Story, PLEASE!

Actually I've recieved a lot of answers by e-mail. Most of which were wrong
guesses or research hints, but many thanks to Lee Derbenwick
(lfd@cbnewsm.att.com) who has identified the story as "Making Light" by
James P Hogan, printed in Stellar #7 edited by Judy-Lynn DelRey. If your
library has a copy of this anthology, READ IT! The story was a LOT of fun
and VERY well written.

Thanks to all who tried to help.

mok@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 04:27:49 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Rollerball - the movie and the book

w.p.coyne@uk.ac.newcastle writes:
>A while back on TV I saw the movie Rollerball. I remember once seeing a
>paperback book of the same title. Does anyone know anything about the book
>- its author or year of publication?

The book was ROLLERBALL MURDERS, and was a collection of unrelated short
stories, with only the title story being adapted into the film. As a matter
of fact, if memory serves, that's the only story in the book that's even
science fiction. The author was William Harrison, who also wrote the film's
screenplay. It was originally published in 1973 in hardcover, with the
paperback coming out a year later.

>Did the book end differently to the movie?

They probably end the end, though I really can't recall, as I haven't read
the story since the paperback came out. I do recall that there were quite a
few differences in the game itself. I would imagine that the game as
described in the story would've been difficult to stage.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
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Date: 1 Mar 91 00:11:19 GMT
From: DEGROFF@intellicorp.com (Leslie DeGroff)
Subject: book request, Doug Merrit

  Request for titles/authors of story about Superhuman IQ ambasadors and IQ
amplifiers: Von Vogt had several short stories, novelettes exploring this
theme, one in which the aliens were hidden and a serum was invented to
force human evolution, one of the first unsuspecting test cases evolved to
a "Great Galactic" the other didn't.  In still another there is some
conspiracy and a sleeper agent raised is energy and IQ by stealing it from
various people who had used his cover ("dumb") body. (For those desiring
Vampire stories, VV has a number of stories around a notion of IQ and
psychic powers that can be extracted/transformed in vampire like fashions.
  Another partial match is one by Christopher Anvil but the initial
Ambassadors are dumber than humans and at the very end having been
assimilated into the starfaring civilization they are given the problem of
dealing with a still greater intelligence race.

Les DeGroff
Degroff@Intellicorp.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 15:33:17 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: What books am I thinking of ?

david@bcars271.UUCP () writes:
>I saw some books just before Christmas and they looked really interesting.
>Unfortunately, I forgot who the author is.  The first in the two-book
>series was about humans colonizing a new planet, but it was found that any
>children born on the planet has some mind powers while they were
>adolescents.  The second book was about a scientist who wanted to find a
>way to extend these powers into adulthood, and I think there were evil
>intentions.

   The second sounds like Timothy Zahn's _Coming of Age_. I thought I had
all of Timothy Zahn's books, and I don't have an earlier book in the
series. I'd be interested to know if there's a hidden book out there
somewhere, but I doubt it as he's a relatively recent author and his books
are still in print. I believe that _The Blackcollar_ was his first full
novel, and it was published less than ten years ago. That's the book which
got me buying all his other stuff.

   Still waiting for a third Blackcollar book...

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 02:37:30 GMT
From: heather@athena.cs.uga.edu (Heather Pritchett)
Subject: Re: Cat's Eye

BRIANS@umuc.BITNET ("Brian Sobus") writes:
>I recently read a book called "Cat's Eye" by a woman author (Sorry, but I
>can't seem to recall her name).  I do know that the book was about a
>half-breed human with psi-powers.  If anyone can knows the name of the
>author, could you please tell me.

Her name is Joan D. Vinge. The book is called "Catspaw" and is actually a
sequal. The first book (which I believe was just re-released) was called
"Psion". She's also written "The Snow Queen" (damn good book) and its
sequel, "World's End". (another damn good book) In addition to those she's
written "The Crystal Ship" (a collection of three novellas), "Fireship",
"The Outcasts of Heavens Belt", "Eyes of Amber" (a collection of short
stories) and "Return of the Jedi: The Storybook". I've read/own everything
before the Jedi-storybook and it's all excellent. Some of that later stuff
is real old and hard to find, but worth the effort. By the way, in the
re-released "Psion", I've been told there's a picture of Joan and she's
actually fairly young (under 50) which means we can expect her to
(hopefully) write lots more!

Heather Pritchett                         
Computer Science Dept.
University of Georgia
heather@athena.cs.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 03:54:59 GMT
From: psrc@cbnewsl.att.com (Paul S. R. Chisholm)
Subject: Re: Cat's Eye

BRIANS@umuc.BITNET ("Brian Sobus") writes:
> I recently read a book called "Cat's Eye" by a women author (Sorry, but I
> can't seem to recall her name).  I do know that the book was about a
> half-breed human with psi-powers.  If anyone can knows the name of the
> author, could you please tell me.

heather@athena.cs.uga.edu (Heather Pritchett) writes:
> Her name is Joan D. Vinge.

The name she originally wrote under, and probably still does, is indeed
Joan D. Vinge (rhymes, I'm told, with "dingy").  She got married a few
years ago.  The irony is, she posted an article to this newsgroup, under
her married name, within the last two weeks!  (No, I did not record her
e-mail address.  I think it was from a .EDU domain.)

Heather's bibliography is good, let me just add some historical
perspective.  Ms. Vinge started writing for ANALOG during John Campbell's
editorial reign.  She was (to my eyes at the time) one of the Hot New
Writers of the Seventies.  She would write a few stories in one one time
line, then move to another.  (Come to think of it, they might all be
related, but separated by enough time and space to be unfamiliar.)

I've always been a fan of her earlier short fiction.  In particular,
"Fireship" covers some of the cyberpunk territory in ways that the punks
never have; it's an overlooked classic of computing SF.  I once tried to
write an SF story based on the '60's top forty tune "Brandy"; Vinge
succeeded, wonderfully.  The "Heaven's Belt" stories anticipate some of
what Niven did with the Smoke Ring, or Sterling (?) did with SCHISMATRIX.
SNOW QUEEN rubbed me absolutely the wrong way; WORLD'S END (strongly
influenced by Conrad's HEART OF DARKNESS) enthralled me.  I haven't read
PSION or CATSPAW.  I'm probably stupid enough to be put off by the
"juvenile" label.

> By the way, in the re-released "Psion", I've been told there's a picture
> of Joan and she's actually fairly young (under 50) which means we can
> expect her to (hopefully) write lots more!

Under forty, in fact.  (Her photo in the back of EYES OF AMBER is
stunning.)  And just what do you think happens to writers at age fifty,
anyway?-)

I think she still attends SF cons with her husband (who's also active in
the genre) and daughter.  I've never had anything to say to her, but she
seems like a good person.  I will completely understand if she's more
concerned with raising a family than raising her readers' expectations but,
if anyone hears of any forthcoming stories, please let me know!

Paul S. R. Chisholm
AT&T Bell Laboratories
att!mtunq!psrc
psrc@mtunq.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 09:17:47 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Cat's Eye

psrc@cbnewsl.att.com (Paul S. R. Chisholm) writes:
>The name she originally wrote under, and probably still does, is indeed
>Joan D. Vinge (rhymes, I'm told, with "dingy").  She got married a few
>years ago.

Actually, "Vinge" is also her married name. She used to be married to
Vernor Vinge.

>I think she still attends SF cons with her husband (who's also active in
>the genre) and daughter.

Her husband is Jim Frenkel, who was an editor at Dell, and later founded
Bluejay Books.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 22:29:46 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: New Star Wars book!

mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy) writes:
>  In the latest issue of _Previews_ which is Diamond Comics ordering book
>for items to be shipped in May, there is a blurb in the book section for a
>new Star Wars novel called _Heir to the Empire_...  Fully authorized by
>George Lucas and Lucasfilm, this is book one of a three part series taking
>up where the Star Wars trilogy left off!

   Eek. On the one hand, this is wonderfully heartening news - is Lucas
starting advance publicity for a next-film-in-the-works with this book? But
on the other hand, this could mean he's scrapped plans for post-_Jedi_
flicks and is putting what would've been the plots for them into this book
trilogy. I don't know.
   And then there was the fan-written sequel to _Jedi_ which had an unknown
son of Luke's being raised by the remnants of the Empire. It was pretty
clever, really; the boy's first name was Benjamin. He had a most uncanny
resemblance to his (oblivious) dad. Two hints: what does the name Benjamin
mean? And what happened to Luke in Cloud City? Oh well...

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 7 Feb 91 22:03:45 GMT
From: garfield@triton.tamu.edu (SUSAN_MAHAN)
Subject: AggieCon XXII

AggieCon XXII will be held at the Texas A&M University campus in College
Station, Texas on March 21 - 24, 1991.  This year's guests include: Lynn
Abbey, Fred Saberhagen, Keith Parkinson, Larry Elmore, Marv Wolfman, and
Elizabeth Ann Scarborough.

Regional guests include: C. Dean Andersson (Asa Drake); Keith Berdak;
Robert Asprin (tentative); Neal Barrett, Jr.; Dr. Roger Beaumont; Lillian
Stewart Carl; Ben Dunn; Carol Nelson Douglas; Boomer Cardinale; George Alec
Effinger; P. N. Elrod; T. W. Knowles, II; Mark Daniels; Brad Foster; Rory
Harper; Danny and Jude Love Gillies; Dr. Al Jackson; Katharine E.
Kimbriel; Joe R. Lansdale; Karen Lansdale; Justin Lieber; Ardath Mayhar;
Mike McQuay; Warren & Gigi Norwood; Nina Romberg; Richard Pini; Kerry
O'Quinn; Brian A. Hopkins; Scott A. Cupp; Brad Denton; and Lord British.

Movies to be shown are:

Thursday	7:00	Fright Night
		9:00	An American Werewolf in London

Friday		7:30	Sleeping Beauty
		9:45	Peter Pan
		12:00	TRON (Indoors)
		12:00	Rocky Horror Picture Show (Outdoors)

Saturday	7:30	Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan
		9:45	20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
		12:00	War of the Worlds (Indoors)
		12:00	Rocky Horror Picture Show (Outdoors)

Other items featured include:

   Concert Series featuring Los Blues Guys and Dr. Love & the Erogenous
      Zones
   Party Room
   Lazer Tag
   Gaming
   Deadtime Stories
   Quest
   SF/F Video Contest
   Ninja Assassinations
   Masquerade Ball (also a Hall Costume Contest)
   Art Show
   Dealers Room
   Miss AggieCon Pageant

For more information, write to:
   Jayme Blaschke
   MSC Cepheid Variable
   Box J-1, MSC
   Texas A&M University
   College Station, Texas 77844-9081

or call (409) 845-1515 or contact me via computer.

As more information is available, I will post.

Susan Mahan

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 91 20:11:37 GMT
From: drwho@bsu-cs.bsu.edu (Neil P. Marsh)
Subject: WhoosierCon I:  The Great U.N.I.T. Reunion

The planning for WhoosierCon is well under way.  Katy Manning has just
confirmed her appearance, her first American convention (her Van Tour
appearances notwithstanding).  Nicholas Courtney is still a possibility, as
his prior commitment is a show designed to tour the Middle East.  We have
not heard if it has been postponed or cancelled, but it is likely to
happen.  Regardless, he will appear either in person or through a
pre-recorded message.

** The staff of WhoosierCon want to make it clear that the guests and
   airlines have all stated that the war in the Persian Gulf will NOT
   affect either the availablility of the flights or the guests.  They are
   all VERY excited about coming together for this historic reunion. **

I am lucky enough to be part of the convention planning committee and I
have been asked to be the Technical Director for the program, which
includes some rather dazzling production numbers.  We're going all out to
bring you a spectacular show.  The cabaret is going to feature each guest
in some kind of performance and, unlike other conventions, it isn't going
to cost you anything extra!  There will be numerous panels, a celebrity
auction (in which we will be selling not only special merchandise, but a
chance to buy some personal time with one of the guests! [proceeds will be
donated to a charity to be announced]), Eric Hoffman's famous Doctor Who
slide presentations, and some very special videos, including the premier of
The Whoosier Network's MTV take-off, DWTV (which features Doctor Who music
videos).  We produced this program in the studios at Ball State University
last Fall.

One last note, one of the greatest things about this convention is that it
is being held in the 1300 seat Warren Performing Arts Center, which is the
site of numerous plays, musicals, concerts, and other performances
year-round (I've played in a number of concerts and in the musical
"Godspell" in this place, it was wonderful!).  Many cons are forced by
finances to be held in convention centers on risers with level seating.
The WPAC is a huge theatre with a wide array of seating and an enourmous
stage (for a facility of its size).  Not only will the audience be pleased
with the change of venue from normal cons, but our stage-experienced guests
will find themselves in familiar and pleasant surroundings.

The following is a reproduction of the flyer for WhoosierCon I.  E-mail me,
or write to or call The Whoosier Network, if you have any questions.

Here goes: 

                         The Whoosier Network:
                    America's Doctor Who Connection
                                   &
                          Who-Net Enterprises

                                Present:

WHOOSIERCON I:  U.N.I.T. REUNION                  Saturday, April 6th, 1991
                                          The Warren Performing Arts Center
                                                      Indianapolis, Indiana

STARRING THE FOLLOWING _CONFIRMED_ GUESTS:

   Jon Pertwee............The Third Doctor
   Katy Manning...........Jo Grant
   John Levene............Sgt. Benton
   Richard Franklin.......Capt. Yates
   John Freeman...........Editor, Doctor Who Magazine
   Eric Hoffman...........Doctor Who historian

ALSO INVITED:

   Nicholas Courtney......The Brigadier

WHOOSIERCON BONUS:

   CABARET featuring all our guests -- at NO additional charge!

                DON'T MISS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME REUNION

RECEPTION                       CABARET                  CELEBRITY AUCTION
PANELS                          VIDEOS                 TONS OF MERCHANDISE
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS           AUTOGRAPH SESSIONS

THE NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT BEGINS AT 9 am

RECEPTION:  A special pre-convention get-together with our guests on Friday
            night before WhoosierCon.  Limited to the first 250 people.  

COSTUME CONTEST:  Get your ideas and sewing needles flowing -- we'll have
                  silent judging happening throughout the day, with the
		  winners to be announced and photographed on stage.

HOTEL: The official hotel of WhoosierCon I is Howard Johnson's East,
        located less than 5 minutes from the Warren Performing Arts Center.
        Phone numbers:  (317) 897-2000 or 1-800-654-2000.  

OBLIGATORY DISCLAIMER: All guests are subject to professional commitments
        which may prevent their attendance. This is not
	anticipated, but is always a possibility.

Looking forward to seeing you in April! 

WhoosierCon I
P.O. Box 51133
Indianapolis, IN  46151

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 05:47:16 GMT
From: marier@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu (Shawn Marier)
Subject: VikingCon 12

VikingCon 12 a science fiction convention, will be in Bellingham,
Washington, August 16-18, 1991.  Programming and housing will be on the
campus of Western Washington University.  Contact the convention at
n8740929@unicorn.cc.wwu.edu.

VikingCon's guest of honor are Lois McMaster Bujold, Freeman Dyson, Jody
Bergsma and Steve Forty.  Other guests include authors Poul Anderson,
Marion Zimmer Bradley, Kathy Tyers and Elisabeth Waters.

Bujold recently received the Hugo and Nebula awards for her novella "The
Mountains of Mourning," and received the Nebula award for her novel
"Falling Free."  Freeman Dyson is a world-renowned physicist with the
Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton.  He has helped generate many
ideas, such as Dyson spheres, which science fiction authors incorporated
into their work.  Among his books are "Disturbing the Universe" and
"Infinite in All Directions," books on physics and philosophy.  Jody
Bergsma is a Bellingham artist and Steve Forty is active in British
Columbia fandom.

VikingCon is a smaller, more intimate convention, but with all the features
of a larger convention: paneling, dances, masquerade, art show, gaming,
videos, dealer's room and hospitality.  For the past 12 years it has been
run by the Science Fiction and Fantasy Club of WWU.

VikingCon 12 has an anticipated membership of 200-300.  Convention Housing
will be on campus, in Mathes Hall.  

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 91 17:37:17 GMT
From: michaelw@dbase.a-t.com (Michael Wallis)
Subject: ConFrancisco News (WorldCon 93)

Release Date:  February 11, 1991
For Additional Information Contact Kevin Standlee
                           Phone:  916-988-4605
 
                ConFrancisco Expands to Five Days
                  New Headquarters Hotel Named
 
   ConFrancisco, the 51st World Science Fiction Convention, has announced
that it is expanding its official dates by one day, and will now begin on
Thursday, September 2, 1993, and run through Monday, September 6, 1993.  In
a related development, the convention has changed its headquarters hotels
to the Parc Fifty-Five and Le Meridien hotels.  The Marriott, which was
initially announced as the headquarters hotel, has withdrawn from
association with the convention.
   ConFrancisco has published a statement in Progress Report 1, explaining
that last July while San Francisco was still bidding for the '93 WorldCon,
Ford Motor Company approached the Marriott and offered cash up front to
reserve a large block of the Marriott's hotel rooms during date overlapping
ConFrancisco's.  As announced at ConFiction in Holland, ConFrancisco
expected to be able to negotiate back some of the rooms.  However, in early
January it became clear that this was not going to work.  Consequently,
ConFrancisco and the Marriott agreed to cancel their arrangements.  Hotel
rooms and function space was quickly obtained at two nearby hotels, the
Parc Fifty-Five and Le Meridien, and ConFrancisco also increased its space
committments at the Moscone Convention Center.  This has actually improved
the convention's overall flexibility and also allowed the expansion from
four to five days.
  Write to ConFrancisco at P. O. Box 22097, San Francisco CA 94122, and
include a SASE.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 03:42:46 GMT
From: bank@lea.csc.ncsu.edu (Dave The DM)
Subject: TriCon '91 Convention Announcement [ 3/22/91 - 3/24/91 ]
 
                            T R I C O N     ' 9 1
 
         One of the Triangle's Oldest Gaming Conventions is Reborn!
 
                           March 22, 23 & 24, 1991
                North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC
 
                  (The convention will be held on campus in
                    Tompkins, Caldwell, and Winston Halls)
 
        Guest Authors:
 
                   Dr. John Kessel
                        Author of "Good News From Outer Space"
 
                   Allen Wold
                        Author of "Crown of the Serpent"
 
                   Kay Reynolds
                        Former editor of "Starblaze Graphics"
                        Co-author of the "BattleTech Art Book 1"
 
                   Wendy Haley
                        Author
 
 
        Guest Game Designers:
 
                   Kevin Barrett
                        Designer of "Cyberspace"
                        SF Editor for Iron Crown Enterprises (ICE)
 
                   Monte Cook
                        Designer of "Rolemaster"
                        Co-designer of the "Hero" game system
                            ("Champions"  et. al.)
 
                   Dennis Meyers
                        Associate designer for GDW
                        Associate designer for Digest Group Publications
                        Consultant to HIWG
 
                   Steve Rushing
                        Former Race-Commander for StarFleet Battles
 
          (Other guests include authors, artists, and gaming experts)
 
 
        Panels:   Alternative Gaming: Role vs. Live vs. Miniatures
                  Game Design
                  Improving Your Game
                  Science Fiction vs. Fantasy Gaming
                  Attacks on RPGs: The Anti-RPG Phenomenon
                                            (Presented by NAARP)
 
        Workshops:   Planet Design in Games
                     Writer's Workshop
                     Artist's Workshop
 
  Games Planned for the following Game Systems:
 
         - AD&D                       - Warhammer 40,000
         - StarFleet Battles          - Tunnels and Trolls
         - GURPS                      - Car Wars
         - BattleTech                 - Teenagers From Outer Space
         - Grand Flush                - and others.........
 
       (NOTE: Several game designers have indicated they will
              be bringing new game systems for playtesting)
 
  5 FULL-TIME Video Rooms:
 
     o  Dozens of films shown continuously      o  Japanese Animae
     o  Star Trek                               o  Dr. Who
 
 
  Other Events: Art Show, Dealers' Rooms
 
  Convention Hours:
 
          Friday, March 22nd  :   Doors open at 5pm
          Saturday, March 23rd:   Doors open 24 hours
          Sunday, March 24th  :   Doors close at 5pm
 
       (Sorry, TEMPUS FUGIT spells not allowed on Convention grounds)
 
  Hotels:
 
         NOTE: When making reservations, be sure to inform reservationist
               that you are with the "NCSU Historical and Fictional
               Simulations Society Group" to get these discount rates.
               Limited rooms are available at these rates. Rooms contain
               two double beds. Stealth or Recon roll required to put more
               than 4 people in a room! :-)
 
         The Brownstone Inn
         1707 Hillsborough Street
         Phone: (919) 828-0811
         (About 4-5 blocks from convention site)
         Restrictions: Must reserve room by March 10th
 
         Mission Valley Inn
         2110 Avent Ferry Road
         Phone: (800) 223-2252  (Reservations Only)
                (919) 828-3173
         (About 1 mile from convention site)
         Restrictions: Must reserve room by March 21st
 
          (Use SlingShot Reservation Service! When it absolutely,
                positively had to be reserved yesterday!
                $50,000,000 dilithium crystal surcharge)
 
  To register, write to:
 
      TriCon '91
      Registration Officer
      c/o James Beatty
      P.O. Box 61104
      Raleigh, NC  27661
 
  For more information, write to:
 
      TriCon '91
      Convention Information
      c/o James Beatty
      P.O. Box 61104
      Raleigh, NC  27661
 
  Net users can also request information (NOT REGISTRATION, please) from:
 
      bank@cslimg.ncsu.edu
 
(MAIL SENT TO THE ACCOUNT UNDER WHICH THIS HAS BEEN POSTED WILL BE IGNORED)
 
NOTICE: The laws of the State of North Carolina do not permit weapons of
        any sort on the NCSU campus (except in very limited circumstances
        that certainly don't apply here). Any weapons brought to the
        convention grounds will be subject to confiscation (for the
        duration of the convention) by Convention Security. Failure to
        abide by this may also result in ejection from the convention with
        no refund. Replicas (functional or not) of weapons are likewise
        prohibited.
 
        Costumes are permitted and encouraged. This notice should not be
        construed as a general discouragement of participants attending in
        costume. Modern military uniforms prohibited except to those in
        active military service. Police and security uniforms specifically
        (of necessity) prohibited.
 
    MORE INFORMATION WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AS IT IS CONFIRMED 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 15:30:48 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Boskone 28 Con Report Available

My Boskone 28 con report is available on request.  (It runs 1386 lines.)
Send e-mail if you want a copy; also let me know if I should add you to my
regular con report mailing list.

Coming soon: Lunacon con report.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 27 Feb 91 05:14:37 GMT
From: marks@umiacs.umd.edu (Mark A. Schleifer)
Subject: BALTICON 25

Here is a copy of Balticon 25's Progress Report 1.  Notice the new list of
guests.

                    BALTICON 25 PROGRESS REPORT 1

          The judging for the "People's Choice" award for the Short
     Science Fiction Video Tape Contest will take place in the Hunt
     Valley Marriott Garden Room, right after the Friday night
     Masquerade in over.  The results of the Young Adult Short Story
     Contest will be announced at the presentation of the Compton
     Crook Award - some of the entries are very good, expect this
     feature of the con to grow.
     
          The Filking Guest of Honor, Kathy Mar, will perform in an
     all night musical extravaganza on both Friday and Saturday
     nights.  According to the Filking Czar, Lindy Sears, Kathy will
     be joined by other filk musicians such as Roberta Rogow, Duane
     Elms, Jack Carroll, Crystal Hagel, and maybe Joey Shoji (not sure
     of this last one, yet!).
     
          Many artists and authors will be joining Artist Guest of
     Honor, Thomas Canty, and Author Guest of Honor, Nancy Kress, in a
     weekend of "cuss and discussion" groups and panels.  These other
     artists and authors include (but will not be limited to): Tom
     Clancy, A. J. Austin, Nancy Varian Berberick, Nina Boal, Ben
     Bova, Alan Brown, Brenda W. Clough, Ann Crispin, Jack Dann, Tom
     Doherty, Scott Edelman, Gregory Feely, Brad Ferguson, Jeri
     Freedman, Katharine Kerr, Eric Kotani, Shariann Lewitt, Alis
     Rasmussen, Charles Sheffield, Judith Tarr, North Lilly, and many
     more.
     
          REMEMBER, BALTICON IS HOLDING ITS FIRST BLOOD DRIVE THIS
     YEAR!!!  Registration for the drive will be held on Friday
     evening, and the blood will actually be drawn on Saturday in the
     Garden Room.  Register early, Count Marty says that he will be
     the first in line.
     
          Speaking of firsts, the Post Office will be there to sell
     postal memorabilia and stamps and to apply the special "BALTICON
     STATION" cancellation to items mailed during the con.  Be sure to
     check out the cachets that will be sold that are being specially
     printed for the occasion.  (We hope that enough of you recognize
     the value of such collectables to make this a tradition.)
     
          For another First, or at least something we haven't done in
     a long time, anyway - we will be holding a book swap.  Look for
     signs at the con for information on where it will be held.  Bring
     books that you want to trade.  Any books left over that are not
     trades will be sent to an appropriate group in need of good
     reading material.
     
          There will again be ballroom dancing in the Garden room on
     Saturday evening, come prepared with your formal attire, if you
     want.  Formal attire is not required, but we thought you might
     like warning.
     
          The Metropolitan Baltimore Chapter of the National Space
     Society is once again putting together a terrific science
     program.  Space science track guests include:  Gary Oleson, Aleta
     Jackson, Greg Barr, Dr. Yoji Kondo (NASA Astrophysicist), Dr.
     Gary Bennett (NASA Nuclear Propulsion Studies), Tim Kyger, and
     Mike Potter (Space Telescope Science Instruments) plus more...

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 91 17:56:08 GMT
From: bicker@cbnewsi.att.com (The Resource, Poet-Magician of Quality)
Subject: I-CON X March Update

Rumor is that there may be more Trek guests to come.  Note the new
Doctor Who guests.  Hotel List is included.

           I  -  C  O  N     X

   The East Coast's Largest Convention of
        Science Fact,
            Fiction,
                and Fantasy

             April 19-21, 1991
State University, Stony Brook, Long Island, NY

Special Guest: Majel Barrett
Number One, Nurse Chapel, Lwaxana Troi,
and the voice of the computer on Star Trek

        Special Guest: Robin Curtis
        Saavik on Star Trek

Star Trek: The Next Generation guests, yet to be confirmed

        Special Guest: Sylvester McCoy
        Doctor Who

Special Guest: John Levine
Sergeant Benton from Doctor Who

        Guest-of-Honor: Dan Simmons
        Author of the Hugo Award winning novel Hyperion

Special Guest: Harlan Ellison

       Other SF, Fantasy & Horror Guests: Poul Anderson, Jim
       Frenkel, Joan D. Vinge, Larry Niven, Fred Pohl, Jack
       Williamnson. Roger MacBride Allen, Jim Baen, Ian and Betty
       Ballantine, Hal Clement, Tom Doherty, Robert L. Forward,
       Raymond Z. Gallun, Barry Malzberg, James Morrow, Thomas
       Monteleone, Pamela Sargent, John Skipp, Craig Spector, Bruce
       Sterling, Keil Stuart, Tom Weisskopf, George Zebrowski,
       David Kyle, Tracy Hickman, Patricia Kennealy, Nancy
       Springer, Margaret Weiss, and more...

Science Guest-of-Honor: Robert L. Forward

        Science and Technology Special Guest: Deke Slayton
        Mercury and Apollo Astronaut

Gaming Guest-of-Honor: Ken Rolston
Co-creator of Paranoia

        Gaming Special Guest: Gary Gygax (Creator of Dungeons & Dragons)

Gaming Special Guest: Steve Jackson (Developer of GURPS)

        Other Gaming Guests: Greg Costikyan, Jahn Faughnan, Stefan
        Jones, and more...

Artist Guests: Jill Bauman, Doug Beekman,
Tom Kidd, Ron Walotsky, and Gahan Wilson.

       Comics Guests: Micheal Jan Friedman, Bob Greenberger, Fred
       Hembeck, Steve Saffel, and Julie Schwarz.

Films:
        (To be announced)

       In addition to the personal appearances, panels and film
       program, I-CON features an Art Show, Meet the Pros Parties,
       dealers' rooms, writers' workshops, autograph party, no-
       minimum-bid auctions, gaming, filksinging, japanimation,
       model rocketry, gaming tournaments, sneak previews of
       upcoming films, videos, stargazing, ...

       Furthermore, there will be several special events, which
       require an additional fee.

       I-CON Awards Banquet:      Our annual presentation of the
                                  Gallun Award. Dinner.  Sat.
                                  5:30pm.

       Others:                    To be announced.

For more information, write:
  I-CON
  P.O. Box 550
  Stony Brook, NY  11790

       Please mark on the back of your envelope "USENET Registrant"
       so that we can get in touch with you if there is to be a
       USENET party.  To be sure of being informed of any USENET
       activities...send email to me at bicker@hoqax.ATT.COM

       Hotel List:

       The CON Hotel is the Holiday Inn in Stony Brook.  Accomodations
       there are available only through the convention.  Other local area
       motels are listed below:

          Beacon Motel                          (516) 265-0602

          Smithtown Motor Lodge                 (516) 724-9000

          Terryville Motor Lodge                (516) 928-5900

          Harborside Inn of Port Jefferson      (516) 473-2499

       No weapons.

       For more information, send email to bicker@hoqax.ATT.COM.
       Please do not call.  But if you call, at least leave a phone
       number so I can get back to you.

Brian Charles Kohn
AT&T Bell Laboratories Quality Process Center
(908) 949-5850
att!hoqax!bicker
bicker@hoqax.ATT.COM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 00:03:28 GMT
From: ariel@mom.intel.com.ogi.edu
Subject: Cons in Israel?

Does anyone know if there are any SF conventions in Israel in 1991?  I'm
particularly interested in cons in July thru October, but want to hear
about any at all that may be happening this year.  Any city will do.  An
address or phone number would be most useful.

Thanks in advance.

Ariel Shattan
ariel@mom.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 5 Mar 91 17:09:13 -0500
From: "Mary Tabasko" <mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu>
Subject: CONFLUENCE, 4th Pittsburgh SF Con

		      *** CONFLUENCE ***
        4th Annual Pittsburgh Science Fiction Conference
		      19 - 21 July 1991
		    Monroeville Palace Inn

   We're doing it again!  CONFLUENCE, the 4th Annual Pittsburgh Science
Fiction Conference, will be held in July.  Those who have been with us in
the past will notice three important changes.  First, we've moved the date
from September to July; second, we've expanded to a full 3-day program; and
third, we've changed facilities. We are now at a hotel (with an indoor
pool), where we can have programming, a ConSuite, and some gaming. We also
encourage attendees to host room parties.

   The emphasis of this conference has always been on SF as literature, and
this remains unchanged.  We have two full tracks of programming, featuring
numerous authors and artists. We will again have a full-day Writers'
Workshop, an Art Workshop, and panels on SF and fantasy literature, current
space projects, "hard" SF, illustration, horror and Star Trek.  Of course,
no con would be complete without a Dealers' Room, Video Room, Art Show and
some Saturday evening entertainment, and our new facilities also permit us
to offer space for gaming (but advance registration is necessary, as space
is limited).  It would be a shame not to make use of the pool at the hotel,
so the Food Function this year will be a reasonably priced poolside buffet.
(The food is excellent!)

   Come mingle with some of your favorite authors - meet the intellect
behind those weird stories! (Our past guests include Jack Chalker, Phil
Klass [aka, William Tenn], Dennis McKiernan, Geoffrey Landis, Alexis
Gilliland, John DeChancie, and Lloyd Arthur Eschbach.)  Talk to others
interested in breaking into the SF writing field.  Sit next to the very
strange people running this thing!  For information and/or registration,
please write to: PARSEC, 2966 Voelkel Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15216-2036, or
send e-mail to either mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu or tabasko@idis.lis.pitt.edu.
If you want information, please let us know if you are interested in the
Writers' Workshop, a table in the Dealers' Room, the Art Show, gaming
registration, and so on.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 18:04:16 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Readercon 4 Information

                                 Readercon 4
           The conference on imaginative literature, fourth edition

                               Worcester Marriott
                             Worcester, Massachusetts 
                               July 12 - 14, 1991   

                                Guests of Honor:
  
                     Thomas M. Disch        Barry N. Malzberg 
                                  John Clute

                                Also attending: 
    John Betancourt, Terry Bisson, Jeffrey A. Carver, Joseph David
    Carrabis, Kathryn Cramer, John Crowley, Jack Dann, Jeanne Van Buren
    Dann, Daniel P. Dern, Scott Edelman, Richard Grant, Geary Gravel, David
    G. Hartwell Donald G.  Keller, Rosemary Kirstein, Ellen Kushner, S. N.
    Lewitt, John Morressy, James Morrow, Paul Park, Steven Popkes, David
    Alexander Smith Sarah Smith, Stanley Wiater, Jack Womack And many,
    many, more...

Readercon is part of a growing number of sf cons intended specifically for
readers. But where other cons concentrate on specific genres (or marketing
categories) Readercon sees all of imaginative literature as its bailiwick.
We have no media, no costuming events, no gaming, and a dealers room with
almost nothing but books and magazines. What we do have is a huge emphasis
on the program and its participants.
 
The city of Worcester is in central Massachusetts; the Worcester Marriott
is located just off I-290 at the Route 9 exit. Transportation includes a
regional airport, Amtrack, and a bus line (Peter Pan) from Boston, Mass.
which has stops at both Logan Airport in Boston and the Worcester Marriott.
Worcester Marriott is at 10 Lincoln Square, Worcester MA; (508) 791 - 1600

Please write to READERCON, P.O. Box 6138, Boston, MA 02209 or call us at
(617) 576 - 0415

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu
chirsch@lotus.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 91 21:02:01 GMT
From: zornow@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Claudia Zornow)
Subject: SF About The Net?

Has anyone accumulated a list of SF which refers to "the net" (by whatever
name), i.e. a worldwide, almost-real-time network of communication/
discussion/facts/opinions/etc.?

I've run into two such books lately, and I'm curious to know whether there
are any more, and whether their authors are familiar with Usenet or are
inventing their own nets.

Current list:

   David Brin, _Earth_
   Orson Scott Card, _Ender's Game_

Any others?

Claudia

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 05:14:57 GMT
From: v116r8ac@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Croaker)
Subject: SF on the net

Well, you might want to check out any of the two novels and one collection
published I believe by FASA corporation, set in the world of their
_Shadowrun_ RPG.  SR's Matrix is very similar to the net in its basic
premise.

The titles of the two novels - good reading, but may be difficult if you
don't know much about SR already: 
   Never Deal With a Dragon 
   Choose your enemies Carefully
These two are part of a series,  the third should be out soon.

The anthology, I don't remember the title.  Perhaps some chummer out in
MatrixNetLand remembers it?  (Haven't read it either, but it's supposed to
be relatively good)

v116r8ac@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 16:04:20 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: SF About The Net?

Vonda McIntyre's StarFarers series uses a real-time worldwide and shipwide
communication link, which seems to be heavily based on an extention of
Usenet.  Yes, she does post to this network occasionally, but I have no
idea if she reads it.  (BTW, I liked Starfarers although it took me a long
time to get unconfused while reading the second book, Transitions).

Chucky

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 16:47:44 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: SF About The Net?

Islands (?) in the Net - Bruce Sterling 
Synners - Pat Cadigan (?)
Shockwave Rider- John Brunner
True Names (novelella) - Vernor Vinge
Valentina - (damn, who?)

My library is at home, I'm at work.  What a pity.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 91 07:17:26 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: SF About The Net?

Best one I've come across is "The Long Run" by Daniel Keys Moran and his
description of the net:

   "THE CRYSTAL WIND IS THE STORM, AND THE
    STORM IS DATA, AND THE DATA IS LIFE."

Also has a couple of net/"cyberspace" scenes in it that are incredible.

Also has a really great progression of our "kill" files.  Called an "image"
it is a program that weeds through the vast amounts of data, finding
articles/key-words that interest the user, while ignoring the rest.  Brin
did something like this in "Earth" also.

Aaron Tucker
University Nevada, Reno

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 17:11:48 GMT
From: toriver@lise.unit.no (Tor Iver Wilhelmsen)
Subject: Re: SF About The Net?

zornow@hpcc01.HP.COM (Claudia Zornow) asks if a couple of authors have
based their nets on knowledge of InterNet, or if the nets in the mentioned
books are their own imagining. Well I have only read one of them, and in my
opinion, the net in

>  Orson Scott Card, _Ender's Game_

and the subsequent book _Speaker for The Dead_ and the novella _Gloriously
Bright_ (Analog SF/SF magazine, Jan 91), is completely different from
InterNet. The "ansible" network is a network of communication devices
capable of sending messages across interstellar distances using
hyperstrings or somesuch. The books, and the short story, are IMHO some of
the best SF ever written, and I am looking forward to _Xenocide_ (Jul 91,
wasn't it??). BTW, if you have read the first two, you might want to read
_Gloriously Bright_, since it sets up a very interesting situation, both
for Ender, his sister, and Jane.

toriver@{lise,solan,siri}.unit.no
pumpkin@norunit.{sintef.no, bitnet}

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 91 20:38:08 GMT
From: dave@fps.com (Dave Smith)
Subject: Re: SF About The Net?

Bill Baldwin's series about Wilf Brim (The Helmsman, Galactic Convoy, etc.)
has an e-mail system that uses addresses that look rather suspiciously like
Internet style mail address (e.g. Margot_Efferwyck@Fleet.NavComm).

The series is space opera through and through so don't be expecting serious
SF.  It has a recommendation on the back from 'sf-lovers@rutgers.arpa,'
though.  

David L. Smith
FPS Computing
San Diego
ucsd!celit!dave or dave@fps.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 17:16:44 GMT
From: levin@bbn.com (Joel B Levin)
Subject: Re: SF About The Net?

I don't think anyone has mentioned GRYPHON by Crawford Kilian.  It has a
different sort of network but I felt it could have evolved from a Usenet
type of environment, and I liked the diving metaphor.

levin@bbn.com
{...}!bbn!levin

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Television - Time Travel TV (4 msgs) & Doctor Who (2 msgs) &
                    Time Tunnel (2 msgs) & Max Headroom & 
                    The Flash (4 msgs) & OtherWorld (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 91 15:38:10 GMT
From: dascoser.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (David S. Serchay)
Subject: Time Travel TV

The following shows use time travel as the major storyline:

Doctor Who
Time Tunnel
Voyagers
Quantum Leap
Happy Days Cartoon Show
Bill and Ted Cartoon show
Mr. Peabody (from Bullwinkle)
Flintstones meet the Jetsons

The following shows have occasionly used time travel:

Mork and Mindy
Battlestar Galactica 1980
Superman
Superboy
Star Trek
Star Trek:TNG
Red Dwarf
My Favorite Martian
Bewitched
Twilight Zone (old)
Twilight Zone (new)
Land of the Lost
Captain Caveman

Please post any additons, desputes, or questions.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 01:55:31 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: Time Travel TV

You missed a few:

   "It's About Time" - astronauts go back in time, end up living with a
cave-family.  In the second season, they came forward in time with the
cave-family.

   "Planet of the Apes" - I think the *premise* of this show/cartoon series
depended on time travel, so I'd count in it this category.

>The following shows have occasionly used time travel:

Also: 
   "Dark Shadows"
   "I Dream of Jeannie"
   "My Secret Identity"
   "Lost in Space"

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu
chirsch@lotus.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 91 13:05:16 GMT
From: cse223@cck.cov.ac.uk (David Sandiford)
Subject: Re: Time Travel TV

I also recall seeing three episodes of "Land of the Giants" which involved
time travel.

1) The one with Earth people from the distant future who were planning to
wipe out Earth's population in the present and keep a few selected people
on the Giant planet (did they ever say what its name was?) so that they
could rule over their descendants.

2) The one where the Spindrift crew find a space capsule which takes Steve
and Fitzhugh back to Earth in the early 1900's (they imply that the people
mentioned in 1) were the owners of the machine)

3) The one where Steve and Dan meet some aliens, steal their time machine
and go back to Earth just before they left it in order to prevent
themselves from leaving.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 14:22:16 GMT
From: dsr@stl.stc.co.uk (D.S.Riches)
Subject: Re: Time Travel TV

In Britain there was also:

   Time Slip
   The Tomorrow People

Dave Riches
T2 West
STC Technology Ltd.
London Road
Harlow, Essex. CM17 9NA.  England
+44 (0)279-429531 x2496
David.S.Riches@stl.stc.co.uk
dsr@stl.stc.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 20:04:59 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu
Subject: Doctor Who

Sad to say Doctor Who is on somewhat of a hiatus.

What has happened is the BBC wants to farm production out to an independent
to cut down on their costs.  As of yet it has not been purchased.
Sylvester and Sophie both feel as if they have probably done their last
episode.

Also Coast to Coast is still taking its sweet time on the movie.  Basically
as far as that is concerned don't believe anything about the movie until
its at a theater near you.

But there is good news - the science fiction channel will have Doctor Who.
They are starting with Hartnell and Troughton.  Eventually they will make
their way to Sylvester.  Right now it is non-exclusive but as Lionheart's
contracts with PBS stations expire eventually it will be an exclusive
contract.

Dave Markfield
ILWN500@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 05:49:26 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan Mathews)
Subject: Re: Doctor Who

ILWN500@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU writes:
> But there is good news - the science fiction channel will have Doctor
> Who.  They are starting with Hartnell and Troughton.  Eventually they
> will make their way to Sylvester.  Right now it is non-exclusive but as
> Lionheart's contracts with PBS stations expire eventually it will be an
> exclusive contract.

Doctor Who will be available ONLY on the SF-Channel, and you call this GOOD
news??!!

PBS kept Dr. Who alive in this country. But I guess that doesn't matter
worth crap to the almighty Lion. They've already squeezed the DWFCA out of
business, haven't they? The Doctor is just money to them.

I don't suppose this wonderful SF-Channel will be a basic service, will it?
Even if it is, too bad for anyone who lives in the sticks (like myself), or
whose cable company doesn't get the channel.

I should have taped the shows while I had the chance...

Ryan Mathews
mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
mathews@sunybcs
{apple,cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 20:37:32 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Time Tunnel

Jacqueline Owens wrote inquiring about the show "Time Tunnel".  A second
poster gave some details as to premise, stars, producer etc.  I seem to
recall the show using outtakes from historical films to create the
background for many of the episodes.  For example, in one episode where the
hero found himself on the Titanic, it looked like they were interspersing
close-ups of him and the 1912 ingenue love interest with distance shots of
icebergs and whatnot from one of the Titanic movies (A Night to
Remember...?).

Incidentally, not too long ago, I picked up a used paperback which turned
out to be a novelization of a Time Tunnel story.  I don't know if it was
based on an actual episode or was, like the Star Trek novels, an original
work based on the show's characters.  I don't have the book with me, but it
had the Time Tunnel crew mixed up in the Mexican War - I think the landing
at Veracruz.

Finally, if any Time Tunnel fans happen to be in New York City (which in
and of itself probably qualifies as a cyberpunk experience) and happens to
visit the South Street Seaport complex, check out the entrance to an office
building at 127 John Street about a block from the seaport.  The entrance
to the building is through a tunnel of consecutive neon rings very
reminiscent of the "time tunnel" of the show.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 23:35:29 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Time Tunnel

cumming@PICA.ARMY.MIL (Robert C. Cumming) said:
> Incidentally, not too long ago, I picked up a used paperback which turned
> out to be a novelization of a Time Tunnel story.  I don't know if it was
> based on an actual episode or was, like the Star Trek novels, an original
> work based on the show's characters.  I don't have the book with me, but
> it had the Time Tunnel crew mixed up in the Mexican War - I think the
> landing at Veracruz.

That would be _The Time Tunnel_, by Murray Leinster.  I vaguely recall
reading it long ago and far away and finding it not very interesting.  By
the way, _The Time Tunnel_, by Murray Leinster should not be confused with
_Time Tunnel_, by Murray Leinster.  They're two separate books, and the
latter has nothing to do with the TV series.  (You would not believe how
much annoyance this caused us at the MIT SF Society before we caught on...)

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 21:07:00 GMT
From: 87034204@dcu.ie (FREDRICK FREAKOWSKI)
Subject: Max Headroom

Yes, Max Headroom was a great series. What killed it off in Britain ( Who's
broadcasts we can pick up in Ireland ) was that Channel 4 used to broadcast
it at 1 am on a Sunday morning and used never even advertise the fact that
it was going to be on. I can't understand this when they show programs like
I Dream Of Jeannie at prime time.

John

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 91 22:05:01 GMT
From: PUGH%CCV.ESNET@ccc.nersc.gov
Subject: The Flash

I read a UPI item some months ago about the Flash.  It said that if the
series caught on (which I suspect that it has) then next season they would
have 6 super villians and a gang up cliffhanger as the finale.  Does anyone
know who the Flash's worst/best 6 opponents are, and/or if there are any
plans to bring them to the screen?  I recall the Weather Wizard and the
Mirror Master, but things changed with the crisis, and my memory is going.
;^)

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 02:17:43 GMT
From: russelrd@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (MattBrockman)
Subject: Re: The Flash

PUGH%CCV.ESNET@CCC.NERSC.GOV writes:
>I read a UPI item some months ago about the Flash.  It said that if the
>series caught on (which I suspect that it has) then next season they would
>have 6 super villians and a gang up cliffhanger as the finale.  Does
>anyone know who the Flash's worst/best 6 opponents are, and/or if there
>are any plans to bring them to the screen?  I recall the Weather Wizard
>and the Mirror Master, but things changed with the crisis, and my memory
>is going. ;^)

There was The Trickster (Mark Hamil)
The 50's TV Master (isn't he dead?)
And (tonight) Pike

Matt

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 91 22:37:23 GMT
From: ut-emx!croft@cs.utexas.edu (John Michael Croft)
Subject: Re: The Flash

PUGH%CCV.ESNET@CCC.NERSC.GOV writes:
>I read a UPI item some months ago about the Flash.  It said that if the
>series caught on (which I suspect that it has) then next season they would
>have 6 super villians and a gang up cliffhanger as the finale.  Does
>anyone know who the Flash's worst/best 6 opponents are, and/or if there
>are any plans to bring them to the screen?  I recall the Weather Wizard
>and the Mirror Master, but things changed with the crisis, and my memory
>is going. ;^)

With a little luck, we can avoid some of the (IMHO) less interesting
gizmovillains and get right to the more complex/dangerous ones.  I'm hoping
to see Vandal Savage and Professor whateveritis (the time travelling man
from the 25th Century who has the Flash's powers.

Croft@emx.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 01:40:11 GMT
From: somersmw@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Matthew Somers)
Subject: Flash

   I think that what you are thinking of might be the Rogue's Gallery.  I
was a group of super villians in the comic book.  I just read the inquiry
about the group of villians that will end the season.  I am thinking off
the top of my head, but I will try to get a complete listing up sometime.

   Here goes:  
      Trickster
      Weather Wizard
      Mirror Master
      Captain Cold
      Heatwave??
      Golden Glider??(sister of Captain Cold)
      Captain Boomerang
      Gorilla Grod??(certainly a major foe)
      Professor Zoom??(the "anti-flash")

   I am not sure if these are the Rogue's Gallery.  But I know that some of
them are.  Also, all of them are arch-villians.

Matt Somers

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 00:47:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (Joseph Nowakowski)
Subject: OtherWorld

   Does anyone remember the show 'OtherWorld'? It was on for only one
season if I remember correctly. I really liked it but I guess not enough
other people did to keep it going. It was produced by the same guy who did
'Miami Vice' I think and had the same dramatic feel about it. Anyone got
any info about it?
   That remindes me, there was a show on when I was about fourteen that had
a similiar premise, can't remember the name. It had a group of people that
walked through some kind of dimensional gate (or other such SF gimmick) and
met others who had vanished in the Triangle too. One of them had a backpack
that contained a machine to travel from dimension to dimension and the
series was about how these people where trying to get back to Earth. Roddy
McDowall was in it. TV SF for 1000$ - what was this show?

Joe Nowakowski
nowako09@sbufva

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 08:33:07 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: OtherWorld

snybufva.BITNET (Joseph Nowakowski) writes:

>Does anyone remember the show 'OtherWorld'? It was on for only one season
>if I remember correctly.  [...]  It was produced by the same guy who did
>'Miami Vice'

Actually, no. It was produced by the same guy (Philip DeGuere) who did THE
TWILIGHT ZONE and SIMON AND SIMON.

>That remindes me...there was a show on when I was about fourteen that had
>a similiar premise, can't remember the name.  [...]

THE FANTASTIC JOURNEY.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 18:07:06 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: OtherWorld

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>NOWAKO09@snybufva.BITNET (Joseph Nowakowski) writes:
>>Does anyone remember the show 'OtherWorld'? It was on for only one season
>>if I remember correctly.  [...]  It was produced by the same guy who did
>>'Miami Vice'
>
>Actually, no. It was produced by the same guy (Philip DeGuere) who did THE
>TWILIGHT ZONE and SIMON AND SIMON.
>
>> That remindes me...there was a show on when I was about fourteen that
>> had a similiar premise, can't remember the name.  [...]
>
>THE FANTASTIC JOURNEY.

I always get the name confused with the Asimov book/movie (or is that
movie/ book? :-) with a similar name (but no other relationship).

Does anyone know if either of these series ever actually concluded?  I know
Fantastic Journey was overhauled between the pilot and the start of the
series.

I know the FJ movie gets some airplay now and then.  Do either of these
series ever turn up in late-nite reruns anywhere?

Has anyone compiled an episode list for either?

Just trying to meet my quota of low-brow SF entertainment. :-)

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu 
CS6FECU@TCSVM 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 91 22:42:23 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: OtherWorld

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
[re: OTHERWORLD and THE FANTASTIC JOURNEY]

>Has anyone compiled an episode list for either?

There are episode guides for these in a book titled THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF TV
SF. Unfortunately, it's been published only in England.

EPI-LOG magazine, the raison d'etre of which is to publish TV show episode
guides, has also done guides for both of these shows. I am loathe to
recommend EPI-LOG due to their blatant plagiarism of other people's work.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 00:08:31 GMT
From: microsoft!lauriec@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Laurie CORRIN)
Subject: Re: OtherWorld

NOWAKO09@snybufva.BITNET (Joseph Nowakowski) writes:
> Does anyone remember the show 'OtherWorld'? It was on for only one season
> if I remember correctly. I really liked it but I guess not enough other
> people did to keep it going.

I enjoyed this show too, as a guilty pleasure.  I really didn't think it
was very good but I loved watching it!  It was around maybe 1984 or 1985
and was about a nice typical American family that wandered into another
world on a trip to Egypt.  They kept trying to find their way out (Can you
say "Gilligan's Island" and a host of other shows?)  and wandered around
all these weird provinces that each had a different twist.  They were
pursued by a military type named something like Krell.  Occasionally they'd
find evidence of an Earth person who'd been there before them, although the
timeline was way off, and they'd try to figure out if/how the person had
gotten back to Earth.

What I remember of the cast:

   father	? (looks like George Segal but isn't)
   mother	Gretchen Corbett (lawyer from Rockford Files)
   daughter	Jonna Lee (sort of busty for the early 80s)
   teenage son	?
   younger son	?
   Krell	the guy who plays the boss on Wiseguy now

Nice to know someone else liked this show!  Does it ever get repeated on
any cable networks anywhere?  (I doubt it; there weren't very many episodes
made.  Definitely not more than one season.)

Laurie

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 19:23:11 GMT
From: ccwwcc@mixcom.com (Lynn-Anne Friese)
Subject: Re: OtherWorld

lauriec@microsoft.UUCP (Laurie CORRIN):
> I enjoyed this show too, as a guilty pleasure.  I really didn't think
> it was very good but I loved watching it!  It was around maybe 1984

January through March 1985, specifically.

> They were pursued by a military type named something like Krell.

Kommander Nuveen Kroll.  He was chasing them because they stole his access
crystal.

> Nice to know someone else liked this show!  Does it ever get repeat on
> any cable networks anywhere?  (I doubt it; there weren't very many

"Otherworld" repeats showed up on the USA network about a year and a half
ago.  Haven't seen it since, though.

Lynn-Anne Friese
mixcom!ccwwcc%uunet.uu.net
ccwwcc@mixcom.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Allen (2 msgs) & Brooks & Brust & Crichton &
                   Duane (2 msgs) & Ellison (5 msgs) & Gibson &
                   Heinlein (2 msgs) & Lanier (2 msgs) &
                   McCaffrey (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 15:22:39 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: The Ring of Charon

   I'm afraid I'm going to disagree with the concensus on this. I found RoC
an example of the 'dull' school of Hard SF.  That's not to say it was
wretched, at least not on the scale of 'The Jupiter Theft' (My favorite for
'how not to write Hard SF'). I am surprised to see it on the recommended
list, though. How does Locus come up wth the list?

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 03:31:06 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Badly written hard SF, was Re: The Ring of Charon

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>I'm afraid I'm going to disagree with the concensus on this. I found RoC
>an example of the 'dull' school of Hard SF.  That's not to say it was
>wretched, at least not on the scale of 'The Jupiter Theft' (My favorite
>for 'how not to write Hard SF').
 
 I haven't read _The Jupiter Theft_, but I did read _Genesis Quest_ and
_Second Genesis_ by the same author (David Moffitt, or some possible
variation on the last name). I use them as perfect examples of hard SF
novels where the author concentrates so hard on the science that he forgets
that there are real live human characters in the book. His alien Nar were
more believable as characters than any of the humans in either book.  In
fact, I had a hard time telling one character from another in _Second
Genesis_. Too bad, because aside from the rotten characterization I find it
an intriguing story.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu (internet)
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 21:50:40 GMT
From: al@iris.claremont.edu (Mike Medlin)
Subject: Scions of Shannara

Could someone please E-MAIL (no posts, please) a quick review of _The
Scions of Shannara_?  I enjoyed the earlier Shannara books, which is all
I've read of Brooks.  I'm not looking for a long, drawn out report, just a
short note.

Thank you for your time.

Michael Medlin
al@iris.claremont.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 21:36:21 GMT
From: dave@soil.gsfc.nasa.gov (David Graham)
Subject: "DO THE JOB": Cowboy Feng's, Brust

Well, I just finished Steven Brust's new novel 

  Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grill

I must say I liked it.  But there were a few things that bothered me.  (I
have worded this carfully to not give too much away for those who have not
yet read the book.)

First, I was confused by the Intermezzos at the end of each chapter.  I did
not figure out how these flashbacks about different charactors fit in until
after the first couple of chapters.

Second, I do not believe Hag's Disease alone was significant to drive Sugar
Bear to do what it was doing.

Third, who Feng was in the end.  I do not think that Billys first person
rendering of the story lead to the end situation.

Overall, the book had some very good points.  I liked the moral issues of
fear and ignorance.  I think the characters had some depth, there was a lot
of depth relative to the number of characters Brust was writing.

Some will find that the 95% book taking place at one time and place to be
boring.  I think that if Feng's had moved more there would have been less
of a chance of character development.

I would recommend it as 7 on a scale of 1(worst) to 10(best) but it is all
relative to your tastes.

Remember "Do the Job".

David W. Graham
NASA/GSFC code 923 (STX)	
Greenbelt, MD 20771
(301) 286-3799
dave@soil.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 20:07:50 GMT
From: khansha@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Mohammed Shahbaz Khan)
Subject: Jurassic Park

 I've read Michael Crichton's Andromeda Strain, Sphere and The Terminal
Man, of which I liked the first two.  I'm thinking of getting his new book
Jurassic Park. But before I blow my money on it, I like to know if it's
worth it and if it's good as Crichton's previous works (no spoilers,
please).

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 03:34:15 GMT
From: angst@batserver.cs.uq.oz.au (Angst)
Subject: The Complete Works of Diane Duane

Does anyone know have a list of the complete works of Diane Duane?

I know only of "The Door Into Fire" and its sequel (whose name escapes me).
The hilarious and well-written introduction to "The Door Into Fire" talks
about the book as though it is a trilogy.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 17:40:19 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: The Complete Works of Diane Duane

This is the list I have, which is up-to-date as far as I know:

Compiled by Garrett Fitzgerald (st902620@brownvm.brown.edu) and Kathy Li
    (shipit!kathy@celerity.fps.com)

Star Trek:
THE WOUNDED SKY
MY ENEMY, MY ALLY
THE ROMULAN WAY (with Peter Morwood)
SPOCK'S WORLD
DOCTOR'S ORDERS
"The Starship Captain's Lament" (Doctor Who/real world crossover on
    Compuserve-no longer available, I think)
DC STAR TREK #24-25,28 (In 28, McCoy wakes up and says "I'm dead, Jim")
ST:TNG episode "Where No One Has Gone Before"
THE KOBAYASHI ALTERNATIVE (computer text adventure from Simon+Schuster)
"Enterprise, Starship"-filksong, partially printed in TWS. (I have the
    complete song--GSF.)

Middle Kingdoms:
THE DOOR INTO FIRE (This comes in two editions-the original book, and a
    rewritten version that fits the series better.  The biggest changes
    are the scene at the Ferry Tavern where the innkeeper talks to Lorn
    about being a king, and later when Lorn explains to Herewiss why
    Arlen is dying. These scenes were inserted in the rewrite.  The
    original has a explanation of the languages, and a bit more
    description. Also, Sunspark is more confused.)
THE DOOR INTO SHADOW
THE DOOR INTO SUNSET (upcoming)
THE DOOR INTO STARLIGHT (upcoming)
"Lior and the Sea" in _Moonsinger's Friends_ (ed. Susan Schwartz)
"Mdaha" (short story, predating and expanding a scene in SHADOW)
    (from Fantasy Book magazine)
"Parting Gifts" in Flashing Swords #5 (ed. Lin Carter)

The "Wizard" Series:
SO YOU WANT TO BE A WIZARD
DEEP WIZARDRY
HIGH WIZARDRY
"Uptown Local" in DRAGONS AND DREAMS (ed. Yolen)

Other:
GUARDIANS OF THE THREE: KEEPER OF THE CITY (with Peter Morwood--listed
    under Bill Fawcett)
THE DREAMERY comic--stories about Prince Ivan. Issues 8 (?) to 14
Three THIEVES' WORLD stories (in 6,7, and 9) (Another upcoming(?))
"Midnight Snack" in _16 Short Stories by Outstanding Authors For Young
    People_ (ed. Gallo)
Story editor + writer for DINOSAUCERS (animated show)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 22:01:52 GMT
From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: Re: Harlan Ellison

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Jeff Rogers) writes:
>Somebody mentioned Harlan Ellison. Love the guy's work.
>
>But why is he so rarely in print?  He seems to be popular enough. When his
>stuff IS printed, it seems to move quickly. And have you ever tried to
>find his stuff in used bookstores? Good luck. People seem to KEEP his
>books and with good reason. But does it then follow that re-issues
>would sell? I know *I*'d like to be able to find more of his stuff.

I don't know. I have found, on rare occasion, copies of his books in used
book stores, but these are usually collector-oriented stores and as such,
Ellison's books have cost me dearly. I always check "E" in the bookstores
to see if any reprints are available, but I'm oft disappointed. I look at
the long "other books by" lists at the beginnings of some of his books with
longing. It seems that there was a lot more available in the early 80s.  I
remember seeing many volumes back then, but I had even less money then than
I do now (seemingly impossible, but true). And most of the recent Ellison
publications have been compliations and compendia of previous work (i.e.,
the _Hornbook_ collection and _The Essential Ellison_). I have only, ever
in my life, seen one copy of _Angry Candy_, a new story collection, which I
bought.

Part of the reason may just be that he is difficult to categorize, and in
this day of extreme pigeon-holing and demographics-guaranteed pre-press
sales, publishers are wary of taking on both the man and his work. Although
most of his writings aren't normal SF [do *not* ask me to elaborate on
that], I'd be surprised if, as in the past, his stuff weren't just called
SF and marketed as such. Has his work gone out of fashion? I hope not. The
SF Book Club offers a small Ellison corpus, but not nearly all I want and
need. But the only older collection that I've seen in stores lately has
been _Deathbird Stories_.  It's nice to know that I'm not the only one
who'd like to see his out-of-print material brought back.

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pittsburgh.edu
tabasko@idis.lis.pittsburgh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 08:59:00 GMT
From: WFL4468@tntech.bitnet (HONORS PROGRAM COMPUTER SPECIALIST)
Subject: Re: Ellison / novels / <was:  ellison>

>   One of the most entertaining afternoons I ever had was at an SF
>convention in the seventies; I walked up to the autograph table with a
>copy of "DOOMSMAN," and asked for H.E.'s autograph, commenting that it was
>the finest thing he'd ever written.
>
>   Talk about free entertainment!  He wasn't about to eviscerate and puree
>me in front of that many witnesses, but the on-the-spot lecture we all got
>on the theory and practice of writing, and how much he'd improved since
>"DOOMSMAN," was positively inspirational.

Well, I walked up to him with a copy of "Doomsman" this summer at a
convention, and he bought it from me!  He said that it had been published
without his permission, having been written in a couple of nights to pay
the rent.  I think my copy was back to back with a Lin Carter novel, and he
was none too pleased about that.

Bill Langston

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 10:45:42 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Ellison / novels / <was:  ellison>

WFL4468@tntech.BITNET writes:
>Well, I walked up to him with a copy of "Doomsman" this summer at a
>convention, and he bought it from me! He said that it had been published
>without his permission, having been written in a couple of nights to pay
>the rent. I think my copy was back to back with a Lin Carter novel, and he
>was none too pleased about that.

The other novella it was bound with (as a Belmont Double, not an Ace
Double) was Lee Hoffman's "Telepower". Your story about Ellison being "none
too pleased" about the stories being Doubled does not jibe with another,
similar story in which Ellison bought the book from the autograph seeker
for $1, tore it in half, and gave the half with the Hoffman novella back to
fan, saying, "Now, *this* is worth reading."

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 22:51:34 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re: Harlan Ellison

Anybody have a list of magazines with Ellison stories in them?  I've found
a few, and was working on a complete list at one time.  If there is the
demand, I'll post what I've got.  (It's not on my computer, so I'd have to
type it in, if I can find the damn thing...)

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 00:40:08 GMT
From: tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu (steve feldon)
Subject: Re: Harlan Ellison

jacowens@acsu.buffalo.edu (jacqueline a owens) writes:
>If you want to find out what is in print of Harlan Ellison try Books in
>Print at your local library or bookstore. Most bookstores will order for
>you anything that is in there. Believe me, if it is in print it will be in
>those books.

Being both an ex-bookseller and an Ellison collector, I can tell you that
it's not that simple.  Most all of Ellison's work is out of print,
currently, since I believe Zebra's effort to reprint his works was put on
indefinite hold.

The only books of Ellison's that were available for order when I tried
about a year ago were The Essential Ellison (recommended) and Sleepless
Nights in the Procrustean Bed.  There may have been one more, and since
then, a couple of new volumes, including the Hornbook have come out.  But
you can not order Paingod, for example.  It's just out of print.

Steve Feldon
tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 21:13:10 GMT
From: sakai@yorick.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Difference Engine

I have just gotten a copy of "Difference Engine" written by W.Gibson &
B.Sterling.  I had been waiting for this book since long ago.  I got it!
It is very interesting that computerized society of Victorian London
described by top runners of cyberpunk, isn't it?  By the way, why was
publishing in U.S.  so delayed from British version?  For Japanese like me,
it is a mystery...

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@rana.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 02:34:49 GMT
From: ma1w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Joseph Andy)
Subject: Kettle Belly Baldwin

I remember hearing that the character of Kettle Belly Baldwin (Friday's
boss in Friday by Heinlein) was used in other stories.  Does anyone know
what the names of these stories were and possibly where I could find them?

Thanks for any info.

Mark J. Andy
5601 Wilkins Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA  15217  
ma1w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 05:14:52 GMT
From: klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Kathy Madison)
Subject: Re: Kettle Belly Baldwin

ma1w+@ANDREW.CMU.EDU (Mark Joseph Andy) writes:
>I remember hearing that the character of Kettle Belly Baldwin (Friday's
>boss in Friday by Heinlein) was used in other stories.  Does anyone know
>what the names of these stories were and possibly where I could find them?

Kettle Belly Balwin is first introduced in a short story called "Gulf" in
the collection _Assignment in Eternity_ (a book of 4 Heinlein stories, 1
other of which is really good, IMHO, the others are ok).

Kathy Madison
klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 16:01:29 GMT
From: jcollins@sal-sun84.usc.edu (James Collins)
Subject: Stanford Lanier

  Is Stanford Lanier still alive???  I finished reading his two Hiero books
the other day and heard there wasn't a third one out, even though you
really get a good impression that there is supposed to be.  Out of boredom
I looked in the bio section and noticed that he was born in 1912.  So if
he's dead I guess we can't expect him to finish up the series...

James

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 19:01:33 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Stanford Lanier

What was the name of the second book?  Hiero's journey was one of my
favorite books of all time in my youth.  Didn't know there was a second
book.

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 17:35:57 GMT
From: k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: Ireta

> Could someone tell me the order of the following books (their internal
> chronology, I mean.)
>   Dinosaur Planet
>   Dinosaur Planet Survivors
>   Sassinak
>   The Death of Sleep
>   Generation Warriors

I haven't yet read Generation Warriors.  Putting an interal chronology is
tricky, as some of the books overlap.  The Death of Sleep begins well
before the other three.  Sassinak begins after Dinosaur Planet Survivors
begins.  Dinosaur Planet ends before Dinosaur Planet Survivors begins.
Dinosaur Planet Survivors, Sassinak, and The Death of Sleep all sort of end
at the same time.

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 07:46:33 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: Ireta

k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao) writes:
> I haven't yet read Generation Warriors.

I won't say don't, but it's incredibly bad.  Well, actually it's like cheap
liquor, the first couple sips are rough, then tolerable as long as your
don't come up for breath.

I could go on and on, but basically it's an example of the sad kind of
collaboration where the result is far below the quality of work either
author is capable of.

You can pretty much see parts which McCaffrey wrote to outline the story
and introduce characters/situations.  I'd assume Moon got pump in the
filler.  At least I think it was Moon, the cover says Elizabeth Moon, while
the title page credits Jodie Lynn Nye and Fawcett & Assoc. owns the
copyright.

Perhaps it might have some value as a Juvenile, certainly in places the
dialog and description seems to have been intentionally written down to a
"juvenile" level.  Unfortunatly, Heinlein demonstrated a long time ago,
that the best juveniles are created, not by writing something "good enough
for juveniles", but rather by writing a damn fine story and leaving out
subjects and language deemed unsuitable for juvenile consumption.

I suppose you can blame it mostly on Jim Baen.  He recently suckered S.M.
Stirling into a package of collaborations and contributions to "created
by's"....

Be interesting to hear what McCaffrey, Nye and Moon have to say about the
project.  I'd suspect (or at least hope) the are heartily sick of the whole
thing.

George Robbins
{uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Myers & Niven (5 msgs) & Simmons (3 msgs) &
                    Tepper & Vinge & Zelazny (2 msgs) &
                    Request Answer & 1990 World Fantasy Awards

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 19:21:14 GMT
From: ternent@WKUVX1 (John Ternent)
Subject: Silverlock

I just finished re-reading (for the umpteenth time) John Myers Myers'
_Silverlock_. I found it as much fun as always, and I think I identified a
couple of characters that I had missed before.

If you haven't read it, _definitely_ pick up a copy! I believe it is
published by Ace.

Anyone else a _Silverlock_ fan?

John Ternent
TERNENT@WKUVX1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 21:38:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Mote in Niven's Eye

   Is the Mote in God's Eye the first book in the CoDominium series?  I
thought it was just Niven working in Pournelle's universe, but it was
published in 1974, three years before A Spaceship for the King, Pournelle's
first solo CoDominium novel.
   So either Pournelle developed the CoDominium in short stories and then
asked Niven for help with a novel, or he and Niven created it and Niven
dropped out, leaving Pournelle to write novels on his own.
   Also, is this the furthest point in the CoDominium?  _Mote_ takes place
in 3017; _King David's Spaceship_, _Prince of Mercenaries_ and
_Falkenberg's Legion_ all take place during or just after the CoDominium.
I'm not a Pournelle reader, though.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 03:22:50 GMT
From: chen145@cantva.canterbury.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   Also, is this the furthest point in the CoDominium?  _Mote_ takes place
>in 3017; _King David's Spaceship_, _Prince of Mercenaries_ and
>_Falkenberg's Legion_ all take place during or just after the CoDominium.
>I'm not a

_Mote_ takes place at the same time as _King David's SpaceShip_ during the
period of reconstruction after the fall of the first empire. There are a
number of references in _KDS_ to happenings beyond the Coal Sack and the
naval fleet being assembled there.

Andrew Fletcher                      
Department of Chem. & Process Eng.
University of Canterbury
Christchurch, N.Z.
A.Fletcher%canterbury.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 04:55:37 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (David M. Meyer)
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>So either Pournelle developed the CoDominium in short stories and then
>asked Niven for help with a novel, or he and Niven created it and Niven
>dropped out, leaving Pournelle to write novels on his own.

Pournelle was writing about the CD long before Niven came into the act.
What happened is that Niven and Pournelle were collaberating on a novel,
and one of them decided that Pournelle's CoDominium universe would be ideal
for it.  They did a bunch of work inventing the Alderson drive and the
Langston Field and generally tightening up the science part of science
fiction, which is why neither the drive nor the field are specifically
mentioned in anything written before _Mote_.

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
University of Virginia                           
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 08:03:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>Is the Mote in God's Eye the first book in the CoDominium series?

No.

>I thought it was just Niven working in Pournelle's universe,

No, it was *both* of them working in Pournelle's universe.

>but it was published in 1974, three years before A Spaceship for the King,
>Pournelle's first solo CoDominium novel.

No, it was published three years before KING DAVID'S SPACESHIP, which was a
revised edition of A SPACESHIP FOR THE KING, which was published in 1973,
one year *before* MOTE.

Incidentally, WEST OF HONOR and THE MERCENARY were also both published
prior to KING DAVID'S SPACESHIP.

>So either Pournelle developed the CoDominium in short stories and then
>asked Niven for help with a novel,

That's correct. Pournelle was writing CoDominium stories (generally about
John Christian Falkenberg) as early as 1971.

>Also, is this the furthest point in the CoDominium? _Mote_ takes place in
>3017; _King David's Spaceship_, _Prince of Mercenaries_ and _Falkenberg's
>Legion_ all take place during or just after the CoDominium. I'm not a
>Pournelle reader, though.

As far as I know, MOTE is the furthest point in the series, but I gave up
on Pournelle some time back.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 12:47:50 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

I was reading _N-Space_ last night, and this evening, and read all about
how Mote was designed in Pournelle's universe, and how Niven and Pournelle
had disagreements about certain aspects of the book.  Pournelle himself
talks for pages and pages about the political side of the CoDominium, and
the -clues- in Mote.

I also read that Niven was indeed the person entitled 'Speaker to Seafood',
and so Nathenial Reynolds in Footfall is in fact meant to be Niven. Harry
Reddington is also mentioned. N-Space is interesting, if only that it
highlights how incestuous SF people are. :-).

Disclaimer: I really do enjoy most of Niven's work - even the books that he
co-authors with Pournelle and Barnes, so I'm not _really_ picking on him.
Besides, who am I to pick on someone as good as Niven!

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.oz

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 18:29:58 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: Dan Simmons, HYPERION / THE FALL OF HYPERION

Marshall L. Buhl (marshall@wind55.seri.gov) writes:
> I was kind of pissed when I got to the end of the first book and NOTHING
> was resolved.  I'm glad I didn't have to wait to read FoH.  I thought of
> Hyperion more as a series of short stories than a novel.  

  I agreed.  I read HYPERION in trade paperback when I first saw it at the
store, and though I really enjoyed the stories, I couldn't make sense of
the whole.  It seemed to end in what I would describe as a 'Yellow brick
road' feel, but without any sort of resolution.  Everything was set up for
the action to begin, and the book ended with a resounding 'well, let's do
it' that made me wonder what I spent my money on.  When THE FALL OF
HYPERION came out, I was hesitant to buy it, but found that it was well
worth it once I got into the book; I really wish the publisher had simply
published a two volume set all at once and said 'yes, it's big, but it's
good.'

  I don't care so much that Simmons writes more in the Hegemony universe; I
think he's made his point very well and concluded the books marvelously.
More SF from Simmons, though, I would grab up in an instant.  I might even
pick up his new one, SUMMER OF NIGHT, though I'm not a horror reader at
all.  (Has anyone on the list read this yet?  Comments?)

Michael Rawdon (rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu) writes:
> Well, I think there is some similarity there, but I think you have to
> stretch it for it to REALLY fall in place.  After all, they DID have the
> ability to travel between the stars without the farcasters, albeit less
> efficiently, and so the isolation would have been far from total (except

  Perhaps that isn't really stretching it, though.  The primary idea in the
Tower of Babel story is that people *could* communicate, just not as easily
- - the point was that they needed to try.  Gestures were something they
weren't used to, but they were there.  In H/FoH, there was a way to travel
through interstellar space, but they were used to something easier.  Now
they have to either get used to it or learn something new.  I find the
analogy excellent.

Fred L. Drake, Jr. 
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library 
302A Cowgill Hall 
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 13:51:07 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons, HYPERION / THE FALL OF HYPERION

ARCHSLID@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.") writes:
>   I don't care so much that Simmons writes more in the Hegemony universe;
> I think he's made his point very well and concluded the books
> marvelously.  More SF from Simmons, though, I would grab up in an
> instant.  I might even pick up his new one, SUMMER OF NIGHT, though I'm
> not a horror reader at all.  (Has anyone on the list read this yet?
> Comments?)

_Summer of Night_ is plotted as a standard King/Koontz (remember when he
wrote SF?) type horror novel.  Carrion Comfort (to hell with _'s) didn't
fit that bill.  But- SoN was written with such skill that it is a very good
read, even with the common plot.  Read it.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 18:43:44 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: Dan Simmons, SUMMER OF NIGHT

Thomas L. Talley <greyfire@ecst.csuchico.edu> writes:
> Yes I stayed up until 2:00am last nite finishing Summer of Night this is
> a very good book.  Be warned he is not afraid to kill off major
> characters.  What is interesting is that the book builds a feeling of
> horror and dread slowly.  And Simmons does not go for cheap horro

  Well, a couple of people have replied to my question about SUMMER OF
NIGHT and let me know that they enjoyed it; thanks for the responses!
  What I guess I'm most interested in knowing is whether it's a
'supernatural' type of horror story or more a 'slasher' sort, with an
explanation that makes sense in the world as we (scientifically) know it or
a monster-type thing.  The main reason I'm interested in this is that both
myself and my ladyfriend are much more likely to read something with a
supernatural basis than blood and guts gore or monster-movie material.

Fred L. Drake, Jr. 
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library 
302A Cowgill Hall 
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 18:02:51 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Raising the Stones

Sherri Tepper's latest book, "Raising the Stones", is her best in several
years, though not her all-time best.

The focus is on religion, and we are shown a number of options.  Voorstod
combines the least attractive features of fundamentalist Islam and South
African fundamentalism: God created slaves to do the work, women as
chattel, and men to walk around wielding whips, amputating limbs, and
killing as their fancy dictates.  (Tepper loses some points, in my opinion,
for lack of imagination here.)

The High Baidee, of whom we see much less, represent one of religious
history's perennial tragic farces - an initially vital revelation which
has been theologized to death.

It is Hobbs Land which raises the interesting questions - a dull agrarian
society which has gotten itself a tangible god.  A number of questions that
were implicit in the Jinian Footseer trilogy are made explicit here: What
is a god?  Does a god have to be supernatural to be a god?  If I were to
walk into a primitive village armed with a sufficiently advanced technology
and start performing miracles, healing the ill, etc., in what sense would I
not be a god?  What is free will?  If people can do what they wish, but
refrain from certain actions because they are made to "know better", do
they have free will?  Does the answer change if those who *ignore* the
"knowing" find themselves dead?

The first third of this book was hard to get through: Too many unlikeable
characters, more than anything else.  Good writing and thought-provoking
questions kept me reading, but I was never able to care much about any of
the characters.  The book has a Machina ex Deus ending, which is not
inappropriate for this book.  It also leaves unanswered the question of
whether the ending represents triumph or disaster.  Which is also
appropriate for this book.

A well-written book, in short, which engages the mind but not the heart.
Well worth reading, but I don't see myself rereading it.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 21:37:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

psrc@cbnewsl.att.com (Paul S. R. Chisholm) writes:
>I've always been a fan of her earlier short fiction.  In particular,
>"Fireship" covers some of the cyberpunk territory in ways that the punks
>never have; it's an overlooked classic of computing SF.  I once tried to
>write an SF story based on the '60's top forty tune "Brandy"; Vinge
>succeeded, wonderfully.  The "Heaven's Belt" stories anticipate some of
>what Niven did with the Smoke Ring, or Sterling (?) did with SCHISMATRIX.
>SNOW QUEEN rubbed me absolutely the wrong way; WORLD'S END (strongly
>influenced by Conrad's HEART OF DARKNESS) enthralled me.  I haven't read
>PSION or CATSPAW.  I'm probably stupid enough to be put off by the
>"juvenile" label.

I hate to mention it, but _Psion_ is definitly not a juvenile novel, and
that holds double for _Catspaw_.  In fact, I remember that the Science
Fiction Book Club classified it as containing "strong language or explicit
etc..." and though I liked both, I definitly would not give it to my little
brother to read.

For example, I think _The Snow Queen_ could nearly be classified a
juvenile, inasmuch as it is based on the fairy tale of the same name, and
as opposed to _World's End_, its sequel, is adolescent in perspective
(note: _World's End_ is another that I would not give to young children).

>seems like a good person.  I will completely understand if she's more
>concerned with raising a family than raising her readers' expectations
>but, if anyone hears of any forthcoming stories, please let me know!

I agree with your sentiment, especially since her last contribution was one
that I completely agreed with, but I doubt that is the real issue here,
because I have believe that she has recently written a few film adaptations
(of the type she did for _Ladyhawke_), but I do not remember titles right
now.  And though I liked that movie and thought her adaptation was very
good, I also thought it a waste of her time.  I can think of a lot of
authors I WISH were writing these instead of running off with half-baked
stories.  So as not to offend anybody, I shall refrain from naming names.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 00:55:37 GMT
From: gfletchr@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Gary Fletcher)
Subject: Re: Amber

ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough) writes:
> to get on my nerves with this thing.  When the first book of the new
> series was released, talk was it was going to be a trilogy.  Knowing
> Zelazny's propensity for cliffhanger endings, I waited until all three
> books were out before I bought and read them.  The echoes of my fury at
> running off the edge of the third book will resound throughout the
> universe for centuries.

Roger Zelazny is one of my favorite writers, perhaps even my most favorite.
But to my extreme disappointment, this second Amber series is not only bad
writing, but also a shameless ripoff. The first series, particularly the
second book, was excellent. It's a damn shame to see this pathetic garbage
now forever linked with it. God knows, I don't mean to sound like a censor,
but, take my advice. If you haven't read them, don't.

Gary Fletcher

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 22:53:46 GMT
From: msl@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Mike Leclere)
Subject: Re: Amber series

I have been wondering the same thing myself.  The last one I have seen is
"Knight of Shadows" (lovely name, that ;-).  I hope it is soon, as I know I
will sit up all night to read it.

By the way, I could have sworn I saw Corwin lighting a pipe over the
Chronicle in Golden Gate Park a few weeks back.  Any other sightings?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 12:58:51 GMT
From: adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk (Adrian Hurt)
Subject: Re: Help me find this Short Story, PLEASE!

mok@itsgw.rpi.edu (Mok) writes:
>It is written in the form of interdepartmental memos.  It chronicles the
>evolution of a seven day contract to create a planet, the Earth. The
>names on the memos are those of various angels and the guy in charge has
>a title whose initials are G.O.D. Along the way they run into problems
>which are a direct parody of our beurocracy and safety commisions. [...]

What I've seen isn't a short story, and doesn't quite fit the above
description, but you might like it anyway.  It's a full-size book; "The
Creation Memos", by Geoffrey Atkinson.  As well as memos, there are letters
to and from various firms, such as solicitors, financial consultants and a
pet shop.

Adrian Hurt
UUCP: ..!ukc!cs.hw.ac.uk!adrian
ARPA:   adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 91 13:53:33 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: 1990 World Fantasy Awards

Since I haven't seen this info posted, here it is:

1990 World Fantasy Awards winners (from 3/91 SFBC booklet):

Best Novel: Madouc, Jack Vance
Best Novella: Great Work of Time, John Crowley
Best Short Fiction: The Illusionist, Stephen Millhauser
Best Anthology: The Year's Best Fantasy: Second Annual Collection, ed.
   Ellen Datlow & Terry Windling
Best Collection: Richard Matheson: Collected Stories
Best Artis: Tom Canty
Lifetime Achievement Award: R. A. Lafferty

Congrats to the winners!

Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Brooks (3 msgs) & Brust (4 msgs) & Chalker &
                   Donaldson (2 msgs) & Duane (3 msgs) & Effinger

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 91 17:27:47 GMT
From: ricks@ncrcae.columbia.ncr.com (Rick Silverstein)
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks

TERNENT@wkuvx1.BITNET (John Ternent) writes:
>I just finished reading Terry Brook's _Scions of Shannara_. While I
>thought it was pretty good, I didn't think it was of the caliber of some
>of his other works. However, the recognition of characters and elements
>from the original Shannara books more than made up for it. Any
>comments/opinions?

I am almost half way through and I am enjoying it as much as the others.
Good character development as usual.

>Also, does anyone know when _Druid of Shannara_ will be released in the
>U.S.? I was a little surprised to learn that _Scions_ was released last
>November abroad but was not released until just now in the U.S..

Scions was released in hardback March 1990 and in paperback Feb 1991.  I
just called my local bookstore.  They received Druid in hardback yesterday
and said it takes about a year before it is released in paperback.  I guess
I'll just have to buy the hardback or read the last half of Scions a lot
slower!

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 00:16:39 GMT
From: fskmm3@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: re: Terry Brooks

I just finished _Scions of Shannara_, too.  I agreee that it wsn't quite
the same caliber of the other Shannara books, but I really enjoyed it,
anyway.  I was delighted that Brooks decided to write a new series about
the Shannara family - I love them.  I saw a lot of parallels between
_Scions_ and _Sword_ - especially with Par vs.  Shea and Coll vs. (oh,
bother, what's Shea's brother's name?  Him.)  and I thought it was sort of
neat.  SO I"m waiting impatiently for _Druids_ to come out in paperback,
since I can't afford hardback.  (Very annoying but, very true)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 20:48:45 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: re: Terry Brooks

I just finished (re)reading _Scions of Shannara_ I enjoyed it; I have to
admit, I miss Allanon in a big way, but then, I've missed him since he
died, so this is nothing new.  Cogline is cool, though!  I didn't think
_Scions_ quite matched up to the caliber of the earlier Shannara series,
but it was definitely good enough to bother reading.  (Twice.  :) ) I'm
waiting impatiently for _Druid_ to come out in paperback - it's just been
released in hardback.  Which means six months (minimum)
wait.  AAAAAAAARRRGH!

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 02:16:31 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: "DO THE JOB": Cowboy Feng's, Brust

dave@soil.gsfc.nasa.gov (David Graham) writes:
>First, I was confused by the Intermezzos at the end of each chapter.  I
>did not figure out how these flashbacks about different charactors fit in
>until after the first couple of chapters.

Brust does this in almost all of his books, with To Reign in Hell being the
only exception that springs to my mind. The fairy tales in The Sun, the
Moon, and the Stars, and Brokedown Palace, the spell in whichever of the
Vlad books (the one where they go to Deathsgate), and so on. He throws in a
shift of some sort, which may or may not mean something, but keeps you
wondering.

>Second, I do not believe Hag's Disease alone was significant to drive
>Sugar Bear to do what it was doing.

Hey, remember when the LaRouchies wanted to quarantine everyone with AIDS?
Lots of people thought it was a good idea.  I think it could happen.

>Some will find that the 95% book taking place at one time and place to be
>boring.  I think that if Feng's had moved more there would have been less
>of a chance of character development.

I dont think so. That kind of jumping every which way would not only be
distracting - new characters coming in and out, no real continuity but, it
would have ruined the effect of the story. Consider what caused the jumps;
if that happened more than once in the story, it would completely lose its
effect. The book wasn't meant to be about the gang's adventures in the
future, getting into trouble and then charming their enemies with Irish
music, it's a bit more involved than that.

>I would recommed it as 7 on a scale of 1(worst) to 10(best) but it is all
>relative to your tastes.

I'd put it right around there. It's not Brust's best, but it's much better
than a lot of what's out there.  

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 14:45:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Subject: Cowboy Feng's (maybe slight spoilers)

I am of the opinion that Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grill is supposed to
be work to figure out (something I *intensely* approve of!), and also that
Hag's disease is plenty of motivation for Sugar Bear, if the people therein
are, as portrayed, enough afraid of dying.

The intersticial bits do, IMHO, a wonderful job of explaining how the
characters got where they are, both in terms of their state of mind and how
they wound up in Feng's, and it's explanation by showing the reader, not
telling the reader (yay!!)

Does anyone out there get the 'Grand Bannana' joke?  There almost *has* to
be a reference for it, but damn if I know.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 01:42:33 GMT
From: edwardlo@sal-sun20.usc.edu (Edward Lopez)
Subject: _Cowboy Feng's_: Etymology of HAGS, negative review.

Actually 'HAGS' comes from a fairly tasteless joke. (I heard the joke years
before _Cowboy Feng's_ was out).

A man was feeling really terrible, so he went in for a complete physical.

The doctor had bad news. "I'm afraid you've got HAGS disease."

"'HAGS'?"

"Herpes, AIDS, Gonorrhea and Syphillis."

"Can anything be done?"

"Well, we're going to put you on a special diet of pizza, fish, and
sliced cheese."

"Will that help?"

"No, but it's what'll fit under the door." Ba dum bum.

I thought it pretty odd that Brust would lift the word from the joke for
his book. The friend from whom I borrowed the book was actually offended.
(Yes, we're assuming Brust's use stems from the joke though we have no
direct evidence of this.)

Spoilers follow in the promised 'negative review':

I'm frankly surprised by all this praise for _Feng's_. I found it to be,
well, dumb. The characters continually behaved unbelievably, especially the
"bad guys". Now let me get this straight. You've got a secret society
that's so paranoid about quarantining HAGS disease that they continue to
vacate planets and nuke them behind them. Fine. Now you've got a member of
this society who sleeps with an outsider? Okay, fine, people in love do
strange things. Her superiors find out about it and maintain her in their
group and trust after some tests.  And though they have an incredible
irrational hatred for the disease and its carriers or potential carriers,
they trust these tests. Though their leader is so completely medically
ignorant about the disease, he's bluffed with a character's spur of the
moment claim that goats were carriers. Survey says: BZZZT!

If I hadn't heard so much good about Brust's other books from people whose
opinion I respect, I'd've been inclined to not pick up another of his books
after _Feng's_. It just plain didn't hold together.

Zed
edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 00:35:30 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch)
Subject: Re: Cowboy Feng's (maybe slight spoilers)

I was under the impression that the Hag's disease was an obvious allegory
for AIDS and the whole book was an indictment of Linden LaRouche and the
way that certain members of our society wish to put AIDS victims into
isolation-like leper colonies to prevent the "rest of us" from "infection."
In that way I thought that the book was a very well done social commentary.

Besides, Brust always writes well.  Very well.

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu 
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 22:11:27 GMT
From: bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt)
Subject: Quintara Marathon (next book?)

Just wondering if anyone has any info on when the next book in the
Quintara(sp) Marathon, by Jack Chalker, was going to be released?  I have
been away for awhile so please forgive me if this has been discussed.
Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 21:13:20 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

Acutally, Donaldson's _Mirror of Her Dreams_ and _A Man Rides Through_ were
good stories.  I totally agree with your opinion of the Unbeliever series.
I think I read all of them, in hopes that SOMETHING I liked would happen -
no go.  But someday, perhaps :) you might consider the other two.  I
enjoyed them.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 04:11:38 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>Acutally, Donaldson's _Mirror of Her Dreams_ and _A Man Rides Through_
>were good stories.  I totally agree with your opinion of the Unbeliever
>series.  I think I read all of them, in hopes that SOMETHING I liked would
>happen - no go.  But someday, perhaps :) you might consider the other two.
>I enjoyed them.

An even better suggestion is _Daughter of Regals_, a compilation of short
stories.  You can read just the short ones, if you like.  The stories
"Animal Lover" and "Unworthy of the Angel" are definitely worth checking
out.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 21:49:25 GMT
From: SAREK@brownvm.brown.edu (Garrett Fitzgerald)
Subject: Diane Duane

Geez, it's nice to see people are paying attention to you! :-) Here's the
latest version of that list:

Compiled by Garrett Fitzgerald (Sarek@brownvm.brown.edu) and Kathy Li
    (Kathy@fps.com)

Star Trek:
THE WOUNDED SKY
MY ENEMY, MY ALLY
THE ROMULAN WAY (with Peter Morwood)
SPOCK'S WORLD
"The Starship Captain's Lament" (Doctor Who/real world crossover on
    Compuserve-no longer available, I think)
DC STAR TREK #24-25,28 (In 28, McCoy wakes up and says "I'm dead, Jim")
ST:TNG episode "Where No One Has Gone Before"
THE KOBAYASHI ALTERNATIVE (computer text adventure from Simon+Schuster)
"Enterprise, Starship"-filksong, partially printed in TWS. (I have the
    complete song - GSF.)

Middle Kingdoms:
THE DOOR INTO FIRE (This comes in two editions-the original book, and a
    rewritten version that fits the series better.  The biggest changes
    are the scene at the Ferry Tavern where the innkeeper talks to Lorn
    about being a king, and later when Lorn explains to Herewiss why
    Arlen is dying. These scenes were inserted in the rewrite.  The
    original has a explanation of the languages, and a bit more
    description. Also, Sunspark is more confused.)
THE DOOR INTO SHADOW
THE DOOR INTO SUNSET (upcoming)
THE DOOR INTO STARLIGHT (upcoming)
"Lior and the Sea" in _Moonsinger's Friends_ (ed. Susan Schwartz)
"Mdaha" (short story, predating and expanding a scene in SHADOW)
    (from Fantasy Book magazine)
"Parting Gifts" in Flashing Swords #5 (ed. Lin Carter)

The "Wizard" Series:
SO YOU WANT TO BE A WIZARD
DEEP WIZARDRY
HIGH WIZARDRY (upcoming)
WIZARDS ABROAD (?) (upcoming)
"Uptown Local" in DRAGONS AND DREAMS (ed. Yolen)

Other:
GUARDIANS OF THE THREE: KEEPER OF THE CITY (with Peter Morwood - listed
    under Bill Fawcett)
THE DREAMERY comic - stories about Prince Ivan. Issues 8 (?) to 14
Three THIEVES' WORLD stories (in 6,7, and 9) (Another upcoming(?))
"Midnight Snack" in _16 Short Stories by Outstanding Authors For Young
    People_ (ed. Gallo)
Story editor + writer for DINOSAUCERS (animated show)

From: JWenn.ESAE@Xerox.COM

"Meetings on the Stair", in BALTICON PROGRAM BOOK, the official proceedings
of Balticon, (the Baltimore Area SF Convention), April 20-22, 1984, Hunt
Valley, MD.  Essay.

DRAGONFLIGHT (with Anne McCaffrey): screenplay for full-length animated
feature: for Tercel Inc., (independent producers), Los Angeles, August
1984.

For HANNA-BARBERA PRODUCTIONS, 1979-present:

Scooby-Doo, "The Hairy Scare of the Devil-Bear", one other

Captain Caveman, "Mr. Big", "Blotto", one other

Space Ghost, "Prisoners of Space"

Fonz and the Happy Days Gang, "Kelp!", "Fjords and Sorcery", "All This and
Timbuktu", two others

Laverne and Shirley in the Army, "Tokyo-Ho-Ho", one other

Biskitts, "Turnaround Hound"

For SUNBOW PRODUCTIONS, 1985-present:  Glofriends, "The Masterpiece"

For FILMATION STUDIOS, 1982, 1983 - staff writer:  development work for
new series:  story, "Secret of Avion Mountain" episode of He-Man & Masters
of the Universe

For UNIVERSAL STUDIOS, 1980 - consultant: development work for multimedia
presentation ("Riding the Torch")

Graphics/Cartography:

For MOONSTAR ODYSSEY, David Gerrold, Signet/NAL Books, 1979:
For KING DAVID'S SPACESHIP, Jerry Pournelle, Bantam Books, 1982:
For THE RINGWORLD ENGINEERS, Larry Niven, Del Rey Books, 1983:
For MEDEA: HARLAN'S WORLD, Harlan Ellison et al, Bantam/Spectra Books, 1985

And here's some old bibliographic notes I have (current about 1986)

Born 5/18/52, Manhattan, NYC.  Raised (1952-1971) in Roosevelt (L.I.), NY.
Attended high school at Roosevelt Senior High, graduated 1970: attended
college at Dowling College (Oakdale NY), studying astronomy, astrophysics;
then attended Pilgrim State Hospital School of Nursing (Brentwood NY).
Graduated 1974 as registered nurse.  Practiced as staff psychiatric nurse
(one-to-one therapy) at Payne Whitney Psychiatric Clinic of New York
Hospital/Cornell Medical Center, NYC, 1974-76.  Relocated to California as
writer's assistant, 1976-78.  First novel sale, 1977: first screen sale,
1979.  Now working full time as freelance novelist and screenwriter, on
both coasts.  Listed in Who's Who of American Women and Who's Who In The
East.  Assistant System Operator, Science Fiction and Fantasy Forum,
CompuServe (national/international computer information service and
network).  Member of the Frederick Lewis Allen Memorial Room [for writers]
at The Research Libraries of New York Public Library.

Hope this helps.

John

p.s. Her middle name is Elizabeth

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 17:22:20 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Diane Duane

lhb6v@faraday.clas.Virginia.EDU (Laura Hayes Burchard) writes:
>SAREK@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Garrett Fitzgerald) writes:
>>THE DOOR INTO SUNSET (upcoming)
>>THE DOOR INTO STARLIGHT (upcoming)
>
>Ha!  They've been 'upcoming' for about five years now.  I despair of ever
>seeing them...

It's really a shame. I think she missed a bet with this series. I mean, I
read the first one and was an instant fan, buy-on-sight (I don't do that
very frequently). Then I spend several years patiently checking bookstores
monthly to see if anything has come out. Eventually I give up. Then the
second one comes out.

Maybe the other stuff she's been doing has been very soul and financially
rewarding, but it just seems that she could have built a huge following of
fantasy fans if she'd just kept doing fantasy novels every now and then (So
You Want to be a Wizard was ok, but it *was* a children's book).

I've met two kinds of people in this regard: dedicated fans of hers, like
me, and the much larger numbers who've never heard of her. (Maybe she has a
Trek following, I wouldn't know about that side of the world.)

I can't figure out if it's that she doesn't like adult fantasy enough to do
much of it, or if she's got golden handcuffs from other work, or if she
just doesn't realize that her dedicated "cult" following could turn into
major success if she'd just follow up.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 18:27:44 GMT
From: tkogoma@hydra.unm.edu (Gym Z. Quirk)
Subject: Re: Diane Duane

doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt) writes:
>I've met two kinds of people in this regard: dedicated fans of hers, like
>me, and the much larger numbers who've never heard of her. (Maybe she has
>a Trek following, I wouldn't know about that side of the world.)

I was a "buy on sight" reader of Duane's Star Trek Novels after she proved
her consistency with _My Enemy, My Ally_.  (I Enjoyed _The Wounded Sky_,
but I tend to be cautious about Star Trek Novels: The quality can vary
extensively from book to book even when written by the same author!)
Unfortunately, she has since declared that she will never write another
Star Trek novel due to the severe restrictions being handed down from
Paramount and Roddenberry's staff.  A pity.  She wrote the most
consistently good Star Trek novels in the series.

I have also enjoyed her other works (those that I could find, that is).  It
took my five or so years to find a worn copy of _Door Into Fire_ at the
local used book store.

tkogoma@triton.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 02:33:59 GMT
From: vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew)
Subject: Effinger - The Exile Kiss?

Has George Alec Effinger's "The Exile Kiss" been published yet? My copy of
"The Fire in the Sun" said it was due out in August 1990 but I haven't seen
any sign of it.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Ellison (3 msgs) & Gibson & Haldeman &
                      Henderson & Hinz (2 msgs) & Moffitt &
                      Moran (2 msgs) & Simmons (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 21:35:19 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Harlan Ellison

tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu (Steve Feldon) writes:
>The only books of Ellison's that were available for order when I tried
>about a year ago were The Essential Ellison (recommended) and Sleepless
>Nights in the Procrustean Bed.  There may have been one more, and since
>then, a couple of new volumes, including the Hornbook have come out.  But
>you can not order Paingod, for example.  It's just out of print.

Currently available, to the best of my knowledge:

ESSENTIAL ELLISON - unless they've run out of it again.  Second the
   recommendation.
HARLAN ELLISON'S WATCHING - movie criticism
HARLAN ELLISON'S HORNBOOK - random opinion columns
WITH AN EDGE IN MY VOICE - more random opinion columns, 2nd edition.
   Recommended. 
DEATHBIRD STORIES - small pb.  Probably his best collection.
ANGRY CANDY - large pb

If SLEEPLESS NIGHTS... is still available, add that.

Also, I believe some of his books are available in GB, but I'm not sure.

Best bet for Ellison books is haunt, haunt, haunt those used bookstores.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 10:02:00 GMT
From: WFL4468@tntech.bitnet (HONORS PROGRAM COMPUTER SPECIALIST)
Subject: Re: Ellison

In response to my post:
>>Well, I walked up to him [Ellison] with a copy of "Doomsman" this summer
>>at a convention, and he bought it from me! He said that it had been
>>published without his permission, having been written in a couple of
>>nights to pay the rent. I think my copy was back to back with a Lin
>>Carter novel, and he was none too pleased about that.

boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>The other novella it was bound with (as a Belmont Double, not an Ace
>Double) was Lee Hoffman's "Telepower". Your story about Ellison being
>"none too pleased" about the stories being Doubled does not jibe with
>another, similar story in which Ellison bought the book from the autograph
>seeker for $1, tore it in half, and gave the half with the Hoffman novella
>back to fan, saying, "Now, *this* is worth reading."

We must be talking about different books here.  I had just scrounged the
book from a used book store a couple of days before the convention, so I
didn't get a chance to read it.  I am almost positive that the title was
"Doomsman", and I remember (relatively well) that it was back to back with
something by Lin Carter.  Trust me on this one - I wasn't hallucinating.
He definitely didn't care for being back to back with Lin Carter.  In fact,
I think the exact quote was "...and back to back with Lin Carter, of all
people...".
   Has anyone heard of this book, or was I dreaming?!  If it helps, he said
that this particular one was published without his permission.
   I got $2, but he kept the whole book.

Bill Langston
bitnet%"WFL4468@TNTECH"

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 03:14:31 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Ellison / novels / <was:  ellison>

WFL4468@tntech.BITNET writes:
>>The other novella it was bound with (as a Belmont Double, not an Ace
>>Double) was Lee Hoffman's "Telepower". [...]
>
>We must be talking about different books here. I had just scrounged the
>book from a used book store a couple of days before the convention, so I
>didn't get a chance to read it. I am almost positive that the title was
>"Doomsman", and I remember (relatively well) that it was back to back with
>something by Lin Carter. Trust me on this one - I wasn't hallucinating. He
>definitely didn't care for being back to back with Lin Carter.  [...]  Has
>anyone heard of this book, or was I dreaming?! If it helps, he said that
>this particular one was published without his permission.

We are both correct. I checked, and there were *two* Belmont Double
editions of "Doomsman". The first (which I own a copy of) was indeed
doubled up with "Telepower" by Lee Hoffman, and was published in 1967.
There was a second edition (which I don't have a copy of) in 1972, and it
was paired with Lin Carter's "The Thief of Thoth" (try saying that five
times fast...).

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)

boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 06:39:07 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: _Count Zero_...

I just finished reading William Gibson's _CZ_ not too long ago. I liked it,
but to be honest, I had a really hard tine following it. Could somebody
email with a synopsis, just so I can get a better idea of what exactly was
going on? I had the same problem with _Neuromancer_, but _Count Zero_ was a
tad harder to follow...

Richard Barrett
18004 146th Ave NE
Woodinville, WA 98072
(206)487-1312
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 01:08:38 GMT
From: palmerp@galois.math.orst.edu (Paul A. Palmer)
Subject: Joe Haldeman

Does anyone have a bibliography for Joe Haldeman. Today, while browsing my
local used bookstore, I picked up "Buying Time" and "Worlds Apart". I seem
to remember that there is a trilogy called something like "worlds" (or the
"worlds trilogy"), but neither of these two books mentions anything about a
trilogy. I'd hate to read one and then find that I'd read the last volume
of a trilogy (this has happened to me before).  Thanks for any help.

Paul Palmer
Department of Mathematics     	
Kidder Hall 368
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon 97331-4605
palmerp@math.orst.edu

[Moderator's Note: There is a bibliography of Joe Haldeman in the Sf-Lovers
archives on elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The filename is:
   pub/sfl/authorlists/Haldeman.Joe 
and it is available for anonymous ftp.]

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 22:03:33 GMT
From: mkr@morgan.com (Mike Rosenberg)
Subject: story request: Zenna Henderson

I am interested in obtaining a COMPLETE list of all the "People" stories
Zenna Henderson ever wrote. I am currently aware of the two collections
Pilgrmage, and No Different Flesh. I am also aware of a story in the
collection Holding Wonder. If there are more stories, either collected or
uncollected, I would like to find out about them. Can anyone out there
help?

Thanks.

Mike Rosenberg
mkr@morgan.com

[Moderator's Note: There is a bibliography of Zenna Henderson in the
Sf-Lovers archives on elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The filename is:
   pub/sfl/authorlists/Henderson.Zenna
and it is available for anonymous ftp.]

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 18:27:09 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Chris Hinz

One of the best books I have read in recent years is Hinz's _Liege Killer_.
Its sequel _Ash Ock_ is good, but falls victim to the Zelazny Syndrome
(ending in the middle of the story.) I read it in hardcover and do not
think a paperback has been released (can anyone confirm?). I have heard
that the third book is due out this summer.

Question: Did _Liege Killer_ receive award considerations?

Question: Aside from stupid covers, why aren't these books more popular?

Question: Can anyone send me a list of other 'sleeper' hits?

Brady Daniels

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 03:49:33 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Chris Hinz

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
>One of the best books I have read in recent years is Hinz's _Liege
>Killer_.  Its sequel _Ash Ock_ is good, but falls victim to the Zelazny
>Syndrome (ending in the middle of the story.) I read it in hardcover and
>do not think a paperback has been released (can anyone confirm?). I have
>heard that the third book is due out this summer.

'Ash Ock' IS available in paperback (Methuen Papaerbacks). The third book
is due for release about May, I believe. It's called 'Paratwa'.

>Question: Did _Liege Killer_ receive award considerations?

Not that I know of.

>Question: Aside from stupid covers, why aren't these books more popular?

It might just be due to the stupid (you've got to see them) covers. Killed
many a good book.

>Question: Can anyone send me a list of other 'sleeper' hits?

Me too, please.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 15:41:45 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Badly written hard SF, was Re: The Ring of Charon

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:

[My pan of 'Ring of Charon' in which I libel 'The Jupiter Theft' deleted]

> I haven't read _The Jupiter Theft_, but I did read _Genesis Quest_ and
>_Second Genesis_ by the same author (David Moffitt, or some possible
>variation on the last name). I use them as perfect examples of hard SF
>novels where the author concentrates so hard on the science that he
>forgets that there are real live human characters in the book. His alien
>Nar were more believable as characters than any of the humans in either
>book - in fact, I had a hard time telling one character from another in
>_Second Genesis_. Too bad, because aside from the rotten characterization
>I find it an intriguing story.

Some of the delightful highlights from TJT:

   Moffitt knew about relativistic effects, but he didn't know how to
handle those effects on acceleration, so given a 1 gravity drive, you could
in his novel reach speeds arbitrarily close to C in about a year.

   The aliens use photon drives to scoot around, even on their little
one-being 'broomsticks'. The power output of a photon drive is pretty
obscene, so every time these people do a ship to ship jaunt, they should
have evaporated large parts of the origin and destination.

   Moffitt has a nifty way of using a gas giant and a moon to provide fuel
and shielding for his interstellar travel. Alas, he screwed up his orbital
mechanics, so his ships either are not protected for a fraction of each
orbit, or they fall out of orbit onto the moon's surface. Whoops.

   He got the forms of hard SF down, without managing to include the
content of hard SF.

James Nicoll			

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 23:18:44 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Moran / "THE RING"

david@bcars271.uucp writes:
> I'm looking for a particular book by Daniel Keys Moran.  I love this
> guy's style and stories.  The book that I'm looking for is called 'The
> Ring'.  It was to be made into a movie, but it just never got started.
> 'The Ring' has never been released in Canada, and I can't seem to find
> anyone that can order the book.  What I need is for some kind soul to
> point me to someone who can order or send it up to me.  PLEASE help me,
> as I desperately want to have a complete collection of Moran's books.
> Thanks go to whoever helps me out. 

Speaking as an unregenerate Moran fan who's been watching hard for
*ANY*dangthing with his name on it down here, I haven't seen "THE RING"
yet.  Last new book I saw with his name on it was "THE LONG RUN."

I have, of course, seen the ads in the backs of various books.  Has
*anyone* seen "THE RING" by D.K. Moran?
 
Moran's three earlier novels are all highly recommended; he's a student of
the field, technically literate, and has a writing style that seems to
derive from Heinlein by way of Sturgeon and H.S. Thompson; there is
occasionally a strong flavor of Zelazny or Gibson, as well.  But he's not
being imitative, he's being protean, matching to his material and subject.
If he doesn't go ape and start just churning them out to make the house
payments (with his talent, he could do that, and be just another Piers
Anthony, sad to say) his books will continue to be some of the most
competent and recommendable hard SF around.  IMEO.

Earlier books, *HIGHLY* recommended: 
 
ARMAGEDDON BLUES   (read and weep; this was the guy's *first* published
                     novel, and most pro's never get this good.)
 
EMERALD EYES       first in a projected cycle of thirty-odd books;
THE LONG RUN       second in the cycle.

Moran says in an afterward to "THE LONG RUN" that his long cycle, "The
Continuing Time," grew out of story conceptions he started working on and
organizing at age twelve, and that it's been over a decade in development.
There is so dang much stuff built into his universe that makes good,
coherent sense, and so much just plain FUN, that I keep wondering what
direction the field would have taken if he'd been around in the sixties, to
head off the "new wave" booshwah by showing how to do it *right*.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 14:54:15 GMT
From: meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner)
Subject: Re: Moran / "THE RING"

I'vew got a copy of THE RING at home in hardcover.  It's a novelization of
(probably never-released) science-fiction movie version of the Ring Cycle,
linked a bit (probably by the author w/o knowledge of the film's producer)
to the rest of Moran's universe.  It's a real book, but probably pretty
rare since Bantam/Doubleday (can't remember which arm of the Octopus it
came from) doesn't usually print too many hardcover copies of a book.  It
came out a couple of years ago.

Good book, but only necessary for dedicated Moran fans.

Ken Meltsner
GE Research and Development Center
P.O. Box 8, Room K1/MB207	  
Schenectady, NY 12301             
(518) 387-6391
meltsner@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 19:21:13 GMT
From: goathunter@WKUVX1 ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: HYPERION and FALL OF HYPERION -- One book or two?

The new issue of "Midnight Grafitti" magazine has an interview with Dan
Simmons (doesn't everybody these days?).  When asked if HYPERION and FALL
OF HYPERION were supposed to be one book, he mentioned that he'd like to
have seen them that way, but because of the problems getting CARRION
COMFORT published (it sat for well over a year waiting for a publisher), he
understood why it was two.  He did say that the cover copy for HYPERION
originally stated that it was the first of two books, but the publisher
changed the copy for the final edition.  He said he felt readers were
justifiably angry about it.

The magazine's at home - I'm dredging from memory

Hunter Goatley
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 12:20:12 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

kcr@rushforth.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin Rushforth) writes:
> As others have mentioned, I feel that "Hyperion" stands on its own merits
> as one of the finest SF novels ever written.  To be sure, it cried out
> for a sequel, but it didn't feel like half of a long book which was
> arbitrarily cut into two pieces (see "Mordant's Need" by Stephen R.
> Donaldson for a sample of one book split in two).  For one thing the
> "Hyperion" is essentially a collection of related short stories with the
> common theme of the pilgrimage tying them together.  This "Canterbury
> Tales" approach works quite well and allows the different stories to be
> told with a unique style.

I agree with you that it's a collection of short stories, and a good one.
But that is not the same thing as a novel.  A novel (at least a candidate
for the title of 'one of the finest novels ever written') needs a
beginning, a middle, and an end.  _Hyperion_ lacks an end, and probably a
good chunk of the middle as well.

If the author wanted to write a two-volume novel, that's fine.  But it has
not been billed that way (as _Lord of the Rings_ has been).  IMO,
_Hyperion_ on its own is no more a novel than is _The Fellowship of the
Ring_.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 00:01:49 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: The Fall of Hyperion (*spoilers*)

I think it's just a little unfair to blame Simmons for the promotion his
book has received.  Authors usually don't have any say in the covers that
go on their books; I can't imagine they have much say in the promotion of
the books.

At any rate, I think the two volumes (which have been released in one
volume by the Science Fiction Book Club entitled _Hyperion_Cantos_) do
qualify as a novel.  The story as a whole definitely has a beginning, a
middle, and an end.  Indeed, it has several of each.  For the most part,
the first volume deals with the beginnings and a very little of the middle.
The second volume has a few other beginnings (notably the Keats
simulacrum), most of the middle, and the endings.  Sound good?

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date:     Mon, 11 Mar 91 14:26 CST
From: Bill Higgins-- Beam Jockey <HIGGINS@fnal.bitnet>
Subject:  *Fall of Hyperion* page 305

What am I supposed to do in order to get to read page 305 of *The Fall of
Hyperion* by Dan Simmons?  (Page 306 is printed twice.)  There was some
procedure to contact the publisher and so forth.  Could somebody e-mail
this to me?

Bill Higgins
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory
Bitnet:     HIGGINS@FNALB.BITNET
Internet:  HIGGINS@FNAL.FNAL.GOV

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Adams & Anthony (3 msgs) & Asprin (3 msgs) &
                   Brooks & Dick & Donaldson (5 msgs) & 
                   Ellison & Hinz & Leinster

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 04:00:17 GMT
From: elle@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ellen Keyne Seebacher)
Subject: Douglas Adams tidbits

>>Douglas Adams is about to come out with the SIXTH book in the
>>Hitchhiker's trilogy.  The word is, he disliked the way the fourth came
>>out so much that he wished to disassociate himself from it, and thus
>>skipped book five and went straight to 6.  Just like DNA.

>Unless Douglas Adams said it was going to be the 6th book, I don't believe
>it.  The phrase "and the tales grow taller on down the line" comes to
>mind.

Yup.  Douglas Adams said it would be the fifth book.  Last night, as a
matter of fact.  And it's to be called _Mostly Harmless_.  (My SO suggested
another title, apparently too late, but Adams laughed, so who knows whether
it might appear on book #6?)

We saw him last night at a reading in Chicago, pushing his latest project,
_Last Chance to See_, a collaboration about vanishing species which (oddly
enough) is written like vintage Douglas Adams.

Other tidbits:

* _Last Chance to See_ (wonderful book: plug plug plug) is to be converted,
  sometime in the foreseeable future, to interactive CD-ROM, with pictures
  from the book.

* He is, apparently, working on yet another book aside from _Mostly
  Harmless_.

* No more radio shows anytime soon.  He said radio's too expensive.

* He'd love to do more computer games, but since Infocom folded he's had
  the idea on a back burner.  (This question was from my SO, who Adams
  noticed because of the "Macintosh" in large type across the T-shirt.
  :-))

* Absolutely no further development of the Zaphod short story, which he
  clearly detests.  (He wrote it in one night.  Not surprising.)

* The film version of _HHGttG_ is on indefinite hold (he sold the film
  rights over eight years ago!)  In fact, he told the story of his
  falling-out with the buyers, and though I can't do it justice, I'll
  summarize: the producer called him in and said it was a great book, but
  audiences would feel ripped off if after all the buildup of the Answer to
  the Meaning of Life, they simply said "42".  He thought Americans in
  particular just wouldn't go for it.  Adams informed him that was like
  "buying two gallons of chocolate-chip ice cream, then complaining about
  all the brown bits."  They went their separate ways, and the producer
  went on to make a bundle on _Ghostbusters_, "damn his eyes.")

I wish I could remember all the other news, he spoke for hours, but
my memory's failing.  (The only thing I can think of is that he told me
he really did write part of the text of Graham Chapman's _Liar's
Autobiography_, but didn't volunteer which part.)

Ellen Keyne Seebacher
The University of Chicago
Academic/Public Computing
elle@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 22:16:32 GMT
From: calloway@hplvec.lvld.hp.com (Frank Calloway)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

It's time for a confession.  Years ago I was a *major* fan of Piers
Anthony.  I even sent him a fan letter and received a postcard in reply.
But since then he has reused the same characterizations and plots so many
times that I finally got bored and gave up.  Rather than wait for
inspiration, he simply cranks, cranks, and cranks.  But this mass producing
of novels is obviously what has made him, as he calls it, "a world-class
author."  (After reading his recent author's notes, I'd also have to say he
has a world-class ego.  Then again, I guess he's free to speak his mind in
his own book.)

After too many novels, it seems that most authors get stuck in a rut.  For
example, I was (and probably still am) a fan of Jack L. Chalker.  He
obviously has genetic manipulation and other physical transformations on
the brain, because that theme keeps showing up in his novels.  Like Piers
Anthony, he has found a niche that works for him.  Only he can say whether
or not it is a satisfying niche to be in.

Before I turned to technical writing, I wrote sci-fi/fantasy short stories
and novels as a hobby.  After having a story published in Omni, I thought
more seriously about a career in writing.  In particular, I wondered what
it would be like to write stories even when I didn't feel creative.  To
some extent, I suppose any prolific author is eventually forced to reuse
successful ideas.

Incidentally, there was a time when Piers Anthony tried to write other
kinds of stories, including historical novels.  But the publishers didn't
want to see anything different from him.  They simply wanted more of his
"formula," stories that were sure to sell.

Frank Calloway

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 23:57:30 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

Here's why I am an Anthony-basher:

I _wasted_ $20 on the _And Eternity_ hardcover. I thought they were all
pretty good up until _AA_, even if the quality had gone waaaaay down with
_Bearing An Hourglass_. With _Eternity_, the series hit rock bottom. He
spends SIX BOOKS leading up to this vote that Luna is supposed to be a
major part in, and, one paragraph is all he gives to the vote itself. Can
you say anticlimactic? Also, the ending was a letdown, Roque was a stupid,
idiotic, moronic, shoe-size-larger-than-his-IQ SAP who was very poorly
written.  Continuity also seems to be a major problem for Anthony - Luna is
Fate's niece, or something like that so why, in Bearing An Hourglass, did
Fate not know who she was? (it's been awhile since I've read the books, so
this probably is not exact) and there are other little screwups in the
series.  This I will say for Anthony; he does do well on fan
correspondence.

Richard Barrett
18004 146th Ave NE
Woodinville, WA 98072
(206)487-1312
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 22:51:30 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: And Eternity (was Piers Anthony)

   I liked _And Eternity_ I was never that concerned with Luna's vote - the
fact that he spent one paragraph on it didn't bother me.  If you dislike
Anthony so much in general, whatever possessed you to go spend $20 on one
of his books?  THINK about it, huh?

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 15:00:51 GMT
From: jeffb.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Jeffrey Boser)
Subject: M.Y.T.H. INC. In Action is MYTHing

I have been a follower of Asprin's Myth series since the start. (no flames,
please).  Recently, I returned to re-read it, and noticed that since
Mythnomers and Impervections, there hasn't been any new ones, despite the
author's note in M.Y.T.H. Inc. Link, claiming a contract for 6 more.  Does
anybody know what happened?

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 20:12:11 GMT
From: tkogoma@hydra.unm.edu (Gym Z. Quirk)
Subject: Re: M.Y.T.H. INC. In Action is MYTHing

jeffb.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Jeffrey Boser) writes:
>I have been a follower of Asprin's Myth series since the start. (no
>flames, please).  Recently, I returned to re-read it, and noticed that
>since Mythnomers and Impervections, there hasn't been any new ones,
>despite the author's note in M.Y.T.H. Inc. Link, claiming a contract for 6
>more.  Does anybody know what happened?

It came out in trade paperback back in August of '90.  It has since
disappeared.  I have no idea when it will resurface in 'normal' paperback
format.

tkogoma@triton.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 03:31:35 GMT
From: rck1@ellis.uchicago.edu (roberta chi-woon kwong)
Subject: Re: M.Y.T.H. INC. In Action is MYTHing

I, too have seen M.Y.T.H. Inc. in Action in several bookstores, but
curiously enough none of my friends who also read the Myth series seems to
even know it exists. I wonder why this one has recieved such low publicity?

Robin C. Kwong
rck1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 22:35:04 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Other Terry Brooks books

I'm of the opinion that the other books by Terry Brooks are worth reading.
I was very hesitant to pick _Magic Kingdom for Sale - Sold!_ up because I
liked the Shannara books so much that I was afraid that MKfSS would be a
terrible disappointment.  If you're looking for the same sort of story as
the Shannara books, don't get MKfSS or the other two, because they're
worlds apart.  Which relieved me.  But if you want to read some more good
stories by Brooks and you don't expect them to be Shannara-take-offs, I'd
say get them!  I liked them quite a bit.

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 23:11:58 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: PKD

   I've got a couple of questions pertaining to Phil K. Dick:

 1) I was talking to a friend of mine recently about Blade Runner and the
    fact that apparently the French consider PKD to be the 'god' of SF. I
    haven't read much PKD beyond some early short stories, but my friend's
    and others' comments lead me to believe that his writing style can
    generally be described as straightforward and competent, but certainly
    not inspired or even flashy. (That could be a distorted perspective; I
    think you'd have to compare it with the SF of his day, which I'm not
    prepared to do.) Anyway, the consensus I've gathered is that his
    plotting is incredible, characterization and style only competent.  The
    question is (assuming this is generally so - feel free to disagree),
    has anyone out there read both the English and French versions of any
    of his work? I'm curious if maybe the French are getting to read
    'better' versions of his stuff than we are. I think it would be unusual
    for a translation to be better written, but certainly not impossible.

 2) Several months ago the literary agent for PKD's estate wrote in to ask
    the net.opinion of what 3 books besides the 'Valis Trilogy' should be
    published in an upcoming reprinting to be done by Vintage. He was
    concerned that the other 3 books be representative of his best work,
    while also being successful commercially so that another 6 books could
    be published.  Does anyone have any information on what happened with
    this?

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 16:54:01 GMT
From: ICWFM@asuacad.bitnet (Fred McIlvain)
Subject: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

Speaking of Donaldson's Mordant's Need, am I the only one who was bothered
by Donaldson's rampant homophobia in "A Man Rides Through"?  There was
little or no reason to make Gilbur homosexual.

Fred McIlvain

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 20:42:43 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

ICWFM@asuacad.BITNET (Fred McIlvain) writes:
>Speaking of Donaldson's Mordant's Need, am I the only one who was bothered
>by Donaldson's rampant homophobia in "A Man Rides Through"?  There was
>little or no reason to make Gilbur homosexual.

I think you're reading too much into it.  The other "bad guys" were not
homosexual.  It's not like Donaldson equated homosexuality with evil.  In
fact, Eremis (perhaps the baddest bad guy) was the biggest womanizer
around.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 19:48:42 GMT
From: emzx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
> Acutally, Donaldson's _Mirror of Her Dreams_ and _A Man Rides Through_
> were good stories.  I totally agree with your opinion of the Unbeliever
> series.  I think I read all of them, in hopes that SOMETHING I liked
> would happen - no go.  But someday, perhaps :) you might consider the
> other two.  I enjoyed them.

I've also read the Mordant's Need duo.  They are excellent books.  Another
thing to check out is Donaldson's "The Daughters of Regal," a collection of
short stories.  One story in there, called "The Conquer Worm," is
especially a good one.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 20:59:22 GMT
From: jtware@WKUVX1
Subject: DONALDSON'S NEW SERIES "THE REAL STORY"

   Has anyone read this book?  I have read a short description, and I think
it sounds like it could be his weakest work yet.  I loved his Covenant
series, and have not (as of yet) read his second set.  If there is anyone
who has read this book, tell me what you thought.

Jason T. Ware

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 23:44:50 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: DONALDSON'S NEW SERIES "THE REAL STORY"

jtware@WKUVX1 writes:
>Has anyone read this book?  I have read a short description, and I think
>it sounds like it could be his weakest work yet.  I loved his Covenant
>series, and have not (as of yet) read his second set.  If there is anyone
>who has read this book, tell me what you thought.

Okay, here goes.  I'm about the bigest Donaldson fan there is, so take it
with a grain of salt.

I don't think it measured up to his usual standard.  I enjoyed his
afterword much more.  Having said that, I should also point out that it's
an outstanding SF story.  It's just not up to Donaldson's usual standard.

I think the story is definitely worth a look, especially since he says
there is more to follow.  The second book is due out in June. (I talked to
him when he signed my copy)

I'm not sure what I can say without spoiling the book for you.  I'd be glad
to discuss the book with anyone who's read it, though.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 23:39:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu ("Jon Ciliberto::")
Subject: new  (old) ellison

I just saw a "new" Ellison book, as one-half of a Tor double.  The story
("first time in book form") is "Run For the Stars," one of his Earth-Kyben
stories.  This one WAS published in the graphic adaptation of his E-K
stories (art by Ken Steacy), NIGHT AND THE ENEMY.

The other half of this TOR double is something by Jack Haldeman.

Jon Ciliberto

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 01:27:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Sleepers (was:  Chris Hinz)

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
>Question: Aside from stupid covers, why aren't these books more popular?

rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi) answers:
>It might just be due to the stupid (you've got to see them) covers. Killed
>many a good book.

Funny, I picked up _Liege-Killer_ mainly because of its cover.  On the
other hand, I think it was the British edition, which cover might be
better.  But concerning _Ash Ock_, the reason it was much weaker is
probably that Christopher Hinz should not have written a sequel in the
first place.  _L-K_ had a perfectly satisfactory ending, and I suspect
_Paratwa_ will also disappoint.  If you have read _Anachronisms_, it is
clear that CH can write something else, and personally I think that is the
only way for him to improve.

>Question: Can anyone send me a list of other 'sleeper' hits?

I simply cannot resist appeals like that: about the same time I read _L-K_,
I also found a book called _A Matter of Oaths_, by Helen Wright, which does
not seem to have made any impact (much less than Christopher Hinz's
series), but was also an excellent first novel.  Be warned, however, its
cover is very bad, both in the British and American editions.

Much older, but also deserving of more attention: The Phoenix Legacy, by
M.K.  Wren, was a first SF trilogy for this writer, who seems to specialise
in Crime and Mystery.  Her latest SF novel is _A Gift on the Shore_ and I
have not had the time to read it yet.  BTW, is there a good soul out there
who has, and who could volunteer an opinion and/or a synopsis?

The Phoenix Legacy is composed of:
   _Sword of the Lamb_
   _Shadow of the Swan_
   _House of the Wolf_
And I can recommend it highly, in spite of the soap opera saga trappings
(of which the covers and back cover blurbs are amongst the worst I have
ever seen).

Note that the above have no other criteria than the fact that nobody else
seems to have read these authors but myself, that they are first novels (or
first SF novels) in both cases and that sales were not helped by the
presentation. I.e., they do not resemble either _L-K_ or each other in
contents or in style.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 14:00:18 GMT
From: SAY@trboun.bitnet
Subject: Time Tunnel book

Some people were discussing the book _The Time Tunnel_ by Murray Leinster
and there was mention of it being set in the Mexican War. I think this is
wrong. There is a part in the book where our heroes are involved in
something like a war in the previous century, but the bad guys in that
conflict were American Indians, whereas (I suppose) there should be some
Mexicans around in the Mexican War. BTW, I remember finding the attitude of
the author towards the Indians quite negative. "What a piece of racism," I
said when I read the book. (And that was at least 8 years ago, so some
information may have been lost.)

Peace.

Cem Say
Bogazici University
Istanbul
Turkey

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Moran (2 msgs) & Myers (3 msgs) &
                         Simmons (3 msgs) & Tepper (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 22:22:01 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Moran / "THE RING"

meltsner@crd.ge.com (Ken Meltsner) said:
> I've got a copy of THE RING at home in hardcover.  It's a novelization of
> (probably never-released) science-fiction movie version of the Ring
> Cycle,

More like "never-produced," as far as I know.  And, with all due respect to
Moran's pretty good novelization, with good reason.

(Does that last sentence parse?)

> ...linked a bit (probably by the author w/o knowledge of the film's
> producer) to the rest of Moran's universe.

Linked _very_ loosely and, I suspect, hopelessly incompatibly, with the
future from his "The Armageddon Blues," which is basically a stand-alone
(no way TAB can fit into his Continuing Time universe, I don't think).
Moran stuck in the "Ring" reference to the "Silver- Eyes" clan as an inside
joke to his faithful readers, I suspect.  (Moran does a _lot_ of inside
references in his books, by the way.  I managed to impress him by
identifying who else Trent Castanaveras' lawyer in "The Long Run" had once
had as a client, many years earlier; Moran didn't think anybody was going
to get that one.)

> It's a real book, but probably pretty rare since Bantam/Doubleday (can't
> remember which arm of the Octopus it came from) doesn't usually print too
> many hardcover copies of a book.  It came out a couple of years ago.
> 
> Good book, but only necessary for dedicated Moran fans.

Agreed.  And, as Ken alluded to, it's only ever come out in hardcover, as
far as I know, which will _really_ decrease its appearances in used book
stores :-(.  People who are really desperate and/or just think that DKM is
a neat author are invited to write to him personally; he may be able to
give you a pointer towards the book (hell, for all I know he's got a garage
full of 'em).

His address, at least as of a couple of years ago, was:

    Daniel Keys Moran
    c/o November Enterprises
    P.O. Box 667
    Van Nuys, CA  91408

If you do write to him, please follow the usual etiquette rules for bugging
a Real Author: be brief, be polite, be legible, enclose a stamped
self-addressed envelope for his reply, and don't ask for freebies.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 11:28:48 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Moran / "THE RING"

rod@ucscf.UCSC.EDU (Rodrick Su) writes:
>potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>>david@bcars271 asked:
>>> Hi there, I'm looking for a particular book by Daniel Keys Moran.  The
>>> book that I'm looking for is called 'The Ring'.
>
>Could it be 'Ring' oldest AI, product of a defeated US Defense Department.
>'Ring' appear in both 'Emerald Eye' and 'The Long Run'.  'Ring' is also
>the only rogue AI to actually own property.

No, he means "The Ring" by Daniel Keys Moran, based on a screenplay by
William Stewart and Joanne Nelsen.  (Doubleday, 1988; ISBN 0-385-24816-4)
That's in hardback, (I don't think it's even been paperback released : (
But, it would have been nice if it was about the AI, "Ring" which you
described above.  I bought my copy from The Dark Carnival in Berkeley, CA
when Moran autographed there a couple of years ago.  Last time I was there,
they still had a few autographed copies of Moran books, (although I'm not
sure if "The Ring" was among those.)  I suggest you call or write them,
(I'm not affiliated with The Dark Carnival in any way.)

   The Dark Carnival
   2978 Adeline Street
   Berkeley, CA  94703
   phone:  415-THE-DARK  (for answering machine)
           415-845-7757  (used to be there voice phone, but I'm not sure
			       if it's current.)

>>Earlier books, *HIGHLY* recommended: 
>>ARMAGEDDON BLUES   (read and weep; this was the guy's *first* published
>>                     novel, and most pro's never get this good.)
>>EMERALD EYES       first in a projected cycle of thirty-odd books;
>>THE LONG RUN       second in the cycle.
>>Moran says in an afterward to "THE LONG RUN" that his long cycle, 

Moran's dedications and author's notes are the best I've ever read.  They
make you feel good, and wonder about this guy.  If you happen to ever see
Emerald Eyes, just read the dedications and the afterward.  If you don't
want to buy the book just because of these, then, well, I don't know What
you are, but crazy comes to mind.  He's very honest, but not in the least
bit boring when he describes his writing. 

Aaron Tucker
University Nevada, Reno

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 19:03:32 GMT
From: NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (john c Newmark)
Subject: Re: Silverlock

I am definitely a Silverlock fan.  Myers wrote several other books as well.
Harp and the Blade, The Moon's Fire-Eating Daughter, and a couple westerns
I think too.  Harp and the Blade is a "Celtic fantasy" and "The Moon's
Fire-Eating Daughter" is sometimes referred to as Silverlock's sequel.
Supposedly, from what I hear, the allusions are to Author's lives instead
of characters and thus are naturally more obscure.

You might want to look for The Silverlock Companion which one might refer
to as a "Cheatsheet."  It will explain all the allusions for you.  Of
course, I would recommend highly not finding this book until you have read
Silverlock several times over a period of years, thus being sure you are
likely to have found all the allusions you are going to find on your own.

The Moon's Fire-Eating Daughter is out of print so can only be found in
used bookstores.

Can anybody tell me what book The Murgatroyd family is from?  The one where
the guy is cursed to commit an evil deed every day, but can't, so when
asked what he did, he lies, which helps.  Of course, send me the answer
e-mail.  (As you can see I haven't bought The Companion yet myself)

John
Newmark@auvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 00:01:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: _Silverlock_

ternent@WKUVX1 (John Ternent) writes:
>I just finished re-reading (for the umpteenth time) John Myers Myers'
>_Silverlock_. I found it as much fun as always, and I think I identified a
>couple of characters that I had missed before.
>
>If you haven't read it, _definitely_ pick up a copy! I believe it is
>published by Ace.

Serious SF readers are always recommending it and having read it myself
fairly recently, I have to agree that it is not only a good book but, also
an essential reference, because it contains a lot of themes that Fantasy
writers use nowadays and which most people attribute to Tolkien influence
(not that the latter is not important as well, of course).  For example,
Donaldson's Covenant's chronicles are not the first time a main character
is described as a self-centered, unsympathetic bastard, which we later see
under a better light (or whose character improves with experience).  That
was the case in _Silverlock_ first!

>Anyone else a _Silverlock_ fan?

Note that I am not biased in recommending it, because I personally did not
like it all that much (sorry, John).  Still, it has action, exotic
adventure, poetry and music, is rich in literary allusions (most of which I
missed), full of interesting characters and ends well.  What more can one
ask?

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 03:48:09 GMT
From: NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (john c Newmark)
Subject: Re: _Silverlock_

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET says:
>...I have to agree that it is not only a good book, but also an essential
>reference, because it contains a lot of themes that Fantasy writers use
>nowadays and which most people attribute to Tolkien influence (not that
>the latter is not important as well, of course).  For example,
>Donaldson's Covenant's chronicles are not the first time a main character
>is described as a self-centered, unsympathetic bastard, which we later see
>under a better light (or whose character improves with experience).  That
>was the case in _Silverlock_ first!

Be careful.  No theme used in any book written in the past century is
original.  It has been stated that there are only 8 existent themes in all
of literature, and all of them had been used by the time of Shakespeare.
(other numbers have been stated too)

For example: I never read it but John Bunyan's PILGRIM'S PROGRESS I am
pretty sure is about a character who improves with experience.  I think it
was originally written in the 1600s, though I may be mistaken.

A book I have read: Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky.  I could
certainly describe the main character at the start of the novel as a
self-centered, unympathetic bastard.  At the end of the novel he has
definitely improved.

I think you get the picture.  Though you are right in that Donaldson's
Covenant series should not be considered original in that respect.

For sf/type works, look at Gardner's Grendel though I'm not sure when
he wrote it.  It probably is post Silverlock, but also pre-Covenant.
But this theme of sympathizing with the monster can also be found in
Shelley's Frankenstein.

>didn't like it all that much (sorry, John).  Still, it has action, exotic
>adventure, poetry and music, is rich in literary allusions (most of which
>I missed), full of interesting characters and ends well.  What more can
>one ask?

Exactly, what more can one ask?  Why DIDN'T you like it?  Obviously you DO
ask more.  I guess you could ask for literary quality, but you said it has
interesting characters (thus praising the characterization) and that it
ends well (praising plot).  The only negative in your description is that
you missed most of the allusions.  That's the fault of you if anybody, not
the novel.  (Though most people miss most of the allusions probably unless
you are a literary genius) There's nothing wrong with not liking it, or any
novel, but when you praise it so highly, and only give praise, and then say
you didn't really like it much, the question WHY must be asked.

John C. Newmark
NEWMARK@AUVM   

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 19:35:30 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Hyperion

   I finally finished Hyperion yesterday - didn't have the time to read it
as often as I wanted (took > 2 weeks), but the short story format helped
make it easier to read small chunks. As for the structure of the book and
comments about Hyperion standing on its own as a novel, I have to register
strong disagreement. I agree with Michael Rawdon's posting that Hyperion is
the beginning, maybe a little middle, and TFoH (just getting started with
that) looks like a little more beginning thrown in with the middle and end.
By the end of Hyperion, so much has been masterfully and gradually
introduced in the individual short stories about the overall 'big picture'
story that I just don't see it being a stand-alone I'm really impressed
technically with the way Simmons told the short stories to create the
backdrop of the big story, adding a little bit in each story to what we
know about the struggle going on.  Not to mention that the short stories
themselves are wonderful! By the end of the Consul's tale I felt like I had
just been sucked into a huge maelstrom - I definitely did not feel like
anything had even begun to be resolved.

SPOILER ALERT

   I have to nitpick about something else in the book that I noticed, in
fact it seemed rather jarring to me - anachronisms. We are told in parts of
the book that humanity *has* somewhat stagnated, and it's certainly
understandable that different societies on different planets would have
different levels of technical knowledge, tools etc. (Just as we still have
plenty of people on Earth living in vastly different conditions.)  The
story that jarred me the most with this was Sol Weintraub's. The
archaeological expedition that Rachel's with uses *telephone wire* for
communication and 700-year old techniques for mapping the Sphinx? Come on.
This expedition is sponsored by at least a major university, which should
have *something* more sophisticated than that. If this was just a locally
sponsored expedition on a backwater planet, that might make sense, but it
wasn't. This is the only specific instance of anachronism that I can
remember off the top of my head, there were a few others. Did anyone else
feel bothered by this?

   Like I said, this is nitpicking, and Simmons probably does a much better
job than much SF with depicting a society that's advanced to interstellar
status, but that makes it stand out more. In a story where almost all
technology is anachronistic, I can mentally say, "OK, this is just a
metaphor for some tool that I don't know about, it's not *really* a
rotary-dial telephone (or whatever) being used in outer space." But that's
not the case in Hyperion - most of the book consistently has appropriately
advanced technology, so it sticks out more.

   OK, end nitpicking. This is obviously a classic book that will be read
for years to come. I look forward to Simmons' next SF work (since I'm not a
horror reader).

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 23:07:50 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Hyperion (*spoilers*)

Heroy@lsuvm.BITNET writes:
> The archaeological expedition that Rachel's with uses *telephone wire*
> for communication and 700-year old techniques for mapping the Sphinx?

Didn't they say that radio, superradio, etc. transmissions didn't work from
inside the Sphinx? It is a dimensionally transcendental place, you know :-)

I don't remember precisely. I don't recall my anachronism alarm tripping,
but it was never very sensitive.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 05:33:30 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Hyperion

   Some people have been complaining that _Hyperion_ by Dan Simmons is an
incomplete book and that it is just a collcetion of short stories, but I'm
surprised no one has been bothering to complain about the letdown in form
in _Fall of Hyperion_.  In FoH, Simmons not only feels that he has to tell
us everything that happened to every character every minute, but he had to
tell it in detail.  The result is a book that reads like _Lucifer's Hammer_
or _Footfall_ by Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle: it's just too fluffed up
to be enjoyable.  This five hundred page book would have been much better
at three hundred pages, and it's disappointing that Simmons couldn't find a
better form than the one he used.
   I'd say read Hyperion, but despite the fact that you haven't reached the
conclusion yet, skip Fall of Hyperion.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 20:09:47 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: Sheri Tepper, RAISING THE STONES

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) writes:
> not be a god?  What is free will?  If people can do what they wish, but
> refrain from certain actions because they are made to "know better", do
> they have free will?  Does the answer change if those who *ignore* the
> "knowing" find themselves dead?

  That points out the biggest problem I had with the book; it just didn't
seem to take a stand on the free will issue.  I have a hard time dealing
with characters who could have been interesting, but who don't exercise
free will; it's definitely what I consider the single most important aspect
of someone who's really living rather than just existing.  Perhaps those
characters reminded me too much of people I know in the "real" world?

> characters, more than anything else.  Good writing and thought-provoking
> questions kept me reading, but I was never able to care much about any of
> the characters.  The book has a Machina ex Deus ending, which is not

  I didn't find the writing bad, but it was a let down after THE GATE TO
WOMENS' COUNTRY and GRASS.  Those two volumes kept me up until I finished
them, while RAISING THE STONES took a few days.  The big questions were
very thought provoking, but I must agree about the characters; I just
couldn't identify with any of them.

> A well-written book, in short, which engages the mind but not the heart.
> Well worth reading, but I don't see myself rereading it.

  Agreed on the last point!

Fred L. Drake, Jr.  
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library
302A Cowgill Hall  
VPI & SU 
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 18:16:57 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Tepper, The Awakeners (*spoilers*)

Just got finished with Sherri (sp?) Tepper's _The Awakeners_ (_Northshore_
and _Southshore_). Fun books, if not Classics of the Era.

However, at the very end, when two civilizations are collapsing into
extinction and barbarism (respectively), there's a reference that I may not
have understood.
   There's a scene where the SubGenius, um, I mean Jarb Mendicant, is
puffing away on his pipe, describing visions he sees in the smoke. He talks
about a restrctive religious government that will come to power, "men
herded off to one set of cities and women to another," and so forth.

Is this a reference to any written or upcoming books by Tepper? 

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Mar 91 21:03:45 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: Ireta

You've got the order of the Ireta books in as close of an order as they
come.  Dinosaur Planet and Dinosaur Planet Survivors were written years
before the other three.  (I personally don't think McCaffrey intended to
write any others, but I have no basis for saying that other than opinion)
Sassinak and The Death of Sleep intertwine with the time-line of DP and
DPS, and they all four end up at roughly the same point in the time-line.
Call it no more than a week or two's difference.  Generation Warriors is
the only one that takes place entirely after the first four books.  Did
that make sense?  Hope so.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 19:29:49 GMT
From: srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

Joel Rosenberg's name and reputation came into question in one of the
recent flame wars, so when I saw this book sitting on the shelf at Change
of Hobbit, I figured, hey for 60% off, might as well find out what all the
shouting's about.

First off, I must warn you that this is one of those role-playing-
turned-fantasy books, where a group of gamers ends up in their gaming
world.  To make matters worse, they play a thinly-disguised AD&D variant.

To Rosenberg's credit, he adds back in a few of the interesting details
that Gygax failed to include when he ripped off Jack Vance, and addressed a
few of the questions that irk gamers everywhere, such as why people don't
just listen to magic-users when they cast their spells and memorize the
spell for themselves.

But the gaming aspects still intrude; sometimes unnecessarily, and if
you're the kind of person that hates this sort of thing you're sure to hate
this sort of thing.  If you know what I mean.

The good news is that the story itself is engaging.  The characters are
somewhat unimaginative - A Handicap, A Jock, A Good Girl and so on but,
they are at least interesting.  And unlike many fantasies, bad things
happen to these characters and aren't magicked away in the next chapter.
The plot is well-drawn with little wasted motion.  The game universe is
novel and interesting.

There are some irritations.  The party discovers that praying doesn't get
the cleric back her spells, but the point is ignored and later the cleric
has her spells back.  Perhaps the explanatory scenes were edited, but in
that case the problem should have been edited as well.

Overall, this reminds me of the Chtorr series.  In both series, the writing
lacks, but other qualities of the book make up for the differences.  Enough
so that I will buy, if I happen to see it, the next book in the series.
Your mileage may vary, but this is worth at least a look to see if you'll
like it.

Scott Turner

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 21:08:10 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

Warning:  possible spoilers...

srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner) writes:
>First off, I must warn you that this is one of those role-playing-
>turned-fantasy books, where a group of gamers ends up in their gaming
>world.  To make matters worse, they play a thinly-disguised AD&D variant.

For some reason I believe that this was done on purpose.

>But the gaming aspects still intrude; sometimes unnecessarily, and if
>you're the kind of person that hates this sort of thing you're sure to
>hate this sort of thing.  If you know what I mean.

It was for the above reason that I almost didn't buy the book, because I
thought it would be a tired rehash of an old fantasy plot.  Boy was I
happily wrong!!

>The good news is that the story itself is engaging.  The characters are
>somewhat unimaginative - A Handicap, A Jock, A Good Girl and so on but,
>they are at least interesting.  And unlike many fantasies, bad things
>happen to these characters and aren't magicked away in the next chapter.
>The plot is well-drawn with little wasted motion.  The game universe is
>novel and interesting.

No, they aren't *just* that.  I could really empathize with the characters
because they were more than one dimensional, and they *changed* with their
experiences over time.  [actually, this is why I wasn't too impressed with
Rosenberg's D'Shai.]

>There are some irritations.  The party discovers that praying doesn't get
>the cleric back her spells, but the point is ignored and later the cleric
>has her spells back.  Perhaps the explanatory scenes were edited, but in
>that case the problem should have been edited as well.

You are mistaken.  Doria (the Cleric) started out with spells, many of them
(she was 10+ level), so while she couldn't get her spells back, she didn't
forget the ones she had memorized when the "game" began.  You'll notice she
doesn't go around flinging spells during the book.

>Overall, this reminds me of the Chtorr series.  In both series, the
>writing lacks, but other qualities of the book make up for the
>differences.  Enough so that I will buy, if I happen to see it, the next
>book in the series.  Your mileage may vary, but this is worth at least a
>look to see if you'll like it.

Huh?  I loved the Chtorr series also. The Rosenberg series ("The Guardians
of the Flame") and the Chtorr are actually my two favorite series right
now!  There are currently 5 books in the GotF, and I'd wish he'd write the
sixth.

At this point I should say that each book is VERY self contained, and the
series so far has spanned two decades, which is why it is a series in the
first place.  When I wish to get my friends interested in fantasy, The
Sleeping Dragon is the book I hand to them. 

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 21:50:35 GMT
From: srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu writes:
>Warning:  possible spoilers...
>>The good news is that the story itself is engaging.  The characters are
>>somewhat unimaginative - A Handicap, A Jock, A Good Girl and so on but,
>>they are at least interesting.
>
>No, they aren't *just* that.  I could really empathize with the characters
>because they were more than one dimensional, and they *changed* with their
>experiences over time.

I don't disagree.  My point was that the characters are based on rather
unimaginative stereotypes, such as the resentful handicapped person.
Rosenberg does good things with them, but the initial characterizations are
not too creative.

>You are mistaken.  Doria (the Cleric) started out with spells, many of
>them (she was 10+ level), so while she couldn't get her spells back, she
>didn't forget the ones she had memorized when the "game" began.  You'll
>notice she doesn't go around flinging spells during the book.

I'll check this out, but I believe that the morning of the last day the
party spends in the major city, Doria and the wizard both spend learning a
spell apiece.  I think the wizard learns Flame and Doria re-learns the
Healing she'd used on the wizard.

>>Overall, this reminds me of the Chtorr series...
>Huh?  I loved the Chtorr series also.

I guess I was right then.

>At this point I should say that each book is VERY self contained...

Yes, but, "Sleeping Dragon" ends with a bit of gratuitous manipulation that
seems rushed and artificial.  In particular, some of the characters who
seemed anxious to return to the real world abandon that desire too quickly
at the end of the book.  I think a better way could have been found to keep
the characters in the fantasy world.  But I will agree that "Sleeping
Dragon" is a self-contained story, and that's refreshing.

Scott Turner

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 17:28:12 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner) writes:
>First off, I must warn you that this is one of those role-playing-
>turned-fantasy books, where a group of gamers ends up in their gaming
>world.  To make matters worse, they play a thinly-disguised AD&D variant.

That's how the series starts out. Note that the overall title is
'Guardians of the Flame', I think but, thank whomever, the D&D aspect
gradually fades from sight.

>The good news is that the story itself is engaging.

To each his own.  For me, the reason I couldn't finish the books was that I
found the story obnoxious.  These young people find themselves in a
different world, and their major preoccupation is with enforcing on the
inhabitants of that world, by all means, including brute force, their own
view of the One True and Right Society.

Now, if these people were medieval Christian bigots and the other world was
the Inca Empire, the book might have been objective, well-argued, and
engaging.  But, because the One True etc. is a typical late-60s
touchy-feely wet liberalism, the book simply assumes we'll identify with
the kids as the good guys and the hapless natives as the bad guys.  This
fictionalised propaganda was obnoxious when the Boys' Own Paper published
it 100 years ago (How Cecil Rhodes brought Enlightenment to the Wogs);
today SF is probably the only genre sufficiently morally retarded that you
could still get away with it.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 19:10:47 GMT
From: srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

(Robert Firth) writes:
>>The good news is that the story itself is engaging.
>
>To each his own.  For me, the reason I couldn't finish the books was that
>I found the story obnoxious.  These young people find themselves in a
>different world, and their major preoccupation is with enforcing on the
>inhabitants of that world, by all means, including brute force, their
>own view of the One True and Right Society.

Note that I was only reviewing the first book in the series.  This plot
line you object to is set up by Karl's confrontation with the high
priestess at the end of the first book.  The plot in the first book is
innocuous: the kids are merely dealing with being thrust into a fantasy
world and trying to find their way home.

Scott Turner

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 18:48:09 GMT
From: levin@bbn.com (Joel B Levin)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner) writes:
>But I will agree that "Sleeping Dragon" is a self-contained story, and
>that's refreshing.

Thank you for saying that (eventually).  I'd like to request all reviewers
to let us know in advance if a book is part of a series and if so does it
stand alone.

Your review has encouraged me to put the book at the top of my list for my
next read-some-sword-and-sorcery-fantasy-to-see-if-I-like- it-now session
(an annual occurrence, more or less). :-)

JBL
levin@bbn.com
{...}!bbn!levin

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 12:37:36 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

Scott "TCB" Turner writes:
> Joel Rosenberg's name and reputation came into question in one of the
> recent flame wars, so when I saw this book sitting on the shelf at Change
> of Hobbit, I figured, hey for 60% off, might as well find out what all
> the shouting's about.

And so you did.

> Overall, this reminds me of the Chtorr series.  In both series, the
> writing lacks, but other qualities of the book make up for the
> differences.  Enough so that I will buy, if I happen to see it, the next
> book in the series.  Your mileage may vary, but this is worth at least a
> look to see if you'll like it.

I liked Gerrold's 'Chtorr' series a lot (when's the fourth one coming out,
Netters?), but as for Joel?  Well, my kilometerage was at variance with
your mileage.

There comes a time when reused glib phraseology LEAPS out at you, and ruins
your 'suspension of disbelief'.  Specifically 'Sitting tailor fashion' and
'Think it through'.  ARGGGHH.  There was the added irk that Joel was, at
the time, a vocal proponent of SF in Fidonet [ooer], and I didn't agree
with his non-quoting attitude, and his incredible amount of self
centeredness.

Mix the two (glib phraseology, and a real life irritation) and by the time
you get to the third in the 'Guardians of the Flame' series, you get a
totally overpowering urge to rip the book into tiny little pieces.

I don't mind Joel these days - he's a funny guy, and he learned to quote;
but I can't stand his books.  I saw the fourth in the series, and VOWED
never to read it, now I'm told that there is a fifth. [Piers Anthony
anyone?]

Others have similar opinions of his books, and I know some people who
reckon he's an excellent author.  C'est la vie.

I don't mind flame wars either, but that's another issue entirely.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.oz

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 05:56:52 GMT
From: jeffb.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Jeffrey Boser)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth) writes:
> To each his own.  For me, the reason I couldn't finish the books was that
> I found the story obnoxious.  These young people find themselves in a
> different world, and their major preoccupation is with enforcing on the
> inhabitants of that world, by all means, including brute force, their
> own view of the One True and Right Society.
> 
> Now, if these people were medieval Christian bigots and the other world
> was the Inca Empire, the book might have been objective, well-argued, and
> engaging.  But, because the One True etc. is a typical late-60s
> touchy-feely wet liberalism, the book simply assumes we'll identify with
> the kids as the good guys and the hapless natives as the bad guys.  This
> fictionalised propaganda was obnoxious when the Boys' Own Paper published
> it 100 years ago (How Cecil Rhodes brought Enlightenment to the Wogs);
> today SF is probably the only genre sufficiently morally retarded that
> you could still get away with it.

Actually, this is untrue.  In order to get one of their friends raised from
the dead, each party memeber had to pay a price.  The price of one of the
members was to spend his life eliminating the thing he hated most of all -
slavery.  they had no 'One True and Right Society', just a free one.  I
found the series very enjoyable, and found the character developement
supurb.  Well thought out, and expressed well.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 20:13:19 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Joan Slonczewski

Has Anyone here ever read anything by her?  She has written A Door Into
Ocean and a Wall Around Eden.  I found Wall by mistake in the new books,
but a faculty member checked it out, and then I found Door.  Very
interesting so far, and I would like some feedback by anyone who knows of
them.

Thanks.

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 08:46:12 GMT
From: sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela)
Subject: juvenile fiction (was Re: Joan D. Vinge

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>I hate to mention it, but _Psion_ is definitly not a juvenile novel, and
>that holds double for _Catspaw_.  In fact, I remember that the Science
>Fiction Book Club classified it as containing "strong language or explicit
>etc..." and though I liked both, I definitly would not give it to my
>little brother to read.

I don't think that using strong language etc. prevents a book from being a
juvenile.  I have never understood why young people should be `protected'
in this way.  IMHO, what makes a book juvenile, are the target audience and
the themes discussed in it.

Anyway, I don't recall any strong language or explicit scenes in _Psion_.
In _Psion_, the protagonist was a teenager with `typical' :-) teenager
problems.  Therefore, I think that _Psion_ might be more attractive to
juvenile readers.

>For example, I think _The Snow Queen_ could nearly be classified a
>juvenile, inasmuch as it is based on the fairy tale of the same name, and
>as opposed to _World's End_, its sequel, is adolescent in perspective
>(note: _World's End_ is another that I would not give to young children).

I must say that I disagree about _The Snow Queen_.  Even if it was based on
a fairy tale, it's hardly a juvenile book.  If I recall correctly (been a
couple of years since I read it), its themes were interstellar politics and
abuse of people - not something I'd call juvenile themes.  I agree with you
on _World's End_.  I was a bit disappointed when I read _World's End_,
though, perhaps because _The Snow Queen_ is one of my all time favourites.

>>if anyone hears of any forthcoming stories, please let me know!

Please, let me know, too.

Kari Sutela
sutela@polaris.utu.fi

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:
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                    Myers & Rosenberg & Simmons & 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 15:21:47 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: TWICE UPON A TIME by Allen Appel

		       TWICE UPON A TIME by Allen Appel
		Dell, 1990 (1988c), ISBN 0-440-20576-X, $4.95.
		      A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This book is a sequel to Appel's TIME AFTER TIME.  In that, Alex Balfour
found himself dreaming of Romanovs, Bolsheviks, and Rasputin - or were they
dreams?  When he wakes up with mud on his shoes and Rasputin's coat on his
back, he realizes he is traveling in time.  But this is a time travel
without mechanisms, and apparently not under Balfour's conscious control
(shades of Heinlein's JOB here).

     In this novel, Alex Balfour, time traveler, is now traveling back to
1890 where he finds himself drawn to the Battle of Little Big Horn.  The
characters he meets are better drawn than those in TIME AFTER TIME, though
still, alas, prone to stereotypes.  And there is some sloppiness that (I
think) could have been cured quite easily.  For example, Balfour finds
himself back in 1890 and remarks (to himself) how lucky it is that he is
wearing jeans with a button-fly instead of a zipper.  But if he knows he
could travel back at any time, wouldn't he pick that style just in case?
And Appel still gives far too much detail to his character's cooking
exploits.

   All in all, it's an enjoyable read, but is clearly a science fiction
book aimed at a mainstream audience and does not do anything new or radical
with the concepts of time travel or changing history.

   (Of the first novel, I said that it should not be confused with Karl
Alexander's book TIME AFTER TIME (or the movie of the same name based on
it).  That one was about H. G. Wells traveling *forward* in time to catch
Jack the Ripper.  Nor is it related to the 1986 John Gielgud movie TIME
AFTER TIME which has nothing to do with science fiction.  Nor is it Jack
Finney's TIME AND AGAIN, or Richard Matheson's BID TIME RETURN which was
made into SOMEWHERE IN TIME.  Now I must also add that this current work
should not be confused with Charles L. Fontenay's TWICE UPON A TIME (an old
Ace Double dealing with a space traveler staying young while his wife ages)
or Manly Wade Wellman's TWICE IN TIME, in which a modern man travels back
to 15th Century Florence.  Can't someone think up some *new* titles?)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 17:59:00 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: PKD

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
> 1) I was talking to a friend of mine recently about Blade Runner and the
>    fact that apparently the French consider PKD to be the 'god' of SF.
>	... I'm  curious if maybe the  French are getting to  read
>    'better' versions of  his stuff than  we are.

   Well, but then again, the French also revere the comic genius of Jerry
Lewis and the sensual appeal of Mickey Rourke (coff). _Les grenouilles_
have a *much* different view of American talent than most Americans do.
   On a sidenote, anyone out there have a tape of _Bladerunner_, or
remember off-hand what the physical and mental ratings of the four (known)
Replicants were? I'm considering a theory that, given that there were six
to start with, the chief *lied* to Deckard that one of them had been killed
in the attack on Tyrell HQ; they captured one male and one female, and
modified both of them in some way --> Rachael and Deckard. "To catch a
Replicant, set a Replicant," right? And yes, I do know that the fifth
Replicant was named Mary and was cut from the film at the last minute.
It's just a theory, and one about a *movie*, at that. Lighten up.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 19:54:01 GMT
From: espie@flamingo.stanford.edu (Marc Espie)
Subject: Re: PKD

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>    I've got a couple of questions pertaining to Phil K. Dick:
>
> 1) I was talking to a friend of mine recently about Blade Runner and the
>    fact that apparently the French consider PKD to be the 'god' of SF. I
>    haven't read much PKD beyond some early short stories, but my friend's
>    and other's comments lead me to believe that his writing style can
>    generally be described as straightforward and competent, but certainly
>    not inspired or even flashy. (That could be a distorted perspective; I
>    think you'd have to compare it with the SF of his day, which I'm not
>    prepared to do.) Anyway, the consensus I've gathered is that his
>    plotting is incredible, characterization and style only competent.
>    The question is (assuming this is generally so - feel free to
>    disagree), has anyone out there read both the English and French
>    versions of any of his work? I'm curious if maybe the French are
>    getting to read 'better' versions of his stuff than we are. I think it
>    would be unusual for a translation to be better written, but certainly
>    not impossible.
[second question deleted], don't know anything about this.]

Well, other people agree to consider Phil Dick a very good SF writer.
Witness: his Hugo, and a critical article written by Ursula LeGuin, ``The
Modest One'' (Collected in the Language of the Night with other essays by
her, Berkley 1979. Just read it !). She does explain very well why his work
is very, very good. Of course, his style is not flashy, but he is
constantly experimenting with very odd stuff. He is a very good SF writer
overall. He does definitely not follow the ``mainstream SF'', so his style
is his, not an imitation :-).

Concerning ``the translation problem'', you've got it all wrong.  Phil Dick
translation is not better, style just does not usually show as much in
translation - the noteable exception being Edgar Poe translated by Charles
Baudelaire. Besides, most of the SF-stuff is translated under commercial
pressure, you're lucky if the resulting style ends above pure trash (you
have to be obstinate to read SF in French. I've been, for a long time.
Being able to read original versions was a well-needed gush of fresh air).

Concerning Phil Dick in French, this might be more a question of
availability. Considering the (relatively) small-marketplace there is,
there are only very few people publishing it actively, who have been trying
to get SciFi recognized for long years. If you consider the specific mature
nature of Dick's works, it's no surprise he was more or less chosen as an
example to give to the mainstream. So you can find (nearly) his complete
works in French, a situation which was very rare up to the last five years
or so.

Marc
espie@flamingo.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 08:04:06 GMT
From: roger_earl@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca (Roger Earl)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

Well fans of Stephen R. Donaldson might be happy to hear that he has
written more books than most people think.  As well as his popular Sci-Fi
novels he writes Detective novels under a different name.  He uses the
pseudonym 'Reed Stephens'.  I haven't read any of his detective novels, but
they are supposed to be much more 'cheerful' than his Sci-Fi.  Apparently
he enjoys writting Detective novels more than his Sci-Fi, which he himself
finds a bit depressing.

roger_earl@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 15:25:28 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Daniel Keyes Moran

tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker) said:
> Moran's dedications and author's notes are the best I've ever read.  They
> make you feel good, and wonder about this guy.  If you happen to ever see
> Emerald Eyes, just read the dedications and the afterward.  

I agree that the three-page Afterword at the end of _Emerald Eyes_ is a
wonderful essay on writing and how an Idea can haunt an author... well
worth reading.

But, be aware that it contains at least one fairly big spoiler for EE
(after all, its placement assumes you've just read the book), in the form
of a major hint as to who dies in the book.  Oh well.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 20:52:04 GMT
From: ternent@WKUVX1 (John Ternent)
Subject: RE: _Silverlock_

I can definitely see why some people would not like _Silverlock_,
especially if they don't get some of the literary allusions. Even though my
opinion is that _Silverlock_ stands as a good book on its own, part of the
delight was to see old friends (Hamlet, Robin Hood, Oedipus, Beowulf, etc.)
in a new light. I have to agree with John Newmark in that the book needs to
be re-read several times, especially after you read some "classical" work.
Chances are it will appear in some form in _Silverlock_.

By the way, John, I also wondered about the man who had to commit an evil
deed each day. It seems naggingly familiar, but I can't place it! I may
have to break down and get the companion. Do you know who publishes it?

John Ternent
Kentucky Climate Center
TERNENT@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 22:33:53 GMT
From: lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (Lee Derbenwick)
Subject: Re: Review: "The Sleeping Dragon" by Joel Rosenberg

firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth) writes:
[...]

> To each his own.  For me, the reason I couldn't finish the books was that
> I found the story obnoxious.  These young people find themselves in a
> different world, and their major preoccupation is with enforcing on the
> inhabitants of that world, by all means, including brute force, their
> own view of the One True and Right Society.
>
> Now, if these people were mediaeval Christian bigots and the other world
> was the Inca Empire, the book might have been objective, well-argued, and
> engaging.  But, because the One True &c is a typical late-60s
> touchy-feely wet liberalism, the book simply assumes we'll identify with
> the kids as the good guys and the hapless natives as the bad guys. [...]

The "One True etc" that you refer to is, in the books, an absolute
opposition to slavery.  Hardly what most people mean by "late-60s ...
liberalism"!  Did you perhaps mean "early-1860's liberalism"?  After all,
that's when that issue was fought out in the United States.

Not that _Guardians_ is perfect, by any means; not being into role-playing,
I find the role-playing universe's rules just a bit tedious.  If you want
to read what I consider top-notch Joel Rosenberg, start with _Not for
Glory_, then _Hero_.

Or try his new fantasy, _D'Shai_.  It has a certain, uh, balance :-) to it.

Lee Derbenwick
AT&T Bell Laboratories
Warren, NJ
lfd@cbnewsm.ATT.COM
<wherever>!att!cbnewsm!lfd

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 16:47:58 GMT
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: Re: Hyperion (spoilers)

HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy) writes:
>We are told in parts of the book that humanity *has* somewhat stagnated,
>and it's certainly understandable that different societies on different
>planets would have different levels of technical knowledge, tools etc.

Stagnation:
I never got this impression through most of the book.  I did notice the
overindulgence in nostalgia for Old Earth, and felt that Silenus' celebrity
was due primarily to his origins, but the end of the Consul's Tale took me
completely by surprise.  Did I miss a lot, or did anyone else get the
impression that Simmons pulled the "stagnation" bit out of thin air?

Technical knowledge:
Different planets (at least the ones in the net) WOULD NOT have different
levels of technology.  After all, the very rich had homes spanning several
worlds.  With instantaneous farcaster travel, information and technology
would almost have to be equal everywhere (except where deliberately kept
primitive, as the planet where Sol and Rachel retreated - sorry, can't
remember the name).

>The archaeological expedition that Rachel's with uses *telephone wire* for
>communication and 700-year old techniques for mapping the Sphinx?

Yes, I believe there was specific mention that the time tides messed with
EVERYTHING that was high-tech.  After all, ships couldn't come close, and
everytime someone went inside the tombs, their comlogs ceased to function
properly.

All in all, I enjoyed the story (meaning HYPERION and FALL together)
immensely, except for what I felt was the unsupported contention that
humanity was stagnant.  I guess the Consul's tale had to come last, but if
it had occurred before others, I could have been more watchful for evidence
of this decline.  As it was, I felt that the Detective's tale and the
Priest's tale both reflected advances in attitudes and relationships, not
at all the stagnation of the Consul's tale.

Curt Wiederhoeft

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 14:37:27 GMT
From: lac@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Lloyd Chalfant)
Subject: Re: Joan Slonczewski

I just finished Wall Around Eden and I liked it very much, although for
some reason I felt the end was anti-climatic.  Joan did a good job of
describing post-nuclear war life and her characterization was great.

Lloyd Chalfant

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 18:49:08 GMT
From: zwicky@erg.sri.com (Elizabeth Zwicky)
Subject: Re: Joan Slonczewski

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   The only book I've read by her is _Still Forms on Foxfield_ about a
>world government discovering an early colony of Friends (similar to the
>Amish) ...

The community of Friends, both here and now and on Foxfield, are Quakers.
Pretty much the only thing they share with the Amish is a religious
commitment to non-violence.

Elizabeth Zwicky
zwicky@erg.sri.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 17:08:11 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Amber series

msl@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Mike Leclere) writes:
>I have been wondering the same thing myself.  The last one I have seen is
>"Knight of Shadows" (lovely name, that ;-).

Yes, it is, in one sense.

But it is a *horrible* name in another sense: the first Zelazny I ever read
was "Jack of Shadows", and I loved it, and have been waiting (without much
hope) for a sequel ever since. So naturally when I saw "Knight of Shadows"
I got *all* excited. Finding it was "only" another Amber book really
crushed me.

Whereas if it had a different title, I would have been excited that another
Amber book came out. Matter of expectation and disappointment.

I bought it anyway, of course. Some people have been saying that the Corwin
series was far better than the Merlin series, but personally I think it's
the other way around.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 91 04:18:56 GMT
From: demon@desire.wright.edu (Demon Turbo From Hell)
Subject: More Cat's Eye

   Well, to add another name to the list of people who have written books
about half-breeds with psionic powers titled "Cat's Eye"

Roger Zelazny 

   The protaganist was a half-breed indian.  He had to stalk someone (or be
stalked) with similar psi powers.  The stalking went on in a spirit world
as well as the physical one.

   All this talk of Cat's Eyes with similar plots gives me the vision of SF
writers diligently working to earn "SF" badges.  One for copying a pre-1960
writer's plot/style, one for writing a story about a half-breed psionic
with the title Cat's Eye, etc.

Brett

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 91 18:59:03 GMT
From: rransom@bchm1.aclcb.purdue.edu (beer dad)
Subject: re: Amber series

Yes, "Knight of Shadows" is the latest of the Amber series.  It has always
seemed odd to me that Merlin has extensive magical powers from his training
in Chaos while Corwin rarely demonstrates any from his training in Amber.
The only reference I recall is the short, minor spell he chants at the
horned demon of the Black Road.  This can be attributed to the Lords of
Amber's near universal lack of interest in the deeper workings of their own
powers (with the notable exception of Brand and his cabal), but never
seemed to make sense in the context of the struggle between Chaos and
Amber.  Wouldn't Chaos have dominated and destroyed Amber and the Pattern
with their obviously superior knowledge of magic?  Certainly Dworkin was a
bad ass, but he is described as merely another of a series of princes of
Chaos.
 This lack of balance of powers is one of the reasons that the Merlin
series seemed a bit stretched, with every Chaos figure cloaked in
mysterious powers, while the Amberites blunder about with no knowledge of
the deeper issues being decided around them.  I look forward however to the
resolution of these issues that Zelazny is moving towards in Knight of
Shadows.

Richard Ransom
rransom@aclcb.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 19:02:30 GMT
From: schouten@sp17.csrd.uiuc.edu (Dale Schouten)
Subject: Re: More Cat's Eye

demon@desire.wright.edu writes:
>Well, to add another name to the list of people who have written books
>about half-breeds with psionic powers titled "Cat's Eye"
>
>Roger Zelazny 

In the spirit of pedantry, I believe this story was actually titled ``Eye
of Cat'', though I may be mistaken, you never know.

Dale Schouten
schouten@uiuc.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Blake's 7 & Logan's Run & Quantam Leap &
                        Otherworld (3 msgs) & Time Travel TV (2 msgs) &
                        Battlestar Galactica & Doctor Who &
                        Star Trek (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 91 13:42:56 GMT
From: schar@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

bhwhelan@unix1.tcd.ie (Brendan Whelan) writes:
>   I'm surprised that little about Blake's 7 is put on the network, I mean
> it could be considered the English equivalent of Star Trek and, wasn't
> there a rumour of a come-back?  So come on, let's see some support out
> there.

Back when I first saw Blake's 7, I thought it was the best televised SF
since original Star Trek, and actually considered it superior to TNG's dog
of a second season (which was underway when Blake's 7 had its run here).

Unfortunately, I'm having little luck getting any of the LA area stations
to run it again.

Brian Schar
schar@ssdvax.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 21:19:34 GMT
From: ifaq570@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Kitchen)
Subject: Re: Logan's Run

   I haven't heard about this series in some time. If anyone knows about
where to see it again, I would like to hear too.
   As to where REM the andriod came from, they found him somewhere in the
outside still at his duties prescribed before the holocaust. I forget what
the duties were. They found the light powered car in the old Museum. For
those of you who are wondering why a group with that kind of technology
couldn't stop the holocaust in the first place, one of the last shows
explained it. The last achievement of the engineers was time travel, and
they set out to go ahead in time and see if they could prevent any major
mistakes. The time traveler arrived in Logan's period, but was unable to
figure out what happened. When he returned, and the time project was a
success, then all the world leaders got paranoid about being killed as
children, and the apocalypse was on.

Allen Kitchen
ifaq570@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 13:18:57 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - "8 1/2 Months" *SPOILERS*

I'm giving this world-wide distribution, so those folks overseas who don't
want this episode spoiled for them should bail out now.  I wish you didn't
have to wait so long to see these.

8 1/2 Months
November 14, 1955

Air Date: March 6, 1991
Writer: Deborah Pratt
Director: James Whitmore, Jr.
Guest Cast: Dotty: Lana Schwab, Bob: James Whitmore Jr., Keeter: Hunter von
   Leer, Effy: Tasha Scott, Mrs. Thailer: Anne Haney, Dr. Rogers: Parley
   Baer, Willis: Philip Linton, Nurse Denton: Peggy Walton-Walker

Billie Jean Crockett is a pregnant teenager who will make the second
biggest mistake of her life by giving up her baby for adoption unless Sam,
as Billie Jean, can convince someone to help her raise her child - before
going into labor himself.

Since there was a close-up in this week's TV Guide, I was able to supply
the characters' names with the actors who played them.  Wish they would do
this every week!

I thought this was a wonderful episode, and perfectly acted!  Playing a
pregnant teenager has to be one of the hardest things a man can do, and
Scott Bakula, as usual, pulled it off beautifully.

Sam leaps in just as Billie Jean is being rushed into the delivery room to
give birth to her out of wedlock child.  Fortunately, according to Al, Dr.
Beeks (remember her? :) was able to stop the labor - for now.  They
determine that Billie Jean is going to deeply regret giving her child up
for adoption, and must work to allow her to keep the baby.

This is made difficult by her father's refusal to help.  He "doesn't want
to spend the rest of my life paying for your mistake", a sentiment echoed
by one of her only friends, Dotty, who is putting her up until she has the
baby.

Sam goes to Billie Jean's father (played by director James Whitmore Jr!)
and while he refuses to help or even acknowledge his incipient grandchild,
it's obvious that he does love his daughter.  It also appears that he and
Dottie know each other from high school and they were more than just
classmates.

Sam, meanwhile is pregnant, even though Al insists it's impossible.  This
doesn't explain away the fact that Sam and Dottie felt the baby kicking
within, and his craving for (ugh) jello and onions.

The father of the child is still in high school, planning on attending
college and insists he can't help pay for the baby's support.  He resents
Billie Jean/Sam's change of heart and asking for help, saying "I didn't
make that baby by myself" (neither did she, but she'll wind up paying for
it herself).

Sam goes into labor and makes his way back to Dottie's, who is struggling
to change a flat.  On Sam's insistance, Dottie sends Effy to find Billie
Jean's father, and she does so.  He shows no intention of going to her to
help, saying that she can have the baby at home.  Effy says she could die,
and when dad tells her that "she's 16, she isn't going to die having a
baby", Effy informs him that "my sister was 17, and she bled to death in my
mother's arms" having a baby at home.  This frightens him with the thought
that he could REALLY lose his daughter, so he rushes to her side, to be
there as Sam/Billie Jean gives birth.  Sam asks him to promise to help
raise the baby and he does so.  Al then informs Sam that Dottie and dad
marry and help Billie Jean with the baby.  As junior puts in an appearance,
Sam leaps out.

I thought this was a great story, bizarre even for Quantum Leap!  This
episode also raised as many questions as the previous 2 seasons put
together.  I think it's going to take a while to figure some of this stuff
out.

QL stories usually revolve around someone having to make a difficult
decision, with Sam there to help them make the correct choice to prevent
personal disaster.  This episode was one of these.  True, it was Sam and
not the leapee who took the steps to reverse the decision to put the baby
up for adoption, but he had to help Bob, Billie Jean's father, decide to
take care of his daughter, despite deeply conservative views.  This time
though, Sam was in a relatively powerless position, as 16 year old Billie
Jean was written off as "trash" and was not to be listened to.  It was her
friend Effy who convinced the father that his daughter needed him.

One of the things I love about Quantum Leap is the way women are treated as
intelligent, empowered adults who can do the right thing.  In other words,
like human beings.  Dottie thought she needed the beer-swilling Keeter, but
thanks to Sam, found out in time that he was not to be depended on, that
ultimately she had to depend on herself to get things done. It was clear
that Dottie and Bob Crockett were once very close, and that Sam's leap in
was as much for their benefit as it was for Billie Jean and the baby's.

We have been told in this episode explicitly that there IS a transfer of
matter between Sam's time and the past.  He and the leapee are physically
changing places, with the leapee's "aura" making the people around them see
the leapee instead of Sam (or something - I don't think even the folks at
Project Quantum Leap are sure).  According to Al, the leapee in the waiting
room looks like Sam, and sees Sam's reflection in the mirror.  This is
pretty much what we thought, even if certain past episodes seemed to
contradict this.

Now.  The problem is - where's the baby?  Al tells Sam that the baby is in
the future with Billie Jean and Dr. Beeks, but that Sam is bonding with
baby in the past and holds out the possibility that Sam might have to give
birth himself.  Both men feel it's impossible though.  Al also tells Sam
that he is picking up Billie Jean's mood swings.  I think it's likely that
he is suffering from the rampaging hormones that every pregnant woman puts
up with.  Of course, this confirms what I have been saying all along that
there is some communication between Sam and the leapee, even if neither is
conscious of it.

In the delivery room, Al tells Sam that the baby has "disappeared from
Billie Jean's womb".  Al had the fear that if the baby decided to put in an
appearance before Sam leaped out, that it could be born in the future, but
the way it turned out, it was born into its own time.  Sam wasn't the only
one travelling in time in this episode. :-)

How much of the person in the past is Sam and how much is leapee?  Sam and
Al both insist that it would be impossible for Sam, as leapee to be
pregnant, much less give birth but, he does.  This brings up the age-old
question of how does Sam use the potty when he leaps into a woman?

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 18:16:55 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.uri.edu (J Metz)
Subject: Re:  Otherworld

   I tried posting something about Otherworld a while ago, about a month
and a half, actually.  When the digest #82 came out I was sure it had
finally come full circle, but alas, no.

   I, too, liked this show.  I particularly liked the second episode (or
third, I can't quite remember) where the family went into a town of Robots.
Ray Walston had a bit appearance, I think.  I particularly liked the way
they handled the teenage son's romantic robotic interest, and how she
'felt' about his leaving.

   Likewise, one of my favorite episodes was about how men were slaves to
women, and how they had to take a test of reading in order to get a job as
a vegetable waxer.  Remember: Never take your shirt off when barbequeing!
:)

   Anyway, my original question was something along the line of how did the
family get back?  *Did* they ever get back?  I watched the CBS series, and
as far as I recall, it wasn't solved.  Period.  The teenage girl had to
answer some questions in the last episode I remember seeing, questions that
were left by another teenage girl who looked just like her, but came from
the sixties.  I remember a question in which the answer was John F.
Kennedy, but that's all.  What happened at the end?  They weren't able to
go home, I remember, but they got something else as a reward.  Does anyone
remember what it was?  Can someone fill me in?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 20:40:52 GMT
From: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com (Loren Heisey)
Subject: Re: OtherWorld

>"Otherworld" repeats showed up on the USA network about a year and a half
>ago.  Haven't seen it since, though.

Episode titles that were rerun on USA:

1. Rules of Attraction (pilot)
2. Village of the Motorpigs
3. Paradise Lost
4. The Zone Troopers Build Men
5. Rock and Roll Suicide
6. Princess Metra
7. Mansion of the Beast
8. I Am Woman, Hear Me Roar

Cast:

Sam Groom          Hal Sterling
Gretchen Corbet    June Sterling
Tony O'Dell        Trace Sterling
Jonna Lee          Gina Sterling
Brandon Crane      Smith Sterling (pilot)
Chris Hebert         "            (series)
Jonathan Banks     Kommander Nuveen Kroll

Loren Heisey
Internet: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com
UUCP    : {decwrl|rutgers|ucbvax}!hplabs!hp-pcd!lorenh

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 91 03:36:10 GMT
From: sasha.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (david a. tumarkin)
Subject: Re:  Otherworld

I also loved this show.  One of my more favorite guests they had was mark
Lenard as a commander at a ZIT (Zoned Infantry Trooper) Training School.
My favorite episode is where they wander into a community where males are
relegated to second class citizens (although if I saw it, the rock music
episode would have probably taken its place).

Sasha

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 20:44:21 GMT
From: makinney@WKUVX1 (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: Time Travel TV (a late word)

On the list of shows that occasionally used time travel, add (and you guys
are going to LOVE this one) THE TRANSFORMERS. There's one episode where a
bunch of them fall through a time rip during a fight and wind up in the
Middle Ages.  Starscream mixes up some gunpowder and starts having fun. One
of the best episodes of an at best mediocre show (except for the first few
episodes).

Mark A. Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky
Bitnet: MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
Internet: kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 12:15:39 GMT
From: witt@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com
Subject: Re: Time Travel TV

Hello,

   THE OUTER LIMITS had at least three episodes that dealt with time
travel.
   One starred Martin Landau as a mutant from the future coming back to the
present to prevent the nuclear war that disfigured him and destroyed the
Earth.
   Another starred Carroll O'Connor and another actor as two martians that
are studying human violence by observing a murder in a hotel lobby and
using time travel to replay the scene over and over.
   The third one starred Michael Ansara as a soldier from the future who
becomes trapped in our time.
   There may be other episodes too. It's been a long time since I've seen
this series.

Tom Witt
Allen-Bradley Co.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 17:12:41 GMT
From: meade@athena.mit.edu (Brian R Meade)
Subject: Battlestar Galactica

Can anyone out there in net-land tell me anything about BG after they
finally reached Earth and got a mostly new cast.

I seem to remember it being called BG 1984 and I thought it involved the
Cylons travelling in Earth's past to try and screw up Man's history.

And I know that the Colonial viper's infamous third button was finally
used.  anyone remember what is was used for?

I have a lot riding on this one(right, Dave), so any help would be
appreciated.

Thanks.

Brian Meade
Mass. Inst. of Tech.
meade@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 06:05:23 GMT
From: srb@mit.edu
Subject: Doctor Who

According to KQED in San Jose, if you want to help convince the BBC to
continue with Doctor Who, the address to write is:

Peter Creegan
BBC Television Centre
Wood Lane
London W.12
United Kingdom

The heavier the deluge the better.  

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 23:35:13 GMT
From: GGGALA@wmvm1.bitnet (Lomah)
Subject: ST:TNG

Is it any surprise that the show has improved over four seasons?  First
off, the cast was a group of people unfamiliar with each other.  They had
to have time to acclimate themselves with everyone else's idiosyncracies.
Secondly, they, the producers, have had a chance to evaluate the reactions
of the public.  Given four years, the show was bound to improve, acting,
special effets, etc.

The one thing that I have noticed that still bothers me is the fact that
Coucelor Troi was a lieutenant at the very beginning, but now, it seems she
has dropped her rank into an abyss somewhere.  What happened with that?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 02:45:34 GMT
From: U51034@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: ST:TNG

The more I watch ST:TNG the more I wonder what kind of military force
StarFleet has become.  For the first couple of seasons, the crew of
NCC-1701D kind of floated around without actual positions (I wasn't even
sure if Picard was really the captain) but they did have ranks.  Now that
the positions have been sorted out and everyone is in their proper place
(except for the 600-odd crewpeople who don't really seem to have jobs), the
ranks have gone to the wayside.  It looked for a while that they didn't
really need ranks anyways since nobody ever really acted like they were on
a military vessel in the first place.  I like to consider ST:TNG sort of
like a Love Boat in space.

Choudet Khuon
U51034@UICVM.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 07:37:22 GMT
From: ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu (Ragnarok the All-Powerful)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

<U51034@uicvm.uic.edu> writes:
>The more I watch ST:TNG the more I wonder what kind of military force
>StarFleet has become.  For the first couple of seasons, the crew of
>NCC-1701D kind of floated around without actual positions (I wasn't even
>sure if Picard was really the captain) but they did have ranks.  Now that
>the positions have been sorted out and everyone is in their proper place
>(except for the 600-odd crewpeople who don't really seem to have jobs),
>the ranks have gone to the wayside.  It looked for a while that they
>didn't really need ranks anyways since nobody ever really acted like they
>were on a military vessel in the first place.  I like to consider ST:TNG
>sort of like a Love Boat in space.

That's because Starfleet is NOT a military organization!  Notice:

According to ST:TNG Writer's/Director's guide (1987): "Starfleet is NOT a
military organization....No saluting.  We may hear the word 'Sir,' but it
is intended as the same kind of courtesy used by junior and senior officers
on commercial airliners....No stories about warfare with Klingons or
Romulans and no stories with Vulcans."  Granted the Romulan/Klingon/Vulcan
rule has laxed, Starfleet is still basically non-military (except when they
are cornered, like the Borg situation).  The fourth season ST:TNG Writer's
Technical Manual says to mentally merge NASA, the Coast Guard and research
ships like Calypso to gain a concept of the Enterprise's mission.

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu     
ragnarok@bucs1.bradley.edu     
aamlath@heartland.bradley.edu  
af547@cleveland.freenet.edu    

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Adams & Baron & Bellairs (2 msgs) &
                        Brooks (3 msgs) & Cherryh & 
                        Clarke (4 msgs) & Deitz & 
                        Duane & Franklin & Gardner (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 06:02:20 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Douglas Adams Tidbits

Heard Douglas Adams on the Larry King radio show tonight.

Interesting tidbits overheard :

  New *non*-fiction book : "Last Chance to See" apparently an enviromental
  book about the rainforest destruction in Brazil.

  Has sold rights to and worked on a Hitchhiker's *MOVIE* but the thing is
  apparently mired down in Hollywood Beaurocracy.

If this has already been posted, my apologies.  I'm home on spring break
and can't afford to read through 390 messages via Sprint !  :-)

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 13:48:28 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Robert Silverberg's Time Tours: GLORY'S END by Nick Baron

	  Robert Silverberg's Time Tours: GLORY'S END by Nick Baron
		   Harper, 1990, ISBN 0-06-106013-5, $3.50.
		      A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Well, it was time travel and alternate history (or at least a "change
war" sort of book) so, "YA novel" or not, I picked it up.  It's written in
the same universe as Robert Silverberg's UP THE LINE, with the same sort of
time travel (minus all the sex, of course), which is why his name is above
the title and Nick Baron's is at the bottom of the cover.  As a young adult
novel, it would be passable enough ... *except*.  Except that not once, but
twice, the book gives the year of the Gettysburg Address as 1883 instead of
1863!  (Yes, it's an alternate history, but not *that* alternate.)  For
this I blame not "Nick Baron" (whoever s/he might be), and certainly not
Robert Silverberg , but the poor typesetting/proof-reading at Harper.  Is
this unwarranted nit-picking?  Given the sad state of education today, I
think not, because young readers could well walk away from this book
thinking that the Gettysburg Address *was* in 1883.  If Harper would get
their act together, they could have a promising series here, of which this
is the second.  The first was THE ROBIN HOOD AMBUSH by William Wu.  The
third will be (has been?) TIMECRIME, INC. by John D. MacDonald and Debra
Doyle, due out in February.  (Oh, and one final question: is it just my
cynicism, or is the word "glory" in this title just in cash in on the movie
GLORY's popularity?  I can't recall ever hearing the word applied to the
Civil War until now.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 22:26:35 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: John Bellairs (Face in the Frost author) has died

John Bellairs, well-known local author, died of heart disease last week.
He was 53.  His best-known adult book is probably The Face in the Frost.
He wrote many YA books, including The House with a Clock in its Walls.

Laurie Mann
lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
Laurie_Mann@m80.sw.stratus.com  

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 14:09:14 GMT
From: timk@meaddata.com (Tim Klein)
Subject: Re: John Bellairs (Face in the Frost author) has died

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
> John Bellairs, well-known local author, died of heart disease last week.
> He was 53.  His best-known adult book is probably The Face in the Frost.
> He wrote many YA books, including The House with a Clock in its Walls.

You mean he wrote other adult books?  I loved The Face in the Frost!

The House with a Clock in its Walls was the book that introduced me to SF/F
when I was about 10 years old.  Excellent stuff.  I'm very sorry to hear
that Mr. Bellairs has died.

Timothy Klein           
timk@meaddata.com     
...!uunet!meaddata!timk

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 05:35:22 GMT
From: vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew)
Subject: Re: Other Terry Brooks books

ternent@WKUVX1 (John Ternent) writes:
>I _completely_ agree that the Landover books are worth reading. I also was
>hesitant about getting _Magic Kingdom for Sale -- Sold_ because it seemed
>kind of frivolous and totally different from the Shannara books.  I
>finally broke down and bought _MKfSS_ and couldn't put it down until until
>I read the whole thing!!

Personally I think the packaging on MKfSS was misleading. I generally don't
read fantasy but bought this expecting something "frivolous and totally
different from the Shannara books" and as a result was rather disappointed.
Not a bad book, but not what I expected. Perhaps there should be some sort
of training school for blurb writers to ensure this sort of a thing happens
less often. :-)

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 18:30:41 GMT
From: drakenk@infonode.ingr.com (Keith Drake)
Subject: Druid of Shannara

 Has anybody read The Druid yet? Is it good,as good,or better than the
rest?  I'm fixing to buy it in hardback and wanted to know if it's worth
it.  Thanks!

N. Keith Drake
drakenk@infonode.ingr.com
!uunet!ingr!b25!rd3537!keith

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 22:10:12 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Re: Druid of Shannara

Well, it's a little "odd" I guess is the best word. I'm not going to spoil
anything by being obvious (as if the story wasn't obvious enough). It just
seems that the Four Lands just keep getting more and more detail added to
them. For example in Sword, we had no clue about the Westland. In
Elfstones, we didn't even know what Heaven's Well was. They were there all
the time, but the story didn't come near enough to make a description
worthwhile. In any case, we've explored the Eastland and the Westland and
the Southland, so there's only one place to go.  'Nuf said.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 91 00:04:16 GMT
From: jaymin@maths.tcd.ie (Jo Jaquinta)
Subject: Request for Cherryh fan fiction

   Does anyone out there have anything they've written set in any of C.J.
Cherryh's worlds? Alternatively, does anyone know of any stuff in fanzines?
I have the "Finity's End" filk tape. Are there others?
   Please reply by e-mail.

Jo Jaquinta
jaymin@maths.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 19:24:23 GMT
From: IB074C@gwuvm.gwu.edu (Ross Daniels)
Subject: RAMA III ?

I am new to this list and was wondering if anyone knew about any new "RAMA"
books from Arthur Clarke.  The prologue in "Rama II" said that new books
were forthcoming but I have yet to see or hear anything about them.  Will
some "Rama" lover please help me!!!!!

Ross Daniels
The George Washington University
IB074C@GWUVM.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 18:56:59 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Re: RAMA III ?

  This reminds me of the first time I heard Clarke had written a sequel to
RAMA: I liked the first book, but thought it was pretty conclusively over
when it ended, and said `You can't write a sequel to RAMA!'  Guy next to me
looks up, doesn't miss a beat: `No, you have to write _two_ sequels.'

Tom Hyer

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 91 00:06:35 GMT
From: sakai@yorick.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Re: RAMA III ?

IB074C@GWUVM.GWU.EDU (Ross Daniels) writes:
>I am new to this list and was wondering if anyone knew about any new
>"RAMA" books from Arthur Clarke.  The prologue in "Rama II" said that new
>books were forthcoming but I have yet to see or hear anything about them.

There will be other 2 "Rama" novels by A.C. Clarke and G. Lee.  By the way,
I like first "Rama" novel very much, but I disappointed by "Rama II".  It
is dull and too long imitation of first one's groly, (of course, IMHO).

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 15:00:29 GMT
From: paulm@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Paul McGREGOR)
Subject: Re: RAMA III ?

IOR@SLACVM.SLAC.STANFORD.EDU (Thomas Hyer):
>   This reminds me of the first time I heard Clarke had written a sequel
> to RAMA: I liked the first book, but thought it was pretty conclusively
> over when it ended, and said `You can't write a sequel to RAMA!'

Conclusively over? Read the very last line of Rama I.

	"The Ramans do everything in threes"
   
Pretty obvious that there is room for Rama III which Arthur C.  alludes to
in the afterword of Rama II.

BTW, I found Rama I and Rama II to be very different books with Rama II
placing far more emphasis on characters and storyline, where the first is
just an exploration of the alien ship.  What I want to know is if this
dramatic change in style due to Gentry Lee or Arthur C. maturing as an
author in the 16 years that separate the two books.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 19:39:10 GMT
From: PYC119@uriacc.uri.edu (Tom Linkenback)
Subject: Tom Deitz & "Stoneskin's Revenge"

   Has anyone else out there read this book?  He finally got around to
putting the new one out, and yes, there is going to be another one.

Tom Linkenback
PYC119 at URIACC

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 18:00:50 GMT
From: sigel@tallis.enet.dec.com (Andrew Sigel)
Subject: Re: Diane Duane

SAREK@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Garrett Fitzgerald) writes:
>Star Trek:
>THE WOUNDED SKY
>MY ENEMY, MY ALLY
>THE ROMULAN WAY (with Peter Morwood)
>SPOCK'S WORLD

And where is DOCTOR'S ORDERS, Diane's final Star Trek novel?

>Middle Kingdoms:
>THE DOOR INTO SUNSET (upcoming)
>THE DOOR INTO STARLIGHT (upcoming)

As others have so aptly said, I'll believe it when I see it.  There was a
comment made about Duane doing other things that are more rewarding to soul
and pocketbook.  Pocketbook, yes - writing for Saturday Morning Television,
and writing for packaged series (e.g., Dinosaucers, Star Trek, Guardians of
the Three) can be far more lucrative than either the Middle Kingdoms books
or the Wizard Series (especially the latter - YA is not the place to make
big bucks).  That she isn't writing much with her own characters indicates
to me that the soul is being left to hang while the body is fed.

>The "Wizard" Series:
>SO YOU WANT TO BE A WIZARD
>DEEP WIZARDRY
>HIGH WIZARDRY (upcoming)
>WIZARDS ABROAD (?) (upcoming)
>"Uptown Local" in DRAGONS AND DREAMS (ed. Yolen)

HIGH WIZARDRY has been out since April 1990 in hardcover.  Again, as with
the third and fourth Middle Kingdom books, I'll believe in WIZARD'S ABROAD
when I see it, or hear she's signed a contract for it.

>Other:
>GUARDIANS OF THE THREE: KEEPER OF THE CITY (with Peter Morwood--listed
>    under Bill Fawcett)

Why listed under Bill Fawcett?  He may have packaged the series and come up
with the concept, but Diane and Peter wrote the book.

While I'm at it, there is no mention of the new series Diane and Peter are
co-writing.  I believe this is being packaged by Bill Fawcett, too, but was
wholly Diane and Peter's idea.  As I recall (I'll have to check when I get
home) the first book is due out later this year.

Also, the screen credits have missed at least one episode Diane did for
Disney Television: she wrote the episode of "Duck Tales" that featured
Magica da Spell as the villain.

>p.s. Her middle name is Elizabeth

And she's married to (correct me if I have misremembered Peter's real name)
Robert Peter Smythe, who writes under the name of Peter Morwood.  They
currently live in County Wicklow, Ireland, not too far from Anne McCaffrey
and also near Katherine Kurtz.

Andrew Sigel
Digital Equipment Corp.
Littleton, MA
UUCP: ...!decwrl!tallis.enet!sigel
Internet:sigel@tallis.enet.dec.com	
         sigel%tallis.enet@decwrl.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 02:26:32 GMT
From: stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg)
Subject: Tales of the Taormin

I had read and enjoyed Cheryl Franklin's Light in Exile, so when the third
of the Tales of the Taormin came out, I decided to buy them all and read
them all at once.  The three books are Fire Lord, Fire Get, and Fire
Crossing.  This will be a short review of all three books, and there might
be a "spoiler" or two, although I don't think anything I write here would
actually *spoil* anything for the reader.

Fire Lord is an excellent fairy tale, disguised as a novel.  That's not an
insult.  I *like* fairy tales.  There is a magic object and a quest to
track it down, but that turns out to be quite incidental to the real thread
of the story.  Franklin is effective at getting the reader into the heads
of two pretty archetypical characters: the innocuous fading (not fainting)
maiden, and the heartless, all-powerful wizard.  Notice: I said
archetypical, not stereotypical.  This is good stuff, and it all comes to a
neat full stop at the end of the tale.

Fire Get is not nearly so good.  It's too cliched to be a good novel and
not the right flavor for a fairy tale.  The framing sequence in Fire Get
establishes that the world of Fire Lord is the by-product of a catastrophe
that occurred in the world of Light in Exile.  Frankly, I gagged on the
framing sequence.  I can not suspend disbelief that an entire interstellar
economy can be implemented on the basis of a concept that only ONE man can
comprehend, nor is genius any basis for jumping to completely unsupported
conclusions.  Fortunately the framing sequence does not intrude into the
story itself.

Unfortunately, the story itself is almost a parody of a bad spy novel or
the Keystone Cops, I'm not sure which.  Suffice it to say, there are
several cases of mistaken identity (including mistaken by the parties being
misidentified), an assassin's guild (never mentioned in Fire Lord), real
assassins, fake assassins, dead assassins animated or possessed by the
spirit of someone who died in the previous book, the world's most powerful
sorceress disguised as a sewing maid, a band of travelling players,
pilgrims, pickpockets, and ghosts.  DESPITE all that, the story is not a
complete disaster.  Just not very good.

Fire Crossing takes place shortly after the events in Fire Get and Light in
Exile, and both worlds are unified at the end.  This was a better story
than Fire Get in some ways, and a disappointment in others.  There is some
good development of the primary character, who resembles another archetype.
More of the day to day background of the Network/Consortium world is filled
in than was given in Light in Exile.  We get to see, interestingly, how a
dead yet still puissant wizard (e.g., Sauron, or ObiWan Kenobi) might
interact with the world.  That is all good.  On the bad side, Franklin
can't deal with the consequences of mortals with effectively infinite
power.  I don't know anyone who can, really, and when writers let their
characters become all-powerful and on-stage at the same time, the story has
pretty much come apart.  I will admit that there wasn't any deus ex
machina.  But when the characters are indistinguishable from gods, how much
does that matter?

Also on the bad side, we have revolting schticks like two Network assassins
killing an inconvenient good guy by paralyzing him with a scratch from a
poison ring then dissolving his body, while still alive and conscious, with
a "solvent" from a spray can.  That's not only YUCH, that's pointless!
Finally, while I could kind of cope with a one-man, computer-assisted
dicatorship of the Network in Light in Exile, I found it harder to believe
this time around.

So, conclusion time.  Fire Lord is well worth reading if you enjoy modern
fairy tales.  Fire Get and Fire Crossing are obvious signs of BOTH
sequelitis and universal-unitis.  Fire Get is best considered a throwaway
transition, and Fire Crossing does not get a strong recommendation.  None
of the books is as anywhere as bad as some of the junk I've wasted money on
recently, but Fire Lord is the only one I'd push on a friend.

Stu Friedberg
stuart@cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 12:52:53 GMT
From: esury@warwick.ac.uk (Andy Smaller)
Subject: Re: Craig Shaw Gardner

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>Really?  I've read about half of Gardner's stuff and I think it's just
>terrible.  I MUCH prefer Asprin's Myth series.  Oh well.  To each his own,
>I guess.

I have read one of his books, "A Malady of Magicks", and I suppose it
wasn't bad, but nowhere approaching the quality of Terry Pratchett's stuff,
with which I suppose it invites comparison. When reading Pratchett, I feel
he is talking directly to *me*, and I can identify with his characters. I
don't have this feeling with CSG. Another thing which is really irritating
is the first-person narrative - it never seems to sound right, in any
books, not just Gardners (e.g., I read a first-person past-tense story in
Interzone in which the narrator shot himself at the end - odd, huh?) Anyway
that is off the point a bit. To summarise, CSG is a bit amateur really. I
must read some Robert Asprin sometime.

Andy Smaller
University of Warwick
Coventry, CV4 7AL, UK
esury@uk.ac.warwick.cu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 21:46:49 GMT
From: Chris.Holt@newcastle.ac.uk (Chris Holt)
Subject: Re: Craig Shaw Gardner

esury@warwick.ac.uk (Andy Smaller) writes:
>I have read one of his books, "A Malady of Magicks", and I suppose it
>wasn't bad, but nowhere approaching the quality of Terry Pratchett's
>stuff, with which I suppose it invites comparison.

Gardner's Cineverse series, starting with Slaves of the Volcano God, is
much better than the Wuntnor (?) books.

Chris.Holt@newcastle.ac.uk

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Dick (3 msgs) & Donaldson (5 msgs) &
                       Lem & May & McKillip & Wright

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 00:51:26 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Re: PKD

lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>    On a sidenote, anyone out there have a tape of _Bladerunner_, or
> remember off-hand what the physical and mental ratings of the four
> (known) Replicants were? I'm considering a theory that, given that there
> were six to start with, the chief *lied* to Deckard that one of them had
> been killed in the attack on Tyrell HQ; they captured one male and one
> female, and modified both of them in some way --> Rachael and Deckard.
> "To catch a Replicant, set a Replicant," right? And yes, I do know that
> the fifth Replicant was named Mary and was cut from the film at the last
> minute.  It's just a theory, and one about a *movie*, at that. Lighten
> up.

I do have a tape of Bladerunner, but I also have the Criterion Collection
LaserDisc version (gloat gloat). At the end of the LD version there's a
section of supplemental material including a gallery of Syd Mead drawings
(the visual designer for the movie), some scene-by-scene notes, some
overall notes, a bibliography, trivia quiz, and more Syd Mead. The
scene-by-scene notes list the following as their physical and mental
ratings:

  Roy:    Physical - A  Mental - A
  Leon:   Physical - A  Mental - C
  Pris:   Physical - A  Mental - B
  Zhora:  Physical - A  Mental - B

BTW, harking back to a controversial discussion that took place earlier,
the notes claim that 67 minutes into the movie, after Deckard has killed
Zhora, fought with Leon and been saved by Rachel, Deckard then puts his
hand lightly on Rachel's shoulder as he walks behind her and his eyes glow,
which means that he's a replicant. The author of the notes clearly suggests
that he believes this is so in a later reference to the origami unicorn
that Gaff leaves outside of Deckard's apartment. I looked for the scene
where Deckard's eyes supposedly glow and couldn't even find a scene meeting
that description on the LD. I haven't checked the tape, but I don't
remember ever seeing a scene like that.

The notes are fairly interesting - I transcribed them and typed them onto
my Mac at home, and some friends and I are going to have a look at the
movie this weekend after we've all read them. The bibliography seems fairly
extensive, but I haven't transcribed it. I might be willing to upload the
notes and mail them privately to interested parties, *if* said parties can
convince me that it wouldn't violate copyright laws. There isn't a specific
copyright pertaining to the notes, but I assume the copyright for the disc
covers everything on it. If someone asks nicely :-) I will find time to
transcribe the bibliography, though lots of the material may be hard to
find as it's mostly magazines and such from 10 years ago.

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 91 06:06:32 GMT
From: studer@suphys.physics.su.oz.au (Andrew Studer)
Subject: Re: PKD (Philip K Dick, minor spoilers)

I think PKD is a great writer, it's a shame that (at least out here) his
books are so hard to find. However, it is pleasing to see that all of his
short stories are being re- released as a five book set. (Five quite thick
books, may I add). I haven't read many PKD stuff, but here is a short
critique of a few books, mindful of what people have said so far concerning
characterisation etc.

A SCANNER DARKLY: my personal favourite. This one, like many of PKD's
books, takes a bit of patience and you have to read carefully: it took me
three goes to work it all out. The characterisations in this book are spot
on and the writing, for all that it's hard to follow, is first class.
Concerns the story of a narcotics agent who divides his time between a)
spying on suspected drug dealers and b) going undercover. He ends up being
assigned to spy on his undercover self, and things get quite crazy from
then on.

THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE: another fine book, again with first rate
characters and writing as well as plot. This one follows the standard
Dickian practice of following the lives of lots of interrelated people.

THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH: A short book this, one full of rather
curious and sometimes hard to follow analogies. Some of the ideas and terms
used seem a little dated, but this book has some genuinely spooky moments.
The "stigmata" used in the title become explicit towards the end.

MAZE OF DEATH: A disappointment. Great story for a while, really weak
ending.

MARTIAN TIME SLIP: Another fine book. Again, potentially dated in spots
(particularly, I suspect, Dick's treatment of autism) and this gets quite
confusing in the last third or so.

DO ANDROIDS DREAM...: VERY different to the film. I saw the film before
reading the book and be warned, it's a fairly big adjustment process.

Check out also the short story THE PRESERVING MACHINE, which is possibly
the best (not that there are many) music related SF story I've ever read.

Finally, a brief comment on what I think PKD's novels are "about". One of
the things I find most interesting (and part of what makes the novels hard
to read) is the concept of "genuineness": "High Castle" is set in an
alternative universe, with characters pursuing "genuine antiques", in
"Three Stigmata", the drug induced world of Chew-Z blurs with reality, in
"Do androids dream" there is confusion between real/ mehanical animals/
people (possibly the single biggest aspect of the book ignored in the film)
etc. etc.

These ideas are by no means original. Check out Brian Aldiss' book, "The
Trillion Year Spree", which covers SF in general, but discusses Dick in
depth.

Andrew Studer
Plasma Physics Dept, School of Physics
University of Sydney
NSW 2006 Australia
studer@alfven.physics.su.oz.au	

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 03:57:49 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: PKD (Philip K Dick, minor spoilers)

studer@suphys.physics.su.OZ.AU (Andrew Studer) writes:
>MAZE OF DEATH: A disappointment. Great story for a while, really weak
>ending.

Yes, and somewhat dated in its characterizations (IMHO).  However, it IS a
rather early example of "cyberspace" writing.  All in all, however, a
rather long way to go for what is essentially a whodunit.

>DO ANDROIDS DREAM...: VERY different to the film. I saw the film before
>reading the book and be warned, it's a fairly big adjustment process.

With "Blade Runner" I felt the quality of the final product did justice to
the deviations from the original.  If it were said that Blade Runner is the
child of DADOES, DADOES would be a proud father.

In the case of both DADOES and "Total Recall" (a bastard child of the
original Dick short story who would never be asked around for dinner, much
less acknowledged), it helps to pretend that the movie is completely
unrelated to the original when going from one to the other.  Otherwise
extreme confusion can result.

>Finally, a brief comment on what I think PKD's novels are "about". One of
>the things I find most interesting (and part of what makes the novels hard
>to read) is the concept of "genuineness": "High Castle" is set in an
>alternative universe, with characters pursuing "genuine antiques", in
>"Three Stigmata", the drug induced world of Chew-Z blurs with reality, in
>"Do androids dream" there is confusion between real/ mehanical animals/
>people (possibly the single biggest aspect of the book ignored in the
>film) etc. 
>
>These ideas are by no means original.

Maybe not, but Dick handled them better than SO MANY.  The theme of "what
is real?" is common to many Dick stories.  In addition to DADOES, the
aforementioned "Total Recall" and "Maze of Death" deal with the question
from the point of view of man-machine interfaces, and "Now Wait For Last
Year" is similar to "Three Stigmata" in that it involves a drug which so
blurs one's perception of reality that the question arises as to which side
of the "trip" one is on.

Don't leave off your list the following:

Radio Free Albemuth: features a science fiction author named Philip K Dick
as a supporting character/protagonist/narrator.  A not-too-alternate
universe in which Richard Nixon is not quite as stupid as our version, and
has a different name.

Now Wait for Last Year: An intriguing story that is done absolutely no
justice by the encapsulation "Leo Buscaglia decides to take over the world
for its own good.", but which might intrigue someone into reading it.

The Golden Man: an entertaining collection of Dick's short stories, maybe a
bit more accessible than some of his novels.  A good way to start in on
PKD.

And speaking of 'accessible' authors, I find Dick and Delany to be two of
the most challenging writers.  I just finished "Stars In My Pocket Like
Grains of Sand" and while it was much more readable and accessible than his
earlier "Dhalgren", it left me just as sure at the end that I'd entirely
missed the point.  In this, I find these authors quite similar.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr, U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 00:11:21 GMT
From: eecfb@marlin.jcu.edu.au (C F Brunner)
Subject: Donaldson's UNWRITTEN stuff

Does anyone know if he has finally got back onto Covenant. He still hasn't
done the third series.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 06:16:01 GMT
From: ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Douglas Ingram)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's UNWRITTEN stuff

iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes:
>eecfb@marlin.jcu.edu.au (C F Brunner) writes:
>>Does anyone know if he has finally got back onto Covenant. He still
>>hasn't done the third series.
>
>He has never promised to do a third Covenant series and has not written
>one to date.  

   I was at the same book-signing as Mr. Oh, I believe (the one in
Seattle), and I overheard one of the employees saying, "All everyone ever
does when they talk to him is ask him, 'When are you going to write more
Covenant?'"  Well, I don't know how Donaldson feels about it personally,
but when the guy in front of me asked that same question, Donaldson
delivered this answer in a somewhat weary but cheerful (he was pushing his
new hardback, after all) voice: "Once I start to work on something, I
concentrate completely on it until it is finished.  I will not do anything
else until I have finished all five books of the series which is just now
beginning.  After that, who knows?"

   So at Donaldson's rate of one book every nine months or so, it will be a
minimum of around four years before any new Land books come out, whether
they be centered around Covenant (unlikely), Linden (God forbid), or a
historical figure of the Land (Kevin!).

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu
ingram@uwaphast.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 07:14:45 GMT
From: eecfb@marlin.jcu.edu.au (C F Brunner)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's UNWRITTEN stuff

iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes:
>eecfb@marlin.jcu.edu.au (C F Brunner) writes:
>>Does anyone know if he has finally got back onto Covenant. He still
>>hasn't done the third series.
>
>He has never promised to do a third Covenant series and has not written
>one to date.

In an interview he gave with "Contemporary Authors" S. Donaldson did indeed
say that he planned a third series of Covenant but that he wanted to take a
rest before he did it. This was before the "Mirror of her Dreams" duo. He
claimed that he "felt he had more to say about it". Still, from your
answer, I take it there are no rumours of him currently working on the
books. Oh well.  

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 14:33:41 GMT
From: thornley@cs.umn.edu (David H. Thornley)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's OTHER stuff

roger_earl@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca (Roger Earl) writes:
>Well fans of Stephen R. Donaldson might be happy to hear that he has
>written more books than most people think.  As well as his popular Sci-Fi
>novels he writes Detective novels under a different name.  He uses the
>pseudonym 'Reed Stephens'.  I haven't read any of his detective novels,
>but they are supposed to be much more 'cheerful' than his Sci-Fi.
>Apparently he enjoys writting Detective novels more than his Sci-Fi, which
>he himself finds a bit depressing.

The one I read had, for a protagonist, a man who became alcoholic after
accidentally and fatally shooting his brother.  His partner was almost
catatonic after an incident where she had lost a hand holding a bomb
outside a hospital window so it wouldn't explode inside.

It was cheerful only in comparison to the darker parts of the Covenant
books.

DHT

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 16:13:48 GMT
From: lauger@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: DONALDSON'S NEW SERIES "THE REAL STORY"

jtware@WKUVX1 writes:
>    Has anyone read this book?  I have read a short description, and I
> think it sounds like it could be his weakest work yet.  I loved his
> Covenant series, and have not (as of yet) read his second set.  If there
> is anyone who has read this book, tell me what you thought.

I found "The Real Story" to be unsettling.  I couldn't identify with any of
the characters. Seems like the book is a set-up for the rest of the series.
Just an introduction to the main players with some background.  I wouldn't
be suprised to see the next book start several years into the future, with
the first book just explaining their past.

Could turn into a good series, but it's hard to tell from this one.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 91 23:32:55 GMT
From: kibo@acm.rpi.edu (Jim Parry)
Subject: I'm compiling a Stanislaw Lem bibliography

   I'm currently compiling a bibliography of the works of Stanislaw Lem
(Polish science-fiction/satire writer, born 1921) that have been published
in English.
   This is difficult because some have been published in several Polish
editions (such as "The Star Diaries") or been translated more than once
into English, been printed by more than one publisher, had their titles
changed, had Lem's name misspelled on them, etc.
   And, to make things worse, NONE of Lem's works are currently in print in
English, except his "Hospital of the Transfigurations" (HBJ, $9.95
paperback, publication date 3/91).

   If anyone can point me to any reasonably complete list of English Lem
books, I would be very happy.

   So far, I have been working from the lists printed in the books (all
very incomplete), on-line databases, reviews, reference books, and so on.
I'm sure I haven't yet found all the books ("Fiasco" isn't in any published
lists I've seen, but I have a copy), and the information I have been able
to find is very contradictory.

   Any assistance would be appreciated.

   (Doubtlessly someone else has already done this, I hope.  In any case,
I'll post my list when it's better researched.)

James Parry
138 Birch Lane             
Scotia, NY 12302-5520
kibo@rpi.edu (internet)
userfe0n at rpitsmts (bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 17:40:20 GMT
From: spielman@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Terence P. Spielman)
Subject: Julian May...

This is the first time I'm posting to this newsgroup, so forgive me if I
bring up an old issue.

Julian May wrote the Pliocene Exile (inc. The Many Colored Land, The Golden
Torc, The Nonborn King (was that the title?) and the Adversary). At the end
of the fourth book she mentions others stories, namely:

Diamond Mask
Jon the Bodiless
Magnificat

I have been looking for/waiting for these books for the past five years or
so.  I enjoyed her Intervention Series and can't wait to read the stories
of the Mental Revolt.  My question is, were these books ever published?  If
so, does anybody have a desire to help me obtain them?  If not, is there
any news on the publication of these books?  Thanks to all who reply!!!

Terence Spielman
spielman@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 91 22:43:43 GMT
From: rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu (Rebekah J. Jensen (Becky))
Subject: Patricia McKillip

I'm a big Patricia McKillip fan and I have recently seen a Witch World
anthology which contained one of her stories.  However, I have never read
any of the Witch World books.  My question is, does anyone know whether I
will be able to read/understand/enjoy this story without the Witch World
background?

Also, does anyone either have or could point me towards a complete listing
of McKillip's works, even her children's books?

Please feel free to e-mail me instead of posting to this high volume
newsgroup. ;)

Becky Jensen
Harvey Mudd College
rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu
!uunet!jarthur!rjensen

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 04:29:47 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Sleepers (was: Chris Hinz)

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>I simply cannot resist appeals like that: about the same time I read
>_L-K_, I also found a book called _A Matter of Oaths_, by Helen Wright,
>which does not seem to have made any impact (much less than Christopher
>Hinz's series), but was also an excellent first novel.  Be warned,
>however, its cover is very bad, both in the British and American editions.

Definitely yes. Does anyone know if Helen Wright has written anything
before or since?

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 19-Mar  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #94
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA08029; Tue, 19 Mar 91 09:29:30 EST
Date: Tue, 19 Mar 91 09:29:30 EST
Message-Id: <9103191429.AA08029@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #94
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 19 Mar 91 09:29:30 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #94
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 19 Mar 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 94

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Moran (2 msgs) & Niven (6 msgs) &
                         Rosenberg & Vinge

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 12:34:15 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Moran/Vardeman?

In response to my recent articles in praise of Daniel Keyes Moran, somebody
sent me email saying:

> Just a comment for those of you who don't know.  Daniel Keyes Moran and
> Robert E. Vardeman are the same man - sort of like Richard Bachman and
> Stephen King. Just thought you might be interested. If you like one or
> the other you should pick up the opposite one's books.

Well, I'm pretty sure that this is false, that although Vardeman did write
at least one book (_The Flame Key_, book 1 in the "Keys to Paradise"
series) under the name "Daniel Moran," Vardeman and Daniel _Keyes_ Moran
are two completely different people.

Could someone who _knows_ these things (you out there, Jerry? :-) please
clear this matter up publicly?  Thanks.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 04:20:37 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Moran/Vardeman?

wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) writes:
> somebody sent me email saying:
> Just a comment for those of you who don't know.  Daniel Keyes Moran and
>> Robert E. Vardeman are the same man.
>
> Well, I'm pretty sure that this is false, that although Vardeman did
> write at least one book (_The Flame Key_, book 1 in the "Keys to
> Paradise" series) under the name "Daniel Moran," Vardeman and Daniel
> _Keyes_ Moran are two completely different people.
>
> Could someone who _knows_ these things (you out there, Jerry? :-) please
> clear this matter up publicly?  Thanks.

*** FALSE, FALSE, FALSE ***

From John Wenn's bibliography of Vardeman:

    One note, the three books written under the pseudonym "Daniel Moran"
    should in no way be confused with the excellent writer "Daniel Keys
    Moran".

And a personal note of my own: Vardeman is one of the worst writers it has
ever been my misfortune to encounter, and it is inconceivable that he could
be the same person as any author worth reading.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 18:34:47 GMT
From: fsdwl3@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: RE: Mote in Niven's Eye

  The coDominium universe was created by Pournelle, and they decided to set
the novel _Mote in God's Eye_ in the far future in that universe.  The
Universe was always Pournelle's.
  _King David's Spaceship_ takes place at the same time or slightly after
_Mote in God's Eye_ we know this because of the timeline in the front of
the book, and because there is a quote from one of the characters saying
the empire was going to be a different place now for a couple of reasons,
one of which was that aliens had just been discovered beyond the coal sack.
When it is published _Mote around Murcheson's Eye_ should be the furthest
point in the CoDominium universe. Also, _A Spaceship for the King_ and
_King David's Spaceship_ are the same story.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 23:02:43 GMT
From: phs172m@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au (Stephen Harker)
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
> Is the Mote in God's Eye the first book in the CoDominium series?  I
> thought it was just Niven working in Pournelle's universe, but it was
> published in 1974, three years before A Spaceship for the King,
> Pournelle's first solo CoDominium novel.  So either Pournelle developed
> the CoDominium in short stories and then asked Niven for help with a
> novel, or he and Niven created it and Niven drop- ped out, leaving
> Pournelle to write novels on his own.

   Pournelle did indeed first develop the CoDominium in short stories.
These started in Analog in 1970 or 1971 (don't remember which for sure
without looking).  The first as I remember was a short that went into
becoming a prologue to one of the Falkenberg novels, together with other
parts that were originally published in Analog in the period ending 1974.
Since I don't read Pournelle much I don't remember the name of the novel
form of these stories.  However the main parts were (i) Falkenberg in his
first mercenary job => massacre in a stadium and (ii) Falkenberg getting
employment on a planet called Franklin(?) and ending up in control after a
CD warship arrives.

   The original version of _King David's Spaceship_ - _Spaceship for the
King_ was also published in Analog around December 1971.  This version was
also published in by DAW books at least in the 70's, before being
extensively revised and beefed up to become _King David's Spaceship_ I have
access to all three versions actually.

   So Pournelle did create the CoDominium universe - on the basis of the
dates anyway.

Stephen Harker
Monash University
phs172m@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 21:18:13 GMT
From: mre@pyrps5.pyramid.com (Mike Eisler)
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

fsdwl3@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>  The coDominium universe was created by Pournelle, and they decided to
>set the novel _Mote in God's Eye_ in the far future in that universe.  The
>Universe was always Pournelle's.  _King David's Spaceship_ takes place at
>the same time or slightly after _Mote in God's Eye_ we know this because
>of the timeline in the front of the book, and because there is a quote
>from one of the characters saying the empire was going to be a different
>place now for a couple of reasons, one of which was that aliens had just
>been discovered beyond the coal sack.  When it is published _Mote around
>Murcheson's Eye_ should be the furthest point in the CoDominium universe.
>Also, _A Spaceship for the King_ and _King David's Spaceship_ are the same
>story.

I thought that King David starts before the Mote and ends just a little bit
beyond where Mote starts. At the end of King David, the Mote crisis is
mentioned, and one of the characters "ships out" from David's planet to
participate in it.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 17:21:49 GMT
From: wscart01@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Achilles Choice by Niven: A Less Chaotic Review

 I just bought Niven's and Barnes' latest book, Achilles Choice. It wasn't
too memorable since I had a tough time remembering the title and the
co-author, Barnes. My basic recommendation, the book is OK, but wait for
the paperback to come out in stores if you are truly interested in reading
this story.

 The book's main focus is on a female character, both athletic and
intelligent, who wants to win a gold medal in the Olympics. That's the main
thread of the story. There are other subplots which make for moderately
interesting reading.  A few concepts call out as being stupid with only a
few imaginative concepts to redeem the book.

 My major problem with this book was the way it cried "SEQUEL COMING" due
to the story hanging just as our heroine get into a position of power which
ended the book without satisfactory completion. There are several other
problems with this book. It does not fully develop the characters. It is
not truly inventive; I noticed no new concepts unlike any other Niven book.
Many subplots that should have been followed up by the character were
mysteriously dropped.  The only conclusions that I can draw from the given
information is that Barnes produced most of the writing and did the
character development, or Niven has hit a tremendous slump.

Overall rating: it is OK, but just OK. 

 You are better off reading something else by Niven, anything except _Smoke
Ring_ or _Integral Trees_. It will be more fun, more interesting, and more
neat Sci-Fi concepts than this book.

Stuart Carter
University Of Louisville
Physics Dept.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 03:04:30 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Mote in Niven's Eye

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>Is the Mote in God's Eye the first book in the CoDominium series?  I
>thought it was just Niven working in Pournelle's universe, but it was
>published in 1974, three years before A Spaceship for the King,
>Pournelle's first solo CoDominium novel.

Actually, "A Spaceship for the King" was published in Analog several years
before "The Mote in God's Eye", and there was some of the Falkenberg
material that was also published earlier.  As a fiction writer, Jerry is
better at short material than long, at least when he's on his own.

>So either Pournelle developed the CoDominium in short stories and then
>asked Niven for help with a novel, or he and Niven created it and Niven
>dropped out, leaving Pournelle to write novels on his own.

Jerry had help from lots of people in developing the societies, technology
and history of his CoDominium/ Empire of Man background.  Much of this help
came from the membership of the LASFS, such as the Alderson Drive, named
after Dan Alderson.  Dan is also the model for Dan Forrester in "Lucifer's
Hammer".  But all in all, that future history belongs to Jerry.

>Also, is this the furthest point in the CoDominium?  _Mote_ takes place in
>3017; _King David's Spaceship_, _Prince of Mercenaries_ and _Falkenberg's
>Legion_ all take place during or just after the CoDominium.  I'm not a
>Pournelle reader, though.

The Falkenberg stories, including Prince, take place in the height and
decline of the CoDominium.  "Mote" and "A Spaceship for the King" both take
place during the consolidation of the Second Empire of Man.  There is now a
series of books (two so far) set throughout that whole history centered
around one previously off stage world, which is being used as yet another
"shared universe", called "War World".  Like most (all?) such projects,
quality varies from story to story, but in general they're not bad.
Finally we actually get to meet the Sauron supermen.  The two books out so
far are "The Burning Eye" and "Death's Head Rebellion".

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 17:30:27 GMT
From: Joel.Rosenberg@p0.f341.n282.z1.fidonet.org (Joel Rosenberg)
Subject: Footfall

Andrew Clayton wrote:
> **** Possible spoilers for FOOTFALL by Niven and Pournelle ****
>
> My question is, who are the 'threat team' (SF authors) meant to be:
> Robert and Virginia Anson are pretty easy, what about
>
> Sherry Atkinson

C.J. Cherryh

> Nat Reynolds

Larry Niven

> Joe Ransom

Joe Haldeman

> Wade and Jane Curtis

Jerry and Barbara Pournelle; Wade Curtis was a pseudonym under which Jerry
published a couple of books.

> Bob Burnham

Bob Forward.

Joel Rosenberg
INTERNET: Joel.Rosenberg@p0.f341.n282.z1.FIDONET.ORG
UUCP: ...{amdahl,hpda}!bungia!viper!terrabit!341.0!Joel.Rosenberg

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 13:20:54 GMT
From: fsjdw3@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Joel Rosenberg is RAD.

The Joel Rosenberg books, _Not For Glory_, _Hero's_ and, the newly released
_D'shia_ are all different compared to the _Keepers of the Flame_ Different
in 1) Content 2) Point of View, and most suprising to me, 3) Style.  The
KoF series is Excellent (notice the capitol E) because he keeps the use of
the Role Playing Game, which started the whole thing, out of the story.
Also, he keeps the action going, AND keeps it interesting. (Try and imagine
a bunch of high powered wizards entering our world and introducing magic.
:) )

The NFG book was Excellent because we get to see the viewpoint of a
'race'(?)  Of people who survive by being mercenaries. Also, learn that
because of their line of work, honor is the most inflexible thing of all.

The new _D'shia_. (if I spelled it wrong, sorry) I was suprised, frankly,
the style of writing was totally different from his other books, but he
kept the story... balanced.  (Heh heh)

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 18:48:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Joan D. Vinge

sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) writes:
DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>>I hate to mention it, but _Psion_ is definitly not a juvenile novel, and
>>that holds double for _Catspaw_.  In fact, I remember that the Science
>>Fiction Book Club classified it as containing "strong language or
>>explicit etc..." and though I liked both, I definitly would not give it
>>to my little brother to read.
>
>I don't think that using strong language etc. prevents a book from being a
>juvenile.  I have never understood why young people should be `protected'
>in this way.  IMHO, what makes a book juvenile, are the target audience
>and the themes discussed in it.

I agree on your main point, that theme and contents of the story are more
important than the language itself, although this last can also have some
importance, but this categorization is the SFBC, not mine and I believe
continues to say: "...and/or explicit sex scenes.", which could be more
relevant.  I never held the view that young people should be 'protected'
even from explicit sex scenes in books or movies.  It is just my opinion
that teenagers are not interested in those things before they are old
enough.  I know I was always disgusted by that type of thing when I was
young as were all my friends.  Now that I am older (i.e., over 20), I
therefore try to recommend to others books that I feel will interest them.
In the case of my younger brother, not something filled with excessive
violence and/or sex.  This has nothing to do with what he reads, only with
my recommendations (which he seems to agree with BTW).

>Anyway, I don't recall any strong language or explicit scenes in _Psion_.
>In _Psion_, the protagonist was a teenager with `typical' :-) teenager
>problems.  Therefore, I think that _Psion_ might be more attractive to
>juvenile readers.

I am sorry if my earlier message was unclear: _Catspaw_ is the book I
meant.  I agree with you on _Psion_ (more or less).

>>For example, I think _The Snow Queen_ could nearly be classified a
>>juvenile, inasmuch as it is based on the fairy tale of the same name, and
>>as opposed to _World's End_, its sequel, is adolescent in perspective
>>(note: _World's End_ is another that I would not give to young children).
>
>I must say that I disagree about _The Snow Queen_.  Even if it was based
>on a fairy tale, it's hardly a juvenile book.  If I recall correctly (been
>a couple of years since I read it), its themes were interstellar politics
>and abuse of people - not something I'd call juvenile themes.  I agree
>with you on _World's End_.  I was a bit disappointed when I read _World's
>End_, though, perhaps because _The Snow Queen_ is one of my all time
>favourites.

I do not want to draw this out too much, but this type of argument is one
that I really disagree with.  OK, so _The Snow Queen_ did deal with
interstellar politics and complex issues on how people are used, either
physically or emotionally, by others.  What do you mean those are not
juvenile themes?  Why should you be treated to mindless space operas
exclusively, simply because you are young?  *This* is a type of
discrimination that I feel very strongly about, i.e., the way children are
treated, as if they were stupid or mentally deficient.

A lot of the classical reading one does when under 12 deals with even more
complex issues and if you had no problem understanding them and enjoying
challenging books, why should the younger generation be different?  This
reminds me of the recent discussion on whether schoolchildren should be
taught a simpler version of English.  A few generations ago, our parents
were taught not only their native language in all its richness, but also
Latin and Greek and generally a few other languages as well.  But our
political men seem to think we have gotten more stupid instead of
recognizing the deficiencies of the educational system (no flames, please,
I am familiar with all the reasons for this, my family being an academic
one).

In a word, this condescending attitude is one I cannot stand, and I would
recommend _The Snow Queen_ to anyone old enough to appreciate the original
fairy tale (BTW, are you going to tell us next that the theme of Little Red
Riding Hood does not make it fit for young audiences?).  Young people are
the ones that should learn about the consequences of letting yourself be
used by others, even because of love.  I know I learned about that type of
things by reading classical authors like Balzac and Maupassant, which I
read when I was about 10.  And I am grateful to authors who are good enough
writers to give us some understanding of human nature and motivation in a
vicarious way.

Also, _The Snow Queen_, like the original tale, has a peculiar, poignant
beauty in its writing and ending - the characters are mostly idealized,
even the most human ones, and it has a lot of stylistic qualities that I
think are worth bringing to the attention of everybody.  As for _World's
End_, I think it is more adult in contents and theme, precisely because its
characters are not as in _TSQ_, stylised: they are mature, imperfect
characters with greedy, vile or weak motivations.  The story itself ends
well for the main character, but the underlying moral is much more cynical
and pessimistic, with less flamboyance in the action and a pace that is
sometimes excruciatingly slow.  The flawed beauty of Carbuncle is
completely absent from World's End which is simply miserable and ugly.

But I am still awaiting the last book: I was told this was a trilogy, and
we are likely to be waiting for quite some time.

A.M.B

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Simmons (2 msgs) & Wren & Zelazny (6 msgs) &
                   Star Wars Books (4 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 15:27:18 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Re: *Fall of Hyperion* page 305

Just to make sure people know: the screwup with page 305 being left out
does NOT take place in the recently released PB version of FoH. I checked
mine last night. Of course, if you've got the HB or trade edition (both of
which I believe printed 306 twice instead of 305) buying the PB version may
not be the way to go, especially since it's a $6 PB! Damn, I just got used
to seeing some PB's at $5! If this is a trend, it makes the trade printings
more attractive, since they come out with the HB, even though I'm sure this
is a plot by the publishers to foist trades on us.

Paul Heroy

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 21:00:54 GMT
From: jwilson@ncratl.atlantaga.ncr.com (Jeff Wilson)
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons, HYPERION / THE FALL OF HYPERION

rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi) writes:
>ARCHSLID@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.") writes:
>>  I don't care so much that Simmons writes more in the Hegemony universe;
>>I think he's made his point very well and concluded the books
>>marvelously.  More SF from Simmons, though, I would grab up in an
>>instant.  I might even pick up his new one, SUMMER OF NIGHT, though I'm
>>not a horror reader at all.  (Has anyone on the list read this yet?
>>Comments?)
>
>His *other* horror book, "Carrion Comfort", is *brilliant*. Read it.

Get his first book, which could be considered horror, called Song of Kali.
I read Summer of Night and must admit it's my least favorite of his books
so far. It's not a *bad* book, rather an average (IMHO) book by a writer
who has much better in him.

I agree that Carrion Comfort is brilliant!

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 20:57:51 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: M.K. Wren, A GIFT ON THE SHORE

A.M.B. (DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet) writes:
> in Crime and Mystery.  Her latest SF novel is _A Gift on the Shore_ and I
> have not had the time to read it yet.  BTW, is there a good soul out
> there who has, and who could volunteer an opinion and/or a synopsis?

  I've read one of M.K. Wren's mysteries (sorry, I forgot the title) as
well as A GIFT ON THE SHORE.  I don't normally read mysteries at all, but I
enjoyed the one I read from her.  It wasn't excellent, IMHO, but it was
certainly better than most I've read.  A GIFT ON THE SHORE was one of the
best 'quiet' post-holocaust books I've read.  The story is about a woman
who was a teenager when the holocaust happens (I don't remember just what
it was, but I don't know that it was nuclear) and later on, encounters a
group of fanatic neo- Christians.  The woman is, as might be expected these
days, an atheist (or maybe she was agnostic), so there were some difficult
times between the two groups - the neo-Christians and the two women (there
was someone she was living with).  The characterizations were excellent as
was all the writing in book; I recommend it highly.

Fred L. Drake, Jr.  
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library  
302A Cowgill Hall 
VPI & SU 
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 17:22:59 GMT
From: jdliss@amherst.bitnet
Subject: AMBER: chaos lord differ, but...

I disagree, I disagree, trumping Amber fan.  I think that describing the
sorcerous (a better word than magical; compared to us all these folks are
pretty magical) abilities of chaos lord is merely a different way of
looking at power and part of what makes the second series interesting.  As
for their being much more powerful than Amberites, I think not.  The ghost
Benedict is seen taking care of the ghost Duke Borel with insulting ease.
And merlin's youth is a negative factor - he's taken in too easily by
things, and can't control his great sorcerous construct, the ghostwheel.
Now, true, it seems that the chaos lords have the shapshifting and sorcery
on top of normal fighting abilities and shadow walking of the Amberites.
But I think that they are simply more prone to study sorcery, as you
pointed out, even Corwin knew a few little spells, and I'm sure Brand and
Fiona would be quite a match for Merlin in the sorcery department -
probably would kick his ass.  And also there are great sorcerers who are
neither from Chaos or Amber (Sharru Garrul etc.).

It's really interesting to get into the education of Chaos lords, like that
strange place where he and his cousin duel.  I do think the first series is
plotted better, but the second is great too.  I don't know how he's going
to bring all these threads together in the end of this one, maybe by having
more than five?  Anyway, some of this agony has to do with not being able
to read them all at once.  Remember that in the first series we didn't even
know that Brand was the big enemy until the middle of the fourth book.

If no one's into it and you want more on Amber, send me e-mail.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 05:17:45 GMT
From: rransom@bchm1.aclcb.purdue.edu (Father Barleywine)
Subject: Re:  AMBER; chaos lord etc etc

I must disagree.  Sorcerous powers are portrayed as the main method of
attack and manipulation in the "second" Amber series, nearly to the
exclusion of all physical methods.  In the first series there were many
major scenes decided by physical prowess, but none of the major events in
the Merlin series (that I remember) involve martial arts, which seems to be
the strong suit of the Amberites (the battle against Chaos in the first
series was turned by the superior strategic thinking of Benedict).  You
should also note that all of the instances where Amberites best
Chaos(ites?) are on the field of physical battle, and all the Amberites
which have strong magical powers were helped (or taught) by lords of Chaos.
I agree that Benedict for instance would probably overcome most lords of
Chaos when it comes to fencing, but his susceptibility to the secondhand
lore (from the Courts) of Brand indicates that given time to utilize the
powers a Chaos lord would be able to overcome him.
   I can understand Zelazny's desire to include more magic (sorcery) in the
second series, since Amber seemed a bit tame without it, and I forgive him
for the inconsistencies caused by the continuation of a series started many
years before, but one must admit that given the powers attributed to
several of the chaos figures in the second series the antics of Corwin in
the first seem rather powerless.

rransom@aclcb.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 91 16:58:46 GMT
From: jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie)
Subject: Re: AMBER: chaos lord differ, but...

   I agree, to an extent, with the original poster, that the Chaos Lords
are more powerful than the Amberites. The Chaos Lords almost universally,
or at least Mr. Zelazny gives the impression, study magick/sorcery after
they survive their version of the Pattern. This means that they have access
to *a lot* more power than do the Amberites, because only Brand and Fiona
showed any real interest in learning, from Dworkin, how to use the power of
the Pattern for more than shadow-walking, or for the making of Trumps. Most
of the children of Oberon are (still) quite childish - they act like shadow
is some grand new toy to play with! This is shown by how each one, almost
right away, after traversing the pattern, leaves to play in/with shadow.
Sound like any 7-year-olds you know? Almost all (if not all) of the Chaos
Lords can shift form at will, and become as strong as the figure they
become (Merlin gained strength when his "true" form was used in _Trumps of
Doom_ when he fought the creature who dared him to cross the line and die)
therefore, physically, they are stronger as well.  What "equalizes" the
sides, is that the Chaos Lords (by their nature) tend to not work well in
groups, whereas the Amberites will pull together for their defence against
*outside* sources.The Chaos Lords also have a strong moral/ ethical code of
honour, while the Amberites don't; strange, the champions of Chaos being
honourable, and the champions of Order not... :)
   In a sorcerous battle between Merlin and Brand, Merlin would be toast.
Between him and Fiona, she'd be toast, after all, Merlin is an Initiate of
*both* the Pattern and the Logrus, and is able to use both, to make Trumps,
etc, but must (for now) use the Logrus for spells. Besides Merlin has
walked the Prime Pattern inside the Jewel of Judgement. Or was that only
his father. I seem to remember something about that in Merlin's books and
him camping with the Jewel in and outside of the crystal cave.
   Addressing Merlin's control of the Ghostwheel, and its nature.  Ghost'
is *not* a sorcerous construction. It is a sentient computer designed to
operate in an environment where the laws of physics are drastically altered
from what we know as "true". It was, I will admit, constructed with
intimate knowledge of both the Logrus, and the Pattern, and being built
with portions of each (similar to Corwin's sword, Greyswander<sp?>) so that
it could construct Trumps. As to Merlin's control over it, how many parents
are able to, all the time, control rebellious offspring? And, how many
children would let a parent, whom they had overheard being told to kill
them, and told by a stranger that "daddy" is going to torture them first -
planting a seed of fear, especially, when they had heard "daddy" reply OK
to the termination order, hmmmm??
 
James G. Currie

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 16:05:21 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: AMBER: chaos lord differ, but...

Don't be so quick to assume that all Chaosians are powerful magicians.
Neither Dara nor Borel displayed any especially strong magics.  At least
some or several Chaosians may never even walk the Logrus (i.e. Merlin's
brother who was afraid to try).  Some of those who did we are told failed.
Their bones were floating around.

What we are seeing in the books is the elite - those who are great
magicians, because they are the ones who make all these great things
happen.

I also have the impression that the founding of Amber and order greatly
weakened Chaos, and that they have been a long time in recovering.

Kerovan

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 18:28:04 GMT
From: jmr5125@rigel.tamu.edu (REED, JAMES MASON)
Subject: Re: AMBER: chaos lord differ, but...

From my vague memory of the series as a whole, this is what I remember
about sorcery and Amberites:

  1) Anything that a Chaosian can do and Amberite can do... IF AND ONLY IF
     he /she seeks appropriate training.  This is from Dworkin in the last
     of the Corwin novels.  After all, they are all descended from
     Chaosians, right?

  2) Magic CAN be worked through the pattern. (i.e. Fiona, and Dworkin
     telling Merlin that certain 'Pattern magics' can only be worked
     through the Jewel of Judgement)

Therefore, an Amberite should be able to take on a Chaosian, as long as
both people had equivalent education.  Something which the Chaosians seem
to have a large lead on (to be specific, only Fiona and Brand (that I
remember) seemed to have the interest / drive to learn magic)

jmr5125@venus.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 14:16:53 GMT
From: Michael.Marsden@newcastle.ac.uk (Michael Marsden)
Subject: Re: AMBER: chaos lord differ, but...

jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie) writes:
>Almost all (if not all) of the Chaos Lords can shift form at will, and
>become as strong as the figure they become (Merlin gained strength when
>his "true" form was used in _Trumps of Doom_ when he fought the creature
>who dared him to cross the line and die) therefore, physically, they are
>stronger as well.

Not sure if I agree with this interpretation. Merlin could modify his body
structure, which is one of the things that Chaos Lords can learn from their
sorcery. However, surely he modified it to a form designed for fighting,
rather than simply his 'true form'? I had the impression that the natural
form of Chaos Lords was the same as the natural form of the Amberites (eg,
humanoid), although I admit that natural <> 'true'.

The creature recognised him as a Chaos Lord because he had the ability to
change form, rather than recognising the PARTICULAR form he changed into.

Michael Marsden

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 15:58:05 GMT
From: v075mx4d@ubvmsa.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill)
Subject: star wars book list request

I'm a Star Wars fan, and I was wondering if anyone out there would be able
to tell me the titles and authors of any other Star Wars books.  I know of
a few: "Splinter of the Mind's Eye" (or something like that) by Alan Dean
Foster, a series of books about Han Solo, and at least one book about Lando
Calrisian.  Are there any others?

Thanks for your help!

Rene Hill

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 03:12:37 GMT
From: salamon@sdbio2.ucsd.edu (Andrew Salamon)
Subject: Re: star wars book list request

Here are the ones I know about:
  Han Solo at Star's End
  Han Solo's Revenge
  Han Solo and the Lost Legacy

  Lando Calrissian and the Mind Harp of Sharu
  Lando Calrissian and the Star Cave of Thonbaka
  Lando Calrissian and the Flamewind of Oseon (I have never been able to
    find this one.  Does it really exist?)

  Splinter of the Mind's Eye  --Alan Dean Foster

I may be able to find the authors of the others.  If anyone needs to know
ask and I will try.

Andrew Salamon
salamon@sdbio2.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 15:13:16 GMT
From: ob43@vaxb.acs.unt.edu
Subject: Re: Star Wars book list request

Alright,

You asked for it, here it is:

The author of the three Han Solo novels is (drum roll please)

   BRIAN DALEY!!!

TA-DAA!
If you like his Han Solo novels (HS at Star's End is really the worst of
the three, IMHO) you might want to pick up Doomfarers of Coramonde and
Starfollowers of Coramonde, also by Daley.  They're mostly fantasy, but a
lot of fun.

Jon
OB43@vaxb.acs.unt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 18:23:47 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: star wars book list request

mccul_kc@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU (Felan shena Thoron'edras) writes:
>, but I don't know the author of the Lando books...
 
L. Neil Smith.  IMO, his Confederacy books are better.  The books that he's
written in the "Contact and Commune" series are political propaganda, and
while I mostly agree with his politics, I found these hard to wade through.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 23:15:42 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Subject: Re: TIME TUNNEL

ZAK@CU.NIH.GOV writes:
>wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) writes:
>> [ _The Time Tunnel_, by Murray Leinster = novelization of episode. ]
>> [ _Time Tunnel_,     by Murray Leinster = something different ... ]
 
> It has nothing to do with a time machine;
> one character has found that cast metal that has never been moved (in
> this case, a cannon at an old foundry) will keep a "tunnel" open from
> "the present" to the time of its casting.  One guy is going back and
> returning with "perfectly preserved" antiques.

I remember a "[The ?] Time Tunnel" novel about two kids that go into a cave
and emerge in 17th century New Amsterdam (Manhattan Island).

No idea who wrote it, though.

Roger Crew
Usenet:    {arpa gateways, decwrl, uunet, rutgers}!cs.stanford.edu!crew
Internet:  crew@CS.Stanford.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 11:05:41 GMT
From: andy@oda.icl.stc.co.uk (Andy Spiceley)
Subject: Searching for recent (sf?) novel

Greetings all.

Please excuse an occasional reader of these groups posting a very vague
description of a recent work of fiction in the hope that _somewhere_ there
must be someone who can identify the work and mail me the title and
author(s).

About 18 months ago I saw this book displayed in the "New Books" section in
Dillons in Oxford (U.K.).  Stupidly I failed to keep a note of either title
or author.  I haven't found it in a recent trawl of bookshops in Oxford
looking in both fiction and sf categories.

So here goes with a description (with apologies for the imprecision!):

The novel was, if I remember right, set in England in the 18th early 19th
century, i.e. in the midst of the industrial revolution.  The difference
was that Babbage (or possibly someone working slightly earlier? Otherwise
do the dates match?)  succeeds in building the difference and analytical
engines, and the IT revolution takes off, powered by steam!  Alongside huge
steam powered cotton mills etc., we get huge steam powered computers.

About the only other thing I can remember is that it was a dual-authored
book.

If this rings any bells with anyone out there, I'd be very grateful for
details (or even just corroboration from anyone else who remembers seeing
it!)

E-mail to the address below would be appreciated, as our News feed is
erratic and liable to random censorship.  Thanks.

Regards,

Andy Spiceley
ICL Bracknell
+44 344 424842 x2616
andy@oda.icl.stc.co.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Asprin & Cook (2 msgs) & Ellison &
                        Henderson & May & Niven (4 msgs) &
                        Shupp & Zelazny (2 msgs) &
                        Coming Attractions

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 20:12:50 GMT
From: fallout!system@montagar.lonestar.org (John Wisniewski DEC)
Subject: Re: M.Y.T.H. INC. In Action is MYTHing

I saw/listened to RA in Dallas in late 90.  It seems that most of his
attention is centered on making Phule's Company get off to a good start as
a series.

As he finishes up his series with Skeeve, (the rest of the books promised
in M.Y.T.H. INC.) he wants/needs a new series to keep in print.

He also spoke about joining Skeeve later on (5 year + after the last book)
and pick up his story as he's in middle age... that should be interesting.

RA promised one Skeeve book per year, perhaps that will slip a little as
he's just finished the next Phule book.

I got my first editions of all of RA's paperbacks signed in Dallas, I'm
happy.

He could certainly continue to churn out MYTH books but I believe that he's
looking for a quality product for us, the MYTH buying public.

I can wait and I like his style that much.

My autographed Dell Fanatasy paperback of Another Fine Myth is now proudly
displayed on my bookshelf, right next to the VMS 3.5 documentation, first
edition of Ringworld, and other priceless documents.

Man's got to know what's valuable in this world.

Be seeing you.

John Wisniewski
...utacfd!montagar!fallout!wisniewski       
wisniewski@dpdmai.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 23:48:18 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: _The Wizardry Cursed_ by Rick Cook (no spoilers)

TWC is the third book in the series started by _Wizards' Bane_, which
showed what happened when a unix hacker found himself in a world where
magic worked.  It was a good story (not *great*, but pretty good), and an
enjoyable read (especially for computer people).  The sequel to that, _The
Wizardry Compiled_, was also good, and contained a *lot* of inside jokes,
puns, etc.

_The Wizardry Cursed_ is some more of the same.  By that, I mean, it's an
enjoyable read, lots of in-jokes, etc., not that the story is the same
(it's *not*).

I would give TWC a +3 on the IMMLSoMFtPF.  I recommend it highly to unix
junkies who enjoy light fantasy, and would recommend it to others who read
fantasy (just not as much, as some of the humor might be lost).

The quality of the books has not, IMHO, degraded much.  In fact, I think
that the second and third books are better stories than the first, in some
ways (I think the second was the best of all three, personally).  As much
as I hate to promote sequelitis, I would like to see another book in this
series from Mr. Cook.  Quite a few of the threads started in the first and
second books have been finished off, but I have enough faith in Rick Cook
that I believe he could make another interesting book.

On the off chance he reads the net, I want to congratulate him on his work.
A lot of books trying to deal with programmers and/or computers make very
stupid mistakes, or talk down to the readers, or some other foolishness.
These haven't, and that is why they were such an enjoyable read.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
sef@sco.COM    
uunet!sco!sef  

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 19:42:21 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: _The Wizardry Cursed_ by Rick Cook (no spoilers)

It was light, fun reading but, the hang-gliding dwarf sequence bugged me.
No wonder they had problems, their control inputs were exactly backwards.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 18:05:00 GMT
From: RLWILLIAMS@gallua.bitnet (ROBERT L WILLIAMS)
Subject: Dangerous Visions?

I've heard through the grapevine for a long long time that there is a third
voume of Dangerous Visions (Ed. Harlan Ellison) in the works.  I wonder if
it ever came out or if it's on the way or been shelved indefinitely.  I
thought Dangerous Visions was great, Again Dangerous Visions wasn't nearly
as dangerous and both, in retrospect seem tame by today's standards.  

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 07:58:25 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: story request: Zenna Henderson

mkr@Morgan.COM (Mike Rosenberg) writes:
>I am interested in obtaining a COMPLETE list of all the "People" stories
>Zenna Henderson ever wrote. I am currently aware of the two collections
>Pilgrmage, and No Different Flesh. I am also aware of a story in the
>collection Holding Wonder. If there are more stories, either collected or
>uncollected, I would like to find out about them. Can anyone out there
>help?

There are only two People stories other than the ones mentioned above.
They are:

"Katie-Mary's Trip"   F&SF (Jan 1975)
"Tell Us a Story"     F&SF (Oct 1980)

"Tell Us a Story" also appears in Terry Carr's THE BEST SCIENCE FICTION OF
THE YEAR #10, but as far as I know, that's the only reprinting of either
story.

cacaldarelli@lotus.uwaterloo.ca (Christina) writes:

>I read _Pilgrimmage_ and _People: No Different Flesh_ years ago, [...]
>I've never seen a copy of _Holding Wonder_ though I have heard of it.
>I've never heard of anything else that she's ever written, and I have been
>looking, so maybe there is nothing else. Please let me know if you hear of
>anything else she's written; I'd love to read it.

There's only one other book that she's had published other than the above
three books - another collection titled THE ANYTHING BOX. And there are a
handful of uncollected stories that appeared in SF magazines and
anthologies.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 20:31:58 GMT
From: west@turing.toronto.edu (Tom West)
Subject: Re: Julian May...

I work at Bakka books in Toronto (and am using this account to read news.
in response to the article that states that the first of the Galactic
Milieu trilogy is due out this summer: what?  From what we've been able to
tell, a hardcover appearance is probably in '92; it is marginally possible
that it might come in late '91, but I wouldn't hold your breath.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 18:12:00 GMT
From: GILL@qucdnast.bitnet
Subject: Niven's IT and TSR

   The last few SF Digests, I have seen a large number of people bashing
Niven's Integral Trees and The Smoke Ring.  I would like to know why.  I
thoroughly enjoyed both novels; he has again created a `structure' that is
new and innovative, namely the life-area within the smoke ring torus.  It
doesn't really matter how realistic it is, it is SF after all.

   I enjoyed the stories, I enjoyed the environment, I was able to sink
into the smoke ring myself and visualize it.  So what's the problem??

Arnold Gill
Queen's University at Kingston
BITNET:  gill@qucdnast
INTERNET:  gill@bill.phy.queensu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 23:14:10 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (David M. Meyer)
Subject: Re: Niven's IT and TSR

GILL@qucdnast.BITNET writes:
>   The last few SF Digests, I have seen a large number of people bashing
>Niven's Integral Trees and The Smoke Ring.  I would like to know why.  I
>thoroughly enjoyed both novels; he has again created a `structure' that is
>new and innovative, namely the life-area within the smoke ring torus.  It
>doesn't really matter how realistic it is, it is SF after all.
>
>   I enjoyed the stories, I enjoyed the environment, I was able to sink
>into the smoke ring myself and visualize it.  So what's the problem??

I agree that the environment was fascinating; the structure was new and
innovative, and I don't have any problem with it contradicting reality.  In
fact, a lot of design sweat went into making sure that it was as realistic
as possible.

I didn't much enjoy the story in _The Integral Trees_; it was long and
didn't seem to go anywhere.  My brother tells me that _Smoke Ring_ had a
better story, but I never finished it, since I was tired of the whole thing
after _The Integral Trees_.  Maybe I should go back and give it a shot.

My evaluation of _The Integral Trees_ is that it would have made a great
short story or two, but he did absolutely nothing with it.  By the end I
was so sick of the whole thing that I was sorry I ever picked it up.

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
University of Virginia
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 22:17:45 GMT
From: dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Integral Trees

GILL@qucdnast writes:
>The last few SF Digests, I have seen a large number of people bashing
>Niven's Integral Trees and The Smoke Ring.  I would like to know why.
>[...]

I think I can shed some light on this.  When I first saw IT, I saw some
quote on the cover comparing it to Ringworld.  Unfortunately, this set up
my expectations for the same gosh-wow hi-tech stuff that you find in his
Known Space stories, with odd aliens and technology with interesting
limitations.

IT has none of that.  Needless to say, I was disappointed with it the first
time I read it.  Then Smoke Ring came out, so I re-read Integral Trees
(since it had been a long time anyway), and thoroughly enjoyed it.
Similarly, I then quite enjoyed Smoke Ring.

Not to change the subject entirely, but is there any word on when Ring
Around Murcheson's Eye is due out?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 00:32:46 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Niven's IT and TSR

GILL@qucdnast.BITNET writes:
> The last few SF Digests, I have seen a large number of people bashing
> Niven's Integral Trees and The Smoke Ring.  I would like to know why.  I
> thoroughly enjoyed both novels; he has again created a `structure' that
> is new and inovative, namely the life-area within the smoke ring torus.
> It doesn't really matter how realistic it is, it is SF after all.

Bite your tongue. Realism does matter in SF.  NOT ALL THE TIME, thank you
very much now let me finish. Ahem. In a whole lot of SF, realism is
completely irrelevant. In much of the rest, it's not critical. And
sometimes, it is critical. (What times depends on the reader.)

> I enjoyed the stories, I enjoyed the environment, I was able to sink into
> the smoke ring myself and visualize it.  So what's the problem??

The problem is that I wasn't. The plot and characters bored me. I think it
was fairly realistic, although I'm not convinced the breathable gas torus
is stable.

I'm glad you enjoyed them. Even aside from your God-given Right to Enjoy
Books, I'd hate to see Niven lose money on a book (fat chance :-), because
I like most of his stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 22:15:53 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Mike Shupp:  The Final Reckoning

The Destiny Makers, like many other series that began with a bang, has
ended with a whimper.

Books three through five of this series chronicle the unnecessary
adventures of Timothy Harper as he fights in a war he acknowledges he
shouldn't be in.  That's three volumes of military fiction.  This series
would have worked much better as a trilogy, with the last three volumes
collapsed into one.  That would have been more than enough to give us the
minimal character development and time-paradox development which was spread
out over the three, without the reader having to wade through a thousand
pages of spear-carriers shooting at each other.

Phooey!

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 19:31:45 GMT
From: ASMAD@acvax.inre.asu.edu (Mark Drake)
Subject: Amber Books

   I'm interested in reading the Amber book.  The local bookstores, only
carry the series piecemeal.  Could someone send me the titles in the proper
order?  I don't really want to start out with the third book.
   Thanks.

Mark Drake
internet: asmad@acvax.inre.asu.edu
BITnet:   asmad@asuacvax

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 04:52:23 GMT
From: rransom@bchm1.aclcb.purdue.edu (Father Barleywine)
Subject: RE: Amber Books

   For those interested in the Amber series, the first book is _Nine
Princes in Amber_.  Find this one and read it before going on to the next,
it will save you having to read all of the passages that act as summaries
of the previous books that crop up through the series.
   I'll post a list of the Amber series soon unless someone beats me to it;
can't remember them all in the proper order.

rransom@aclcb.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 91 23:23:51 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Coming Attractions

The latest issue of Locus lists the sf/f books expected for the next eight
months or so.  An unwelcome (to me) development is the proportion of 'hot'
titles which are appearing as hardcovers first, as the sf/f buying public
shows its continuing willingness to pay hardcover prices rather than wait
an extra year and miss the discussion here.  Here are a few of the coming
titles, chosen scientifically from over a thousand on the basis of personal
whim:

Isaac Asimov
   Forward the Foundation; Oct; HC  (I don't want to know. :-(  )
   Isaac Asimov Presents the Great SF: 23 (1961) Jul
      (If you haven't been reading these, you're making a mistake.
       This anthology series has been living up to its billing.)

Steven Brust; The Phoenix Guards; Sep; HC

Lois McMaster Bujold; Barrayar; Oct

Emma Bull; Bone Dance; May

Orson Scott Card
   Xenocide; Aug; HC
   The Redemption of Christopher Columbus; May; HC

Jack L Chalker
   The Qunitara Marathon #2; May; HC (Don't you hate it when a series
      flips formats in the middle?)
   The Red Tape War (with Mike Resinck and George Alec Effinger); Apr; HC
      (Promising.  If they can work well together.)

CJ Cherryh
   Heavy Time; Jun; HC
   Merovingian Nights #7: Endgame; Aug (The title suggests that the
      series may be closing.)

Glen Cook; Red Iron Nights; Sep (An ambiguous title, in that it's probably
      a Garrett book, but it *could* be a Black Company book.)

Gordon R Dickson; Young Bleys; Apr; HC

Stephen R Donaldson; The Gap into Vision: Forbidden Knowledge; Jul; HC

David Eddings; Seeress of Kell; May; HC

Philip Jose Farmer; Red Orc's Rage; Oct; HC (A new World of Tiers novel,
      I guess.  Don't you hate it when that happens?)

CS Friedman; Black Sun Rising; Oct; HC  (If this is like "In Conquest Born"
      it's worth hardcover prices; if it's like "Madness Season", it's
      not.) 

Mary Gentle; Rats and Gargoyles; Apr; HC

Barbara Hambly; Rainbow Abyss; Sep

Christopher Hinz; The Paratwa; Apr; HC

James P Hogan; Entroverse; Oct; HC

L Ron Hubbard; Slaves of Sleep and Masters of Sleep; Oct; HC (I'm not
      familiar with Masters of Sleep.  Slaves of Sleep is when of the great
      mindless pulp fantasy adventures.  If you like those, I'd strongly
      recommend seeking out a paperback copy.  It was one of my favorite
      books when I was twelve.)

Janet Kaga; Mirabile; Oct; HC

Katherine Kerr; A Time of Exile; Jun; TP/HC (These are beginning to blur
      for me, so it will be no hardship to wait till it appears in used
      pb.) 

Mercedes Lackey
   Jinx High; Oct;  (Listed as horror.  Presumably a Diane Tregarde.)
   Mage Winds #1: Winds of Fate; Nov; HC

Fritz Leiber
   The Big Time; Apr
   Conjure Wife/Our Lady of Darkness; Aug
   (These reprints show Fritz Leiber at his best.  Conjure Wife was more
      fun than The Big Time, when I read them, but The Big Time has aged
      better.)

George R R Martin; Wild Cards XI: Jokertown Shuffle; Sep (I think they mean
      IX)

Anne McCaffrey; All the Weyrs of Pern; Dec; HC (I'm getting tired of this.)

Michael McCollum; Clouds of Saturn; Jul

Patricia A McKillip; The Sorceress and the Cygnet; May; HC

L E Modesitt Jr; The Magic of Recluce; May HC

Larry Niven; Fallen Angels (with Jerry Pournesll and Michael Flynn); Jul

Andre Norton; The Elvenbane (with Mercedes Lackey); Oct; HC

Terry Pratchett; Guards! Guards!; Jul

Jennifer Roberson; Sword-Breaker; Jul

Spider Robinson; Starseed (with Jeanne Robinson); Oct; HC (Why am I not as
      happy to see sequels to good novels as I used to be?)

Kristine Kathryn Rusch; The White Mists of Power; Nov

Mike Shupp; The Destiny Makers #5:  The Last Reckoning; Apr

Sherri Tepper; Beauty; Aug; HC/TP

Sydney J Van Scyoc; Deepwater Dreams; Jun (A rare three-syllable title)

Joan D Vinge; The Summer Queen; Nov; HC (A sequel - I didn't consider
      "World's End" a sequel to The Snow Queen.)

Patricia C Wrede; Mairelon the Magician; Jun HC (Nothing Arthurian, I hope)

Roger Zelazny; Prince of Chaos; Dec; HC (The end of the series?)

Whew!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Television - Star Trek (11 msgs) &
                                 Battlestar Galactica (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 12:06:37 GMTF
rom: ob43@vaxb.acs.unt.edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

Guys,

   You managed to find my only peeve with ST:TNG.  If they're military, why
don't they act like it?  If they're not a military organization, why do
they have *PHASERS*, *PHOTON TORPEDOES*, and, above all, A *BATTLE* BRIDGE
on the Enterprise-D.  In the original series, you'll note, STARFLEET was
most definitively a military organization, with scientific and rescue
missions being what they did in peace time.

   But, I should know better than to compare the original to Next
Generation.  After all, Gene Roddenberry is GOD OF TREK, and Gene said, let
the Next Generation be wimps, and they were wimps, and they were good.
Sing it Gene!

   Don't get me wrong. I *like* TNG, I just don't like (or agree with)
Roddenberry's view of humanity in the 23rd & 24th Century.

   I'll shut up now.

Jon
OB43@vaxb.acs.unt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 23:34:43 GMT
From: bear@tigger.colorado.edu (Bear Giles)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu writes:
>According to ST:TNG Writer's/Director's guide (1987): "Starfleet is NOT a
>military organization....No saluting.

"Encounter at Farpoint" opened with the Chief Engineer saluting the Captain
as he walked through engineering.  She clearly came to complete stop,
nodded to the captain, and then continued walking.  And as I recall the
captain did acknowledge her, but it was more subtle.

And if you disagree that is a salute I have a 5-th degree black belt I
would like you to meet.  It is not as formal as a 15-degree bow, remaining
down until the superior acknowledges you, but it was unmistakably a salute.

I for one was sorry to see it go - it is an excellent way of controlling
who speaks and acts next.

Bear Giles
bear@star1.fsl.noaa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 04:02:36 GMT
From: U51034@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: RE: ST:TNG

I've frequently heard references to other ships in the series and there
were many reshown clips of Excelsior class BB's rendezvousing with the
Enterprise.  I don't know of many Coast Guard units that contain vessels
with the firepower of cruisers, destroyers, or battleships.  Those type of
ships would not seem to be consistent with the "NASA" theme either.
Judging from the equipment (except maybe the cruise-ship Enterprise) in
StarFleet's inventory, I think most people would tend to agree that it is a
military force.

Choudet Khuon
U51034@UICVM.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 05:21:49 GMT
From: ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu (Ragnarok)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

ob43@vaxb.acs.unt.edu writes:
>You managed to find my only peeve with ST:TNG.  If they're military, why
>don't they act like it?  If they're not a military organization, why do
>they have *PHASERS*, *PHOTON TORPEDOES*, and, above all, A *BATTLE* BRIDGE
>on the Enterprise-D.  In the original series, you'll note, STARFLEET was
>most definitively a military organization, with scientific and rescue
>missions being what they did in peace time.

The Enterprise is an exploratory ship.  It is sent out to explore new
territory, as the opening text states.  It needs phasers, photon torps,
etc.  How else would it deal with a possible hostile life form (like,
perhaps, the Borg) that threatens them?  And how often do you hear the term
"Battle Bridge"?  Usually, I hear a simple "To the bridge."

And about the bowing in _Encounter at Farpoint_, well, that was a pilot
episode.  As you see, many things have changed in the aspect of the series
since the start.  They develop the characters in the beginning perhaps with
flaws because they don't have the sense of hindsight that we have now.
Also, another explanation could be this: It was their maiden voyage, and
people were excited and all, and were just getting to know their Captain,
so they bowed to be polite, or whatever.

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu     
ragnarok@bucs1.bradley.edu     
aamlath@heartland.bradley.edu  
af547@cleveland.freenet.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 21:53:15 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

If it looks like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it
must be a duck.

More to the point, Starfleet ships are substantially armed, and Starfleet
puts money into weapons development (c.f. "The Best Of Both Worlds" part
one).  It handles the *military* defense of the Federation.

Starfleet may ALSO be the exploratory arm of the Federation, but it is most
definitely a MILITARY organization.  It is equipped to handle, and is
intended to attain, the military objectives of the Federation.  This, to my
mind, qualifies it as a military organization, even if it lacks some of the
traditional frills that go along with that term, and even if that is not
its sole, or even primary, purpose.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 22:38:15 GMT
From: jon@cyclone.mitre.org (J. E. Shum)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

We could try to go on evidence internal to the series.  I remember a quote
of Picard saying "Starfleet is NOT a MILITARY organization!  Starfleet is a
SCIENTIFIC organization!"  I'm sorry, but I can't recall which episode this
quote comes from.

I've alway felt that this was a ridiculous thing to say, given the armament
that most Starfleet vessels carry.  Then again perhaps the Calypso should
have been armed too. ;^)

I think the problem is that Mr. Roddenberry is uncomfortable with a future
that seems to require arms, violence, free-market practices, etc.

Jon E. Shum
jon@mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 91 18:50:24 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

Several people wrote (paraphrased)
> "Battle Bridge?" Huh? What?

   The Enterprise's battle bridge has only been used twice (three times?)
in the show so far. It is in the *secondary* hull.
   The idea is that, in case of trouble, the saucer detaches and scoots
away, carrying non-essential crew members and the non-Starfleet people
(families, children, etc.) The bridge crew stays with the rest of the ship,
controlling things from the battle bridge.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 20:33:10 GMT
From: ttardis!mjo@cfctech.cfc.com (Mike O'Connor)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

bear@tigger.Colorado.EDU (Bear Giles) writes:
>ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu writes:
>>According to ST:TNG Writer's/Director's guide (1987):  "Starfleet is  
>>NOT a military organization....No saluting.  
>
>"Encounter at Farpoint" opened with the Chief Engineer saluting the
>Captain as he walked through engineering.  She clearly came to complete
>stop, nodded to the captain, and then continued walking.  And as I recall
>the captain did acknowledge her, but it was more subtle.

I tend to agree.  Also, why would Starfleet have military ranks if it
weren't a military organization?  What IS Starfleet if not the Federation's
military arm?

Internet: mjo@ais.org
Domain UUCP: mjo@ttardis.UUCP
Bang UUCP: ...!uunet!sharkey!cfctech!ttardis!mjo

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 13:34:14 GMT
From: dafj@vaxa.aud.auc.dk (Flemming H. Jensen)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin) writes:
>mjo@ttardis.UUCP (Mike O'Connor) writes:
>>I tend to agree.  Also, why would Starfleet have military ranks if it
>>weren't a military organization?  What IS Starfleet if not the
>>Federation's military arm?

Is Starfleet not military???

That was new to me. In STII:TWoK (I think) the people working on the
Genesis-project are told that Starfleet is taking over Genesis.  By order
of James T, Kirk.

When the leader of the project learns about this, she calls Kirk and ask
him why the military is taking over.

Please comment on this.

Best regards.

Flemming Jensen
University of Aalborg
DENMARK
dafj@vaxa.aud.auc.dk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 21:25:18 GMT
From: rhaar@albert.cs.gmr.com (Robert L. Haar CS50)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

moonman@buhub.bradley.edu (Craig Levin) writes:
>It has been said before: Starfleet isn't military, and no amount of
>grousing about it will change that.

What about facts (in so far as anything in ST is fact) ?

Who conducted all the space wars that we have heard about in ST ?

Who defended the Federation from the Borg?

Who operates the various military outposts and observation stations along
the neutral zone?

The Starfleet of course. 

I don't see how there can be any question that Starfleet is at least in
part, a military unit. Starfleet does also carry out non-military functions
such as exploration, rescue and observation of newly discovered cultures.

This does not mean that the Enterprise is a military vessel or on a
military mission. That is a separate issue.

Bob Haar
Computer Science Dept.
G.M. Research Laboratories
rhaar@albert.cs.gmr.com 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 20:45:00 GMT
From: jon@cyclone.mitre.org ( )
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

It should be obvious from many previous postings on this subject that
Starfleet is not a military organisation because Gene Roddenberry has
decided that Starfleet is not a military organization.  Never mind what is
reality regarding human nature, this is the way he chose to
create/write/produce Star Trek and Star Trek: The Next Generation.  Of
course I could say something witty like "It's only a tv show," but that
would get me into trouble with the faithful.  So instead I'll just say
"Don't try to apply real life criteria to a tv show."

Jon E. Shum
jon@mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 23:31:52 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Battlestar Galactica

meade@athena.mit.edu (Brian R Meade) writes:
>Can anyone out there in net-land tell me anything about BG after they
>finally reached Earth and got a mostly new cast.
>
>I seem to remember it being called BG 1984 and I thought it involved the
>Cylons travelling in Earth's past to try and screw up Man's history.

It was called Galactic:1980.

The going into the past bit was just the premire episode (or 3, as the case
was, I believe).  Galactica, upon reaching Earth, was faced with a problem:
Earth's technology was just too low to be of any help.  One guy suggested
that they travel back into the past and introduce more advanced stuff at
certain key points in history.  Our heroes decided it was a bad idea (I
don't remember why.), so this guy steals a Viper, and goes off to Nazi
Germany to help them out with their missile and space program (Nazi Germany
had the added advantage of being able to establish a unified Earth
government to deal with) Of course, the heroes have to go back in time to
stop this.

Those are the main points of the story.  It's rather condensed, and it's
been some time since I last had anything to do with it, so I may be off in
a few points.

Melinda Miller

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 17:11:11 GMT
From: ternent@WKUVX1 (John Ternent)
Subject: RE: Galactica

Boy, this is really going back a while. What I seem to recall is that the
show was called Galactica 1980, and that it became much more of a comedy
than the old series. There was a goofy show about Cylons appearing on
Halloween and another in which the good guys use some kind of device to
raid a pay phone. The mission of the original Galactica was to find Earth;
in Galactica '80, they find Earth, but they discover that they'd been
followed by the Cylons, whose only purpose in life is to wipe out humanity.
How rude. 

>And I know that the Colonial viper's infamous third button was finally
>used.  Anyone remember what is was used for?

The third button was used in one show for time travel; two good guys went
back in time (I think one's name was Troy, but it's been a _long_ time) to
World War II and stop a V2 ( I think) rocket that was fired at the U.S.

DISCLAIMER: This is all very vague, I only saw a few shows ten years ago,
so give me a break if this is all wrong. :-).

For what it's worth.

John Ternent
Kentucky Climate Center
TERNENT@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 22:36:58 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Galactica 1980

6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi) said:
> It was called Galactic:1980.  The going into the past bit was just the
> premire episode (or 3, as the case was, I believe).  Galactica, upon
> reaching Earth, was faced with a problem: Earth's technology was just too
> low to be of any help.  One guy suggested that they travel back into the
> past and introduce more advanced stuff at certain key points in history.
> Our heroes decided it was a bad idea (I don't remember why.)

The reason you don't remember why is that no reason was ever given;
apparently Glen Larson et al. thought that it was so self-evident as to not
be worth stating. I clearly remember watching this premiere episode and
chuckling at the fact that as far as I could tell the "villain" was right
(at least in general; his selection of the Nazis as the folks to Uplift was
a bit dubious) and the heroes were dead wrong.  With the Cylons about to
show up at any minute and turn Earth into some film clips from _Earthquake_
with bad special effects added (anybody who's seen this episode'll know
what I mean :-), Earth desperately needed the technological head start that
Councillor Xavier wanted to give them.

[But then again, I've never thought very highly of the Prime Directive
anyway.]

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 05:10:12 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: Galactica 1980

Well, while I'll hardly call Battlestar Galactica in any of its
incarnations a tour de force of plot logic, the reasons for not doing this
seem pretty obvious to me.  To wit, going back in time and, say,
industrializing the Roman Empire or some such is an act of genocide.  The
entire population of the planet Earth as of 1980 (~4.5 billion, as I
recall) would cease to ever have existed.  The fact that new people would
exist in their place is hardly consolation.  Imagine I have here in my hand
a device which will kill you, your family, and all your friends.  But it's
okay, because it will also bring into existence at least as many new
people, probably more.  Do it, you say?  I think not.  Would you, then, by
any moral standard, do this very thing to someone else?  I mean, the people
on the Galactica knew more about seeing human populations exterminated than
anyone on this planet.  It doesn't take much in the way of ethics to reject
the plan.

Even making the change at WWII, I don't know about _your_ parents and
grandparents, but mine might have had quite different lives if the war went
faster or slower, if new technologies started blossoming out of it faster
than reason, etc.  I wouldn't want to lay odds on my being born in the new
history, and my life would have been extremely different if I were.
Whoever "I" was, he would only have a few things in common with this
world's me.  I (pre-historical-change) would effectively be worse than
dead - never alive in the first place.

>[But then again, I've never thought very highly of the Prime Directive
>anyway.]

To blazes with the Prime Directive, I don't know why they didn't start
introducing the technologies as of 1980, with a bit less subtlety than
rewriting Dr. Whatsizname's equations for him so that he came up with
"clean nuclear power".  (Wow, three lines changed and we have fusion with
no by-products!  Or was that fission with no waste?  And what's a pilot
doing with nuclear engineering in his head, anyway?)  Sure, they had to
keep things secret so the Cylons didn't know what they were doing.  But
either a) the Cylons can't detect Earth's radio transmissions, so it
doesn't matter what they do, or b) they already have when they came within
fifty light years or so of Earth, and the message "Extraterrestrials Land"
will make absolutely no difference to the extermination fleet being sent to
the thirteenth human colony already.

Sigh.  Still, it was fun when I was eleven, I must admit.  :-)

Michael S. Schiffer, LHN
mschiffer@aal.itd.umich.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 05:51:05 GMT
From: rck1@ellis.uchicago.edu (roberta chi-woon kwong)
Subject: Galactica showing?

   I used to watch _Battlestar Galactica_ quite a lot when I was younger,
it was my first SF.  Unfortunately, I can't seem to remember much of it.
Now, all this discussion on the net has gotten me interested again.
   Would anyone happen to know if BG reruns can be seen on any TV stations
(local: Chicago)?
   Or failing that, perhaps someone would be willing to give me a little
background on the show?
     Thanks.

Robin C. Kwong
rck1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - SF in the Net (7 msgs) &
                                 SF maps of Planets (3 msgs) 
                                 Conventions (4 msgs) &
                                 Immortality

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 22:38:33 GMT
From: ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet ("Brownbeard, the Marauder ", Anderson,Eric H)
Subject: sf in the net

No one has mentioned any of WT Quick's books, (which IMHO are very good)
which involve a lot of people/computer net interfaces.  They are:
   _Of flesh and Sand_
   _Of Gods and Men_
   _Yesterday's Pawn_

Eric Anderson
ANDERSOE@GRIN1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 04:08:37 GMT
From: toerting@mcs.kent.edu
Subject: SF on the Net

zornow@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Claudia Zornow) asks :
>Has anyone accumulated a list of SF which refers to "the net" (by whatever
>name), i.e. a worldwide, almost-real-time network of communication/
>discussion/facts/opinions/etc.?
>
>Current list:
>
>   David Brin, _Earth_
>   Orson Scott Card, _Ender's Game_
>Any others?

Besides these and those that I have seen mentioned so far, I would include
C.J. Cherryh's Cyteen Trilogy (_The Betrayal_, _The_Rebirth_, and _The_
Vindication_)

They all have elements of a large network similar to Internet with the only
dis-similarity being that they aren't based on Earth but are on the planet
Cyteen (which is inhabited by descendents of Earth's Space Explorers).

Tim
toerting@mcs.kent.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 23:00:52 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: sf in the net

ANDERSOE@grin1.BITNET (Anderson,Eric H) writes:
>No one has mentioned any of WT Quick's books, (which IMHO are very good)
>which involve a lot of people/computer net interfaces.  They are:
>
>   _Of flesh and Sand_
>   _Of Gods and Men_
>   _Yesterday's Pawn_

"Dreams of Flesh and Sand" and "Dream of Gods and Men" are now followed by
a third and concluding volume, "Singularities".  The connection with
"Yesterday's Pawn" is still vague to me, until I read all four books again.
"Systems" is also quite good, a similar but unconnected future (though ALL
of Quick's fiction seems to contain a Kennedy Crater lunar base).  In fact,
there was a piece by him (speculative non-fiction) concerning the details
of such a base some months back in Asimov's.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 91 21:17:49 GMT
From: ST602429@brownvm.brown.edu (Bill Sherman)
Subject: SF about Net

_The Minervan Experiment_, has an extremely extensive computer
communication network which hooks directly into the human brain.  I believe
the computers aren't introduced until the 2nd and 3rd books:
_The_Gentle_Giants_of_Ganymede_ and _?_ written by James P. Hogan.

Bill Sherman
Brown University
ST602429@BROWNVM

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 91 19:41:49 GMT
From: U51034@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Re: SF about Net

The name of the last book in the Minervan Experiment trilogy is called
Giants_ Star and yes, you're right, the trilogy does have great details
about nets.  This is probably because Hogan used to work for DEC.
Incidently, computers are a typical theme of Hogan's books.
Minervan_Experiment also gives a neat explanation behind the history and
origins of mankind and his maker.

Choudet Khuon
U51034@UICVM.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 23:58:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF about the net

rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau) writes:
>Islands (?) in the Net - Bruce Sterling

_Islands in the Net_ is the correct title, but I am not sure how it relates
to the subject discussed.

>Synners - Pat Cadigan (?)
Yes, that's the correct author (great cover, but I have not read it)

>Shockwave Rider- John Brunner

_The Shockwave Rider_ is an excellent book and any excuse to insert a
plug for it are good, but again, I fail to see the connection with the
subject of a communications network similar to ours.  The simple presence
and importance in everyday life of computers, whether mainframes or LANs,
did not seem to be the original subject, nor cyberpunk in general.  On the
other hand, I cannot think of a single example myself.

>True Names (novella) - Vernor Vinge

_True Names and other curses_ (I think)

>Valentina - (damn, who?)

_Valentina_, by Joseph H. Delaney, if memory serves.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 04:22:53 GMT
From: IACRPM@asuacad.bitnet ("R. Pearce-Moses")
Subject: Net Novels

RE request for novels involing the net/cyberspace, I didn't notice anyone
mentioning William Gibson's works: _Neuromancer_, _Mona Lisa Overdrive_,
etc.  A brilliant visualization of what cyberspace might look like.  Also,
a friend and I both felt that Dan Simmons' _Hyperion_ (and sequel) played
with the notion of the net and took it a step further.

Richard Pearce-Moses
(602) 965-9276

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 21:37:32 GMT
From: 17001_1511@uwovax.uwo.ca
Subject: SF maps of planets

Thanks to all who replied, on the net and by e-mail, to my request in
January for information about maps of the planets in science fiction
sources. There were only three real suggestions:

ATLAS OF FANTASY (Post, 1973) - very useful (but I'd seen it before)

CONKLIN'S ATLAS (from SPACE 1889 rpg) - very interesting. I picked it
   up at once.

DICTIONARY OF IMAGINARY PLACES - alas, lots of maps but none of them
   are of Mars, Venus or other real worlds.

   I will repeat my request, in case anybody has any other ideas. I am
interested in the history of planetary cartography, maps of real worlds in
our solar system. Apart from all the 'official' maps, I am also interested
in science fiction maps. If you know of ANY book of ANY date which includes
a map I'd love to know about it. For instance, I vaguely recall a map of
Venus accompanying a Dan Dare comic of c. 1960, and there is a great
poster-sized map of Barsoom published by Ballantyne Books in 1960 which I
would give plenty to own (hint). If you have any leads to ANY maps like
these, please reply.

Phil Stooke,
Department of Geography,
University of Western Ontario,
London, Ontario, Canada N6A 5C2

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 17:05:13 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: SF maps of planets

"The New Solar System" by Chaikin is a recent book that includes some maps
of e.g. the Moon, Mars, etc. It is about the solar system in general, and
does not offer complete maps of the planets. It is a great source of
information in general, and is very pretty - glossy oversized paperback,
many, many photos and illustrations.

Also note that National Geographic has published maps of all the planets
(well, every planet that has named features). You can find back issues at
certain used bookstores and thrift shops (Salvation Army, etc). It might be
even easier to find them by asking around with friends and family,
actually.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 16:48:04 GMT
From: toriver@lise.unit.no (Tor Iver Wilhelmsen)
Subject: Re: SF maps of planets

There should be maps of Mars and Venus in the Space:1889 source material
(this is an RPG from Games Designer's Workshop set in an Verne-like world
complete with ether and cloudships.) though I don't own the game myself to
be certain. From what I know of the game, the setting is a colonization of
Mars and Venus by Germany, France and Great Britain, a move that is not
popular with the local population (the Martians and Venusians), and hence a
war ensues. Mars is, btw, complete with canals and atmosphere. :)

toriver@{lise,solan,siri}.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 17:23:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Conventions 

Next year's Wiscon, the Wisconsin SF convention, will mark the return of
the Alternate History panel.

"That Was the Year that Wasn't" will review the past year's Alternate
History books and stories.

If you're interested in attending Wiscon (yes, it is a year away) or want
to send capsule reviews of AH books and stories (things 'outside' the SF&F
genre label appreciated), please notify me by mail. The Wiscon 16 concom is
already taking suggestions for programming.

I'd also like to have the top stories of the alternate 1991 such as:

Howard Waldrop wins National Book Award for _Trout Fishing in Unknown
   Kadeesh_.
King George VII sends troops to quell independence movement in Kuwaiti
   Protectorate.
Senator Jerry Pournelle convicted of selling Stealth secrets to the
   Khanate of Georgia.

Send suggestions, reviews and the like to:

humphrie@vms.macc.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 05:18:18 GMT
From: jarrell@vtserf.cc.vt.edu (Ron Jarrell)
Subject: Technicon 8, April 12-14

Technicon 8            April 12-14, 1991            Blacksburg, Virginia

Just announced: Special Guest:  

			     Mark "Nasir" Ryan

from the British TV series, "Robin Hood", as seen on Showtime and PBS.

Guests:  Diane Carey, and her husband and editor Greg Brodeur
	 Authors of the Star Trek books "Dreadnought!",
	 "Battlestations!", "Final Frontier", and the Next Generation
	 book "Ghost Ship."  Also the hard-cover romance "Sudden Storm."
	 
	Larry Elmore, noted TSR artist, perhaps best known for his
	work on the Dragonlance series.

	Ruth Thompson, artist, and winner of the 1990 Chesley Award.

	Don Sakers, editor of "Carmen Miranda's Ghost is Haunting
	Space Station Three," and the mystery novel "Leave of October."
	Don will be chairing a writer's workshop.

Fan Guest of Honor: John "Fuzzface" McMahon.

Events:  SF Jeopardy Tournament, 24 hour Japanese Animation, 24 hour
	 videos, LARPG, the victorian horror "A Dark and Stormy Night."
	 Art show/auction, costume contest, dance, gaming, Film contest,
	 panels, the current Next Generation episode on the big screen,
	 con suite, computer room, dealers room, and more.

Venue: Donaldson Brown Continuing Education Center, a full service
hotel and convention center located at Virginia Tech.

Contact: Technicon 8
	 c/o VTSFFC
	 P.O. Box 256
	 Blacksburg, VA 24063-0256
	 (703) 953-1214
	 Technicon@vtcc1.cc.vt.edu
	 Fidonet: Technicon 8@1:264/711

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 17:40:15 GMT
From: cal@fang.att.com (Charles A. Licata)
Subject: OASIS 4 Convention, Orlando, Florida

                               OASIS 4
                           May 17-19, 1991
                            Presented by
               The Orlando Area Science Fiction Society
                              (OASFiS)

Location: Gold Key Inn, 7100 South Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, Florida
            (The road is also known as 17-92),
          Phone (407)855-0050 (hotel reservations only)

Guest of Honor
  Robert Asprin - Author of the "MYTH" series, Co-editor of "Thieves'
World". 

Toastmaster
  Rusty Hevelin - A well-known fan from the mid-west who has been 
                  attending cons for a very long time as a guest and/or 
                  dealer.

Artist Guest of Honor
  Don Maitz     - Debut was in 1975 and since he has produced over 150 book
                  covers.  He is a recipient of a "Howard" and Hugo award
                  for his work.

Fan Guest of Honor
  Bob and Anne Passovoy were originally scheduled, but they will no longer
                  be able to attend.  The new Fan Guest of Honor has not
                  yet been announced.

Other Confirmed Guests - Lynn Abbey (Asprin's wife), Jeff Adams,
                  Michael Bates, Holly Bird, Johanna M. Bolton, Richard Lee
                  Byers, Scott Ciencin, Sarah Clemens, Clyde Duensing III,
                  George Ewing, Charles L. Fontenay, Joseph Green, Jack C.
                  Haldeman II, Joe & Gay Haldeman, Mary Hanson-Roberts, Lee
                  Hoffman, Carl & Michele Lundgren, Vince Miranda, Ken &
                  Beth Mitchroney, Ingrid Neilson, Richard Louis Newman,
                  Andre Norton, Peggy Ranson, Mike & Carol Resnick, Gary
                  Roen, Jeanette Spencer, C.L. Swann, Ruth Thompson, Phil
                  Tottorici, Rick Wilbur, Janny Wurtz

Art Show -        Panel Space is available in 4'x4' and 4'x8' sizes.
                  Limited tables for 3-D art are available in whole and
                  half size.  The art show will operate a print shop.
                  OASIS 4 will accept art shipped in from out-of-state.
                  Write early for shipping instructions.  Space should be
                  reserved by April 15, 1991.  For Art show information and
                  shipping instructions write attn: Lynn Murphy, Art Show
                  Director, 3206 Caulfield Street, Apopka, Florida, 32803.

Dealer's Room   - From books to Role Playing games, a wide variety of 
                  merchandise will be available.  OASFIS reserves the right
                  to limit tables to two per dealer.

Costume Contest - Come as your favorite literary, film, or comic character
                  or your own original costume creation.

Dances          - An evening Dance "Midnight at the OASIS" will be held on 
                  both Friday and Saturday night starting at 11:00 PM.

Gaming          - The convention will offer near round the clock role
                  playing and board games.  If you are interested in
                  running an event or have suggestions for tournaments
                  contact Rembert Parker at the OASFIS address.

Volunteers      - Help is needed in all areas of the convention.  If you 
                  would like to volunteer let OASFIS know if you have
                  preferred areas you would like to staff or if you want to
                  be a roving gofer.  Please contact Ray Herz, Con Ops, 905
                  West Espanola Way, Melbourne, Florida, 32901,
                  (407-725-2383) for more information.

OASFIS (Orlando Area Science Fiction Society) is a non-profit corporation
that promotes SF in all its forms.  They meet every second Sunday of each
month at Enterprise 1701, located at 2814 Corrine Drive, Orlando, Florida.
For more information OASFiS address is:

   OASFIS
   P.O. Box 616469
   Orlando, Florida 32861-6469

This information was copied (not word for word) from the OASIS 4 flier.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 01:35:24 GMT
From: michaelw@dbase.a-t.com (Michael Wallis)
Subject: ConFrancisco Update

The following was posted on Monday, March 11th, 1991

Sb: ConFrancisco Mailroom
Fm: Kevin Standlee-ConFran93 [72377,3623]
To: 75470,1264

The volume of inquiries about the status of missing checks and other mail
has prompted a meeting of the Executive Committee of ConFrancisco and
resulted in a staffing change in the affected departments.  Vice-Chairman
Jeff Canfield [73300,162] is personally taking charge of the situation.

A great many checks have been recently deposited at our bank, and these
should appear on bank statements either this month or next.  A lot of mail
is currently being sorted, and convention officers have pledged to
acknowledge mailpromptly once they receive it, which should be within the
next two weeks. If by mid-April you still haven't heard from us about
something you sent us, we ask that you write again.  Also, please let me
know by Electronic Mail in case you encounter some lingering postal problem
of which we are not aware.

Because of the delays we have experienced, many members and prospective
members may not have gotten adequate information about ConFrancisco in a
timely manner. Therefore, we will continue to accept memberships under the
price schedule as announced in Progress Report 0. Current flyers and the
chart published in PR-1 state that these rates are good until the end of
March, but we will continue to accept memberships under the earlier
schedule until the end of April, at which time the basic membership will
rise.

A more detailed description of ConFrancisco's mail room and the steps taken
to remedy the problems with it is scheduled for PR-2, later this year. If
you have specific questions, please contact me here in the SF FORUM, or via
Electronic Mail.  Thank you.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 00:10:38 GMT
From: rlsg7229@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Robert Lewis Spence)
Subject: Immortality

Noticing all the title requests for books on vampires, does anyone have any
suggestions on books that have characters who are immortal or develop the
concept of immortality in general?

If you send me email, I'll collect everything together and post it at once.

Rob

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Cabell (2 msgs) & Cherryh & Clarke &
                       Dick & Eddings (3 msgs) & Gerrold &
                       Haldeman (2 msgs) & Herbert &
                       Vinge & Request Answer &
                       Requests (4 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 03:48:57 GMT
From: ST402711@brownvm.brown.edu (Tim Johnson)
Subject: James Branch Cabell

I happened upon a book by an author by the name of James Branch Cabell some
years ago in a used bookstore.  As the price was right, and the back cover
listed him as an alumnus of my alma mater (William and Mary) I bought the
book, along with two others, and stashed them deep in my book shelf.  Well,
desperation (my own and a friend's) had me combing my shelves for stuff to
read.  I gave my friend some Harlan Ellison, and took a chance on Cabell
myself.  The novel I read was called _Jurgen_.  And the point of this
posting is that I thought it was great.  I read it today, and am about to
start _Figures of Earth_, and while I am near a terminal, I thought I would
ask what anyone out there knew of this author.  It seems his name came up
once before on this list, perhaps a year or more ago, but of course, it had
no meaning for me then.

What I would be interested in is first a bibliography of his works, and
secondly, any commentary on his works that you would care to offer.

The third point of this is to find out just how many people have ever heard
of him.  You see, it seems that his novel _Jurgen_ was singled out by some
Committee on Vice in America (or whatever the 1920's equivalent of the
Moral Majority or PMRC was) for prosecution under the obscenity laws.  An
action which he seems to anticipate in a part of the novel, incidentally.
So, anyhow, some anonymous editor, writing for Penguin Books (which bravely
undertook to publish it some 25 years after the scandal had subsided though
I shouldn't judge them) quotes at the bottom of an introductory note to the
book, H.L. Mencken (who I will admit to being unfamiliar with) claiming
"But where is there another book so beautifully contrived, so genuinely a
masterpiece?  It will, I believe, long outlast its day."  Now, I had never
heard of it, and my copy dates from 45 years ago from before the author's
death.  So I'm also curious to find whether or not it has outlasted its
day.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 06:07:59 GMT
From: delliott@cec2.wustl.edu (Dave Elliott)
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

Cabell's books get back into print now and then. Somewhere I have a
paperback copy of "The Cream of the Jest" which I liked better than
"Figures of Earth."  Those who study 20th century fantasy literature value
James Branch Cabell and Lord Dunsany, who is also a good read. Dunsany
wrote short fiction, so you'll find him in anthologies; Cabell wrote
novels, and I'll bet you Penguin still publishes three or four of them.
H.L. Menken was a Baltimore Sun columnist, who supported lots of
freedom-of-speech causes and wrote a very good book called "The American
Language."

David L. Elliott
Dept. of Systems Science and Mathematics
Washington University, St. Louis, MO 63130
delliott@CEC2.WUSTL.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 14:21:07 GMT
From: orava@bulldozer.hut.fi (Petri Wessman)
Subject: Re: Coming Attractions

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) said:
[ lists upcoming titles ]

> CJ Cherryh
>    Heavy Time; Jun; HC

Any advance info/rumors/anything on this? Setting, theme, etc.?

Just another rabid Cherryh fan :-)

Petri Wessman
Helsinki University of Technology
Finland
Petri.Wessman@hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:09:13 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: RAMA III ?

mathew@mantis.co.uk writes:
>Thomas Hyer writes:
>>  This reminds me of the first time I heard Clarke had written a sequel
>>to RAMA: I liked the first book, but thought it was pretty conclusively
>>over when it ended, and said `You can't write a sequel to RAMA!'  Guy
>>next to me looks up, doesn't miss a beat: `No, you have to write _two_
>>sequels.'
>
>Look at the last paragraph of the book. It was _obvious_ that there would
>be two sequels.

Not quite.  Read the introduction to _Rama II_ again. Clarke said that the
last line in the first book ("The Ramans do everything in threes") was
actually an afterthought, which he added because he felt it gave the work a
nicer, more open-ended ending.  He specifically stated that at the time, he
had no intention of writing even ONE sequel, let alone two.  However, he
revived the project again, hence the release of _Rama II_.  I suspect the
third will be out shortly, and given the fact that an excerpt from it
appears at the end of _Rama II_ (at least, in the paperback edition), it
would seem that it is already written.

Incidentally, is it just me or does Gentry Lee seem to detract from
Clarke's ideas rather than enhance them?  I've read _Cradle_ and _Rama II_,
and it seemed to me that while the concepts and technology are pure Clarke,
the majority of the dialog and characterizations do not come from him.
While they might have some virtue in their own right, I grew rather tired
of ponderous flash-backs to sordid events in the characters' pasts (and
they all seemed to have quite a library of them).  Perhaps Clarke's style
is changing in his old age, but I miss his earlier writing.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 10:43:00 GMT
From: studer@suphys.physics.su.oz.au (Andrew Studer)
Subject: Re: PKD

I wrote:

>>DO ANDROIDS DREAM...: VERY different to the film. I saw the film before
>>reading the book and be warned, it's a fairly big adjustment process.

Bob Alberti replies:

>With "Blade Runner" I felt the quality of the final product did justice to
>the deviations from the original.  If it were said that Blade Runner is
>the child of DADOES, DADOES would be a proud father.

Agreed. Upon reflection, probably the most stark difference between the two
is not so much the differences in plot, but the differences in "mood"
between the two. The tones of both novel and film are dark but, in very
different ways.
 
>>These ideas are by no means original.
>Maybe not, but Dick handled them better than SO MANY.  

Erk! Major ambiguity on my part. It was meant to be my interpretations
which were unoriginal, not PKD! On the contrary, given the time at which
the really Dickian novels started appearing (Late fifties to early sixties)
I think it's fair to say that PKD was one of a handful who began pushing
the genre away from the mainstream (yes, I know that generalises a bit).

And given that generalisation, who can name any other worthwhile authors
who started pushing the boundaries before the 60's new wave thing?

>And speaking of 'accessible' authors, I find Dick and Delany to be two of
>the most challenging writers.  I just finished "Stars In My Pocket Like
>Grains of Sand" and while it was much more readable and accessable than
>his earlier "Dhalgren", it left me just as sure at the end that I'd
>entirely missed the point.  In this, I find these authors quite similar.

Haven't got into Delany much yet. I've tried a few short stories, which
generally seem harder to follow for their comparative length than PKD.  As
to "missing the point", well, yeah, I suppose it's hard to be sure, isn't
it? It took me three reads just to follow the plot of "A Scanner Darkly"
(it was worth it). But take, say, Palmer Eldritch: how much is it a comment
about religion? Evil/right/wrong etc? There were a few lines which seemed
to be really negative towards Christianity specifically. Was this the main
point? Only a minor concern? etc. 

I don't know how other people feel, but this is again one area in which I
think PKD's writing excels: it's not totally obscure and impenetrable, but
it doesn't hand you The Meaning Of The Novel on a plate.

Andrew Studer
Plasma Physics Dept, School of Physics
University of Sydney, NSW 2006 Australia
studer@alfven.physics.su.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 15:56:34 GMT
From: CHRISTO@wehi.dn.mu.oz
Subject: Ruby Knight what now?

I just thought I'd ask a few questions about Eddings' `Elenium' series, in
particular the possible resolution in the third book.

As far as I know, it isn't slated for release till October at earliest.

                        SPOILERS FOLLOW

It seems to me as if Eddings has left himself with a rather weak
conclusion.  We see in the second book that Sparhawk and Sephrenia have
recovered the jewel from the Troll with Flute's help (who is revealed to be
the immortal child-goddess thingummy (I misremember her name)

As I recall, the jewel was supposed to give the bearer unlimited power if
used in conjunction with the two rings.

Sparhawk and his company only have two foes that I can see - Martel the
renegade Pandion and the god Azash. We know that one ring is still with the
queen so Sparhawk does not have complete power over the jewel.

Surely Martel cannot pose that great a threat now and only Azash is a bit
of a dark horse. We haven't seen much of him though.

So how will it end? I always thought the recovery of the jewel was all that
was needed.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 15:23:53 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Ruby Knight what now? spoiler

***SPOILER WARNING***

CHRISTO@wehi.dn.mu.oz writes:
>As I recall, the jewel was supposed to give the bearer unlimited power if
>used in conjunction with the two rings.
>
>...renegade Pandion and the god Azash. We know that one ring is still with
>the queen so Sparhawk does not have complete power over the jewel.
>
>So how will it end? I always thought the recovery of the jewel was all
>that was needed.

Not quite. They have to get back to the queen with the jewel and a ring.
They also have to lift her enchantment and use the jewel before she dies.
These might or might not be trivial. Also the queen is supposed to cure or
prevent some rather nasty times ahead. She hasn't done this yet.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:07:19 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Ruby Knight what now?

Actually, Sparhawk has *both* of the rings.  That's how he did all that
magical stuff with that staff he got from the dead king.

Kerovan

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 05:52:17 GMT
From: sethcohn@alchemy.tcnet.ithaca.ny.us (seth cohn)
Subject: Chtorr!!!

I love the Chtorran Series by David Gerrold!  Anyone else?  Any hints heard
on when the next will be out?

Also: _Man who Folded Himself_ is due out in paperback.  Anyone know if
Gerrold has changed anything it??  If you haven't read it - DO SO!! Best
time travel story EVER!!

Seth

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 17:45:38 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Haldeman's _Worlds_

Anyone know what's happened to the third (and presumably final) volume of
Joe Haldeman's _Worlds_ trilogy? Has it even been written yet?

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 03:29:12 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Haldeman's _Worlds_

awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford) writes:
>Anyone know what's happened to the third (and presumably final) volume of
>Joe Haldeman's _Worlds_ trilogy? Has it even been written yet?

The three volumes are
  Worlds
  Worlds Apart
  Worlds Enough and Time (supposedly)

Only the first two have appeared.  I was pulling for Worlds Away as the
title for the third, but apparently Haldeman doesn't listen to me.  Don't
know why.  If it's that he's never heard of me, well, that's a pretty
flimsy excuse, says I.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 15:30:19 GMT
From: objr@helios.tcad.ee.ufl.edu (Orlando Bell)
Subject: Dune books

I'm presently reading the fourth book of the Dune chronicles by Frank
Herbert.  I'm having a little trouble keeping the whole story straight
(it's hard to remember all the details).  I also do not comprehend all the
symbolism and science.  Are there any Dune experts in the net who could
help me with a few questions I have?  Please send me some e-mail.

Thanks in advance.

Orlando
objr@tcad.ee.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 06:56:42 GMT
From: sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela)
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) writes:
>>[I claimed that _The Snow Queen_ is not a juvenile book]
>I do not want to draw this out too much, but this type of argument is one
>that I really disagree with.  OK, so _The Snow Queen_ did deal with
>interstellar politics and complex issues on how people are used, either
>physically or emotionally, by others.  What do you mean those are not
>juvenile themes?  Why should you be treated to mindless space operas
>exclusively, simply because you are young?  *This* is a type of
>discrimination that I feel very strongly about, ie, the way children are
>treated, as if they were stupid or mentally deficient.

OK, OK, I was a bit hasty.  It was not my intention to say that _The Snow
Queen_ would be uninteresting for juveniles.  However, I do think that it
has *something* (perhaps the style, etc.) which makes it more accessible to
adults than, say, _Psion_.  I mean that an adult person would probably
prefer _The Snow Queen_, while a teenager would possibly find both
enjoyable.

>A lot of the classical reading one does when under 12 deals with even more
>complex issues and if you had no problem understanding them and enjoying
>challenging books, why should the younger generation be different?

Based on my knowledge (and personal experience) on our (Finnish)
educational system, I must say that a small minority actually reads those
classics which are required reading in our schools.  An even smaller
minority enjoys them.  It's a shame really, I think that most pupils would
really like the classics if they were not forced down their throats.  I
haven't read any of our national classics, and one reason for this fact is
our educational system (IMHO).

>In a word, this condescending attitude is one I cannot stand, and I would
>recommend _The Snow Queen_ to anyone old enough to appreciate the original
>fairy tale.

So would I.  I certainly didn't want to give the impression that I wouldn't
recommend _The Snow Queen_ to young people.  It's a beatiful book and I
know that I would have loved it when I was young.

>But I am still awaiting the last book: I was told this was a trilogy, and
>we are likely to be waiting for quite some time...

I have good news for you.  A couple of days ago I received email from a
fellow netter.  He had been present at a WISCON meeting where Joan D. Vinge
gave a reading of _The Summer Queen_.  _The Summer Queen_ is on its way to
the publisher, and should be out later this year.

Kari Sutela
sutela@polaris.utu.fi

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 22:02:50 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: TIME TUNNEL

crew@CS.Stanford.EDU (Roger Crew) said:
> I remember a "[The ?] Time Tunnel" novel about two kids that go into a
> cave and emerge in 17th century New Amsterdam (Manhattan Island).
> 
> No idea who wrote it, though.

That's almost certainly _The Magic Tunnel_, by Caroline D. Emerson.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 01:41:15 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Coming Attractions

  Well, hearing that James P. Hogan and Michael McCollum will be putting
out new books in the next year just made my week. Any word on my other
favorite author, Timothy Zahn? I've bought and read everything those three
authors have out so far.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 91 20:52:07 GMT
From: wgarmil@hawk.ulowell.edu (WildCard)
Subject: Looking for a short story

Back in the mid to late 70's, I read a story in the Twilight Zone magazine
called (I belive) "The Final Version".  In it, God created a version of
Adam and Eve that would stand up to him instead of worshipping him
(something he'd been trying to do on other planets, but kept failing at).
Any help on finding which issue this appeared in, and where I can find a
copy in the Boston, MA area would be greatly appreciated.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 03:12:12 GMT
From: robertv@isishq.fidonet.org (Robert Valantin)
Subject: Jaunting

Can anyone remember a book or short story with the premise that people
could transport themselves to another location just by thinking about it or
visualizing it.  This was called "jaunting".
 
Please reply by email to robertv@isishq or by posting.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 08:03:39 GMT
From: rck1@ellis.uchicago.edu (roberta chi-woon kwong)
Subject: unknown book

   I'm not really sure where to put in this request for help but...
   Two years ago I came across a book that my roommate had borrowed from
someone else. It was titled something like "God: the Ultimate Biography."
Well, something like that.  It was a very humorous "account" of events,
including the creation of the universe, Adam and Eve, the Great Flood, and
other things.
   I haven't been able to find this book again; I don't know who the author
is. Would someone out there happen to know of this book?  It's been driving
me up a wall/barrier/blockade/fence/etc.
   Thanks.

Robin C. Kwong
rck1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 21-Mar  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #100
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA05558; Thu, 21 Mar 91 08:47:59 EST
Date: Thu, 21 Mar 91 08:47:59 EST
Message-Id: <9103211347.AA05558@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #100
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 21 Mar 91 08:47:59 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #100
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 21 Mar 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 100

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Deitz & Niven (4 msgs) & Ruff (2 msgs) &
                     Zahn & Zelazny (2 msgs) & Request Answer &
                     Requests (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 16:25:49 GMT
From: cacaldarelli@lotus.uwaterloo.ca (Christina Caldarelli)
Subject: RE : Tom Deitz & "Stoneskin's Revenge"

PYC119@URIACC.URI.EDU (Tom Linkenback) writes:

>    Has anyone else out there read this book?  He finally got around to
> putting the new one out, and yes, there is going to be another one.

   I picked up a copy last week, and read it right away.  I really enjoyed
it maybe even more than the previous books.  I did miss Dave though; he
didn't come into this book at all, except in the prologue and epilogue.

   I won't say any more just yet, but I definitely think that this book is
worth reading.

Christina Caldarelli

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 06:37:09 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Niven's IT and TSR

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (David M. Meyer) says:
>I didn't much enjoy the story in _The Integral Trees_; it was long and
>didn't seem to go anywhere.  My brother tells me that _Smoke Ring_ had a
>better story, but I never finished it, since I was tired of the whole
>thing after _The Integral Trees_.  Maybe I should go back and give it a
>shot.
>
>My evaluation of _The Integral Trees_ is that it would have made a great
>short story or two, but he did absolutely nothing with it.  By the end I
>was so sick of the whole thing that I was sorry I ever picked it up.

That's pretty much what I'd say.  In some of Niven's more recent novels he
thinks up wonderful inventions like the Ringworld and the Smoke Ring, but
he doesn't come up with good plots to go with them.  His other novels like
_Protector_, _World of Ptaavs_, and even _A Gift from Earth_ have enjoyable
plots, so he's obviously capable of such.  Is he just getting lazy because
he can now be assured that his books will sell?

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:43:29 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: Larry Niven, THE INTEGRAL TREES / THE SMOKE RING

GILL@qucdnast writes:
>The last few SF Digests, I have seen a large number of people bashing
>Niven's Integral Trees and The Smoke Ring.  I would like to know why.
>[...]

Dave Schaumann (dave@caslon) writes: 
> I think I can shed some light on this.  When I first saw IT, I saw the
> quote on the cover comparing it to Ringworld.  Unfortunately, this set up
> my expectations for the same gosh-wow hi-tech stuff that you find in
>
> ...time I read it.  Then Smoke Ring came out, so I re-read Integral Trees
> (since it had been a long time anyway), and thoroughly enjoyed it.
> Similarly, I then quite enjoyed Smoke Ring.

   I'd noticed the general penchant for IT/tSR bashing myself some time
ago, but didn't think it important enough to comment.  I guess I've changed
my mind on that score.
   I will agree that these two books are not great science fiction, but I
also enjoyed the stories a good deal, and would not hesitate to grab up
another book if Niven writes one set in the same world.  There were some
pretty interesting ideas floating around in those books!  From the comments
I've seen on the list, the biggest problem people seem to have with these
two is that they're not 'hard' sf; that didn't bother me at all.  I think
the most important question dealt with in the books was what sort of
society would grow out of a small number of people in such an unusual
environment.  I'm not a scientist, and though I'm skeptical that such a gas
torus could exist, I think Niven did an excellent job with it.  One 'big
lie' isn't so much to ask, so long as it's dealt with in a believable
fashion.
   Personally, I prefered IT to tSR...

Fred L. Drake, Jr.  
Slide Curator, Art & Architecture Library  
302A Cowgill Hall  
VPI & SU  
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206  

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 15:42:16 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (David M. Meyer)
Subject: Re: Niven's IT and TSR

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>In some of Niven's more recent novels he thinks up wonderful inventions
>like the Ringworld and the Smoke Ring, but he doesn't come up with good
>plots to go with them.  His other novels like _Protector_, _World of
>Ptaavs_, and even _A Gift from Earth_ have enjoyable plots, so he's
>obviously capable of such.

Yes, _Ringworld_ and _Integral Trees_ are similar in that respect.  But the
reason I enjoyed _Ringworld_ is that it's a bunch of stories all packaged
into one book.  He keeps coming up with new and fun things to do with it.
_Integral Trees_, IMHO, never develops beyond the initial neat idea for
what this place is like.

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
University of Virginia                           
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 23:54:23 GMT
From: dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Niven's IT and TSR

dmm0t@holmes (David M. Meyer) writes:
>WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>>In some of Niven's more recent novels he thinks up wonderful inventions
>>like the Ringworld and the Smoke Ring, but he doesn't come up with good
>>plots to go with them.  His other novels like _Protector_, _World of
>>Ptaavs_, and even _A Gift from Earth_ have enjoyable plots, so he's
>>obviously capable of such.
>
>Yes, _Ringworld_ and _Integral Trees_ are similar in that respect.  But
>the reason I enjoyed _Ringworld_ is that it's a bunch of stories all
>packaged into one book.  He keeps coming up with new and fun things to do
>with it.

You know, I've been thinking that Mr. Niven has some really interesting
plot elements unresolved at the end of _Ringworld Engineers_.  Consider:
   1.  Louis Wu will need a boosterspice shot sooner or later, and
       unless the Needle has a VERY well equipped autodoc, it's a long
       walk home.  And even so, he'd still have to convince Hindmost
       to let him in (if it was available).
   2.  I think this is the most important.  Teela Brown knew there
       was a good chance she was going to die.  I find it hard to
       believe she would willingly leave the entire Ringworld without
       a single Pak to oversee it.  There are a number of interesting
       ways she could arrange it, but I believe Louis and company could
       expect to have to deal with one sooner or later.
   3.  Louis would probably figure out #2 given enough time, and
       suddenly wish very badly he had a working hyperdrive shunt.

_Escape From Ringworld_ anyone?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 16:09:45 GMT
From: cacaldarelli@lotus.uwaterloo.ca (Christina Caldarelli)
Subject: Matt Ruff: _Fool on the Hill_

Am I the only person in the world who has read this book?
Am I the only one who thinks it's amazing?

Has Matt Ruff written anything else?

Please answer, so I'll know I'm not alone in the universe.

Christina Caldarelli

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 23:40:44 GMT
From: srt@aero.org (Scott "TCB" Turner)
Subject: Re: Matt Ruff: _Fool on the Hill_

(Christina Caldarelli) writes:
>Am I the only person in the world who has read this book?
>Am I the only one who thinks it's amazing?

Nope.  It is a very good book; all the more so when you realize it is a
first novel.  I suspect it has never gotten much attention on this
newsgroup because it was marketed (rather unsuccessfully) as mainstream
fiction.

As far as I know, Matt Ruff has not published anything else.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 04:20:52 GMT
From: greyfire@ecst.csuchico.edu (Thomas L. Talley)
Subject: Re: Coming Attractions

neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:
>  Well, hearing that James P. Hogan and Michael McCollum will be putting
>out new books in the next year just made my week. Any word on my other
>favorite author, Timothy Zahn? I've bought and read everything those three
>authors have out so far.

From locus:

Zahn, Timothy
   
   Star Wars Trilogy Book #1: Heir to the Empire.
	     Bantam spectra, Jun '91 (ltd hc, hc)

   Star Wars Trilogy Book #2: Heir ot the Empire.
	     SFBC, Jul '91 (r, hc)

It looks like it will be picked up by the Science Fiction Book Club.  But
it's out in HC, so look for it.  And remember publishers ship the month
before the book is out.

Tom Talley
greyfire@cscihp.ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 16:12:20 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Amber Books

rransom@aclcb.purdue.edu writes:
>   For those interested in the Amber series, the first book is _Nine
>Princes in Amber_.  Find this one and read it before going on to the next,
>it will save you having to read all of the passages that act as summaries
>of the previous books that crop up through the series.
>
>   I'll post a list of the Amber series soon unless someone beats me to
>it; can't remember them all in the proper order.

Ok, here is this list as I have it:

   Chronicles of Corwin:
      _Nine_Princes_in_Amber_
      _Guns_of_Avalon_
      _Hand_of_Oberon_
      _Sign_of_the_Unicorn_
      _Courts_of_Chaos_

   Chronicles of Merlin:
      _Trumps_of_Doom_
      _Blood_of_Amber_
      _Sign_of_Chaos_
      _Knight_of_Shadows_
      ?

The series names (Chronicles of ...) I have assigned, they are not official
names, but I find it easier to refer to them by these names.  Additionally,
I would suggest that you only read the second series, Chronicles of Merlin,
if you really enjoyed the first series.  The second series isn't nearly as
well written as the first.  Good hunting/reading.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 23:56:06 GMT
From: eric@sequent.com
Subject: Re: Amber Books

ASMAD@ACVAX.INRE.ASU.EDU (Mark Drake) writes:
>I'm interested in reading the Amber book.  The local bookstores, only
>carry the series piecemeal.  Could someone send me the titles in the
>proper order?  I don't really want to start out with the third book.

I was looking at them last night:

1st set (Corwin):
   Nice Princes in Amber
   Guns of Avalon
   Sign of the Unicorn
   The Hand of Oberon
   The Courts of Chaos

2nd set (Merlin):
   Trumps of Doom
   Blood of Amber
   Sign of Chaos
   Knight of Shadows
   ....

BTW, I think Zelazny has the best opening pages of any author I have ever
read.  IMHO the first pages of Nine Princes and the first pages of Trumps
are both nearly perfect.  Has anyone ever seen a better opening than these
books in terms of involving the reader quickly?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 18:23:27 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #95

andy@oda.icl.stc.co.uk (Andy Spiceley)
>The novel was, if I remember right, set in England in the 18th early 19th
>century, i.e. in the midst of the industrial revolution.  The difference
>was that Babbage (or possibly someone working slightly earlier? Otherwise
>do the dates match?)  succeeds in building the difference and analytical
>engines, and the IT revolution takes off, powered by steam!  Alongside
>huge steam powered cotton mills etc., we get huge steam powered computers.
>About the only other thing I can remember is that it was a dual-authored
>book.

You saw the British edition of _The Difference Engine_ by Bruce Sterling
and William Gibson, the American edition of which just came out.  Thomas
Disch recently gushed over it in _The New York Times Review of Books_, I
believe it was.  Publicity is building to high pressure, so I would like to
send out a firm buyer-beware: It's an overworked, lumbering collaboration
with too much Sterling and not enough Gibson (IMHO).  In his review, Disch
would have you believe that the Dickensian flavor of the dense details and
long, drawn-out plot line is brilliant.  Personally, I found reading this
book a useful way to doze off.  Actually, "plot tangle" is a better term.
There are so many things thrown in for little apparent reason.  The sex
scenes do not further the plot and seem more experimental than deliberate
(oops, sales just skyrocketed). Conceptually, the 100-page riot scene is an
interesting stylistic quote from Dickens, but directing so much of the
reader's time and energy to appreciation of stylistic gymnastics, no matter
how well done, comes off as a bit abusive to me.

After all, somewhere in here there's a story to be told but where?
Sterling and Gibson had to add a sort of postscript to the book to try to
tie off a myriad of arteries bleeding every which way.  Disch refers to
this staunching of the wounds as ingenious, tantalizing suggestions of an
alternate Victorian world and an innovative literary technique in the
portrayal of alternate histories.  I say it's a typeset notebook of
scribbles that were never developed because time ran out.  Granted, these
are the scribbles of Sterling and Gibson and not just anybody, but we
deserve better from these two, and I think they've earned high
expectations.

As a mitigating circumstance, rumor has it that Gibson lost most of his
steam in the collaboration because he was so focused on the screenplay for
Aliens 3 (which reportedly Hollywood paid him for and then threw out for
some reason).  For Sterling's sake, he's not the first sci-fi author to
attempt to soar to the heights of timeless literature and get his wax
melted, and this is after all a first try (but Dickens?; oh, please).  I
was very disappointed, especially to think that the book's sales will
probably whistle along because of the name recognition.  If you must read
the book out of loyalty, at least consider what else you could do with the
$20 for the hardcover edition.

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 91 05:51:16 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: TOR double books

   I've been really impressed with the choices of whoever has been editing
the TOR doubles series.  But I've got a problem.  The last one I found in
the store was _Nanoware Time/ The Persistence of Vision_ by Ian Watson/
John Varley , which was number 29, and now I've bought number 31 _Run for
the Stars/ Echoes of Thunder_ by Harlan Ellison/ Jack Dann & Jack C.
Haldeman II.

What happenned to numbers 30 and 31 !  I don't even have titles so I can't
try to order them.  If you've seen the books, please tell me what they are
so I can get them!

Thanks.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 17:19:46 GMT
From: dindigal@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Harish Dindigal)
Subject: Starwars-books!

Hi,

I have seen Starwars, Empire Strikes back and Return of the Jedi recently.
They deal with episode 4-6 in the Starwars series. And I want to know if
there are any books that deal with Episode 1-3 and 7-? in the Starwars
series. If you know please send me email with Author and book title info.

Thanks in advance,

Harish Dindigal
152 Oakland St. #2                            
Syracuse NY 13210                                                          
(315)-475-5856   
dindigal@rodan.acs.syr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 00:44:00 GMT
From: UI0T@dkauni2.bitnet ("Thomas Koenig")
Subject: Information on Arkadi & Boris Strugazki

Does anybody out there know anything about the Strugazki brothers?  I've
seen a film based on one of their novels, "Es ist nicht leicht, ein Gott zu
sein" (It's not easy to be a god), which is a German/ Soviet coproduction
and also a pretty good SF satire.

The subject of the film is what happens if an advanced Earth stumbles
across a planet of very human-like aliens who are stuck in the deepest and
darkest middle ages.

Pretty funny, if a bit brutal in some scenes.

Thomas Koenig
EARN/BITNET: UI0T@DKAUNI2.BITNET
INTERNET: UI0T@IBM3090.RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DE

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 18:49:43 GMT
From: adus13@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Still Small Voice of Trumpets

I'm glad that I found this group!  Maybe someone out in Netland can help me
out with this.  Many moons ago, I read a book called 'Still Small Voice of
Trumpets'.  I don't remember the author's name, but I do remember trying to
research this once and finding that the publisher was out of business.
(That's back when I still had a portion of the book and was trying to get
another copy).  It was a paperback that I believe my dad bought in the
'60s.  I've tried book search companies, but most of them hear 'science
fiction' and turn up their noses.  Do any of you remember this book, or did
I step into an alternate universe when I wasn't looking?  Any leads would
be appreciated.  It wasn't a GREAT book, but any book that I read once or
twice and then remember well 15 years later is worth looking for.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Television - Quantam Leap (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 02:25:46 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL FAQL

			     Quantum Leap FAQL

Created by: Quantum Buc (buc@world) and 
	    Debbie Brown (deb@cci.com)

With assistance from: Vicky Sailer (admin@mrmarx.uu.net)
	      	      Lisa
	              Audrey Urling (amu@dukee.egr.duke.edu)

Revision Date: 1/9/91

1. Who controls the leaps?

Nobody knows.  Sam and Al know that it's not Ziggy or anyone at Project
Quantum Leap. Al told Sam in the pilot that Sam's LEAPs were out of the
project's control, so Sam and Al hypothetize that it's Him <eyes
heavenward> who is controlling things.

2. When Al looks at Sam, what does he see?

Al sees the leapee.  In the episode entitled "What Price, Gloria", Al was
out of control at seeing Sam as the gorgeous secretary.  Al probably
recognizes Sam because they are linked through their brainwaves
transmissions, which is what is used by the project to locate Sam in time.

3. Who is in the "Waiting room"?

The leapee.  To everyone in 1995, the leapee looks like Sam.  In one
episode, the leapee was someone Al knew, as Al recognized him in the
waiting room.  We don't know if Al just recognized the personality or if
this was a gaffe on the part of the writers.

4. When Sam looks at himself, what does he see?

He sees himself, Sam Beckett - unless he looks into a mirror.  Then he sees
the leapee.

5. Can anyone else at the project go into the imaging chamber and see Sam?

No.  In one episode, (Star-Crossed), several committee members entered the
chamber with Al, but for them, they were in an empty room with Al talking
to thin air.  The others were not visible to Sam (or us).  Only when Al is
touching an object will it be visible to Sam (and us). In more than one
episode, Al brought an object into the waiting room for Sam to see (this is
beyond Al's clothing, cigar and <squealing box>.

6. Can Sam die during a leap?

According to Don Bellisario, YES he can.

7. Why could Sam see in a blind man's body?  Would he be able to hear in a
deaf person?

It appears that at least "part" of Sam is physically leaping through time,
his mass being exchanged with that of the leapee.  This is the way Don
Bellisario explained it: if the leapee is hit by a car while crossing the
street, breaking his leg before Sam leaps in, when Sam arrives, his leg
will not be broken.  If Sam is hit AFTER he leaps in, then his leg WILL be
broken.  He does not share handicaps or injuries suffered by the leapee
before his leap in, but will sustain injuries suffered while he is there.
We don't know if he will still have this injury during his next leap, or if
the leapee in the waiting room will have a broken leg.  Whether the leapee
will exhibit any injuries Sam sustains while there isn't known either.

8. What does the LEAPee remember about his experience after he returns?

This is also not known.  The only time this occurred was in the episode
"Double Identity," where Sam LEAPed into another body and the original host
returned.  He APPEARED to have no memory of anything after he was leaped
into.  However, we don't think this is the normal effect, since this leap
was generated by Ziggy in an attempt to retrieve Sam.  It has been stated
that the leapee, while in Sam's body back in the Waiting Room, has a
'swiss-cheesed' memory, much like Sam received upon his initial LEAP.

9. Can anyone see Sam as Sam, rather than as the leapee?  Can anyone other
than Sam see Al?

Small children, animals and people near death can see him (And pretty
blondes with very low IQs, if Dean Stockwell got his way :-). ).  Al has
explained that children and animals see things as they really are.  Also,
if a person's brainwaves were sufficiently in tune with Sam's that person
would be able to see and hear Al too.

10.  Why can't Sam LEAP back beyond his own lifetime?
     (or, why can't he LEAP into the far past)?

This is all part of Sam Beckett's String Theory.  <see string theory>

11.  What would happen if Sam failed to do what he was there to do?

Again, nobody knows.  One theory that they have was that he would be
trapped in the past forever, in that host body.  This, however, is
doubtful.  Another one that we have had was that he would LEAP into another
body to attempt again to fix "that which has gone wrong".  In "Double
Identity", Sam was pulled from the LEAPee by Ziggy without resolving the
problem he was there to fix.  He leaped immediately into another body in
the same room and in that SECOND body completed his mission.
 
12.  How does Ziggy know so much about peoples' lives in the past?

Ziggy is hooked up to every major database of the mid 90s.  It's amazing,
when you think about it, just how much is REALLY known about you that is
stored on computers.

13.  How is it that when Sam leaps into a leapee who is shorter/smaller
then he is, people around him don't notice a difference in size?

I belive it is a question of topology.  I'm not very good at it, but
consider the following argument.  The QL maps everything from a different
time into a frame of reference relative to Sam.  (And vice versa for the
host.)  Sam doesn't see what really happens, but rather what happens
relative to his host. [Doug van der Veen]

It's all a matter of relativity.  Consider a spaceship 10 meters long.
Send it off at 99.4% of the speed of light and it will seem to be only 1
meter long to anyone still on Earth, while still seeming like 10 to those
on board.  Gravity can do the same sort of thing, put an object deep into a
gravity well and it will seem shorter.  The point is the ship is in a
different 'reference frame' than the earth, and the object in the well is
in a different frame then the observer floating outside it, and things like
length (also duration) are not the same across reference frames.

So here's the theory: when Sam leaps his whole body leaps (explaining
things like "Blind Faith"), but it is mapped into a different reference
frame.  If you look through a warped piece of glass, things seem to be a
different size and shape.  The same thing happens with a warped region of
space (cf.  "Gravitational Lenses.")  When Sam leaps the space containing
him is warped in such a way that not just length, but all physical
properties are altered.  And, of course, the only person in Sam's reference
frame is Sam, so when he looks at himself he sees what he has always seen,
but when he looks in a mirror the photons have passed between frames, and
so he sees the leapee.

To answer the original question, when Sam, 6ft or so, has leaped into
someone 5ft7 and is talking to someone, they look at the leapee's eyes, he
sees them looking at his eyes, and likewise he looks down, but the person
he's talking to sees the leapee looking straight.  Which is really right?
Neither, or both!  It's the same as asking 'how long is the spaceship
really,' the answer is completely dependent on what frame you're in because
certain physical properties have no absolute existence.

As for how this ties into superstrings - current thought is that strings
don't just define particles, but also in some sense define space and time
themselves (ref: "Superstrings: A Theory of Everything?" edited by PCW
Davies).  When Sam leaps he takes the strings comprising his body and
'soul,' into a region of space made up of the strings of the person he's
replacing.  [Larne Pekowsky]

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP:      uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb
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Date: 15 Mar 91 14:17:52 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL Primer

		THE "QUANTUM LEAP" PRIMER
		Created by: Sally Smith
		Updated by: Deb Brown
This article is in the public domain, but I'd like to get credit
for it if you pass it on :-)
Revision date: 10/7/90

Note that this contains internal contradictions as well as not agreeing
with earlier versions, but hey, take it up with Bellisario, not me!

PROJECT QUANTUM LEAP: This top secret project is located in a cavern in New
Mexico in 1995 (when the show starts; it now seems to be 1996). So far it's
cost $43 billion of our tax dollars, with $2.4 billion a year operating
funds. However, it started out with just Sam and Al "raising the funding,
poring over the blueprints late at night", and listening to the score of
"Man of La Mancha". :-)

SAM (Dr. Samuel Beckett, no relation to the playwright): Born in 1953 and
grew up on his family's dairy farm in Elk Ridge, Indiana. He could read at
age 2, do advanced calculus in his head at 5, went to MIT at age 15 (or
maybe 17) (graduating summa cum laude 2 years later), and has 6 doctorates
(including medicine, quantum physics, and ancient languages, but NOT
psychiatry or law). He speaks 7 modern languages (including English,
Japanese, French, Spanish and German, but not Italian) and 4 dead ones (he
can read Egyptian hieroglyphics). He has a Nobel Prize (field unspecified,
but probably for physics); "Time" magazine called him "the next Einstein".
He played the piano at Carnegie Hall at 19, plays guitar, is a good dancer,
and sings tenor (his favorite song is John Lennon's "Imagine"). He has a
photographic memory, can cook, and likes beer (dry or light) and microwave
popcorn. Sam also knows several kinds of martial arts and has been afraid
of heights since he was 9 years old. He's not married (he was engaged once,
but she stood him up), and doesn't own a dog. Sam's older brother Tom (a
good athlete, All-State basketball player, Annapolis grad and Navy SEAL)
who convinced him to go to MIT) died in Vietnam, on April 8, 1970. However,
Sam managed to save him on one leap. Sam's dad John died in 1974 (or maybe
1972, or maybe 1973) of a heart attack. He has one sister named Katie
(Katherine), born in 1957, whose first husband was an abusive alcoholic
named Chuck (Unless maybe Sam convinced her not to. Who knows?). Now she's
married to a Navy officer, Lt. Jim Bonnick, and lives in Hawaii with their
mom, Thelma.

AL (Rear Admiral Albert Calavicci): Al's little sister Trudy was retarded.
His mom (part Russian) ran off with an encyclopedia salesman. Al's dad was
from Italy, so he speaks fluent Italian. His father was a construction
worker, so when dad went to the Middle East, Al was sent to an orphanage,
and his sister to an institution. Later, his dad and his dad's girlfriend
used to sneak him out of the orphanage. Kept running away, once to join the
circus and once he spent several months traveling with a pool wizard. He
had a pet cockroach named Kevin. While in the orphanage, Al took up acting
and also fought Golden Gloves. When he was old enough, he went to get his
sister but she'd died in the institution (in 1953, aged 16). He went on
civil rights marches. Later, Al went to MIT, joined the Navy, and became a
pilot. From 1968-1973 (or maybe 1975), he was a prisoner of the Viet Cong;
during this time, his first wife Beth (a Navy nurse) lost hope, had him
declared dead and married a lawyer. Later, he became an astronaut and is
now a rear admiral ("highly respected and decorated"). He likes sports cars
and classic cars and collects them. Al likes to watch sports, gambles a
little (trips to Las Vegas, betting on horse races), and it's been implied
that at least in the past, he had a tendency to drink to excess. Probably
met Sam on the Starbright Project (we don't know what that was).

This is, however, all secondary to Al's main interest, which is women!
He's been married 5 times, spending his 1st, 3rd, and 5th honeymoons on the
train to Niagara Falls. Wife #3 Ruthie was Jewish, #4 was Sharon ("she wore
pink babydolls"), #5 was Maxine ("she didn't wear anything at all - she
used to flavor her toes with mint leaves"), and either his second or third
wife was Hungarian. Al's currently semi-regularly dating a blonde woman
named Tina (they met in Vegas), who has a pet crocodile and a tattoo in a
"super- private part of her anatomy". Although Al firmly believes in the
"double standard", he really does respect women as individuals and gets
very angry when they're mistreated. Al dresses flashy, smokes a lot of
cigars, is somewhat superstitious, has a serious aversion to dead bodies,
and knows a great recipe for chitlins.

MORE ON THE PROJECT: We don't know what it was supposed to do, other than
allow Sam to time-travel within his own lifetime; we do know that Sam
leaped too soon (before everything was ready; they were threatening to cut
funding), and apparently God [or Fate or Time or some other unfathomable
force - like maybe Don Bellisario? :-) it's never been directly said]
decided to use Sam to "put things right that once went wrong". The Project
is built around Sam and Al's brain waves. When he leaps, Sam bounces into
someone else's body (they're in his, to keep things even); he only knows
who he's leaped into when he looks in the mirror, and is forever having to
figure out who he's replaced and what good deed he's there to do. Sam's the
only guy who can figure out how to get himself back home, but the first
leap completely Swiss-cheesed his memory. Under normal conditions, Sam's
the only person who can see and hear Al, although animals, people on the
verge of death, and children under 5 always can (they also see Sam as
himself). Al appears to Sam through a "neurological hologram" process:
"agitated carbon quarks tuned to the optic and otic neurons".  GOOSHIE is
Ziggy's programmer/operator and operates the imaging chamber that projects
Al's image back to Sam. (He's the one Al sometimes talks to. He's a "short
guy with bad breath" and a mustache, and Tina once went to Vegas for a
weekend with him just to make Al jealous. It worked.

ZIGGY: The project's "parallel hybrid computer", created by Sam. Ziggy has
a definite personality; he has a big ego, crashes a lot, hates to be wrong,
and frequently sulks! He freaks out sometimes, too - once he turned off the
climate control, once he wouldn't output in anything but Japanese, and once
he stuck an extra zero on the end of everyone's paycheck, leaving Al to
report "half the staff took off for Vegas!"

SUBJECT TO CHANGE W/O NOTICE AS THE WRITERS GET MORE BRIGHT IDEAS

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb
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Date: 15 Mar 91 16:34:31 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: QL article in Rochester newspaper

deb@cci632.UUCP (Deborah Brown) writes: 
>Rochester's Democrat & Chronicle has an article written by Mike Hughes
>about QL with the headline "'Quantum Leap' jumps back for a future look".
>It starts out "You probably remember the future.  [...]  Hughes refers to
>QL as being "strange, fascinating and sometimes bewildering" and mentions
>that Bellisario has struggled to find a consistent audience for a show
>with no consistent theme. [Not sure I agree that the THEME is
>inconsistent.  The styles of the stories they tell are all over the place
>- something for everybody].

Not quite everyboday. I'm a fan of all kinds of science fiction and
fantasy, and I was deeply disappointed in this show, because there was
essentially no F&SF in it!

Oh, sure, it's F&SF to suppose that this guy bounces around from the future
into various past bodies (or auras or whatever), but after the first
episode, there was no other F&SF beyond that. Essentially they just used
that bit of F&SF window dressing to come up with a show where the writers
feel free to do absolutely any kind of story, with any sort of characters,
they feel like. And it's never a F&SF story, again aside from the window
dressing.

This is precisely the same objection I have to the ST:TNG episodes set
largely on the Holodeck: the Holodeck itself is pretty cool, but once
they're inside doing a murder mystery or something, it's no longer SF.  And
what I emphatically want is SF.

Now, if Quantum Leap were to actually do some serious material on the
future the hero comes from, instead of just dropping cigar-chomping trivial
hints from time to time, *then* it would be SF, and then I might be
interested.

As it stands, though, the show is definitely not about SF, even though it
has that little bit of SF justification. This says nothing about whether to
*like* the show, of course, just why it is that I (and doubtless many other
hard core F&SF fans) see no attraction in it whatsoever. It's merely an
especially free-format mainstream TV show.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm
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Date: 14 Mar 91 17:47:40 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - "Future Boy" *SPOILERS*

He's dressed in silver spandex, helmet and mask sitting next to a man
similarly attired.  His companion is shouting instructions regarding the
operation of the vehicle they appear to be inhabiting.  It's a time machine
and Sam is traveling with Captain Galaxy into the future.

As they leave the vehicle, Sam sees the soundstage surrounding him and
discovers he is "Future Boy", sidekick to "Captain Galaxy" in the
children's television show, "Captain Galaxy and the Time Patrol".  Cue
cards help Sam get through the scene they are broadcasting, but Captain
Galaxy has other ideas on what he wants to say.  He decides that the
writer's vision of a violence-filled future is not what he wants his
audience to hear, so he improvises a vision of the future that is one of
peace and mutual cooperation.  Captain Galaxy and Future Boy respond to a
letter which is carried in in a small rocket ship, the show ends and they
both take a chewing out by the producer for changing the script.

In the dressing room afterwards, Sam discovers that Moe Stein, aka Captain
Galaxy has a distinguished background in Shakespearian theater.  A pounding
on the door reveals his daughter Irene who is there trying to get her
father to a hearing to discuss his commitment in a mental institution.  Moe
is "distracted" as she puts it, and has more than once nearly killed
himself.  She doesn't want to worry about him any more, and since he is
incompetent, he should be hospitalized.

Al shows up and remarks that Sam looks like a baked potato (a damn FINE-
looking baked potato at that!) referring to Sam's silver lame.  Al is also
weirdly dressed - in a dark business suit.  This prompts a worried "what
happened, did somebody die?" from Sam.  It was only one of Al's wives suing
him for more alimony.  His lawyer advises him that he should look "grown
up?"  asks Sam.  "Boring" responds Al (she later drops the request once
they get together and "examine each other's briefs" :).

After Al tells Sam he looks like a baked potato, he reveals that Moe is
fated to die.  It seems he bolts from the room during the hearing and is
killed while trying to catch a freight train.  Ziggy believes Sam must see
to it that Moe is committed, a theory Sam resists.

While talking to Irene, Sam finds that Moe has been an absent father for
most of her life, communicating only with postcards.  She is quite bitter
about the lack of a father in her life, and the fact that when her mother
died, he didn't make it home for the funeral.

Sam visits Moe's home to deliver the summons Irene asked him to give to Moe
(and to talk him into talking to the psychiatrist Irene has hired to
convince him that he is indeed in touch) and sees a yard and home filled
with all manner of junk and gadgets.  Moe takes Sam into the basement and
shows him his "timonometer", a time machine.  Moe is planning on using it
the next day to travel in time.  When asked to explain his theory about
time travel, Moe produces a string and says "this string is your lifetime.
One end your birth, the other your death.  Tie the ends together and you
have a loop.  If you travel fast enough, you can break free of that loop."
Sam and Al are amazed at hearing Sam's theory partially expressed, so Sam
suggests balling the string up so that each day of your live touches all
the other days of your life.  Moe loves the idea, and says that you should
be able to... to... "Quantum Leap?" Sam offers, and Moe is instantly in
love with the phrase!

At a skating party that has Captain Galaxy and Future Boy as featured
guests, Irene confronts Moe about the hearing that is coming up the next
day with Sam's urging, Moe agrees to have Irene and the doctor over for
dinner that evening.  An oddly-positioned chicken is served and declared to
be the best he's had by the doctor.  After dinner, while Sam is trying to
convince Irene to get to know her father, Moe is in the kitchen with the
doctor telling him about the time machine in the basement.  He takes
everyone down to show it off and explains that you can take long or short
trips in time.  He explains, "Say it's Friday at eight o'clock.  You can
travel back to Wednesday at ten if you missed your favorite program." [sly
reference here!]

He starts it up and the fireworks start, nearly blowing up Moe, Irene the
doctor and Sam.  Doc's seen enough and the next day at the hearing, the
judge decides that Moe should be confined, despite Sam's pleading on his
behalf.  Moe refuses to accept the verdict and leaps from the window and
takes off (thank goodness they were on the ground floor!).  When asked
where he's going, Sam, in despair says he's going to get himself killed.
Al, checking with Ziggy says no, he's on his way home.  To the time
machine!

Sam turns to Irene and says that she said she wants to help her father,
here's her chance.  She says her car is out front and they climb in and
take off for Moe's house.  Al is with Moe in the basement, and as Sam and
Irene get there, he is in the time machine ready for his trip.  Ignoring
their pleas to get out of the contraption before he kills himself, he
starts it up and is enveloped in an eerie blue glow.  The machine sputters
and dies, leaving Moe and the others in a room full of smoke.  The
timonometer is a failure.  Moe sheepishly leaves the contraption and
starts talking to Irene, telling her he wanted to go back thirty years to
when he got his first rave review in the theater.  This review started a
lifetime of traveling with the theater which he deeply regrets, because it
kept him from being there for his wife and daughter.  Irene, finally
realizing that her father did love her and her mother, and was spending his
time planning to try to undo all those years of neglect, hugs him
tearfully.

Back to the set of "Captain Galaxy and the Time Patrol", Moe is concluding
his last appearance on the show.  He is going to live with his daughter,
but he tells his young audience that the Captain is going off in search of
something he lost long ago.  BUT!  He has time to read one final letter
from a viewer.

The rocket is carried in suspended by its string, the Captain opens it and
says "Our last letter is from young Sam Beckett."  Al and Sam's eyes widen
as Captain Galaxy reads the question from young Sam asking him to explain
his theory of time travel.  The Captain says "your life is a string rolled
up into a ball, each day of your life touching all the other days...."

Sam leaps out of Miracle Boy and into Zorro.  That is, a stripper in the
midst of a roomful of hot screaming, grabbing females.  Oh BOY!!!

This has to be one of the best I think.  It's apparent from the beginning
that Sam Beckett and Captain Galaxy are connected somehow. When Sam first
leaps in during the show, the Captain is holding a device that looks like a
crude representation of Al's hand-held Ziggy interface.  Did anyone else
notice that during dinner, Sam and Moe were holding their milk glass the
same way, with both hands?  They both wiped the "moustache" from their lips
in unison.  Was Sam doing this deliberately because this is how Moe was
drinking it, and Sam was trying to make it look as "normal" as he could?
Or could he have been unconsciously manifesting one of the leapee's
mannerisms?

I thought this episode was hilarious!  It was fun for me, because I grew up
on a steady diet of shows like this (so why haven't *I* built a working
time machine, eh?) and recognized a lot of thinking about what life would
be like in the future.  Personal Jet-packs for everybody by the year 1986
was my belief.  Oh well. ;-)

Richard Herd was terrific as Moe Stein!  I'm so used to seeing him play
villains, it was refreshing to see him play a ditzy, vulnerable character
like Moe Stein.  I really liked this guy, he had such a gentle soul and the
pain of his regrets could be seen in his eyes.  Great acting job.

I thought it was clever the way they worked Scott Bakula's ankle injury
into the story, having him trip as he exited the "time machine" while
filming the show.  Good thinking!

There is one question I have: who was that man who played the owner of the
roller skating rink?  He seemed to not be an actor, and I wondered if he
was one of the production crew or some Grandmaster Lucky Bastard fan who
managed to get himself a "walk on" in this episode. ;-) Which is it Sally?

I was rolling when Moe made that speech about time traveling back to
Wednesday ("Say it's Friday at eight, and you want to travel back to
Wednesdays at ten because you missed your favorite program...").  I was
screaming when he started glowing while in the time machine, gads, it
looked for all the world like he was going to leap out!  I don't know what
I would have done if he had.

Al's admission that Ziggy was wrong in his assessment was funny too, "Looks
like Ziggy had a sloppy floppy on this one."

Sam's "I'm just an actor" response to Moe's request that he represent him
in the hearing was a great bit of scripting I thought.  He's right, in more
ways than one if you stop to think about it!  Scott is an actor playing
Sam, who is acting the part of whoever he leaps into, this time an actor
playing Future Boy!  WHEW!  Where are the aspirins?

I loved the fact that there was literally NO violence, other than Moe
jumping out the window.  The lack of any kind of sexual content will be
made up for next week when Sam leaps into the Chippendale's dancer.  That's
going to be LETHAL!!!

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb
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Date: 15 Mar 91 19:05:59 GMT
From: sally@tardis.tymnet.com (Sally Smith)
Subject: QL isn't *supposed* to be SF!

doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt) writes:
>Oh, sure, it's F&SF to suppose that this guy bounces around from the
>future into various past bodies (or auras or whatever), but after the
>first episode, there was no other F&SF beyond that. Essentially they just
>used that bit of F&SF window dressing to come up with a show where the
>writers feel free to do absolutely any kind of story, with any sort of
>characters, they feel like. And it's never a F&SF story, again aside from
>the window dressing.

Aha, Doug, you've hit the nail on the head precisely.

"Quantum Leap" was NEVER intended to be a F&SF show. Never ever ever.

Time travel is just a gimmick to get our hero into all these situations.
Don Bellisario points out that QL isn't SF, it's a dramatic anthology
disguised as a time-travel show so he could sell it to the network, who'd
just gotten seriously burned on Spielberg's "Amazing Stories" antho.

People who expect QL to be SF are expecting something it was never intended
to be. I love my cat, but I don't expect him to bark.

I've been reading SF since I was 3. I still read it all the time. I love QL
for what it *is*, not for what people think it ought to be. Which is a
pretty QL kind of philosophy, come to think of it.

But I'm getting a mite tired of that !@#$% ST:TNG holodeck myself :-) Can't
they get the darn thing to work right?

Sally Smith
(415)790-0608
...!uunet!olivea!tymix!tardis!sally
sally@tardis.tymnet.com
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Date: 16 Mar 91 00:35:30 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: QL article in Rochester newspaper

To Doug Merrit and others <There was too much to quote but it was about the
lack of SF in Quantum Leap>
 
First off, I think you are missing the underlying thread that is developing
on the show.  Slowly Sam is changing not only others lives but his own.
What is ANY Time Travel story but a story about a man (or men) and the
adventures they encounter.  QL has an underlyeing trail of subtle time
changes that are going to have effects, maybe even drastic effects, on
Sam's own life.  He saved his brother from dying in Nam, a picture of Al as
a POW was taken (he was supposed dead until the late 70's), even in this
last episode Moe lives instead of dies and because of that relates the
Theory of Quantum Leaping to a young Sam Becket.  Don't tell me this isn't
leading anywhere and doesn't have elements of SF&F.  What do you want,
something dry and technical?

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu
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Date: 16 Mar 91 02:40:41 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: QL article in Rochester newspaper

doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt) writes:
>deb@cci632.UUCP (Deborah Brown) writes:
>>Rochester's Democrat & Chronicle has an article written by Mike Hughes
>>[...]  inconsistent.  The styles of the stories they tell are all over
>>the place - something for everybody].

>Not quite everyboday. I'm a fan of all kinds of science fiction and
>fantasy, and I was deeply disappointed in this show, because there was
>essentially no F&SF in it!

You obviously missed "Future Boy", which aired this week.

>Oh, sure, it's F&SF to suppose that this guy bounces around from the
>future into various past bodies (or auras or whatever), but after the
>first episode, there was no other F&SF beyond that. Essentially they just
>used that bit of F&SF window dressing to come up with a show where the
>writers feel free to do absolutely any kind of story, with any sort of
>characters, they feel like. And it's never a F&SF story, again aside from
>the window dressing.

This is exactly the point of the premise.  Don Bellisario himself does not
call this a SF&F show, other than the bit about the man bouncing about in
time talking to his holographic buddy.  Quantum Leap is an anthology whose
stories are joined together by the backstory of the botched expermiment at
Project Quantum Leap.

Anyone watching this show for hard SF will be disappointed.  You should
have checked with us first. :-)

>This is precisely the same objection I have to the ST:TNG episodes set
>largely on the Holodeck: the Holodeck itself is pretty cool, but once
>they're inside doing a murder mystery or something, it's no longer SF.
>And what I emphatically want is SF.

I can sympathize, as I am a SF-lover too, but this show has more going for
it than just the "barely-fantastic" premise.  It has loveable characters
that we can care about, and stories that can catch our hearts as well as
our heads.

>Now, if Quantum Leap were to actually do some serious material on the
>future the hero comes from, instead of just dropping cigar-chomping
>trivial hints from time to time, *then* it would be SF, and then I might
>be interested.

Is that *all* you are interested in?  I mean, is nothing else worthy of
your attention?  I'm not being sarcastic, I'm just curious.

I know that anyone checking it out looking for straight SF will not find
what they are looking for, but if you are willing to experience other types
of programs, you just might like it. Or not.  It's all personal taste.

>As it stands, though, the show is definitely not about SF, even though it
>has that little bit of SF justification. This says nothing about whether
>to *like* the show, of course, just why it is that I (and doubtless many
>other hard core F&SF fans) see no attraction in it whatsoever. It's merely
>an especially free-format mainstream TV show.

Sure, and there is nothing wrong with that - not that you're saying there
is, but it is a high quality show, and it does tend to engage most of the
people who check it out.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 91 19:18:36 GMT
From: ksagouro@faui09.informatik.uni-erlangen.de (Konstantinos Agouros)
Subject: Alien Nation

Hi,

I know that it should be quite some time since Alien Nation (the TV series
to Spacecop LA) did run in the States and this might have been discussed at
that time. But I do have a question about it: Did they really develop an
extra language for the aliens or was it put together from terranian
lanuages?

Konstantinos Agouros
Montanusstr. 26, 5653 Leichlingen*
ksagouro@faui09.informatik.uni-erlangen.de             *

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 17:29:45 GMT
From: shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough)
Subject: Red Dwarf

Does anyone remember the delightful SF show `Red Dwarf' on PBS last year?
It's an SF/SitCom about a spaceship on which all the crew have died except
one who was in hibernation. He wakes up zillions of years later and his
only pals are a wise-ass computer and a hologram reproduction of another
crew member (to show he's a hologram there is a large metalic `H' on his
forehead).

Shane Bouslough
Periphonics Corp.
4000 Veterans Hwy
Bohemia, NY 11716
516-467-0500
...!rutgers!mcdhup!inferno!shane
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Today's Topics:

		    Books - Brooks & Cabell (6 msgs) &
                            Clarke & Star Wars Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 03:11:36 GMT
From: ehohnbau@bonnie.ics.uci.edu
Subject: Druid of Shannara

The folowing is for people who either have read Druid of Shannara or don't
mind having things spoiled for them.

***SPOILER WARNING***

What do you peope think about the novel?  I liked it.  I felt it was a
better job than Scions and ended in a better stopping place.  Brooks still
does a pretty good job at keeping you guessing.  He rarely gives away much
of his future bag of tricks at a time.  I only suspected that Pe Ell was
supposed to kill Quickening and didn't catch on to her dying having a
purpose like it did.

On to the speculation:

Did anyone else figure out early that Walker was slated to become the next
druid?  That was how he was supposed to bring back the Druids.  Paranor is
just a building but new Druids will be needed.  He is also tempermenatally
like Allanon.  Kind of like what an immature Allanon might have been like.
Now that he has all of the druid histories minus the one destroyed in the
battle with the shadowen, he can study and strengthen his magic.  I also
think that Brooks is a bit inconsistent (rare for him) about whether or not
druid magic is inherited.  Walker seems to have powers similar to Allanon's
but the druids were supposed to have learned their magic, but Allanon may
have been able to pass his powers on directly through the blood trust he
gave Brin back in Wishsong.

What about that bit of foreshadowing about those stones Wren carries around
her neck?  The seeress just about confirmed my suspicions that those "fake"
elfstones she carries are only supposed to look fake but are the real
thing.  It also make some sense that the elves should be near the Blue
Divide.  The Roc riders live there and renewed their friendship with the
elves during Elfstones and the battle with the demons.  Also no men live
there and they would be safe.  Question: Are the elves quasi-invisible like
they were during the dominion of men before the great wars or just hidden
off in the wilderness where no one has yet looked for them? Brooks doesn't
give any hints either way.

I also have a bit of suspicions about Garth.  He has some unrevealed part
to play in the next book and the seeress warned Wren to trust "no one".
There have been a couple of hints about ulterior motives for Garth and I
can't decide if they are for good or bad.  One thing to keep in mind is
that if their tail was a shadowen, there is a possibility that Garth may
have been taken over when he tried to trap it.

That's enough for now.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 20:32:24 GMT
From: silber@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Ami A. Silberman)
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

Cabell is closest to an American Lord Dunsany, pastoral eccentric fantasy.
The sexual elements are much more prevalent, as are the iconoclastic and
even anti-religious elements.  Daw (I think) has reprinted a series of six
of his novels.  He wrote about forty books, mostly related in several
sub-series, covering the Poictseme, Lichfield crew of characters through
many generations.  His sense of the outre and exotic seem to rival Eddison
(Worm Oroboros etc.) but without the pseudo-medievalism and ornate
descriptions.  I've read the various reprints of Jurgen and the six put out
by DAW.  I've also skimmed over parts of "Chivalry" etc.  One of the Daw
books has a bibliography.  You might try getting some of the other books by
inter-library loan, I know that the University of Illinois has most of
them.

Ami Silberman

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 21:52:05 GMT
From: sebree@ondine.eng.sun.com (Michael Sebree [OS Technology])
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

I've read a fair number of Cabell's books. Most of them are difficult to
find, and I was only able to locate copies by digging in my universities'
libraries (Vanderbilt and UCLA in my case).

The books of his that stick in my memory are:


   Figures of Earth        (available from Del Rey/Ballantine)
   Domnei                  (available from Del Rey/Ballantine)
   The High Place          (available from Del Rey/Ballantine)
   Something About Eve     (available from Del Rey/Ballantine)
   The Cream of the Jest   (available from Del Rey/Ballantine)
   Jurgen                  (available from Dover books)

And some hard to find ones that I own in old Modern Library hardbacks:

   Chivalry	
   The Line of Love
   Beyond Life		

_Beyond Life_ is the only book of the above that isn't strictly fiction.
It's more a sort of essay on Cabell's aesthetic viewpoint in a fictional
framework. The other books are either novels or collections of a pair of
novellas.

I'm not sure that I would concur with your description of Cabell as
"pastoral eccentric fantasy." It seems to me that the most salient feature
of these books is their irony and wit, both of which have a flavor not at
all reminiscent of Dunsany's work.  Several people that I know who have
read Cabell's books have been put off by this. The books are very elegantly
written, but the style is more reminscent of someone like Anatole France or
Voltaire rather than Dunsany.

An amusing quip that I recall, which has a certain element of truth *and*
distortion (like most such quips) went:

   "Cabell is a romantic in the same sense that the
    wooden horse was a Trojan."

Michael A. Sebr'ee
sebree@ondine.Eng.Sun.COM

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 23:33:07 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

By all means keep reading!  Jurgen is great fun.  Don't pay too much
attention to the book's sensational history - that's just a curiosity
today.  It matters very little in what order you read the other books
(though The Silver Stallion and Figures of Earth are a good place to
start).  You may want to do some rereading later, though.  The Cabell
paperback reprint series comes with extensive introductions which will tell
you all you might want to know about the books in the series and how they
tie together.  Most of the books are fairly easy to find in used book
stores.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 01:06:44 GMT
From: sebree@ondine.eng.sun.com (Michael Sebree [OS Technology])
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

I forgot another book that was also available from Del Rey/Ballantine: _The
Silver Stallion_. This book is, in a sense, the immediate sequel to
_Figures of Earth_.

The original poster on this subject mentioned that the books are becoming
available again? I believe he mentioned that they were coming out from DAW.
Can anyone confirm this and provide a list of the books that are available?

Michael A. Sebr'ee
sebree@ondine.Eng.Sun.COM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 01:17:18 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell (& Mencken & Heinlein)

ST402711@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Tim Johnson) writes:
> [about finding a copy of Cabell's Jurgen, lucky dog ;-]
> ... the bottom of an introductory note to the book, H.L. Mencken (who I
> will admit to being unfamiliar with) claiming "But where is there another
> book so beautifully contrived, so genuinely a masterpiece?  It will, I
> believe, long outlast its day."  Now, I had never heard of it, and my
> copy dates from 45 years ago from before the author's death.

Michael A. Sebr'ee has already posted a good list of Cabell's books.  I'll
just add a comment, since you mention Cabell and Mencken together in the
same post.

Cabell came up here in sf-l, more than a year ago, apropos Heinlein's Job,
A Comedy of Justice - a title obviously after Cabell's Jurgen, A Comedy of
Manners.  I dug up a few of Cabell's books from the library at the time,
and enjoyed them.  In retrospect, aspects of both The Number of the Beast
and Job show a place in Heinlein's affections for Cabell.

After that I bumped into H.L. Mencken's writings - a few witty quotes here
and there made me look him up.  Like Cabell, Mencken was a big name in the
American scene, in the first half of the century; in style, a descendent of
Mark Twain and Ambrose Bierce.  And quite probably another influence in
Heinlein's writings: many of the cracks in "The Notebooks of Lazarus Long"
(from Time Enough For Love) are distinctively Menckian in flavor.

Besides American Language, his serious work (which I haven't checked),
there are a few books of Mencken iconoclasty in print, published by
Vintage.  A Mencken Chrestomathy (a selection of writings) is probably the
most comprehensive.  A Choice of Days collects mostly different stuff.
Vintage Mencken is a smaller and cheaper sampler, good for testing the
waters.  And The Mencken Diaries just came out in paperback, but it seems
to cover mostly his later, and not quite happy, life; I haven't been
interested enough to pick it up.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 05:09:51 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

Two comments on JBC.

First, a bibliography, courtesy LIAS, the PSU library computer:

Cabell, James Branch, 1879-1958 (62 citations)
[1]  The American spectator year book. 1934-.
[2]  As I remember it. / Cabell, James Branch. [1955].
[3]  Ballades from the hidden way. / Cabell, James Branch. [c1924].
[4]  Between dawn and sunrise. / Cabell, James Branch. 1930.
[5]  Between friends. / Cabell, James Branch. [c1962].
[6]  Beyond life. / Cabell, James Branch. 1920.
[7]  Branch of Abingdon. / Cabell, James Branch. [1911].
[8]  The certain hour. / Cabell, James Branch. 1916.
[9]  Chivalry. / Cabell, James Branch. 1909.
[10] Chivalry. / Cabell, James Branch. [Rev. and enl. ed.]. 1921.
[11] The cords of vanity. / Cabell, James Branch. 1909.
[12] The cords of vanity. / Cabell, James Branch. Storisende ed. 1929.
[13] The cream of the jest. / Cabell, James Branch. [1917].
[14] The cream of the jest. / Cabell, James Branch. [n.d.].
[15] The Devil's own dear son. / Cabell, James Branch. 1949.
[16] Domnei. / Cabell, James Branch. [1970].
[17] The eagle's shadow. / Cabell, James Branch. 1923.
[18] The eagle's shadow. / Cabell, James Branch. 1904.
[19] Figures of earth. / Cabell, James Branch. 1926.
[20] Figures of earth. / Cabell, James Branch. 1921.
[21] The first gentlemen of America. / Cabell, James Branch. [1942].
[22] From the hidden way. / Cabell, James Branch. 1916.
[23] Gallantry. / Cabell, James Branch. 1907.
[24] Gallantry. / Cabell, James Branch. 1928.
[25] Hamlet had an uncle. / Cabell, James Branch. [c1940].
[26] The high place. / Cabell, James Branch. [1931].
[27] The jewel merchants. / Cabell, James Branch. 1921.
[28] Joseph Hergesheimer. / Cabell, James Branch. 1921.
[29] Jurgen. / Cabell, James Branch. [c1919].
[30] Jurgen. / Cabell, James Branch. 1919.
[31] Jurgen. / Cabell, James Branch. [c1919].
[32] The king was in his counting house. / Cabell, James Branch. c1938.
[33] Ladies and gentlemen. / Cabell, James Branch. 1st ed. 1934.
[34] Let me lie. / Cabell, James Branch. 1947.
[35] The letters of James Branch Cabell. / Cabell, James Branch. [1st ed.].
          [1975].
[36] The line of love. / Cabell, James Branch. 1921.
[37] The line of love. / Cabell, James Branch. 1905.
[38] The music from behind the moon. / Cabell, James Branch. 1926.
[39] Preface to the past. / Cabell, James Branch. 1st ed. [c1936].
[40] Quiet, please. / Cabell, James Branch. 1952.
[41] The rivet in grandfather's neck. / Cabell, James Branch. 1915.
[42] The silver stallion. / Cabell, James Branch. 1926.
[43] The silver stallion. / Cabell, James Branch. 1926.
[44] Smirt. / Cabell, James Branch. 1934.
[45] Smith. / Cabell, James Branch. 1935.
[46] Some of us. / Cabell, James Branch. 1930.
[47] Something about Eve. / Cabell, James Branch. "The Kalki edition".
     1927. 
[48] Sonnets from Antan. / Cabell, James Branch. 1929.
[49] The soul of Melicent. / Cabell, James Branch. 1913.
[50] Special delivery. / Cabell, James Branch. 1933.
[51] The St. Johns. / Cabell, James Branch. [1943].
[52] The St. Johns, a parade of diversities. / Cabell, James Branch.
     [1948]. 
[53] Straws and prayer-books. / Cabell, James Branch. 1924.
[54] Straws and prayer-books. / Cabell, James Branch. 2nd ed. 1924.
[55] Taboo. / Cabell, James Branch. 1921.
[56] There were two pirates. / Cabell, James Branch. "First edition". 1946.
[57] These restless heads. / Cabell, James Branch. 1932.
[58] The way of Ecben. / Cabell, James Branch. 1929.
[59] The way of Echben. / Cabell, James Branch. c1929.
[60] The white robe. / Cabell, James Branch. [c1928].
[61] The witch-woman. / Cabell, James Branch. 1948.
[62] The works of James Branch Cabell. / Cabell, James Branch. Storisende 
          edition] ... 1927-30.

Second, Larry Niven used the names of a number of Cabell's creations in
some of his short stories, which I think was a cute touch.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 10:40:14 GMT
From: pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Re: RAMA III ?

paulm@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Paul McGREGOR) writes:
>BTW, I found Rama I and Rama II to be very different books with Rama II
>placing far more emphasis on characters and storyline, were the first is
>just an exploration of the alien ship.  What I want to know is if this
>dramatic change in style due to Gentry Lee or Arthur C. maturing as an
>author in the 16 years that separate the two books.

Having read the first book, but not the second, I wondered how much of the
book was written by Clarke. Is there anyone out there familiar enough with
Lee's style to be able to tell? And isn't Clarke supposed to be suffering
from Motor Neurone disease?

Paul Moloney
pmoloney%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.PRINCETON.edu
pmoloney@vax1.tcd.ie
uunet!vax1.tcd.ie!pmoloney@uunet.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 21:36:03 GMT
From: cordolf@athena.mit.edu (Richard DeCristofaro)
Subject: Re: RAMA III ?

   In the author's preface to Rama II, Clarke states that he was at the
halfway mark of a four book collaboration with Gentry Lee when Rama II was
finished.  The first was Cradle (for which the idea was Lee's), the second
was Rama II, the third was to be The Garden of Rama (Rama III, as everyone
is calling it) and the fourth Rama Revealed.
   I thought it would have been nice for it to be a set of three books
myself, but apparently Clarke, much like fellow Briton Douglas Adams, has
seen fit to have a four book trilogy.  (I suspect the fault for this lies
with Lee.  You just can't trust anybody from Pasadena ;^) )
   The Garden of Rama is due out in hardback this spring (or so I've
heard), and presumably the fourth will be out next spring (in keeping with
the schedule that Lee appears to have assumed.

Rich DeCristofaro

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 01:08:41 GMT
From: t33853s@saha.hut.fi (Esa Eero Eklund)
Subject: Re: star wars book list request

rquazi@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi) writes:
>If anyone knows about the Star Wars list, please post it.  I have read
>'Splinter in the Mind's Eye', Star Wars, and 'The Empire Strikes Back'. I
>believe one of the books about Han Solo is entitled 'Han Solo at Star's
>End', or 'Han Solo's Revenge', I'm not sure.

  You should also note that the first prints of SW, Empire and ROTJ had
movie photo inserts in the middle of the books. Then there were 'a young
readers' edition' at least on Empire, meaning that the novelization was a
little bit shorter, boring parts (as if there could be any) cut away. And
the first 7 or 8 reprints had white/yellow covers (with photo inserts),
later the color turned to gold and no inserts.  So there are some n
combinations, try to get them all :-)

  If you are not interested in the covers, there are also some other SW
related books like

  The Jedi Master's Quizbook, compiled by Rusty Miller, 425 cosmic
questions & answers about SW & Empire.

  The making of the Return of the Jedi, Edited by John Philip Peecher and
art books like The art of the ROTJ, The art of the SW and ROTJ Sketchbook.
Don't either forger The SW sourcebook by West end games. Though this book
is intended primarily for adventure game players it includes interesting
drawings and information on droids, ships and characters.

  By the way, does anyone know how is the Lucasfilm fan club doing nowadays
(former SW fan club). They used to have interesting articles in their
Bantha tracks and order forms for books, posters etc. stuff.

  Oh yeah, the Empire Young readers' edition is 150 pages, but the original
without cuts 214 pages. Better check twice which one you are holding in
your hand if you run into one of these. The covers of my editions are
coloured red (YRE, photo inserts) and blue (original, no inserts, such a
shame). Can you find any other combinations :-?

Esa E Eklund 007E
eklund@niksula.hut.fi

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Deitz (2 msgs) & Dick (2 msgs) & Eddings &
                    Farmer & Feeley & Godwin & Gregorian &
                    Griffith & Henderson & Answers (7 msgs) &
                    Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 04:25:58 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Tom Deitz Books (Windmaster's Bane)

Has anyone out there in netland read any books by Tom Deitz ?

These include :

The Gryphon King
Windmaster's Bane
Fireshaper's Doom
Darkthunder's Way
Sunshaker's War
Stoneskin's Revenge

I've enjoyed these books immensely (and learned a lot about the Sidhe as
well) and would like to see what others have thought of them.

I'm also kind of partial to Deitz as I first discovered his books in a
little SF bookstore in Atlanta (he's a native Georgian) before Windmaster's
Bane was published nationwide.  It's kind of neat to see him in every
Waldenbooks in the country now.

I'm impartial as to e-mail or followup posts so do as you wish !  :-)

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 08:40:04 GMT
From: bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird)
Subject: Re: Tom Deitz Books (Windmaster's Bane)

Deitz's stuff is very good, although personally I'm not that hep on the
Cherokee myth stuff.  I find the Sidhe more interesting usually. However,
_Stoneskin's Revenge_ was pretty good regardless. It was _Darkthunder's
Way_ that I didn't like as much. Guess I'm just not a Galunlati fan. I
would like a sequel to _The Gryphon King_ or a mix between those characters
and David Sullivan's band. Anyway, if you haven't read Deitz and like
_Faerytale_ by Raymond E. Feist or Greg Bear's _The Infinity Concerto_ and
_The Serpent Mage_ give these books a try. If not, well give them a try
anyways. ;)

Shawn L. Baird
17650 SE Cason Rd.
Gladstone, OR  97027
bairds@eecs.ee.pdx.edu
...uunet!tektronix!psueea!eecs!bairds

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 05:57:34 GMT
From: news@bbn.com (News system owner ID)
Subject: PKD

This is a reply from Eric Van (72717.3247@compuserve.com) to questions that
were posed here about Philip K. Dick.
 
This is a reply to Paul Heroy's Philip K. Dick's questions:
 
That PKD's early books (until _Flow My Tears, The Policeman Said_,
published in '74) seldom call attention to themselves stylistically is
certainly correct.  Indeed, quite a few show obvious haste in the writing.
OTOH, calling the best of them merely 'competent' is misleading in that the
prose is so well attuned to the pace; writing that gets so little in the
way of the story is a lot harder to produce than it seems, I think!  And
even in this period of obsessive output he could be startling and unique.
This (by memory!) is from the end of _Now Wait For Last Year_, one of
*eight* novels he wrote in twelve months in '63-'64 ... our 'hero' looks up
and sees suspended in the sky the massive starship of the bad guys (cold
and Nazi-like) who have just arrived to take control...
 
 "It was big enough, he thought, to feed forever; even from where he stood,
at the very least a mile from it, he could see that it consisted of a vast,
appetitive self that would begin any second now to gulp down everything in
sight."
 
That mixture of the specific and almost technical ('appetitive') and the
powerfully colloquial ('gulp') is quintessential PKD (as is the treatment
of a character's metaphorical/metaphysical insight as plain fact).
 
OTOH, I do think you're onto something when you wonder if the French
translators 'improved' Dick's prose style.  His ten or so weakest books
*do* have great ideas and sloppy writing.  And David Hartwell says that
this is precisely what happened in France to Dick's early role model A.E.
Van Vogt ('much of what in my fiction appears to be the influence of
hallucinogenic drugs is actually the result of taking Van Vogt too
seriously' - Dick), whose prose, *always* horribly sloppy, was cleaned up
completely in French.  So if that's what happened to Dick's lesser works
(like _The Zap Gun_, which appears to have never even been retyped!), yes,
it might explain why the French caught on earlier than we did.
 
As far as characterizations, BTW, he was always superb; in some novels this
aspect is intentionally slighted because the pace doesn't allow for it, in
which case they're sketched rather than drawn but sketched great (cf.
Catch-22, e.g.).
 
Also, BTW, his late novels have some absolutely brilliant prose in a
black-humor vein, especially _A Scanner Darkly_, _VALIS_, and _The
Transmigration of Timothy Archer_.  I used to think this was because he was
now doing multiple drafts until I saw some first-draft MS. pages of
_VALIS_, where all that chilling humor was there word for word!  So I think
it was more a question of prose becoming more *important* to him as he grew
as a writer.
 
Question 2: the VALIS 'trilogy' will be out in June or July.  In December
will follow _A Scanner Darkly_, _Ubik_, and _The Three Stigmata of Palmer
Eldritch_.  (I might have gone with _Martian Time-Slip_ instead of the
latter, if only to give a better feeling for his range, but it's hard to go
wrong here!)
 
Eric M. Van

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 02:56:23 GMT
From: jonathan@psych.psy.uq.oz.au (Jonathan Dwyer)
Subject: Re: PKD (Philip K Dick, no spoilers)

Can you guys please tell me which PKD book I should begin with as I haven't
read anything of his, but have become interested reading what people from
USA, UK and OZ have all said about him.

I particularly enjoyed the cab in TR, that was a great movie and I was
lucky enough to be at Bergmann College in Mid-December to see the American
(uncut) version.

But yes, I want to get pointers on PKD to begin and anyone else who writes
similarly, maybe?

Thanks!!

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 15:54:49 GMT
From: bmo1@ra.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: SEERESS OF KELL ad

The latest issue of Locus contained an ad from Del Rey stating that the
last book of David Eddings's Mallorean, _The_Seeress_of_Kell_, would be
released in hardcover in May.  The ad was a single paragraph in the middle
of an otherwise blank page, which went on to say that their phone lines had
been SWAMPED with requests for information.  I don't actually have the
magazine (a bookseller showed me the ad), so I can't give the exact text.
I have seen a lot of comments on this group to the effect of "Is there
really going to be another book?" so I thought I should post this to clear
up the matter.

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu 

------------------------------

From: cah@jpl-devvax.jpl.nasa.gov (Allen Halsell)
Date: 25 Mar 91 20:20:17 GMT
Subject: Philip Jose Farmer and "World of Tiers" Series

I just re-read a few of these books last week and was pleased.  I also
enjoyed the Amber novels and was curious about the resemblances.  In fact,
they seemed better written than some of the Amber books.  The tone of each
book is slightly different than the preceding which is also an improvement
(IMHO) over the Amber series which seems to rush on breathlessly from
cliffhanger to cliffhanger world to world battle to battle through each of
the disappointingly short novels of which it is composed.  (Pant pant!)

So I have a couple of questions :

(1) Is there a connection?  Zelazny himself writes a forward to book 2 in
the lates '60s.  When did he begin Amber?

(2) I have five books in the series.  Are there others?  If so, should I
bother?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 06:33:28 GMT
From: SCHLAWD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Gregory Feeley

Gregory Feeley, author of the Oxygen Barons (ACE) which is currently a
Philip K Dick award nominee, will be reading at Yale University for anyone
who is interested.  The reading will take place on Wednesday, 27 March at
3:30 pm.  Anyone wishing mor information should contact me (Lawrence
Schimel) via e-mail or phone (203)436-1015 for more information and
directions.  Gregory will also be signing at the Yale Co-op on April 13,
along with Esther Friesner, Judith Tarr, Susan Palwick, Paul Hazel and
myself (possibly Joan Slonczewski as well)

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 25 Mar 91 13:22:06 EST
From: ALBERGA@ibm.com
Subject: Parke Godwin

I have been waiting (with lessening hope) for a MM Paperback for Godwin's
"The Snake Oil Wars".  Checking Books in Print for the first time in a
while I found: a) NO entry for the above title, b) an entry for "The Snake
Oil Variations" 08/1989, $18.95, paper $6.95, Doubleday.

Does anyone know what is going on?  Have I utterly scambled the name of
this book?  If not, what is the relationship between "... Wars" and "...
Variations"?

Cyril N. Alberga

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 18:33:11 GMT
From: kuropkat@gmuvax2.gmu.edu (Robert Kuropkat)
Subject: Joyce Ballou Gregorian

I have a trilogy written by Joyce Ballou Gregorian.  The titles were:

The Broken Citadel
Castledown
The Great Wheel

Has Joyce B. written anything else or does she write under another name?
I've been searching for more of her works for some time but these three
seem to be it.  Any news or discussion would be most welcome.

Robert Kuropkat
kuropkat@gmuvax2.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 15:46:01 GMT
From: afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Audrey F Bancroft)
Subject: Valdar the Oft Born

I had heard of 'Valdar the Oft Born" by George Griffith, but have never
been able to find it.  Has anyone here ever read it?

Audrey
afbst@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 21:11:38 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: story request: Zenna Henderson

sm@vg.ph.man.ac.uk (Steve Mowbray) writes:
>cacaldarelli@lotus.uwaterloo.ca (Christina) writes:
>> I read _Pilgrimmage_ and _People: No Different Flesh_ years ago, 
>
>There is another short story collection, _The Anything Box_, which as far
>as I remember doesn't include any People stories.
	
There is another collection, "Holding Wonder" that has exactly one story of
the People, and the rest are unrelated.
	
And of course, there will be no more, since Zenna Henderson died back in
1983 or thereabouts.

Does anyone know if the TV movie "The People" loosely based on several of
her stories is out in video or syndication or anything?  I only recall
seeing it the one time it was first broadcast back in the early seventies.
And while it wasn't exactly Oscar grade, I'd rather like to see it again.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 18:32:02 GMT
From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Subject: Re: Jaunting

robertv@isishq.fidonet.org (Robert Valantin) writes:

>Can anyone remember a book or short story with the premise that people
>could transport themselves to another location just by thinking about it
>or visualizing it.  This was called "jaunting".

Well, this sounds a great deal like _The Stars My Destination_, written by
Alfred Bester.  I haven't seen it in print for quite a while, but it's not
terribly hard to find if you scour used bookstores with any regularity.

It has some fairly silly aspects, which may be attributable to the time in
which it was written, and may just be Bester's own fault, but overall it
was a fairly enjoyable book.  I think Larry Niven may have even referred to
it at one point in an essay on teleportation.

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 13:37:32 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: Jaunting

"Jaunting" was used as a nickname for teleportation by four teenagers in
the low-budget British show "The Tomorrow People" which was seen on
Nickleodeon about 10 years ago.  It was my favorite show of all time.  I
wish I could get a hold of videotapes of it.  They needed help with a piece
of technology called a jaunting belt which boosted their power and helped
with accuracy.  They had a sentient computer and everything.  They later
met a galactic civilization of which Earth became a member without it
knowing it.  It's beginning to remind me of Julian May's books.  Hmmmm...

But what you are looking for is a short story or book.  I wonder if they
are related, and if one was inspiration to the other.  I wouldn't mind
writing a novel based on the show, if I could only see the show again.

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:27:57 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey)
Subject: Re: Jaunting

robertv@isishq.fidonet.org (Robert Valantin) writes:
>Can anyone remember a book or short story with the premise that people
>could transport themselves to another location just by thinking about it
>or visualizing it.  This was called "jaunting".

"Jaunting" was a major element in Alfred Besters book "Tiger Tiger", BTW
The origin of the name "jaunting" came from Charles Jaunt, who was the the
first person who found that you could get-there-by-thinking-about-it
("Tiger Tiger" was also published under another title.  Any idea what it
was ???)

"Jaunting" was a plot device used in the Stephen King short story,
errrrr, I think it was called "The Jaunt."

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 16:20:42 GMT
From: keithst@winvmc.vnet.ibm.com ("Charles Keith-Stanley")
Subject: Date: 20 Mar 91 03:12:12 GMT

_The_Stars_My_Destination_ by Alfred Bester. Swashbuckling classic SF, with
a mental-energy teleportation scheme named after the first person to
demonstrate it under controlled conditions, Charles Forte Jaunte. He did it
once by accident, once deliberately (both times to save his life), and
never again. After much experimentation, Jaunting is taught to anyone who
can learn; but nobody can Jaunte more than one thousand miles.

*** SPOILER WARNING! ***

The story itself deals with one man's revenge on those who left him to die
in space, after ignoring his rescue beacon. He teaches himself enough
engineering to start his wreck moving, is picked up by the dwellers of a
'Sargasso of Space', escapes from them to return to earth, tries to blow up
the ship which abandoned him, is jailed, learns more, escapes, gains wealth
and works from within the society which oppressed him. In the final crisis
he learns he has the power of long-distance jaunting and opens up the stars
for humanity.

One reviewer said Bester deliberately patterned his story after _The_Count_
_of_Monte_Cristo_, and I wouldn't disagree. I first read it in a two-volume
collection from SFBC over twenty-five years ago. Don't pass it up, mostly
they aren't writing that well any more. (Of course, they mostly didn't
write that well back then, either, but rose-tinted hindsight colours all.)

Regards,

Charles Keith-Stanley
IBM Hursley Laboratory
Winchester, United Kingdom

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 15:10:15 GMT
From: steinarb@fenris.idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)
Subject: Bester book titles (Was: Re: Jaunting)

Just for the record:
 "The Stars my Destination" and "Tiger! Tiger!" are just different titles
of the same book (by Alfred Bester).

And, yes it is the book which contains "jaunting". *And*, it is a *very*
good book (Bester's best (no pun intended) IMHO)

Steinar

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 17:22:55 GMT
From: sdsg6512@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Steven D Stowers)
Subject: Re: Jaunting

bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey) writes:
>robertv@isishq.fidonet.org (Robert Valantin) writes:
>>Can anyone remember a book or short story with the premise that people
>>could transport themselves to another location just by thinking about it
>>or visualizing it.  This was called "jaunting".
>
>"jaunting" was a major element in Alfred Besters book [...]
>
>"Jaunting" was a plot device used in the Stephen King short story,
>errrrr, I think it was called "The Jaunt."

Well yes but this was something different.  "Jaunting" in the Stephen King
horror/SF story was done by means of a scientific device, not just by
thinking about where you want to go. But since it's been brought up, I'll
mention that "The Jaunt" (found in the book _Skeleton_Crew_) is one of the
few stories that really horrified me when I first read it, and still gives
me a shudder whenever I think what happens in it (Other such stories are
Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" and W.W. Jacobs' "The Monkey's Paw," both
classics). Although I suspect some other people may just find it silly.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 18:38:51 GMT
From: BFU@cu.nih.gov ("Roger Burns")
Subject: seeking SF reading guide

I'm new to reading sci-fi and I'd like to know: is there a good book which
discusses the history of sci-fi?  I'd like to read a broad overview /
analytical discussion of what has been written in the genre up till now.
If there are no books that do this, can someone refer me to other sources,
such as magazine articles?  I'd like to read something that will help me to
sort out what my own tastes are without my having to read most everything
that's been written up until now (most impractical).

I am not subscribed to this list at this time, so please reply to me
directly at one of my addresses below.  Thank you!

Roger Burns
BFU@CU.NIH.GOV
BFU@NIHCU.BITNET

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 20:47:52 GMT
From: jtware@WKUVX1
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard/Dead or Alive?

   Does anyone really know whether L. Ron Hubbard is dead or not?  I have
heard from several people that he is dead and hopefully buried, but he
keeps on releasing books.  Is he dead or not?  And if he is I want to know
how he keeps on releasing books.  I heard that he has young new writers
writing under his name.  Is this true?  If not, I would like to know how he
writes books from beyond the grave (assuming he has residence in a grave).

Jason T. Ware

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 01:03:50 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: King and Jaunting

sdsg6512@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Steven D Stowers) writes:
>Well yes but this was something different. "Jaunting" in the Stephen King
>horror/SF story was done by means of a scientific device, not just by
>thinking about where you want to go. But since it's been brought up, I'll
>mention that "The Jaunt" (found in the book _Skeleton_Crew_) is one of the
>few stories that really horrified me when I first read it, and still gives
>me a shudder whenever I think what happens in it (Other such stories are
>Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" and W.W. Jacobs' "The Monkey's Paw," both
>classics). Although I suspect some other people may just find it silly.
 
 Something which deserves mention is that King states in his story that the
inventor of his "jaunt" had read Bester, and named the process after
Bester's "jaunt".
 
 As for the horror element of the story, I really didn't find it scary at
all. The ending seemed both cliched and telegraphed to me. And I do find
"The Lottery" and "The Monkey's Paw" to be scary.
 
 I think that what King did best in "The Jaunt" was his creation of the
alternate history, with all the shady activities surrounding the Jaunt and
its inventor. The science of the Jaunt itself is ridiculous, but even King
admits this. I'm willing to suspend my disbelief of that in order to enjoy
his account of the sociological effects of the process.  King should try
his hand at alternate-history novels; I think he'd do a good job with them.
(The Bachman novel _The Long Walk_ was a good example. So was his portrayal
of the Territories in _The Talisman_.)  In my opinion, King's talent for
world-building is even greater than his talent for horror.
 
 (Then again, it just occurred to me that the King novels which take place
in the "Castle Rock Universe" could be seen as alternate history; one not
very different from ours in most respects, but where occasionally some very
odd things happen, mostly in the state of Maine...)

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 21:22:02 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: "New" Laumer

Keith Laumer's "The Stars Must Wait": I looked very carefully, and I
couldn't find a single notice, warning, or disclaimer to the effect that
the first half of the book had already appeared (in a "substantively"
different version) as one of Laumer's Bolo stories.

Zone Yellow: I had to keep pinching myself to remember that this was an
"Imperium" novel and not a "Retief" novel.  It's one of the author's
sloppier renditions of one of his favorite themes - the basically inept
BEMs who fall into line (or to pieces) when spoken to firmly.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 21:22:00 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: The Last Book of Earthsea (Ursula K. LeGuin)

tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee) writes:
>>It will help if you have at least thumbed through _Dances on the Edge of
>>the World_ ...

>What is this?  Is it by LeGuin?  If so, how hard is it to find?

The title is actually Dancing on the Edge of the World. It's a collection
of some of her later essays and speeches, in which she actually revisits
and questions some of the conclusions she reached in her earlier book, The
Language of the Night.  Some of the essays are on F&SF, others are on
feminism, others are general.  It's an excellent book.

Tehanu was the best fantasy novel I read last year. Emphatically NOT
another sword and sorcery novel, it talks about magic in the context of
everyday life.  The mood is rather melancholy, but one is left with a
feeling of hope and rebirth.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 21:30:16 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: McCaffrey:  Pegasus in Flight

"Pegasus in Flight" is a competently written book which would go virtually
unnoticed if it were the work of a previously unnoticed author.  Its main
virtue is a negative one: In this book, unlike many of her recent ones,
McCaffrey hasn't twisted the plot beyond the bounds of plausibility in
obedience to romance writing conventions.  Tirla, one of the three focal
characters, is an engaging creation, but most of the characters in this
book are absurdly two-dimensional.

This book should be read by people who keep hoping that McCaffrey will
resume writing books as good as "Dragonflight" and "The Ship that Sang",
and don't mind being disappointed yet again.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 01:10:36 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: McCaffrey: The Rowan

Has anyone read "The Rowan" ?

I thought it was an engaging book - a possible platform for a new series.

It had been several years since I read any of the Pegasus books so I was
fairly unfamiliar with the Paraphsychology stuff and I found that it was a
really good book.

I'd like to see what others thought of this book.

Jonathan
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 17:57:52 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: The Rowan

I thought The Rowan was the most totally idiotic book I'd read in months.
The characterization was inconsistent. Every climax in the plot was
fluffed. The basic idea of the book (ignoring the psi trappings) was
straight Harlequin and very poorly done.

It wasn't even good mind-candy; my critical faculties kept throwing up.
I'm very thankful I borrowed it from the library rather than buying it.

Avoid at all costs.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@geas.gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 21:04:48 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey: The Rowan

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) says:
>I thought it was an engageing book - a possible platform for a new series.
>
>It had been several years since I read any of the Pegasus books so I was
>fairly unfamiliar with the Paraphsychology stuff and I found that it was a
>really good book.

Sorry, but I must disagree wholeheartedly. What a waste of money!!!  I try
to give McCaffrey the benefit of the doubt because I love her dragon books,
but this book was a waste.  It was a trash Harlequin romance set up in a
totally farfetched future. If you are a big Dynasty or General Hospital fan
who happens to like s.f. then this book could be for you, otherwise avoid
it at all costs!

Brady Daniels
u35087@uicvm.cc.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 21:13:02 GMT
From: dougm@zip.convergent.com (Doug Moran)
Subject: Re: Larry Niven, THE INTEGRAL TREES / THE SMOKE RING

ARCHSLID@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.") writes:
>  I will agree that these two books are not great science fiction, but I
>also enjoyed the stories a good deal, and would not hesitate to grab up
>another book if Niven writes one set in the same world.  There were some
>pretty interesting ideas floating around in those books!  From the
>comments I've seen on the list, the biggest problem people seem to have
>with these two is that they're not 'hard' sf; that didn't bother me at
>all.

Actually, I think it's more the weak plot and poor characterizations that
irritate people than the lack of gosh-wow hard sf gadgetry.  He had an
interesting idea for a setting for a story, but no story to put in it.  Or
so it seemed to me.

Doug Moran
pyramid!ctnews!sparky!dougm
dougm@sparky.Convergent.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 02:18:40 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: Larry Niven, THE INTEGRAL TREES / THE SMOKE RING

Doug Moran <dougm@zip.Convergent.COM> writes:
> Actually, I think it's more the weak plot and poor characterizations that
> irritate people than the lack of gosh-wow hard sf gadgetry.  He had an
> interesting idea for a setting for a story, but no story to put in it.
> Or so it seemed to me.

   But remember, one doesn't read Niven with the expectation of good
characterizations *of people*.  Niven's strength lies in strong
characterization of societies and cultures, not individuals.

   Nevertheless, don't take that as an apology for the lack of such in
_Integral Trees_.  I enjoyed _The Smoke Ring_ because of the *relitively*
better characterizations there.  Familiarity, I guess.

cerebus@cs.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 03:15:14 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Nick_Janow@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Nick Janow)
Subject: Re: Niven's IT and TSR

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
> In some of Niven's more recent novels he thinks up wonderful inventions
> like the Ringworld and the Smoke Ring, but he doesn't come up with good
> plots to go with them.

I had a hard time starting "Integral Trees" and "The Smoke Ring".  I liked
the concept of the ring, but the characters and their interactions didn't
interest me.

Finally I did read them, and enjoyed them.  I'm very tired of the "save the
world/universe" plots.  It's refreshing to read a story about characters
who don't have a major effect on the universe; they're just dealing with
their own troubles.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 16:22:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@soc.decnet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #100

Christina Caldarelli gushes (quite justfiably) over Matt Ruff's first
novel, _Fool on the Hill_, and Scott Turner mentions that SF fans
probably didn't see it because it was marketed as a mainstream book.
(Atlantic Monthly Press did the first HC release.)

I reviewed this book in detail in C(h)ube, the SF^3 clubzine (available for
the usual by writing Box 1624, Madison, WI 53703-1624.) To synopsize:

The book starts out incredibly. Ruff has put together a well fleshed group
of realistic and fantastical characters which converge on the campus of
Cornell University under the direction of a wizened Apollo (because he
loves a good tale.)

The plot is simple, a writer in residence at Cornell is picked by super-
natural forces to save the town from a rat king which had been sealed in a
crypt a hundred years before.

I found myself really concerned about these characters. In fact that's one
of my gripes. Ruff kills off an outlaw-artist-biker-bard without good
reason. It was melodramatic. Maybe I fell victim to the fannish disease of
getting too attached to a character in a book, but I think it was for shock
value.

The other problem is the too tidy ending. Several people are dead, the
campus gets thrashed, and everyone on campus just fell asleep through the
whole finale. When you have a conflict such as this at the climax of a
book, you have to be willing to face the consequences. People are going to
have to acknowledge that something strange happened.

Still, it's a great book for a first outing. It released in PB last year
and you still have to look for it in the mainstream section. It doesn't
rock like _Hyperion_ but it don't reek like a Gor book.

By the way, Skippy the Beagle is based on a real Cornell alumnus who now
lives in Madison and is just as hyper as the beagle.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 10:09:49 GMT
From: adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk (Adrian Hurt)
Subject: Re: star wars book list request

t33853s@saha.hut.fi (Esa Eero Eklund) writes:
>  If you are not interested in the covers, there are also some other
>SW related books like
> ...
>Don't either forger The SW sourcebook by West end games. Though this book
>is intended primarily for adventure game players it includes interesting
>drawings and information on droids, ships and characters.

West End have published several books, which are of interest even to fans
who do not have their game.  There are several Galaxy Guides, some of which
are about the films and give background information on characters and
places.  There are also the "Imperial Sourcebook" and "Rebel Alliance
Sourcebook", which give a lot of background information on the Empire's and
Alliance's political and military structures, as well as their respective
background histories.

Of course, I don't know just how far these books tally with George Lucas'
ideas, and some of them may need to be rewritten when (if?) the first
trilogy is filmed.  For now, though, I recommend them to all Star Wars
fans, even if you never get the game.

Adrian Hurt
UUCP: ..!ukc!cs.hw.ac.uk!adrian
ARPA:   adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 08:05:04 GMT
From: dlw@condor.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: Star Wars Books

  Someone asked for some more Star Wars books a little while back, I don't
recall who since I didn't save the message, and since I haven't seen
anything about this one on the net I'll post it.

  According to issue 29 of Advance Comics (Hardcover Book section) due for
a May/June release is Star Wars Vol. 1 : Heir to the Empire by Timothy
Zahn.

 "An Authorized continuation of the Star Wars saga by Hugo award winning
author Timothy Zahn.  The action starts five years after Return of the
Jedi.  Han and Princess Leia have married and now rule the Republic, a new
democratic govern- ment put in place by the Rebel Alliance after its
victory over the Empire.  But the Empire has not been totally eliminated.
In a far off corner of the galaxy the last of the Empire's warlords has
taken command.  He has also made two vital discoveries that could destroy
the fragile new Republic."

  To be published by Bantam in Hardback $19.50.

dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 19:43:13 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Still Small Voice of Trumpets

adus13@jetson.uh.edu writes:
>  Many moons ago, I read a book called 'Still Small Voice of Trumpets'.  I
>don't remember the author's name, but I do remember trying to research
>this once ...

   Yes, this is one of Lloyd Biggle's best works.  Hard to find, but keep
looking (it's worth it).  Easier to find would be:
   _All the Colors of Darkness_
   _Watchers of the Dark_
   _Monument_ (short stories)
   _The Rule of the Door_ and other fanciful regulations (short stories)
   _Silence is Deadly_
   _The World Menders_
   _The Metallic Muse_ (short stories)

   The nice touch in _Still Small Voice..._ is the way he makes an alien
race come alive, complete with a slightly alien problem and the completely
nonconventional thinking that resolves it.  Biggle's wonderful imagination
makes the books he writes true treasures; he holds the interest with small
things, rather than the cheap tricks of the 'world will be destroyed if
Biff doesn't defeat the saucer people' genre.

   He's still writing, but has apparently switched over to mysteries.  _The
Glendower Inheritance_ is one title I seem to remember.  Haven't read any
of the mysteries.  Yet.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 23:05:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Liavek

I have just gotten around to reading the first four _Liavek_ books (it only
took me a few years!) and I have completely lost track: is there a fifth
book, or is the series ended, suspended, what?  Can someone put me my mind
at rest on the subject?  Thanks.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 18:20:23 GMT
From: ANDNICD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Re: Liavek

When last I spoke with Will Shetterly the fifth (and final at this point)
Liavek book has been turned in to the publishers.  This was at least a
handful of months ago so the next one sould be out witin a year at the
most.  I believe it's got the usual - lots of poems by John M Ford, a story
by most of the Scribblies (that Minneapolis writers group which includes
Will Shetterly and Jane Yolen and Pamela Dean, Steven Brust, Patricia
Wrede, etc.) one by Jane Yolen if she's had the time.  You know, the usual
fun stuff.
 
Lawrence Schimel
SCHLAWD@YALEVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 13:20:43 GMT
From: paul@parsifal.econ.yale.edu (Paul McGuire)
Subject: Re: Liavek

ANDNICD@YaleVM.YCC.Yale.Edu writes:
>When last I spoke with Will Shetterly the fifth (and final at this point)
>Liavek book has been turned in to the publishers.  This was at least a
>handful of months ago so the next one sould be out witin a year at the
>most.

It's already out.  I have Liavek: Festival Week, fifth in the enchanting
series, published May, 1990.  I found it in the Yale Co-op in the last
three or four months.  Maybe we're talking about #6?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Brooks & Card & Hinz & Hubbard (2 msgs) &
                     Hughart & Jordan (2 msgs) & Laumer (2 msgs) &
                     Niven & Rawn (3 msgs) & Shirley & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 05:49:01 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: Druid of Shannara (spoiler)

***SPOILER WARNING ***

Oooh, I hadn't thought of that about Garth.  What an interesting idea.
Hmmm.  *scratch head* I wondered right from the beginning if maybe Wren's
painted stones were the real Elfstones in disguise.  I guess we'll find
out.  As for the Wing Riders (isn't that what the elves who flew the Rocs
called themselves?)  Anyway, I've just got one question that doesn't really
pertain strictly to the series but, if anyone else reads ElfQuest, did you
notice the similarities between the Wing Riders and the Gliders?

I always knew that Walker would become the next (first?) in the line of
Druids.  It sort of had to happen, even if he hated it.  I think (this is
my own personal opinion with no basis in fact) that the reason his powers
seem so Druidic (is that a word?) is that a) he had Cogline, a former Druid
to teach him, b) he has the power of the Wishsong, even if it's a different
form than Brin or Jair's, and c) he has the legacy of the Druids handed
down through the generations from Brin to himself.  Maybe somehow that
legacy transformed in to a sort of magic.  *shrug*

Quickening's death surprised me and it didn't.  About halfway through the
book, I thought, "Oh, she's going to die at the end of this," but the
significance of it didn't hit me until she did die.  The entire
relationship between Quickening and Morgan reminded me of Wil Ohmsford and
Amberle, right from the beginning until the bitter end.  I _liked_ the fact
that the King of the Silver River avenged her death, though.  _That_ had
style.

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 13:36:14 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Orson Scott Card

What do you think of Orson Scott Card?

I do have a reason for asking.  Specifically, I've been reading a
collection of stories that he brought together, entitled _Future on Fire_
(TOR, Feb 1991).

It's got some terrific stories in it, by authors who I've not heard of
before.  I'm looking out for further works by Connie Willis and Pat Murphy.

Each story is prefaced by Orson's ramblings, sometimes his notes are
connected to the story, sometimes he gives away the story somewhat [I
really hate that], and at other times he just rambles.  Pleasant enough,
but rambling none-the-less.  He seems awfully concerned with the inherent
niceness of people, whilst portraying himself as a sort of playful sadist.
I'm not sure what he's playing at.

However, let me repeat that he has brought together some wonderful stories
in this collection, and has only reaffirmed my contention that Card is an
author of note.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.oz

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 19:00:19 GMT
From: goathunter@WKUVX1 ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: Hinz & _Liege-Killer_

The recent discussion on Christopher Hinz was most timely - I was halfway
through _Liege-Killer_ when I read those messages.  I thoroughly enjoyed
the book, easily one of the best science fiction novels I've read (I
haven't been able to finish many of them).  This book ranks with Hubbard's
_Battlefield Earth_ for best action/sci-fi that I've read.

I must agree, though, that I don't see how additional books about the
paratwa and Ash Ock would be very good; _LK_ *did* have a satisfying
ending, but frequently the sequels are overkill (part of why I don't read
much sf).

Re King and Jaunting and alternate worlds: his _Dark Tower_ stuff is very
much an alternate-world story.  I didn't care for it, but many f&sf fans I
know have enjoyed them a lot.  The third book is due in May, I believe,
from Donald Grant.

Hunter Goatley
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 05:35:07 GMT
From: cbbrowne@csi.uottawa.ca (Christopher Browne (055908))
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard/Dead or Alive?

Hubbard certainly does seem to be dead.  The Dianeticists/Scientologists
would certainly like to keep us confused, but there's been enough reports
that his death seems to be pretty sure.

There has probably been some "ghostwriting" (boy, does that ever take on a
new meaning here), particularly with the infamous "Mission Earth" series.
(Let's start a flame war!  Some of those books were REALLY trash!)  I have
no inside info. on the M.E. series, but it would be the logical place for
the ghosts to have come in.  If the great Elron was in failing health, I
can't see him INCREASING his rate of writing.

On the other hand, much of the stuff that's been released is NOT NEW.  The
latest one I've seen at the bookstores is "Fear."  I browsed the front just
to check copyright dates, and if I remember right, it was (c) 1946 or 1947.
Certainly NOT something that he was working on JUST before his death.  And
in the comments at the back, Bridgehead Publications said something about
"re-releasing the classics."  I think they're basically just trying to milk
his works for all they're worth.

Reminds me of some publishers who've been putting out "unexpurgated"
editions of some other nameless author's ancient works.  But I'll leave
THAT major source of flamage alone.

Christopher Browne
University of Ottawa
cbbrowne@csi.uottawa.ca

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 02:35:50 GMT
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet (Richard S. Smith)
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard

jtware@WKUVX1 (Jason T. Ware) writes:
>    Does anyone really know whether L.  Ron Hubbard is dead or not?  I
> have heard from several people that he is dead and hopefully buried, but
> he keeps on releasing books.  Is he dead or not?  And if he is I want to
> know how he keeps on releasing books.  I heard that he has young new
> writers writing under his name.  Is this true?  If not, I would like to
> know how he writes books from beyond the grave [...]

   The answer to your question is a long, complicated story that has
absolutely NOTHING to do with science fiction, and a great deal to do with
how strange our culture can be sometimes.

   Let's get one thing clear first.  Lafayette Ronald Hubbard is dead.  The
thing you need to understand here is that, in addition to being a science
fiction author, LRH was also the founder of the Church of Scientology.
There are many people (myself included) who believe that this organization
is a dangerous and bizarre cult and that the public needs to be educated
about this, but that discussion is beyond the scope of SF-LOVERS, so I
won't elaborate on it here.

   The Church of Scientology is committed to building up LRH's reputation
as a "World-famous, #1 Best-Selling Author", and will go to great extremes
to do this.  The publishing arm of the Church is called Bridge
Publications, and they handle all of LRH's work, both self-help and SF.
They continue to release works they claim are written by LRH.

   Now, they may be compilations of old or unfinished works, or they may be
reissues of old stuff, or they *may* be purely fraudulent works written by
someone else.  The truth is probably one of the most closely guarded
secrets in the universe.  Another thing to keep in mind is that LRH was an
*extremely* prolific writer.  I have no doubt that he left enough stuff to
keep his disciples busy for a long, long time.

   One more thing: It is not unheard of for Scientologists to do all sorts
of strange things to stimulate demand for LRH's books.  I read one article
that describes book store employees receiving shipments from Bridge
Publications with the bookstore price tag *ON THE BOOK*.  This would seem
to indicate that Scientologists buy the book solely to inflate sales
figures.

   I hope I'm not getting boring here.  But please remember that one of the
objectives of the Church is Scientology is to build up LRH's reputation
posthumously, and there are very few things they won't do in pursuit of
this goal.

   I'll come down off my soapbox now.  Sorry if I seem too adamant about
this.  I am more than willing to discuss what I have said here, as long as
the discussion remains on an intellectual (not religious) level.

   And, if there ARE any Scientologists out there in net-land reading these
words, I just want to say that I intend to remain preclear for the
remainder of this and all other lifetimes, that I LIKE my engrams, and that
I am a willing servant of Xenu, and will do all I can to serve him and
spread his thetans.

Richard Smith
rss@calstate

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 03:23:49 GMT
From: farrell@cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: New Barry Hughart novel

  Probably everyone in the world except me knows this, but there is a new
book out by Barry Hughart, author of "Bridge of Birds" and "The Story of
the Stone". It's called "Eight Skilled Gentlemen" and again stars Master Li
and Number Ten Ox. Those who have read his previous books will think this
is wonderful news, those who haven't are missing out.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 00:53:09 GMT
From: sequent!roseal@cse.ogi.edu (Rose Alford)
Subject: Sequel to ``Eye of the World''

Supposedly the sequel to ``Eye of the World'' by Robert Jordan has come out
and it is called the ``The Great Hunt.''  Has anyone seen this book in the
bookstores.  I suspect it may be in hardcover, but I couldn't find this
information out.

If someone has actually seen or read this book, I would be interested in
what they thought.  I don't think I want to spend the bucks if it is only
in hard cover.

Thanks in advance.

Rose Alford

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 05:58:10 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: Sequel to ``Eye of the World''

Yes, it's out. I've seen it in oversized paperback from (quite thick like
Eye of the World), but I haven't purchased it or read it.

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 21:38:54 GMT
From: crichard@eecs.wsu.edu (richardson craig s    - CS500)
Subject: Re: "New" Laumer

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Keith Laumer's "The Stars Must Wait": I looked very carefully, and I
>couldn't find a single notice, warning, or disclaimer to the effect that
>the first half of the book had already appeared (in a "substantively"
>different version) as one of Laumer's Bolo stories.

Ah, but he's been doing this for years.  Remember "Greylorn," which became
the first chapter of _Star Colony_?

I was disappointed with _TSMW_ in particular, because I *liked* the story
it was drawn from ("Night of the Trolls"), and didn't think much of the
novel- length treatment.

Has anyone else noticed that all Laumer's heroes are becoming more and more
similar over time (IMHO, of course)?  There seems, to me, to be very little
to distinguish recent incarnations of Retief and Brion Bayard from each
other and from other heroes (e.g. Judson from _Judson's Eden_, at least in
his later years).

Don't get me wrong, I still like Laumer's work very much, and he's one of
the few authors whose books I will buy "on warning," but I find that his
recent work pales somewhat in comparison to his older stuff (always
IMHO).

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 03:58:54 GMT
From: dougm@zip.convergent.com (Doug Moran)
Subject: Re: "New" Laumer

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Keith Laumer's "The Stars Must Wait": I looked very carefully, and I
>couldn't find a single notice, warning, or disclaimer to the effect that
>the first half of the book had already appeared (in a "substantively"
>different version) as one of Laumer's Bolo stories.

Hmm.  Laumer did a similar thing with RETIEF TO THE RESCUE, which touts
itself as "The First New Retief in 10 Years!", but is actually a novel
length version of a Retief short story written quite a while ago.  But of
course, they don't tell you that.

Is Laumer low on funds, or what?

Doug Moran
pyramid!ctnews!sparky!dougm
dougm@sparky.Convergent.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 12:52:15 GMT
From: hoy@ewsvx8.mdcbbs.com (Steve Hoy)
Subject: Re: Larry Niven, THE INTEGRAL TREES / THE SMOKE RING

dougm@zip.Convergent.COM (Doug Moran) writes:
> ARCHSLID@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.") writes:
>>[stuff deleted] From the comments I've seen on the list, the biggest
>>problem people seem to have with these two is that they're not 'hard' sf;
>>that didn't bother me at all.
>
> Actually, I think it's more the weak plot and poor characterizations that
> irritate people than the lack of gosh-wow hard sf gadgetry.  He had an
> interesting idea for a setting for a story, but no story to put in it.
> Or so it seemed to me.

I find interesting the statements of other Netters that these stories are
not considered "HARD SF", since both books were serialized initially in
_ANALOG_, which is undoubtedly the most technology-focused of the major SF
magazines (compare with _F&SF_, _Asimov's_, _Amazing_, and even _OMNI_).

I considered the setting of the story very much HARD SF, certainly
comparable to _Ringworld_, although the exploration of the society within
the setting could be considered soft (and somewhat of a caricurature).

Niven has never been a rich portrayer of character, and his treatment of
his characters in these stories neither surprised nor disappointed me.  I
think he is most comfortable with imagining concrete objects and using
deductive reasoning to point out the implications of leading edge physical
science.  He is arguably among the best in the field at this.

Steve Hoy
hoy@ewsvax.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 16:15:00 GMT
From: am@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Melanie Rawn question...

Does anyone know if Melanie Rawn has written a fourth book in the Dragon
Prince series?  I really liked the first three books and was a little
miffed (and elated since I get to read more of her books!) when the story
didn't end at the third book like I expected it to.  Highly, in fact _very_
highly recommended reading.

Any info appreciated.

Atin Malaviya
am@inmet.inmet.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 05:55:20 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn question...

Melanie Rawn has indeed written a fourth book.  It's called something like
_Dragon Stronghold_ or some such, and I've only seen it in hardback.  But
it _is_ out.

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 22:34:13 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine2.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn question...

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>Melanie Rawn has indeed written a fourth book.  It's called something like
>_Dragon Stronghold_ or some such, and I've only seen it in hardback.  But
>it _is_ out.

Actually, it's called simply _StrongHold_, and is listed as being the first
in a 'new trilogy'. Must say I was happy to see that! I would strongly
recommend getting it in hardcover if you have any interest in having
hardcover books around; it is an excellent book, and having Michael
Whelan's cover art in a larger format can only be a positive thing. There
was some discussion about it on the net earlier; hopefully when it
eventually comes out in paperback, there will be more.

draphsor@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 06:51:49 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Shirley's Eclipse

I was rereading John Shirley's Eclipse Trilogy (A Song Called Youth) and
decided I must recommend it to those who haven't had the pleasure of
reading it.  It's about fascism in the near future, and of course, after I
read it, Newsweek comes out with the cover: "The New Anti-Semitism (sp?)"
Wow.  (Did somebody here say that Shirley was leaving the field?)  Anyway,
I came upon a great UNIX/usenet part, and a scene where many people are
listed: (Volume III, pg. 140)

   "Occasionally, the image of Christ altered with other figures," ...
   "Timothy Leary ascending to heaven, riding a floppy disk like a flying
   saucer; William Burroughs and Laurie Anderson" ... "Kotzwinkle shooting
   skull shaped dice with William Gibson" ... "Bob Black" ... "Calais"
   "Stephen Hawking" ... "Robert Heinlein goose-stepping with Hitler and Le
   Pen" ... "J.R. 'Bob' Dobbs" ... "David Bowie eaten cannibalistically by
   a demonic horde of 21st century pop stars" ...

(It's really great reading)

Okay, of course I recognize the obvious names of Gibson, Heinlein, Bowie,
Burroughs (and a couple others I didn't mention) but who are the others?
Timothy Leary sounds familiar, but can't place him off-hand.  Anyone care
to elaborate on the others, if they're non-fictional of course.

Aaron Tucker
University Nevada, Reno

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 91 21:52:03 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Gary_Sandhu@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Gary Sandhu)
Subject: Re: AMBER: chaos lord differ, but...

  The big problem about the Amber/Merlin series is that the time between
books is unbearable! Do you know when Zelazny's next Amber book is coming
out, and in case it did and I missed it (HIGHLY unlikely), what was the
title of his most recent book?
  Even if we give in and say that the Chaos guys have more magic than the
Amber fellows, the unpredictability of their pattern (the Logix, or
whatever?)  establishes an equilibrium (or should I say maliciousness?).

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Television - The Ray Bradbury Theater &
                               Blake's 7 & Red Dwarf (4 msgs) &
                               Quantum Leap (2 msgs) & 
                               Battlestar Galactica (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 91 19:46:47 GMT
From: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com (Loren Heisey)
Subject: The Ray Bradbury Theater episode list

Here is an updated episode list of "The Ray Bradbury Theater".  They are
more or less listed in the order they were first shown on the USA cable
channel. The show runs Fridays at 9:30pm eastern/pacific.

HBO produced episodes

 1 - Banshee
 2 - Marionettes, Inc.
 3 - The Screaming Woman
 4 - The Town Where No One Got Off
 5 - The Playground
 6 - The Crowd

USA first production

 7 - The Fruit At the Bottom of the Bowl           1/23/88
 8 - The Skeleton                                  2/06/88
 9 - The Emissary                                  2/13/88
10 - Gotcha!                                       2/20/88
11 - The Man Upstairs                              3/05/88
12 - The Small Assassin                            4/09/88
13 - Punishment Without Crime                      4/16/88
14 - On the Orient, North                          4/29/88
15 - The Coffin                                    5/07/88
16 - Tyrannosaurus Rex                             5/14/88
17 - There Was an Old Woman                        5/21/88
18 - And So Died Riabouchinska                     5/28/88

USA second production

19 - The Dwarf                                     7/07/89
20 - A Miracle of Rare Device                      7/14/89
21 - The Lake                                      7/21/89
22 - The Wind                                      7/28/89
23 - The Pedestrian                                8/04/89
24 - A Sound of Thunder                            8/11/89
25 - The Wonderful Death of Dudley Stone           8/18/89
26 - The Haunting of the New                       9/15/89
27 - To the Chicago Abyss                          9/22/89
28 - Hail and Farewell                             9/30/89
29 - The Veldt                                    11/10/89
30 - Boys! Raise Giant Mushrooms in Your Cellar!  11/17/89

USA third production

31 - Mars Is Heaven                                7/20/90
32 - The Murderer                                  7/27/90
33 - Touched With Fire                             8/03/90
34 - The Black Ferris                              8/10/90
35 - Usher II                                      8/17/90
36 - And the Moon Be Still As Bright              10/19/90
37 - The Toynbee Convector                        10/26/90
38 - Exorcism                                     11/02/90
39 - The Day it Rained Forever                    11/09/90
40 - The Long Years                               11/16/90
41 - Here There Be Tygers                         11/30/90
42 - Touch of Petulance

Loren Heisey
Internet: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com
UUCP    : {decwrl|rutgers|ucbvax}!hplabs!hp-pcd!lorenh

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 91 04:57:28 GMT
From: C487031@umcvmb.missouri.edu ("Patrick Tebbe")
Subject: Blake's 7

Well since there has been discussion on the subject I'll put in my two
cents worth.  The last rumor I heard was that Terry Nation was finishing a
book which takes place 11 years after the series.  With a possible revival
of the series, this time produced possibly in the States.  But that's
probably common knowledge, and who can tell from rumors like this.  Anybody
heard anything else on this subject?  

Patrick Tebbe
University of Wyoming                  
c487031@umcvmb
VSKY@CORRAL.UWYO.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 09:07:06 GMT
From: waylacm2@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mooch)
Subject: Re: Red Dwarf

shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough) writes:
>Does anyone remember the delightful SF show `Red Dwarf' on PBS last year?

It was shown before then back in summer of 89 to my recalling it weirded me
out since I had missed the first show.

>It's an SF/SitCom about a spaceship on which all the crew have died except
>one who was in hibernation. He wakes up zillions of years later and his
>only pals are a wise-ass computer and a hologram reproduction of another
>crew member (to show he's a hologram there is a large metalic `H' on his
>forehead).

What about Cat?  A decendent of Dave's cat Frankenstien which had evolved
in the ships holds safe from the radiation.

>I think there were twelve episodes in all. 

   Well there are more then 12 episodes, they have come up with another
season or two.  There is also a book out on Red Dwarf which follows
similarly to the show but diverges half way through.

waylacm2@mentor.sage.cc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 20:05:32 GMT
From: smc008@central1.lancaster.ac.uk (nt gibbons)
Subject: red dwarf

Red Dwarf is now up to its fourth series over here in Britain and is as
consistently funny as it ever was. The main 3 characters are still present
however mainstay auxilliary characters have been added to revitalise the
formula. The latest series has changed in tone slightly to become a stage
for lampooning other films, ideas or characters. So far we've had a spoof
of Casablanca [sacrilege!  you cry] a p*ss take of Robocop and constant
references to other recent films (die hard 2, Aliens...)

Unusual for the BBC is that they have yet to release the series on video so
if you didn't tape them ...hard luck buddy , better pray for repeats.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 17:10:02 GMT
From: hugh_davies.wgc1@rx.xerox.com
Subject: Red Dwarf

>Does anyone remember the delightful SF show `Red Dwarf' on PBS last year?
>It's an SF/SitCom about a spaceship on which all the crew have died except
>one who was in hibernation. He wakes up zillions of years later and his
>only pals are a wise-ass computer and a hologram reproduction of another
>crew member (to show he's a hologram there is a large metalic `H' on his
>forehead)

Now in it's fourth series here. Excellent stuff, sort of "Monty Python
meets Star Trek".

The crew are;

Lister. The only human survivor, who was in hibernation when a disaster
occured that killed all the crew, 3 million years ago.

Rimmer. The hologram and total smeg-head.

Cat. The end result of 3 million years of evolution on the ships cat.
Apparently human, except for the pointed canines and obsession with clothes
- - like when he bleeds he complains if the blood doesn't go with his outfit.

Holly. The ship's computer, which used to have an IQ of 3,000,000, but due
to a fault now has one of 71.

Kryton. A mechanical butler.

They're showing signs of running out of ideas in this series, but there are
normally a few good belly laughs in each one!

Hugh Davies

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 20:36:38 GMT
From: lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca (Chuck Turner)
Subject: Re: Red Dwarf

hugh_davies.wgc1@rx.xerox.COM writes:
>Holly. The ship's computer, which used to have an IQ of 3,000,000, but due
>to a fault now has one of 71.

Sorry, but Holly does not have an IQ of 3,000,000 or of 71.  According to
the book by Grant and Naylor (Grant Naylor) and according to Holly's
description of himself, he has an IQ of 6,000, which is about equivalent to
that of 6,000 P.E.  teachers.

Chuck Turner
lazarus@ug.cs.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 20:24:34 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL Private Dancer *SPOILERS*

Major spoilers ahead.

Private Dancer
October 6, 1979

Air Date: March 20, 1991
Writer: Paul Brown
Director: Debbie Allen
Guest Cast: Debbie Allen, Louis Mustillo, Heidi Swedberg, Robert Schuch,
Marguerite Pomerhn-Derricks, Rhondee Beriault

An aspiring dancer working as a waitress in a strip club is in danger of
being led into a life of prostitution unless Sam as "Rod the Bod" can
convince her that she is good enough to audition for a spot in a
professional dance group.  Her stumbling blocks: she is deaf, and the
choreographer doesn't think she has time to give the young lady the
attention she thinks she'll need.

I was fortunate enough to have been able to watch this one twice last
night!  Global Network showed it at nine, and then I turned it over to
watch it on NBC at ten.  I can get used to this very easily (too bad Global
is putting it back on at ten).

Sam literally LEAPs in as "Rod the Bod" is finishing up his act on stage as
a Chippendale's dancer.  I loved the remark made to him after the show:

"That prattfall looked real!"
"It felt real."

Poor Diana, in her effort to support herself during her quest to be a
professional dancer, she falls into a life of prostitution, only to die of
AIDS in 1986.  It's interesting to note that while watching the Canadian
broadcast, the Ontario Ministry of Health aired a safe sex PSA on the use
of latex condoms.  I've seen them before on Global, but it was rather
appropriate that one should be shown during this episode.

There was a lot to like in this episode. Al catching Sam at the mirror,
book in hand, drilling his index finger into the side of his nose.  When he
informs Al that that was the sign for "boring", Al remarks that he thought
he was out of kleenex.

Now we all know how to sign "Quantum Leap".  Hands chest high, palms
forward.  Curl fingers in on both hands, then straighten them, as if in
surprize. That I think is "Quantum". The leap is accomplished by using your
first two fingers (as if in a "peace sign") and thrusting them forward and
downwards as if "leaping" over a fence.  At least, that's how it looked to
me. All together now: .  Very good. ;-)

Is it just me, or does it seem that Sam is finally learning to relax and
enjoy himself?  He reacted just as I expected when he found himself in that
getup on the stage - by trying to hide himself behind that Zorro hat but, I
didn't expect him to go out there and dance with Joanne Chapman (Allen's
character).  Some of the moves he performed on that floor were definitely
un-Sam-like to me.  Does anyone think Sam has had dancing lessons or was
this the leapee's influence on him?  He's been very different this season,
and I'm wondering if we aren't seeing the effects on Sam's life now that
his brother never died in Vietnam.

Debbie Allen did a terrific job directing this episode (but I think she
usually does :).  I loved the set up during the audition scene, where she
ran through her instructions, turning away from Diana at a crucial part of
the speech.  Poor Diana's panic-stricken lost look when that happened got
to me there!  The same thing happened when the cops were towing away the
van she lived in, he turned away before he was through speaking.  Now I'm
going to have to pay attention to see how much that's done in normal
conversation.  I'm willing to bet it happens constantly.

I really REALLY liked Ms. Beriault as Diana.  I thought she was wonderful,
and I'm hoping to see more of her in other roles.

I thought this was very well-written and nicely put together.  I didn't
find too much to complain about at all, except there wasn't enough Zorro
and his backup dancers. :-) This isn't going to be one of my favorites (nor
is it going to be one of my least favorites), but I liked it enough to
watch it twice in one night, and probably a few more times over the weekend
just for good measure.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 04:37:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: Quantum Leap

 I've watched this show enough times to know that I don't like it.  It's
basically _Highway to Heaven_ (another show I didn't like) with a twist of
SF.  The stories are really poorly written.  I'm really tired of regular
old scriptwriters writing any scripts with science in it.  I have the same
beef with ST:TNG.  "let's reverse the polarity of the neutron flow, and
everything will be okay".

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:53:00 GMT
From: TROGDATA@cwu.bitnet
Subject: BG

Glad to see a few folks out there with an interest in Battlestar. Loved the
original and felt BG1980 was a slap in the face to those of us who watched
original. As if they thought they could pawn off sheer silliness on us,
just by using the name. For the person who was asking about background, are
you aware that a large number of episodes were later novelized, along with
a couple of original novels? (Anyone know how many?)

Wendy Shaw
TROGDATA@CWU

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 04:51:32 GMT
From: ST1450@siucvmb.bitnet (Steve Fellows)
Subject: Galactica 1980 & conflicts with the original series

>>And I know that the Colonial viper's infamous third button was finally
>>used.  Anyone remember what is was used for?
>
>The third button was used in one show for time travel; two good guys went
>back in time (I think one's name was Troy, but it's been a _long_ time) to
>World War II and stop a V2 ( I think) rocket that was fired at the U.S.

The time travel episode was the premiere. And it wasn't just 2 good guys,
they took a girl with them (Jaime Hamilton, an Earth reporter).  Yes, one
of them was named Troy (played by Kent McCord). The others were Dillon
(Barry Van Dyke) and Ms. Hamilton (Robyn Douglas).  You're also right about
the V2. Dillon shot it immediately after it was launched. Unfortunately,
his laser was set to stun, so he had to reset it to maximum before the
rocket got out of range. (He did, of course.)  It wasn't aimed at the U.S.,
it was only a test launch, but it was occurring well before Germany was
supposed to have rockets so advanced.  Also, about the third button
(labeled IM). In this episode, it did indeed activate their time travel
equipment. I doubt anyone remembers this, but in the original series it was
used a few times in combat to engage reverse thrust. The Cylon fighters
can't do this, so it's a pretty good advantage in the right situation.

>> premire episode (or 3, as the case was, I believe).  Galactica, upon
>> reaching Earth, was faced with a problem: Earth's technology was just
>> too low to be of any help.  One guy suggested that they travel back into
>> the past and introduce more advanced stuff at certain key points in
>> history.  Our heroes decided it was a bad idea (I don't remember why.)
>
>The reason you don't remember why is that no reason was ever given;
>apparently Glen Larson et al. thought that it was so self-evident as to
>not be worth stating. I clearly remember watching this premiere episode
>and

It was stated in the novelization, and amounted to the Galactican
equivalent of Star Trek's Prime Directive.  Also, they wanted to avoid the
Snowball Effect, which would have changed Earth drastically, and very
probably for the worse.  (mss2@quads.uchicago.edu already explained this,
so I'll leave it alone)

>>[But then again, I've never thought very highly of the Prime Directive
>>anyway.]
>
>To blazes with the Prime Directive, I don't know why they didn't start
>introducing the technologies as of 1980, with a bit less subtlety than
>rewriting Dr. Whatsizname's equations for him so that he came up with

Once again, Prime Directive stuff. However, that one scientist (Dr. Alfred
Mortinson, played by Mike Brady himself, Robert Reed) was not the only one
they contacted. Several teams were sent down to contact scientists on both
sides of the Iron Curtain. Also, according to the novelization (I don't
remember it on TV) they made a deal with him and the other scientists that
they would regularly be supplying assistance of this sort.  As to why Troy
knew physics equations, the stuff Mortinson was working on was high school
level stuff to them. Their science has known it for centuries.

On a semi-different subject, does anyone else remember that the entire
series conflicts with the last episode of the original series?  In that
last episode, "The Hand of God," Apollo picked up transmissions from the
_Columbia_ (Apollo XI, not the shuttle) on its way to the moon.  Of course,
he left the room right at the end, when the equipment picked up actual
landing. It was really strange hearing "Tranquility Base here.  The _Eagle_
has landed. *pause* Fleeing from the Cylon tyranny..."  together like that.
But that's just me, I guess.  This is a conflict, because the lead in the
new series, Troy, is Apollo's step-son Boxey from the original show. (He
changed the name because he outgrew it soon after Apollo was killed in
battle with the Cylons.)

I guess I should stop now before I start quoting dialogue or something.
:-)

Steve
Bitnet:   ST1450@SIUCVMB
Internet: ST1450@siucvmb.cdale.siu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Mar 91 01:28:43 GMT
From: JJS7@psuvm.psu.edu (Joe Silock)
Subject: Battlestar Galactica Info.

Here is some information that might answer some questions that have been
raised on the net.  

1.) There have been several episodes of BG released on MCA Home Video.
    Most of these episodes are:

      Battlestar Galactica (2 hour version of the original 3 hour pilot)
      The Lost Warrior
      The Long Patrol
      The Magnificent Warriors
      The Young Lords
      Mission Galactica: The Cylon Attack (A combination of "The Living
         Legend" and "Fire in Space")
      The Man With Nine Lives
      Murder on the Rising Star
      Baltar's Escape
      To Conquer the Earth (From Galactica: 1980 - a combination of
         "Galactica Discovers Earth" and "The Night the Cylons Landed")
      The Return of Starbuck (Released on Goodtimes Home Video under
         license from MCA Home Video)

      IMHO, the episodes "War of the Gods" and "The Tombs of Kobol" were
      among the best of the series and have not been released on video.
      MCA stated they did not have any intentions of releasing any more
      episodes on video.  If they do release any more videos, I would hope
      they don't combine any more episodes together like they did with
      "Conquest of the Earth" and "Mission Galactica: The Cylon Attack".

2.)  Here are the beginning words from the original BG movie (note: they
     are slightly different from those used in the weekly series).

      There are those who believe that life here began out there, far
      across the universe, with tribes of humans who may have been the
      forefathers of the Egyptians, or the Toltecs, or the Mayans - they
      may have been the architects of the great pyramids, or the lost
      civilizations of Lamuria or Atlantis.  Some believe that there may
      yet be brothers of man who even now fight to survive far, far away,
      amongst the stars.

3.)  Titles of BG novels that have been released.

      Battlestar Galactica
      Battlestar Galactica 2:  The Cylon Death Machine (adapted from the
       episode "The Gun On Ice Planet Zero")
      Battlestar Galactica 3:  The Tombs of Kobol
      Battlestar Galactica 4:  The Young Warriors
      Battlestar Galactica 5:  Galactica Discovers Earth (From Galactica
       1980) 
      Battlestar Galactica 6:  The Living Legend
      Battlestar Galactica 7:  War of the Gods
      Battlestar Galactica 8:  Greetings From Earth
      Battlestar Galactica 9:  Experiment in Terra
      Battlestar Galactica:  The Photostory (Contains over 700 scenes from
       the original movie)

4.)  Units of time, distance, and measurement.

      Time Units:

       Milli Centon - 1/1000th of a Centon
       Micron - 1/100th of a Centon
       Centon - 100 Microns
       Centaurie - 100 Centons
       Sectarie - 2400 Centons
       Secton - 12 Sectaries
       Yahren - 100 Sectaries
       Hetari - 6 Sectons

      Distance Units:

       Hectar - 100 meters
       Metron - measure of distance

      Weight Unit:

       Laxar - unit of weight

All information on units of time, measurement, and weight were taken from
the "Colonial Warriors Technical Manual".  This book contains info on
definitions, flags, seals, blueprints, etc.  If anyone is interested in
getting a copy, e-mail me and I'll send you the address of where it can be
bought and it's cost.

All other information was compiled from various other sources.  It is
complete to the best of my knowledge.

Joe Silock
JJS7@PSUVM.bitnet
JJS7@PSUVM.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 17:25:26 GMT
From: standish@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Dreamwalker)
Subject: Re: Battlestar Galactica Info.

JJS7@psuvm.psu.edu (Joe Silock)

>2.)  Here are the beginning words from the original BG movie (note: they
>     are slightly different from those used in the weekly series).
>
>      There are those who believe that life here began out there, far
>      across the universe, with tribes of humans who may have been the
>      forefathers of the Egyptians, or the Toltecs, or the Mayans - they
>      may have been the architects of the great pyramids, or the lost
>      civilizations of Lamuria or Atlantis.  Some believe that there may
>      yet be brothers of man who even now fight to survive far, far away,
>      amongst the stars.

These are indeed different from those in the weekly series.  Could you post
those from the series?

>3.)  Titles of BG novels that have been released.
>
>      Battlestar Galactica
>      Battlestar Galactica 2:  The Cylon Death Machine (adapted from the
>       episode "The Gun On Ice Planet Zero")
>      Battlestar Galactica 3:  The Tombs of Kobol
>      Battlestar Galactica 4:  The Young Warriors
>      Battlestar Galactica 5:  Galactica Discovers Earth (From Galactica
>       1980) 
>      Battlestar Galactica 6:  The Living Legend
>      Battlestar Galactica 7:  War of the Gods
>      Battlestar Galactica 8:  Greetings From Earth
>      Battlestar Galactica 9:  Experiment in Terra
>      Battlestar Galactica:  The Photostory (Contains over 700 scenes from
>       the original movie)

      Battlestar Galactica 10: The Long Patrol
      Battlestar Galactica 11: The Nightmare Machine
      Battlestar Galactica 12: "Die, Chameleon!"
      Battlestar Galactica 13: Apollo's War
      Battlestar Galactica 14: Surrender the Galactica!

note that 11 to 14 are original novelisations of never-aired shows (except
possibly for 12, I haven't read that one) And are very good, IMHO.

standish@sage.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 21:26:48 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Battlestar Galactica Info.

JJS7@psuvm.psu.edu (Joe Silock) writes:
[...]
>3.)  Titles of BG novels that have been released.

>      Battlestar Galactica
[2 through 9 edited]
>      Battlestar Galactica:  The Photostory (Contains over 700 scenes from
>      the original movie)

Does anyone know if these are still in print?  I would love to get my hands
on copies of these!

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 07:47:03 GMT
From: narnia@ms.uky.edu (Stan Tackett)
Subject: Galactica 1980

Hi everyone,
   Got a couple of questions about Galactica 1980 and the events leading up
to that series (i.e., stuff from the original series, third season or so).

  First, what happened to the rest of the cast?  Adama was there, and
looked quite believable as an older Adama, with a beard and everything.  In
one BG episode, "War of the Gods" (I'll refer to this later), he mentions
to Apollo that the human's lifespan, Cylons not withstanding, is around 200
yahrens.  OK, Adama is there, Boxey is there, what happened to Apollo,
Boomer, Athena, Col. Tigh, and the rest?  We know what happened to
Starbuck.  I loved that episode, it did Starbuck justice.

   Second, another question relating to Starbuck.  We also know that Dr.
Zee is Starbuck's son; what about Dillon?  And further, what happened to
Cassiopeia (sp)?  It seems likely to me that Dillon is Starbuck's and
Cass's son.  Anybody know for sure, or got any other theories??

   Third, if Adama and Troy (Boxey) aged normally, why did Baltar not age a
micron??

  Now, concerning the original series, one of my favorite episodes left
several questions unanswered, and that pissed me off.  In "War of the
Gods", towards the end of the episode, Apollo and Starbuck were down on the
planet's surface, checking out ruins that Iblis had left behind.  The look
on Apollo's face when he opened the wreckage, it was IMPLIED that the
doomed ship was the Pegasus, and that the body he and Starbuck found was
Commander Cain.  This belief is backed up by the fact that neither of them
wanted Sheba to look at the remains.  But it was never stated, only
implied.  Anyone got any opinions?

And, does anyone know where I can reach Mr. Glen A. Larson?  I'd like to
voice some of these complaints to him personally.  I know it won't do any
good, but what the hell?  I just want my curiosity satisfied.

Forever a BG fan.

Stan

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 13:25:57 GMT
From: ohoward@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Todd Howard)
Subject: Re: Galactica 1980

narnia@ms.uky.edu (Stan Tackett) writes:
>  Now, concerning the original series, one of my favorite episodes left
>several questions unanswered, and that pissed me off.  In "War of the
>Gods", towards the end of the episode, Apollo and Starbuck were down on
>the planet's surface, checking out ruins that Iblis had left behind.  The
>look on Apollo's face when he opened the wreckage, it was IMPLIED that
>the doomed ship was the Pegasus, and that the body he and Starbuck found
>was Commander Cain.  This belief is backed up by the fact that neither of
>them wanted Sheba to look at the remains.  But it was never stated, only
>implied.  Anyone got any opinions?

I believe that later in the same episode (wasn't it a two parter) Iblis
refered (or WAS refered) back to the wreckage, and it further implied that
the wreckage was the Pegasus.  Personally, I think it's a crock.  Cain
follow this Iblis character?  Not bloody likely.

Todd Howard 
INTERNET: ohoward@matt.ksu.ksu.edu
BITNET: ohoward@ksuvm.ksu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 14:43:20 GMT
From: standish@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Dreamwalker)
Subject: Re: Galactica 1980

ohoward@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Todd Howard) writes:
>narnia@ms.uky.edu (Stan Tackett) writes:
>>  Now, concerning the original series, one of my favorite episodes left
>>several questions unanswered, and that pissed me off.  In "War of the
>>Gods", towards the end of the episode, Apollo and Starbuck were down on
>>the planet's surface, checking out ruins that Iblis had left behind.  The
>>look on Apollo's face when he opened the wreckage, it was IMPLIED that
>>the doomed ship was the Pegasus, and that the body he and Starbuck found
>>was Commander Cain.  This belief is backed up by the fact that neither of
>>them wanted Sheba to look at the remains.  But it was never stated, only
>>implied.  Anyone got any opinions?
>
>I believe that later in the same episode (wasn't it a two parter) Iblis
>refered (or WAS refered) back to the wreckage, and it further implied that
>the wreckage was the Pegasus.  Personally, I think it's a crock.  Cain
>follow this Iblis character?  Not bloody likely.

Although I could be mistaken, my memory being what it is, but I remember
that scene where they find the body under the wreakage, and the only part
of the body that was shown had cloven hooves for feet.  I believe this was
also stated in the novel, but I would have to check.  In any case, this
would imply that the creature they found was some sort of demon-like being,
thus keeping with the theme of the show that Iblis was in truth Diabolis,
the Prince of Darkness, some devil-figure from the Galactican's mythology.
Thus the glowing beings on the crystal ship were the forces of light.  A
good show for the representation of good against darkness, with the forces
of darkness only having power over those who have aligned themselves with
darkness.  Too close to Christian BS, but good nevertheless.

standish@sage.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 21:00:14 GMT
From: makinney@WKUVX1 (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: V

Thanks to all that helped me find "Logan's Run". Over Spring Break I saw 2
episodes. So now, I'd like to ask about another old sf series favorite of
mine.

I've seen the V and V:The Final Battle on Louisville's Fox station every so
often. I'm trying to find out if there is any station planning on rerunning
the series. I am aware that the best part about V was the original
miniseries, and that TFB had potential until the hokey ending with
Elizabeth "magically" deactivating the mothership's reactor. I am also
aware of the rather stupid series plots (at times) but there WERE some good
shows that I'd like to see again. (Esp. the Triax episode-remember, the
ship that vaporized one of Saturn's moons?)

Thanks in advance.

Mark A. Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky
Bitnet: MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
Internet: kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 19:38:42 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: V

makinney@WKUVX1 (MARK KINNEY) writes:
>I've seen the V and V:The Final Battle on Louisville's Fox station every
>so often. I'm trying to find out if there is any station planning on
>rerunning the series. I am aware that the best part about V was the
>original miniseries, and that TFB had potential until the hokey ending
>with Elizabeth "magically" deactivating the mothership's reactor.

The first V was very good, more as an allegory (Earth being taken over via
TV and advertising) than SF.  I had a lot of trouble with big bulky lizards
(they looked like that one on Star Trek) who put on plastic skins and
become thin people, but okay.  The second one was crap all the way through.
For example:

   1) How did they make about 600 tons of magic powder in little
      labs?

   2) How did they get it all over the world?

   3) How many SF cliches can YOU spot?

My wife didn't understand why I was so upset.  Towards the end of the movie
I was muttering "Please, not St. Peter's ... Please, not St. Peter's" and
then "Thousands gathered at St. Peter's to give thanks ...".  Answer me
this one: if no one knew the Earth had been conquered by aliens, why did
they all go to St. Peter's to give thanks.  And how did they know we were
winning?  Real crap.

Marc

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 19:41:24 GMT
From: terran@en.ecn.purdue.edu (The Lord of Fire and Death)
Subject: Re: V

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten) writes:
>The first V was very good, more as an allegory (earth being taken over via
>TV and advertising) than SF.  I had a lot of trouble with big bulky
>lizards (they looked like that one on Star Trek) who put on plastic skins
>and become thin people, but okay.  The second one was crap all the way
>through.  For example:
>
>   1) How did they make about 600 tons of magic powder in little
>      labs?
>
>   2) How did they get it all over the world?
>
>   3) How many SF cliches can YOU spot?
>
>...know we were winning?  Real crap.

I agree.  The second was really bad but I had some problems with the first
one too.  Like why do aliens who have a technology capable of hovering
multi-million ton spaceships over major population centers need to resort
to subterfuge to steal a few humans for food and a lot of water?  With that
kind of power they can just take what they want.  It was kind of a fun
miniseries but pretty thin on believability.

And they should kill whoever proposed doing a full series.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 21:35:31 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: V

terran@en.ecn.purdue.edu writes:
> I agree.  The second was really bad but I had some problems with the
> first one too.  Like why do aliens who have a technology capable of
> hovering multi-million ton spaceships over major population centers need
> to resort to subterfuge to steal a few humans for food and a lot of
> water?  With that kind of power they can just take what they want.

That's always been the way with bad Science Fiction.  Even something as
good, and horrifying, as "To Serve Man" went to great lengths to avoid that
question.  The usual answer is it's easier if you get people to do the work
for you.  It's also scarier, which is the idea.  

> And they should kill whoever proposed doing a full series.

The goes for a lot of series.

Marc

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 02:02:44 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: V

makinney@WKUVX1 (MARK KINNEY) writes:
>I've seen the V and V:The Final Battle on Louisville's Fox station every
>so often. I'm trying to find out if there is any station planning on
>rerunning the series. I am aware that the best part about V was the
>original miniseries, and that TFB had potential until the hokey ending
>with Elizabeth "magically" deactivating the mothership's reactor. I am
>also aware of the rather stupid series plots (at times) but there WERE
>some good shows that I'd like to see again. (Esp. the Triax
>episode-remember, the ship that vaporized one of Saturn's moons?)

As I recall, the Triax episode was the first or second of the series,
wasn't it?

I highly doubt we'll see the series come around much, if at all.  It has
one major stike against it: It was written as more of a serial than a
series.  That is, it didn't have much in the way of complete-in-one-episode
stories.  Now, while this is not inherently bad (though they did flub the
format terribly, IMHO), I understand that such series do not do well in
syndication.  If they don't make money, no one will want to show 'em.

My favorite aspect of the series was the music.  Great stuff.

Now, has anyone seen the old (circa 1974?) series The Fantastic Journey
come around in syndication?  I see the movie premiere now and then, but
never the series.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Card & Clarke & Gibson & Hubbard &
                        Murphy (2 msgs) & Shirley

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 19:48:11 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Apologetica and Orson Scott Card [Was previously killfileable :-)]

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au writes:
>What do you think of Orson Scott Card?

What do I think of Scott?  A variety of things.

Scott's a very nice person and a very talented writer with some *severe*
problems in both areas.

He has a strict code of morality that he tries to live by.  I find some of
his strict code of morality distressing and bigoted, an opinion that came
only after long examination because dammit I *like* the man.  In fine, he
has integrity after his fashion but his fashion can be most unpleasant.

His fiction?  Powerful, moving.  Manipulative, cheap.  Both these
descriptions are accurate, and often of the same story: for example, his
tale "The Lost Boys," which moved me to tears when I heard him read it
aloud, and again when I read it in F&SF, and *again* when I read it aloud
to some friends and which I regard as a cheap, dishonest piece of
fiction that no editor in their right mind would have bought if it hadn't
been by a Big Name Writer.  For more details, see the excellent dissection
of the story in the last issue of SCIENCE FICTION EYE.

When he's good, as in the "Alvin Maker" books or the original "Ender's
Game," he's very very good though never, quite, great.  When he's bad,
as in SPEAKER FOR THE DEAD or WYRMS, he's atrocious.

His tendency to torture and kill children is not a "repeating motif" or an
unconscious thing: he does it deliberately and, yes, manipulatively.  As he
said in a speech I witnessed, the fiction that really reaches out and grabs
you is the fiction about someone in a great deal of trouble he doesn't
deserve and nobody "doesn't deserve" better than an innocent, a child.

Then he uses the classic pulp formula of "upping the stakes."  Applied to
his chosen protagonists, this comes out to torturing children.  Simple.
Effective.  Cheap and manipulative.  Powerful at times; offensive at
others.

I wish he'd give it up already.

>I do have a reason for asking.  Specifically, I've been reading a
>collection I'm looking out for further works by Connie Willis and Pat
>Murphy.

Yes, do: especially Murphy's THE SHADOW HUNTER and POINTS OF DEPARTURE.
Willis doesn't seem to hold up well at book length, but a number of her
short works are excellent: I recommend "Blued Moon" and "Last of the
Winnebagoes."

>He seems awfully concerned with the inherent niceness of people, whilst
>portraying himself as a sort of playful sadist.  I'm not sure what he's
>playing at.

I think he *is* a playful sadist; despite what I said above about its
deliberateness, there is too much glee in his child-killing to be entirely
calculated.  He is also definitely concerned with the niceness of people,
except the ones he doesn't like.

>However, let me repeat that he has brought together some wonderful stories
>in this collection, and has only reaffirmed my contention that Card is an
>author of note.

He is indeed.  Note, yes.  Worth?  Maybe someday.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 20:31:56 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Sequels of Rama II

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>This doesn't make sense to me.  The Ramans always do things in threes.
>We've seen two ships so far - that leaves one more ship.
>
>The exception to this rule would be a book following up on the people
>along for the ride on Rama II.  This, however, in my opinion would be a
>continuation of the Rama II storyline not a continuation of the trilogy.

***MINOR SPOILERS of RAMA II***

That's exactly what Rama III is supposed to be about, according to the
promos in the back of Rama II.  It actually has an excerpt from Rama III in
it, and from what I've gathered, the third book will take place something
like sixteen years after the first one, with Nicole and Richard and
McWhatever having been on Rama II all that time.

Which brings up an interesting point: as Rama moves away from the sun,
what's to stop it from freezing again?  I suppose Clarke could just say
that the Ramans kept the ship lit and warm for the stowaways, but...

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 20:37:34 GMT
From: gtaylor@vme.heurikon.com (Gregory Taylor)
Subject: Tuning up the Difference Engine

R. Pearce-Moses writes:
>Am I am prude, or what? :-) The sex scene(s) in Gibson's _TDE_ seem
>completely globbed on.  What do they have to do with anything else that's
>going on in the story?

You may indeed be a prude [just as one could level the same argument at
*me* for agreeing], but I found the multiple-page *safe sex* bits [right.
real 19th century...] to be a complete clinker, so much so that I spent a
fair amount of time trying to account for the digression as something more
than mere titillation [I'm assuming that it might be more than that]. One
option is that G&S [Gilbert and Sullivan?] wound up with a different set of
thematic notions about the "embodiment" of information dealing with the
Difference Engine as a metaphor - one that tended to make them populate the
novel with "engines", both the organic and inorganic types. I'm assuming
the physicality of some of the scenes - the scents, sensory data, etc., has
something to do with that.  Of course, this could simply be a misstep into
gratuitous sex intended to titillate lots of male readers whose notion of
19th century morays is largely filtered through sweaty readings of "My
Amorous Adventures."  I just don't imagine Gibson [at least] doing that
without a reason. Since I'm lots less impressed with Sterling, my bias is
probably showing. Better blatant than latent.

The only interesting bit of sex that I did notice is the admission that
Oliphant's mystical fugues might be related to tertiary syphilis - a
diagnosis which is not only correct and proper [notice how many of the
interesting dysfunctions in Oliver Sachs' "The Man Who Mistook His Wife for
a Hat" were, in fact, syphilis?], but more in keeping with *true* 19th
century practice in the age before the antibiotics which clobbered the
little spirochetes.

I'm assuming here that the gratuitous use of sex [or its explicit use to
trumpet something else as in the organic/mechanical juxtapositions of the
book in general] would be more in keeping with Sterling than Gibson.  I'm
particularly thinking of the early sex in "Islands in the Net" which seems
to be used to suggest only something about the female protagonists' power
relationship within her dyad [marriage, whatever], which could just as
easily be done without sex at all. Heck, look at Paul Bowles' ability to
handle the same thing in "The Sheltering Sky".

Don't get me wrong, this is a fascinating premise for a book, and I might
even say that I find it somewhat more compelling than anything either
person has done alone [thought it seems to me that either one of them has
produced better *sustained* scenes in their own works than I found in TDE].
It's just as if a lot of it seems like a kind of macguffin laced
"conspiracy" tale, whose mysterious pack of cards hardly seems worth the
trouble [and whose use I guessed pretty early on].

I'd be interested to know what those of you who've read "TDE" thought of
John Fowles' "The French Lieutenant's Woman" as a book that essentially
tried to do some of the same thing: to recreate the mind of a present-day
reader in terms of a different age's concerns. It seemed to me that much of
TDE dropped us into a world and then through objects and names at us rather
than getting us into the persons who ostensibly drove the story.  Still, I
imagine that there are at least a couple of other novels to be located in
*this* universe.

Perhaps they were a trifle less brave about experimenting with form in
telling the story than they could have been. Why not create an entire
steampunk opus wherein the little historical notes in the end were a bit
more distributed. It might have helped the rhythm of the book a bit, and
not detracted from the tale at all. Heck, isn't that a fair amount of what
makes, say, "Berlin Alexanderplatz" tick?

Oops. That's not a science fiction novel. Ah, neither is "The French
Lieutenant's Woman". Can I talk about those novels here even if I make no
references to Orcs? :-|

Gregory

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 17:47:51 GMT
From: gharlane@ratserv.ccs.csus.edu (*A*)
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard / Dead or Alive? / J. Sinnott

stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S) writes:
> Yes, he's dead, but no, he is not putting out NEW books.  If you look at
> the cover of FEAR, his latest release, it says something like "a classic
> avalible in hardcover for the first time."  They are also coming out with
> a L. Ron Hubbard classic fiction series, that is to reprint most of his
> work.  He did release books after he died, the rest of that 10 volume
> Mission Earth series.  He had finished the whole thing before the first
> book was published, and died before they were all released.  (Most of
> this information comes from Locus)
>
   And Locus was provided the information by Bridge Publications, Inc,
which is the publishing arm of the Church of Scientology.
   While Charlie Brown is one helluvva fine man, and runs a magazine I
respect and subscribe to, there's a limit to how much he can afford to
steam off a major advertiser.  Consequently, you'll never see an article on
L. Ron Hubbard in LOCUS, at least not like the relatively objective series
that the L.A. Times ran last year, wherein they discussed in detail LRH's
deadness, the variegated writing styles that appear, from chapter to
chapter, in his "work," and the rather bletcherous techniques the "Church"
and Bridge Publications employ to move their rather tawdry products onto
the big-seller charts.
   At least one reporter (Lawrence Gustafson, L.A.) claimed to have
evidence that LRH had died many years before the "official" date, and that
LRH was being kept on ice for financial and managerial reasons by the
"Church," which was also running a top-secret "contact project" that
allowed LRH to "dictate" the books he had "finished" before he died, but
not happened to type on paper, to various "sensitives" capable of receiving
communications from his sublime thetan being.
   Unfortunately, Gustafson is not available for details or further
comment, since he and his car were blown to kingdom come by an estimated
forty sticks of dynamite in Pacific Palisades in '88.
   There was a natural-language parsing project going on at U.C. Berkeley a
few years back which came up with a product that was claimed to be able to
spot individual writing styles on the basis of word choices, preferred
sentence structures, and that sort of thing.  It worked fairly well when
checked against a flock of known SF pseudonyms, but when they ran "MISSION:
EARTH" through the scanner and fed it into the program, it claimed the
"MISSION: EARTH" crud contained eight predominant writing styles, which
might indicate over a half-dozen folks worked on it... (?)  Alas, that
program also insisted that Richard Brautigan's "THE HAWKLINE MONSTER" had
been written by Ernest Hemingway, so it's doubtful that it should be
thought of as real infallible.

   Main thing to remember here is that if/when you buy anything with L. Ron
Hubbard's name on it, you're contributing to the "Church of Scientology."
Even if you *steal* the sucker off the rack, it gets counted for sales
purposes.  If you absolutely have to read it, I'd suggest used book stores,
although even that creates demand and supports the organization, albeit to
a lesser extent.
   Probably the best way to deal with the whole thing is to ignore it, and
buy SF worth reading, from a different publisher; even TSR's retread
illiterate RPG scenarists tend to produce better material than LRH did at
his reputed peak.
   I've always felt that without John W. Campbell's aid, Hubbard would
never have gotten a single hardbound publication anywhere.  In later years,
it's notable that Campbell refused to publicly discuss "Scientology" or
LRH, or to buy anything from him, articles *or* fiction; but by then, the
damage had been done.  Pity Campbell didn't get embarrassed *before* he
published that first LRH article, in 1950.  Oh well.

------------------------------

From: job@yaya.lcs.mit.edu (Joshua O. Bluestein)
Date: 27 Mar 91 18:53:33 GMT
Subject: Pat Murphy (was Re: Apologetica and Orson Scott Card)

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
>What do you think of Orson Scott Card?

Well, despite all of the stories about what a politically unsavory (or
too-savory, depending on your definitions) character Card may or may not be
(am I covering my ignorant rear, or what?), I have found those books of
Orson Scott Card that I read to be among some of the more enjoyable fiction
I've encountered recently.  (FYI: I've read the Tales of Alvin Maker (all
three of them), and the two Ender books).  While I don't know that I would
consider _Ender's Game_ to be necessarily worthy of both a Hugo and a
Nebula (although in the days when Whoopi Goldberg wins an Oscar for
'Ghost', anything can happen, I guess), it was still very good.  I do think
that Card has a definite strong moral sense which is extremely (possibly
intrusively) evident in his work.  Which doesn't change the fact that I
found _Speaker for the Dead_ to be extremely moving.

>I'm looking out for further works by Connie Willis and Pat Murphy.

Ah, yes, the point of this posting:

Pat Murphy has written two books and numerous short stories.  _The City,
Not Long After_ is probably her best work (the best that I've read
anyway)...it's a full length novel dealing with life in the city of San
Francisco after a plague slightly trims the population of the world.
Amgical realism stuff, very very good.

_The Falling Woman_ is her other novel, which I have not read.  It too, is
supposed to be quite good.

Most of Pat Murphy's stories are collected in a book called _Points of
Departure_.  This includes a Hugo (Nebula?) award-winning story, 'Rachel in
Love' and another which was nominated for a Nebula (Hugo?)  in 1990, titled
'Bones'.  While I didn't find the rest of the stories to be really of the
same quality as these two, most of them were at least interesting.  'Bones'
appeared in the Asimov's in early 1990.

Murphy also published a story recently in Asimov's, I think the January
issue (it's the same one with Costikyan's 'Bright Light, Big City') story.

So, Murphy: Highly Recommended.  Especially _The City, Not Long After_.

Read, read, read.

Joshua Bluestein

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 19:07:08 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Pat Murphy

   I've read _The Falling Woman_ and _The City, Not Long After_ by Pat
Murphy.  tFW is about an archaeologist who can see what has happened in the
past at a particular site.  This enables her to find good places to dig,
and makes her colleagues think she is extremely lucky.  The book is
horror/fantasy because she has problems with Fate and an ancient ?Mayan
spirit while at a dig in the Yucatan.
   tCNLA tells the story of a small group of peaceful survivors in San
Francisco after WWIII.  They are about to be invaded by a militaristic
group nearby.  They are aided in a passive, but impressive, way by the City
or someone who died there.  I'd call this a fantasy/sf overlap.
   Pat Murphy is an excellent writer.  Her characters are well developed
and the plots are distinctive.  I have _Points of Departure_ but haven't
read it yet; is this one as good as the others?

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 18:45:03 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Shirley's Eclipse

William Kotzwinkle is an sf/mystery writer. Le Pen is a French right-wing
politician. Laurie Anderson is a conceptual artist turned pop star. Hawking
is the most famous living physicist. J.R. "Bob" Dobbs is the god-figure of
the Church of the Sub-Genius, called by its founders "an inherently bogus
religion that will tell you you're better than other people."
 
John Shirley has a good hardcover story collection out ("Heatseeker"), and
a good short horror novel set in Oregon ("In Darkness Waiting," Onyx
paperback).
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Biggle (2 msgs) & Willis (3 msgs) &
                        New Books (2 msgs) & Answers (6 msgs) &
                        Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 20:06:46 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: Lloyd Biggle, Jr.

A few comments on John Whitmore's bibliography: First, Monument is a novel,
not a collection of stories.  Second, *do not* read _All the Colors of
Darkness_ or _Watchers of the Dark_ before you've read at least one of his
other books, or you'll never understand why people like Biggle.  These two
books are quite sophmoric.  Start with _Monument_ or _Still, Small Voice of
Trumpets_.

Cynthia Teague
Univ. of Vermont Libraries

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 00:05:58 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Lloyd Biggle, Jr.

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
> A few comments on John Whitmore's bibliography: First, Monument is a
> novel, not a collection of stories.  Second, *do not* read _All the
> Colors of Darkness_ or _Watchers of the Dark_ before you've read at least
> one of his other books, or you'll never understand why people like
> Biggle.  These two books are quite sophmoric.  Start with _Monument_ or
> _Still, Small Voice of Trumpets_.

A few comments on this.  'Monument' was actually a short story (or
novellette, or whatever) before it was a novel.  I liked the short version
a little better, but I don't think it was ever anthologized.  Second,
_Watchers of the Dark_ is my favorite Biggle book by a fair margin, so de
gustibus etc.

To get some content into this post, there is something about a lot of
Biggle's books which I find disturbing.  They tend to be light, mildly
humorous books in which very bad things happen to a lot of people, e.g.
maiming and torture in _Still Small Voice_, rioting and death on a galactic
scale in _Watchers_, and a number of planet-wide disasters in _The Light
That Never Was_.  It's not the bad things so much that bother me; after all
you can find that in books all over, but the way it's taken so lightly.

Nonetheless, I liked his stuff.  Also by the way, probably his best work is
`The Tunesmith`, recently reissued as half of a Torr (?) double.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 04:12:03 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Connie Willis

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au writes:
>What do you think of Orson Scott Card?
>
>I do have a reason for asking.  Specifically, I've been reading a
>collection of stories that he brought together, entitled _Future on Fire_
>(TOR, Feb 1991).
>
>It's got some terrific stories in it, by authors who I've not heard of
>before.  I'm looking out for further works by Connie Willis and Pat
>Murphy.

I discovered Willis in some no-longer-published SF large-format magazine
that I read and gave to a friend.  Her story of the solar eclipse is one of
the best I've ever read.  Of course, it's written from the
harried-housewife perspective, to which I can relate far too well.  She's
written _Lincoln's Dreams_ which was interesting.  Mostly, I look for her
short stuff.  Everything I've found, I've liked a LOT.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 16:35:21 GMT
From: edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Edward Lopez)
Subject: Re: Connie Willis (was something else)

Yup, in Connie Willis I trust.  Her collection _Fire Watch_ includes both
tremendously powerful dramatic stuff and one of the funniest stories I've
read. (It includes "All My Darling Daughters", the one reprinted in _Future
on Fire_.)

It is, I think her only collection to date (and I'd love to be wrong on
this one and hear the correction). Hopefully there'll be another one soon,
but Locus's list of '91 books didn't mention anything by her. Another story
of hers in book form is "Schwarzchild Radius", collected in last year's
Nebula Winners.

She also has at least one novel out, _Light Raid_, written with Cynthia
Felice, whose name I might be mangling slightly. I haven't picked this up
yet.

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 17:12:52 GMT
From: tiktok@milton.u.washington.edu (steve feldon)
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

A short Connie Willis bibliography and some upcoming news:

by Connie Willis:
Fire Watch: short story collection.
Lincoln's Dreams: novel

By Connie Willis and Cynthia Felice:
Water Witch: novel
Light Raid: novel
(Ack! I think there's another by the two of them, but I can't place
the title. Help?)

Future releases:
Doomsday Book:  A time travel story.
An unnamed second short story collection:  probably to be called Last
of the Winnebagos.

I met her at a reading she did during the Clarion West workshop here in
Seattle.  She said that the collection was going to be her reward from her
publisher for turning in the novel, so they should come about roughly the
same time.

Steve Feldon
tiktok@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 06:26:41 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Bantam Spectra Books Coming for Summer

I picked up a copy of "King's Test" by Margaret Weiss today and there is a
list in the back of the book of forthcoming releases from Bantam/Spectra.

Coming in May 1991 :
   Star Wars, Volume 1 : Heir to the Empire   by Timothy Zahn
   Earth                                      by David Brin
   King of Morning, Queen of Day              by Ian McDonald

Coming in June 1991 :
   The Gap into Vision : Forbidden Knowledge  by Stephen R Donaldson
   Black Trillium                             by Marion Zimmer Bradley
                                                 Julian May
                                                 Andre Norton
   Chronicles of the King's Tramp Book 1 :    by Tom DeHaven
           Walker of Worlds

Coming in July 1991 :
   Death Gate Cycle, Volume 3 : Fire Sea      by Margaret Weis & 
                                                 Tracy Hickman 
   Death Gate Cycle, Volume 2 : Eleven Star   by    " "
   Raising the Stones                         by Sheri S. Tepper

Coming in August 1991 :
   Garden of Rama                             by Arthur C Clarke & 
                                                 Gentry Lee
   Nightfall                                  by Isaac Asimov, 
                                                 Robert Silverberg

Personally, the Star Wars book and Garden of Rama intrigue me the most.

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 07:43:07 GMT
From: dgelbart@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Dave Gelbart)
Subject: New Necronomicon Press catalog info

The new Necronomicon Press catalog is now available [on request, although a
SASE might help for overseas. I'm not sure] from the Necronomicon Press at
101 Lockwood Street, West Warwick, RI 02893, USA.

Additions:

REH's Selected Letters [new volume, 1931-6]
HPL Centennial Conference Proceedings
Critical Study of Fritz Leiber
HPL Centennial Plaque Booklet
Lovecraft Studies 24            [Joshi edits both of
Studies in Weird Fiction 9      these]
Crypt of Cthulhu 77 [yup, they're now carrying the Cryptic Press stuff]

Lots of nifty things to read: if only, if only, if only I could afford to
buy them [heavy sigh]. These people deserve our support, let's see that
they get it!

Dave Gelbart
#12 4255 Sophia St.
Vancouver, BC V5V 3V6 Canada
dgelbart@questor.wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 22:21:20 GMT
From: sakai@hyla.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Re: Information on Arkadi & Boris Strugazki

UI0T@DKAUNI2.BITNET ("Thomas Koenig") writes:
>Does anybody out there know anything about the Strugazki brothers?  I've
>seen a film based on one of their novels, "Es ist nicht leicht, ein Gott
>zu sein" (It's not easy to be a god), which is a German/ Soviet
>coproduction and also a pretty good SF satire.

They are very famous SF writers in USSR.

In Japan, most of their novels are translated to Japanese (including "It's
not easy to be a god).  One of them - "Stalker," became the movie by
Talkofsky(?) who is the same one who directed the movie based on S. Lem's
"Solaris".  I think the original title of the Stalker is "A picnic by the
roadside".

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@rana.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 02:58:26 GMT
From: msf@wren.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller)
Subject: Re: Information on Arkadi & Boris Strugazki

Mitsuhiro Sakai writes:
>Thomas Koenig writes:
>>Does anybody out there know anything about the Strugazki brothers?
[deleted]
>
>One of them - "Stalker," became the movie by Talkofsky(?) who is the same
>one who directed the movie based on S. Lem's "Solaris".  >I think the
>original title of the Stalker is "A picnic by the roadside".

The English title for this (or at least the one I saw) is "Roadside Picnic"
- - a very good book (or so I thought when I was 12).

Michael Fuller

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 01:01:19 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: computer ethics reply

mmidura@lynx.northeastern.EDU writes:
>There is another book by Lem that has a short story having to do with
>sentient washing machines.  (If your washing machine goes out and commits
>a crime you are not held responsible for its' actions, unless you
>programmed it to do so.)
>
>I forget the name of the book... anyone?

 It's not a novel, it's a short story in one of the Ijon Tichy collections
- - most likely _Memoirs Of A Space Traveler_. I don't remember the title of
the story, but it's the only one in there about sentient washing machines.
(-:

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 20:36:48 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: The Time Tunnel

After the discourse on books, movies, and TV shows called some permutation
of "time tunnel," I dug through some old books and came up with the book
_Time_Tunnel_, by Murray Leinster, (c) 1964 by Will F. Jenkins.  The story
premise is this: a man working on his Ph.D. finds evidence in the
manuscript section of the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris that some
individual known as de Bassompierre had been close friends or had
corresponded with all the great minds of the first half of the 19th
Century, describing in simple terms many scientific concepts 50 to 150
years before their historical discovery.  Just a strange set of
coincidences until the Ph.D. candidate and a friend from his undergraduate
days happen to be discussing certain historical facts as history briefly
changes those facts, then switches back again.  Add to this a visit to a
curio shop that bills itself as "importers and exports to the year 1804,"
and they realize they're on to something.

I don't know when the TV series _The_Time_Tunnel_ first aired, so I don't
know which came first, the show or the book.  The book's "time tunnel" has
nothing to do with a government project or a time travel machine; the
tunnel, if I remember correctly, is a naturally occurring event in the
presence of undisturbed cast metal, with one end being the temporal
location of its casting and the other end at the time in the future, if
any, that the cast metal is moved or changed in any way.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 15:11:54 GMT
From: delisle@phy.ulaval.ca (Sonya Delisle)
Subject: Re: God: the Ultimate Biography

Two weeks ago, rck1@ellis.uchicago.edu (roberta chi-woon kwong) was asking:
> Two years ago I came across a book that my roommate had borrowed from
> someone else. It was titled something like "God: the Ultimate Biography."
> Well, something like that.  It was a very humorous "account" of events,
> including the creation of the universe, Adam and Eve, the Great Flood,
> and other things.  I haven't been able to find this book again; I don't
> know who the author is. Would someone out there happen to know of this
> book?  It's been driving me up a wall/barrier/blockade/fence/etc.

I have this book in a box somewhere at home. I remember that the correct
title is "God: The Ultimate Autobiography". I can't remember the name of
the author, but I'll check tonight. I do remember that his name doesn't
appear anywhere on the cover of the book. You have to look for it inside.

Sonya Delisle
delisle@phy.ulaval.ca

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 15:11:54 GMT
From: delisle@phy.ulaval.ca (Sonya Delisle)
Subject: Re: Godwin's The Snake Oil Wars

A couple of days ago, ALBERGA@ibm.com was saying:
> I have been waiting (with lessening hope) for a MM Paperback for Godwin's
> "The Snake Oil Wars".  Checking Books in Print for the first time in a
> while I found: a) NO entry for the above title, b) an entry for "The
> Snake Oil Variations" 08/1989, $18.95, paper $6.95, Doubleday.
> 
> Does anyone know what is going on?  Have I utterly scambled the name of
> this book?  If not, what is the relationship between "... Wars" and "...
> Variations"?

No, you haven't "utterly scambled the name of this book". I bought "The
Snake Oil Wars" in hardback recently through SFBC. I have no idea what the
status of the paperback edition is, but at least now you know you were
looking for the right title.

Sonya Delisle
delisle@phy.ulaval.ca

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 15:53:27 GMT
From: paul@parsifal.econ.yale.edu (Paul McGuire)
Subject: Looking for book involving god insurance

This is another looking for a book request.  The book is fairly recent
fantasy.  I don't know what reminded me of the story, but I can't come up
with the title or author, and several serious searchs of my voluminous
collection have failed to turn it up.  It's preying on my mind and driven
me to post.

Someone had, as usual, taken out an insurance policy with a minor god, then
quickly filed a claim.  The god made our hero an offer he couldn't refuse
and forced him to investigate.  Eventually the hero brings all the suspects
together, in a standard mystery fashion, and proves fraud and murder, and
incidently winds up keeping the ransom (?) money.

Subsequently the god discovers that someone has put a protection spell
around the city which prevents him from leaving, and sends the hero off to
investigate.  While spying on the bad new wizard in town through a
skylight, the hero employs some power, all hell breaks loose, and the
building is destroyed.

That's most of what I can remember.  Does anyone recognize it?  I rather
liked it, and my mind won't be at ease until I reread it.

Paul McGuire

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 00:08:01 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: The Prisoner

Well, I just recently finished reading (got it in fine condition) the
graphic novel for The Prisoner.  Now, I saw the series long ago but haven't
found it in syndication in quite some time.  Anyway, in the GN there is a
mention of a book titled, The Village Idiot, and I was wondering if this
book was actually ever published by the creator, or someone in conection
with, The Prisoner.  Also, was the series adapted from a novel/novella?  If
so, what was it?
 
Looking for any information along these lines.  Thanks in advance.  (BTW:
Please Email me as I sometimes lose feeds before I can read them).
 
Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 22:29:12 GMT
From: mwauford@utkux1.utk.edu (Melissa Wauford)
Subject: Jazz Post-Holocaust Book Title Sought

Whatever would we do without the net to patch the holes in our brains?

A year or so ago I read a novel by an author I had never heard of.  It was
a hardcover first novel, I believe.  The storyline was that a jazz musician
survived the destruction of the world because he was at a recording session
in a deep concrete bunker at the time.  Even so, all the other folks there
with him died.  He eventually gets out of the studio and goes crazy for a
while, then finds other people and later crosses the country to find a
place to start over.

What was striking about the novel was its tone, very musical, though the
post-holocaust elements weren't that new - nuclear winter, crazy military
types, etc.  There were actual ghosts that inhabited places for some months
early on which was different.  Anyway, if someone could come up with either
the title (contained the word jazz?) or author, I would be muchly
appreciative.

PLEASE EMAIL and I'll summarize.  Thanks.

Melissa
mwauford@utkvx.utk.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 28 Mar 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 111

Today's Topics:

	     Films - The Seventh Sign (5 msgs) & The People &
                     Princess of Mars & Dream Park &
                     Big Screen vs. Small Screen (2 msgs) &
                     Star Wars (7 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 18:46:41 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: THE SEVENTH SIGN

> Has anybody seen the brilliant film 'The Seventh Sign' 

  I saw THE SEVENTH SIGN just a month and found it one of the best dramas
I've seen in a long time.  There aren't a lot of movies out there that I
like, but this is one of them.  I strongly recommend this movie to anyone.
  If there's anything I liked about it more than anything else, it is the
non-specific aspect of the religious allusions.  I thought it an excellent
move not to restrict the possiblities of what religious group is right, but
that it simply wanted people to work to improve the conditions of life.
Reminds me greatly of what I read in the Bible, far more than anything I've
heard from religious groups.  (No, I don't want to start a flame war; I'm
only saying that this is the perception I've had.)

Fred L. Drake, Jr.  
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library
302A Cowgill Hall
VPI & SU
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206  

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 91 22:05:46 GMT
From: pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Re: THE SEVENTH SIGN

ARCHSLID@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.") writes:

>> Has anybody seen the brilliant film 'The Seventh Sign' 
>   I saw THE SEVENTH SIGN just a month and found it one of the best dramas
> I've seen in a long time.  There aren't a lot of movies out there that I
> like, but this is one of them.  I strongly recommend this movie to
> anyone.

I loved it too.  It was criticised for the acting, which may have been why
it didn't (to my understanding) do well, but I was more interested in the
ideas it put forth (like _Flatliners_, which I thought was poorly scripted
but had a thought-provoking theme), and it prompted me to do a fair amount
of research, which is never a bad thing.  I discovered all kinds of
interesting tidbits, such as, both Pilate and his wife are saints in
various churches, as is Judas.

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 18:35:09 GMT
From: ARCHSLID@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.")
Subject: THE SEVENTH SIGN

Peter Scott (pjs@euclid.JPL.NASA.GOV) writes:
> I loved it too.  It was criticised for the acting, which may have been
> why it didn't (to my understanding) do well, but I was more interested in
> the ideas it put forth (like _Flatliners_, which I thought was poorly
> scripted but had a thought-provoking theme),

  I didn't think the acting was all that bad; the woman didn't do as well
as she could have (sorry, but I'm terrible with names), but easily did as
well as most actors/actresses in popular films, perhaps a bit better.
  Haven't seen FLATLINERS yet; my ladyfriend and I are waiting for it to
come out in video.

Fred L. Drake, Jr.  
Slide Curator
Art & Architecture Library  
302A Cowgill Hall  
VPI & SU  
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0206  

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 09:31:39 GMT
From: damian@wshb.csms.com ( WSHB Engineer)
Subject: Re: THE SEVENTH SIGN

It was a fair movie that had a good premise, but I would hardly call it the
best drama I've seen in a long time.  It's been a while since I've seen the
film.  As I recall it would be worth a watch on cable if you had nothing
better to do.  I wouldn't recommend that you waste your money renting it at
the video store.

Damian L. Centgraf II
WSHB-Broadcast Engineer
damian@wshb.csms.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 06:11:41 GMT
From: calvin@wshb.csms.com ( WSHB employee)
Subject: THE SEVENTH SIGN

   I have a question.  In the movie they mentioned the great guff or
something that sounded like that.  What I would like to know is did this
come from the Bible or another religion or maybe even from the writers, who
are the bases for there own religions.  I admit I live in the Bible belt
and I don't know a whole lot about it.  I know some but not all.  Well
thanks for the replies.

calvin@wshb.csms.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 91 07:16:22 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (david potter)
Subject: Zenna Henderson

ward@unix386.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
> Does anyone know if the TV movie "The People" loosely based on several of
> her stories is out in video or syndication or anything?  I only recall
> seeing it the one time it was first broadcast back in the early
> seventies.  And while it wasn't exactly Oscar grade, I'd rather like to
> see it again.

   The movie you're referring to, "THE PEOPLE," was a composite of two or
three of the stories, and done with considerable respect; an attempt to do
it right, on a budget most folks in Hollyweird would laugh at.
   It was mainly the storylines of "ARARAT" and "POTTAGE," with the
Francher Kid tossed in.  Viewpoint character was played rather well by Kim
Darby, and most of the kid actors were charmingly natural and quite good.
The crayola artwork described in "POTTAGE" was, somehow, reproduced very
much as I'd visualized it while first reading the story some twenty years
before.  (The artist is given a clear credit, but I can't recall the name.)
Pay special attention to the kidlet who plays Beth; she's great.
   William Shatner was in a mercifully small part, and the only real
objection I have to the movie was the casting of Diane Varsi as Valency
Carmody.  Varsi played Valency, the Oldest of the Terran survivors, as a
spaced-out brain-damage case, sounding like she'd just smoked twelve pounds
of Turkish Hash laced with PCP, and was consequently not even up to the
level of her normal mediocrity.

    The movie was put together by Francis Ford Coppola, if you can believe
it, and it's mostly pretty good work.  I liked it, at least.  It is
*definitely* out on tape, since I've rented it more than once.
 
    Incidentally, on your comment about there being no more "People"
stories, since Z. Henderson bought the farm, don't bet on it.  In one of
the "Darkover" collections, one of MZB's many proteges managed to find a
way to graft the "People" universe onto the "Darkover" universe, and used a
psionically-gifted Terran of "People" descent as a story character on
Darkover.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 00:26:48 GMT
From: sakai@yorick.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Movie of the Princess of Mars

Does anyone know about movie adaptation of "the Princess of Mars"; the
first volume of Mars (or John Carter?) series by E.R.Burroughs?
I know only 2 things that:
   1) Produced by Disney Pro.
   2) Directed by John McTiernan(correct spell?).
Please tell me anything you know about the movie!!

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@rana.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 22:05:49 GMT
From: bingle@cs.purdue.edu (Richard Bingle)
Subject: Dream Park movie rights and Dream Park the park

I seem to remember that someone had bought the movie rights to Niven and
Barnes _Dream Park_.  Can anyone confirm this?  I also seem to remember
something about a real Dream Park being in the planning stages (somewhere
in Maryland?).  Any news on this would be appreciated.

Rich Bingle
bingle@cs.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 91 19:49:57 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: Movies, was: THE SEVENTH SIGN

ARCHSLID@VTVM1.CC.VT.EDU ("Fred L. Drake, Jr.") writes:
>  Haven't seen FLATLINERS yet; my ladyfriend and I are waiting for it to
>come out in video.

I would like to put out to discussion this point, if I could.

On the one hand, movies are getting *very* expensive, and many people would
rather save the money, and view the movie in the comfort of their own home.

On the other hand, many movies such as this one have a much bigger effect
if seen on the big screen.  Many videos I have watched recently miss out
things on the edges, or pan back and forth over the real movie to cover
everything.

Having seen Flatliners on the big screen, I am skeptical that the same
atmosphere could be created on my TV.

So what is the consensus?  Do more people prefer the big screen or video?
Am I in the majority or minority?  I happen to love seeing movies in small
independent repertory theaters, and try to support them whenever I can.  Do
others do the same?

Wondering, 

Iain McVey

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 91 07:42:50 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Movies, was: THE SEVENTH SIGN

mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey) writes:

>On the other hand, many movies such as this one have a much bigger effect
>if seen on the big screen. Many videos I have watched recently miss out
>things on the edges, or pan back and forth over the real movie to cover
>everything.

Which is exactly why, for movies filmed in an aspect ratio wider than that
of television, I will almost exclusively get only letterboxed laserdiscs,
which shrink the image in order to get the full width on the TV screen.
The increased resolution of laserdiscs over tapes more than compensates for
the reduction in size of the image.

>So what is the consensus? Do more people prefer the big screen or video?
>Am I in the majority or minority? I happen to love seeing movies in small
>independant repetory (sp?) theaters, and try to support them whenever I
>can. Do others do the same?

I would love to be able to do all of my movie watching in the theaters, but
(a) I live in an inconvenient location for doing so, (b) I'd be at the
mercy of theater scheduling, and (c) I work nights, and tend to do my movie
watching in the morning. So, *for me*, the convenience of home video more
than outbalances the desire to see films in theaters.

As for the party line of "movies *have* to be seen in theaters to be
appreciated", I'm a blasphemer. In my opinion, if a movie can only be
appreciated because of the size of the image, and cannot survive being
displayed on a TV screen, then it's virtually empty of content and isn't
worth seeing in the first place. This is, of course, assuming that it's
being displayed in its original screen ratio, and thus as the director
intended it, and is *not* being artificially panned and edited to fit a TV
screen ratio.

Most movies are *better* when seen on a large screen in a theater, but I
find watching films on video to be perfectly acceptable.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
UUCP:	...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
ARPA:	boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 91 06:04:32 GMT
From: par.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Paul Rivers)
Subject: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

Can anyone tell me if the things that I have heard about the Star Wars
series is true?
 
  1)  That Star Wars, Empire Strikes Back, and Return of the Jedi are 
      actually the "Middle trilogy" of a greater series.  
  2)  That there will be filming starting in '92 on the next trilogy in the
      series.
  3)  That there were contracts signed with Mark Hammil, Carrie Fisher, and
      Harrison Ford to do an unnamed movie that ties in with the series.
Any of this information would be extremely helpful.
Any replies, please send E-mail as well (I don't get that much time to read
the nets, just check my mail)

Thanks.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 17:23:42 GMT
From: JMJ105@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Star Wars Wizards - Please read

I have always wondered about this - at the opening of each of the SW
movies, they refer to an episode.  Were the screenplays adapted from a
series, or was the series of books adapted from the screenplays?

jmj105@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 17:46:00 GMT
From: CVITEK@drew.bitnet (Bart Simpson)
Subject: Star Wars Movies

   I was wondering.  Last year I heard some rumors that there were going to
be some more Star Wars movies, with new actors.  The new movies would
either be based on the first or last three books of the entire Star Wars
story line.  If I am correct, the three movies that are out now are the
middle three books.  Anyway, is there any truth to this rumor?

Chris Vitek

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 00:08:28 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

par.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Paul Rivers) writes:
>Can anyone tell me if the things that I have heard about the Star Wars
>series is true?
> 
>  1)  That Star Wars, Empire Strikes Back, and Return of the Jedi are 
>      actually the "Middle trilogy" of a greater series.  

Yes, the "Star Wars trilogy" is part of a larger series.  Origionally, 20th
Century Fox and Lucas were not sure that Star Wars would be a big enough
success to spawn more films, thus, in the earliest prints of the film, it
does not say 'Chapter 4- A New Hope.'  But when it was made clear that
there would be an audience for more, this was appended, and each successive
chapter has listed it's number (i.e.  Chapter 5: The Empire Strikes Back,
Chapter 6: The Return of the Jedi)

>  2) That there will be filming starting in '92 on the next trilogy in the
>     series.

I can't absolutely confirm that, but I have heard it from a whole lot of
sources, so it it highly likely that work on it will start soon.

>  3)  That there were contracts signed with Mark Hammil, Carrie Fisher,
>      and Harrison Ford to do an unnamed movie that ties in with the
>      series. 

I haven't heard anything about this.  If Hammill, Fisher and Ford were
doing more in the Star Wars universe, it would only be a connected story,
and not part of the main series. (I'll explain the reason on this below.)

Just for general information, since this seems to be coming up a lot
recently:

There are supposedly a total of 12 chapters to the Star Wars saga, of which
we have seen only 3.  I have heard confirmed that Lucas does want to make
at least 9 chapters.  The last 3 I have only heard of as being ideas
written down.  The first 9 are supposed to be written down somewhere in
script form, all set to go (which means that hopefully they will get
released in one form or another eventually).  Lucas has said for years that
he intends to get back to the Star Wars universe.  He wanted to take a few
years off to rest, and wait for technology to catch up with his ideas.  The
plan was to go back and do the first trilogy when he got back into making
films.  The only characters who are in all the films will be R2D2 and C3PO.
The story is told through their point of view, and covers many years
(supposedly the stories that come after Jedi happen after the characters in
the trilogy are dead or at least old enough to give up adventuring!)  If
anyone is interested in find out some of this stuff, read the Star Wars
novelization (written by Lucas), and Skywalking, which is Lucas' biography,
and has lots of interesting info. in it.

Melinda Miller
6600lysa%ucsbuxa@hub.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 91 21:02:46 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

If you take a look at the opening credits for any of the SW trilogy, the
chapter number is given.  I never noticed it when Star Wars first came out,
but a somewhat unreliable friend claims he noticed the "chapter 4" sign on
the first movie.  (It is present in the video tape.)

I read a biography of Lucas where the original concept of SW was laid out;
apparently, the first trilogy (Ch 1-3) will deal with the Clone Wars
(whatever *they* were all about) and the metamorphosis of Anikin Skywalker
into Darth Vader.

FYI, the only characters that are supposed to make it through all 9 movies
(is this a nonology?) are R2D2 and C-3PO.

I have no particularly good idea just what the final three chapters of the
series could deal with.  I suppose it could hit the consolidation of the
Republic, but it's not all that obvious, at least compared to what should
happen in Ch 1-3.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 16:22:51 GMT
From: jmann@lectroid.sw.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

"Chapter 4: A New Hope" was NOT displayed at the start of the the original
release of Star Wars. It was added by Lucas a couple of years later, when
the original was released after The Empire Strikes Back.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 91 16:16:29 GMT
From: ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney)
Subject: Star Wars 1st Saga.

 As regards the Star Wars series: only three trilogies were planned to be
filmed.  The names of the first two were 'Journal of the Whills' and 'The
adventures of Luke Skywalker' respectively.

 The second trilogy consisted of 'A New Hope','Splinter of the Minds Eye'
and 'The Empire Strikes Back/Revenge of the Jedi'.

   SoTME was meant to be the second film in the series, followed by a film
which turned in the end into two (TESB/ROTJ), which was much different from
the ones seen.  Apparently it started the same way as TESB, moved onto the
homeworld of the Wookies, where after a massive battle the Empire was
overthrown but, somewhere along the line this got scrapped in favour of the
Ewoks!

   Also the titles got changed a little, from Revenge to Return of the Jedi.

   The only news known of the first sage (to me that is) is that which was
taken from the novelisation of the first movie.  I.e. the introduction.  At
the end it says: 'From the First Saga: *Journal of the Whills*'
   A lot of references are alsso made in the text of the film. Especially
by the two droids C3PO and R2D2 (through C3PO).  I.e. 'Oh, not another
adventure!'

   As for the third saga only GL knows!

Laurence.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Apr 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 112

Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	   Books - Card (2 msgs) & Clarke & Donaldson (5 msgs) &
                   Eisenstein & Hardy & McCaffrey & Rice & 
                   Rohan & Tedford

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Apr 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 05:32:13 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au writes:
>I consider Ender's Game to be the most widely praised SF novel to appear
>in the eighties.  The only people I know who didn't like it have been the
>outspoken net.bigots like Maddox and Maroney, and who, in all
>reasonableness, believes their point of view.  :-) 

  Well, I'll admit straight off that I liked _Ender's Game_.  But then, I
like all sorts of stuff, not all of which is particularly good.  I think
the book contains some of the cheap shots that Dan'l was complaining about.
I.e.  most sf readers are the kids who were picked on in school, but good
at video games, etc.  So Ender is immediately welcomed by readers, because
he can save the world with video games (as it were).  I think the game
becomes too much of a wish-fulfillment book, until the very end, and there
it is somewhat difficult to empathize with Ender.  Granted he kills the
Buggers by accident, but he was prepared to kill them anyway.
  As for being one of the most highly-praised SF book of the eighties, I
could probably find others if I looked, but I'd just like to remind you
that if all the sf/fantasy readers were polled, Piers Anthony and David
Eddings would probably be the most widely praised authors.

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 11:41:54 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Apologetica and Orson Scott Card [Was previously killfileable :-)]

Gavin Steyn  writes:
>   As for being one of the most highly-praised SF book of the eighties, I
> could probably find others if I looked, but I'd just like to remind you
> that if all the sf/fantasy readers were polled, Piers Anthony and David
> Eddings would probably be the most widely praised authors.

I've lent out _Ender's Game_ to a myriad of readers, and they have all,
without any prompting from me, informed me of their wonderment that such a
book existed, and nobody had told them about it.

To dive into the shallow and soppy words available in the lexicon; Ender's
game has a magic that crossed the 'I hate SF' barrier.  No matter if you
like fantasy, hard-sf or Mills and Boon, people find it difficult not to
empathise with the young protagonist.  Card sucks you in [with the tools
that Dan'l highlighted] and whacks you around the head with this kid being
pushed, and pressed, and constantly being put under tremendous pressure by
a nameless, faceless heirarchy.  Andrew Wiggin survived being lied to, and
if you had any empathy at all, you felt *good* when he overcame the
obstacles placed in his path.

Sure, there are other books I would freely proffer as having magical
qualities, being unputdownable, being BETTER books than _Ender's Game_,
[_Hyperion_ springs to mind instantly], but Card reached a much wider
audience than Hyperion will ever enjoy.

Hence my statement about most widely praised. 

Remember: There are no absolutes.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 19:18:29 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Sequels of Rama II

I was also disappointed in Rama II.  I had a real problem with the woman
journalist not to mention the American scientist.  And once again the
oft-repeated story of it's alien it must be hostile.  It makes me wonder if
the human race will every mature.  From some author's point of view it does
not seem likely.

I thought this was dealt with nicely in Rama I but a second time?

I will buy "The Garden of Rama" when it comes out.  I just hope it will be
better that it's predecessor.

Marc Wiz
(512)823-4780
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!egorby.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 19:20:33 GMT
From: okamoto@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Jeff Okamoto)
Subject: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

I've been re-reading the first chronicles of Thomas Covenant (Lord Foul's
Bane, The Illearth War, The Power that Preserves), and I've come across
what might be an inconsistency.

Specifically, it is mentioned that when the summoner dies, the summoned one
is returned to their origin.  This happens three times for Covenant in the
first chronicles: in Lord Foul's Bane, it is Drool Rockworm who summons
him; in The Illearth War, it is High Lord Elena; in The Power that
Preserves, it is Triock and Saltheart Foamfollower.  This is well and good
and consistent.

However, what about Hile Troy?  He claims to be from Covenant's world, and
if true, one would expect him to be bound by the same rules.  However,
Atiaran dies in her attempt to summon him (yes, she was really trying for
Covenant, but...).  Why wasn't Troy returned to his world?  And what's
more, NONE of the Council of Lords or the Loresraat seems to notice this
discrepancy!

I see a couple of explanations.  The special conditions of Troy's summoning
may have allowed a permanent switch of the two.  Or Atiaran's death may
have allowed Troy to "take her place" in the Land.  Convenant tries to find
out about Troy, but cannot either confirm or deny Troy's claimed existence
in his world (I wouldn't trust the word of the DoD major.  They would be
highly protective of the identities of the members of a special think
tank).

For certain, Troy cannot be a tool of the Creator.  The Creator confirms
that he cannot be involved in the struggle between Foul and his creations.

For my money, I think Donaldson may simply not have realized the
inconsistency behind Troy's existence.

If anyone has any other ideas, I'd be interested in hearing them.

Jeff Okamoto
HP Corporate Computing & Services
(415) 857-6236
okamoto@ranma.corp.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 20:02:53 GMT
From: ohoward@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Todd Howard)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

okamoto@hpcc01.HP.COM (Jeff Okamoto) writes:
>However, what about Hile Troy?  He claims to be from Covenant's world, and
>if true, one would expect him to be bound by the same rules.  However,
>Atiaran dies in her attempt to summon him (yes, she was really trying for
>Covenant, but...).  Why wasn't Troy returned to his world?  And what's
>more, NONE of the Council of Lords or the Loresraat seems to notice this
>discrepancy!
>
>I see a couple of explanations.  The special conditions of Troy's
>summoning may have allowed a permanent switch of the two.  Or Atiaran's
>death may have allowed Troy to "take her place" in the Land.  Convenant
>tries to find out about Troy, but cannot either confirm or deny Troy's
>claimed existence in his world (I wouldn't trust the word of the DoD
>major.  They would be highly protective of the identities of the members
>of a special think tank).
>
>For certain, Troy cannot be a tool of the Creator.  The Creator confirms
>that he cannot be involved in the struggle between Foul and his creations.

You're right, he couldn't have been a _tool_ of the creator, but could the
creator have left Troy to stay in the world _because_ he believed?  After
all, after TC dies, his spirit resides in The Land.  Just throwing ideas
around.

Todd Howard 
INTERNET: ohoward@matt.ksu.ksu.edu
BITNET: ohoward@ksuvm.ksu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 20:43:06 GMT
From: tlynch@tybalt.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

Your possible explanations (which I deleted for space) might work, but I
think that it's possible that the "death of the summoner -> return of the
summoned" concept only works for very specific types of summoning.  Atiaran
was using a then-new piece of the Second Ward for the summoning, remember,
so it's entirely possible that the summoning she hit upon was a more
permanent one.

Then, of course, there's always the possibility that Hile Troy WASN'T
real...  :-)

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 22:03:10 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

Let's try Occam's Axe. Therefore the death of Troy's summoner implies that
he will be going home. Going home does not imply going home immediately. TC
didn't go home instantly, therefore HT doen't have too either. That leaves
us needing an explanation for why HT's delay was so much longer than TC's.
TC wanted to go home much more than did HT. TC did not believe in the Land
and regarded his hallucination of it as a threat to his ability to deal
with the real world. TC wanted out of the Land. HT did not regard the Land
as a threat, in fact he got to see again. HT having become much more
attatched to the Land than TC too much longer to leave it.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 03:16:46 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
> Let's try Occam's Axe. Therefore the death of Troy's summoner implies
> that he will be going home. Going home does not imply going home
> immediately. TC didn't go home instantly, therefore HT doen't have too
> either. That leaves us needing an explanation for why HT's delay was so
> much longer than TC's.

How about:  Hile Troy is *dead* in the real world.

Compare with TC's situation at the end of the 2nd trilogy.

Roger Crew
crew@CS.Stanford.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 05:43:19 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: _In The Red Lord's Reach_ prequel _Born to Exile_

To those who read _In The Red Lords Reach_ by Phyllis Eisenstein, there is
a new book out that is the prequel to this book (written after the Red
Lords).

It's called _Born to Exile_ and it depicts the origins of Aleric's unique
ability to teleport anywhere at will.

I strongly suggest that readers of _In the Red Lords Reach_ buy and read
_Born to Exile_ .  It fills in a number of holes from its sequel and is a
good read as well.

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 02:42:44 GMT
From: schwabe@chopin.udel.edu (Robert Josep Schwabe)
Subject: Lyndon Hardy

I have a question about Lyndon Hardy - the writer of Master of Five Magic,
Secret of Sixth Magic, and Secret of Seven Worlds (yes I know that the last
title name is wrong).  Is he coming out with any new books either as a
sequel or an independent novel?  I really like all three of his books so
far.  So if anyone has any information; would you please post it.  Thanks
in advance.  (Also when is the sequel to Elven Star coming out?)  

Robert J. Schwabe

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 14:26:32 GMT
From: lmd@mbunix.mitre.org (Lynn Dzierzanowski)
Subject: Re: Pern - Anne McCaffrey

For those interested in Fanzines of Anne McCaffrey's Pern series:

I belong to Fort Weyr, a fan club of Anne McCaffrey's Dragonriders of Pern
series. Fort Weyr is a not-for-profit literary organization existing to
promote McCaffrey fandom.  Fort Weyr prints a bi-monthly newsletter called
Harper Beat.  In the newsletter, people create personas and write stories
set in the world of the Dragonrider series but with all new characters.
For information, write:
        
   Fort Weyr
   PO Box 3018
   Center Line, MI 48015-0018

There are also other clubs.  I picked up some flyers at a DRAGONCON,
Atlanta GA in 1989 and I'll list the infomation below:

   Ista Weyr: Members in 38 states, two countries. Publishes Weyr Words,
four issues a year. Located on an alternate Pern where Canth flew Wirenth.
Also interested in other McCaffrey works. For information write: Marilyn
and Harry Alm, 2911 Eton Street, New Orleans, LA 70114. SASEs appreciated.

   Thalos Weyr: Nineth Pass, new weyr in the south. For information: Thalos
Weyr, PO Box 654, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C-2K3.

   Gar Hold and Darriel Council: Publishes Weyrdly Towering, quarterly
newsletter. For information: Victoria A. Smith, 10613 Center St., Fairfax,
VA 22030.

   Segel Weyr: Non-profit organization existing to promote Anne McCaffrey
fandom in the states of NY, NH, VT, ME, MA, NJ & CT. Publishes Far Eastern
Flash (6 issues a year). For information: Eileen Eldred (aka Elitha, Senior
Weyrwoman of Segel), 1 Waddell Ave, Fort Plains, NY 13339.

   High Reaches Weyr: Non-profit social club dedicated to promoting
interest and enthusiasm for Ms. McCaffrey's work. Publishes Seven Spindles
quarterly.  Primarily an online Weyr on Q-link. For information: Laura
Hutchison, 8468 Airman Drive, Robins AFB, GA 31098.

This information may be out of date.  There are other McCaffrey clubs but I
do not have their addresses.  If you contact one of the above, they might
be able to supply you with a complete listing.

Lynn Dzierzanowski
The MITRE Corporation
Burlington Road
Bedford, Ma 01730

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 04:50:51 GMT
From: scott@boa.gatech.edu
Subject: Anne Rice: what's she working on?

Possible minor spoilers for 'The Mummy':

Well, I just finished 'The Mummy, or, Rameses the Damned'.  This won't be a
real spoiler, but some people (my wife, for instance) don't like to know
ANYTHING about a book before they read it, such as the fact that, while
this was a marvelous book, the ending was a rather infuriating lead-in to a
future sequel.  So, my question is, does anyone know what Rice is working
on now?  I must say, I'm equally anxious for either Vampire book 4, or
Mummy book 2!  Did anyone else find it rather cruel that she mostly
finished the story and then spent the last 10 pages building a large set of
loose ends to be dealt with in a future volume?

Anyway, thanks for any info on what we'll see next from Rice.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 05:34:46 GMT
From: mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy)
Subject: _Chase the Morning_ by Rohan

I've been interested in Rohan's work ever since I picked up _The Anvil of
Ice_ when it was first published in England in `86.  I quite enjoyed The
Winter of the World trilogy and have tried to look out for any new works.
One of the Locus reviewers gave _Chase the Morning_ a very good review, so
I decided to be on the lookout for it.  Of course, when I did see a copy, I
had money in my pocket and splurged for the hardback, rather than wait
several months for the paperback.
  I don't regret it at all.
  It's the story of a suddenly frustrated British trade expediter who
decided to visit the docks which so enchanted him as a youngster.  He then
takes a wrong turn and ends up in the Spiral which is filled with
pirates, Wolves, almost-gods and goddesses, tall ships, and vodun.  I was
reminded of Tim Powers' _Strange Tides_ half-way through, because of the
pirates,and the involvement of the vodun, but they're quite different
works.  Rohan could write sequels to _Chase the Morning_ with more
adventures of Steve or other characters in the Spiral but the sequels
aren't necessary.  The book comes to as satisfying an end as did Cherryh's
_Exile's Gate_.  Well, maybe not that *good* an ending.
  I am wondering what brought on the current interest in voodoo by sf/f
authors.  William Gibson's _Neuromancer_ etc., Greg Bear's _Queen of
Angels_, and Power's _Strange Tides_ all contained significant amounts of
voodoo.  What other authors have been including voodoo elements?  I'm just
glad that I'm finally starting to recognize the various gods and
vocabulary.  Go check this book out, if only from the library!

Melita
mkennedy@magnus.ircc.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 14:10:09 GMT
From: work@emily.uvm.edu (Steven S. Work 1st)
Subject: Help! Looking for Tedford

   A few years ago a friend gave me _Timequest Book 1:Rashanyn Dark_ by
William G. Tedford. I am very interested in finding the rest of the trilogy
or any other books by William G. Tedford.

   The publisher was Leisure Books, Norwalk, CT. But seems to have gone out
of business.

   The other two books mentioned in the book are: 
      _Timequest Book 2:Hydrabyss Red_
      _Timequest Book 3:Nemydia Deep_

   If anyone has any information that could help me locate these books (or
others by the same author) I would be grateful. Thanks,

work@emily.uvm.edu
s_work@uvmvax.bitnet
work@griffin.uvm.edu
work@workin.uvm.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Apr 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 113

Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - Archives,
	   Television - Star Trek: The Next Generation (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Apr 91 08:38:18 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   58 star-trek-tng.guide       [current to March 13th]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt              [updated as of March 5]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
*  4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
*  3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

[Note: Due to my computer at home being down for a month, updates to
several files such as the Star Trek episode guide and the convention
listings are delayed.  Sorry for any inconvenience.]

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:27:55 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #97

Two comments and one question concerning the current discussion about how
military Starfleet is.  First, the requirements of running of a large ship
have traditionally been met with an orderly hierarchy of responsibility and
authority, the ranks of which are gained through promotion and other
rewards for effort, such as medals.  In many such hierarchies, recognition
of rank is commonly shown through salutes.  Although the military follows
this pattern, being military isn't a prerequisite for using it, as anyone
who's watched _The Love Boat_ can attest.  This type of organization has
been around for a long time because it works, and I have no trouble
imagining it surviving into 24th-century spacefaring.  Whether the
Enterprise is a warship or a Love Boat (and sometimes I wonder), the use of
rank, uniforms, medals, and salutes is independent.

On the other hand, Wesley just went off to Starfleet Academy in hopes of
one day becoming an officer on a starship.  Officer school definitely says
military school to my mind, and the implication, I think, is that Starfleet
is some future descendant of Westpoint.  Recall how frequently Starfleet
graduates quote battle strategy and history, which they clearly learned at
the academy.  It's not just an aerospace engineering school, and it
provides the best evidence that its graduates are not a civilian corps.

Now, the question: Why does it matter so much whether Starfleet is a
military academy and the Enterprise a military ship?

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 19:53:00 GMT
From: TROGDATA@cwu.bitnet
Subject: STTNG

In response to all the discussion RE:Is Starfleet a military orginization,
I suppose it COULD be a quasimilitary thing like NASA, but that's
stretching it a bit. I didn't see NASA in the Persian Gulf, and the
Enterprise surely seems to be shipped off to wherever her phasers are most
needed. How many times has she been called off of a mission of mercy to
deal with a military type conflict?

Wendy Shaw
TROGDATA@CWU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 17:13:57 GMT
From: JDRAPER@trinity.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #97

There's actually a little more internal consistency here than meets the
eye; Enough hints are dropped throughout the series and movies to prove
that Star Fleet is the FEDERATION's primary military arm. You'll note that
the Klingons retain an "Internal Defense Force" that's armed to the teeth.
Presumably, other member worlds/systems retain a modest force comperable to
a militia in order to handle personal problems (why waste a capital cruiser
on a routine intersystem patrol?). Star Fleet itself makes up the primary
exploration, colonization and defensive force for the Fed, with each member
submitting funds and personnel, sort of like what the U.N. _could_ be
today.

As for the Enterprise-D, yes; it seems to defy this logic. The ST-TNG fans
here at Trinity refer to it as the "Love Boat-D" under CPT Jon-Luc Stubing.
It WOULD be silly to send an oversized research vessel to war with a
thousand civilian dependants on board. This in not necessarily
representitive of the REST of Star Fleet.

You'll notice on innumerable shows that data on planets comes from "our
scouts" (and is always sketchy). Primary scouting duty, neutral zone
patrolling and other straight-military tasks are carried out by no-frills
military vessels i.e. corvettes, destroyers and light cruisers, just like
in a contemporary navy. The original Enterprise was a Heavy Cruiser (with
no dependants). This size of vessel is ideal for single-ship missions,
because its combat power is just shy of a battleship (thus requiring no
escorts) but it's not so slow as to be vulnerable (LIKE a battleship). The
new Enterprise-D is a Galaxy-Class "Cruiser" - type and mission
unspecified. Probably, given the horibbly imbalanced rank-structure
(officer-heavy) on the "D," Gene has decided that Star Fleet has
commissioned a new class of vessel specifically for inter-FED special
missions where actual combat is not expected. Given the sheer size of the
"D", it's perfectly logical to deploy it to troubled areas
_in_times_of_crisis_ _until_regular_Navy_vessels_can_arrive. This gives us
enough justification to allow the ST-TNG scriptwriters to continue on the
way they've been going, while putting to rest the contradiction of a
non-military ship with a non-mil- itary crew in a military organization.

Thoughts, anyone?

Keil Hubert
Trinity University, San Antonio
KHUBERT@TRINITY.BITNET@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 16:05:11 GMT
From: C38871CF@wuvmd.wustl.edu ("Charles H. Franklin")
Subject: RE: Starfleet as Military/Non-Military

A better way of thinking of star fleet is as an organization which is going
through a transition from a military to a non-military force.  Clearly
exploration has always been part of star fleet's mission (to boldly go ...
etc.). But the ranks and weapons and past battles are clear signs of the
military aspect. Now, in Picard's time, people are coming to see star
fleet's role differently. Picard among them wants to see the fleet as
peaceful and explortatory. His diplomatic record is what he is most proud
of.  But others in the fleet have not come around to this point of view.
They still see threats and the need for a military (witness the borg). This
is to be expected in an organization which is in the midst of a transition
from one dominant mission to a different one. Indeed, this would allow a
number of interesting new story lines which could reveal this schism within
the fleet and Picard's role in this transition.

In short, you don't need to have star fleet all one or all the other to be
realistic. Indeed, this uncertain character of the mission can be viewed,
and written, as a natural part of the evolution of the organization.  And
provide interesting new story lines in the process.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 15:33:46 GMT
From: clay@swbatl.sbc.com (Patrick Clay - 529-7760)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

> Is Starfleet not military???

Well, this thread has gone on for a while now, with no real resolution in
sight. Maybe we're asking the wrong question. If Star Fleet isn't a
military organization, then maybe the question should be "is there a
military organization in the Federation?". Maybe the Federation hires out
the Klingons for the military arm in TNG's time? Obviously, there has to be
some sort of defense organization in the Federation! In TOS time, it was
obvious that Star Fleet had a definite military flavor to it.  I would
sincerely doubt that the Federation's galactic view has changed in 80 or so
years to assume that there were no more military threats after peace was
made with the Klingons. After all, the Romulans were still around, and if
the Borg incidents didn't clue them in, I'd say they were at least
incompetent boobs if not idiots! Those of you who say that Star Fleet isn't
at least partially military in intent, what organization does military
related duties in the Federation these days? I can't believe that YOU might
think that there isn't one!? The Borg stated that Picard commanded the most
powerful vessel in the Federation, and I don't know many research ships
these days on par with USS Missouri or Nimitz-class carriers, do you?  Even
in past history, HMS Beagle wasn't exactly on par with say, HMS Victory now
was it? For those of you still believing that Star Fleet isn't around with
military intentions in mind, I pose to you the following problems with your
arguments: If Star Fleet is non-military, there are still many things/
beings left in the galaxy hostile to the Federation, the Enterprise is the
most powerful vessel in Star Fleet, and the Federation is/will be under
attack at any time (Borg and/or Romulans), who is defending the Federation
these days?? A research organization or military organization?

Patrick Clay 
550 Maryville Centre Drive Ste. 400
St. Louis, MO  63141
(314)-529-7760
clay@swbatl

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 03:56:11 GMT
From: jwn727@unhd.unh.edu (Jason W Nyberg)
Subject: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

Concerning Saturday the 23rd's ST/TNG at 7 pm:

   Was it just me or did Data make a reference to "Bussard Collectors"
While preparing to jet a bunch of hydrogen into the "rift?"

I could've sworn I heard it.

(Bussard collectors as referring to Niven's Ramjets)

just curious!

Jason Nyberg

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 05:41:59 GMT
From: ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

jwn727@unhd.unh.edu (Jason W Nyberg) writes:
>Was it just me or did Data make a reference to "Bussard Collectors" While
>preparing to jet a bunch of hydrogen into the "rift?"  (Bussard collectors
>as referring to Niven's Ramjets)

Yeah, I heard it too.  I thought at the time, the Enterprise a Bussard
ramjet?  Nahh, couldn't be, it goes faster than light, right?  Why would
the Enterprise have Bussard collectors?  It doesn't need hydrogen for
anything important, does it?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 16:59:47 GMT
From: doug@eris.berkeley.edu (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

jwn727@unhd.unh.edu (Jason W Nyberg) writes:
>Was it just me or did Data make a reference to "Bussard Collectors" While
>preparing to jet a bunch of hydrogen into the "rift?"

Yes, you heard correctly. I was moderately impressed; somebody there did at
least a little homework. The name fit quite well.

>(Bussard collectors as referring to Niven's Ramjets)

No, no, no! Credit where credit is due: "Bussard collectors" as in "Bussard
Ramjets"! The (real) Nasa scientist who invented the concept of collecting
interstellar hydrogen via magnetic fields and then fusing it for propulsion
was named "Bussard", and Niven (and a zillion other writers) have used his
notion in stories.  So it's named after *him*, not after Niven.

Bussard has also worked on ideas for novel approaches to compact fusion
power plants. I've lost track of him in recent years.

Doug Merritt
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
ucbvax!eris!doug
uunet.uu.net!crossck!dougm

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 07:38:58 GMT
From: U51034@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Re: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) says:
> It doesn't need hydrogen for anything important, does it?

Well I'm not sure if it's canon (I find myself using this disclaimer a lot
as of late) but I believe that the Enterprise's impulse engines and backup
power plants are fusion units.  Also they could be using hydrogen for the
matter part of the MAM (Matter/Anti-Matter) reaction.  That way they would
only have to carry half the fuel.

Choudet "Jake" Khuon
U51034@UICVM.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 10:30:05 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

U51034@uicvm.uic.edu writes:
>ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) says:
>> It doesn't need hydrogen for anything important, does it?

>Well I'm not sure if it's canon (I find myself using this disclaimer a lot
>as of late) but I believe that the Enterprise's impulse engines and backup
>power plants are fusion units.  Also they could be using hydrogen for the
>matter part of the MAM (Matter/Anti-Matter) reaction.  That way they would
>only have to carry half the fuel.

The forward-facing sides of the nacelle supports of the Enterprise as seen
in the ST films consist of a slit that runs the entire length of the
support, and there are some vents along the side.  I saw somewhere that
those were labeled as something like "hydrogen ramjet intakes".

I had always thought of this as a backup sublight propulsion system.  I
like U51034's idea even better, though it seems to me it would be hard
routing any of that hydrogen from the nacelle supports to the impulse
engines.

------------------------------
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Date: Mon, 1 Apr 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia - News from the front

I once read an article by someone (perhaps Mark Leeper in MT-Void?) about
the fact that there was some cosmic entity or entities that held the
universe equally balanced [Good/Evil; Good Luck/Bad Luck; etc.].  I always
thought that this was what accounted for the fact that I seemed to
continually have more than my fair share of bad luck. After all, if I have
more bad luck than normal, then someone else can have more good luck and go
on to become President of the United States, a famous movie star or author,
cure a dreadful disease or in some other way get their names entered into
the Annals of History and achieve fame and fortune while I sit here and
rot.

Recently, several events in my life have driven home to me this theory of
the cosmic balance and I'd like to share those events with you since they
end in an Important Announcement(tm).

For the last several years, I've been sort of extremely depressed for a
number of reasons - I have a dead-end job, a poor love-life (what's that?),
cramped living conditions, poor health (several ilnesses in the past two
years), and seem to be constantly fixing my car, my tv, my vcr, et al.
Last weekend (the 23rd&24th) I spent staring at my dead Sun SLC computer
(the cpu board completely fried itself and it's still dead now as I write
this), while I was sitting on the floor (the chair broke) and bemoaning the
fact that there was nothing on tv to watch (everything was reruns), my vcr
was dead so I couldn't rent tapes (it records but doesn't play), my stereo
was dead (amplifier died after 15 years), my eyes were too swollen to read
books (don't ask) and all I had left to do was wonder what was going to go
wrong next.  I was afraid to open my mail or answer the phone (which rang
every ten minutes from about 10 am to 10 pm both days) and totally dreaded
the thought of taking my car out of the garage to take something to the
shop for repairs for fear that the transmission would fall out or I'd get
into an accident.

The next thing I knew, it was Monday morning and I was on my way to work.
Along the way, I got a flat tire and waited 45 minutes for a repair truck
on the New Jersey Turnpike to change it (I can't do it myself - bad back).
As soon as the truck left, I drove about 5 miles when a second tire blew
and I waited another 45 minutes for the truck to come back.  I got to work
and discovered that three users had been desperately trying to reach me all
weekend because they had a project due by 9 am and they needed assistance,
there were two disk crashes on one machine, a run-away job on another
machine preventing anyone from being able to log in all weekend and a whole
department's computers were all down due to a power failure on the 4th
floor.

So here I was in the midst of all of this cosmically bestowed bad luck when
the phone rang at my desk.  I couldn't very well ignore it as I was sorely
tempted to do fearing that a voice on the other end would tell me my Aunt
Petunia had just died but, I did anyway.

On the other end of the line, a female voice said, "Please hold."  Ok, I
did, I wasn't really up for a conversation with anyone anyway.  A few
moments later, a male voice came on:

Him: "Is this Saul Jaffe at Rutgers University"
Me: "Yes..."
Him: "Are you the same Saul Jaffe that publishes SF-Lovers Digest on the
Arpanet?"
Me: "Yes."
Him: "Please allow me to introduce myself.  I'm Steve Jaffe, CEO of
Paramount Pictures Corporation"

Well, after I picked myself up off the floor, the two of us sat and talked
for a long time (over three hours - hey, HE was paying!!).  Paramount has
apparently been getting SF-Lovers Digest for about 2.5 years
surreptitiously and he, among others, have been extremely grateful for the
opinions and ideas expressed here and extremely amused and interested in
the various interpretations of events and comments about films.

The conversation drifted on to SF films that have been released over the
last couple of years and my views on the successes or failures of recent
films.  He thought that, given my connections with such a large (and vocal)
group of people as the network and the fact that I regularly attend SF
conventions, that I would have lots of information and comments for him
about the way fans feel about films produced in Hollywood (both SF and
others).

The more astute of you may have already picked up on the fact that the two
of us share the same last name.  It didn't escape us either and we
discussed it toward the end of the conversation.  It turns out, after
tracing back a bit, that we are actually cousins, several times removed.
Naturally, the conversation got a bit warmer and friendlier as we discussed
relatives and family history but, I digress.

Friday morning, he called again.  Paramount (like many corporations) is in
the process of a major reorganization.  Steve has, as you may have heard on
the news, just been made CEO about two weeks ago, replacing Frank Mancuso.
He and his executive staff are busily reorganizing internal divisions and
finding ways to increase revenues from their projects as well as cut some
of their major losses.  As a result of their need, and my knowledge (and
possibly the fact that we are related), I have been offered a part-time
position as a consultant for the new SF&Fantasy production division of
Paramount films.

Although the proposed salary is meager and not enough to encourage me to
quit my current job here at Rutgers, there are certain benefits to this new
position.  One is obviously the opportunity to meet and hobnob with big
name producers, directors and stars.  Another is the fact that I am able to
visit the set of any SF&F picture Paramount is filming at any time (at
Paramount's expense) by simply placing one phone call.  I have already been
in touch with the people filming Star Trek VI and I'm scheduled to go out
to California to visit that set next weekend.  I'll tell you what I can
when I return.

Anyway, this means that I will probably have less time than normal to
devote to various projects that I've started in conjunction with the Digest
such as the convention listings and episode guides.  But, I hope that it
will not interfere with production of the digest itself, especially since I
may be able to provide lots of juicy gossip as well as news as a result of
my new position.  But, all in all, I think it's well worth it.  So,
starting in July, start looking for my name on the credits as "Special
Consultant for Paramount Films."

So much for the bad luck.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 21:13:36 GMT
From: FAXCTY@watergate.bitnet (George "I am not a crook" McCarthy)
Subject: Film review

About a year ago, I saw the full, unabridged, nearly four-hour long movie
here in DC. It was playing to a nearly full house around Memorial Day. I
didn't fall asleep but I couldn't quite stay totally awake either.  I just
sort of dozed and my girlfriend had to poke me to wake me up a couple of
times.  I couldn't figure out what was keeping everyone awake.  Certainly
not the plot (I read the book and found it boring and depressing), nor the
acting. The director was at his best, panning the landscape; dwelling on
people smoking pipes, stoking fires and raindrops streaking down the
windowpanes of old country houses.  In short, he sort of stayed away from
sf-type scenes. Why he agreed to do an SF film in the first place is a
mystery to me.

Anway, the decrepit state of the space station, with its early-fifties
space design and plastics is a fitting background to the pessimism of the
story.  It reminds me of a 1976 book I once read which had the same sort of
dystopic vision of the future.  

The idea of a sentient asteroid which communicated in images could have
been turned into exciting footage but the special effects were terrible and
nearly impossible to follow.  The acting was totally wooden with the actors
just barely reading their lines.  All in all, I'd give it a -1 on the -5 to
+5 scale.

George

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 20 Mar 91 16:44:30 EST
From:  040191JK@foghorn.leghorn.army.mil
To: sf-lovers-request
Subject: Can you identify this film?

A friend of mine in So. Cal. recently saw a foreign film that he swears
came from a book he's read.  This film was in Russian, with subtitles.  He
couldn't make out all of the translated title (the subtitles were the
standard white ones, and the background was of snow-covered mountains), but
it was something like "The Mountains of the Moon".

The plot involved Russian explorers in Antarctica (from some university in
Minsk, if that helps).  One of their teams brings back this weird tree they
found preserved in the snow.  The idea is it's prehistoric.  A party goes
out for more, radios back that they've found them, but is forced to stay
put by a storm.  Next day, no word from the party.  A rescue party goes out
after them, finds the camp all torn up, and the men and sled dogs
slaughtered.  They figure one of the men went mad and killed the others, so
two of the rescuers are determined to look for him and bring him to
justice.  (The sort of "relentless pursuer" idea, which my friend really
enjoys in films.)  They follow the sled tracks to a frozen city in a
crevasse.  It turns out that the "trees" are intelligent beings (the old
"frozen alive" idea) who took the missing man back to their city as a
specimen!!  The trees are finally killed by this blobby thing from a pit,
and the two men escape to tell their tale.

Now, I *know* this isn't a Russian remake of "The Thing".  Any other ideas?

Sylvester
040191JK@foghorn.leghorn.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 31 Mar 91 17:01:34 EST
From: DEMOSTHENES@locke.span.nasa.gov
Subject: Upcoming movies

Frank Marshall (of Lucasfilms, Ltd.) was here giving a talk Friday night
and he was talking about new projects that ILM will be doing the
special effects for.  The stuff he talked about included:

   Joel Silver, in conjunction with Alexander and Ilya Salkind, will be
doing a movie tentatively titled - "Return of the Gods" starring the
Justice League from DC comics.  Silver has been trying for several years to
produce a Green Lantern film and I guess he's given up trying and instead
joined with the Salkind's to do a mega-bucks movie.  [Marshall said that
the fx are estimated to run nearly $30 million and if you look at the cast
list that's signed you can figure they've already spent another $50 million
easy making it the most expensive movie to make of all time.  It better be
a *reeeaaall* good movie or else lots of people are going to lose a f***ing
fortune!]

In the movie (script written by Joel Silver), Superman (Chris Reeve),
Batman (Michael Keaton), Flash (John Wesley Schipp), Green Lantern (Joe
Penny), Wonder Woman (Pamela Reed), Aquaman (River Phoenix) and Martian
Manhunter (Patrick Stewart) band together to fight the Greek Titans who've
landed on Earth in a giant spaceship.

The current plot goes something like: Spaceship hovers over Athens, Greece.
After 24 hours, 7 beams of light descend from the ship to different parts
of that country.  Each beam deposits one Titan who begins to destroy
everything Man has created in order to restore Greece (and the world) to
its ancient, pastoral state.  The government of Greece sends out an urgent
message to the people of the world asking for assistance.  Responding to
the request, our seven heroes each confront a different titan.

Superman fights against the Moon-Goddess, Phoebe (Dixie Carter) whose magic
is more than a match for Supes; Flash fights Cronus (Charleton Heston)
whose powers of time control offset Flash's speed; Wonder Woman plays tag
with the Earth-Goddess Gaia (played by Loni Anderson in tights.  Wow!);
Martian Manhunter fights the Sun God Hyperion (Eddie Murphy) which should
be real interesting since MM hates fire and loses his powers;  Green
Lantern (Joe Penny from "Jake and the Fatman") fights Prometheus (Richard
Moll from Night Court); Aquaman fights the Water God Oceanus (James Earl
Jones' voice - body to be done with fx); and last Batman gets to fight
Atlas (Dolph Lundgren) [Geez, I hope it doesn't look like a scene from a
Rocky film!].
 
  The second project that Marshall talked about was the Doctor Who film.
Yes, it's finally a go!!  The company that's producing it (whose name I
can't remember now) has finally found a scriptwriter and a cast.  The only
stuff I remember about the film was that Harry Anderson will play the
Doctor and there'll be a smart-alecky robot cross between R2D2 and K9 whose
voice will be done by Whoopi Goldberg.  Also there'll be an appearance by
the Cybermen and the Master (played by Ben Cross from Dark Shadows).  I
think he said that Douglas Adams had something to do with the script but I
don't remember.  Can anyone else verify this?

  Another film mentioned was the sequel to BLADERUNNER.  Everyone remembers
the controversy surrounding the number of replicants in the first film,
right?  Briefly, six replicants were mentioned but Deckard only tracked
down 5.  People had various concepts of what happened to the sixth
replicant which included guessing that Deckard himself was the sixth.
Well, in the sequel, we find out what really did happen to the sixth
replicant.  Apparently, someone else captured him, used him in some sort
of mind-control experiment, and then sent him to Mars to assist in a
revolution against the government led by a group of rebels.  The part of
the replicant will be played by none other than Arnie Schwarzenegger.  The
title of the movie is to be BLADERUNNER RECALL.

  Another project mentioned, (I didn't catch the whole thing) was something
about a new vampire movie based on Chinese legends of vampires.  I know
that the legends surrounding the Chinese versions are somewhat different
from the more traditional (like Dracula) but I wonder what is going to be
so special about this movie?  The only thing that I remember about the plot
(and the differences between legends) is that Chinese Vampires can't be
easily killed.  Apparently, if you kill them by driving a stake through the
heart, the vampire can regenerate within an hour and be seeking vengeance
against you.

  And the last project he mentioned (I've forgotten others he talked about)
was a movie based on Ender's Game.  They've been trying to talk OSC into
doing the script but he hasn't signed yet.  Apparently they've already
approached Michael J. Fox to play Ender Wiggin.  George Lucas himself is
working on this film and they hope that Spielberg'll direct it.  

  Well, that's it for now.  Got to run.  Bye.

Peter Valentine
DEMOSTHENES@locke.span.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 22:25:18 GMT
From: abw@natchez.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: Star Wars Wizards - Please read

JMJ105@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>I have always wondered about this - at the opening of each of the SW
>movies, they refer to an episode.  Were the screenplays adapted from a
>series, or was the series of books adapted from the screenplays?

Look, let me settle this Star Wars stuff for once and for all.  Regardless
of what you may have heard elsewhere, especially if you are under about 21,
you have probably only seen three of the SW films: Chapters 4, 5, and 6.
These are all that are left of the original 52-part series that was
released in theaters, one a week, during 1977.

Those of us who saw the entire cycle were stunned by the developments in
Chapters 18 through 24, and utterly amazed by the fx in Chapter 44. It is a
real pity that the subsequent legal and financial problems that Lucas had
in 1978 forced him to relinquish the rights to 49 episodes; he was able to
retain title to only 3. In an effort to recoup some of his losses he
re-released Chapter 5 in 1980 and Chapter 6 in 1983.

Addtional squabbling among Lucas' creditors has effectively blocked
attempts to re-release the entire Star Wars Cycle, and has even produced
claims that the three episodes you know about were all that were ever made.

Al B. Wesolowsky
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet

------------------------------
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Date: Tue, 2 Apr 91 08:57:46 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (Saul)
Subject: April

Well, from the mail I've been getting, it seems as if, once again, you all
have been had.  Those of you who are new to the Digest may not be aware
that each year, on April Fool's Day, I produce a "joke" issue of the
digest.  Issue number 114 this year was the annual joke issue.

I'd like to publicly thank Chris Jarocha-Ernst (cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu)
for his assistance in putting together the digest and for contributing the
fake film request that basically describes what could be a film version of
At The Mountains of Madness by H.P. Lovecraft.  I'd also like to thank Al
Wesolowsky (abw@bucrsb.bu.edu) who contributed his funny comments to the
Star Wars discussion.

To set the record straight: most of what you read in that issue is false
except for the part about my computer at home being down.  There is
absolutely *no* relationship between myself and Steve Jaffe of Paramount
Pictures (as far as I know) and I am not starting a new job as a special
consultant for Paramount.  However, if there is anyone from Paramount (or
another studio) out there, and it sounds like a good idea to you, drop me a
line.

And now, back to the regularly scheduled chaos. 

Saul

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 22:04:01 GMT
From: gln@cs.arizona.edu (GaRY NEweLl)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

crew@CS.Stanford.EDU (Roger Crew) writes:
> How about:  Hile Troy is *dead* in the real world.
> Compare with TC's situation at the end of the 2nd trilogy.

That was my feeling when I read the original posting. It seems to me that
TC returns to the 'real world' everytime that he can return to a situation
where he is reasonably safe and sound (banged up at least once but living
none the less.  However, if I remember correctly, Hile Troy is yanked out
of a burning house where he was sure to die - right? Perhaps the rules
don't work if there is no living body to return to.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 18:44:34 GMT
From: rjg@isc.intel.com (Richard Greco)
Subject: Re: Ruby Knight what now

This article contains spoilers for the Ruby Knight.

Actually there is a lot that can be covered in the last book:

   1) Well he does have to make it back and save the queen.  In order to do
      this Sparhawk does need to learn how to speak Troll, something he
      does not know how to do today.  This will limit his effectiveness
      with the rose and will allow the mundane threats to continue to be
      obstacles for awhile.

   2) Look for Adaz to take a personal interest in Sparhawk.

   3) As a condition of the help of the young gods, Sparhawk agreed to
      destroy Bhelliom (sp).  I think that the troll gods will probably
      intervene at this point.

This seems like a book full to me especially since Eddings actually covers
the travel time from place to place.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 06:34:52 GMT
From: wul@sco.com (Wu Liu)
Subject: Re: Ruby Knight what now? (spoiler)


CHRISTO@wehi.dn.mu.oz said:
>It seems to me as if Eddings has left himself with a rather weak
>conclusion.  We see in the second book that Sparhawk and Sephrenia have
>recovered the jewel from the Troll with Flute's help (who is revealed to
>be the immortal child-goddess thingummy (i misremember her name)

Aphaereal, or something like that.

>As I recall, the jewel was supposed to give the bearer unlimited power if
>used in conjunction with the two rings.

It embodied the power of the Troll Gods (it was made by a troll,
remember?).  Undoubtedly powerful, but not unlimited power.  Also, the
rings have to be used to unlock the power, otherwise you have a pretty
jewelled rose that can't do anything.

>Sparhawk and his company only have two foes that I can see.. Martel the
>renegade Pandion and the god Azash. We know that one ring is still with
>the queen so Sparhawk does not have complete power over the jewel.

Actually, Sparhawk has both rings; one is an heirloom of his family's (see
the prologue to _The Ruby Knight_) which he has in his possession at the
beginning of the series.  The other was hidden by King Aldreas, before he
died, in the war spear that Aldreas' ghost gave to Sparhawk at the end of
_The Diamond Throne_.  Now he needs to return to Elenium with both rings
and the rose so that he can heal his queen.

>Surely Martel cannot pose that great a threat now and only Azash is a bit
>of a dark horse. We haven't seen much of him though.

Well, it's pretty certain that Martel and Annias are both pawns of Azash,
and they'll do everything they can to obtain the rose and the rings.  Given
the trend of characters not using powerful magical items in Edding's
writings, I wouldn't be surprised to find out that Sparhawk must fight his
way back to Elenium without using the rose.

>So how will it end? I always thought the recovery of the jewel was all
>that was needed.

Nope.  Sparhawk still has to heal his queen, as well as deal with Azash
and/or whatever agents (Martel, Annias, the Damork, etc.) Azash throws at
him to keep him from accomplishing that task.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 10:52:46 GMT
From: markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Mark A. Lindsay)
Subject: Seeress of Kell (SPOILERS)

   Well, the waiting is over and the series is done.  All in all SoK is a
decent conclusion with only a few flaws.  Personally though, after all the
predictions and long nights pondering prophecy, the end was obvious.  The
aftermath of it all is really the best part.  Now, for those interested or
those who have already read it, the sysnopsi and spoilers after the spoiler
warning. 

***SPOILER WARNING***

Part I -  Kell
	
   The party goes to Kell.  There they make a few interesting discoveries
about the Dals.  They have a "group mind" much like bees and other insects.
This allows them all to have knowledge of the rest of them.  The Dals are a
Highly Advanced race, but have lived in simplicity to avoid being overrun
by the Angaraks in the region.  Cyradis has not yet come to see them, and
the group gets impatient.  Beldin, Polgara and Garion go up a mountain to
find her (in hawk form).  They are nearly smashed into the ground by a
bizarre wind, but use the Orb to recoil it.  Finally, they find where
Cyradis is.  When Toth blocks them, Polgara speaks about it being
preordained and he lets them pass.  With this they complete the "three-fold
quest" - they have found the place of the Book, they endured the elements,
and Polgara spoke the proper words to gain entry.  They go back down with
the Book to Belgarath where they discover the location of the Place Which
Is No More - the High Places of Korim.  They leave Kell for Perivor, an
island near Korim.  Ce'Nedra begins having nightmares.  Finally, she thinks
that Arell is there, and that she has brought her baby back.  She tells
Arell where they are going and what they are doing.  Arell leaves Ce'Nedra
with Geran.  However, Zandramas has taken over her mind and learned of
TPWINM from her and has really left her with a bundle of rags.  Polgara
cures her mind and makes her forget what happened.

Part II - Perivor

   As they approach the island, Cyradis tells Garion and Zakath to put on
armor, and not reveal identities.  They find the island populated by an
isolated population of Arends.  They soon make friends with them, but the
king is counseled by Naradas.  He puts many delays in front of the party by
forcing them into a tournament.  When Garion and Zakath win, they find out
that the tourney was for the honor of slaying the dragon that has ravaged
the island for years.  It is NOT Zandramas, and Zakath, Garion and
Belgarath drive it off.  Belgarath is trying to look at a particular map
that will show the location of TPWINM and their attempts are blocked by
Naradas.  Sadi poisons a spoon and Naradas dies at a celebration banquet.
When the king goes into mourning, they think that they may never see the
map.  Cyradis however, intervenes.  Zandramas is seems has broken a rule by
sending an underling rather than herself trying to find the map.  Cyradis
brings a diviner to speak to Naradas' soul in the King's presence.  Naradas
says he was sent because Zandramas was busy disposing of Agachak, the last
Grolim who could possibly supplant her.  The king, finding out he has been
duped, orders the body buried in a few unconventional ways and supplies the
map to Belgarath.  There is a reef where Korim used to be called the Reef
of Turim.  The name of the reef was changed by the Prophecies to hide it
from Belgarath and Zandramas until this point.  Garion is told by the Light
that he must at some point choose his successor as CoL and he must then
give up the power, but not to do it until he has to to keep it from
Zandramas.  Cyradis says that all the riddles are solved and that the final
deeds must begin.  Finally, the wolf changes into Poledra revealing the
Woman Who Watches to the company (btw, Garion had it figured out).  The cub
is one that a pack had to leave behind - it is not Belgarath's!

Part III - The High Places of Korim 

   Garion and the company get a ship to travel to the reef which is a day
away.  Everyone in the company is expressing the thoughts that they are the
one chosen to die.  Ce'Nedra is told of her part in the Quest to help her
realize that she had a part.  The entire party has nightmares about their
fears and they realize Zandramas is doing it.  Since she was clumsy by
giving all of them nightmares, they put them out of their mind.  They reach
the reef, and Silk finds a cave.  It has pillars on each side of the
entrance and a face of Torak above.  Zandramas has brought a lot of grolims
and a fight begins.  Cyradis stops them by bliding the Grolims with the
same curse that is around Kell.  Zandramas seems up to something and
Cyradis reveals that a Mordja is present within the form of the dragon.
   The King of Hell wants dominion and was using Zandramas as a way to get
to the stones.  She was going to be a reward to the Demon Lords for
"helping."  The dragon is killed by Poledra, Garion, Durnik and Toth who
dies when the dragon bites him.  Cyradis invites the CoL and CoD into the
temple.  Zandramas is now fighting the CoD since it has agreed to abide by
the Choice.  Zandramas doesn't want to and tries to convince Garion to do
so.  Poledra is revealed to be a former CoL at Vo Mimbre and that she has
some power.
   Zandramas, still fighting, tries to approach the Sardion with Geran.
The prophecies won't interfere and Garion struggles on whether to kill his
son.  Ce'Nedra jumps in the way saying Garion must kill her too if he
intends to kill her son.  Garion raises his sword, but Ce'Nedra, apparently
intending this, grabs Geran and runs to Polgara.  Zandramas has revealed
her Choice.  Garion must know make his.  After making a little show of it
to put Zandramas off guard, he chooses Eriond.  Eriond and Geran are bidden
to approach the altar and await the Choice.  Zandramas throws emotional
indecision at Cyradis to keep her from making a Choice.  Cyradis is not
quite ready, and a light begins to form outside.  Cyradis wishes to see to
better make her Choice, and Polgara gives her sight.  Cyradis still seems
confused, and Zandramas claims that by making no choice, she has made a
choice.  The light becomes so intense from outside that it penetrates the
cracks of the temple.  Zandramas tries to claim the Choice for her, but
Cyradis stops her.
   She addresses the CoL and CoD and they agree that all the conditions are
met.  Cyradis chooses.  She chooses Eriond.  The universe lurches, the
light fades.  Geran is returned to his parents and is no longer anything
but a boy - the Dark Prophecy is no more.  Garion takes the Orb and places
it within the Sardion.  The Sardion explodes and the fragments go into
space.  Zandramas' body does the same.  "Point and game," say the Prophecy
from Eriond's lips.
   The company returns to Perivor to celebrate.  Barak, Mandorallen and
others while trying to catch up end up finding them.  While at Perivor, a
peace treaty is signed between all the nations of the world or at least by
representatives of their countries.  The representatives will return to
their kingdoms and present them.  Garion is told by the Light Prophecy that
Eriond is to be the God of the World and the other Gods will depart for
other places soon.  He is told what split the universe - a star died in the
wrong place and ignited a galaxy.  The universe split to protect itself.
The moment of the Choice was the moment when the light from the explosion
reached their world.  Ce'Nedra and Polgara are both revealed to be
pregnant.  Silk and Velvet become engaged.  Cyradis and Zakath do to.
   Garion, Ce'Nedra, Durnik, Polgara, Beldin, Poledra, Belgarath and Geran
return to the Vale.  Geran occupies himself by falling into the stream.
Yarblek and Vella arrive and Vella is sold to Beldin.  They change into a
blue-banded and lavender-banded hawks and fly away.  Garion takes his
family home.

EPILOGUE

   Garion receives a letter from Zakath about the goings on in Angarak.
Eriond, in his typical style, has converted the temples.  Cyradis and
Zakath are married.  Poledra shows up to deliver Ce'Nedra's baby girl that
Garion names Beldaran.  Poledra and Garion leave for the Vale for Pol's
birth.  Pol almost drops a few things when she hears the name of Garion's
daughter.  Durnik, Belgarath and Garion wait outside while the birth is
about to take place.  Polgara is finally going to be a mother after 3000
years.  The Orb begins singing.  A cry is heard from a new baby.  The three
wait a bit and the Orb continues its song.  Another cry joins the first and
the Orb lights blue as they realize that Pol has had twins.  The cottage is
surrounded in the colors of the seven gods and finally a white light bursts
around it.  The Gods have come.
   "Join us," says Eriond.
   "Now it is complete."  UL voice spoke, "ALL is well now."
   The three went down the hill to see yet another miracle.

THE END.

   I really did enjoy the conclusion, but I think Eddings painted himself
into some corners that he never quite got out of.  The reason for Cyradis'
Choice of Light over Dark was not enough to satisfy me.  Seers look at good
and evil differently supposedly, but it seemed more like a runaround
explanation.  The Orb's origin was never quite resolved either.  The force
that split the universe seemed rather contrived.  I was under the
impression from previous books that a person or God did something with
their powers that split the universe.  My biggest complaint though: THEY
NEVER SAY WHETHER POL HAS BOYS OR GIRLS!  What happened to the important
things?  Sheesh.  I was robbed.  :-)
   As I said, all these months of pondering left most of the wonder out of
it.  Eriond was the new god, and Geran was returned without ever touching
the Sardion.  Toth's death, though I predicted someone different, wasn't
particularly moving since his character was never developed.  Zandramas
gained her eyesight.  Basically, 90% of what I expected happened.  I really
think that he gave us too much time to figure it all out.  However, I still
enjoyed it thoroughly.  Well worth the time and money.

markl@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 23:06:25 GMT
From: ST701816@brownvm.brown.edu (Arshad Ahsanuddin)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #104

Actually, with regard to Eddings' latest book, it's already out.  About
SEERESS OF KELL, I bought it in hardback in Waldenbooks on Friday, 3/29. It
was actually quite good and a nice ending to the Belgariad/Mallorean. There
were some new ideas presented about magic and the nature of the Dals which
were intriguing, though there were some other bits of theory and setting
which were ridiculous. Also, there were some things that happened that were
so completely foreshadowed earlier in the book, that right up to the end, I
was waiting to see how he was going to avoid doing something so obvious.
When he actually did manage to do something completely unexpected with
something that was previously expected, it came off brilliantly. On the
whole, it was a good book, and well worth the price of admission. I
recommend it, and I sit back to see what Eddings does with THE SAPPHIRE
ROSE, since THE RUBY KNIGHT came off better than the THE DIAMOND THRONE.
Anyway, I'll quite now, before I get too pompous for my own good. Bye. 

Arshad Ahsanuddin

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 1 Apr 91 04:56:04 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Belgariad/Mallorean/Seeress of Kell

Seeress of Kell.
It's out, I've got it, I've read it.

For those who haven't had a chance to read it yet, I won't post any
spoilers (although there may be some teasers.)

Was it surprising?  Yes and no.  There were many things that were
foreshadowed that turned out as one might have exepected.  One expected and
was presented with new geography, people and places.  Perhaps one should
have been able to foresee (rather than merely guess) the identity of the
Child of Dark, but I doubt that one could have reasonably have done so
without having predicted the nature of the choices that the various key
players had to make.

Real surprises: The final scene (really the final line) with Vella and
Beldin.  The final statement about the nature of Eriond.

Biggest disappointment: The Mallorean gospels indicated that choice between
the two prophecies was closely balanced as to which was good and which was
evil and that determining which was which was very difficult.  The single
greatest failing of the entire work is the failure in any real way to
deliver on this claim.  Since everything is being told from Belgarion's
side we expect him to see his side as good.  However if the choice is as
balanced as claimed, it would have (IMHO) been much stronger to have made
the case that the choice was very closely balanced, and to have done it in
such a way that Belgarion (and the reader) would see it.

Overall perspective on the work: (I don't think "series" is an appropriate
term, since the whole forms a coherent body of work.)  There are a number
of contributors here who have expressed the view that Eddings is no more
than a hack, grinding them out.  It is a little hard to take such
complaints seriously - any popular author will attract such complaints.
The following is simply my analysis:

Characterization: Strong but limited.  A lot of the characterization is
"funny hat" and "sterotype" characterization.  E.g. Silk's twitching nose,
noble brainless mimbrates, etc, etc.  On the other hand there is a lot of
real characterization also, sort of mixed in gratuitously.  When we talk
about characterization there are a lot of aspects.  For example, Dicken's
characters are very sharply drawn, very psychologically real from select
viewpoints, and not very well rooted in the world at all.  Forrester's
Horatio Hornblower is so thoroughly delineated that Parkinson could write a
biography.  In fantasy (and to a lesser extent SF) characterization is
problematical because we are often dealing with archetypes and symbolic
characters.  Compare, for example, Gandalf from LOTR and Belgarath.  Now in
any conventional sense Gandalf is much less clearly characterized.  We do
not know how he grew up (if indeed he grew up at all) or his little likes
and dislikes, anything of his loves and passions (if he had any), etc.
That's as it should be - Gandalf is not human.  Not only that, his role is
larger than life.  At first Belgarath is more clearly characterized.  We
know how he grew up.  He is definitely human (and distinctly
unpretentious.)  We are given (and shown in action) as having any number of
traits.  On a second reading one might be inclined to dismiss these as a
collection of funny hats.  IMHO this is not warranted; we are shown not
merely that he is fond of strong ale, that he is a trifle on the dirty
side, and that he is somewhat irritable, we are also shown bits and pieces
of real character.  In a sense, Belgarath is a very hard character to do,
because he is a human who has a very non-human experience - he has lived
for seven thousand years.

Style: The greatest failing in Edding's style is that his characters sound
too much alike.  They all share the same clever mouth.  One can argue that
they are all too nationally stereotyped.  The most obvious thing about his
style is earthy realism.  Some count this as a strong plus.  Another
feature is that he "does a good read".

Scope: Less than it seems like.  Granted that we have umpteen thousand
years of history, sundry Gods, a multitude of nations with varying
geography and cultures, and so on.  This is a big work, ten volumes, and we
are given a lot of lateral scope [another way of say its one humongous
travelog].  However one really doesn't feel the distance of the past -
there is talk about it but it seldom penetrates.  There are exceptions -
the account in a header of the assassination of the Rivan royal line has an
intensely archaic air that illuminates like a lightning flash the passage
of time.  Too often, thousands of years are tossed about as mere numbers.
Perhaps the greatest weakness in the characterization of Belgarath is that
his archaism is most nominal, a matter of banter and title.  He might as
well be seventy years old as seven thousand.  On the other hand Eddings
does show us an entire world, nations, cities, cultures, religions,
geography, commerce, and all.  Not many writers have actually created an
entire world in this depth of detail.

Philosophy and religion: Disappointing.  Despite the pre-eminence of
religion in the plot the work is secular in tone.  _Seeress of Kell_ is the
only book that anything of what I would call a religious feel to it.

Plotting: Strong.  There are some minor (and debatable) inconsistencies.
We are, after all, looking at a work that sprawls across ten volumes.  It
is a significant achievement that elements that are major plot elements in
a later volume are regularly provided much earlier.  The main plot is, of
course, that tattered staple of fantasy, the quest for the magic kafoozalum
with mystical checkpoints along the way.  Or, rather, it seems that way.
In the Belgariad we actually two stories [but we don't that until the end].
There is the quest for the kafoozalum with the checkpoints very smoothly
integrated.  Then there is the second story immediately following in which
our hero conquers fear and defeats the ultimate evil by moral superiority
and force of arms.  The Mallorean is all checkpoints and no Kafoozalum.
The essential plot is slightly antique; Homer used it to good effect.
However, Joseph Campbell would have us believe that it is always relevant.
I would have been happier if the ending had followed up on Campbell a bit
more thoroughly.

Enduring Quality: Who knows.  Conrad, it's not.  Austen, it's not.  Perhaps
the question is moot; perhaps the future of literacy and literature is
limited to the extent necessary for reading television ads.  My suspicion
is that it won't survive for the long term.  It lacks the mythic qualities
that have given Dracula and Frankenstein immortality.  It lacks the depth
of psychological reality that gives the mainstream novelists their
continuing audience.  Many, I among them, have found B/M to be engrossing
and satisfying.  However I do not see in it qualities that will make it so
across time.  

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh
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Date: 28 Mar 91 18:59:38 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet
Subject: Re: L Ron Hubbard

This posting came through a local discussion list we have here at UL.  I
thought that, in lieu of the fact it was a response to a note from this
list the list should see it too.

Forwarded from James C. DeLotel:

A curious synchronicity: getting a query on Hubbard right after telling you
of my having recorded "Mission Earth" for Talking Books.  Anyway, we called
Bridge Publications at the time we began the recordings to check on correct
pronunciations for some of the characters' names, and in the course of the
conversation they stated that Hubbard was indeed deceased.  Also, in the
highly eulogistic "about the author" section (repeated verbatim in each of
the ten volumes) it is stated that "Mission Earth" was Hubbard's last work,
and that he "left his body", as they put it, with no unfinished
manuscripts.  So anything claimed to be by Hubbard ought to have been
written (although not necessarily published) before his death, which I
think was four or five years ago.

I'm told Hubbard had a reputation for being amazingly quick in finishing a
work.  One story I heard from someone who recorded an expose on his life
said that he wrote longhand, in pencil, and that someone who watched him
writing reported that his eyes would roll up into his head and his hand
would scribble as if by "automatic writing."  The result, while not what
most would call literature, was almost always a sellable, publishable story
with a beginning, middle and end, that would contain at least enough
interest for the readers of the pulp S-F magazines for which he started as
a writer.  (The expose also claimed Hubbard was a ruthless and mentally
disturbed megalomaniac, and the person who recorded this book said Bridge
Publications wouldn't even give them the correct pronunciations for names
of former staff members, once they learned what book it was for which they
were asking!)

Beyond that I don't know much, except to say I've never figured out the
connection, if any, between "Scientology" and "Dianetics," Hubbard's highly
advertised self-help psychology book.  As far as literary quality, I found
"Mission Earth" a maddening mixture of crude, vulgar and offensive "humor"
with occasional flashes of genuine wit and amazing inventiveness,
interspersed with seemingly endless pages of turgid repetition of the same
three or four leering sophomoric "jokes."  What one might expect from a
brilliant but deranged talent.

Finally, I remember a comment published some time after Franz Schubert's
death, that he still seemed to be composing music even though dead.  In
fact, Schubert was an amazingly prolific composer, and a great deal of his
works remained unpublished when he died at age 31.  So the "opus
posthumous" phenomenon is nothing new to the publishing world.  Whether or
not something else might be going on in Hubbard's case I couldn't say.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 15:46:05 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re:  L. Ron Hubbard/Dead or Alive?  (SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #106)

ronin@ronin.sbi.COM (Barry Wright) writes:
>cbbrowne@csi.uottawa.ca (Christopher Browne) writes:
>> Hubbard certainly does seem to be dead. 
>> There has probably been some "ghostwriting" (boy, does that ever take on
>> a new meaning here), particularly with the infamous "Mission Earth"
>> series.  (Let's start a flame war!  Some of those books were REALLY
>> trash!)
>
>No problem with Ron being dead. As fodder for the flame war, however, may
>I suggest that his writing has never indicated a great deal of brain
>activity, period.

Wait.  A flame war?  About whether L. Ron is a good writer?  Come on guys,
let's get serious. You can't have a flame war unless there are two sides to
the argument.  Does anyone ACTUALLY think that Mr. Hubbard was anything
other than a hack?  He could make a living writing SF.  That's why he
started Scientology.  Sure he had a lot of stuff published in the 40's, but
most of the stuff published in pulps back then was written by hacks.

Now, I have to admit, I've only read a little of L. Ron's works.  I read
the first sentence of the Mission Earth series, which goes something like
"Hi!  I'm your friendly PQ45-7 translation computer."  And that was enough
for me.

So in a nut shell, there can't be a war, if nobody from the other side
shows up.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 19:25:31 GMT
From: bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird)
Subject: Re: L. Ron Hubbard/Dead or Alive? (SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #106)

stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S) writes:
>>No problem with Ron being dead. As fodder for the flame war, however, may
>>I suggest that his writing has never indicated a great deal of brain
>>activity, period.
>
>Wait.  A flame war?  About whether L. Ron is a good writer?  Come on guys,
>let's get serious. You can't have a flame war unless there are two sides
>to the argument.  Does anyone ACTUALLY think that Mr. Hubbard was anything
>other than a hack?  He could make a living writing SF.  That's why he
>started Scientology.  Sure he had a lot of stuff published in the 40's,
>but most of the stuff published in pulps back then was written by hacks.
>
>Now, I have to admit, I've only read a little of L. Ron's works.  I read
>the first sentence of the Mission Earth series, which goes something like
>"Hi!  I'm your friendly PQ45-7 translation computer."  And that was enough
>for me.
>
>So in a nut shell, there can't be a war, if nobody from the other side
>shows up.

Sigh. I suppose I'd better show up then. This may strike you as strange,
because I'm a fan of thoughtful writers like Greg Bear, Gregory Benford,
Tom Deitz, Gene Wolfe, Dave Wolverton, David Zindell, etc., but I found L.
Ron Hubbard's Battlefield Earth to be a tolerably good story and his
Mission Earth series to be fairly good as far as I got (about the fourth
book).

The Mission Earth series is written in an attempt to be humorous, and it is
accomplished in an interesting way. L. Ron Hubbard builds sympathy for the
"bad guy" by telling the story from his point of view. In my opinion, this
strategy worked for him. I don't claim that the book was eloquently written
by an obvious master of the English language, but it was entertaining, and
I'd say, worth the read. I even bought the first four in hard cover. After
reading a book I don't toss it through an analyzer to determine if the
language was appropriate to my level of education, or look for flaws in the
plot. I simply relax in a chair, think about the book a bit, and if I like
it, I like it.

L. Ron Hubbard, himself, is an interesting character. We received a flyer,
way back when, announcing his death, which had some Scientology information
in it. It was interesting to read. I believe that I have heard L. Ron
Hubbard quoted as saying something like (I'm paraphrasing, of course)
inventing your own religion would be an excellent way to get rich.
Apparently he decided to give it a try. I went out and bought (yes, that's
right, bought) a copy of Dianetics. I found it interesting, although a lot
of it seemed borrowed and I didn't buy much beyond his initial engram
theory which was really more like a restatement of the effects of
environment on personality.

Shawn L. Baird
bairds@eecs.ee.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 05:14:12 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland)
Subject: L. Neil Smith, what's become?

   Could someone drop me a note (I don't regularly follow this group) and
tell me what's become of L. Neil Smith.  I've seen nothing new from him for
a while, and _Locus_' preview of new books for the rest of the year has
nothing from him.  Still writing?

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 02:24:39 GMT
From: jhreiher@happy.colorado.edu ('ANIMAL')
Subject: Re: L. Neil Smith, what's become?

chuck@mrcnext.uiuc.edu (Charles Bridgeland) writes:
> Could someone drop me a note (I don't regularly follow this group) and
> tell me what's become of L. Neil Smith.  I've seen nothing new from him
> for a while, and _Locus_' preview of new books for the rest of the year
> has nothing from him.  Still writing?

Well, I attended a reading of his, where he read a chapter from the third
book of his C%C series. He claims that the publisher, Popular Library, a
subsidiary of Warner Books, forfeited on their contract for the trilogy,
and dropped the last book. He said that the high muckity-mucks of Warner
didn't want his libertarian sh*t being published and destroying
*America*As*We*Know*It.

Now while I'm a libertarian myself, I feel that L. Neil Smith sounds a bit
paranoid, but, I haven't the info to make a decision either way. He was
talking about going the self-publish route with any further works of his
and other libertarian writers.

John H. Reiher Jr.
John.H..Reiher@Happy.colorado.edu
JHREIHER@happy.colorado.edu
JHREIHER@COLOSPGS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 18:24:23 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: L. Neil Smith, what's become?

jhreiher@happy.colorado.edu writes:
>Well, I attended a reading of his, where he read a chapter from the third
>book of his C%C series. He claims that the publisher, Popular Library, a
>subsidiary of Warner Books, forfeited on their contract for the trilogy,
>and dropped the last book. He said that the high muckity-mucks of Warner
>didn't want his libertarian sh*t being published and destroying
>*America*As*We*Know*It.

Actually, I thought the C%C books were tripe, heavily coated by libertarian
propaganda.  It's fine in the Confederacy, but this just had too many Reds
under the bed (and I, too, am a Libertarian).  Probably the publishers
didn't want to throw good money after bad.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Eisenstein & Russell & Slonczewski (2 msgs) &
                   Request Answers (2 msgs) & Whispers Press &
                   Requests (2 msgs) & Post-Nuclear SF (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 10:05:34 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Subject: Re: _In The Red Lord's Reach_ prequel _Born to Exile_

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>To those who read _In The Red Lords Reach_ by Phyllis Eisenstein, there is
>a new book out that is the prequel to this book (written after the Red
>Lords).
>
>It's called _Born to Exile_ and it depicts the origins of Aleric's unique
>ability to teleport anywhere at will.

I think you're mistaken here. At least, _Born to Exile_ was the first
Eisenstein book I read, and that must have been 8 or 10 years before _In
The Red Lords Reach_ was published. Try checking the copyright dates (and
I'll do the same when I get home).

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 01:06:58 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: _The_Initiate_Brother_ by Sean Russell

Just picked this up on a whim, and was getting into it, when it chopped off
practically in mid-sentence.  Nowhere on the cover, the blurb, the
dedication, NOWHERE was it even hinted that this was the start of a longer
work.  I even wondered semi-seriously whether my copy had had a few dozen
pages chopped, but there is too much still to resolve for this to be
likely.

This *really*, I mean *REALLY* steams me.  Normally I'm not caught by this,
because normally (not being spoiler sensitive) I read the last few pages
before buying (after all, it's not the destination but the journey).  But
boy did I get caught by this one.  Beware.

On the other hand, I *did* get truely caught; I'm hooked.  So does anybody
out there know anything more about Sean Russell, or when/if more of the
story will be available?

( Pardon me if this has already been discussed.  If so, I missed it. )

Wayne Throop
...!mcnc!dg-rtp!sheol!throopw

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 23:33:20 GMT
From: MCCULLY@sncac.snc.edu
Subject: _A Door Into Ocean_

I recently read Joan Slonczewski's novel _A Door Into Ocean_.  I really
loved it and have been recommending it to all my friends.  It had such
great characterizations, especially Merwen as a futuristic Gandhi.  But I
was left with a few questions.

*SPOILER QUESTIONS*

1. I'm not sure I completely understood the role of whitetrance in the
Sharers' nonviolent lifestyle.  It was obviously a powerful witness against
someone who had offended, since it involved nonspeaking *and* making
oneself totally vulnerable to being killed by that person, demonstrating an
underlying trust and desire for reconciliation.  But the effects were not
just on the offender; it also seemed to help the practitioner herself stay
committed to nonviolence, perhaps by enabling her to see the offensive
incident in relation to all her life's events while in the trance state,
thus revealing the incident's relative insignificance compared to the
overall goodness of life on Shora.  But I'm speculating; any comments? And
was Slonczewski implying that those who are interested today in nonviolence
should learn this technique?

2. A friend said she felt the Sharers had not won by the end of the novel,
but had just received a 10-year reprieve.  Comments?

3. Has Slonczewski written anything else besides this novel and _Still
Forms on Foxfield_?

Thanks.

Mike McCully
mccully@sncac.snc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 11:24:53 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: _A Door Into Ocean_

I saw whitetrance as the ulimate way of passive resistance, and withdrawal
from an overwhelming concept. (Violence was an overwhelming concept to them
too).  The withdrawal allowed them to objectively meditate on a concept
with no interference.  Trust was a big part of it too.  I saw it as the
ultimate expression of Ghandi and Martin Luther King's philosophies on
pacifism and resistance.

Wall Around Eden is the most recent book by her, which is the book that
attracted me to her as an author ( I haven't read it yet, but saw the book
jacket description) and it is about post-nuclear society to cross thread.
It deals with a small town isolated from the complete destruction of human
life on earth by aliens.  It has Quakers in it too, yet another pacifisitc
group.

Does Still Forms have pacifists too?  And is everyone just discovering her
as an author?  She seems to be a major one for how unknown she is. I
haven't met anyone who has read anything by her who hasn't liked her stuff.
After Door, all I could say was "wow"

Door does leave lots of room for a sequel, which I wouldn't mind at all.

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 23:38:55 GMT
From: wedekind@parc.xerox.com (Jerry Wedekind)
Subject: Re: Looking for book involving god insurance

Ah, yes.  The old "god insurance" book.  It's "Catastrophe's Spell" by
Mayer Alan Brenner.  There is also an excellent sequel that answers some
questions while raising others called "Spell of Intrigue".  Any book where
the main character is called "Maximilian the Slightly Disreputable" can't
be all bad.  The author is working on the sequel even as I type.

John

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 00:20:46 GMT
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet (Richard S. Smith)
Subject: Post-Nuclear SF

mwauford@utkux1.utk.edu (Melissa Wauford) writes:
> A year or so ago I read a novel by an author I had never heard of.  It
> was a hardcover first novel, I believe.  The storyline was that a jazz
> musician survived the destruction of the world because he was at a
> recording session in a deep concrete bunker at the time.  Even so, all
> the other folks there with him died.  He eventually gets out of the
> studio and goes crazy for a while, then finds other people and later
> crosses the country to find a place to start over.

You are referring to _Time Capsule_ by Mitch Berman.  This is the only
post-nuke SF book I have ever read, and I loved it.  This is NOT hard SF,
there are no B-1's, no mention of EMP, or anything like that.  The author
uses a very personal, quirky style to bring the human aspects of his story
home, and does quite well.

I would be interested in starting a *minor* discussion of SF books that
deal with Post-Nuclear scenarios.  Short lists of recommended books would
be appreciated.  In particular, has anyone read _The Postman_ by David
Brin?  I've liked his other stuff (e.g. _Earth_), and would like to know if
this one's worth reading.

Thanks in advance.

Richard Smith
rss@calstate

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 02:25:00 GMT
From: CILIBERT@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu ("Jon Ciliberto::")
Subject: Whispers Press

I just received a list of special items for sale from The Whispers Press.
A new Whispers magazine is planned for the summer, which will feature
Lucius Shepard, among others.  The items in the list are pieces for
collectors, being autographed items, manuscripts, letters, original
artwork, etc.  While a goodly portion of it is Horror related (especially
Lovecraft), there is quite a bit of very nice SF stuff, from Asimov,
Bradbury, and H.G.Wells These are collector's pieces, and while there are
many that are under $75, there are also quite a few that are, er, rather
pricy.  In any case, there is a bundle of one-of-a-kind finds.  For those
interested, a SASE to the following will do the trick:

   Stuart David Schiff
   Whispers Press
   70 Highland Avenue
   Binghamton, NY  13905

N.B. I'm not associated with Whispers Press in any way, other than as a
very satisfied customer, who'd like for so fine a product as Whispers
magazine to continue.  (i.e., support small press!)

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 02:25:49 GMT
From: YSCS1632@vm1.yorku.ca
Subject: Short Story ID Request

I wonder if anyone can help with this?

Around 1983 there was a series of stories in F&SF based on a female
scientist who was a vampire.  In one story she met up with a male vampire
from the 1800's who was a medic in some European war.  I think they fell in
love.  She went back to his time to help him tend the wounded and taught
him blood typing.  All vampire characters had names starting with the
letter "V".  The author was female, and I think she died before the whole
series had been published.

Many thanks in advance!

Wanda Chu
ysma1115@vm1.yorku.ca
yscs1632@vm1.yorku.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 07:39:06 GMT
From: kibo@nuge107.its.rpi.edu (James 'Kibo' Parry)
Subject: Who is "Manly Banister"?

   I have before me "Conquest of Earth", a 1957 pulp novel (a really lame
and juvenile one, at that).  Here's the back-cover blurb, which I think
sums it up well:

  Earth's elusive masters tolerated only one planet-wide
  organization--the Scarlet Order of Men.  Only the most favored
  of the People could enter the Institute, as children, to undergo
  rigorous training.  Those unfit for the Order became Blue
  Brethren, servants and guides of the People, aiding and
  instructing them as loyal members of society, under the rule of
  the benevolent Trisz.

   The author's name is given as "MANLY BANISTER", which I would assume is
a pseudonym given its sillyness and machoness.  Does anyone know who Manly
Banister is/was?  I'm wondering if he was a 'real' writer who was also
writing these juveniles.

James Parry
132 Beacon St. #213
Boston, MA 02116
(617) 262-3922
kibo@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 13:32:48 GMT
From: aep@world.std.com (Andrew E Page)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

    Given the changing world climate, now is probably a good time to talk
about Post-Nuclear SF, before it becomes a memory.  I however will look
forward to the day when I explain to my children/grand-children why people
wrote about such things.
   We should never forget the feelings of fear not so long ago as 1985 that
our world was in constant peril of such a war.
    We are certainly not out of the woods, but we may be heading to the
right direction at least.  We probably have an even great need now than
ever before for nuclear caution, but the most dangerous point of getting
out of a hole is when your hands reach the lip.

Andrew E. Page
Concepts Engineering

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 19:21:16 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

  There's another way in which we're deeper in the woods than ever - the
risk of a Little War, say a total of 100 megatons if none of the Big Three
gets into it and 1000 if we do.  I think I've seen several such scenarios
(e.g. _Door into Summer_), but none since the side effects of nukes began
to be explored: they were used more as background flavor.
  Can anybody provide recent examples, maybe ones that take into account
more of the aftereffects of nuclear war?

Tom Hyer

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 23:04:40 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

   Well, it seems that there are more books out there which deal with the
aftermath of a limited engagement, rather than an all-out attempt to
destroy a country with nuclear weapons. Examples of this are the _Systemic
Shock_ trilogy by Dean Ing, and _Trader's World_ by Charles Sheffield. Both
deal with a world which is changed, but doesn't glow in the dark. That
seems a more common theme, based on my limited experience.
   Is there some sort of pattern here? Older books like _The Chrysalids_
tended to deal with an all-out nuclear exchange, but the more recent books
seem to be based on little skirmishes, perhaps started accidentally.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 22:52:10 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Postman (was re: Post-Nuclear SF)

RSS@calstate.BITNET (Richard S. Smith) says:
>I would be interested in starting a *minor* discussion of SF books that
>deal with Post-Nuclear scenarios.  Short lists of recommended books would
>be appreciated.  In particular, has anyone read _The Postman_ by David
>Brin?  I've liked his other stuff (e.g. _Earth_), and would like to know
>if this one's worth reading.

_The Postman_ is brilliant. It is as well written as _Startide Rising_.  I
found that I couldn't put it down. The characters are relatively deep and
the plot captivating. It gets a little farfetched with its use of 'bionics'
but I could deal with that. I think most people don't try it because the
title is not exactly grabbing and the back cover sells the book short. Read
it.

There's a post WW4 trilogy by Dean Ing (I think). _Systemic Shock_, _Single
Combat_, and _Wild Country_. These are relatively raw; I don't think of Ing
is a stylistic master. But they are good. They detail the life of a kid
(Ted Quantrill?) who grew up during/after the war and became a government
killer. I think they might be out of print, but most used book stores will
have them.

Also _Alas Babylon_ by Pat Frank (?) is a classic, although most stores put
it under fiction, not sf.

I think either Ing or Phil Dick wrote a post apocalypse book about a man
and his cheetah. I can't remember its name. Can anyone else?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 05:04:50 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Ing (was Re: Postman (was re: Post-Nuclear SF))

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
> There's a post WW4 trilogy by Dean Ing (I think). _Systemic Shock_,
> _Single Combat_, and _Wild Country_. These are relatively raw; I don't
> think of Ing is a stylistic master. But they are good. They detail the
> life of a kid (Ted Quantrill?) who grew up during/after the war and
> became a government killer. I think they might be out of print, but most
> used book stores will have them.

IMHO, the Quantrill trilogy was tremendous, though I think a lot of my
reaction was due to the meshing of Ing's projection of who would come out
on top in the US after *the* war with the politics of my hometown. Before
reading the series, however, you might want to read Hackett's et al. THIRD
WORLD WAR: AUGUST 1985 first. Whie reading SYSTEMIC SHOCK way back when, I
decided that Ing was using the Hackett book for background. Anybody else
get the same impression?

> I think either Ing or Phil Dick wrote a post apocalypse book about a man
> and his cheetah. I can't remember its name. Can anyone else?

The book is by Ing, but the title escapes me at the moment. The story is
pretty short as the last half of the book is a information on how to make
nuclear war survival materials out of household material. I.e., how to make
a radiation detector, an air pump, etc. I think some of this, if not all,
was reprinted in Ing's CHERNOBYL SYNDROME.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892, Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 18:42:18 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

RSS@calstate.BITNET (Richard S. Smith) writes:
>I would be interested in starting a *minor* discussion of SF books that
>deal with Post-Nuclear scenarios.  Short lists of recommended books would
>be appreciated.  In particular, has anyone read _The Postman_ by David
>Brin?  I've liked his other stuff (e.g. _Earth_), and would like to know
>if this one's worth reading.

Brin hasn't written a book yet that wasn't worth reading.  "The Postman" is
excellent and is tied with "Emergence" by David R. Palmer and "Davy" by
Edgar Pangborn as the best post-holocaust novels ever written.  In my own
arrogant opinion, of course.

But then again, maybe the reason I like "The Postman" is that I really
dislike most of the Survivalist assholes I've met.  Oops, redundant.  I've
never met a Survivalist who wasn't an asshole.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 06:39:26 GMT
From: awessels@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Wessels)
Subject: Re: Postman (was re: Post-Nuclear SF)

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
>I think either Ing or Phil Dick wrote a post apocalypse book about a man
>and his cheetah. I can't remember its name. Can anyone else?

You might be thinking of the leopard in Time Storm, by Gordon Dickson.  (On
the other hand, I keep thinking Ing has a cheetah in his post-nuke story
that has the nuclear war survival info at the end.  Grr.  I hate not owning
all the books I've ever read.)

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 11:23:15 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: post-holocaustal SF

I prefer the term post-holocaust, meaning that anything could happen to
disrupt/traumatize the entire world.  This is the type of SF that I
specialize in, and these books were off the top of my head, with lots more
to come:

Heiro's Journey and its sequel
Warday
Pandora's genes and sequel
Ariel
Cloud Warrior and sequels

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

			Films - Star Wars (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 07:34:14 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS ---- MUST ASK!!

sbishop@desire.wright.edu writes:
> NO you are not going crazy.  In fact, the original movie was a
> 'standalone' movie and the original idea was somewhat different than what
> actually made it on the screen.  When the studio realized they had a
> tremendous gold mine in it they immediately started talking sequel.
> Lucas did pattern it somewhat after the movie serials of his childhood,
> like Buck Rogers.

While the original idea may have been different from what made it to the
screen, there is no question that _Star Wars_ was intended as part of a
larger sequence of movies. Damning evidence for this is the powerful and
obvious allegory of _Star Wars_ for the legend of King Arthur. _Star Wars_
skipped huge portions of this story: how Arthur/Mordred (Darth Vader)
became the bad guy, Mordred/Arthur's (Luke's) attack on his father, the
search for the Holy Grail, the decline of the round table, etc.

_The Empire Strikes Back_ and _Return of the Jedi_ gave us the fall (and
redemption) of Arthur/Mordred, the revelation of Mordred/Arthur's relation
to Morgana (Leia), the defeat of the Roman Empire (the Emperor). But much
remains untold both before Arthur's reign and after.  The circumstances of
Merlin's (Obi-Wan's) first sword-gift to Arthur/Mordred, Igraine and the
birth of Morgana, the construction of a new order of government in Britain
after the Empire's defeat, etc.  These are important details that will
hopefully be addressed in future movies in the saga, for saga it certainly
is.

Lucas has been strongly influenced by Arthurian legend, and it is pretty
clear he set out to portray a version of the entire story right from the
start.

One thing that was toned down is the conflict between Lancelot (Han Solo)
and Arthur over Guinevere, who has been fused with Morgana.  The conflict
was nullified by the fusion of the female roles. This might have added good
drama to the story, but Lucas chose to drop it. I wonder about this.

Jefferson Ogata        	        
University Of Maryland
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 11:41:14 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS ---- MUST ASK!!

In addition to the Arthurian influences, I read somewhere before that he
was influenced by Jack Kirby's New Gods comics when they were first out.
 Does anyone know of this for sure?  Is the plot so generic that we could
apply any classic story/myth to it?

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 14:03:06 GMT
From: scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS ---- MUST ASK!!

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
>[discussion of Arthurian elements in the "Star Wars" saga]
>One thing that was toned down is the conflict between Lancelot [Han Solo]
>and Arthur [Luke] over Guinevere [Leia], who has been fused with Morgana.
>The conflict was nullified by the fusion of the female roles. This might
>have added good drama to the story, but Lucas chose to drop it. I wonder
>about this.

Ah, but you've forgotten two very important rules of science fiction film
making:

Rule #14: never make a science fiction film with more than ONE
          lead female character.

Rule #15: if you want your film to be a huge success, the lone female lead
          should be played by either Carrie Fisher or Sigourney Weaver.

(and, for good measure:
Rule #15b: any role for Sigourney must include, at some point in the film,
           her character removing nearly all of her clothes for no
           apparent reason.)

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 22:49:29 GMT
From: cl223733@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Re: Star Wars Wizards - Please read

JMJ105@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
> I have always wondered about this - at the opening of each of the SW
> movies, they refer to an episode.  Were the screenplays adapted from a
> series, or was the series of books adapted from the screenplays?

The Star Wars trilogy of novels were definitely, positively, absolutely,
adapted from the screenplays.  George Lucas had always wanted to make
movies, not write novels.  He had envisioned a series of nine movies, but
started in the middle because he wanted the audience to "grow up", so to
speak, with Luke.  He wanted us to discover his universe along with the
fledgling Jedi.

The series of Han Solo and Lando Calrissian novels, as well as _Splinter of
the Mind's Eye_, were all written by other authors, and have no real
bearing on any of the movies.

Bruce Crawford
William F. Ekstrom Library
cl223733@ulkyvx.bitnet
bmcraw01@ulkyvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 20:44:03 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS ---- MUST ASK!!

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
>[discussion of Arthurian elements in the "Star Wars" saga]
>One thing that was toned down is the conflict between Lancelot [Han Solo]
>and Arthur [Luke] over Guinevere [Leia], who has been fused with Morgana.
>The conflict was nullified by the fusion of the female roles. This might
>have added good drama to the story, but Lucas chose to drop it. I wonder
>about this.

Except that Leia really doesn't have any great resemblance to Morgana
except for being the sister of one of the two male leads, nor is she like
Guinevere, sworn to one and deserting him for the other.  There could have
been a parallel to Siegmund and Sieglinde of the Ring cycle had things gone
differently between her and Luke of course.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 16:19:33 GMT
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney) writes:
> The second trilogy consisted of 'A New Hope','Splinter of the Minds Eye'
> and 'The Empire Strikes Back/Revenge of the Jedi'.
>
> SoTME was meant to be the second film in the series, followed by a film
>which turned in the end into two (TESB/ROTJ), which was much different
>from the ones seen.

I have always been under the impression that SPLINTER and EMPIRE/REVENGE
were "separate branches" of the Star Wars tree.  I have heard that Lucas
said that SPLINTER was intended as the second movie, IF "Star Wars" had
only moderate success.  It would have had a relatively low budget, minimal
F/X, and it would have been easy to sell to Fox.  EMPIRE became the path
for the series once it was apparent that they had a blockbuster.  It seems
impossible that the SPLINTER and EMPIRE storylines could ever mesh, as
SPLINTER developed a romantic relationship between Luke and Leia.

SPLINTER must have existed before the theatrical release of "Star Wars," or
those rumors of Alan Dean Foster being the actual author of "A New Hope"
would not persist.

Another question that has never been answered to my satisfaction: When
Lucas and Co. went to Yuma, Arizona, to film the desert scenes from "Return
of the Jedi," the labels on all of the equipment had the title "Blue
Harvest" printed on them.  Now, this might have been done to fool the
locals and discourage crowds from showing up on location, but they used the
STAR WARS typeface.  And you sure couldn't stop a rumor that Lucas,
Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamil and Billy Dee Williams were in
town.  Does anyone in netland know the origin/meaning of "Blue Harvest?"

Curt Wiederhoeft

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 17:00:31 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Mark Dickson)
Subject: Star Wars

Re: the episode names at the beginning of the existing films

I had heard that, just as with the Indiana Jones movies, Spielberg and
Lucas were interested in recapturing the flavor of the bygone era when
adventure movies of this sort were serialized and shown each week at the
neighborhood theater. That would suggest the "episode numbers" in the
beginning only were to impart that flavor, NOT to suggest that NINE more
movies were, or should be, expected to come out. However, considering that
all three installments of the trilogy rank in the Top Ten All Time Box
Office Money Earners, the POTENTIAL for another series of trilogies to be
financially successful (especially in a Hollywood where sequels to
successful formulas are more popular than original ideas) seems a foregone
conclusion.

Nevertheless, I've also heard that Lucas announced that, after Empire, he
intended to film the whole mess. So, I guess, we'll never know the whole
truth. And, yes, if they come out, I will see them. However, I might be
forced to wait until they come out on video. Movie ticket costs these days
are much too high for parents like myself to arrange for babysitters,
dinner out and the whole nine yards OR to pay for three or four full price
tix so the whole family can afford to "go to the movies". Damn few films
deserve that much revenue from my entire family.

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 20:26:47 GMT
From: danac@sgi.com (Dana Crom)
Subject: Re: Star Wars

MFDICK01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Mark Dickson) writes:
>I had heard that, just as with the Indiana Jones movies, Spielberg and
>Lucas were interested in recapturing the flavor of the bygone era when
>adventure movies of this sort were serialized and shown each week at the
>neighborhood theater. That would suggest the "episode numbers" in the
>beginning only were to impart that flavor, NOT to suggest that NINE more
>movies were, or should be, expected to come out. However, considering
...
>Nevertheless, I've also heard that Lucas announced that, after Empire, he
>intended to film the whole mess. So, I guess, we'll never know the whole
>truth. And, yes, if they come out, I will see them. However, I might

A few months back SGI had a speaker from Industrial Light & Magic (he was
showing a film of some of the neat special effects they do with our
workstations - plug, plug ;-)).

Several of us asked him about future Star Wars films - he refused to be
pinned down, but said that one of the main reasons that more have not been
made is that the special effects Spielberg wants are too bloomin'
expensive.  Apparently, he wants to REALLY outdo the first trilogy.

He also said that once the price/performance ratio of computer special
effects reaches a low enough level, they would probably start on the next
trilogy. Don't know if it's true, but sure gives us great incentive to
enhance our products, doesn't it?

Dana Crom
Silicon Graphics, Inc.
danac@morc.asd.sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 21:21:34 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet
Subject: Star Wars

>>  2) That there will be filming starting in '92 on the next trilogy in
>>     the series.

    I read in the newspaper (and therefore must be true ;) ) that Lucas was
planning to start production in a few years with a release date in '96 or
'97.  I'm betting on '97 since that would be the 20th anniversary of Star
Wars.

>There are supposedly a total of 12 chapters to the Star Wars saga, of
>which we have seen only 3.  I have heard confirmed that Lucas does want to
>make at least 9 chapters.  The last 3 I have only heard of as being ideas
>written down.  The first 9 are supposed to be written down somewhere in
>script form, all set to go (which means that hopefully they will get
>released in one form or another eventually).  

    I've never heard that they are 12 chapter.  The general rumor is 9
chapters.  I doubt VERY much that Lucas has any of the other films in
script form.  It takes a great deal of effort to actually write a script.
By the time he finished making changes to the story during the making of
episode 1, the script for episode 2 would need major revamping.  It's far
more likely that he has a detailed outline for each story, and notebooks
full of notes.  It's much easier to scribble out a note than it is to
rewrite an entire script.

Remember, I'm taking bets for a '97 release  8)

David R. Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
BITNET: DSS1 at Utahlib

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 19:27:12 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Star Wars

ternent@WKUVX1 (John Ternent) writes:
>I read somewhere that the first trilogy had to do with the War in which
>the Jedi originally fought and the Emperor overthrew the Republic. Anyone
>confirm this?

The following reply is actually being written by a friend of mine who does
not have an account.  If you want to flame, tough luck.  Take it Brad.

The first trilogy at first deals with the Clone Wars. The main character of
this trilogy is Ben Kenobi, Just like Luke SkyWalker is in the second
trilogy. The clone wars is unrelated, as far as I know, to the fall of the
Republic. THe third movie of the Star WArs trilogy deals with the fall of
the Republic, which is after the clone Wars. IN the third movie, Anakin
Skywalker bcomes Darth Vader. Also, Luke and Leia are born from Lady
Arcadia and taken away from her and brought to Ben Kenobi's brother who
lives on Tatooine (Owen Lars) and Ben's friend Bail Organa, a Senator of
the Old republic who is also the leader of the planet Alderaan. The
Republic survived the Clone Wars, but was taken over by Senator Palpatine
who became the President and thus systematically converted the old Republic
into the Empire. This never would have happened had the old Republic not
been so corrupt. Senator Palpatine delved deep into the ways of the Dark
side of the force and became physically deformed.  It is he that we know as
the Emperor in the second trilogy.

I don't claim absolute validity to the truth of these statements, but as
far as I can tell, it's pretty acurate.

Bye.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 15:52:05 GMT
From: hunt@oils.enet.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
> I have always been under the impression that SPLINTER and EMPIRE/REVENGE
> were "separate branches" of the Star Wars tree.  I have heard that Lucas
> said that SPLINTER was intended as the second movie, IF "Star Wars" had
> only moderate success.  It would have had a relatively low budget,
> minimal F/X, and it would have been easy to sell to Fox.  EMPIRE became
> the path for the series once it was apparent that they had a blockbuster.
> It seems impossible that the SPLINTER and EMPIRE storylines could ever
> mesh, as SPLINTER developed a romantic relationship between Luke and
> Leia.

   An interesting aside to this was a comment made by one of the cast
members (Carrie Fisher, I think) in a TV special made post-Star-Wars but
very much pre-Empire. When asked if there would be a sequel, they that
writing was under way, involving a "swamp planet" and "maybe an ice
planet".

   The interesting point is that Splinter of the Mind's Eye takes place
almost entirely on a swamp planet. One wonders whether the initial drafts
of Empire were based on the story of Splinter. (Or, perhaps Splinter was
conceived from VERY embryonic ideas of Empire's story).

   As for Splinter and Empire being non-meshable, I disagree.  Certainly, a
romantic relationship between Luke and Leia was on the cards, but it was
not certain. I would go so far as to say that their relationship changed
little from what it was during Star Wars - Luke is infatuated with Leia,
but is constantly aware of their social differences.

   I always thought of Splinter occurring between Star Wars and Empire.
After all, Empire is SET three years after Star Wars, and no explanation is
given of the events which occurred in those years in Empire.

   Contrast with Return of the Jedi being set six months after Empire, and
a fairly detailed description of what each character did in that time.

   I'm refering to the books here, as well as the films.

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 23:57:26 GMT
From: florian@convex.csd.uwm.edu (Chris Florian)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

Okay to make this perfectly clear, books like Splinter and the Han solo
books are NOT part of the official Star Wars trilogy.  The people who wrote
them had permission, paid, or begged to borrow the characters and wrote
their own stories based on the characters in George Lucas's movies.

The Star Wars trilogy was taken from Lucas's mega-page thesis, `Journal of
the Wills'.  This book contains three trilogies, (hence trilogy) the
first takes place during the time of the clone wars. The second is the Star
Wars trilogy, and the third takes palce after the Star Wars trilogy.

Lucas did publish his thesis, but immediately removed it from publication.
I think there are only about 50 copies in existence.  I saw one at a friend
of my uncles'.  It was very thick.

I do admit that these other stories are enjoyable, but they aren't part of
the 'accual' storyline.

Christopher T Florian
Computing Services Division
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
florian%convex.csd.uwm.edu@INTERBIT 
florian@convex.csd.uwm.edu          
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Today's Topics:

		Television - The Tomorrow People (2 msgs) &
                             The Third Eye (5 msgs) &
                             Quantam Leap (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 91 22:51:13 GMT
From: ronf@neon.stanford.edu (Ronald Frederick)
Subject: The Tomorrow People (was Re: Jaunting)

marc@sequoia.cray.com (Marc Bouron) writes:
>I don't recall a book, but there _was_ a programme on TV here in the UK
>about a zillion years ago (circa 1975?) called "The Tommorrow People".  I
>don't remember too much about it (I wasn't that old back then :-) ) but
>this bunch of young people had some paranormal powers, one of which was
>the ability to "Jaunt", albeit with the help of a rather natty-looking
>belt.

Ok, all of this talk about The Tomorrow People has finally gotten to me. :)
While it was a pretty silly show at times (like the buggle-gum aliens), I
did really enjoy watching several of the episodes and it seems like there's
no hope of ever seeing them again.

By the way, speaking of that era, does anyone remember "The Third Eye?"

Ron Frederick
ronf@neon.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 15:52:15 GMT
From: ronf@kalamazoo.stanford.edu (Ron Frederick)
Subject: Re: The Tomorrow People (was Re: Jaunting)

BTW, I seem to remember an episode guide for the show that passed across
the net a few years ago. I thought I saved a copy then, but I seem to have
misplaced it. Does anyone know where I can find it?

Ron Frederick
ronf@cs.stanford.edu

[Moderator's Note: An episode guide for the Tomorrow People is in the
SF-Lovers archives at elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The filename is
tomorrow-people.guide and it is available by anonymous ftp.]

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 01:18:59 GMT
From: tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee)
Subject: The Third Eye (was Re: The Tomorrow People)

ronf@neon.Stanford.EDU (Ronald Frederick) writes:
>By the way, speaking of that era, does anyone remember "The Third Eye?"

   Oh, yes!  I loved that show!  When I saw it, though, they only repeated
three serials, "Children of the Stones," "Into the Labyrinth," and one
about an alien invasion that I never saw any of.  I saw "Children of the
Stones" all the way through twice and started writing an adventure game
based on "Into the Labyrinth."  (Please bear in mind that I was 13 or so at
the time.)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 04:23:38 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye (was Re: The Tomorrow People)

tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee) writes:
>ronf@neon.Stanford.EDU (Ronald Frederick) writes:
>>By the way, speaking of that era, does anyone remember "The Third Eye?"
>
>Oh, yes!  I loved that show!  When I saw it, though, they only repeated
>three serials, "Children of the Stones," "Into the Labyrinth," and one
>about an alien invasion that I never saw any of.  I saw "Children of the
>Stones" all the way through twice and started writing an adventure game
>based on "Into the Labyrinth."  (Please bear in mind that I was 13 or so
>at the time.)

Didn't "Children of the Stones" also star the actor who portrayed Blake in
Blake's 7?  Every time I think about one opening line about
"fantasmagorical" vs. "phantasmagorical" I hear his voice.  Anyone know for
sure?

Was that alien invasion one with the boy and girl twins?  The more I think
about it, the less I can remember, but I think I liked that one.  I think I
liked "Children of the Stones" the best.  I'd like a copy of that one.

"Into the Labyrinth" was something about travelling through time trying to
get this one item back to this guy trapped in a cave from an evil woman.
It was disguised as a different object in each era, and would glow when
seen in a reflection.  The man was also in the past as other selves, who
wouldn't know them until they said his name.  Was it Rothgo?  (Memorable
line: "Let there be light in this cave!" and the cave goes black.)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 91 06:37:46 GMT
From: tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye (was Re: The Tomorrow People)

greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.) writes:
>Didn't "Children of the Stones" also star the actor who portrayed Blake in
>Blake's 7?  Every time I think about one opening line about
>"fantasmagorical" vs. "phantasmagorical" I hear his voice.  Anyone know
>for sure?

I don't know - never saw any Blake's 7.

>Was that alien invasion one with the boy and girl twins?  The more I think
>about it, the less I can remember, but I think I liked that one.  I think
>I liked "Children of the Stones" the best.  I'd like a copy of that one.

   Boy and girl twins sound familiar.  Trouble is, I only saw the first
episode of that serial.

>"Into the Labyrinth" was something about travelling through time trying to
>get this one item back to this guy trapped in a cave from an evil woman.
>It was disguised as a different object in each era, and would glow when
>seen in a reflection.  The man was also in the past as other selves, who
>wouldn't know them until they said his name.  Was it Rothgo?  (Memorable
>line: "Let there be light in this cave!" and the cave goes black.)

   I don't remember that line, but Rothgo the magician had been trapped in
that cave by his arch-enemy.  Was her name Belar?  Anyway, the children
came along and agreed to look through time for the Nidus, which contained
much of Rothgo's power.  The Nidus looked like some ordinary object, except
when you looked at it in a mirror, then it shone like a star.  In each
time, Rothgo and Belar (or whatever her name was) existed, under different
guises.  Of course, it was in their subjective pasts, so they didn't know
what was going on in the "present."

   The episodes were often similar stories played out in different times.
Now and then, though, something else would happen; the Belar of the
"present" had a magical duel with the present Rothgo once.

   My fiance likes "Children of the Stones" too.

   The actor who played Rothgo resembled Phil Collins.

Tom Lee
TAB47@ISUVAX
tjlee@iastate.edu
tab47@ccvax.iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 15:48:57 GMT
From: ronf@kalamazoo.stanford.edu (Ron Frederick)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye (was Re: The Tomorrow People)

tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee) writes:
>Oh, yes!  I loved that show!  When I saw it, though, they only repeated
>three serials, "Children of the Stones," "Into the Labyrinth," and one
>about an alien invasion that I never saw any of.  I saw "Children of the
>Stones" all the way through twice and started writing an adventure game
>based on "Into the Labyrinth."  (Please bear in mind that I was 13 or so
>at the time.)

I think I remember "Into the Labyinth", but I'm not sure about "Children of
the Stones". Was that the one where the town full of people all went around
in a sort of semiconcious state, always saying "Happy Day", and where the
children were learning calculus and the like in grade school?

Ron Frederick
ronf@cs.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 20:30:30 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Lig Lury Jr.)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye (was Re: The Tomorrow People)

ronf@kalamazoo.Stanford.EDU (Ron Frederick) writes:
>tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee) writes:
>>Oh, yes!  I loved that show!  When I saw it, though, they only repeated
>>three serials, "Children of the Stones," "Into the Labyrinth," and one
>>about an alien invasion that I never saw any of.  I saw "Children of the
>>Stones" all the way through twice and started writing an adventure game
>>based on "Into the Labyrinth."  (Please bear in mind that I was 13 or so
>>at the time.)
>
>I think I remember "Into the Labyinth", but I'm not sure about "Children
>of the Stones". Was that the one where the town full of people all went
>around in a sort of semiconcious state, always saying "Happy Day", and
>where the children were learning calculus and the like in grade school?

Yup, that was it.  Mysterious things going on, one sign of which was one
boy saying, "Well, on a farm, when you put one and one together, they make
a third," and then later be just as intelligent as the other students.

I'm still wondering if the actor who played one of the two main characters
(the father, can't remember the name) is the same has the actor who
portrayed Blake in Blake's 7.

greg@hoss.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 22:13:00 GMT
From: UN040406@wvnvaxa.wvnet.edu
Subject: QL

How can people not like Quantum Leap?  In my opinion it is a very good show
which contains some science fiction along with the idea of people helping
people and trying to over come difficulties and prejudices.  I feel sorry
for those of you who cannot see the morals in the stories.

Charlotte Daniels

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 02:13:56 GMT
From: glambert@pyred.pyramid.com (George Lambert)
Subject: Re: QL

UN040406@WVNVAXA.WVNET.EDU writes:
>How can people not like Quantum Leap?  In my opinion it is a very good
>show which contains some science fiction along with the idea of people
>helping people and trying to over come difficulties and prejudices.  I
>feel sorry for those of you who cannot see the morals in the stories.

Quantum Leap is masquerading itself as an anthology wrapped around a
Science Fiction (actually, the dreaded 'sci-fi' might be more apropos)
motif.  Other shows, particularly 'The Fugitive', have used this
anthology-type of format in the past, but to much greater effect.
(Obviously, 'The Fugitive' used a different device to go from story to
story.)

QL suffers from many of the same problems that most commercial TV shows do:

   You've seen the Story-of-the-week already on a different show.
   Major plot developments occur every 12 minutes (with crescendo of
      music - cut to commercial)
   Commercial TV isn't there to entertain you, it's purpose is to sell
      you something, so stories have to be bland so as not to offend
      those all-important sponsors.  Plots do not develop logically
      or naturally, major incidents are tied to the 12 minute clock.
   However good looking people think Bakula is, he can't act for beans.
      DeNiro isn't losing sleep at night worrying about Scotty
      taking any roles from him.
   You know he'll survive every episode, hence zero suspense,
   The sci-fi plot device is bad sci-fi, and onerous Science Fiction to
      boot.  I can suspend disbelief in time travel stories to some
      degree, but to believe a time traveler shows up in an era
      in somebody else's body is just plain stupid.

If Belissario had any artistic integrity, he'd produce what he's trying to
get away with here: a real anthology show, like Playhouse 90, or Twilight
Zone, if he wants to use the science fiction idiom seriously.  His real
goal is to make a buck.

Unfortunately, the American public has been brainwashed into couch
potato-dom: Come home from work or school; turn on the TV, veg-out, go to
sleep.  QL does nothing to escape setting this same trap for folks.  I'm
glad to see Dean Stockwell getting regular paychecks, but I'm not going to
waste my time supporting that process.

I do watch TV, but Star Trek and Twin Peaks are about the only shows I
watch.  News and sports comprise the bulk of my commercial network
watching, and PBS for TV drama.  I either do my own programming (real
movies - uncut!) or read a book.  (What a concept!  Reading!  Only 3% of
America reads entire books regularly anymore.  Sigh.)  Thank technology for
laserdiscs and videotapes when it comes to using the tube!

QL?  Throw it on the garbage heap with the rest of the used pablum!

And yes, because of all the hoopla on the net, I did try to watch one
episode.  Made it to the third commercial break, and discovered that QL
beats sleeping pills all to heck.  Hey!  Maybe it could be used as a cure
for insomnia!

Different strokes for different folks.  We have a limited amount of time in
life, and if some folks want to waste that time with QL, that's their
business.  

George Lambert

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 16:57:42 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

Piano Man
October 10, 1985

Air Date: March 27, 1991
Writer: Ed Scharlach
Director: James Whitmore, Jr.
Guest Cast: Marietta DePrima, Angelo Tiffe, John Oldach, Denise Gentile,
Frank Roman, Cherry Davis

Joey Dinardo is a lounge lizard on the run from mob hitmen.  When Sam leaps
in, he has been discovered by his ex partner/girlfriend and now both are on
the run for their lives.

I've seen a few reviews of this episode (and followed them up already :),
but that isn't going to stop me from posting my own, no sir! :-D

For those who wish to remain unspoiled:

***SPOILER WARNING***

In my opinion, this episode improved upon a basic plot line used in "Her
Charm" in that Sam and female companion are on the run from mob hit-men,
their fated time of death changing every time Sam avoids a trap.  Some of
the elements looked very familiar from that episode: Al talking while Sam
is trying to carry on a conversation, Al revising his predictions, plot
twist regarding the perpetrator, etc.  Piano Man made me happy, because we
didn't see people spraying machine-gun fire all over the place, and the
overall level of violence was lower (still, there is that body count of 4).

The exchange between Al and Sam was terrific when they were trying to
figure out who this guy is - the leapee's name wasn't his own, so there
were no records for them to check on.  Without knowing his real name, they
couldn't tell what had to be done (even though it became obvious fairly
soon that Sam had to keep Joey and Lorraine alive).  Sam asked Al what the
man in the waiting room said, and Al tells him he was insisting his name
was the false one.  Glad to see they're using the waiting room, and even
thinking about it.  It was also funny seeing Al talking to Gooshi while in
the car!  It's been too long since they've done this, and I for one missed
it.

I liked Lorraine, even if she was a ditz.  She was clumsy without being
stupid.  She kept calling herself a klutz, and she was right.  ZIGGY
couldn't even lock on her, Al explaining that there was something not quite
right with her neurons.  THAT'S a twist! :-) I wonder if we'll ever hear
that excuse again.  I like it!

Sam is definitely coping better with quantum leaping, showing a little more
intelligence than has been seen in some of the past seasons' episodes I
think.  When asked where his car was parked, he answers "outside".  Of
course he didn't know, but that was a perfectly reasonable answer, and
preferable to his just stammering until someone comes over and distracts
the questioner.  Good move.

Only a couple of things bothered me, one of which being their little
routine in the diner (which I've mentioned in a previous follow-up).  They
were running for their lives, and they have time to pound out "Footloose"
on a diner's piano, not to mention that little ditty Scott wrote.  I guess
they must have felt pretty secure there.  The other thing was how did Sam
figure out that Lorraine's boyfriend "Carl" was really Nicky?  All this
time, they assumed that the person chasing them was Nicky and he was killed
in that collision.  Did Sam ask Al to check Nicky's fate after the crash
just to be sure?  Did I miss something?

During the final confrontation, I was sitting there yelling at the tv (I do
that sometimes) "kick his face, Sam!", but I was glad to see he didn't have
to.  Lorraine's clumsiness did it for him. :-) Hey, all her other
boyfriends died bizarre deaths, right?  So she brained him with the hanging
engine, he had it coming, using her like that.  I don't see any reason why
she should have known what he was up to, even though it might be obvious to
the viewers.  At least, I figured out right away that he had something to
do with it, I didn't think he was the one who was out to kill him for
witnessing that murder.  I figured he was out to whack Joey because he was
a jealous boyfriend and wanted Lorraine all to himself (it's been done
before).

Al was classic too: "You changed history, now it's come back to bite you on
the butt!"  I love it!

I can tell Dean doesn't really like the new Ziggy interface - he seems to
smack it a little harder than he did the old one.  Is he TRYING to break
it?  :-D

This was a fun leap, and I certainly enjoyed watching it.  I love being
able to see and HEAR Scott sing, and this was a treat, even if I would have
preferred they didn't include the routine in the diner.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb
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Date: 28 Mar 91 18:48:49 GMT
From: quinn@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Clark Quinn)
Subject: Re: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

deb@cci632.UUCP (Deborah Brown) writes:
>Only a couple of things bothered me, one of which being their little
>routine in the diner (which I've mentioned in a previous follow-up).  They
>were running for their lives, and they have time to pound out "Footloose"
>on a diner's piano, not to mention that little ditty Scott wrote.  I guess
>they must have felt pretty secure there.

Well, yes, they'd called the sheriff and he was on the way over.  They
figured they'd ditched the assassin (heck, *they* barely knew where they
were).  However, something else besides their time in the diner bothered
me.  How the heck did Sam know how to do the routine with her?  That wasn't
a standard version of the song, but a carefully worked out rendition for
their act.  I'm sorry, but there have been too many other situations where
he didn't automatically know what to do to make it seem like this could be
some sort of automatic response of his "host".  Seems a major continuity
error to me.

He also seemed mighty mobile for having a bullet through a major muscle.
No fatigue from blood loss either.  Reality check time, folks.  And, yes, I
know he's got an MD, but that doesn't excuse him from suffering from
physical damage.  Dock them a Rambo-constitution point here.

>must have felt pretty secure there.  The other thing was how did Sam
>figure out that Lorraine's boyfriend "Carl" was really Nicky?  All this
>time, they assumed that the person chasing them was Nicky and he was
>killed in that collision.  Did Sam ask Al to check Nicky's fate after the
>crash just to be sure?  Did I miss something?

I don't know about that, but was anyone surprised that the boyfriend was
really the evil mastermind behind the hitman?  I'm afraid that I had it
pegged before the half hour break, and I'm not usually great at figuring
out "whodunnit".  I would've preferred a little more mystery.  Simplicity
foul.

Same goes for Sam's "gut" instinct about heading the other way down the
fork.  I would've preferred something along the lines of "Taos is more than
seven and a half minutes away, it *has* to be this way!"  Penalty for
overly-convenient plot resolution.

>This was a fun leap, and I certainly enjoyed watching it.  I love being
>able to see and HEAR Scott sing, and this was a treat, even if I would
>have preferred they didn't include the routine in the diner.

Yes, I suppose it was great that he could be shown singing again (sorry,
I'm not going to get too excited, the deaf dancer from last week is more my
type, ROWR!), but overall I wasn't that impressed with this episode.  Of
course, that still puts it ahead of most TV.

Don't get me wrong, the hype about QL here turned me on to the show and I'm
grateful (now I'm sorry I missed the pilot and a few episodes here and
there).  I don't even have to excuse it as a guilty pleasure of the "even
bad sf is better than no sf at all" (no discussion of whether it's sf
versus fantasy versus anthology, please, I'm just exemplifying my
*standard* rationalization).  It's just that once those high standards have
been set, I hate to see slips.  Bound to happen, I suppose.  That's all for
now.

Clark N. Quinn
Learning Research and Development Center
University of Pittsburgh		
Pittsburgh, PA 15260
quinn@unix.cis.pitt.edu
quinn@pittunix.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 20:51:23 GMT
From: macduff@cbnewse.att.com (Roger R. Espinosa)
Subject: Re: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

The episode started out, for me, with a big surprise, when the first two
people got blown up in the car. The timing of Al saying "Joey died in 1985
when his car ..." and then the explosion was a *nice* touch.  And Lorraine
was a refreshing character. She wasn't stupid, she seemed to have depth.
And at least for a little while, you could honestly think that Carl did
care for her.

(For a little while, anyway. :-)
 
deb@cci632.UUCP (Deborah Brown) writes:
[more nice touches removed]
> Only a couple of things bothered me, one of which being their little
> routine in the diner (which I've mentioned in a previous follow-up).
> They were running for their lives, and they have time to pound out
> "Footloose" on a diner's piano, not to mention that little ditty Scott
> wrote.  I guess they must have felt pretty secure there.  The other thing
> was how did Sam figure out that Lorraine's boyfriend "Carl" was really
> Nicky?  All this time, they assumed that the person chasing them was
> Nicky and he was killed in that collision.  Did Sam ask Al to check
> Nicky's fate after the crash just to be sure?  Did I miss something?

The diner routine didn't bug me; maybe because I thought it was great, but
also because they thought they were out of danger.  Al hadn't told them
that "Nicky" was getting there before the sheriff, so I think they honestly
thought they were safe.  When "Nicky" shows up two bits after Lorraine
calls "Carl," though, everything added up too quickly.

Sam figured that "Carl" was Nicky when the fake-Nicky blew up, but Lorraine
still died, and NOT by running off the side of the road, but after getting
shot and dragged into the woods.  With the only person chasing them dead,
and her meeting "Carl" at the airport...hm... :-)

> During the final confrontation, I was sitting there yelling at the tv (I
> do that sometimes) "kick his face, Sam!", but I was glad to see he didn't
> have to.  Lorraine's clumsiness did it for him. :-) Hey, all her other
> boyfriends died bizarre deaths, right?  So she brained him with the
> hanging engine, he had it coming, using her like that.  I don't see any
> reason why she should have known what he was up to, even though it might
> be obvious to the viewers.  At least, I figured out right away that he
> had something to do with it, I didn't think he was the one who was out to
> kill him for witnessing that murder.  I figured he was out to whack Joey
> because he was a jealous boyfriend and wanted Lorraine all to himself
> (it's been done before).

Like I said above, the characterisations made it for me, not the plot,
which was obvious (to me) after the second phone call to "Carl." I would've
preferred Lorraine's clumsiness *incapacitating* Nicky, not killing him,
though.  Something like that would leave some *MASSIVE* scars in my psyche,
that's for sure.

> This was a fun leap, and I certainly enjoyed watching it.  I love being
> able to see and HEAR Scott sing, and this was a treat, even if I would
> have preferred they didn't include the routine in the diner.

Agreed. Great fun!

BUT, one thing still bugs me about this show. It bothered me more with last
week's episode, but this week still had the problem.  Has it been
explicitly stated whether the leapee ends up incorporating Sam's memories?
The only episode I know of that dealt with this ("Double Identity" or
something) had the leapee losing track of time and events, as if he *loses*
all the time that Sam was in him/her. Last week's episode would've left Rod
the Bod *really* confused about why he suddenly wound up at the dance
studio from his routine, and here, *WHAM* Joey's playing his gig one
minute, then he blinks, and HEY! he's off to Hawaii with his old partner,
the guy he's been running from has been smooshed, and it's the next day!
Whew. :-)

Any "official" word on this?

Roger
rre@ihlpm.ATT.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 22:49:54 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

quinn@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Clark Quinn) writes:
>deb@cci632.UUCP (Deborah Brown) writes:
>He also seemed mighty mobile for having a bullet through a major muscle.
>No fatigue from blood loss either.  Reality check time, folks.  And, yes,
>I know he's got an MD, but that doesn't excuse him from suffering from
>physical damage.  Dock them a Rambo-constitution point here.

The bullet wound was written in there to accomodate Scott's twisted ankle.
He WAS in severe pain when they filmed that, so whatever limp he walked
with was real.  You are right, he did seem to be rather mobile.  I've never
been shot in the leg, so I have no frame of reference to comment on this.

>>must have felt pretty secure there.  The other thing was how did Sam
>>figure out that Lorraine's boyfriend "Carl" was really Nicky?  All this
>>time, they assumed that the person chasing them was Nicky and he was
>>killed in that collision.  Did Sam ask Al to check Nicky's fate after the
>>crash just to be sure?  Did I miss something?
>
>I don't know about that, but was anyone surprised that the boyfriend was
>really the evil mastermind behind the hitman?  I'm afraid that I had it
>pegged before the half hour break, and I'm not usually great at figuring
>out "whodunnit".  I would've preferred a little more mystery.  Simplicity
>foul.

I guess most of us knew he was behind it, the question was 'why'?

>Don't get me wrong, the hype about QL here turned me on to the show and
>I'm grateful (now I'm sorry I missed the pilot and a few episodes here and
>there).  I don't even have to excuse it as a guilty pleasure of the "even
>bad sf is better than no sf at all" (no discussion of whether it's sf
>versus fantasy versus anthology, please, I'm just exemplifying my
>*standard* rationalization).  It's just that once those high standards
>have been set, I hate to see slips.  Bound to happen, I suppose.  That's
>all for now.

Why not?  Even QL isn't perfect all the time, and I don't know if anyone
would call this one a perfect episode.  I have to say I at least partially
agree with most of what you said.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb| Prodigy: NCNX32A

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 17:56:09 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

quinn@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Clark Quinn) writes:
>Same goes for Sam's "gut" instinct about heading the other way down the
>fork.  I would've preferred something along the lines of "Taos is more
>than seven and a half minutes away, it *has* to be this way!"  Penalty for
>overly-convenient plot resolution.

I might be being kind, but I prefer to think of Sam's gut instinct comment
as meaning "I'm too busy worrying and driving to explain". Sam was heading
where she was going instead of where her body was found. A quite reasonable
decision, especially if one has already realized that the boyfriend is in
back of the murders.

I'm more concerned about the 7.5 minutes. That seemed awfully precise for a
body that had been deliberately concealed and probably not found for hours
or days.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 02:47:46 GMT
From: aidoann@engin.umich.edu (Caren B. Levine)
Subject: Re: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

quinn@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Clark Quinn) writes:
>He also seemed mighty mobile for having a bullet through a major muscle.
>No fatigue from blood loss either.  Reality check time, folks.  And, yes,
>I know he's got an MD, but that doesn't excuse him from suffering from
>physical damage.  Dock them a Rambo-constitution point here.

I had a problem with this too.  Particularly, how could he have driven
extended highway mileage, plus a major chase scene with a bullet through
his right leg?  Lorraine should have been driving for at least the time
they were together.

Caren B. Levine
aidoann@aal.itd.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 00:18:40 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: V

terran@en.ecn.purdue.edu writes:
>I agree. The second was really bad but I had some problems with the first
>one too.  Like why do aliens who have a technology capable of hovering
>multi-million ton spaceships over major population centers need to resort
>to subterfuge to steal a few humans for food and a lot of water?  With
>that kind of power they can just take what they want.  It was kind of a
>fun miniseries but pretty thin on believability.
 
 With that kind of power they could go to the cometary belt, snag as many
comets as they like, and fly away into the shimmering rainbow void of
hyperspace without Earth being any the wiser, and without all that nasty
mucking about in gravity wells. And for slightly more energy expenditure,
but still less than it'd take to suck the water out of Earth's oceans, they
could, to paraphrase Niven and Pournelle slightly, "go to Saturn and take a
_moon_."
 
 I never had any doubts that the humans would beat the lizards in the end.
After all, given their behavior, they were pretty dumb lizards.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 15:45:48 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: V

   Yeah, I was in high school when V was on television.  I thought it had
potential but, after a few minutes, it turned into high camp, and every
episode of the series was worse than the one before.
   These aliens made the galaxy tremble?
   They could build starships, but had no idea of infantry tactics.
   They had hand-held energy weapons obviously designed for infantrymen,
but their infantrymen went stumbling loudly through the forest in bright
red uniforms.
   They wore weird body armor that could stop high-powered rifle bullets,
but not armor-piercing pistol bullets.  For those of you who don't know how
body armor and armor-piercing bullets work, I'll spell it out, that's just
plain silly.
   They had VTOL aircraft that could hover but they didn't make full
tactical use of them.  They had full control of the air, but never had
effective air support.
   Hand weapons as advanced as the ones they had should have been capable
of full-auto fire, it's too tactically useful to ignore.  But I digress.
   The acting on the show was mostly pretty good but there was so much
silliness that I couldn't watch it with a straight face.
   They leave the little half-alien girl in a room overnight and when they
come back, she's a foot taller and forty pounds heavier.  Where'd the extra
mass come from?  Did she eat the furniture?
   Speaking of the half-alien girl, who came up with this brainstorm?  The
aliens are not only not mammals, they're not even from this planet.  Yet
they are so genetically similar to human beings that they can breed with
us?  Feh.
   Ah, well.  Life goes on, though I sometimes wonder if the genre ever
fully recovered.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 18:02:45 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: V

terran@en.ecn.purdue.edu writes:
>I agree. The second was really bad but I had some problems with the first
>one too.  Like why do aliens who have a technology capable of hovering
>multi-million ton spaceships over major population centers need to resort
>to subterfuge to steal a few humans for food and a lot of water?  With
>that kind of power they can just take what they want.  It was kind of a
>fun miniseries but pretty thin on believability.

   With that kind of power, they could take all the water they could ever
want from the cometary halo and be done with it.

   And as for food, do you have any *idea* how much feed and time it takes
to raise a human to full growth?  Why didn't the damn lizards just take
*cattle* and raise them?  Humans are not a very efficient food source, too
many calories used to raise, too much time to raise them, and too little
caloric return (there isn't much edible meat on a human) for the
investment.  Not to mention the trouble the herds can cause with that nasty
little trait called intelligence.

   The lizards have proved to be protein compatible (hell, they were
*genetically* compatible) with Earthlife so why eat humans?  It never made
any sense in either series.  The last show I watched was when Our Hereo(tm)
breaks into the holding facility and sees all the "missing" humans in
suspended animation.  As I remember, I made a derogatory sound and switched
channels right then.

   The only fun part was the "Nazi Lizards from Space" subtext of the whole
series.  It was more like a 1930's Republic serial than anything else.  If
they hadn't been so damned serious about it, it could have been a lot of
fun.

cerebus@cs.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 00:52:53 GMT
From: arromdee@server.cs.jhu.edu (Kenneth Arromdee)
Subject: Re: V

cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller) writes:
>And as for food, do you have any *idea* how much feed and time it takes to
>raise a human to full growth?  Why didn't the damn lizards just take
>*cattle* and raise them?

The visitors ate humans because that's what they did to inferior species,
not because it was necessary to their diet.  (Meat wasn't even necessary
for their diet.  Remember the good guy lizard who was a vegetarian?)

Kenneth Arromdee
UUCP: ....!jhunix!arromdee
BITNET: arromdee@jhuvm;
INTERNET: arromdee@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Immortality (24 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 91 20:04:00 GMT
From: TROGDATA@cwu.bitnet
Subject: Re: Immortals

What about Nancy Springer's "The White Hart", a haunting story about a
youth who gives up immortality, and though he regrets the sacrifice, can
never go back. It leads into a series of books which are much concerned
with the idea of immortality: "The Silver Sun", "The Sable Moon", "The
Black Beast", "The Golden Swan".

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 18:35:39 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Immortality

rlsg7229@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Robert Lewis Spence) writes:
> Noticing all the title requests for books on vampires, does anyone have
> any suggestions on books that have characters who are immortal or develop
> the concept of immortality in general?

One of the characters in Van Vogt's "Weapons Shop" stories seems to
qualify.

There was a short story about a neanderthal in modern america (hit by
lightning somwhere around 10,000 bc).  I could look up the title if no one
else comes up with it.

"The Man who Awoke" has a character who uses suspended animation to see the
future (jumping 5000 years at a time) and finds immortality at the end.

Marc

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 19:03:23 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Immortality

On the topic of immortals: of course, there are the Amber books (sort of),
and I also enjoyed Poul Anderson's _Boat of a Million Years_.  At least,
the first half or so.  It seemed to bog down towards the end, but I think
the immortals were characterized well, and it appeared quite a bit of
historical research had been put in on it.

James Blaylock's _The Last Coin_ contains a few immortals, although their
immortality is not really the focus of the plot.  Great book, though.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 01:32:50 GMT
From: lamunyj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (James Lamunyon)
Subject: Re: Immortality

There is a 1962 book by James Gunn titled "The Immortals".  It is fairly
written and was quite interesting.  You may wish to see if you can get it
through some library somewhere.  I haven't seen it in bookstores for years.

James LaMunyon 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 22:04:08 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber)
Subject: Re: Immortality

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (Marc Colten) writes:
>One of the characters in Van Vogt's "Weapons Shop" stories seems to
>qualify.

Robert Hedrock, the founder of both the Weapon Shops and the Isher Dynasty.
I seem to recall his immortality was due to a one-time fluke in a molecular
enlarger he used on himself.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 91 19:48:00 GMT
From: johnf@apollo.hp.com (John Francis)
Subject: Re: Immortality

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (Marc Colten) writes:
>There was a short story about a neanderthal in modern america (hit by
>lightning somwhere around 10,000 bc).  I could look up the title if no one
>else comes up with it.

I remember a neanderthal struck by lightning featuring in something rather
longer than a short story.  Author Clifford D. Simak, if I'm not mistaken.
One of a group of odd characters, including a ghost.  Was this
"Shakespeare's Planet"?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 21:04:42 GMT
From: NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (A.C. Shandon {Silverlock})
Subject: Re: Immortality

Heinlein's Methuselahs are extremely long-lived.  Lazarus long living at
least 2000 years (1912 - 42__) But long-lived is not immortal.

One of the main themes of Anne Rice's Vampire books is how a creature
survives the "horrors" of immortality.  The need for something *new*
becomes prevalent after a few thousand years.  (Lazarus Long suffered this
same problem.  The main cause of death of Methuselahs by the time of Time
Enough for Love was suicide.  The main cause of death of vampires according
to Anne Rice is also a sort of suicide)

On the humor end is the immortal in Douglas Adams' HHGTTG who decides to
insult people in alphabetical order.  I think it was Adams who said (though
it was probably not original with him) "So many people want to be immortal
who don't know what to do on a rainy Sunday afternoon."  Marvin the Robot
was also of course immortal.

Janet Asimov's Mind Transfer deals with a sort of immortality too.  Btw,
I'm only in the middle of the book but, I like her style better than her
husband's.  But of course I am sure there are some who disagree with me.
and I am equally sure they will speak up.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 01:22:15 GMT
From: leone@apt.bungi.com (Marc Leone)
Subject: Re: Immortality

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (Marc Colten) writes:
>There was a short story about a neanderthal in modern america (hit by
>lightning somwhere around 10,000 bc).  I could look up the title if no one
>else comes up with it.

That sounds like "The Gnarly Man", by L. Sprague deCamp.  I'm pretty sure I
read it in _The Best of LSdC_.

There are the Robert Adams' Horseclans novels which deal with immortality
in a couple of ways.  Good-guys who just naturally turn out to be immortal
and bad-guys who use possession or mind-swapping to stay alive.

If you want to cross to rec.arts.comics there's _Six from Sirius_ where, as
a minor sidelight into the characters and not having much to do with the
basic plot, the use of artificial bodies is a way to defeat the aging
process, but apparently loses some of the human-factor.

There's (Barry Sadler's, I think) series on Casca, the immortal soldier
(well, at least until Christ's second coming).  Zelazny has _This
Immortal_, _Roadmarks_, and does "Last Defender of Camelot" count?

There's a 60's or 70's movie with a Chrisopher George-type actor who turns
out to be immortal (and this rich guy wants to keep him around for
high-octane blood transfusions).

For longevity check out Niven, for he has lots of ideas on the subject of
long living young bodies.

Marc Leone
APT Technology Inc.
San Jose, CA
leone@apt.bungi.com
{apple,sun,pyramid}!daver!apt!leone

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 13:55:56 GMT
From: daberson@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David A Berson)
Subject: Re: Immortality

NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (A.C. Shandon) writes:
>One of the main themes of Anne Rice's Vampire books is how a creature
>survives the "horrors" of immortality.  [...] The main cause of death of
>vampires according to Anne Rice is also a sort of suicide)

Anne Rice also wrote The Mummy, subtitled Ramses the Damned.  He is
"damned" because he is immortal and thus cannot even commit suicide.
Dealing with immortality is one of the central themes of the book.  I think
that it is at least as good as her vampire novels.

David A. Berson.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 15:38:50 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Immortality

daberson@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David A Berson) writes:
> Anne Rice also wrote The Mummy, subtitled Ramses the Damned.  He is
> "damned" because he is immortal and thus cannot even commit suicide.
> Dealing with immortality is one of the central themes of the book.  I
> think that it is at least as good as her vampire novels.  

This discussion brings something to mind.  There was an English picture
where a scientist discovers that when you die, something "comes for you".
He originally thought it was the soul leaving, but found it was incoming.
Anyway, his theory was that only one of these things was for each person,
so if you trapped it, you wouldn't die.  He did it, and found it was kind
of a trap, because then you CAN'T die.  I forget the picture name and
actors.  Anybody know this one.

Just thought of another one, and I believe this was from a book - "TUCK
EVERLASTING".  Saw it on cable.  Family becomes immortal by accident -
doesn't age, can't die in accidents.

Marc

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 16:11:39 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: Immortality

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten) writes:
>This discussion brings something to mind.  There was an English picture
>where a scientist discovers that when you die, something "comes for you".

'The Asphyx'.  A truly rotten horror movie.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 20:50:44 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Immortality

leone@apt.bungi.com (Marc Leone) said:
> There's a 60's or 70's movie with a Chrisopher George-type actor who
> turns out to be immortal (and this rich guy wants to keep him around for
> high-octane blood transfusions).

That was "The Immortal," both a 90-minute tv-movie pilot (1969) and a
one-season hour-long series (1970-1971), and it did indeed star Christopher
George as the ageless Ben Richards.

Side note: A few years after the tv-movie was made, one of the props from
it, a bottle of blood-bank blood labeled "Donor: Richards, Benjamin,"
showed up in the refrigerator of the vampire Janos Skorzeny in the very
good 1971 tv-movie "The Night Stalker."  To this day I don't know whether
that was an incredibly subtle in-joke or just a case of somebody from the
prop department recycling something from the warehouse without realizing
its significance.  

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 15:55:26 GMT
From: adus13@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Re: Immortality

Don't forget C.J. Cherryh's Morgaine series, particularly Exile's Gate.
Again, this isn't true immortality, but after the first few millenia who
keeps track?  

Weren't the characters in the Well of Souls books virtually immortal?

Julia Kosatka
Administrative Computing
User Services

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 01:59:28 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Immortality

In addition to others already mentioned, I can think of a few.

   _On Stranger Tides_ by Tim Powers
   _The Book of Skulls_ by Robert Silverberg
   _The Misenchanted Sword_ by Lawrence Watt-Evans
   _Gulliver's Travels_ by Jonathan Swift (the immortals were called
      'Struldbrugs')
   _She_ by H. Rider Haggard
   _Tuck Everlasting_ (can't remember the author)
   _Midnight at the Well of Souls_ and sequels (Jack Chalker)
   _Joyleg_ (Avram Davidson and Ward Moore)
   _The Maker of Universes_ and sequels (Philip Jose Farmer)

Additionally, many of the Tarzan books centered on some sort of
immortality, and Doctor Who dances around the subject with great alacrity.

And the list goes on...

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 06:11:07 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Virtual Immortality

   For a good story about virtual immortality try _Petals of Rose_ by Marc
Stiegler (_The Gentle Seduction_ BAEN 1990).  This is about a race which
has a lifespan of about 24 hours (it might have been several days; I don't
remember exactly).  The Rosans consider humanity virtually immortal because
they live for tens of thousands of lifetimes.
   There was also a Gordon Dickson story about a man searching the galaxy
for the secret of immortality because he didn't think one lifetime was
enough.  He happened to meet an alien who was on the same quest, and after
talking found that the alien had been on this quest for thousands of years
and was very worried because he had already spent more than half his life
on this and his time was running out.
   These stories just make me believe the saying "Too much is never
enough."

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 04:52:44 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Immortality

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (Marc Colten) writes:
>There was a short story about a neanderthal in modern america (hit by
>lightning somwhere around 10,000 bc).  I could look up the title if no one
>else comes up with it.

You are probably thinking of _The Gnarly Man_ by L. Sprague De Camp.  In
this particular story, the Gnarly Man (the neanderthal) comes out of the
closet for a bit, so to speak.  A female cultural anthropologist wants to
sleep with him and a physical anthropologist wants to dissect him.  He runs
for it and disappears.

He's ugly by our standards and not too bright, but he has a strong sense of
survival.  He was always a commoner and missed most of the big historical
events.  And, yes, he was struck by lightning.

There are a lot of stories with immortals and long-livers in them.  There
are also a fair number of non-SF stories and novels based on the Wandering
Jew legend.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 14:30:41 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: Immortality

I have a button that says "Wear this button and live forever!"  Don't
laugh; it's worked so far.

Which leads straight to the point: how do you know who's immortal without
waiting forever?  Kind of like the halting problem.  (Hmm, maybe it IS the
halting problem).

Anyway, Sethra Lavode in Stephen Brust's Vlad series is some tens of
thousands of years old and shows no signs of slowing down.

Larry Niven's A World Out of Time was all about immortality, in two
flavors.  One rather perverse.

Norman Spinrad's Bug Jack Barron had to do with, at least, life extension.

How about Oscar Wilde's The Portrait of Dorian Gray?

In ST:TOS there was Requiem for Methuselah, whose title character was
immortal until he left Earth.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 22:46:14 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Immortality

I am rather partial to Alfred Bester's "The Computer Connection"
(serialized in Analog with the far better title "The Indian Giver", which
features a society of immortals who gained their longevity by survivimg
various traumas.

There is also the ?classic? "Anton York, Immortal" by Eando (Edmund and
Otto) Binder.  Long out of print and deservingly so, don't search for it
too hard.  

And of course, the Wandering Jew shows up here and there in SF.  My
favorite appearance of his is in "A Canticle for Leibowitz" by Walter M.
Miller.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 18:27:44 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Immortality

Has anybody yet mentioned Kate Wilhelm's _Welcome Chaos_?  It's a book
which deals with a group of people who have come across a virus which, if
survived, confers immortality.  (There's about a one in three chance of
surviving the virus.)  A lot of the book deals with the ethics of a small
group deciding what to do with this virus.  They discovered it by accident
and were therefore thrust into the situation of deciding who to tell, and
how, and when, etc.  It's a rather interesting political thriller.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 19:54:36 GMT
From: evans-ron@cs.yale.edu (Ronald Hale-Evans)
Subject: Re: Virtual Immortality

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   There was also a Gordon Dickson story about a man searching the galaxy
>for the secret of immortality because he didn't think one lifetime was
>enough.  He happenned to meet an alien who was on the same quest, and
>after talking found that the alien had been on this quest for thousands of
>years and was very worried because he had already spent more than half his
>life on this and his time was running out.

The story is "Cautionary Tales" by Larry Niven. It appeared in a *very*
early issue of *Asimov's* which I read during my own Golden Age (12-13) and
was recently collected (perhaps in *Limits*, the Niven collection?).

Hope this is helpful.







- -- 
- -----------------------------------------------------------
I don't want to die!  Existence is one of my strong points!
Ronald Hale-Evans... evans-ron@cs.yale.edu, evans@brandeis.bitnet
U.S. Snail: 89 Mass. Ave. #199, Boston, MA 02115

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 19:00:06 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Immortality

The movie ZARDOZ had immortals, but I don't know if there was a book that
it came from.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 15:47:00 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Re: Immortality

"Why Call Them Back from Heaven?" by Clifford Simak discusses the changes
to a society that is on the verge of immortality for all its citizens, due
to medical advances.  An extremely thought provoking book.

Dave Barton
barton@i2wash.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 19:56:21 GMT
From: mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Re: Immortality

L. E. Modesitt Jr. (don't even ask about the spelling, the book isn't
handy) also has written about an immortal in a trilogy.  Rather interesting
as the man eventually runs out of space in his brain to put in new data.

Mike Milligan

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 18:13:09 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Virtual Immortality

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   For a good story about virtual immortality try _Petals of Rose_ by Marc
>Stiegler (_The Gentle Seduction_ BAEN 1990).  This is about a race which
>has a lifespan of about 24 hours (it might have been several days; I don't
>remember exactly).  The Rosans consider humanity virtually immortal
>because they live for tens of thousands of lifetimes.

My recollection is that the name is The Rose Petal. It contained the
blessing "May you die by a rising star." The planet's name was Kayam (sp),
as in Oscar.  I liked it too.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 29 Mar 91 22:08:04 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Immortality

davidb@inmet.inmet.com writes:
> "Why Call Them Back from Heaven?" by Clifford Simak discusses the changes
> to a society that is on the verge of immortality for all its citizens,
> due to medical advances.  An extremely thought provoking book.

Kurt Vonnegut wrote the story "The Big Trip up Yonder" (I think aka
"Tomorrow and Tomorrow" or something like that).  They discover an elixir
of immortality out of mud and roses and other cheap stuff.  Now everyone
can live forever, and keep having children who will live forever.  The
family in the story had dozens of people jammed into one apartment ruled by
the patriarch of the family, who kept swearing that right after the next
World Series he would dump his elixir in the sink and take that "Big trip
up yonder".  Lots of social consciousness in the story (which seems to
offend some people), but the story was very good.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 91 18:34:33 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Immortality

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (Marc Colten) writes:
>The movie ZARDOZ had immortals, but I don't know if there was a book that
>it came from.

No, "Zardoz" was not based on a book, but John Boorman did write and
publish a novelization of the script, which was much better than such
things usually are.  I guess it helps when the novelizer is the one who
wrote and produced the movie.

I have GOT to buy a tape of that movie.  I saw it in the theater at
Lackland AFB when it was just out and I was in basic training and loved it.
I have made the mistake of watching it on a broadcast version and was
apalled.  If anyone has ONLY seen it in broadcast, rent a tape.  Too much
of the plot development happens while one female or another has her breasts
on display, and as a result there is NO plot cohesion remaining after it
has been cut for broadcast.  Because intact, this is a great movie.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 14:21:27 GMT
From: james@castle.ed.ac.uk (J Gillespie)
Subject: Re: Immortality

mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN) writes:
>L. E. Modesitt Jr. (don't even ask about the spelling, the book isn't
>handy) also has written about an immortal in a trilogy.  Rather
>interesting as the man eventually runs out of space in his brain to put in
>new data.

At the risk of getting flamed to a crisp, Lazarus Long also had this
problem; he solved it by periodically clearing large areas of his memory,
using hypnotic techniques.  My speculation is that, as with most people,
most of an immortal's life would be pretty boring and nondescript.  Imagine
being able to pick only the best bits to remember - you'd end up with maybe
seventy years of good memories.

Also, I remember a short story about immortality, in which it is achieved
by frequently reconstructing every cell in the body.  This includes brain
cells, so nobody can remember anything for very long.  The solution is to
carry a physical copy of your memory around with you, chained to your wrist
("I haven't lost my mind, it's backed up on tape somewhere" :-).

And my favourite instance of such a problem is Sharls Davis Kendy in
Niven's "Integral Trees" and "The Smoke Ring".  Being a computer, Kendy has
a limited amount of memory, and has to edit it every so often to keep from
going insane.  To at least paraphrase, "For Kendy, boredom was a recurring
surprise."  

James Gillespie
Edinburgh University
james@ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 01:48:49 GMT
From: rquazi@engws5.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: Re: Immortality

ward@unix386.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>I am rather partial to Alfred Bester's "The Computer Connection"
>(serialized in Analog with the far better title "The Indian Giver", which
>features a society of immortals who gained their longevity by survivimg
>various traumas.

   This was also entitled 'Extro' if I'm not mistaken. I have the book
somewhere ... (shuffle, ruffle, bang, smash, crash).  Yes! 'Extro was
published in the US as 'The Computer Connection', 1975, and was previously
serialized in slightly different form under the title 'The Indian Giver' in
Analog Science Fiction/Science Fact'.  It was a pretty weird book, IMO -
strange style, weird plot. Of course I read it when I was 13, so I might
(just might) grok more of it if I reread it.

>And of course, the Wandering Jew shows up here and there in SF.  My
>favorite appearance of his is in "A Canticle for Leibowitz" by Walter M.
>Miller.

   Who exactly are the Wandering Jews? Some religious sect? Fictional?
Real? Who are they? Where are they from? What do they look like? How do
they live? What do they eat?

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 02:10:05 GMT
From: rquazi@engws5.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: Re: Immortality ----> Kurt Vonnegut.

Also check out the short story Kurt Vonnegut wrote entitled 'Ready To Wear'
- - kind of a strange premise, but still rather interesting and entertaining.

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 19:43:38 GMT
From: roger_earl@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca (Roger Earl)
Subject: Re: Immortality

Well I haven't been following this discussion for very long, but I don't
think Highlander has been mentioned yet.  Although I prefer to read my
Sci-Fi rather than watch it, I consider Highlander to be the best Sci-Fi
movie ever made.  The flow of the story, great cinematography, and two
starring actors make it a must see for anyone.  Christopher Lambert has
that 'stare' that makes him perfect for the mysterious immortal.  And Sean
Connery as the jolly old mentor is just fabulous.  And all in all the
"Immortals' concept and story was very well thought out with both enough
classic and original ideas.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 14:59:55 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos)
Subject: Re: Immortality

james@castle.ed.ac.uk (J Gillespie) writes:
>mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu (Milligan, Michael Glen) writes:
>>L. E. Modesitt Jr. (don't even ask about the spelling, the book isn't
>>handy) also has written about an immortal in a trilogy.  Rather
>>interesting as the man eventually runs out of space in his brain to put
>>in new data.
>
>At the risk of getting flamed to a crisp, Lazarus Long also had this
>problem; he solved it by periodically clearing large areas of his memory,
>using hypnotic techniques.

Something similar was done in _The City And The Stars_ by Arthur C. Clarke:
individuals lived precisely 1000 years, at which time they'd "return" to
the memory banks of the Central Computer but be reborn at some unspecified
future time (at the CC's discretion).  Before "dying" they'd edit their
memories: thus, at any given time they'd remember their previous lives but
only those portions which had been let through the filters.  (at one point
a character said, while looking at a mosaic, something like: interesting, I
remember that I knew the artist but I don't remember who it was; I must
have chosen not to remember; <wry chuckle> I may even have done it myself
during my ______ phase).  When the people were reborn, though they were
physically adult their memories would be blank until age 20, when the old
memories would start coming back.  Not bad for a book written about 1950
(and even earlier in it's original form, I believe).

>Also, I remember a short story about immortality, in which it is achieved
>by frequently reconstructing every cell in the body.  This includes brain
>cells, so nobody can remember anything for very long.  The solution is to
>carry a physical copy of your memory around with you, chained to your
>wrist

In one of the 2001 precursors, when the benevolent aliens were still
humanoid and not black monoliths, the crew of the Discovery meet the one
who was concerned with the human "case".  It was mentioned that his 3 x
10^6 years worth of memories were not cluttering his brain but rather were
instantly accessible in a cloud of crystals orbiting the planet (nice and
vague, that).

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 10:19:28 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Immortality

rquazi@engws5.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi) writes:
> ward@unix386.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
>> And of course, the Wandering Jew shows up here and there in SF. My
>> favorite appearance of his is in "A Canticle for Leibowitz" by Walter M.
>> Miller.
>
> Who exactly are the Wandering Jews? Some religious sect? Fictional?
> Real? Who are they? Where are they from? What do they look like? How do
> they live? What do they eat?

Oops! Misconception. There is only one. It is one of the cuter legends of
the Christian theistic tradition. I forget the exact details, but one of
the Jewish onlookers at Jesus' tribulations as he bore the Cross to
Gethsemene was supposed to have mocked Him, and been told by Jesus: "You
will linger until I return". The legend is that this individual has been
roaming the Earth, repentant, unable to die, awaiting the nearly two
millenia delayed Second Coming of Jesus. Many stories are told of seeing
The Wandering Jew, and of his activities.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 14:40:41 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Immortality

ault@caen.engin.umich.edu (Matthew Ault) writes:
>adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka) writes:
>>There was at least one immortal patron of Callahan's.  (Anybody remember
>>which one?  Can't find my Callahan books).
>
>I remember him saying that there was an immortal patron, but I don't
>recall him actually identifying him (or her).  Anyone know for sure, my
>books are back home.
 
 One story dealt with a woman who was "effectively immortal", i.e.
possessing an extremely long natural lifespan. I believe the character's
name was Rachel or Ruth and she was born in the 17th or 18th century.
 
 Sooner or later someone who actually has their Callahan's books at hand
will set the record straight, I hope.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 02:22:07 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey)
Subject: Re: Immortality

>Also, I remember a short story about immortality, in which it is achieved
>by frequently reconstructing every cell in the body.  This includes brain
>cells, so nobody can remember anything for very long.  The solution is to
>carry a physical copy of your memory around with you, chained to your
>wrist ("I haven't lost my mind, it's backed up on tape somewhere" :-).

That's "The end of summer" by Algis Budrys (1954, a good year :-) ) The
story brings out a good point about this method of Immortality, that of
editing your memory (i.e. editing your tape). So if you had a bad
experience, just edit it out of your memory, thus you can build a set of
memories that you like.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 18:46:05 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Immortality

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>Oops! Misconception. There is only one. It is one of the cuter legends of
>the Christian theistic tradition. I forget the exact details, but one of
>the Jewish onlookers at Jesus' tribulations as he bore the Cross to
>Gethsemene was supposed to have mocked Him, and been told by Jesus: "You
>will linger until I return". The legend is that this individual has been
>roaming the Earth, repentant, unable to die, awaiting the nearly two
>millenia delayed Second Coming of Jesus. Many stories are told of seeing
>The Wandering Jew, and of his activities.

One of the best books I've read based on this legend was James Blaylock's
_The Last Coin_.  In that one, however, the Wandering Jew was actually
Judas Iscariot.  The story was that in the deep mists of time, thirty coins
were minted which, when gathered together, possessed great evil power.  As
you may have supposed, those were the thirty Judas received for betraying
Jesus.  In his remorse, he attempted to kill himself, but was cursed with
immortality and the equally unending task of preventing the coins from ever
coming together again.  The book is set in the 'present', and centers
around a particular individual's attempt to gain possession of all the
coins.  It was delightful reading.  Highly recommended.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 20:07:00 GMT
From: fps@orion.icd.ab.com (Frederick P. Skok)
Subject: Re: Immortality

>Noticing all the title requests for books on vampires, does anyone have
>any suggestions on books that have characters who are immortal or develop
>the concept of immortality in general?

How about the sine qua non of short stories on immortality: _The Immortals_
written by Jorge Luis Borges in collaboration with Adolfo Bioy-Casares.  It
has been anthologized in _The Chronicles of Bustos Domecq_, _The Aleph and
Other Stories_, and _Labyrinths_.

It considers the prospect of being immortal and nothing else - kind of
scary to consider.

And, in Borges concise style, it's only about six pages long. A short story
on immortality, hmmmm.

Fred Skok
Allen-Bradley Communications & Information Systems 
747 Alpha Drive
Highland Heights, OH 44143
(216)646-4494
...!{cwjcc,decvax,pyramid,uunet}!fps@icd.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 16:15:31 GMT
From: gluon@thep.lu.se (Guest Account)
Subject: Re: "The worst, most hackneyed..."

>Question: does anyone have recommendations for sf books/series dealing
>mainly with psionic, specifically telepathic, powers (other than the soap
>opera length stuff from McCaffrey and Kurtz)?  I'm playing a psi character
>in an rpg campaign and would like to read something decent.

There are plenty of telepathy/psi stories around.  Here are some I liked:

Robert Silverberg: "Dying inside" Lone telepath in 1970s New York.  Pretty
   mainstream literature, hardly sf apart from the telepathy theme.  Great
   read anyway.
R A Heinlein: "Stranger in a strange land" A classic, hardly in need of
   presentation.  Lots of psi, even though it's not a dominant theme.
Marion Zimmer Bradley: "Darkover" series.  A world where the aristocracy
   has psi powers.  Some nice comments about what psi might do to society
   and customs.
Julian May: "Saga of the Exiles" Five thick books about a small group of
   psi'ers exiled to the distand past, and about humanity's interactions
   with psi-based extraterrestrial civilization.
	    
The list could easily be made longer (and probably will be, by other
netters) but this enough for now.

Sverker Johansson
lsj@quark.lu.se
lsj@cernvm.cern.ch
lsj@cernvm.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 18:23:40 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Telepathic books (Re: "The worst, most hackneyed...")

> Question: does anyone have recommendations for sf books/series dealing
> mainly with psionic, specifically telepathic, powers (other than the soap
> opera length stuff from McCaffrey and Kurtz)?  I'm playing a psi
> character in an rpg campaign and would like to read something decent.

_Hunter of Worlds_ by C. J. Cherryh.

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 20:06:18 GMT
From: bmo1@ra.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: Re: "The worst, most hackneyed..."

Daniel Keys Moran's book _Emerald_Eyes_ tells the story of a sub-race of
genetically engineered telepaths who are trying to keep their newly-gained
freedom from the United Nations Peace Keeping Force.  The setting is a sort
of cyberpunk world in which the UNPKF has replaced all world governments.
A VERY good look at the persecution a known group of psionics might have
from society.  The sequel, _The_Long_Run_, is also very good, though it
barely touches upon psionics.  (In fact, barely at all)

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 02:30:14 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Psi stories (was Re: "The worst, most hackneyed...")

I liked James H. Schmitz's Hub stories a lot.  Start with novella "Novice"
(In one of the Analog annuals, or in the book "The Universe Against Her".)
and continue with the others, "The Telezy Toy" and "The Lion Game".  I may
be missing one, my books are all packed so I can't check.  The heroine of
the stories is a very powerful teenaged telepath.

Mike Van Pelt   
Headland Technology/Video 7
...ames!vsi1!headland!mvp  

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 22:39:49 GMT
From: chen@umbra.gatech.edu (Ray Chen)
Subject: Re: "The worst, most hackneyed..."

Books dealing with telepathy:

Try "The Demolished Man" by Alfred Bester.

Telepaths have become an integrated part of society (complete with an
Espers Guild and all).

A wonderful book.

Ray Chen
chen@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 15:43:26 GMT
From: joan@med.unc.edu (Joan Shields)
Subject: Re: Psi stories

Also, Joan D. Vinge: _Psion_ and _Catspaw_

Joan

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Asprin & Cabell (2 msgs) & Cherryh &
                       Donaldson & Eddings & Gerrold (3 msgs) &
                       Gibson & Gordon & Heinlein & 
                       Hubbard (2 msgs) & McCammon (3 msgs) &
                       Moran & Panshin (2 msgs) & 
                       Where Are They Now?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 01:57:24 GMT
From: RMARTIN@utcvm.bitnet (Drew Martin)
Subject: The Next Myth-Adventures book

   Has anyone heard when "Sweet Myth-tery of Life" will be published?  I
need my next myth-fix.

Richard Andrew Martin

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 00:48:53 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: James Branch Cabell

Tim Johnson wrote:
>So I'm also curious to find whether or not it has outlasted its day.

JURGEN is, indeed, still around as are many of Cabell's books (and he wrote
LOTS of them.)  By all means look them up and enjoy.  (I'm afraid I can't
give you a very good list - none of my copies are handy at the moment, but
THE CHARWOMAN'S SHADOW, THE CREAM OF THE JEST, and the Poictisme stories in
general come to mind.)

I also know of one disapointment he inadvertantly caused for a friend of
mine.  She'd read JURGEN at a fairly early age, and had heard it referred
to as pornography.  So of course she figured pornography would be something
witty and poetic.  Eventually she came across the real thing and was most
disappointed in it.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 19:20:55 GMT
From: sebree@ondine.eng.sun.com (Michael Sebree [OS Technology])
Subject: Re: James Branch Cabell

Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero) writes:
>JURGEN is, indeed, still around as are many of Cabell's books (and he
>wrote LOTS of them.)  By all means look them up and enjoy.  (I'm afraid I
>can't give you a very good list - none of my copies are handy at the
>moment, but THE CHARWOMAN'S SHADOW, THE CREAM OF THE JEST, and the

_The Charwoman's Shadow_ is, unfortunately, not by Cabell. It was written
by Dunsany. It is a worthy and interesting book, as Dunsany's novels go (I
liked the _The King of Elfland's Daughter_ better). However, I have often
thought that Dunsany's talents were not always shown to their best
advantage in novel-length works.  There are few writers who can beat him at
the fantasy short story/prose poem, which I think is his real metier.

This is in contrast to Cabell, who seemed to excell at works of
novella-to-novel length.

Although Dunsany and Cabell were close contemporaries (they were born and
died within a year of one another, I recall), and people often lump their
work together for convenience sake, they have always seemed extremely far
apart to me, when it comes to their interests, techniques, and the "flavor"
of their works. Practically the only thing these writers have in common is
their use of fantasy, and their excellent prose styles (yet even their
prose styles possess different claims to excellence).  The differences
between these two writers is to some extent summed up by who they named as
influences on their writings: Dunsany said that his chief influences where
the King James Bible and Herodotus; Cabell, in his autobiography, mentioned
a host of writers that had influenced him, among them Anatole France and
Voltaire.  

Michael Sebr'ee
sebree@ondine.Eng.Sun.COM "And

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 03:22:43 GMT
From: jgl41717@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Snoofy)
Subject: CJ Cherryh and Merovingen

I think that the anthology Cherryh is overseeing is great in general,
although I don't care very much for some of the other authors. I love the
romance (or you could say lack of) between Altair and Thomas.  If anyone
else particulary likes this series, please tell me about your opinions, no
matter how humble :-) !!!!

jgl41717@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 15:29:54 GMT
From: hunt@oils.enet.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant inconsistency?

gln@cs.arizona.edu (Gary Newell) writes:
> However, if I remember correctly, Hile Troy is yanked out of a burning
> house where he was sure to die - right? Perhaps the rules don't work if
> there is no living body to return to.

Correct. In fact, the last thing Hile Troy remembers is hanging out of an
x-floor story window (where x is a suitably fatal number), slowly losing
his grip on the window sill. He may even remember letting go; I can't
remember exactly.

So there is support for the "dead in this world therefore trapped in the
Land" theory.

There may also be a reason to do with intention. Hile Troy wasn't the
subject of Atarian's summoning; Covenant was. Perhaps being summoned by
mistake causes the traditional rules to be invalidated.

This sounds odd, given that a mistake would result in a more powerful
summoning than a successful one, but then this isn't exactly inconsistent.
Foul was more free to wreak havoc on the Land after Laws had been broken;
thus, for Foul, the absence of Law made him more powerful.

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 13:01:26 GMT
From: tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (TANNER RYAN WILLIAM)
Subject: SoK SPOILER

I don't know what Eddings was thinking about when he authorized the cover
for Seeress of Kell.  The cover shows a man in black armor with a helmet
reminiscent of Torak's steel mask using a lance with a nimbus of power
around it unhorsing a knight in gleaming silver armor.  I think this was
deliberate deception.  After all, in the book, the only one to use a
magicked lance is Garion, and his armor was described as gleaming like
those the Mimbrate knights use.  Eddings probably could have come up with
some other scene from the book to show the clash between good and evil.
This scene is clearly inaccurate.  So, what would you have depicted?  How
about a scene showing the Seeress of Kell mediating bewteen Belgarion and
Zandramas?

Ryan
tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 13:45:41 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: War Against the Chtorr

I just finished the third book "A Rage for Revenge".  Does anyone know when
the fourth book will be released?

I would also like to know what people thought of the fourth book.

Marc Wiz
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!egorby.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 22:05:33 GMT
From: ez003389@fella.ucdavis.edu (Tim Prestero)
Subject: Re: Chtorr!!!

sethcohn@alchemy.tcnet.ithaca.ny.us (Seth Cohn) writes:
>I love the Chtorran Series by David Gerrold!
>Anyone else?

Yes, but I do believe he's forgotten about THE LAST BOOK!!!  Aaaaugh! It's
been, what, three years now?!? BTW, _Voyage of the Star Wolf_ was
excellent, even though it wasn't _A Day for Damnation_ (or whatever the
heck book four is).

Tim Prestero

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 03:39:32 GMT
From: bairds@eecs.cs.pdx.edu (Shawn L. Baird)
Subject: Re: Chtorr!!!

ez003389@fella.ucdavis.edu (Tim Prestero) writes:
>Yes, but I do believe he's forgotten about THE LAST BOOK!!!  Aaaaugh! It's
>been, what, three years now?!? BTW, _Voyage of the Star Wolf_ was
>excellent, even though it wasn't _A Day for Damnation_ (or whatever the
>heck book four is).

When you think about how long and how good the books are, though, you can
understand the wait. It hasn't been three years yet, because _A Rage for
Revenge_ isn't that old yet. (At least, I don't think so. My whole series
is loaned out at the moment.) Also, he's been working of _Voyage of the
Star Wolf_ I guess.

Shawn L. Baird
bairds@eecs.ee.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 15:22:40 GMT
From: wex@dali.pws.bull.com (Komarimasen)
Subject: Re: _The Difference Engine_

IACRPM@asuacad.BITNET ("R. Pearce-Moses") writes:
>Am I am prude, or what? :-) The sex scene(s) in Gibson's _TDE_ seem
>completely globbed on.  What do they have to do with anything else that's
>going on in the story?

I assume you're referring primarily to the extended interlude with the
prostitute?

I can see it relating in several ways.  One is if you look at the pace of
the action in the story, this is really an interlude in the musical sense.
It's a slow scene that builds up tension as the plot gathers steam (pun
intended) for the second half.

Another is that it's revealing of the protagonist and his society.  We see
his taste in women, we see him spending huge sums of money just because he
feels like it.  We also see, through him, a reflection of the truth that is
shown throughout the book: technological advance does not equate with
social advance.

The mens' attitudes towards the women are as repressed and repressive as in
our history of Victorian times.  I think Gibson and Sterling were
deliberately pointing out that these kinds of problems cannot be solved by
technology.

[Fairness In Advertising Department: I consider both Sterling and Gibson to
be friends.  I actually read most of the prostitute scene in a Turkey City
workshop with Sterling a couple years ago.  Overall, I liked the book, but
I think both men are capable of better work.  I feel that I did not get as
much out of the book as I might, had I a better background in that period
in history.]

Alan Wexelblat
Bull Worldwide Information Systems
wex@pws.bull.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 00:53:39 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts(ESG Forever!))
Subject: Trilogy

Of all of the series discussed here, I have never seen anything concerning
Stuart Gordons trilogy: _One_Eye_, _Two_Eyes_,and _Three_Eyes_.  I read
_Three_Eyes_ first. I don't recall where I picked it up. Maybe at a garage
sale!  The other two I finaly found years later, in two different used book
stores. One in Santa Barbara and one somewhere else.

Anybody read it? What did you think? It was weird the way it blended
differing levels of technology/religion, cross time communication, and
inter- dimentional conflict. Each book had a different flavor, yet they all
tied in together.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 16:19:13 GMT
From: ssegan@dorsai.com (Dorsai/BEC Liason)
Subject: Term Paper: Nietzche and Heinlein

    I'm doing a term paper on a rather interesting topic, and I thought I'd
like to share it with you guys, find out what you think. I'm evaluating the
social philosophy of Robert Heinlein in comparison to that of Fred
Neitzche; the Heinlein I'm using is STRANGER and TIME ENOUGH, and the
Neitzche is (of course) THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA. So far, it seems quite a
bit of RAH's musings have a basis in the German sage, except for what he
thinks about women - which is up for grabs anyway.

Anyways, I wanted to pose the question:
  How much do *you* think RAH got from Neitzche? Where do you think they
differ most conspicuously?

As well as
  What -does- RAH think of women, anyway?
 
Note I'm not asking for term paper assistance - I can get that with an 800
number in the back of Rolling Stone. What I am trying to do is start a
lively (?), intellectual (?) conversation.

Sascha

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 19:54:00 GMT
From: DRCURT%BSU.DECNET@msus1.bitnet (Lost in Space)
Subject: Re:  L.Ron Hubbard

Yes, L. Ron Hubbard is the meglomaniac, the self-centered proliferic writer
that he was, but despite this, Hubbard's writings can not be denied.
Simply ignore that his scientology books were ever written.  It is a dying
church and the only thing sustaining it is the revenues from the books that
are sold.  Which seems to irk a few people, but then this is not a problem
for the people who enjoy the books of the late writer.  If you are not at
all interested in even starting the Mission Earth Dekalogy, averaging 350
pages each, then I highly recommended _Battlefield Earth_, which is no
bigger than any Stephen King book and keeps a pace that is on par with any
Indiana Jones or James Bond movie (in spaceships that is), and it deals
with a post-holocaust world that so many readers are highly attracted to.
Foremost, the book is a bit older, and easy to find in most large
libraries.  There is an incredible amount of character that Johny McTyler
exhibits that are associated with current heroes.  Don't let the pretense
of L. Ron's early 60's movement frighten you from an otherwise incredible
book.

Douglas Curtis
drcurt@bsu.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 00:10:04 GMT
From: florian@convex.csd.uwm.edu (Chris Florian)
Subject: Re:  L.Ron Hubbard

I have read Battlefield Earth, and up to 5 or 6 in the Mission Earth books.
But even though, as you say, you should ignore his scientology books, some
of that shows through in the other works.  In his characters, you will find
that many of them if told what scientology was would say, 'Yeah, I already
believe that...'  I found that reading these books in large quanities and
with Hubbard that is the only way you can get them) changed my way of
thinking, just a bit.  Remember the best way to give someone medicine is to
hide it.

I do enjoy the books, but I also don't want my money going to the
scientology church.

Also one small correction - Battlefield Earth is a little bit longer than
previously mentioned.  1066 pages in paperback and just over 600 in
hardcover.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 19:58:01 GMT
From: goathunter@WKUVX1 ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: McCammon's _Swan Song_

With the recent discussion of post-nuclear war novels, I have to jump in
and recommend _Swan Song_, by Robert R. McCammon.  The novel is one of the
best I've ever read and paints (for a large part of the novel) a pretty
grim picture of life after the nukes.  I enjoyed _The Postman_, but wasn't
nearly as captivated by it as I was by _Swan Song_.  I urge you to read the
book (and any other McCammon).  You'll probably find it in the "Horror"
section, but, like most of his books, it isn't really horror (if you want a
fun, 50's movie-style science fiction story, check out McCammon's
_Stinger_).

Hunter Goatley
WKU
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 03:10:45 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: McCammon's _Swan Song_

Didn't Stephen King write a book that was a ripoff of this?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 22:19:19 GMT
From: ferring@ms.uky.edu (William Ferring |  ferring@ms.uky.edu)
Subject: Re: McCammon's _Swan Song_

Actually, Stephen King's book, "The Stand", was out before McCammon's book
"Swan Song".  King just re-released an updated extended, uncut, extended
version of "The Stand".  I have read both books (the original "The Stand"
and "Swan Song") and prefer King's post-apocolyptic book.  There are some
similarities, but the two are, overall, completely different.

William A. Ferring III  
University of Kentucky  

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 03:50:25 GMT
From: taa27@ccvax.iastate.edu (TRENT)
Subject: The Long Run

   I've heard that there is a third book in the Tales of Continuing Time
series(Emerald Eyes and The Long Run are 1 and 2) This series is by Daniel
Keyes Moran.
   If anyone has heard of this book, please post or email its name. Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 19:00:56 GMT
From: SHOTOP@intellicorp.com (stefan jw hotop)
Subject: Alexei Panshin

Some years ago I read three novels about Anthony Villiers the "Galactic
Dandy" by Alexei Panshin in a German edition.  Does anyone know what the
original editions are and whether they are still available? In the third
volume AP mentioned a forthcoming fourth volume, did that ever come out in
the US (I definitely know that there is no German edition).  I really loved
reading these novels and would like to read them in the original version if
that is possible.

Thanks.

Stefan Jw Hotop.
SHotop@IntelliCorp.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 13:41:06 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Alexei Panshin

SHOTOP@INTELLICORP.COM (Stefan Jw Hotop) writes:

>Some years ago I read three novels about Anthony Villiers the "Galactic
>Dandy" by Alexei Panshin in a German edition.  Does anyone know what the
>original editions are and whether they are still available?

The original titles were STAR WELL, THE THURB REVOLUTION, and MASQUE WORLD.
They are not currently in print. Their most recent editions were issued in
the mid-70's or thereabouts.

>In the third volume AP mentioned a forthcoming fourth volume, did that
>ever come out in the US

No.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 16:50:02 GMT
From: msandlin@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Sandlin)
Subject: Where are they now?

     I have a list of favorite authors I always look for when I go into a
bookstore. There are a few that I have not heard from recently and I wonder
if it is because they have not done anything or if it is simply because I
live at the wrong end of the universe and the local bookstores don't know
what to stock.  Here is the list which includes the last known book. Does
anyone know if more recent work is planned, in progress, or already
released?

Brian Daley    Last completed the Hobart Floyt/Alacrity Fitzhugh 
               trilogy, a fun read.

Tim Powers     "On Stranger Tides", he always finds some way to 
               boggle the mind while dismembering his heroes.
 
Norman Spinrad "Child of Fortune", I consider this a great work 
               of literature. Spinrad always manages to be very 
               good or very bad.

Finally, does anyone know about another DNA Cowboys book that preceded "The
Last Stand of the DNA Cowboys" by Mick Farren. Is this book as good as
TLSotDNAC and is it still in print?

Mike Sandlin
msandlin@ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Books - Post-Nuclear SF (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 15:58:56 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Post-Nuclear SF

ward@unix386.Convergent.COM (Ward Griffiths) writes:
> Brin hasn't written a book yet that wasn't worth reading.  "The Postman"
> is excellent and is tied with "Emergence" by David R. Palmer and "Davy"
> by Edgar Pangborn as the best post-holocaust novels ever written.  In my
> own arrogant opinion, of course.

  Brin hasn't written a book that wasn't worth reading?  HAR HAR HAR.....
You've obviously not encountered "THE PRACTICE EFFECT."  It reads like
something that he typed with his toes, while drunk and mentally absent.

( That said, let me add that ever since a friend (jeh@dcs.simpact.com)
browbeat me into reading the whole "STARTIDE RISING" novel, I've been
buying copies and giving them to people who haven't read it.  Excellent
work. )
 
  For my money, the best post-holocaust novel ever written was "AND CALL
ME CONRAD" a.k.a. "THIS IMMORTAL," by, of course, Zelazny.
  But there are others that appealed; look at "THE LONG TOMORROW" by Leigh
Brackett.

I didn't mind Pat Frank's "ALAS BABYLON" (ending line: "You didn't know?
We *clobbered* 'em!")

  There's a famous short piece by H. Beam Piper that had a great deal of
impact on me; a group of post-holocaust woodsrunners damage highways so the
automatic repair crews come, and then they grab one of the robots and gut
it, to get the refined oil in it to feed their oil lamps... "Things will be
a little better this winter.  At least we'll have light."
 
  How about "THE RETURN," a short by H.Beam Piper and "J.J.McGuire?"
  How about "CHRYSALIS" by John Wyndham?
  Many of Asimov's novels are set in a future where the Earth was frazzled
by nuclear war, and still glows in spots.

  It's also interesting to note how many "mainstream" authors have played
in post-holocaust milieux.  Nevil Shute's "ON THE BEACH" and William
Stewart's "EARTH ABIDES," both thoroughly undistinguished works, come to
mind.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 02:13:31 GMT
From: rquazi@engws5.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

'A Boy and his Dog' by Harlan Ellison. 

Also a pretty good movie (uncensored version only).

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 02:11:16 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

Carl Kolchak mentions George R. Stewart's Earth Abides as a "thoroughly
undistinguished" work of post-holocaust fiction. Well, technically I'd
call it eco-catastrophe, since he explicitly assigns the cause of
humanity's die-off to a (presumably) natural plague. The book has stayed in
print for most of the past 40 years, and has dated surprisingly little. I
haven't re-read it in several years, but I recall it as a very mature
treatment of the theme. Indeed, Stephen King's The Stand reads like a
downmarket ripoff of it.

Then we have earlier stuff: The Portable Phonograph, whose author I'm
ashamed to say I've forgotten, a very elegant short story from the 30s in
which general warfare rather than nukes have proven sufficient; H.G. Wells'
The War in the Air (which I think someone has already mentioned) and
various other "future-war" novels stemming from the turn of the century.
Have we mentioned Bernard Wolf's Limbo from the late 40s? Another grown-up
but very odd novel.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 22:38:59 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.UUCP (Crawford Kilian) writes:
> Carl Kolchak mentions George R. Stewart's Earth Abides as a "thoroughly
> undistinguished" work of post-holocaust fiction. Well, technically I'd
> call it eco-catastrophe, since he explicitly assigns the cause of
> humanity's die-off to a (presumably) natural plague. The book has stayed
> in print for most of the past 40 years, and has dated surprisingly
> little.

By that value system, Herman Wouk's "THE LOMOKOME PAPERS" is a good book;
it's been in print for much of the last thirty years.  *grin* Heck,
there've even been reprintings of Allan Adler's "MACH I" and Flint & Hall's
"THE BLIND SPOT;" the latter's been in and out of print for something like
half a century.

Want to see something that's been reprinted a lot?  Dig out the August,
1928 issue of AMAZING, and read the original version of "ARMAGEDDON: 2419
A.D." by Philip Francis Nowlan.  Not only not dated (although inaccurate in
fine detail concerning U.S. history, 1930-2000), but quite readable.  And
of course, it and its variform sequels have been in print for sixty years.

Personally, I find "ARMAGEDDON: 2419 A.D." and "THE AIRLORDS OF THE HAN"
(at least, in their original form) to be vastly more rewarding than
anything with Stewart's name on it.  (large grin)

> I haven't re-read it in several years, but I recall it as a very mature
> treatment of the theme. Indeed, Stephen King's The Stand reads like a
> downmarket ripoff of it.

I'm not convinced of that; while King has unabashedly mined much of SF and
fantasy for his plot devices and story structures, he at least has the soul
of a storyteller, and *desires* to entertain; I was never sure just what
Stewart's orientation and intention were.

> Then we have earlier stuff: The Portable Phonograph, whose author I'm
> ashamed to say I've forgotten, a very elegant short story from the 30s

I *believe* it's Walter Van Tilburg Clark; around thirty years back, when
he was briefly writer-in-residence at U of Nevada Reno, I interviewed him
for a newspaper, and I *think* I remember him discussing that story, and
commenting on how he'd gotten the idea from certain of Edmond Hamilton's
and John Campbell's stories.  But I'd have to check my journals, which are
all still in Reno, so don't quote me on that.

> in which general warfare rather than nukes have proven sufficient; H.G.
> Wells' The War in the Air (which I think someone has already mentioned)
> and various other "future-war" novels stemming from the turn of the
> century.  Have we mentioned Bernard Wolf's Limbo from the late 40s?
> Another grown-up but very odd novel.

How about a short piece called "THE EAGLES GATHER" by Joseph Kelleam?  I
suspect that "THE SYNDIC" by C.M. Kornbluth might qualify, as well.

Your genteel comment on my off-handed confusion of concept between
"holocaust" and "catastrophe" genres is noted; I will observe proper usage
in the future.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 23:57:59 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Postnuclear SF

Mr. Kolchak is bang-on - Walter Van Tilburg Clark it was who wrote The
Portable Phonograph. I don't know Kelleam's The Eagles Gather, and it must
be going on 35 years since I read The Syndic so I recall little of it at
all.  Certainly in the 10 or 15 years after Hiroshima, nuclear armageddon
preoccupied SF and mainstream writers to a degree we would now find a
little surprising.  Here again, By the Bomb's Early Light has useful
insights (wish I could remember the author!).

They're coming back to me: Gunner Cade by "Cyril Judd" (Judith Merril and
C.M.  Kornbluth); the Davy books by Pangborn; of course Wyndham's The
Chrysalids; Philip Wylie's Tomorrow!; the famous Collier's Magazine history
of WW3; and perhaps the earliest vision, a story in Life Magazine almost
immediately after the war which envisaged a missile attack on the US from
bases in Africa. Any more spring to mind?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 15:39:52 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Postnuclear SF

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.UUCP (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>Mr. Kolchak is bang-on - Walter Van Tilburg Clark it was who wrote The
>Portable Phonograph. I don't know Kelleam's The Eagles Gather, and it must
>be going on 35 years since I read The Syndic so I recall little of it at
>all.  Certainly in the 10 or 15 years after Hiroshima, nuclear armageddon
>preoccupied SF and mainstream writers to a degree we would now find a
>little surprising.  Here again, By the Bomb's Early Light has useful
>insights (wish I could remember the author!).
>
>They're coming back to me: Gunner Cade by "Cyril Judd" (Judith Merril and
>C.M.  Kornbluth); the Davy books by Pangborn; of course Wyndham's The
>Chrysalids; Philip Wylie's Tomorrow!; the famous Collier's Magazine
>history of WW3; and perhaps the earliest vision, a story in Life Magazine
>almost immediately after the war which envisaged a missile attack on the
>US from bases in Africa. Any more spring to mind?

   Hmmm. What about:


   Title                        Author                  

   Dark December                Alfred Coppel   
   On The Beach                 Nevil Schute
   Malevil                      Robert Merle
   Long Loud Silence            Wilson Tucker
   Shadow on the Hearth         Judith Merril
   Long Tomorrow                Leigh Brackett
   Vault of the Ages            Poul Anderson
   Twilight World               Poul Anderson
   Daybreak-2250 AD             Andre Norton
   Farnham's Freehold           Robert Heinlein
   Worlds of the Imperium       Keith Laumer
         
I think those are all pre-MIRV novels.

James Nicoll    

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 16:09:27 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: post-holocaustal SF

mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump) writes:
> I prefer the term post-holocaust, meaning that anything could happen to
> disrupt/traumatize the entire world.  This is the type of SF that I
> specialize in, and these books were off the top of my head, with lots
> more to come
> 
> Heiro's Journey and its sequel
> Warday
> Pandora's genes and sequel
> Ariel
> Cloud Warrior and sequels

I remember an older book which I think was called "Dark December".  It was
the story of a missle officer attempting to reach his home in California
after WW III.  The story eventually deteriorated into a chase with a
psychotic officer on his tail, but the images in the book were striking.
There was a Russian pilot held captive in a cage after his bomber crashed
near a small town.  There was another small town, totally unimportant, that
got a direct hit by a nuclear missle that missed it's target.  There were
giant radioactive lakes (one nickname Lake Megaton) caused by hits on dams.

The short story "Coming Attractions" was very good.  It took place in
"Hell" (New York City) and pictured an almost total social breakdown.

Marc

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 18:11:04 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: catastrophe-holocaust SF

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.UUCP (Crawford Kilian) writes:
> Any more spring to mind?

Thanks for the correction on John Wyndham's "THE CHRYSALIDS," which I'd
mis-remembered as "CHRYSALIS."
 
Several of Wyndham's books are catastrophe-oriented; much of Brit
SF/fantasy from the fifties concerned itself with this area, possibly due
to the rather post-holocaust milieu in which many Brits were *living* in
the fifties.  It's easy to visualize utter destruction when you're living
in it.
 
Wyndham: DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS, OUT OF THE DEEPS, THE CHRYSALIDS.  John
Christopher (I think his real name's Christopher Youd) NO BLADE OF GRASS.
John Brunner: THE SHEEP LOOK UP

On this side of the Atlantic, Harry Harrison's "MAKE ROOM!  MAKE ROOM!"
and Ward Moore's "GREENER THAN YOU THINK" both come to mind as variants of
the eco-catastrophe.

I recall a Raymond F. Jones juvenile novel about what the earth is like
after passing through a comet's tail which contains a strange compound that
causes metal parts in contact with each other to weld, resulting in the
complete disablement of technical civilization.  (Can't remember the
title.)

Philip E. High's "THESE SAVAGE FUTURIANS" pops up from memory; again, an
eco-catastrophe rather than a holocaust novel.

Poul Anderson has done a great many stories set in post-holocaust and
post-catastrophe futures; all the Maurai Confederacy stories could qualify,
"THE WINTER OF THE WORLD" is superb, and his story "EPILOG" (about robotic
evolution in the millions of years following nuclear war that destroys all
organic life on Earth) is, IMEO, a major classic.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 06:10:53 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

I'm surprised that no one seems to have mentioned the Pelbar cycle.  I
don't have my library at hand; the author's last name is either Williams or
Wilson.  The first in the cycle is _The Breaking of Northwall_.  The
setting is about a thousand years after the great catastrophe which, in
this case, is a comet strike combined with panic stricken nuclear salvos.

The US is almost depopulated.  There are scattered populations with wildly
varying cultures.  The focal point of the cycle are the Pelbar, who live in
three fortified cities along the Heart river (the Mississippi).  The Pelbar
culture was founded by a radical feminist who survived the catastrophe.
The Pelbar culture is interesting - women are soldiers and rulers; men tend
the children.  The cycle revolves around rediscovery and reunification of
the multiplicity of cultures.

The whole cycle is incredibly good.  

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 16:19:47 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: post-holocaust SF

I know it isn't related to a *nuclear* holocaust, but Stephen King's
_The_Stand_ is about a world (US) that has been ravaged by a terrible
unnamed plague...which of course, as in most of King's books, leads to a
"great battle between good and evil..."

Unfortunately the only other book that comes to mind along these lines is
Michael Crichton's _Terminal_Man_ but again, that's along the same lines as
The Stand.

So, if you want to read books where the world is mostly destroyed, you
might want to try these two.  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 17:16:08 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Post-[Nuclear/Holocaust/Apocalypse]

I don't think the setting was specifically post-"nuclear" war, but it was
_definitely_ post-[something major] - try Glen Cook's "The Heirs of
Babylon" (Signet/New American Library, 1972; also published in Germany, but
I have no other details on that edition).  

Cheers.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 18:04:46 GMT
From: blanford@spf.trw.com (Ron Blanford)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

Don't forget Edgar Pangborn's _Davy_ and _The Company of Glory_.  Davy has
a couple of parts that put me rolling on the floor with laughter no matter
how often I read them.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 06:48:36 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: post-holocaust SF

Carol Gechtberg <cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM> writes:
> I know it isn't related to a *nuclear* holocaust, but Stephen King's
> _The_Stand_ is about a world (US) that has been ravaged by a terrible
> unnamed plague...which of course, as in most of King's books, leads to a
> "great battle between good and evil..."

   This is a rip-off of Stewart's _Earth Abides_, IMO quite a good novel
despite what's been said here.

> Unfortunately the only other book that comes to mind along these lines is
> Michael Crichton's _Terminal_Man_ but again, that's along the same lines
> as The Stand.

   _Terminal Man_ is about a guy with a form of frontal lobe epilepsy that
medical scientists try to control with implanted electrodes in his head,
and all the fun things that result when they realize ``Maybe this wasn't
such a good idea after all.''

   Perhaps you were thinking about Crichton's _The Andromeda Strain_, which
is about a space crystal-cum-virus, etc.

   _The Stand_ is okay, though I prefer _Earth Abides_.  _The Andromeda
Strain_ is a must-read (or a must-see; they did a *very* good job on the
movie).

   Try also _Systemic Shock_ by Dean Ing.  Not great, but okay
limited-exchange nuclear warfare, plus some classic Ing dirigibles (the man
just *loves* the things).  Piers Anthony's _Battle Circle_ trilogy (the
only one left he hasn't re-opened, God forbid) is also quite interesting,
and probably the best thing he ever wrote (not that that's saying much).
And as a final topper, there's Frank Herbert's _The White Plague_, which is
one of the best `genetically-engineered virus nearly wipes out mankind'
novels ever done.

cerebus@cs.bu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 4 Apr 91 05:24:05 GMT
From: knappenp@agnes.acc.stolaf.edu (Finch)
Subject: Bone Dance

The new book by Emma Bull, author of _War for the Oaks_ and _Falcon_, is
called _Bone Dance_ and will be released within the next three weeks.  I do
not know if it is sci-fi or fantasy, she writes both equally as well.  If
you have never heard of her or read her stuff, I recommend it.

Have a nice day.

Paul Knappenberger
knappenp@agnes.acc.stolaf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 21:07:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Campbell

   Carrol and Graf, responsible for reprinting 50's sf, recently came out
with _The Moon is Hell!_ which is really a collection of two novels, _The
Moon is Hell!_ and _The Elder Gods_.
   _The Moon is Hell!_ was awesome.  Rates a three.
   In never even finished _The Elder Gods_.  I didn't care about the
characters, the dialogue was a little stiff, etc.
   I'm not writing this to dump on the novel, but to ask a few questions.
   1).  Is it worth finishing?  I am definitely not a fantasy fan, having
read TlotR and believing that all else was just a knockup.
   2).  What other fantasy did Campbell write?
   3).  When was _The Elder Gods_ published?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 08:12:04 GMT
From: mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup)
Subject: Re: CJ Cherryh and Merovingen

jgl41717@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu writes:
>I think that the anthology Cherryh is overseeing is great in general,
>although I don't care very much for some of the other authors. I love the
>romance (or you could say lack of) between Altair and Thomas.  If anyone
>else particulary likes this series, please tell me about your opinions, no
>matter how humble :-) !!!!

My opinion on Cherryh is slightly divided. I liked the Chanur series and
most of the rest of her stories taking place in that universe (such as
"Downbelow", "Rimrunners", "Merchanter's Luck" (the German translation is
just horrible) and the one on the cloning experiment). What absolutely
drove me up the wall were her 'exploits' in the realm of fantasy (the
Morgaine cycle and "The Paladin").  I only read the first one in the German
translation; might be the reason :-).

Back to the original subject: Yes, "Merovingen Nights" are great books, but
perhaps this is because she didn't write all the stories herself? What I
especially liked was the coherence between the different stories. They were
well coordinated and yet different. The opposite was almost seen in
"Thieve's World", where the lacking coherence made the books rather
difficult to read.

How do you classify "Merovingen Nights"? I see them, as you perhaps infer
from above statements, more as fantasy (of the swash-buckling kind) than as
sf.  Before this turns into a major flame war (well, perhaps only a minor),
I have to say, that I KNOW that I shouldn't try all to hard to classify
like this, but it does make the organisation of my book shelves simpler.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 19:00:50 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Where are they now?

msandlin@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Sandlin) writes:
>Brian Daley    Last completed the Hobart Floyt/Alacrity Fitzhugh 
>               trilogy, a fun read.

   Not quite last completed, as he's one half of 'Jack McKinney' of the
_Robotech_ novelizations and, more recently, _Kaduna Memories_ (or however
it's spelled).  I hope he does more Floyt/Fitzhugh stuff.

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 21:35:16 GMT
From: adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF & seperate Minor Spoiler for Shudder Child

RSS@calstate.BITNET (Richard S. Smith) writes:
> I would be interested in starting a *minor* discussion of SF books that
> deal with Post-Nuclear scenarios.  Short lists of recommended books would
> be appreciated.  In particular, has anyone read _The Postman_ by David
> Brin?  I've liked his other stuff (e.g. _Earth_), and would like to know
> if this one's worth reading.

_The_Postman_ is WELL worth reading, as are _Damnation_Alley_ and
_Emergence_.  A non-nuclear war, post-catastrophe that was also quite good
is _Shudder_Child.

***MINOR SPOILER ALERT FOR SHUDDER_CHILD!!!***

_Shudder_Child_ brings up an interesting point.  There doesn't need to be a
war to cause problems with radioactivity.  Imagine our world after
MASSIVE	 earthquakes and then think about nuclear plants, missile silos,
toxic waste sites, chemical plants... frightening, isn't it?  Most of this
was background stuff in the book, but it shaped and continues to shape the
character's world.

Good Stuff!

Julia Kosatka
Administrative Computing
User Services

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 04:24:31 GMT
From: pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Paul S Shannon)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

Has anyone read _Riddley Walker_ by Russell Hoban?  Something else from the
post-holocaust genre, though not necessarily nuclear (I don't remember what
happened to the planet off hand).

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 08:25:02 GMT
From: rlifk@termix.termo.unit.no (Roar Larsen)
Subject: Re: Ing (was Re: Postman (was re: Post-Nuclear SF))

schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk) writes:

>> I think either Ing or Phil Dick wrote a post apocalypse book about a man
>> and his cheetah. I can't remember its name. Can anyone else?
> 
> The book is by Ing, but the title escapes me at the moment. The story is
> pretty short as the last half of the book is a information on how to make
> nuclear war survival materials out of household material. I.e., how to
> make a rdaiation detector, an air pump, etc. I think some of this, if not
> all, was reprinted in Ing's CHERNOBYL SYNDROME.

The title you're looking for is "Pulling through". Quite good.

Roar Larsen
Trondheim, Norway
rlifk@termix.termo.unit.no

------------------------------

From: dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David P Brennan)
Subject: Re: Post-[Nuclear/Holocaust/Apocalypse]
Date: 3 Apr 91 13:47:09 GMT

Unfortunately I haven't kept up with the genre recently, but IMHO the
earlier post nuclear/end-of-civilization stuff was better than the
stereotyped "Mad Max" mutant fighting type that followed.  The late 50s
nuclear armageddon fiction like ACFL, Alas Babylon, and Under Pressure
(Frank Herbert, '56 *better* than Dune IMAO) tried very hard and sometimes
succeeded in conveying the horrors of nuclear war even though the technical
info was inaccurate.  The key point was in portraying the collapse of
comfortable 50s era life, something that may hit us more forcefully at the
end of the 80s than did a decade ago.

Dave Brennan
UPitt SLIS
dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 04:57:23 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

I must say here that I consider "On The Beach" *_THE_* post-Nuclear story
ever

I think part of it (for me anyway) was that it was the first story of that
type I'd ever read and also that it was so long ago

But a big part of this book's hold on me is the way the characters deal
with the disaster, they are just so 'British' about it - there's no raging
against the dying of the light, but rather a very calm acceptance of the
end, it makes you want to reach through the pages and grasp someone by the
throat and shout "DO SOMETHING.  ANYTHING DON'T JUST SIT BACK AND TAKE
THIS.."

All these other books/stories with mutants and techo-mega-death just don't
cut it in the same way. It should be a human tale, not just another 'story'

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 09:56:34 GMT
From: dik@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr R. M. Bentley)
Subject: Re:- Post-Holocaust Sci-Fi

Can't remember if the original posting was a book request or a call for
titles but, if it was the latter, _The Horseclans_ series by Robert Adams
is set in post-nuclear USA. I haven't seen these on the shelves in the UK
for a while but I think there were 12 books altogether (and I do remember
seeing a couple of imports in Forbidden Planet a couple of years back).
Please mail me if you want any more details (if I can remember them!) or I
could post a summary to the net if demand warrants.

Oh yes, _Tom O'Bedlam_ by Robert Silverberg is set in post nuclear USA/
Latin America also.

Richard Bentley
Department of Computing  
University of Lancaster  
Bailrigg, Lancaster      
LA1 4YR,   UK.           
(44) 524 65201 x3119        
uucp: ...!mcsun!ukc!dcl-cs!dik
arpa: dik%lancs.comp@ucl.cs  

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 11:24:32 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

M. K. Wren's A Gift Upon the Shore, which came out just a year or two ago,
is a pretty darn good post-nuclear novel; it has the best description of
nuclear winter I've seen yet (I read it with some professional envy!) and a
refreshingly female-centered story.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 20:03:41 GMT
From: moonunit@meteor.wisc.edu (Chris Bovitz)
Subject: V Books

Does anyone out there have a list of all the books in the "V" series?  I
have the original by A.C. Crispin, along with about 10 others from 2
different publishers.  How many are there?  If you could e-mail me a list
of titles, authors, and publishers, I'll post the list when I get all (?)
of them.  Thanks.

Chris Bovitz
Univ of Wisconsin-Madison  
moonunit@meteor.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 16:29:40 GMT
From: smith@glinda.ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Re: Who is "Manly Banister"?

kibo@nuge107.its.rpi.edu (James 'Kibo' Parry) writes:
>I have before me "Conquest of Earth", a 1957 pulp novel (a really lame and
>juvenile one, at that).  Here's the back-cover blurb,

Hey!  I *liked* "Conquest of Earth"!  It was one of the first half-dozen or
so sf books I first encountered. Got it at a "Book Fair" along with "Andy
Buckram's Tin Men".

A juvenile it surely was, but an unusual one.  It was fairly well written,
dealt with interesting themes, such as psi and the nature of the alien
Trisz, and showed an Earth dying slowly under an alien occupation.  And the
hero of a juvenile seldom gets married in the course of the novel and then
*looses* his wife when she's killed by the bad guys.

The Trisz were, in fact, fairly alien. Their physical forms were never
clearly defined, their motives never made explicit (although several times
some *assertions* were made regarding either of the foregoing, but these
were either contradicted or proven moot later on).  They did seem to by
drying out the Earth, but whether to get the water for themselves or for
some other unfathomable purpose was not made clear either.

As for the author, Banister never wrote another novel that I have ever
heard of under that name, and I, too, would be curious to hear if it's a
pen name or what.

Above filtered through *very* old memories.  Don't ask *how* old :(

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 13:27:20 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Who is "Manly Banister"?

kibo@nuge107.its.rpi.edu (James 'Kibo' Parry) writes:
>I have before me "Conquest of Earth", a 1957 pulp novel (a really lame and
>juvenile one, at that).  [...]  The author's name is given as "MANLY
>BANISTER", which I would assume is a pseudonym given its sillyness and
>machoness.

Do you feel the same way about "Manly Wade Wellman"?

>Does anyone know who Manly Banister is/was? I'm wondering if he was a
>'real' writer who was also writing these juveniles...

From Peter Nicholls' THE SCIENCE FICTION ENCYCLOPEDIA:

   BANISTER, MANLY (MILES) (1914-- ). American novelist
   and short-story writer. CONQUEST OF EARTH (1957) is a
   SPACE OPERA [...] Other sf novels have been published
   in magazine form only.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 06:19:42 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Susan Petrey's Varkela series (Re: Short Story ID Request)

YSCS1632@VM1.YORKU.CA writes:
>Around 1983 there was a series of stories in F&SF based on a female
>scientist who was a vampire. In one story she met up with a male vampire
>from the 1800's who was a medic in some European war. I think they fell in
>love. She went back to his time to help him tend the wounded and taught
>him blood typing. All vampire characters had names starting with the
>letter "V". The author was female, and I think she died before the whole
>series had been published.

Some of your details aren't quite correct, but they're close enough to
identify what you're asking about.

The author was Susan C. Petrey, and the series was about the Varkela, a
race of vampire-like beings. The main character for most of the stories was
a Varkela healer named Spareen, with another couple of stories being about
Spareen's brother Vaylance. The cross-time story that you describe is
"Leechcraft". All of Petrey's stories were published in THE MAGAZINE OF
FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION. Petrey died rather suddenly (I forget what the
cause was) in her 30's, between the publication of her second and third
stories. Her entire oeuvre is as follows (with the F&SF issue dates):

Sep 79  Spareen Among the Tartars
Sep 80  Spidersong
Apr 81  Spareen Among the Cossacks
Feb 82  The Healer's Touch
May 82  Leechcraft
Feb 83  Small Changes
Aug 83  Spareen and Old Turk

"Spidersong" was her only non-Varkela story, and it's also the only one of
her stories that I know of to be reprinted in anthologies.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 15:56:00 GMT
From: mike@ntsc-rd.navy.mil ("Mike Allen")
Subject: Time Travel

I just finished reading Anderson's _Million Year Boat_, and though it is
not about time travel, I got interested in the subject.  Any good
recommendations??

Mike Allen

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 00:15:36 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

mike@ntsc-rd.navy.MIL ("Mike Allen") writes:
>I just finished reading Anderson's _Million Year Boat_, and though it is
>not about time travel, I got interested in the subject.  Any good
>recommendations??

I personally consider Tim Powers' _The Anubis Gates_ to be the best time
travel story ever written.  Great fun, lots of brain sprains.

I also really enjoyed Heinlein's _The Door into Summer_.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 08:46:28 GMT
From: gluon@thep.lu.se (Guest Account)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

mike@ntsc-rd.navy.MIL ("Mike Allen") writes:
>I just finished reading Anderson's _Million Year Boat_, and though it is
>not about time travel, I got interested in the subject.  Any good
>recommendations??

The same Anderson has written a nice series of time travel books, the "Time
patrol" series, with titles like "Guardians of time" and "TIme patrolman".

Michael Bishop's "No enemy but time" is a fine time travel novel, in a
distinct style.

P J Farmer has written "Time's last gift", an entertaining but not very
plausible time travel tale.

Heinlein's "All you zombies" and "By his bootstraps" are the ultimate
time-travel-paradox stories.  "The door into summer" is also great.

In "Future magic" Robert Forward discusses some of the physics issues of
time travel (among other things) - General Relativity has some weird
implications in this area.

Sverker Johansson
lsj@quark.lu.se
lsj@cernvm.cern.ch
lsj@cernvm.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 15:31:33 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

I still think "The End of Eternity" is just about the best novel Asimov has
written.

Check out Larry Niven's essay on "The Theory and Practice of Time Travel"
in his "All the Myriad Ways" collection (I think).

You absolutely have to read Heinlein's short story "All You Zombies".

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 20:10:54 GMT
From: schneier@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (bruce.schneier)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

I enjoyed James Hogan's _Thrice Upon a Time_.  P.K.Dick wrote some really
weird time travel stories--_Now Wait for Last Year_ comes to mind.  I also
agree with the above opinion on _The Anubis Gates_.  It's an excellent
book.

Bruce Schneier
schneier@ihlpl.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 19:33:45 GMT
From: adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

Speaking of time travel, I remember a short story about a depression era
man in his 60s who invented a time machine, but was disappointed in it for
some reason (maybe it could only go into the past or had a limited range -
something like that).  His wife, however, used it to go back twenty or so
years (?) and do their weekly shopping, thus stretching their otherwise
inadequate income.  This may have been written by Asimov or Heinlein.
Anybody out there remember this or am I in the wrong universe?  

Julia Kosatka
Administrative Computing
User Services

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 5 Apr 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 126

Today's Topics:

  	       Books - Brin (4 msgs) & Eisenstein & Farren &
                       Gordon & Gotschalk & Moran (2 msgs) &
                       Paul Park (6 msgs) & Powers & Vance &
                       Wolverton

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 23:05:52 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: hennebry / Brin's toe-typing music

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>>Brin hasn't written a book that wasn't worth reading?  HAR HAR HAR...
>>You've obviously not encountered "THE PRACTICE EFFECT."  It reads like
>>something that he typed with his toes, while drunk and mentally absent.
> 
> I rather liked The Practice Effect. BTW can you type with your toes?

I figure if you liked THE PRACTICE EFFECT, you must have just been reading
Piers Jacobs' latest foray into Xanthic cuteness right before you opened up
PRACTICE EFFECT.

>>( That said, let me add that ever since a friend (jeh@dcs.simpact.com)
>>browbeat me into reading the whole "STARTIDE RISING" novel, I've been
>>buying copies and giving them to people who haven't read it.  Excellent
>>work. )
>
> I liked it, too, but I didn't require browbeating.

  *I* certainly did.  I'd just read "THE PRACTICE EFFECT," after all, and
despite having read a reasonably good Brin short piece in ANALOG ("The
Tides of Kithrup," or somesuch; the early version of "STARTIDE RISING") I
had no intention of encouraging the man who'd written such a muddled,
ill-conceived, paralogical exercise in Xanthian Phantasy; *one* "Verge
Foray" is quite enough.  I recanted my views after reading the full-length
version of "STARTIDE RISING" at laser-point, and have been a Brin touter
ever since.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 00:38:03 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: Brin's toe-typing music

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>>Brin hasn't written a book that wasn't worth reading?  HAR HAR HAR...
>>You've obviously not encountered "THE PRACTICE EFFECT."  It reads like
>>something that he typed with his toes, while drunk and mentally absent.
>
>I rather liked The Practice Effect. BTW can you type with your toes?

I can, and when I do it often comes out looking like _The Practice Effect_.

Additionally, my difficulty with TPE was that it was replete with in-jokes
(for instance a character named "Guy du Bas-Tyra" lifted from Feist's awful
series of fantasy novels).  I hate it when I pick up an SF novel and find
precious little in-jokes aimed at the author's friends or at hard-core
"fen".  It's as pleasant as a conversation where everyone laughs for no
apparent reason and then look at you and say "It would take too long to
explain."

>>( That said, let me add that ever since a friend (jeh@dcs.simpact.com)
>>browbeat me into reading the whole "STARTIDE RISING" novel, I've been
>>buying copies and giving them to people who haven't read it.  Excellent
>>work. )
>
>I liked it, too, but I didn't require browbeating.

If by some unfortunate chance I had read "The Postman" (with one of the
most inconsistent, absurd and disappointing endings since the second part
of _Sassinak_ [well, okay, _Postman_ came first, so UNTIL _Sassinak_])
followed by _The Practice Effect_, it probably would have taken the entire
LAPD to "browbeat" me into reading another Brin novel.  Fortunately that
wasn't the case, so I've had the pleasure of reading _Startide_ and
_Uplift_.  Any idea when/if his next Uplift series novel is due out?

Bob Alberti
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 04:59:05 GMT
From: steinly@tybalt.caltech.edu (Steinn Sigurdsson)
Subject: Brin for President! (was Re: Brin's toe-typing music)

My perception of TPE was that it was one long in-joke about Caltech,
starting with the "Sahara Institute of Technology" and declining from
thereon. Some of the academic types were eminently recognisable ;-) I do
like TPE, as a cutesy joke, but it is not one of Brin's best, the third
part of the Postman is probably worse - IM*O the first part is one of the
best Novellas ever written, the middle is so-so and Brin falls into his
personal trap and gets carried away at the end.
 
alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
 >...followed by _The Practice Effect_, it probably would have taken the
>entire LAPD to "browbeat" me into reading another Brin novel.  Fortunately
>that wasn't the case, so I've had the pleasure of reading _Startide_ and
>_Uplift_.  Any idea when/if his next Uplift series novel is due out?
  
When the current novel is done (it is getting close), Brin has _promised_ -
upon penalty of the vengeance of the combined forces of Caltech SPECTRE -
to return to the Uplift Universe!!! So it might be ready late 1992?  Then
another big new novel a la Earth, and then back to the universe he is
currently working in (which is quite intriguing, the current novel is
definitely in the "don't put down 'till you finish" category), and then
back to the Uplift universe.  Sounds like a plan to me.

Steinn Sigurdsson
Physics, Caltech
steinly@tybalt.Caltech

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 03:59:21 GMT
From: TFNAABK@calstate.bitnet (Cal Hylton)
Subject: (none)

By this time, you may have already purchased/obtained a copy of Brin's
_Postman_ based on your enjoyment of _Earth_ and/or Bradley Daniels'
recommendation.  Remember, he said, "I couldn't put it down."  It was just
this particular phrasing that prompted me to this post.  I not only could
but DID put it down and have not picked it up since I did.  You should
understand that I am a Brin fan.  I have enjoyed _Startide Rising_, _The
Uplift Wars_ and, most especially _Earth_.  In my view, you would be better
off investing your money (as well as your still more valuable
time-for-reading in the Ing triology that BD noted ("Ing is no stylistic
master.")  I have to admit to some bias here since Dean was a student of
mine once upon a time.  If we want to talk style, I don't find Brin any
"stylistic master" either.  By the way, did you notice in your copy of
_Earth's_acknowledgments section that Brin thanks Ing for reading the book
during prepublication work?  Although not a post-nuke novel I find Ing's
_Soft Targets_an excellent read.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 00:46:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Phyllis Eisenstein

The recent messages about Phyllis Eisenstein books, prompt me to recommend:
_Sorcerers' Son_, which I found excellent Sword&Sorcery and _The Crystal
Palace_, an independent sequel.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 13:36:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Mick Farren (Re: Where are they now?)

msandlin@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Sandlin) writes:
>Finally, does anyone know about another DNA Cowboys book that preceded
>"The Last Stand of the DNA Cowboys" by Mick Farren.

There are three, actually: THE QUEST OF THE DNA COWBOYS, SYNAPTIC MANHUNT,
and THE NEURAL ATROCITY. All published in the mid-70's, and only in
Britain.

>Is this book as good as TLSotDNAC and is it still in print?

Don't know about the first half of your question as I haven't read LAST
STAND. I enjoyed the first three, though. I doubt that they are still in
print. At any rate, as I mentioned above, they were never published in the
US.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 16:14:27 GMT
From: aubey@gimli.asd.contel.com (Ken Aubey)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #123

>Of all of the series discussed here, I have never seen anything concerning
>Stuart Gordon's trilogy: _One_Eye_, _Two_Eyes_,and _Three_Eyes_.  I read
>_Three_Eyes_ first. I don't recall where I picked it up. Maybe at a garage
>sale!  The other two I finaly found years later, in two different used
>book stores. One in Santa Barbara and one somewhere else.
>
>Anybody read it? What did you think? It was weird the way it blended
>differing levels of technology/religion, cross time communication, and
>inter- dimentional conflict. Each book had a different flavor, yet they
>all tied in together.

You mean they printed 2 copies?? I thought I had the only one! :) No one
else I know ever even HEARD of them.

Actually, I thought they were great. Confusing, at times; weird, always,
but great, nonetheless. Gordon does a good job of building a set of
mythologies that "fit" in a world that's simultaneously very alien and very
familiar.  Highly recommended, but you'll have to haunt used book stores to
find them.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 03:59:21 GMT
From: TFNAABK@calstate.bitnet (Cal Hylton)
Subject: (none)

Does anyone know if Felix C. Gotschalk has published any novels?  I have
only read short stories by him but like him a lot.  Now here's someone who
if not a "sylistic master" is at least a "stylistic BA."

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 21:11:43 GMT
From: knappenp@agnes.acc.stolaf.edu
Subject: Daniel Keyes Moran

I just got back from Spring Break and found someone asking about
post-nuclear stories, as well as someone mentioning two books by D.K.
Moran.

Moran wrote a book called _Armageddon Blues_ in which a young woman from
the future 'returns' to the present to prevent a war which will devastate
the Earth and create a race of mutants like herself, with silver eyes and
hair, or some-such.  It's a great book, and I highly recommend it.  It
deals with life just prior to, life long after, and life during a war which
I seem to remember as being nuclear.  (It might have been biological, but
either way humanity was almost entirely annihilated.)

On a similar note, could someone please send me a list of books by Moran,
other than Armageddon Blues and the Long Run?  As well as publishers and
other pertinent information.

Thank you.

Paul Knappenberger
knappenp@agnes.acc.stolaf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 14:10:45 GMT
From: david@bcars271.uucp
Subject: Re: Daniel Keyes Moran

I am a MAJOR fan of Daniel Keys Moran, and I think that I have all of his
books.

Here is a list of what I have.
Armageddeon Blues
Emerald Eyes
The Long Run(sequel to Emerald Eyes)
The Ring

If you know anything about Moran, you should know about his Continuing
Time(?)  series.  He states in one book(Emerald Eyes I think) that there
are 32!!  volumes to the series.  I personally hope that he lives long
enough to write them all.

All of these books shouldn't be too hard to find, except for The Ring.  It
took me two years to finally get my own copy.  You would be best to try to
order it from a sci-fi specialty book shop(that's what I did).  Good luck.

Finally, there have been rumors lately that a third book in the Continuing
Time series may be coming out soon.  I don't remember where, but I saw that
he had another book scheduled for release in late '91.  Let's hope that it
is true.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 17:54:32 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Paul Park

I just read Paul Park's _Soldiers Of Paradise_, and enjoyed it quite a bit
(even though it is 99 & 44/100 % plot-free).  Does anyone know if the
sequel, _Sugar Rain_, is as good?

Curtis

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 22:36:28 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re: Paul Park

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>I just read Paul Park's _Soldiers Of Paradise_, and enjoyed it quite a bit
>(even though it is 99 & 44/100 % plot-free).  Does anyone know if the
>sequel, _Sugar Rain_, is as good?

I thought it was as good, although it has a very different feel.  I can't
really quantify that, except may to say that _Sugar Rain_ has a much
greater emphasis on the grotesque than _Soldiers of Paradise_ did.  _Sugar
Rain_ also has more of a plot, although I wasn't at all bothered by the
lack in _Soldiers of Paradise_.

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 20:37:37 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Paul Park

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>I just read Paul Park's _Soldiers Of Paradise_, and enjoyed it quite a bit
>(even though it is 99 & 44/100 % plot-free).  Does anyone know if the
>sequel, _Sugar Rain_, is as good?

I wrote a short review of it awhile ago which the mailer ate, and I hadn't
saved my own copy.  Suffice to say I liked it, then & now.

One not-gripe, just comment:

Sugar Rain retro-fits a world-climate-change-cycle similar to that of Brian
Aldiss's long and boring trilogy whose name I'm blocked on.  I don't recall
this change being projected in Soldiers of Paradise at all.  I don't mind,
in fact I think it's neat how Park takes the idea and gives it a spin that
fits right into his world; on the other hand, Soldiers was pretty much set
in a composite Asian country on Earth, while this new climatography puts it
in a composite Asian country on a different planet (which still feels
suspiciously like Earth), but SR is still clearly a sequel to SoP (same
characters, same world except for the weather).

I wouldn't say SR has no plot, just not-much-action with lots of
observation.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 01:11:16 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re: Paul Park

jmf@abacus.UUCP (Joan Frankel) writes:
>One not-gripe, just comment:
>Sugar Rain retro-fits a world-climate-change-cycle similar to that of
>Aldiss's long and boring trilogy whose name I'm blocked on.  I don't
>recall this change being projected in Soldiers of Paradise at all.

It was definitely in _Soldiers of Paradise_.  The sugar rain is mentioned
several times as the harbinger of spring.  It is also mentioned several
times that the year is extremely long (in fact, I remember trying to work
out how long each of their seasons relative to our years was.)

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 07:54:43 GMT
From: djh@siesoft.co.uk (Duncan Head)
Subject: Re: Paul Park - and Sequels

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>I just read Paul Park's _Soldiers Of Paradise_, and enjoyed it quite a bit
>(even though it is 99 & 44/100 % plot-free).  Does anyone know if the
>sequel, _Sugar Rain_, is as good?

Not _quite_ as good, I'd say, what sequels are? But still well worth
reading. Part of the impact of "Soldiers.." is the way that it introduces
the world, a society and a religion that are convincingly foreign, if not
"alien"; and the second book loses impact simply because it is no longer
new. But it has slightly more in the way of plot, and I like Park's prose
style.

There is, plainly, scope left at the end for another sequel, or several;
there is the question of whether the Starbridges, or the whole population,
are actually of extra-planetary origin - one assumes that they are, but it
isn't completely certain. I'm not sure if I actually _want_ to see this
resolved, though, or if I want it kept as a mystery. Does anyone know if
there are any plans for further volumes?

Duncan Head

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 19:20:07 GMT
From: austin@sun.eng.sun.com (Austin Yeats)
Subject: Re: Paul Park - and Sequels

>djh@siesoft.co.uk (Duncan Head) asks
>Does anyone know if there are any plans for further volumes?

The Cult of Loving Kindness will be released late this spring by Morrow.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 00:11:09 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Where are they now?

Powers' latest masterpiece is _The Stress of Her Regard_, and his work just
keeps getting better.  It is best described as a vampire novel with a
definite twist. I've never read anything quite like it.  He puts his
characters through Hell (as usual), and plays around with history quite a
bit.  I thoroughly enjoyed it.  I've read/seen it in hardback, and although
it's been out for over a year (at least) I don't think it is out in paper
yet.  Give it a read, you won't regret it.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 20:14:44 GMT
From: an072@cleveland.freenet.edu (Richard White)
Subject: Jack Vance

 I recently came across information that Underwood-Miller had published a
new book by Jack Vance entitled Chateau D"if (ISBN 0-88733-098-3). Before I
go to the trouble of locating it and shelling out money for it, is it a new
book or a collection of previous works? Is it any good?  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 19:19:04 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Serpent Catch

I just noticed Wolverton's new book out in PaperBack today.  I have not
picked it up yet.  Has anyone looked at it yet, or read it?  Is it as good
as On My Way to Paradise?

I would rather not outlay the cash until I hear a positive review,
especially since I have to pay the *damn government for the privilege of
reading it*.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.can

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 8 Apr 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 127

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Brin & Campbell & Cherryh (2 msgs) &
                       Dickson (2 msgs) & Eddings (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 18:09:43 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Brin

  Seriously, "THE PRACTICE EFFECT" was a notch or three below "THE ROARING
TRUMPET," and considerably less coherent; but the conceptual frame, and
basic plot, were almost exactly the same.  Swap the "zievatron" for the
"syllogismobile," and you've got almost precisely the same yarn, even on a
scene-by-scene basis.  I'm certain that Brin read DeCamp and Pratt as a
kid, loved the hell out of the stories, and unconsciously told a techie
variant of the same novella the first time he tried to write a book.  (I'm
presuming that "THE PRACTICE EFFECT" was written prior to "SUNDIVER" or
"STARTIDE RISING," due to the vastly inferior quality and execution; and
that Brin just marketed it after he'd started winning awards and anything
with his name on it became marketable.)  Don't get me wrong; I am *not*
throwing my copy of "THE PRACTICE EFFECT" away, I just refuse to tout it as
great literature, or even as great SF or great fantasy.  It's *readable*,
and worth finishing, but it's got more holes in it than Hogan's "INHERIT
THE STARS."  (Remember, it took Hogan two more books to plug up the cracks
and finish THAT one off, not that they're not worth reading, they *are*!)
  With any luck, Brin won't bother to fool with the milieu of "PRACTICE
EFFECT" any more, or else will let it sit for five-ten years, while he
figures out how to handle it properly.  In the meantime, just be glad he's
writing more stories in the "Uplift" universe.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 20:22:35 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Campbell

d25001@mic.Lonestar.Org (Carrington Dixon) writes:
 << Queries about Campbell's "THE ELDER GODS" deleted. >>

>It's been a loong time since I read either story.  I liked it
>way back when. 
>>   2).  What other fantasy did Campbell write?
>None that I can recall.  TEG was his only _Unknown_ story
>and _Astounding_ (his usual venue) published only stf.

You sure "THE ELDER GODS" qualifies as "fantasy?"  It was reasonably
well-thought-out SF of the era, by my standards.  I believe you might be
neglecting his "THE CLOAK OF AESIR," a yarn with somewhat similar elements.
   The Elder Gods were specifically described as being the product of very
high technology, leftovers from a previous civilization.  I tend to think
of them as manifestations created by a remote, stationary, AI device with
limited physical capacity but great information-handling ability.
Remember, the solution to the main problem lay in HARDWARE, and imaginative
use of same, rather than magic.

>>   3).  When was _The Elder Gods_ published?
>It first appeared in the October 1939 issue of _Unknown_, the fantasy
>companion magazine to _Astounding_Science_Fiction_, now _Analog_.  The
>by-line was "Don A. Stuart;" this was Campbell's most common pseudonym.
>He published mostly space opera under his real name.  He stopped writing
>about this time as the published of the magazines that he edited did not
>want him to continue to write while he was an editor.  The Moon Is Hell!"
>had not been previously published when it first appeared in the Fantasy
>Press book of that name in 1951.

Campbell's first wife was Donna Stuart, who later re-married 
George O. Smith.  Campbell's version of her name typically
appeared on magazine mast-heads when he was either:
   A) trying to show other writers the kind of new stories
      he'd like to be buying; or
   B) straightening out the finances in time for April 15th.

This was one of Campbell's favorite jokes about why he
occasionally bought stories from himself.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 20:21:37 GMT
From: AXDAHIL@uicvmc.bitnet
Subject: C.J. Cherryh and Merovingen

I think the Merovingen series is the best shared-world series I have seen,
and the only one worth reading. The various stories are closely linked and
'braided together, so they read as a whole, not a group of vaguely related
stories. I like the idea of a shared world better than the results. It is
interesting to see how various writers make choices and develop the same
basic circumstances and characters, but most of them do not really do that.
Each participant writes his own characters, and the various stories do not
really connect. Merovingen avoids this, at least somewhat. I also like the
carefully developed background, and the way details of the culture are
incorporated into the action.

It is possible that the series is coming to an end. There is a new book
coming in August, I believe, called ENDGAME. This sounds like a title for
the final book.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 01:47:33 GMT
From: d25001@mic.lonestar.org (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: CJ Cherryh and Merovingen

mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup) writes:
>My opinion on Cherryh is slightly divided. I liked the Chanur series and
>most of the rest of her stories taking place in that universe (such as
>"Downbelow", "Rimrunners", "Merchanter's Luck" (the German translation is
>just horrible) and the one on the cloning experiment). What absolutely
>drove me up the wall were her 'exploits' in the realm of fantasy (the
>Morgaine cycle and "The Paladin").

   I haven't liked all of Cherryh's books equally well either.  She has
written only a handful of fantasy novels, and the ones that you mention are
not among those.

   The Morgaine books do have an amount of "sword and planet" fantasy
flavor, but they are very much science fiction.  Yes, the setting is low
tech, but the "gates" in the story have a pseudo-scientific rationale.  You
may not like them, but they are not fantasy by any of the more common
definitions.  _The_Palladin_ is straight pseudo-historical adventure.  Many
of the characters believe in demons and dragons and such, but none appear
in the story.

   Perhaps, what you meant was that you don't care for her stories with a
low-tech setting?

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 19:58:38 GMT
From: 6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch)
Subject: YOUNG BLEYS

Hasn't anyone read the new Dorsai book yet?  Young Bleys is the latest in
the Chylde Cycle.  As far as I was concerned, this is the most important
book of the year.  I have never waited more impatiently for anything else
like I have been waiting since the Chantry Guild came out.

I don't want to leave any spoilers for someone who has not read it yet.
Basically it is the story of Bleys and Dahno, the leaders of the Others
that appear in the Final Encyclopedia and the Chantry Guild.  There had
been references before to Hal's research into Bley's background, but here
we get the real story.  Bleys and Hal are like brothers in many ways.

This is a great technique for Dickson.  Instead of continuing from the
cliffhanger ending of the Chantry Guild, he backs up and tells us a story
from another perspective.  The book ends with the opening scene of the
Final Encyclopedia, and the death of Obidiah, Malachi and Walter.
	
In previous books, we have only seen things from Hal's perspective, now we
see the human side of Bleys, and he is a sympathetic character. When
Dickson writes the next book (which could well be the last) we will
understand both men and the way that they think and how they got to be in
the position that they are in.

The books of the Chylde cycle have been consistently brilliant in my
opinion.  Dickson develops the philosophical and psychological backgrounds
completely.

For anyone who has never read this series - the Final Encyclopedia is my
personal favorite science fiction book of all time.  Unfortunately, Young
Bleys will appeal to a limited audience that has read the whole cycle.  The
salient points would be unclear to anyone who missed the other eight books.

The chronology of the series is up for debate:  
I read them:
Dorsai
Lost Dorsai
Necromancer
Soldier Ask Not
Spirit of Dorsai
Tactic of Mistake
The Final Encyclopedia
Chantry Guild
Young Bleys

However my brother suggests that they should be read
with a different chronology:
Necromancer
Tactic of Mistake
Dorsai
Lost Dorsai
Soldier Ask Not
Young Bleys
Final Encyclopedia
Chantry Guild

Ah well, a debate for another day

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu 
6600mak@ucsbuxa.bitnet   

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:04:42 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: YOUNG BLEYS (Dorsai Novels)

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch) writes:
>The chronology of the series is up for debate:  
>I read them:

[Dorsai before Necromancer]

>However my brother suggests that they should be read
>with a different chronology:

[Necromancer first, then Dorsai]

I think you're definitely right.  Even though Necromancer takes place
"first" from an outsider's perspective, it follows the action in Dorsai.
The main character (I forget all his names, let's call him Hal) gets kicked
back in time at the end of Dorsai and that's where Necromancer begins.  In
this way it's just like any other time travel story.  Would you read, I
don't know, Time Enough for Love in "brute chronological order"?  The
events in Necromancer only reveal their full meaning in the context of the
story of Dorsai.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:15:29 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Seeress of Kell (SPOILERS)

tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>One thing I did enjoy was the fact that this one really WAS the end, and
>was very strongly laid out as such.  The Belgariad left a few open ends so
>that he could sequelize if he wanted to; the Malloreon didn't.  If he goes
>back to this universe in any way other than a prequel, I'll never forgive
>him.

Why?  Just because the problem of the split prophecy is solved, doesn't
mean that something a little less epic might not come up.  Additionally,
just because it is less epic, doesn't mean it necessarily has to be
anti-climactic.  I think that there could be a lot of interesting things
that could happen in that world.

For example, imagine the world 50 years later.  Belgarion is much more
mature and many of his friends are starting to pass away.  First Garion
needs to find a way to get C'nedra to stop aging so that she won't pass
away on him.  Somehow the idea of C'nedra as a sorceress terrifies me.
Anyways, some priest somewhere (perhaps a Bear Cultist) learns the secrets
of wizardry and summons a demon.  Using this demon they start to wreak
havoc in the world.  There could be a lot of interesting things going on
with this type of stuff.

I haven't quite gotten tired of this world yet, like I have with some of
the others (like Pern) so I don't think sequels are necessarily out of
order.  As long as they aren't as close rewrites of the Belgariad as the
Malloreon was.  I enjoyed the Malloreon, but it was a little too close to
the first one to need a third one to prove this fact.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 01:35:27 GMT
From: klh@cbnewsk.att.com (kenneth.l.hinds)
Subject: Re: SoK spoiler (SPOILER)

tannerr@prism.cs.norst.edu (Tanner Ryan William) writes:
> I don't know what Eddings was thinking about when he authorized the cover
> for Seeress of Kell.  The cover shows a man in black armor with a helmet
> reminiscent of Torak's steel mask using a lance with a nimbus of power
> around it unhorsing a knight in gleaming silver armor.  I think this was
> deliberate deception.  After all, in the book, the only one to use a
> magicked lance is Garion, and his armor was described as gleaming like
> those the Mimbrate knights use.

Well the knight on the cover with the blue lance is probably Zakath and NOT
Belgarion.  If you read the chapters involving Garion and Zakath
participating in the jousting tournament on Perivor, Garion and Zakath
reasoned that they might gain an edge on Naradas if they won the
tournament.  So, Garion enchanted both his lance and Zakath's lance give
them the advantage over the seasoned knights of Perivor.

So, if it is Zakath on the cover, why wouldn't his helmet resemble Torak's
steel mask?? after all Zakath is the Emperor of Mallorea, which is of the
Agarak race of people. Also, Zakath is presumptuous of himself by adding
the 'Kal' to his name (i.e. Kal Zakath) which means "King and God."  He
probably wore a helmet like that in "spite" of Torak, or for his own ego.

The other knight being unhorsed is probably one of the Perivor Knights.
They are of Mimbrate Arendish decent and they like wearing "gleaming" armor
;-)

> Eddings probably could have come up with some other scene from the book
> to show the clash between good and evil.  This scene is clearly
> inaccurate.  So, what would you have depicted?  How about a scene showing
> the Seeress of Kell mediating bewteen Belgarion and Zandramas?

Well I agree with you here. Let's see a cover depicting some aspect of the
plot and not just some occurrence along the way of the quest.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 02:00:45 GMT
From: klh@cbnewsk.att.com (kenneth.l.hinds)
Subject: Re: Seeress of Kell (SPOILERS)

ted@welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying):
>tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>>One thing I did enjoy was the fact that this one really WAS the end, and
>>was very strongly laid out as such.  The Belgariad left a few open ends
>>so that he could sequelize if he wanted to; the Malloreon didn't.  If he
>>goes back to this universe in any way other than a prequel, I'll never
>>forgive him.

I agree, Everything is complete in the last book.  If he plotted something
to continue the story line I'd be disappointed.  But, for the sake of
gathering detailed history I think "prequels" would be in order and a good
read. I'd like to see a detailed story of Belgarath, Cherek Bear-Shoulders,
Riva Irongrip, Algar Fleetfoot, and Dras Bullneck's theft of the Orb of
Aldur from Torak, or even a detailed account of the Battle of Vo Mimbre.

>Why?  Just because the problem of the split prophecy is solved, doesn't
>mean that something a little less epic might not come up.  Additionally,
>just because it is less epic, doesn't mean it necessarily has to be
>anti-climactic.  I think that there could be a lot of interesting things
>that could happen in that world.

I personally wouldn't be interested because I don't see how it would not be
anti-climatic.

>For example, imagine the world 50 years later.  Belgarion is much more
>mature and many of his friends are starting to pass away.

IMHO, thats anti-climatic!!!

> First Garion needs to find a way to get C'nedra to stop aging so that she
>won't pass away on him.

That probelm has already been solved!!  Ce'Nedra is part Dryad!  She'll
live a very looooong time, right in stride with Garion's sorcerous life
span.

> Somehow the idea of C'nedra as a sorceress terrifies me.  

She doesn't need to be, for the reason explained above.

> Anyways, some priest somewhere (perhaps a Bear Cultist) learns the
> secrets of wizardry and summons a demon.  Using this demon they start to
> wreak havoc in the world.  There could be a lot of interesting things
> going on with this type of stuff.

Well you may have something here!  In the Seeress of Kell, I got a little
curious about the demon universe from which the "King of Hell" comes from
and I want to know a little more about this omnipotent being ??

I would still prefer some more detailed history though so I would favor a
PREquel to a SEquel ;-) ... My Humble Opinion.

Kenneth Hinds
AT&T Bell Labs
Holmdel,NJ
...!att!mink!klh   
klh@mink.att.com   

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 23:24:07 GMT
From: iho@milton.u.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Seeress of Kell grumblings (spoilers!)

I just finished the book.

Now for the SPOILER part.

I was vastly disappointed by the ending.  There was never any doubt in my
mind as to what Cyradis' "choice" would be.  Eddings made a little attempt
at explaining why the choice could have gone either way, but it didn't
convince me.

I kept wondering what the point of all this was if it would all come down
to the "choice" anyway.  However, I really liked the characters and the
interactions, so I didn't really mind all that much.

It took him waaaaaaay too long to wrap things up.  There wasn't much of a
climax at the climactic moment, and then there were about 50 or so more
pages of wrapup.

What was the deal with Beldin and Vella?  Did they turn into hawks
permanently?

I really wantd to know more about Polgara's children.

Most of all, I couldn't shake the feeling that Eddings rushed the end.  I
think the end of the Belgariad was much more carefully crafted.

I still liked his characters and their interactions.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Gerrold & Park & Petrey & Russell &
                        Simmons & Tolkien & Vance & Zelazny (4 msgs) &
                        Time Travel (6 msgs) & Tom Swift & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 09:52:04 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.cs.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Chtorr!!!

This taken from the Gerrold.David bibliography on fenchurch.mit.edu:

   book four:  A Season for Slaughter
   book five:  A Time for Treason

Both are planned.  I could have sworn though, that the summer before last
Gerrold had sold the rights to have your name be the name of a character in
the fourth book.  (Prices went up if your character spoke, or something
like that.)  I assumed then that he would get the book out soon, but ...
Does anyone know?  How about when he's on CompuServe again?  We could ask
him. : )

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 10:56:47 GMT
From: djh@siesoft.co.uk (Duncan Head)
Subject: Re: Paul Park

jmf@abacus.UUCP (Joan Frankel) writes:
>One not-gripe, just comment:
>Sugar Rain retro-fits a world-climate-change-cycle similar to that of
>Brian Aldiss's long and boring trilogy whose name I'm blocked on.  I don't
>recall this change being projected in Soldiers of Paradise at all.  I
>don't mind, in fact I think it's neat how Park takes the idea and gives it
>a spin that fits right into his world; on the other hand, Soldiers was
>pretty much set in a composite Asian country on Earth, while this new
>climatography puts it in a composite Asian country on a different planet
>(which still feels suspiciously like Earth), but SR is still clearly a
>sequel to SoP (same characters, same world except for the weather).

I don't think this is entirely fair; it is clear from SoP that the length
of the year on the planet in question is vastly longer than the
inhabitants' life-span; the drastic effects of the change from one season
to another are implicit then, but never spelled out. They become clearer in
SR largely because it takes place at the transition from winter to spring.
I felt this was a steady unfolding of the nature of that world, not a
change from one book to the next.

The Aldiss trilogy is Helliconia (Winter/Spring/Summer), by the way.

Duncan Head

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 11:02:23 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: Susan C. Petrey

The organizers of Orycon, in Portland, hold the Susan C.  Petrey Clarion
Scholarship Fund auction every year.  They use the money for scholarships
to Clarion West in Seattle and to the Clarion in Michigan.  Susan was
accepted to Clarion but was unable to go because she couldn't afford it.
 
Last year, Debbie Cross and Paul Wrigley collected Susan Petrey's stories
in GIFTS OF BLOOD: THE COLLECTED STORIES OF SUSAN C. PETREY.  OSFCI (Oregon
(Oregon SF Conventions Inc) published the book in time for the 1990
Westercon.  The book is hardcover, 208 pp, handsomely produced.
 
In addition to the stories jmb listed, the book includes "Fleas" (a Varkela
story) and "The Neisserian Invasion."
 
One other Petrey story is thought to exist, but it was apparently published
in an obscure medical journal.  Debbie and Paul were unable to track it
down.  If anyone has any leads to it, I expect they would be grateful for
the information.
 
GIFTS also includes articles about Clarion by that year's Guests of Honor:
Kate Wilhelm, Ursula K. Le Guin, and me, and the books are signed by all
three of us.  Ursula illustrated her essay with a couple of her wonderful
cartoons.
 
All the proceeds from the book go to the Scholarship Fund, so I hope it's
ok if I include OSFCI's address for anyone who's interested in Petrey's
vampire stories:
 
     OSFCI
     POB  5703
     97228
 
Vonda N. McIntyre
mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
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Date: 7 Apr 91 05:40:00 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: _The_Initiate_Brother_ by Sean Russell

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>Just picked this up on a whim, and was getting into it, when it chopped
>off practically in mid-sentence.  Nowhere on the cover, the blurb, the
>dedication, NOWHERE was it even hinted that this was the start of a longer
>work.

On the title page of my copy:

                                The
                             Initiate
                              Brother
                             Book One
                           Sean Russel

I realized, before I bought it, that it was going to be book one of a
series.

>( Pardon me if this has already been discussed.  If so, I missed it. )

No, I don't think this book has been discussed yet.

My thoughts about it: the book is too long.  This is weird coming from me,
since that was the reason I bought it (i.e., it was long enough to occupy
me for more than a day or two).  However, all of the events that happen are
largely background and character development, and there's too much wordage
to match the amount of development that happens.

Now, to be weird again: there isn't *enough* wordage on the title
character.  One would think that he is the main character, yet we only get
less than 50 pages to be inside his mind.  We get about 100-200 pages, I
think, inside the mind of someone who is going to be very important soon
(hint: it's a she 8-)), but that's about it.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
sef@sco.COM    
uunet!sco!sef  

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 20:04:59 GMT
From: rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan)
Subject: Hyperion and The Fall of Hyperion  (SPOILERS)

I have some questions on Hyperion and The Fall of Hyperion. Also, since I
don't know if this topic has been beaten to death, please don't flame.
Instead, reply by email.

Spoilers follow.

As I understand it, the two books are about a war between the human UI (at
the pinnacle of evolution) and the AI UI. The human UI is the traditional
triune god of religions except the trinity here is Intellect, Empathy and
The Tie that Binds. Empathy tired of the conflict flees back through time
and will be Lamia's child. Lamia's child is a holy synthesis of humans and
AI's since her lover is a cybrid of John Keats. The Tie that Binds inhabits
Planck's space and time which are obtained from the fundamental constants
c, h cross and G. Similar to the Tie that Binds, the AI core is located
inbetween the farcaster portals and uses human neurons and synapses for
computing power each time a human accesses the portals. The Shrike has been
constructed in the future and is traveling back in time to find Empathy.
The means used to flush out Empathy is by broadcasting pain from the Tree
of Pain, hoping to draw Empathy to it. Moneta/Rachel has been allowed to
escort the Shrike due to Kassad's efforts in the future. He actually kills
his designated Shrike in a future battle between humans and Shrikes. The
infant Rachel is transported with Sol to be trained and becomes Moneta.

Phew.

I am sure there are a million inconsistencies in the book if anyone chooses
to look. The main problem I have is with the Shrike. Why was it necessary
to give the infant Rachel to the Shrike? Moneta does not seem as necessary
a character. I found the whole Abraham/Sol Isaac/Rachel subplot
unconvincing since it didn't seem germane to the rest of the story.

How many people/AI's knew that Lamia's child would be Empathy and that she
was a hybrid of humans and AIs. For example, if the Shrike knew this it
could have killed Lamia.

How did Lamia know that she had to hug the Shrike? Is that supposed to be a
forerunner of Empathy. Shades of Deanna Troi on ST:TNG.

I suppose the cruciforms were a means of using zonked out humans for their
computing power. Idiots presumably don't use their neurons as much.

Will Dure die and then Hoyt be resurrected to live for ever? He would still
have a cruciform.

Why did Ummon tell Keats where the Core was?

Enquiring minds want to know.

Anand Rangarajan

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 16:53:45 GMT
From: GANDALF%PUCING@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: New Tolkien's List

   I've just created a new list called TOLKIEN , which purpose is to
exchange information or mail on several topics about Tolkien's mythology.
This list is specially created for those who have ALREADY read the major
books of this author.  If you want to subscribe to this list, please send a
netnote giving me your favorite areas of interest in Tolkien's mythology.
Please note that this list is for both English and Spanish language
speakers.

   Thanks for your possible interest.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 22:45:28 GMT
From: mjh@cs.vu.nl (Maarten J Huisjes)
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

an072@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Richard White) writes:
>I recently came across information that Underwood-Miller had published a
>new book by Jack Vance entitled Chateau D"if (ISBN 0-88733-098-3). Before
>I go to the trouble of locating it and shelling out money for it; Is it a
>new book or a collection of previous works? Is it any good?

 Nope. _Chateau D'if_ is a short story first published under the title _New
bodies for old_ in _Thrilling Wonder Stories_ in 1950 (!).  It was also
included in a collection of short stories called _Morreion_ (Copyright
1978).
  You probably have found a collection of short stories, containing
_Chateau D'if_.
  As for the story, it's a little bit outdated but still fun to read.

Maarten Huisjes
mjh@cs.vu.nl
..!uunet.uu.net!cs.vu.nl!mjh
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Date: 1 Apr 91 17:22:49 GMT
From: jdliss@amherst.bitnet
Subject: news

In going back and reading _Nine Princes in Amber_ I can't help but wonder
if there are some inconsistencies, just because he was just getting into
it.

Can anyone tell me how it is that Eric could "block the way" to Amber
through shadow when Corwin and Random are first trying to go there?

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 17:29:34 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Amber

jdliss@amherst.bitnet writes:
> Can anyone tell me how it is that Eric could "block the way" to Amber
> through shadow when Corwin and Random are first trying to go there?

   Good point. My guess is that Eric somehow was able to figure out some of
the higher properties of the Jewel, and that he used it to interfere with
Shadow somewhere.

   For another inconsistency in 9 Princes, recall that Corwin says that he
and Random had the same mother, but that Eric was a half-brother. Later,
however, Corwin describes the whole family tree, and says that he and Eric
are full brothers, and that Random is a half-brother.

Nate Gordon
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 16:23:50 GMT
From: jdliss@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Amber

> For another inconsistency in 9 Princes, recall that Corwin says that he
> and Random had the same mother, but that Eric was a half-brother. Later,
> however, Corwin describes the whole family tree, and says that he and
> Eric are full brothers, and that Random is a half-brother.

Another interesting point.  I remember this both ways, so I guess it is in
there.  I imagine that the authoritative version of family history is
contained in the _Visual Guide to Amber_.  In there are mentioned Osric and
Findail, two older brothers and full brothers to Benedict, who died a long
time ago.  Do I just remember these from the guide or are they also
mentioned in the books somewhere?

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 23:56:08 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: Amber

jdliss@amherst.bitnet writes:
> I imagine that the authoritative version of family history is contained
> in the _Visual Guide to Amber_.  In there are mentioned Osric and
> Findail, two older brothers and full brothers to Benedict, who died a
> long time ago.  Do I just remember these from the guide or are they also
> mentioned in the books somewhere?

   Osric and Finndo are mentioned (i think) by Corwin, who says that when
Oberon divorced their mother they were unhappy about it, but died soon
after "for the good of Amber" (a sarcastic qoute by, I think, Fiona). In
the second series Merlin implies that as a punishment for their discontent
they were sent to the front lines in a particularly nasty war, from which
Oberon never intended them to return.

Nate

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 15:27:43 GMT
From: dascoser.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (David S. Serchay)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

For a very interesting look at time travel, you should read David Gerrold's
_The Man Who Folded Himself_.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 18:16:45 GMT
From: ternent@wkuvx1.bitnet (John Ternent)
Subject: RE: Time Travel

Fred Saberhagen's _A Century of Progress_ is a fairly good time travel
piece; Robert Heinlein's _Number of the Beast_ deals not only with time
travel but also with movement through six-dimensional space. I'm afraid I
really didn't enjoy _Number of the Beast_; I think it has something to do
with the fact that I'm too young to get his references to "pulp" novels.
Anybody care to touch on that one???

John Ternent
Kentucky Climate Center
TERNENT@WKUVX1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 21:33:42 GMT
From: makinney@wkuvx1.bitnet (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

Well, there's the Doctor Who books. I've read two of these
(_The_Reign_Of_Terror_ and one I can't remember the name of featuring the
Cybermen). H.G. Wells' _The Time Machine_ was ok in the abridged version I
read, and I wouldn't mind hunting down the full book. It's been a while
since I've read any SF, so I don't know too much about new stuff. If you're
interested in short stories, you can check out the after effects of a sort
of "time exchange" in H.P. Lovecraft's "The Shadow Out Of Time," one of my
personal favorites.

Mark Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
Bitnet: MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
Internet: kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 18:09:00 GMT
From: TROGDATA@cwu.bitnet
Subject: Re: Time Travel

Allen Apel has a book called Twice Upon a Time, which is pretty good.
Refreshing from the standpoint that there's a real character, rather than a
hero. Rather than the standard "oh my god, all of history depends on this
very moment" kind of story, it focuses on the idea that one man is pretty
insignificant in the pattern of things. He tries valiantly, and in the
end...  Well, never mind about the end. Read the story.

Morgan

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 19:23:23 GMT
From: ferring@ms.uky.edu (William Ferring |  ferring@ms.uky.edu)
Subject: Re: Time Travel

Very interesting time-travel book suggestion: "Lightening" by Dean R.
Koontz.

William A. Ferring III  
University of Kentucky  

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 22:24:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Time travel

   The Star Trek novel _The Entropy Effect_ said some strange things on the
subject.

   Also, I heartily recommend the _Time Wars_ series by Simon Hawke (I
think there are ten or eleven of them now; I can't remember).  They
certainly are well-thought-out.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 03:49:10 GMT
From: ted@arsocomvax.socom.mil (Ted Nolan)
Subject: Bless my collarbuttons, Tom Swift is back

Hello folks,

Just thought I'd mention that they're trying another new Tom Swift series.
I found the first two books this week.  I suspect if it does well, there'll
be more, if not, there won't.

I haven't read them, and can't remember the titles now, but I hope they'll
do better than the revival tried in the early 80's.  I grew up on Tom
Swift, Jr.  books, and slightly later, the original Tom Swift books.  I was
always pleased that apparently the "book" that "Victor Appleton II" worked
by in the second series was put together by someone who had cared about the
first series.  Tom Sr.'s lifelong friend Ned Newton is Tom Jr.'s "Uncle
Ned", Tom Jr.'s _Skyqueen_ flying lab is equipped with his father's giant
searchlight etc.

In the 80's revival, all of the title's history got dropped.  For some
bizarre reason, Tom's hometown Shopton gets moved from New England to
Arizona or some such, and none of the old characters make walkons even when
it would make sense.  Tom was made more of a team player than an inventive
genius, and his friends were so well selected that it was almost painful.

Ted Nolan
ted@usasoc.soc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 04:09:30 GMT
From: moudgill@cs.cornell.edu (Mayan Moudgill)
Subject: Yet another name that book/author....

Hi! There is this book I read *LONG* ago, and I've been trying to remember
it's title and who it's author was:

It's a universe in which there is the government and there is a gambler's
guild. They are almost a shadow government. The plot centers around a game
played with tarot cards. The hero gets picked up by the boss of the guild
'cause he can play the game well. They gamble for control of the guild with
a bunch of xts. Some interesting twists are: control/alteration of
probability. There is a high council of the guild and all decisions are
voted on. If there is a tie, one of the voters gets (randomly) crisped, and
his side loses. There are games in which the probability of the non-guild
member winning is greater than even. Before the guild recruits a
prospective employee, they rob him of all his money,

I'm reasonably certain that the word "fortune" appears in the title.
Anybody recognize this book?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Star Trek (3 msgs) & Dick Spanner &
                          Battlestar Galactica (3 msgs) & 
                          Red Dwarf (2 msgs) & The Flash (3 msgs) & 
                          The Third Eye (5 msgs) & Blake's 7 & 
                          The Tomorrow People & V

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 10:30:05 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

U51034@uicvm.uic.edu writes:
>sars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) says:
>> It doesn't need hydrogen for anything important, does it?
>
>Well I'm not sure if it's canon (I find myself using this disclaimer a lot
>as of late) but I believe that the Enterprise's impulse engines and backup
>power plants are fusion units.  Also they could be using hydrogen for the
>matter part of the MAM (Matter/Anti-Matter) reaction.  That way they would
>only have to carry half the fuel.

The forward-facing sides of the nacelle supports of the Enterprise as seen
in the ST films consist of a slit that runs the entire length of the
support, and there are some vents along the side.  I saw somewhere that
those were labeled as something like "hydrogen ramjet intakes".

I had always thought of this as a backup sublight propulsion system.  I
like U51034's idea even better, though it seems to me it would be hard
routing any of that hydrogen from the nacelle supports to the impulse
engines.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 91 15:57:45 GMT
From: dewinter@watserv1.waterloo.edu (Jack a.k.a. Wildside)
Subject: Re: Bussard ramjets and ST/TNG

Should have checked before I posted!!!  

Actually, in response to the question about the Collectors, the Enterprise
and most other STTNG starships use the collector for simple safe fusion
reactors.  Also, when going at moderate speeds, there is a little loss of
antimatter due to the universal effect of entropy.  As antimatter can be
produced from nuclear reactions, it is possible that they offset this tiny
loss by generating some extra antimatter, using the extra energy to
supplement the ships power, life support, and armaments in case of
emergency.

This may be the reason that, not taking strain on the engines as a factor,
they can only go so-far-so-fast for a certain amount of time.

These are pure speculations from watching the show however.  Does anyone
have any canon material on the subject?

Jack

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 02:43:02 GMT
From: G.E.Derylo@rutgers.edu
Subject: Ramjet Origin

   To set the record straight, the origin of the B. Ramjet is the paper:

     Bussard, R. W., "Galactic Matter and Interstellar
     Spaceflight", ASRTONAUTICA ACTA 6 (1960):179-194.

   Robert Bussard wrote this paper while working at Los Alamos national
Laboratory (See - our tax dollars can go for something fun!).

   A fairly comprehensive source of not-too-technical information on space
travel in general is the text, THE STARFLIGHT HANDBOOK, A PIONEER'S GUIDE
TO INTERSTELLAR TRAVEL, by Eugene Mallove and Gregory Matloff. This book
provides fairly simple descriptions of propulsion systems and includes
chapters on navigation, life suspension, missions, etc. It also includes
technical notes for those readers that wish to see some of the math behind
it all.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 17:57:26 GMT
From: WHITE%DUVM@pucc.princeton.edu (Avid Reader - Fledgling Writer)
Subject: Dick Spanner, PI

   I was wondering if anyone out there had more information about this
rather strange little series of private eye "cartoons".  Dick Spanner is a
robot private eye, done in Claymation by Gerry Anderson and Christopher
Burr for the BBC's Channel 4 sometime in the 80's (the date is too small
and goes by too fast to read easily).  I watch it (occasionally) on the
Commedy Channel here in Philly - don't know about its availablilty
elswhere.  However, you should look it up.  It's short (about 5-10 minutes
an episode), droll (with, for example, the obvious sight gags for double
meaning words and such), interesting for the detail and backgrounds, and a
very well done claymation project from two people whom I didn't know did
claymation.
      So, anyone out there able to fill in some details?  How many
episodes?  When did it run?  Availability on other media than the
occaisonal spot on the Comedy Channel?  Music credits?  Stuff like that?

Thanks

white@duvm

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 91 12:43:28 GMT
From: bohdan!paul@uunet.uu.net
Subject: Battlestar Galactica

>  Now, concerning the original series, one of my favorite episodes left
>several questions unanswered, and that pissed me off.  In "War of the
>Gods", towards the end of the episode, Apollo and Starbuck were down on
>the planet's surface, checking out ruins that Iblis had left behind.  The
>look on Apollo's face when he opened the wreckage, it was IMPLIED that the
>doomed ship was the Pegasus, and that the body he and Starbuck found was
>Commander Cain.  This belief is backed up by the fact that neither of them
>wanted Sheba to look at the remains.  But it was never stated, only
>implied.  Anyone got any opinions?

During the scene where Apollo and Starbuck find the wreckage on the planet,
(The only planet I've seen with red foliage) one of them, I beleive it was
Starbuck, makes this comment: "It must have taken something the size of a
Battlestar to cause that."  He was referring to the scar in the landscape
caused by the wreckage of a giant space vehicle that impacted with the
planet.  I agree that they were heavily implying that the ship was the
Pegasus and that what they found stated it implicitly.  They never said
anything about finding a body, or it being that of Commander Cain.

Paul A. Fischer
UNIX Systems Engineer
Bohdan Associates Inc.
(301) 258-7429
uunet!bohdan!paul

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 21:47:06 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet
Subject: Battlestar Galactica

   I agree that the body found was not that of Cain.  I've always thought
that the ship was that of just some unfortunate crew that Iblis had fooled,
or another possibility is that it was Iblis' own ship (a ship of dark vs
the ship of light).

   The reason this story seemed to have a lot of Christian (BS or not)
ideas is that it did.  I've heard that the creators of BG are members of
the LDS church (Mormons).  Many of the ideas refelected in the show (all
epsiodes) are from LDS teachings.  The idea of having sister planets, the
mother planet named Kobol (sp?), and several other small details are all
lifted from LDS teachings.  Some have been twisted slightly to fit in the
show though.  There was even one line from the episode with Iblis, where
Apollo is talking with one of the "angels", that is almost a direct quote
from the Book of Mormon.  It's the one about the "angels" once being like
Apollo is now, and about he can become like they are.  It's said a lot
better than that in the show (and the scripture), but I can't remember it
off the top of my head.

David R Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
BITNET: DSS1 at UTAHLIB

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 08:27:17 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: Battlestar Galactica

One of the postings in this thread reminded me that there was a planet
called "Kobol" in this series. Are there any Mormons out there who can tell
me whether my memory is not twisted beyond recognition when it tells me
that, according to Joseph Smith, God came from a planet called something
like "Kolob"?

Jefferson Ogata        	        
University Of Maryland
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 91 20:40:31 GMT
From: tlynch@tybalt.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Red Dwarf

ras671@unhd.unh.edu (Robert A Seace) writes:
>BTW, why is Holly shown as being 'male' in some episodes and 'female' in
>others?

Assuming you've seen the third series, this is in the opening scrawl (or so
I've been led to believe - I won't see them until next week).  Holly got
bored and decided to perform a head sex-change on himself, thus taking the
form of Hilly, whom we saw in the close of the second series, "Parallel
Universe".  (In reality, it's because Norman Lovett decided to leave the
show, I think.)

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 09:02:30 GMT
From: dgelbart@questor.wimsey.bc.ca (Dave Gelbart)
Subject: Red Dwarf

Does anyone know of any [British or North American] source material,
fanzines, bubble gum cards, etc. for Red Dwarf?

Dave Gelbart
#12 4255 Sophia St.
Vancouver, BC V5V 3V6 CANADA
dgelbart@questor.wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 13:56:41 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: TV / The Flash

Did anyone else pick up the reference to Gorilla Grodd on Saturday's
episode (3/30/91) ???

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 20:42:14 GMT
From: jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie)
Subject: Re: TV / The Flash

IQTI400@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU (MacPhil) writes:

>Did anyone else pick up the reference to Gorilla Grodd on Saturday's
>episode (3/30/91) ???

Yup, but, I *think* the Nightshade said Gangster Grodd, but I *hope* I'm
wrong. I'd love to see a telepathic ape rampaging through Central City. :)

James G. Currie

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 12:08:11 GMT
From: waylacm2@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Mooch Mowczko)
Subject: Re: TV / The Flash

jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie) writes:
>IQTI400@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU (MacPhil) writes:
>>Did anyone else pick up the reference to Gorilla Grodd on Saturday's
>>episode (3/30/91) ???
>
>Yup, but, I *think* the Nightshade said Gangster Grodd, but I *hope* I'm
>wrong. I'd love to see a telepathic ape rampaging through Central City. :)

 The referece was to Gorilla Grodd indeed.  The name of the chief of police
was another DC reference, but since I don't read DC on a regular basis it
passed me by.  The criminal though probably wasn't THE Grodd but some
people are speculating that in the show THE Grodd will be named after this
crime boss.
  This week we get Capt. Cold whoever he is ( remember I don't read DC )
but I can figure out what he does.

Greg Mowczko
waylacm2@mentor.sage.cc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 17:54:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Third Eye

   I was a devotee of The Third Eye and made a sort of Episode Guide
(just the episode titles).  It went like this:
      1.  The Haunting of Cassie Palmer (5 eps)
      2.  Under the Mountain (7 eps)
      3.  Children of the Stones (8 eps)
      4.  Into the Labyrinth (6 eps)
      5.  The Witches and the Grinnygog (5 eps)

   I don't remember the episode titles or their authors offhand, although I
do have them written down at home.  As I remember, only Under the Mountain,
Children of the Stones, and Into the Labyrinth had actual episode titles.

   The actor who played Rothgo (humorously said to look like Phil Collins)
was Ron Moody, who at one time was considered for the part of the third
Doctor.

   The Witches and the Grinnygog was added later, after the series had been
on for a while.

   I once had the music to all of The Third Eye and The Tomorrow People but
it got zapped.  Does anyone know where I can get it, again?

   Except for _Into the Labyrinth_, they were all based on books.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 17:56:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Third Eye (_Children of the Stones)

>Wasn't the guy from Blake's 7

   Yes, Gareth Thomas played Matt's father in _Children of the Stones and
also Roj Blake from Blake's 7.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 16:55:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re:  The Third Eye

   I've never seen any of "The Third Eye", specifically "Children of the
Stars", but I do know that the man who played Blake was Gareth Thomas.  I
don't know if that helps any.  He's tall with bushy brown hair.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 21:16:05 GMT
From: makinney@wkuvx1.bitnet (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: The Third Eye

I remember a few of those. "Children" I remember. I don't remember the
names of these but here are plot summaries of the two other shows I
remember.

1. A bunch of kids fight an invasion of aliens called "Wilberforce" or
something like that.

2. Cassandra's relationship with that dead Deverill guy, and her mother who
went on about her being the seventh child of a seventh child and such.

Mark Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
Bitnet: MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
Internet: kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 23:29:08 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.uri.edu (J Metz)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye

   I loved this show as well, and I'm really glad a topic came up which I
know something about!!!  Someone will probably mention this earlier than
this gets to the list (my posts usually take about a week to get in :( but
the name of the actor who played Rothgo was Ron Moody.

   There was a third series as well (hence the 'third' eye? ), about a
seventh daughter of a seventh daughter who has some sort of infatuation
with a particular grave site in a cemetary in Britain (in fact, I believe
all of the series were filmed there.  *sigh*)

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 16:55:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Blake's 7

   Speaking of Blake's 7, I haven't been on the list long, so I'd like to
know if anyone's heard any rumours about what's going on with the series.
I've heard the usual rumblings about a possible continuation, but I wonder
if someone could substantiate that?

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 23:29:08 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.uri.edu (J Metz)
Subject: Re:  The tomorrow people

  I saw the tomorrow people way back when Nickleodeon first aired back in
the early '80s (actually, that's where I saw the Third Eye as well :).  I
have seen every episode that they aired at least three times, since they
cycled the series when it 'finished' in 1978.  To be truthful, the best
written shows came before 1976, when apparently the show went on some
hiatus.  The reason I say this (I have no proof) is because at the end of
one show, where they were vacationing on another planet and freed enslaven
children (which was preceded by a series where Mike fell in love with a
Russian girl who had telepathic powers - GOD! I had a crush on that girl!
:))) they came back to the lab beneath the underground (subway) and wiped
the cobwebs and dust from TIM, the biocomputer.

   From what I remember, at first there was Dave, and Carol, who originally
gone through the metamorphasis on their own into Homosuperiors, and had
found Stephen, a new young teenager who was being used by some thugs in
order to break into banks, open locks, steal things, etc.  Over time, they
found a young black woman in a very interesting series that dealt with
aliens who needed violence to fuel there ship (or something like that) to
get home, hence started fights using blue badges and green badges, and
paintings that switched from light scenes to dark scenes in order to change
the moods of the people wearing the badges.

   In time, Carol left the show, and there was a 400 year old time traveler
whose name was Peter, who looked like he was 12.  There was a younger child
who lived in an RV, a young scot, Michael, and I think one other person.
In the beginning, there were also two rogues who were brothers who at first
worked for the thugs who wanted to use Stephen, and they became fast
friends with the Tomorrow people.  I forget what their names were.  If you
were to name episodes, I could probably quote you lines, but what fun would
that be?

    I know that as time comes, I'll remember more people who were in the
show.  Sorry, on Nickleodeon, there were no credits at the end.

   (Or else I would have gotten the name of the Russian Telepath!  WOW!)

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 21:28:02 GMT
From: makinney@wkuvx1.bitnet (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: V

Am I the *only* one who liked *any* of this show at *all*? I admit there
were some things I found screwy about it (like when, at the end of the
miniseries, Julie and Elias are at the Radio Telescope control room and
send a message to some "enemies" of the Visitors, and then these enemies
are never brought up again.

As far as how everyone knew the planet was "invaded", perhaps Resistance
propaganda (remember them ripping John's "face" off)? Initially, the
Resistance was made up of scientists who thought the Visitors were more
than what they seemed (don't they always?). They could have done without
the cathedral bit though, and come to think of it, their military procedure
was pretty silly. I agree that Elizabeth had no right to exist, even in bad
SF, and especially the way they used her.

I don't judge how good a story is by whether or not everything is exactly
in tune with everything else, though. Like I said before, I liked some of
the series episodes (the Diana-Lydia feuds were some of my faorites - Joan
Collins and Linda Evans, eat your hearts out), the first miniseries, and
the second one to a lesser extent. But then again, I sat through all 14
hours of "Amerika," so this will remain MHO.

Mark Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
Bitnet: MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
Internet: kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Blake & Brooks (2 msgs) & Dickson &
                        Eddings (2 msgs) & Post-Holocaust SF (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 20:01:46 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Interior Life

"The Interior Life", by Katherine Blake, just appeared in the local
bookstore (although the publication date is listed as August 1990), and I
enjoyed it greatly.

It's not a promising book on the surface - a story about a housewife and
her daydreams.  We aren't given reason to suppose that those fantasies are
anything *other* than daydreams, either.  So effectively the books consists
of a not-very-well-written fantasy in which Humanity conveniently finds a
way to combat the Forces of Dark, and a not-very-eventful chronicle of a
few months in the life of a suburban housewife.

Surprisingly, the *interaction* between these two stories produces a book
which is significantly better than the sum of its parts.  Three and a half
stars on the five-star scale.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 19:40:41 GMT
From: drakenk@infonode.ingr.com (Keith Drake)
Subject: Druid of Shannara

 I just finished the Druid of Shannara and was wondering if anybody had any
ideas on what city that the Stone King was in. It has to be a city with a
domed stadium. Any ideas?
 Anybody know when the Elfqueen of Shannara will be coming out?

N. Keith Drake
(205) 730-5515
drakenk@infonode.ingr.com
!uunet!ingr!b25!rd3537!keith

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 19:55:22 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Druid of Shanarra

This book didn't belong in the current Shanarra trilogy.  Said trilogy
seems to be about the four lands trying to get out from under the heels of
a rather vicious federation and its nasty Shadowen (who are either its
minions or its secret overlords).

The Druid of Shanarra is a digression.  Out of the blue, we are told that
yet another major threat, one of which there was no previous sign, also
exists.  Virtually the entire book is then spent taking care of this
threat.  Perhaps thirty pages worth of main-line plot advancement also
occur.

Is the book worth what it costs?  Well, I got it from the library, but I'm
not sure it was worth the three hours.  Anyone who reads the third book,
when it comes out, without reading this one, will experience minimal
disorientation.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 17:30:01 GMT
From: coolidge@speaker.sgi.com (Don Coolidge)
Subject: Re: YOUNG BLEYS

6600mak@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Sasquatch) writes:
[lots of complimentary stuff deleted about Dickson's latest, YOUNG BLEYS]
>
>The books of the Chylde cycle have been consistently brilliant in my
>opinion.  Dickson develops the philisophical and psyclogical backgrounds
>completely.

What you said.

I just finished it, too, and am similarly impressed. This is a series
without a whole lot of action, heavy on motivation and personal growth,
with lots of exposition. However, unlike Asimov's Foundation series, which
is also heavy on exposition and short on action, this series continues to
grab my attention and just won't let go.

I also this week read an earlier (unrelated) Dickson, _Wolfling_ from
1968/69.  I'm afraid that it's not much like any of the Childe Cycle; it's
really just a bit of trash - poorly written, poorly plotted, nonexistent
characterizations, and ex-post-facto genius explanations of the
until-then-incomprehensible plot.  However, it has a few features and ideas
that pop up again in the Childe Cycle: namely, that there are clear levels
of genetic superiority (and inferiority), and that those with the most
superior genes are all giants, seven feet tall or more.

So, I wonder if Dickson is a very short person? (I suppose he could also be
a very tall person, but then we'd be dealing with narcissism instead of
envy :^)

And what is his opinion of Manute Bol?

Don Coolidge
coolidge@speaker.wpd.sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 00:07:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Seeress of Kell and such

   I became more and more interested in the characters as the book ended.
I mean, aside from the fact that they are all neat and I shall miss them, I
wonder how they'll deal with leading more or less normal lives now that the
fun is over?  I would *love* to see a novel about them that takes a
completely different tack - about the people themselves and their
interactions, with some conflict not being the main focus.
   I too want to know about Polgara's children, and am curious about Beldin
and Vella, butr my favorite character was Zakath and I want to know what's
going to become of him.
   The ideas for the prequels - the theft of the Orb, and the events around
the battle of Vo Mimbre, are, I suspect, the subjects for the two prequels
I believe Eddings has been contracted to do.  At least, I can't think of
any other events momentous enough.  They'll be single novels, not series.
Also, he's planning a second trilogy to follow the Elenium (which series
I'm grateful for; I've been waiting for one of his books for so long I'm
not sure how I would deal with *not* waiting for one. :)).

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 00:29:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Seeress of Kell

   Oops, I forgot to say what I thought about the apparent length of the
post-climax parts.  I thought they were especially long, rather than
hurried and fast.  I felt that Eddings was saying goodbye to them as much
as we were, and had a hard time doing it quickly (which was fine by me).  I
also felt, though, that the first half of the book went much faster than
usual.  I mean, journeys that one might have normally expected descriptions
of were left out completely, and I had a sense of rushed anticipation for
the whole book that was somewhat missing from the others because of it.  I
also think the book was shorter than usual (for him).

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 01:04:17 GMT
From: polari!6sigma2@sumax.seattleu.edu (Brian Matthews)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

I have had _Riddley Walker_ recommended to me by a couple of people, but
haven't been able to find a copy.  Is it still in print (I don't think so)?

Brian L. Matthews
6sigma2@polari.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 14:57:37 GMT
From: AKERMAN@bill.phy.queensu.ca (RICHARD AKERMAN)
Subject: Post-Nuclear SF

Eric Van Lustbader's Sunset Warrior books were set in a post-nuclear world
I think.  _The Sunset Warrior_, _Dai San_, some others.  Passable reading.
Sort of interesting setting.

Richard Akerman
Akerman@Bill.Phy.QueensU.Ca
Akerman@QUCdnAst

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 16:59:00 GMT
From: CORMACBW@snycenva.bitnet (BARBARA CORMACK)
Subject: Post-Holocaust Fiction

Greetings, everyone.  I am a new subscriber to sf-lovers and am enjoying
the discussion of one of my favorites genres.  I have to put in a plug for
my personal favorite, Warday by Whitley Strieber, co-authored with James
Kunetka.  (The two also wrote a post-ecological-disaster novel called
Nature's End which I have not read.)  Warday describes the massive impacts
of a "limited" nuclear exchange with Whitley and Jim providing the
narrative through journals they keep as they travel through a vastly
changed America.  It's comprehensive, moving, and very scary.  Any
comments, anyone?  I don't think anyone has mentioned Through Darkest
America by Neal Barrett, either.

Barbara Cormack
Office of Library Services
SUNY Central Administration
Bitnet: cormacbw@snycenva

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 18:36:32 GMT
From: Sarah_M._Elkins.Wbst129@xerox.com
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

I highly recommend "Where Late the Sweet Birds Sang" by Kate Wilhelm.  I
think it won the Hugo or the Nebula when it came out.  It is about what
happens to a small community which tries to save itself after a
chemical-nuclear war through cloning techniques.  Wilhelm's portraits of
individuals resisting the society drew me in, and how the society was
shaped by its decisions gave me chills.  WLTSBS blew me away - after
reading it, I've read every Kate Wilhelm book I could get my hands on, and
every one of them was worth reading, some almost as perfect as WLTSBS
(regarding the query about immortality, try Welcome Chaos).

Sarah
elkins.wbst129@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 19:45:20 GMT
From: verseman@stl-07sima.army.mil ("Amy N. Verseman")
Subject: Post-holocaust novels

The Pelbar Cycle was written by Paul O. Williams, who used to teach at
Principia College in Elsah , Illinois, right on the Mississippi.  Guess
where he got his geography from.  He was also rather active in local
archaeology, too, which explains some of the other emphasis in the books.
He moved to California a few years ago, and I haven't seen anything new
since then.

Another post-? book is The Road to Corlay, set basically in Great Britain,
by Richard Cowper.  There are two more books in the series, but they're
home and I'm not, so you don't get the titles right now.  I seem to
remember that the first and last were the best, but you needed information
from the second.  We have a print of a Michael Whelan cover for "Road",
which everyone loves, and only half seem to notice the antenna on the boat.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 19:58:51 GMT
From: msandlin@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Sandlin)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust SF

A few more that spring to mind that I don't think have been mentioned:

"Song From the Stars" by Norman Spinrad involves an anti-technology
society that evolves after a nuclear exchange. It contains one of my
favorite quotes, a message from beings unknown, "We all came from mud
floating ocean crud, so considering where we came from, we haven't done so
bad." I wish I were an aeronautical engineer so I could figure out if his
solar/pedal powered flyers would really work.

"From the Texts of Festival" by Mick Farren told the story of a
post-holocaust society modeled after the pop festivals of the late 60's and
early 70's. The book opens at the start of one of their high holy days. The
ceremonies start with the chant, "No rain! No rain!" A later religious
chant starts with "Gimme an F".  They held the old gods, like Djagger and
Morizen the Lizard King, in high regard. The texts themselves were black
vinyl disks kept by the priests.

"In the Drift" by author unremembered was an interesting story about life
in the U.S. after the Three Mile Island meltdown.

I can't remember either the author or title of the last one, it's buried in
boxes at home. The cover blurb went something like, "After the bombs fell,
there were few survivors, and the Hell's Angels were always survivors."
Obviously it was a story in which the Hell's Angels had become a major
component in a future society, with the sacred Harleys being passed from
one generation to the next. It was a pretty good read.

Mike Sandlin
msandlin@ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 18:08:50 GMT
From: re4@prism.gatech.edu (RUSSELL EARNEST)
Subject: Post-holocaust

I am aproaching the half-way point in Gwyneth Jones' _Divine_Endurance_.
The story revolves around a syntheticly created girl searching for her
equally syntheticly created brother in post-necular S.E. Asia guided by a
cat named Divine Endurance.  I chose it because I was seeking out female SF
authors and the cat on the cover told me to (she speaks telepathically).

It is a hauntingly told story from the first page. The characters are
naturally developed and easy to care about. I'll report more fully when I
finish it.

Who else has read this? Tell us what you think but no spoilers - I have not
yet begun to figure this thing out yet.

Russell Earnest
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,seismo,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!re4
ARPA: re4@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 06:40:56 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust SF

msandlin@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Sandlin) writes:
>I can't remember either the author or title of the last one, it's buried
>in boxes at home. The cover blurb went something like, "After the bombs
>fell, there were few survivors, and the Hell's Angels were always
>survivors." Obviously it was a story in which the Hell's Angels had become
>a major component in a future society, with the sacred Harleys being
>passed from one generation to the next. It was a pretty good read.

That sounds like "The Lost Traveller" by Steve Wilson (Dealers move,
Dealers wheel etc.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:16:02 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Post-holocaust novels

verseman@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL ("Amy N. Verseman") writes:
>The Pelbar Cycle was written by Paul O. Williams, who used to teach at
>Principia College in Elsah , Illinois, right on the Mississippi.

Great books, deserving of better than the generic-post-catastrophe-fantasy
covers and promotion they got.

>He moved to California a few years ago, and I haven't seen anything new
>since then.

He had a book out last year (-ish) called "The Gifts of the Gorboduc
Vandal", which I haven't read, but it's space-based SF, not Pelbar-like.

>Another post-? book is The Road to Corlay, set basically in Great Britain,
>by Richard Cowper.  There are two more books in the series, but they're
>home and I'm not, so you don't get the titles right now.

Also very good, in my opinion.  The titles as I remember them:
  "Piper at the Gates of Dawn" (story, republished in:)
  The Road to Corlay
  A Dream of Kinship
  A Tapestry of Time

Note that neither of these are post-*nuke* novels.  In the Pelbar books the
catastrophe is a meteor storm combined with a very limited nuclear strike.
In the Kinship books the catastrophe is climatic change, which leads to
rising oceans and a drowned England that becomes an archipelago.

In a similar vein, let me recommend THE CHALK GIANTS, by Keith Roberts,
another novel set in post-catastrophe England (Dorset, not too far from
where the Kinship books start out).  Somewhat of a remake of his earlier
PAVANE (a *great* book) in a darker and bloodier setting.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:19:14 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust SF

msandlin@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Sandlin) writes:
>A few more that spring to mind that I don't think have been 
>mentioned:
>
>"In the Drift" by author unremembered was an interesting story about life
>in the U.S. after the Three Mile Island meltdown.

Michael Swanwick.  Starts out pretty good, with the award-winning (?)
story "Mummer's Kiss" but meanders for a while before changing direction
and becoming kind of a dumb vampire plot for a while before turning into
something else.  Swanwick's first, clearly a fix-up instead of a real
novel.  Worth reading, but Swanwick's done much better since.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 22:14:12 GMT
From: microsoft!matth@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Matthew HILLMAN)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

I haven't seen one of my favorite post-Holocaust novels mentioned yet:
_Fiskadoro_ by Denis Johnson.

The future of _Fiskadoro_ provides an interesting contrast to that of _The
Postman_.  While the Willamette Valley society of _The Postman_ seems to
move forward, attempting to build a new civilization, the people of the
Florida Keys in _Fiskadoro_ are trapped by their desire to regain what was
lost in the nuclear war.  They devote all their intellectual efforts to
trying to decipher a past which they don't understand, and which becomes
more and more obscured by myth.

I enjoyed _Fiskadoro_ a lot; I thought its sociologocal approach was a nice
counterpoint to the technological approach of _The Postman_ or the
religious approach of _A Canticle for Leibowitz_.

Matt Hillman
matth@microsoft.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 01:42:11 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

Has anyone mentioned Dr. Bloodmoney by Philip K. Dick yet?  Great book!

Steffan O'Sullivan
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 11:24:32 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

M. K. Wren's A Gift Upon the Shore, which came out just a year or two ago,
is a pretty darn good post-nuclear novel; it has the best description of
nuclear winter I've seen yet (I read it with some professional envy!) and a
refreshingly female-centered story.

------------------------------
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                     Star Wars (12 msgs)
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Date: 28 Mar 91 19:46:41 GMT
From: Rishad@csws1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: Warlock

Can anyone tell me what the deal is with this movie 'Warlock' is?  Was it
released before, because I could almost swear having seen it in a video
store somewhere. Looks pretty good whatever it is.

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 03:13:00 GMT
From: WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.com
Subject: Frankenstein Unbound

Over the weekend I rented and watched _Frankenstein Unbound_, a movie that
presented an interesting "twist" to the Frankenstein legend.  Not the
greatest movie I've ever seen, but it was worth the rental cost.  Good
concept, moderately good acting, even humorous in places.  Here's the
general concept:

(***MILD SPOILER WARNING***)

In the near future, scientists have developed a weapon that causes targets
to "implode" or, as stated in the movie, cease to exist in time.
Unfortunately, there are a few side effects.  One such side effect, a "slip
in time," sends the lead scientist back to the year 1817(?) where he meets
Mary Goddard (Shelley), Lord Byron, Percy Shelley, and Dr. Frankenstein
(who has recently succeeded in his attempt to create life in a form much
worse than Mary Shelly's story indicates).  Now Dr. F. wants to use the
scientist's knowledge to make a mate for the creature.  The ending of the
story is a new angle to the destruction of the monster (I won't spoil
THAT).

(***END OF SPOILER***)

The movie was based on a novel by the same name, but I cannot remember the
name of the author.  Any help?  Has anyone out there read the book?  If so,
is it worth the time and effort?  Has anyone else seen the movie?
Comments/opinions?

Brian

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 06:31:04 GMT
From: sebree@ondine.eng.sun.com (Michael Sebree [OS Technology])
Subject: Re: Frankenstein Unbound

WELDENTB%MYOC@dupont.COM writes:
>Over the weekend I rented and watched _Frankenstein Unbound_, a movie that
>presented an interesting "twist" to the Frankenstein legend.
	[ Description of plot deleted ]
>The movie was based on a novel by the same name, but I cannot remember the
>name of the author.  Any help?

I believe this book was written by the British SF writer, Brian W. Aldiss.
It came out around '74 or thereabouts.

>  Has anyone out there read the book?  If so, is it worth the time and
>effort?  Has anyone else seen the movie?  Comments/opinions?

If you like Aldiss, you might find it diverting, and perhaps worth reading
for completeness's sake. I remember thinking at the time I read it that
it's not one of Aldiss's best books. It's something of a tour de force, as
I recall (it's been years since I read it), in that parts of the book are
written in a sort of imitation of Mary Shelley's style.

Michael Sebr'ee
sebree@ondine.Eng.Sun.COM

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 16:57:21 GMT
From: jdliss@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Frankenstein Unbound gripes

I was pretty psyched about _Frankenstein Unbound_ and thought its concept
to be pretty good. It was directed by Roger Corman, who did a lot of the
famous horror movies of the thirties and forties.  All respect to him, but
there was something very wrong with this movie.  Not acting (Raoul Julia
and John Hurt) but, the cutting.  Every time it cut I always felt jarred
and unsatisfied and weirded out.  I don't know why.  I thought its
beginning and end were really intense, but something seemed really odd and
disconcerting about the whole thing.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 16:53:35 GMT
From: ronin@ronin.sbi.com (Barry Wright)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS (Really about SW/Arthurian Legend theory)

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
>Lucas has been strongly influenced by Arthurian legend, and it is pretty
>clear he set out to portray a version of the entire story right from the
>start.

Hang on there, Jeff.  I suspect you need a dose or two of the
anti-solipsism drug currently in vogue at the University of Maryland.
While it is an easy task to project one's favorite myth onto the framework
of another myth, that does not _necessarily_ mean they are related.  In
this case, while Lucas has admitted that "Star Wars" was influenced by many
myths, and by _studies_ of mythology such as Campbell's "The Hero With A
1000 Faces," he has also cited the _actual_ inspiration for the plot many
times, publicly.

"Star Wars" was based on a Japanese film called "The Hidden Fortress."
Rent it.  The entire baseline plot, including the R2D2 and C3PO characters,
is there.  Actually, the human R2D2 and C3PO are _much_ cuter than their
robotic counterparts.  Do a diff on Samaurai armor and Darth Vader's
outfit.  Have fun with it.  George did.

Again, not to start a flamefest, I'm not saying you can't see elements of
Arthurian legend in "Star Wars."  I _am_ saying that they may not have been
placed there intentionally.  I could probably do as good a job relating the
"Star Wars" saga to the Mahabarata, but all that means is that both epics
contain all the elements of a good myth; it doesn't mean that George
intentionally created a 1-for-1 rendering.
 
Barry Wright
ronin@ronin.sbi.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 21:23:02 GMT
From: mce@tc.fluke.com (Brian McElhinney)
Subject: New info on STAR WARS sequels

The latest issue of Locus (April 1991), has some interesting news on STAR
WARS sequels, both books and movies.

LucasFilm has sold rights to Bantam Books for a sequel trilogy.  The first
book, HEIR TO THE EMPIRE, has already been written by Timothy Zahn, and
approved by LucasFilms.  (I'd like to know if Lucas at least outlined this
sequel, but there was no mention of that.  The article did state that
"George Lucas was not directly involved in the approval.")  Bantam also has
an option for sequel spinoffs.

LucasFilm stated that they are planning to film *only* prequels (presumably
the Clone Wars trilogy we've all heard about), but have no plans to start
filming this century.  The sequels will remain as books only.
  
Brian McElhinney
mce@tc.fluke.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 22:35:40 GMT
From: cranmer@ohstpy.mps.ohio-state.edu
Subject: STAR WARS sources:  The New Gods?

While on the subject of where George Lucas got the idea for Star Wars, (and
I apologize if this has been discussed) has anyone out there ever read Jack
Kirby's "New Gods" comic series from the early 1970's?

There are amazing parallels with Star Wars, an evil, black-armored villan
(Darkseid) with a son that fights for good that was taken from him at
birth, an old man with a white beard that has the control of a power called
the "Source", etc.

But then again, maybe Kirby got these ideas from that Oriental movie that
someone mentioned.  When was it made?

Steve Cranmer

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 04:28:00 GMT
From: WFL4468@tntech.bitnet (HONORS PROGRAM COMPUTER SPECIALIST)
Subject: Re: Star Wars 1st Saga.

ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney) writes:
> The second trilogy consisted of 'A New Hope','Splinter of the Minds Eye'
>and 'The Empire Strikes Back/Revenge of the Jedi'.

Is this `Splinter of the Minds Eye' an any way related to the Novel by Alan
Dean Foster (I think!) called 'Splinter in the Mind's Eye'?  Did he just
use the title, or was he working from some sort of preliminary script?  I
read the book, but it was years ago.  I seem to recall that it dealt with
Luke and Leia, possibly with a hint of romance (this being long before the
revelation of their kinship to the general public).

>   Also the titles got changed a little, from Revenge to Return of the
>Jedi. 

If I recall correctly, the early marketing for the third movie was done
under the title 'Revenge of the Jedi'.  Anything with 'Revenge...' on it is
supposed to be a valuable collectors' item, although I've never seen any.

I saw Lucas on a Siskel and Ebert special, and he seemed relatively sure
that there would eventually be more Star Wars stuff.

Bill Langston
wfl4468@tntech.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 11:03:53 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS (Really about SW/Arthurian Legend theory)

ronin@ronin.sbi.COM (Barry Wright) writes:
> Again, not to start a flamefest, I'm not saying you can't see elements of
> Arthurian legend in "Star Wars."  I _am_ saying that they may not have
> been placed there intentionally.  I could probably do as good a job
> relating the "Star Wars" saga to the Mahabarata, but all that means is
> that both epics contain all the elements of a good myth; it doesn't mean
> that George intentionally created a 1-for-1 rendering.

Look at the names:

Arthur, Darth Vader
Lancelot, Han Solo
Morgana, Leia Organa

Notice any similarities? :-) Looks pretty deliberate to me.

Also note that the hero is taken from his family, raised elsewhere, and
bequeathed a special sword by a wizard.

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 15:51:29 GMT
From: shaw@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Mark Shaw)
Subject: Re: New info on STAR WARS sequels

mce@tc.fluke.COM (Brian McElhinney) writes:
>LucasFilm stated that they are planning to film *only* prequels
>(presumably the Clone Wars trilogy we've all heard about), but have no
>plans to start filming this century.  The sequels will remain as books
>only.

This is bad news for Star Wars fans.  What happened to all the rumors about
the sets being built in England and the release dates?  The people who
started those rumors should come out now and defend their sources - let's
put a little hope back on the SW scene.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 04:56:31 GMT
From: steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Gavin Steyn )
Subject: Re: STAR WARS (Really about SW/Arthurian Legend theory)

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
[About Star Wars and Arthurian legends]
>Look at the names:
>Arthur, Darth Vader
>Lancelot, Han Solo
>Morgana, Leia Organa

This would be a lot more convincing if the names had anything to do with
their roles in the movie.  I mean, Leia the villain and Vader the hero?

>Notice any similarities? :-) Looks pretty deliberate to me.
>
>Also note that the hero is taken from his family, raised elsewhere, and
>bequeathed a special sword by a wizard.

This is actually a standard fantasy device.  In many myths from many
cultures there are heroes who share a bunch of attributes.  One is being
raised in secrecy (e.g. Perseus).  Another is being trained in secret.  The
only coincidence is that Star Wars is trying to be a modern myth, and so
appropriates these elements.

Gavin Steyn
steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 22:05:51 GMT
From: aboisvert@amherst.bitnet
Subject: Re: STAR WARS (Really about SW/Arthurian Legend theory)

ronin@ronin.sbi.COM (Barry Wright) writes:
[very good stuff deleted; go back and read it if you missed it]
> Again, not to start a flamefest, I'm not saying you can't see elements of
> Arthurian legend in "Star Wars."  I _am_ saying that they may not have
> been placed there intentionally.  I could probably do as good a job
> relating the "Star Wars" saga to the Mahabarata, but all that means is
> that both epics contain all the elements of a good myth; it doesn't mean
> that George intentionally created a 1-for-1 rendering.

Indeed Star Wars is a highly mythic construction (Joseph Campbell thought
highly of it; in fact the Bill Moyers interviews with him were done at
Skywalker Ranch), and parallels can be drawn with a vast number of other
mythic type works.  The Lord of the Rings springs to mind, and I
distinctly remember doing a one-to-one character/item comparison between
Star Wars and Lloyd Alexander's Black Cauldron in fourth grade (this was
about 1979-80).

Taran the fatherless farm boy=Luke the fatherless farm boy
Princess Eilonwy=Princess Leia
Gurgi= an amalgam of R2D2 and Chewbacca
Gwydion, Dallben, & Coll= Obi-Wan

and so forth.

So indeed, there probably is a relationship between Star Wars and the
Arthurian Legend, but I doubt very much that it was planned as such. (in
any case, the father son problem of Arthur was reversed in Return of the
Jedi, and ol' dad was the bad guy).

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 09:46:32 GMT
From: adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk (Adrian Hurt)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS (Really about SW/Arthurian Legend theory)

ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata) writes:
>Look at the names:
>
>Arthur, Darth Vader
>Lancelot, Han Solo
>Morgana, Leia Organa
>
>Notice any similarities? :-) Looks pretty deliberate to me.
>
>Also note that the hero is taken from his family, raised elsewhere, and
>bequeathed a special sword by a wizard.

The hero, Arthur, is taken from his family, raised elsewhere and gets a
special sword which marks him as the king.  Replace "Arthur" with "Darth
Vader", and it works - provided you assume that Darth Vader is the hero,
and that he becomes Emperor.  Replace "Arthur" with "Luke", and it works up
till the point where Arthur becomes king.

Lancelot is about as different from Han Solo as possible.  About the only
two characters I've ever heard of who are less similar are Arthur and Darth
Vader.

As for Vader's name; I wonder if any Germans figured out the relationship
between Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader before they saw "The Empire Strikes
Back"?  The German word for "father" is "Vater".  I did notice the
similarity before seeing TESB, but didn't give it much significance except
to wonder if lots of German children were now regarding their fathers as
villains.

Adrian Hurt
UUCP: ..!ukc!cs.hw.ac.uk!adrian
ARPA:  adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 19:07:47 GMT
From: mikal.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Michael brown)
Subject: STAR WARS saga

In a message posted by Bill Langston (wfl4468@tntech.bitnet) He quotes
someone who claims the middle Star Wars saga was made of "A New Hope"
"Splinter of the Mind's Eye" and "Empire/Return".

I Disagree.  "Splinter" was a novel written by Alan Dean Foster soon after
"Star Wars" (Later renames "SW IV: A NEW HOPE") I thought it was going to
be the sequal, but I think that it should be treated as NOT part of the
trilogy.  The middle trilogy is A NEW HOPE, EMPIRE, and RETURN.

Yes, Return was originally called Revenge and YES there are materials with
that name.  One of my friends who was a memeber of the official Star Wars
Fan Club had a patch that said "Revenge of the Jedi" and had an image of
Vadar's mask in flames.  She also had the same patch with the wording
"Return of the Jedi".  There are probably other items floating around.

On prequels: Star Wars 1-3 will deal with how the Emperour rose from
Senator to President to Emperor.  I have a copy of a script outline for #3.
It's called "Fall of the Republic" if I remember properly.  I do not know
if it is official from Lucasfilm.  It introduces Han Solo (as a cabin boy),
shows how Vadar was "created" from Anakin, shows Boba Fett as a hunter of
Jedi's (in the movies he has Jedi scalps on his outfit, see "Art of the
Empire SB"), and shows Luke and Leia's mother hiding her children.
Interesting script, but unsure if 'true'.

Michael R Brown
mikal.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 19:58:19 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - MUST ASK!!

florian@convex.csd.uwm.edu (Chris Florian) writes:
>The Star Wars trilogy was taken from Lucas's mega-page thesis, `Journal of
>the Wills'.  Lucas did publish his thesis, but immediately removed it
>from publication.  I think there are only about 50 copies in existence.  I
>saw one at a friend of my uncles'.  It was very thick.

Feh. This sounds highly unfeasible to me.

   First of all, if the meta-trilogy started life as a *thesis*, then what,
pray tell, was the academic field for which it was written? Alternate space
history? Blending of science-fiction and fantasy genres? I wasn't aware
that one could present theses composed purely of creative output - don't
they have to be *about* something that X number of people have already
catfought about for years? (Assuming it was an English thesis of some kind,
that is, I don't think physics is as citation-happy and opinionated as
English theses)
   Secondly, (referring to an accidentally deleted part of the article) the
Han Solo and Lando Calrissian books may well have been the product of
independently licensing out the characters in a noncanonical fashion,
completely separate from any involvement by Lucas himself, but _Splinter in
the Mind's Eye_ was based on early script drafts Lucas wrote up for _Star
Wars_. Pertinent details are in Lucas' biography, _Skywalking_. Read it and
weep copious tears.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 19:42:27 GMT
From: bill@wpi.wpi.edu (Bill Marrs)
Subject: What Yoda said...

I just recently saw The Empire Strikes Back.  I hadn't seen it in a long
time.  One of the things that impressed me the most was all the neat
philosophical stuff that Yoda said.  The problem I had was that I couldn't
always understand what he was saying.

So, I was wondering if anyone had any pointers to a script of The Empire
Strikes Back, specifically what Yoda said.

Please e-mail responses.

Bill

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Miscellaneous - Fanzines & Predicting the Present &
                            Psionics

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 22:51:27 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv2.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: The Great Fanzine List (finally!)

			The Great Net.Fanzine.List

   Culled from too few submissions, and the knowledge inherent in your
Humble Narrator's own collection.  This list is by no means definitive, so
submissions and corrections should be send via net.mail to
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu or via snailmail to Dave Weingart, 400 Fulton Street
#10B, Farmingdale, NY, 11735, USA.

   A note about the list.  Fanzines form rough categories, such as clubzine
(devoted to a specific club, such as NESFA or the SF4M), perzine (aka
personalzine) (personal ramblings of the faned (FAN EDitor)), genzine
(general interest), APA (Amateur Press Association, where everyone submits
their own short 'zine which is collated into a larger whole - APAs are as
diverse as 'zines), etc.

   In order to get a fanzine, you typically have to pay a few dollars or
get it for "the usual," which usually means in trade for _your_ 'zine, or
for a submission of some sort, or a LoC (Letter Of Comment - some 'zines
consist of nothing _but_ LoCs).

   One final editorial note.  In most cases, I haven't actually seen the
'zines in this list.  As a result, I have to rely on whatever descriptions
are sent in, so don't let my copious editorial ramblings fool you.  If
there are any errors as a result of this process, the secretary will
disavow any knowledge of my actions.  Corrections can be made if you send
me mail to the address above.  Oh, one other thing (actually two).  Unless
otherwise noted, assume that prices are in US dollars and addresses are in
the USA.

   Thanks to the following people who helped by submitting the names of
their own and other 'zines.

Debbie "The Leaper" Brown, Jimmy Chin, Ron Evans, Susan Gavula, Dave
Gelbart, Mats Henricson, Empress Mocha Hiryu, R. Allen Jervis, Laurie Mann,
Rich McAllister, Mike van Pelt, Seth Robertson, Scott Sanford, Kay Shapero,
Leah and Dick Smith, Vonnie, Maxine Wolfson, Michael Woodhams and, of
course, all the faneds who put these things out!

   A special "thanks-a-buzillion" goes to Dick Smith, who was kind enough
to mail me a list of 'zines, with descriptions, and a sheet that he and
Leah put together ("What Everyfan Should Know About Fanzines") describing
what a fanzine is, various types thereof, how to get a hold of them, and
exhorting people to publish fanzines.  Much of the above descriptive
material was inspired by or stolen from this sheet.

AEONS
Tina Nevin
Auckland University Science Fiction Society
c/o Auckland University Students Association
Private Bag
Auckland 1
NEW ZEALAND

     A clubzine for AUSFS, this (very) irregular 'zine has fanfic, poetry
and artwork.  No firm price is available for sample copies, but I've been
told it's probably in the $2 to $5 (NZ) range.

ANVIL
Charlotte Proctor
8325 7th Ave. S
Birmingham, AL  35206
USA

     Anvil is a genzine/clubzine for the Birmingham SF Club.  No
information is available on getting copies of it, so write to them to find
out.

CUSFuSsing
Columbia University Science Fiction Society
313 Ferris Booth Hall
Columbia University
New York, NY 10027
USA

     This is a clubzine for CUSFS.  There's no charge to be on the mailing
list, but they "gratefully" accept (tax deductible!)  contributions.  They
make an attempt to pub it once per year, and contributions of original
fiction, art, etc are also "gratefully" welcomed.

DER ZWECK IST DER SCH|PFTER DER GANZEN RECHT (aka Der Zweck)
Mats Henricson
Magnus Eriksson
EFSF
c/o Henricson
Terapiv. 4F
141 55 Huddinge
Sweden

euamts@eua.ericsson.se

     The note from Mats that came with this submission mentioned that EFSF
is an acronymn for the European Federation for Science Fiction, and further
that it was merely a cover for the two faneds.  Apparently free (although a
$1 subscription fee is suggested) it's mainly in Swedish and Norwegian
(with a little English thrown in), with copies sent to varying parts of
Europe and Asia.  He describes the contents as "pathetic, philosophical,
news, letters, assaults and true garbage" with a note the last cover of the
last 9 issues featured a tapir.

FACTSHEET FIVE
Mike Gunderlov
6 Arizona Ave
Rensselaer, NY  12144-4502
USA

     This 'zine (more of a catalog) is one of the better sources listing
various fanzines for all types of fandoms and fringes (if there is, for
example, a 'zine devoted to sex in SF-oriented rock 'n' roll songs, you
could probably find it listed here).  Samples are $3

FILE 770
Mike Glyer
5828 Woodman Ave, #2
Van Nuys, CA  91401
USA
     This is mainly a newszine that concentrates on fannish politics (Glyer
being a BNF and all that).  I _know_ this has been at least nominated, and
has probably won a Hugo.  Subs are 5 issues for $8.

FLIGHTS OF FANCY:  CASTLES IN THE AIR
Susan Gavula
3143 Homestead Commons #3
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
USA

sjg@terminator.cc.umich.edu

     This is a coming realsoonnow e-zine for the TV show "Beauty and the
Beast."  Hardcopy will be available for some as yet undetermined price
(probably in the $5 to $10 range), but will be free for contributers (in
other words, available for the usual).  They accept poetry or prose (no
minimum length).

FOLLY
Arnie Katz
330 S. Decatur, Suite 152
Las Vegas, NV  89107

     Folly seems to be a perzine (at least from the description I've gotten
via e-mail) with an emphasis on fannishness.  Folly is a monthly (give or
take a little).

FOSFAX
c/o Tim Lane
FOSFA
PO Box 37281
Louisville, KY  40233-7281
USA

     I have little information on this 'zine, other than that it appears to
be a clubzine for FOSFA (whatever FOSFA stands for), and haz a periodic
review of other 'zine.

HARDWIRED HINTERLAND
R. Allen Jervis
P.O.B 743
Notre Dame, IN  46556
USA

BITNET: c78kck@irishmvs
        voyager@irishmvs
American Online: Flashcat1
GEnie:           TREELIMB

     This is a genzine that pubs roughly three times per year.  I can't
tell you much else about it, unfortunately.

THE IMAGING CHAMBER
Kitty Woldow
6326 Simms St. # 105
Arvada CO 80004
USA

     This is a letterzine devoted to the TV show "Quantum Leap."

INTERCEPTED
Kay Shapero
12536 Short Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Internet: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org
Compuserve: >internet:Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

(To save myself retyping time, I'll just copy Kay's own (lengthy
description) to this buffer.  DSW)

     INTERCEPTED is a fanzine much like a role playing game with no dice,
no character sheets, and very few rules.  It's been nicknamed "the
Multiversal Party Line"; the place where characters from fact and fantasy
meet, interact, and occasionally pound on each other for the amusement of
all.  Members may use as many aliases as they wish, be they their own
invention, or names from history or fiction.  Invite Captain Kidd, Captain
Bligh, Captain Kirk, and Captain Horatio Horn- blower to dinner!  Go
adventuring with Indiana Jones!  BE Indiana Jones.

     To join in on the fun, send $.65 plus 2 oz postage (as money or
stamps, I don't care) to INTERCEPTED, 12536 Short Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90066 for a copy and description of current plotlines.  Or if you've got a
computer and a modem call Stormgate Aerie BBS, (FIDOnet node 1:102/524)
1-213-822-6929 (8 data bits, no parity, 1 stop bit) to download a copy of
THE ELECTRONIC INTERCEPTED and associated files.  If you've got access to
FIDOnet, file request EIC.ZIP, which contains the current issue, a copy of
the Cast List [an associated zine about characters in Intercepted], and a
description of current plot lines and general information.

LAN'S LANTERN
George "Lan" Lankowski
55 Valley Way
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48013
USA

     This is a genzine, tending towards the serious, with lots of reviews.
Samples are $3.  (If memory serves correctly, this was at least nominated
for a Hugo DSW)

LOST JOHNNY'S RADIO FANZINE
Dave Weingart
400 Fulton St, #10B
Farmingdale, NY  11735
USA

dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

     Irregular genzine/perzine, devoted to anything that won't get Yours
Truly sued for libel (SF, fandom, concerts, music, fanfic, etc.).
Available for the usual, or about $1.00 US, or for assorted nude photos,
editorial whim, etc.

LOW ORBIT
R'ykandar Korra'ti  (Hey, I don't create 'em, I only post 'em! -DSW)
252 East Loudon Avenue
Lexington, KY 40505-3636
USA

phoenix@ms.uky.edu
editor@lorbit.UUCP
ukma!lorbit!editor

     48-52 pages, quarterly, science fiction/fantasy/science; three to four
short stories an issue, columns from Canada, Australia, the USSR, and
Europe, and other non-fiction.  This 'zine is offset printed with a glossy
cover and grey-scale artwork.  Available for the usual.  Write to find out
about sample copies.

MAINSTREAM
Jerry Kaufman
Suzanne Tompkins
8738 1st Ave. NW
Seattle, WA  98117
USA

     Samples of this irregularly-published genzine can be had for a mere
$2.

MIMOSA
Dick & Nicki Lynch
PO Box 1270
Germantown, MD  20875
USA

     Mimosa is a genzine ("One of the best around," according to the
submission (_not_ from the Lynches)), with an emphasis on fan history.
Samples are available for $2.

MYTHAGORAS
Watts Martin
Bill Biersdorf
c/o Concept Alliance
PO Box 272987
Tampa, FL 33688-2987
USA

     This is a "furry fandom" quarterly with a 3-color cover.  (Furry
fandom refers to people involved in anthropomorphics (aka funny animals,
although they are very often quite serious and well-done.  DSW).  The 'zine
contains fiction, artwork and articles.  Issue #3 is available for $3.95
($4.95 ppd), and #4 costs $3.75 ($4.75 ppd).

NEW PALS
Catherine Doyle
Kip Williams
26 Copeland Lane, #D
Newport News, VA  23601
USA

     New Pals is a bizarre little mix, running between genzine, perzine and
(get this) clubzine.  The catch is that the club is made up of people who
LoC the zine, so you have to LoC to get in, grok?  When you do, you get a
Pal number (I have no idea what a Pal number actually is, I want you to
know!  DSW).

THE PRIDE

     No address was given, but you might try to send e-mail to Scott
Sanford at wyvern@agora.rain.com.

     This (more or less) monthly is a clubzine for the ISC Wildcat, a con
volunteer group with a group persona of an exploratory starship.
Subscription rates are $20 annually.  Circulation is small (about 30 copies
each printing).

PROPER BOSKONIAN
c/o Laurie Mann
NESFA
Box G
MIT Branch PO
Cambridge, MA  02139
USA

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP
Laurie_Mann@m80.stratus.com
lmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (NeXT Mail)

     PB is the NESFA (New England Science Fiction Association; the people
who run Boskone) clubzine.  It's available in either paper or electronic
form (but without artwork).  The ASCII format is available about 1 month
after the hardcopy.  PB is available free to NESFAns, or $2 (US) for
others.

PROTOTYPE
William Chow
2830 East 8th Avenue
Vancouver, BC
V5M 1W9
CANADA

Samples $2.50 (presumably Canadian $$$)

     An anime (aka Japanimation aka japanese animation) zine.  Contains Fan
art and scripts and synopses. There are also articles on modelling and
related topics

PYROTECHNICS: THE NOW & THEN NEWSLETTER OF GENERAL TECHNICS
Bill Higgins
Constance Trembley
PO Box 965
Aurora, IL  60507
USA

     This is a zine of techie-type fan stuff.  Typical material includes
articles on "Why You Shouldn't Use a .22 Rifle Cartrifge as an Automotive
Fuse" and "A Test of the Ability of Hostess Twinkies to Withstand Space
Launches."  Its a relative quarterly,at about $4 for 4 issues.

QUANTUM QUARTERLY
Jim Rondeau
1853 Rallbrook Ave.
San Jose CA 95128
USA

     This 'zine is devoted to the TV show "Quantum Leap."  I have no
information at all on prices or how often it comes out (presumably 4 times
a year).

RADIO FREE THULCANDRA
Marty Helgesen
11 Lawrence Avenue
Malverne, NY  11565
USA

libmh%ccny.bitnet@cunyvm.cuny.edu

     This is a kinda-sorta clubzine for Christian Fandom.  I say kinda
sorta, because doctinal flamewars are highly DIScouraged, while LoCs by
non-Christians are highly ENcouraged.  Most of the contents are book
reviews and commentary.  No print frequency is given.  $3 is accepted to
meet printing and postage, but the usual is preferred.

THE ROAD
Kevin Conod
7-10 Forest St.
Fair Lawn, NJ  07410-1540
USA

     The Road is a clubzine/genzine for the Stony Brook Science Fiction
Forum.  It includes the usual genzine-ish things (lettercol, book reviews,
occasional fanfic), but also lots of stuff relating to the SF4M itself.
This (roughly) quarterly is free to members and alumnae.  Write about
samples and subs.

SINGULARITY
Ronald Hale-Evans
89 Massachussetts Ave. #199
Boston, MA 02115
USA

evans-ron@cs.yale.edu
evans@brandeis.bitnet

$10/4 issues, $3/single issue

     I couldn't possibly improve on Ron's description, so I'll just quote
it.  "A zine of techno-weirdness and cultural relativism. Regular features
include what it's like to be insane, and weird new words.  Typical topics
include memes, cyborgisation, space colonisation, magick."

STET
Leah A. Z. Smith
17 Kerry Lane
Wheeling, IL  60090-6415
USA

     This is a perzine, which has interests running from fandom to recipes
and food.  Samples can be had for $2.

STRANGE PLASMA
Edgewood Press
PO Box 264
Cambridge, MA 02238
USA

     This is an irregular semiprozine of speculative and imaginative
fiction.  Single issues are $3, and subscriptions are available for $10 for
four issues in the USA, $12 in Canada, $18 overseas.  According to their
inside front cover blurb, they are "Not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts, though great care will be taken with everything received."
According to the person who sent this one in for The List, "The stories are
weird, but in a competent non-cutesy way."

THE TANTALUS FIELD
Michael J Montoure
24026 21st St.
Seattle, WA   98198
USA

singh@bailey.cpac.washington.edu

     This is a STrek 'zine, apparently thematically related to the "Mirror,
Mirror" episode (Spock with a beard) and ST:TNG.  Subscriptions are
$8/year.  Back issues can be had for $1.50 a pop, anthologies are $5 each.

TRASH BARREL
Don Franson
6543 Babcock Ave.
N. Hollywood, CA  91606
USA

     This 'zine (for which your Humble Narrator has little real info) is a
collection of fanzine reviews for the National Fantasy Fan Federation (aka
the N3F).

TWILIGHT ZINE
attn: Jourcomm
MIT Science Fiction Society
Room W20-473
84 Massachussetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA  02139
USA

mitsfs@athena (possibly mitsfs@athena.mit.edu)

     TZ is the clubzine for the MITSFS, and contains a lot of MITSFS
related in-jokes and information (such things as meeting minutes from 15
years ago).  However, there are very strong genzine elements, with lots of
reviews, cartoons, and hoax science.  Many of the contributors have never
even _been_ to MIT.  TZ is available for the usual or a few dollars.  It's
pubbed 10 times per decade, where a decade is defined as the period of time
it takes for 10 issues of TZ to be pubbed.

WINNIE THE POO
Rich McAllister
149 Webster St.
Palo Alto, CA  95301
USA

rfm@eng.sun.com

     This is the official clubzine of the San Francisco Penninsula SF
Association.  The contents are all meeting announcements.  There are no
articles, reviews, cartoons, etc.  The price is 5 for $2, but prospective
members can get a free ish on request.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 01:32:17 GMT
From: torg@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Grant R. Davis)
Subject: Predicting the Present

   I am making a list of all the things that were predicted to happen in
1991. I plan to compile it and post it, or at least the highlights.  I am
asking for contributions (to the list, not money). Any source is welcome
(wasn't a balanced budget promised for '91? :-); books, movies, "future
timelines", prophecies of apocalypse, etc.

Thanks in advance.

Grant Davis
U. of Texas-Austin

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 91 21:58:09 GMT
From: rac@rti.rti.org (Roger Connor)
Subject: Psi source stories

I would like a summary of the novel list. 

And to add to it:
E.E. "Doc" Smith: The Lensman Series
                     Triplanitary, 
                     Galactic Patrol, 
                     Second Stage Lensman,
                     Grey Lensman,
                     Children of the Lens.
                  The Galaxy Primes
Alan Nourse:      Psi High and Other Stories
Zenna Henderson:  The People: No Different Flesh
                     The People: Pilgrimage
                     The Anything Box
(author unknown): The Power (also the movie of the same name
                     starring George Hamilton and Stephanie Powers)
Andre Norton:     Catseye
                  The Last Planet
                  X-factor
Lin Carter:       The Tower at the End of Time

Roger  A. Connor, Jr.
3211-25 University Station 
Durham, NC 27705
rac@rti.rti.org.UUCP

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Blake & Dickson (2 msgs) & Jones &
                        Kerr (2 msgs) & Park & Books List &
                        Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 21:28:37 GMT
From: lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (Lee Derbenwick)
Subject: Re: The Interior Life

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> "The Interior Life", by Katherine Blake, just appeared in the local
> bookstore (although the publication date is listed as August 1990), and I
> enjoyed it greatly.

I got it sometime last year, so it made it to at least some bookstores
then.  Ditto the enjoyment, though!

> Surprisingly, the *interaction* between these two stories produces a book
> which is significantly better than the sum of its parts.  Three and a
> half stars on the five-star scale.

The interaction indeed works quite well - her escapes to her daydreams have
interesting and wide-ranging effects on her real life [trying to avoid
spoilers here].  There is also some ambiguity - she learns things in her
fantasy world that she may or may not ever have been exposed to in the real
world, certainly things that she never consciously knew.  So it is not
_absolutely_ certain that her fantasy world doesn't exist, for real,
somewhere.

Of course, the fantasy aspect on which it's hardest to suspend disbelief is
in her "real" life.  Has anyone ever _really_ found a babysitter quite like
hers?  My wife and I both boggled a bit over that...  :-)

Lee Derbenwick
AT&T Bell Laboratories
Warren, NJ
lfd@cbnewsm.ATT.COM
<wherever>!att!cbnewsm!lfd

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 23:50:01 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: YOUNG BLEYS (spoilers)

coolidge@speaker.sgi.com (Don Coolidge) writes:
>I just finished it, too, and am similarly impressed. This is a series
>without a whole lot of action, heavy on motivation and personal growth,
>with lots of exposition. However, unlike Asimov's Foundation series, which
>is also heavy on exposition and short on action, this series continues to
>grab my attention and just won't let go.

It's also an awfully frustrating book.  Several times now Gordy has turned
away from "Childe", the ultimate book in the series ("The Childe Cycle")
because he felt a need to further explain some part of the background.
"The Chantry Guild" was one of those, as is "Young Bleys".  More comments
below after the spoiler warning.

>I also this week read an earlier (unrelated) Dickson, _Wolfling_ from
>1968/69.  I'm afraid that it's not much like any of the Childe Cycle; it's
>really just a bit of trash . . . [[specifics deleted]]

Re-issues help pay the bills, you know?  I would not be surprised to hear
that this one came out to capitalize on similarity of the title to his
recent release "Wolf and Iron".

>So, I wonder if Dickson is a very short person? (I suppose he could also
>be a very tall person, but then we'd be dealing with narcissism instead of
>envy :^)

He's 5'11", size 42 jacket.

>And what is his opinion of Manute Bol?

I doubt he knows who Bol is.  Not a sports fan at all.

And now the SPOILER stuff for those who've not read "Young Bleys":

Going in I did not expect to like this book.  Getting proven wrong was a
pleasant surprise.  The biggest problem is that it simply stops.  No real
surprise, as Gordy's said it's the first half of the story.  So at some
unknown date we can expect to see the rest of it, winding up roughly where
"Final Encyclopaedia" stopped.  From there the two stories merge and we
have "Childe".  So expect at least two more, folks.

FE and YB make take on more meaning when considered with the opening of the
cycle, "Dorsai!/Necromancer" (originally supposed to be one book.  Thus
sayeth Dickson).  Donal Graeme/Hal Mayne/Paul Formain (you *do* realize
they're all the same character, right?  I told you there were spoilers...)
has consistently faced the same type of opposition, seen as Kirk Tyne from
"Necromancer", whatshisname from "Dorsai!" and now Bleys Ahrens.  Donal is
the force for growth with risk, the other the push for status quo and
safety.

Worth the read if you're a Childe cycle fan, but folks new to Dickson would
be better off working thru the parts already published in paperback.  Off
the top of the head, I think the novels are:

  Necromancer
  Tactics Of Mistake
  Soldier, Ask Not
  Dorsai!
  Lost Dorsai *
  The Spirit of Dorsai *
  Chantry Guild
  The Final Encyclopaedia
  Young Bleys
  The Dorsai Companion *

The ones with stars are those I consider "illuminations" (Gordy's word),
which are within but not central to the Cycle.  Some of the real short
pieces about the Dorsai are definately worth tracking down.

The main thesis of the Cycle is that humanity as a race is in the midst of
an evolutionary change.  It started in the middle ages.  Now (1991) is
roughly the middle of that change, and it will culminate in the events of
the Childe cycle.  The Cycle itself was originally supposed to be 18
*large* books, placed in 3 series of 6, one a series of six historical
novels, one a series of modern-day novels, and the 6 (now more) sf novels.
Between the limitations of the SF market and the need to survive, that
structure has changed a lot.  Gordy'd still love to write those
historicals, but encroaching age has him more concerned with just getting
the last third done.  He's mentioned John Hawkwood as a definite character
and Francis Bacon as a possible.

I got most of this from the horse's mouth, but must admit a lot was
filtered thru beer and music.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 15:45:07 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re: YOUNG BLEYS (Dorsai Novels)

One question:  How does this compare with Final Encyclopedia?

I read all of the Childe Cycle books up to and including FE.  When FE came
out I was incredibly anxious to read it, yet I thought it was crap.  I
liked the beginning, but then I thought it got terribly boring.  I couldn't
stand it.  What I want to know, is if Dickson has gone back to his old ways
and given us a great book or not.

Weather Young Bleys is any good or not, I do recommend the other books in
the series.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 23:40:21 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Post-holocaust

re4@prism.gatech.EDU (RUSSELL EARNEST) writes:
>I am aproaching the half-way point in Gwyneth Jones' _Divine_Endurance_.

[Stuff deleted]

>Who else has read this? Tell us what you think but no spoilers - I have
>not yet begun to figure this thing out yet.

I read it about a year and a half ago, and loved it.  I found it somewhat
hard going because she makes you work very hard just figuring out what's
going on physically at any given moment.  I'm going to have to reread it
because I seem to retain only general impressions of it now.

She has another novel called _Escape Routes_, which as far as I know has
come out in Britain and not the US.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 19:07:58 GMT
From: 8718288@ul.ie (the person in the attic...)
Subject: _The Deverry Saga_... *Help*!!

This is something that's been driving me up the walls and round the twist 
for quite a while now, so having finally got posting privs for news, I 
thought I'd throw it at the net and see if any of you guys can help me.  
So, here goes:

About a year ago now, I bought the first book of Katharine Kerr's _Deverry
Saga_ - _Daggerspell_, and loved it.  So I bought the next two, _Darkspell_
and _Dawnspell_.  So far, so good, no problems.

This is the problem: last summer, the final (as far as I know, anyway)
book, _Dragonspell_, was available in trade paperback.  Not being a
millionaire, I waited for the normal paperback edition.  I'm *still*
waiting.  In the meantime, Ms. Kerr has brought out a completely unrelated
sf novel (which I've forgotten the name of).

So, does anybody know what the story is?  Is _Dragonspell_ out in normal
paperback?  (At this stage, the trade paperback has disappeared too!)  And
if so, why is it not available anywhere?  And if not, when will it be?
Does anyone even know what I'm talking about??

*Please*, somebody help!  _Dawnspell_ ends on a real cliffhanger and I'm
biting my nails to the quick wondering what happens!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 15:33:23 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: _the deverry saga_... *help*!!

> About a year ago now, I bought the first book of Katharine Kerr's
> _Deverry Saga_, _Daggerspell_, and loved it.  So I bought the next two,
> _Darkspell_ and _Dawnspell_.  So far, so good, no problems.
>
> This is the problem: last summer, the final (as far as I know, anyway)
> book, _Dragonspell_, was available in trade paperback.

In the US, the Deverry books are finished and all published in normal
paperback, with *four* books in the series. The US titles are
_Daggerspell_, _Darkspell_, _The Bristling Wood_, and _The Dragon
Revenant_.

Apparently (and I've heard elsewhere) that last two titles are different
outside the US, but I don't know whether _Dragonspell_ corresponds to the
third or fourth.  Try writing to the US publisher, which I'll post as soon
as I get to my bookshelf.

And Kerr is writing a second Deverry series, set about forty years after
the (main time period of the) first. First US title is _The Time of the
Exiles_, unless I misremembered it.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 22:14:37 GMT
From: jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Paul Park

I said:
>One not-gripe, just comment: 
>Sugar Rain retro-fits a world-climate-change-cycle similar to that of
>Brian Aldiss's long-and-boring trilogy who's name I'm blocked on.  (It was
>Heliconia.)
>
>I don't recall this change being projected in Soldiers of Paradise at all.
>I don't mind, in fact I think its neat how Park takes the idea and gives
>it a spin that fits right into his world; on the other hand, Soldiers was
>pretty much set in a composite Asian country on Earth, while this new
>climatography puts it in a composite Asian country on a different planet
>(which still feels suspiciously like Earth), but SR is still clearly a
>sequel to SoP (same characters, same world except for the weather).

djh@siesoft.co.uk (Duncan Head) writes:
>I don't think this is entirely fair; it is clear from SoP that the length
>of the year on the planet in question is vastly longer than the
>inhabitants' life-span; the drastic effects of the change from one season
>to another are implicit then, but never spelt out. They become clearer in
>SR largely because it takes place at the transition from winter to spring.
>I felt this was a steady unfolding of the nature of that world, not a
>change from one book to the next.

I stand corrected (someone else pointed it out also).  I just got such a
strong feeling of the 1st book taking place in an allegorical version of
downtown Jakarta, with an Indian caste system resolutely grafted on, that I
missed all references to the extraordinary orbital cycle.

In SoP, the Starbridge party line of "individuals may try whatever they
may, but the Starbridges will always rule because it is ordained that way,
and the people will support this because they secretly treasure stability"
completely permeates the described society and lends a profound feeling of
fatalism to all the events of the novel.

The upheavals of Sugar Rain are claimed by various revolutionary parties
and the general public to be as pre-ordained as the climactic change, but
they surprised me.  It's still fatalism, but from the other side.

Certain high-ranking Starbridges retained, but didn't share, knowledge of
similar upheavals in previous eras, but the general public seems to have
part of that knowledge anyway; references are made to "this always happens
in the spring..."  Nevertheless, no one seems ready to use it to stave off
or hasten the possibility of change.

The "antinomials" in SoP and SR are just another tribe of humans with so
radically different a culture that they truly don't seem human to the main
crowd, which I think is a much better and more workable idea than Aldiss's
sub-intelligent "different animals in human form" who are mainly used for
exotic color.  The fact that the antinomials were not too bright in any
season was one of the details of Heliconia I found most annoying.

(In general, I find stories where drastically alien-from-each-other but
equivalent cultures have to co-exist more interesting than stories like
Heliconia, where characters defined as humanoid animals have the advantage
only because they can grow shaggier coats in winter, or like Downbelow
Station, where an indigenous not-too-bright race is thrown in to play the
role of endangered-species/pawn.  I'm not saying worlds wouldn't happen
that way, just that it isn't very interesting.

It smacks of racism when these morons have human shape; what's the purpose?
Why not a group of non-humanoids with "sub-human" intelligence, if it's
necessary to the plot?)

The basic frames of Aldiss's Heliconia and Park's world are working out to
be identical, but the flavor of the 2 worlds is strikingly different.  I
like Park's description-intense atmosphere much better than Aldiss's
studied ennui, so I hope Aldiss doesn't sue on a "look-and-feel" claim.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 11:02:49 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: Basement Full of Books 5.0

An update of the Basement Full of Books list (books by mail from their
authors) is available on request.
 
The update includes a graphic novel by Harlan Ellison.
 
Vonda N. McIntyre
mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 18:53:39 GMT
From: sphaak@vela.acs.oakland.edu (sphaak)
Subject: help with short story: title, author.

Ten to fifteen years ago, I read a beautiful little short story which had a
big impact on me then and which I have been unable to forget.  But I have
forgotten the author and title!  PLEASE HELP.  Plot summary follows:

The story begins in the house of a marrried couple who are entertaining
some friends.  There is a huge water tank (like a big aquarium) in one
room. The guests are gawking at the humanoid creature swimming within.  The
woman who lives there (who is the main character) has just given birth to
the creature.  It is a "water baby(?)".  She volunteered to be impregnated
and to give birth to it, for money.  It is a genetically altered HUMAN
which is still warm- blooded and air breathing, of course, but which, like
dolphins, can stay sub- merged in shallow water for ? a half hour at a
time.  Their purpose is to work in coastal, aquatic farms - kelp farms or
whatever.  One of the female guests is disdainful, saying she would never
have done anything like that for money.  But the woman who gave birth to it
has become emotionally and maternally attached to it.  It is her child
(though not genetically), and she gave birth to it.  BUT SHE SIGNED A
CONTRACT.  So one day, when she is at work, the folks who arranged the
whole deal (put the tank in her house, etc.) come into her house and remove
the baby.  The only other part of the story I remember is that she is on a
ferry, looks down into the water where one of the aquatic farms is, and
starts to climb over the railing to be with her baby (obviously not
thinking rationally).  Another woman, a psychologist (employed by the
aquafarming company), who has been secretly following her, stops her in
time and then talks her into acceptance of the situation.  I can't remember
if these genetically altered humans worked with dolphins or not.  I read
this story a long time before I ever heard anything about surrogate child
custody cases.  I would really like to know the author and name of the
story. I have been looking for it, and trying to remember it for years now.
Please help.

Ross Starkey

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 11:34:24 GMT
From: rquazi@engws7.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: 2000 A.D.

   This request for information will probably be known to readers in the
U.K. and a few countries in the Commonwealth. Up till the mid 1980's I used
to sometimes read a fantastic British sc-fi/fantasy weekly comic book
called 2000 A.D. Is this still around, i.e. in publication?? If so, where
might a subscription be available from for people in the U.S.

   Any information would be appreciated.

   Thanks.

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 08:24:02 GMT
From: jtice@lester.uvic.ca (Jason W. Tice)
Subject: Looking for short story:  "Dr. Island"

Help!  I'm trying to find any book of anthologies that has the story, "Dr.
Island"

I don't know whp the author was, and I don't know where I first read it.
There are three people ( the main characters is a young boy whose corpus
callosum (sp?) [the section between the two hemispheres of the brain] was
severed) on what appears to be an island.  Each one of them is "serviced"
by a doctor, which is really a self-contained biosphere.

If this rings a bell with *ANYONE*, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE send me mail as
to what anthology to look for.  I collect SF & F short-story anthologies,
but I don't have this story anymore.

Jason W. Tice
jtice@lester.uvic.ca
jason@softwords.bc.ca

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Conventions (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 09:03:31 GMT
From: mrs@netcom.com (Morgan Schweers)
Subject: Re: I-Con X info

Greetings,
    As a general thing, I-CON's are *FUN*.  There is programming for
*EVERY* kind of person.  The science track is usually VERY impressive, the
Anime track is always going as long as the convention is open.  There are
some really great movies shown, their dealers-areas are BIG.  Their SF
track is obviously a major attraction.

    If you are interested in almost any section of SF, Fantasy, Horror,
Anime, Hard Science, Movies, etc. then this is probably *THE* convention in
the NY area (and possibly the east coast) to hit.
 
    The last years ICON claimed over 4000 people.  I believe that's
substantially above the largest other NY convention, and possibly the
largest on the east coast.  (Feel free to correct me if I'm wrong anyone!)
This year, as their tenth anniversary 'bash' they are going all out and
getting *EVERYONE* they can from their previous ICON's.  The WEIRD part is
that tickets are incredibly cheap in comparison to similarly sized
conventions.

    Give them a call, or write to them to get more information.
(Convention information
 Box 550
 Stonybrook, NY  11790)

    It's a fun trip!  (In many senses of the word!)  <Grin>
 
Morgan Schweers

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 15:33:42 GMT
From: cal@fang.att.com (Charles A. Licata)
Subject: OASIS 4, Orlando, FL (Corrections and Updates)

These corrections and updates are to be added to my original posting.
These were provided by Kimiye Tipton (Member of the OASIS 4 Programming
Committee):
  
				  OASIS 4

Location: Gold Key Inn, 7100 South Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, Florida

 The road is also known as S.R. 441.  S.R. 441 and 17-92 are the same 
 road at that point.

Fan Guest of Honor 
   Bill Roper, filker from the midwest, has been confirmed, and will be
   invited to give a filking concert sometime during the con.
 
Added to the events is a Sunday night PIZZA AND PUNDITS party.  OASIS will
be sponsoring an awful pun contest during the con, with donated prizes for
the best to be decided by a group of incurable punsters from the guest
list.  Free pizza - arrive early.

Also, any suggestions for programming that arrive in the next three weeks
would be greatly appreciated, I'm tired of making this up as I go along.

If you missed the original posting I will be glad to mail it to you, but
you must mail your request directly to me (cal@fang.ATT.COM).
 
Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 91 23:38:32 GMT
From: jjmhome!magicon@m2c.m2c.org (MagiCon Press Relations)
Subject: MagiCon Press Release

			For Immediate Distribution

  MagiCon          PO Box 621992         Orlando, FL 32862-1992  USA 
  The Fiftieth World Science Fiction Convention

  March 21, 1991

  Membership Statistics

  As of February 28, 1991, MagiCon had a total of 2,835 members. MagiCon
  had 2,483 attending memberships, 244 supporting memberships, and 96
  children's memberships. MagiCon has issued 8 guest memberships, and 4
  kids-in-tow memberships.

  Progress Report 3

  MagiCon is publishing Progress Report 3 this spring, and will mail it to
  all attending and supporting members.

  New Appointments

  MagiCon has made the following appointments:

       Events         Division APA                  Todd Dashoff
                      Administrative Assistant      Davey Snyder
                      Stage Manager                 Anita Raj
                      House Manager                 Greg Thokar
                      Feather Ceremony              Seth Briedbart
       Exhibits       Assistant Division Head       Jim Mann
       Facilities     Convention Center Liaison     Don Eastlake, III
       Publicity      Press Relations Assistant     Richard Brandt
       Services       Division Head                 Theresa Renner

  MagiCon has also appointed Justin Ackroyd to be the Australian agent. His
  address is: GPO 2780X, Melbourne, Victoria 3001, AUSTRALIA. 

  Calling MagiCon

  MagiCon has a phone number: 407-859-8421. There's an answering machine
  attached to it, so you can leave MagiCon a message.

  Please forward this to other networks.  E-mail to magicon@jjmhome

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 91 07:41:36 GMT
From: ap429@cleveland.freenet.edu (Jerome Grimmer)
Subject: Marcon 26 Upcoming SF convention

The following is a shortened version of a flyer I received from a friend.  

Announcing...

				 Marcon 26
April 26-28, 1991 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Columbus, Ohio.  

Featuring:
     Lois McMaster Bujold, a Columbus native, started her career with
_Shards of Honor_ in 1986. She's since won 2 Hugos and 1 Nebula, and her
eighth book is scheduled to run as a 4-part series in _Analog_ starting
7/91.  It's been tentatively titled _Barrayar_ and is a direct sequel to
_Shards._
     C. J. Cherryh, a 3-time Hugo and Campbell award winning author, Ms.
Cherryh is a prolific writer and teacher of classical languages.  Among her
best-known works are the _Chanur_ series and _Downbelow Station_, the '82
Hugo winner for best novel.

Marcon 26 is also proud to announce: 
   Melinda Snodgrass, formerly Executive Script Consultant on ST:TNG, will
   be at Marcon 26 this year.  She has written for the _Wild Card_ series.

   Rowena: Rowena's artwork has graced some of the finest book covers in
   the SF world.
                                                                       
   Lee Weeks, the artist of Marvel Comics _Daredevil_ will be at Marcon 26.
   Juanita Coulson will be Marcon's Filk Guest of Honor.

   Michael "Moonwulf" Longcor, known for his filking and SCA activities, as
   well as his excellent wit, will be the Toastmaster.
   
   Dick Spelman will be the Fan Guest of Honor.   

Starfleet Regional conference: Marcon is pleased to announce that our 1991
con has been chosen as the site of the 1991 Starfleet Region I Conference.
For tho se of you who might not know, Starfleet is an international
organization of ST fans, with 5000 members world-wide and nearly 100
chapters.  Chapters from as far away as So. Carolina belong to Region I,
and members will be converging on Marcon for their annual event.  So if you
see a proliferation of ST movie uniforms, don't be alarmed, it's just
Starfleet, and they'll be happy to tell you more about the organization!

Programming: Marcon will have panels, speakers, and workshops on topics
ranging from SF today to costuming and modeling.  The programming schedule
is packed from Fri. nite to Sun.

Children's programming: The chance for the grownups to do things they want
to do instead of adhering more strictly to junior's schedule.  Very young
children should be accompanied by an adult.

Babysitting: Just the chance for the grownups to get away (again).
Babysittin will be provided for the duration of the Con, but you need to
register early for a spot in the babysitting room as spaces are limited in
order to provide the best care possible.  This is a different dept. from
Childrens programming.  For more info call the Marcon Hotline at (614)
2MARCON.

Gaming: Marcon 26 needs gamemasters to submit events.  Run 2 events and get
your registration fees reimbursed.  Scheduled events will run during
daylight and evening hours, open gaming all night.  If you want to run an
event, type up what you'd like to run and send it to the Marcon PO box.
Include your name, title of event, rule system, complexity level of game,
experience level of players, space required, and approx. run time (to
nearest 2 hrs).

Art show: Art show features Rowena.  Also look for David Cherryh, Alan
Gutierrez, and others.

Dealer's Room:88 tables in the room, 88 tables sold!  Same room as last
year, many returning dealers featuring a large variety of fantasy and SF
paraphernalia.

Room parties!: Alcohol allowed as long as you buy it from the hotel
(legalitie s and liabilities involved).  Food brought in from outside OK.
Prices for alcohol reduced if ordered ahead of time.  Call the hotline if
you have questio ns on this policy.

Costume Contest: categories this year are SF, Original Fantasy, Humorous,
Rec- reation, ST:Classic, ST:TNG, Childrens, and Third World.  Registration
held Sat. Afternoon and Contest held Sat. Night.  Trophies awarded.
Entries encour- aged to bring prerecorded audio cassettes with a 5-sec.
lead for narrations & music, entries limited to 2 minutes.

Masquerade Ball: After the costume contest, stick around for dancing!  This
year 's theme is 1001 Arabian Nights.  Even a contest for best Oriental
dancer!  The DJ is supposed to be something special; he'll be playing CDs
and tapes and guarantees no jumping records!

Video: Video fest. this year entitled "Images of Future Past"; a
retrospective of old TV shows you may or may not recall (Ex: Bewitched,
Alf, the Misfits of Science, Super Spies, the Man from U.N.C.L.E., others
too numerous to list).  Also fun stuff from Sat. Night Live, Wonder Years,
and cartoons, as well as music videos.  Go on round the clock.  Look for
the main room for the best in SF celluloid.

Japanimation: Continuous Japanimation at Marcon 26! (Note: Japanimation is
Japanese Animation, for those of you who are uninitiated.  Some of it is
for kids, others are, IMHO, X-rated.)  As of this writing they're looking
forward to Patlabor, Godzilla '90, Five Star Stories, Dirty Pair, Akira,
and more.  Japanimation program guide will contain a synopsis of everything
you'll see, so you can schedule your time better.

Filk!: More filksinging!  Juanita Coulson is Filk Guest of Honor.  For the
uninitiated, filksinging is like folksinging, but with an SF bend.

Con suite & Fan Lounge available.  Con suite has pop and juice around
the clock, beer, wine, and mixed drinks schedule posted.  Main room will be
non-smoking, smoking lounge available for smokers.  Fan lounge is on Con
floor and you can kick back and relax while you recharge.

Charity Raffle: Marcon charity raffle benefits the Columbus Zoo.  You'll
receive the tickets with your registration materials, and more will be
available at the con.

Gophering: You can go behind the scenes.  It's a lot of work but you get
your membership fee reimbursed.  For more info, call Tom at (216) 364-5441
or the hotline at (614) 2MARCON.  You can also stop by the gopher hole at
the con.

Don't Forget the Parking!!! Nationwide Garage has graciously consented to a
flat weekend rate for Marcon attendees.  Covered walkway extends over High
St.  and connects the garage to the Hyatt and the Ohio Center.  Flat rate
covers unlimited in and out for the entire weekend.

Hyatt Regency Reservations
   350 N. High St. Columbus, OH 43215 (614) 463-1234 We look forward to
your upcoming visit to Columbus.  The Hyatt Regency Columbus is located in
the heart of downtown Columbus, connected to the Ohio Center complex and
mall.  Join us at the Peppercorn Duck Club for international cuisine or the
Glass Garden restaurant for casual all-day dining.  Visit the Galleria
Lounge featuring live entertainment and dancing nightly, or relax in the
indoor swimming pool and whirlpool.

The Hyatt Regency Columbus regrets that it cannot hold your reservation
after 6:00 pm on the day of arrival without guaranteeing the reservation.

For more Information, phone the Marcon Hotline at (614) 2MARCON
(614/262-7266)

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 91 03:06:49 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Lunacon 91 Con Report Available

My Luancon 91 con report is available on request.  (It runs 726 lines, but
then I was there only on Saturday.)  Send e-mail if you want a copy; also
let me know if I should add you to my regular con report mailing list.

Coming next: Chicon con report.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908-957-2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 91 22:12:40 GMT
From: maschler@vms.huji.ac.il (MICHAEL MASCHLER)
Subject: science fact fiction and fantasy con.

Any info about the above subject would be very useful.  All I know is that
it is going to take place at StoneyBrook U between 19th and 21st of April.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 08:08:24 GMT
From: mcmahon@tgv.com (John McMahon)
Subject: ConFrancisco (Worldcon in '93) Announcement

Confrancisco Bulletin                             April 4th, 1991

                New Electronic Mail Addresses for Confrancisco

Due to technical problems, Confrancisco has closed the Electronic Mail
addresses advertised in earlier flyers and in Progress Report #1.  From now
on, the following addresses are valid:

Internet:			Confrancisco@TGV.COM

NSI-DECnet (NASA SPAN) &
ESnet-DECnet (DoE HEPNET):	KAOS::CONFRANCISCO (24761::CONFRANCISCO)

CompuServe:			72377,3623

UUCP-Based Networks:		{internet gateway}!TGV.COM!CONFRANCISCO

Other advertised E-mail addresses on CompuServe and on WELL.SF.CA.US are no
longer valid.  If you have tried to contact Confrancisco using these
addresses and have not received a reply, please resend your mail message to
one of the new addresses.

Please direct all questions and comments to Confrancisco@TGV.COM.

Approved - Kevin Standlee (Confrancisco Executive Committee)
           E-Mail: 72377.3623@COMPUSERVE.COM

John McMahon
TGV, Incorporated 
603 Mission Street
Santa Cruz, California 95060
408-427-4366 or 800-TGV-3440
MCMAHON@TGV.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 04:39:13 GMT
From: Edward_Lee_Whiteside@cup.portal.com
Subject: Gallifrey One II: The Sequel (Latest Info)

For those of you already going to Gallifrey One II: The Sequel, there is
some new info that will be coming to you in the mail soon.  For those of
you not going (yet), check out the guest list!

    G A L L I F R E Y   O N E   II  :  T H E   S E Q U E L
    The Los Angeles Doctor Who & SF Media Convention

CONFIRMED GUESTS:

  Sylvester McCoy - The seventh "Doctor Who"
  Deborah Watling - "Victoria Waterfield" from the Patrick Troughton
     "Doctor Who" episodes
  John Levene - "Sergeant Benton" from the 1970's "Doctor Who" episodes
  Richard Franklin - "Captain Mike Yates" from the 70's "Doctor Who" shows
  Barbara Hambly - Fantasy novelist, whose credits range from "Those Who
     Hunt The Night" to Star Trek novels "Ishmael" and "Ghostwalker", B&B
     novel "Masques" and many other fantasy works
  Larry Niven - Creator of the Ringworld saga and writer of many other SF
     novels including "Tales of Known Space," "Footfall," "Oath of Fealty"
  Garfield & Judith Reeves-Stevens - SF and horror novelists whose works
     include the new "Chronicles of Galen Sword" series, Star Trek books
     "Memory Prime" and "Prime Directive" and the horror novel "Slyde"
  John Vornholt - ST:TNG novelist, "Contamination" and "Masks"
  Jonathan Post - SF writer and poet
  Eric Hoffman - Fan Guest of Honor, celebrated "Doctor Who" historian
  Larry Stewart - Toastmaster, renowned artist and impersonator

Other Invited Guests:

  Pip and Jane Baker - Who television writers, creators of the Rani
  Gerry Davis - Creator of Doctor Who's Cybermen

(earlier guests, Colin Baker and Nicholas Courtney, both had to cancel due
to new work in Britain; both have been signed to plays)

Events:

  Dealer's Room, Art Show, Exhibits Room, Video & Film Room
  Panels, Autograph Sessions, Workshops
  Friday Masquerade, Ice Cream Social and Dance
  Saturday Banquet and Cabaret

Location: May 3-5, 1991, at the Pasadena Hilton Hotel, Pasadena, California

GALLIFREY ONE: THE SEQUEL is co-sponsored by Gallifrey Conventions, KCET
Television and the Southern California Institute for Fan Interests, Inc.
(SCIFI), with assistance from the Time Meddlers of Los Angeles and the
Friends of Doctor Who, the BBC's official "Doctor Who" fan club in America.

Write To:
    P.O. Box 712188, Los Angeles, CA  90071
Or Call:
    (213) 841-2544

...and next year, "Gallifrey One In 3-D (Gallifrey Three)", March 13-15,
1992 at the Pasadena Hilton Hotel, Pasadena, CA.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Kurtz & Moorcock (11 msgs) &
                           Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 22:34:04 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Subject: Kelson Haldane's Viking Ancestry?

According to T. A. Shippey, the Latin name Haldanus = OE Healfdene
(Half-dane) ("The Ironic Background," _Interpretations of Beowulf_, ed. R.
D. Fulk [Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1991], p. 195).  Does this mean that the
royal house of Katherine Kurtz's Gwynedd, the Haldanes, descends from some
analogue of Viking stock?  Does anyone know whether she's taken her
floorplan back that far?

Liz Broadwell
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 15:44:18 GMT
From: csf194@uk.ac.cov.cck (Ian Haxell)
Subject: Michael Moorcock.

Has anyone got a clue as to what order his books should be read in? Elric,
Corum, Erekose, Dancers at the End of time, the Jerry Cornelius stuff. I
haven't got a clue which to read first and last, as there seems to be a lot
of interdependence. Anyone care to enlighten me?

csf194%cck.cov.ac.uk@nsfnet*relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 21:16:54 GMT
From: dlw@kite.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

csf194@uk.ac.cov.cck (Ian Haxell) writes:
> Has anyone got a clue as to what order his books should be read in?
> Elric, Corum, Erekose, Dancers at the End of time, the Jerry Cornelius
> stuff. I haven't got a clue which to read first and last, as there seems
> to be a lot of interdependence. Anyone care to enlighten me?

  I asked Michael about this once, he has relatives here in Houston and I
got to meet him. Anyway, there's no real order to read them.  He plays
around with the character's time lines too much.  Two characters may meet
at the beginning of the Elric books were one knows things that have/will
happen to the other and then they meet again at the end of the series and
have the situtation reversed. The order that I read them was:

   Elric, Erekose, Hawkmoon, Courm/1st trilogy, Count Brass, Courm/2nd
trilogy

   With several one/two shot books in between.  Hope this helps you enjoy
the books.  I like his stories and he and his wife are wonderful people.
Lots of interesting/funny stories.

dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 01:28:56 GMT
From: pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Paul S Shannon)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

csf194@uk.ac.cov.cck (Ian Haxell) writes:
>Has anyone got a clue as to what order his books should be read in? Elric,
>Corum, Erekose, Dancers at the End of time, the Jerry Cornelias stuff. I
>haven't got a clue which to read first and last, as there seems to be a
>lot of interdependence. Anyone care to enlighten me?

Well, I started with Elric, went to Corum then Hawkmoon, and then Erekose.
At last, Dancers.

I think you should do Elric first, if only because he wrote the later Elric
stories later (the first book is one of the last ones he wrote, and I think
the best; his style has matured).  I don't think the order matters that
much, except you should read Hawkmoon last.  The first series (the
Runestaff) is fairly straightforward, without much reference to the
Champion Eternal.  The last Hawkmoon trilogy (I think it's called the
Castle Brass series), in particular the last book, the Quest for Tanelorn,
should be read last, since in a way it ties the entire cycle together.

Of course, there's also the sort of connected but not quite books.  Dancers
at the End of Time is one such, so is Cornelius and Oswald Bastable.  All
are sort of fun.

Have fun.

Cheng-Jih Chen

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 00:49:39 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

Is there a chronological order to Moorcock's fantasy, specifically the
Eternal Champion series?

Going by the texts, it seems as if the Erekose stories are conceived of
first, as he is mentioned all the way through the Eternal Champion books,
while heroes such as Konrad Arflame, and Urlik Whatshislastname are only
mentioned later. The other heroes do not seem to fit nicely in a particular
order, nor does it matter, as most of Moorcock's stuff in the US has been
sufficiently rewritten as to refer both backwards and forwards, though (as
i said above) they all seem to refer to Erekose.

The Cornelius stuff seems to stand outside most of the rest of the Eternal
Champion, as Cornelius is not mentioned except in passing ("holding a
needle gun" etc) in the others. The Cornelius Chronicles, are, however,
some of the best, excepting Elric. They are also the most confusing, and
have about as much coherence as your average USEnet article.

Elric is (IMHO) the best of the series, as well as being the fullest.  Only
fair, since about 5 times as much amterial was written about him.  He,
along with Urlik Skarsol (or Whatshislastname) appear to be some of the
more "powerful" heroes, but only Elrc actually decides the fate of a world.
(That isn't a spoiler for ANYONE here, I hope)

So, in the end, the advice is: read whatever you can get your hands on
first, THEN try to piece a consistent chronology together. They aren't any
spoilers in the books, and they all stand alone, excepting perhaps the
re-written Elric stuff.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 05:31:57 GMT
From: dlw@swift.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Paul S Shannon) writes:
>I think you should do Elric first, if only because he wrote the later
>Elric stories later (the first book is one of the last ones he wrote, and
>I think the best; his style has matured).  

Actually, _Elric of Melnibone_ was an early Moorcock book. The second book
The Salior on the Seas of Fate is the one writen later.  BTW, he has a new
Elric book due out soon, I don't remember when he plans on turning it over
to the publisher but it was nearing completion in Oct. of last year.

>I don't think the order matters that much, except you should read Hawkmoon
>last.  The first series (the Runestaff) is fairly straightforward, without
>much reference to the Champion Eternal.  The last Hawkmoon trilogy (I
>think it's called the Castle Brass series), in particular the last book,
>the Quest for Tanelorn, should be read last, since in a way it ties the
>entire cycle together.

If you really want an order, read _The Eternal Champion_ first and _The
Dragon in the Sword_ last, both are Erekose books.  They deal with the
beginning and ending respectively of the Champion cycle.  Read the others
in any order, though I agree you should save Casle Brass tell near the end.
IMO the Elric books are the ones to start with though, I enjoyed them more
than the Erekose books.

dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 03:57:00 GMT
From: mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu (Michael T Pins)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

My only advice would be to read "The Eternal Champion" first, as it starts
the whole mess, and "Quest For Tanelorn" last, as it ?ends? it.  Other than
that, take your pick.  You should probably read each "series" in order, and
make sure you read "Dancers" before "Elric at the End of Time" or you
probably won't understand it.  Oh, and be forwarned that the Cornelius
books are some of the oddest writing you'll ever come across.

Michael Pins
mtpins@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 12:24:30 GMT
From: arthurr@altair.crd.ge.com (Rick B Arthur)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

>If you really want an order, read _The Eternal Champion_ first and _The
>Dragon in the Sword_ last, both are Erekose books.  They deal with the
>beginning and ending respectively of the Champion cycle.  Read the others
>in any order, though I agree you should save Casle Brass tell near the
>end.  IMO the Elric books are the ones to start with

Actually, as I see it, _The Dragon in the Sword_ directly precedes the
Elric series.  Without giving any spoilers, the state of the Sword at the
end of the former seems to correspond to the state of the same in the Elric
series - anyone else see this?

mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu (Michael T Pins) writes:
>My only advice would be to read "The Eternal Champion" first, as it starts
>the whole mess, and "Quest For Tanelorn" last, as it ?ends? it.  Other
>than that, take your pick.  You should probably read each "series" in
>order, and make sure you read "Dancers" before "Elric at the End of Time"
>or you probably won't understand it.

Yes, _Quest For Tanelorn_ is absolutely the last that should be read so far
as Elric, Corum, Hawkmoon, and Erekose go.  Dancers, Von Bek, etc, pretty
much stand free of that ending.  It's kind of neat to read _Elric at the
End of Time_ after Dancers and Elric.  Sheds some interesting light on
Arioch.

Rick Arthur
arthurr@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 15:10:44 GMT
From: dlw@kite.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

This may be a SPOILER if you haven't read _The Dragon in the Sword_ so skip
if you want.

arthurr@altair.crd.ge.com (Rick B Arthur) writes: 
> Actually, as I see it, _The Dragon in the Sword_ directly precedes the
> Elric series.  Without giving any spoilers, the state of the Sword at the
> end of the former seems to correspond to the state of the same in the
> Elric series - anyone else see this?

Since the series begins with John Draker getting a bum deal in the destiny
department in _The Eternal Champion_ and being released in _The Dragon and
the Sword_, I think those could be considered to be the first and last
books of the Champion series.  I don't think this is just the end for
Draker as the "powers" that be at the end of "Dragon" state that the
"Eternal Champion" will be granted a release if he is successful. Just my
opinion on the subject.

dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 14:37:33 GMT
From: csh019@uk.ac.cov.cck (CR PULLAR)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

   Even though Moorcock's fantasy romances have connections between them
they can be read independently of each other.  His fantasy romances such as
the Elric novels, the Hawkmoon books etc. do follow a chronological order
(in the case of Hawkmoon this was planned, with Elric it was largely
constructed after the early short stories featuring the Doomed Prince had
been written.)  With his other books such as the Jerry Cornelius tetralogy
the sequence in which the books are read is unimportant as the books are
written in a highly discontinuous, non-linear manner and deliberately play
around with narrative conventions.  The later books in the tetralogy refer
to events in the earlier books but restructure those events into a new
order producing new meanings.  All this may sound a bit daunting but they
are quite easy to get into if a bit confusing in places.  The most
conventionally written of the Cornelius novels is the first one to be
published, The Final Programme, and so it would probably be the best place
to start, though the last two books, The English Assassin and The Condition
of Muzak, are in my opinion the best.
   Moorcock's books abound with references to his other works and if you
are familiar with them then these references will have added significance.
But it is not really necessary to read his entire oeuvre to understand one
work.  An example would be the Chronicles of the Von Bek family, THE WAR
HOUND AND THE WORLD'S PAIN and THE CITY IN THE AUTUMN STARS.  These two
books are linked by the fact that the protagonist of the latter is the
direct descendant of the central character of the former.  They also share
certain thematic elements (but then that could be said of all of Moorcock's
writing).  Understanding or enjoying either of them doesn't depend on
having read the other but having read both with enhance your enjoyment.

   Anyway, I hope this has been of some help.

Raymond Pullar

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 21:36:06 GMT
From: ses3@quads.uchicago.edu (Steven Schwartz)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

  A good friend of mine suggested that the actual beginning of the Eternal
Champions series may occur not in The Eternal Champion but in War Hound and
the World's Pain, in which Ulrich Von Bek, who is clearly an Eternal
Champion, dedicates his soul neither to Heaven nor Hell, but to humanity.

Steven Schwartz
ses3@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 23:56:38 GMT
From: dlw@swift.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>You're forgetting about _The Dreaming City_ which covers Elric's life as
>ruler of Melnibone, and his quest for the black sword, Stormbringer.  This
>was written later than the other Elric books, and is one of the best.  It
>leaves off where _Elric of Melnibone_ begins.

Actually, _Elric of Melnibone_ and _The Dreaming City_ are the same book.
When the Elric books, and many other Moorcock books, were first brought
over from England, they were renamed and edited without Moorcock's
permission.  This was done by Lancer Books in 1972.  It was later
republished in the states with the correct title and original text.

My sources are two, first the copyright page of _Elric of Melnibone_ says :

   "A version of this novel, re-edited without the author's permission, was
   published under the title of _The Dreaming City_ by Lancer Books in
   1972. This choice of title was also not the author's. This text follows
   that of the British edition published in 1972 by Hutchinson & Co., Ltd."

The second source is Moorcock. Anyone who has talked with him soon learns
that he was not in the least happy with what Lancer did with his novels.

dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 18:17:11 GMT
From: T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk (A. Moore)
Subject: Re: 2000 A.D.

rquazi@engws7.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi) writes:
>This request for information will probably be known to readers in the U.K.
>and a few countries in the Commonwealth. Up till the mid 1980's I used to
>sometimes read a fantastic British sc-fi/fantasy weekly comic book called
>2000 A.D. Is this still around ie. in publication?? If so, where might a
>subscription be available from for people in the U.S.

  Yes, it is still in publication. It's gone through a few re-vamps since
you last read it (it's now in full-colour and has a glossy cover) but many
of the old characters still feature. Most obvious is Judge Dredd, but Sam
Slade, Robo-Hunter, has recently returned and Nemesis and Deadlock (of the
ABC Warriors, - also returning soon) are currently appearing.

  As for subscriptions :- there IS a company which deals with overseas
subscriptions, but I can't remember the name off the top of my head (at a
guess I think it's Worldwide Subscriptions). Whether it is linked with
Fleetway, the publishers, or the Forbidden Planet comic-stores I also can't
remember. Sorry !  I hope someone can help you out with this. There have
been several requests such as yours to the comic itself and the name and
address has been given there so if no-one comes up with the answer in the
short term I could look through my back issues for you.

    Does anyone mind if I go a little beyond the original questions and
actually talk about the comic itself? Are most US comic fans aware of 2000
AD ? I've always wondered about this.  Is the weekly itself available in
direct-sale comic shops ? I suppose most of those who do know of it, do so
through the (generally badly coloured) Fleetway/Quality US reprints.

    If you don't know much about 2000 AD beyond Judge Dredd, then it may be
worth your while checking out some of the other 2000 AD stuff. They have
had working for them just about every British name that has made it in the
US.  (Alan Moore, Grant Morrisson, Peter Milligan, Simon Bisley, Alan
Grant, Jamie Delano, Brian Bolland, Dave Gibbons, Alan Davis ...) Nearly
all the British artists who've worked on Hellblazer have made their names
in 2000 AD (or on 'CRISIS' - part of the '2000 AD Comics Group').

  Anyway, Rishad, if you do manage to get a recent copy and find it to your
liking, you may like to check out a few other publications by either the
same company or 2000 AD writers/artists.

      Judge Dredd Megazine - all new material, no reprints.

      CRISIS - deals with politics and the like. Also a Fleetway comic, and
               has quite a few links with 2000 AD.

      TOXIC! - a new weekly comic created by current and ex-2000 AD
               writers, published by Apocalypse Comics.

  If you need any more queries, I hope I can help. Email me to get in
touch.

  Good luck.

Tony Moore
n049w@uk.ac.newcastle

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - 2000 A.D. (2 mgs) & Post-Holocaust SF (8 msgs) &
                 Request Answers (3 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 13:08:42 GMT
From: cse087@uk.ac.cov.cck (Steve Parker)
Subject: Re: 2000 A.D.

T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk (A. Moore) writes:
>Does anyone mind if I go a little beyond the original questions and
>actually talk about the comic itself?

Not at all, Ill even join in myself. :-) It's always struck me that there's
been very little about 2000AD on here.  All I can remember off hand was
someone asking about DR & Quinch about six months back!

>    If you don't know much about 2000 AD beyond Judge Dredd, then it may
>be worth your while checking out some of the other 2000 AD stuff. They
>have had working for them just about every British name that has made it
>in the US.  (Alan Moore, Grant Morrisson, Peter Milligan, Simon Bisley,
>Alan Grant, Jamie Delano, Brian Bolland, Dave Gibbons, Alan Davis ...)

Hmmmm, I'd say that the quality for the last six months or so has been at
it's lowest ebb for a long while.  But prior to that was (IMHO) one of the
best periods ever.  The Chopper story ("Soul on Fire"?) set at SuperSurf 11
was one of the more powerful things I've read recently, brilliant artwork
from John MacNeil (think that's the guys name, I always get him confused
though).  The Dave Gibbons/Will Simpson revamp of Rogue Trooper was very
impressive too, especially the artwork (again).  Why *did* they give it to
Michael Fleisher to continue with?  Actually, talk of Mr. Fleisher reminds
me of the other things he's done recently, the "Harlem Heroes" revamp, and
the godawful "Junker".  Some of the worst stuff I've *ever* read.

Anyway, things are picking up with the return of Nemesis (though it hasn't
really been all that stunning so far), and the return of "Robo Hunter" is
quite fun I suppose.  Enjoyed the Garth Ennis stuff on "Death Aid" in Dredd
too.

Wonder what Jim Baikie's "Skizz" Book Two will be like.  More importantly,
when will Grant Morrison and Steve Yeowell do some more of "Zenith"??
Actually, does anyone know if there are any plans for Pete Milligan to
carry on with Bad Company at any future time??

[Other 2000AD-esque stuff includes:]
> Judge Dredd Megazine - all new material, no reprints.

Good stuff for Dredd aficionados.  Another solo Chopper story (just
finished) in the early ones too.  "America" was a particular favourite of
mine.

>  TOXIC! - a new weekly comic created by current and ex-2000 AD writers,
>           published by Apocalypse Comics.

I've seen a couple of posts about this now.  It's ok I think, though a bit
variable.  "Marshall Law" stories are always welcome, "Accident Man" is
quite enjoyable, and "Bogie Man" is good too.  I haven't really got into
"MutoManiac" yet, and "The Driver" seems to be pretty pointless really.

Steve Parker
49 Seagrave Rd
Stoke, Coventry
cse087@uk.ac.cov.cck

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 15:33:47 GMT
From: cse426@uk.ac.cov.cck (Simon Anderson)
Subject: Re: 2000 A.D.

cse087@cck.cov.ac.uk (Steve Parker) writes:
>Hmmmm, I'd say that the quality for the last six months or so has been at
>it's lowest ebb for a long while.  But prior to that was (IMHO) one of the
>best periods ever.

2000AD seems to have started to run out of steam at about the time they
started to replace Judge Dredd (Getting old, etc). The old stories were
gradually replaced by "Paint it BLACK and tell 'em it's 'Art'" types, which
did nothing for the look of the comic, and those tacky 'Future Shocks' ,
cheap pulp that had mostly been done before, and better.

>Anyway, things are picking up with the return of Nemesis (though it hasn't
>really been all that stunning so far), and the return of "Robo Hunter" is
>quite fun I suppose.  Enjoyed the Garth Ennis stuff on "Death Aid" in
>Dredd too.

I haven't been reading it regularly for a while, so I missed most of "Death
Aid", but the Nemisis stuff looks like an improvement, unlike the Rogue
Trooper bits.

> "Marshall Law" stories are always welcome

You can not be serious ? Marshall Law is ok for a couple of stories and a
laugh, some of the parodies are even funny the first few times, but it
always seems to be the "Law get's the s**t beaten out of him, someone says
the word 'Hero', and he jumps back up and kills them" plot.

N.B. All my bit's are just IMHO, I can't speak for anyone else's.

Simon Anderson
cse426@uk.ac.cov.cck

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 06:59:07 GMT
From: mk3c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Melinda J. Klump)
Subject: postholocaust SF

I hate to harp, but I wanted to make sure in case:

Is anyone compiling a list from the suggestions about post holocaustal SF?
If not, I will.

Just wanted to make sure.

Michael J Pastor III

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 18:01:09 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: Post-holocaust novels

bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com writes:
>verseman@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL ("Amy N. Verseman") writes:
>>Another post-? book is The Road to Corlay, set basically in Great
>>Britain, by Richard Cowper.
>a point about RC. where does he live? (or where did he live when he wrote
>his books e.g. "Friends Come in Boxes" etc.)

I believe "Friends Come in Boxes" is by Michael Coney (a Canadian).

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 01:52:44 GMT
From: sphaak@vela.acs.oakland.edu (sphaak)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

No one has mentioned one of my favorite books, 

THE BIRTH OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANTARCTICA,

by John Calvin Batchelor!  It is inspired, and maybe a little prophetic.
He began it in 1976 or 1977 and predicted such things as the Falklands War,
the fall of Communism and the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the
rebirth of European racist-nationalism, and the Middle East WARS of the
early 90's which result in the collapse of the world economy OUTSIDE OF the
cozy trading blocs of Europe, North America and the Pacific Rim, and he
wraps it all up into the best sea story I have ever read, with some of the
best descriptive imagery of anything I have ever read and has some very
scathing things to say about the hypocritical "rich man's" "charity" which
is universal in the world today. (Has anyone else seen the film "The March"
set in the near future, where a Ghandi-like figure leads a half million
refugees from the Sudan, across North Africa and the Straits of Gibralter
and into Europe?  ***** ) Hey, maybe we're living in the Post-Holocaust
World RIGHT NOW!!!

Ross Starkey

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 13:01:31 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Re: postholocaust SF

Lisa Goldstein's RED MAGICIAN is a fantasy novel set during the Holocaust.
(Jane Yolen has one also, but the name escapes me at this instant.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 13:54:20 GMT
From: rdb@rand.mel.cocam.oz.au (Rodney Brown)
Subject: Re: Post-[Nuclear/Holocaust/Apocalypse]

Two very different viewpoints.

The Gate to Women's Country	- Sheri S Tepper
The Peace War			- Vernor Vinge

Rodney Brown
Co-Cam
Melbourne, Australia
MHSnet: rdb@rand.mel.cocam.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 17:05:38 GMT
From: fiddler@concertina.eng.sun.com (Steve Hix)
Subject: Re: postholocaust SF

Paul O. Williams' "Pelbar Cycle".

There are seven books in the series:

   The Breaking of Northwall
   The Ends of the Circle
   The Dome in the Forest
   The Fall of the Shell
   An ambush of Shadows
   The Song of the Axe
   The Sword of Forbearance

Some work better than others, but overall they're reasonable reading.  Set
roughly a millenium after a holocaust whose details are pretty fuzzy.

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 11 Apr 91 10:54:08 CDT
From: Amy N. Verseman <verseman@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL>
Subject:  post-holocaust novels

It finally came back to me. There is one more post- book I've read, and
have been trying to think of the title for two weeks now!  "World Enough,
and Time", by , I think, James Kahn.  There is at least one sequel.  I
can't remember what caused the disaster, but there are creatures who must
have oil to survive, and who must keep caches of it hidden to insure
supplies.  The only other thing I ever saw that he had written was a movie
novelization for either Trek or Star Wars, but this was a fairly good book.
May not be available currently, as this was some time ago.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 02:54:32 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Holocost scifi--Weinbaum's "Black Flame"

A favorite post-holocost novel of mine is Weinbaum's "The Black Flame".  It
contains 2 novellas.  The first is maybe 100 years after a collapse of
civilisation, while the second is perhaps 600 years later.  It about the
establishment and maintainance of a utopian civilization ruled by
benevolent immortals.  But it deals with many themes which most authors
spread out into many books.

What I like best about Weinbaum's style is its simplicity.  The prose
breezes along at a pace unmatched except by short-story specialists.  Every
description is crystal clear, and never long-winded.

I've seen Weinbaum mentioned before on this list, but the consensus seemed
to be that people consider him dated, and an author to be avoided.  Sure he
got some of the science wrong: electricity cannot produce a long-sleep that
I know of, and radiation can't cause long life that I know of, and I've
never heard of a personal magnetic armor which can deflect bullets without
causing havoc to the person being protected, and I don't know of any way to
produce a holographic mite capable of speech from 100 miles away (I forget
exactly what the explanation of the nagging messenger was, I haven't read
the book for a couple years), and I doubt radiation produces viable
fishmen, and I doubt his nuclear physics about how the triangular fighters
are powered by annihilation of hydrogen is correct, and the universal
factories are a bit far-fetched, and I think he put an atmosphere on Mars,
and his benevolent oligarchy of scientists might not work, and I'm not sure
the plumbing would have large enough pipes for a fish-man to get into the
palace gardens and even if it did there should be some sort of barrier
filter somewhere, and the atomic bomb which destroys the throne room is a
far distance from the atomic bomb we know today.  But every time he
describes how things work, he uses simple terms, which are very easy to
understand.  So I would not call the book dated for errors in the science.

The only reason I can see that people might consider the 2 novellas in the
"Black Flame" dated is his use of a too-slick love element to propel the
story.  Basically in both stories, there is a hero to which 2 women come
on.  One woman is fair and sweet, the other is dark and complex (the Black
Flame).  So there are several mushy scenes where one or the other woman
comes on to him.  In the both stories the hero distrusts the dark woman,
because he can't understand her, but finds himself deeply attracted to her.
In the second story, however, the fair woman turns out to be less
trustworthy, even though it originally seemed the other way.  The whole
thing is a bit too slick to be believed (although it is infinitely better
romance than you usually see in science fiction), so the overly simplified
love element might be what makes the book dated.  But I don't know.
Perhaps the love element is too cerebral for today's gutter minds.

One thing I really like about Weinbaum is the mood of the world being a
wonderful and delightful place, with lots of things about to attract and
maintain your interest.  The Black Flame is old and jaded and constantly
searching for happiness and things to be interested in.  The stories are
told from the viewpoints of people interested enough in the sundries of
living to pull her out of her usual lackadaisical mood into a similar
vitality.  It is really wonderful stuff.

This book should not be confused with Lynn Abby's book of the same name
which I thoroughly hated.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 10:56:34 GMT
From: fw@itk.unit.no (Fredrik Wilhelmsen)
Subject: Re: Yet another name that book/author

There is a book by Philip K. Dick called: "The game players of Titan," but
I don't think that is the book the original poster asked about.

MINOR SPOILER FOLLOWS

In "The game players of Titan," the Earth is invaded by 'folks' from Titan.
They let the remaining people on Earth (not very many), play a game like
Monopoly for control over parts of the country. There is one group of
players on the east coast, one on the west coast and so on.

In the end end, one group of people play against the Titanians (?) for the
control over the whole planet. The fact that the Titanians are able to read
minds, adds a certain twist to the game.

Happy reading.

Regards.

Fredrik Wilhelmsen
Division of Engineering Cybernetics
The Norwegian Institute of Technology
N-7034 Trondheim, Norway
+47 7 594376
fw@itk.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 13:01:57 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Looking for short story:  "Dr. Island"

jtice@lester.UVic.CA (Jason W. Tice) writes:
> Help!  I'm trying to find any book of anthologies that has the story,
> "Dr. Island"
> 
> I don't know whp the author was, and I don't know where I first read it.
> There are three people ( the main characters is a young boy whose corpus
> callosum (sp?) [the section between the two hemispheres of the brain] was
> severed) on what appears to be an island.  Each one of them is "serviced"
> by a doctor, which is really a self-contained biosphere.

I believe you are refering to "The Death of Dr. Island" by Gene Wolfe.  Not
to be confused with "The Dr. of Death Island" or "The Island of Dr. Death,"
both also by Gene Wolfe.

There is a Wolfe anthology that contains all three. There was also a Tor
Double a couple of months ago that included "The Death of Dr. Island."
Also, I believe two out of the three appeared first in Terry Carr's
Universe series. (Sorry, I'm posting this from work, and all my anthologies
are at home, so I can't check the numbers.)

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 16:42:18 GMT
From: eppstein@wormwood.ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein)
Subject: Looking for short story:  "Dr. Island"

jtice@lester.UVic.CA (Jason W. Tice) writes:
> Help!  I'm trying to find any book of anthologies that has the story,
> "Dr. Island"

jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com replies:
> I believe you are refering to "The Death of Dr. Island" by Gene Wolfe.
> Not to be confused with "The Dr. of Death Island" or "The Island of Dr.
> Death," both also by Gene Wolfe.  There is a Wolfe anthology that
> contains all three. There was also a Tor Double a couple of months ago
> that included "The Death of Dr. Island."

The third story you mentioned is actually called "The Island of Dr. Death
and Other Stories".  All three are contained in an anthology titled "The
Island of Dr. Death and Other Stories and Other Stories".

I once saw all three together in a different anthology, which also
contained a fourth story "Death of the Island Doctor".  Unfortunately I
didn't pick up the book and now I forget its name.

David Eppstein
UC Irvine
eppstein@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 15:34:05 GMT
From: pcsg8264@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Preston Craig Smith)
Subject: and his brain went spla.....

Does anyone recognize just what novel or story the above quote is from?  As
I recall the word "spla" was used a number of times throughout, but the
prospect of looking through my entire collection to find the novel is not
very appealing.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 04:00:47 GMT
From: Michael.W.Beaven@cs.purdue.edu   (Michael W Beaven)
Subject: Looking for a Story (SPOILERS)

I've seen a number of successful queries of this nature, so I thought I'd
try to find a story that has eluded me for a long time.  About 13 years ago
a classmate related the synopsis of a short story to me.  I never knew the
author, title, or the anthology where it was published (though the editor
_may_ have been Brian Aldiss).

The story was set in a galaxy where 3 types of civilizations existed:
Conquerors, Conquerees, and Untouchables (my own monikers).  The Conquerors
were warlike races contantly battling each other and trading the
submissive, subjugated Conquerees back and forth as prizes.  The
Untouchables were aloof from both other types and seemed to have no contact
with any other species as far as the rest of the galaxy could tell.  It
happened that a new species emerged into the galaxy (the Humans, who
would've guessed), but didn't fit the mold.  They were warlike enough to
conquer the dominant races but then treated the dominated races kindly -
rebuilding their civilizations and inflating their self esteem.  Clearly
this was upsetting the balance of galactic society, but just when the
Conquerors had put aside their differences for long enough to plan the
total destruction of Earth a message arrived from the Untouchables: No.

Has anyone ever seen this?  It is impossible for me to find the person who
told this to me and I haven't had the opportunity to exhaust all possible
anthologies of short stories :-).  I have, however, searched a fair portion
of the ones edited by Brian Aldiss without success.

Thanks for any help,

Mike

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Immortality (15 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 22:21:14 GMT
From: seanf@sco.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Immortality

rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes) writes:
>Anyway, Sethra Lavode in Stephen Brust's Vlad series is some tens of
>thousands of years old and shows no signs of slowing down.

Sethra (whom I've named my snake after 8-)) was over 200 000 years old.
However, she doesn't really count; she's dead, after all.  (A vampire,
remember.  So she can't be warlord.. 8-)) But she's older than the
Empire.

Sean Eric Fagan
(408) 458-1422 
sef@sco.COM    
uunet!sco!sef  

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 16:29:26 GMT
From: JDC@cornella.cit.cornell.edu ("JDC@CORNELLA.CIT.CORNELL.EDU")
Subject: RE: Immortality

Don't forget Karl E. Wagner's "Kane" stories.  Kane too was "cursed" with
immortality, and found some rather odd ways to amuse himself.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 16:28:30 GMT
From: PYC119@uriacc.uri.edu (Tom)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #121

   Concerning Immortals, what about the main characters in Highlander?  I
believe they were immortal unless their head was cut off by one of their
own kind.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 16:43:13 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Immortality

One of Wilson Tucker's novels ("Past Master", I think) has 2 characters who
are effectively immortal from the standpoint of homo sap.  Both are aliens
who have been marooned on Earth for several thousand years; at one time
there were more than two.  One of them is trying to pervert a probe launch
to include a passenger (her); if the remaining survivors don't get home
_soon_, they will start dying.  It seems Earth's water is not really
nourishing to them; they need heavy water (part of their long lives was
leading humans to the development of same - some was stolen from the
Germans during WWII and the other guy lives in Oak Ridge, TN).

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 17:07:40 GMT
From: CRAIG@mitvmc.mit.edu (Ed Craig)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #123

    And nobody mentioned "This Immortal" by Roger Zelazny. Adventures
of a post-holocaust Odysseus, I THINK it was a mutation, although not
a dominant one, as I think his son aged. Been a while since I read it.

Ed Craig

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 17:51:52 GMT
From: AKERMAN@bill.phy.queensu.ca (RICHARD AKERMAN)
Subject: Immortality

I picked up Alfred Bester's _The Computer Connection_ under the title
_Extro_ (European release).  It's really quite amusing and its flavour is
what would today be called "cyberpunkish."  Bester of course preceded that
genre by a considerable period and his contributions to it are often
unacknowledged.

Richard Akerman
Akerman@Bill.Phy.QueensU.Ca
Akerman@QUCdnAst

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 18:01:32 GMT
From: AKERMAN@bill.phy.queensu.ca (RICHARD AKERMAN)
Subject: Electronic Immortality

The people living in the Thistledown in Greg Bear's excellent book, _Eon_.
are effectively immortal as their minds are stored in City Memory after
death.  The very best of them are permitted to be "incarnated" in physical
form more than once as I recall.  The sequel, _Eternity_ also deals with
some issues of living for a long time but was not as good as _Eon_ in my
opinion.

Richard Akerman
Akerman@Bill.Phy.QueensU.Ca
Akerman@QUCdnAst

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 15:31:44 GMT
From: rlsg7229@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Robert Lewis Spence)
Subject: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

We'll it took me a while, but here it is. Thanks to everyone for
submissions The usual disclaimers apply for spelling, typesetting, etc.

Rob Spence

Miscellanous:

The _Wellworld_ series by Jack Chalker
"One Million Tomorrows" by Bob Shaw
"Welcome, Chaos" by Kate Wilhelm
"Dancers at the end of time" by Michael Moorcock
"This Immortal" AKA "Call me Conrad" by Roger Zelazny. 
"Time's Last Gift" By Jose Farmer
"To Die in Italbar" by Roger Zelazny
"Jack of Shadows" by Roger Zelazny
"The Hunger" by Whitley Strieber

"The Book of Skulls" by Robert Silverberg

   While not featuring actual immortality, it centers around 4 college
   buddies on a quest for a secret monastery which can provide immortality.
   It deals with the 4's individual thoughts as to why they're going, what
   they'd do if given immortality, etc. There are a couple of catches, how
   that affects their thinking, etc.
   It is a MARVELOUS book. One of my all time favorites.
         -Dan Nichols (dnichols@goddess.csc.ti.com)

"Ship of a Million Years" by Poul Anderson

Poul Anderson's "ship of a million years" has characters who discover they
are immortal. ( The first one was a Phoenician ). They keep their
identities hidden until a future time ( something like 150 years from now
) then the bio-sciences make it possible for all people to be immortal.
      - Adam J Felson(ajf@maximo.enet.dec.com) 

Carl Edward Wagner
  Bloodstone
  Death Angels Shadow
  Darkness Weaves
  Dark Crusade

  The character is Kane, an immortal warrior.
           -Donn Pedro (uswnvg!dfpedro@uunet.UU.NET)

"The Immortal" by Borges

   Borges wrote a truely awesome and frightening account of a man who has
obtained immortality in his short story "The Immortal".  As in all of his
works, Borges's writing is intelligent and worth reading at least three
times.  He also wrote a shorter story called "The Immortals" which I
haven't read yet, but knowing Borges, it is probably a strange digression
on "The Immortal".
           -"josh  ronsen" <rons@midway.uchicago.edu>

"The Horseclans Series" by Robert Adams

Well, the only one I can think of right now, here at work, is Robert Adams'
Horseclans serise. I am referring to the Undying characters in the books,
and the Witchmen. Both groups are immortal in their own way. The Undying
are biologically immortal, having very fast regeneration powers. Also, due
to their nature, their memories are especially fragile. A blow to the head
has a good chance of "blessing" them with total amnesia.  The Witchmen, are
termed "Psychic Vampires" by the main character tiing all the Horseclan
books together, because they transfer their minds into other, specially
bred bodies when their current bodies grow to old, or become to sick.
       -James Gordon Currie <jcurrie@ccu.UManitoba.CA>

"Extro" by Alfred Bester

I read a book by Alfred Bester called 'Extro' (not a bad book in itself -
kind of strange, but then I was 14 when I read it, so I might understand
more of it if i read it now) that involved a group of immortals known as
'molemen' (for Molecular Men) who were in some sort of club. The author
made it a point to emphasize that they were immortal, not indestructible
(ie. they could regenerate aging cells but could not, for instance jump off
a building and expect to survive the fall).
       -Rishad J Quazi <rquazi@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu>

"God Emperor of Dune" by Frank Herbert

The person in question, Emperor Leto II isn't 'immortal' per se. Rather he
manages to extend his life span to about 3000 years by merging with the
sandworms of Arrakis. Also, there's the 'ghola' (more or less a clone)
Duncan Idaho who is brought back to life every time the God Emperor gets
angry with Idaho and kills him, though his memory of his previous
manifestation is not preserved.
       -Rishad J Quazi <rquazi@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu>

"Norstrilia" by Cordwainer Smith

You might want to include some of the works of Cordwainer Smith, most
notably Norstrilia, where they mention that the santaclara drug (stroon)
can prolong life indefinitely "but with odd side effects, so most folks
like to die at around 1000 years or so" and Go-Captain John Joy Tree, who
found the two-headed elephants that weep forever in intergalactic space
(the elephants, at least, are immortal) Ooops, pardon, JJT is from Quest
of Three Worlds.  Also, there are the dromazoa on "A Planet Called Shayol"
       -David Weingart <dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu>

"The Silmarillion" by JRR Tolkien

JRR Tolkien deals with this a bit. In the SILMARILLION, he brings up the
concept of mortality as a gift to men, and immortality as a heavy burdon
upon the elves. Look for the section of The Fall of Numenor for some
discussion of this.
      -NAGORDON%amherst@vmd.cso.uiuc.edu

The Amber Series by Roger Zelazny

At first the main character believes he's quite mortal, but that belief
starts changing soon enough.  If my memory serves me right (it never
does), the first book is called "Blood of Amber".
        -Frank Tore Johansen <frankj@ifi.uio.no>


"Welcome Chaos" by Kate Wilhelm

One of my favorite authors, Kate Wilhelm, wrote a book with what you're
talking about, "Welcome Chaos" .  I don't want to give any spoilers away,
but it does theorize about some of the impacts on society of what if some
people were capable of gaining and giving one form of immortality, that is,
resistance to disease, aging, etc. but not invulnerability to wounds.  If
you don't know Kate Wilhelm's work, she is extremely good at making you
think by making you care about the characters who get caught up in
situations.  Another thing I like about her work is that her protagonists
tend to be very smart, not super-geniuses but real people who can THINK.
        --Sarah_M._Elkins.Wbst129@xerox.com

"Healer" (author unknown)

It concerns one person who "catches" immortality through the invasion of
his body by an intelligent parasite that wants its host to stay alive.
Adding interest to the book is psiwars and a chaotic world lives on for a
time.
        --Sarah_M._Elkins.Wbst129@xerox.com

- -"Methusela's Children" by Robert A. Heinlein. 

This would also lead to any of his books that feature the character of
Lazurus Long.
          --Thomas R. James (BSYNVMTJ@muppet.dnet.ge.com) 
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------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 17:45:47 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: Immortality

_Tuck_Everlasting_ is a book written by someone with a last name like
Babbitt or Nesbit (this is real helpful, I know) Another juvie that I
did a talking book of for a blind friend that connects here is
_Locked_In_Time_ (Lois Duncan).  This was unusual because the family,
although it did not age, was not immortal.  During the story, it develops
that one of the children committed one dangerous act after another until he
was killed to escape the "curse" of being forever young.  What struck me
the most was how restricted the family's movements were in the 20th Century
where ID is needed for everything.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 18:49:36 GMT
From: msandlin@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Sandlin)
Subject: Re: Immortality

There seems to have been a question about immortality which I missed. One
book that sort of deals with immortality is "The Karma Machine"(?) by
author unknown. One's karma(?) was stored away once the current life became
to much to bear. After a long period of time, the karma was restored to a
new body for another life cycle. It all took place on an isolated Pacific
island that had been setup by a rich eccentric with a thing for Buddhism.

There is also the immortal Wowbagger the Infinitely Prolonged in Douglas
Adam's "Life the Universe and Everything". Wowbagger became immortal
through a freak accident involving his lunch, a rubber band, and some piece
of equipment I don't remember.  Wowbagger eventually became disenchanted
with immortality, mainly because of Sunday's. Simply knowing that he would
have to face an infinite number of Sunday's with nothing open, nothing good
on television, and the knowledge that he would never read that huge Sunday
paper with all the supplements was more than he could bear. He eventually
set his life's goal to get even with the universe that had treated him so
badly by personally insulting every being in the universe, in alphabetical
order.

Mike Sandlin
msandlin@ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 19:32:28 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Immortality

It always amazes me when the first book that pops into my head on a raised
topic is one no one else mentions: in this case, _Valdar the Oft-born_, by
G. Griffith (Griffin?).  Was recently inquired about by another netter, so
that might have something to do with it.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 17:01:29 GMT
From: olson@mac.cc.macalstr.edu
Subject: Re: Immortality

> johnf@apollo.hp.com (John Francis) writes:
> 
>>colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (Marc Colten) writes:
>>There was a short story about a neanderthal in modern america (hit by
>>lightning somwhere around 10,000 bc).  I could look up the title if no
>>one else comes up with it.
>
>I remember a neanderthal struck by lightning featuring in something rather
>longer than a short story.  Author Clifford D. Simak, if I'm not mistaken.
>One of a group of odd characters, including a ghost.  Was this
>"Shakespeare's Planet"?
 
This is a bit late, but:

I think the original story referred to here is "The Grotto of the Dancing
Deer" by Clifford Simak.  It was published in Analog several years ago.
The neanderthal is found out while he is working as a laborer on a dig that
discovers some cave paintings he had done 50,000 years before.  Excellent
story.

The group of odd characters which included a neanderthal and a ghost was
"The Goblin Reservation", also by Clifford Simak.  Time (as in time travel,
which is how the neanderthal got there) and Supernatural were university
departments along with English.  The ghost was Shakespeare's ghost.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 08:05:09 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

Some short stories on Immortality, not mentioned in your list:

L. Sprague de Camp has one called "The Gnarly Man" about a neanderthal,
struck by lightning, who is still around some 200 centuries later.

Fredric Brown has one called "Letter to a Phoenix".  This guy's been around
a lot longer than a mere 200 centuries!

There's another old one, but I can't remember author or title.  Yes, I
know, what a twit, but it might jar someone's memory: it's about a girl who
discovers the secret of immortality.  It won't work after puberty, though,
so she stays eternally pre-pubescent.  Sometimes she likes some other kids
and shares the secret with them, but they don't treasure it like she does,
and always yearn to grow up, so she loses them.  In the story, she is
escaping from a dogooder social worker. She sets out to walk from New York
to California, realizing that no one in 20th century America would suspect
a ten year old of trying such a thing.  She's walked across dozens of
continents in her life, so the idea doesn't faze her at all.

There is also the novel _Fury_ by Henry Kuttner.

Steffan O'Sullivan
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 08:58:12 GMT
From: clayton_little@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca (Clayton Little)
Subject: Re: Immortality

Another good series for Immortality is the triplet's done by Pier's
Anthony. I can't recall the name right now, but the way they describe
Imoortality is a fresh thought.

Clayton Little
Clayton_Little@Outbound.wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 15:16:03 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan) writes:
>There's another old one, but I can't remember author or title.  Yes, I
>know, what a twit, but it might jar someone's memory: it's about a girl
>who discovers the secret of immortality.  It won't work after puberty,
>though, so she stays eternally pre-pubescent.  Sometimes she likes some
>other kids and shares the secret with them, but they don't treasure it
>like she does, and always yearn to grow up, so she loses them.  In the
>story, she is escaping from a dogooder social worker - she sets out to
>walk from New York to California, realizing that no one in 20th century
>America would suspect a ten year old of trying such a thing.  She's walked
>across dozens of continents in her life, so the idea doesn't faze her at
>all.

   I *think* that's P.J. Plauger's 'Child of All Ages'. He wrote a number
of stories in the 1970s, and then stopped writing. I have this really dim
memory he had something to do with Unix. Anyone know the facts on this?

James Nicoll

------------------------------
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Date: Fri, 12 Apr 91 09:55:14 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
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Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 12 Apr 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 138

Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Immortality (11 msgs) &
                                  The Wandering Jew (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 16:17:33 GMT
From: plr@genrad.com (Pete L. Rossetti)
Subject: Re: Electronic Immortality (John Varley)

Another type (not exactly electronic), in John Varley's _Ophiuchi Hotline_:
People routinely back themselves up in recordings, supported by a
technology that employs "FPNA" (ferro-photo-nucleic-acid).  It's hard to
"die", since you can always be restored from backup.  In fact, you can
change bodies on a whim using your latest backup.
 
Some interesting ramifications come out of this.  For example, when you
"die", you lose track of any experiences since your last recording.  At
best, you might only lose a few weeks or months, but it could be worse.
 
Also, since your body is just property, not something essential to life, a
crime against someone's body (like murder) is regarded as a serious
misdemeanor, not a felony.  It's punishable by death, but not loss loss of
right to life: i.e., you get to be restored following your execution, using
a backup that preceded the earliest evidence that you'd started down the
direction that led to the crime.  Obviously, the victim gets restored also.
It's hard to really murder someone, since you have to destroy all their
recordings as well.
 
Another interesting notion: there can only be one of you.  It's wrong for
anyone to have two versions of themselve alive at any time.  That's a crime
punishable not only by death, but by the loss of the right to life.

Pete Rossetti

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 14:38:02 GMT
From: k113651@cc.tut.fi (Karhu Jouni)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

The First Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever by
    Stephen R. Donaldson

   In these books, the haruchai are immortal when on duty.  For example
   Bannor had been serving the Lords for a couple of thousand years, not
   sleeping, not dying. Of course, even the haruchai COULD die, if stabbed
   with a sword or something.  They DID lose their immortality that they
   had gained by an oath, after Bannor decided that they had broken the
   oath.

John Carter of Mars books by Edgar Rice Burroughs
            
   The people on Barsoom are immortal, if I remember right.  They leave for
   the river of death when they are about 1000 years old, but physically
   they can live much longer, if not eternally.

The Belgariad by David Eddings

   The sorcerers (namely Belgariad and Polgara, Beldion and the rest) live
   forever (or at least until their task is fulfilled)

k113651@cc.tut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 05:45:21 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

While I was thinking about this I remembered a few stories that show you
just how bad "immortality" can be.  Has anyone read:

"The Canvas Bag" - Alan E. Nourse

"Green Magic" - Jack Vance

"Let's Be Frank" - Brian Aldiss

"The Packerhouse Method" - (can't find the author's name)

and one more - Can't remember the title or author because I read this about
20 years ago.  It was told by a member of a weird motorcycle gang, none of
whose members can remember anything before the day they joined.  Their
leader is a skinny guy who any of them could break in two, if it wasn't for
his psychic powers.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 13:54:01 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: P.J.Plauger (was Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS)

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
> [quote of story summary ommited]
>     I *think* that's P.J. Plauger's 'Child of All Ages'. He wrote a
> number of stories in the 1970s, and then stopped writing. I have this
> really dim memory he had something to do with Unix. Anyone know the
> facts on this?

You mean as in Kernighan & Plauger, authors of Software Tools (1976), and
The Elements of Programming Style (1974, 1978) ?

The good news: Plauger is back in the SF business, if I read the table of
contents of a recent Analog right (things just pile up.)

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 02:55:28 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

I managed to look up some titles I mentioned in my previous message:

THE PACKERHAUS METHOD - was written by Gene Wolfe

The motorcycle gang story I mentioned was

   THE NIGHTMARE GANG  - by Dean R. Koontz

  (not a spoiler to say that it has one of the most horrifying
   last lines I've ever read.)

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 13:52:22 GMT
From: mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup)
Subject: Re: Immortality

clayton_little@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca (Clayton Little) writes:
>Another good series for Immortality is the triplet's done by Pier's
>Anthony.

The series is "Incarnations of Immortality", and is some of the best stuff
Anthony has written (at least the first couple of books were, there are
more than three). Here are the titles as I remember them, plus their
associated concept "incarnation"

   "On a Pale Horse"		Death
   "Bearing an Hourglass"	Time
   "Wielding a Red Sword"	War
   "With a Tangled Skein"	Fate
   "Being a Green Mother"	Mother Nature

There is at least one more (about Evil, a monk that reincarnates as the
Devil), but I can't remember the title. There ought to be a book about Good
too, but I don't know if Anthony has written such a thing.

These books aren't really about immortal men, but about immortal <concepts>
such as "Evil", "Death" (those too NOT to be equated), "Time" etc. These
concepts are frequently reincarnated by humans, but they are in most cases
quite mortal, i.e how does a human inherit The Grim Reaper's job?  (Don't
tell he gets an apprentice, wrong story :-)).

The first book about "Death" is fantastic (BTW, I don't guarantee the above
order) the rest not all that great, but still worth reading.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 17:05:31 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

No one seems to have mentioned By His Bootstraps - Heinlein, I believe.
It's kind of about immortality - a guy gets caught in a time-loop of his
own making, although I'm not sure if that qualifies as immortal. It was a
Hugo nominee or winner, not sure which.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 23:06:45 GMT
From: hychejw@infonode.ingr.com (Jeff W. Hyche)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

   On the immortal books note you might try Genesis Quest and Second
Genesis by Donald Moffitt.

Jeff Hyche           
hychejw@infonode.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 15:49:30 GMT
From: emorirty@unix1.tcd.ie (Eamonn Moriarty)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten) writes:
>"Green Magic" - Jack Vance

Also by my favorite author , whom you mention above, is "To Live Forever",
again taking the negative view of things as far as immortality is
concerned. Well worth reading, (like most other J.V. books !)

Eamonn Moriarty
emorirty@vax1.tcd.ie
emorirty@unix1.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 04:32:25 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

I don't believe that anyone has mentioned _The Invariant_.  I disremember
who the author is.  The story is about a man who achieves immortality by a
magic gismo that continually restores his cells to the same condition that
they were in at the moment of application.  He is used as a control for
psychological experiments and as a living history book since nothing that
is said to him or is done to him is remembered.  He is trapped forever in
his moment of immortalization.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 03:44:39 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

Well, so far no one has mentioned Michael de Larebeiti's (sp?)  delightful
stories of "The Borribles", whose protagonists are much like Peter Pan's
Lost Boys, in that they stay young indefinitely.  (Unless their ears are
trimmed).

Three books so far.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 15:34:14 GMT
From: ender2@husc9.harvard.edu (Matt Ender)
Subject: The Wandering Jew

Did anyone here read the rather long Wandering Jew series as such:

One of the soliders who supposedly gambled for Jesus's clothing and the
like is made a wanderer, cannot die, and _must fight in every war he comes
across_.

I believe it's called "Casca: The Eternal Mercenary" or something such.
Came up at some yard sales in Anchorage about five years ago.

Matt

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 21:49:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: The Wandering Jew

The Wandering Jew showed up in _The Seventh Sign_, that 1987 movie.  He was
pretty integral to the plot.

He also had a name, I think.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 20:13:32 GMT
From: sfl-request@rutgers.edu
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

There was a character named Nathan Brazil in Jack Chalker's "Well of Souls"
series who was supposed to be the "Wandering Jew" much much later.  Well,
actually, the character said the legend was based on him, and that he'd
been around since the beginning of the universe and was actually a
Markovian (the creators of the universe).

Eric C. Garrison
garrik@tippy.cs.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 16:58:41 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew (Nathan Brazil)

   Before hitting the spoilers I'll mention here that the Well of Souls
books and the Flux and Anchor books are far and away the best and most
recommendable Chalker there is ( IMHO, of course. )

*** SPOILERS ***

   Actually, the Markovians were the renewers of the universe, not the
creators, and I got the impression that Brazil was not a Markovian, but of
one of the races from before the renewal, just as the female character
(who's name I forget ) joins Brazil as an immortal for the next cycle.
Previous to the cycle of the universe started at the end of the series the
immortal from the previous universe had suckered someone into replacing
them.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 17:15:35 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew, Well of Souls spoilers

garrik@tippy.ogi.edu writes:
SPOILER ALERT
>There was a character named Nathan Brazil in Jack Chalker's "Well of
>Souls" series who was supposed to be the "Wandering Jew" much much later.
>Well, actually, the character said the legend was based on him, and that
>he'd been around since the beginning of the universe and was actually a
>Markovian (the creators of the universe).

NB never even claimed to be a Markovian. At the end of Midnight at the Well
of Souls he more or less claimed to be god. He didn't claim to have created
the universe, just most of the people and things in it.

To me this didn't jibe with the rest of the story.  At the end of Twilight
at the Well of Souls he claimed to merely be the most recent caretaker of
that part of the Universe created by the Markovians.  That means most of
it. He was suckered into the job several restarts ago.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:25:09 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

Yet another book about the Wandering Jew is "The Wandering Jew" (fancy
that!) by Eugene Sue.  Excellent book (if a bit on the paranoic side) but
the Wandering Jew only gets a few cameo appearances.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 03:01:09 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

Somebody asked me in email to check my sources, and as usual I'd muddled
things pretty badly, but one possible source of the legend is this passage
from the Christian bible, Gospel of St. John, 21:20-23:

20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved
   following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord,
   which is he that betrayeth thee?
21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?
22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that
   to thee?  Follow thou me.
23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethern, that this disciple
   should not die; yet Jesus said not unto him; He shall not die; but, If I
   will that he tarry until I come, what is that to thee?

Which is to me a complete muddle, but that's how confused legends start off
anyway.

Ken
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:23:13 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>The Wandering Jew showed up in _The Seventh Sign_, that 1987 movie.  He
>was pretty integral to the plot.

He has a fairly important part in a popular danish play "Genboerne". His
name there is Ahasverus (A-ha-sve-rus), and I believe that the is
"authentic" - that is, were not invented by the author but came from elder
sources.

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 05:29:01 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

ender2@HUSC9.HARVARD.EDU (Matt Ender) writes:
>One of the soliders who supposedly gambled for Jesus's clothing and the
>like is made a wanderer, cannot die, and _must fight in every war he comes
>across_.

Casca is a Roman soldier, and is the one whose spear is the source of the
death blow.  For this Christ curses him to remain as he is (your basic
common grunt soldier) until the second coming.  I rather liked the one
where the Mexican (pre-Aztec) priest cuts out his heart and Casca stands up
and takes it back and shoves it back in his chest.  The scar left is
commented on in several other books.

>I believe it's called "Casca: The Eternal Mercenary" or something such.
>Came up at some yard sales in Anchorage about five years ago.

There are not quite twenty books, as I recall, written by Barry Sadler of
"Ballad of the Green Beret" (song) fame.  Managed to get himself killed a
couple of years ago in Central America.  No, he was not there as a
mercenary, though he apparently did like to play with guns.  Usually while
drinking.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 18:23:27 GMT
From: abw@natchez.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

Another book on this topic is "My First Two Thousand Years," sort of a
picaresque romp by the aforesaid WJ. In the course of the yarn he meets up
with Mohammed and Shakespeare, among many others. Several editions were
printed, with the Veireck-Eldridge collaboration a mass market paperback.
Probably out of print these days, but check the library.

   Viereck, George Sylvester, 1884-1962.
   My first two thousand years, the autobiography of the Wandering Jew by
   George Sylvester viereck and Paul Eldridge.  New York : Gold label books
   inc., 1930.

   My first two thousand years / specially abridged by the authors George
   Sylvester Viereck and Paul Eldridge ; cover painting by Charles Binger,
   based upon Rodin's famous sculpture "The Kiss.".  Specially abridged
   Crest giant ed.  New York : Fawcett World Library, 1956.

   My first two thousand years : the autobiography of the Wandering Jew /
   George Sylvester Viereck and Paul Eldridge.  New York : Sheridan House,
   1963.

   My first two thousand years : the autobiography of the Wandering Jew /
   George Sylvester Viereck and Paul Eldridge.  St. Clair Shores, Mich. :
   Scholarly Press, 1976, c1928.

Al B. Wesolowsky
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet   

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 09:56:54 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: The Wandering Jew

_The Prince of India_ also features the Wandering Jew.  If memory does not
fail me it is by the author of _Ben Hur_.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 11:33:59 GMT
From: T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk (A. Moore)
Subject: The Wandering Jew

  The Wandering Jew has also appeared in a comic-book . It was an issue of
DC's 'Secret Origins' (#10, I think) where, in one of 4 possible origins,
the Phantom Stranger (one of DC's mystical characters) revealed himself to
be the Wandering Jew.
  In this version he was a guy named Isaac whose wife was killed trying to
protect their child from Herod's slaughter of the innocents (I think) and
ended up hating Jesus. When Jesus was captured, he bribed a Roman soldier
to let him take his place for the public flogging that followed. (This
would explain those legends that have him has a Roman)
  I'm not Jewish or at all religious but the Wandering Jew stories upset
me.  After all, weren't they started as Anti-Semitic propaganda, to further
the image of the Jews as homeless wretches, cursed by God for killing
Christ, and justify persecuting the Jews ?

Tony Moore
T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 15 Apr 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 139

Today's Topics:

	    Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Cherryh (2 msgs) & Dick &
                    Dickson & Kerr & Lackey (3 msgs) & Moorcock &
                    Alternate Histories and SF Artwork (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 19:38:28 GMT
From: iho@milton.u.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Dirk Gently question

I hope this is considered SF.  I'm reading _Dirk_Gently's_Holistic_
Detective_ Agency_ again and am puzzled by something.  As I recall, I
didn't get it the first time, either.

In chapter 4 (on page 18 in my paperback copy) Reg says (about George the
Third), "He instituted this, er, Chair of Chronology to see if there was
any particular reason why one thing happened after another and if there was
any way of stopping it.  Since the answers to the three questions were, I
knew immediately, yes, no, and maybe, I realized I could then take the rest
of my career off."

I only count 2 questions in that first sentence: 1 - "is there any
particular reason why one thing happens after another" and 2 - "is there
any way of stopping it".

Am I missing something here?  Did Reg miscount?  Did Adams miscount?

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 03:47:40 GMT
From: weitzman@chopin.udel.edu (Steven A Weitzman)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

iho@milton.u.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
>I hope this is considered SF.  I'm reading >_Dirk_Gently's_Holistic_
>Detective_ Agency_ again and am puzzled by something.  As I recall, I
>didn't get it the first time, either.
>
>In chapter 4 (on page 18 in my paperback copy) Reg says (about George the
>Third), "He instituted this, er, Chair of Chronology to see if there was
>any particular reason why one thing happened after another and if there
>was any way of stopping it.  Since the answers to the three questions
>were, I knew immediately, yes, no, and maybe, I realized I could then take
>the rest of my career off."
>
>I only count 2 questions in that first sentence: 1 - "is there any
>particular reason why one thing happens after another" and 2 - "is there
>any way of stopping it".
>
>Am I missing something here?  Did Reg miscount?  Did Adams miscount?

You are indeed missing something here.  As Dirk himself says later in the
book "I have found the missing third question, or more accurately the
missing first question."

This third, or first question, is "Is time travel possible?"  So the
answers in correct order read:

Is time travel possible? - yes
Is there any particular reason why one thing happened after another? - no
Is there any way of stopping it? - maybe

Dirk discoverd that there was a missing third question during the time he
was talking to the hypnotized Richard.

Dirk talks about this question with Richard while they are walking next to
the canal, either before or after Richard goes for a
post-hypnotic-suggestion swim.

All of this is resolved during the time Dirk, Reg, and Richard are talking
in Reg's house, but before the guy with the SCUBA gear comes in.

Hope this clears this up.

Steve Weitzman
University of Delaware
Weitzman@brahms.udel.edu
Weitzman@chopin.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 10:54:27 GMT
From: sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela)
Subject: Reading _Cyteen_ before _Downbelow Station_????

I just received _Cyteen_ which I had ordered from a mailorder bookstore.
The cover blurb says that is is a "successor to Downbelow Station".  Now,
I'm wondering whether I should wait until I have bought and read the
predecessor or are they fairly independent works.  The wording on the blurb
("successor", not "sequel") would suggest the latter.

The backcover blurbs also suggest that Cherryh has written other books in
the same universe.  Anyone got a list of those other books?  Are they good
(I haven't read anything by her, yet; I only have heard positive comments
on _Cyteen_)?

Thanks in advance for your comments,

Kari Sutela
sutela@polaris.utu.fi

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 21:45:44 GMT
From: d25001@mic.lonestar.org (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: Reading _Cyteen_ before _Downbelow Station_????

sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) writes:
>I just received _Cyteen_ which I had ordered from a mailorder bookstore.
>The cover blurb says that is is a "successor to Downbelow Station".  Now,
>I'm wondering whether I should wait until I have bought and read the
>predecessor or are they fairly independent works.
>
>The backcover blurbs also suggest that Cherryh has written other books in
>the same universe. [ . . . ]

   All, or at least most, of Cherryh's science fiction is set in the same
universe, the "Union/Alliance" universe.  There are sets of novels that
should be read in proper sequence; such as, the "Faded Sun" series and the
"Chanur" series.  The rest can be read in almost any order as they are
generally independent of each other.  Sometimes, the events of one book
will be mentioned in another; other times, it may be difficult to recognize
that the books are set in the same universe.

   Specifically, _Cyteen_ and _Downbelow_Station_ happen within a fairly
short period, during the actual Union-Alliance conflict.  None of the major
characters in one appear in the other.  _Cyteen_ can be read and enjoyed
without any knowledge of _Downbelow_Station_.

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 91 22:18:03 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: PKD, Russ Galen, & Internet

Russ Galen, Philip K. Dick's literary agent, asked me to post this message,
as the gateway between CompuServe and Internet is a bit finicky.
 
Vonda N. McIntyre
mcintyre@yang.cpac.washington.edu

Begin message: 

Last year, through Vonda McIntyre, I posted a message here asking for help
in choosing three books by Philip K. Dick, whose estate I represent, to be
reprinted in trade paperback by Vintage Books. This is part of a six book
deal; the first three (VALIS, THE DIVINE INVASION, and THE TRANSMIGRATION
OF TIMOTHY ARCHER) had already been chosen and will be published this June.
 
I received hundreds of replies, all of which were thought-provoking and
intelligently argued.  They had an important effect on my thinking and
outright changed my mind in at least one instance.  Now that the choices
have been made, I wanted to express my thanks to everyone who offered
advice, and announce the three titles, which will be published by Vintage
in October.  They are UBIK, THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE, and A SCANNER
DARKLY.
 
If they do well enough, I hope to sell Vintage six more of Dick's
out-of-print novels for 1992-3, so I may be back.
 
Best wishes.
 
Russell Galen
Scott Meredith Literary Agency, Inc.      

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 00:55:04 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: YOUNG BLEYS (Dorsai Novels)

stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S) writes:
>I read all of the Childe Cycle books up to and including FE.  When FE came
>out I was incredibly anxious to read it, yet I thought it was crap.  I
>liked the begining, but then I thought it got terribly boring.  I couldn't
>stand it.  What I want to know, is if Dickson has gone back to his old
>ways and given us a great book or not.

To each his own.  I found "The Final Encyclopedia" to be by far Dickson's
best long work to date.  Admittedly, it's got about as many words all by
itself as all that had been previously published in the Childe Cycle.  I
haven't seen "Young Bleys" as yet, as I have to wait for the softcover due
to space limitations.  So I'm not sure what you mean about Dickson "gone
back to his old ways and given us a great book or not".  There's certainly
no shortage of action later on in the book, if that's what you missed.  You
might like to try again.  Since if you found TFE to be boring, I seriously
doubt that "The Chantry Guild", the sequel that's been out for a couple of
years, will impress you, as it has less action and more philosophy.  And if
you don't read THAT, how do you expect do deal with "Childe", the
conclusion to the Cycle?  (Not to say nothing more will be written: Dickson
has promised us three historical and three contemporary novels as
background to his future).  And there is still room for fill-in stories in
that future.  Such as "Young Bleys" seems to be, as "Lost Dorsai",
"Brothers", "Warrior" and "Amanda" were.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 19:46:47 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: _The Deverry Saga_... *Help*!!

>And Kerr is writing a second Deverry series, set about forty years after
>the (main time period of the) first. First US title is _The Time of the
>Exiles_, unless I misremembered it.

Exlie's Road, coming to you in hardcover in May from Spectra Books

Melinda Miller

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 06:14:09 GMT
From: Oscar.Cwajbaum@samba.acs.unc.edu (Oscar Cwajbaum)
Subject: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

Are there any Merecedes Lackey fans out there?

In particular, does anyone have any comments about her new book, By the
Sword?

Oscar Cwajbaum
cwajbaum@mcs.anl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 16:41:36 GMT
From: eeb1@ellis.uchicago.edu (e elizabeth bartley)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

Oscar.Cwajbaum@bbs.acs.unc.edu (Oscar Cwajbaum) writes:
>Are there any Merecedes Lackey fans out there?  In particular, does anyone
>have any comments about her new book, By the Sword?

I read it, I liked it.  The last twenty-odd pages were *way* too rushed,
though (she realized she had to finish the book and deadline was coming up,
I assume) and everything works out just a little bit too neatly to feel
real (probably a byproduct of being rushed).  IMO, everything *could* have
worked out the same way with the story feeling real, it was just too easy.
But, I did have a problem with a hard decision that ultimately didn't have
to be made.

_By The Sword_ ties together Mercedes Lackey's _Oathbound_ and
_Oathbreakers_ with her Heralds of Valdemar series.  Without any more
spoilers than appear on the back cover, the heroine is Kerowyn, Kethry's
granddaughter.  Kerowyn is given Need and winds up a mercenary.  She then
gets involved with a Herald of Valdemar.

If I get any more specific, I'll have to put in a spoiler warning, so I'll
stop here.

Hope the info helps.

E. Elizabeth Bartley
eeb1@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 91 15:59:46 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

As far as I know there are quite a few Misty fans out here.  I have read
_By the Sword_ and other that the ending being a lttle to pat, I found
nothing to really complain about.  It's obviously a set up for the next
series that will bee coming out, but that doesn't bother me, or the other
Misty fans that I know.

SPOILER warning

The story starts out with the real story behind the filk song _Kerowyn's
Ride_ and is absolutely wonderful.  From there we follow Kero as she learns
how to use a sword (Need) and strategy from her clan-mother and then
follows her career in a mercenary band.  She eventually goes to work for
Valdemar and meets Talia, Dirk and Company from the previous series.

As I said above, the ending was a bit obvious and a little to pat.
Usually, Misty leaves you panting at the end of story, but this one just
left me with a soft sigh.  I have to admit, I was glad someone finally
mentioned what a stupid idea it is for someone to where white on the
battlefield.  As Kero puts it, Herald Whites can best be described as "Oh,
please shoot me now."

Beth Hlabse

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 02:33:27 GMT
From: Colin_Jones@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

David Louis Williams thinks that _The Dragon in the Sword_ is the last book
in the Eternal Champion series, my copy states (part 3 end of ch.4)

(Sepiriz talking to Erekose)
"'You have earned respite.'
'Respite? Is that all?'
'It is more than is allowed to most of us,' he said in some astonishment.
'I have never known it.'"

And at the end:

"And, for those years at least, the Eternal Champion will be at rest."

So, IMHO, Erekose is getting time off, but the end must still wait for _The
Quest for Tanelorn_.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 12:49:04 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Intro to THE ALTERNATE HISTORY LIST

A couple months ago, I posted a request for names of alternate history
stories. As I had not read the majority of the submissions, I delayed
posting the list until I had a chance to read and categorize more of them.
Well, I still have a long way to go, but it was about time that I posted
something. My next posting is thus a list of several hundred What if?,
crosstime, and changing the past stories. Also included are a large number
of stories which have not yet been categorized.

Your corrections, clarifications, amendments, additions, etc., to this list
would be greatly appreciated. Please try to use the same format used by the
posting.

And before I sign off, I must acknowledge the help of Evelyn Leeper in
preparing the list. Without her aid, it would have been much shorter and
less informative.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

[Moderator's Note: The complete Alternate Histories list is in the
SF-Lovers archives since it is too big to be contained in the Digest.  The
file is retrievable via anonymous ftp from elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The
filename is pub/sfl/alternate-histories.txt.]

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 15:13:24 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: SF/Fantasy Artwork
	
Does anyone know of any books that are ALL SF and/or fantasy artwork?  I'd
be looking, preferably, for hardcover volumes (i.e. I wouldn't be
interested in some of the SF calenders that come out annually.)
	
If anyone has any suggestions, please feel free to e-mail
them to me directly.  (Also, book must be available in US)
	
Thanks.
	
Carol
cdg@gamma.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 19:55:00 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Re: SF/Fantasy Artwork

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>Does anyone know of any books that are ALL SF and/or fantasy artwork?  I'd
>be looking, preferably, for hardcover volumes (i.e. I wouldn't be
>interested in some of the SF calenders that come out annually.)

Along these lines, are there any books (or anything else) where one can get
artwork from the covers of SF books ?

Thanks.

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 22:02:54 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: SF/Fantasy Artwork

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>Does anyone know of any books that are ALL SF and/or fantasy artwork?  I'd
>be looking, preferably, for hardcover volumes.

There are a bunch of single-author books, such as The Worlds of Michael
Whelan, First Maitz, and a book of David Cherry's art.  I'm sure there are
others.  I don't think there are any "mixed" artist books, though there are
several coffee-table sized SF history books with magazine cover
reproduction.

Laurie Mann
lmann%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org
Laurie_Mann@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 03:35:08 GMT
From: russelrd@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (MattBrockman)
Subject: Re: SF/Fantasy Artwork

"The Art of the DragonLance Saga" has artwork from... well, The DragonLance
Saga. (Fantasy, you know.)

Matt

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 04:55:57 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: Re: SF/Fantasy Artwork

I've got a book at home that's a collection of 10 artists' visions of Pern,
H.G. Wells' Time Machine, Ringworld, Dune, Foundation, Rama, Hothouse
(Brian Aldiss?), Cities in Flight, and some other stories which I can't
think of at the moment.  One artist per story.  Some of the artwork is ok,
but most of it is very good.  It also presents an interesting timeline
whereby each of the stories is tied into an overall timeline.  I know the
book was available in the US, but I don't know if it's still in print.  It
was a softcover book.  I don't remember much more.

Seth
sk2f@andrew.cmu.edu
tmSatCMU@DRYCAS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 20:13:01 GMT
From: drwho@wpi.wpi.edu (Eric Ant Von Laudermann)
Subject: Re: SF/Fantasy Artwork

Tomorrow and Beyond: Masterpieces of Science Fiction Art edited by Ian
Summers.

The paintings are grouped under such categories as Sapceships, Aliens,
Fantasy, and many more.  The ISBN number is 0-89480-055-8, if that helps.
The copy I found was hardcover.

E.V.L.
drwho@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 22:06:49 GMT
From: k113651@cc.tut.fi (Karhu Jouni)
Subject: Re: SF/Fantasy Artwork

And then there is of course 'Mirage' by Boris Vallejo.

JJKarhu k113651@cc.tut.fi

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		       Films - Total Recall (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 18:22:10 GMT
From: csx28@seq1.keele.ac.uk (R. Ferneyhough)
Subject: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

Apologies if this has been dragged up here one zillion times before, but I
have only just started reading this newsgroup.

Having now watched Total Recall about six times, and obtaining the video, I
am now convinced the entire film IS his Rekall Implant dream.  How does
everyone else feel about it ?

The evidence I have collected:

1) The guy from Rekall (who is incidentally in the advert on the subway
earlier on in the film) comes in and tells Arnie. Only a film can get away
with being this blunt about the truth - we are made to assume he is lying
(presumably set up by Cohagen) because of one bead of sweat.  Wouldn't you
involuntarily sweat if someone had a gun on you, even if it IS an implant ?

2) When programming the implant in Rekall, where Arnie has just bought the
memory, the assistant (the bloke) catches a module and says "Blue sky on
Mars, thats a new one", which is precisely what happens.

3) The woman he selects on the display is exactly the same as Melina -
presumably filmed by the same person. Note that he does not recognise her
at this point as being the person in his dreams at the start of the film,
yet claims he does during the encounter in (1) above.  Significant? I think
so.

4) The third from last picture of alien artifacts he is shown at the
programming is (as far as I can make out - use a video frame by frame unit)
the reactor later found in the film. The most obvious part of this picture
is the suspended passageway present in the real thing.

5) The memory he buys says he will stay at the Mars Hilton for two weeks.
This is where he ends up. This may not be significant, but I would assume
that there is more than one hotel on Mars, as the Hilton looks a bit like
the top of the range (why else would they sell it in Rekall memories ?).

6) Arnie says "What if this is a dream ?" at the end of the film. I think
this is provided more to make the filmgoer start thinking whether it was or
not.

7) After the shoot/chase on the escalator where Arnie jumps into the train,
he stands up to see the advert for 'real' flights to Mars. At this point he
shakes his head and smiles as if to say 'Wow, this is a pretty good memory'
etc.

I would assume that the last 'real' scene that we see is the part where he
is going berserk in the memory implant chair. He then wakes up in the next
scene in a taxi. This would be the start of his 'dream'. He would not
remember Rekall in any case, as all of their implants would presumably
remove that memory so that the memory is as good as possible.  In the scene
where he is going berserk in the chair, the woman operator says they
haven't implanted the Secret Agent part of the memory yet.  This is the
only flaw in explaining the whole film as a dream.

Speculating, I would say that perhaps Arnie makes the whole thing up from a
desire to be a Secret Agent (he reacts pretty quickly to the optional extra
which he previously declined).  If he has a Schizoid Embolism (whatever
that may be) then his imagination could easily cut in.

Speculation 2: Perhaps Arnie really WAS an agent before and DID have his
mind previously altered by the Agency. The new Rekall memory could trigger
his memories and start off his Schizoid dream.

Speculation 3: Maybe his mind had been altered before, perhaps by a
previous Rekall holiday. If he wanted to be a secret agent this time, why
not again? Anyone experiencing a delusion of a secret agent holiday would
have to have some form of logical reason to return to normality.  This
could involve the 'forgetting' of the previous holiday after experiencing
it (a bit pointless I must admit) only to be remembered in dreams. This
would explain the same woman being in his dream both times, and Rekall also
having this woman 'on file'.

These arguments do admittedly get quite complicated but, what does everyone
else think? Anyone wishing to send an opinion please do. If I receive
enough e-mail I will take a poll and announce the results. Is Total Recall
reality or not ?

Ralph
csx28@uk.ac.keele.seq1

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 22:48:44 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

How does the original short story treat it? As a dream, reality, or
debatable?

I cannot recall :-) who wrote the short story or what it was called. I'm
sure everyone else does though. Could someone please tell me this and more
imortantly what anthology (if any) contains it?

I'm guessing it was Philip Dick.

Brady Daniels
u35087@uicvm.cc.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 91 23:37:33 GMT
From: G.E.Derylo@rutgers.edu
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

csx28@seq1.keele.ac.uk (R. Ferneyhough) writes:
>Having now watched Total Recall about six times, and obtaining the video,
>I am now convinced the entire film IS his Rekall Implant dream.  How does
>everyone else feel about it?

   Simply due to the fact that his wife becomes his deadly enemy, I assume
that the occurrences in the movie are real.  Rekall wouldn't get much
business if they routinely had their clients pitted in life-or-death
struggles against their loved ones. The emotional effects would just be too
intense. One ambitious attorney from Laws-R-Us could really ream them for
the emotional trauma their client was forced to endure.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 01:32:35 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
>How does the original short story treat it? As a dream, reality, or
>debatable?

The original story has a twist to it that I won't spoil for you if you
haven't read it.  Suffice it to say that the protagonist is NOT an Arnold
S. type.  More Rick Moranis, which makes the ending all the better.

>I cannot recall :-) who wrote the short story or what it was called. I'm
>sure everyone else does though. Could someone please tell me this and more
>imortantly what anthology (if any) contains it?

Mark Leeper posted a list last year, but I do know it's in _Twenty Years of
the Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction_, Ferman and Mills, eds.
 
Oh, yeah, you wanted the name.  "We can remember it for you wholesale" and
indeed, the author is PK Dick.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 04:41:46 GMT
From: scott@kong.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

G E Derylo writes:
>[Total Recall: is it live, or is it Memorex?]
>   Simply due to the fact that his wife becomes his deadly enemy, I assume
>that the occurrences in the movie are real.  Rekall wouldn't get much
>business if they routinely had their clients pitted in life-or-death
>struggles against their loved ones.

I would use the same fact to argue the opposite side of the coin.  The
'wife-as-enemy' motif developed in the 'dream/memory' which was implanted
by Rekall because it was part of the emotional baggage that he brought in
with him.  I think the Rekall dream/memories are not strictly what is
"programmed in".  Perhaps, as the scenario is placed in the subject's
brain, he interacts with it, giving his dream/memory his own special
"flavor", so to speak.

Remember, Arnie's character was harboring a great frustration with his
wife, because his daydreams about Mars were important to him, and she was
blowing them off.  I think most married people have experienced this type
of clash-of-wills over something; I know I have.  Of course, that's not to
say that I fantasize about my wife being my enemy; but who knows what could
happen under the circumstances of a process like Rekall implantation.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 91 03:34:54 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

I fully and whole heartedly reject your arguments (even if I didn't read
them) that the whole of _Total Recall_ was just a dream.

I'll put a :-) here to show that the above was not as adamant as it seemed.

There are a number of scenes in the movie in which there is no Arnold.  If
we were seeing a dream we would never see things that he didn't have
knowledge of.

The problem lies in the distinction between first person point of view and
third person POV.  If the movie were all a dream, Arnie's dream, it would
all be 1st person.  The scenes sans Arnie show that we don't really have
his 1st person POV, we have a more objective 3rd person POV, one that can
see action that Arnie can't.
	
The movie does make a good stab at how ambiguous these kinds of things can
be.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 03:44:14 GMT
From: blume@sp1.csrd.uiuc.edu (William Blume)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

aahz@netcom.COM (Aahzmandius) writes:
>My preference for determining whether _Total Recall_ was real or not is to
>go to the primary source: _We Can Remember it for You Wholesale_

I'm afraid that _We Can Remember it for you Wholesale_ will be little help.
Total Recall follows PKD's short story only up to the visit to Rekall.
After that, they diverge greatly.  In another words, Arnold's romp at Mars
was the screenwriter's creation.

Bill Blume
Univ. of Illinois
blume@csrd.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 05:43:19 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

ec1l+@andrew.cmu.edu (Elias Thornton Curtz) writes:
> Whoops, sorry to continue on this hashed-over subject but Total Recall
> WAS (IMAO) just a dream.  If you choose to ignore the ridiculous science
> of Arnie's trip to the Red Planet, how about the fact that the alien
> "oxygen producing super reactor" appears briefly in one of the REKALL
> ads. (or maybe their promo. to Arnie it's been awhile.)

There are 4 pretty conclusive details:

1) See above.  The woman doing the implant showed some sample visuals to
   Quaid on a monitor. The reactor was the last one.

2) The woman doing the implant described the plot perfectly: "you get to
   save the world and you get the girl."

3) Another Rekall tech looked at the implant cartridge and said "Blue sky
   on Mars?  That's a new one."

4) The guy who showed up in the hotel room on Mars, claiming to be a Rekall
   MD is same guy who showed up in the commercial for Rekall that Quaid saw
   in the subway, before he went to Rekall in the first place.

The 3rd-person scenes aren't any stranger than the depersonalized scenes
you get in any dream.  (At least, I do).  If you want, you can even say
that the messed-up physics and sociology is evidence that it's a dream,
though you could say that they're just evidence of bad writing too.

Tom Fitzgerald   
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA   
1-508-967-5278
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 01:07:00 GMT
From: mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (mathew)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not?

Definitely all a dream, from the moment he sits in the chair and they put
the headset on him.

[ I'll summarize / rephrase, then add my own comments: ]

1) The man from Rekall appears outside the hotel room. Now, firstly how did
   he (or the enemies) find the room? Secondly, the Rekall scientist gives
   a summary of all of the events which happen _later_ in the film; that
   Quaid falls in love, is betrayed by a close companion, saves the world.
   I think he may also mention meeting two-headed monsters. Even if he were
   an enemy agent, why would he tell Quaid that he (Quaid) is going to
   _win_?

2) As he's being sedated, the Lab Tech picks up the program card and reads
   it.  We hear the tech say "Hmm, 'Blue Sky on Mars'. That's a new one."
   This is particularly noteworthy since, as someone has pointed out on the
   net before, the blue sky on Mars is physically impossible.

3. The woman selected by Quaid has exactly the same appearance as Melina,
   in spite of the fact that all Quaid has done is answer some multiple
   choice questions to choose the woman's appearance.

4) When in the Rekall labs choosing his memories, he is shown pictures of a
   number of alien buildings so that he can choose which one he wants to
   encounter in his memory. He doesn't express any preference, so the lab
   technician stops the carousel of pictures at any old place. The picture
   happens to be a picture of the inside of the Martian artifact.

5. Part of the memory is that Quaid will stay at the Mars Hilton for two
   weeks. Lo and behold...

6. Arnie says "What if this is a dream?" at the end of the film. Blatant
   prodding for the less intelligent members of the audience.

7) After the shoot/chase on the escalator where Arnie jumps into the train,
   he stands up to see the advert for 'real' flights to Mars. At this point
   he shakes his head and smiles as if to say 'Wow, this is a pretty good
   memory'.

And some of my own:

8) The agency seems to have less difficulty in finding Quaid _after_ he has
   _removed_ the homing transmitter from his skull. Watch how quickly they
   find him time after time on Mars.

9) The combat is exaggerated. Quaid seems to have miraculous recuperative
   powers. Blood can appear and disappear from his hands (in the scene
   where he returns to his apartment after killing the 'enemy agents'). The
   man from Recall later describes Quaid as an "indestructable secret agent
   from Mars" which he does indeed seem to be.

10)The science is unbelievable. Not just faintly unbelievable, like most SF
   movies; comic-book unbelievable. People's eyes popping out when they are
   exposed to a low pressure atmosphere; Martian machines increasing the
   atmospheric pressure and oxygen level of an entire planet within
   minutes; bizarre and improbable robotic head disguises which seem able
   to float themselves into the air.

11)I think one of the options mentioned by the Rekall staff is "two-headed
   monsters"; early on, when he is arguing over what sort of fantasy he
   wants.

12)Continuity errors and technically unrealistic events occur throughout
   the "dream" part of the movie, but not the original part.

Possible evidence against:

1) Quaid is not present in some of the scenes.
   This isn't really a problem; I often have dreams where I see things
   happening without being present, and continue to behave as though I
   don't know what has been happening there.

2) Why would Rekall implant a dream that Quaid's wife was an enemy agent?
   Perhaps they didn't. Remember, the man from Rekall later tells us that
   Quaid has entered a "schizoid embolism" and is constructing the memories
   himself rather than responding correctly to what they are implanting.
   It's quite likely that the "wife as enemy agent" aspect is the first
   piece of evidence that something has gone wrong with the Rekall
   procedure.

3) Piers Anthony, on the last page of the novelization, makes it clear that
   it is *not* all a dream.
   Well, we all know how highly to regard Piers Anthony, don't we?

4) It's also worth noting that the evidence which Quaid uses to conclude
   that he is not dreaming, that is, sweat on the brow of the Rekall
   scientist, doesn't really imply anything, since we already know that
   Quaid can imagine blood on his hands, imagine his hands clean, then
   imagine the blood there again.

>I would assume that the last 'real' scene that we see is the part where he
>is going berserk in the memory implant chair.

I think that even that could be implanted. Remember, we don't see it
immediately after seeing him placed in the headset; first we see a doctor
in another room being called in to look at Quaid.

So point four against the dream hypothesis:

4) We see Quaid going beserk in the chair, and the woman operator says
   that they haven't implanted the memories yet.
   There are two possible explanations. Firstly, this scene could be part
   of the memory.
   Secondly, it is possible that they haven't implanted the memories, but
   that they *have* readied his mind for the Rekall process; and that he
   has entered a schizoid embolism, and is fantasising the rest of the
   movie on his own. This fits in with what the man from Rekall says later
   on on Mars.

Mathew

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Films - Total Recall (5 msgs) &
                              Star Wars (4 msgs) & 
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Date: 11 Apr 91 17:51:09 GMT
From: mpm3@quads.uchicago.edu (matthew patrick moran)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not?

Several people have posted arguments in favor of Total Recall being a
dream.  I think it is important to keep in mind that it does take a fair
bit of analysis to reach this conclusion.  The impression that I got when
seeing the film is that it was not supposed to be the delusion of one man.
Arnie doesn't have delusions.

Philosophy of literature aside, I think it is much more likely that the
scientific inconsistencies (such as the red sky in the first place, and the
rapid transition to the blue sky) stem more from a desire to be
entertaining and use all the neat fx, than any desire to suggest that the
whole thing was a dream.

Maybe I'm weird, but I don't have seriously detailed dreams (at least I
don't remember them,) so I find the idea of a dream that vivid hard to
swallow.  It is much easier to believe that Arnie is supposed to be
important.

Another argument (exuse me if this seems unorganized, "I'm making it up as
I go along") for the movie not being a dream is that (In my opinion) the
ideas about the nature of a man (not being the sum of his memories) are
weakened if the whole story is in fact a delusion.

Oh well.  The movie clearly supports more than one interpretation, which
means that it is well written.  Sort of surprising for an Arnie movie.

Matt Moran

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 20:58:02 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan Mathews)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not?

I agree it was a dream, but I disagree with some of your points.

mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (mathew) writes:
> 7) After the shoot/chase on the escalator where Arnie jumps into the
>    train, he stands up to see the advert for 'real' flights to Mars. At
>    this point he shakes his head and smiles as if to say 'Wow, this is a
>    pretty good memory'.

I thought he was thinking "Shit. I *could* have afforded a real trip."

> 9) The combat is exaggerated. Quaid seems to have miraculous recuperative
>    powers. [...]

Ummm, I think this is more the magic qualities of Arnold Schwarzenegger
than dream powers. Has there ever been an Arnold action movie in which the
combat *wasn't* exaggerated?

> 10)The science is unbelievable. Not just faintly unbelievable, like most
>    SF movies; comic-book unbelievable.

So? Maybe it's just a good action flick, but a crappy SF movie.

> 12)Continuity errors and technically unrealistic events occur throughout
>    the "dream" part of the movie, but not the original part.

See above. Flaws in the film are not evidence.

I think the evidence is contradictory. The overwhelming majority says it is
a dream, IMHO. However, that doesn't explain the nightmares Quaid has at
the beginning of the film.

Ryan Mathews
Internet : mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet   : mathews@sunybcs
UUCP     : {apple,cornell,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,talcott,ucbvax,uunet}!
           cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 21:02:39 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

Important point for people who think they can prove whether it was all
recall or reality:

The first scene in the recall lab at the beginning, where he defines
Melina, sees the reactor picture, hears "blue sky on mars", etc. could
_also_ be a recall implant, to make it harder for him/us to decide whether
it is reality or not. In fact, this could be the beginning of the real
implant, and then it could trigger his past agent memory, he starts having
a schizoid embolism, they bring him down, and then everything after that
can be reality. The evidence in the lab could be derived from agent memory
triggered by the implant.

Note that for recall to have a successful effect, there would have to be
some sense of continuity from entering the lab to the end of the adventure,
and an eventual return to the lab, otherwise the whole trip would appear to
be a disjointed memory. Thus a scene in the lab would normally be part of
the trip. So the first lab scene, both lab scenes, or everything, could be
the trip, or just the second lab scene and the remainder, or...

_My_ personal opinion is that you're not supposed to be able to determine
for certain whether it is reality or not. This is the whole point of the
movie: in a world where virtual reality is a major trend, the difference
between reality and simulation is gradually eroding.  Why is it so
important to decide whether it is reality or not? I think the movie is
trying to help you practice relaxing on this "important" distinction, a
necessary ability for a future with virtual reality.

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 00:26:21 GMT
From: ault@caen.engin.umich.edu (Matthew Ault)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not?

I've been reading all of the discussion about Total Recall with some
interest.  I find the evidence in favor of the whole thing being a "dream"
to be pretty convincing, but I have one point to make in favor of the
"reality" point of view.  It has to do with the nature of the Rekall
process itself.

Actually, it's a question: What *is* the nature of the Rekall process?
People have been referring to it here as being a "dream", but is it really
a dream?  Everything I remember from the movie suggests that Rekall was in
the business of selling pure artificial memory implant, not a dream process
designed to bestow you with certain memories.  It's a subtle little
difference, but an important one.  With a dream process, you have a sense
of actually going through the motions, of things happening *now*.  As
opposed to an artificial memory, where you have the sense of _having_ been
some place and _having_ lived through cetain events.  And you would get it
all in one concentrated burst, or sort of anyway.  (Do they ever state in
the movie how long the Rekall process normally takes?)  As opposed to a
dream, which would take place over time.  (Another question: does anyone
know if there have been studies on how long an actual dream lasts as
compared to how long it seems to have lasted to the person doing the
dreaming?)  Anyway, based on what I saw in the movie, I consider Rekall to
be dealing with direct memory implants as opposed to dreams.  (This is all
based on my recollection of the movie six months after seeing it.  And I
only saw it once.  Anyone out there have more reliable info on what the
Rekall process actually entails?)

The problem arises when it comes to distinguishing between the two.  After
the fact two would seem identical.  It raises a lot of interesting points
as to what our experiences actually are.  Is there anything more to them
than the memory of what has happened?  How does one get a handle on the
cutting edge of existence, on what's happening now, as opposed to what will
happen and what has happened?  (Welcome to Philosophy 101! :^) (Actually,
this all reminds me of one of Harry Harrison's Stainless Steel Rat books
where this nasty, evil dictator is using direct memory implants of torture.
People would wake up hours later with the memory of horrible torture, like
having their hands cut off, but with no physical side effects.  Even so,
the people are still left with the horrible fear that torture imparts.
Rather efficient, as torture goes. :^)

Another thing that one must consider is the exact point of view of the
audience.  Is it one of a "real time" experience?  (Sort of like being a
disembodied spirit floating along, seeing everything Arnie sees, plus some
stuff he doesn't, but all in "real time.")  Or is it some sort of
historical account.  (Like Arnie remembering or telling us all what it was
like after the fact.)  This also is very important in determining the
"reality" of what happens in the movie.

Thus, we are left with four different possibilities, based on the
"realitiy" of Arnie's experiences, and the point of view of the audience:

  1.  Real Time Audience/Fictional Experience
  2.  Real Time Audience/Real Experience
  3.  Historical Point of View/Fictional Experience
  4.  Historical Point of View/Real Experience

First off, I discard 3 & 4, the historical, "this is what has happened"
point of view for the audience because there is nothing to back it up.  We
have no narrative boarder around the film to indicate that what we are
seeing isn't occurring in "real time".  (If it wasn't a "real time" story,
then all of the examples sited by other posters would lead me to believe
that it was all implanted.)  Since it *is* occurring in "real time" I
suggest that it *has* to be real because there is no time passage during
the Rekall process, it's all downloaded instantaneously.  (More or less,
see above.)

I don't know, maybe this is all gibberish to you, but it makes sense to me!

:^)

Matthew A. Ault
ault@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 13:01:39 GMT
From: philip@hubcap.clemson.edu (Philip L Harshman)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not ?

abucior@sirius.UVic.CA (Alan  Bucior) writes:
>In his "dream" he finds out that his wife is a spy, and he kills her.  If
>this WERE a standard implanted memory, and he was having an implant that
>any other person could get, then he'd be pretty darn confused when he woke
>up and found his wife still alive.

I've heard this argument before, but it doesn't really hold up.  By the
time Arnie got to that point, his "schizoid embolism" had him diverging
from the original Rekall implant.  His mind was making up the experience as
it went along.  That's why they had to send someone into the fantasy, to
convince him that it wasn't real and that he should stop.  If it were still
the Rekall implant, they could just shut it off.

As to my opinion, I think the reality of Arnie's experiences is
indeterminate.  I won't go over all of the arguments that have been hashed
over on the net, but I have a hard time accepting either side.  It's
frustrating, but that's just the way it is sometimes.

Philip Harshman
uucp: ... !gatech!hubcap!philip
inet: philip@hubcap.clemson.edu
bitnet: philip@clemson

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 19:40:28 GMT
From: rpwhite@taurus.cs.nps.navy.mil (richard white)
Subject: Star Wars vs. Arthurian legend

   I read somewhere a long time ago that the original Star Wars was a
redoing of a Kurosawa film, The Hidden Fortress, in much the same manner
that the Magnificent Seven was a remake of The Seven Samurai.  I found a
copy of The Hidden Fortress and found that the plot and characters (even
some scenes and camera angles) seemed to definitely be taken from it. I
guess my question is; Is The Hidden Fortress itself based on Arthurian
legend?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 20:20:54 GMT
From: BERDANJ@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu (Susan de Guardiola)
Subject: Star Wars

While on the subject, if anyone is interested in "alternate" Star Wars
material, there is a fanzine-novel called _Stormbrother_ which came out in
1982 or thereabouts as issue #4 of the mediazine _Guardian_.  It was
written prior to the release of _Return of the Jedi_, so it's rather
incompatible with it, i.e. Luke & Leia being *unrelated* and therefore
getting married.

The main plot concerns Han Solo apres-rebellion, out of a job because his
face has been plastered all over the galaxy as a hero of the rebellion -
making him a bit too high-profile to go back to smuggling.  And then
there's his brother, who has a worse problem - he was fighting for the
Emperor and is now a war criminal on the lam from the newly-reinstated
Order of Jedi Knights.

This fanzine is still available but I don't have a contact-address for it.
I *think* the authors were Fern Marder and Carol Walske.  Unfortunately my
copy has been permanently "borrowed".  I recommend it, if you can find it.
(And if you can, please post or e-mail me, I want a new copy!)

Susan de Guardiola
berdanj@yalevm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 21:28:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: Star Wars Theories

 I saw the discussion of Star Wars name origins, and I have to ask this
one.  Did Chewbacca's name come from a contraction of "Chewing Tobacco"?

  I also saw that Star Wars may have been based upon Arthurian Myths.
Well, maybe George Lucas was INSPIRED by epic tales of chivalry and
sorcery.  He was supposedly bedridden after a bad accident and that allowed
his mind to wander and think up the Star Wars story.

 I don't know if they'll film the first trilogy or the third.  If I
remember correctly, Zoetrope studios, founded by Lucas and others, died a
horribly death after the _Howard the Duck_ fiasco.  Also, _Willow_ didn't
do very well even with Ron Howard's help.

 Finally, my personal theory about the Star Wars middle trilogy.  I think
it's an analogy to U.S. Central American policy.  You see, there is this
Evil Empire (analogous to the Soviet Union) and they're taking over little
colony worlds (Central America).  The evil leader (Maybe Breshev or even
Krushev if the story is old enough) wishes to expand his power base.  To
stop him are these rebels (counterrevolutionaries or contras!).  They are a
bit disorganized, but they manage to score a few victories.  With the help
of smugglers like Solo and Chewbacca (read pilots on covert flights from
Florida and Texas), the rebels score big, but they need more.  The rebel's
best visits this ancient, benevolent, wise creature (analogous to Ronald
Reagan).  With training and support, the rebels eventually turn back and
destroy the evil empire even though there is great suffering along the way.
Nifty theory, eh?  Lucas was some kind of prophetic writer.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 04:22:59 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS (Really about SW/Arthurian Legend theory)

Apparently some posters have missed my point.

I did not say that Arthur was the only basis for Star Wars.

I said that it is a strong parallel. Star Wars is what happens if you take
Arthur and have him decide to join up with the Roman Empire early in his
career. The good/bad guy roles get reversed as a result.

To those who believe in mythic structures, myths do not have to follow
their origins' plot to be appropriated, they can have logical twists and
remain in the same universe. For example, one could have Hansel and Gretel
be evil invaders, and the witch an old woman. Check out _The Company of
Wolves_ for a good example of modified appropriation (Little Red Riding
Hood).

As for the name similarities I mentioned, I don't think it's necessary to
have a first name beginning with 'M' just to imply a strong connection
between the names "Morgana" and "Organa".  Note that the character of Leia
has magic powers and is the sister of the hero. Note also that Marion
Zimmer Bradley's _The Mists of Avalon_ has Lancelot have a love affair with
Morgana.

Chewbacca == Gawain? I guess they both have red hair. How else?

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 20:56:06 GMT
From: goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: Re: Warlock

MX%"Rishad@csws1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)" wrote:
>Can anyone tell me what the deal is with this movie 'Warlock' is?  Was it
>released before, because I could almost swear having seen it in a video
>store somewhere. Looks pretty good whatever it is.

The movie was made a year or two ago, but was never released.  The
novelization was done by Ray Garton and published by Avon in 1989.

I enjoyed the novelization, as they go.  Ray Garton is one of the best
up-n-coming horror/thriller/suspense writers.

Hunter Goatley
WKU
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 14:11:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Warlock

Rishad@csws1.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi) writes:
>Can anyone tell me what the deal is with this movie 'Warlock' is?  Was it
>released before, because I could almost swear having seen it in a video
>store somewhere. Looks pretty good whatever it is.

I saw that movie two years ago in the U.K. and I believe the fact that it
is only now coming out here is because it is a British movie, and it
probably was delayed looking for a distributor.  My only reason for
assuming it is a British movie is the main actors, Richard E. Grant (from
'Withnail and I' and 'How to get ahead in advertising') and Sean Bean (sp?)
(from 'Caravaggio') are both British actors.  And yes, it's worth seeing.
Not great, but OK.

A.M.B

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 20:02:27 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

I seem to succeeded in asking an extremely stupid question.  I've now
finished the book (again) and understand my confusion.  It's been a long
while since I read the book the first time, and the only thing I remembered
from it was the frustration (and irritation) at re-reading that statement
by Reg trying to count the number of questions.  It was so irritating that
its memory must have overwhelmed everything else about the book.  Did Adams
not think anyone would notice?

Here's another question.  It's a SPOILER.

How did distracting Coleridge keep the alien ghost from successfully
changing the past with the time machine?

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 03:39:47 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes,
>How did distracting Coleridge keep the alien ghost from successfully
>changing the past with the time machine?

Another candidate for the time traveller paradox list.

The original poem "Kubla Khan" contained instructions for preventing the
crash, available for the ghost's future host.  Dirk Gently kept S. T.
Coleridge from fininshing his poem, and also mucked up another poem "Rime
of the Ancient Mariner" which contained information about the ghost's
society.

This created a new timeline which is closer to ours, where S. T.  Coleridge
never finished the poem.  In one the first chapters the final section of
Coleridge's poem is read after MacDuff and Professor Chronitis leave the
room.  The old poem, the last refuge of the old timeline, still remains in
the memories of Chronitis Macduff and Gently, and in the book that they
brought from their old timeline.  Or perhaps their memories and the book
disappeared when history changed.

One could even say that the ghost was not the ghost of the failed
traveller, but the ghost who went back in time to prevent the original
alien (who was in no way related to the ghost) from crashing his ship.
Over the billions of years the ghost convinced himself that he was the
spirit of the original alien. Douglas Adams does not advance this theory,
however.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 05:41:00 GMT
From: NOWAKO09@snybufva.bitnet (Joseph Nowakowski)
Subject: Dickson

   Since Gordon Dickson has come out with another in the excellent Childe
Cycle I'd like to throw out a question about his philosophy in the series.
He (Dickson) seems to be saying that 1) There is a dichotomy in human life
between the forces of Creativity and Conservation, and, 2) The force of
Creativity is 'good' and Conservation is 'evil' because change will help
the human race evolve as it expands into the galaxy and Conservation will
cause man to collapse in on himself and stagnate. I find that argument
unusual. You would think that Donal (in all his incarnations) would be
fighting for a union of these forces to produce a complete human society.
It seems that Change without constraints can be just as disastrous as No
Change that leads to stagnation.
   Has Dickson ever written about his philosophy as it comes through in the
Childe Cycle? Not the essays in the back of the paperbacks that are by
someone else *about* him but something straight from the horse's mouth?

Joe Nowakowski
nowako0snybufva.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 17:17:43 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Haldeman's The Hemingway Hoax

Has anyone read The Hemingway Hoax??  I just finished the book, and haven't
read the novella that it came from (which is up for a Nebula by the way)
and I have a question.  Can anyone explain what the hell happened in the
end?

SPOILERS:

Okay, John is shot at the end, and then time flows backwards and he kills
Castle.  Okay, I'm with you so far.  but then why does he re-live
Hemingway's life in reverse, why are the stories stolen, how come the STAB
people didn't know he is able to do this stuff?

I thought the story was good until the end but it never wrapped up the
mysteries that were brought up, only made more.

If anyone can explain this to me, I'd be eternally grateful.

Thanks.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 17:14:53 GMT
From: blanford@spf.trw.com (Ron Blanford)
Subject: Re: Lyndon Hardy

schwabe@chopin.udel.edu (Robert Josep Schwabe) writes:
>I have a question about Lyndon Hardy- the writer of Master of Five Magic,
>Secret of Sixth Magic, and Secret of Seven Worlds (yes I know that the
>last title name is wrong).  Is he coming out with any new books either as
>a sequel or an independent novel?  I really like all three of his books so
>far.  So if anyone has any information; would you please post it.  Thanks
>in advance.  (Also when is the sequel to Elven Star coming out?)  

I see Lyndon Hardy every day.  He says the publisher has a standing order
with him for additional books, but that he has no plans at present to
continue writing.  You must understand that writing is just a hobby for
him, after hours from his full-time job as an aerospace engineer and
department head.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 13:50:59 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: New (?) Time Travel Book

Has anyone else read _The Technicolour Time Travel Machine_ by Harry
Harrison.  As a devoted fan of time travel SF, I had to get it.  I'm about
halfway through it and have found it to be as campy as the Star Trek Novel
_How Much for Just the Planet?_.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 15:11:54 GMT
From: stjohns@umd5.umd.edu (Mike St. Johns)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

"By the Sword" is driving me up the wall - I'm having trouble reconciling
the time lines.  Can anyone make a guess how old Kero is at the end of the
book?  40 years?  How much time has elapsed since the end of Oathbreaker?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 18:07:00 GMT
From: TROGDATA@cwu.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #139

Yes, there are a few Mercedes Lackey readers out here. I haven't read lots
of her stuff, but the Last Herald Mage series is one of my favorite fantasy
series. Van & 'Lendel make the sweetest love story I've ever seen and I
normally hate romance in any form!

Wendy
trogdata@cwu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 23:34:47 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

stjohns@umd5.umd.edu (Mike St. Johns):
>"By the Sword" is driving me up the wall - I'm having trouble reconciling
>the time lines.  Can anyone make a guess how old Kero is at the end of the
>book?  40 years?  How much time has elapsed since the end of Oathbreaker?

There are a number of inconsistencies, but I'd say BtS should be considered
to begin about 40 years after Oathbreakers.  Here are some data points:

Tarma and Kethry were thirtyish at the end of Oathbreakers, and
considerably slowed by age at the beginning of BtS - 30-50 years.

Kerowyn starts the book as the fourteen-year-old daughter of Kethry's
youngest daughter - about 40 years.

The king was newly born, now his youngest son is in his teens, his second
son is marrying, and his oldest is presumably in his early twenties -
again, about 40 years.

(I seem to recall a note describing the song "Threes" as taking place about
eighty years before "Arrows", but I think this should be ignored.)

And yes, Kerowyn is in her late thirties at the end of the book.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 21:21:09 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Tehanu - Le Guin

While scrolling through the card catalog at the local library, I found that
_Tehanu_ was in the children's section(?). Took it out, read it, and plan
to read it again, since it doesn't seem to quite make sense in line with
the other three Earthsea books.

Possible SPOILER ALERT

The sorts of things that made sense were the picture UKL paints of a feudal
society with grand isolation.  I have no problems in that context with her
neighbors forgetting her foriegnness (Tenar's) after 25 years as a farmer's
wife.  I don't even have too much trouble with her transition TO farmer's
wife, or her taking in of the sorely harmed waif.

The sense starts to falter with the references surrounding the child.  The
foreshadowing of the star Tehanu, the mages looking for 'a woman of Gont.
Even with all of the great changes occurring - the new king, the vanished
archmage, the story of the woman of Kemay, Ogion's passing, it seems to me
that this is a not-very-good grafting of "The search for the next archmage"
and a "Some of the problems encountered by an abused child in a feudal
society."  The story doesn't seem to evolve from a central point, or weave
its diverse elements into a well focused whole.

Suggestions on what I should look for on second reading would be greatly
appreciated.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 23:23:02 GMT
From: erich@atop.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Tehanu - Le Guin

MLW@MATH.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) said:
> Possible SPOILER ALERT
> The sense starts to falter with the references surrounding the child.
> The foreshadowing of the star Tehanu, the mages looking for 'a woman of
> Gont.  Even with all of the great changes occurring -the new king, the
> vanished archmage, the story of the woman of Kemay, Ogion's passing, it
> seems to me that this is a not-very-good grafting of "The search for the
> next archmage" and a "Some of the problems encountered by an abused child
> in a feudal society."  The story doesn't seem to evolve from a central
> point, or weave its diverse elements into a well focused whole.

I don't think it was inteneded as "problems encountered by an abused child
in a feudal society", but "problems encountered by _women_ in a feudal
society", and by extension, "problems encountered by women in _any_
society".

For a "second pass", I'd suggest concentrating on the gender-related
issues, and how the "epic events" of the previous books relate to the
"ordinary lives" of the characters. (_Always Coming Home_ is another book
that examines the disruption of "ordinary life" by the un-ordinary.) Also,
revel in Le Guin's prose. I just loved the description surrounding Weaver
Fan and his name-object.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 21:52:21 GMT
From: v133q3xc@ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (Jeffrey J Miller)
Subject: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

I noticed in the Larry Niven bibliography at the end of _Tales of Known
Space_ that there was a group of stories collected under the heading "Leshy
Circuit" with no explanation. What does this mean? I read two of the
stories and I could see no connection between them.  All the other headings
seemed self-evident.  What does "Leshy Circuit" mean?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 23:59:03 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

v133q3xc@ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (Jeffrey J Miller) writes:
>I noticed in the Larry Niven bibliography at the end of _Tales of Known
>Space_ that there was a group of stories collected under the heading
>"Leshy Circuit" with no explanation. What does this mean? I read two of
>the stories and I could see no connection between them.  All the other
>headings seemed self-evident.  What does "Leshy Circuit" mean?

It is the name of a trading route travelled by Bussard ramjets: 6 worlds
(Horvendile, Kosche, Serada, Miramon Lluagor, Tupan; modulo spelling) plus
Earth.  The names of the Leshe worlds are taken from demi-gods in James
Branch Cabell's fantasies.  Niven wrote most of these stores at about the
time Ballantine republished some of Cabell's stuff in paperback.  As you
note, it is not part of the Known Space series, although it is some of
Niven's best work, in my opinion.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 20:57:57 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

v133q3xc@ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu writes:
>I noticed in the Larry Niven bibliography at the end of _Tales of Known
>Space_ that there was a group of stories collected under the heading
>"Leshy Circuit" with no explanation. What does this mean?

The Leshy (with an accent grave over the "e") are powerful beings in the
fantasy cycle "The Life of Manuel," by James Branch Cabell.

They seem to be sort of workaday gods.  The only one I recall specifically
is Mother Sereda who plays a very major role in Cabell's best-known
(because the subject of an obscenity trial in the '20s) novel, JURGEN.

Jurgen meets Sereda and compliments her, something nobody has ever done
before, and she (whose special province is Wednesdays - see below) grants
him one Wednesday from his past.

I have not read all the volumes of the LIFE (for one thing, I have been
unable to find many of them; a number of them have been out of print for
decades), so my understanding here is Incomplete.  But as near as I can
gather, there is one Leshy for each day of the week *except* the Sabbath; I
presume you know Who is in charge of *that* day.  (Incidentally, Jurgen
*meets* that individual in the course of his adventures.)

What does all this have to do with Niven's stories?

Only this: that the names of the planets, and (I believe) some of the
characters, of these stories are taken from Cabell.  The name "Jaybee
Corbell" is particularly obvious.

I got the impression in some of these stories, and especially "Night on
Mispec Moor," that Niven was attempting to pastiche Cabell's work.  If so,
he should of stood in bed; he's style-deaf, and style is a major part of
the joys of Cabell.

A better, though still unsuccessful, attempt was made by RA Heinlein
shortly before his death: the novel JOB: A COMEDY OF JUSTICE, which is
clearly and consciously patterned after JURGEN.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 06:01:13 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
> The Leshy (with an accent grave over the "e") are powerful beings in the
> fantasy cycle "The Life of Manuel," by James Branch Cabell.

More than that, they are also from Russian folklore, if I'm not mistaken.
(Though my reputation is wavering since that "mithril" thing =). You may
find leshys in C. J. Cherryh's _Rusalka_ and _Chernevog_.

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 22:11:36 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: S.M. Stirling's Draka books

   I've read _Under_the_Yoke,_ and it seemed to me that the ending was a
bit rushed, and also a bit contrived.  Now, I'm about to start reading
_The_ _Stone_Dogs,_ and I'd like to know if anyone out there has any
suggestions or observations to share.
   Does it seem to you that he writes just a little like David Drake?

   Thank you.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 23:46:40 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: S.M. Stirling's Draka books

YOURAA%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
>I've read _Under_the_Yoke,_ and it seemed to me that the ending was a bit
>rushed, and also a bit contrived.  Now, I'm about to start reading _The_
>_Stone_Dogs,_ and I'd like to know if anyone out there has any suggestions
>or observations to share.

If you think the end of _Under the Yoke_ was contrived, wait'll you read
_The Stone Dogs_.  No spoilers, but when you finish the book you may find
the words "idiot plot" drifting inevitably into your mind.  (Not that
Stirling is an idiot, but you'll see one of the characters, after
continually displaying his/her competence throughout the book, suddenly do
something of total, mind-numbing idiocy, and on this hinges the climax of
the book.  Vague enough?)

>     Does it seem to you that he writes just a little like David Drake?

Maybe a _little_.  :-)

I will say that despite the trouble Stirling has with endings, I find the
Draka books darkly compelling.  The idea of a society at least as evil as
anything Hitler or Stalin dreamed up, with all the luck and resources the
US had, is fascinating in a very grim way.  Admittedly, Stirling gives the
Draka more credit than they were due.  For example, their population as of
the early 1800's is too low for the successes they had, and it would have
been _much_ harder for them to expand into Africa than he let it be.  And
there's just no way they could have taken Egypt as early as they did.  Etc.
But given their position at the beginning of World War I (pardon me, The
Great War) their subsequent history seems all too plausible, at least till
the end of _Stone Dogs_.  (Admittedly, it depends on the Draka _never_
making a mistake and _never_ growing decadent, but what's an ultimate evil
for?  :-) ) Stirling paints a fascinating picture of, as Drieser puts it in
_Marching through Georgia_, an "anti-America", in which every choice we
made in our history came out the other way.

Michael S. Schiffer, LHN
aq578@cleveland.freenet.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@usite-next.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 18-Apr  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #143
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA22504; Thu, 18 Apr 91 09:27:25 EDT
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 91 09:27:25 EDT
Message-Id: <9104181327.AA22504@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #143
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 91 09:27:25 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #143
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 18 Apr 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 143

Today's Topics:

		Books - Adams (7 msgs) & Cherryh (2 msgs) &
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 17:19:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #139

   About _Dirk Gently_, did anyone notice some, um, vaguely familiar things
about a few things in this book?  Die-hard Doctor Who fans such as myself
will have noticed some similarities, particularly Professor Chronotis,
between this book and the never-finished-let-alone-released 18th season Who
episode "Shada", also by Mr. Adams.  I saw a couple of the episodes once at
a con; they were awfully funny without the effects, by the way which got me
thinking, and I went back to the program guide.  It's been a long time
since I read _Dirk Gently_ or thought about "Shada" so I can't bring up any
more specifics at the moment.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 20:59:36 GMT
From: dbourgon@cs.tamu.edu (Michael D Bourgon)
Subject: Dirk Gently and the good Dr.

I also noticed that the first Dirk Gently book stole the premise from a
Doctor Who script.  However, the story that I am thinking of isn't Shada,
but rather a story called... well, I don't remember the name offhand, but
it had to do with a creature named Jagaroth, and the plot had the good Dr.
writing "THIS IS A FAKE" on the Mona Lisa with a magic marker. I remember
that he was the script editor on that story, so it tends to validate
itself.  Anyone else?

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 22:19:00 GMT
From: s001532@kowande.bu.oz.au
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

   I have read the book 13 times, so any answer I give probably is
indexical of the truth, but with Douglas Adams, all you can do is guess
anyway.

   Michael Wenton Weaks was taken over by the ghost only when Michael's
feelings resonated perfectly with those of the ghost. This happened when he
was feeling the terrible loss of his father (and subsequently his magazine)
and just happens to pick up a Coleridge anthology.

   Coleridge wrote most of his poems about the ghost (under the ghost's
influence) and so Michael was reading the ghost's sentiments.  That is when
the ghost took him over, and used him to go back in time.

   So, when Dirk caused Coleridge to forget about that particluar poem
caused its disappearance from the anthology, so Michael didn't read it so
he didn't resonate with the ghost so the ghost didn't take him over.

   The result? Michael suddenly disappears from underneath the ghost three
billion years in the past. (Presumably now Ross hasn't been murdured and
Michael is still sitting around at home.) The ghost is left to wander
around the ship until it explodes and he does all the waiting again, only
now there is two of them (as Reg says at the end "in fact, there will
probably be two of them now.", and the ghost (Kubla Kahn) mentions that he
thought himself to be haunted by the ghosts of the others. In fact, he was
haunted by himself. These are very long parentheses.)

   That is the way I see it. The only reason I am not absolutely sure is
because no mention is made of Michael or Ross after that.

   The one thing I don't understand (which is why I am gearing up to read
it again) is why the ship in orbit disappears. God knows I've tried. Does
anyone know his address (Internet or otherwise) where I can reach him? I
know Reg does something when he disappears for that minute or so, to get a
beard and save some of the music. He probably does some stuffing around in
time, unless he plants some dynamite on the ship, but that's not his style.
My guess is he does some meddling even further back, but what?

Jeremy Lee
s001532@kowande.bu.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 23:54:12 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently and the good Dr.

dbourgon@cs.tamu.edu (Michael D Bourgon) writes:
>I also noticed that the first Dirk Gently book stole the premise from a
>Doctor Who script.  However, the story that I am thinking of isn't Shada,
>but rather a story called... well, I don't remember the name offhand, but
>it had to do with a creature named Jagaroth, and the plot had the good Dr.
>writing "THIS IS A FAKE" on the Mona Lisa with a magic marker. I remember
>that he was the script editor on that story, so it tends to validate
>itself.  Anyone else?

The episode was "City Of Death", and Adams co-wrote the episode.

The creature, by the way, was named Scaroth, and was of the (long-extinct)
race called the Jagaroth.

Michael Rawdon
Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana		 
rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Internet)
CS6FECU@TCSVM (Bitnet)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 02:50:14 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
> How did distracting Coleridge keep the alien ghost from successfully
> changing the past with the time machine?

It was the second verse of Kubla Khan (the "second and far stranger
section", as it was described during the commemorative dinner at the
beginning of the book) that was hypnotic, and put its hearers into a state
sufficiently receptive that the ghost could take them over.

Since Coleridge was distracted, he never got to write the second verse,
Michael whatsisname Wednesday-week never heard it and the ghost never
possessed him, so the ghost didn't get to abort the development of all life
on Earth.

Pretty twisted, but that's the way it was.

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA   
1-508-967-5278
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 21:50:37 GMT
From: thomas@qut.edu.au
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

> The one thing I don't understand (which is why I am gearing up to read it
> again) is why the ship in orbit disappears. God knows I've tried.  Does
> anyone know his address (Internet or otherwise) where I can reach him? I
> know Reg does something when he disappears for that minute or so, to get
> a beard and save some of the music. He probably does some stuffing around
> in time, unless he plants some dynamite on the ship, but that's not his
> style. My guess is he does some meddling even further back, but what?

Reg goes back and does some further meddling that completely destroys that
time line (thus the ship).  The meddling he does is that he becomes one of
the great composers (I think Bach if memory serves me right).  So he is
able to save the music by incorporating it into history through a new
musician.  The ship explodes because of all of the meddling in time.  At
least these are my explanations.

Au revoir.
Richard Thomas
richard@water.fit.qut.edu.au
R.Thomas@qut.edu.au 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 08:56:01 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
> The one thing I don't understand (which is why I am gearing up to read it
> again) is why the ship in orbit disappears.  I know Reg does something
> when he disappears for that minute or so, to get a beard and save some of
> the music. He probably does some stuffing around in time, unless he
> plants some dynamite on the ship, but that's not his style. My guess is
> he does some meddling even further back, but what?

I think he did dynamite the ship, though it's hard to tell.  He certainly
sabotaged it in some way.  When he disappeared for those few minutes, he
traveled to the ship and recorded a fair amount of the music and performed
some kind of sabotage; travelled back to the 18th century, grew a beard and
lived out the life of J.S. Bach to preserve the music, then returned to the
outside of Coleridge's house to wait for Dirk to finish.  (And, also,
incidentally, to watch the ship explode because of his sabotage).

When the ship explodes, he kind of mutters an apology to Richard under his
breath, I think for not preserving any more of the music, and for
destroying its source.  But even then, he acknowledges that what he saved
was more than one person could really have produced during a lifetime.
(I'm kind of fuzzy on the details about this, I've only read the book six
times now, after all :-).

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA   
1-508-967-5278
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 17:59:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Read Cyteen first?

sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) writes:
> I just received _Cyteen_ which I had ordered from a mailorder bookstore.
> The cover blurb says that is is a "successor to Downbelow Station".  Now,
> I'm wondering whether I should wait until I have bought and read the
> predecessor or are they fairly independent works.  The wording on the
> blurb ("successor", not "sequel") would suggest the latter.
>
> The backcover blurbs also suggest that Cherryh has written other books in
> the same universe.  Anyone got a list of those other books?  Are they
> good (I haven't read anything by her, yet; I only have heard positive
> comments on _Cyteen_)?

In my opinion, Cyteen would not make sense unless you have read SOME books
in her universe. The main concept you need to get is that of the Azi -
their tragedy and their possibilities. For me, Downbelow Station was a
pretty ordinary book _except_ for the chilling ideas it suggested in this
context.

Cyteen is much better written <IMHO>. Downbelow station had a lot of dead
spots where nothing much happened. Also has too much of the absolute good
meets absolute bad flavour to it. Cute little animals <or rather aliens>
threatened by heartless evil etc. Cyteen is much more ambiguous.  In Cyteen
I also had the feeling that even if I did not understand the significance
of each event, everything was significant. No wasted words.  You might want
to read some other books in her universe like 'Serpent's Reach', 'Voyager
in the Night', '40,000 in Gehanna', 'Hunter of Worlds', etc. to get a
better feel for the kind of issues she deals with.

Happy reading. You have discovered one of the better authors in the field.

Hari

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 06:57:01 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: RE: Cherryh, order of reading?


sutela@polaris.utu.fi (Kari Sutela) writes:
>The backcover blurbs also suggest that Cherryh has written other books in
>the same universe.  Anyone got a list of those other books?  Are they good

So far, people haven't mentioned "Merchanter's Luck", a very good one, I
think. Yes, they are good. Although, as someone has said, these are more or
less independent novels, it may still be best to read them in order. You
could check Books in Print for the publishing dates (I think they are in
there) or, failing that, get hold of the actual books and look at the
relevant page.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 17:41:03 GMT
From: thomas@qut.edu.au
Subject: Re: Dickson

NOWAKO09@snybufva.BITNET (Joseph Nowakowski) writes:
> Has Dickson ever written about his philosophy as it comes through in the
> Childe Cycle? Not the essays in the back of the paperbacks that are by
> someone else *about* him but somthing straight from the horse's mouth?

I understand that the Childe Cycle comes out of a masters of Philosophy/
Theology (?) thesis that he worked on once.  I don't think that he ever
finished the thesis or that it was ever published, but he may have
something floating around with his ideas in it.

Au revoir.

Richard Thomas
richard@water.fit.qut.edu.au
R.Thomas@qut.edu.au 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 19:53:47 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: (Long reply to) Re: Dick and Dickson

>Now, since Gordon Dickson has come out with another in the excellent
>Childe Cycle

Is there a new Cycle book out after The Chantry Guild that I don't know
about?  I haven't seen any in the local bookshops or libraries.  If so,
could you give me the publisher's name and title of the book?

>I'd like to throw out a question about his philosophy in the series.

Dickson's Childe Cycle series comprises my absolute favorite SF work,
especially Soldier Ask Not and The Final Encyclopedia.  I don't claim to
know much about his philosopy of this series, nor do I neccessarily agree
with his creativity reigns supreme thesis, but I find the books thought
provoking and that's what I like in my SF.  The few times I've posted
things about this series, however, I've gotten VERY little response leading
me to conclude that most people don't like the Childe books.  Surprisingly,
I don't really like much of his other writings.

Aside from not knowing what his philosophy in the Childe series is, I'm
plain curious as to whether or not Dickson really holds these views
personally.  Some of the Netters go to conferences where he shows up;
anyone have any personal insights about him?  I tend to think that he does
actually believe the main thesis of the Cycle because any time I've read
something which an author writes about so passionatly, it seems more
personal than just the development of a good story line.

>He (Dickson) seems to be saying that 1) There is a dichotomy in human life
>between the forces of Creativity and Conservation, and, 2) The force of
>Creativity is 'good' and Conservation is 'evil' because change will help
>the human race evolve as it expands into the galaxy and Conservation will
>cause man to collapse in on himself and stagnate.

Hummm, I'm don't think I would use the labels Creativity vs. Conservation,
but rather Growth vs. Isolationism (note the capitals in similar spirit to
yours.)  I think Dickson sees creativity as the driving force to growth and
development - becoming a Childe.

>I find that argument unusual. You would think that Donal (in all his
>incarnations) would be fighting for a union of these forces to produce a
>complete human society.

Naw, that's just your late 20th century occidental cultural / ideological
relativism showing through ;^).  A union of Dickson's thesis, as embodied
in Paul, Donal, Hal, etc., and his antithesis, embodied in Walter, William,
Bleys, etc., are logically impossible; hence the conflict.

>It seems that Change withut constraints can be just as disastrous as No
>Change that leads to stagnation.

If my Growth vs. Isolationism metaphor holds, one sees that he isn't
promoting change without constraints, but rather Growth in the positive
sense of the word (capital G, not g).  This Growth is best encapsuled as
Hal, just as the Isolationism is best embodied as Bleys.

Bleys isn't against growth, but Growth.  He wouldn't have anything against,
say a new form of ground transport, but rather the type of Growth, frought
with potential for disaster, that Hal wants to lead people into.  This
kind of Growth can also lead to total prardigm shifts of how Man perceives
himself in relationship to the universe.

Bleys suffered something like an acute case of having gone through the
total perspective vortex and was overwhelmed by the universe's sheer size.
This led him to isolationism - to a size and level of complexity that could
be managed by mere humans.  However, he disguised this by pretending to be
just some kind of Mob boss interested only in power, money, etc.  That's
why he was so surprised when Hal saw through the whole thing to his real
purpose in his actions.

Of course neither Hal nor Bleys are really independent agents in this
struggle, they're just incarnations of the "race animal's" experimentation
to see which alternative is more viable.  Hal is convinced that
isolationism is a sure route to death.  The problem Hal discovered as Donal
is that he can't force people into the state of "Childe" but must lead and
point the way for others to follow.  First he needs to find that way
himself: enter the final encyclopedia as his main tool to accomplish this.

BTW, I'd like to toss out some observations about The Chantry Guild for
others' comments.  I found the book to be less well crafted than most of
the others.  In particular, I'm thinking about the only real action scene
in the whole book, with the garrison out and about.  I got the distinct
feeling that scene was just thrown in to break up the otherwise rather slow
pace of the book.  It never fit and that whole business with the hypnosis
just plain got out of hand.

Maybe he felt he had to throw something like that in as most of his other
books are rather fast paced, at least in many places, but it fizzled by my
account.  Personally, I don't mind slow books at all if they're thought
provoking, but I'm aware that is a rare minority taste.  The only real
tedious part I found was the stupid rescue mission on the garrison.

>Has Dickson ever written about his philosophy as it comes through in the
>Childe Cycle? Not the essays in the back of the paperbacks that are by
>someone else *about* him but somthing straight from the horse's mouth?

Not that I know of; and I like to know about it if some references exist.
I read an account of how one person just called directory assistance and
asked for an phone number for Dickson and actually got one.  An assistant
answered the call, but Gordon himself called back an hour or so later.  He
lives in the Minniapolis/St Paul area, I think.  You might give it a try.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------
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                    Wolfe (2 msgs) & Zelazny &
                    Man-Kzin Wars (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 05:05:44 GMT
From: tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner)
Subject: M.A.R. Barker (EPT)

I have two books by M.A.R. Barker, Flamesong and The Man of Gold.  Are
there anymore?  What ever happend to this person?  Thanks.

Ryan
tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 17:04:02 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Mick Farren's "Necrom"

Has anyone else read "Necrom" by Mick Farren?  Any opinions?  I just got
done reading it and found it to be reasonably fast-paced and moderately
enjoyable.  However, the ending seemed a bit of a letdown in so far as
there was a sort of central mystery running through the book and all sorts
of diverse and yet presumably related things happening to the protagonist,
but there was neither (at least in my mind) a satisfactory explanation for
the central mystery or any real explanation of how the other events that
the main character was dragged into tied together or with the mainline of
the plot.  I guess what I'm really saying is that the book seems to leave
an awful lot of loose ends and I get the feeling that there ought to be
(horrors!) a sequel.  Does anyone know if there is/will be one?

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 17:20:04 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: War Against the Chtorr

Does anyone know when the fourth book of the series will be released?

I just finished "A Rage for Revenge" and found it to be very interesting to
say the least.

Marc Wiz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 23:44:48 GMT
From: PAKLAA01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Paige Klaas)
Subject: Guy Gavriel Kay

Right around Christmas time I read Kay's book _Tigana_.  I was subsequently
off the net for a while.  This was probably discussed during that interim.
If so, I apologize and if someone would be so kind as to e-mail me the
answer. :)

And now for the question:

I've read Kay's Fionavor Tapestry and, as I mentioned above, Tigana, and I
like his style.  Does anyone know if he has anything else out (I think he's
rather new?) and/or if he's going to be putting anything new out soon.
While I'm at it, I haven't looked in the book stores recently, but does
anyone know if/when Tigana is coming out in paperback?  (My landlord
doesn't like it when I buy all the authors I like in hardback.)

Again, I apologize if this has already been discussed.  Thanks!

Paige Ann Klaas
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 15:10:23 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

PAKLAA01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Paige Klaas) writes:
>And now for the question:
>I've read Kay's Fionavor Tapestry and, as I mentioned above, Tigana, and I
>like his style.  Does anyone know if he has anything else out (I think
>he's rather new?) and/or if he's going to be putting anything new out
>soon.  While I'm at it, I haven't looked in the book stores recently, but
>does anyone know if/when Tigana is coming out in paperback?  (My landlord
>doesn't like it when I buy all the authors I like in hardback.)

   Rumour has it that Guy Kay is in France, working on his next book.
Alas, the mutual friend I share with Mr. Kay did not say what Kay was
working on specifically (I think the phrase might have been 'None of your
damn business.  Buy the book.'). Next time, it's hot tongs and tabasco
sauce for the source of my unsubstantiated rumour, because clearly the
razor wire isn't having the effect I want.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 21:17:49 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

Oscar.Cwajbaum@bbs.acs.unc.edu (Oscar Cwajbaum) writes:
>Also, when's Misty's next book coming out?

There is going to be another Diana Tregare book released in May, and the
first in a new series following By the Sword, called, I believe The Mage
Winds Trilogy, to be released in hardbound in November.

Melinda Miller
6600lysa%ucsbuxa@hub.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 23:17:45 GMT
From: xck16@ccvax.iastate.edu
Subject: Retief of the CDT

I have read and enjoyed several books by Keith Laumer about Retief of the
CDT, a diplomat of Terra helping spread good will and Yankee-type baseball
stadiums across the galaxy, while specializing in correcting the mistakes
of his superiors, often against their will(gasp!).  Now that everyone knows
what I'm talking about, does anyone have a complete list of these books?

Thanks.

Jim Miller
xck16@isuvax.iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 15:39:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Subject: Tehanu (General Spoilers for EarthSea)

Aside from being completely appalled by it being in the children's section
(where Earthsea doesn't quite belong; young adult, maybe), there is a very
subtle point in Tehanu were the dragon Kalessin calls Ged 'Segoy'.  Segoy
is the maker of names, who created the structure of Earthsea.  Thus, Ged
found the ring of Ereth-Akebe, and brought the King back to Havnor (Tombs
of Atuan and The Farthest Shore); the third thing he seems to have done is
to chance the nature of Earthsea when he closed that hole in reality.

Which is why it is possible for Ged to stop being Archmage and still be
alive, and why the Mages haven't clued in to what is going on, and why
Kalessin is being so interventionist(I think!).  Also note the comments
that get made about the relatedness of man and dragon kinds.  The point
isn't so much that Tehanu will be archmage, but that the nature of magic
has changed, and that someone (Tehanu) is going to have to come as the
messenger of that change.  (Hence 'Last Book' - the place and people are
still there, but it isn't the same Earthsea.)

All of which is, of course, IMHO.  Got to keep in mind I'm trying to second
guess Pandora. :] (what Le Guin calls herself in the from-the-author notes
in Always coming home.)

saundrsg@qucdn.queensu.ca
saundrsg@qucdn.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 16:24:30 GMT
From: eppstein@wormwood.ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein)
Subject: Re: Tehanu (General Spoilers for EarthSea)

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA (Graydon) writes:
> There is a very subtle point in Tehanu were the dragon Kalessin calls Ged
> 'Segoy'.  Segoy is the maker of names, who created Earthsea.

You have it backwards, I think.  Kalessin is Segoy.  Ged is (only) human.

David Eppstein
UC Irvine
Info & Computer Science
eppstein@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 17:35:05 GMT
From: uswnvg!dfpedro@uunet.uu.net (Donn Pedro)
Subject: Re: Tehanu - Le Guin

MLW@MATH.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:
>The sorts of things that made sense were the picture UKL paints of a
>feudal society with grand isolation.  I have no problems in that context
>with her neighbors forgetting her foreignness (Tenar's) after 25 years as
>a farmers wife.  I don't even have too much trouble with her transition TO
>farmer's wife, or her taking in of the sorely harmed waif.  The sense
>starts to falter with the references surrounding the child.

To me, the child was an unknown, not really necessary to the story.  The
whole plot associating her with Kalessan didn't seem to fit right. Kallesan
has been al part of Ged's life since they first met.  I understand his
involvement with Ged, and with Tenar.

I did end up waiting through the whold book for Tenar to be discovered a
dragon.  The innumerable hints got a little tiresome.

>The foreshadowing of the star Tehanu, the mages looking for 'a woman of
>Gont.  Even with all of the great changes occurring -the new king, the
>vanished archmage, the story of the woman of Kemay, Ogion's passing, it
>seems to me that this is a not-very-good grafting of "The search for the
>next archmage" and a "Some of the problems encountered by an abused child
>in a feudal society."  The story doesn't seem to evolve from a central
>point, or weave its diverse elements into a well focused whole.

Not as well as the first three books.  

That is the feeling I was left with.  The story was hard to follow and did
not resolve many things for me.  The story did revolve around Tenar's
relationship with Tehanu.  But I think the future of Ged is still
unresolved.

I did enjoy the insights into how power is different for males and females,
the relationship between the power of Mages and thier sexuality, and the
ultimate price Ged paid to heal the world.

I will re-read the story.  I hope I enjoy it more the next time.

One final nit.  They changed the art.  It should have been the same artist
and interior art as the first three paperbacks.

dfpedro@uswnvg.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 00:50:38 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, net.god {retired})
Subject: Re: Tehanu (General Spoilers for EarthSea)

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA (Graydon) writes:
>All of which is, of course, IMHO.  Got to keep in mind I'm trying to
>second guess Pandora. :] (what Le Guin calls herself in the
>from-the-author notes in Always coming home.)

If you want to know what Le Guin thinks about it, pick up the first issue
of MONAD, a critical journal edited by Damon Knight and published by
Pulphouse.  She's got an essay on Tehanu that explains why it is what it is
that was fascinating (even to me, who hasn't read the book yet)

MONAD, in general, is pretty good, if a bit eclectic.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 01:01:24 GMT
From: tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee)
Subject: Re: Tehanu (General Spoilers for EarthSea)

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA writes:
>Aside from being completely appalled by it being in the children's section
>(where Earthsea doesn't quite belong; young adult, maybe), there is a very
>subtle point in Tehanu were the dragon Kalessin calls Ged 'Segoy'.

   True, it's sad to see Earthsea get put in with the children's books.
It's something like hearing Doctor Who called a children's program, but on
the other hand it's like seeing very mature ideas in _The Phantom
Tollbooth_ or on "Sesame Street."

   *Tehanu* called *Kalessin* "Segoy".

>All of which is, of course, IMHO.  Got to keep in mind I'm trying to
>second guess Pandora. :] (what Le Guin calls herself in the
>from-the-author notes in Always coming home.)

   True again!  Pandora is the author, and only she knows what she will do.
I'd love to find out what happens next, but maybe Le Guin will write it,
and maybe she won't.

Tom Lee
BITNET: TAB47@ISUVAX
Internet: tjlee@iastate.edu
          tab47@ccvax.iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 14:59:55 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>> It is the name of a trading route travelled by Bussard ramjets: 6 worlds
>> (Horvendile, Kosche, Serada, Miramon Lluagor, Tupan; modulo spelling)
>> plus Earth. The names of the Leshe worlds are taken from demi-gods in
>> James Branch Cabell's fantasies. Niven wrote most of these stores at
>> about the time Ballentine republished some of Cabell's stuff in
>> paperback. As you note, it is not part of the Known Space series,
>> although it is some of Niven's best work, in my opinion.
>
>I've never even seen this; was it published in paperback as a collection?
>How long ago?  Why hasn't it hit the reprint route by now when all the
>rest of Niven's good stuff is being churned out over and over again?

   Ask, and ye shall receive. The Leshy Circuit stories are:

      Passerby (1969, collected in All the Myriad Ways)
      The Fourth Profession (1972, collected in A Hole in Space)
      Night on Mispek Moor (1974, collected in Covergent Series) 
      A World Out of Time (1976)

   Note that 'A World Out of Time' was originally published as 'Rammer'
(collected in 'A Hole in Space') and 'Children of the State', which I don't
think ever was collected in a non-novel form. I am not very sure of the
correct collection titles for Mispek Moor or Rammer, since my collection is
not near me. As well, although A World Out of Time is listed as a Leshy
Circuit novel, its history and that shown in the other stories do not seem
reconcilable.

   Sources:

      The Science Fiction Encyclopedia         Peter Nicholls
      The Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction    David Pringle

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 00:58:01 GMT
From: dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

jdnicoll@watyew (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>Ask, and ye shall receive. The Leshy Circuit stories are:
>
>   Passerby (1969, collected in All the Myriad Ways)
>   The Fourth Profession (1972, collected in A Hole in Space)
>   Night on Mispek Moor (1974, collected in Covergent Series) 
>   A World Out of Time (1976)

I would also include _Integral Trees_ and _Smoke Ring_.  Although it is not
explicitly stated, it is clear that these stories take place in the same
universe as aWooT.  Also, as I recall, there are some things in _Legacy of
Hearot_ that would tend to indicate that it is in the Leshy Circuit
universe as well.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 05:40:28 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: S.M. Stirling's Draka books

I have a problem with these books which is similar to one I have with
Drake's books: To what extent am I reading them in hopes of a good story,
and to what extent am I just engaging in a repellent form of voyeurism?

I did like the "yesterday's tomorrow" postscript: Although it's far from
obvious, Stirling has portrayed a world that made it's major technological
decisions too early and some of them were the wrong decisions.  (For
example, their computers are not stored-program machines.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 06:24:40 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric SASSAMAN)
Subject: Judith Tarr's _Alamut_ - any good?

I've heard that Judith Tarr's _Dagger & the Cross_ is pretty good.  How is
_Alamut_? Is it a must-read? Rate it 1-5 stars.

Eric Sassaman
Microsoft OS/2 Systems Support

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 14:08:21 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Magic vs. Hardware (was: Re: Campbell)

cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller) writes:
> You missed what I would have chosen as the obvious series in this
> sub-genre: Wolfe's Severian series, _Shadow of the Torturer_, _Claw of
> the Conciliator_, _Sword of the Lictor_, and _Citadel of the Autarch_;
> plus _The Book of the New Urth_.

I may have left it out on purpose.  I read the first four books and found
they pretty bad (so you ask: why did I keep reading and just buy _The Book
of the New Urth_ at a bargain bin? Beats me).

The basic idea was weak (why, why, why are the Middle Ages the only future
anyone can foresee?)

There was almost no continuity (I remember at the end of one book he is
jumped by someone and it is never mentioned again)

The story line is confusing (he spends pages setting up interesting
characters and they just vanish for no reason)

The chronology is deliberately confusing (he is going forward in his life,
but seems to indicate that it's all happened before)

He mentioned incidents as happening, but then I keep going back and I can't
find them.

Well it just goes on and on.  Reading is so subjective. I just didn't enjoy
them, but you're right - there was a lot of science posing as magic.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 21:53:04 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Sword with Terminus Est

I was just reading Gene Wolfe's Shadow of the Torturer.  The sword with the
engraving called Terminus Est was mentioned.  The name rings a bell; where
did I hear this name before?  The only famous swords I can think of are
Excalibur, and Roland's sword (name starts with a C, I think) Anyone who
can help me on this one?

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 23:27:48 GMT
From: enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf)
Subject: Zelazny-Final Amber novel

Yes, the final book is (not out) to be released by Morrow Books in
hardcover in December 1991.  The title is _Prince of Chaos_

These are the facts.

Andy Wolf

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 17:40:48 GMT
From: pcp2g@astsun.astro.virginia.edu (Phil Plait)
Subject: Man-Kzin Wars #4 ???

Does anyone out there in netland know if and when the fourth book of this
series comes out? I have really enjoyed the other three and hope it goes on
for a while.

While we're on it, anyone know any inside stories about the books - stuff
like rejected stories, what Niven wants to see, etc?

Phil Plait
PCP2G@astsun.acc.virginia.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 22:51:26 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Howard S Modell)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars #4 ???

pcp2g@astsun.astro.Virginia.EDU (Phil Plait) writes:
> Does anyone out there in netland know if and when the fourth book of this
> series comes out?

According to the latest LOCUS, Real Soon Now (on the order of a few weeks
or months. I apologize for the grossness of the estimate, I don't have my
copy here at work).

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Adams (2 msgs) & Chester Anderson &
                        Barker & Cherryh & Kay & Kerr & Lackey &
                        Laumer & Le Guin & Moorcock & Niven (2 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 14:21:59 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently question

I remember seeing Adams at a con long ago - the Worldcon in Chicago, 1982,
maybe?  He seemed to be rather overwhelmed by the hordes of SF fans who
showed up to hear him speak.  One of the things he said was something like,
"I don't consider myself a science fiction writer. I'm a humor writer who
uses science fiction forms.  Calling me a science fiction writer is kind of
like saying Monty Python makes historical movies."

Nevertheless, unless you hold the perverse opinion that humorous novels and
science fiction novels are mutually exclusive categories, then the HHG
books and DGHDA certainly are in both.  "Long Dark Tea-Time", on the other
hand, is better described as fantasy.

(There's a key word for you: "Described".  Does it serve any purpose to
split hairs over whether, for example, a time machine equates to science
fiction or to fantasy?  Hard-and-fast categorization and exclusion of the
creative works of others is the pastime of the ignorant.  The true function
of labels is to describe, and "science fiction" and "humorous" both do
describe "Dirk Gently").

Rich Holmes
Syracuse U. Physics Dept.
rich@suhep.bitnet
rich@suhep.phy.syr.edu
rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 01:36:55 GMT
From: joeh@physiol.su.oz.au (Joe Hoh)
Subject: Re: Dirk Gently and the good Dr.

dbourgon@cs.tamu.edu (Michael D Bourgon) writes:
> I also noticed that the first Dirk Gently book stole the premise from a
> Doctor Who script.  However, the story that I am thinking of isn't Shada,
> but rather a story called... well, I don't remember the name offhand, but
> it had to do with a creature named Jagaroth, and the plot had the good
> Dr. writing "THIS IS A FAKE" on the Mona Lisa with a magic marker. I
> remember that he was the script editor on that story, so it tends to
> validate itself.  Anyone else?

Douglas Adams was the script editor of the Doctor Who season which included
a Dr. Chronotis (from Shada, never filmed) as a character not unlike Reg,
Jagaroth from City of Death being a direct analogue to the alien in Dirk
Gently, and numerous other quirks.  The plot of City of Death was basically
used in the first Dirk Gently book: Jagaroth (last of the Scaroth) blows up
his ship in prehistoric Earthtime, and somehow survives throughout history
(by being splintered into seven pieces).  Unfortunately, his efforts to go
back in time (via a convenient Time-Lord [Doctor Who/Reg]) after trying to
meddle in human affairs for a LONG time (being Leonardo da
Vinci/influencing Samuel Taylor Coleridge) threatens the very existence of
life on this planet.

It must be noted that the script editors of Doctor Who usually are the ones
who think up plot structures and characters with the producer.  And I
distinctly remember this particular season (which included the Doctor
mucking around with Renaissance history) was unusually funny.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 17:52:25 GMT
From: whheydt@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Death of Chester Anderson

For those who have read "The Butterfly Kid", there is bad news.  Chester
Anderson died last Thursday.

For those who haven't read that delightful book, I suggest you do so.  It's
the first of what became known as the "Our Gang" trilogy.  The other two
books are "The Unicorn Girl" by Michael Kurland and "The Probablility Pad"
by Tom Waters.  Randall Garrett used to make occasional noises about
writing a fourth book.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whheydt@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 02:46:18 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: M.A.R. Barker

Whatever happened to MAR Barker?

I "think" that he's still teaching Urdu and maybe even Arabic at the
University of Minnesota.

I remember seeing him at a couple of local conventions a few years back.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 10:16:22 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: RE: Cherryh, order of reading?

_The Pride of Chanur_, and the trilogy that follows - _Chanur's Venture_,
_The Kif Strike Back_ [!] and _Chanur's Homecoming_.  This 'trilogy' is
really just one book - each book ends just about mid-scene.  You should
have all three on hand before starting [preferably all four, if you include
the standalone 'Pride'.

I know some people who were put of by the alien viewpoint, and the short
choppy sentences.  I was enthralled.  It's a terrific series.  It has a
partial connection with the Alliance/Union space, but its wealth lies in
the inter-relationships between vicious and barely cooperating races.  The
Kif are particularly nasty, but even they pale alongside the Knnn.  I like
the Mahendo'Sat, especially the way they manipulate anyone and everyone for
their own gain, and the way Cherryh portrayed them as having instilled
their own mythology into the differeny [oxygen breathing] races - rotting
in a Mahen Hell.  It's just got a certain ring to it!  :-)

If you liked _Downbelow Station_, and _Merchanters Luck_, you'll like the
Chanur sequence.

I wasn't pleased with _40,000 in Gehenna_, which is sort of a prequel to
_Cyteen_, but the latter made up for it.  A stunning book, really thought
provoking, much of it understated.  I've stated before that I am not
normally fond of political machinations, but this book reeked of it, and
was wonderful.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 22:36:27 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

PAKLAA01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Paige Klaas) writes:
>I've read Kay's Fionavor Tapestry and, as I mentioned above, Tigana, and I
>like his style.  Does anyone know if he has anything else out (I think
>he's rather new?) and/or if he's going to be putting anything new out
>soon.  While I'm at it, I haven't looked in the book stores recently, but
>does anyone know if/when Tigana is coming out in paperback?  (My landlord
>doesn't like it when I buy all the authors I like in hardback)

I checked yesterday, and Tigana was not yet out in paperback.  Of course,
since it takes a couple of months for anything to get in here in Santa
Barbara, it might be out for the rest of the world, and not out for us here
yet.

As far as I know, Kay hasn't written anything else.  I think he helped
Christopher Tolkien on the Silmarilian, but that doesn't really count, does
it?

Melinda Miller

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 21:35:29 GMT
From: klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Kathy Madison)
Subject: Re: _the deverry saga_... *help*!!

Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero) writes:
>Unfortunately I don't know about Ireland, but in the US the third book
>came out as _The Bristling Wood_ and the fourth as _The Dragon Revenant_.
>Last I looked, the latter was available in US bookstores in normal
>paperback so maybe it'll turn up over there.  It IS the last book, btw so
>no more cliffhanger.

I heard the name of the 4th book in the UK, etc, was Dragonspell.  I kind
of like the way all of them have ...Spell in the names.  It is indeed in
regular paperback here (although I didn't wait).  However, saying it
doesn't have a cliffhanger is not completely true.  At least, when I have
been re-reading all 4 books in the past week or so, I've noticed *a lot* of
hints - people getting sudden 'dweomer' feelings about wars to come, or
certain situations...
 
Just in case people haven't read all these parts: (from various of the
novels, I will try to attribute)

In all the books, Rhodry's Wyrd = Eldidd's Wyrd but, nothing has really
been done with that yet.

Somewhere, Jill had the feeling she would be seeing more of the elves.  And
(it must have been book 1), I noticed that Nevyn said something to Aderyn
about Jill possibly being his successor!

In the last book, I believe, Cullyn gets the feeling that he and
Calonderiel will be going to war together.  It's this last point that makes
me think that Katharine Kerr might have been setting up a new situation
(war with the elves or against someone else with the elves as allies) where
Rhodry's elven blood would be important (also from hints Nevyn has
dropped).  If the new series (next month?!  I can't wait!) is indeed 40
years in the future, I will be disappointed about all the missing
possibilties, plus the (romantic) notion that Rhodry and Jill would someday
be able to get together <sigh>.

I'd love to hear other little tidbits of future sensing from the books, or
any concrete information about upcoming books.

Kathy Madison
klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu
USERKLM@UMICHUM.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 22:44:50 GMT
From: 6600lysa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (usagi)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

Just to amend what I posted before.  The latest issue of Queen's Own, the
Mercedes Lackey fan newsletter, just came yesterday, along with a whole
bunch of new information.

So, the first of the Mage Winds series is scheduled to be released in
October, along with another Diana Tregarde book called Jinx High, from Tor.
I don't remember who is publishing the Mage Winds book.  In November is due
a book that is a collaboration between Misty and Andre Norton, again from
Tor.  That's as correct and up to date as I know of.

Melinda Miller

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 03:10:45 GMT
From: ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Retief of the CDT

xck16@CCVAX.IASTATE.EDU writes:
> I have read and enjoyed several books by Keith Laumer about Retief of the
> CDT, a diplomat of Terra helping spread good will and Yankee-type
> baseball stadiums across the galaxy, while specializing in correcting the
> mistakes of his superiors, often against their will(gasp!).  Now that
> everyone knows what I'm talking about, does anyone have a complete list
> of theses books?

I don't know if this is a complete list, but these are the ones I have
read: 

Retief and the Pangalactic Pageant of Pulchritude, 278 pages
Retief: Diplomat at Arms
Retief at Large, 440, Short stories.
Retief in the Ruins, 247, Three stories.
Retief: Emissary to the Stars, 270, Short stories.
Retief and the Warlords, 266
Retief: Envoy to New Worlds, 245, Short stories.
Retief to the Rescue, 250
Retief's War, 218
The Return of Retief, 221
Reward for Retief, 340

Enjoy reading them!

Rex Croft
VMS systems programmer
University of Waikato
Hamilton, New Zealand
CCC_REX@waikato.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 22:22:03 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Tehanu - Le Guin (POSSIBLE SPOILERS)

Someone recently posted some thoughts on Ursula Le Guin's _Tehanu_, the
last book in the Earthsea series.

Unfortunately, I lost your original posting, so I'll try to reconstruct
what I can of it.

You express surprise that _Tehanu_ would be placed in the children's
section at the library.  You don't say exactly why.  A lot of people have
been shocked at the violence and the darkness of _Tehanu_.  I can
understand this, but the first three books are no picnic either.  I read _A
Wizard of Earthsea_ when I was about twelve, and found it terrifying and
full of dread.  There's a lot of pain and violence in all the books, none
of which is easily or simply resolved.  (One of the things I love about
_The Tombs of Atuan_ is the denouement, in which, even after Tenar is
"safe" and "free" she still feels a great deal of ambivalence about what
she has done and what has happened to her.)  I think that Le Guin believes
that it's perfectly appropriate for children to read about pain and death
and dread; in her essay, "The Child and the Shadow" she describes a Hans
Andersen story and then writes: "Now that is an extra- ordinarily cruel
story.  A story about insanity, ending in humiliation and death.  Is it a
story for children?  Yes, it is.  It's a story for anyone who's listening."
To me, the distinction between good children's literature and good adult
literature is not great.  I read a lot of chilren's books, on the theory
children's literature can be good literature and you shouldn't cut yourself
off from it just because you're an adult.  The main difference, it seems to
me, is in the assumptions the author can make about what the reader can
understand and appreciate; what kind of experience can you assume for a
particular audience?

Anyway, about _Tehanu_.  You also express some dissatisfaction with the way
the story of Tenar and the abused young girl are linked with the "bigger"
story of the search for the new archmage and what seem to be great changes
in the magic of Earthsea and so forth.  I agree with you somewhat on this.
It didn't quite work for me, either.  The interesting thing to me is that
of all the people that I've talked to about the book, everyone has had
different ideas about what is happening at the end.  Are all the men losing
their magic?  Is Therru/Tehanu the "woman on Gont" or is Tenar?  Is Therru
to be the new archmage?  Will there be a new archmage at all?  Is Therru's
power "magic," or is it a new kind of power which combines women's magic
and men's magic?  I'm not really sure about any of this.  But I think that
Le Guin made a deliberate decision to show the of these "great events" as
centering on the overtly weak, small and insignificant.

One thing to note: Sparrowhawk and Therru are both scarred while very
young.  Tenar is scarred too, though not physically, by her experiences as
priestess of the tombs.

Food for thought, anway.

Janet Lafler
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 08:48:00 GMT
From: WFL4468@tntech.bitnet (HONORS PROGRAM COMPUTER SPECIALIST)
Subject: Re: Michael Moorcock.

Moorcock's latest Elric book is called _Revenge_of_the_Rose_.  At Georgia
Fantasy Con last summer, he read one chapter to us.  There is another
printed in the program.  I'll spare any spoilers, since I don't remember
much.  It is due for publication very soon, if memory serves.  You haven't
experienced an Elric novel until you've heard him read one.  While he's far
from a great public speaker (and makes no claims to be), it is truly
awesome to hear him read the stories.  Don't miss a chance to see him in
person.  He's a blast to talk with.  Linda (his wife, formerly Harlan
Ellison's secretary) is fun too.

Bill Langston

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 15:01:44 GMT
From: james@castle.ed.ac.uk (J Gillespie)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>What does all this have to do with Niven's stories?
>
>Only this: that the names of the planets, and (I believe) some of the
>characters, of these stories are taken from Cabell.  The name "Jaybee
>Corbell" is particularly obvious.

Minor nitpick: in the original short story "Rammer", his name was Corbett,
not Corbell, although it does look kind of suspicious now that you point
it out.  In "A World Out of Time", he was suddenly Corbell, and had come up
with a title for himself for which CORBELL was the acronym (I can't
remember all of it, but the last two words were Lousy Loser).

>I got the impression in some of these stories, and especially "Night on
>Mispec Moor," that Niven was attempting to pastiche Cabell's work.  If so,
>he should of stood in bed; he's style-deef, and style is a major part of
>the joys of Cabell.

*** MINOR SPOILER ***

I've never read any Cabell, but "Night on Mispec Moor", from the
information given in the story, seemed to me to use the setting as a
backdrop for another of Niven's science-based plots, i.e. the use of
spectrum cure.  And at that, he didn't quite borrow the setting wholesale;
it states in the story that when humans colonised that particular trading
circuit of worlds, they consciously named them and many places on them from
Cabell's stories.

James Gillespie
Edinburgh University
james@ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 02:08:11 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann) writes:
jdnicoll@watyew (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>>Ask, and ye shall receive. The Leshy Circuit stories are:
>>   Passerby (1969, collected in All the Myriad Ways)
>>   The Fourth Profession (1972, collected in A Hole in Space)
>>   Night on Mispek Moor (1974, collected in Covergent Series) 
>>   A World Out of Time (1976)
>
>I would also include _Integral Trees_ and _Smoke Ring_.  Although it is
>not explicitly stated, it is clear that these stories take place in the
>same universe as aWooT.  Also, as I recall, there are some things in
>_Legacy of Hearot_ that would tend to indicate that it is in the Leshy
>Circuit universe as well.

Realistically speaking, A World Out Of Time, Integral Trees, and Smoke Ring
don't fit with the Leshy Circuit stories.  I don't see a connection with
Legacy, either.

There was another Leshy story collected in Limits, the title of which I
just forgot.

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Apr 91 04:06:05 GMT
From: cksnsr@nmt.edu (Christopher Knight)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

I beg to differ.  _Integral Trees_, _Smoke Ring_, and _A World Out Of Time_
are part of the State series. _The Fourth Profession_, all of the Draco's
Tavern stories, plus possible Mispec Moor are part of the Leshy Circuit
stories.  I find it hard to believe that anyone who has read any of the
State series could possibly think that the society of the Leshy ciruit
could develop into the State.  The Monks would have nothing to do with a
government of the State's type (not enough money in it).  If someone knows
something that I don't (say a personal talk with Larry Niven) please let me
know.

Chris Knight
cksnsr@nmt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 04:44:37 GMT
From: dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: What does Leshy Circuit mean? (Niven)

schwartz@groucho (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>Realistically speaking, A World Out Of Time, Integral Trees, and Smoke
>Ring don't fit with the Leshy Circuit stories.  I don't see a connection
>with Legacy, either.

Well, the reason I believe that aWooT is in the same universe as IT is that
there are some very striking parallels betweeen Sharls Davis Kendy (IT) and
Peerssa (aWooT).  I realize that it is impossible to construct an iron-clad
case, but it seems clear to me that Larry Niven was thinking of the same
universe in these two books.  As I recall, there are some vague references
to "The State" (capital S) in _Legacy_, which is why I said there is cause
to at least consider the possibility that it, too is in the same universe
as aWooT and IT.

As for aWooT being in the Leshy Circuit:  in the back of _Tales of Known
Space_, you'll find a listing of Niven's stories to date, including a
catalog of each "universe". Here is the list given for the Leshy Circuit:

Title			Date		Collection
Passerby		(1969)		_All the Myriad Ways_
Rammer			(1971)		_A Hole In Space_
The 4th Proffesion	(1972)		_Quark 4_
Night on Mispek Moor	(1974)		_Vertex_, August 1974

Note: NoMM has since appeared in _Convergent Series_, and TFP has since
appeared in _A Hole In Space_.

Now "Rammer" later became chapter 1 of aWooT, so for me, that clearly links
it (and IT, Smoke Ring) into the Leshy Circuit.

I think that part of the problem with these stories that mention "The
State" is that almost invariably, The State is on the periphery, and few if
any historical details are given.  It would be nice if Mr. Niven publishes
an updated list of which stories are in which series when _N-Space_, volume
2 comes out.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 17:51:50 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: FULL SPECTRUM 3 edited by Lou Aronica, Amy Stout, and Betsy Mitchell

   FULL SPECTRUM 3 edited by Lou Aronica, Amy Stout, and Betsy Mitchell
	    Foundation Books, 1991, ISBN 0-385-41801-9, $15.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   I had originally thought the first FULL SPECTRUM anthology was okay.
Then I thought the second not as good as the first.  By the time the third
has come around, the first seems wonderful in retrospect.  Yes, I found
this book a real disappointment.  The edge that the stories in the earlier
volumes had (primarily in the first volume) is gone, leaving us with a
series of not very original, not very subtle parables.

   But before I talk about the negative aspects, I suppose it's only
reasonable to tell you what I liked in the anthology.  The best in the book
is Peg Kerr's "Lethe," a well-crafted story about a doctor's encounter and
coming to terms with a "death dealer," a person who helps the dying to pass
on.  This was a story of genuine emotion, though marred somewhat by having
some of the characters as (apparently) natives of Callisto - an unnecessary
and off-putting touch.  Still, the story overcame this problem rather
quickly and (as I said) is probably the best in the book.

   Marcos Donnelly's "Tracking the Random Variable" is based on chaos
theory, and of one man trying to get order from chaos.  If a butterfly
sneezes in China, this can create a hurricane in the Caribbean.  So why
shouldn't a man's marriage be affected by the number of spark plugs sold by
a certain garage?  There is some unnecessary business, such as having the
main character put his coupons in order of value, which serves mostly to
confuse the plot, but on the whole this is an intriguing application of
chaos theory.

   "Loitering at Death's Door" by Wolfgang Jeschke (translated by Sally
Schiller and Anne Caveley) is classic science fiction with historic and
mythical overtones.  Though it doesn't break new ground, it is well worth
reading, because Jeschke knows how to write and how to communicate ideas
without hitting the reader over the head with a sledgehammer.

   A few stories are okay, but nothing to rave about.  "Dogstar Man" by
Nancy Willard is one of those "quiet fantasies" that is mostly setting,
some character development (in this case minimal), and a slight fantasy
varnish.  For some reason I was convinced the first-person narrator was
female until it was clearly stated otherwise; but this probably indicates a
blurring of gender stereotyping these days rather than the inability of the
author to delineate between the two.  Another quiet fantasy is Tony
Daniel's "Prism Tree," though I would perhaps more specifically label this
a self-conscious Southern fantasy - self-conscious in the sense that the
author seems to be working very hard at writing a down-home,
put-your-feet-up sort of story.  I have nothing against such stories, but
they should appear effortless rather than strained, and the parallel of the
map and the territory which Daniel uses is also a bit over-worked in
fantasy these days.

   "Desert Rain" by Mark L. Van Name and Pat Murphy is about art and
artificial intelligence.  Unfortunately the two aspects don't mesh very
well and one is left with the same feeling that ones gets from many "Star
Trek" episodes these days: there were two plotlines that together added up
to the right length.  Of the two halves, I think the authors would have
done better to have concentrated on the art aspect, since the AI part has
been done before (in Lester Del Rey's "Helen O'Loy," on the old "Twilight
Zone," and, yes, even in "Star Trek").

   Unfortunately, that's about the extent of the stories I enjoyed.  The
unsubtlety I complained about starts with the very first story in the
volume.  James Morrow's "Daughter Earth" is superficially Kafka-esque, but
superficial is perhaps the perfect word, since it trades the subtlety of
THE METAMORPHOSIS for the heavy-handedness of a tract.  While it does at
times achieve a certain level of whimsey, the obvious preaching detracts
from the reader's enjoyment.  (Since this is clearly a parable, I won't
even analyze all the scientific errors, once you accept that a woman can
give birth to a talking biosphere, complaining that its gravity seems
inconsistent seems pointless.)

   There are several other stories which seem more written for the moral or
the message.  "Precious Moments" by Kristine Kathryn Rusch is a weary tale
about using one's abilities wisely.  (I also had a hard time shaking the
feeling that the first person narrator was female, even though it became
obvious he wasn't.)  "Division by Zero" by Ted Chiang tries to give us a
new twist on mathematics and fails: the mathematics is suspect (at least to
me, and I do have a B.S. in Mathematics) and the parallel to real-life a
bit heavy-handed.  Ursula K. LeGuin continues her nature-based writing (or
is this trend of hers just my imagination?) with "Newton's Sleep," in which
astronauts living in a space habitat find that they can't really leave the
Earth behind, no matter how hard they try.  I am not a big fan of this sort
of story, even when well done, so perhaps my negative reaction is to the
message rather than to the medium.  "The Helping Hand" by Norman Spinrad is
so obvious from the word "Go" (well, perhaps not that early, but certainly
from about the third page) that I kept hoping against hope that it wouldn't
be what it seemed to be.  It was.  Rod Serling would have loved it.
(Actually, the "Outer Limits" did love it, or a story very similar.)

   For some stories, the moral wasn't heavy-handed, but the plot
(particularly the ending) was predictable.  This is true of Spinrad's
story, but others fall into this trap as well.  For example, "The Dark at
the Corner of the Eye" by Patricia Anthony, a story about a psychic
policeman who may also be clairvoyant, had a good build-up, but then ruined
it with a cliched cop-out ending.  (Ooooh, a pun!  Sorry, I couldn't
resist.)  And David Zindell's "When the Rose Is Dead" closes the anthology
with a story with a predictable ending (which is bad placement, leaving as
it does a rather sour taste in the reader's mouth).  Even the narrator's
compulsion to tell his story is recycled. Orson Scott Card uses a similar
device in RED PROPHET.

   Admittedly sometimes predictability can be overcome by a good author.
Michael Bishop's "Apartheid, Superstrings, and Mordecai Thubana" is a bit
too predictable and heavy-handed in the fantasy aspect to be great fantasy,
but it is certainly successful as straight fiction.  If this sounds as if I
am applying a different standard to fantasy than to non-fantasy, so be it.
(By the way, Bishop seems on his way to joining Mike Resnick in the small
set of authors known as "The Africa Mikes."  Okay, so I just coined the
name, but what the heck.  Bishop previously wrote NO ENEMY BUT TIME, set in
prehistoric and modern Africa.)

   Almost as annoying as stories with predictable endings are stories with
great build-ups, but no endings.  "Lake Agassiz" by Jack McDevitt is about
an old sailboat buried in an ancient lake bed and capable of restoring
itself and the past.  It read somewhat like an ANALOG story, except that
ANALOG would have had some sort of clever twist ending to it, and McDevitt
doesn't.  (This is set in his "Fort Moxie" universe.)  Kevin J. Anderson's
"Fondest of Memories" is another story that is all build-up and no pay-off.
Maybe that isn't fair, because the build-up is to some extent the point of
the story: our anticipation doesn't always match the event.

   Some stories just don't make it.  They're not too predictable, or too
heavy-handed, or too anything else negative, but they're not anything
positive either.  Poul Anderson's "Rokuro" is based on some old artificial
intelligence ideas, but couched as a play instead of a story.  While it
would be interesting to see this produced, when read it seems flat -
strange for such a good author.  "Police Actions" by Barry N. Malzberg
spends most of its time communicating to the reader the hopelessness of it
all, but otherwise is a not very coherent complaint about urban decay and
the modern world.  Karen Joy Fowler's "Black Glass" is the story of Carry
Nation raised from the dead by voudon ("voodoo") to help fight the drug
war.  If this sounds relatively unpromising, well, I can't say I was
thrilled with the execution any more than the idea.  "Snow on Sugar
Mountain" by Elizabeth Hand is a story of a shape-changer and an astronaut
and their respective needs to return to their origins.  It's well-written,
but opens no new doors for the reader.

   And some were just so orthogonal to my experience that I can't really
judge them.  Maybe it was the translation (by Kim Stanley Robinson) of
Joelle Wintrebert's "Transfusion," or maybe it's a difference in style
between English-language science fiction and French-language science
fiction, or maybe I'm just dense (and I'm not taking a vote, so you needn't
send me YOUR opinion on which one it is!), but I didn't get this one at
all.  "Chango Chingamadre, Dutchman, & Me" by R. V. Branham is another one
of those stories that centers around rock music or at any rate some sort of
music I don't follow.  So, as with Howard Waldrop's "musical" stories that
I reviewed recently, it left me cold, but I have to abstain from casting a
vote.

   So there you have it (as they say).  There were two or three good
stories, but on the whole I can't recommend this anthology.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 21:39:38 GMT
From: moews@math.berkeley.edu (David Moews)
Subject: Re: Looking for a Story (SPOILERS)

Michael W Beaven@cs.purdue.EDU (Michael W Beaven) writes:
>...3 types of civilizations...: Conquerors, Conquerees, and
>Untouchables...  Humans...didn't fit the mold...just when the Conquerors
>had put aside their differences for long enough to plan the total
>destruction of Earth a message arrived from the Untouchables: No.

This story is ``Three-Part Puzzle'', by Gordon R Dickson.  The three types
of civilizations were called ``Conquerors'', ``Submissives'', and
``Shielded Worlds''.  It has been reprinted in Dickson's story collection
BEGINNINGS and in many other places.

David Moews
moews@math.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 03:30:13 GMT
From: mwp@ubeaut.enet.dec.com (Michael Paddon)
Subject: Re: Yet another name that book/author....

moudgill@cs.cornell.edu (Mayan Moudgill) writes:
> There is this book I read *LONG* ago, and I've been trying to remember
> its title and who its author was.  It's a universe in which there is the
> government and there is a gambler's guild. They are almost a shadow
> government. The plot centers around a game played with tarot cards. The
> hero gets picked up by the boss of the guild because he can play the game
> well. They gamble for control of the guild with a bunch of xts. Some
> interesting twists are: control/alteration of probability. There is a
> high council of the guild and all decisions are voted on. If there is a
> tie, one of the voters gets (randomly) crisped, and his side loses. There
> are games in which the probability of the non-guild member winning is
> greater than even. Before the guild recruits a prospective employee, they
> rob him of all his money,

Difficult...

Perhaps you mean _The Grand Wheel_ by Barrington Bailey. Cute plot somewhat
akin to the outline above, with the added twist that if you alter
probability in your favour, the universe will eventually compensate by
delivering some really bad luck.

Michael Paddon
mwp@ubeaut.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 00:01:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Galaxies

   When I was in sixth grade there was a book called "Galaxies".  It had a
real cool cover that had a barnicle-encrusted spacesuit with antelopes
painted on the front, and a reflection of the moon in the helmet's visor.
It had some mediocre sf stories in it, but I'd like a summary of them
anyway.
   I'm more interested in that cover, though.  If anyone has heard about
it, please let me know!

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 15:21:07 GMT
From: IP06021@portland.caps.maine.edu
Subject: Story Requests:

I use to have a subscription to Isaac Asimov's Sci-Fi Magazine but let it
go due to procrastination on my part.  Anyway, in the magazines I have
there are three stories by Janet Kagan that I really liked and I was
wondering if there is a collection of them out there somewhere, preferably
a collection with more than just these three stories.

The stories were about the planet Mirabile, which was colonized by people
from Earth.  Most of them hung on the fact that when the expedition left
Earth, the scientists with their obsession with double- and
triple-redundancy built the DNA of other animals into the DNA of the
animals they brought with them.  The result was that if you put Daisies
under the right environmental conditions, they would occasionally sprout
Dragonflies.  That is an extreme case, of course.  The stories were mostly
about the kind of problems this caused, as well as the team of scientists
that had to deal with them, as well as try and learn about the local
wildlife.  Anyone out there know where I could find a book with more of
these stories?

ip06021@Portland.CAPS.Maine.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 00:07:53 GMT
From: bosch@mips.com (Derek Bosch)
Subject: When are Powers & Blaylock books coming out?

Does anyone know when the new book by James Blaylock is going to be
released?  Locus says the "Paper Grail" is to be released May 91, which
means the book should be in the stands sometime in April.  Anyone have any
more definite info?

Same question applies for any new books by Tim Powers?  (I don't care about
paper back release of Stress of Her Regard).

Finally, does anyone out in netland know where to write to these two guys?

Thanks in advance!

Derek

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Apr 91 22:06:04 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: catastrophe-holocaust SF

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>Several of Wyndham's books are catastrophe-oriented; much of Brit
>SF/fantasy from the fifties concerned itself with this area, possibly due
>to the rather post-holocaust milieu in which many Brits were *living* in
>the fifties.  It's easy to visualize utter destruction when you're
>living in it.
>
>Wyndham: DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS, OUT OF THE DEEPS, THE CHRYSALIDS...  John
>Christopher (I think his real name's Christopher Youd) NO BLADE OF
>GRASS...

A number of rather post-catastrophic books have borne the John Christopher
byline.  "The Ragged Edge" comes immediately to mind (massive eathquakes),
the "White Mountains" trilogy (alien invasion), I know there's one
concerning a new ice age and there were others that fell off the tip of my
tongue when I tapped the 'f' key.  I have seen posters for a movie based
upon "No Blade of Grass", but I've never seen it listed in TV Guide or on
tape in the video stores.  Can't remember if the disease that wasted all of
the food plants was a weapon that misfired or what.  Guess it's time to
locate my copy of the book.  I think it's one I didn't lose during a move
this last twenty years.

>John Brunner:  THE SHEEP LOOK UP

This one is actually early seventies.  One of his better written but less
cheerful books.  And besides, most of it is pre-catastrophe, a much
different pre-catastrophe than that in "The Jagged Orbit".  I'll stick with
something cheerful like "The Shockwave Rider", though if that one was
accurate historically, the Great Bay Quake is scheduled for any day now and
I'm right here.

>On this side of the Atlantic, Harry Harrison's "MAKE ROOM!  MAKE ROOM!"
>and Ward Moore's "GREENER THAN YOU THINK" both come to mind as variants of
>the eco-catastrophe.

We must remember that Harrison is a British writer anyway.  I just wish I
could forget about "Soylent Green".  I'd bet Harrison would too.  Not
strictly eco-catastrophe, rather over-people-pollution.

>I recall a Raymond F. Jones juvenile novel about what the Earth is like
>after passing through a comet's tail which contains a strange compound
>that causes metal parts in contact with each other to weld, resulting in
>the complete disablement of technical civilization.  (Can't remember the
>title.)

"The Year When Stardust Fell".  Haven't read it in years, though I do have
a copy I picked up at a library garage sale a long time back.  Recall it
has its moments.

>Poul Anderson has done a great many stories set in post-holocaust and
>post-catastrophe futures; all the Maurai Confederacy stories could
>qualify, "THE WINTER OF THE WORLD" is superb, and his story "EPILOG"
>(about robotic evolution in the millions of years following nuclear war
>that destroys all organic life on earth) is, IMEO, a major classic.

And along with Isaac Asimov and H. Beam Piper, he's one of the few to write
of conditions after major portions of the Milky Way Galaxy have fallen from
civilization, in his stories set after the fall of the Terran Empire in
which Captain Sir Dominic Flandry played such a major role.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 22:46:27 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka) writes:
>Damnation Alley, [author unknown]

Roger Zelazny.  There is a movie of the same name, but they turn Hell
Tanner from the last Hell's Angel into an Air Force officer played by
Jan-Michael Vincent and lose his first name, plus everything goes back to
normal in the end, at least as far as weather goes.  Disgusting.

Zelazny's "This Immortal" (originally "... And Call Me Conrad", seems to be
set later on after the same war.

For another excellent post-holocaust novel featuring Hell's Angels, try
"The Lost Traveller" by Steve Wilson.  A couple of centuries after the war,
they're still riding.  It's also good if you're into Amerind mysticism.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 22:47:42 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Post-Nuclear SF

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) says:
>>  For my money, the best post-holocaust novel ever written was "AND CALL
>>ME CONRAD" a.k.a. "THIS IMMORTAL," by, of course, Zelazny.
>
>   I'd like to point out, that by my definition, aCMC is not a science
>fiction novel.  I remember distinctly a point where Zelazny has satyrs
>running around, and I think there were other such incidents.  
	
No, it is very definitely SF.  The satyrs and such are mutated descendants
of human beings or something close.  Yes, I know that mutation is not that
straightforward a process, and so probably did/does Zelazny.  Conrad's own
longevity is a mutant trait, along with his minor lack of bilateral
symmetry.
	
For something a little closer to the same nuclear war, in terms of
chronology, there are definite hints that "Damnation Alley" (great book,
lousy movie that destroyed all concepts present in book) for conditions a
few centuries before Conrad.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 01:13:34 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Post-holocaust novels

One post-disaster novel I haven't seen mentioned so far is "Dinner at
Deviant's Palace" by Tim Powers.  It's a strange one, and apparently the
holocaust was triggered by the meteoric arrival of a parasitic alien life
form with a taste for radiation and human suffering.  Reasonably accurate
descriptions of Southern California locales after minor climate and
geologic change.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 91 06:50:31 GMT
From: myuan@jarthur.claremont.edu (Lord of Weakness)
Subject: Re: Post-holocaust novels

Another good novel of this type (I apologize if it has been posted already,
and you can chew me out later) is _This is the way the World Ends_, by
James Morrow, I think.  That is, I'm sure of the title, not the author, as
the book is at home with all of my other s.f. and I'm slaving away here at
college.

Anyway, the book is about the future, unborn generations who will now never
be born due to nuclear war putting the five or so survivors on trial for
the holocaust.  I recommend it strongly, but it's VERY depressing, so only
read it if you're in a VERY good mood.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 22:26:02 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust SF

Has anyone mentioned _Z for Zachariah_ by Robert C. O'Brien?

Steffan O'Sullivan
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 21:17:50 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>"The Mote in God's Eye".  Earth has had its war, and now serves primarily
>   as a bad example.  All the action takes place elsewhere.

In this same category are the earlier (SF unlike his later fantasy) novels
by John Morresey: "Starbrat", "Nail Down the Stars" (aka "Stardrift"), "The
Mansions of Space" and a couple of others.  Quite entertaining, especially
since several of them overlap and will give the same event from multiple
points of view.  This is NOT redundant information, by the way.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 22:58:28 GMT
From: DEGROFF@intellicorp.com (Leslie DeGroff)
Subject: post holocaust and hubbard

   A reasonable read in the post holocaust theme and an example that
Hubbard was at least a good SF hack before religion was Final Blackout. If
you can find a copy you will find a story written before World War II that
shows very little sign of dating and is a brisk... soldiers after a
terminal war in Europe surviving and starting rebuilding...
  An alternative hypothosis (based on no evidence, just having followed
some of the press attack/defense of Hubbard from the late 60's on) There
was over a decade when, a. Hubbard was "in seclusion (various explanations,
held prisonor by managers of Scientology, gone sick in the head, hiding out
ashamed of the rotten things done in the name of scientology, etc."  and
during much of that the Church of Scientology was in fact down playing/
very sensitive about his past as an SF writer.
  I believe (again from distant hearsay) that it is quite likly that a
WRITER (professional or compulsive and frequently this is the same - it
takes compulsion to pay the dues to become professional) in seclusion, not
allowed or not wanting to make a flap by publishing SF (particularly SF
that might tarnish a myth of extra ordinary mental powers attainable by
Scientology) would write large amounts of materials of variable quality.
Without editors and the feedback that sales and critcal reading give,
quality can be anything. Reading the "Grumbles from the Grave" collection
by Virginia Heinlein has expanded my horizons on this front.  Editors have
enormous influence and power over what authors publish, frequently for the
better.

Les DeGroff

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 19:54:40 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Birth of a Nation SF (was Post-Holocaust)

sphaak@vela.acs.oakland.edu (sphaak) writes:
> No one has mentioned one of my favorite books, 
> 
> THE BIRTH OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANTARCTICA,
> 
> by John Calvin Batchelor!

I think this thread has wandered.  Luckily, it's wandered into a genre I
enjoy, "Birth-of-a-Nation SF".  I had not heard of the Batchelor book, but
it sounds interesting.

Now here are some of my favorites:

The Moon is a Harsh Mistress, by Heinlein.
This one, I think, has something in it for everyone who likes either early
_or_ late Heinlein. It's one of my all-time favorite books: my first
paperback eventually fell apart from rereading and I had to buy a new copy
at about four times the price.

Ecotopia Emerging, by Ernest Callenbach
This is the story of the emergence of Washington, Oregon, and Northern
California as a separate nation.  It's a "prequel" to Ecotopia, which I
think was a better book.  It may be stretching things a little to call
these sf, though.

Tales of the Flying Mountains, by Poul Anderson
This is an anthology of Anderson's previously published short stories set
in the few years before an independent republic was established in the
asteroid belt.

Red Planet, by Heinlein
One of his juveniles, but a lot of fun anyway.

If This Goes On (pub. as Revolt in 2100), by Heinlein (again!)
This would maybe qualify as REbirth of a nation.

Anybody else?

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 14:23:12 GMT
From: T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk (A. Moore)
Subject: Re: 2000 A.D.

cse087@uk.ac.cov.cck (Steve Parker) writes:
>Hmmmm, I'd say that the quality for the last six months or so has been at
>it's lowest ebb for a long while.  But prior to that was (IMHO) one of the
>best periods ever.  The Chopper story ("Soul on Fire"?) set at SuperSurf
>11 was one of the more powerful things I've read recently, brilliant
>artwork from John MacNeil (think that's the guys name, I always get him
>confused

  Colin MacNeil, and yes it was brilliant (did you catch his Judge Dredd
meets Johnny Alpha story in the 1991 J.D. Annual ?

>though).  The Dave Gibbons/Will Simpson revamp of Rogue Trooper was very
>impressive too, especially the artwork (again).  Why *did* they give it to
>Michael Fleisher to continue with?  Actually, talk of Mr Fleisher reminds
>me of the other things he's done recently, the "Harlem Heroes" revamp, and
>the godawful "Junker".  Some of the worst stuff I've *ever* read.

  I found the Gibbons/Simpson Rogue story a bit confusing (Remember when
they added the captions and dialogue to the wrong pages ? I didn't even
notice!)  I loved the art though. He's got a wonderful look to his
paintings.
  Couldn't agree more with you about Fleisher. His stuff seems more at home
in Eagle. Surely even early 2000 AD wasn't as poor as this. (To be fair to
the man someone told me some of his DC stuff is OK)

>Anyway, things are picking up with the return of Nemesis (though it hasn't
>really been all that stunning so far), and the return of "Robo Hunter" is
>quite fun I suppose.  Enjoyed the Garth Ennis stuff on "Death Aid" in
>Dredd too.

  "Nemesis and Deadlock" has been a bit limp by past standards, but you can
still get a laugh out of it.
  Garth Ennis' Judge Dredd work was great fun. They seemed to have picked
the perfect replacement for John Wagner. Have you seen the new J.D. story
he's written - "Emerald Isle", involving the Irish Judges, unsurprisingly.

>Wonder what Jim Baikie's "Skizz" Book Two will be like.  More importantly,
>when will Grant Morrison and Steve Yeowell do some more of "Zenith"??
>Actually, does anyone know if there are any plans for Pete Milligan to
>carry on with Bad Company at any future time??

  I think there was a recent Nerve Centre mention about a new Zenith series
in the near future.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 09:51:26 GMT
From: chisnall@cosc.canterbury.ac.nz (The Technicolour Throw-up)
Subject: Re: 2000 A.D.

Re the quality of 2000 A.D. I remember reading somewhere that the editor(s)
changed last year.  It was either at 650 or 700.  I can't remember which
offhand but I remember that when I got round to reading the 'new' 2000 AD's
I noticed a sharpish dip in quality.

chisnall@cosc.canterbury.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 20:41:07 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: (none)

A couple of months ago there was a discussion on this list about Australian
writers.  One person in particular sounded interesting to me but now I've
lost the note with his (?) name and the titles of the books.  As I recall,
the setting was urban, near future; there were two or three books, and some
commenters were very irritated by the author's invented slang/jargon which
was used heavily in the books.

Can anyone help?

Thanks.

Cynthia Teague
UVM libraries

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 02:10:16 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Searching for a book...

   Many years ago I read a book that I THOUGHT was by Gordon Dickson; but I
have never found it since. The title of the book was "Pandora's Planet" and
it dealt with the discovery of Earth by a leonine race who, it turned out,
had IQs about 20-40 points LOWER (on the average) than humanity. Once we
humans got out into the galaxy, the leonine's empire was in trouble. (As I
recall, it ended with the humans encountering a race that was about that
much smarter than WE were.)

   Does anyone know who really wrote this, and where, if anywhere, it can
be obtained? I have not seen a copy of it for almost 18 years.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 03:56:17 GMT
From: mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Book requests

I just got done digging through my archives and ran across a trio of books
by Steve Miller and Sharon Lee (I think, I didn't bring them with me).  The
titles are _Agent of Change_, _Conflict of Honor_ and _Carpe Diem_.  I was
just wondering if they had released anything else in the same universe or
anything else for that matter.

Thanks.

Mike Milligan

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 06:33:01 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: The name of a book...

Does anyone know the name of a book (and author please) where the "secret"
of hyperdrive is based on a mechanical principle which is usually easily
discovered, but which, when discovered removes the impetus for
technological development.

I believe that the first novel/story involved a space going race landing on
Earth in modern times and deploying troops with muskets in echelon line,
promptly to be mown done by automatic weapons.  I think one of the short
stories may have been published in Pournelle's There Will Be War series,
but I am really looking for the full novel.

Thanks in advance.

Ian Borchardt
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 06:44:39 GMT
From: richb@sunaus.oz (Rich Burridge)
Subject: Yet another, name that story...

I remember reading this when I was about 14, so that would place it
something before 1975. It's a short story; part of a collection I believe.

The plot goes something like this:

Group of people land on a planet, discover there is a large tunnel and
various holes running through everything (hills, buildings etc.).
Inhabitants of the planet, step over an imaginary object at certain places.

Anyway, the cause of all this is a *very* low fast circling moon of the
planet, impossibly orbiting about three feet above sea-level.

Details are vague; it's been quite a while, but I'd love to read it again,
hence the wish to know the name of the story and the author.

Thanks in advance!

Rich Burridge
Sun Microsystems
+61 2 911 4212
richb@Aus.Sun.COM

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Barker & Cook (3 msgs) & David & Dick (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 15:29:06 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: M.A.R. Barker (EPT)

tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner) writes:
>I have two books by M.A.R. Barker - Flamesong and The Man of Gold.  Are
>there anymore?  What ever happend to this person?  Thanks.

Professor Barker teaches Urdu and Southeast Asian studies here at the
University of Minnesota.  He is working on his third novel, tenatively
entitled "The Lords of Tsamra", and includes Harsan, the protagonist from
Man of Gold, among the cast.

The Tekumel pantheon includes ten gods.  Prof. Barker's first novel
focussed on Harsan, priest of Thumis (the god of learning).  His second,
Flamesong, focussed on Trinesh, a warrior of Vimuhla (the god of war and
destruction).  His third novel focuses on Korukka, a priest of K'Sarul,
the god of secret knowledge and power.  It is approximately 50% complete.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr.
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 10:14:08 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann)
Subject: Talking of Silver

Talking of silver, I have finally come across the book called "Sweet Silver
Blues" by Glen Cook, which I saw mentioned sometime ago.

This was a fortunate find.  I am still reading it, enjoying it immensely.
I thought for the first chapter that I had found a new incarnation of Peter
Cheney, but the perils that Garrett faces are quite different.  

The cover illustration is very good, but there is no note of who did it.
Thanks for the recommendation.

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 16:28:41 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: "Sweet Silver Blues," etc. (Glen Cook)

chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann) said:
> I am still reading it ["Sweet Silver Blues" by Glen Cook], enjoying it
> immensely.  I thought for the first chapter that I had found a new
> incarnation of Peter Cheney, but the perils that Garrett faces are quite
> different.

I'm not as high on Cook's Garrett series as are some, but it's not bad
either.  Sort of got off to a weak start, in my opinion, as Cook took
Garrett on a travelogue way the hell out of his home city/base of
operations in the very first book (SSB), which I considered to be a
storytelling/tactical error (by way of contrast, I don't think Robert B.
Parker took Spenser out of Eastern Massachusetts until the third or fourth
book of that series).

Nonetheless, I think Cook did finally hit his stride with Garrett after a
few books, and the fourth book, "Old Tin Sorrows" is, imho, among the best
stuff that Cook's written.

By the way, who's Peter Cheney?

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 23:34:48 GMT
From: tabrady@eng.clemson.edu (thomas antoni brady)
Subject: Re: "Sweet Silver Blues," etc. (Glen Cook)

  As a contrast to the "Garrett" series, check out Cook's "The Black
Company" series.  Very far-ranging, with a little less characterization,
but highly entertaining. The writing style is so different from the Garrett
books that for a time I believed there were two different Glen Cooks. The
plot lines in the Black Company series are fairly common - mercenary
company, big evil against some wonderous good, etc.  However, I have found
that many times a used and re-used plot can be saved by excellent writing,
as is the case here. All too often in many recent fantasy novels, it is
plainly obvious how the book will turn out, but you keep reading because
the writer is so engaging (see any Eddings book, "A Wind In Cairo" by
Judith Tarr, and any Feist book for examples). Any comments on this bold,
flame-worthy assertion?

Tom Brady

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 01:53:19 GMT
From: mikey@amnesia.tcnet.ithaca.ny.us (Uncle Mikey)
Subject: Spoiler Review: _Vendetta_

Star Trek: The Next Generation - Vendetta A Giant Novel by Peter David (New
York: Pocket Books, 1991. ISBN 0-671-74145-4. $4.50 US)

Peter David tends to excel at taking diverse concepts and juxtaposing them.
His non-Trek novels, _Knight Life_ and _Howling Mad_, both take old plot
concepts and twist them around; the former brings King Arthur back to life
in modern day New York City and has him run for Mayor, the latter answers
the question, "What happens when a werewolf bites a WOLF?"

He also does a good job at finding reasons for things. For example, in _The
Incredible Hulk_, Peter has finally proposed a good reason for why Bruce
Banner was affected the way he was when he got whammied with Gamma Rays,
when other Gamma victims have been affected differently (She-Hulk, for
example, is big and green ALL THE TIME, but retained her intelligence). The
answer: Banner was a Multiple Personality Disorder victim. The Green Hulk
represented the repressed, abused child; the Grey Hulk the repressed
adolescent.

Both of these strengths are put to good use here, and result in a gripping
plot and a good read.

The book, as most of you know, is a Borg story, taking place a few months
after "The Best of Both Worlds", sometime after "The Loss" [there is a
reference to Troi losing her abilities]. There are several plots, including
a "liberated" Borg who had once been a freighter pilot for the Federation,
a Ferengi Daimon turned Borg, the travels of the Borg themselves, and the
Doomsday Machine, Mark II (reference: Star Trek: The Original Series - "The
Doomsday Machine").

But most of all, it's about tilting at windmills.

Throughout the novel, Geordi is trying to break through to the personality
of the unBorged woman; a revenge-crazed woman whom both Picard and Guinan
know is trying to wipe out the Borg, using the second planet-killer; a
Federation captain is trying the Matthew Decker approach to planet-killers,
while also trying to live up to his classmate Jean-Luc Picard's standard;
Picard is fighting against his past.

Like _Don Quixote_, the novel is a tragedy. Very few of the "good guys"
win; no one really accomplishes their goals. In short, despite Mr.  David's
flippant manner, there is no happy ending this time.

The novel is a continuity lover's dream, however. Guest apperances include
Pulaski, Shelby, and a brief mention of Argyle. The original "Doomsday
Machine" incident was often referred to, answering [albeit non-canonically
:-)] many netters' questions regarding how well the 23rd Century is
remembered.

Also, as I said before, Peter has come up with a very convincing
explanation of why the planet-killer should exist. It really does make a
perfect Borg-killer. He also comes up with a convincing, and haunting,
explanation of what happens as you approach Warp 10.

But, as I have recently argued, good _Star Trek_ is about PEOPLE first.
It's all fine and good that they've got all that technology, but a story
should be about what happens to people, and how they react. Here too, Mr.
David shines. Picard's discomfiture at having to face the Borg, and
something possibly more powerful, is palpable. Geordi's confusion and
anguish over the liberated Borg woman's ultimate failure to return to
normal is a frustration many can sympathize with. At the same time, it is
difficult not to sympathize with the revenge-crazed Dantar the Last, whose
entire planet has been Borg-decimated. In short, every character of merit
is given a dimension and life that the television show itself often must
gloss over in the course of fitting a story into 47 minutes.

The real shame, in my opinion, is that the ST production folks are so
against turning such novels into teleplays. This is an excellent followup
to "The Best of Both Worlds", and easily comes up to BOBW part one's
standard in many ways. Of course, it would have to be a three or four part
story to do it justice, but I really cannot imagine a better way to follow
the Borg story line up.

Some itemized notes:
The Good
  Continuity!!!!!!! 
  Doomsday machine. Nice touch. Thank you for finally providing an
explanation to one of the great mysteries of Classic Star Trek.
  Mention of Kirk and Spock and the original Enterprise. Despite my
devil's-advocate comments on the thread "Why is Kirk not remembered?",
there really should be a little more frequent mention of past events in
general, and the original Enterprise's in particular.
  Mention of other stories and events in the series. Helps to put things
into temporal perspective and give a little more sense of where this would
fit if only Paramount acknowledged it as canonical :-)
  Good use of Guinan as a CHARACTER and not just a guest.
  Pulaski guest shot. Would have liked a little more, actually, but then
I'm one of the few who thought she was a good character to begin with.
  Shelby guest shot. 
  Terman, Boyijan and Meyers guest shots :-) [Three Rec.Arts.Comics
regulars] 
  Characterizations
  NOT a happy ending (yes, that's a good thing. A happy ending would not
have been easily believable)

The Bad
  Characterizations. "What?!" I hear you say. "Didn't that appear under
'The Good'?" Yes, it did. They were, for the most part good. However, I do
think that Mr. David went a little overboard on the humor. Ordinarily, I
agree with his making the characters a little more sardonic than they
ususally appear on the screen. Here, however, there were situations where I
did not feel it fit.
  Too much techie. Yes, it was a good thing to use the Official Writer's
Tech Manual (soon to be publicized as the _Star Trek: The Next Generation
Technical Manual_, by Mike Okuda and Rick Sternbach, With a special
introduction by Gene Roddenberry, due in July). However, I think perhaps
the tech references (particularly some of the warp tech references) were to
overt. They needed a bit more subtlety.

The question marks
  Should Troi have been so ... negative toward the recovered Borg/former
freighter pilot? She always struck me as someone who would join the
position Geordi took.
  Same question for Crusher. She seemed a lot less sympathetic than I would
have expected.
  The Feregni Daimon-Borg. I supposed it's possible, but every other Borg
we've seen has been clearly homonid. On the other hand, it opens an
interesting question - if homonid isn't required, than are there any limits
on the kinds of minds that could be absorbed? Imagine a Sulamid Borg
[apologies to Diane Duane], or a Horta Borg.

The Numbers [yes, an actual breakdown for a change]

Grand Average: 8.985 --> 9. Nice work, Peter!

Plots: 8.83
Picard-Delcara: 8. A nice insight on Picard, but I didn't think that the
reasoning for one finding the other in the first place was clear enough.
Delcara-Doomsday Machine: 9. Nicely eerie.
Picard-Korsmo: 9. Nice development of Picard's past, and Korsmo makes an
intersting antithesis to Picard, showing that not all 'Fleet captains are
like Jean-Luc. 
Geordi-Rheannon: 9. Answered several questions (How many other
Terran-humans have they taken? What would have happened had Picard been a
Borg longer?) and developed Geordi nicely.
Daimon Turane: 8. Could have used a little more development, I thought.
The Borg: 10. Spot on, all the way, I thought.

Character usage [includes characterization]: 9.14
The regulars: 9.71
Picard: 10. Riker: 10. Troi: 9. Crusher: 9. Worf: 8 - not enough "screen
time", I thought, and played a little simplistically. Geordi: 10. Guinan:
10. Data: 9 - nothing specifically wrong that I can pin down, just a
general non-10 feeling.
The guests: 8.56
Delcara: 10 - beautifully obsessive. Turane: 10 - pure Ferengi, even to the
point of teaching the Borg a bit about the Ferengi mindset. Dantar the
Last: 10 - victim-reaction spot on. Shelby: 9 - I'm sorry, but the Shelby
from BOBW part one, at least, would have punched Korsmo in the mouth about
halfway through :-). Korsmo: 9 - well played, but I find it hard to believe
a man so blind to the obvious [that the Borg, and the Doomsday machine,
could both tear his little Excelsior-Class ship into small pieces] made it
to Captain two weeks before Picard did :-). Rheannon: 10. This almost was a
non-rating, simply because for most of the piece, she had no character to
judge - she was a tabula rasa; her ending, however, was poignant in the
extreme. Taggart: 7 - a throwaway, but well played. Pulaski: 7 - far to
small a cameo for a former crew member. 
O'Brien: 5 - oof; surely, something more could have been done here. 

Coming Soon:
????: _Star Trek - Probe_ by Margaret Wander Bonanno (Giant, Hardcover)
June: _Star Trek - Renegade_ by Gene DeWeese (#55)
July: _Star Trek: The Next Generation--Boogeymen_ by Mel Gilden (#17)
      _Star Trek: The Next Generation--Technical Manual_ by Rick Sternbach
         and Michael Okuda, with special introduction by Gene Roddenberry 
         (Trade Paper)
Sept: _Star Trek: The First 25 Years_ by Gene Roddenberry and Susan Sackett
         (Oversized "coffee-table" Hardcover)

Mike Shappe

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 16:12:51 GMT
From: ronin@ronin.sbi.com (Barry Wright)
Subject: Oracle-Assisted SF (re: Philip K. Dick)

The talk lately on Philip K. Dick reminded me of a question I had about
THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE and other works in which the author may have
used techniques that lend new meaning to the term "ghostwriting."

***SPOILER ALERT and CAVEAT EMPTOR***

Caveat: It has been far too many years since I read TMITHC, so my memory on
this whole issue may be faulty.  I don't have a copy currently to check for
accuracy.  Also, my question itself definitely contains a minor spoiler for
those who haven't read the book and intend to.

THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE is an alternative-reality history of post-WWII
America, which starts with the basic premise that Germany won the war. A
running theme throughout the book is the I Ching or Book of Changes. (A
Chinese book often used as an Oracle. The reader throws coins or
manipulates yarrow stalks to cast a hexagram, which is then used to
determine what's going on in the present and what is the most likely path
the future will follow.) Characters often refer to the I Ching and cast
hexagrams as an integral part of the plot (which follows the basic premise,
because the I Ching was first translated from the Chinese and made popular
in Germany).

My memory of the book (which may be faulty) is that at the end, PKDick lets
the reader in on the novel's in-joke, which is that it was _co-written_ by
the I Ching!  After starting with the basic premise, every time he got to a
plot twist where he needed to make a decision about whether to go "right"
or "left," he would cast a hexagram and write the plot twist based on its
outcome.

Now this struck me not only as a highly creative device for a writer to
employ, but also as an interesting experiment in occult science. If, in
fact, the I Ching or other such works _do_ have some mystical power or
significance, then TMITHC was quite possibly the first novel ever written
by such an oracle.

My question for the group is, does anyone know of other "creative writing"
(or possibly "creative auto-writing") experiments such as this, in which
the author used fortune-telling or oracular devices as a "co-author"?

Barry Wright
ronin@ronin.sbi.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 01:42:28 GMT
From: pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Paul S Shannon)
Subject: Re: Oracle-Assisted SF (re: Philip K. Dick)

ronin@ronin.sbi.COM (Barry Wright) writes:
>The talk lately on Philip K. Dick reminded me of a question I had about
>THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE and other works in which the author may have
>used techniques that lend new meaning to the term "ghostwriting."

[stuff about MITHC deleted]

>My memory of the book (which may be faulty) is that at the end, PKDick
>lets the reader in on the novel's in-joke, which is that it was
>_co-written_ by the I Ching!  After starting with the basic premise, every
>time he got to a plot twist where he needed to make a decision about
>whether to go "right" or "left," he would cast a hexagram and write the
>plot twist based on its outcome.

Um, PKD did NOT use the I-Ching to write the book.  There was a book within
the book called _the Grasshopper Lies Heavy_ or something like that.  THAT
was supposed to have been written by the I-Ching, and is supposed to be an
indication that the "reality" of the MITHC is false.  The "alternate
history" of the _Grasshopper_ is supposed to be the actual one (of course,
ours is false also).  PKD supposed that the I-Ching transcended these
versions of history to reflect what is real.

Oracle assisted SF...
I had this theory that L. Ron Hubbard was communicating his new books that
are coming out now through a Ouija board.  Does that count?

You might consider some computer produced novels, that rely on some
randomizer to do turns in the plot.  Oh!  Harlequin romances quite likely
are written this way.  Just take the names and settings from some database!

Cheng-Jih Chen

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Berry & Dickson (2 msgs) & Farren (2 msgs) &
                   Herbert (3 msgs) & Kagan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 18:30:47 GMT
From: dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Stephen Ames Berry

Stephen Ames Berry has published (to my knowledge) four books:
   _The Biofab War_
   _The Battle For Terra Two_
   _The AI War_
   _Final Assault_

These books all tell parts of the same story.  I've enjoyed them very much.
Unfortunately, I've never seen anything else by Mr. Berry.

If anyone knows any other works by this author, or any planned works,
please post, or e-mail to:

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 16:49:12 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Dickson

I just read "Young Bleys", and I enjoyed it very much.  It has caused me to
alter some of my impressions of Dickson.

I used to think of Dickson as a poor man's EE Smith or Van Vogt.  He wrote
some books like Dorsai and R-master which I really enjoyed, but for every
book I enjoyed there were about 3 I couldn't get into very much.  This was
all as a teenager, and since my reading rate has slowed down, I've stopped
reading him except for the new stuff which comes out.  Kind of sad, since I
have so much of his older stuff.

The new stuff until Young Bleys was leading me to believe that Dickson was
getting more long-winded with age.  For example "The Final Encyclopedia"
reminded me strongly of "Battlefield Earth", because to get lots of words
written, Dickson had his hero going through 100-page battle-scenes on the
evangelical planet, just like Hubbard has his hero fight 100-page forest
fires.  Both are books which at some places must be read incredibly
quickly, perhaps just reading a sentence a page just to see if its still on
the same tack.  But the "Final Encyclopedia" was smooth enought to read
that it is possible to read at such rates.

Now I have read "Young Bleys", and I believe that Dickson has skillfully
assimilated the writings of 80's people like Card and Cherryh.  It is a
growth novel of a young man who is very different from everyone else, and
there is not a nasty person in sight, or if it seems that way the nastiness
always resolves itself into either stupidity or lack of communication.  The
story moves forward very rapidly, and there are no 100-page forest fights,
because everything contributes to the development of Bleys.  Perhaps the
closest to a 100-page forest fight is the young adulthood on the farm, or
perhaps the repetition of finding hidden records, over and over again.  But
at no time did I feel the compulsion to skip whole paragraphs which I have
felt in "Final Encyclopedia" and "Chantry Guild".  I had fun reading the
book.

I've enjoyed "Young Bleys" more than any other new science fiction I've
tried written in the last 3 years, except maybe for an Appleby book, or
Eisenstein's "Crystal Palace", or Bujold's "Warrior's Apprentice", but I'm
not sure whether these were written in the last 3 years or not.  Of course,
I was in a reading mood when I read "Young Bleys", which might have made me
predisposed to like something I might not ordinarily like.

By the way, don't be frightened from this book by the Chantry Guild
mystique.  "Young Bleys" stands on its own pretty well.  Not having read
the philosophy junk from previous books shouldn't affect your enjoyment of
this book.  In fact a clean mind might make you like it more, because
Chantry fanatics are probably annoyed that this is is a prequel to "Final
Encyclopedia".

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 20:18:12 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: Dickson

>I just read "Young Bleys", and I enjoyed it very much.  It has caused me
>to alter some of my impressions of Dickson.

Thanks for the name of his new book.  I haven't seen anything new from him
in any of our bookstores or libraries (in the Childe Cycle, I mean).  Now I
can order it in.

>I used to think of Dickson as a poor man's EE Smith or Van Vogt.  He wrote
>some books like Dorsai and R-master which I really enjoyed, but for every
>book I enjoyed there were about 3 I couldn't get into very much.

I also find that I don't like much of what he writes, but what he writes
that I like, I tend to like a lot.  Of the Cycle, the only one I really
don't care for is Tactics of Mistake.  I'm less enthusiastic about The
Chantry Guild, but I really like all the others a lot.

>The new stuff until Young Bleys was leading me to believe that Dickson was
>getting more long-winded with age.  For example "The Final Encyclopedia"
>reminded me strongly of "Battlefield Earth", because to get lots of words
>written, Dickson had his hero going through 100-page battle-scenes on the
>evangelical planet, just like Hubbard has his hero fight 100-page forest
>fires.

I beg to differ about the comparison to Battlefield Earth, which, to my
shame, I admit having read.  I found the long chapters while Hal was on
Harmony to have a point, unlike BE.  Sure, it tended to get bogged down in
the details of the raids occasionally, but the whole Harmony experience is
what leads up to his partial "enlightenment" while incarcerated by Barbage.
All the chapters develop Hal and some of the other characters used
extensively throughout the remainder of the book.  I'm thinking of Rukh,
Jason, and Barbage in particular.  Child of God continues to have a great
impact on Hal after his death, too.

Furthermore, the Harmony chapters are crucial in portraying the struggles
on the Friendly worlds with the Others, just as other chapters deal with
the Dorsai, and the Exotics.  This struggle introduces Barbage and Child of
God, who are two very curious characters, I feel.  Talk about guys you'd
like to hate, and yet must still yield credit to.

Harmony is where Hal starts to come of age.  Coby was just a stopover to
let him grow up physically and have a little more dealings with a segment
of humanity he'd never seen before.  It didn't do much for his development
and none of those characters are involved later on.

>Both are books which at some places must be read incredibly quickly,
>perhaps just reading a sentence a page just to see if its still on the
>same tack.  But the "Final Encyclopedia" was smooth enought to read that
>it is possible to read at such rates.

I feal that much of importance would be missed if one merely skimmed the
Harmony chapters.

>Now I have read "Young Bleys", and I believe that Dickson has skillfully
>assimilated the writings of 80's people like Card and Cherryh.

Funny you should mention Card.  He's another one I find like Dickson; I
either like or don't like his stuff.  I liked Ender's Game a lot.  I am
also really enjoying the Alvin Maker stuff.  Other things, like Wyrms, I
just plain don't like.  I haven't cared much for anything Cherryh has
written (that I'm familiar with).  So there you have my unrequested tastes.

>It is a growth novel of a young man who is very different from everyone
>else, and there is not a nasty person in sight, or if it seems that way
>the nastiness always resolves itself into either stupidity or lack of
>communication.

It's my experience in life that there are just plain nasty people.  I'm
with the Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy as far as this
miscommunication-leads-to-conflict stuff - by removing all barriers to
communication, the Babel Fish caused more frequent and terrible wars than
anything else in the Galaxy.  Much can be worked out with discussion, but
much also can't.

>The story moves forward very rapidly, and there are no 100-page forest
>fights, because everything contributes to the development of Bleys.

As I feel the Harmony chapters do for Hal in The Final Encyclopedia.

>I had fun reading the book.

Great!  I expect I will too when I finally get hold of a copy.

>By the way, don't be frightened from this book by the Chantry Guild
>mystique.  "Young Bleys" stands on its own pretty well.

Most of his Cycle books stand on their own quite well as he explains the
general thesis of the series in each one where and when appropriate.  As a
matter of fact, those places tend to be the only ones I care to skip (now)
because I'm already "in the know".

>Not having read the philosophy junk from previous books shouldn't affect
>your enjoyment of this book.

One man's junk is another's treasure.  It's the philosophy "junk" that I
like about the series.  It's not MY philosophy, to be sure, BUT, the
philosophy is what gives the meat to the Cycle that attracts me.  This is
why I like Dune (the first book) so much, too.

>   a clean mind might make you like it more, because Chantry fanatics are
>probably annoyed that this is is a prequel to "Final Encyclopedia".

As an avowed Childe Cycle fanatic, I can state that I would not be annoyed
by anything dealing with the Cycle.  What do I care what order it comes in?
I'm just going to reread it all again later in the "proper" order anyways!
The only thing I ask is that he finish the book that contains Hal's final
triumph in development before he [Dickson] dies.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 22:30:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: _Necrom_

cumming@pica.army.mil (Robert C. Cumming) writes:
>Has anyone else read "Necrom" by Mick Farren?  Any opinions?  I just got
>done reading it and found it to be reasonably fast-paced and moderately
>enjoyable.  However, the ending seemed a bit of a letdown in so far as
>there was a sort of central mystery running through the book and all sorts
>of diverse and yet presumably related things happening to the protagonist,
>but there was neither (at least in my mind) a satisfactory explanation for
>the central mystery or any real explanation of how the other events that
>the main character was dragged into tied together or with the mainline of
>the plot.  I guess what I'm really saying is that the book seems to leave
>an awful lot of loose ends and I get the feeling that there ought to be
>(horrors!) a sequel.  Does anyone know if there is/will be one?

By the strangest coincidence, I also just read this book (yesterday
evening) and I guess I liked it (at least it was the best book by Mick
Farren that I have read), but yes, it did leave some questions in my mind.
What *may* explain why things were left relatively unresolved though, was
the way Joe seems at first to be recruited by the good guys, only it turns
out that they were probably the bad guys (knowingly or not).  Would you
explain to the stalking goat you are conning into doing something unsavory
for you, *why* he is the best candidate for the job?  Moreover, his
'exceptional' aura is likely a result of the fact that he *does* end up in
a fairly important position, and maybe not that he is particularly
qualified for it.

I guess I am just tired of the formula used in too many books, whereby the
main character seems able to tell at a glance which side is the good side.
Remember _Darker than you think_ by Williamson, where the unique twist was
that the main character got recruited by the bad side?  Well, that was what
I enjoyed in _Necrom_.  The real nature of the 'idimmu' was rather
unexpected and the biblical references actually clear up pretty well what
happened before (in the background) and though not explicit, it is a rather
convincing version of reality.  And I do hope there will not be a sequel!

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 18:52:45 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Mick Farren

In a recent issue of "SPIN," there's an article called "The Six Greatest
Rock & Roll Stories Ever Told," and one of the segments is credited to a
Mick Farren. Anybody know if this is the same Mick Farren that works in our
genre?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 21:29:12 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>In a recent issue of "SPIN," there's an article called "The Six Greatest
>Rock & Roll Stories Ever Told," and one of the segments is credited to a
>Mick Farren. Anybody know if this is the same Mick Farren that works in
>our genre?

Yep.  He used to be the lead singer of the Pink Fairies, back in the late
60s/early 70s, who were pals of Hawkwind's.  He also had a career or two as
a rock journalist - used to write a very good column for Crawdaddy before
his fiction writing started to take off.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 20:48:00 GMT
From: DAVID%CSVAX1@iruccvax.ucc.ie
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #145

This is related to a discussion a while back on Herbert's Dune saga.

I have been meaning to read them for a while , and now a 'friend' will give
me all 5 books at a 'reasonable' price. However she insists the collection
stay intact.

I'm not sure if I want all 5, the first is definitely a must read judging
from the comments, but what of the others ?

All (reasonable) comment appreciated thanks.

Dave O' Byrne

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 07:31:24 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #145

DAVID%CSVAX1@iruccvax.ucc.ie says:
>This is related to a discussion a while back on Herbert's Dune saga.  I'm
>not sure if I want all 5, the first is definitely a must read judging from
>the comments, but what of the others ?

   First, there are 6 Dune books: Dune, Messiah of-, Children of-, God
Emporer of-, Heretics of -, and Chapterhouse-.  I'd say that the first was
a must, the second and third are reasonable but are only sequels (not
imteresting in their own right), and after that it breaks down.  The fourth
book is different, and many people say it just isn't Dune, but I cite that
as a reason to read it because it is new development.  Forget the last two;
they're 95% talk followed by a bit of action at the end, and that first 95%
is tough to endure.
   Dune, etc. are not only in print, but they should be easy to find in
used bookstores.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 11:02:30 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #145

Bill Johnston writes:
>    First, there are 6 Dune books: Dune, Messiah of-, Children of-, God
> Emporer of-, Heretics of -, and Chapterhouse-.  I'd say that the first
> was a must, the second and third are reasonable but are only sequels (not
> imteresting in their own right), and after that it breaks down.  The
> fourth book is different, and many people say it just isn't Dune, but I
> cite that as a reason to read it because it is new development.  Forget
> the last two; they're 95% talk followed by a bit of action at the end,
> and that first 95% is tough to endure.

No, no, NO!

_Heretics of Dune_ (5) is awesome, and _Chapterhouse: Dune_ (6) is nearly
as good.

With the other four books to flesh out his universe, Herbert went away and
wrote a whole heap about the Bene Gesserit [who were rather enigmatic in
the previous four books], and the Bene Tlielax.  He touches on Ix as well
as the returning from The Scattering.

There is huge scope, as well as small detail. Without all the descriptions
needed [because the were all done away with in the first four, you see!],
the books are all story. I would even step out on another treacherous limb,
and cast my vote for _Heretics of Dune_ being *better* than _Dune_. I
re-read the entire series over a period of three weeks or so, late last
year. Superlatives aside, it was a fine read.

I think Herbert made the universe feel even more infinite than it already
seems to be.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.oz

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 02:37:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re: Janet Kagan

   There were four stories about Mirabile (that I know of, though I have
wondered if I missed a fifth in there somewhere) - "The Loch Moose
Monster", "The Return of the Kangaroo Rex", "The Flowering Inferno", and
"Raising Cane".  They will appear in book form in (let me check here)
October, in hardcover; the volume will be called "Mirabile".  This is all
according to Locus, and thus the information is subject to change as the
date approaches.
   They are terrific stories, every bit as wonderful as her Star Trek novel
"Uhura's Song" and her non-Trek "Hellspark" (which seems to be out of print
at the moment, more's the pity; I found a battered copy in a used book
store and treasure it).  She has an incredibly vivid imagination.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 23-Apr  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #150
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA05081; Tue, 23 Apr 91 09:12:58 EDT
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 91 09:12:58 EDT
Message-Id: <9104231312.AA05081@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #150
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 91 09:12:58 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #150
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 23 Apr 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 150

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Kerr (2 msgs) & Lackey & Laumer &
                         Le Guin (2 msgs) & Pratchett & Simmons &
                         Request Answers (5 msgs) & Battletech

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 17:42:51 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Raleff the Wanderer)
Subject: Re: _the deverry saga_... *help*!! (*SPOILERS*)

This is really rather much of a spoiler, but predictable:

   I think the most annoying thing about the end of _The Dragon Revenant_
(Dragonspell) is that now that Nevyn has completed his promise to the Gods,
is he going to die immediately afterwards, or will he continue to live for
as long as he would have if he didn't make the promise?
   I just am curious what will happen if Nevyn dies.  Won't the dark
Dweomer then become much more powerful than the light?

Cliff Chen
raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 20:47:39 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, net.god {retired})
Subject: Re: _the deverry saga_... *help*!! (*SPOILERS*)

raleff@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU writes:
>more spoilers:
>I just am curious what will happen if Nevyn dies.

Not if, when. The Deverry books are moving into another cycle - Kit is
done with the current characters and is going to focus on other stories and
people for a while. Nevyn has finished the task he was on the world for,
and so his time is done.

>Won't the dark Dweomer then become much more powerful than the light?

No, not really. Remember that Nevyn is not THAT force against the dark, but
A force against the dark. And that he's accomplished his tasks. Nevyn is
not (and never was) a supernatural being or demi-god, just a normal person
who opened his mouth at the wrong time, so don't read more his place in the
larger scheme of things than is really there.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 17:03:50 GMT
From: 8718288@ul.ie (the person in the attic...)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey/By the sword

oscar cwajbaum asked:
>Are there any Merecedes Lackey fans out there?  in particular, does anyone
>have any comments about her new book, By the Sword?

Yes, I'm here!  Actually I only came across Ms. Lackey's work recently, and
utterly by accident - bumped into "By the Sword" in a bookshop when I was
stuck for something to read (chronic condition with me).

Well to start with the other books, I've got the trilogy about Talia and
loved it, in fact I thought it was better than "By the Sword", and I just
bought "Magic's Pawn" (first of the last Herald-Mage trilogy) and loved
that!  Now I'm wondering how I'm going to get to finish that trilogy - it's
not available in British publication and Forbidden Planet for some reason
has only the 1st and 3rd books in the American edition (agh!).  Anyone know
if there are any plans to publish it over here?

So about "By the Sword" - I loved that too!  (Do I hear someone say `this
girl is a Mercedes Lackey fan'? :-) ) I'm into books with strong female
heroes, and Kerowyn is one of the best I've come across.  The only thing
was that I had a slight feeling of `so what?' at the end. There wasn't
really any uniting theme, I felt.  Kerowyn would acquire a goal, go ahead
and achieve it, find another one, and so on.  The book didn't seem to build
up to anything much.  All the same, I'm really looking forward to the new
series after Kerowyn has become a herald.

Somebody else was asking about the timeline in the book (ye gods!  I'm not 
the only person who has a thing about timelines in books!). I decided that 
Kero must be about 35 at the end of "By the Sword".  That's assuming she's 
around 15 or so at the beginning, spends about 5 years training (I can't 
remember if the time spent training is ever stated), another 5 or so till 
she meets Eldan, and then 10 years after she leaves him till the end (that 
bit is stated, I remember).

Well, enough for now.

Dorian

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 13:59:20 GMT
From: pmv@stl.stc.co.uk (Paul M. Venkatesh)
Subject: Re: Retief of the CDT

ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz writes:
>I don't know if this is a complete list, but these are the ones I have
>read: 
>
>Retief and the Pangalactic Pageant of Pulchritude, 278 pages
>Retief: Diplomat at Arms
>Retief at Large, 440, Short stories.
>Retief in the Ruins, 247, Three stories.
>Retief: Emissary to the Stars, 270, Short stories.
>Retief and the Warlords, 266
>Retief: Envoy to New Worlds, 245, Short stories.
>Retief to the Rescue, 250
>Retief's War, 218
>The Return of Retief, 221
>Reward for Retief, 340

I seem to remember reading a book called Retief's Ransom where he kept
getting kidnapped. About the only other thing I can remember which won't
spoil the story is that there was a chief whose grandfather was called
Chief Boo Boo Boo, his father was called Chief Boo Boo, and he was Chief
Boo.

Raises all sorts of questions about what the next chief would be called.
:-)

Are any of the above titles available in paperback?

Paul Venkatesh
pmv@stl.stc.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 20:29:15 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Tehanu (General Spoilers for EarthSea)

tjlee@iastate.edu (Tom Lee) writes:
>True, it's sad to see Earthsea get put in with the children's books.  It's
>something like hearing Doctor Who called a children's program, but on the
>other hand it's like seeing very mature ideas in _The Phantom Tollbooth_
>or on "Sesame Street."

Why is it sad?

To quote Le Guin:

"The real trouble isn't the money, it's the adult chauvinist piggery...
The British seem not to believe publishers' categorizations of 'juvenile,'
'teen-age,' 'young adult,' etc. so devoutly as we do.  It is interesting,
that, for instance, Andre Norton is often reviewed with complete respect by
English papers, including the _Times Literary Supplement_.  No pats, no
sniggers, no put-downs.  They seem to be aware that fantasy is the great
age-equalizer; if it's good when you're twelve it's quite likely to be just
as good, or better, when you're thirty-six."

(From her essay, "Dreams Must Explain Themselves.")

I'm very glad that the Earthsea books are categorized as children's
literature.  Otherwise, I probably would not have discovered them when I
did, at age twelve.  I hereby testify that they are perfectly appropriate
books for a child that age.  And I still love them.

I still read a fair amount of children's literature, both rereading books I
read when I was a kid and trying new books.  There is no reason children's
literature cannot be good literature, period.

End of sermon.

Janet Lafler
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 19:12:00 GMT
From: adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka)
Subject: Re: Tehanu (General Spoilers for EarthSea)

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QUEENSU.CA writes:
> Aside from being completely appalled by it being in the children's
> section (where Earthsea doesn't quite belong; young adult, maybe), there
> is a very subtle point in Tehanu were the dragon Kalessin calls Ged
> 'Segoy'.

Check again.  Tehanu addresses Kalessin as 'Segoy'.  Your point about
Tehanu becoming Archmage is interesting.  I rather suspected that there
would never be another archmage and so 'Earthsea' as it is now known would
be gone, but something new would arise.

I certainly hope Le Guin doesn't keep us hanging for long.

Julia Kosatka
Administrative Computing
User Services

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 00:48:32 GMT
From: stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg)
Subject: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)

I re-read Wyrd Sisters again for about the fourth time a few days ago, and
am compelled to act as flame-bait: specifically, this is the best of his
Disk World (make that "Dysk") books that have appeared in the U.S.
(Pyramids was the most recent).  It is every bit as funny as the first two,
and shows Pratchett's obvious devotion to the English language and one of
its prominent past masters (as well as several more recent masters of
humor).

(As long as I'm going for the flames, I thought Sourcery was the worst of
the lot.  About .5 on a 0-1 scale, while most of the others rate .9+)

Besides flames, perhaps I could attract some discussion as well.  Besides
the *obvious* humorous bits in Wyrd Sisters, there were some subtle ones.
For example, how many of you successfully cross-pollenated Hwel's name with
the comment about names chosen by city-living dwarves?  I confess I didn't
make the connection the first time through, and yes, of course I recognized
Hwel immediately!

On the other hand, it strikes me now that a great too many people might not
recognize the three wyrd sisters (or the ghost, must have the ghost! even
if it doesn't belong quite there).  How many of you don't "get it?"

Stu Friedberg
stuart@cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 16:06:44 GMT
From: jeanie@media-lab.media.mit.edu.MEDIA.MIT.EDU (Jean Kim)
Subject: Hyperion

Hi folks!

Midst all the time travelling stories, I was wondering if anyone has read
_Hyperion_ and _The Fall of Hyperion_ by D. Simmons.  The author did not
specify what an "anti-entropic field" was but supposedly this made the tomb
within it go backwards in time.

Anyone else who read this have an enlightening explanation as to what this
field might be?

Jeanie

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 05:39:24 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: "PANDORA'S PLANET,"  Christopher Anvil

( *note* :  spoiler in query )

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>   Many years ago I read a book that I THOUGHT was by Gordon Dickson; but
> I have never found it since. The title of the book was "Pandora's Planet"
> and it dealt with the discovery of Earth by a leonine race who, it turned
> out, had IQs about 20-40 points LOWER (on the average) than humanity.
> Once we humans got out into the galaxy, the Leonine's empire was in
> trouble. (As I recall, it ended with the humans encountering a race that
> was about that much smarter than WE were.)
>
>   Does anyone know who really wrote this, and where, if anywhere,
> it can be obtained? I have not seen a copy of it for almost 18 years.
 
"PANDORA'S PLANET," by "Christopher Anvil."  (I believe "Anvil" is a
pseudonym for Harry C. Crosby, Jr., the guy who is listed as copyright
owner inside all the "Anvil" books.  Someone else can probably check me on
this, since I don't have one of those lists of SF pseudonyms handy.)
 
"PANDORA'S PLANET" was published in paperback by DAW (after an initial run
in hardback by Doubleday, I *think*) about 17-18 years ago.  I remember the
original story, the lead section of the book, as showing up in the same
issue of ANALOG as Nicholas Van Rijn's first appearance ("MARGIN OF
PROFIT," September(?), 1956.), so it was a *good* issue.  Cover by Kelly
Freas, who also did the cover of the DAW edition.  (Freas also did the very
first illustration ever of Nick Van Rijn in that issue, and the guy (who
shall remain nameless!) who illustrated "THE MAN WHO COUNTS" a short while
later never even came close.)

One of the hugely interesting things about this book is that "Anvil" wrote
a series of stories about a human group interacting with the Centrans,
which showed up in ANALOG over a period of years; and then, for the book
publication, used only that FIRST story as part of the book, to set the
stage. Most of the book is told from the viewpoint of a bright Centran, and
references are made to all the UN-collected subsequent ANALOG stories,
which occur off-stage.  Consequently, the DAW novel is *not* a batch of
short stories and novellas pasted together, but a pretty good yarn that
develops linearly from the very good first story.  I just wish there'd been
a companion book, a collection of the allied "Anvil" Centran yarns.
 
I also wish I'd kept my copy, because it's been a few years since *I* saw
one, too.  Good luck finding it, and I hope there were reprints.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 21:56:21 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: The name of a book...

iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt) writes:
>Does anyone know the name of a book (and author please) where the "secret"
>of hyperdrive is based on a mechanical principle which is usually easily
>discovered, but which, when discovered removes the impetus for
>technological development.
>
>I believe that the first novel/story involved a space going race landing
>on Earth in modern times and deploying troops with muskets in echelon
>line, promptly to be mown done by automatic weapons.
 
 You've quite accurately described the short story "The Road Not Taken" by
Harry Turtledove. It can be found in the Turtledove anthology
_Kaliedoscope_. I'm not aware of any sequels or novels based on this; in my
opinion the story hinges on the concept of the consequences of discovering
the hyperdrive or not, and it would be rather redundant to write more
stories in the same "universe" unless Turtledove (or someone) comes up with
another central premise.  

Jim Kasprzak          
RPI, Troy, NY         
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 15:56:20 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: The name of a book...

Jim Kasprzak@itsgw.rpi.edu writes:
>>I believe that the first novel/story involved a space going race landing
>>on Earth in modern times and deploying troops with muskets in echelon
>>line, promptly to be mown done by automatic weapons.
>
>  You've quite accurately described the short story "The Road Not Taken"
> by Harry Turtledove.

He did write at least one other story in the same universe.  It was
published in _Analog_. It took place several centuries later, after humans
have spread out and conquered the galaxy with their advanced technology
(advanced compared to all the other spacefaring races, anyway.) I *almost*
remember the title; it was the name of an early stage of stellar
evolution. (Gee, that helps)

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 06:50:07 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: The name of a book...

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>  You've quite accurately described the short story "The Road Not Taken"
> by Harry Turtledove. It can be found in the Turtledove anthology
> _Kaliedoscope_. I'm not aware of any sequels or novels based on this; in
> my opinion the story hinges on the concept of the consequences of
> discovering the hyperdrive or not, and it would be rather redundant to
> write more stories in the same "universe" unless Turtledove (or someone)
> comes up with another central premise.

There is a sequel which ran in Analog (as did "The Road Not Taken").  I
don't recall the title off hand.  The story is set a thousand or so years
later.  The subsequent history to TRNT was a rampant imperialistic
expansion by the humans followed by over-extension, the usual civil wars,
and imperial collapse.  At the time of the story the Human affected region
of the Galaxy is in a state similar to the dark ages in Europe.  This is
all background information in the story, very casually alluded to.

The story itself is about an interstellar organization discovering that
there is another race which has independently discovered technology and is
ramping up for their own imperialist expansion.  The bulk of the story
deals with what they do about it.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 15:09:37 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Yet another, name that story...

richb@sunaus.oz (Rich Burridge) writes:
> The plot goes something like this:
> Group of people land on a planet, discover there is a large tunnel and
> various holes running through everything (hills, buildings etc.).
> Inhabitants of the planet, step over an imaginary object at certain
> places.
> 
> Anyway, the cause of all this is a *very* low fast circling moon of the
> planet, impossibly orbiting about three feet above sea-level.

The story is "The Holes Around Mars" by Jerome Bixby. It has been
anthologized a few times, including in Asimov's "Where Do We Go From Here?"
which is by and large a good anthology.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 23:47:01 GMT
From: ivan@wam.umd.edu (Evo Gonzalez)
Subject: Btech novels

Does anyone know when the third Battletech novel is going to come out?  The
first two were excellent.  I didn't think that a book based on a role
playing game could be so entertaining.  If you know anything about the
third book, please post it or send me some e-mail.

evo
ivan@avw.umd.edu
igonzale@umdacc.umd.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Films - Frankenstein Unbound & RoboCop 3 &
                        Tolkien Films (2 msgs) & Warlock &
                        Aliens III & Total Recall (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 21:27:31 GMT
From: makinney@wkuvx1.bitnet (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: Re: Frankenstein Unbound

I found that when I was working on a project for my English class last year
(that just happened to be about _Frankenstein_). I found it intriguing, but
I have a few problems.

*** SPOILER ***

Where did the monster city come from? As far as I know Frankie and his mate
were the only two. I guess it doesn't matter, since the timelines diverge
over the mate issue anyway.

At any rate, I enjoyed the tech mix involved. Coming soon, the Mi-Go invade
in force and Cthulhu drops in for lunch with Captain Picard :)

Mark Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 03:22:30 GMT
From: rquazi@engws9.ic.sunysb.edu (Rishad Quazi)
Subject: Re: RoboCop 3

Richard.Travsky@bbs.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky) writes:
>Someone on rec.arts.movies reports that RoboCop 3 is currently filming in
>Atlanta.  No other info - anyone here know more?

   I saw a segment about it on some entertainment news show. Apparently
Peter Weller is not playing Murphy/Robocop this time. It's some other guy
whose name slips my mind. My only hope is that they fully explore the
avenue that they hinted at in Robocop II, but never got around to -
Murphy's re-discovery of his humanity, and his relationship with his wife.
I think there's a lot of potential there for developing the character
there.

   Personally, I really liked both the movies, despite what most people I
know have to say about the excessive violence (??) and language. Maybe it's
because I'm a CS major! :^)

Rishad J. Quazi
SUNY at Stony Brook
rquazi@csserv1.ic.sunysb.edu
rquazi@sbccvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 19:44:46 GMT
From: dma@ism.isc.com
Subject: Tolkien and Film Rights

I don't have at hand any biographies of Tolkien, but I'm trusting the
members of this group to perhaps guide me in the right direction.

I'm looking for any evidence about the sale of the rights to film "Lord of
the Ring". That includes "The Hobbit" and/or the trilogy, if such a
contract was ever considered separately.

More specifically, I'd like to find out if those rights were ever offered
for sale in the late sixties to any interested parties; whether film
directors Stanley Kubrick or Michael Antonioni were ever approached or
involved in such a discussion; or whether Ralph Bakshi was the only person
involved. I'm also interested to find out whether Tolkien himself had any
thoughts on the matter, and whether live-action or animated concepts were
discussed while he was still living.

If you're aware of any biographies or articles that cover this topic,
please let me know at dma@ism.isc.com. Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 20:12:25 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Tolkien and Film Rights

dma@ism.isc.com writes:
> More specifically, I'd like to find out if those rights were ever offered
> for sale in the late sixties to any interested parties; whether film
> directors Stanley Kubrick or Michael Antonioni were ever approached or
> involved in such a discussion; or whether Ralph Bakshi was the only
> person involved.

I seem to remember that sometime in the late '60s or early 70s, John Borman
(Deliverance, Zardoz) was considering a film version (live-action, I
believe) of The Lord of the Rings, but he never got off the ground with it.
I don't remember hearing any other details about this.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 13:09:17 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: WARLOCK

				   WARLOCK
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  Three years after the coming
     attractions ran, WARLOCK is finally getting a release, albeit
     spotty.  A prestigious producer, a good director, and a
     distinguished cast turn out a good drive-in horror movie made
     with care and imagination.  The one flaw is a rather obvious
     borrowing from the plot of TERMINATOR.  Rating: low +2 (-4 to
     +4).

     One of the odd mysteries of cinema of late has been "whatever happened
to WARLOCK?"  Three years ago there were coming attractions that promised a
horror film with a nice look.  From what we saw it could have been decent
or it could have been another special effects and gore film.  But for three
years it did not seem to get released either to theaters or to cassette.
Finally, in 1991, the film is getting a spotty, here-and-there release and
while nothing great, it is certainly closer to my best hopes than to my
worst fears.  Only on reading material about the film afterwards do I
discover that the film had a pedigree that should have raised my
expectations perhaps to the point that I would have been disappointed when
I actually saw the film.  It is produced by Arnold Kopelson, who also
produced PLATOON.  It is directed by Steve Miner, whose HOUSE did have some
good moments.  It stars Julian Sands of A ROOM WITH A VIEW and Richard
Grant of WITHNAIL AND I.  The film has a very nice look.  It is clear this
was not intended to be a film dominated by special effects.  There is a
little gore, about the amount you might find in a Hammer Films horror piece
of the early 1960s.  Most of the other effects are nicely orchestrated, and
occasionally done with the subtlety to leave the viewer not quote sure what
has just been seen.

   The worst touch is that the basic plot is very similar to TERMINATOR.
The film opens near Boston, Massachusetts, in the year 1691.  A rather
unappealing witchfinder, Giles Redferne (played by Richard Grant) has
sentenced to death a rather charismatic sorcerer (played by Julian Sands).
Our warlock escapes with a spell that catapults both him and the
witchfinder into modern-day Los Angeles.  There the warlock begins a
mission to re-unite three separated sections of the Devil's Grimoire.  When
brought together they will tell the warlock God's most secret name.  (This
aspect sounds more as if it came from the Kaballah than from 17th Century
European tradition.)  Reciting that name backwards will uncreate the world
which then presumably Satan can recreate by his rules.  The warlock kills
one of the two housemates who care for him after a somewhat rocky arrival.
The other housemate he curses.  Each morning she will find herself aged
twenty years over the day before.  This rapidly aging woman (played by Lori
Singer) and the witchfinder set out to find and stop the warlock.

   This is an oddly sexless film and that works in its favor.  The plot is
never stopped nor is its mood sabotaged for gratuitous scenes of
titillation.  Nor is the film padded out with long chase scenes.  The film
is 102 minutes long because there was just about 102 minutes of story to
tell.  Most of those 102 minutes show some imagination.  Don't get me
wrong: WARLOCK is a drive-in sort of movie, not great cinema.  It is not a
ground- breaker even as a horror film.  It is a drive-in movie that
delivers the goods just about every moment it is on the screen.  I give it
a low +2 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 14:39:36 GMT
From: florian@convex.csd.uwm.edu (Chris Florian)
Subject: ALIENS III

Well I received several requests to post something about
'Aliens 3'.

STOP NOW if you don't want me to possibly tell you some of what the third
movie might be about if they ever make it.

***SPOILER WARNING***

Humanity finally gets to the edge of the universe.  (I don't think Ripley
makes it to this point.)  We find the Aliens at war with a race of giants.
Remember in 'Alien,' when they went into the huge horse-shoe shaped ship on
lv-426?  The huge alien that was in the chair, with his chest blown out?
Well these are the guys.

Well, it's the 'Aliens' vs the Giants, and the 'Aliens' are winning!!

Being the well-meaning people we are, we decide to help the Giants.  We use
our newly developed weapons and past knowledge of these pesky critters to
help the Giants win.

Weeellll, someone along the way finds out what's really going on...

A long time ago, in a galaxy far,  far away, a great adventure
took place....

Sorry wrong plot.

A long time ago, the giants had been taking over the whole galaxy.  They
were doing a pretty good job until they came upon a helpless, and peace
loving planet.  Well, as the Giants began wiping out everyone, the
scientists, being experts in genetic engineering, developed the perfect
warrior - 

THE ALIEN!

Some of the following was left out in the movie, and other 
things were added:

The Alens ARE bad.

Highly corrosive acid for blood, hurt one, it melts a hole in your ship.

These creatures grow inside the enemy, and more than one can be placed
inside a host.

With the exoskeleton, they are very strong.  You need to be when fighting
giants.

The Aliens don't breath, don't really eat and live in a natural space suit,
so blasting it into space is like dumping your puppy next to the road, for
someone else to come by and pick up, though much less pleasant.

Any adult Alien can 'impregnate' a host, as many times as it wants.  They
are a-sexual.  {Sorry folks, you don't need a giant mommy to lay the
'eggs'.}

The 'eggs' that were so nicely placed in the first movie, and randomly
placed in the second, AREN'T eggs.  When the Aliens implant in a host, the
larva can become dormant (don't ask me how) and wait for years until they
are disturbed.  The 'eggs' were placed evenly, because that was what was
left of the crew of the horse-shoe ship, placed next to each other,
side-by-side, like sardines.  The Aliens lived off the bodies of the hosts
for a thousand years, until they were found.  There were places like this
left all over the galaxy, they were reinforcements in case the battle went
bad.

Some of the points about the aliens were hinted about in the book 'Alien'.
After they dumped the body of... I forget his name, the first one who got
'infected', later he happened to float by, with a hole blown through his
body bag. Looks like he wasn't empty yet.

Well because we ALWAYS want to do the right thing, we turn on the Giants
and help the Aliens.  We win. Happy ending.

I really hope they make this into a movie.  Aliens was my favorite
SF/Horror movie of all time.  There was so much suspense, my girlfriend
almost broke my hand a few times during the movie.

Anyone else know of any SF/Horror that isn't a clone of Alien, and matches
the tension level of this great movie?  All I can find at Blockbuster are
second rate SF and many of the good old ones too.

So long, and remember, it's impolite to have a toothy slug pop out of your
chest while everyone is eating.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 16:37:25 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not?

ault@caen.engin.umich.edu (Matthew Ault) writes:
>...all in one concentrated burst, or sort of anyway.  (Do they ever state
>in the movie how long the Rekall process normally takes?)  As opposed to a
>dream, which would take place over time.  (Another question: does anyone
>know if there have been studies on how long an actual dream lasts as
>compared to how long it seems to have lasted to the person doing the
>dreaming?)

I had the impression when I saw the film that the Rekall service was an
in-and-out session, like a visit to the doctor's office.  Not something you
could do on your lunch hour, but not an all-day matinee either. In answer
to the dream study question, I've read that while the dreamer may have a
sense of experiences and events over almost any length of time, actual
dreams last an average of from 30 seconds to about 4 minutes.  Longer
dreams of up to 20 minutes are possible but rare and usually brought on by
stress or illness.  It would seem that dreams do not occur in real time but
rather are "assembled" quickly within the sleeper's brain by some sort of
abstract means (aren't we wonderful?).  This perspective supports the
"out-patient" view for the Rekall service.

As a general comment on all this _Total Recall_ discussion, it fascinates
me that people have such very different experiences of their own dreams
with regards to level of detail, viewpoint, and sense of distinction from
waking memories.  I've known people for whom there is no way to tell
between their dreams and memories and others for whom there could not be a
bigger difference.  In this way, a movie like _Total Recall_ strains my
belief because it presupposes that everyone's mind works exactly the same
way and that the Rekall process therefore would have a uniform, money-back
guaranteed effect on all customers.

As to Quaid's wondering whether it's all just a dream, I feel that to
debate whether it was or wasn't is to miss the point - our most exciting
and important experiences are best lived, not dreamt.  Quaid's faintly sad
uncertainty is a reminder that our society values action and hungers for
real-life experience.  Some have proposed that this was a movie to help
prepare us for the future issues of virtual reality.  To that I say, dream
on.  For me, it reaffirmed how I like to live.

Science fiction is denigrated for setting out to be thoughtful and ending
up romping about with lots of action/special effects and provoking very
little useful thought.  _Total Recall_ gets my praise for doing both.

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 00:38:00 GMT
From: DRCURT%BSU.DECNET@msus1.bitnet (Lost in Space)
Subject: Total Recall:  Verhoeven's Dream

I tend to agree that Total Recall is a dream, and that by picking Paul
Verhoeven for director is no mistake.  Although, people will say that other
directors were considered for the job, everyone from Cronenberg to Bruce
Beresford (DRIVING MISS DAISY), Verhoeven was the only man who could get
the job done and translate the film into a Slumberland of Action.  It was
his auteristic vision on Robocop that made the film into a comic book
extravaganza turned celluloid.  Verhoeven mentioned in his interview in
Starlog #122 that comic books were his favorite genre, and therefore a very
comic book like film.  As everyone was so fond of pointing out, Verhoeven
was particular about his excessive gore and flesh, also an element of Total
Recall.  If the continuity was out of whack (i.e. the blood on/not on
Arnie's hands) was for a reason, Verhoeven knows his visuals!, it was meant
to be a dream.

Now, other fans have said that recuperative powers of Arnold Schwarzenegger
are the only reason for him to be able to pull off all the stunts he did.
One, it isn't Arnold on that screen, you've missed the whole point, it's
Douglas Quaid up there on the screen, not Arnold Schwarzenegger.  Arnold
wasn't the first man considered for the role - Richard Dreyfuss was
considered.  Now, don't you think a small, thin, unathletic person like
Dreyfuss running about doing superhuman feats would've been a little bit
more than dream-like?

But, then again, the reason some people want this film to be real is
because they don't want to be cheated out of 6 bucks by a movie that says,
"It was all a dream!"  You can get that on television for free.  Visionary
mutants?  Alien life on Mars?  I think that sounds very Dream-like.

Douglas Curtis
DRCURT%BSU.DECNET@MSUS1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 05:04:59 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #141

longley@issi.UUCP (Mark Longley) writes:
[stuff omitted]
> As to Quaid's wondering whether it's all just a dream, I feel that to
> debate whether it was or wasn't is to miss the point - our most exciting
> and important experiences are best lived, not dreamt.  Quaid's faintly
> sad uncertainty is a reminder that our society values action and hungers
> for real-life experience.  Some have proposed that this was a movie to
> help prepare us for the future issues of virtual reality.  To that I say,
> dream on.  For me, it reaffirmed how I like to live.

I think Kuato's (sp?) line is rather relevant here:
  "A man is defined by his action, not his memory."

Reality is the here and now. And virtual reality is only a tiny fraction of
what I was talking about.

This movie was too violent for my tastes, but I did like this aspect of it
very much. For me, Recall was a cinematic ground-breaker in several ways.

Jefferson Ogata
University Of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Television - Quantum Leap (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 91 17:30:16 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: QL - "Piano Man" *SPOILERS*

aidoann@engin.umich.edu (Caren B. Levine) writes:
>quinn@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Clark Quinn) writes:
>>He also seemed mighty mobile for having a bullet through a major muscle.
>>No fatigue from blood loss either.  Reality check time, folks.  And, yes,
>>I know he's got an MD, but that doesn't excuse him from suffering from
>>physical damage.  Dock them a Rambo-constitution point here.
>
>I had a problem with this too.  Particularly, how could he have driven
>extended highway mileage, plus a major chase scene with a bullett through
>his right leg?  Lorraine should have been driving for at least the time
>they were together.

He did say it was a flesh wound, didn't he?  I don't remember if he said
which muscles were pierced, but depending on how deeply to the bone the
bullet went, he might not have been all that handicapped.  I think I
remember that the bullet did not stay in his leg, but went clean through.
It might not have been as bad as we originally thought.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 16:21:04 GMT
From: DANIGR%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: QL

   For the record: I absolutely LOVE Quantum Leap.  It's one of my favorite
shows. I have a few favorites but they are insignificant.  The fact is that
I love QL, it's refreshing to me.  I find it enjoyable to watch a traveling
hero giving history a boost whenever possible. A similiar show was on a
couple of years ago - it was called Voyagers. They were actual people
trained and sent out on missions from an established head-quarters.  I
loved it too but, the main character accidentally shot thimself and all was
ended. I just have this thing about heroes. I like the idea. Now I know I
will probably get a lot of flack over this.  I don't care.  I like QL and
always will. *smile*

Miss Ginger R. Daniel
DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 91 21:12:51 GMT
From: cci632!deb@uu.psi.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - "Southern Comforts" *SPOILERS*

Apologies if this is posted twice - system problems this morning and all
that.

We thought this was going to be titled "Love For Sale" (which was no doubt
the working title), but "Southern Comforts" is a good one too - and no
doubt less offensive to Standards and Practices and various fundie sects.
;-)

Spoilers ahoy cap'n!

Southern Comforts
August 4, 1961

Air Date: April 3, 1991
Writer: Tommy Thompson
Director: Chris Ruppenthal
Guest Cast: Rita Taggart, David Graf, Georgia Emelin, Dan Butler, Lauren
Tom, Minnie Summers Lindsey, Diane Delano

It's the best little cat-house in New Orleans.  No, it's the Gilbert
Labonte Sewin' & Quiltin' Academy.  Sam finds himself the proprietor of
this worthy establishment, having to prevent the death of a resident who
doesn't belong there.  Ziggy is no help as the young lady dies under
mysterious circumstances.

Now THAT'S MY SAM!!!!  Our favorite singing, dancing, time-travelling
quantum physicist was his old self in this latest installment of the
Quantum Leap saga.

Sam leaps into Gilbert Labonte during his birthday celebration (I don't
know how old this dude was supposed to be, but there were enough candles on
his cake to illuminate Cleveland :).  Al, of course is delighted with the
whole affair, while Sam accepts it with as good grace as he can muster.  He
was nearly as embarrassed as I expected him to be, poor baby, but he
handled it well.

Al tells him that a young lady, Diana, will disappear from the house that
night.  Her body will be found 160 miles away in a swamp in her home town,
beaten to death.  Since the local authorities' record-keeping at the time
weren't the best, Ziggy is having trouble getting information as to who she
is and how she disappeared.

I was wondering how he would handle the ahem, "customers" and he didn't
disappoint me.  That was a lame, but effective idea he had, making the
"shriners" sing religious and obnoxious drinking songs before letting them
at the girls (he's getting very good at avoiding issues like that. ;-),
also not knowing who it was who was going to take Diana from the house, he
wasn't about to take any chances (not that I think he would have done
anything differently if he DIDN'T have that worry :).

A man shows up at the "academy" looking for her, identifying himself as
Jake Dorleac, headmaster of a respectable girls' finishing academy, and of
course, nobody can help him find her.

We discover that Diana is the cousin of Marcia, Gilbert's fiancee.  Marcia
is providing shelter for her cousin, who had to leave their home town.
Diana is also having problems with an upset stomache, which the housekeeper
treats with a concoction of plantain banana peels, whisky and some other
god-awful ingredient ("housekeeper is right! She just about rules the
place!).

Sam gives the girls the night off, not wanting to take any chances with
customers.  Diana, Marcia and Sam are the only people left in the house -
until Jake breaks in through a window.  He finds her alone in her room and
tries to get her to come with him.  When she refuses, he begins beating
her.  Sam and Marcia hear her screams and rush to her aid.  Sam and Jake
duke it out, Diana falls and hits her head and is knocked cold, as Sam
stops to check on her, Jake gets up and splits.

Sam calls the police, and a detective arrives to investigate.  Diana
refuses to press charges however, so there's nothing they can do.  They
find that Jake is Diana's husband, and that Diana is carrying his baby.
Sam figures this out just as Al arrives with the news that Ziggy has found
Diana's autopsy report that indicated that she was four months pregnant at
the time of her death.  Jake is an abusive husband, and Diana was afraid of
what would happen to her baby if she stayed with him.  She had no place to
go, so she contacted Marcia, who invited her to stay with her until she
could find someplace else to go.

Sam and the detective (David Graff, who I really, REALLY like :), go to the
hotel where Jake is staying (Sam figured this out from earlier dialog,
which has fallen through some holes in the memory over here), and confront
the nuckle-nose, telling him to stay away from Diana.  He of course tells
them he's coming to get her and take her home, and there was nothing they
could do about it.

This gives Sam an idea... heheheh ...  Jake arrives to find Gilbert and his
girls all dressed in their most prim and proper finery.  The girls are in
rows on the stairs, and Sam is behind a camera, preparing to photograph the
gathering. Jake asks for his wife, and Sam tells him she's upstairs and
will be down shortly.  Jake makes a few remarks about the session, and Sam
tells him he's taking a graduation photo, that this is the "Gilbert Labonte
Sewin' & Quiltin' Academy" - Jake is headmaster of a girls' finishing
academy, as is Gilbert of the quilting academy.  Jake sneers, as a young
lady in a bustier comes tripping down the stairs all excited, with a hand
full of money.  As she gets through the crowd on the stairs, she stumbles
and drops the cash at Jake's feet.  He bends to pick it up, and as he
stands up, cash in hand, the young prostitute in the bustier kisses him on
the cheek.  Sam is on hand at the camera to snap his picture.  Jake demands
his wife NOW, and Diana appears on the stairs and tells him she will not go
with him, that his wife beating days are over.  Sam tells him that if he
doesn't leave and never bother Diana again, he will publish the photo of
him "soliciting" the prostitute in his hometown newspaper, effectively
ruining his life.

Jake leaves as Al informs Sam that he gets so paranoid about the picture
being published, he leaves his home town and eventually is
institutionalized and never bothers anyone again.  Marcia and Diana leave
the house, for a "normal" life in another city, Marcia helping Diana raise
her son, who is to be named "Gilbert".

The young lady in the bustier (holding the most beautiful kitty I've ever
seen) announces that she is going upstairs to soak in a nice, hot tub.  Al
is over-joyed at this news and informs Sam that he's going to accompany
her.  Sam shakes his head and tells him "not this time, Al".  Despite Al's
protestations, Sam leaps out.

I loved the story!  Terrific writing and direction I thought.  Some of my
favorite lines:

"Did I miss a party?  Damn." - funny mostly for Dean Stockwell's delivery.
The guy's a deity!

"I think she's as lost here as I am."

"I remember all the boys used to chase you back in Lake Charles."  
"And most of them caught me."

I loved Al's reading Sam's mind at the hotel room with Jake, "Don't hit him
Sam."

Some random ramblings:

The makeup job on the bruises was very well done I thought.  I noticed when
Jake and Sam finished their little soiree, both had red marks on their
faces, which later turned purple, just like real bruises!  They WERE
made-up bruises, weren't they?

I want that cat!  Was that kitty supposed to be a subtle joke or am I
reading too much into it's presence?

I even liked the commercials they showed during this episode!  Did anyone
else notice that ad for "Lever 2000" soap?  For the 2000 parts of you?
Geeze, I was rolling but then, I was in a pretty good mood while watching
this episode, so it's not too surprising that I had this reaction.  I'll be
anxious to see it again during another show to see if it still affects me
the same way.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 15:06:10 GMT
From: sis!ldc!stu16a@zoo.toronto.edu (grant patterson)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #107

   In reply to the article "Quantum Leap", I sort of agree with the author
on his/her views towards the television series.  For I feel that the show
has potential in becoming a number one hit in all of North America.  The
reason why I feel this way is because many a time while I have watched the
program, it has almost reduced me to tears.  The terms, predicaments, and
many prejudices that the main characters face are almost real with an
almost real life reflection of the real world as we know it today.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 14:24:57 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL A Hunting We Will Go *SPOILERS*

I won't be able to write a synopsis of this episode this week because I
spent most of the episode rolling around my room in utter hysteria.  Other
scenes totally fogged my glasses, so it looks as if this is going to be
watched again very soon!

Below are the episode guide entry for last week's leap (not posted due to a
crapped-out newsfeed) with this week's and spoilers:

Glitter Rock
April 12, 1974

Air Date: April 10, 1991
Writer: Chris Ruppenthal
Director: Andy Cardif
Guest Cast: Jonathan Gries, Peter Noone, Christian Hoff, Michael Cerveris,
Robert Bauer, Liza Whitcraft

Sam is a glitter rock star who is in danger of being killed after a
performance unless he can figure out who the killer is.

That was last week's episode.  Here comes last night's:

A Hunting We Will Go
June 18, 1976

Air Date: April 18, 1991
Writer: Beverly Bridges
Director: Andy Cadiff
Guest Cast: Jane Sibbett, Ken Marshall, Cliff Bemis

It's the leap from hell as Sam finds himself a bounty hunter handcuffed to
a wiley embezzler who will stop at nothing to get away from him.  Sam has
to deal with his captive as well as his heart, which is feeling rather warm
towards his prisoner.

They called this Sam's sexiest leap ever (the last 4 weeks have been his
sexiest leap ever, but I digress), and it looks as if they were right.  At
least from where I sat it was.

This has to be one of the funniest leaps they've done in a long time.  I
loved Diane, and of course, Sam and Al were at their best.

Since I can't write a synopsis, I'll just give some of my impressions of
what I *did* catch. :-)

I loved it that Al told Sam to hold onto the phone so they could talk
without having Sam look like a schizo.  Good thinking, and it's about time.
That was the perfect opportunity to use the phone to have Sam talk to Al.

Diane's remark to Sam about his confusion about where he was, "What, did
you grow up next to a nuclear reactor?" was a good one, and will have to be
filed away for future use.

Al's amazement at Diane's resemblance to his fifth wife Maxine, and his
insistence that she was innocent of the embezzling charges, even though
Ziggy said it was 99.9% certain that she was guilty was funny.  Seems Al
was 99.9% sure that Maxine was messing around on him when he divorced her -
and she was innocent.  He explained to Sam he could see it in her eyes.
This leads to Sam's remark:

   "You may feel it in your loins, but you don't see it in her eyes."  

After a bit of arguing about it, Al is forced to admit that he does feel it
in his loins. :-D I kept waiting to find out that Maxine WAS Diane under an
assumed name.

Sam's calling it the "leap from hell".  I loved his reactions to his
prisoner.  She was a riot, AND dangerous, and Scott was perfect.

Al and Sam arguing in the barn was hysterical.  This is another scene I
missed from laughing.  They are so funny when they get fighting - these
guys are terrific!

Sam and Diane (what is it with the "Sam and Diane" pairings on this show
anyway? :) falling into the manure.  Was that really poop?  They sure acted
like it was.  I loved Al's line

   "I'm glad I'm a hologram and don't have to smell you - you must really
   reek."

Then people they came in contact with holding their noses when they got
near.

I missed most of that scene in the motel room - the "sexy" part of the
leap.  When Diane started to massage the liniment into Sam's shoulders, my
glasses fogged over so I couldn't see what happened next.  I couldn't wipe
the suckers fast enough.

Now for my absolute favorite part of the episode:

When Diane was in the sheriff's custody, Al floating along the side of the
car was a scream, but what killed me was when he returned to the truck Sam
had lifted.  Al sat in the seat beside Sam talking to him for a while, then
poked at his hand terminal and popped himself outside the truck and floated
along outside Sam's window.  Sam's reaction was priceless,

   "What?  What are you doing over there?  What are you doing?"  

He must have gotten some major jollies from his little ride along the
outside of the cop car, because he went and did it again.

TV has to suffer through another award show next Wednesday but that's ok, I
need the sleep.  In two weeks, we will be treated to the episode they were
filming when they held the screening in LA.

This is one of the many joys of Quantum Leap; we are going to go from
hilarious comedy to gut-wrenching drama.  This looks to be a great one!!!
It will have to be, Deborah Pratt wrote it.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 15:51:58 GMT
From: cgregory@ziggy.cs.uiuc.edu (Christine Gregory)
Subject: Re: QL A Hunting We Will Go *SPOILERS*

deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown) writes:
>A Hunting We Will Go
>
>After a bit of arguing about it, Al is forced to admit that he does feel
>it in his loins. :-D I kept waiting to find out that Maxine WAS Diane
>under an assumed name.

Or her sister, or something.
 
>Al and Sam arguing in the barn was hysterical.  This is another scene I
>missed from laughing.  They are so funny when they get fighting - these
>guys are terrific!

I kept waiting for Sam to pull back is hand as if he was about to backhand
Al.  It wouldn't have done any good, of course.

(Also, was it just our area, or was the audio a little out-of-sync with the
video during that scene?)
 
>TV has to suffer through another award show next Wednesday but that's ok,
>I need the sleep.  In two weeks, we will be treated to the episode they
>were filming when they held the screening in LA.

What a leap-in.  If the rest of the episode. is as good, maybe it'll be
worth the wait.  Poor Sam!  He's been close to getting killed many times by
now, but he usually had a fighting chance.  He *tried* to fight the straps
for a while, but other than that, he's pretty helpless, and it looks pretty
hopeless.  (Yeah, *we* know he gets out, but that's beside the point.)

BTW, Sam looks pretty good with a cowboy hat and 5-o'clock shadow, doesn't
he?

cgregory@ziggy.cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Sci-Fi Channel & The Third Eye (3 msgs) &
                       Dick Spanner & Blake's 7 (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date:    Fri, 5 Apr 1991 17:21:47 CST
From: HIGGINS@fnalb.fnal.gov (Bill Higgins-- Beam Jockey)
Subject: News about incipient Sci-Fi Channel

My esteemed brother, John M. Higgins, is Financial Editor of *Multichannel
News*, a trade weekly for the cable TV industry.  He recently sent me some
remarks about the forthcoming Sci-Fi Channel[*], the all-science-fiction
cable network. Since I thought the SF-LOVERS readership would be
interested, John has allowed me to post his news below.

Bottom line: They desperately need more cable systems to agree to provide
the Sci-Fi channel.  Fans might be able to help somewhat (see below). If
they manage to launch, it'll be a miracle.  If they survive a year, it'll
be an even bigger miracle.

Bill Higgins
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory   
Internet: HIGGINS@FNAL.FNAL.GOV 
Bitnet:   HIGGINS@FNALB.BITNET

[*] Disclaimer: Not my choice of words.  THEY call it the Sci-Fi channel.
At the same time, I wish to proclaim great affection for Forrest J.
Ackerman (who coined the term, and drives an orange Cadillac with
California plates SCI FI), without endorsing the use of the phrase. (-:
- --WSH

Here's John:
 
   ...But I have some interesting news on the Sci-Fi channel. They've
delayed launch (again!) until fall. I don't know if they've secured a
transponder yet, which is the biggest acid test for a network's viability
or readiness to launch. I do know that they haven't secured any financing.
They say they need $55 million and expect to get in in 90 days. I'm
skeptical. They've been doing this for more than a year now and now have
three (!!!) investment bankers. In the cable network biz, they'll plow
through $55 million in a heartbeat. Twelve months, tops.

They secured some new programming from ITC including The Prisoner. But
that's about two weeks' worth. It's too bad because I really like the guy
whose running it, Mitch Rubenstein. He's quite the entrepreneur and a hell
of a nice guy. As far as I'm concerned, I hope he makes a fortune. But I'm
in the skepticism biz (paid at that) and I'm starting to work overtime on
these guys.

Folks better rally and pester their cable operators to take this one.
Write not only the local system manager, who doesn't have much say about
this, but the president of the corporation. But in cable land these days
NOBODY wants to talk much about adding new channels.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 00:01:37 GMT
From: acobley@microcomputer-centre.dundee.ac.uk (andy cobley)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye.

Ok, I assume that this series is being shown in America, but looking
at the titles given:
   1.  The Haunting of Cassie Palmer (5 episodes)
   2.  Under the Mountain (7 episodes)
   3.  Children of the Stones (8 episodes)
   4.  Into the Labyrinth (6 episodes)
   5.  The Witches and the Grinnygog (5 episodes)

It looks very much to me that this is a collection of BBC (or ITV)
children's series that has repackaged for the overseas market.  If this is
the case then yes they were all filmed in Britain probably in the 70's.
This is only a vague memory.

A. Cobley
acobley@mic.dund.ac.uk
Microcenter
University of Dundee
Scotland.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 20:08:40 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: THE THIRD EYE--CASSIE PALMER

J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet writes:
>   I was a devotee of The Third Eye and made a sort of Episode Guide
> (just the episode titles).  It went like this:
>      1.  The Haunting of Cassie Palmer (5 episodes)

makinney@wkuvx1.bitnet (Mark Kinney) writes:
> 2. Cassandra's relationship with that dead Deverill guy, and her mother
> who went on about her being the seventh child of a seventh child and
> such.

This episode is evidently based on the juvenile novel by the same name
(author's name escapes me).  The mother is a mostly fake medium, and the
child becomes an authentic one at age 12 or 13.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 12:35:41 GMT
From: karla@shiva.com (Karla Shapiro)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye.

acobley@microcomputer-centre.dundee.ac.UK (Andy Cobley) writes:
>Ok, I assume that this series is being shown in America, but looking at
>the titles given:
>
>   1.  The Haunting of Cassie Palmer (5 episodes)

I absolutely loved the book, I hope they did a good job with the
adaptation.  Has anyone seen it who has read the book?  I'd like to hear
your review.

>   5.  The Witches and the Grinnygog (5 episodes)

A couple of years back, this was shown on Nickelodeon (a cable station for
kids done by the same people who own MTV and VH1) and struck me as being
*very* British.  (Makes sense since the story takes place in England and
was produced by and for British Television.)  It was enjoyable, but it did
drag a bit.  Definitely *not* a kids' show and was done in the early '80's
I believe.

Karla

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 17:10:35 GMT
From: bsd040@central1.lancaster.ac.uk (Mr A T Hallford)
Subject: Re: Dick Spanner

WHITE%DUVM@pucc.princeton.edu writes
>    I was wondering if anyone out there had more information about this
>rather strange little series of private eye "cartoons".

Dick Spanner was made in 1987 for a Channel 4 'youth' (aimed at 16-24 age
group) current affairs show called _Network 7_ which was broadcast on
Sunday afternoons. As I remember it there were two stories, each consisting
of several 5-10 minute episodes. I don't know how many episodes there were
in each story. I loved the completely off the wall, and often downright
silly humour of the show. Both stories are available on home video in the
UK, but I don't suppose that's much use to you.

Incidentally, Channel 4 is not run by the BBC. It is an independent channel
funded by advertising.

Andrew Hallford
University of Lancaster
England
bsd040@lancs.cent1.uk.ac

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 16:12:49 GMT
From: AXDAHIL@uicvmc.bitnet
Subject: Blake's 7

The current buzz in the B7 newsletter circuit is that there will probably
not be another series, but that Terry Nation is writing a novel as a
sequel.  Incidently, Paul Darrow (Avon) started to write his own sequel,
but stopped in deference to Terry Nation. The unfinished manuscript (2 or
12 chapters, rumor varies) was sold for big bucks at a convention last
year. The purchaser is going to publish it as a fanzine, eventually. I
think I have the address somewhere; if anyone is interested email me for
it.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 10:44:58 GMT
From: bhwhelan@unix1.tcd.ie (Brendan Whelan)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

AXDAHIL@UICVMC.BITNET writes:
> The current buzz in the B7 newsletter circuit is that there will probably
> not be another series, but that Terry Nation is writing a novel as a
> sequel.

How can they do this? I can't remember myself whether Blake was actually
killed or not, but I distinctly remember four people being shot at the end,
two of which were Avon and Villa, the two most important characters. I say
they were shot - not conclusive proof of death. They may only be injured
and subsequently brainwashed. I suppose they could break that like Blake
did. But, they did fall with that rather ham-acted look of death on their
faces. As for the idea of a book - that's not to bad I suppose, so long as
it not published like those crappy citadel press ones. I think a film would
be a good idea, but by glossing it up it may lose some charm. Still Blake's
7 never had a very big budget, why should that change. And what would they
call the book anyway? Blake's 7 - The Return? UUgh! Anyway Blake is dead,
so they can't pull that one off any more.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 17:46:25 GMT
From: law@sievax.enet.dec.com (Mathew Law)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

Brendan Whelan writes:
>... but I distinctly remember four people being shot at the end, two of
>which were Avon and Villa, the two most important characters.

As far as I remember, you never actually see Avon being shot.  There is a
close-up of his face, a fade to black, and then the sound of lots of shots
being fired.  It is possible (although unlikely, I'll admit) that it was
his captors being shot.  I also seem to recall that the last picture of
Avon showed him smiling broadly... maybe he had good reason.

Please correct the above if it is wrong.  The one and only time I watched
Blake's 7 was the first time that it was broadcast on British TV.  I'm not
sure how old I was then, but I'm 22 now if that's any clue.

Mathew B. Law
law@sievax.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 19:20:58 GMT
From: stehman@hubcap.clemson.edu (Jeff Stehman)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

law@sievax.enet.dec.com (Mathew Law) writes:
>>... but I distinctly remember four people being shot at the end, two of
>>which were Avon and Villa, the two most important characters.
>
> As far as I remember, you never actually see Avon being shot.  There is a
>close-up of his face, a fade to black, and then the sound of lots of shots
>being fired.  It is possible (although unlikely, I'll admit) that it was
>his captors being shot.  I also seem to recall that the last picture of
>Avon showed him smiling broadly... maybe he had good reason.

   After the fade to black there was one shot for each actor's name as the
credits came up.  A lot of people say that Villa went down *without* being
shot (i.e. he was playing the wise coward again), although that is not the
way I remember it.  The possibility of the fed troops stunning instead of
killing has also been mentioned by some of the primary players.  All we
really know is that Blake is dead.

Jeff Stehman

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 20:58:38 GMT
From: dlw@kite.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

stehman@hubcap.clemson.edu (Jeff Stehman) writes:
> After the fade to black there was one shot for each actor's name as the
> credits came up.  A lot of people say that Villa went down *without*
> being shot (i.e. he was playing the wise coward again), although that is
> not the way I remember it.  The possibility of the fed troops stunning
> instead of killing has also been mentioned by some of the primary
> players.  All we really know is that Blake is dead.

 It has also been suggested that the Blake "shot" in the last show was the
the real Blake but just another clone. A possiblity since there were Blake
clones in other episodes.  

dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 07:41:22 GMT
From: Colin_Jones@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7 --SPOILERS

About this 'after the series' book, I found one about 2 years ago with half
its pages missing, same format as Scorpio whatsit. Perhaps it came through
a time warp or something. Anyway, I got rid of it some time ago so this is
strictly from memory.

Spoilers follow, so avert your eyes now...

EVERYONE is shot-they wake up one by one in different places.  I think they
were all stunned and this woman wants to use her for her own purposes.
They steal a ship and find this planet which has doors to alternate
universes.  After some trouble with the natives who are under the
Federation's thumb they go through (with the ship) and rest and recuperate.
Servalan has ORAC - they don't get it back but Avon produces ORAC's
opposite, CARO from nowhere.  It's the only computer ORAC can't hack into.
The Feds are using this alternate for unlimited materials so they go back
through the central galactic black hole, meet up with some nasties that use
vibrations to take control of any computer with the relay thingies Avon's
mentor invented (these were the pages I had missing) they threaten the Fed,
Avon shows up and offers to save them by altering their computers to this
thing he found that's almost as good (by backtracking along his mentor's
line of thought) and is immune to the bad vibes, and after appropriate
melodramatics and fixing stuff so that he'll finally pull off his big bank
heist finds his sister showing up in a big black flying saucer, a better
hacker than he is, and having constructed the fabled legendary machine that
can control all conputers with relay thingies, even ORAC (but excluding
CARO). Another cliffhanger folks...

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 00:31:11 GMT
From: appel@scam.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7 --SPOILERS

Colin_Jones@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones) writes:
>About this 'after the series' book, I found one about 2 years ago with
>half its pages missing, same format as Scorpio whatsit. Perhaps it came
>through a time warp or something. Anyway, I got rid of it some time

The book was called Blake's 7: Afterlife, and it was, for at least a time,
being carried at B. Dalton's, along with Scorpio Attack, Project: Avalon,
and whatever other books they have.  I didn't like it.  I thought they
played too fast and lose with the characters because they knew they were
never going to have to do a followup to it.

Shannon

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 15:52:11 GMT
From: csx28@seq1.keele.ac.uk (R. Ferneyhough)
Subject: Blake's Seven - the novel after

I have just read the post about the 'after the end' book that someone had
read (sorry, name lost due to a usenet system similar to a black hole).

I also read the book, but well back in my past (not long after the end of
the series).

As far as I remember, the actual series ended with Avon DEFINITELY killing
Blake stone dead with numerous blaster shots. Let's face it, Blake was a
gonner. However, the rest of the crew was shown dying in slow motion film
as they fell to the ground from Federation shots.  As far as I can recall,
there wasn't any blood shown (unlike with Blake), and everyone except Avon
hit the ground in this way.

The scene then cut to Avon being surrounded by Fed. guards, with Servalan
entering the room. Avon smiles, raises his gun to his shoulder and then the
screen goes black. We then hear shots using the sound from Avon's gun, some
Fed. shots and then a couple more shots from Avon's gun, before the credits
and music cut in.

Now onto the book.
Possible Spoilers.

As far as I can recall:

The story picks up with Avon having survived the encounter with the guards.
I am not sure, but I THINK Servalan opened fire on the guards, suprising
them, and Avon and Servalan are left surviving. Servalan tries to get Avon
to join her (this is recurrent throughout the series as far as I can
recall) and through some devious plot twists, Avon ends up acquiring CARO
(the computer Ensor built to keep tracks on ORAC - but not vice versa) and
escaping. He meets up with Vila, who through some quirk of fate - his usual
luck, has only got stunned. They both steal a ship (a Federation one I
think, or maybe it is the Scorpio) and nip off.  I don't think any other of
the original crew survives.

The middle part of the story I can't remember, but as far as I can recall,
the end is where they meet a space-craft which I think is named the
"Blake's Seven", whereupon they meet some kind of a resistance group which
has been inspired by Blake's actions etc. A bit corny !

Can anyone help fill in the story ? Perhaps someone who has read it
slightly more recently than me...

Ralph
csx28@uk.ac.keele.seq1

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 91 18:20:04 GMT
From: adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk (Adrian Hurt)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

stehman@hubcap.clemson.edu (Jeff Stehman) writes:
>law@sievax.enet.dec.com (Mathew Law) writes:

[Summary: you didn't see Avon get shot.  You saw a close-up of his face,
smiling broadly, then a fade to black; then you heard a lot of shots.]

>   After the fade to black there was one shot for each actor's name as the
>credits came up.  A lot of people say that Villa went down *without* being
>shot (ie. he was playing the wise coward again), although that is no the
>way I remember it.  The possibility of the fed troops stunning instead of
>killing has also been mentioned by some of the primary players.  All we
>really know is that Blake is dead.

Two points that I find interesting:
1. For most of the series, Federation troops are lucky if they can hit a
   barn door at six paces.  Now they hit everyone.

2. No wounds were visible on anyone hit by the Feds.  Usually if they hit
   someone, there's a little puff of smoke where they are hit.  It wasn't
   the BBC being squeamish because when Avon hit someone with his portable
   artillery, there was quite a visible wound.

Make of that what you will.

As for Avon, I like to imagine this (very unlikely!) outcome.  We saw Avon
surrounded by Federation troops.  The next thing that happens is that Avon
ducks, and the troops shoot each other.

Adrian Hurt
JANET:  adrian@uk.ac.hw.cs
UUCP: ...!ukc!cs.hw.ac.uk!adrian
ARPA: adrian@cs.hw.ac.uk

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Apr 91 21:41:39 GMT
From: an072@cleveland.freenet.edu (Richard White)
Subject: Chalker's new book

   Has anyone read it?
   Is it worth buying hard cover or should I wait for the
softcover version?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 17:03:45 GMT
From: k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Clayton's Linfyar question

I've just started reading Jo Clayton's Shadowxxxx trilogy.  I have a
question.  What happened to Linfyar?  He was Shadith's companion at the end
of the Diadem stories, so where did he go?

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 18:36:11 GMT
From: ronin@ronin.sbi.com (Barry Wright)
Subject: Re: Oracle-Assisted SF (re: Philip K. Dick)

To Paul S. Shannon or Cheng-Jih Chen (whoever replied to my post):

> Um, PKD did NOT use the I-Ching to write the book.  There was a book
> within the book called _the Grasshopper Lies Heavy_ or something like
> that.  THAT was supposed to have been written by the I-Ching, and is
> supposed to be an indication that the "reality" of the MITHC is false.
> The "alternate history" of the _Grasshopper_ is supposed to be the actual
> one (of course, ours is false also).  PKD supposed that the I-Ching
> transcended these versions of history to reflect what is real.

Thanks a lot for clearing up my faulty memory read.  On the other hand, I
can see from your explanation why I jumped to the conclusion I did.  PKD
was quite a joker, and I merely assumed that the device used in his book-
within-a-book was also used in the book itself.  Which, of course, it might
have been, unless you have personal knowledge to the contrary.

Barry Wright
ronin@ronin.sbi.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 19:01:48 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Mick Farren

   Anybody out there know how many Phaid the Gambler books Mick Farren
wrote?  I read one of them, and was favorably impressed, especially with
the alienness of the world he created.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 22:00:59 GMT
From: dbourgon@cs.tamu.edu (Michael D Bourgon)
Subject: Has anybody read Foster's new book?

Just saw it yesterday in the bookstore:

Alan Dean Foster
A Call to Arms
Book one of the Damned

Has anybody bought it?  Can anyone tell me if it's any good?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 19:22:28 GMT
From: mwauford@utkux1.utk.edu (Melissa Wauford)
Subject: Re: War Against the Chtorr

marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz) writes:
>Does anyone know when the fourth book of the series will be released?

From David Gerrold on Compuserve just last week (paraphrased): The fourth
book is almost complete and should be published next year.  A fairly good
sized chunk of the fifth book is also already written which means there
should be less of a lapse between publishing the fourth and fifth books as
there was between the third and fourth.

Melissa
mwauford@utkvx.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 02:23:25 GMT
From: msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: War Against the Chtorr

Could somebody please tell me (post/email dosn't matter) the names and
order of the books ?

msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 09:39:23 GMT
From: bine@gmdzi.gmd.de (Sabine Hubrig-Schaumburg)
Subject: Re: War Against the Chtorr

msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>Could somebody please tell me (post/email dosn't matter) the names and
>order of the books ?

I think, the first is "A Day For Damnation" and the second "A Matter For
Men."  The third still isn't sold here in Germany (translated), though it
was announced with the other two when I bought them about three or four
years ago, so I'm very angry.

Sabine Hubrig-Schaumburg
5202 Hennef
Germany
bine@zi.gmd.dbp.de

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 14:11:00 GMT
From: ault@caen.engin.umich.edu (Matthew Ault)
Subject: Re: War Against the Chtorr

bine@gmdzi.gmd.de (Sabine Hubrig-Schaumburg) writes:
>msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>>Could somebody please tell me (post/email dosn't matter) the names and
>>order of the books ?
>
>I think, the first is "A Day For Damnation" and the second "A Matter For
>Men."  The third still isn't sold here in Germany (translated), though it
>was announced with the other two when I bought them about three or four
>years ago, so I'm very angry.

The third book is "A Rage for Revenge".  The fourth book (title?) is
supposedly coming out within the next year, as was reported in this group a
short time ago.

The series is a good read.  I recommend it.

Matthew A. Ault
ault@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 08:07:22 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: The Difference Engine -- any opinions?

sds@cs.brown.edu (Scott Swanson) writes:
> Has anybody out there picked this up yet, and if so, was it worth buying
> it in hardcover?

I just finished reading The Difference Engine, and in fact I re-subscribed
to this group today because I hoped to find a discussion about it here.
That fact probably makes it obvious that I liked the book, but I'd better
say a little bit more about it than that.

First of all, some background material.  Most of you probably know it, but
I might as well include it anyway.

Charles Babbage designed, but never built, a steam-powered mechanical
computer that he called the analytical engine (I've heard it said,
incidentally, that steel in Babbage's day didn't have the tensile strength
to have permitted his machine to work.), and Ada Lovelace, immortalized by
the Department of Defense as the world's first author of vaporware, wrote
programs for it.

The Difference Engine, then, takes place in an alternate 19th century.  The
Industrial Revolution in England became a political revolution as well, and
Lord Byron, instead of dying young in Greece, became Prime Minister of the
greatest empire on Earth, and Babbage received the backing he needed to
build his Engine.  The computer age began a century earlier than in our
world; and the dominance of the capitalist class over the aristocratic,
half a century earlier.

This is an alternate Victorian era, but it still is the Victorian era,
complete with the filthy London air, repressive sexual attitudes coupled
with an unprecedented population of prostitutes, and the unquestioned
certainty that the existing social and political order was exactly as it
ought to be.  Gibson and Sterling even seem to have tried, with mixed
success, to give the authorial voice a Victorian tone.  They did, in any
case, avoid the temptation of creating an anachronistic representative of
20th century sensibilities.  (That temptation comes easily to authors of
historical fiction; I'm thinking, for example, of the movie Mountains of
the Moon, in which Burton seemed far more a creature of our time than of
his.)

The first thing to realize about The Difference Engine, then, is that in no
sense is it cyberpunk.  It's obvious, of course, that it doesn't have the
glittery technology: no neural implants or satellite nets.  More
importantly, though, The Difference Engine doesn't have the disorientingly
fast pace of Neuromancer, or the Chandler-like language, or the dark vision
of society seen from the perspective of the marginalized and criminal.
Some of the characters in The Difference Engine are indeed "adventurers" of
a sort that Case would recognize, but not all; and in any case, the reader
is somewhat distanced from the perspective of any particular character.

One of the reasons for this distancing is the style of Gibson's and
Sterling's prose; another is the structure of the novel.  There is no
central character, and no single, unbroken narrative.  The book consists
primarily of three narratives, each with a central character, and the story
revolves around several political intrigues, some of which are closely
related to each other and others more tangentially.  At the end of the book
is an "appendix" of pseudo-historical source material.  Several of these
snippets are wonderful on their own; additionally, they form a sort of
epilogue.  Some of the puzzles raised in the book are resolved here, and
one of the snippets, "The Widowed Iron Lady," contains the precise moment
where the world of The Difference Engine diverges from our own.  [*]

I bought my copy of The Difference Engine at a reading by Gibson, and at
that reading he said that he thought the book was about "the nature of an
industrial society."  I wouldn't even dream of daring to venture an opinion
on the dangerous question of whether an author should be considered an
authority on his or her works; still, The Difference Engine does have
interesting insights on that subject.

One of the most provocative observations in The Difference Engine (and
perhaps the reason why Gibson and Sterling chose to place their book in the
Victorian era) is the coupling of fundamental change with boundless
complacency.  The firmly entrenched ruling party in England is the Radical
Industrial Party, and the members of the ruling class are known as the Rad
Lords.  I never imagined that "radical" could have quite as smug a sound as
Gibson and Sterling gave it!

There was one aspect of The Difference Engine that alternately delighted
and infuriated me: the presence of several different pieces of 20th century
science (chaos, continental drift, Goedel's Theorem, the Burgess shale, and
probably others that I missed) transplanted into the 19th.  Some of these
inside jokes were funny indeed: it was wonderful to imagine what a debate
between uniformitarian and catastrophist geologists would have been like
had they known about chaotic behavior in dynamical systems.  At times,
though, this game seemed annoyingly trendy: the sort of thing that I would
expect from a book that made it onto a newspaper's list of "the books that
hip people are reading."

I haven't read any other Bruce Sterling, so when I was reading The
Difference Engine I compared it to the other works by Gibson that I've
read.  Stylistically it seemed very different from his other fiction;
perhaps the story that it most resembled was "The Gernsback Continuum."  I
don't think that the language in The Difference Engine was as dazzling and
poetic as in most of Gibson's other work; on the other hand, the book has
different virtues.  This is a quieter, more thoughtful book than
Neuromancer.

Either Gibson or Sterling, or maybe both (I forget which) called The
Difference Engine "steampunk."  I think that this is more a joke about
"cyberpunk" than a prediction that suddenly every science fiction author
will start writing novels about political intrigue in Victorian England.  I
don't regard The Difference Engine as the first book of a new genre but
just as itself, and unique.

[*] My source for this assertion is Gibson.  I think that he is referring
to Lady Byron's decision to continue living with her husband instead of
returning to her family.

Matthew Austern                   
(415) 644-2618                    
austern@lbl.bitnet                
austern@physics.berkeley.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 14:08:00 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: The Difference Engine -- any opinions?

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>There was one aspect of The Difference Engine that alternately delighted
>and infuriated me: the presence of several different pieces of 20th
>century science (chaos, continental drift, Goedel's Theorem, the Burgess
>shale, and probably others that I missed) transplanted into the 19th.
>Some of these inside jokes were funny indeed: it was wonderful to imagine
>what a debate between uniformitarian and catastrophist geologists would
>have been like had they known about chaotic behavior in dynamical systems.
>At times, though, this game seemed annoyingly trendy: the sort of thing
>that I would expect from a book that made it onto a newspaper's list of
>"the books that hip people are reading."

I think part of reason for the inclusion of 20th-century science was the
sheer joke of it. Another part, however, is the speculation that the
industrial revolution, enhanced by cybernetics, would accelerate scientific
advances.

>I haven't read any other Bruce Sterling, so when I was reading The
>Difference Engine I compared it to the other works by Gibson that I've
>read.

I think Sterling is entirely worth reading. I loaned my boss a copy of
ISLANDS IN THE NET recently, and he came back, enthusiastically, with the
comment "This is great! How long has this guy been around?"

Mike Godwin
EFF
Cambridge, MA
(617) 864-0665  
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 21:45:00 GMT
From: MIRANDA@fordmulc.bitnet
Subject: The Gunslinger Series (Stephen King)

  At the end of 2nd book of the series, The Drawing of the Three, King
mentions that these are only 2 of the 6 books he has written.  I'm a big
fan of The Gunslinger and was wondering if any other books are out on
publication yet or will they be any time soon.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 08:35:26 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: The Gunslinger Series (Stephen King)

MIRANDA@fordmulc.BITNET writes:
>At the end of 2nd book of the series, The Drawing of the Three, King
>mentions that these are only 2 of the 6 books he has written. I'm a big
>fan of The Gunslinger and was wondering if any other books are out on
>publication yet or will they be any time soon.

THE DARK TOWER III: THE WASTELANDS is scheduled for publication in late May
(but I'll be surprised if it makes it out by then - Don Grant may issue
great books, but he's not known for his timeliness).

However, this is a limited edition hardcover. The regular limited edition
is $38.00 and the deluxe (signed and numbered) limited edition is $125. The
latter can be gotten only by putting your name into a lottery, unless you
have a copy of the deluxe edition of THE DRAWING OF THE THREE, which by
sending a photocopy of the limitation page will allow you to reserve the
same number for the third volume.

No word yet on when the trade or mass market paperback editions are due,
but most likely not until sometime next year.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 23:43:30 GMT
From: scottl@convergent.com (Scott Lurndal)
Subject: Looking for Short Story Title by James Hogan

About 10 years ago I read a short in an anthology.  The short was written
by James P. Hogan and was about an "engineering firm" interpretation of the
creation story in the Book of Genesis from the Bible.  Can anyone tell me
the title and refer me to the anthology?

Please respond by e-mail to reduce traffic in this newsgroup, and I will
summarize.  Thanks.

Scott Lurndal
scottl@convergent.com
..uunet!pyramid!ctnews!scottl

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 16:45:45 GMT
From: jeffb.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Jeffrey Boser)
Subject: book name?

I read a book some time ago that I have been on the lookout for with no
success.

A few plot items:
The main character has had a bionic implant that caused time to slow, and a
target to appear in his optical nerves when he held a gun.  His father was
lost on a world that had creatures that were called dragons, but they were
not reptilian.  I seem to remember electrical and non-solid beings.  Also,
the planet had ruins on it, and most of the population searched them for
treasure, which I think was caused accidently by the dragons.

Any info would be much appreciated, mailed or posted.


Jeff
jeffb.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 21:22:03 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young)
Subject: Name that book?

In the early sixties, I remember reading a book which read like a
combination of Out of the Silent Planet and Perelandra: a terran hero
visits an unfallen race on (I think) Mars, admires them greatly, bitterly
regrets the inferiority of fallen humanity in comparison with them, and is
then brought up short by one of them, who tells him that the people of
Earth have an inestimable advantage over his own people or any other
unfallen race. it is that because of the incarnation, etc., they have the
Mass and the other sacraments.

Even as a high school student in a girls' convent school, I thought it was
a bad book: heavy-handed, preachy, and boring. I only read it because our
librarian who recommended it also recommended LOTR to me for the first
time, and after that I was prepared to at least try anything she
recommended, however unpromising. Now I would like to find it again in
order to compare it with Lewis' work: no biographer, etc., I've read ever
refers to either an earlier book by a RC author as an influence on Lewis or
mentions a RC 'rebuttal' and I want to be able to compare the two works. I
think the author had a Flemish or Dutch name, and wrote other 'improving'
fiction, not necessarily SF, but don't remember anything else about it.

Thanks in advance!

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Apr 91 10:25:49 GMT
From: bse169@uk.ac.cov.cck (Myrddin)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #145

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au writes:
>_Heretics of Dune_ (5) is awesome, and _Chapterhouse: Dune_ (6) is nearly
>as good.
>
>With the other four books to flesh out his universe, Herbert went away and
>wrote a whole heap about the Bene Gesserit [who were rather enigmatic in
>the previous four books], and the Bene Tlielax.  He touches on Ix as well
>as the returning from The Scattering.
>
>There is huge scope, as well as small detail. Without all the descriptions
>needed [because the were all done away with in the first four, you see!],
>the books are all story. I would even step out on another treacherous
>limb, and cast my vote for _Heretics of Dune_ being *better* than _Dune_.
>I re-read the entire series over a period of three weeks or so, late last
>year. Superlatives aside, it was a fine read.
>
>I think Herbert made the universe feel even more infinite than it already
>seems to be.

   What can I say but YES YES YES YES YES!
   I totally agree,I have often thought that Heretics was better than the
original.  I enjoyed Dune immensely but Heretics and Chapter House were
equal to if not greater than the original.
   The developments in the last two books I felt were farther reaching and
more exciting than those in the previous.  My only complaint is that the
guy went and died before he wrote the next book in the series.  It seemed
to me that Frankie had a lot of developments in store for later book(s).
Does anybody know if he made any notes on the way it was going to go etc.?
I'm so curious about these developments that I'd even accept another writer
trying to build a book from his notes (yes, I know it's an icky idea), Bill
Ransom(?) maybe?He worked quite well with Herbert on the pandora stuff.
   Opinions anyone?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 16:53:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  _Heretics of Dune_ and _ChapterHouse Dune_

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes in answer to Bill Johnston:
>_Heretics of Dune_ (5) is awesome, and _Chapterhouse: Dune_ (6) is nearly
>as good.
>
>With the other four books to flesh out his universe, Herbert went away and
>wrote a whole heap about the Bene Gesserit [who were rather enigmatic in
>the previous four books], and the Bene Tlielax.  He touches on Ix as well
>as the returning from The Scattering.
>
>There is huge scope, as well as small detail. Without all the descriptions
>needed [because the were all done away with in the first four, you see!],
>the books are all story. I would even step out on another treacherous
>limb, and cast my vote for _Heretics of Dune_ being *better* than _Dune_.
>I re-read the entire series over a period of three weeks or so, late last
>year. Superlatives aside, it was a fine read.

I have to disagree with you here: the first three books are more than just
a description of the Dune universe, it is the human character and messianic
episode that make the Dune trilogy stand out in the SF field.

The 4th book is, well, strange, for want of a better word and horribly
depressing to boot (but presents two different aspects of immortality,
interesting by themselves).

The 5th and 6th, while having a clearer action line, hardly belong in the
same class as the first three books.  They are set in the same universe a
long time later, but character development seems to be inspired from Dallas
or any other soap opera, and rarely makes sense.

To be fair, I guess if you do not mind that aspect, they're OK books but,
just not to be put rashly into the same category as _Dune_ which is one of
the classics of modern SF.  _Heretics of Dune_ and _Chapterhouse Dune_
would be good books if written by anyone else, or even by Herbert, if given
different titles and changing a few details so they would stand on their
own and not try to use the reputation of the _Dune_ trilogy as a selling
aid (they do not in fact, need or use a lot of the background already
described in earlier books) and not published, coincidentally enough, when
the 'Dune' movie came out.  That tends to irritate people and make them
use more severe judgement.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 12:12:51 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re:  _Heretics of Dune_ and _ChapterHouse Dune_

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes in answer to Bill
>Johnston: 
>>_Heretics of Dune_ (5) is awesome, and _Chapterhouse: Dune_ (6) is nearly
>>as good.
>
> I have to disagree with you here: the first three books are more than
> just a description of the Dune universe, it is the human character and
> messianic episode that make the Dune trilogy stand out in the SF field.

Allow me to wax lyrical;

_Dune_, as most people will agree, is a controversially good book.
Controversial, as in that there are many people who find that they didn't
like it at all, and who are prepared to get into fights about it with the
people who do like it.

_Dune Messiah_ and _Children of Dune_ were, in my opinion, 'cheap sequels'
to the original story.  In particular, Messiah was a load of fetid dingoes
kidneys in comparison with Dune.
 
> The 4th book is, well, strange, for want of a better word and horribly
> depressing to boot (but presents two different aspects of immortality,
> interesting by themselves).

'God Awful' of Dune. It was an exercise in tediousness. I remember feeling
so cheated when I payed my money for this book, and got 400+ pages of
boring philosophy, where the 'intrigue' was banal, and the scope was far
too small.  The rest of humanity cowering in fear of a prescient emperor.
[i before e except after c, unless you want to be scientific about it].
The concept was valid, but the execution tended towards prolix.

> The 5th and 6th, while having a clearer action line, hardly belong in the
> same class as the first three books.  They are set in the same universe a
> long time later, but character development seems to be inspired from
> Dallas or any other soap opera, and rarely makes sense.

Perhaps you just wanted to read some more about Paul?  The books were,
indeed, set some ten thousand years after the end of _God Emperor_, and did
deal with other subjects and planets, rather than concentrating on
Arrakis/Rakis.

The focus changed to the Bene Gesserit, and Herbert explored their
relationship within their part of the universe. They went on, attempting to
be a restraining influence in a universe of humanity that had forgone
security and spread out into infinity. The aphorisms come thick and fast,
and the stories told were damned interesting.

They were no longer LIMITED in scope.  The Bene Gesserit were one of the
main power-brokers, entwined in the everyday life of the populations of
millions of planets.  Herbert described and hinted at how far spread they
were, how much they led the human race down paths away from destruction,
how they did what they did, and the reasons why they even tried.

He told a story in the last two books, that was intimately entwined, and
dealt with his universe in flux. An entire universe that was coherent and
well handled.

> To be fair, I guess if you do not mind that aspect, they're OK books, but
> just not to be put rashly into the same category as _Dune_ which is one
> of the classics of modern SF.

This is sophistry on your part.  They are just as valid extensions of his
series as C.S. Lewis's excursions into his world of Narnia, or any other
author's manipulations of their universe.  Niven, Cherryh, Brin - they all
play around with their inventive notions of what forces comprise their
respective universes.  To deny that their books are part of the same
series, merely because they switch focus, is short sighted and unthinking.

> titles and changing a few details so they would stand on their own and
> not try to use the reputation of the _Dune_ trilogy as a selling aid
> (they do not in fact, need or use a lot of the background already
> described in earlier books)

The earlier background was ancient history.  His stories start off some
seven thousand years in our future.  By the time Heretics is set, they're
fifteen hundred centuries on from the first book.  Can you expect a
civilization to be the same?

The major players had changed, but they were still there: Tlielax, Ix, the
Spacers Guild, and the Gesserit 'witches'.  The Fish Speakers of the fourth
book had decayed to nothing, from being _THE_ most powerful group in the
known universe.  How can you say that all of this lacked continuity with
the earlier Dune novels?

> and not published, coincidentally enough, when the 'Dune' movie came
> out...  That tends to irritate people and make them use more severe
> judgement.

That is a small minded attitude. The books were far more than you make them
out to be. They weren't mere 'cashing in' on the FLOP that was _Dune the
Film_, they were works of value in their own right.

p.s. This isn't a flame. Rather it's something I feel strongly about. Just
treat my heavyhanded appraisal of your opinions as being those of a
fanatic.  :-)

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.oz

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 05:05:35 GMT
From: tlynch@tybalt.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: _Heretics of Dune_ and _ChapterHouse Dune_

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
>_Dune_, as most people will agree, is a controversially good book.

Yep.  I'll agree with both parts of that.

>_Dune Messiah_ and _Children of Dune_ were, in my opinion, 'cheap sequels'
>to the original story.  In particular, Messiah was a load of fetid dingoes
>kidneys in comparison with Dune.

I'll agree with you so far as _Dune Messiah_, but I rather enjoyed
_Children of Dune_.  It wasn't close to the original by any means, but it
was a decent work.

>> The 4th book is, well, strange, for want of a better word and horribly
>> depressing to boot (but presents two different aspects of immortality,
>> interesting by themselves).
>
>'God Awful' of Dune. It was an exercise in tediousness. I remember feeling
>so cheated when I payed my money for this book, and got 400+ pages of
>boring philosophy, where the 'intrigue' was banal, and the scope was far
>too small.  The rest of humanity cowering in fear of a prescient emperor.
>[i before e except after c, unless you want to be scientific about it].
>The concept was valid, but the execution tended towards prolix.

I must be one of the few people who doesn't absolutely loathe this book.
It suffers dramatically when compared with the book right before it and
_especially_ the book right after it (more on that in a bit), and is
probably a bit worse than _Dune Messiah_, making it the worst of the six,
but I wouldn't say I felt all that disgusted by it.  (Of course, I did get
it as a gift, so I don't feel cheated out of any money.  :-) )

>> The 5th and 6th, while having a clearer action line, hardly belong in
>> the same class as the first three books.  They are set in the same
>> universe a long time later, but character development seems to be
>> inspired from Dallas or any other soap opera, and rarely makes sense.
>
>Perhaps you just wanted to read some more about Paul?  The books were,
>indeed, set some ten thousand years after the end of _God Emperor_, and
>did deal with other subjects and planets, rather than concentrating on
>Arrakis/Rakis.

Exactly.  It went beyond events directly influenced by one single planet,
and dealt with the entire universe created by Leto II's reign and passing.
Very ambitious piece of work, and I think it succeeded far more often than
it failed.

>He told a story in the last two books, that was intimately entwined, and
>dealt with his universe in flux. An entire universe that was coherent and
>well handled.

Right on the money here.  I read _Chapterhouse: Dune_ for the first time
not long before Herbert died, and remembered being *really* upset that I
wouldn't see the next one in this series.

>> To be fair, I guess if you do not mind that aspect, they're OK books,
>> but just not to be put rashly into the same category as _Dune_ which is
>> one of the classics of modern SF.

I would completely disagree.  _Dune_ broke the ground, but the last two
books of the series certainly equal it in my opinion.  Herbert managed to
go so far in the future by now that he was working in a completely new
situation, which gave him tremendous freedom.

>> and not published, coincidentally enough, when the 'Dune' movie came
>> out.  That tends to irritate people and make them use more severe
>> judgement.
>
>That is a small minded attitude. The books were far more than you make
>them out to be. They weren't mere 'cashing in' on the FLOP that was _Dune
>the Film_, they were works of value in their own right.

They certainly weren't cash-ins on the film - Herbert didn't even think the
film was all that good.  (He's got an essay about it somewhere.  I know it
appears in his collection _Eye_.)  The last two books managed to restore
the faith that the film had reduced to slag.  :-)

Tim Lynch
BITNET:  tlynch@citjuliet
INTERNET:  tlynch@juliet.caltech.edu
UUCP:  ...!ucbvax!tlynch%juliet.caltech.edu@hamlet.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 20:49:17 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com
Subject: Unknown author/title

I read a story back in the mid-60's whose title and author have completely
escaped me.  The basic plot revolves around a box found at an
archaeological site.  When opened, some strange matter in it escapes and
contaminates Earth.  Gradually, the entire planet starts getting turned in
this "necronic" matter.

The protagonists go into suspended animation and wake up thousands of years
later, when Earth has colonized other worlds.  They end up dealing with
some androids who are rebelling against the status quo by building a
super-android to try to save Earth.

Sound familiar to anyone?

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 21:34:27 GMT
From: sl7zv@cc.usu.edu (Love Poodle)
Subject: MISSING STORY

I have been trying for years to find the title of a short story that I read
A long time ago.  I was wondering if any of you could maybe help out?

The story appeared in an anthology the name of which is long forgotten.

Here is the basic plot:

Mad scientist.  Private Island.  It appears that this cat is producing a
new type of being.  I seem to think that they were little lizard people but
I'm not sure. Anyway, these little people are encouraged to evolve at a
super accelerated rate because of the nasties that the scientist does to
them, like having the ceiling to their world slowly close on them.  I don't
recall the rest of the story.

If this sounds familiar to anyone I'd appreciate a line.

Thanks.

Dennis M. Kohler
SL7ZV@CC.USU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 03:34:08 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Looking for a story

Anyone out there know the name and author of a story which involved a time
traveling robot with a helmet supposed to program the brains of selected
individuals with their ideal archetype (or some such handwaving
explanation)?  One of the people involved worked for a movie director with
a medieval attitude who was giving him a lot of trouble.  So he got the
robot so buzzed on electricity that it didn't know where it was, and went
through several archetypes including Benjamin Disraeli and Ivan the
Terrible before finally winning out with Mammoth Slayer.  The story was
full of such wonderful lines along the lines of "Her mind was an unruffled
limpid pool fully three inches deep." and included the mixing of a "drink"
dubbed the "Helena Glinska" consisting of chilled ale, creme de menthe,
honey and things like that meant solely for spilling on your worst enemy.
Sheckley and Silverberg come to mind as possible authors, but I really
don't remember.  Help?

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 18:35:05 GMT
From: acobley@microcomputer-centre.dundee.ac.uk (andy cobley)
Subject: The hour of not quite rain.

This is another 'Name that tune ' type of question.

I remember reading in the early to mid-seventies in a British SF magazine a
story called 'In the hour of not quite rain' concerning rain so acid that
it would dissolve anyone who stood about and let it fall on them.  The
story tells about seven people and what happened when the rain fell.  I
remember that the world had VERY good weather forcasting ("It will rain at
2 minutes past seven tonight for 33 minutes" Type of thing) so that
everbody knew to take shelter.  One of the sections concerned a bunch of
thugs who locked a man out of the shelter to see him dissolve (" Dance
litle man , Dance " may have been a line from it).

The story may have been subtitled "Seven views of Babalon".

I hope some one can help.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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1,,
Summary-line: 26-Apr  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #156
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA13682; Fri, 26 Apr 91 09:19:21 EDT
Date: Fri, 26 Apr 91 09:19:21 EDT
Message-Id: <9104261319.AA13682@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #156
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Fri, 26 Apr 91 09:19:21 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #156
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 26 Apr 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 156

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Pratchett (7 msgs) & Williams & Zelazny &
                     Post-Holocaust SF (7 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs) &
                     Answers (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 14:35:18 GMT
From: paj@gec-mrc.co.uk (paj)
Subject: Re: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)

Yup, I liked it too.  I also liked _Equal_Rites_, which everyone else
agrees is boring.  I also disliked Sourcery.

I think the best is "Guards Guards" which spoofs detective fiction.  It has
fewer puns ("Fabricti Diem, Pvnc" as the Guard motto) and better
characters.  The scene near the end with Lord Vettinari and Captain Vimes
is very evocative and would not be out of place in a straight cop novel.

Over here the latest is "Moving Pictures".  I am waiting for the paperback
version (grrr).

I `get' the plot of Wyrd Sisters as a spoof of Macbeth (the three witches)
and Hamlet (the ghost), but since I never studied Shakespeare other than
the Merchant of Venice (O level Eng Lit) I probably missed most of the
subtle jokes.  Perhaps you could explain them.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 03:26:16 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)*SPOILER* for _Sourcery_

paj@gec-mrc.co.UK (paj) writes:
>Yup, I liked it too.  I also liked _Equal_Rites_, which everyone else
>agrees is boring.  I also disliked Sourcery.

I like all of the Diskworld (haven't read _Pyramids_ yet, but soon) and the
only thing I found distressing about _Sourcery_ is: 

***SPOILER***

Rincewind (and the Luggage) disappear into the Dungeon Dimensions.  I can
only imagine there's a book in there, to GET THEM BACK!!!!

I was introduced to the series via _Equal Rites_: recommended by Carl
Kolchak at this site to my daughter, the one who remembers obscure lyrics
and first lines of Heinlein stories when I need these things.  I loved the
book, and can only construe that the folks who don't have never been nor
will ever be a 14-yr-old girl.  This is not a flame, just an observation.
I thought Pratchett captured it very well, so he must have been listening
to one.

>I think the best is "Guards Guards" which spoofs detective fiction.  It
>has fewer puns ("Fabricti Diem, Pvnc" as the Guard motto) and better
>characters.  The scene near the end with Lord Vettinari and Captain Vimes
>is very evocative and would not be out of place in a straight cop novel.

When it gets here, I will buy it.  Argh.  *fume*

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 14:23:04 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Re: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)

paj@gec-mrc.co.UK (paj) writes:
>Yup, I liked it too.  I also liked _Equal_Rites_, which everyone else
>agrees is boring.  I also disliked Sourcery.

I'd either have to plump for _Wyrd Sisters_ or _Moving Pictures_ as my
favourite. Can't stand _Equal Rites_ and _Sourcery_ is a bit limp too.

>Over here the latest is "Moving Pictures".  I am waiting for the paperback
>version (grrr).

Expect quite a long wait - next month sees "Reaper Man" out in hardback and
the paperback of "Good Omens". "Good Omens" was out in hardback some time
before "Moving Pictures" (6 months?) so it'll be a few months yet before
"Moving Pictures" appears in paperback. I've personally gotten fed up with
waiting for the paperbacks and have taken to splashing out on the hardback
editions lately - OK, they're more expensive but they last longer.

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 14:34:00 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann)
Subject: Re: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)

We were privileged to hear a reading from a forthcoming book at
Speculation. A Cinderella spoof. It comes from the same cast of characters
and I won't spoil the story further than to tell you that most people have
got the story all wrong, and it wasn't that way at all.

He read it from a portable micro, which I thought was very brave, as I
would have believed that something would be bound to go wrong depending on
computers like that.

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 12:35:26 GMT
From: csf157@uk.ac.cov.cck (Morpheus)
Subject: Sourcery, Eric ( mild *SPOILERS*)

yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>Rincewind (and the Luggage) disappear into the Dungeon Dimensions.  I can
>only imagine there's a book in there, to GET THEM BACK!!!!

There is indeed, and the book is Eric, a large size, low page count novel,
with illustrations (colour) by Josh Kirby. One of the better discworld
books, but I did feel a bit cheated for splashing out 8.99 on 120 pages of
Pratchett, most of which were colour illustrations. I've no idea if or when
this is out in the U.S.A., but if you've got the money it is well worth
buying.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 12:44:33 GMT
From: csf157@uk.ac.cov.cck (Morpheus)
Subject: Re: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)

howie@ssc-vax.UUCP (Howard S Modell) writes:
>I see no reason for flames.  I love _all_ the Disk World books (at least
>the ones that have appeared here in the colonies.  We're up to "Pyramids",
>I think?).  His best, IMHO, is actually not one he wrote solo, but rather
>"GOOD OMENS: The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnus Nutter" which he
>wrote with Neil Gaiman.  The business with the Hell-Hound was priceless.

Agreed. The biblical bits were hilarious. If you want to see this version
of things again there's a story called "Turntables of the Night" by
Pratchett, which is published in an anthology called "Hidden Turnings" and
features one of his regular characters.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 15:01:35 GMT
From: njw@doc.ic.ac.uk (N J Williams)
Subject: Good Omens (Pratchett, Gaimens)

Well, Good Omens (by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaimens) just came out in
paperback here in the UK, and it was reviewed in TimeOut (A London guide to
what's happening).  The interesting thing about the review was its parting
comment that the book was shortly to be made into a motion picture.

Anybody have any more information on this?

For those who don't know of the book, it's about Armageddon, as predicted
in the nice and accurate predictions of Agnes Nutter, witch.  Only problem
is, there was a slight mixup at birth and the antichrist has grown up in an
entirely unexpected place, as a normal kid, who likes animals and cares
about the environment.  To help out, the devil Crowley (a fan of Queen) and
the angel Azeraphale (an antique bookshop owner) become allies, and all
hell breaks loose (literally).

Nick
njw@doc.ic.ac.uk
njw@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 23:36:01 GMT
From: mmm@qedqcd.rye.ny.us (Michael M. Miskulin)
Subject: Memory,Sorrow & Thorn / Williams

Does anybody know when we can expect the last book in this series and what
Williams' plans are after that?

Mike
mmm@qedqcd.rye.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 19:16:32 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Cain)
Subject: Question about Zelazny's Lord of Light (possible spoiler)

I have a question about the ending of Zelazny's novel, Lord of Light, which
I feel to be his finest novel, IMHO. Since this may be a spoiler, I am
inserting a warning.

SPOILER ALERT!

Ok. At the very end of the book (pages 241-242 in my SF Book Club edition),
Sam is talking with Tak on the steps of the Palace of Kama.  Near the end
of the conversation, Sam says "For a moment, something you did reminded me
of someone I once knew."

My question: what did Tak do, and who did it remind Sam of? (All right, I
had 2 questions). :-)

This has been bothering me since I reread the book and still can't figure
it out. I think that Sam is referring to Tak's action when he "shielded his
eyes, as against the sun." Was Tak saluting Sam? Who else does that in the
book?

I know that Tak is Sam's son, but Tak doesn't mention his mother.  Perhaps
the clue is there, but I missed it. Can anyone fill me in?

Thanks.

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 15:19:12 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: post-holocaust SF

   I don't think anyone has mentioned Poul Anderson's
_No_Truce_with_Kings._ It's one of my all-time favorites.  As I recall, it
got either a Hugo or a Nebula award.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 18:07:09 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Post-holocaust SF

No one's mentioned the story "By the Waters of Babylon" by Stephen Vincent
Benet. Interesting in that it was written PRIOR to the dropping of bombs on
Japan.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 18:21:02 GMT
From: brown@cs.utk.edu (Lance A. Brown)
Subject: Re: postholocaust SF

Also, Look at the book _Wolf_and_Iron_ by Gordon R. Dickson.  It is an
expansion of a short story that he wrote a while ago which was the title
story for the anthology _In_Iron_Years_.  I am reading it now and it is
excellent.

Lance A. Brown
3500 Sutherland Avenue, Apt. L-303
Knoxville, TN  37919              
brown@cs.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 16:39:45 GMT
From: sanctuary@oak.circa.ufl.edu
Subject: Re: postholocaust SF

Another good post-holocost novel would have to be _Dhalgren_ by Samuel
Delany.  It's a little bit stranger than ordinary scifi, but that shouldn't
trouble anyone who reads this board!  B)

Matthew D. Galer                    
2811 SW Archer Rd, S-155                      
Gainesville, Fl 32608
SANCTUARY@MAPLE.CIRCA.UFL.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 01:27:04 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: More post-holocaust fiction

I wanted to mention a non-sf source of post-holocaust fiction.  There's a
surprisingly large pool of post-holocaust books in the Action Adventures
for Manly Men genre.  These are always series, and they have names like The
Survivor, The Warlord, etc.  I haven't read any of them (okay, maybe one or
two, but it was a long time ago) so I'm not really up on them, but I think
they're all pretty bad and pretty much the same, with the holocaust and
descent into savagery giving our hero an excuse to blow away or hack up a
lot of bad guys.

There are about ten different series out there, so someone must like them.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 21:22:39 GMT
From: michaelm@vax.mcd.3com.com (Michael McNeil)
Subject: Re: More post-holocaust fiction

Here's one I don't believe has been mentioned: *Re-Birth* by John Wyndham.
Definitely a classic; highly recommended.

Michael McNeil			
3Com Corporation		
Santa Clara, California
(408) 492-1790 x 5-208
michaelm@vax.MCD.3Com.COM
ucbvax!hplabs!oliveb!3comvax!michaelm

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 18:39:19 GMT
From: dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David P Brennan)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

I've sort of been following this post-holocaust/nuclear war/destruction
thread, and someone asked if anybody was compiling a list of this stuff.
While doing some research for another project, I came across the following:

Paul Brians, "Nuclear Holocausts: Atomic War in Fiction, 1895-1984"
     (Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1987)

This book has over 20 pages of title listings for atomic war novels and
short stories.

If anyone out there has a scanner, they could make a file out of it and
post and save some poor sap (I mean nice, generous person) the agony of
compiling and typing a new bibliography.  :-) Or even more sensibly -
anyone that's interested in the topic can go to their local university
library and read the thing themselves. :-))

Dave Brennan
UPitt SLIS
dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 03:05:35 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Subject: What Book Am I Really Looking For?

Recently I read an amusing quote about "simplified spells -
idiot-and-English-major simple" from a book possibly titled _The Wizard
Cursed_ possibly written by someone named Cook.  What book am I really
looking for?

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 09:56:49 GMT
From: esh022@uk.ac.cov.cck (The Celt)
Subject: Looking for a book

I'm looking for a book I read a while ago and lost. I think It was called
'space ship doctor'.

The plot ran along the lines of a meteor hits the ship and kills off all
the officers in the bridge, and depressurizes a bit of this passenger ship.
The meteor also contains a virus, and he (being the doctor and offical
captain because he is the only officer) has to find the cure, where half
the ship is infected. There is also the problem of getting air but, they
get it from electrolizing (i think) water in a bath(ish).

Please email me or leave word on here. Any help appreciated.

Timothy O'Callaghan
esh022%cck.cov.ac@nsfnet-relat.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 20:35:32 GMT
From: pdubois@sandstorm.berkeley.edu (Paul DuBois)
Subject: Re: book name?

jeffb.bbs@shark.cs.fau.edu (Jeffrey Boser) writes:
>I read a book some time ago that I have been on the lookout for with no
>success.
>
>A few plot items:
>The main character has had a bionic implant that caused time to slow, and
>a target to appear in his optical nerves when he held a gun.  His father
>was lost on a world that had creatures that were called dragons, but they
>were not reptilian.  I seem to remember electrical and non-solid beings.
>Also, the planet had ruins on it, and most of the population searched them
>for treasure, which I think was caused accidently by the dragons.

The book was published by Questar; if I'm not mistaken, the title is
"Jewels of the Dragon" I do not remember the author's name.

pdubois@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 16:28:33 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: book name?

pdubois@sandstorm.Berkeley.EDU (Paul DuBois) said:
> The book was published by Questar; if I'm not mistaken, the title is
> "Jewels of the Dragon" I do not remember the author's name.

I don't know whether "Jewels of the Dragon" is the right book, but either
way, it was written by Allen L. Wold.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 16:17:16 GMT
From: fuzzy@athena.mit.edu (Pinkdex - TNG)
Subject: Re: MISSING STORY

sl7zv@cc.usu.edu (Love Poodle) writes:
>Here is the basic plot:
>
>Mad scientist.  Private Island.  It appears that this cat is producing a
>new type of being.  I seem to think that they were little lizard people
>but I'm not sure. Anyway, these little people are encouraged to evolve at
>a super accelerated rate because of the nasties that the scientist does to
>them, like having the ceiling to their world slowly close on them.  I
>don't recall the rest of the story.
>
>If this sounds familiar to anyone I'd appreciate a line.

   One of my favorite stories, by one of the best sf authors ever:
"Microcosmic God" by Theodore Sturgeon.  I'm sure it's available in the
"Best of Sturgeon" collection, as well as numerous anthologies.  Happy
hunting!

Connie Hirsch
fuzzy@athena.mit.edu
chirsch@lotus.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 18:13:27 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: MISSING STORY

fuzzy@athena.mit.edu says:
>One of my favorite stories, by one of the best sf authors ever:
>"Microcosmic God" by Theodore Sturgeon.  I'm sure it's available in the
>"Best of Sturgeon" collection, as well as numerous anthologies.  Happy
>hunting!

   It's also available in _The Science Fiction Hall of Fame_ volume 1 ed.
by Robert Silverberg.  This book should be easy to find.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 11:38:36 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Looking for Short Story Title by James Hogan

Scott Lurndal writes:
> About 10 years ago I read a short in an anthology.  The short was written
> by James P. Hogan and was about an "engineering firm" interpretation of
> the creation story in the Book of Genesis from the Bible.  Can anyone
> tell me the title and refer me to the anthology?

_Code of the Lifemaker_ by James P. Hogan. Which is a novel, although he
ripped out the introduction and put it in a collection of short stories.

I cannot recall the title of this anthology of Hogan's short stories, it
could be _Men and Machines_, but that's doubtful.  My collection is in a
horrid state of disarray at the moment, so I cannot easily look it up.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au!prolix!dac@munnari.oz

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 07:40:53 GMT
From: mlm@cs.brown.edu (Moises Lejter)
Subject: Re: Looking for Short Story Title by James Hogan

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
>_Code of the Lifemaker_ by James P. Hogan. Which is a novel, although he
>ripped out the introduction and put it in a collection of short stories.
>
>I cannot recall the title of this anthology of Hogan's short stories, it
>could be _Men and Machines_, but that's doubtful.  My collection is in a
>horrid state of disarray at the moment, so I cannot easily look it up.

The title of the book is actually "Minds, Machines, and Evolution", and it
is by James P. Hogan.  As I recall, the book contains both short stories
and a few articles about scientific topics (one about nuclear power comes
to mind).

Moises Lejter
Box 1910
Brown University
Providence RI 02912
(401)863-7664
Internet/CSnet: mlm@cs.brown.edu
BITNET: mlm@browncs.BITNET
UUCP: ...!uunet!cs.brown.edu!mlm

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Benford & Brooks & Bujold & Dick &
                        Gaiman (2 msgs) & Herbert & Laumer &
                        Moran & 19th Century SF (2 msgs) &
                        Nightfall (2 msgs) & 
                        1991 Nebula Award Winners

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 14:10:28 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Gregory Benford

jmann@vineland (Jim Mann) writes:
>Greg Benford
>   Great Sky River, Tides of Light

I'm curious to know what other people thought of this series.  I've read
the first three (Across the Sea of Suns, In the Ocean of Night, Great Sky
River), and will probably read ToL after finals :-D

I found this a very hard series to start.  Nigel Walmsly is not a likeable
guy.  However, by the time I finished itOoN, I was hooked.  I was also
somewhat disappointed when his story is apparently abandoned after AtSoS.

Personally, I would say that if you are thinking of reading these books,
first, start with AtSoS, and stick with it.  It's a bit slow at first, but
ultimately fascinating characters in an interesting and unique situation.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 18:26:25 GMT
From: PYC136@uriacc.uri.edu (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: Brooks

I had the pleasure of meeting Terry Brooks this past Wednesday, as he was
in town autographing his latest Shannara book, as well as all of the other
books he's released. Somehow I can't picture him as a lawyer...

Anyway, he informed me that there will be two more books in the Heritage of
Shannara series, both due in March, one year apart (like he's been doing),
and then after that he will be doing two more "Magic Kingdom" books. But,
he said, those are way down the road.

He also spoke to someone in front of me in line about "other projects,"
although what they may be is anybody's guess. His signing tour will
concentrate on the southwest United States this time, so those of you in
the Texas/Arizona/California area, keep an eye out.

Andy Patrizio
pyc136@uriacc.bitnet
pyc136@uriacc.uri.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 05:55:58 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Aahzmandius)
Subject: Bujold!

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au writes:
>Just finished _The Vor Game_ by Lois McMasters Bujold.  What a terrific
>book!  'Admiral Naismith' up to his twisty-turny trickery, and a heck of a
>lot of good lines.  Anyone who isn't familiar with Bujold's works should
>go out and buy the first book by her that they see, and judge for
>themselves.

This is an excellent recommendation, with one exception.  I'd suggest not
starting with _Falling Free_; it's not in the main plot sequence, and I
don't think it's quite as good as the others.

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 19:45:08 GMT
From: GRF101@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Oracle-Assisted SF (re: Philip K. Dick)

   For those interested in Dick's use of the _I Ching_ in writing _The Man
In The High Castle_, here is some information distilled from Paul Williams'
article "The Author And The Oracle," printed in the December 1990 issue of
the Philip K. Dick Society Newsletter.
   The copy of the _I Ching_ Dick used in writing _TMITHC_ was the
two-volume first edition of the Richard Wilhelm/Cary Baynes translation,
and this is the edition quoted in the novel.
   According to Williams, "the _I Ching_ participated in the novel only at
those moments when the characters actually consult the oracle in the course
of the story."  In other words, PKD actually tossed coins and read the
appropriate hexagrams at those points, and presumably the plot of the
book was influenced in some way by the readings.  However, it's not clear
just how strong or direct the influence was.

Glenn Frantz
grf101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 06:20:30 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Neil Gaiman (Re: Good Omens)

K42@dhdurz1.BITNET (Monika Best) writes:
>Are there any other books by Neil Gaiman? I've read _everything_ by Terry
>Pratchett (except for _Moving Pictures_ which I hope will come out in
>paperback soon), and _Don't Panic_ by Neil Gaiman.

Neil Gaiman is mostly known for his comics writing. He's currently writing
two regular series, MIRACLEMAN for Eclipse and THE SANDMAN for DC, as well
as a four-issue limited series, THE BOOKS OF MAGIC, for DC.

About eight issues of THE SANDMAN have been collected into a trade
paperback under the title A DOLL'S HOUSE. Go to your local comic shop and
ask for it. You won't regret it.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 04:32:55 GMT
From: mk2r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Mark Paul Krenitsky)
Subject: Neil Gaiman(comic books)

Well, I had *thought* Good Omens was Gaiman's first book. Maybe I'm wrong.
Anyway, he's become quite the thing in the comics community where he has
been compared to Alan Moore.

Neil Gaiman is presently doing a DC comic book called Sandman, which is one
of the best (hell, *the* best) comic from either DC or Marvel.  It has no
fight scenes, no superheros, intelligent dialogue, unpredictable plot
twists, and is highly recommended to anyone who believes that comics are
not just for little kids.  Presently the main character (Dream, an
immortal) has to dispose of Hell, since Lucifer has abdicated.

He also is responsible for the comic Miracleman (formerly written by Alan
Moore), and has completed a four part series for DC titled "The Books of
Magic" which is a good story and painted art (which looks really cool).
However, Books of Magic would probably be a bit hard to follow if you've
never read any DC comics.

There is also a collection of Sandman 8-16 entitled "The Doll's House".
Recommended, of course. Very useful in figuring out what has gone before.

Mark Krenitsky

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 22:04:59 GMT
From: rjc@cstr.ed.ac.uk (Richard Caley)
Subject: Re: _Heretics of Dune_ and _ChapterHouse Dune_

Andrew Clayton (ac) writes:
> _Dune Messiah_ and _Children of Dune_ were, in my opinion, 'cheap
> sequels' to the original story.  In particular, Messiah was a load of
> fetid dingoes kidneys in comparison with Dune.

I'd have to more or less go the opposite way. Messiah was more or less as
good as Dune. Children was poor. Children makes a lot more sense after
reading God Emperor, but that doesn't change the fact that the book is
muddled and repetative.

> 'God Awful' of Dune. It was an exercise in tediousness. [...] the
> 'intrigue' was banal, and the scope was far too small.

If you dond't like Messiah, it makes sense you wouldn't like God Emperor,
the theme is the same. Paul wimps out so his son has to undo the mess he
left. Naturally there is no intrigue except by Leto, how could one intrigue
against someone who is damn near omniscient? The scope was about 20cm
cubed; like more or less all Herbert it was all about what goes on inside
people's heads.

The last two books are fun but IMESHO they lack the bite of the earlier
books. Plenty of intrigue but little reason why we should care. The only
interest is in some of the sub plots where Herbert is showing us the
character of the Bene Gesserit; the interesting bits of Heretics and
Chapter House are all sun off from one statment made by Leto II.

rjc@cstr.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 19:37:03 GMT
From: gordon@cs.ualberta.ca (Gordon Atwood)
Subject: Re: Retief of the CDT

Well, here's a 'completer' list:

Retief Revealed!

There are (to the best of my knowledge) 13 Retief books available.  Many of
the early short stories originally appeared in 'IF Magazine'.  To make
things worse, many of the titles changed when put in book form.  The final
insult is that some of the stories are doubled in other books.

This was hastily compiled last night, and typed in this morning.  I
apologize for any types (though with some of the titles they aren't!).
Anyone proffering corrections and extensions will be most welcomed.

As you will note, the oldest book, 'Envoy To New Worlds' is contained in
'Retief At Large' and 'Retief Unbound'.  You may not need to add it to your
collection.  Likewise, you could avoid 'Retief Unbound' by having 'Envoy To
New Worlds' and 'Retief And the Pangalactic Pageant Of Pulchritude'.

There is a discrepancy that needs to be cleared up.  In the list orginally
posted by 'ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz' the number of pages exceed mine for 5
books.  Perhaps they are newer editions with easy-to-read larger type.  I'm
mailing him a request to check his books against mine.  Hopefully he can
remove any fears that I now have about missing stuff :-)

Envoy To New Worlds, 1963, pp134 [My book is not titled 'Retief:  Envoy ...
'] 
  Protocol
  Sealed Orders
  Cultural Exchange
  Aide Memoire
  Policy
  Palace Revolution
 
Retief At Large, 1978, pp440 [I believe all these stories appeared in IF
    even though the copyright statements only indicate the ones with
    alternate titles did]
  Cultural Exchange, 1962
  Saline Solution, 1963
  Castle Of Light, The, 1964
  Wicker Wonderland, 1964 (City That Grew In the Sea, The)
  Brass God, The, 1964 (God-Speaker)
  Mechanical Advantage, 1966 (Retief, the Long-Awaited Master)
  Dam Nuisance, 1966
  Grime And Punishment, 1967 (Clear As Mud)
  Forbidden City, The , 1967 (Retief, War Criminal)
  Piecemakers, The, 1970
  Ballot And Bandits, 1970
  Pime Doesn't Cray, 1971

Retief:  Diplomat At Arms, 1982, pp207 [All stories except 'The Secret' are
    indicated to have appeared in IF]
  Ultimatum, 1963 (Mightiest Quorn)
  Native Intelligence, 1963 (Governor of Glave, The)
  Prince And the Pirate, 1964
  Courier, 1961 (Frozen Planet)
  Protest Note, 1962 (Desert And the Stars, The)
  Truce Or Consequences, 1966
  Secret, The [Never before published novella (or so the credits claim)]

Retief's War, 1965, pp172

Retief And the Warlords, 1968, pp175

Retief Of the CDT, 1971, pp191 [All appeared previously in IF (This
   supports my belief concerning stories in 'Retief At Large')]
  Mechanical Advantage (See 'Retief At Large')
  Ballot And Bandits (See 'Retief At Large')
  Pime Doesn't Cray (See 'Retief At Large')
  Internal Affair, 1971
  Piecemakers, The (See 'Retief At Large')

Retief:  Emissary To the Stars, 1979, pp239
  Hoob Melon Crisis, The
  Garbage Invasion, The [Appeared in 'The Magazine of F&FS']
  Troubleshooter, The
  Negotiators, The [Appeared in 'Analog']
  Giant Killer
  Forest In the Sky, The
  Trick Or Treaty

Retief Unbound, 1979, pp343
  Protocol (See 'Envoy To New Worlds')
  Sealed Orders (See 'Envoy To New Worlds')
  Aide Memoire (See 'Envoy To New Worlds')
  Policy (See 'Envoy To New Worlds')
  Palace Revolution (See 'Envoy To New Worlds')
  Retief's Ransom, 1971 [Novel]

Retief To the Rescue, 1983, pp237

Return Of Retief, The, 1984, pp221

Retief And the Pangalactic Pageant Of Pulchritude, 1986, pp278
  Retief And the Pangalactic Pageant Of Pulchritude [Novella]
  Retief's Ransom (See 'Retief Unbound')

Retief In the Ruins, 1986, pp247
  Retief In the Ruins
  There Is A Tide [Novella]
  Woomy, The [Novella]

Reward For Retief, 1989, pp340

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 19:36:55 GMT
From: daniels@bigred.enet.dec.com
Subject: Daniel Keys Moran status?

I've just finished re-reading _Emerald_Eyes_, and have read _The_ Long_Run_
about 3 times while waiting for Moran to come out with the next book in the
Continuing Time series.  Does anyone know what his current status is?  I'm
getting twitchy here waiting.

Also, at the end of my copy of _Emerald_Eyes_, it mentions that _The_Ring_
is based on a motion picture screenplay.  What is the status of that film?
I have trouble seeing how they could possibly film a lot of the book.

I don't have a chance to read this group very often, so please e-mail
replies.  Thanks!

Brad

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 20:08:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Nineteenth Century science fiction

   The reader of 19th century American science fiction finds himself in a
dilemma.  Science Fiction in America occupied mostly the short-story slot.
There were some exceptions, such as Bellamy's _Looking Backward_, though
that was more of a novel of social criticism than of pure sf.
   As such, there are no collections of short science fiction, rather,
simply collections of short fiction.  American writers like Edward Bellamy
and Fitz-James O'Brien did not write exclusively science fiction.  Rather,
they wrote short stories, some of which had sf elements.
   So the problem, in picking up a collection of 19th century American
short fiction, is knowing which stories are sf and which aren't.  Bellamy's
_The Blindman's World and Other Stories_ has four or five sf stories in a
collection of twenty or so pieces.  O'Brien's _The Stories and Poems of
Fitz-James O'Brien_ is in a similar state.
   Now, although I read all of _The Blindsman's World..._, and thoroughly
enjoyed the non-sf pieces (which were actually better than the sf pieces) I
got bogged down halfway through O'Brien's book, mostly because Larry
Niven's _Protector_ was luring me away.
   I've now come to Edward Everett Hale, a Unitarian clergyman and writers,
who penned _The Brick Moon_.  Here are UNH there are several collections of
his stories, and I want to read all the sf, but I can't know which ones are
sf and which aren't.  Around my friends I know more about 19th century
American fiction than they, so they are no help to me.
   Has anyone out there read anything by E E Hale and so could tell me
which stories are sf and which aren't?  Consequently, if anyone out there
is interested in Bellamy's work, I could tell you which stories are sf and
which aren't.
   Gee, what a thesis that turned out to be!
   Thanks.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 20:00:29 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Nineteenth Century science fiction

   Odd that you should mention this now.  Just on Friday, my local
bookstore got copies of _The Birth of Science in Fiction_ ed. by Isaac
Asimov.  The subtitle is _The Best Science Fiction of the 19th Century_.
No, I havn't read it yet.  It's from a place called Knightsbridge
Publishing copyright 1981.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 04:33:25 GMT
From: et891856@levels.sait.edu.au (It's the Bishop .....)
Subject: Novel version of "nightfall"

Has any read the novel version of "nightfall" by Isaac Asimov and Robert
Silverberg ?  Is it worth buying ?  Also has the final book of the Robert
Silverberg trilogy starting with "at winter's end' out ?

Thanks in advance.

Anthony Nuttall
University of South Australia  
et891856@lux.sait.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 02:50:56 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Novel version of "nightfall"

msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
> Has anyone read the novel version of "nightfall" by Isaac Asimov and
> Robert Silverberg?  Is it worth buying ?

Put it this way: It was an SF book of month club selection.  If you got it
because you forgot to send your card in saying you didn't want it, it isn't
the worst mistake you ever made.

Nightfall has often been voted the best short sf story ever written.  I'm
not sure I can swallow that - the bulk of the story is a little clumsy.
However that doesn't matter that much, the ending of the story is a real
kicker.  Asimov is a master at producing an occasional very powerful
fragment of phrase in the midst of pedestrian prose.  In this regard he is
much like Kipling, whose finest and most frequently quoted lines are in the
midst of dreck.

One trend I find disheartening in the later Asimov is what I perceive as a
trend towards mystical fascism and the moral corruption that it implies.
In Foundations Edge we are treated to the notion that all will be well if
we all become cells in an all encompassing mystical over mind, a view that
in practice has been associated with modern totalitarian thought.  In
Nightfall, the novel, the ending says that it is best to support a morally
corrupt power seeker because it is more efficient; the ends justify the
means.  [Hyperbole alert!!!]

I am reminded of the story, Marius, by Poul Anderson.  Both if and the
second (new) half of Nightfall deal with the rebuilding of society after a
catastrophe.  In Marius the danger of expedient compromises in the building
of a new order is illuminated; in Nightfall they are blindly embraced.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 02:04:05 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: 1991 Nebula Award Winners

You heard it here first (I hope). The 1991 Nebula Award Winners are:

Novel: Ursula K. Le Guin: Tehanu: the Last Book of Earthsea
Novella: Joe Haldeman: The Hemingway Hoax
Novelette: Ted Chiang: Tower of Babylon
Short Story: Terry Bisson: Bears Discover Fire

Grand Master: Lester Del Rey.

Congrats to all the winners!

Chuq Von Rospach
Nebula Award Editor
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 12:05:56 GMT
From: acockbur@hemel.bull.co.uk (Andrew Cockburn)
Subject: Re: TIME TRAVEL

One of the best time travel books I have read is Time Guardians by Poul
Anderson concerning the adventures of a particular Patrolman in the form of
four short stories. I don't know if there are any more in this series, I
suspect they were originally published in an SF mag.

Andrew Cockburn
Bull HN Information Systems Ltd.
Maxted Road
Hemel Hempstead
Herts., HP2 7DZ Great Britain
Andrew.Cockburn@hemel.bull.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 18:21:03 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: TIME TRAVEL

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>I wouldn't go with Heinlein's "Time enough..."; it's from his declining
>period.

Partly true, but if you don't read "Time Enough for Love", you'll miss the
novella "The Tale of the Adopted Daughter", arguably the best thing
Heinlein has ever written.  (It's not time travel, though.)

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 00:59:42 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: TIME TRAVEL

I will admit that "Tale of the Adopted Daughter" is a very good story;
however, it isn't close to the best he did. That honor belongs to "The Moon
is a Harsh Mistress" and "Starship Troopers".

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 15:11:57 GMT
From: dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Dana Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: TIME TRAVEL

A time travel book I enjoyed was called _The Danger Quotient_ by Annabel
and Edgar Johnson.  These authors write "young adult" sf stories. The
quality of their writing varies somewhat.  But DQ is an absorbing story of
the sort of time travel in which everything seems to "fit".

A young man in a post-disaster future is tired of his life--which is not
going to be very long anyway.  The detail of his intellectually rich but
emotionally poor environment is affecting and well drawn.  He invents
various things, among them a time projector. He visits a modern age family
and then some of their turn of the century ancestors.  The whole story is
readable, moving, and plotted very tightly.  I don't want to give anything
away.  But it's worth reading even for adults, although it's clearly a book
written for young teens and pre-teens.

Another "young adult" author who uses time travel in a creative way is
Diana Wynne Jones.  Her book _A Tale of Time City_ uses a device similar to
Asimov's in _The End of Eternity_, but from kids' point of view.  Another
book, _The Homeward Bounders_, uses a parallel worlds setup to give another
kind of "time travel," and this book is dense enough to give any grown-up
parallel worlds book stiff competition. (to address another thread, I think
the "Wandering Jew" shows up in HB; the "Flying Dutchman" does for sure.)
Her book _Archer's Goon_ also contains a strange time travel paradox.
Jones uses time travel not as a given, but as an extraordinary, unexpected
feature of the plot.  She is a very clever writer.

Dana Goldblatt
dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 91 23:10:56 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Time Paradox ( was THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS)

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten) writes:
>Several people on the net have praised "All You Zombies", and I just have
>to jump in and say (IMHO) that I was very disappointed in the story.  It
>read as if he wrote it on a bet, just to prove that he could do it.  I
>really thought it was pointless and went nowhere.
>
>If you want "Time Paradox" stories, there are plenty of good ones.  The
>title and author of my favorite just went out of my head.  Maybe someone
>can supply it (I think that's a safe bet).  It involved an archaologist, a
>time machine, and a knife.  (I hate when this happens)

_As_Never_Was_ by P. Schulyer (sp ? ) Miller. I thought the story was an
excellent description of a single paradox, but (IMHO) it pales in
comparison to the mind boggling contortions of _By_His_Bootstraps_ and
_All_You_Zombies by RAH.

Since this started as a description of immortal characters though, note
that neither "Bootstraps" nor "Zombies" have characters stuck in a loop,
repeating the same events over and over again.  The main characters in both
stories see the same events at different times, but they aren't in a loop.

_As_Never_Was_ on the other hand, has an item ( the knife ) stuck in a time
loop.

There was one story ( I think it was by Larry Niven, but I dont remember
for sure) about a starship pilot who travels near a singularity, comes back
several (30 ?) years in the past and finds himself taking off again to
explore the singularity.  Through a series of events, he seems to get stuck
in a time loop repeating the whole cycle forever.

Abhijit

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 04:05:19 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Time Travellers - Was Re: THE LIST OF IMMORTAL BOOKS

firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth) writes:
>Closed, or almost closed loops in time seem to be an intriguing province
>of the larger land of time-travel tales.  There's another one, whose title
>I forget, about the man who invented a time machine and went back and
>invested a few gold coins in medieval Europe.  When 19xx rolls around, he
>liquidates the world's largest fortune in order to spend it on building a
>time machine.

"Compounded Interest," by Mack Reynolds.

SPOILERS:

   The man visits his bank every 100 years to give them investment tips.
By the 18th century, the distinction between giving tips based on a
knowledge of history and having the actions based on those tips *cause* the
history, becomes extremely blurred.
   By the 20th century, the bank officers have worked out what's going on.
The man who uses the time machine to set the whole thing in motion turns
out to be the scientist that the officers had hired to research time
travel.
	
   In all, the story is about the last word on investments using time
travel.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 03:37:19 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: New (?) Time Travel Book

MacPhil writes:
>Has anyone else read _The Technicolour Time Travel Machine_ by Harry
>Harrison.  As a devoted fan of time travel SF, I had to get it.
>
>I'm about halfway through it and have found it to be as campy as the Star
>Trek Novel _How Much for Just the Planet?_.

It's been around since the late '60s (I read it in Analog when it came out
as a serial as "The Time-Machined Saga").  It maintains the tone
throughout, passing through a few mild paradoxes without getting dumped off
track.  I recall liking it when I read it and would probably read it again
if I came across it in a bookstore somewhere.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 18:15:29 GMT
From: adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Stories

I remember a very funny short story (also the title of the anthology)
called _Flight_of_the_Horse_ by Larry Niven It is set in the distant
future.  Most animals have become extinct due to habitat destruction and
incredible pollution.  The world is ruled by an Emperor (the current one
has the mind of a 10 year old - inbreeding you know) and what he wants, he
gets.  When he decides that he wants a horse, the court scientists go back
in time to get one.  Of course, no one has ever seen a horse.  This is well
worth looking for!

Another interesting variety of time travel was in a story by H. Beam Piper.
I (naturally) can't remember the title, but it is the first story in the
anthology called _The_Worlds_of_H._Beam_Piper_.  This is about a man who is
critically injured during the Battle of Buffalo (WWIII) and wakes up in his
childhood room and in his 10 year old body, but with all his memories
intact.  Piper wrote another story that refers to this character in the
same anthology, but I don't think he ever got around to doing any more.
It's a shame, because this was good stuff.  I think I've found everything
that Piper ever wrote, but some of it may be out of print and I may have
missed it.  The ones I remember off hand are:

   The Worlds of H. Beam Piper
   Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen
   Little Fuzzy (and all the other Fuzzy books, including some not written
by HBP) [there are a couple of others, I think, that I borrowed or got from
the library but I can't remember for certain.  I hate not owning the books
that I like.] 

Anybody who has a complete listing of his books, or just titles that aren't
here let me know (e-mail's fine) and I'll post a listing if anybody cares.

Julia Kosatka
Administrative Computing
User Services

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 00:11:35 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Stories

adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka) writes:
>I remember a very funny short story (also the title of the anthology)
>called _Flight_of_the_Horse_ by Larry Niven It is set in the distant
>future.  Most animals have become extinct due to habitat destruction and
>incredible pollution.  The world is ruled by an Emperor (the current one
>has the mind of a 10 year old - inbreeding you know) and what he wants,
>he gets.  When he decides that he wants a horse, the court scientists go
>back in time to get one.  Of course, no one has ever seen a horse.  

Well, they do know what a horse looks like.  The emperor has seen the
picture of a horse in a picture book meant for children.  A department that
has just invented a time machine volunteers to send someone back to get the
horse.  Unfortunately, using the machine is very expensive, so the person
selected to go back only has a short time.  So he gets the very first thing
that resembles that picture.  It doesn't *exactly* match the picture
though, which they assume is an inaccuracy due to the amount of time that
has passed since there were any horses in the world.

I recommend the book.  The first several stories are about this time
machine, and what they need to bring back in it.  They are generally quite
good.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 18:58:04 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Stories

adus13@jetson.uh.edu (Julia Kosatka) writes:
>I remember a very funny short story (also the title of the anthology)
>called _Flight_of_the_Horse_ by Larry Niven It is set in the distant
>future.  Most animals have become extinct due to habitat destruction and
>incredible pollution.  The world is ruled by an Emperor (the current one
>has the mind of a 10 year old - inbreeding you know) and what he wants,
>he gets.  When he decides that he wants a horse, the court scientists go
>back in time to get one.  Of course, no one has ever seen a horse.  This
>is well worth looking at.

Actually, its not an Emperor. The title given to the ruler is Secretary
General.  But that's a minor nit.  The collection of stories is pretty
good.  The stories dealing with Svetz (the guy who does most of the time
traveling) and his time machine are absolutely hilarious.  The collection
also has one of the stories dealing with teleportation and one of the
Warlock stories.

I would recommend it unhesitatingly it to any fan of Niven and/or tongue in
cheek writing.

Abhijit

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 11:23:45 GMT
From: lopez!traal@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Traal the BRAVE)
Subject: Re: TIME TRAVEL

'Time And Again', by Jack Finney, has always been my favorite.

rutgers!sharkey!lopez!traal

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 16:16:45 GMT
From: ward@tsnews.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: New (?) Time Travel Book

IQTI400@INDYCMS.IUPUI.EDU (MacPhil) writes:
>Has anyone else read _The Technicolour Time Travel Machine_ by Harry
>Harrison.  As a devoted fan of time travel SF, I had to get it.  I'm about
>halfway through it and have found it to be as campy as the Star Trek Novel
>_How Much for Just the Planet?_.

That "The Technicolour Time Machine" is "campy" was not an accident on
Harrison's part.  It is a bit of a spoof on the genre, as were the early
"Stainless Steel Rat" stories, "Bill, the Galactic Hero", "Star Smashers of
the Galaxy Rangers" and one or two of his other works.  Unlike the mass of
"Star Trek" drivel, which apparently wasn't SUPPOSED to be campy, but
couldn't help itself.  Garbage In, Garbage Out.  I prefer that camp be
intentional, rather than accidental.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 03:11:33 GMT
From: NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (Shandon Silverlock)
Subject: Hugo Award origin

Does anybody here know where the name for the Hugo Award originated?  The
only Hugo I know is Victor and he did not write any SF to my recollection
Does anybody out there know?

Newmark @ AUVM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 21:11:13 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Hugo Award origin

NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu writes:
>Does anybody here know where the name for the Hugo Award originated?  The
>only Hugo I know is Victor and he did not write any SF to my recollection
>Does anybody out there know?

It was named after Hugo Gernsback, coiner of the term science fiction (I
believe) and creator of science fiction as a separate publishing catergory.
But don't bother reading anything he wrote.

Janet Lafler
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 22:47:53 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: Hugo Award origin

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu writes:
>>Does anybody here know where the name for the Hugo Award originated?  The
>>only Hugo I know is Victor and he did not write any SF to my recollection
>>Does anybody out there know?
>
> It was named after Hugo Gernsback, coiner of the term science fiction (I
> believe) and creator of science fiction as a separate publishing
> catergory.  But don't bother reading anything he wrote.

Didn't he try calling it 'scientifiction' for a while? It's my
understanding that it didn't catch on, and when somebody else used the term
'science fiction', the genre had a name.

BTW, for a glimpse of a universe a la Gernsback, try Gibson's 'The
Gernsback Continuum'. It can be found in MIRRORSHADES (ed. Sterling), and
presumably other places.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 06:46:43 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Hugo Award origin

tkogoma@triton.unm.edu writes:
>The Hugo is named after Hugo Grensback, editor(?) of _Popular Electrics_
>magazine during the 20's.  The magazine published "scientific Fiction"
>along with non-fictional articles concerning the new toy of the time,
>electricity.

Well, aside from the fact that the title of that magazine was actually
MODERN ELECTRICS, this paragraph slightly understates Gernsback's
contribution to the field. Among other things, Gernsback was also the
founder of AMAZING STORIES, which was the first magazine totally devoted to
science fiction as a separate genre. Later on, he also founded the WONDER
STORIES family of sf pulp magazines.

It was his founding of AMAZING STORIES, and the creation of science fiction
as a distinct literary genre that earned him the designation of "the father
of science fiction" and this is why the award is named after him.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 16:41:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Immortality

   I have been thinking for a couple of weeks now about the nature of
immortality, because of something someone on this list said (I forget who).
The person suggested Sethra Lavode from Steven Brust's "Vlad" series as a
definitely-long-lived personage.  I thought at the time, "No, wait, Sethra
is not alive; she's undead."  We have not been granted the details on this
by the author, so I don't know under what circumstances her undeath was
achieved.
   Nevertheless, this came up at lunch today and we were wondering whether
being immortal means that one lives forever or never dies.  This may seem
like a semantic distinction, which for most purposes it is, but in Sethra's
case it is a rather pertinent question.  I suppose one could say that she
half-died, but she's still moving :).  Therefore, since she isn't
technically alive (depending, I suppose, upon the definition of life used
here), she fits into the second description.
   Any ideas?

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 18:06:45 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Immortality

MSEIBERT@smith.BITNET writes:
>   I have been thinking for a couple of weeks now about the nature of
> immortality, because of something someone on this list said (I forget
[stuff deleted]
>    Nevertheless, this came up at lunch today and we were wondering
> whether being immortal means that one lives forever or never dies.  This
> may seem like a semantic distinction, which for most purposes it is, but
> in Sethra's case it is a rather pertinent question.  I suppose one could
> say that she half-died, but she's still moving :).  Therefore, since she
> isn't technically alive (depending, I suppose, upon the definition of
> life used here), she fits into the second description.  Any ideas?

The idea of Immortality seems to be about the continuation of the mind, not
the body.  "Permananet Vegetative States" are not seen as immortality, your
brain in a jar or your consciousness transfered to a computer probably
would be.  Notice, I'm making no value judgement about which is worse.

Under this idea, vampires would qualify.  Suspended Animation probably
doesn't, since you are unconsciousness and resume aging when you awake.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 18:43:36 GMT
From: sac@lamar.colostate.edu (Sheila Como)
Subject: Re: Immortality

MSEIBERT@smith.BITNET writes:
>   Nevertheless, this came up at lunch today and we were wondering whether
>being immortal means that one lives forever or never dies.  This may seem
>like a semantic distinction, which for most purposes it is, but in
>Sethra's case it is a rather pertinent question.  I suppose one could say
>that she half-died, but she's still moving :).  Therefore, since she isn't
>technically alive (depending, I suppose, upon the definition of life used
>here), she fits into the second description.

It is only my opinion, but most people use "immortal" in the sense of
staying incarnate in their current form.  I would put the undead in that
group even though they have technically died.  Of course there is also
immortality without physical form, but people usually don't say things like
"the immortal ghost walked the hallways".  There is also the immortal soul
concept, but this discussion seems to focus on longevity with some sort of
physical body - flesh, machine, or otherwise.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 14:49:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #137

   Don't forget Orson Scott Card's "Capitol" (some of the stories appear in
"The Worthing Saga" which I haven't had time to read yet) the characters on
Somec aren't exactly immortal, as such, but they do certainly live for a
*long* time.
   Also, there is Sharon Webb's Earth Song triad - "Earth Child", "Earth
Song", and "Ram Song" (I haven't read that last yet), which has an
interesting premise and much to say about the fate of creativitiy in
immortals.  It also presents us with a picture of children deciding whether
or not to be immortal, which is fascinating.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 09:37:52 GMT
From: STUCS002@ibm3090.computer-centre.birmingham.ac.uk (G W Sutcliffe)
Subject: Immortality request

I'm writing in connection with the following book, mentioned in the
Immortality discussion recently:

> "Healer" (author unknown)
>
> It concerns one person who "catches" immortality through the invasion of
> his body by an intelligent parasite that wants its host to stay alive.
> Adding interest to the book is psiwars and a chaotic world lives on for a
> time.

I read it when I was about 14 or so, but my local library has since lost or
disposed of the anthology it was in - it was with 'Master of Life and
Death' by Silverberg and 'Shakespeare's Planet' which (I think) also came
up in the aforementioned discussion. Basically, could anyone tell me the
author so I can try and find it again, just for nostalgia's sake?

Thanks in advance.

Giles Sutcliffe
stucs002 @ uk.ac.bham.ibm3090

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 15:01:09 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #137

MSEIBERT@smith.BITNET writes:
>Don't forget Orson Scott Card's "Capitol" (some of the stories appear in
>"The Worthing Saga" which I haven't had time to read yet) the characters
>on Somec aren't exactly immortal, as such, but they do certainly live for
>a *long* time.

   Well, kind of. They only *experienced* a normal number of years, but
they spread out those years over long periods of time by spending large
amounts of time in hibernation.

   Why they didn't exploit the cloning technology shown in the earlier
stories with the memory storing and transplanting technology they had to
achieve serial lifespans with continious memory, I never understood. The
only time this was used was on a political prisoner.  As I've said before,
Card's perspective on hibernation equaling immortality is one I don't
understand.

James Nicoll	

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 02:40:41 GMT
From: msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Immortality request

G W Sutcliffe <STUCS002@ibm3090.computer-centre.birmingham.ac.uk> writes:
>> "Healer" (author unknown)
>
>> It concerns one person who "catches" immortality through the invasion of
>> his body by an intelligent parasite that wants its host to stay alive.
>> Adding interest to the book is psiwars and a chaotic world lives on for
>> a time.
>
>...could anyone tell me the author so I can try and find it again, just
>for nostalgia's sake?

This book (Healer) was written by F. Paul Wilson.  Actually the parasite
was not intelligent.  The main character ducked into a cave to escape some
people chasing him with crossbows (the planet slipped back to feudalism in
the political/social realm and to pre gun powder technology) and this fuzzy
slug type creature drops on his head and "soaks" in.  The parasite which is
actually a symbiot (since it has introduced immortality) acquires the
host's intellectual level.  Again, it's been awhile.

msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 18:06:35 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Immortality

As Pete Rossetti mentioned earlier, John Varley protrayed an interesting
kind of immortality in several of his stories. Insurance companies would
take a tissue sample from a policy-holder; they would also do periodic
memory-backups. Then, if you die, they rapidly grow a clone from your
tissue-sample, then dump your memories into the clone, and voila, there you
are again, as good as your last memory back-up.

"The Phantom of Kansas" (collected in THE PERSISTENCE OF VISION) is perhaps
the best expoloration of this; it deals with what happens when a clerical
error causes a clone to be grown and filled with memories by mistake. The
clone then escapes before the insurance company realizes its mistake. So
now there are two of this person running around, both sharing identical
memories up to a point. The clone knows that its very existence is
forbidden, which leads to a great story. I re-read it recently (it first
appeared in the 70s); it blew my mind the first time I read it, today, it
seems much tamer.  But still good!

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 23:40:26 GMT
From: dave@caslon (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Immortality

jcr@MBUNIX (Rogers) writes:
>As Pete Rossetti mentioned earlier, John Varley protrayed an interesting
>kind of immortality in several of his stories. Insurance companies would
>take a tissue sample from a policy-holder; they would also do periodic
>memory-backups. Then, if you die, they rapidly grow a clone from your
>tissue-sample, then dump your memories into the clone, and voila, there
>you are again, as good as your last memory back-up.

Big-time spoilers for "Phantom of Kansas" follow!  Proceed at your own
risk.

Ok, don't blame me if you haven't read it, because PoK is a mystery, and
what follows reveals the solution.

>"The Phantom of Kansas" (collected in THE PERSISTENCE OF VISION) is
>perhaps the best expoloration of this; it deals with what happens when a
>clerical error causes a clone to be grown and filled with memories by
>mistake. [...]

No, no, no!!  The clone was grown illegally as part of an elaborate ruse to
get peoples' money.  He then escaped his captors, and began terrorizing his
legitimate counterpart.  This is all explained at the end of the story.

For me, this pointed out that the technology described in the story (quick-
grow clones and memory recording/restoration) provide more a means to
stroke the customer's vanity more than any kind of immortality.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 91 13:06:36 GMT
From: rsoft!mindlink!Crawford_Kilian@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

In all this very interesting discussion of Life After the Bomb, no one has
yet discussed why such a topic should be of interest, especially to
(usually) comfortable white middle-class educated Americans, very few of
whom have ever been in so much as a tavern punch-up, never mind a shooting
war. Clearly, many SF readers take a strong interest in the dismantling of
modern technological society and it's not an entirely negative interest.
That is, in many of these books the general mood is one of relief we, the
fortunate survivors, can now get on with building a new society which will
be reassuringly like the old one but with more scope for individual
initiative and the swinging of broadswords. Some of this attitude no doubt
springs from our fondness for the myth of Noah and the consolation that
cycles do begin anew in a kind of rebirth (that was, by the way, the
American title of Wyndham's The Chrysalids). But I think I also detect in
post-nuclear SF a deep detestation for modern American consumer society as
a suffocatingly banal and trivial excuse for a real human commonwealth.
The rebuilding of the ruins always has strong Utopian content or am I just
projecting my own anxieties and hopes on this genre?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 91 22:06:00 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.UUCP (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>In all this very interesting discussion of Life After the Bomb, no one has
>yet discussed why such a topic should be of interest, especially to
>(usually) comfortable white middle-class educated Americans, very few of
>whom have ever been in so much as a tavern punch-up, never mind a shooting
>war. Clearly, many SF readers take a strong interest in the dismantling of
>modern technological society and it's not an entirely negative interest.
>That is, in many of these books the general mood is one of relief we the
>fortunate survivors can now get on with building a new society which will
>be reassuringly like the old one but with more scope for individual
>initiative and the swinging of broadswords. Some of this attitude no doubt
>springs from our fondness for the myth of Noah and the consolation that
>cycles do begin anew in a kind of rebirth (that was, by the way, the
>American title of Wyndham's The Chrysalids). But I think I also detect in
>post-nuclear SF a deep detestation for modern American consumer society as
>a suffocatingly banal and trivial excuse for a real human commonwealth.
>The rebuilding of the ruins always has strong Utopian content or am I
>just projecting my own anxieties and hopes on this genre?

   Isn't it possible some are written as cautionary tales? 'Down to a
Sunless Sea' and 'Warday' both fit poorly in a utopian mold; the worlds
they show are definitely worse than our current one, and the people in the
know this.

James Nicoll
w

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 02:28:37 GMT
From: psymp@lure.latrobe.edu.au
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
> Isn't it possible some are written as cautionary tales? 'Down to a
> Sunless Sea' and 'Warday' both fit poorly in a utopian mold; the worlds
> they show are definitely worse than our current one, and the people in
> the know this.

Following up this thread, what I've always considered one of the best post
nuclear holocaust stories, Davy (Edgar Pangborn) shows a world hundreds of
years after a nuclear holocaust that is much worse than the current one. A
few of the characters know the extent of what has been lost from the old
world.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 91 21:17:21 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Post-Holocaust Fiction

I may be reacting a bit to a pet peeve, but "Post-Holocaust Fiction" is too
broad a field to discuss meaningfully.  You've seen some of the things that
have already been offered as "that's effectively post-holocaust".  Here are
some others:

After-the-bomb.  These will typically be survival tales.  Note that it
doesn't have to be a bomb.  It can be biological (Emergence), it can be
chemical (The Turning Point), it can be a population collapse (The Bright
Companion), it can result from alien invasions of various sorts (The
Ophiuchi Hotline), it can be an ecological collapse (The Death of the
Dream).

Long-after-the-bomb.  The holocaust itself can have a greater or lesser
impact on the story, depending on whether the new world is simply
recreating the old one or choosing a different path.  The world can be
low-tech (The Breaking of Northwall), different-tech (Dreamsnake),
high-tech (Star Man), or generic fantasy (Sword of Shanara).

Irrelevant holocausts.  The world blows itself to cinders and life
continues (presumably elsewhere) undisturbed.  In some cases the holocaust
serves some symbolic purpose (The Ring of Ritornell).

Then there are partial holocausts, holocausts on alien worlds, genocides,
xenocides, and plain bad galactic luck.

Care to be a bit more specific as to what interests you?  PHF is one of
those headings under which one can put definitely hundreds of books and
probably over a thousand, and that's too broad to be useful.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 06:41:02 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: anti-religious sf

   What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?  I
don't mean 'what you think of them in general.'  I'd like this on a story
to story basis.  Just for the record, before I read _Behold the Man_ by
Michael Moorcock , I thought that I would never like these types of
stories.
   Others that I have disliked are James Morrow's Bible Stories for Adults.
They seem to exist merely to be repulsive.  (Lesser Ellison comes to mind,
but then Ellison could get discussed a lot on this topic). Either Morrow
has a literary ideal which prevents him from mentioning his point, or we're
supposed to psychically guess what his point is.
   I'm not talking here about allegorical (I'm not even sure what they mean
by that) stories such as _Evensong_ by Lester del Rey where humanity
finally corners God and forces him to surrender, or even _The Deathbird_ by
Harlan Ellison where a man teams up with 'Satan' to defeat 'God' (BTW, I
really liked that one).  If you're expecting me to come up with a
definition, I can't.  No one can.  Other discussions here should have
proved that already.

   Just give me some story descriptions to go on.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Benford & Bujold (3 msgs) & Bull (2 msgs) &
                    Christopher (2 msgs) & Gaiman (2 msgs) &
                    Morrison & Pratchett & Shea & Vance &
                    Williams (2 msgs) & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 18:40:58 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford's mechanical universe stories

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>>Are In the Ocean of Night and Across the Sea of Suns any good?
>_In the Ocean of Night_ was one of the worst books I ever read.  I

I didn't think that much of either of the above books.  While some of the
concepts and ideas that were presented were IMHO good, most of the rest of
the books were not.

I did find that the next two books in the series (Great Sky River and Tides
of Light) were much better.  And I probably will read the next book because
I want to find out what happens.

Benford has given tidbits about what is going to happen and I am waiting to
find out.  (Center of the galaxy plot)

Marc Wiz
(512)823-4780
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!egorby.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 21:32:12 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Bujold! 

>This is an excellent recommendation, with one exception.  I'd suggest not
>starting with _Falling Free_; it's not in the main plot sequence, and I
>don't think it's quite as good as the others.

   I did start with _Falling Free_, and I didn't really like it. (Too much
of a sympathy plot for me; I prefer more of a moral middle ground.)  Could
someone recommend another book by Bujold that does NOT involve her main
character?  I don't like to read series.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 23:03:06 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: Bujold! (was Re: Phoning Authors)

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>     One warning: _Ethan of Athos_ is *very* different from the
>"Vorkosigan/Naismith" series.  It's part of the same universe, and
>features a character from the previously mentioned series, but it's not at
>all like it.  'Nuff said?  (I could say more, but that would involve
>spoilers.)  Oh, yes--some people might find it's subject matter ah,
>*uncomfortable* (I didn't, but I can see where some might).  Reading the
>first 15 or so pages before plunking down your money might be a good idea.

I didn't include this in the previous post, but there is an interesting
story behind why Ethan differs so much.

When Lois was trying to sell Shards of Honor, she kept trying until it hit
Jim Baen's desk.  Jim Baen was needing novels at the time to fill up his
backlist, and Shards was quite good.  When he talked to Lois, she mentioned
that she had TWO other manuscripts, and Jim Baen bought them sight unseen.
Ethan was the last of the first three manuscripts.  When Jim Baen got the
manuscript, he was taken somewhat aback.

Basically, without spoiling anything (because it's on the back cover),
Ethan is an obstetrician on a planet of all males, with a BIIG problem on
his hands.  In solving the problem, he leaves his planet and runs into Elli
Quinn, and the adventures go from there.

Lois took a classic, age-old, bad SF cliche, turned it upside down, and got
this story.

For more junk on Ethan and Jim Baen's classic remark upon, send E-mail, as
this does provide spoilers.

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 22:55:15 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: Bujold! (was Re: Phoning Authors)

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>     I agree.  _Falling Free_ is a very good story, but not the one to
>start with.  Personally, I'd say start with _Shards of Honor_, since it
>sets up everything to come involving Miles (Naismith) Vorkosigan.  
[stuff deleted]

I second the recommendation of starting with "Shards of Honor".  Likewise,
another good starting point is "Warrior's Apprentice", but some subtle
points within will escape you without having read "Shards".

Chronologically, the sequence is:

Falling Free       (sets up (a) the quaddies, and (b) artificial gravity)
Shards of Honor         introduces Cordelia Naismith and Aral Vorkosigan
{{BARRYAR}}		WILL BE RELEASED THIS FALL
Warrior's Apprentice    introduces Mile Naismith Vorkosigan
The Vor Game		  how Miles becomes Dendarii commander ultimately
Ethan of Athos  	An Elli Quinn story
Borders of Infinity     Three shorts, see below
Brothers in Arms	Last in the series, Miles Vorkosigan on Earth.

Borders of Infinity is three novella length stories:
  Mountains of Mourning           (Before Vor Game)
   oops, I forgot this title.     (After Ethan, before Brothers)
  Borders of Infinity		  (Just before Brothers in Arms)

This is actually a collection of stories published in Analog and other SF
mags, with a short, 10 page "frame" story about the three main stories.
The "frame" is set after Brothers in Arms.

BARRYAR is Lois's newest book, and will be serialized in Analog starting
with the July issue, and will release as the novel in early September.

By publication date:

Shards of Honor
Warrior's Apprentice
Ethan of Athos
Brothers in Arms
Borders of Infinity    (Falling Free may be before Borders)
Falling Free           (I may have these mixed up)
The Vor Game
{{BARRYAR}}

IMHO, while Vor Game is best from a technical, wordsmithing standpoint;
Shards of Honor (and the Postlude) is Lois's best work.

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 21:44:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: _Bone dance_ by Emma Bull

If you have read either _War for the Oaks_ or _Falcon_, you have probably
noticed that Emma Bull's latest book, _Bone Dance_ has just come out from
ACE SF.

Well, are you going to ask, was _BD_ worth reading?  The answer is yes, but
I admit I have mixed feeling about it.  The main premise is interesting and
certainly one I had never seen treated before so well.  Most characters act
intelligently and in a believable fashion.  The action is pretty good and
the resolution makes sense.

Still, partly because of the very private personality of the narrator, a
lot of the personal interaction eludes the reader.  Motivation is a
particularly important facet which we do not get.

It is definitly a book worth reading, and I'd give it an 8 out of 10.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 21:55:27 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: _Bone dance_ by Emma Bull

>If you have read either _War for the Oaks_ or _Falcon_, you have probably
>noticed that Emma Bull's latest book, _Bone Dance_ has just come out from
>ACE SF.

If you have read _War for the Oaks_ and Gibson's _Neuromancer_ series, you
might find that _Bone Dance_ resmbles the answer to the question, "If
William Gibson had written _War for the Oaks_, what would it have looked
like"?

>Still, partly because of the very private personality of the narrator, a
>lot of the personal interaction eludes the reader.  Motivation is a
>particularly important facet which we do not get.

Are you talking about the precious in-jokes?  They were enough to make me
gag.  I like Ms. Bull and I like the Scribblies, but I get annoyed when my
concentration is interrupted by what are clearly in-jokes.  The location of
the protagonist's home, the CD that he examines by a group that Ms. Bull is
associated with, etc. etc.  It's almost as annoying as the character of the
drummer in Brust's last Vlad Taltos novel.

Also, I wonder if the Minneapolis references just don't go right past
readers who don't live here?  For instance, one building is called "Ego",
which is a pun on a local landmark.  And the whole spatial relationship
between The Underbridge, the Night Fair, the Seven Corner's Market and
Nicollet Island is very easy for me* to follow, but I suspect the occupants
of the rest of the planet must find it all quite hazy.  Is this the case?

>It is definitly a book worth reading, and I'd give it an 8 out of 10.

It IS worth reading but, it can be irritating, too!

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 18:03:44 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: The Tripods

Has anybody else on here read The Tripod Trilogy by John Christopher?  It
is an excellent series, and recently he wrote a new book, a prequel
entitled "When the Tripods Came," which deals with the events mentioned in
said title.  The new book is *superb*, and a thrill for me - I thought John
Christopher had *died* or something!

Does anybody know if there will be any more Tripod books by Christopher?
It hardly seems like him to write just one book.  Perhaps he is trying to
do 'Star Wars' on us.  He could write a trilogy of trilogies, which I
wouldn't mind reading.  And, does anybody have a complete list of John
Christopher books?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 00:34:53 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (Existentialist Man! )
Subject: Re: The Tripods

HOBBKD%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
>Has anybody else on here read The Tripod Trilogy by John Christopher?  It
>is an excellent series, and recently he wrote a new book, a prequel
>entitled "When the Tripods Came," which deals with the events mentioned in
>said title.  The new book is *superb*, and a thrill for me - I thought
>John Christopher had *died* or something!

I read it a few times between 5th and 8th grade, and then lost access to
the middle school library. I loved it! The world is interesting, and the
adventure is just the right type to attract adolescent boys.  Looking back,
I remember it as being a better series than I realized (I just thought it
was cool.) I remember the books were _The White Mountains_, _The Pool of
Fire_, and _The City of Gold and Lead_.  Great stuff! I'll have to poke
around and find them again.

The first two books were even made into movies for public TV. They were
quite good as well - a few things were changed from the books, but overall,
they were some of the best adaptations of books _ever_.

>Does anybody know if there will be any more Tripod books by Christopher?
>It hardly seems like him to write just one book.

If he can keep up the quality, great. If not...
 
>Perhaps he is trying to do 'Star Wars' on us.  He could write a trilogy of
>trilogies, which I wouldn't mind reading.  And, does anybody have a
>complete list of John Christopher books?

Another I remember:

_The Lotus Caves_: Two boys on the moon decide to wander off, and fall into
a cave where they discover that they don't need their helmets, since the
entire cave is lined by a plant that provides a person's every need.
Another great read.

He's written a few others, but I can't remember their names any more.
This'll give me something to read over summer vacation.

Josh Brandt
mute@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 17:26:27 GMT
From: ICWFM@asuacad.bitnet (Fred McIlvain)
Subject: Neil Gaiman

>Are there any other books by Neil Gaiman?

I believe he has a short story in the anthology "Words without Pictures".
This also has a short story by Alan Moore.

Speaking of comic book writers, I am waiting for Grant Morrison to write
something not in comic form.

Fred McIlvain
Library Acquisitions

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 09:44:08 GMT
From: csf157@uk.ac.cov.cck (Pennywise the Dancing Clown)
Subject: Re: Neil Gaiman

ICWFM@asuacad.BITNET (Fred McIlvain) writes:
>>Are there any other books by Neil Gaiman?

There is another coming out this year, can't remember the title offhand,
but when I do I'll post it.

>I believe he has a short story in the anthology "Words without Pictures".
>This also has a short story by Alan Moore.

And one in an anthology called "Digital Dreams", which also has a Pratchett
story.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 09:44:08 GMT
From: csf157@uk.ac.cov.cck (Pennywise the Dancing Clown)
Subject: Grant Morrison (was Re: Neil Gaiman)

ICWFM@asuacad.BITNET (Fred McIlvain) writes:
>Speaking of comic book writers, I am waiting for Grant Morrison to write
>something not in comic form.

He has done at least two plays.

The first was "Red King Rising", a biography of Lewis Carroll.
The second was "Depravity" (I think), a biography of Aleister Crowley.
 Obviously two people dear to Mr. Morrison's heart.  1/2 :-)

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 17:59:20 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Pratchett

Good Omens has been *optioned* for a motion picture.  This does not
necessarily mean it will be one but you should keep an eye out.  other than
that, I have no idea.

There is a planned sequel to _Good Omens_ called _668: The Neighbor of the
Beast_.

Anybody who wants a file on Pratchett on which I worked hard and diligently
can e-mail me directly.  Thanks to some international friends, it is
up-to-date and complete. (Big wink to Bob and Nicki)

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 20:24:01 GMT
From: hqm@ai.mit.edu (Henry Minsky)
Subject: Michael Shea's "Nifft The Lean"

I recently came across a copy of Michael Shea's "Nifft The Lean" at
someones's garage sale. This has to be the best Fantasy/SF book I have read
in years. Does anyone know what became of this amazing author? After
reading this book, I tried to find other works by him, and found only a
small but remarkable sequel to HP Lovecraft's "The Color Out of Space"
called "The Color Out Of Time".

Does anyone know else has he published? 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 20:14:23 GMT
From: khale@dawnstar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: Jack Vance?

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) writes:
>hoy@ewsvx8.mdcbbs.com (Steve Hoy) writes:
>> Nobody in this group ever seems to mention Jack Vance.  Some of his
>> early work is worth reading:
>
>> "The Languages of Pao" and "The Eyes of the Overworld".
>
>	The Dying Earth (?) - classic

I found _The_Dying_Earth_ ( or was it Sun ? )  okay, but not really great.
Some of the stories were good, but some were rather boring. On the other
hand, I would unhesitatingly recommend _Eyes_of_the_Overworld_ and
_Cugel's_Saga_.  They are both hilarious. Cugel, the sly immoral trickster,
is a classic character. And I love the dialogue.

Abhijit

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 23:25:36 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Re: Memory,Sorrow & Thorn / Williams

mmm@qedqcd.rye.ny.us (Michael M. Miskulin) writes:
>Does anybody know when we can expect the last book in this series and what
>Williams' plans are after that?

As far as I know, I've only seen the first book of this series, The
Dragonbone Chair.  Is the sequel out yet (in hardcover or paperback?)

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 03:33:24 GMT
From: panix!jhawk@cmcl2.nyu.edu (John Hawkinson)
Subject: Re: Memory,Sorrow & Thorn / Williams

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>mmm@qedqcd.rye.ny.us (Michael M. Miskulin) writes:
>>Does anybody know when we can expect the last book in this series and
>>what Williams' plans are after that?

Last month, I called DAW books, the publisher, to query about a date, and
wasn't given one. It probably won't be 'till the Stone of Farewell comes
out in paperback.

>As far as I know, I've only seen the first book of this series, The
>Dragonbone Chair.  Is the sequel out yet (in hardcover or paperback?)

The sequel, _The Stone of Farewell_ (leavetaking stone), is out in
hardcover, and has been since August.

John Hawkinson
jhawk@panix.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 14:20:13 GMT
From: GUTEST5@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be
Subject: Re: Looking for a story

>Anyone out there know the name and author of a story which involved a time
>traveling robot with a helmet supposed to program the brains of selected
>individuals with their ideal archetype (or some such handwaving
>explanation)?  One of the people involved worked for a movie director with
>a medieval attitude who was giving him a lot of trouble.  So he got the
>robot so buzzed on electricity that it didn't know where it was, and went
>through several archetypes including Benjamin Disraeli and Ivan the
>Terrible before finally winning out with Mammoth Slayer.  The story was
>full of such wonderful lines along the lines of "Her mind was an unruffled
>limpid pool fully three inches deep." and included the mixing of a "drink"
>dubbed the "Helena Glinska" consisting of chilled ale, creme de menthe,
>honey and things like that meant solely for spilling on your worst enemy.
>Sheckley and Silverberg come to mind as possible authors, but I really
>don't remember.  Help?

Actually, the story was written by Henry Kuttner. It's in one of his
anthologies, _The_best_of_H_K_, I think. He's written a number of very good
stories, so I think you'll like the book. Out here you only find his work
in used book stores, so I don't know if it's still in print.

Lieven Marchand

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Request Answers (4 msgs) & Humorous SF (2 msgs) &
                 Requests (2 msgs) & Comics (2 msgs) &
                 Interactive fiction (5 msgs) & 19th Century SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 13:15:38 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Subject: That Book I Was Looking For

Thanks to everyone who wrote to tell me that the book with
"idiots-and-English-majors-simple" spells was _The Wizardry Cursed_ by Rick
Cook (third in a series, the first two books of which are _Wizard's Bane_
and _The Wizardry Compiled_.

I'd've thanked you all individually, but I'm swamped with end-of-term
business.  English majors may get simplified spells, but no one else lets
up on them.

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 15:58:19 GMT
From: browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: Yet another, name that story...

richb@sunaus.oz (Rich Burridge) writes:
> I remember reading this when I was about 14, so that would place it
> something before 1975. It's a short story; part of a collection I
> believe.
> 
> The plot goes something like this:
> 
> Group of people land on a planet, discover there is a large tunnel and
> various holes running through everything (hills, buildings etc...).
> Inhabitants of the planet, step over an imaginary object at certain
> places.
> 
> Anyway, the cause of all this is a *very* low fast circling moon of the
> planet, impossibly orbitting about three feet above sea-level.

Sounds like 'Hole Around Mars' or 'Holes Around Mars.'  I can't remember
the author, but I'm almost ertain it was written before 1970; probably
before 1960.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 13:40:18 GMT
From: aubey@gimli.asd.contel.com (Ken Aubey)
Subject: Re: MISSING STORY

>I'm not sure. Anyway, these little people are encouraged to evolve at a
>super accelerated rate because of the nasties that the scientist does to
>them, like having the ceiling to their world slowly close on them.

Sounds like "Sand Kings" by George R.R. Martin.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 17:15:44 GMT
From: dplace!djl@pacbell.pacbell.com (Dave Lampe)
Subject: Re: Looking for a book

esh022@uk.ac.cov.cck (The Celt) writes:
>I'm looking for a book I read a while ago and lost. I think It was called
>'space ship doctor'.  The plot ran along the lines of a meteor hits the
>ship and kills off all the officers in the bridge, and depressurizes a bit
>of this passenger ship.  The meteor also contains a virus, and he (being
>the doctor and official captain because he is the only officer) has to
>find the cure, where half the ship is infected. There is also the problem
>of getting air, but they get it from electrolizing (I think) water in a
>bath(ish).

Yery close. The book is "Spaceship Medic" by Harry Harrison. The copyright
date is 1970. The copy I have is a Puffin paperback published in England in
1976.

Dave Lampe
(415) 455-1571 (H)
(415) 462-7000 (W)
{ames | lll-tis | sun | pyramid}!pacbell!dplace!djl

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 00:39:23 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: It Ain't Funny, McGee!

I need a little input here; am I growing old and sour, or is the quality of
humorous fantasy in a slump right now?

I just finished Craig Shaw Gardner's _Revenge of the Fluffy Bunnies_, the
conclusion of his Cineverse Trilogy, and Lionel Fenn's _Kent Montana and
the Really Ugly Thing from Mars_.

I'm not laughing.

These two author's have always been good for one or two "fall down out of
the chair, roll around on the floor, laughing uncontrolably until tears
come to your eyes" belly bursters per book.

Not here.

Both of them gave me the impression I was disecting failed humor; I could
see _where_ the author was trying to be funny, I just couldn't see the
author _being_ funny.

Times are tough for me; I _really_ need that cathartic laugh out of the
stuff I read. Is it me, or the times, that lack a sense of humor these
days?

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 18:15:44 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Howard S Modell)
Subject: Re: It Ain't Funny, McGee!

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
> I need a little input here; am I growing old and sour, or is the quality
> of humorous fantasy in a slump right now?
> 
> I just finished Craig Shaw Gardner's _Revenge of the Fluffy Bunnies_, the
> conclusion of his Cineverse Trilogy, ...

No, I don't think you're alone in the observation.  I enjoyed CSG's first
two trilogies but was bored with the Cineverse.  Similarly, while I enjoyed
the early "Retief" books/stories, the later ones left me yawning.  Ditto
for "Xanth".

On the other hand, Terry Pratchett has not disappointed me as yet.  I
devour each Diskworld novel as they show up and "GOOD OMENS" left me
rolling in the aisle.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 00:18:55 GMT
From: moews@math.berkeley.edu (David Moews)
Subject: Story Request

A child is coming of age in a future society.  He is nervous because he has
to be fitted with an artificial device which fits over his genitals.  These
devices are biological in nature; one uses them to stimulate oneself.  At
one point the protagonist says ``I want to be a runner, what do I do with
[this device] then?'' and someone else says ``For a race you can just take
[this device] off and put it in a blanket, like [someone famous].''

If anyone can recognize the story or author above, send me e-mail.

David Moews
moews@math.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 07:27:45 GMT
From: ross@kiwi.tutics.tut.ac.jp
Subject: Unknown book (In English)

I remember having a book recommended to me once, but I can't remember the
title. If was a humorous book, and the heroes went all around space in a
converted 747. The name: "Bill: The Intergalactic Hero" springs to mind.

(1) Is this the correct title?
(2) Who is the author?

Replies to my account please.

Ross Clement

ross@kiwi.tutics.tut.ac.jp

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 06:17:23 GMT
From: larryy@apple.com (Larry Yaeger)
Subject: other comics [was Re: Neil Gaiman(comic books)]

Just thought I'd add a few comments to the well-deserved praise of Gaiman's
_Sandman_ and _Miracle Man_ comics.

If anyone wants to try a few other comics that don't fall into the *mostly*
mindless superhero genre (though I admittedly read a few that border on
this category), you might want to check out the following:

* _Doom Patrol_ by Grant Morrison.  Very surrealistic; difficult to even
describe!  The group has been attacked by sentient paintings, recently
saved the multiverse, and has now taken up residence on Danny the
(sentient) street.  Morrison is actually my favorite comic writer, with
Gaiman a close second.

* Morrison's _Animal Man_ series, issues 1-24 I believe, was absolutely
fabulous.  Unfortunately, back issues either aren't available or cost a
small fortune, but it will undoubtedly be collected - look for that one!

* _Fringe_ by ???.  Only up to issue 6.  Also very surrealistic, but makes
an attempt to ground itself to a certain extent via a mental powers hook.
That is, in a future where "The Cathedral" is an all-providing,
all-consuming source of mock-spiritual, yet completely sensual services - a
giant mall for the fulfillment of every conceivable desire; the Fringe
is/was a provider of mental adventures (I forget the name for these
purveyors of dreams).  But whereas he and others of his trade used to
require machines, Fringe has learned how to do the trick without them.  He
causes enough trouble for the Church/State that a rather unusual Hooker/Nun
is sent to dispatch him.  Reality changes a lot.  Recurring images of
living SuperBalls, sort of Fringe's ego bouncing loose.  Strange (and
great) stuff.

* _The Trouble With Girls_ by ??? and ???.  The protagonist is Lester
Girls, and he leads the life of an over-the-top James Bond-ish character -
fabulous wealth, beautiful women, non-stop international intrigue,
staggering intelligence... only trouble is, all he wants from life is a
small home in suburbia, a preferably mousey wife, a station wagon, and a
chance to read _The Red Pony_.  Delightfully silly stuff.

* _Fool Killer_ by Steve Gerber.  Psychological thriller.  This is pretty
serious stuff from the guy who gave us the original, hilarious _Howard The
Duck_ (*not* that ridiculous movie).

* _World Without End_ by Jamie Delano and ???.  Post-post-post-holocaust,
sort of.  Earth is now almost exclusively a large, living mound of flesh,
from which various mutated casts of men rule a uniquely strange society.  A
free female organism may be causing trouble but, Brother Bones intends to
fix that.  Hmmm, I don't seem to be able to do this one any justice at
all. The actual story transcends this capsule summary entirely.

* Peter Milligan's _Shade, The Changing Man_ and current run of _Animal
Man_.  Not quite on a par with some of the other suggested stuff, but
definitely, deliberately high in *weird* content.

* surprisingly decent job on a couple of Larry Niven's "Gil the ARM"
stories.

* Terry Pratchett's _Colour of Magic_ is currently being adapted to comics.
I love Pratchett.  The comics are only okay, IMHO, principally because, for
me, Pratchett's stories are primarily a vehicle for his wit, puns, and
clever turns of phrase.  I laugh out loud reading Pratchett's books, but
the comic has had to give up far too much of the best part of Pratchett to
get on with the visually presented story; Pratchett is best at verbal
humor.  Still, I can't pass it up given my fondness for Mr. P's work!

Well, all this is only my own opinion, of course, but those are the comic
titles that I'm fondest of currently (at least those that I can think of at
the moment).  There are quite a few others that I find worth reading, but
wouldn't necessarily recommend without knowing the recipient's tastes.

P.S. Neil Gaiman's earlier book, _Don't Panic_, was, as the name certainly
suggests, a pretty thorough documentation of the genesis and
differentiation of the various forms of Douglas Adams's _Hitchhiker's Guide
to the Galaxy_.  It's a great reference source if you're as fond of HGG as
I am!

larryy@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 18:02:04 GMT
From: sksircar@shade.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: other comics [was Re: Neil Gaiman(comic books)]

larryy@Apple.COM (Larry Yaeger) writes:
>* _The Trouble With Girls_ by ??? and ???.  The protagonist is Lester
>Girls, and he leads the life of an over-the-top James Bond-ish
>character - fabulous wealth, beautiful women, non-stop international
>intrigue, staggering intelligence... only trouble is, all he wants from
>life is a small home in suburbia, a preferably mousey wife, a station
>wagon, and a chance to read _The Red Pony_.  Delightfully silly stuff.

It is by Will Jacobs and Gerald Jones.  The first few issues are very
amusing, but the gags get old pretty fast, as you can't really develop this
character.  All the humor comes from what he is now, and changing that
lessens the easy joke potential, IMHO.

>* _World Without End_ by Jamie Delano and ???.  Post-post-post-holocaust,
>sort of.  Earth is now almost exclusively a large, living mound of flesh,
>from which various mutated casts of men rule a uniquely strange society.
>A free female organism may be causing trouble but, Brother Bones intends
>to fix that.  Hmmm, I don't seem to be able to do this one any justice at
>all. The actual story transcends this capsule summary entirely.

I'm going to disagree with you, violently.  This story, in my
not-so-humble-opinion, reeks.  The artwork is gorgeous, but the storyline
is stereotypical sexual dimorphism, with the "Thou shalt have no fun and
flagellate thyselves" people as the male establishment, and the "wild and
crazy women of Sex Shop Nine" as the outlawed persecuted rebels.  Gee, how
original.  Pass me another brewski, Joe-Bob, and let's look at the
pictures.

>* surprisingly decent job on a couple of Larry Niven's "Gil the ARM"
>stories.

These are very nice if you already know the story but, you kind of have to
fill in the between-frames stuff yourself.  Still, pretty good.

>* Terry Pratchett's _Colour of Magic_ is currently being adapted to
>comics.

I rather like this adaptation, mostly because of some gorgeous artwork.
Some of the jokes are heightened, and some are softened, but overall pretty
good.

One that you didn't mention, and I will, is Cerebus.  It's a 300-issue
limited series best classified as
amazinglywonderfulstuffthatyoushouldbuynow.  :<)

The first 140-odd issues are out, and the first 130-odd issues have been
collected into graphic novel form, about 25 issues at the time (they are
sometimes referred to as "phonebooks").  If you get the High Society trade
paperback collection, and don't like it, I'll be amazed.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 00:09:58 GMT
From: dsew@troi.cc.rochester.edu (David Sewell)
Subject: Interactive fiction in sci fi

I'd appreciate titles of any science fiction novels you know about that
imagine or invent particularly interesting forms of interactive fiction,
especially where that fiction is involved in the plot in an important way,
or where it is used to explore the philosophy of character and creativity.

David Sewell
English Dept.
University of Rochester
New York USA 
dsew@cc.rochester.edu
dsew%cc.rochester.edu@uorvm.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 02:40:08 GMT
From: mkant@glinda.oz.cs.cmu.edu (Mark Kantrowitz)
Subject: Re: Interactive fiction in sci fi

Brian N Ball's "Planet Probability" and "The Probability Man" involve
interactive fiction as a theme.  There are also dozens of science fiction
books based on the idea that the universe is just one big computer program,
which is a related idea. John Dalmas' "The Reality Matrix" comes to mind as
a particularly good example.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 04:08:18 GMT
From: v116r8ac@ubvmsd.cc.buffalo.edu (Croaker)
Subject: Re: Interactive fiction in sci fi

mkant@glinda.oz.cs.cmu.edu (Mark Kantrowitz) writes:
>Brian N Ball's "Planet Probability" and "The Probability Man" involve
>interactive fiction as a theme.  There are also dozens of science fiction
>books based on the idea that the universe is just one big computer
>program, which is a related idea. John Dalmas' "The Reality Matrix" comes
>to mind as a particularly good example.

I would also include Chalker's _Well World_ series in this category (of the
universe being a computer program or such-like...)

Also, the Star Trek novel _Strangers From the Sky_ is a good example of
fiction playing a major role in a story.  I might also include _The Final
Reflectoin_ on this list.  (Authors M. W. Bonnano and John Ford,
respectively.)

v116r8ac@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
nasipak@acsu.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 03:33:47 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Re: Interactive fiction in sci fi

dsew@troi.cc.rochester.edu (David Sewell) says:
>I'd appreciate titles of any science fiction novels you know about that
>imagine or invent particularly interesting forms of interactive fiction,
>especially where that fiction is involved in the plot in an important way,
>or where it is used to explore the philosophy of character and creativity.

This is really too obvious to mention, but what the hell, I'm bored.  Your
request exactly describes _Dream Park_ by (I think) Niven and Barnes. The
whole novel takes place in a role playing game theme park.  Pretty good
stuff. I don't remember the name of the sequel but IMHO it was kind of
dull.

Brady Daniels
Univ Ill at Chicago
u35087@uicvm.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 04:52:22 GMT
From: stephen@estragon.uchicago.edu (Stephen P Spackman)
Subject: Re: Interactive fiction in sci fi

Jack Chalker seems to be interested in going beyond interactive fiction to
interactive fact. But the best story involving interactive fiction (which
is not to say the best interactive fiction in a story :-) has to be
_Ender's Game_.

Stephen P Spackman
Center for Information and Language Studies
University of Chicago

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 18:13:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: 19th c. science fiction

>Does anyone know anything about 19th century science fiction?

   Since he brought it up, I might ask if anyone has ever heard of J. D.
Whelpley.  he's supposed to be a prolific sf writer of the 19th century,
but the only mention I've had of him is in _Future Perfect_, _the_ book
about 19th century sf and the one that hooked me on it.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 4 Apr 91 17:53:36 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: PLEASE READ!  CONFRANCISCO -- PARC 55 HOTEL -- BE HEARD

As some of you already know, there is a political dispute going on w.r.t.
the 1993 World Science Fiction Convention, "ConFrancisco."

The essence of the matter is this: The Convention Committee was unable to
close a contract with the hotel they had originally planned on for the
WorldCon, because that hotel had booked another convention while the
bidding process was going on.

The ConCom therefore found two other hotels to serve the need.  The first
is the Le Meridian, quite close to the Moscone Convention Center (where
most of the "official" Con activities will be held).

The other is the Parc 55, several blocks further.  This hotel is the cause
of the controversy.

The "new" (actually rather more than a year old) management of the Parc 55
is accused of a variety of exceptionally slimey labor practices, ranging
from union-busting to a wide-spread program of firing female, minority, and
gay employees.

This is not, and I repeat *NOT*, an ordinary labor dispute.  Many people
who agree that some unions in the US are far too powerful have agreed that
the Parc is a special case.  Even the Reagan/Bush-stacked NLRB has
recommended over 100 individual cases related to the Parc 55 be taken to
court.

The ConFrancisco Committee was apparently unaware at the time they selected
the Parc 55 that there *was* a problem.  While this may indicate a lack of
awareness of the political climate they were working in, it is not a crime
and heaping abuse on the ConCom would not be useful.

What *would* be useful, however, would be to let them know that a
significant number of people object to the situation.  From what I know of
the people involved, they won't ignore it.

I ask a small amount of your time.  Hit the "R" key and edit this article
to select only whichever of the following statements applies to you; then
append your name.  I will collect them together and forward them to the
ConCom at the end of April.

To those who are not interested, or who think this is wrongheaded: fine,
you are entitled to your opinion; all you have to do is nothing, as inertia
will almost certainly weigh in your favor in this case.  A contract has
already been signed.

The statements follow:

1. I shall not attend ConFrancisco '93 if it is in any way officially
connected with the Parc 55 hotel.

2. I intend to attend ConFrancisco '93, but I will not accept a room in or
spend any money at the Parc 55 hotel.

3. I intend to attend ConFrancisco '93, but I will not attend any functions
held in the Parc 55 hotel.

4. I probably was not going to attend ConFrancisco '93 anyway, but as a
fan, I wish to protest the connection of our primary annual event with the
Parc 55 hotel.

Thank you for your time.

Dan'l Danehy-Oakes

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 91 12:05:20 GMT
From: nelle@einstein.eds.com (Steve Nelle)
Subject: Star Trek Festival

I'm posting this for a friend, and I do have some of the details, but for
more information please contact the people listed at the bottom of the
flyer.

{Begin included text.}

The Countdown Begins . . .

Michigan 
     Star Trek Festival

			   September 25-27, 1992
	 At the Holiday Inn & Conference Center, Lansing, Michigan

				   With

		    Scheduled Guest Star: John Delancie
		      ('Q' from The Next Generation)
				     
		  Invited Guest Star:   Nichelle Nichols
		     (Uhura from the original series)


	   *Autographs*Q&A Sessions with the stars*
     *Art Show and Auction with Guest Star Auctioneer*Panels*Dealers*
     *Saturday Evening Banquet with the stars*Videos*Filk Singing*
	*Friday Night Dance/Masquerade*"Dive In" Theater*
	   *Saturday Evening Show*And much, much more!*


	For additional information, please send SASE to:

       Michigan Star Trek Festival, 920 Trowbridge Rd. #2, Suite 60,
			  East Lansing, Mi 48823


Hotel: Contact the Lansing Holiday Inn and Conference Center, 7501 W.
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing, MI 48917, (517)627-3211, FAX#(517)627-3211 Ext.241.
We will be sending room reservation post cards with the first progress
report or upon request.  Tell the Hotel you are with the Michigan Star Trek
Festival to be assured this discount rate!  The Lansing Holiday Inn is
Handicapped accessible!  Please let us know if you have special needs.

Dealers Room: Send SASE for Dealer information.

Pre-registrations must be postmarked by midnight of the cutoff date to
receive the appropriate rate.  Mail registrations to: Michigan Star Trek
Festival, 920 Trowbridge Rd. #2, Suite 50, East Lansing, Mi 48823.

In accordance with Michigan State Law, this will be a smoke-free event!
Michigan State Law forbids smoking in public areas.

	Autographs and show seating will be given upon availability!

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 12:48:17 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann)
Subject: Albacon

Could anyone tell me about forthcoming Albacon - when where and who to
contact?

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 16:26:02 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: TWIN-CON '91, MINNEAPOLIS MAY 25-27

Twin-Con '91, Historical, fanatasy, SF and miniatures gaming convention
will be held Saturday through Monday, May 25-27, 1991, at the Thunderbird
Hotel in Bloomington, MN.

Guests of Honor include Margaret Weiss of TSR (and several unofficial TSR
guests including the Cooks), Julie Guthrie, Greg Scott, Craig Taylor, Craig
Ralston, M.A.R. Barker of Empire of the Petal Throne, and Scott Borden of
Empire 1-5 fame.

For information or to register, write:

TWIN-CON '91
PO Box 8010
Mpls, MN 55408
 
or call (612) 331-3655

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 16:50:24 GMT
From: mcmahon@tgv.com (John 'Fast-Eddie' McMahon)
Subject: ConFrancisco E-Mail Bulletin #2

Confrancisco USEnet Bulletin #2                        April 16th, 1991

          Electronic Mail Addresses for Confrancisco (Clarification)

To contact Confrancisco by E-mail, send mail to one of the addresses below.

We have noticed that many people are sending their mail to more than one
Electronic Mail address.  Since the four addresses listed are linked
together by a combination of archiving and mail forwarding there is no need
to send mail to more than one address.  Please use whatever single address
is easiest for you.

Internet:			Confrancisco@TGV.COM

NSI-DECnet (NASA SPAN) &
ESnet-DECnet (DoE HEPNET):	KAOS::CONFRANCISCO (24761::CONFRANCISCO)

CompuServe:			72377,3623

UUCP-Based Networks:		{internet gateway}!TGV.COM!CONFRANCISCO

Remember: Previously advertised E-mail addresses on CompuServe and on
WELL.SF.CA.US are no longer valid.  If you have tried to contact
Confrancisco using these addresses and have not received a reply, please
resend your mail message to one of the new addresses above.

Please direct all questions and comments to Confrancisco@TGV.COM.

Posted:   John "FuzzFace" McMahon  
           E-Mail: MCMAHON@TGV.COM
Approved: Kevin Standlee (Confrancisco Executive Committee)
           E-Mail: 72377.3623@COMPUSERVE.COM

John McMahon
TGV, Incorporated           
603 Mission Street
Santa Cruz, California 95060
408-427-4366 or 800-TGV-3440
MCMAHON@TGV.COM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 00:49:57 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Last Call for Submissions for the Noreascon III Memory Book

I'm in the middle of editing funny stories, photographs, and art for the
Noreascon 3 Memory Book.  A few months ago, I said everything would be due
in mid-March.  Being your typical fannish procrastinator, I'm running late,
and can collect photographs for about another three weeks, and line art and
articles until about June 1.

We plan to publish the book in time for Chicon.  The book will include 16
pages of color photographs and a fine Merle Insinga cover.  It will go to
all the members we can locate free of charge.

You can E-mail material to me, or you can send it to:

   Memory Book
   MCFI
   Box 46
   MIT Branch PO
   Cambridge, MA  02139

Please forward this request to other networks.   Thanks.

Laurie Mann
lmann%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org
Laurie_Mann@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 02:58:24 GMT
From: panix!jeff@cmcl2.nyu.edu (Jeffrey Poretsky)
Subject: Lunacon Email Site

Hi all.

If anyone has comments on, suggestions about, or other points that they
wish to make about Lunacon '91 please email them to me.  All comments will
be forwarded to Ruth Sachter, who is in charge of programming for Lunacon
'92, and to the chairman of the con.

Thanks in advance.

Jeff Poretsky  
Committee member, Lunacon '92
jeff@panix.uucp
uunet!panix!jeff

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 03:34:44 GMT
From: NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (Shandon Silverlock)
Subject: request for fanzine advice

I am interested in names of recommended fanzines and directions on how to
subscribe.  I am beginning to think about publishing some work, and I
realize the small fanzines are probably my best shot at first (I will send
some to IASFM but I have to be practical too).  So I want to familiarize
myself with some of them, and am interested in knowing others opinions on
which ones are the "best."  They can be either Electronic or Print.  Thanks
for any help.  (of course feel free to e-mail any responses, though I will
see it if it is posted)

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 19:44:41 GMT
From: eric@sequent.com
Subject: Fanzines and Reviews on SF and Fantasy

Lately when I go to the book store I am overwhelmed by how many books there
are in the Science Fiction (with Fantasy of course) section.  While there
really isn't all that much *hard SF* still, and much of that genre is
pretty good, there is lots of ~soft SF~ (putty pretending to be rock) and
fantasy (putty packaged AS putty).  Don't get me wrong, I like putty, as
long as it is GOOD putty.

It seems to me that most of the soft SF and fantasy is REALLY bad, with a
few exceptions like Zelazny and Eddings.  Most of the time I pick up a
book, shell out $5, read 100 pages, get bored, put it on the shelf, and
look for something else.  This has been happening to me on about 2 of each
3 books for a couple of years now.  While I know that I am overly picky,
I'm still getting very tired of it.

So, can anyone direct me to a weekly/monthly review of books which covers
SF AND FANTASY well.  I'd be open to either getting one just on SF/Fantasy,
or buying one that covered everything including SF/Fantasy.

Pointers greatly appreciated. 

Thanks.

Eric Okholm
@ Sequent

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 22:51:06 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Fanzines and Reviews on SF and Fantasy

eric@sequent.com writes:
>...with a few exceptions like Zelazny and Eddings.  Most of the time I
>pick up a book, shell out $5, read 100 pages, get bored, put it on the
>shelf, and look for something else.  This has been

   Do what I do - READ the hundred pages FIRST. Waldenbooks and B. Dalton
have always let me stand/sit in their aisles (as long as I courteously move
when traffic comes through) and read. I figure that if a book holds my
interest in those crowded conditions, it's worth buying. I have never made
a wrong choice this way, Waldenbooks has gotten lots of money, and several
tightass bookstores that didn't let me do that have lost (estimated)
several hundred per year. My first measure of a bookstore: how long they'll
let you stay and read.  Waldenbooks has never asked me to leave; thus
they've gotten the lion's share of my business.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 03:59:36 GMT
From: mms@turing.toronto.edu (Michelle Sagara)
Subject: Re: Fanzines and Reviews on SF and Fantasy

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>Do what I do - READ the hundred pages FIRST. Waldenbooks and B. Dalton
>have always let me stand/sit in their aisles (as long as I courteously
>move when traffic comes through) and read. I figure that if a book holds
>my interest in those crowded conditions, it's worth buying. I have never
>made a wrong choice this way, Waldenbooks has gotten lots of money, and
>several tightass bookstores that didn't let me do that have lost
>(estimated) several hundred per year. My first measure of a bookstore: how
>long they'll let you stay and read.  Waldenbooks has never asked me to
>leave; thus they've gotten the lion's share of my business.

I agree that I've also used this as a measure of what makes a good
bookstore; certainly in the one I work in, I attempt to apply the same
standard or courtesy.  There is a "however".  However, there are certain
people who shall remain nameless who don't get out of the way of heavy
aisle traffic, which is bad.  They also don't bother to make sure they read
the book carefully, and end up cracking the spine in several places, and
then putting it back on the shelf so that no one else is likely to ever buy
it.  While a bookstore is free to strip the cover (if it's paperback), we
don't actually like to do it, and would just as soon have our backlist in
one piece.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 04:39:03 GMT
From: dick@smith.chi.il.us (Dick Smith)
Subject: Science Fiction Chronicle 

This follows, I think, a thread of discussion where several people asked
for a source of reviews which they might use to guide their book buying.
This is what I use, in part:

eric@sequent.com writes:
>Can someone give me the address or phone number and the $$$ for getting a
>subscription to LOCUS?

No, but here's the info for S F Chronicle, which I personally think is the
better of the two "semi-pro-zines" which cover the SF field.

   Science Fiction Chronicle
   Box 2730                 
   Brooklyn, NY 10202-0056  
   USA

Unlike LOCUS, SFC has a single book review, which gives it a consistent
position; Don D'Ammassa's reviews are reliable, and he's been doing it for
years, and can be trusted..  LOCUS uses a number of reviewers, with a wide
variation in experience, quality and opinion; you can't judge a book based
on whether LOCUS likes it, because someone there likes everything.  It's
true that LOCUS runs more reviews.

SFC also gives better coverage to fandom (if that interests you), and has a
regular fanzine review.  LOCUS lately seems to limit coverage of fandom to
pictures of WorldCon, and other doings of SF pros.  Both, of course, cover
the various awards.

Both magazines have massive listings of upcoming books, writers' markets,
and book sale notes covering the SF writing business.  Both have SF-related
publishing ads and classifieds.  Both have columns by SF pros, as well as
columns about Hollywood and various foreign SF.  It's my general impression
that Locus covers the movie biz a little better, but SFC is better for
non-USA coverage.  Both really have anything important, as far as the SF
publishing business in English-speaking countries is concerned.

SFC is published from New York, closer to the publishers.  Locus is
published from California, closer to the movies.

SFC is sometimes a little late, and editor Andy Porter spends his editorial
(in fanzine tradition) giving his excuses.  Locus's Charlie Brown has
enough help that Locus hasn't done that for a while.  Last time I looked at
it, Locus wasn't as nicely printed as SFC, but that has varied depending on
who bought the newest computer last.

LOCUS consistently wins the "semi-pro-zine" Hugo Award.  SFC consistently
places second.  LOCUS has more subscribers, and, as you probably know, the
Hugos are a popular vote.  The "semi-pro-zine" category was created
specifically to remove this kind of magazine from the fanzine category, so
that strictly AMATEUR magazines (which are what fanzines are supposed to
be) could have a chance.

Standard disclaimer: I have no formal connection with either magazine.  I
am a subscriber to SFC; I let my Locus subscription lapse a few years ago.
I have met both magazines' editors; I know Andy Porter better.
 
Dick Smith
dick@smith.uucp
dick@smith.chi.il.us
dick%smith@ast.dsd.northrop.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 22:08:33 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com (Aron Insinga  29-Apr-1991 1800)
Subject: Hugo

Jerry Boyajian writes:
>It was his founding of AMAZING STORIES, and the creation of science
>fiction as a distinct literary genre that earned him the designation of
>"the father of science fiction" and this is why the award is named after
>him.

I heard that he not only founded sf as a genre, but he created fandom
itself via the letter column in Amazing.  (You just _have_ to buy the next
issue, not only to get the next part of the serial, but to see if your
letter got published, or to see what letters got published which responded
to your letter!)

Aron Insinga
Digital Equipment Corporation
110 Spit Brook Rd. (ZKO2-3/N30)
Nashua, NH 03062-2698
(603) 881-1928
ARPA:	insinga@tle.enet.dec.com
UUCP:	decwrl!tle.enet.dec.com!insinga

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 2 May 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 163

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Bitnet/Listserv List Reorganization,
		Books - Bear (2 msgs) & Benford & Berger &
                        Bujold (2 msgs) & Christopher (3 msgs) &
                        Hinz & Jordan (3 msgs) & Moore & Morrison 


---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 2 May 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Bitnet/Listserv Distrbitution List Reorganization

If you have subscribed to the digest via Bitnet/Listserv, please read this
message.  If not, you may skip to the next message.

Due to an ever increasing number of problems with the LISTSERV way of
handling mail, I have been forced to drop from the distribution list any,
and all, peer groups.  A peer group was defined as a local mail exploder
that would receive a single copy of the mail and forward copies to all
recipients registered in that peer group.  However, the peer group lists
were not always entirely under my control and I've had a lot of problems
with failed mail and with not being able to remove people when they've
requested to drop their subscriptions.

Tomorrow, May 3, I intend to merge the peer groups into one distribution
list maintained on a Bitnet machine here at Rutgers.  What this means is
that I will be able to maintain control and will have a local site
administrator available to help deal with problems that I cannot handle as
owner of the list.  I hope that doing this will mean better service in the
long run for all LISTSERV subscribers.  Note that ALL requests for
additions and deletions to the list from Bitnet subscribers that have been
sent in the last 4 days are on hold until the merge is completed.

  Unfortunately, merging the lists and moving people from the old peer
groups to a single list is rather difficult under the current set of
circumstances and I'm afraid that I may accidentally lose people from the
list.  So essentially, if you are currently reading the Digest via LISTSERV
and you stop receiving the digests and have not asked to be deleted from
the subscription list, PLEASE contact me immediately so that I can rectify
the situation.

Thank you for your patience.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 15:30:14 GMT
From: nf0n+@andrew.cmu.edu (Nicolas J. Feidt)
Subject: Eon and Eternity

I just finish Eon by Greg Bear and I enjoyed it moderately, I wonder if the
sequel Eternity is worth reading. Any opinions ????  Thanks.

Nicolas Feidt
GSIA
Carnegie Mellon University

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 22:28:22 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Eon and Eternity

"Nicolas J. Feidt"@andre writes:
> I just finish Eon by Greg Bear and I enjoyed it moderately, I wonder if
> the sequel Eternity is worth reading. Any opinions ????

It's pretty good; it further develops the various odd cultures and
technologies of the first book. Don't expect it to keep up the
exponentially-mind-stretching pace of _Eon_, though.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 16:30:45 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Benford's "Ocean" books

Interestingly enough, I've read only the first two, and the consensus seems
to be that they're the worst of the four. Guess I'll have to get on to 3
and 4 soon.

As for the first two, I liked and disliked them. Nigel Walmsley, while not
always a likeable character, was nonetheless very human, very real -
perhaps BECAUSE of his not always being likeable. For me this was a
refreshing change from the typical Heinlein character derivative which
populates so much SF.  But it DIDN'T make the book a page-turner.

The biggest flaw for me was Benford's failed attempt to depict an
indescribable event (Walmsley experiences strangeness aboard an alien
ship and therefore has his intelligence increased).  Perhaps this would
have been more believable had it occurred entirely off-stage; as it was,
Benford tried to (at least partially) describe the events Walmsley
experienced, and I just didn't buy it. When I experience really weird
things, I rarely get smarter, usually just confused.

I agree that the second book is better - the pacing is improved, and the
bits that occur back on Earth actually DID have me flipping pages pretty
quickly. But during the other parts, I found myself missing a character I
could sympathize with.

Perhaps the greatest test is: how much of these books has stayed with me?
It's only been about two years since I read them, and sadly, much of the
storyline is already fading from my memory. Luckily, books 3 and 4 take up
quite a bit later.

These books (1 and 2) seem to be sort of a combination of the typical
hard-SF puzzle story with almost mainstream-style interpersonal conflicts.
The hard-SF puzzle bits, which are well-done, are separated by so much of
the other stuff (which isn't all that well-done) that they get a bit hard
to follow. I found myself hurrying up through the dry bits waiting for a
good part to come along, and finding, in the end, that the ratio of these
two was less than satisfactory.

Jeff Rogers

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 14:36:51 GMT
From: marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Barbarisi)
Subject: Thomas Berger's _Arthur Rex_
 
Has anyone out there read Thomas Berger's _Arthur Rex_?  How does it fit in
to the world of Arthurian myths?  I understand it is a re-telling of the
tale. In what way does Berger do this?  I just read _Little Big Man_ and
found it to be a great story, well told.  Does _Arthur Rex_ compare well to
_Little Big Man_?  What I'm trying to say is: Should I plunk down $10 for
this book?  Questions, questions, questions.
 
By the way, the recent talk comparing Star Wars and the Arthurian legends
reminded me of Marion Zimmer Bradley's _The Mists of Avalon_.  In this
version of the legend we see the story from Morgaine's point of view, which
seems to more closely parallel the events depicted in Star Wars than does
the classical version of the tale.  Looking at it this way, it is easy to
map Arthur Pendragon to Darth Vader.  Of course, there's a problem here in
that I can't find Morgaine in any Star Wars characters.  She might be
off-screen (dead?) by the time we see Luke and Leia.

Anyway, it makes me wonder whether MZB was inspired by Star Wars!  
 
Marco C. Barbarisi
marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 01:04:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Bujold

   I must disagree about not reading "Falling Free" first.  I did (a friend
threw it at me during finals week the year it won the Nebula, for which I
nearly killed him because I got nothing done...), and since chronologically
it happens first, it's a good jumping-off point.  It certainly helps when
one reads the story "Labyrinth" (in "Borders of Infinity").  I was hooked
that first instant, and went out straightaway to acquire the (then) other
four books in the series.  I have waited for the two since quite avidly,
and am quite looking forward to "Barrayar" which is to come out in October,
but will also be run in (I think; my memory is a bit hazy at the moment)
"Analog" starting in July.  Well, one of those mags.
   Anyway, they're all wonderful, especially (in my opinion) "Shards of
Honor" which was wonderful in all the right places and not at all trite.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 13:42:02 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Bujold!

Bill Johnston writes:
> Could someone recommend another book by Bujold that does NOT involve her
> main character?  I don't like to read series.

But her series with Miles Vorkosigan has each book as a standalone.  There
are bits and pieces that are from the other books, but not much is hidden
away - each story can stand on it's own.  It's not like a Jack L. Chalker
series.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 18:58:02 GMT
From: DSF105@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: The Tripods

   In addition to _The Tripods_ and _The Lotus Caves_, it seems that
Christopher has another series called _The Sword of the Spirits_.  These
three books, where I've seen them, are in standard-sized paperback editions
with some attractive artwork on their covers.  They seem to be serious
fantasy, MARKETED for the same age group at which his other novels were
aimed (pardon grammatical gridlock).  However, in my opinion, Christopher's
"young adult" fiction is unfairly pigeonholed; written off by readers of
"grownup" sf/fantasy.

   While on the subject, I've found the same thing to be true of Lloyd
Alexander.  Don't judge his _Prydian_ series by the mediocre (at best)
Disney adaptation, _The Black Cauldron_.  Alexander is another "kids"
author who deserves a look by older readers.

Derek S. Felton
DSF105@PSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 00:14:09 GMT
From: makinney@wkuvx1.bitnet (MARK KINNEY)
Subject: Re: Tripods

My first exposure to this was as a comic strip in "Boys Life" magazine. I
read the books in 8th grade (along with "The Phantom Tollbooth" BTW) and
*loved* them. I'll have to try and find that new Tripods book.
   I especially agree with the point made in the third book (I forget the
title immediately) where the conference held after the Masters are driven
off leads to the shattering of a united planet, as each country has little
things it wants, etc.

Mark Kinney
Computer Science Department
Western Kentucky University
Bitnet: MAKINNEY@WKUVX1.BITNET
Internet: kinney@wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 15:31:07 GMT
From: ee8net@gdt.bath.ac.uk (Nicki Trasler)
Subject: John Christopher (was Re: The Tripods)

DSF105@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>   In addition to _The Tripods_ and _The Lotus Caves_, it seems that
>Christopher has another series called _The Sword of the Spirits_.  These
>three books, where I've seen them, are in standard-sized paperback
>editions with some at- tractive artwork on their covers.

You are referring to the "Prince In Waiting" trilogy by John Christopher,
consisting of the following books:
   _The Prince In Waiting_
   _Beyond the Burning Lands_
   _The Sword of the Spirits_

I have also read another short story by John Christopher set in the same
background, entitled _Polymuf_.  The main character from the trilogy, Luke,
appears in this story very briefly, and vice versa, although I can't
remember the name of the main character from the short story.  This story
appeared in the collection, "Fantasy Tales", edited by Barbara Ireson.
(This information may be incorrect - it's been quite a while since I've
read these stories.)

>They seem to be serious fantasy, MARKETED for the same age group at which
>his other novels were aimed (pardon grammatical gridlock).  However, in my
>opinion, Christopher's "young adult" fiction is unfairly pigeonholed;
>written off by readers of "grownup" sf/fantasy.

I would tend to disagree with you a little here.  This is not to say that I
believe they should be written off - I think that pigeonholing any kind of
book can be a mistake - but that these are written for the juvenile market.
Though if someone rejects something because it is categorized as "juvenile"
then More Fool Them if they are missing out on a good story!  It is up to
the reader to decide what he or she wants to read and some people dislike
the slightly simplified style of most juvenile stories (including, IMHO,
these ones).

Having said that, I did enjoy both the "Prince in Waiting" and the
"Tripods" trilogies when younger, and would probably enjoy them just as
much if I read them tomorrow.

Nicki Trasler
ee8net@gdt.bath.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 17:58:49 GMT
From: MPalandri.SD@xerox.com
Subject: Ash Ock in paperback?

A few years back, I got a copy of Christopher Hinz's "Liege Killer" as one
of the 6-for-a-dollar books for joining the SFBC. I thought it was great.
Since then, I've seen "Ash Ock" and currently "Paratwa" come out in hard
back.

Since "Paratwa" is out, why haven't the publishers (St Martin's Press, I
believe) put out "Ash Ock" in paper back? Are there any plans to do so, and
if so, when?

Has Hinz written anything else?

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 11:01:09 GMT
From: kretschmar@ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de
Subject: Robert Jordan, Eye of the World, next book?

I hope, this hasn't been discussed in all detail, while I wasn't reading...

Last Christmas, me and my girlfriend got two books from her uncle living in
the USA. They were by Robert Jordan, titled "The Eye of the World" and "The
Great Hunt" and thickly covered with numerous praises about their quality
by lots of people.

Now, reading such a lot of praises tends too keep me off, but some weeks
ago, I finally got around to read both of them (some 100 pages each, as
seems to be usual nowadays). I wouldn't put them among my most favourite
books, but felt entertained and kept turning the pages. As I could have
anticipated, but somehow did not, the second book DIDN'T end the saga -
luckily it doesn't stop with a cliffhanger ending!

As you will have guessed by now, I want to know if the next book in the
series has been published already, and if not, when it is supposed to be
published (I know there always might be the EDDINGS-Syndrome). Any
information would be welcome.

If you like to do so, you may always add your opinion of the books (the
first two at least).

Peter Kretschmar
kretschmar@aitxu2.ait.physik.uni-tuebingen.de

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 12:12:04 GMT
From: pss610@unhd.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Robert Jordan, Eye of the World, next book?

kretschmar@AIT.PHYSIK.UNI-TUEBINGEN.DE writes:
>As you will have guessed by now, I want to know if the next book in the
>series has been published already, and if not, when it is supposed to be
>published (I know there always might be the EDDINGS-Syndrome). Any
>information would be welcome.
>
>If you like to do so, you may always add your opinion of the books (the
>first two at least).

I thought the first two books were excellent - some of the best "High"
Fantasy I've read in a while.  So far I like this series even better than
my other recent favorite, the "Winter of the World" by Rohan.  I hope he
doesn't go overboard in the finale, though, which I thought Rohan did just
a little.  Shouldn't take more than one more book to wind it up, though it
might be a long book (of course, the publisher and accountants might think
differently).

Paul S. Secinaro
University of New Hampsire
pss610@unhd.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 22:21:14 GMT
From: ccastcr@prism.gatech.edu (Chris Russo)
Subject: Re: Robert Jordan, Eye of the World, next book?

kretschmar@AIT.PHYSIK.UNI-TUEBINGEN.DE writes:
>seems to be usual nowadays). I wouldn't put them among my most favourite
>books, but felt entertained and kept turning the pages. As I could have

   Well, I liked it a bit better than that.  He's taken the farmboy turned
superpowerful bit and done a respectable job with it, he writes well, and
he's got some good 'atmosphere'.  I'd rank it pretty high in my suggested
reading, even though it's not very deep or thought-provoking.
 
>As you will have guessed by now, I want to know if the next book in the
>series has been published already, and if not, when it is supposed to be
>published (I know there always might be the EDDINGS-Syndrome). Any
>information would be welcome.

    _The Eye of the World_ came out in March '90, and _The Hunt for the
Horn_ came out that Christmas.  I guess the next one should be out late
summer.  I'll look forward to it.

Chris A. Russo
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!ccastcr
Internet: ccastcr@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 06:07:11 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Alan Moore

ICWFM@asuacad.BITNET (Fred McIlvain) writes:
>>Are there any other books by Neil Gaiman?
>I believe he has a short story in the anthology "Words without Pictures".
>This also has a short story by Alan Moore.

It should be noted that the Alan Moore story in WORDS WITHOUT PICTURES is a
reprint of "A Hypothetical Lizard", the story he did for the third Liavek
anthology.

For those unacquainted with WORDS WITHOUT PICTURES, it's an anthology of
short prose fiction written by various comics writers/artists. In addition
to Gaiman and Moore, the contributors include Jon J Muth, Ann Nocenti, Mark
Evanier, Charles Vess, and Steve Bissette.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 06:07:11 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Grant Morrison

ICWFM@asuacad.BITNET (Fred McIlvain) writes:
>Speaking of comic book writers, I am waiting for Grant Morrison to write
>something not in comic form.

He has - at the very least a story entitled "The Braille Encyclopedia" in
the anthology HOTTER BLOOD: MORES TALES OF EROTIC HORROR, edited by Jeff
Gelb and Michael Garrett (Pocket Books, January 1991, $4.95, ISBN:
0-671-70149-5).

Two other comics writers also have stories in HOTTER BLOOD - John Byrne and
Kurt Busiek.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 2 May 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 164

Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	   Books - Laumer & Shea (2 msgs) & Simmons & Stirling &
                   Tepper (3 msgs) & Red Dwarf Novelisation &
                   Request Answer & Requests (2 msgs) &
                   Humorous SF (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 2 May 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 04:07:09 GMT
From: wscart01@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Listing of Keith Laumer Books

There was a question thread a while ago about books by Keith Laumer.

They were: 
   1)What Retrief books are there?
   2)What are some other Laumer books?

I also wish to add a third:

   3)What is the book sequence for the Imperium, Retrief, and O'Leary
series? 
             
To answer number question one and question two here is a list of some books
I have/want by him that may shead some light on these two questions.  The
abbreviations used are

< = Date of publishing for the book I have      G = Got it!
P = Paperback          H = Hardback             R = Read
F = First Edition      N = I NEED IT!          [] = Number of pages

22:58:02        30/04/1991
Dickson Gordon R , Planet Run (With Laumer) +N

Books by Laumer:
   A Plague Of Demons <1985 +GPR [218]
   A Trace Of Memory <1984 +GPR [256]
   Alien Minds <1991 +GPRF [326]
   Assignment In Nowhere +N
   Beyond The Imperium +N
   Bolo : Annals Of The Dinochrome Brigade <1982 +GPR [216]
   Catastrophe Planet <1966 +GPRF [158]
   Chrestomathy +N
   Dinosaur Beach <1972 +GPRF [151]
   Earthblood (With Rosel G. Brown) <1987 +GPRF [311]
   End As A Hero <1985 +GPRF [150]
   Fat Chance +N
   Galactic Diplomat <1966 +GPF [223]
   Galactic Odyssey <1983 +GPRF [252]
   Greylorn <1968 +GPRF [192]
   It's A Mad, Mad, Mad Galaxy +N
   Judson's Eden <1991 +GPRF [379]
   Kight Of Delusions <1982 +GPRF [287]
   Nine By Laumer <1967 +GPRF [216]
   Once There Was A Giant & No Ship Boots In Fairyland <1984 +GPRF [222] 
   Retief :The Return Of Retief (Retief Series #5) <1984 +GPRF [221] 
   Retief And The Pangalactic Pageant Of Pulchritude +G
   Retief And The Warlords (Retief Series #) <1978 +GPR [175]
   Retief At Large (Retief Series #) +N
   Retief In The Ruins <1986 +GPRF [247]
   Retief Of The CDT (Retief Series #4) +N
   Retief To The Rescue (Retief Series #1) <1984 +GP [237]
   Retief Unbound ([&Envoy to New Worlds] Retief Series) <1985 +GPR [343]
   Retief's War (Retief Series #6) <1978 +GPF [179]
   Retief: Diplomate At Arms (Retief Series #2) <1982 +GP [207]
   Retief: Emissary To The Stars (Retief Series #3) <1979 +GPF [239]
   Retief: Envoy to New Worlds (Retief Series #) <1963 +GPFR [134]
   Retief: Reward for Retief <1989 +GPRF [340]
   Star Colony <1983 +GPR [396]
   The Best Of Keith Laumer +N
   The Breaking Earth <1981 +GPR [287]
   The Compleate Bolo <1990 +CGPRF [314]
   The Day Before Forever & Thunderhead +N
   The Galaxy Builder (O'Leary Series #4) <1984 +GPR [236]
   The Glory Game <1983 +GPRF [252]
   The Great Time Machine Hoax <1978 +GPR [210]
   The House In November & The Other Sky <1981 +GPRF [255]
   The Infinite Cage <1983 +GPRF [253]
   The Long Twilight <1982 +GPR [222]
   The Monitors <1984 +GPRF [251]
   The Other Side Of Time <1965 +GPFR [160]
   The Shape Changer (O'Leary Series #3) <1981 +GPR [230]
   The Star Treasure <1986 +GPRF [271]
   The Stars Must Wait <1990 +GPFR [283]
   The Time Bender (O'Leary Series #1) <1984 +GPR [248]
   The Ultimax Man <1982 +GPR [186]
   The World Shuffler (O'Leary Series #2) +N 
   Time Trap <1987 +GPRF [156]
   Worlds Of The Imperium (& Two Shorts) <1982 +GPRF [288]
   Zone Yellow (Imperium Series #2) <1990 +GPRF [247]

That's all people.

Stuart

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 17:03:57 GMT
From: rdawson@ccs.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson)
Subject: Re: Michael Shea's "Nifft The Lean"

Henry Misky writes:
>I recently came across a copy of Michael Shea's "Nifft The Lean" at
>someones's garage sale. This has to be the best Fantasy/SF book I have
>read in years. Does anyone know what became of this amazing author? After
>reading this book, I tried to find other works by him, and found only a
>small but remarkable sequel to HP Lovecraft's "The Color Out of Space"
>called "The Color Out Of Time".

I agree with your feelings regading Nifft the Lean.  I really enjoyed that
book and was very distressed when a friend I loaned it to lost it.

>Does anyone know else has he published?

The only thing I have read in addition to the books mentioned above is
something along the lines of "In Yana, the Touch of the Undying".  It was
much like Nifft the Lean.  In many ways Shea's writing reminds me of Vance,
only with a stronger sense of horror.

Ron
Internet: rdawson@ccs.carleton.ca
UUCP: ...!uunet!ccs.carleton.ca!rdawson

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 05:51:26 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Michael Shea's "Nifft The Lean"

hqm@ai.mit.edu (Henry Minsky) writes:
>I recently came across a copy of Michael Shea's "Nifft The Lean" at
>someones's garage sale. This has to be the best Fantasy/SF book I have
.read in years. Does anyone know what became of this amazing author?

He's still about.

>After reading this book, I tried to find other works by him, and found
>only a small but remarkable sequel to HP Lovecraft's "The Color Out of
>Space" called "The Color Out Of Time".

>Does anyone know else has he published?

Offhand, I recall that he wrote A QUEST FOR SIMBILIS back in the early
70's, though it's been out of print since. It's a pastiche of Jack Vance,
set in Vance's Dying Earth series. Not a bad imitation, but as the saying
goes, "Shea is no Jack Vance".

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 12:01:41 GMT
From: cse183@uk.ac.cov.cck (Neil J Smalley)
Subject: Hyperion series questions.

Having just read the Fall of Hyperion I've a few questions about the ending
and loose ends.

Spoiler Alert

   Since the Hegemony destroyed the farcaster web, and thus the core which
resided in it.  Does that mean that the cores UI will no longer be
made, hence no battle with the human UI, hence no shrike.

Does the core survive this destruction, I know that a very small element of
it still remains in the external 'web' but this is quite small?

All those shrikes in the future.  Did the last battle, in which Kassad was
killed kill of all but one?

The book seemed to think that the core would win anyway.  is this still
true or was it core misplanning.

The books seemed to imply that the core could predict anything, except
where hyperion was concerned.  But even then the predications were very
accurate (97%).  This being so could the Core have predicted its
destruction in the Web and made contingency plans?

Is there going to be a follow up?

Cse183@uk.ac.cov.cck

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 03:20:32 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: S.M. Stirling's Stone Dogs

I have just finished the book.  I agree with the other comments on the net
about the ending seeming rushed.  SPOILERS to follow!!

It seems that the ending required a series of very difficult coincidences
and for several characters to act out of character.

Specifically, I think the Fred LeFarge would NOT have sent a direct message
with his picture to his sister.  Throughout the rest of the book, he acted
very professional in regards to Marya's predicament.  No good reason was
given for the sudden change in his behavior.

The biggest coincidence that bugged me was Yolande coming back to the
apartment for lunch on the very day Marya was off doing her thing when it
had been specifically stated that she very rarely did that.

Also, Marya was out of character when she failed to erase the instructions
from her brother as he had specifically instructed her to do!  Everything
she had done previously had been very careful and this was a great change
in the way she operated.

It also seemed somewhat contrived that after Yolande told Marya about the
Stone Dogs project that she was able to get away and did exactly what
Yolande predicted she would do.

Oh, well.  The rest of the book was excellent as is the rest of the writing
I have seen from Stirling.  I wonder if he will write anything set a few
hundred years in the future illustrating what happens to the Draka and the
Alliance refugees in Alpha Centauri?

Enough rambling.  Maybe I'll generate some comments.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 15:26:59 GMT
From: nf0n+@andrew.cmu.edu (Nicolas J. Feidt)
Subject: Sherri Tepper

Does anyone know the tittle of Tepper's last Books and if they are any
good? I am also looking for any information about her.

Thanks.

Nicolas Feidt
GSIA
Carnegie Mellon University

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 20:11:17 GMT
From: wshunn@wolsely.utah.edu (William Shunn)
Subject: Re: Sheri Tepper

> Does anyone know the tittle of Tepper's last Books and if they are any
> good? I am also looking for any information about her.

Read GRASS.  It is excellent.  It has been compared to DUNE (but,
thankfully, not to its sequels).  It is also a very attractive paperback.

Sheri S. Tepper is over sixty years old.  She came to the SF field rather
late in life.

(I wonder if anyone knows the "jot" of Tepper's last Books.)

D. William Shunn
University of Utah

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 08:03:58 GMT
From: tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey)
Subject: Re: Sherri Tepper

I haven't yet read a book by Sheri Tepper that I didn't enjoy.  So far,
"The Awakeners" and "The Gate to Women's Country" have been the best, in my
opinion.  She's worth reading.

Tim Ramsey
Department of Mathematics
Kansas State University
Manhattan KS 66506-2602
tar@math.ksu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 21:31:15 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Red Dwarf Novelisation

Just thought I'd toss this out to the Red Dwarf fans.

I bought a book at a Star Trek convention here in Miami entitled:

"Red Dwarf" !

This book, apparently, is a novelisation of all the T.V. shows written by
the scriptwriters for the show.  Don't know where you can get it as dealers
often get their wares from all sorts of sources.

Info : Red Dwarf by Grant Naylor, ISBN 0-14-012437-3 published by Penguin
Bks.

Good Luck finding it !

Jonathan 
Internet: jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 11:35:23 GMT
From: Charlie_Cochran.McLean_CSD@xerox.com
Subject: RE:Unknown book (In English)

ross@kiwi.tutics.tut.ac.jp writes:
>I remember having a book recommended to me once, but I can't remember the
>title. If was a humorous book, and the heroes went all around space in a
>converted 747. The name: "Bill: The Intergalactic Hero" springs to mind.

I believe the name is something like "Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers"
by the same author as "Bill: The Galactic Hero", Harry Harrison.  Both are
excellent humorous takeoffs of specific sf stories: "Bill" works over
Heinlein's "Starship Trooper" and "Star Smashers" does the same for Doc
Smith's "Skylark" stories.

Warning: There is a series of continuations/sequels to "Bill: etc." being
published, by Harrison and Somebody?.  I couldn't see much Harrison content
besides the name and they definitely not up to the original.  IMHO, a waste
of money.

Charlie

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 18:53:49 GMT
From: sascmc@unx.sas.com (Christopher Mark Conn)
Subject: Valley of the Unicorn

I'm doing this for a friend of a friend who is terminally ill. There is a
story or a novel that he wants to read called _Valley of the Unicorn_ (or
something like that) and he wants to read it before he dies. I would
appreciate any help you folks could give me.
 
Thanks.

Christopher Mark Conn
Austin, Texas        
sascmc@unx.sas.com   

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 15:26:48 GMT
From: DANIGR%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Request

I want to know if anyone ever heard of a book called 'Terrarium'.  It was
another futuristic novel concerned with people who liked to live naturally
and those who preferred the sterile atmosphere of the city that was encased
in a gigantic dome-like bubble. People in there wore make-up,
masks,elaborate costumes, had to go through elaborate and lengthy rituals
to ever mate. The story centered around a woman who had escaped and the man
she convinced to come with her. It was nice reading and I liked it.
   I'd appreciate any info. I like input, not flames.  Ok???

Miss Ginger R. Daniel
DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 06:19:00 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: It Ain't Funny, McGee!

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>Times are tough for me; I _really_ need that cathartic laugh out of the
>stuff I read. Is it me, or the times, that lack a sense of humor these
>days?

Not too long ago, someone on the net posted that another Pratchett book
(Guards, Guards, I think) was to be published in this country this year.
In the same article they also mentioned another Barry Hughart book was also
due this year.  One was to be out in summer and one in fall but I can't
remember which.  Try to fight off depression until then.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 15:27:14 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Re: It Ain't Funny, McGee!

I recently finished Craig Shaw Gardner's first trilogy (A Malady of
Magicks, A Multitude of Monsters, and A Night in the Netherhells). I found
them modestly amusing, *very* occasionally burst-out-laughing funny. My
friends who've read these and CSG's later books tell me the later ones
aren't any better, and are mostly worse. Basically I'm not terribly
impressed with CSG.  He's pretty similar to Robert Asprin but not as good
(though I have to admit I haven't read the last couple of MYTH books
because even a good thing can start to get stale).

Has anyone read any of Tom Holt's stuff? The 2 books of his that I'm aware
of are Who's Afraid of Beowulf? and Expecting Someone Taller. I've heard
that WAoB is very good, and I think I saw a review here of EST that was
mostly positive. I've only talked to one friend who's read EST, and he
didn't seem to like it much. But I tend to disagree with him on lots of
books, so that may be a good omen.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University  
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 16:52:33 GMT
From: eppstein@wormwood.ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein)
Subject: It Ain't Funny, McGee! (Expecting Someone Taller)

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
> Has anyone read any of Tom Holt's stuff? The 2 books of his that I'm
> aware of are Who's Afraid of Beowulf? and Expecting Someone Taller. I've
> heard that WAoB is very good, and I think I saw a review here of EST that
> was mostly positive. I've only talked to one friend who's read EST, and
> he didn't seem to like it much. But I tend to disagree with him on lots
> of books, so that may be a good omen.

I really liked Expecting Someone Taller, and since reading it I have been
on the lookout for a copy of the other book.  But don't go into it
expecting belly laughs.  It's more sort of heartwarming and mildly funny.
Like So Long and Thanks for All the Fish, but better.

David Eppstein
UC Irvine
Info & Computer Science
eppstein@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 17:05:48 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: It Ain't Funny, McGee!

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>Times are tough for me; I _really_ need that cathartic laugh out of the
>stuff I read. Is it me, or the times, that lack a sense of humor these
>days?

   Try Thorne Smith's books. They're a tad dated (1920s) but still fun.
Gee, would they be called magic realism if they were written today?
Generally, a TS book will have somewhat unhappy middle class male going
through Significant Changes (like becoming a variable-species lycanthrope,
having an affair with a dead woman or recreating the Greek Gods and
releasing them on Prohibition America).

   Thorne Smith is also notable for the not terribly good movie and
adaptations of his works. 'Topper' and 'Turnabout' (I *think* that's the
title) have been adapted, poorly IMHO.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: Thu, 2 May 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users (and those without FTP):

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
   24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   66 star-trek-tng.guide       [Complete to March - being updated] 
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt              [Currently being updated]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are now available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
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Date: 19 Apr 91 21:51:14 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

Well, I have one that's been bugging me since I read it.  (For the record,
I am not now nor have I ever been a religious person.)

The book I'm thinking of is _The Tides of God_ by Ted Reynolds, which came
out as an Ace Special in 1989.  The basic idea of the story is that the
origin of all earthly religions is a sort of satellite/spacship kind of
thing which periodically swings by Earth and which has the power to disrupt
all rational thought.  It also has the power to speak to people in a quasi-
telepathic way, so that they "hear the voice of God."  It was around during
the Middle Ages, and again during the late twentieth century.  The book is
set in the 33rd century, and "God" is on its way back.  By this time, the
inhabitants of Earth are aware of what it can do to them, and they send out
a space ship to destroy "God."  Of course, the closer they get to "God,"
the more "irrational" the crew get as they start reinventing every religion
ever known to man (with special emphasis on the various sorts of
Christianity) and having religious wars, etc.  Eventually, one crewman who
has the presence of mind to hate "God" manages to destroy the
"God-machine-derationalizer-thing."

This book made me really mad.

I assume that the author was prepared for the fact that this book would
piss off Christians.  However, my problems were otherwise:

1) The author equates religion with fanaticism.  This is just plain
   stupid. 
2) The book purports to be a critique of religion in general, but it
   concentrates on Christianity.  Now, Christianity may (now) be the most
   widely practiced religion in the world, but to take it as the
   paradigmatic human religion is, to me anyway, a huge mistake.  The
   author assumes that all religions are fundamentally like Christianity.
   Wrong!
3) The author apparently equates rationality with empire-building.  (Also
   with laissez-faire capitalism, an ethic of extreme individualism, and 
   a highly competitive and back-stabbing form of political and social
   organization.)  None of this seems terribly rational to me, but
   then I'm just an unregenerate leftish softy.
4) The book pays no attention to the ways in which religion is bound up
   with culture as a whole.  The author has the ship's crew reinventing
   Calvinism, Catholicism, "primitive" religions (complete with human
   sacrifice), etc.  This makes no sense at all _according to the
   assumptions of the book_ (which is that all religions are invented by
   humans in response to a giant "derationalizer.")  Those religions have
   very specific histories; people belonging to the same culture, a highly
   technological and "rational" one, wouldn't spontaneously invent them.
5) I wonder what the author would say if it was pointed out to him that
   "science" as a discipline had its beginnings as a branch of religious
   scholasticism.  The current perception of science and religion as
   opposites is really quite recent.

Also, and this is where I know many of you may disagree with me, I've never
liked the simplistic opposition of "rationality" and "irrationality."  A
lot of modes of thought (call them "non-rational") don't fit into either
category.  Science fiction writers have historically accpeted this
dichotomy, and I've always had a problem with it.

Anyway, food for thought.

Janet Lafler
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 91 20:59:02 GMT
From: pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?  I
>don't mean 'what you think of them in general.'  I'd like this on a story
>to story basis.  Just for the record, before I read _Behold the Man_ by
>Michael Moorcock, I thought that I would never like these types of
>stories.

Well, I think anything that makes people, especially young adolescents,
_think_ about religion, rather than allowing it to be spoon-fed to them by
their parents, has got to be good.

One of my faves is Harry Harrison's 'The Streets of Ashkelon'.

Paul
pmoloney%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.PRINCETON.edu
pmoloney@vax1.tcd.ie
uunet!vax1.tcd.ie!pmoloney@uunet.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 23:21:02 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
> What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?

Most of Arthur C. Clarke's later fiction is devoutly anti-religious, though
not as a primary theme.  I'd recommend in particular _The Fountains of
Paradise_, which has a discussion on religion being made obsolete by
advances in pharaceutics, as well as some wonderful dialogue with an AI
probe from outside of the solar system.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 09:54:39 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

I should know who wrote this, but all I can remember is the great title:
"For I am a Jealous People", a substantial story or novelette in which
Yahweh gives up on the human species and takes up with (and imports for
invasion to displace humans) another race, using the same tactics with
which He assisted the Israeli's to escape Pharaoh and to retake Palestine
after the Egyptian exile.

Roughly, plagues of locusts and a God who always threw a mean lightning
bolt on their side not withstanding, the aliens get the stuffing kicked out
of them, as humanity puts aside its bickering and systematizes self
sacrifice and nobility as its primary armaments.

Really great story, look for it in an old collection, it's been decades.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 14:58:36 GMT
From: sakai@dylink.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

What kind of SF do you think anti-religious SF?
There are a lot of SF about religion and myth in Japan.

One of the most famous is: "100 oku no hiru to 1000 oku no yoru (10 billion
days and 100 billion nights)" by Ryu Mitsuse. It described that Christ and
Budda were manipulated by a high-dimentional entity to destroy the Earth
for their religious opposition. And that entity made a lot of its agents
everywhere in space to destroy all lifeforms, because, lifeforms in our
dimension are like bugs in the computer to the entity.  Is this
anti-religious SF?

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@rana.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 17:52:42 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
> What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories? I
> don't mean 'what you think of them in general.' I'd like this on a story
> to story basis. Just for the record, before I read _Behold the Man_ by
> Michael Moorcock , I thought that I would never like these types of
> stories.

First, there is a problem refering to SF stories as "anti-religious" since
some people insist that anything that is not 100% pro-religion is "anti".
I think very little SF is deliberately anti-religion, but most SF is, by
it's nature, non-religious.  The characters use science, not faith, and
rely on nature, not miracles.  Many stories use science to question faith.
One example is THE STAR.  The main character, a Jesuit priest and
scientist, has to question God at the end of the story.  He still believes,
but must face the possibility that He can do horrifying things that we
cannot understand.

Even those SF stories that do not concern religion could be seen as
"anti-religious" by their very nature.  Consider "The Sound of Thunder".
It concerns a company that sends you back millions of years to hunt
dinosaurs.  To people who believe that the world was created 6000 years ago
and that man and dinosaur co-existed (until the Flood), this is very
anti-religious.  The question is, can SF be branded for this, and bent to
some people's belief?

I'd like to mention one other story.  I've forgotten the author and title,
but in it God orders the Judgement Day, only to find that the human race
has already wiped itself out via nuclear weapons.  At the end of their
search for people, the angels find a hiding place where the people
scratched something into the wall before a bomb hit.  The machinery in
their hiding place was vaporized and the white hot metal filled in the
letters of their message.  The message said:

   WE WERE HERE.  WHERE WERE YOU?

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 91 15:28:37 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?
>mean 'what you think of them in general.'  I'd like this on a story to
>story basis.

I've read some blatantly anti-religious stories, just as I've read some
anti-communist or anti-capitalist or anti-American or anti-whatever
stories.  Pro-religious SF seems rather rare, but it exists (some Simak
books, for example, and of course C.S. Lewis' "Out of the Silent Planet").

I feel more or less the same about them - I dislike the kind of story
that's written as propaganda where the *only* point is that Christians
(or Russians, or Americans, or whatever) are evil. If the story's good, I
can overlook propagandistic tendencies, though they tend to irritate me
(mostly through their narrow-mindedness than through the actual content).
For example, I thought the "Out of the Silent Planet" trilogy was
excellent, but even a good author like Lewis gets a bit irritating when he
starts to preach (*for* religion, in this case).

So far, I haven't seen a single SF story that made a *convincing* argument
against religion. On the other hand, I haven't seen any that made
convincing arguments for it, either.

However, to change the topic slightly, I haven't really seen much SF that's
really *anti* religious. What is far more common, and that bothers me a
bit, is the tendency for SF to be *areligious* - to forget religion
altogether. In many books (for example most of Asimov's), the author builds
entire future civilizations without mentioning religion (or any
"substitute" religion, like communism as it used to be in Eastern-bloc
countries) a single time. Now, there may be totally areligious societies
(though I haven't heard of any) and they may arise in the future, but in
that case I think the author should at least make some attempt at
explaining the absence of religion. The assumption certain authors (like
Asimov) seem to make - that religion is a rest of primitive behaviour which
mankind will sooner or later evolve away from, is, to put it mildly, far
from self-evident, especially since the characters in the stories in
question tend to behave just like normal, 20th-century Americans (at least
for American authors) in every other way.

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 00:48:18 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
> Pro-religious SF seems rather rare, but it exists (some Simak books, for
> example, and of course C.S. Lewis' "Out of the Silent Planet").

There is some religious science fiction out there.  Some of it is quite
well written, and the religious themes don't detract from the story at all.
For example the works of Lois McMaster Bujold, Elizabeth Moon, and Orson
Scott Card (okay, maybe it detracts a little).  These tend to show
religious themes without reference to any particular religion.

Other less subtle but still good candidates include Walter M. Miller
(_Canticle for Leibowitz_, I don't know his shorter works) and Anthony
Boucher.  Then you get to the not at all subtle ones, like James Blish,
C.S. Lewis, and Madeleine L'Engle.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

    	      Books - Brin & Bujold & Christopher (4 msgs) &
                      Dick & Disch & Drake (2 msgs) & 
                      Eddings (4 msgs) & Hand (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 13:15:20 GMT
From: gharlane@ratserv.ccs.csus.edu (goe)
Subject: Sakai & Hubbard Vs. Brin

sakai@rana.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai) writes:
> I want to mention only one thing.  I agree with Startide Riging is
> reincarnation of Space Opera (but quite fun to read).

Definitely.  Brin mined half of the SF written in the last half- century
for ideas, tossed them into a blender, and then added his own stuff.
"STARTIDE RISING" is space opera done *RIGHT*, with verve and imagination,
and reasonable intellectual capacity.

> However, PLEASE DON'T LIST D. BRIN'S NAME WITH L. HUBBARD
> IMHO, Dr.Brin didn't please to be praised with L.Hubbard. :)

Bet on it.  Unlike some folks we won't mention, who couldn't earn an honest
living writing pulp and chose to become parasitic mountebanks, Brin is
something of a gentleman; possessed of no little intelligence and
education.

The only religion Brin seems to purvey is a respect for sentience, and the
attitude that you help yourself by helping others.  I suspect much of the
"Uplift Universe" derives from his own brand of ethos, which seems to be
involved with booting other people along, hoping they get farther ahead
than you, taking notes on what they come up with, and trying to repay them
in kind.

John Campbell once commented that, in a universe this big, there's room for
*everyone* to try, and no sense in getting in each other's way.  There's
simply too much to be done to waste time on negative competition.

> (Furtheremore, "Battlefield Earth"? Such a &*%^%$ imitation of golden age
> pulp SF!!!!!! Sorry, his fans.)

No problem.  Gastrically-processed bovine fodder is GPBF, whether
it's found in a pasture or printed in ten volumes by a "church."

Fans of Lafayette Ron Hubbard's "work"  (costume cowboy yarns and
exercises in egomania) are welcome to whatever it is they get from 
reading his stuff.   I prefer SF that was written by someone who 
KNOWS something, and has ideas to communicate.  All LRH knew was
that he was better than everyone else, and the whole world was 
conspiring against him, just to keep him from ruling it.
 
David Brin, on the other hand (with the exception of "THE 
PRACTICE EFFECT"!), is worth reading.  He gives good value for 
the money you invest in his product.

Consequently, out of respect for Doctor Brin, I would *never* 
even think of mentioning him in the same entry with comments on 
LRH.  <oops.>

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 17:46:42 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Bujold! (was Re: Phoning Authors)

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   I did start with _Falling Free_, and I didn't really like it. (Too much
>of a sympathy plot for me; I prefer more of a moral middle ground.)  Could
>someone recommend another book by Bujold that does NOT involve her main
>character?  I don't like to read series.

Just one.  Her main character, Miles Vorkosigan, is the protagonist in all
but two books.  Those two are _Shards of Honor_ and _Ethan of Athos_.

_Shards_ deals with Miles' parents and how they met.  From a previous
posting on the net, I understand that the next book, _Barayar_, will deal
with his parents again and will cover the chemical attack which causes the
deformities that Miles suffers from.

_Ethan_ is more peripheral and deals with a character from a planet with no
women, only men.  They reproduce through some form of artificial womb and
the Ethan's job is to go get some more of them since the ones they
currently have are wearing out.  In the course of the book, he runs into an
officer from Miles' fleet who plays a major role in the story.  This is the
only connection to the rest of her stories.

I understand how you feel about series because I share the same feelings.
There are a few exceptions that I make and this is one of them.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 15:33:06 GMT
From: fisher@sifvs9.sinet.slb.com (Craig Fisher - Schlumberger Technologies)
Subject: Re: John Christopher

People have been raving on here about John Christopher's _Tripods_ trilogy,
which I seem to remember from Highschool days were very enjoyable.

I just thought I'd point out _Death of Grass_ - I believe it was published
under another title outside the UK. Read it.

It's rather post-apocalyptic - ALL the grasses in the world are wiped out
within a short time (rice, corn, maize etc.). The story deals with a small
community and individuals facing up to the problems.

It is a much more 'adult' (read: less 'Boys Own') book than the Tripod
series, from what I can remember (but it is a while since I read them)

Craig Fisher
Schlumberger Technologies	
Instruments Division		
Farnborough, Hants.  UK		
fisher@sifvx6.sinet.slb.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 10:57:27 GMT
From: pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Re: The Tripods

mute@wpi.WPI.EDU writes:
> HOBBKD%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
>> And, does anybody have a complete list of John Christopher books?
>
>_The Lotus Caves_: Two boys on the moon decide to wander off, and fall
>into a cave where they discover that they don't need their helmets, since
>the entire cave is lined by a plant that provides a person's every need.
>Another great read.
>
>He's written a few others, but I can't remember their names any more.
>This'll give me something to read over summer vacation.

One I remember from my childhood in the local library was, um, er, actually
I've forgotten the name, but I think it was something like 'Fireball'.
About two friends who are thrown by a warp into an alternate world, where
the Roman Empire has lasted into modern times. Good solid SF, like they
used to write in the olden days, when men wore long shorts and short hair
and women were called Edith and Mabel and...

Paul Moloney
pmoloney%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.PRINCETON.edu
pmoloney@vax1.tcd.ie
uunet!vax1.tcd.ie!pmoloney@uunet.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 18:15:32 GMT
From: sm@vg.ph.man.ac.uk (Steve Mowbray)
Subject: John Christopher

Somebody recently asked about books by John Christopher other than the
Tripods trilogy. There are a lot, although I dare say most of them are out
of print in the US (they are here too).  Anyway, here's a list compiled
from memory and from the 'books by the same author' page in a 1973 edition
of _The Death of Grass_ which I happen to have in the office.

The "Tripods" Trilogy
   The White Mountains
   The City of Gold and Lead
   The Pool of Fire
The "Prince in Waiting" trilogy
   The Prince in Waiting
   Beyond the Burning Lands
   The Sword of The Spirits
The Lotus Caves
The World in Winter (vt The Long Winter)
The Guardians
The Possessors
Wild Jack
Dom and Va (not sf; about cavemen in fact, and somewhat
   controversial because of the rape of one of the protagonists by the
   other!) 
The Long Voyage
The Death of Grass (vt No Blade of Grass)
The Caves of Night
A Scent of White Poppies
The Twenty Second Century
The Messages of Love
A Wrinkle in the Skin
The Little People
Pendulum
The Cloud on Silver

The last seven of those I haven't read, so I can't tell you whether any of
them are collections, series etc.

There was also a story withdrawn from Ellison's _Last Dangerous Visions_:-)
in a recent _Interzone_.

Steve Mowbray
Physics Department
University of Manchester
sm@vg.ph.man.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 21:56:29 GMT
From: rudoff@mdi.com (Doug Rudoff)
Subject: Re: John Christopher

I remember recently reading a review in (I believe) Aboriginal SF of John
Christopher's new book, which is a prequel to the Tripod trilogy.  It has
to do wtih the original alien invasion. Sorry, but I don't remember the
name.

Way back when I was in 4th grade (1973?) I wrote him as a class assignment
for writing letters to authors. He was kind enough to write me a back with
a rather long letter.

Doug Rudoff
Motorola Mobile Data
Bothell, WA
(206) 487-5937
uunet!mdisea!rudoff
rudoff@mdi.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 02:13:11 GMT
From: vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Chris Vaughn)
Subject: "The Glittering Stone" by Glen Cook - help

Does anyone know anything about a book called "The Glittering Stone" by
Glen Cook?

It should be (and this is a quote from a friend for whom I'm asking this)
the 3rd book of the South and the 6th chronicle of the Black Company.

She wants to know if it is out or not. It seems it should be, but can't be
found anywhere.

Thanks much for the help,

Chris Vaughn
University of Kansas
vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 16:15:53 GMT
From: GRF101@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Philip K. Dick Society

   A couple of people have asked for the address of the Philip K. Dick
Society, so I'm posting it for all.  Membership in PKDS is equivalent to
subscribing to the newletter, which comes out approximately three times per
year.  Write to one of these addresses for membership information:

   Home Office:
      Philip K. Dick Society
      Box 611
      Glen Ellen CA 95442
      USA

   U.K. Representative:
      Keith Bowden
      47 Park Avenue
      Barking, Essex, IG11 8QU
      England

   Australian Representative:
      Gabriel McCann
      39 Cox Avenue
      Bondi Beach, Sydney 2026 NSW
      Australia

Glenn Frantz
grf101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: Thomas M. Disch: _The M.D._
Date: 3 May 91 20:44:46 GMT

   I just found a new novel by Thomas Disch at my bookstore. Published by
Alfred A. Knopf ("A Borzoi Book") and dated 4/91 on the dustjacket, _The
M.D., a horror story_ is $22 US. Cool cover. ISBN 0-394-58662-X

   Has anyone read this yet? I just bought it 45 minutes ago, so I haven't
quite finished it yet :) -- I'm still reading Thomas Ligotti's _Songs of a
Dead Dreamer_ but, I wanted to let any other Disch fans know that it is
available.

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pittsburgh.edu
tabasko@idis.lis.pittsburgh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 16:06:55 GMT
From: uw-warp!eskimo!mcgp1!harry@nsr.bioeng.washington.edu (Harry Thiel)
Subject: David Drake

I happened to buy a book by David Drake lately titled _Time Safari_.  I
have never read anything by him previously and must admit I was attracted
by the Frezetta type cover.  This book reads rather well and I was
wondering if someone could recommend another book by the same author?

Harry J. Thiel

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 04:21:20 GMT
From: dev@ei.ecn.purdue.edu (Larry Weeks)
Subject: Re: David Drake

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>I happened to buy a book by David Drake lately titled _Time Safari_.  I
>have never read anything by him previously and must admit I was attracted
>by the Frezetta type cover.  This book reads rather well and I was
>wondering if someone could recommend another book by the same author?

I've read all of these, and found them to be quite good.

   _Hammer's Slammers_
   _Cross The Stars_
   _Counting the Cost_
   _Ranks of Bronze_

Also, try the series he edits, _The Fleet._ The series has the work of a
lot of good authors, and is quite interesting overall. Also, the _Ranks of
Bronze_ is a story involving a Roman legion - very good.

Larry
dev@ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 13:02:52 GMT
From: 9020675@ul.ie (Alan Weadick)
Subject: Seeress of Kell

Is it my imagination or is there more than one version of the Seeress of
Kell floating about. A totaly different ending was outlined in a previous
message

The annoying part is that the book is not available here yet !!

Alan Weadick
University Of Limerick
Ireland
9020675@ul.ie

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 06:32:56 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Seeress of Kell Nitpick

I have two problems with the tourney scene.  First, I don't see that
enchanting the lances would be much of an advantage.  It's not as though
you're *out* if your lance breaks, you just get another one.  And having a
lance that doesn't break will only be of minor help in keeping your
opponent from unhorsing you.

Also, despite Eddings's fondness for poking fun at Arendish stupidity, that
probably not the reason nobody else thought of 'fencing' with the lances.
I'd attribute the oversight to the fact that a ten-foot pole simply can't
be manipulated by subtle flicks of the wrist.  Certainly not quickly enough
to get it back in line when you and your opponent are closing at fifty
miles an hour.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 17:29:37 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Seeress of Kell (spoiler)

Just finished reading Seeress of Kell and I have a couple of questions:

   What was Poledra's "task" that forced her to leave her newly born
children and husband?  After the confrontation with Sardion, Poledra starts
to leave the company to do her task, and Belgarath refuses to be separated
from her, leading to Eriond's first act as a god.  What was Poledra
supposed to do, before Eriond solved the problem?
   How did Vella turn into a hawk?  As far as I can tell, she's a normal
human being (not a sorceress).  So, how did Beldin manage to change her?
   I'm trying to recall any instances when a sorcerer transformed a normal
human, but I can't think of any.  Just Barek and the bear syndrome, which
is powered by the prophesy.
   Polgara did turn that Snake queen into a snake, so it might have been
possible.  Anyone know?

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 22:11:34 GMT
From: pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Paul S Shannon)
Subject: Re: Seeress of Kell (spoiler)

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>Just finished reading Seeress of Kell and I have a couple of questions:
>   What was Poledra's "task" that forced her to leave her newly born
>children and husband?  After the confrontation with Sardion, Poledra
>starts to leave the company to do her task, and Belgarath refuses to be
>separated from her, leading to Eriond's first act as a god.  What was
>Poledra supposed to do, before Eriond solved the problem?

Well, as far as I can recall (and to think, I finished the damn book a few
weeks ago), Poledra's job was to pop up and go BOO!!! to Zandramas every
once in a while when the latter got too pesky.  At the end, she also got to
scream out "Now, Ce'Nedra!" so C. could go and grab the baby, whatever the
name happens to be.

>   How did Vella turn into a hawk?  As far as I can tell, she's a normal
>human being (not a sorceress).  So, how did Beldin manage to change her?
>I'm trying to recall any instances when a sorcerer transformed a normal
>human, but I can't think of any.  Just Barek and the bear syndrome, which
>is powered by the prophesy.  	Polgara did turn that Snake queen into a
>snake, so it might have been possible.  Anyone know?

Remember that every sorcerer has threatened to turn Silk or someone like
that into a newt.

Well, can I say that the whole damn thing was a bit disappointing at the
end, but I read it anyway with gusto because it's more of a sit com with
characters that you're familiar with and you want to see what they do more
than what actually does happen because the whole damn plot is sooo
transparent (someone pointed out that you can figure out who croaks by
pairing up everyone boy-girl; odd one out is dead).  The entertainment is
from the interaction between the characters and this becomes rather stale
after 10 books.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 18:54:47 GMT
From: Hoffman.El_Segundo@xerox.com
Subject: Hand's WINTERLONG

What can anyone tell me about _Winterlong_ by Elizabeth Hand?  Worth
buying?

Rodney Hoffman

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 02:53:50 GMT
From: vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Chris Vaughn)
Subject: Re: Hand's WINTERLONG

Hoffman.El_Segundo@XEROX.COM writes:
> What can anyone tell me about _Winterlong_ by Elizabeth Hand?  Worth
> buying? 

No real spoilers here.  I'm too afraid of saying too much!

Please forgive my awkward posting.  I've never done this before.

_Winterlong_ is a very unusual book.  I would definitely describe it as
dark science fiction.  Hand's descriptions are extremely vivid; which can
be quite disturbing in some of the scenes.  I was enthralled by the story,
which has... Well I'm afraid to say too much about the ending so I won't
say anything.

Apparently she is working on her next book, Estival Tide, I believe it is.

Very good book overall.  I definitely recommend it.

Chris Vaughn
University of Kansas
vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Hinz & Hubbard & Laumer (2 msgs) &
                        L'Engle (4 msgs) & Pratchett (2 msgs) &
                        Simmons & Stirling 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 01:52:22 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Ash Ock in paperback?

MPalandri.SD@XEROX.COM writes:
>A few years back, I got a copy of Christopher Hinz's "Liege Killer" as one
>of the 6-for-a-dollar books for joining the SFBC. I thought it was great.
>Since then, I've seen "Ash Ock" and currently "Paratwa" come out in hard
>back.
>
>Since "Paratwa" is out, why haven't the publishers (St Martin's Press, I
>believe) put out "Ash Ock" in paper back? Are there any plans to do so,
>and if so, when?

"Ash Ock" *is* out in paperback, by Methuen (British publisher, I believe).
BTW, "Paratwa" is *full* of surprises.

>Has Hinz written anything else?

"Anachronisms", not as good, IMHO.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 17:43:20 GMT
From: haggart@crc.skl.dnd.ca (Ross Haggart)
Subject: Scientology - L. Ron Hubbard

The 6 May issue of Time Magazine's Canadian Edition has a cover article on
Scientology called "The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power". This might be of
interest to readers of L. Ron or those who were following this thread a few
weeks ago.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 17:07:21 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!cunews!cognos!roberts@zoo.toronto.edu (Robert Stanley)
Subject: Re: Listing of Keith Laumer Books

Following up on a couple of threads on Keith Laumer and Retief of the CDT:

Two other Retief books haven't been mentioned,

  Retief's Ransom, 1971, pp157
  Galactic Diplomat, 1966, pp223

The first is a novel, while the second is a collection of stories, ALL of
which originally appeared in Worlds of IF, and all of which can be found in
either "Retief at Large" or "Retief: Diplomat at Arms".  These are:
   Ultimatum
   Saline Solution
   The Brass God
   The Castle of Light
   Wicker Wonderland
   Native Intelligence
   The Prince and the Pirate
   Courier
   Protest Note

Also, wscart01 (Stuart) presented a list of Keith Laumer books in his
possession or on his wish list.  This is by no means a complete list, based
on a quick scan of my own shelves.  If other people are interested, I'll
try and put a slightly more complete bibliography together over the
weekend.

Robert Stanley
Cognos, Inc.
roberts%cognos.uucp@ccs.carleton.ca
uucp: cunews!cognos!roberts

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 03:21:27 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!cunews!cognos!roberts@zoo.toronto.edu (Robert Stanley)
Subject: Re: Listing of Keith Laumer Books

I dug up John Wenn's book list on Keith Laumer from December 1988, and also
went back to basics - the standard reference works plus my own shelves.
The result is this somewhat incomplete bibliography.  I've scared up most
of the titles, but I have a way to go sorting out publication dates and
versions.

John correctly observed that there are far fewer Retief stories than the
number of Retief book titles might lead one to assume; most stories have
been issued at least twice, and some more than that (excluding their
original magazine appearances).  Another factor is that Keith Laumer has
produced a lot of short novels, and these are now being amalgamated into
new compendiums, but sometimes in revised form.  On the other hand,
Laumerphiles (among whom I number myself) rather enjoy chasing down these
little discrepancies.  My own favourite Laumer book, for historic reasons,
remains "Galactic Odyssey".

I am finally starting to get my big SF database back on line, which means
that I welcome corrections and updates to this list.

[A] == Anthology (edited by).
[C] == Short Story Collection.
[N] == Novel.
[O] == Omnibus (includes other books).
aka == Also known by this other title.
as == Alternatively published using this pen name.

Laumer, [John] Keith [,B.Sc.] [U.S.A., 09/06/1925- ]

        The Retief Books:
1963 [C]   Envoy to New Worlds
1965 [C]   Galactic Diplomat
            [nine incidents of the Corps Diplomatique Terrestrienne]
1966 [N]   Retief's War
1968 [N]   Retief and the Warlords
1969 [C]   Retief: Ambassador to Space
            [seven incidents of the Corps Diplomatique Terrestrienne]
1971 [N]   Retief's Ransom
1971 [C]   Retief of the C.D.T.
1975 [C]   Retief: Emissary to the Stars [also 1962, 1972]
1979 [C]   Retief at Large
1979 [C]   Retief Unbound [Includes "Retief's Ransom"]
1982 [C]   Retief: Diplomat at Arms
1983 [C]   Retief to the Rescue
1984 [N]   The Return of Retief
1986 [C]   Retief in the Ruins
1986 [C]   Retief and the Pangalactic Pageant of Pulchritude
                [includes "Retief's Ransom"]
1987 [C]   Retief: Envoy to New Worlds [includes "Envoy to New Worlds"]
1989 [N]   Reward for Retief

        The Lafayette O'Leary Series:
1966 [N]   The Time Bender
1970 [N]   The World Shuffler
1972 [N]   The Shape Changer
1984 [N]   The Galaxy Builder

        The Imperium Series:
1962 [N]   Worlds of the Imperium [also 1982]
1965 [N]   The Other Side of Time
1968 [N]   Assignment in Nowhere
1981 [O]   Beyond the Imperium
              The Other Side of Time
              Assignment in Nowhere
1990 [N]   Zone Yellow

        The Invaders Series: [based on tv series]
1967 [N]   The Invaders [as Anthony LeBaron] [aka "The Meteor Men"]
1967 [N]   Enemies From Beyond

        The Bolo Books:
1976 [C]   Bolo: The Annals of the Dinochrome Brigade
1985 [N]   Rogue Bolo
1990 [O]   The Compleat Bolo
              Bolo: The Annals of the Dinochrome Brigade
              Rogue Bolo (parts I and II)

1963 [N] A Trace of Memory
1964 [N] The Great Time Machine Hoax
1964 [N] The Other Sky
1965 [N] A Plague of Demons
1966 [N] Catastrophe Planet
1966 [N] The Monitors
1967 [N] Galactic Odyssey
1967 [C] Nine by Laumer
1968 [C] Greylorn [aka "The Other Sky"]
1968 [C] It's a Mad, Mad, Mad Galaxy
1968 [N] The Day Before Forever & Thunderhead [2 novels]
1968 [N] The Drowned Queen ["The Avengers" #6]
1969 [N] The Long Twilight
1970 [N] The House in November
1970 [N] Time Trap
1970 [A] Five Fates [edited by Keith Laumer] [published anonymously]
1971 [N] The Star Treasure [also 1986]
1971 [C] Once There Was a Giant
1971 [N] Dinosaur Beach
1972 [N] The Infinite Cage
1972 [N] Night of Delusions
1972 [C] Timetracks
1972 [C] The Big Show
1973 [N] The Glory Game
1974 [C] The Undefeated
1976 [C] The Best of Keith Laumer
1978 [N] The Ultimax Man
1981 [N] Star Colony
1981 [C] The Breaking Earth [includes "Catastrophe Planet"]
1981 [O] The Other Sky [1964] / The House In November [1970]
1982 [C] Knight of Delusions [includes "Night of Delusions", "Thunderhead"]
1984 [C] Chrestomathy
1985 [N] End as a Hero
1990 [N] The Stars Must Wait
1991 [N] Judson's Eden

19?? [?] Fort Ancient
19?? [?] The Afrit Affair
19?? [?] The Gold Bomb
19?? [?] The Universe Builder

Laumer, [John] Keith & Brown, Rosel George
1966 [N] Earthblood

Laumer, [John] Keith & Dickson, Gordon R[upert]
1967 [N] Planet Run

Non-Fiction
19??     How to Design & Build Flying Models

General Fiction
19?? [N] Embassy

Mystery
1971 [N] Deadfall [aka "Fat Chance"]
19?? [N] Cop Trouble

Robert Stanley
Cognos, Inc.    
uucp: cunews!cognos!roberts
internet: roberts%cognos.uucp@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 02:51:56 GMT
From: edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Zed)
Subject: Madeleine L'Engle's _A Wrinkle in Time_ series

I read and reread _A Wrinkle in Time_, _A Wind in the Door_ and _A Swiftly
Tilting Planet_ (whose names I may have wrong and whose order I probably
have wrong) as a wee lad, like a lot of us probably did.

In more recent years I came across _Arm of the Starfish_ in which the kids
were grown up and had families of their own, and came to realize that
there're actually a lot of books in this series.

Could someone name all the books in the series and tell in what order they
should be read? Respond directly to me please; I'll summarize the results
for the net.

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 08:35:30 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Madeleine L'Engle's _A Wrinkle in Time_ series

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu writes:
>I read and reread _A Wrinkle in Time_, _A Wind in the Door_ and _A Swiftly
>Tilting Planet_ (whose names I may have wrong and whose order I probably
>have wrong) as a wee lad, like a lot of us probably did.
>
>In more recent years I came across _Arm of the Starfish_ in which the kids
>were grown up and had families of their own, and came to realize that
>there're actually a lot of books in this series.
>
>Could someone name all the books in the series and tell in what order they
>should be read? Respond directly to me please; I'll summarize the results
>for the net.

No need for summarizing. Everything is here in one neat little ball
already. It's a list that I keep on file.

Here is a list of L'Engle's fiction, broken down into major series.  The
books are ordered with respect to internal chronology, not by publication.
Almost all of her fiction is interconnected, and the names following the
book titles are characters that provide those interconnections between
series. A character name in parentheses indicates that a reference to the
character is made, but she doesn't actually appear on stage. A couple of
notes: (1) The O'Keefe kids are the offspring of Calvin O'Keefe and Meg
Murry from the "Wrinkle in Time" books, and (2) the Reniers of THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE SUN are the ancestors of Simon Renier (DRAGONS IN THE WATERS),
Queron Renier (A HOUSE LIKE A LOTUS), and Mimi Oppenheimer (A WINTER'S LOVE
and A SEVERED WASP).

The Murry Family Series:
   A WRINKLE IN TIME
   A WIND IN THE DOOR
   THE SWIFTLY TILTING PLANET
   MANY WATERS

The O'Keefe Family Series:
   THE ARM OF THE STARFISH   Canon Tallis, Adam Eddington
   DRAGONS IN THE WATERS     Canon Tallis, Mr. Theotocopoulus, Simon Renier
   A HOUSE LIKE A LOTUS      Zachary Gray, Queron Renier, Frank Rowan, 
                             Virginia Bowen [Porcher]
   AN ACCEPTABLE TIME        Zachary Gray

The Austin Family Series:
   THE 24 DAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS
   MEET THE AUSTINS
   THE ANTI-MUFFINS [actually a chapter of MEET THE AUSTINS that was
                     excised and later published separately]
   THE MOON BY NIGHT         Zachary Gray
   THE YOUNG UNICORNS        Canon Tallis, Mr. Theotocopoulus, Dave
                             Davidson, Emily Gregory
   A RING OF ENDLESS LIGHT   Zachary Gray, Adam Eddington, (Katherine
                             Vigneras) 

(There's also a short story, "A Full House", in this series. It's only
appearance so far has been in the December 1980 issue of McCALL'S.)

The Katherine Forrester Vigneras Series:
   THE SMALL RAIN
   PRELUDE  [revised portion of THE SMALL RAIN]
   A SEVERED WASP            Mimi Oppenheimer, Suzy Austin [Davidson],
                             Dave Davidson, (Emily Gregory), (Philippa
                             Hunter) 

Miscellaneous Related Novels:
   THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SUN   Theron Renier
   AND BOTH WERE YOUNG         Philippa Hunter
   A WINTER'S LOVE             Mimi Oppenheimer, Virginia Bowen
   CAMILLA  [revision of CAMILLA DICKINSON]  Frank Rowan

Unrelated (as far as I know) Novels:
   ILSA
   THE LOVE LETTERS

Biblical stories:
   THE JOURNEY WITH JONAH
   THE SPHINX AT DAWN

Miscellaneous:
   18 WASHINGTON SQUARE  [play]
   INTERGALACTIC P.S. 3  [I don't know what this is; I've only seen one
                          citation for it.]

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 04:37:52 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Madeleine L'Engle's _A Wrinkle in Time_ series

boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>[. . .]
>Biblical stories:
>   THE JOURNEY WITH JONAH
>   THE SPHINX AT DAWN

At least one more belongs in this section: STONE FOR A PILLOW.  There might
be even more, but this is the only one I know the title of.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 16:56:47 GMT
From: eeb1@ellis.uchicago.edu (e elizabeth bartley)
Subject: Re: Madeleine L'Engle's _A Wrinkle in Time_ series

scott@cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter) writes:
>boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>>[. . .]
>>Biblical stories:
>>   THE JOURNEY WITH JONAH
>>   THE SPHINX AT DAWN
>
>At least one more belongs in this section: STONE FOR A PILLOW.  There
>might be even more, but this is the only one I know the title of.

_Many Waters_ fits in this category as well as the Murry family category.

E. Elizabeth Bartley
eeb1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 12:50:35 GMT
From: pjj@cs.man.ac.uk (Pete Jinks)
Subject: Pratchett

For all you Pratchett fans:

I recently came across a short story by him, "The Hades Business" (nothing
to do with the discworld, but with a similar sense of humour) in "The
Unfriendly Future", edited by Tom Boardman Jr.

The bad news is that my copy was published in 1965 (in the UK).

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 00:38:59 GMT
From: raburng@prism.cs.orst.edu (raburn greg alan)
Subject: Re: Wyrd Sisters (flame bait)*SPOILER* for _Sourcery_

>Yup, I liked it too.  I also liked _Equal_Rites_, which everyone else
>agrees is boring.  I also disliked Sourcery.

Actually, I loved all the books, but was greatly disappointed by
_Pyramids_.  I thought the Egyptian-like story and mythology was somewhat
out of place.  If we've already been told that the Gods of Diskworld live
on that huge mountain in the center, where do these new Egyptian gods fit
in?  Are they really gods?  Admittedly, Diskworld is a world where magic is
so thick that anything can happen, but still, I was disappointed.

Also, I've been hearing about this book, _Good_Omens_, and it sounds great.
Is there any way I can get it here in the states?

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 19:15:59 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: *SPOILER* for _Sourcery_

raburng@prism.cs.orst.edu (Raburn Greg Alan) writes:
>Actually, I loved all the books, but was greatly disappointed by
>_Pyramids_.  I thought the Egyptian-like story and mythology was somewhat
>out of place.  If we've already been told that the Gods of Diskworld live
>on that huge mountain in the center, where do these new Egyptian gods fit
>in?  Are they really gods?  ...

It was made fairly explicit that except for the king, the gods of Pyramids
did not fit in. They didn't show up until the old country was in a pocket
universe of its own.

>Also, I've been hearing about this book, _Good_Omens_, and it sounds
>great.  Is there any way I can get it here in the states?

It is great. You could try to borrow it from the Moorhead Public Library.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 17:29:09 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine29.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Hyperion

rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan) writes:
>While we are on the subject of Hyperion/Fall of Hyperion, who designed
>those damned cruciforms anyway? Are they connected to the AI UI? I can see
>how the AI's could get very efficient computing power by converting human
>beings into zombies and using their neurons full- time instead of the
>inefficient use everytime a human accessed a farcaster portal. But why the
>need for the mechanical resurrection, etc?

My understanding was that they were designed by the Core for just the
purpose you describe. I believe it was somewhere near the end of the second
book, when one of the characters is summing up what the Core have done and
what their plans are, that it's mentioned that they designed a symbiote
that would keep people alive etc. Sorry, don't have the exact reference.
The mechanical resurrection means that you don't have to worry about
reproduction, population control, or any of that other nasty technical
stuff.

draphsor@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 16:52:35 GMT
From: SYSMEST@gecrdvm1.crd.ge.com
Subject: Re: S.M. Stirling's Stone Dogs

plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown) says:
>It also seemed somewhat contrived that after Yolande told Marya about the
>Stone Dogs project that she was able to get away and did exactly what
>Yolande predicted she would do.

It was contrived, Yolande told Marya about the Stone Dogs and then provided
her with a means of escape so the Alliance would find out about them.
Because the Alliance would know of the Stone Dogs, the Domination was
forced to "use'em or lose'em".  This was Yolande's plan, to force the
Dominations leaders into the final (on Earth anyway) conflict with with
the Alliance.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Berger & Bujold & Card (3 msgs) &
                         Cook (2 msgs) & Daley & Garrett & 
                         Laumer & L'Engle & Platt & 
                         Tepper (5 msgs) & Obituary

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 18:02:04 GMT
From: richard@almond.cs.brandeis.edu (Richard Congdon)
Subject: Re: Thomas Berger's _Arthur Rex_

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Barbarisi) writes:
> Has anyone out there read Thomas Berger's _Arthur Rex_?  How does it fit
> in to the world of Arthurian myths?  I understand it is a re-telling of
> the tale. In what way does Berger do this?  I just read _Little Big Man_
> and found it to be a great story, well told.  Does _Arthur Rex_ compare
> well to _Little Big Man_?  What I'm trying to say is: Should I plunk down
> $10 for this book?  Questions, questions, questions...

Arthur Rex is yet another retelling of Arthurian myth. The characters are
more human (i.e. imperfect), not to mention more bawdy, than other books.
In as much as the story is well written, I would think it would be worth
the $10, but if you are looking for a different slant (a la MZB), perhaps
not.

Richard Congdon
Brandeis University Computer Science
617/736-2717

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 01:50:31 GMT
From: msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Bujold! (was Re: Phoning Authors)

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>>   I did start with _Falling Free_, and I didn't really like it. (Too
>>much of a sympathy plot for me; I prefer more of a moral middle ground.)
>>Could someone recommend another book by Bujold that does NOT involve her
>>main character?  I don't like to read series.
>
>Just one.  Her main character, Miles Vorkosigan, is the protagonist in all
>but two books.  Those two are _Shards of Honor_ and _Ethan of Athos_.

Um, well, _Falling Free_ DOESN'T have Miles Vorkosigan in it.  It predates
Miles by about 2 to 3 hundred years.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 17:48:23 GMT
From: jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu (John Sloan)
Subject: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

I'm a tad late in finally getting around to reading _Speaker for the Dead_,
Orson Scott Card's sequel to _Ender's Game_, so I apologize if this has all
be hashed over before.

Did it strike anyone else that both EG and SFTD are the Old and New
Testaments, with Ender Wiggen playing all the really good male roles (and
the Holy Spirit courtesy of Jane)?

Anyone come across a copy of the third installment, _Xenocide_, yet?  Locus
reviewed it this month.

John Sloan
NCAR/SCD
P. O. Box 3000
Boulder CO 80307 USA
+1 303 497 1243
jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 18:46:38 GMT
From: marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl Jr.)
Subject: Re: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu (John Sloan) writes:
>I'm a tad late in finally getting around to reading _Speaker for the
>Dead_, Orson Scott Card's sequel to _Ender's Game_, so I apologize if this
>has all be hashed over before.
>
>Did it strike anyone else that both EG and SFTD are the Old and New
>Testaments, with Ender Wiggen playing all the really good male roles (and
>the Holy Spirit courtesy of Jane)?

It didn't occur to me.  What details of the stories support your theory?

>Anyone come across a copy of the third installment, _Xenocide_, yet?
>Locus reviewed it this month.

I suppose this will be the Book of Mormon?  :-)

(Note: I know almost nothing about Mormons, so the above joke may not be
meaningful.  Apologies if I've offended anyone.)

Do I remember reading here that OSC is Mormon?

Marshall

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 08:37:31 GMT
From: cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au (Kith Kanan)
Subject: Orsen Scott Card?

I read and liked "Ender's Game" and have heard about some other books by
him. Are they as good as the one above, better, worse?  I think there is
another one about alien invasion that I would be interested in.

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 17:01:41 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Re:  "The Glittering Stone" by Glen Cook - help

As far as I know, the next Glen Cook "Black Company" book is still being
written.  At one point some months ago, a start on it was apparently
scrapped and a fresh start made.

The next GC book out will be a "Garrett" book; I've seen the cover, but the
book has been moved from Jan 91 to Apr 91 to Jun 91 to Sep 91 (I think I
have the sequence correct; anyway, according to Glen himself this past
Saturday, September is the correct current release date).

Cheers,
Rich

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 23:23:32 GMT
From: cargo@cherry04.cray.com (David S. Cargo)
Subject: Re: "The Glittering Stone" by Glenn Cook - help

When I talked to Glen Cook at Minicon (over Easter), he said that he was
and has been working on the 3rd book of the south.  Because of a change in
employment, his typical rate of production (3 books per year) has been
drastically reduced.  He said that he has written the first half of the 3rd
book of the south at least twice, and scrapped it because he didn't like
how it was going.  He is really and truly working on it, but other projects
contracted for take priority.

(He used to work on an assembly line for light trucks.  He had time to
think of a sentence while doing his work, and then write it down between
trucks.  Then, on his vacations he would edit his manuscripts.  He could do
three books a year that way.  Now he works at a different plant at a
different job that doesn't allow him to write like that.)

David S. Cargo
cargo@escargot.cray.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 91 23:09:24 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Daley

   One of my favorite modern SF/Space Opera series has been Brian Daley's
Hobart Floyt/Alacrity Fitzhugh novels (Requiem for a Ruler of Worlds, Jinx
on a Terran Inheritance, and Fall of the White Ship Avatar). Does anyone
know if Daley is planning on continuing this series, and, if so, when the
next book can be expected?

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 18:29:00 GMT
From: GAFFEN_A@ctstateu.bitnet
Subject: RANDALL GARRETT & VICKI ANN HEYDRON

Hello all.

I'm new at this too - but I wanted to add my two cents worth.

Have any of you read/heard of _The Gandalara Cycle_ by Randall Garrett and
Vicki Ann Heydron?  It is an intruiging series - the main premise is that
two people of the current time are somehow transported to prehistoric
Earth, not in body but mind.  Most of the action focuses on Ricardo Carillo
a/k/a Rikardon a/k/a Markasset.  Most of the books are written in the 1st
person.

But it is fairly interesting reading.

Adam Gaffen
Bitnet%"Gaffen_A@CTSTATEU"

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 19:26:12 GMT
From: BILLW@mathom.cisco.com (William "Chops" Westfield)
Subject: Laumer and Retief...

A long time ago someone mentioned that there was a pre-CDT reteif story
that explained the origin of Reteif.  Does anyone know the name of this
story, or where it can be found?

Thanks.

Bill W

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 19:04:38 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Madeleine L'Engle's _A Wrinkle in Time_ series

You might also be interested in her [auto?]biographical "The Summer of the
Great-Grandmother" for some insights into which pieces of her writings are
autobiographical or taken from her own family history.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 11:45:44 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: THE SILICON MAN by Charles Platt

		     THE SILICON MAN by Charles Platt
     Bantam Spectra Special Editions, 1991, ISBN 0-553-28950-0, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   One of my major complaints with "cyberpunk" (whatever that is) is that
it is usually written in something not quite resembling English.  (One has
only to look at Greg Bear's QUEEN OF ANGELS as a recent example of what I'm
talking about.)  Now at last someone is writing something about computers,
technology, and the future that's readable.

   James Bayley is an FBI agent investigating the illegal trade in guns
(and other more interesting weapons).  Unfortunately, he accidentally
discovers more than hot guns - he discovers a secret project that some
scientists are working on.  Well, it's not quite secret; the secret is how
far along they've actually gotten.  The project involves putting
consciousness into a computer, and lucky Bayley discovers that he is going
to end up in the forefront of science.  Only one catch: the procedure kills
the subject.

   Platt draws an interesting picture of life inside a computer.  Whether
it's accurate, who knows?  But it is original; Platt has not made a carbon
copy (silicon copy?) of all the other cyberpunk visions.  And he makes it
real, makes it convincing, makes it logical.  The style is straightforward,
without all the "eye hits" that are supposed to characterize cyberpunk.
And it has substance as well - Platt makes us think about the consequences
of the changes our society is going through.  The only flaw is the final
chapter - why on Earth this was tacked on to the end of a book that was
perfectly fine without it I cannot understand.  I suppose someone decided
it was more "commercial" or "palatable" with it.  I still wholeheartedly
recommend THE SILICON MAN - just stop at page 247.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 04:14:53 GMT
From: stephens@slc5.lat.oz.au (Philip J Stephens)
Subject: Re: Sherri Tepper

nf0n+@andrew.cmu.edu (Nicolas J. Feidt) writes:
>Does anyone know the tittle of Tepper's last Books and if they are any
>good. I am also looking for any information about her.

 Sheri's last two books are entitled:
 "The Gate to Women's Country"
 "Grass"

 In my opinion, all of Sheri Tepper's books are worthy of a read.  My
personal favorite is "The Enigma Score", with the True Game series ("The
True Game", "The Chronicles of Mavin Manyshaped", "Jinian
Footseer"/"Dervish Daughter"/"Jinian Star-eye") coming in a very close
second.  Another book of hers, "The Awakeners", is also very good.

*** MINOR SPOILERS FOLLOW ***

 All of her novels deal with human civilizations that have settled down on
different planets and changed into something quite different to our own.
Her earlier books dealt with civilizations that had been around for many
centuries (and hence are more fantasy than science fiction), whereas her
later books are focusing on much newer civilizations (and hence are more
science fiction than fantasy).
 I personally lean towards her fantasy-type efforts more than her
science-fiction efforts (excluding "The Enigma Score" of course), but all
her books are very imaginative pieces of work.  I heartily recommend all of
them.

Philip J. Stephens
La Trobe University
Melbourne Australia

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 21:25:27 GMT
From: jallen@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Joseph Allen)
Subject: Re: Sheri Tepper

wshunn%wolsely.utah.edu@cs.utah.edu (William Shunn) writes:
>> Does anyone know the tittle of Tepper's last Books and if they are any
>> good. I am also looking for any information about her.
>
>Read GRASS.  It is excellent.  It has been compared to DUNE (but,
>thankfully, not to its sequels).  It is also a very attractive paperback.

Well I'll respond to that.  I agree with at least one thing: the cover art
is nice.  When I read the book, however, I felt somewhat cheated.

The story starts out pretty cool.  You've got the basic mysterious planet
with mysterious aliens and an oppressive church.  Fine.  Then it turns into
feminist trash (and the book does have the Marion Zimmer Bradly review of
approval).

The main character is an emotional female, which is fine, but she's a
_perfect_ emotional female.  No personality growth is needed.  She does
lots of soul searching but it always turns out that the rest of the
universe is the problem, not her.  It's very annoying because the story is
even set up right for personality growth of the main character.  Tepper
could have had the main character change somewhat to make her marriage more
enjoyable.  She could have explored the mother/son relationship.  She could
have explored the mother-daughter love/hate relationship.  None of this
happens except to show that the main character is perfect.

And of course, when I say the rest of the universe, I mean the men.  Both
the main character's religion and the oppressive religion are male
dominated.  The evil aliens remain conveniently sexless and they only
destroy female riders.  The only males in the main character's life which
aren't a problem are her son and her horses, both which she emotionally
dominates.  Well, ok, actually a few men in the book were ok, but the only
women in the book which weren't were the main character's daughter (who got
her personality from her father) and her husband's lover.

The nice aliens were neat but somewhat unbelievable (stupid).  The plague
was neat but it was somewhat unbelievable that it took so long (450 pages)
to figure it out.  I would have liked the book even with its feminism if
the story was good, but it was nothing special.

Am I being a little biased?  Well maybe... the previous book I read was
_Golden_Witchbreed_ which was much worse.

Joe Allen
jallen@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 03:59:55 GMT
From: raburng@prism.cs.orst.edu (raburn greg alan)
Subject: Re: Sherri Tepper

I also highly recommend her Horror books, _Blood Heritage_ and _The Bones_.
I personally think that they are better written than most of the books by
the predominantly Horror-writers (Clive Barker, Stephen King, etc.).

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 19:06:42 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Sherri Tepper

raburng@prism.cs.orst.edu (Raburn Greg Alan) writes:
>I also highly recommend her Horror books, _Blood Heritage_ and _The
>Bones_.  I personally think that they are better written than most of the
>books by the predominantly Horror-writers (Clive Barker, Stephen King,
>etc.).

   I have to admit that I found Badger (the husband) to be possibly the
single stupidest male character in the history of horror. If

SPOILER WARNING!!!!!!!

   my current wife had stopped the demon my previous wife had unleashed
from devouring me and my son, and, after we moved to a new home, she
started saying "This is a Bad Place", my reaction would *not* be "Gosh,
dear, don't be a silly." It just seems MCPish to ignore a proven "witch's"
warning, especially when she has skills you've seen *work*.

   Actually, 'The Bones' reminded me a bit of 'Bewitched', with the idiot
alpha male husband taking a dim view of magic for no good reason.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 22:23:24 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Sheri Tepper

jallen@eeserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (Joseph Allen):
>>Read GRASS.  It is excellent.  It has been compared to DUNE...
>
>Well I'll respond to that.  I agree with at least one thing: the cover art
>is nice.  When I read the book, however, I felt somewhat cheated.  The
>story starts out pretty cool, then it turns into feminist trash.

I was also disappointed in this book, though not for the same reasons.  It
had neither engaging characters (as the True Game trilogies did) nor was it
thought-provoking, like "Raising the Stones".  Rather, it's essentially a
'puzzle' book, with a silly and far-fetched puzzle.

(And when I see a book compared to Dune or to Lord of the Rings, I
generally lower my expectations accordingly.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 14:21:00 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Author Joyce Ballou Gregorian dead at 44

Joyce Ballou Gregorian Hampshire died of cancer on Monday, April 29th; she
was 44.

Mrs. Hampshire lived a remarkably full and varied life; according to her
*Boston Globe* obituary, she was vice president of her family's rug
business; president of the Armenian Library and Museum of America;
president of Al Khamsa, the national organization of breeders of Arabian
horses; a soprano, harpsichordist, and composer of ballads for guitar and
lute; and a lecturer on Armenian and Mideast topics.

She also wrote a very enjoyable fantasy trilogy, "The Broken Citadel",
"Castledown", and "The Great Wheel".  I think the first two of these books
are superb, and well repay reading*.  They are set in a very
vividly-imagined fantasy world based on the legendary Middle East.  (The
*Globe* obit describes them as "the adventures of a young Newton [Mass.]
woman in Arabia and Persia", which tells you something about the Globe.]
Gregorian's books are unusual in that the protagonists' errors have real
consequences: when the hero doesn't get to the right place at the right
time, he misses an important meeting and loses his kingdom as a result.

Gregorian wasn't as prolific as many writers, but what she wrote was
choice.  I'm sorry there won't be any more.
                                         
*I was disappointed by the third; it seemed hasty, and some major
characters changed radically without what I considered sufficient
rationale.

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Nightfall (3 msgs) & Total Recall (4 msgs) &
                   Star Wars (2 msgs) & 2001 (2 msgs) &
                   Terminator II & Batman II & Requests (2 msgs) &
                   Attack of the Killer Tomatoes &
                   Deathstalker 2 & Asylum (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 02:12:58 GMT
From: msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: "Nightfall"

et891856@levels.sait.edu.au writes:
>Has anyone read the novel version of "Nightfall" by Isaac Asimov and
>Robert Silverberg?  Is it worth buying ?  Also has the final book of the
>Robert Silverberg trilogy starting with "at winter's end' out ?

Not really in reply, but wasn't there a movie based on Nightfall?  How long
ago was it?  was it ever released on video?  WAS IT ANY GOOD?

Mark Smith
msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 12:41:21 GMT
From: dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David P Brennan)
Subject: Re: "Nightfall"

msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>Not really in reply, but wasn't there a movie based on Nightfall?  How
>long ago was it?  was it ever released on video?  WAS IT ANY GOOD?

Yeah, there *WAS* a movie made of nightfall, and it was arguably the worst
piece of trash *I've* ever seen (even worse than _Plan 9 from Outer Space_
if you can believe that) I was working at a video store at the time, so it
didn't cost me anything to look at it, thankfully.

All I can remember about it was that David Birney (Meridith Baxter's
husband) was in it and there was some silly love interest nonsense thrown
in, too. I've been trying to blot it out of my memory.  Aaaack! Watch only
if you dare.

Dave Brennan
UPitt SLIS
dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 23:40:38 GMT
From: tnaj2@ccvax.iastate.edu (Brian J. Cerveny)
Subject: Re: "Nightfall"

msmith@att3b2.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>Not really in reply, but wasn't there a movie based on Nightfall?  How
>long ago was it?  was it ever released on video?  WAS IT ANY GOOD?

Someone commented on on the movie version of Nightfall in the March 1991
issue of IAsfm.  Apparently the movie version is far removed from the
quality and storyline of the novel.  Asimov responded, saying that
Doubleday sold the book "to people who turned out to be total incompetents.
I was never consulted in either the sale or the making of the film, and I
presume that those who made it are now back in their playpens with their
crayons and Mamma-dolls."

Needless to say, Asimov wasn't too happy with the movie either.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 16:12:00 GMT
From: CVITEK@drew.bitnet (Bart Simpson)
Subject: Total Recall - Reality or not?

>Having now watched Total Recall about six times, and obtaining the video,
>I am now convinced the entire film IS his Rekall Implant dream.  How does
>everyone else feel about it ?

I remember hearing somewhere that at the very end of the home video, after
all the credits have been run, and perhaps after a small blurb of static,
there is a short segment in which Quaid wakes up from the Total Recall
chair in the lab, thus indicating the whole thing was an implant.  Having
never seen it myself, I can't confirm or deny it.  Has anyone out there
checked this out?  I assume not that many people actually stay around to
watch all of the end credits, so it is not something easily caught.
Perhaps it was in the theatre as well, except people just left.  From the
person I heard it from, though, I got the impression it was somehing they
added to the home video.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 22:48:00 GMT
From: mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (mathew)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or Not?

Ryan Mathews writes:
>I think the evidence is contradictory. The overwhelming majority says it
>is a dream, IMHO. However, that doesn't explain the nightmares Quaid has
>at the beginning of the film.

I thought they were just regular nightmares. There's nothing in the
nightmare which is either realistic, or something which Quaid couldn't have
known from (say) TV coverage.

The fact that the nightmare recurs again when he is subjected to the Rekall
process isn't surprising; only with Rekall, he gets more detail.

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 91 18:58:57 GMT
From: ronin@ronin.sbi.com (Barry Wright)
Subject: Re:  Total Recall - dream or reality

As I attempted to say during the recent discussion on Star Wars as
Arthurian Analogy, it's a lot of _fun_ to project one's favorite theories
and mythic frameworks onto a work of fiction, but it's pushing it a bit to
imagine that they're true, or that they map to the author's favorite
theories and mythic frameworks.

I think the whole _point_ of the film's/story's abiguity was to point out
the fine line between dream and "reality," as in the koan, "I dreamed I was
a butterfly, but awakened to wonder whether I was a butterfly dreaming I
was a man dreaming I was a butterfly."  This fine line between perception
and "reality" is a recurring theme throughout much of Dick's work
(Bladerunner: "Have you ever taken that test _yourself_, Mr. Deckerd?"), as
it is in many of the Eastern books he used as source materials.

So, although it's great fun to speculate, don't expect to get any final
answers.  After all, since the film _begins_ with a dream (the scene on
Mars where Quaid's helmet glass shatters), one could make a case that he
never really wakes up and the entire film is a part of _that_ dream.  Then
again, perhaps he's really on Mars, dying, and the opening dream sequence
(and its dreams within dreams) is just his dying fantasy as the air in his
space suit expires.  Then again...

Barry Wright
ronin@ronin.sbi.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 23:30:00 GMT
From: mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (mathew)
Subject: Re: Total Recall - Reality or not?

>I remember hearing somewhere that at the very end of the home video, after
>all the credits have been run, and perhaps after a small blurb of static,
>there is a short segment in which Quaid wakes up from the Total Recall
>chair in the lab, thus indicating the whole thing was an implant.  Having
>never seen it myself, I can't confirm or deny it.  Has anyone out there
>checked this out?  I assume not that many people actually stay around to
>watch all of the end credits, so it is not something easily caught.
>Perhaps it was in the theatre as well, except people just left.  From the
>person I heard it from, though, I got the impression it was somehing they
>added to the home video.

It certainly wasn't at the end of the movie, in either the US or UK
releases.  I've not seen the video.

I always watch right to the end of the credits. Sometimes there's good
stuff; for example, the Airplane movies (and all the other Zucker brothers
movies), Gremlins II, Monty Python's Life of Brian...

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 17:26:00 GMT
From: LRODRIGU@drew.bitnet ("Lisa @}--}---")
Subject: Re: Star Wars Theories

JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet writes:
>  I saw the discussion of Star Wars name origins, and I have to ask this
> one.  Did Chewbacca's name come from a contraction of "Chewing Tobacco"?

I read a *long* time ago (so my memory may be fuzzy on this) that Lucas got
Chewbacca's name from his young child's pronunciation of some word.  If it
wasn't Chewbacca, it was one of the other strange names or languages he
used.

Lisa A. Rodriguez
lrodrigu@drew.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 17:41:23 GMT
From: 6600cafa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (JL SYNTH)
Subject: Star Wars - New Info!

Hello Fans!

According to Sunday April 14th Los Angeles Times, Bantam Books will release
"Heir To The Empire" in June.  The hardback, written by Timothy Zahn, is
episode #7.  This is fully authorized by George Lucas.  Episodes 8 and 9
will be released within the next few years.  Rumors are that this is the
rebirth of the hype for the next Star Wars movies.  Episodes 1-3 are
scheduled (confirmed in Lucasfilm magazine) to be filmed sometime this
decade.  Insiders say May of 1997 is a probable release date, which marks
the 20th anniversary of the release of Star Wars: A New Hope.

Jason

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 12:30:52 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00tjbowman@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: Space odyssey Question

Could someone please e-mail me some answers?

I've seen 2001 and 2010 (and read both) and have just read 2061.  Any plans
for a movie (2061) and any news as to whether there will be further books
in the sequel? I figured something like 20,001 from somewhere.

Thanks before-hand.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 91 05:17:50 GMT
From: gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu (Haydon)
Subject: Re: Space Odyssey Question

00tjbowman@bsu-ucs.uucp writes:
>I've seen 2001 and 2010 (and read both) and have just read 2061.  Any
>plans for a movie (2061) and any news as to whether there will be further
>books in the sequel? I figured something like 20,001 from somewhere.

A 2061 movie?!!?? UGH! Seriously, I thought 2061 was the STV of the whole
series. It ruined all the rather nice setup of the Epilogue of 2010. I
would prefer they do a 20001 based on the aforementioned epilogue (Europans
have developed intelligence, humanity has colonized just about everything
else, Monolith guards Europa.) I mean, Floyd in a Monolith is completely
unnecessary and the whole plot was rather stupid, I thought. Anyway, that's
enough raving.

Donald Morris
Box 24815
Ga. Tech Station
Atlanta, GA 30332
gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu
vapspze@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 91 15:23:15 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: Terminator II - an update

From today's (4/18/91) Chicago Tribune "Inc." column:

The cost of "Terminator II: Judgement Day" is now rumored to be as high as
$104 million, and that doesn't even count advertising.  Three teams of
editors are now working nonstop to see that it's ready for the July 3
release date.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 20:57:28 GMT
From: ST1450@siucvmb.bitnet (Steve Fellows)
Subject: Batman II information request

The treasurer of the Canberra (Australia) Science Fiction Society has asked
me if there is any truth to the rumor that the Canberran comedy team The
Doug Anthony All Stars will play the Penguin's henchmen in Batman II.  I
haven't heard anything about it, but if anyone out there has, please let me
know.

Thank you.

Steve Fellows
Bitnet:   ST1450@SIUCVMB
Internet: ST1450@siucvmb.cdale.siu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 15:26:48 GMT
From: DANIGR%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Question

Does anyone remember a movie in which women dominated society and
controlled the men with some sort of drug that was mixed in with their
gruel that made them docile and afraid of women? It was a really strange
movie, it indicated that there wasn't that sort of communities all over the
place.  Only the 'civilized' towns were like that. The men were called
'dinks' and they were like cattle and bought for breeding purposes. I was
confused about that.  Would a household with females as the leader give
birth to a female child and cherish it and yet forsake a male baby with the
same breath? The entire movie confused me.

Ginger R. Daniel
DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 15:26:48 GMT
From: DANIGR%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Question

Another confusing movie was one about the future with the women on some
sort of mechanical 'dial-a-birth control-injection' type thing. There were
no married people in the society and everyone 'engaged' everyone. Massive
drugs were given out to keep down v.d. and also drugs were given out for
every purpose under the sun. Natural conception was looked down upon and
therefore cloning was the way new people came to be.  Once a woman got
pregnant and was an outcast and had to go hide in the woods.  The movie
seemed to be set in perhaps the early to late 70's.

Ginger R. Daniel
DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 07:20:15 GMT
From: ajg1@ukc.ac.uk (A.J.Garde)
Subject: Tomatoes

  Does anyone out there know if the third film in the Killer Tomato
sequence was actually made? The trilogy should be:

      1. Attack of the Killer Tomatoes
      2. Return of the Killer Tomatoes
   ** 3. Killer Tomatoes go to France **  (or some such title)

Was this third film ever made? If not, is there any chance of it going into
production? Do any of you in the UK know if (and where) the first two are
available for sale on video?

If you have not seen the first two Tomato films, do yourself a treat and
watch them sometime. You won't regret it.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 17:14:09 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Deathstalker 2 / DEATHSTALKER II

lev@rsdps.gsfc.nasa.gov (Brian S. Lev) writes:
>ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney) writes:
[lots of text deleted]
>> Okay it doesn't spoil the storyline - it is merely a technical hitch,
>> not as bad as that film in which Vikings were seen wearing wristwatches!
>> or DeathStalker 2 a fighting fantasy film in which an old van can be
>> *clearly* seen behind an Amazon's encampment!
>
> I'm not sure I've got the right film (heck, maybe I'll rent it on the way
> home to double-check!), but wasn't MOST of Deathstalker 2 a spoof of
> those types of films?  I vaguely remember things like the Amazons' test
> of the hero breaking down (IMHO!) into a professional wrestling match,
> complete with Queen Kong, bloopers for the end credits, weird
> non-sequiturs and "goofs" throughout, if I'm remembering the right film,
> I'm DEFINITELY renting it!!! FUN.

   "DEATHSTALKER II" was most definitely done for laughs.  Four fiths of
the cast got their jobs in it solely because of their bra measurements;
heck, the leading lady, "Monique Gabrielle," can't even read a line; she
makes Tanya Roberts look like a Diana Rigg-grade RADA graduate.  (Actually,
"Gabrielle"'s physical acting, her control of facial expressions and body
language, are quite good; all she really needs is a high-school education
and a good voice coach, and about two years of hard practice.)
   It's a hell of a note when I rent a movie full of pretty ladies and
spend most of my attention on the male leads, simply because *they* can act
well enough to deliver a line without getting their tongues tangled in
their teeth.  (Note that John Terlesky, the lead, is now working in
"PARADISE" on TV.)
   Much of the "DEATHSTALKER II" script was sufficiently clever to be
amusing and interesting; but, it takes far too much work to dredge it out
of the garbage-mouthed delivery provided by the film's "stars."  I rented
it after having seen a chopped-down version on TV, and it was worth the
trouble, for one showing.  A couple of sequences stick out - the pan shot
at the bar, introducing the variegated felons who've been hired to kill
Terlesky's character, the lovely collection of bloopers under the end
credits, the dialog during several of the fight scenes...
   I wouldn't be surprised if there were an X-rated version of this film
lying around somewhere, which would explain the acting ability of most of
the female leads.
   But it *is* funny, and I'm not embarrassed to admit having enjoyed it.
For a one-dollar rental tape, it wasn't a rip-off.
   (And there are a great many more (probably purposeful!) anachronisms
than just the van mentioned above, sort of like that sequence in "WIZARDS
AND WARRIORS" when the good wizard lights his pipe with a butane lighter.)

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 02:39:16 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: ASYLUM -- anyone seen this (was it any good) ?

Back in the early 70's (that golden age of Gothic TV Horror, at least in
the U.S.) there was a cinema film released called ASYLUM.  Among the
features I remember from its previews were

  A toy soldier walking up behind someone's neck (seated) and jabbing them
  with a needle

  Assorted body parts wrapped in burlap, lying on the floor and, and, and
  MOVING (eek!)

  Some old person in a drape-wrapped room, looking up at a suspicious sound

  An enormous human shadow approaching, with great, ominous, slow and
  echoing footsteps, the side of a two-storey asylum-like building at night

Anyone remember what this was all about?

I never saw the film (too young), but I remember that the previews
themselves scared the hell out of me, especially the moving body parts.

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 16:32:07 GMT
From: JCT110@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: ASYLUM -- anyone seen this (was it any good) ?

ASYLUM is a very good film; it was written by Robert Bloch, and was one of
the many multiple-tale movies Hammer Films made during the late 60s early
70s.  It's been a while since I've seen it, unfortunately, but the movie
lived up to its trailer.

Jim Thomas
Penn State Univ.

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 04:42:21 GMT
From: acsls@menudo.uh.edu (Eddie McCreary)
Subject: Re: ASYLUM -- anyone seen this (was it any good) ?

A wonderful film if you like good horror!!  I remember seeing it on an all
night movie marathon a _long_ time ago.  If memory serves, which it
infrequently does, it starred Peter Cushing, Herber Lom, and Charlottte
Rampling.  I believe the structure of the film was Cushing as the head of
the asylum and was telling the story of each patient in the violent ward to
a promising new doctor(???).  One of the patients was Lom who built these
anatomically correct dolls and could project his will into one and walk
around the asylum.  One reason I thought it was so good was that it was
written by Robert Bloch.

Was this done by Hammer or is it after they went under??

Eddie McCreary
University of Houston
EMcCreary@uh.edu
EMcCreary@UHOU

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			  Films - Dune (16 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 11:53:56 GMT
From: djs654@csc1.anu.edu.au
Subject: DUNE (9hrs)

Has anyone heard anthing about the possibility of an extended (uncut)
version of DUNE existing.  I read on a smaller national group something
suggesting that almost 9 hours of coherent material existed but for obvious
reasons was never circulated to the movie houses.  Could someone please
comment on the accuracy of the rumor and where if at all one could get a
copy of such a miraculous peice.

Darren Sutton
Dept of Physics & Theoretical Physics
Australian National University	     
G.P.O. Box 4			     
Canberra    ACT   2601		     
Australia			     
djs654@csc.anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 20:58:54 GMT
From: tlynch@tybalt.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: _Heretics of Dune_ and _ChapterHouse Dune_

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu (Demosthenes) writes:
>tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>> They certainly weren't cash-ins on the film - Herbert didn't even think
>> the film was all that good.  (He's got an essay about it somewhere. I
>> know it appears in his collection _Eye_.)  The last two books managed to
>> restore the faith that the film had reduced to slag.  :-)
>
>Hey, excuse me. I _liked_ the film. Even after I read the book, I still
>couldn't understand what the heck people disliked about the film.

I think I like the film better than many people, but I didn't think it was
particularly good.  What didn't I like?

1) David Lynch's vision of the future was of something noisy, oily, steam-
driven, ugly, etc.  That's a vision that I never connected with the Dune
future, and still think is inappropriate.

2) The weirding modules.  These were a REALLY stupid idea in my opinion;
the whole reason that the Emperor was worried in the first place was that
the Atreides had managed to build up a highly trained fighting force that
were the equal of the Sardaukar.  Having that gadget stand in for the
motivating and training skills of Duncan and Gurney (both WOEFULLY
underused in the film) really annoyed me.

3) Emphasis of Rabban over Feyd, and generally making all the Harkonnens
look like buffoons.  Both Vladimir and Feyd-Rautha were supposed to be
master schemers, not bumbling idiots who shouted nonsense.

4) The ending.  The whole point of the novel was that (as I think Herbert
himself has commented) Paul was not a god, but a man playing god.  To have
him be able to make it rain with a word was just silly.

Those are my main objections.  I did like a few other things, like:

1) In general, the casting was quite good.  (McMillan as Vladimir Harkonnen
was an exception, at least for me, but the rest of them were good.)

2) Many of the visuals were quite nice.

3) Quite enjoyable music for the most part.

But I thought they emphasized many of the wrong characters, neglected many
of the good ones, and changed the entire focus of the novel.  Not pleasant.

Tim
BITNET:  tlynch@citjuliet
INTERNET:  tlynch@juliet.caltech.edu
UUCP:  ...!ucbvax!tlynch%juliet.caltech.edu@hamlet.caltech.edu
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Date: 29 Apr 91 07:12:10 GMT
From: joeh@physiol.su.oz.au (Joe Hoh)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

djs654@csc.anu.edu.au writes:
> Has anyone heard anthing about the possibility of an extended (uncut)
> version of DUNE existing.  I read on a smaller national group something
> suggesting that almost 9 hours of coherent material existed but for
> obvious reasons was never circulated to the movie houses.  Could someone
> please comment on the accuracy of the rumor and where if at all one could
> get a copy of such a miraculous peice.

Well, Dave Lynch shot a HELL of a lot of film for Dune.  In EYE, Frank
Herbert actually says that there was about 5-6 hours of it, of which 5/8ths
were cut.  The De Laurentiis Corp. had to (of course) get rid of the less
important (?) scenes, such as info about the Sisters, CHOAM, the Guild,
Paul & Chani, Leto and Jessica... The film was eventually reduced to a bare
skeleton.  I remember that there was talk from De Laurentiis about
releasing the uncut version as a miniseries...?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 17:43:47 GMT
From: uw-warp!eskimo!mcgp1!harry@nsr.bioeng.washington.edu (Harry Thiel)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

djs654@csc.anu.edu.au writes:
>Has anyone heard anthing about the possibility of an extended (uncut)
>version of DUNE existing.  I read on a smaller national group something
>suggesting that almost 9 hours of coherent material existed but for
>obvious

I know there is a longer (than theatrical) version of "Dune" that exists.
They showed it on one of the Las Angeles pay TV stations years ago.  I am
not sure how much longer the version is but I think it is about 30 minutes.

Harry J. Thiel

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 19:39:42 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>I know there is a longer (than theatrical) version of "Dune" that exists.
>They showed it on one of the Las Angeles pay TV stations years ago.  I am
>not sure how much longer the version is but I think it is about 30
>minutes.

That's not an uncut version.  That version added some stills and replaced
the narration by Princess Irulan with one by some guy.  I don't think it
added any "filmed" footage.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 21:04:18 GMT
From: pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
> harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>>I know there is a longer (than theatrical) version of "Dune" that exists.
>>They showed it on one of the Las Angeles pay TV stations years ago.  I am
>>not sure how much longer the version is but I think it is about 30
>>minutes.
>
> That's not an uncut version.  That version added some stills and replaced
> the narration by Princess Irulan with one by some guy.  I don't think it
> added any "filmed" footage.

Hmm, interesting mixture of facts here.  The one I saw last year on a Los
Angeles broadcast station (I don't get cable, so it was probably channel 5
or 13) was a two-nighter, about 5 hours total, and it did have some extra
stills (poor artwork), and replaced the Irulan narration with a guy who
sounded like he was reading the academy awards, but there was also quite a
bit of extra "filmed" footage.  I'd like to get a tape of it.

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 23:48:51 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Scott) writes:
[previous postings deleted]
> Hmm, interesting mixture of facts here.  The one I saw last year on a Los
> Angeles broadcast station (I don't get cable, so it was probably channel
> 5 or 13) was a two-nighter, about 5 hours total, and it did have some
> extra stills (poor artwork), and replaced the Irulan narration with a guy
> who sounded like he was reading the academy awards, but there was also
> quite a bit of extra "filmed" footage.  I'd like to get a tape of it.

When watching the long version of DUNE (the independent TV channel
version), it's very easy to determine which scenes involving Fremen were
not in the original theater release. Just watch their eyes.

One of the reasons DUNE took so long in post-production was that the eyes
of all the Fremen had to be colorized so that the whites were blue, which
you may recall is a sign of spice-addiction. When the extra footage was
added to get the TV version of the movie, the necessary extra colorization
was not performed, and so the blue "glow" will appear and disappear from
scene to scene.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 16:32:25 GMT
From: lintz@cis.udel.edu (Brian Lintz)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

iho@akbar.UUCP (Il Oh) writes:
>harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>>I know there is a longer (than theatrical) version of "Dune" that exists.
>>They showed it on one of the Las Angeles pay TV stations years ago.  I am
>>not sure how much longer the version is but I think it is about 30
>>minutes.
>
>That's not an uncut version.  That version added some stills and replaced
>the narration by Princess Irulan with one by some guy.  I don't think it
>added any "filmed" footage.

The version I saw had at least one part of filmed footage added: the fight
to the death between Paul and Jamas (I think that was his name) after Paul
and Jessica were first found by Stilgar. I'm sure this was added because I
remember thinking how stupid it was in the theater that the Fremen would
just accept him and give him the name Usel, "the base of the pillar" for no
reason.

Brian Lintz
lintz@udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 20:17:16 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

Speaking of the Fremen, I've got a minor gripe to air.  The first time we
see the Fremen in the movie, they're seen running through the desert in
loose robes (and no stillsuits).  It looked like a scene straight out of
one of those old testament movies.  I remember thinking to myself, "those
can't be the Fremen.  Fremen would never run around wasting moisture like
that."  Was I mistaken in thinking that they were Fremen?

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 21:10:17 GMT
From: BBEAGAN@cmsa.gmr.com
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

djs654@csc.anu.edu.au writes:
>Has anyone heard anthing about the possibility of an extended (uncut)
>version of DUNE existing.  I read on a smaller national group something
>suggesting that almost 9 hours of coherent material existed but for
>obvious

What a coincidence.  I just dusted off the video cassette containing the TV
extended version and watched it yesterday.  It's definitely not 9 hours in
length, however.  As I recall, I heard rumors of lots of "cutting room
floor" scenes being included into a new version that might be shown as a
mini-series or put out on video.  To the best of my knowledge, there have
not been or ever will be a this new "MEGA" version.

The TV version, however does have about 45min - 1hr of new footage.  As
most of the replies have mentioned, there is the new intro.  This was done
REALLY cheaply.  Some guy narrating the entire history of the universe
(Butlerian Jihad, the Guild, etc.) in about 10 minutes.  All the time were
forced to look at bad drawings of his story - kind of like the art on the
cover of a bad science fantasy novel.

It does have other extra scenes, however.  It could have used even more,
though.  Most of the scenes added are pretty short.  The biggest ones I can
think of are when Paul fights Jamus (don't know how to spell his name) and
the drowning of a worm to produce the water of life.

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 01:27:49 GMT
From: mschmitt@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

In regard to the Dune film versions:

   When the film was released to television (at least where I lived), it
was released with extra footage added in - about 50 minutes worth,
including a very comprehensive introduction that explained things I had
only guessed at or deduced.  It improved on the theatrical release quite a
bit, although it still hacked the book apart, IMHO.  Fortunately, I was on
the ball, and I was able to record it, sans commercials!
   However, I also recently saw an old issue of some film magazine.  This
particular issue was devoted to Dune.  I flipped through, and noticed A LOT
of scenes that were not in EITHER release version - theatrical or TV
extended.  So there is definitely more footage out there.  I have no idea
if there are plans to release it, but it's definitely a good idea.  If
someone out there is really interested in the idea, they should try and get
the address of whoever holds the rights to the film, and get people to
write.

   One other interesting thing - I have noticed at least one scene that was
cut from the film version when put on TV.  Which was just as well,
considering it was one of the most stupid and worthless scenes in the film,
IMHO.  (Baron drops spittle on gagged Lady Jessica's face - what's the
point?)

Matt Schmitt
mschmitt@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 16:57:57 GMT
From: robl@hpnmdla.hp.com (Rob Laddish)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk) writes:
>One of the reasons DUNE took so long in post-production was that the eyes
>of all the Fremen had to be colorized so that the whites were blue, which
>you may recall is a sign of spice-addiction. When the extra footage was
>added to get the Tv version of the movie, the necessary extra colorization
>was not performed, and so the blue "glow" will appear and disappear from
>scene to scene.

   I always thought that this was silly. Why not use colored contact
lenses?  Dune was an *utter* bomb, IMHO. Maybe the super-long version would
be better.  Since I had read the book, I had to explain it to all my
friends.  I thought the sets were very bad. I never got the impression that
we were dealing with families that *ruled* planets. There was no feel of
the enormous wealth involved, and little feel of the power.

Robert Laddish
Hewlett Packard Co.
1400 Fountaingrove Pkwy
Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403
707-577-3767
robl@hpnmd.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 14:45:18 GMT
From: ken@batman.austin.ibm.com (Ken Goach)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

mschmitt@eagle.wesleyan.edu posts:
>One other interesting thing - I have noticed at least one scene that was
>cut from the film version when put on TV.  Which was just as well,
>considering it was one of the most stupid and worthless scenes in the
>film, IMHO.  (Baron drops spittle on gagged Lady Jessica's face - what's
>the point?)

Are you sure that scene was cut? I'll check my tape of the "long" (longer
would be more appropriate) DUNE.

I thought this scene was fine. I think the "point" is:

1. It further reinforces the viewer's disgust towards the Baron
2. It seems he had a thing for Jessica, and that was his way to
   "consumate" it
3. It really wasn't what I would think of when you spit on somone -
   spitting is usually done with a lot of anger/hate as a display
   of contempt. The Baron was very quiet and almost gentle when
   he did it. Weird.
4. It's a Lynch thing to do! There *has* to be some grossness here;
   remember who directed DUNE!

I liked the longer version, but I'd still like to see it all.  The new
intro really helped people who hadn't read the book.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 23:31:09 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

robl@hpnmdla.hp.com (Rob Laddish) writes:
>schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk) writes:
>>One of the reasons DUNE took so long in post-production was that the eyes
>>of all the Fremen had to be colorized so that the whites were blue, which
>>you may recall is a sign of spice-addiction. When the extra footage was
>>added to get the Tv version of the movie, the necessary extra
>>colorization was not performed, and so the blue "glow" will appear and
>>disappear from scene to scene.
>
>  I always thought that this was silly. Why not use colored contact
>lenses? 
 
 Ever worn contact lenses? If so, do you remember how they felt the first
time you put them in your eyes? If not, trust me, it isn't very pleasant.
Giving contact lenses to a bunch of Fremen extras may have been more
trouble than it was worth.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 01:52:57 GMT
From: AORAM@asuacad.bitnet
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

The baron didn't have a "thing" for the lady Jessica.  She was his
daughter, which we later find out in the book.  As for the movie, I'd love
to see all XX number of hours of film they shot. If anyone saw the movie in
the theaters, and picked up the little program they had, you'll see a still
of the garden in the castle Arakeen, (where Jessica recieves a message on
the bottom of a leaf).  What's the longest version anyone has out there?.

Jim Cassidy
Cassidy@envmsa.eas.asu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 08:37:10 GMT
From: ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

You are quite lucky.  I *loved* the film, although it spoiled the book.
The acting was excellent and the direction quite tight considering the
amount cut out.  I haven't seen the longer version but, the continuity in
the shorter version is a bit crap.  Viz: final fight scene between Atreides
and Harkonnen.  The Atreides Mentat, I can't remember his name now (played
by Freddy Jones) is clearly seen behind the emperor (Thufir Hawat - that's
it!) at the beginning but vanishes at some point! In the book he died, but
here... hmmmmm.  

I would love to see the extended remix!  Also, Harah appears in the credits
but not the film! I presume she is in the *long* version!  Not to mention
the Fremen carrying Jamis's body!  Oh well.  Still I had to say I *loved*
the music! I have it on CD and still listen to it regularly!

Laurence

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

    Miscellaneous - Jekyll and Hyde & Subterranean Societies (3 msgs) &
                    25th Anniversary Star Trek Stamp Project &
                    Award Origin & Fanzines (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 15:47:46 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Jekyll and Hyde, Together Again ... and Again ... and Again

	Jekyll and Hyde, Together Again ... and Again ... and Again
		 Review and commentary by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Now that the Dracula/vampire market may finally be saturated (but
there's life in the old boy yet - Fred Saberhagen has just recently come
out with A MATTER OF TASTE, the latest in his Dracula series), and the
Frankenstein following never really got anywhere, and the Phantom's
following seems limited to the Andrew Lloyd Weber musical (though again,
there is a new novel by Susan Kay), writers are looking for new old horror
classics to follow, re-work, and otherwise recycle.  (Well, this is the age
of recycling, both of physical and of literary resources.)  So they turn to
Jekyll and Hyde, who were very popular years ago - probably more film
versions of this story were made than of any other story - but had fallen
by the wayside, and suddenly we have:

   - JEKYLL & HYDE: the musical with music by Frank Wildhorn and lyrics by
     Leslie Bricusse,

   - THE JEKYLL LEGACY: a sequel to the original story by Robert Bloch and
     Andre Norton, and

   - MARY REILLY: a parallel telling of the original story by Valerie
     Martin.

   I will discuss all of these, but first I have a few words about the
original Robert Louis Stevenson story.

   Written in 1886, Stevenson's work might seem to be based on Sigmund
Freud's id and ego, but in fact pre-dates the publication of Freud's works
along those lines.  Stevenson was probably more inspired by the story of
Deacon Brodie, a famous resident of Stevenson's home town of Edinburgh.
During the day Brodie was a highly respected member of the community, a
deacon, and (by profession) a locksmith.  When he visited the upper class
as deacon he could make wax impressions of their keys.  Then at night he
would travel across the rooftops to the houses, sneak in, and rob them.  He
was eventually discovered and hanged.  This "dual personality" may well
have been the inspiration for Stevenson's upright doctor and hedonistic
carouser.

   Unfortunately, through the years the story has acquired a lot of baggage
Stevenson never wrote.  Those familiar with only the film versions may be
surprised to find that Stevenson's character is not romantically involved
with one woman, let alone two (the standard number in the films, it seems),
and does not present his ideas to his associates only to be hooted down.
These have become part of the standard film treatment, and (as you will see
below) have been carried into non-film works as well.

   Another point to note is that the original story is told from the point
of view of Dr. Utterson, and only at the very end, when Jekyll's letter is
read by Utterson, does the reader find out what has been going on.  The
films and all the later literary works reveal to the viewer/reader early on
that Jekyll and Hyde are the same person.  Perhaps this is inevitable - the
story of "Jekyll and Hyde" is familiar even to those who have never read
it, so it isn't as if there could be any surprise for the vast majority of
the audience.  Still, the fact that the reader knows what is coming makes
for a very different structure in the later works.  (In this regard Loren
D.  Estleman's DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HOLMES [Penguin, 1979, ISBN
0-14-00-5665-3, $2.95] follows the original, but since it adds nothing new
except the rather superfluous use of Sherlock Holmes, I can recommend it
only to Holmes fans.)

   Given that Stevenson's work *is* a classic, any new treatment of the
same story should add something: a new point of view, a new psychological
insight, a new something to make it worthwhile.  With that in mind, I
proceed.

			JEKYLL & HYDE: The Musical
	     Music by Frank Wildhorn; Words by Leslie Bricusse

   I must start by saying I have not seen the musical itself.  Of course,
it's played only in Houston, so there isn't much I can do about it.  (By
the way, it was co-sponsored by AT&T: On Stage, in case anyone cares.)
However, my comments are limited to the story line, which has been
summarized by Bricusse for the audio cassette (which has been released in
this area), so I don't feel I am being totally unfair to the production.
(Of course, the audio cassette version is sung by Linda Colm Wilkinson and
Eder, who were not the stars in Houston; one can only suppose that they
were going to be in the Broadway version which has not yet been produced.)
And my observation about the story is that it is based more on the film
versions (notably the Frederic March and Spencer Tracy versions) than on
the original story.  In this version, Jekyll has a fiancee, makes friends
with a woman of the streets, and aims his experiments at eliminating the
"evil" half of man.  None of these elements are present in the original
story; in particular, Jekyll's experiments are aimed at separating and
isolating *both* halves, spiritual and animal, rather than eliminating the
latter.  (These two halves are also referred to as "good" and "evil" in the
film versions, but Stevenson tends more toward other characterizations,
such as "just" and "unjust.")

   In short, this version should be considered the offspring of the
cinematic Jekyll and Hyde, rather than the literary one.

	    THE JEKYLL LEGACY by Robert Bloch and Andre Norton
		   Tor, 1990, ISBN 0-312-85037-9, $17.95

   Rather than retell the Stevenson story, Bloch and Norton have chosen to
write a sequel incorporating many of the same elements found in Stevenson's
work.  Hester Lane (who turns out to be Jekyll's niece) is a young Canadian
woman newly arrived in London.  Penniless, she attempts to get a job
reporting on the work of the Salvation Army, but is too determined to
expose the squalor and poverty in London to please her would-be employer.
Luckily, she is found in the nick of time by Dr. Utterson, who is
determined to see Jekyll's fortune passed on to a relative of Jekyll's
rather than accept it himself, even though he *is* named as heir in
Jekyll's will.  But even though Hyde is dead, strange events occur which
make the police think that perhaps Hyde isn't dead after all: first
Jekyll's butler Poole is found murdered, and then ....  But that would be
telling.

   The story in this book moves along well enough, with a genuine mystery
and solution, but it still isn't as satisfying as the Stevenson.  Well,
okay, neither Bloch and Norton, while undeniably good writers, is Robert
Louis Stevenson.  But the book suffers from a bit of a split personality
(you'll pardon the metaphor) in addition to the mystery, there is a heavy
layer of social commentary about the times.  While this could be done well,
in this case the commentary does not mesh well with the plotline.  In
particular, the commentary is achieved by having Hester talking or thinking
about it, rather than through more subtle means (see my comments on MARY
REILLY below for more on this).  The characters are well drawn, though they
all seem a bit larger than life: Hester is more intense than most Victorian
women, Newcomen (the police inspector from Scotland Yard) is a bit more
inspectorish than most, the Salvation Army workers are a bit more
articulate about the evils of the time than one suspects the average worker
would be, and so forth.  THE JEKYLL LEGACY has been compared to a gothic
mystery.  In that category I believe it succeeds and is enjoyable, but if
you are looking for something that adds appreciably to the Jekyll and Hyde
story, this would not be it.

		       MARY REILLY by Valerie Martin
	      Pocket, 1991 (1990c), ISBN 0-671-73150-5, $7.95

   The title character of MARY REILLY is the underhousemaid in Jekyll's
household, and the action of the book takes place in parallel with
Stevenson's telling of the story.  As with THE JEKYLL LEGACY, the story has
a fair amount of social commentary added in.  Unlike that other novel,
however, the commentary here is left to the reader.  Mary Reilly's life is
described - rising at dawn, scrubbing steps and hauling coal all day, not
being able to visit her mother because she has only a half-day off every
week and her mother lives too far away to get there and back in that time.
But it is left to the reader to say, "Oh, how dreadful!" rather than for
another character to say it.  Mary herself believes everything she has been
told about servants and masters and their respective places in society.
She is independent at times, but whenever she steps beyond the bounds of
acceptability (as measured by 19th Century London standards) she is the
first to realize it.  While Hester Lane is an independent, upper-class (or
at least middle-class) woman designed (one suspects) to provide, at least
in part, someone the reader could identify with, Mary Reilly is a
lower-class woman of her times, someone for the reader to understand, and
feel for.  And to me this is a greater achievement on the part of the
author.  It is easy to make us feel sympathy, fear, or whatever toward a
character we see as similar to ourselves; it is more difficult to evoke
sympathy for someone who is different, who thinks differently, who acts
differently.

   MARY REILLY provides a different picture of Dr. Jekyll, as seen by
someone within the household, rather than the relatively distant views of
Lanyon and Utterson.  As such it *does* add to our understanding of the
original story, or at least provide us with another possible perspective.
As such, it is ultimately more satisfying than THE JEKYLL LEGACY.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 13:22:50 GMT
From: James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.gov (James Williams)
Subject: Subterranean Societies

I am trying to compile a list of stories involving Subterranean Societies,
any suggestions?

I am interested in everything be it: Novels, Short Stories, Movies, TV, or
Comics.

Thanks.

James Williams
Bitnet: JWW%ESS%NIAID@NIH3PLUS.BITNET    
Internet: JWW@ESS.NIAID.PC.NIAID.NIH.GOV 

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 00:16:53 GMT
From: russelrd@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (MattBrockman)
Subject: Re: Subterranean Societies

James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>I am trying to compile a list of stories involving Subterranean
>Socieities, any suggestions?

There was this one creepy Twilight Zone on the new series about this young
woman and her father who live on a farm alone and they are drilling a well
and the bottom drops out and they can't find the bottom and they send stuff
down and they communicate with the people down there. And the people below
send up precious gems to the surface in return for flashlights and such and
the father really needs money and he wants to exploit this and boy am I out
of breath.

Matt

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 16:50:49 GMT
From: s902255@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (Andrew Vanderstock)
Subject: Re: Subterranean Societies

James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>I am trying to compile a list of stories involving Subterranean
>Socieities, any suggestions?

One book I am reading right now that spends a fair amount of time, like the
entire book so far, is Foucault's Pendulum, By Umberto Eco. It deals with
the Templars, a seemingly obsessive topic, which crops up in "The Name of
the Rose" too. And no wonder he he chose "Rose" which appears throughout
"Foucault's Pendulum" as a symbol. Rosy Cross, Red Cross, etc. I found it
pretty dull to be honest.

If you are talking about Spy novels, then any of John Le Carre's work
should do the trick.

Andrew Vanderstock

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 22:47:40 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: 25th Anniversary Star Trek Stamp Project

This is a direct copy of a brochure I picked up at Trekfest Miami :

   In 1985, a nationwide campaign was launched to petition the US Postal
Service to issue a postage stamp in honor of the space shuttle "Enterprise"
and the Starship "Enterprise" of Star Trek fame.  Depicted on this proposed
stamp would be the two space vehicles with the idea of showing the general
public man's present technology (with the space shuttle) and the
possibilities of future technology (with the Starship Enterprise) as man is
only limited by his ability to dream.  It would be designed as a tribute to
America's commitment to manned space exploration.
   This effort has seen renewed interest in 1991 as this is the silver
anniversary of the Star Trek television series.
   The stamp committee has garnered an incredible amount of support from
scientists, educators, writers, as well as US senators and congressmen.
However, in order to make this work, they need your help.  This is
certainly an endeavor worthy of Star Trek fans' and Starfleet's [the fan
club] attention.  Letters of support to the postal service would show the
kind of interest in a stamp of this nature and could help convince them of
its importance.  If you support this idea, send your letters to :

Mr. Belmont Faries - Chairman,
Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee,
U.S. Postal Service,
475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W.,
Washington, D.C.  20260-3500

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 14:02:22 GMT
From: s5000!unislc!rlemon@uunet.uu.net (Richard LeMon)
Subject: Re: Hugo Award origin

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>It was named after Hugo Gernsback, coiner of the term science fiction (I
>believe) and creator of science fiction as a separate publishing
>catergory.  But don't bother reading anything he wrote.

Who was the Nebula award named after?

Rick LeMon
rlemon@unislc

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 21:34:22 GMT
From: ANDNICD@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Re: Fanzines and Reviews on SF and Fantasy

YOu might want to try the NY REview of Science Fiction.  Monthly
informative bare bones no frills production
 
Locus and SF Chronicle are the industry organs basically and run reviews of
material.
 
SF Eye is a reviewzine.  Don't have any info on it offhand though
 
Foundation is a critical journal that can generally be found in libraries.
 
I don't have a Locus or SF Chronicle address offhand but NY Review of SF is
PO Box 78, Pleasantville, NY 10570.  The most recent two issues contain
reviews and articles, etc. by Michael Swanwick, James Morow, Gregory
Feeley, Richard Lupoff, Kathryn Cramer, Gwyneth Jones, etc.  Lots of big
names come through with fun things like reading lists (what your favorite
pro is reading, etc.)  The staff consists of people like Samuel R Delany,
David Hartwell (of Arbor House fame plus other things, like his numerous
anthologies), Gordon Van Gelder (editing over at St Martin's), Robert
Killheffer (asst. ed. at Omni) etc.
 
Hope this helps
 
Lawrence Schimel
SCHLAWD@YALEVM

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 22:10:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: Source for reviews

Dick Smith recommended LOCUS and Science Fiction Chronicle as good sources
for reviews. Conspicuous by its absence was the aptly named Science Fiction
Review, Elton Elliot, ed. Admittedly, the original poster asked for weekly/
monthly info, and this is quarterly, but the Winter '91 issue reviews 45
books, plus some movies and games. You can almost tell in every review
whether or not you'll like the book no matter what the opinion of the
reviewer, since reviews average 6-8 column-inches (i.e. long). Particularly
if you have aspirations to write, I highly recommend this, since there's a
science update column, writing columns, and other material most useful.
This issue had a great article by Pamela Sargeant on book blurbs, those
little quotes by famous people that some books have. Darrel Schweitzer has
"My Career as a Hack Writer" wherein he confesses to have been relatively
unsuccessful, and why.

SFR Publications
P.O. Box 20340
Salem, OR  97307

Dave Howell
Whitman College
howell@whitman.bitnet   

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 11:30:35 GMT
From: O1DSH%AKRONVM@vm1.cc.uakron.edu (David Heck)
Subject: LOCUS subscription info request

Does anyone have any subscription info (address, ph#, anything) for LOCUS?
I haven't been able to find anything so far.  Can anyone out there help?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Card (6 msgs) & Clarke (5 msgs) &
                         Drake & Eddings (2 msgs) & 
                         Effinger (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 17:14:07 GMT
From: enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card?

cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au (Kith Kanan) writes:
>  I read and liked "Ender's Game" and have heard about some other books by
>  him. Are they as good as the one above, better, worse?  I think there is
>  another one about alien invasion that I would be interested in.  

In answer, yes.  I have read many a Card book and have enjoyed each and
every one immensely.  I suggest the Tales of Alvin Maker, a trilogy:
_Seventh Son_, _Red Prophet_, and _'Prentice Alvin_ -great!!

Also, _Songmaster_ --Each of Card's books are powerful, and deserve to be
read by anyone appreciative of his talent.

No joke.

Enjoy!

Andy Wolf

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 19:20:54 GMT
From: harold@wam.umd.edu (James B. Harold)
Subject: Re: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl Jr.) writes:
>jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu (John Sloan) writes:
>>Did it strike anyone else that both EG and SFTD are the Old and New
>>Testaments, with Ender Wiggen playing all the really good male roles (and
>>the Holy Spirit courtesy of Jane)?
>
>It didn't occur to me.  What details of the stories support your theory?
>
>>Anyone come across a copy of the third installment, _Xenocide_, yet?
>>Locus reviewed it this month.
>
>I suppose this will be the Book of Mormon?  :-)
>
>(Note:  I know almost nothing about Mormons, so the above joke may not
>be meaningful.  Apologies if I've offended anyone.)
>
>Do I remember reading here that OSC is Mormon?

  That's what I've been told...don't know if he's active or not.  In fact,
my Mormon friends tell me that certain scenes from the Alvin books come
from the Book of Mormon.
  I don't get Locus.  Anybody care to summarize the review of Xenocide?  Or
provide their own reviews if they've snagged a copy?

James Harold
harold@lpf.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 16:35:15 GMT
From: TYC101@uriacc.uri.edu (Vince Petronio)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #168

I'm new to this list as well as bitnet in general so please bear with me.

I just wanted to respond to the messages about Orson Scott Card.  I loved
Speaker and Ender's Game and wasn't aware the third book was out yet.  I'd
appreciate any info on when and where it might be available.

In regard to the old and new testament influencing the books, I must
confess I didn't see it and am wondering what your (whoever left the
message here) support is.  I'm afraid, as a teacher, I'm always questioning
support for assertions made.  I thought the parable about three versions of
Jesus's interaction with the crowd, in Speaker, was excellent.  I
excerpted it from the book and put it on my office wall.  To say the least
it is a conversation piece.  Well enough rambling.  Thanks for the
opportunity.

Vince Petronio
University of Rhode Island
College of Continuing Education

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 20:59:43 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

harold@wam.umd.edu (James B. Harold) writes:
>marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl Jr.) writes:
[deleted]
>>Do I remember reading here that OSC is Mormon?
>   That's what I've been told...don't know if he's active or not.  In
> fact, my Mormon friends tell me that certain scenes from the Alvin books
> come from the Book of Mormon.
[deleted]

While I can't say it for certain, OSC is probably still an active Mormon.
If you've read a copy of MAPS IN A MIRROR, there are a number of stories in
the final section which he wrote while working for one of the church
publications. Not to say that there are thought police in Utah, but I can't
see him having such a job unless he was pretty strong in the faith.  This
was also at an age when most Mormons would tend to leave the faith
(college-age, early twenties) if they were going to do so.

And if you're wondering why a GM (Good Mormon) might be living in North
Carolina, I asked him when he was in Houston to sign copies of RED PROPHET
several years back. Turns out that he had it in mind to become a college
professor at one of the Utah schools, but in order to avoid 'in-breeding',
Utah universities tend to hire faculty with degrees from out-of-state.
Consequently, OSC ended up going to school back east, decided he liked the
area, and stayed.

Can't speak for similarities between the Alvin books and the Book of
Mormon, having not read the latter (and having absolutely no intention of
doing so).

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892, Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacvax.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 23:52:24 GMT
From: agapow@latcs2.lat.oz.au (paul-michael agapow)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card?

cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au (Kith Kanan) writes:
>I read and liked "Ender's Game" and have heard about some other books by
>him. Are they as good as the one above, better, worse?  I think there is
>another one about alien invasion that I would be interested in.

Card is one of those authors that is very much a love/hate thing. Myself, i
preferred much of his early work (which IMHO showed more power and
versatility) than for example "Enders Game". Having said this, I haven't
read the 'People of the fringe' or 'Alvin Prentice' work.

So amongst his earlier work, I recommend : "Capitol" (which I think has
appeared in more than one guise) and "SongMaster". "Wyrms" is ok, "Treason"
should be avoided.

So, does anyone else get frustrated with Card recurrent plot - young child
with unusual talent saves world?

Paul-Michael Agapow
AI Lab
LaTrobe University 
agapow@latcs1.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 05:52:55 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>But *IF* it is true, *THEN* we can probably expect that XENOCIDE will be
>in the same analogic relationship to THE BOOK OF MORMON.

XENOCIDE actually takes a strong left turn into eastern philosophy, but not
far enough that Ender ever really gives up his self-doubt or hand-wringing.

If you disliked SPEAKER, you'll loathe XENOCIDE. Trust me. On the other
hand, I'll be very suprised if XENOCIDE misses the awards ballots, not
just because it's got Card's name on it, but because it is going to be one
of the better books of the year. It's just guaranteed to piss off a bunch
of folks along the way (which, I think, good fiction has to, because good
fiction generates strong emotions, both negative and positive).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 10:21:57 GMT
From: nomann@diku.dk (Ole Nomann Thomsen)
Subject: Clarke and Gentry Lee: Cradle

Hi. I just finished Cradle. The only question left in my mind is: Why ?
That is - why write this book? It seems utterly unnecessary to me.

Only fun thing: It seems like Gentry Lee has an influence over ACC: There's
a lot more sex in this one, than there ever was in ACC books before (I
can't readily recall any). Too bad the sex isn't really that interesting.

But maybe I'm too negative: What do you people out there think ?

Ole
nomann@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 16:26:32 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Clarke and Gentry Lee: Cradle

I wonder if it was Lee who created the wonderful woman reporter in Rama II?

Truely a horrible person!

Marc Wiz
(512)823-4780
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 01:17:36 GMT
From: CWELLS3@ua1vm.ua.edu (Carl Wells)
Subject: RE: 2061

   I found the book far below par for ACC.  I hope there is not a movie
made fo r it will be one I shall miss intentionally.  I am a big ACC fan,
but the book did not show the enthusiasm of his previous Odyssey works.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 09:24:01 GMT
From: mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup)
Subject: Re: Clarke and Gentry Lee: Cradle

nomann@diku.dk (Ole Nomann Thomsen) writes:
>Hi. I just finished Cradle. The only question left in my mind is: Why?
>That is - why write this book? It seems utterly unnecessary to me.

I can only agree with you. I even had a problem understanding why the
aliens wanted to deposit that thing on Earth.

>Only fun thing: It seems like Gentry Lee has an influence over ACC:
>There's a lot more sex in this one, than there ever was in ACC books
>before (I can't readily recall any). Too bad the sex isn't really that
>interesting.

You're right here, too.

I did like the description of the interactive computer game, but that was
about the only interesting thing in that book.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 02:29:36 GMT
From: lev@amarna.gsfc.nasa.gov (Brian S. Lev)
Subject: Re: Clarke and Gentry Lee: Cradle

mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup) writes:
>nomann@diku.dk (Ole Nomann Thomsen) writes:
>>Hi. I just finished Cradle. The only question left in my mind is: Why?
>>That is - why write this book? It seems utterly unnecessary to me.
>
>I can only agree with you. I even had a problem understanding why the
>aliens wanted to deposit that thing on Earth.

I'll add my vote here: I picked it up while on vacation in Florida last
year (2 summers back? Hmmm, senility's especially ugly at 32!) and both my
parents read it as well.  For the first time since high school, we were
unanimous in our ratings: yuk. foo. gaack.

>>Only fun thing: It seems like Gentry Lee has an influence over ACC:
>>There's a lot more sex in this one, than there ever was in ACC books
>>before (I can't readily recall any). Too bad the sex isn't really that
>>interesting.

I just finished _RAMA_II_ by the same (one-half-esteemed) pair.  ACC talks
about this "shock" to his regular readers in the foreword.  I also found
that this was a real case of the sequel being noticeably worse than the
(really good) original.

I know (from the aforementioned foreword) that Mr. Lee's another NASA-ite,
but I think it goes to show that sometimes being good LIVING high-tech
doesn't necessarily being good at WRITING high-tech. Sigh.

Brian Lev/STX                       
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Advanced Data Flow Technology Office
Code 930.4                             
Greenbelt, MD  20771
(301)286-9514
TCP/IP: lev@dftnic.gsfc.nasa.gov  
BITNET: LEV@DFTBIT                

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 01:31:57 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: David Drake

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>I happened to buy a book by David Drake lately titled _Time Safari_.  I
>have never read anything by him previously and must admit I was attracted
>by the Frezetta type cover.  This book reads rather well and I was
>wondering if someone could recommend another book by the same author?

Drake's quality tends to be a bit uneven, IMHO.  Books I've particularly
enjoyed were _Killer_ (well, I enjoyed it when I was in the mood for
blood-and-guts), _Lacey and His Friends_, and _Northworld_ - the last
being by far his best work.

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 18:07:32 GMT
From: menehune@milton.u.washington.edu (Brad Yamauchi)
Subject: Re: Seeress of Kell (spoiler)

sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari) writes:
>Just finished reading Seeress of Kell and I have a couple of questions:
>   What was Poledra's "task" that forced her to leave her newly born
>children and husband?  After the confrontation with Sardion, Poledra
>starts to leave the company to do her task, and Belgarath refuses to be
>separated from her, leading to Eriond's first act as a god.  What was
>Poledra supposed to do, before Eriond solved the problem?

Being the "Woman Who Watches", it seemed to me that her main purpose was to
keep anything from interferring with the two prophecies. She was the one
who, on few occasions at least, stepped in to stop Zandaramas from cheating
(or getting rid of the competition) and she has probably been doing the
same for the thousands of years she has been apart from Belgarath. As for
the end of the Seeress of Kell, the "task" that Poldera was going to do at
the end seemed to be that she was going to die (she probably was under the
impression that she was supposed to die when she gave birth, but it was
delayed until her task of being the Woman Who Watches was complete).

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 19:05:24 GMT
From: arm3114@isc.rit.edu (A.R. Mack )
Subject: Re: Seeress of Kell (spoiler)

>   What was Poledra's "task" that forced her to leave her newly born
>children and husband?  After the confrontation with Sardion, Poledra
>starts to leave the company to do her task, and Belgarath refuses to be
>separated from her, leading to Eriond's first act as a god.  What was
>Poledra supposed to do, before Eriond solved the problem?

   Poledra's tasks were twofold:

     1) She WAS THE CHILD OF LIGHT during Vo Mimbre.

     2) Since she had had the power of the child of light and since that
        power could not be fully taken away from her, her other task as the
        woman who watches was to make sure that Zandramas did not overstep
        the prophecy by using her power to eliminate any of the companions.
        This happened three times.  Once at the end of _The Demon Lord of
        Karanda_ when Zandramas tried to kill Ce'Nedra (Of course, if she
        had gotten away with it, she would have cooked her own goose), the
        second was at a cottage in _The Sorceress of Darshiva_ when
        Zandramas tried to kill them as a dragon, and the third time was
        when Poledra forced the demon to stay in the form of a dragon in
        _The Seeress of Kell_.
 
>   How did Vella turn into a hawk?  As far as I can tell, she's a normal
>human being (not a sorceress).  So, how did Beldin manage to change her?
>I'm trying to recall any instances when a sorcerer transformed a normal
>human, but I can't think of any.  Just Barek and the bear syndrome, which
>is powered by the prophesy.
>   Polgara did turn that Snake queen into a snake, so it might have been
>possible.  Anyone know?

    From the way that I understand the will and the word, just about
anything is possible if you have the willpower and the knowledge.
Belgarath has even transformed a branch into an apple tree in _Queen of
Sorcery_.  The only thing that is absolutely forbidden is to will something
to be unmade.  That tends to have explosive consequences to the sorcerer
who tries it. :-)

Good Luck.

Arthur Mack

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 21:27:35 GMT
From: rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su)
Subject: Exile Kiss

I am very interest in finding out the status of the novel 'Exile Kiss'.  On
the back of the book 'A Fire in the Sun', Bantam claim that 'Exile Kiss' is
due July of 1990.  Well, I still have not seen it yet.  Does anyone have
any word on this???
 

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 19:19:55 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Exile Kiss

rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su) writes:

>I am very interest in finding out the status of the novel 'Exile Kiss'.
>On the back of the book 'A Fire in the Sun', Bantam claim that 'Exile
>Kiss' is due July of 1990.  Well, I still have not seen it yet.  Does
>anyone have any word on this???

Seen it, bought it, read it.  Much as I like Mr. Effinger and WHEN GRAVITY
FAILS, it is my unfortunate responsibility to report that this book
continues the decline in the series that was evident in A FIRE IN THE SUN.
The freshness of imagination and stylistic verve of the first book are
nowhere in evidence, and while the characterization continues to be fairly
strong, the plot is meandering and the settings have grown overly familiar.
The bits of Arabic background have some to seem like a research exercise.
Even the neurotechnology fails to be involving, where it was so disturbing
in the first book.

One welcome aspect of the book is that Effinger's well-developed sense of
humor is very much in evidence.  If not for that, the book would be close
to a total loss.

A malicious rumor has it that sickness and medication had a great deal to
do with the success of WHEN GRAVITY FAILS.  If it's true, I can only
recommend a heavy dose of ketamine and a severe brain infection as the
writerly thing to do.  More likely, Effinger simply needs to exercise his
imagination on a fresher project.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Laumer (2 msgs) & L'Engle & Niven &
                        Rowley & Shatner (3 msgs) & Vinge & 
                        Van Vogt & White (2 msgs) & Zahn (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 17:04:16 GMT
From: gharlane@ratserv.ccs.csus.edu (goe)
Subject: Laumer and Retief... / Westfield

BILLW@MATHOM.CISCO.COM (William Westfield)
> A long time ago someone mentioned that there was a pre-CDT retief story
> that explained the origin of Retief.  Does anyone know the name of this
> story, or where it can be found?

   There *is* such a story.  I recall reading it in one of the Ziff-Davis
magazines in the late fifties.  I know it was reprinted in one of the
Ziff-Davis collection magazines in the early sixties, because I remember
reading it a second time, and noting the re-publication information lines
at the bottom of the page.
   I remember the story as having been titled "DIPLOMAT AT ARMS," but I'm
aware of a subsequent collection of Retief stories which bore that title,
apparently without containing the same story(?).

   <Spoiler Alert> 

   The story concerned itself with a junior diplomat being sent out to win
the rulership of a planet in a series of competitive games.  The games,
originally physical and mental, ranging from master-level chess to
broadsword work, had been designed to select the most physically and
mentally fit leader for the planet; but under typical entrenched-government
mis-management, had been watered down to "fixed" gladiatorial combats used
for roman-style mass-opiates.  (can you say "professional wrestling?"
good.  I *knew* you could.)
   In an attempt to alter the status and style of the government, the
junior diplomat, an aging fellow named Retief, is furnished with several
bits of constructed evidence that will allow him to prove himself the heir
to the planet's throne, with the right to challenge the winner of the
combat tests.  Retief does so, barely wins (the young fellow who won is an
admirable specimen, and had taken out the entrenched-government
representative in what was *supposed* to be a fixed fight) and then has his
authenticity challenged.
   He manages to prove his lineage by providing the investigators with a
document, some kind of formal patent of nobility, and is acclaimed the
ruler of the planet.  Whereupon he abdicates, in favor of the young man he
barely beat, and sees to it that the planetary government is set back on
the track its designers intended.
   During his debriefing by the diplomatic corps, he is asked how he
managed to come up with the documents validating his claim to the throne,
on such short notice, in the field.
   Retief shrugs, and say, "Oh, that?  I've always had that."  (Accuracy of
quote not guaranteed; thirty years since I read the story.)
   The story was not diplomacy-comedy, but a straightforward yarn about an
aging man, ignored and shuffled into a niche in a bureaucracy, taken for
granted by his betters, and still capable of nobility and heroism in the
clutch.  In mood and style it was quite different from all the subsequent
Retief stories I've seen, and quite frankly, I liked it a lot better.  But
it wasn't really about the same character.
 
   Retief holds the rank of Battle Commander in the Empire of the Lily, the
Angevin-French-derived interstellar polity that had degenerated into the
monoplanet culture Retief visited in the first story; but these days he
seems to be an expatriate nobleman from an active, dynamic culture, vide
the occasional remote relatives who stop in to visit the CDT stories.

   I suspect that Laumer independently invented the concept of "retcon"
when he found a larger audience for satires, and chose to open up his
plotting options and expand the character potentials of the original
Retief.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 06:52:07 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Laumer and Retief...

BILLW@MATHOM.CISCO.COM (William "Chops" Westfield) writes:
>A long time ago someone mentioned that there was a pre-CDT retief story
>that explained the origin of Retief.  Does anyone know the name of this
>story, or where it can be found?

It's title is "Diplomat-at-Arms", and it appeared in the January 1960 issue
of FANTASTIC. It's significantly different from the rest of the Retief
series by virtue of the fact that it's serious rather than humorous. This
is why Laumer has never included it in any Retief (nor any other, for that
matter) collections.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 20:42:00 GMT
From: DARCHDEACON@smith.bitnet
Subject: Madeliene L'Engle

Another book that belongs in the O'Keefe family series is "An Acceptable
Time", with references to the Murray parents and to Zachary Grey, among
others.

Also, for those of you who are interested, Madeleine has just recently sent
out a new book to her publishers.  I'm not positive, but I think she said
(at a talk she gave here recently) that its about Vicky Austin.  I could be
wrong.

Oh, one more thing for you Vicky Austin fans - Madeleine mentioned (much to
the dismay of the audience memebers!) that she doesn't see Vicky and Adam
Eddington getting married.  *Sigh*

DARCHDEACON@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 16:41:55 GMT
From: cabp10@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Dan Dare)
Subject: Niven Comics

Could anyone out there tell me how much of Larry Niven's work has been
translated into comics?  The ones I know about are ARM (based on Gil the
ARM) Defenseless Dead (a new story starring Gil the Arm) and The Magic Goes
Away.  Or what comics have been inspired by Niven?

Also could someone post me a list of all Niven books please (if there is
such a thing)

Could you reply with email as it is going into exam sesion and I am kind of
busy.

Sean Stratton
Cabp10@uk.ac.strath.vaxa

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 10:02:31 GMT
From: esh022@uk.ac.cov.cck (The Celt)
Subject: looking for a book

   I am wondering if there is a sequel to the book _Golden_Sunlands_ by
Christopher Rowley, or more books set in that universe. I have just
finished this book, and want to see how the characters develop, and if they
escape from the discontinuity universe.
   Please mail me with any info.

Timothy O'Callaghan
JANET:esh022@uk.ac.cov.cck
INTERNET:esh022%cck.cov.ac@nsfnet-relat.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 16:03:41 GMT
From: jeremy@apple.com (jeremy j. b. nguyen)
Subject: TekWar, by William Shatner?!

Browsing through the library recently, I came across a book which claimed
to be by William Shatner.  I couldn't resist reading it.  However, apart
from a few elements, it seemed to me that the book read very much like a
Ron Goulart novel.  Shatner credits Goulart with "much work" in the
acknowledgements in the front of the book, but I suspect that Shatner
seriously downplayed Goulart's involvement.  I'd love to believe that
Captain Kirk wrote it, but my brain is telling me otherwise.  Does anyone
have the inside scoop?  My apologies if I missed a previous discussion on
this.

Jeremy
jeremy@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 17:15:43 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen)
Subject: Re: TekWar, by William Shatner?!

I saw TekWar in hardcover at Waldenbooks a while back. I started to read
the first few pages and it ... read just... the ...way ...  William
Shatner...talks.  I started laughing, and the *owner* of Waldenbooks (who
new me as a regular costumer) told me *not* to buy it.  It wasn't worth the
money, unless I like laughing at what I read.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 22:32:30 GMT
From: jeremy@apple.com (jeremy j. b. nguyen)
Subject: Re: TekWar, by William Shatner?!

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen) writes:
>I saw TekWar in hardcover at Waldenbooks a while back. I started to read
>the first few pages and it ... read just... the ...way ...  William
>Shatner...talks.

That was one of the elements I noticed that seemed like him.  There were
sentences that went something like: "What," he asked as he put his arm
around her shoulder, "are you doing here?"

By the way, Chuq confirms that it's a very poorly-kept secret that Goulart
ghost-wrote it for Shatner.

Jeremy

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 16:59:13 GMT
From: sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Sridhar Dasari)
Subject: Snow Queen-Vinge

rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes) wrote:
>>1981 Novel: "The Snow Queen" by Joan Vinge
>500 or so pages long, and before I got to page 100, I - I, who read all
>the way through about 98% of all the novels and stories I start to read,
>even if I'm not enjoying them, just "to see how it turns out", threw this
>one against a wall and yelled "THIS IS DRECK!!!"

Yes, it is long, and winding at times.  However, if you manage to finish it
(with much effort, I'll have to admit), it's worthwhile.  If you liked Snow
Queen, read the next book in the series (I forgot the name right now,
something like World's End ) This second book is a lot more introspective,
and a better book, IMHO.

Sridhar H. Dasari
sd1r+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 22:19:37 GMT
From: keinstr!marks@uunet.uu.net (marks)
Subject: A.E. Van Vogt, Weapons Shop Series

I am a great fan of the "Weapon Shop" books by A. E. Van Vogt.  I currently
own "The Weapon Shops of Isher" and "The Weapon Makers".  What I wanted to
know is: Are there any other books with the weapon shops (or the immortal
Robert Hedrock) in them?  I seem to remember reading another many years
ago, but I don't know the title and haven't seen anything like it in the
bookstores here.  Please reply by e-mail as the volume on this newsgroup
grows too fast for me to keep up.

Mike Marks

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 11:05:15 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Which J. White Novel?

Some years ago, I read one of James White's novels in the Hospital Ship
series. This one was about a planet which has a sociological disease (I
think it had slipped into dictatorship), and the trusty team duly goes in
and applies the proper fix - in this case, a sociological one, breaking
some eggs to make the omelette, if I remember rightly. Anyone know the name
of the book?

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 05:10:24 GMT
From: duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca (Duncan A. MacGregor)
Subject: Re: Which J. White Novel?

BRITZ@KEMI.AAU.DK (Dieter Britz) writes:
> Some years ago, I read one of James White's novels in the Hospital Ship
> series. This one was about a planet which has a sociological disease (I
> think it had slipped into dictatorship), and the trusty team duly goes in
> and applies the proper fix - in this case, a sociological one, breaking
> some eggs to make the omelette, if I remember rightly. Anyone know the
> name of the book

[Spoilers!]

You're referring to the book _Star Surgeon_ by that author.  As I recall,
the story starts with a long-lived being that is rescued from various
problems caused by his personal doctor, and ends with the dictatorship
declaring war and attacking Sector General Hospital.  As the author puts
it: "There are times when the treatment of unsane [beliefs], despite the
pacifism of the doctors concerned, will lead to the waging of war.
Period."

Duncan
duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 00:42:10 GMT
From: simmons@dolphin.cs.odu.edu (Grgory Simmons)
Subject: New Star Wars book

I just saw a new Star Wars book on the shelf @ coles bookstore.  It claims
to pick up 5 years after the last movie written by Timothy Zahn.  It also
claims to be Book 1, suggesting more to follow.

Okay, my question is "does anyone have any knowledge of the contents of
this book"?  I.e, where are they going with it and will it tie to any
future movies.  Personally I'm shying away from it cause it's book 1 and I
hate reading unfinished stories, already sucked into 10-12 series with
outstanding conclusions.  Although I'm sure I won't make it through summer
without breaking down and reading it.

Greg Simmons
simmons@cs.odu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 06:35:03 GMT
From: mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: New Star Wars book

simmons@dolphin.cs.odu.edu (Grgory Simmons) writes: 
> I just saw a new star wars book on the shelf @ coles bookstore.  It
> claims to pick up 5 years after the last movie written by Timothy Zahn.
> It also claims to be Book 1, suggesting more to follow.

I saw it in the bookstores for the first time tonite.  Its full name in
case anyone has forgotten is Star Wars: Heir to the Empire by Timothy Zahn.
Published by Bantam.  Hardcover - 361 pages. $15.00.  BTW the cover art is
nice - done in the style of the original movie posters.

I bought it about 6 hours ago and have already finished reading it (instead
of studying for finals 8-(.  It's the first book I've bought in hard-cover
in years but I don't regret it. Of course I'm a die-hard Star-Wars fan
though 8-)

Yes it does pick up 5 years after the Battle of Endor and continues with
the adventures of Luke, Han, Lei and all our other favorite characters.
Its definitely the first book in a 3 book "cycle" - it starts a LOT of new
plot threads that don't get resolved in this book.

Some general comments (no spoilers yet):
   
   - I think it is pretty faithful to the Star Wars universe.  To
     me it had the "feel" of the movies.
   - Ironically, the book in passing, answers a LOT of the technical
     questions that we have been pondering in this newsgroup recently.
	- States that Rebel fighters DO have hyper-drive but
          Imperial fighter's don't
	- Explains how the Empire was able to keep the rebel-fleet
          from escaping into hyperspace during the Battle of Endor.
        - Explains that rebel-ships have "g-compensation" fields
          which is why the maneuevers don't flatten the pilots.
	- Explains the weird gravity orientation in the Falcon's
          quad turrets.
        - many more interesting tidbits explained from the films
   - Don't know if the book should be treated as "canon" or not
     but it is consistent and I hear it has Lucasfilm's approval.
   - Overall a very enjoyable read - not as good as a new
     Star Wars movie would be but about the next best thing.
   - One thing I didn't like: thought that the plot relied on a
     few too many lucky coincidences.  Too many separate groups
     seemed to be winding up on the same planet too many times to
     be believably coincidental I felt.  

Has anyone else out there finished this yet and have any opinions about it?

> Okay, my question is "does anyone have any knowledge of the contents of
> this book"?  I.e, where are they going with it and will it tie to any
> future movies.

***SPOILERS***

I'll keep this pretty general for those of you without the will-power not
to read spoilers 8-)

It's 5 years after the Battle of Endor.  Han and Leia are married.  Lei is
pregnant with twins.  Luke is training Leia in the ways of the Force but is
suffering doubts because Obi-Wan and Yoda have been absorbed by the force
and no longer manifest to him.  The Empire has been driven back to one
corner of the galaxy.  The Rebels are still having trouble consolidating
their position and establishing a stable government.  Internal dissent
within the rebellion is festering.

An Imperial Grand Admiral has managed to consolidate the power of the
remaining fleet.  He has recruited a surviving clone of a Dark Jedi and is
intent on restoring the Empire.  The Grand Admiral has also discovered a
storehouse of secret Imperial technology containing a cloaking shield.  The
Dark Jedi and the Grand Admiral are both intent on trying to kidnap/kill
Luke, Leia and especially the unborn twins.

Guess that gives you a pretty good idea of some of the stuff that is
happening without giving away too much of what happens.  Lots of other
interesting sub-plots/adventures are also going on simultaneously.

I don't know exactly how it will tie in with future movies.  No one knows
if Lucas is ever going to make the post-Jedi films although it seems likely
that he will be making the pre-Star Wars films.  I don't know if Heir to
the Empire is based on some script ideas of Lucas or if it was mostly
created by Zahn and then approved by Lucasfilm.  I have a feeling that if
the movie is ever made there will probably be some changes made to adapt it
to the big-screen.  The book seems to have been written as a book and not
as a novelization of a screen play.

> Personally I'm shying away from it cause it's book 1 and I hate reading
> unfinished stories, already sucked into 10-12 series with outstanding
> conclusions.  Although I'm sure I won't make it through summer without
> breaking down and reading it.

It's definitely worth a read - break down and buy it.  Besides, then I'll
have someone else to commiserate with while waiting for the next book :-)
No word on when to expect the next book - the jacket flap says that Zahn
has started work on the next book in the cycle.  It also says that his
already-finished novel "AngelMass" won't be published until 1992 so I'm not
sure if that means that the next SW book won't appear till AFTER then or
not.

Christopher A. Wolf
mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - SF and Religion (12 msgs)
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Date: 22 Apr 91 23:23:32 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: SF and religion

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>>However, to change the topic slightly, I haven't really seen much SF
>>that's really *anti* religious. What is far more common, and that bothers
>>me a bit, is the tendency for SF to be *areligious* - to forget religion
>>altogether. In many books (for example most of Asimov's), the author
>>builds entire future civilizations without mentioning religion (or any
>>"substitute" religion, like communism as it used to be in Eastern-bloc
>>countires) a single time.
>
>That's because they substitute Science for Religion.  That's what I do.
>It works pretty well, only there's this funny aftertaste...

It is true that science fills a place in modern Western civilization which
has been part of religion in many other times and places, specifically it
answers the question of "How does the universe work?"  But there are other
roles filled by religion or pseudoreligious thought which are not so
addressed.  For an obvious example, there's the old "purpose of life"
question.  Some religions will answer this straight out, others will spend
a good deal of time explaining why that's the wrong question to ask, but
none leaves it entirely aside.  Now, for that you can substitute Philosophy
for Religion, and many have.  But philosophy isn't science.  (Even coming
to the conclusion "life is meaningless" is a philosophical rather than a
scientific statement, as it's impossible to use the scientific method on
the problem.)

There are other functions, from providing a Cause to serve to providing
solace in death, which religions serve.  And again, each can be served by
other means, but whatever means is chosen must have an effect on the
society (or individual) which chooses it.  Actually, Asimov's Foundation
series handled the concept reasonably well.  No, not the "Church of the
Galactic Spirit" set up by Salvor Hardin, which was a bit heavy-handed to
say the least.  But consider the effect of the Seldon Plan on the citizens
of the Foundation.  It gave their lives a purpose (to build the Second
Empire), it assured them that Something was watching out for them (the Plan
itself, later the Second Foundation), it gave them something to live for,
and something to die for when necessary.  (Recall that when Lathan Devers
was pretending to be Bel Riose's tame Foundationer, it was remarked that
"No other ship but [yours] has surrendered rather than going down fighting
when necessary.")  Admittedly, the "worship" of the Plan didn't address
itself to individual morality, but the effects of that were shown too - the
heroes of the Foundation were fairly unscrupulous when it came to their own
interests in particular and the Foundation's in general.  There was even
ceremonial, at least whenever Seldon's holograph appeared in the Time
Vault.  And the effects of taking the basis of that faith away from the
Foundationers (when the Mule conquered both Terminus and the Free Traders)
was immediate and devastating.

It's true that much of Asimov's sf does ignore the question of "Where did
religion go?"  But for the Foundation, at least, the answer is fairly
clear.  The entire religious impulse went straight into the Seldon Plan.

Michael S. Schiffer
aq578@cleveland.freenet.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@usite-next.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 91 13:34:02 GMT
From: gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu (Matthew Wayne Gertz)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
>WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>>   What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?
>>mean 'what you think of them in general.'  I'd like this on a story to
>>story basis.
>
>However, to change the topic slightly, I haven't really seen much SF
>that's really *anti* religious. What is far more common, and that bothers
>me a bit, is the tendency for SF to be *areligious* - to forget religion
>altogether. In many books (for example most of Asimov's), the author
>builds entire future civilizations without mentioning religion (or any
>"substitute" religion, like communism as it used to be in Eastern-bloc
>countires) a single time. Now, there may be totally areligious societies
>(though I haven't heard of any) and they may arise in the future, but in
>that case I think the author should at least make some attempt at
>explaining the absence of religion. The assumption certain authors (like
>Asimov) seem to make: that religion is a rest of primitive behaviour which
>mankind will sooner or later evolve away from is, to put it mildly, far
>from self-evident, especially since the characters in the stories in
>question tend to behave just like normal, 20th-century Americans (at least
>for American authors) in every other way.

Those are some good points you bring up. Let me throw in a few ideas (these
are just ideas, they don't necessarily reflect my personal views).

1) The reader needs characters he/she can identify with (hence the
characters seem like 20th century Americans).
2) Applying a *known* (i.e. 20th C) religion to a character makes his/her
actions more predictable and therefore less exciting; or,
3) Fiction is escapism.  Religion often lays down a set of strict rules,
and occasionally readers like to escape from such strict rules, and hence,
having no religion in books is popular among readers; but,
4) Attacking a religion is bound to alienate certain readers, so religion
isn't mentioned at all, for good or bad.

1) is simply the over-used "Star Trek" rule.  2) may be true in certain
cases, but obviously not always (a religious undertone didn't keep me from
enjoying the "Wrinkle in Time" books, or the "Narnia" books, nor did I find
them necessarily "predictable" (except for the ever-present "happy
ending").  3) is, I think, a strong point, but religion can also be used to
set up a strong story (_A Canticle For Liebowitz_,_Dune_).  4) certainly
didn't stop Heinlein from selling books, nor other writers.  Still, maybe
there's some truth to those ideas in certain cases.

I can think of a couple books where future societies have no religions for
definite reasons.  In the "Pern" books, it was due to the religious Nathi
war.  In the "Lazarus" books, Tertians seem fairly non-religious; this may
be fallout from their Senior shaking off his religious background, plus the
fact that the original Howard families didn't seem too religious, except as
was socially necessary (this is shown for Maureen's family, and implied by
the actions of other Howard families shown.  It may just be that none were
strict Christians, or that I'm reading too much into this, making
assumptions from Maureen's and Lazarus's somewhat agnostic stands).

Matthew Gertz
Advanced Manipulators Laboratory
Carnegie Mellon University
gertz@bilge.ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 12:34:28 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

   An interesting piece of SF work from Robert Heinlein which has possible
anti-religious connotations (depending how you look at it) is _JOB: A
Comedy of Justice_.  It does the same thing I saw you describing, and
that's casting God in the role of almost-all-powerful bad-guy, bashing this
poor schmoe all over the place, until Satan (in the form of a Texas
millionaire, of all things) takes the little abused man in hand.  A very
interesting story actually, one that asks a lot of penetrating questions
about just what we do in organized religion, and just what might be being
done *TO* us.

Regards.

Stan

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 14:02:36 GMT
From: rdb@rand.mel.cocam.oz.au (Rodney Brown)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

The following books/stories challenge the anthropomorphic and dogmatic
nature of many religions:

Parke Godwin	Waiting for the Galactic Bus
		The Snake Oil Wars	(In particular)
Nancy Kress	Trinity
Arthur C Clarke	The Sentinel
Sherri Tepper	Grass
		Raising the Stones

Tepper's books seem to emphasize a personal or familial responsible for
actions and decisions over a dogmatic acceptance of a fanatic or oppressive
religion, especially one treating women as chattels.  In Dervish Daughter,
her biographical notes say that she was executive director of Rocky
Mountain Planned Parenthood before she retired to write full time. Perhaps
she has had more experience of intolerant religious fanaticism than most.
It's also interesting to note that this background hasn't been mentioned in
cover notes for her more recent (and visible) novels.

Rodney Brown
rdb@rand.mel.cocam.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 91 17:41:13 GMT
From: ifaq570@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Kitchen)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

>There is some religious science fiction out there.  Some of it is quite
>well written, and the religious themes don't detract from the story at
>all, for example the works of Lois McMaster Bujold, Elizabeth Moon, and
>Orson Scott Card (okay, maybe it detracts a little).  These tend to show
>religious themes without reference to any particular religion.

And let us not forget "Job, a comedy of justice " which brought up the idea
that all the dieties and beliefs were ALL correct, just pieces of a much
bigger puzzle. The entire novel was written as Religions (plural, including
xtian) as it's main theme.  And none were blasted or put down. Hardly an
anti xtian genre like some people claim it to be (not on the net, I mean
locally).

Allen

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 02:08:25 GMT
From: duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca (Duncan A. MacGregor)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

The novelette "For I am a Jealous People" (which runs very much as the
previous poster described it) is by Lester del Rey; it can be found in _The
Best of Lester del Rey_ (which I am not sure is still in print).

Duncan

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 03:04:28 GMT
From: sraynerja@cc.curtin.edu.au
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
> may be totally areligious societies (though I haven't heard of any) and
> they may arise in the future, but in that case I think the author should
> at least make some attempt at explaining the absence of religion. The
> assumption certain authors (like Asimov) seem to make: that religion is a
> rest of primitive behaviour which mankind will sooner or later evolve
> away from is, to put it mildly, far from self-evident, especially
> since the characters in the stories in question tend to behave just like
> normal, 20th-century Americans (at least for American authors) in every
> other way.

    Asimov just ignores religion because none of his central characters are
religious.  However, if you read "Prelude to Foundation" he has a whole
section of the Empire's capital as being religious (worshipping robots in
fact).  Also in earlier Foundation novels, the Foundation starts forming
economic ties with nearby systems.  These ties, for the Foundationers, are
only economic while with the outlying systems they are religious.  That is,
the outlying worlds worship the scientists from the Foundation because they
can do almost magical things with atomic power and suchlike.  You will find
that Asimov leaves it out of his main characters because they are not
religious, but the minor characters are almost always religious or
superstitious in some way.

James

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 02:05:59 GMT
From: rob@bcarh148.bnr.ca (Rob Sutherland)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

I'm surprised that no one has mentioned James P. Hogan's "Inherit the
Stars" trilogy.  In the third book ("Giant's Star"), humans with the aid of
high technology are accused of deliberately slowing down the Earth's
progress by creating superstition and religion (the high tech allowed
"miracles" to occur).

Rob Sutherland
Bell-Northern Research
Ottawa, Ontario Canada 
{...}!uunet!bnrgate!bcarh148!rob  

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 13:32:22 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

rob@bcarh148.bnr.ca (Rob Sutherland) writes:
> I'm surprised that no one has mentioned James P. Hogan's "Inherit the
> Stars" trilogy.  In the third book ("Giant's Star"), humans with the aid
> of high technology are accused of deliberately slowing down the Earth's
> progress by creating superstition and religion (the high tech allowed
> "miracles" to occur).

I'm about half way through HOCUS POCUS by Vonnegut and his character is
just reading a story (reprinted without the author's name in "Blackgarter
Magazine") called THE PROTOCOLS OF THE ELDERS OF TRALFAMADORE.  The title
is of course a double joke.

In any event, the story is about super-intelligent entities made up of
cosmic strings that interfere with life on Earth.  For example, they tell
humans that there's this super being, who looks just like them, and is a
male, and sits on a throne, and have lots of little thrones and when they
die they'll get to sit on one of those thrones forever, just because
they're friends of that big being.  Vonnegut says that people on Earth just
ate that one up.  He then goes on to say how they told us that this super
beings hates everyone who isn't just like us and that we should develop
weapons and kill those people.  So we did.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 91 03:35:45 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Religion in Bujold? (was Re: SF and religion

Dan_Bloch@TRANSARC.COM writes:
>There is some religious science fiction out there.  Some of it is quite
>well written, and the religious themes don't detract from the story at
>all, for example the works of Lois McMaster Bujold, Elizabeth Moon, and

OK. You stumped me.  I'm afraid I can't remember any religious themes in
Bujold's books.  Well, it's been a while since I've read Shards and I
haven't read Falling Free, but the rest I've read fairly recently and I
can't say that I could pin down a religious theme in any of them.  Granted,
she puts her characters into some pretty serious moral dilemmas, but
they're not necessarily religious moral dilemmas.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 03:13:53 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>An interesting piece of SF work from Robert Heinlein which has possible
>anti-religious connotations (depending how you look at it) is _JOB: A
>Comedy of Justice_.  It does the same thing I saw you describing, and
>that's casting God in the role of almost-all-powerful bad-guy, bashing
>this poor schmoe all over the place, until Satan (in the form of a Texas
>millionaire, of all things) takes the little abused man in hand.
 
 Um, close, but actually it was Loki who was dumping on poor old St.
Alexander. God made a bet with Satan similar to the one he'd made millenia
ago over Job: that he had someone whose faith would remain unshakable no
matter what misfortunes befell him. Satan hadn't had much fun with the
first bet, and turned him down, so ol' Yahweh found someone else to make
the guy's life miserable.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu
userfe0u@rpitsmts.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 05:43:35 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
> What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?  I
> don't mean 'what you think of them in general.'  I'd like this on a story
> to story basis.  Just for the record, before I read _Behold the Man_ by
> Michael Moorcock, I thought that I would never like these types of
> stories.

If you'd like more, check out "The Tides of God" by Ted Reynolds.  A future
society of radical libertarians has located the Judeo-Christian God
cruising around in space, and buys a spaceship to go out and kill him for
doing so much harm in human history.  It's an outstanding story.  I'd call
it anti-Christian more than anti-religious.  As the ship approaches God,
God starts controlling the minds of the crew and passengers, turning them
from libertarians into Dominican-grade fanatic moralists.

The title comes from the repressive/progressive tides of human history.
The characters in the story have determined that God's influence only
extends to 10-20 lightyears or so, and He's drifting around at sub-light
speed, and is frequently too far away to affect things.  He was near Earth
from 2000 BC to 500 BC (during the old testament wars), then from 500 AD to
1600 AD (the Dark Ages).  His departure triggers the rise of classical
Greece, then the Renaissance.  (I probably have the dates messed up).

I'd say it ranks with "Waiting for the Galactic Bus" as a new and
interesting view of religion.

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA
1-508-967-5278
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz
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Date: 26 Apr 91 05:52:28 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

Magnus Olsson writes:
[In continuing a thread about anti-religious SF:]

> What is far more common, and that bothers me a bit, is the tendency for
> SF to be *areligious* - to forget religion altogether.

Matthew Wayne Gertz says:
> Those are some good points you bring up. Let me throw in a few ideas
> (these are just ideas, they don't necessarily reflect my personal views).
>
> 1) The reader needs characters he/she can identify with (hence the
> characters seem like 20th century Americans).
>
> 2) Applying a *known* (i.e. 20th C) religion to a character makes his/her
> actions more predictable and therefore less exciting; or,
>
> 3) Fiction is escapism. Religion often lays down a set of strict rules,
> and occasionally readers like to escape from such strict rules, and
> hence, having no religion in books is popular among readers; but,
>
> 4) Attacking a religion is bound to alienate certain readers, so religion
> isn't mentioned at all, for good or bad.

Bill Johnston writes:
> I don't agree with (3), but I would say that a reason there is little
> religion in sf is similar to (4).

I'm going to want to add a:

5) Religion plays so small a part in the _author's_ life as to be
deliberately or innocently forgotten.

> Many sf readers consider themselves agnostic at best, and would take
> serious

I hope not "serious"; folks who pride themselves on rationality would look
pretty silly trying to pretend religion doesn't exist and therefor its mere
inclusion in the normal run of a story is a grievous sin. I'm probably as
anti-thestic as they come, in the real world, but I can read and enjoy
_That Hideous Strength_ or _The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe_ or _The
Screwtape Letters_ without letting my private feelings poison my pleasure
at good writing.

> offense at fiction that apears to condone religion by including it (Note:
> not my view).

And SF authors, many of whom equate "enlightenment" with putting religion
behind (with many glaring exceptions, Walter Miller and CS Lewis for two
famous examples), don't experience religion in their own lives, and equate
their own preferences to the way history "should" work out.  For a person
not interested in religion, it is every bit as much work to research how
religions work as any other major plot element.  If that isn't the subject
matter of your story (and it very likely is _not_), why go to that much
extra effort, when it is quite possible to avoid mentioning the subject
altogether?

> There was already a message in this thread complaining (in a mild way)
> about inclusion of religious themes.

Depends. Folks drop in and start raving that you aren't taking their
private myth system seriously enough are going to get roasted to a turn;
anyone wanting to discuss the likely parallels with the eleventh century
Catholic church's struggles in the upcoming sequel to A Canticle for
Liebowicz is probably going to get a friendly ear.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 10:40:37 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

sraynerja@cc.curtin.edu.au writes:
>Asimov just ignores religion because none of his central characters are
>religious.

Well, I'm not sure it isn't the other way round...

>However, if you read "Prelude to Foundation" he has a whole section of the
>Empire's capital as being religious (worshipping robots in fact).

Indeed. This is perhaps more of the exception that proves the rule - if I
remember correctly (it was a while since I read the book), this section was
viewed as an anomaly, and the "enlightened" main characters marvel at the
primitve habits of the inhabitants.

>Also in earlier Foundation novels, the Foundation starts forming economic
>ties with nearby systems.  These ties, for the Foundationers, are only
>economic while with the outlying systems they are religious.  That is, the
>outlying worlds worship the scientists from the Foundation because they
>can do almost magical things with atomic power and suchlike.

Yes, but that isn't religion, it's a fraud! The Foundation people don't
believe in it themselves.

Perhaps I shouldn't have said that Asimov leaves religion out of his
stories altogether. But when he does include it, it's always in a rather
condescending way - religion is treated like a Victorian writer may treat
the "primitive superstitions" of some African tribe.

So, OK, there *is* religion in his books, but the main view is clearly
atheistic.

I think this is rather typical for most "hard" SF - the writers tend to
concentrate so much on how technology and science affect future societies
that they "forget" about things like religion. I also have a feeling that a
very large percentage of SF authors have some sort of "rationalist-atheist"
attitude - in its extreme form, the belief that religion is just the most
dangerous (since it's organized) form of superstition, shouldn't be a part
of a modern, rational society, and will probably die out when science
education gets more common (like the belief that the Earth is flat has all
but died out). My personal opinion is that these authors are missing
something - religion (and superstition as well) seems to be a deep-rooted
part of the human psychological make-up, which is *not* very easily
destroyed.

In the case of Asimov's treatment of religion, I think that he somehow
manages to make *all* his main characters seem like late-20th-century,
white, academic middle-class Europeans or east-coast Americans (perhaps
with one or two exceptions, but I doubt it) - perhaps the most secularized
people in the world.

[Let me just add that I like Asimov's stories anyway, before I get flamed
to death by two zillion Asimov lovers :-) ]

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 14:53:07 GMT
From: thornley@cs.umn.edu (David H. Thornley)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

ifaq570@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Kitchen) writes:
>>[Discussion of anti-religious sf]
>And let us not forget "Job, a comedy of justice " which brought up the
>idea that all the dieties and beliefs were ALL correct, just pieces of a
>much bigger puzzle. The entire novel was written as Religions (plural,
>including xtian) as it's main theme.  And none were blasted or put down.
>Hardly an anti xtian genre like some people claim it to be (not on the
>net, I mean locally).

Reread it and think about it.  It's not a bad story (although I keep
feeling envious of those who can see well enough to live without artificial
aid - *I* couldn't function after being transported from one world to
another with just a razor), but it is profoundly anti- Christian and has
the approximate philosophical depth of a cat's hairball.

The concept of the Christian God is that God is the Supreme Being in all
respects, and that's the only way Christianity works.  If God is on
something of a level moral ground with humanity, Christianity is nothing
but a bunch of losers praising someone else to the heavens so they can feel
good about abasing themselves to Him.  In _Job_, the protagonist deals much
as an equal with Satan, who deals much as an equal with God, Heaven is run
like a bad boarding school, and (if memory serves) a saint is given
permission to use nicknames for the Trinity so he can feel important.  This
is one of the most anti- Christian books I have ever seen.  At least
_Satanic_Verses_ had a certain basic respect for Islam.

Disclaimer: I am not a member of any organized religion (yeah, I know, this
means I'm in real trouble according to a few of them), but I do try to
respect other's religious beliefs (and expect the same courtesy from them).

DHT

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 17:15:50 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

One author who has gotten more and more under my skin the last few years is
Harry Harrison.  I enjoy his stories, particularly the Stainless Steel Rat
series; but it seems as if most books he has written in the last decade or
so have gotten more and more anti-religious.  Mind you, I'm far from being
a religious nut, but his approach just seemed so heavy-handed that I found
that it detracted from the story.  He would have a character pontificate
(if only in his own head) about how killing is the most unforgivable sin
since there is no afterlife (can you say atheist?).

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 15:16:43 GMT
From: jufier@daimi.aau.dk (Svend Jules Fjerdingstad)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney) writes:
>One of my faves is Harry Harrison's 'The Streets of Ashkelon'.

Another thought provoking short story by Harry Harrison on the theme of
religion is "An Alien Agony" about the impact of Christianity on an alien
civilization, which is totally unprepared for the manipulations of a human
religion.  It can be found in "Penguin Science Fiction Omnibus".

Svend Jules Fjerdingstad
Computer Science Department
University of Aarhus
Ny Munkegade 116, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark
jufier@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 91 19:29:46 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Religion in Bujold? (was Re: SF and religion

I wrote:
>There is some religious science fiction out there.  Some of it is quite
>well written, and the religious themes don't detract from the story at
>all, for example the works of Lois McMaster Bujold, Elizabeth Moon, and

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
> OK. You stumped me.  I'm afraid I can't remember any religious themes in
> Bujold's books.  Well, it's been a while since I've read Shards and I
> haven't read Falling Free, but the rest I've read fairly recently and I
> can't say that I could pin down a religious theme in any of them.
> Granted, she puts her characters into some pretty serious moral dilemmas,
> but they're not necessarily religious moral dilemmas.

By and large I am referring to the serious moral dilemmas.  But consider
that they occur in every single book, and that their resolution is as
important to the characters and the plot as the resolution of physical
dilemmas.  If it ever came down to a choice, Miles would lose a battle
before he would break his word.  (IMHO.)  Furthermore, the moral dilemmas
tend to be variations on a few themes common to most Western religions:
sanctity of human life, the inviolability of one's word or
responsibilities, and sacrifice for others.  The dilemmas aren't solved
through cleverness, but through adherence to an absolute moral standard.

A quick run-through of the books:   (SPOILERS)

In _Shards of Honor_, Miles's mother refuses to compromise on the safety of
one of her crew who is brain-damaged in an attack.  Much is made of Miles's
father's credo of never harming prisoners, and of an incident in his past
where prisoners of his were killed by a subordinate.  The crux of the book
hinges on Miles's father and the Emperor's sacrifice of their own honor for
the greater good of Barrayar, and the greatest conflict of the book is
Miles's mother's struggle not to destroy this by revealing the truth about
it.

This is the book where the religious elements are closest to the surface.
Miles's mother is the only avowed religious person ("theist") in any of the
books, but her ideals and morality are a touchstone for Miles and his
father throughout all the books.  My recollection is that the discussion in
the book is always in terms of honor, but the descriptions sound
suspiciously like the religious concept of grace.

_The Warrior's Apprentice_ is mostly just fun, but we are introduced to the
issue of Miles refusing to break his word, and his feelings about the death
or wounding of people under his command.

I don't remember all that much about the next three books.  _Ethan of
Athos_ deals with the concept of responsibility for descendents, even if
they're conceived in a lab and related only through chromosomes, and
_Falling Free_ deals with responsibilities toward a created race.  The
moral conflict in _Brothers in Arms_ has to do with Miles's responsibility
for his clone as his little brother.  ("Am I my brother's keeper?")

_Borders of Infinity_ contains three short works.  In 'The Mountains of
Mourning', the conflict is almost all moral rather than military.  The
issues are of the responsibilities of the strong to protect the weak, and
the idea that disability doesn't make one any less human.  'Borders of
Infinity', in the context of a created fake religion, deals with the power
of faith in any ideal.  The third story (title?) is mostly just an
adventure, but does raise, yet again, the issue of responsibility to ones
genes, and that a being's humanity is not less for being created in a lab.

I can't think of too much moral content in _The Vor Game_, but the conflict
in the first part of the book is over sacrifice for the lives of others.

One could argue that the books themselves are not religious, but they're
written from a religious viewpoint and promote religious values.

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 06:19:32 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>I should know who wrote this, but all I can remember is the great title:
>"For I am a Jealous People", a substantial story or novelette in which
>Yahweh gives up on the human species and takes up with (and imports for
>invasion to displace humans) another race, using the same tactics with
>which He assisted the Israeli's to escape Pharoah and to retake Palestine
>after the Egyptian exile.

There is a story I read in an anthology, several years ago.  Vaguely like
this one, only one of the "miracles" was a meteor crashing into Luna and
destroying the base there.  A priest manages to see one of the religious
rites of the alien foes, complete with YHWH and everything.  I think this
is a story I would like to read again, but I don't even remember the title,
let alone author or the book I read it in.  It had a gread ending, I
remember thinking.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 10:06:54 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: SF and religion (was: anti-religious SF)

Well, one more thought just struck me:

One fact that is often mentioned about Farmer is that he was the one to
introduce sex in SF - before Farmer, SF authors simply pretended sex didn't
exist.

Maybe the reason that so mauch SF simply ignores religion is something
similar - SF simply "isn't supposed to" deal with sensitive subjects, such
as sex and religion? The SF world used to have a blind spot for sex and
bodily functions in general, many SF heroes seem to be devoid not only of
sex lives but also of any bodily functions, except the need for food
(totally harmless in our society) and air (important for stories about
space!). In the same way, perhaps many authors more or less deliberately
chose not to write about religion since SF books weren't supposed to have
any religion in them?

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 18:17:58 GMT
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet (Richard S. Smith)
Subject: Anti-Religion SF

Two stories come immediately to mind:

"The Star" - Arthur C. Clarke - Heavily anthologized, was the basis for an
episode of the (new) Twilight Zone, even though they botched it IMHO with a
lot a moralizing at the end that Clarke left to the reader.

The basic plot concerns an expedition to a planet that was wiped out by a
supernova.  As the human archaelolgists discover how wonderful this
civilization was, they lament on the tradgedy of it's destruction.  And
then, they discover that the nova explosion was seen from Earth as the Star
of Bethlehem.

"Cage a Man" - F.M. Busby - an under-recognized novella that I recommend
very highly.  This book does not deal with religion per se, but it makes
some very strong statements on the horrors that one group of people can
inflict on another when they believe that what they are doing is the "good
and right thing to do".

This plot concerns an alien race (the "Demu") who kidnap and imprison
various human species, and then "convert" them into Demus through a
combination of plastic surgery and behavioral conditioning.  I consider
this to be an appropriate metaphor for what *some* religions do to the
human psyche.

Richard Smith
rss@calstate.bitnet
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Date: 29 Apr 91 19:06:30 GMT
From: marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl Jr.)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
> What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?

I'm surprised that no one's mentioned "Contact" by Carl Sagan.  Religion is
the central theme of the story.  It's the scientists vs. the faithful.
Great arguments amongst them.  I really enjoyed the book.  I guess Sagan
has beliefs similar to mine.

Marshall

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 04:02:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Behold the Man

   Someone said that Behold the Man was an anti-religion book, and I'm
wondering if that's entirely true.  

SPOILERS!

   It seems to me that the crux of the story is that humanity needs to
believe in something, no matter how outrageous.  Someone who tries to
reduce religion to science is breaking the natural order, and something
weird is Going to happen.  People who practice religion in countries where
it is banned need to believe in something and religion is most accessable
(from parents, since the gov't isn't going to give it to them!).  People
who don't believe in religion believe in something else.  Perhaps science,
although people in repressed countries tend not to worship science.
Science can't give them hope.  Social Darwinism spells death for them.
    But I digress.  My question is: Is _Behold the Man_ for religion, or
against it?  Karl Glogauer believes in Jesus so much that he is willing ot
to do anything to keep up the story.  He gives everything he has because he
believes that strongly in the religion.  Now, does this mean that religion
is something that people sacrifice themselves for, and that returns nothing
to them, or does it say that people who sacrifice themselves for religion
get the most out of it?
   What do YOU think?

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 01:36:03 GMT
From: CRAIG@mitvmc.mit.edu (Ed Craig)
Subject: William Tenn (Was anti-religious sf)

Ken Paul Dolan said:
>I should know who wrote this, but all I can remember is the great title:
>"For I am a Jealous People", a substantial story or novelette in which

    William Tenn, Chilson's "Men Like Rats" lifted another of his themes,
for which reason I've yet to read it. Ballantine issued all of Tenn's work
in the mid to late '60's, but my copies have disappeared into the mists of
time, and he's out of print these days, more's the pity.
    Worth reading. Strong Diaspora Jewish themes, lots of wry, black humor.

Ed Craig

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 17:17:14 GMT
From: rorschak@daimi.aau.dk (Jesper Lauridsen)
Subject: Re: William Tenn (Was anti-religious sf)

CRAIG@MITVMC.MIT.EDU (Ed Craig) writes:
>Ken Paul Dolan said:
>>I should know who wrote this, but all I can remember is the great title:
>>"For I am a Jealous People", a substantial story or novelette in which
>
>   William Tenn, Chilson's "Men Like Rats" lifted another of his themes,
>for which reason I've yet to read it. Ballantine issued all of Tenn's work
>in the mid to late '60's, but my copies have disappeared into the mists of
>time, and he's out of print these days, more's the pity.
>
>   Worth reading. Strong Diaspora Jewish themes, lots of wry, black humor.

Does anyone have a list of Tenn short stories and novels? I have only have
had the chance to read ~10 of his short stories and I find them brilliant.

Thanks.

Jesper Lauridsen
Datalogisk Afdeling
Matematisk Institut
Aarhus Universitet
rorschak@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 12:59:49 GMT
From: dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David P Brennan)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

Well, I accidentally took out stuff I wanted to reply to, but no matter.
The gist of it was to discuss favorite (or not so favorite) time travel
stories and I have one, but can't remember author/title. Goes like so: Mad
scientist (very mad) walks in on his wife and another guy, vows revenge.
So he invents time machine in about 2 hours, goes back in time, kills his
wife's parents, which doesn't work. Goes back and kills some more ancestors.
Doesn't work. Each time he does this, he becomes mores ghost-like, till at
the end, he's pretty much out of the normal fabric of the world.  I *do*
remember the anthology it was in- _Cosmic Laughter_ ed. by Joe Haldeman.

Any takers?

Dave Brennan
UPitt SLIS
dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 11:37:21 GMT
From: u894687@tasman.cc.utas.edu.au (LEJA)
Subject: Time Travel Not Posible

I have often wondered if time travel is posible and have always come to the
same conclusion. I would like to express this and get some reactions.

Basically if time travel was/is/will be posible then A future would Exist.
 So in this future they would have  *** Time Travel***.
 So they would test it and may-be even use it. So why are we not being
visited by future people or even sizzled monkeys used in experment.  Of
course you could say that U.F.O.'s are in fact these experiments, but why
buzz such uninteresting things as cars on roads in the middle of no where.
 Please let me hear your thoughts.

Lee Edward John Arnould

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 14:13:51 GMT
From: khale@alydar.eng.sun.com (Abhijit Khale)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

dpbst3@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David P Brennan) writes:
>gist of it was to discuss favorite (or not so favorite) time travel
>stories and I have one, but can't remember author/title. Goes like so: Mad
>scientist (very mad) walks in on his wife and another guy, vows revenge.
>So he invents time machine in about 2 hours, goes back in time, kills his
>wife's parents, which doesn't work. Goes back and kills some more
>ancestors.  Doesn't work. Each time he does this, he becomes mores
>ghost-like, till at the end, he's pretty much out of the normal fabric of
>the world.

_The_men_who_murdered_Muhammad_ by Alfred Bester. Great story, very funny.
It also has the concept that each persons time line is separate, so if you
create havoc in the past, you disrupt only your own time line.

My favourite time travel stories are by Heinlein : 
_By_his_bootstraps_
_All_You_Zombies_
_The_Door_Into_Summer_

Abhijit

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 14:24:17 GMT
From: ras671@unhd.unh.edu (Robert A Seace)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Not Posible

u894687@tasman.cc.utas.edu.au (LEJA) writes:
>I have often wondered if time travel is posible and have always come to
>the same conclusion. I would like to express this and get some reactions.
>
>Basically if time travel was/is/will be posible then A future would Exist.
> So in this future they would have  *** Time Travel***.
> So they would test it and may-be even use it. So why are we not being
>visited by future people or even sizzled monkeys used in experment.  Of
>course you could say that U.F.O.'s are in fact these experiments, but why
>buzz such uninteresting things as cars on roads in the middle of no where.

   Well, perhaps they are smart enough to know better than to mess around
with history, lest they change something accidentally and cause themselves
to no longer exist or some such.  As far as my opinion about time travel
into the past... I really don't know; it's possible (ANYTHING is possible),
but I don't know how probable it is.  Of course, travel into the future is
certainly possible, without a doubt.

Robert A. Seace
ras671@unhd.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 14:55:36 GMT
From: gcw2@po.cwru.edu (Geoffrey C. Wedig)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Not Posible

u894687@tasman.cc.utas.edu.au (LEJA) says:
>I have often wondered if time travel is posible and have always come to
>the same conclusion. I would like to express this and get some reactions.
>>
>Basically if time travel was/is/will be posible then A future would Exist.
> So in this future they would have  *** Time Travel***.
> So they would test it and may-be even use it. So why are we not being
>visited by future people or even sizzled monkeys used in experment.  Of
>course you could say that U.F.O.'s are in fact these experiments, but why
>buzz such uninteresting things as cars on roads in the middle of no where.

Well, think about it this way.  If you were a time traveller, going back to
a primitive civilization (us), would you be so obvious about your origin
that the primitives would recognize you for what you were?  I don't think
so.  You'd disguise yourself, or otherwise make yourself unnoticed, so as
to avoid any complications that might arise from recognition.  Just because
we haven't seen them, doesn't mean they don't exist.

G. C. Wedig

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 16:13:32 GMT
From: wshunn@cranial.utah.edu (William Shunn)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Stories

I like the story by Robert Silverberg from his collection BEYOND THE SAFE
ZONE, entitled "(now - x), (now + x)" or something to that effect.  After
some bizarre event, a man is sent see-sawing back and forth through time,
and he makes a killing in the stock market.

POSSIBLE SPOILER

But the one I really love is "Ripples in the Dirac Sea" by Geoffrey A.
Landis.  This story appeared in ASIMOV'S a couple of years ago and won a
Nebula last year.  It's the story of physicist trapped in a hotel fire just
before he is to give a presentation on his new time-travel device.  He uses
the device over and over to escape the burning room, but the physics of
time travel (embodied in the theories of P.A.M. Dirac) dictate that he
always will return to the exact moment of his departure.  He can never
change the course of events leading to the fire.  He can only live in the
best moments of his past, knowing that he will soon return to the burning
room and be another millisecond closer to death.

The only thing I dislike about Geoff's story is the title.  His original
title was "Notes on the Theory and Practice of Time Travel," but he changed
it when he discovered that Niven had once written an article with the same
title.  We, his workshopping brothers and sisters, tried to convince him to
keep the original title, but to no avail.  So now we have an excellent
story from Geoff Landis with a stupid title.  Hunt this one down if you
haven't read it.  It's worth your time.  And the physics are very
plausible.

D. William Shunn
University of Utah

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 21:54:25 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Not Posible

u894687@tasman.cc.utas.edu.au (LEJA) says:
>Basically if time travel was/is/will be posible then A future would Exist.
> So in this future they would have  *** Time Travel***.
> So they would test it and may-be even use it. So why are we not being
>visited by future people or even sizzled monkeys used in experment.  Of
>course you could say that U.F.O.'s are in fact these experiments, but why
>buzz such uninteresting things as cars on roads in the middle of no where.

   It is an interesting realm for thought experiments.  I've had some
thoughts on time travel before, but not all of this is original.

   If time is all laid out in advance, then the time travellers would have
to be around.  No society could prevent unauthorized time travel until the
end of time.  The only solution here would be that the travellers are not
believed, and most are not stupid enough to say who they are for fear of
persecution by the government or being locked up in asylums.

   I prefer a system where time is dynamic.  That is, all of time changes
through some other time dimension.  There may be other ways of varying all
of time, but my human psychological basis comes up with the 'secondary time
axis' concept first.  The first such I can think of just removes the
poosibility of contradictions such as killing your grandfather.  If you go
back in time and kill your grandfather and then go forward again, you end
up in a world where you were never born.  Just because you weren't born
here doesn't mean you weren't born anywhere.  The problem with the
secondary time axis is then that you can't have time travel along it
without creating a third time axis, etc.

   Another possible method is the "all things already exist" model. In this
one, all possible futures stemming from the beginning of time exist
simultaneously.  When you wonder whether you should go back in time, some
copies of yourself in some of these decide to do it and some decide not to.
Because of the probablistic nature of the model, there would neccesarily be
a universe like ours where no time traveller had made enough of an
impression for time travel to be taken seriously.

   I'm rapidly convincing myself that what I'm saying has nothing to do
with your question, but it all depends on how likely you think it is that a
traveller can make himself believed in our world.  That's what matters, not
all the drivel above.  And who can say?

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 03:41:06 GMT
From: sword@buast9.bu.edu (Bill Mackiewicz)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

>On this thread, would anyone like to talk about their favourite time
>travel stories? Two that spring to mind are The Time Machine by HG Wells -
>great story that - and a short story by Pierre Boule (author of Monkey
>Planet) which was about a guy who is tricked into pressing the start
>button on a portable time machine, goes back in time a few hours, and is
>doomed to follow the same seqence of events for all eternity. Interesting
>idea that.

   Actually, in reference to Wells' "Time Machine", back when I was about
10 or so, I read a book entitled "Time Machine II", which was by a
different author, but had designed the book to be a sequel to the original
TM.  They had some interesting ideas in the book, and I especially liked
the ending.  Just out of curiousity, has anyone seen this?  And if so, WHAT
WAS THE AUTHOR'S NAME?????? I can't remember, and it's bothered me for a
decade now.

Bill Mackiewicz
Department of Astronomy                         |
Boston University     
sword@fish.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 04:02:02 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Not Posible

   I've always found Niven's article ``The Theory and Practice of Time
Travel'' (found in _All the Myriad Ways_ among other places) to be fairly
definitive.  What follows is paraphrased from the article, as my memory
will allow.

   First, he discards the ``sideways-in-time'' as a cheat.  This type of
travel postulates that every event happens in *every* possible way.  So all
time-travel becomes is finding the universe where the changes you've made
have occurred.  (The societal effects of this are explored in ``All the
Myriad Ways'' in the same collection.  Excellent story, I'd rate it one of
his best.)

   Basically, there are two major types of time travel: observational and
interactive.  Observational time-travel involves only what it implies - you
watch without interaction.  In this way, past events cannot be altered and
everything is hunky-dory.

   Interactive time-travel is what gets us into trouble.  Here there are
two sub-classes: unalterable or alterable past.  If the past is
unalterable, then despite what interactions you have, nothing changes.  No
problem.  This is only interesting for stories of the hero battling fate
and losing.  Deterministic time-travel at its best.

   If the past is alterable, it can be completely alterable or only locally
alterable.  Let's consider what is meant by ``completely alterable'' first.

   In essence, ``completely alterable'' says that any time a person
constructs a time machine and travels back to a particular time, *all* the
dice get thrown again.  For each and every trip back in time, you get a
different universe.  We'll discuss what that means later.

   ``Locally alterable'' is basically what it implies.  Niven postulates a
sort of ``Conservation of Events.'' That is, the universe as a whole
resists meddling with the past.  This is akin to the idea that there are no
``key'' events - events that, had they turned out differently, would have
altered all of history.  The way this is accomplished is by fiddling with
probabilities.  Attempt to kill Hitler in his sleep, and probabilities will
shift to place someone else in power.  Attempt to save Jesus with a
submachinegun, and it will *positively* jam.

   So what do both of these types of time-travel imply?  Consider the
completely alterable case.  If time travel is possible, then a machine will
be invented, somewhere, by someone.  The problem is, there are *too* many
events in *too* much of the past that *too* many people have *too* many
good reason for fiddling with.  So the universe will be in a constant state
of flux, until the dice are thrown and it happens that in the new universe
*no one* *ever* invents a time machine.

   This universe will not change again.

   Under locally alterable, what is the simplest probability change that
will prevent *all* meddling with the past?  You guessed it - no time
machines.

   So, Niven wraps up the article with Niven's Law:

Niven's Law:  If the universe permits time travel and alteration of the
   past, then no time machine will be invented in that
   universe. 

cerebus@cs.bu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 12 May 91 10:09:14 GMT
From: glenn@bessel.umd.edu ("D. Glenn Arthur Jr.")
Subject: Gael Baudino

Well, Gael Baudino has done it to me again.  I just stayed up until
daybreak to finish _Strands_of_Starlight_, and I had meant to go to bed
early.  She's two for two, since I did the same thing when I read
_Gossamer_Axe_ a couple months ago.

Both books leave me with a desire to _do_ things.  Great things.  And in
addition to that desire, the feeling that I can make a difference in the
world and Get Things Done.  Rather inspiring books.

And if it hadn't been for the cover painting for _Gossamer_Axe_ being in
the art show at last Disclave (I think that's where I saw it), I might not
have gotten around to reading Ms. Baudino's work.  Especially since the
blurb on the back cover of _Gossamer_Axe_ makes the novel sound so
incredibly hokey.  If you see either book in a store, don't read the back
covers.  Buy the books.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 20:26:01 GMT
From: paradoxh@athena.mit.edu
Subject: Query: Xenocide?

A quick question: Has _Xenocide_ by Orson Scott Card been published yet?
And, if not, when is it due?

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 21:24:36 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Query: Xenocide?

paradoxh@athena.mit.edu writes:
>A quick question: Has _Xenocide_ by Orson Scott Card been published yet?
>And, if not, when is it due?

No. It was scheduled for August, but Tor just notified me the publication
date has been moved forward to July 15. Since it's hardcover, this means
it'll hit the stores in July (paperbacks tend to hit the stores the month
prior to the official date)

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 14:42:07 GMT
From: bmo1@ra.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: Re: Query: Xenocide?

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>paradoxh@athena.mit.edu writes:
>>A quick question: Has _Xenocide_ by Orson Scott Card been published yet?
>>And, if not, when is it due?
>
>No. It was scheduled for August, but Tor just notified me the publication
>date has been moved forward to July 15. Since it's hardcover, this means
>it'll hit the stores in July (paperbacks tend to hit the stores the month
>prior to the official date)

Is the new book supposed to incorporate or come after the story published
in Analog sometime last year?

SPOILERS ahead used to identify story.

The story to which I refer (can't remember the title or issue) was about a
girl who was assigned to figure out the truth of the fleet sent to
Lusitania, supposedly to destroy the rebel colony and the piggies.

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 19:38:27 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Query: Xenocide?

bmo1@ra.MsState.Edu (CrayDeath) writes:
>Is the new book supposed to incorporate or come after the story published
>in Analog sometime last year?

That story was Gloriously Bright, and, yes, that excerpt was about 25% of
the novel (GB was 42,000 words, Xenocide is 167,000). It was in the January
1991 Analog

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 01:51:45 GMT
From: mg@godzilla.cgl.rmit.oz.au (Mike Gigante)
Subject: Re: Orsen Scott Card?

Like Agapow, I am a bit tired of the sad exploited "young brilliant XXXX"
(for all skills XXXX) recurring theme of Card's novels.

Still, he spins a good yarn, it is just that it has become pretty
predictable.

I have read the Prentice Alvin trilogy, it is basically so far parts 1,2,3
of about a 7 part story. So many unanswered questions.

People of the fringe is *VERY* different to his other work. Card is a
Mormon, this book is almost a Mormon work, certainly the Mormon themes
myths and belief abound in each of the short stories that make up this
book. I enjoyed the first story (apart from the ending) but found the rest
rather uninspiring. Personally, I could not recommend this book.

Contrary to J-P, I found treason to be very similar to the other Card's
books, both in the child prodigy them and the sad, exploited people idea. I
don't remember the writing as being any worse. I guess it depends what
order you read his books. My opinion has steadily diminished, I read
Treason reasonably early in my sequence.

Mike Gigante

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 16:46:06 GMT
From: keith@and.cs.liv.ac.uk (Keith Halewood)
Subject: Re: Clarke and Gentry Lee: Cradle

nomann@diku.dk (Ole Nomann Thomsen) writes:
> Hi. I just finished Cradle. The only question left in my mind is: Why ?
> That is: Why write this book ? It seems utterly unnecessary to me.
> 
> But maybe I'm too negative: What do you people out there think ?

On the whole, yes, Cradle was dreadful. I hated the almost half-hearted
switch between terrestrial events and the so-called 'details' of the
Proclamations.

I expected the same of Rama II when it became available but it was rather
better although not a patch on the original Rendezvous with Rama. Hopefully
things will improve with Rama III and Rama IV (I don't see the logic of
having a fourth book when the Ramans did everything in groups of three).

The sex scenes aren't exactly out of place, just too blatant. Clarke's
handling of sex in Songs of Distant Earth, for example, works fine - it's
obviously part of the story.

At least Ghost from the Grand Banks has shown that ACC has not been
contaminated by GL!!

Keith Halewood
Dept. Computer Science
Liverpool University.    
Internet: keith%and.cs.liv.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
UUCP: ..!mcsun!ukc!liv-cs!keith

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 13:59:55 GMT
From: calloway@hplvec.lvld.hp.com (Frank Calloway)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

YOURAA%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
> Anybody out there know how many Phaid the Gambler books Mick Farren
> wrote?

If I remember correctly, there were two.  I don't recall the name of the
second one, but it was a sequel to the first.

Frank Calloway

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 02:40:36 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

"calloway@hplvec.LVLD.HP.COM (Frank Calloway)" writes:
>> Anybody out there know how many Phaid the Gambler books Mick Farren
>> wrote?
>
>If I remember correctly, there were two.  I don't recall the name of the
>second one, but it was a sequel to the first.

Can anyone confirm that there is a second PtG book??? If so this
represents a serious hole in my Mick Farren collection (I thought it was
complete!)

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 12:38:25 GMT
From: steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

calloway@hplvec.LVLD.HP.COM (Frank Calloway) writes:
>YOURAA%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
>>Anybody out there know how many Phaid the Gambler books Mick Farren
>>wrote?
>
> If I remember correctly, there were two.  I don't recall the name of the
> second one, but it was a sequel to the first.

The title of the second one is "Citizen Phaid". I have a double edition
(book 1&2) titled "The Song Of Phaid The Gambler".  (I bought "Citizen
Phaid" by a mistake, and discovered that I already had read it...)

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 23:57:51 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa::bailey)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

"steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)" writes:
>The title of the second one is "Citizen Phaid". I have a double edition
>(book 1&2) titled "The Song Of Phaid The Gambler".  (I bought "Citizen
>Phaid" by a mistake, and discovered that I already had read it...)

Hang on a second.  Does this mean that the book "The Song Of Phaid The
Gambler" (which I have) CONTAINS the book "Citizen Phaid" (which I do not
have)

So is my Mick Farren collection missing a book at all ??

Where does (and how does) the book "Citizen Phaid" start out so I can
check in TSOPC and confirm that it does indeed contain CP?

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 17:04:54 GMT
From: robert@pgd.dialix.oz.au (Rob Masters)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

Well, it is like this: In the begining, there was "The song of Phaid the
Gambler", and all was well. Then the evil demons known as /Publishers/ said
unto the masses "But this tome is so great that we shall extort TWICE the
sum from you.", and, lo!, they did - by dividing the Work into two volumes,
the first being called "Phaid the Gambler", and the second "Citizen Phaid".
And so the masses were deceived by the demon Publishers, and paid their
monies.

Here endeth the lesson.

Rob Masters
robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 91 07:46:00 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: anti-religious sf

fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald) writes:
> WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>> What do various people think of specific anti-religious sf stories?
> If you'd like more, check out "The Tides of God" by Ted Reynolds.
>
> I'd say it ranks with "Waiting for the Galactic Bus" as a new and
> interesting view of religion.

Speaking of which, any rumors of a sequel to _The Snake Oil Wars_ to make
it a trilogy?  It's been fun, so far.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 20:40:08 GMT
From: mce@tc.fluke.com (Brian McElhinney)
Subject: Re: Hand's WINTERLONG

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>Hoffman.El_Segundo@XEROX.COM writes:
>> What can anyone tell me about _Winterlong_ by Elizabeth Hand?  Worth
>> buying?
>
>All I know about this book is that among the authors whose raving blurbs
>appear on the cover Samuel Delany, Pat Murphy, William Gibson, and George
>Alec Effinger.  I think that's pretty good advertising.

I was disappointed with WINTERLONG.  The book is a complex mix of
characters, mysteries, mysticism, and violence, written with a somewhat
poetic style.  I suspect this is what the blurbs are raving about.  But it
just didn't tie together well.  Too much of the book seemed pointless, in
the end.

(I also have an admitted bias against books told from multiple points of
view, something the plot in WINTERLONG practically requires.  That doesn't
stop me from enjoying, for example, DESOLATION ROAD, it just means the
writer has to work harder for me to buy into the multiple life stories.)

In all, not bad for a first book.  Hand has definite talent as writer.

Mild warning: some people might be shocked and upset by some of the graphic
violence.  I just found it over done.  To each their own.
  
Brian McElhinney
mce@tc.fluke.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 14:43:31 GMT
From: MCCULLY@sncac.snc.edu
Subject: L'Engle

In Madeleine L'Engle's interconnected works, do we ever find out what
happened to Charles Wallace? I.e. did he grow up, get a job, etc.?  Please
e-mail me with knowledge or speculation.

Thanks.

Mike McCully
mccully@sncac.snc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 16:30:04 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Phantom Banjo

The Phantom Banjo, by Elizabeth Scarborough.

"The Phantom Banjo" is the first book of Scarborough's "Songkiller Saga".
The premise is that the devils (denomination unspecified) have concluded
that the only thing preventing the world from going their way in a hand-
basket is folk song, and that folk song must go.

They start (via their mortal minions) with legal and bureaucratic pressures
to tax and regulate folk singers out of work.  (Some aspects of this phase,
such as the ban on foreign performers, are based in reality.)  Then they
start getting nasty, and major folk singers - the ones too prominent to
bully out of work, begin encountering fatal accidents.

Finally Sam Hawthorne (a fictional singer, essentially a Pete Seeger clone)
dies, and the devils go into high gear - magically, nobody can remember any
of the songs he sang.  (That's a lot of songs.)  And nobody can look them
up, because the devils have been busy destroying archives, tape and record
collections, song books... However, Hawthorne's *banjo* survives, and *it*
remembers all the tunes, if not the words.

The book wasn't much fun to read.  It's like the sort of protest song you
get when the writer is too close to the problem, and doesn't realize that
what was meant to be sarcasm is coming across as venom.  Here's a sample
from near the beginning.  The President of the US (a former model) is
talking: "...They cry because there's not enough money to go around but
have repeatedly backed our enemies in Congress in thwarting our efforts to
start a nice long profitable war that will let us annex profitable mineral
rights in a few two-bit countries that are going to the Reds anyway."  The
whole book is written at about this level of subtlety.

It's too bad.  In "Song of Sorcery", Scarborough gave a good demonstration
of how to write about a ballad.  In "Picking the Ballad's Bones", the
sequel to "Phantom Banjo", I expect she'll show us how not to do it.  One
star.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 12:36:00 GMT
From: mike@ntsc-rd.navy.mil ("Mike Allen")
Subject: (none)

Hello,
   I just started reading Robert Silverberg's _Star of the Gypsies_ and am
having a hard time staying interested.  I like "hard" sci fi and the ghost
planet of Mulano is bit to weird for my tiny, closed mind.

   Any comments??

M. Allen

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 15:25:58 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Silverberg (was (none)

   I find that when Robert Silverberg tries to write a full novel (or
worse, a long novel), he doesn't do a very good job. He has some excellent
short stories and short novels and is second only to Harlan Ellison in
number of awards won.  Of course, the number of awards he's won is
insignificant compared to the number of books he's written. I have a list
of about 70 titles by him.

   But does anyone agree that he does far better on shorts than long
novels?  Does anyone have counterexamples to this?

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 17:48:23 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Silverberg (was (none)

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>    I find that when Robert Silverberg tries to write a full novel (or
> worse, a long novel), he doesn't do a very good job. He has some
> excellent short stories and short novels and is second only to Harlan
> Ellison in number of awards won.  Of course, the number of awards he's
> won is insignificant compared to the number of books he's written. I have
> a list of about 70 titles by him.

How do you define "long novel"?  Are Thorns, Dying Inside, Up the Line,
Those Who Watch, and so forth "long"?  They are certainly good novels.  Or
are you defining long as the length of Lord Valentine's Castle and Star of
Gypsies (both of which I'd also call good).

I agree that Silverberg has produced a lot of significant short work. But I
think he has also produced a significant number of very good novels.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 20:42:46 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Silverberg (was (none))

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>But does anyone agree that he does far better on shorts than long novels?
>Does anyone have counterexamples to this?

Counterexamples:

   Thorn
   Downward to the Earth
   The Stochastic Man

all of which I liked and were 190+ pages, if memory serves ( unless you
consider that short ).  I didnt' really care for _Lord Valentine's Castle_
which is about as long as he's written.
   What did people think of _At Winter's End_ and _The New Springtime_.
I've bought them, but haven't read them yet.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 09:02:42 GMT
From: BECKS@taunivm.tau.ac.il (Sara Beck)
Subject: Hyperion, or, Is there an English major in the house?

While browsing through a completely unrelated book, I found a reference to
the poet John Keats having written or at least started poems titled
"Hyperion" and "The Fall of Hyperion".  I can`t believe that the recent
Simmons titles can be coincidences.  How are the books and the poems
related? (I haven`t read the books although I plan to very soon; if the
books start with a lengthy essay on how they are inspired by Keats, I
apologize for wasting everyone`s electrons.)  

Sara Beck

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 23:58:36 GMT
From: Colin_Jones@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Best anthology & title request

There were these 2 related anthologies I read a while back (about 9 years)
that IMHO were the best I've ever read (of course, my view may be coloured
by time). I can't remember the names, but they were about SF with
psychological and sociological aspects (and had those two words in their
respective titles. I also remember that the copies I read had the Escher
picture 'Rind' on the covers.  If anyone knows the titles and editor(s)
could they please email me?

Colin_Jones@kcbbs.gen.nz

------------------------------
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Date: 25 Apr 91 21:23:02 GMT
From: ajg1@ukc.ac.uk (A.J.Garde)
Subject: SF FILMS

I am currently trying to collect together as comprehensive a list of SF
films as possible. This includes the good, the bad, and the very ugly.  To
aid me in my task I would be grateful if any of you could supply
information. Please send as little or as much as you can, i.e. from just
the title, up to a cast list, writer, and plot synopsis. Even if you just
send the title, I can try and find out about it elsewhere. If you want to
say what you thought of the film, include that too.

Please, please, email me, don't post it to the net.

Thanks.

Alan James Garde
ajg1@uk.ac.ukc

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 15:24:14 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: "Planet Earth" (was: stuff)

DANIGR%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU said:
> Does anyone remember a movie which women dominated society and controlled
> the men with some sort of drug that was mixed in with their gruel that
> made them docile and afraid of women? It was a really strange movie,it
> indicated that there wasn't that sort of communities all over the place.
> Only the 'civilized' towns was like that. The men were called 'dinks' and
> they were like cattle and bought for breeding purposes.

That's "Planet Earth," a 1974 tv-movie which was Gene Roddenberry's second
try at a pilot for a new tv series.  The first try had been "Genesis II" a
year earlier.  G2 had starred Alex Cord; John Saxon starred in PE.  Some
but not all of the support cast was the same in the two movies.

Basically, the hero was a near-future NASA scientist who'd been
experimenting with suspended animation and accidentally got frozen for a
couple of hundred years (the experiment was only supposed to run for a few
weeks, but there was this earthquake that buried his underground lab at
Carlsbad (sp?) Caverns, and then WWIII broke out and people sort of lost
interest in digging him out).

He was revived by an organization called PAX that was trying to put things
back together after about 160 years of chaos, anarchy and technological
collapse.  They had close to the highest tech around, including access to a
nearly worldwide maglev subway system that had been complete shortly before
Things Fell Apart, and they were using it as their transportation in their
continuing mission to seek out new life and new civilizations, to boldly go
- - well, you get the idea. :-)

Anyway, one of the zillion isolated cultures was the matriarchy which was
the focus of the PE movie.  Not all that well done, and definitely not good
enough to interest any network in picking up the idea as a series.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 16:53:27 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Ginger Daniels / queries

DANIGR%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
> Does anyone remember a movie which women dominated society and controlled
> the men with some sort of drug that was mixed in with their gruel that
> made them docile and afraid of women?

   "PLANET EARTH," Gene Roddenberry's second pilot for the "GENESIS II"
series.  Shot about 1972, and approximately 72 minutes in length, at least
the version that runs on TV all the time.  Stars John Saxon in the lead,
and has Janet Margolin and Diana Muldaur in major parts.  Script was mostly
by Gene Roddenberry and Juanita Bartlett, and was Gene's attempt to tell a
story designed to make the network management cringe; he'd been noticing
for years that they blanched whenever he did a script with a powerful
female figure, or women in charge.

I believe this one is rentable.  It's a bit trite, and slapdash, since it's
a composite of two one-hour scripts (as was the first pilot, "GENESIS II.")
but it's definitely better than anything NBC *bought* that year, or in
several subsequent years.

It's been evaluated as simplistic, and one reviewer even called it
"insulting to men *and* women," but I think it's kind of a cute yarn, and
well-enough done to be worth seeing.

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 18:12:33 GMT
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet (Richard S. Smith)
Subject: Genesis II (Request Answer)

Ginger R. Daniel (DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET) writes:
> Does anyone remember a movie in which women dominated society and
> controlled the men with some sort of drug that was mixed in with their
> gruel that made them docile and afraid of women?

   I *think* "Genesis II" was the title of that one.  I do remember that it
starred John Saxon, Diana Muldaur, and Ted Cassidy, in what was
(unfortunately) one of his last roles, if not *the* last.  As I recall, the
movie was set approx 200 years in the future, and the world is rebuilding
itself after a nuclear holocaust (funny how this subject keeps popping up
:-).  There is a small community of very sophisticated people (I think this
was called "Pax"), who would send missions out to the less advanced areas.

   My memory is getting more hazy here, but I think there were a couple of
TV movies with this same basis.  They all had one thing in common: They
always had this futuristic subway system, and they always used the *SAME*
footage of that tubular subway shooting back and forth!

   There was another movie along the same lines, in which Alex Cord wakes
up from hypersleep 200 years in the future and ends up in the middle of
some futuristic class struggle.  In fact, *that* film may have been
"Genesis II".  Can someone else help me out here?

   I think it is unfortunate that so much of the made-for-tv SF from the
70's has been essentially lost to history.  You see a rerun now and then,
but there's no way to know when they'll be on; it's 100% serendipidy.  As
for me personally, I would *KILL* to get a clean video of "The Questor
Tapes".  Anyone out there share my feelings?

Richard Smith
rss@calstate

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 02:18:28 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Request answer: TV Movie "Planet Earth"

Okay, here we go: first there was "Genesis II" in 1973, starring Alex Cord,
also starring Mariette Hartley as a mutant woman with two navels (an
in-joke by Roddenberry inspired by the fact that in the Star Trek days the
censors had given him major hassles for wanting to show female navels).

Then, in 1974, Gene tried again with "Planet Earth," this time starring
John Saxon (_not_ John Agar) in the same role that Cord had played in G2.
Same basic background plot as G2, mostly the same standing sets, but none
of the same supporting cast except for Ted Cassidy.  This was the one that
had the gynocratic civilization one of the members of which was played by
Diana Muldaur.

Neither "Genesis II" nor "Planet Earth" convinced any networks to buy the
series idea, and it died.

Somewhere out there also lurks another tv-movie from the early 1970s which
was along similar lines, but with which Gene Roddenberry wasn't involved.
This one involved a small team of people who'd outlived the general
destruction of human civilization (due to major solar flares, I think, but
I'm really hazy on this; it might have been the old stand-by of nuclear
war) via sleeping it out in suspended animation on a space station.  They
were now having Exciting Adventures (tm) exploring the Earth.  This one
looked like it was made from stitching together two hour-long unsold pilot
episodes, and I can't for the life of me remember its title.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 15:19:21 GMT
From: airdg@castle.ed.ac.uk (Richard Grey)
Subject: AKIRA

A couple of days ago I went to see the Japanese sci-fi/comicbook cartoon
Akira, all about Neo-Tokyo after WWIII - a land ruled by biker gangs and
terrorists.

The government? were involved with researching 'telekenetic' test case
"beings" remotely related to a certain AKIRA person. This AKIRA person was
said to have caused the start of WWIII.

One of the biker gangs, led by one schoolchild Kaneda, gets involved, when,
during the government hunt for an escaped test case, one of their members,
Tetsuo, gets injured and taken by the government. He too is later found to
possess telekenetic powers but only through some medical intervention, and
this fuels his desire to overcome his "smallness" in the bike gang, and to
outdo Kaneda.

This burning desire involves Tetsuo trying to open the door to AKIRA, with
disastrous consequences.

The entire 2hr cartoon is an epic, on a complete tangent to any soppy Walt
Disney stuff, with hallucenogenic computer generated visuals, and lots of
mass destruction and post-holoscaust weaponry. All this is on general
release for little Japanese 12yr olds, and is well worth getting to see.

Anybody who has seen it, what do you think ?  Who was AKIRA, and what did
he do ? Discussion or e-mail would be welcome.

Richard_Grey @ ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 18:11:36 GMT
From: clipper@csd.uwo.ca (Khun Yee Fung)
Subject: Re: AKIRA

airdg@castle.ed.ac.uk (Richard Grey) said:
>A couple of days ago I went to see the Japanese sci-fi/comicbook cartoon
>Akira, all about Neo-Tokyo after WWIII - a land ruled by biker gangs and
>terrorists.

[stuff deleted]

Boy, was this film "deep" or what! I watched it two years ago, with a
Japanese animation fanatic friend. Armed with the comic version of the
story, and complete with a booklet meant to be a guide to the movie, we
lost beyond some kind of fog the whole film. Since we watched a laser disc
version, we could advance and review whenever we desired.  Not useful at
all. We advanced some explanations for the ending. We did not even like our
own explanations. It is like reading a English book when I was young. I
could find out the meanings of all the words using a dictionary without
understanding the book at all.

Sorry for the non-discussion because I don't know what to discuss. If you
know the secret messages (i.e. the meaning of the film), please let me
know. My friend is probably still trying to find out the answer too. What
happened to the Earth at the end?

Of course, it could be that we are just stupid, which is a reasonable
explanation of our non-understanding...

Khun Yee
Department of Computer Science
Middlesex College
The University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario, N6A 5B7  Canada
clipper@csd.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 11:42:52 GMT
From: Richard_Grey@ed.ac.uk
Subject: Re: AKIRA - A meaning ???

In relation to my posting enquiring about AKIRA etc.  some have asked about
the end, and what it meant, and what was actually happening. Well, here is
a reply that I got, telling us a few things.

MSW8629@edu.tamu.zeus wrote:
>I suspect that you are asking about the ending of the movie with the what
>did Akira do question.  He finished at the end of the movie what he didn't
>quite manage to do in the beginning.  He, with the combined power of
>Tetsuo and the other three psionics (25, 26, and 27-Akira was 28) managed
>to pierce through to another "universe", where their power was sufficient
>to act as a Big Bang.  Hence the planets/galaxies that were spiraling out
>preceding the credits.  A whole lot of Japanese animation has a dark
>future feel to it, and some is very Cyberpunk.  Bubble Gum Crisis, Angel
>Cop, Rhea Gal Force, and AD Police
>
>Could all be considered in one way or another, cyberpunk.  Hukoto no Ken,
>The Violence Jack, Riki-oh, and countless others are dark future.

Richard_Grey @ ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 01:19:55 GMT
From: wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes)
Subject: Re: AKIRA

airdg@castle.ed.ac.uk (Richard Grey) writes:
>Who was AKIRA, and what did he do ?

Well (referring to memory about movie and comics), Akira was basically this
child psi, part of the same project as those other wizened kids.  In the
comic (and probably in the movie too), Akira started WWIII when he
accidentally blew up Tokyo (that big black explosion at the beginning of
the movie was caused by him).  His body was frozen in that underground
vault.  Why they dissected him (and did he die naturally or did they kill
him?) is beyond me (in the comics they just froze him whole, no explanation
how).

My guess is that Akira's spirit/soul/whatever "left" his body during the
first "explosion" he made, which was actually some sort of interdimensional
gateway (big bang/black hole/something like that).  His body "dies,"
letting the scientists play around with it.  But because of Tetsuo's abuse
of his power, the three kids call Akira back from the other side in order
to get rid of Tetsuo.  Another big black explosion takes place, taking
Tetsuo away.

Where they go, what they do on the other side, any speculation?

Note: this is all pointless conjecture.  Maybe Otomo has no idea and is
just screwing our minds (heck, mine is screwed up enough without his help
:-).

William Barnes
wbarnes@sura.net

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 03:26:58 GMT
From: ncc1701@rpi.edu (Mark O. Chadwick)
Subject: Re: AKIRA

wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes) writes:
>...  Why they dissected him (and did he die naturally or did they kill
>him?) is beyond me (in the comics they just froze him whole, no
>explanation how).

I suspect they took him apart so that he would not be able to do any more
damage.  After all, merely preserving tissue can be done with formaldehyde
and the use of near absolute-zero temperatures would not be required.

>My guess is that Akira's spirit/soul/whatever "left" his body during the
>first "explosion" he made, which was actually some sort of
>interdimensional gateway (big bang/black hole/something like that).  His
>body "dies," letting the scientists play around with it.  But because of
>Tetsuo's abuse of his power, the three kids call Akira back from the other
>side in order to get rid of Tetsuo.  Another big black explosion takes
>place, taking Tetsuo away.

That's an interesting idea.  I had guessed that SOMEHOW the guys around
WWIII managed somehow to get their hands on him without him being able to
do anything about it (how you ask? heck it I know! :-) They then took him
apart for both future studying and the safety of the planet.  I kind of
like your explanation better, though.

>Where they go, what they do on the other side, any speculation?

<shrug> :-) Someone else mentioned maybe they started a new universe? I.e.,
another Big Bang, in some other dimension?

Mark Chadwick
ncc1701@rpi.edu
usergdes@rpitsmts.bitnet 

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 18:27:33 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Re: AKIRA

I hope I don't pay the price for setting up another potential flamewar but,
I've seen both the dubbed version (Streamline's theatrical release) and a
subtitled one (on videotape with the dubbing done by anonymous Anime fans)
and the voice-acting in the Streamline version is _hideous_. Once
again,another US production company hires a group of totally
hammy/stiff/talentless voice actors to butcher an animated film simply
because they were too damn cheap to get anybody who _really_ knew what they
were doing. The plot seems fairly close to the Japanese original but, take
my advice, try to get a script from somebody and wear earplugs if this
comes to your town.

Chris Krolczyk
U19807@UICVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 05:35:30 GMT
From: wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes)
Subject: Re: AKIRA

U19807@uicvm.uic.edu writes:
>I hope I don't pay the price for setting up another potential flamewar
>but, I've seen both the dubbed version (Streamline's theatrical release)
>and a subtitled one (on videotape with the dubbing done by anonymous Anime
>fans) and the voice-acting in the Streamline version is _hideous_. 

Just out of curiosity, what was it about the American voices you didn't
like?  I've seen both the Japanese and English versions and I agree the
Japanese voice actors were better.  But the whole point of dubbing a movie
is because more people will see it.  Face it: how many people besides
devoted fans would prefer subtitles or a translated script in hand to
dubbing?  Not a whole lot.  I order to mass market the stuff, they're
almost certainly going to have to dub it.  And assuming Streamline did the
dubs, they were probably on a limited budget (only two people run it).
Hard to get high quality with no money.  And I think the voice acting was
better than some.  I actually thought some of the lines were worse than the
voice acting ("Let's let bygones be bygones and let the good times roll!"
ICK!).

As long as the plot's intact and the lines relatively true to the original,
I think I can put up with bad voice acting (which is not to say I'd MIND
good voice actors, tho; the Colonel sounded like he had a frog in his
throat :-).

William Barnes
wbarnes@sura.net

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Apr 91 11:15:55 GMT
From: T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk (A. Moore)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7 --SPOILERS

appel@xcf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel) writes:
>being carried at B. Dalton's, along with Scorpio Attack, Project: Avalon,
>and whatever other books they have.  I didn't like it.  I thought they
>played too fast and lose with the characters because they knew they were
>never going to have to do a followup to it.

  As I remember, from interviews given by the author of 'Afterlife' (Tony
Attwood), when the book was first released, there was at least one other
book in the works. I think its working title was 'Ship of Fate'. Obviously
there was not enough interest in 'Afterlife' to justify a sequel.
  Personally, I was a little disappointed with 'Afterlife'. Any news on
Terry Nation's follow-up ? Pity Paul Darrow has junked his book.

Tony Moore
T.Moore@newcastle.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 91 19:29:14 GMT
From: mike@maths.tcd.ie (MIKE ROGERS)
Subject: Re: Blake's Seven - the novel after

csx28@seq1.keele.ac.uk (R. Ferneyhough) wrote:
>Blake was a gonner. However, the rest of the crew was shown dying in slow
>motion film as they fell to the ground from Federation shots - as far as I
>can recall, there wasn't any blood shown (unlike with Blake), and everyone
>except Avon hit the ground in this way.

   Devastated by their ?deaths? at the end of the 4th series, I got some
friends of mine to sign a petition to bring Blake's 7 back. We got over one
hundred signatures. (Hey, I was only eleven). Said petition was sent to the
BBC. A few months later we got a personally signed letter from the Drama
Chief, or whatever, to the effect of "well, the series is over and the
resources deallocated, but remember, there was no blood shown, so maybe
Avon and his friends will return at a later date." That was all.
   Still waiting...

Mike Rogers
Box 6
Regent Hse
TCD,EIRE. 
mike@maths.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 91 09:19:23 GMT
From: pcampb@brahma.trl.oz.au (Peter Campbell)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

bhwhelan@unix1.tcd.ie (Brendan Whelan) writes:
>I'm only 18 - you think you have a problem. But, the only thing I do
>remember very vividly is a shot of Avon, head and shoulders, falling to
>the ground with his mouth open. Maybe that was the 'smile' you saw - who
>knows. I've heard a lot of theories - maybe they were only stunned, maybe
>they were healed by the federation, maybe Blake was a clone, maybe, maybe.
>Personally, I can't wait for a sequal in any form. After all, there are a
>number of posibilities, but the final choice depends on the writer,
>doesn't it?

No, no, no, and - not to put too fine a point on it - No.  Blake is shot by
Avon with an old-fashioned blood and guts weapon (in the books it says they
wanted to make sure Blake was actually dead), Vila sees the guards and goes
down before a shot is fired (some people say he fainted :-), the others
shoot it out with the guards and are shot by them EXCEPT for Avon, who
stands there with a fatalistic expression on his face, looking down at
Blake's corpse.

When all the others have dropped the Guards surround him in a classic
circle, at least 6 of them, all with the guns raised at him (standard
Federation issue, from the looks).  He then looks up, and does an Avon
smile (i.e. half a smirk), and everything goes black.  One second later you
hear Avon's gun go off, and a body hitting the ground.  You then hear a
large amount of <zing, zing, zing> Federation Gun noises, and then another
body hits the ground.  The End.

Now, the speculation.  This has already been done before, but some of you
obviously haven't seen it.

(1) Blake.  According to the books Blake was DEFINITELY killed by Avon -
they even gave Avon a special gun to make sure you knew.  However, there
were at least 2 clones of Blake made - one living happily ever after with a
lady (details foggy), and the other killed by Travis (who thought it was
his lucky day).  It has been postulated that either the Blake Avon shot was
a clone, or if it was the real one there is still at least one Blake out
there who hadn't been "brought low" by events after going missing in the
War.  This Blake could easily come into a new series.

(2) Vila.  No-one really believes Vila is dead.  He fell before anyone
fired, and if you say you remember otherwise, don't bother, we've already
had this argument and you lose.

(3) Avon.  There's about a 50-50 chance he is still alive (i.e. half the
people say he is, the other half he isn't).  The Federation guns could be
the cut-down ones as were used in Project Avalon or stunners (but even so
that many shots should still kill him).  Servalan might have wanted him
alive seeing as he didn't have Orac with him, or he might have shot and
dropped, leaving the Feds to shoot their opposite number in the circle -
fat chance, as even they can't be that stupid, and there was a definite
pause between the first body hitting the floor and the round of shots.

(4) Tarant.  He was critically wounded on the Scorpio, and could have been
saved - if someone wanted him alive, and had the experience, and got there
in time.

(5) Everyone else - Dead.  Or Stunned, if you go with the stun-gun theory.

In case you're wondering, the Aftermath book bases the story on 
(1) Avon being stunned and taken alive.
(2) Vila playing dead and escaping
(3) Tarant being alive and fixed (he makes a bit appearance, and then
promptly goes and gets eaten by something nasty - tough luck, Tarant
8-).

I have all the Blake's 7 books.  Maybe I'll summarise them if I get the
request, maybe I won't.  By the way, another 2 Blake's 7 videos (episodes
9-12, Series A) will be out by the end of the month, or so I'm told.  Buy,
buy, buy!!

Peter K. Campbell
p.campbell@trl.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 91 03:52:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Blake's 7

   Where to begin?  I am (perhaps stupidly, but I like to think I have good
reason) quite devoted to B7 and have probably seen the last episode 20+
times.  The last scene begins (as far as I can tell) when Tarrant gets away
from Blake, Deva and Arlen, and he finds Avon and the others just coming
in.  Orac is nowhere to be seen; we don't know what happened to it.
Tarrant says something like, "Avon, I think he's here," and then Blake
bursts into the room in his usual over-hasty manner and attempts to explain
to Avon how he set everything up to start the noble fight all over again
from Gauda Prime, but Avon isn't having any of it.  He isn't sure at all
whether he can trust Blake (I think it's here that he finally realizes that
he *did* trust Blake before, but that's pure speculation), and tries to
make Blake slow down and shut up so he (Avon) can think.  When Blake
doesn't, Avon shoots him three times with that big mother of a gun which
came from who knew where.  Blake's last words aren't worth repeating.
   Anyway, at this point Arlen bursts into the room and proceeds to thumb
her nose at Avon and Co., revealing the fact that she is in fact a
Federation officer, and tries to put them all under arrest.  Dayna, when
Arlen is distracted, picks up her gun and tries to shoot Arlen, but Arlen
is too quick for her and shoots her first.  It is unclear whether she is
dead, because there is no visible wound, but she is certainly out of the
action.  Arlen then shoots Deva (sort of off-hand, I always thought).  Vila
attempts to tell her that he just "came along for the ride" and manages to
knock her senseless (I'm not making this up, you know :) ), but then gets
shot himself by the now-entering Federation guards.  We are to assume, I
believe, that they are attached to Servalan, who is supposed to be arriving
any moment.  Tarrant shouts a warning to Avon (who has been standing over
Blake more or less motionless for this whole bit), but is soon shot
himself, and Soolin is also shot.  Avon, at this point, looks up slowly as
he is surrounded by a ring of Federation guards.  He looks once more at
Blake, then back up at the camera, raises his gun (that word seems too
insignificant for that object, somehow) and grins that evil grin.  The
first shot is heard when the first credit appears, so we have no idea whose
it was.  We most definitely do *not* see Servalan.
   There are a number of shots during the credits, and they fade into the
music, so we don't know if they continue or not.
   It would seem to me that if they just killed Avon outright (or stunned
him, or whatever) it wouldn't take *that* many shots, so one wonders who
exactly was under those helmets.  Personally, I like to think that Servalan
was where the camera was, and Avon grinned and shot her, but I'll probably
never know.  :)
   There have been numerous "fifth season" stories (as they are known in
the circles in which I move), a number of which I have read (one of which
I'm in, but that's another story), each as apocryphal as the next.  I have
also read "Afterlife" - it is, in fact, in the bookshelf behind me, and my
personal opinion is that Tony Atwood should be caught and shot.  He can
neither tell a good story or write to save his life, and ought to be banned
from his typewriter (or whatever he uses).  This is also more or less my
opinion of most of the B7 fan fiction I have read; at one point I was so
annoyed I started writing my own story; I have no idea whether it is any
better, but I couldn't think of anything else to do.  There are, however, a
few good stories out there, and one I would recommend (with a bit of
proof-reading) is "Reflections through a Shattered Glass" by Joe Nazarro
(or is it Nazzaro?  I can't remember offhand) with art by Suzan Lovitt, who
is quite magnificent IMHO.  It is an amateur publication by Space Rat Press
somewhere in NJ; if I can find the address I'll post it, but don't get your
hopes up.  It is a sort of "Mirror, Mirror" story in the grand Star Trek
tradition, and sports, among other things, a genial Avon, Travis with no
patch, and a Blake who is a foaming-at-the-mouth Federation agent.  It's
really neat.
   I have read the other "official" books published by Citadel; they are
mostly novelizations from the series, and not very well written.  I have
also read "Avon: A Terrible Image" by Paul Darrow, and it is A Terrible
Novel in my opinion (humble or otherwise).  The man has never heard of a
semicolon, and that is the least of my complaints.  He also needs some
astronomy lessons.
   I would go over the plot of "Afterlife" except that I only read it once,
and that was too much.  I refuse to do so ever again.  I will say that I
remember everything that happened as too *(^%$&^$%&^^ improbable for words.
   I hope I haven't invited a whole lot of flames with this diatribe, but
if I have, send them to my address below.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 91 14:06:02 GMT
From: rb06@bunny.gte.com (Ruth Bolton)
Subject: Alien Nation:  TV or Theatrical Movie

An Alien Nation tv movie or a theatrical movie is still a possibility.  Fan
support might help make it a reality.

Alien Nation fandom isn't dead.  You may have seen the comic books, and
heard that there will be novels (by Pocketbooks).  Also, there are some
very good fanzines.  (One by Jean Lorrah!)

There is a petition that is being circulated by the Massachussetts
Supporters of Alien Nation.  They have about 1500 signatures from ALL
states.  They are looking for more, especially from states that are
under-represented in their petition.  However, they have set a deadline for
collecting signatures - the end of May.  After that, they will send the
petition to tv/movie offices (and FOX!) to demonstrate the nation-wide,
broad based support for Alien Nation.

This petition effort is VERY well-organized.  The organizers are Star Trek
and Beauty and the Beast fans that have been through this kind of thing
before!

If you would like to sign the petition, or collect some signatures, e-mail
me or write to:

Ms. Ursula Boyle
15 Forest Street, #148
Medford, MA 02155

Ruth 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 91 17:02:42 GMT
From: Richard.Travsky@samba.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky)
Subject: FLASH Injokes

The Flash tv show has had numerous little things to reward the sharp-eyed.
Last week's episode, with the Mirror Master (who came out a bit tepid I
felt), had as one of its locations an art gallery called "Garrick Gallery".
Garrick was the last name of the original 40's era Flash (the one who wore
the tinpot helmet); full name Jay Garrick.
 
Has anyone compiled a list of these little things?  Someone who's taped
every one of these shows?  I for one have to really thank the writers for
going out of their way to put such tidbits in.
 
I couldn't help but feel disappointed about "Professor Zoom" simply being a
made up character on this episode.  This could have been a good future
villain and now they've "used" him up.  (Professor Zoom being the Reverse
Flash from the future)

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 07:44:00 GMT
From: HOWELL@whitman.bitnet (DAVE HOWELL)
Subject: The Flash program guide.

I'm looking for someone who would be willing to give me some assistance in
preparing a program guide for the Flash. If there's someone who taped them
all and/or knows the original air dates, write me pronto! I expect to
prepare most or all of the file itself, but need a person or persons to
double check the entries and help me identify episodes I missed or have
forgotten. For example, I believe there was one about someone who could
freeze things. I missed it. :( I intend to include informal ratings, since
the quality varies so widely.

If you are interested in assisting, send E-Mail indicating what sources you
have and what you'd hope to bring. I'd like to work with just a few people
if possible.

Dave Howell
User Support Specialist
Whitman College
Internet: howell@whitman.bitnet  
Bitnet: HOWELL@WHITMAN 

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 21:36:08 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - "Last Dance Before an Execution" *SPOILERS*

Spoilers ahoy!

Last Dance Before An Execution
May 12, 1971

Air Date: May 1, 1991
Writer: Teleplay: Deborah Pratt
	Story: Bill Bigelow & Donald P. Bellisario & Deborah Pratt
Director: Michael Watkins
Guest Cast: Jenny Gago, Julio Oscar Mechoso, Christopher Allport, James
Sloyan 

"Just think of someplace far away" is the advice Sam hears as he leaps in
to Jesus Ortega, an illiterate young Cuban-American who is being strapped
into an electric chair.  A last second stay of execution gives Sam just 48
hours to try to either prove Jesus innocent or fulfill his mission in order
to leap out before the Big Switch is pulled.

What a shocker!  Poor Sam really WAS in the hot seat in this one, wasn't
he?

I was convinced that Sam had to uncover evidence that that "knuckle-nosed"
prosecutor with delusions of governorship had suppressed evidence that
would have cleared Jesus and Raoul.  I was convinced, especially when they
said they convicted them in only 6 days.

I am another who was glad to see them use the little-child-sees-Al
technique to get Al's pleas across to Theresa.  That was very nicely done!
Great effects with the "metal detector", and I enjoyed Al showing Sam how
he found the bullett (walking into the wall with only his hands sticking
out - he's having fun with this hologram business, isn't he? :).

Intense. Wild.  (Almost) totally unpredictable.  Hey, we KNEW Sam wasn't
going to fry in that chair.  I couldn't believe that they pulled the
switch!!!  I kept waiting for them to start unstrapping him for some
reason.

I thought the casting was perfect as usual on this one.  James Sloyan was
great as that prosecutor, I could almost smell him from here.

Can we chalk this one up as Yet Another Quantum Leap Classic?

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 15:26:48 GMT
From: DANIGR%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Request

Does anyone remember the 'Manimal' shortlived tv series in the early
80's? 

Ginger R. Daniel
DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 20:40:00 GMT
From: BRETTW@ksuvm.ksu.edu (Brett Watson  -KSU Libraries)
Subject: Old TV show request

  Does anyone remember "Giant Robot and Johnny Socko", or "Ultraman"?
These were my favorite shows while at the babysitters when I was around 4
or 5 years old.  Are they on video tape anywhere?  Can I order them?  Or
does anyone know of a TV station showing the reruns.  Somebody PLEASE tell
me they remember them!

Brett
bdw@phobos.cis.ksu.edu
BRETTW@KSUVM.KSU.EDU

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Card & Clarke & Effinger & Hope (3 msgs) &
                    Laumer & Martin & Silverberg (2 msgs) &
                    Simmons & Swanwick (3 msgs) & Vinge (2 msgs) &
                    White & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 03:06:57 GMT
From: mattd@lingua.cltr.uq.oz.au (Matthew Deshon)
Subject: Re: Orsen Scott Card?

cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au (Kith Kanan) writes:
>  I read and liked "Ender's Game" and have heard about some other books by
>  him. Are they as good as the one above, better, worse?  I think there is
>  another one about alien invasion that I would be interested in.  

Try _Speaker of the Dead_, the followup to _Ender's Game_.  He also wrote a
trilogy _The Tales of Alvin Maker_, which I haven't read, and a novel
called _Wyrms_, which I enjoyed greatly.

He also wrote the book _The Abyss_, which was written in conjunction with
the movie of the same name.  Card apparently sat on the set when they were
shooting and wrote the book as they made the movie.  If you thought parts
of the movie were poorly explained (as I did), reading the book clears up
everything.

What can I say - he's one of my favourite writers.

Matt Deshon
Centre for Language Teaching and Research
University of Queensland
mattd@lingua.cltr.uq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 05:03:02 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Clarke and Gentry Lee: Cradle

nomann@diku.dk (Ole Nomann Thomsen) writes:
>Hi. I just finished Cradle. The only question left in my mind is: Why?
>That is - why write this book? It seems utterly unnecessary to me.
>
>Only fun thing: It seems like Gentry Lee has an influence over ACC:
>There's a lot more sex in this one, than there ever was in ACC books
>before (I can't readily recall any). Too bad the sex isn't really that
>interesting.
>
>But maybe I'm too negative: What do you people out there think ?

No, I'd agree with you.  In fact, while the ideas in _Cradle_ were pretty
obviously Clarke's, I would judge from the writing style and
characterization that those were products of Gentry Lee.  You're right
about the sex too (both that it's there, and that it's uninteresting).  I
guess Clarke is pretty old, and maybe he's not up to full writing projects
or something, but I think Lee is detracting more from his work than adding
to it.  The same applied to _Rama II_, in my opinion.  It was more
sf-oriented than _Cradle_ (which got very boring in spots... quite a few
spots) but, the characters and dialog did not seem to be entirely Clarke's.
Some may find this a blending of contrasting styles that enhances the work
overall, but I find that Lee's additions are two-dimensional, pointless,
and more trouble than they're worth.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 22:11:36 GMT
From: markc@hpcvlx.cv.hp.com (Mark Cook)
Subject: Re: Exile Kiss

rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su) writes:
>I am very interest in finding out the status of the novel 'Exile Kiss'.
>On the back of the book 'A Fire in the Sun', Bantam claim that 'Exile
>Kiss' is due July of 1990.  Well, I still have not seen it yet.  Does any
>one have any word on this???

I just finished reading my copy and found it a bit disappointing.  Not that
Effinger didn't remain faithful to Marid and company, or the Bedayeen, but
because the plot seemed to be sort of 'throw-away'.  Very light, not much
intrigue, kind of 'fluffy'.  Almost as if he said to himself, "Ho-hum.
Time to crank out another sequel."  I was finished reading it way too soon.

Don't get me wrong. I'm not sorry I bought the book, and I hope he keeps
writing this line of stories, but (IMHO) this is the weakest of the three
books in the series ("When Gravity Fails", "A Fire in the Sun", and "Exile
Kiss").  Darn.

PLOT TEASER: Marid and Friedlander Bey are both framed for a policeman's
murder and dumped in the midst of the Arabian pennisula's Ar Rub al Khali
(the Empty Quarter) to die.  The book chronicles their return to their
home, and attempts to clear their names and uncover those who framed them.

Later.

Mark F. Cook
User Interface Technical Support
Hewlett-Packard - Interface Technology Operation
1000 NE Circle Blvd.
Corvallis, OR 97330
markc@hpcvss.cv.hp.com
markc%hpcvss.cv.hp.com@relay.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 18:30:20 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Anthony Hope

I just found 3 books by Anthony Hope, and I'm curious to know whether they
have a definite order.  I forget the names of them, although none was the
Prisoner of Zenda, which is the only book by Hope I have read.  Could
somebody list any series he wrote?

I remember when I read Prisoner of Zenda, I thought it was a pretty good
fantasy derivative of ER Burrough's "The Mad King", although a trifle
Britishized.  I enjoyed it a lot, although it had a sad ending.  One of the
books I got was Rupert of H-something, and I am hoping it will be a sequel
to Prisoner of Zenda.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 23:32:05 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Anthony Hope

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall):
>One of the books I got was Rupert of H-something, and I am hoping it will
>be a sequel to Prisoner of Zenda.

Rupert of Hentzau.  Yes, you're in luck.  It is.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 15:08:58 GMT
From: wcs@naucse.cse.nau.edu (Bill Schulz)
Subject: Re: Anthony Hope

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall):
>>One of the books I got was Rupert of H-something, and I am hoping it will
>>be a sequel to Prisoner of Zenda.
> 
> Rupert of Hentzau.  Yes, you're in luck.  It is.

   Yes, it is a sequel to The Prisoner of Zenda, but it's not nearly the
book Prisoner is; it's not as well written, has not nearly as enjoyable a
plot and the ending is the way it is because of the general feeling about
royalty in England at that time.  I also found the characterization of
Rupert to have drifted off the original conception.

   I read both Prisoner and Rupert to my kids, not having read either
before, and I'm actually sorry to have read Rupert to them at all.  I'm
pretty sure they will now have no impulse to read Prisoner again, and
that's sort of sad.

Bill Schulz

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 14:45:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Keith Laumer's Retief

About the recent discussion on Retief, I just wanted to mention that the
first comic book version, adapting several Laumer stories, is excellent and
worth finding (it came out approximatly three years ago).  Unfortunatly, I
do not remember the publisher (an independent black and white which might
have disappeared in the meantime) nor the name of the person who did the
adaptation, but the artist was Dennis Fujitake, whose style was wonderfully
appropriate to the stories.  Of all the comic book versions that I've seen,
this one is the most faithful and the funniest, and it was after I
discovered it that I started reading Keith Laumer.

I recommend it highly to anyone, whether you are already a fan of Retief's
adventures or not.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 17:59:21 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Armageddon Rag

IOR@SLACVM.SLAC.STANFORD.EDU (Thomas Hyer) said:
> and there's an obscure novel called `The Armageddon Rag' about the
> ultimate rock-band comeback.

Obscure and brilliant, maybe the best thing George R.R. Martin's written to
date.  His narrative decription of Nazgul playing "What Rough Beast" at
their first reunion concert is downright electrifying, well worth the price
of admission all by itself.  Recommended.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 02:56:00 GMT
From: GAFFEN_A@ctstateu.bitnet
Subject: Robert Silverberg story

Spoiler Warning!

Okay, the story in question ("(now - x), (now + x)") also appeared in the
anthology _Unfamiliar Territory_ - highly recommended for all of you who
have never heard of it.  But - the plot is more interesting than it had
appeared in the previous message.

The main character, (now), is connected via ESP or some such to (now - x)
and (now + x) - and (x) is 48 hours.  So, what he does, is (now + x) sends
information to (now) who then passes more information to (now - x).
Simple, basically.  But then he meets Sylvia - a woman he falls in love
with, but his connection to (now - x) and (now + x) is broken because of a
pendant she wears.

I won't say why - that would be too cruel.  But it is not too too much a
true time-travel story (well, maybe it is).

Enjoy, and happy hunting!

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 12:23:32 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Silverberg (was (none))

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>What did people think of _At Winter's End_ and _The New Springtime_.  I've
>bought them, but haven't read them yet.
 
At Winter's End is probably better than the average SF book, but it was a
bit of a disappointment since I expect more from Silverberg.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 16:21:44 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Hyperion, or, Is there an English major in the house?

BECKS@TAUNIVM.TAU.AC.IL (Sara Beck) writes:
>While browsing through a completely unrelated book, I found a reference to
>the poet John Keats having written or at least started poems titled
>"Hyperion" and "The Fall of Hyperion".  I can`t believe that the recent
>Simmons titles can be coincidences.  How are the books and the poems
>related? (I haven`t read the books although I plan to very soon ; if the
>books start with a lengthy essay on how they are inspired by Keats, I
>apologize for wasting everyones` electrons.)  

Superficially, there are explanations within the text of the novels that
suggest why the planet is called Hyperion and why the cities are named for
Keats and his works.

Thematically, the books examine a number of issues that Keats examines, as
well as some meta issues that Keats' life and work suggest.  Hyperion and
the Fall of Hyperion are romantic epics that attept to convey the glory and
tragedy of the rise and fall of the Titans under the sun-titan named
Hyperion.  Hyperion in the epic is one of the last titans to fall under the
new regime of the Olympian gods that replace them.

For Keats the epics were a comment on the glory of 'classical Britain' and
a nostalgic look at the romance of the early poets such as Chaucer and
Shakespeare while rebuking the age of Reason and its mechanistic and
deterministic philosophies (and especially the impact that these
philosophies had on art).  They were also a comment on the glory of
artistic inspiration that must stand out against the mechanistic opression
of the current (then) critical community.

Simmons is far too complex for one short article to sum up the implications
of his usage of the Hyperion motif.  I think that a good simplistic
explanation is that the glory of the Hegemony is about to be replaced by
the new order (on the surface), and the real tragedy is that the Hegemony
itself is the crass, deterministic, exploitive order that stomped out the
romantic past of core Earth (by physically destroying Earth for a start).

Simmons is also making comments throughout both books about the nature of
art, thought and the process of creation, with Keats as a model for the
ultimate human artistic creator.

I hope that this is a start for you.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 13:14:49 GMT
From: hugh_davies.wgc1@rx.xerox.com
Subject: *Vacuum Flowers:

Can anyone tell me if whoever it was wrote "Vacuum Flowers" (Michael
Swanwick?  The book's at home and I'm not.) has written anything else? And
is it as good?  Anything else in the same Universe?

Thanks.

Hugh

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 02:37:35 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: *Vacuum Flowers:

>Can anyone tell me if whoever it was wrote "Vacuum Flowers" (Michael
>Swanwick? The book's at home and I'm not.) has written anything else?
>And is it as good? Anything else in the same Universe?

Michael Swanwick also wrote _In the Drift_ an Ace SF Special.  ItD is a
kind of post nuclear meltdown holocaust type book. It starts of with some
interesting ideas that the book as a whole doesn't really live up to.  Not
too bad though.

I don't know if Swanwick wrote _Vacuum Flowers_ but it sounds right.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 15:44:00 GMT
From: Kjetil.Svarstad@delab.sintef.no (Kjetil Svarstad)
Subject: Re: *Vacuum Flowers:

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) writes:
> I don't know if Swanwick wrote _Vacuum Flowers_ but it sounds right.

He sure did. By the way, I have heard (seen?) rumours that Michael Swanwick
has written a new book called something like Stations of the Tide. Has
anybody read this book? If such is the case, I would appreciate some
comments.

Kjetil Svarstad
N-7034 Trondheim, Norway
Kjetil.Svarstad@delab.sintef.no

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 07:27:23 GMT
From: dqgx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu (Mike Long)
Subject: Re: *Vacuum Flowers:

Kjetil.Svarstad@delab.sintef.no (Kjetil Svarstad) writes: 
> He sure did. By the way, I have heard (seen?) rumours that Michael
> Swanwick has written a new book called something like Stations of the
> Tide. Has anybody read this book? If such is the case, I would appreciate
> some comments.

It's serialized in the Mid-December 1990 and January 1991 issues of Isaac
Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine.  "Stations of the Tide" is the correct
title.

Mike Long                
dqgx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
DQGX@CRNLVAX5            

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 06:00:21 GMT
From: mn882713@levels.sait.edu.au
Subject: Vernor Vinge

Can anyone tell me if Vernor Vinge has written any other books apart from
the following:

The Peace War
Marooned in Real Time
True Names and Other Stories(collection)
Grimm's World
The Witling

Thanks in advance

Ben

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 13:25:17 GMT
From: wabe@ftp.com (Josh Bluestein)
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

mn882713@levels.sait.edu.au said:
>> Can anyone tell me if Vernor Vinge has written any other books apart
>> from the following:
>
>> The Peace War
>> Marooned in Real Time
>> True Names and Other Stories(collection)
>> Grimm's World
>> The Witling

_Threats...and Other Promises_ (another collection, although not as good as
True Names, IMHO)

Also, beware the Grimm's world book.  There are numerous versions of it out
there.  I believe the one called _Grimm's World_ has less material than a
more recently released version: _Tatja Grimm's World_.

Joshua Bluestein	
wabe@ftp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 14:01:02 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Which J. White Novel?

Dieter Britz writes:
> Some years ago, I read one of James White's novels in the Hospital Ship
> series. This one was about a planet which has a sociological disease (I
> think it had slipped into dictatorship), and the trusty team duly goes in
> and applies the proper fix - in this case, a sociological one, breaking
> some eggs to make the omelette, if I remember rightly. Anyone know the
> name of the book?

Major Operation?

Just a guess.

 Hospital Station,
 Star Surgeon
 Code Blue Emergency

are all short stories by White concerning the galactic hospital.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 11:29:50 GMT
From: frankie@vipunen.hut.fi (Ilkka Malva)
Subject: Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

Hi all, 

Having just finished reading Roger Zelazny's "Dream Master", I'd very much
appreciate if somebody would explain WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED in the very end
of the story. That is to say, I liked the book a great deal, the plot
wasn't the strongest I've encountered, but still interesting - I didn't
fall asleep while reading or anything.  But the ending didn't make any
sense whatsoever to me.

First I thought that there were some pages missing from the book but, that
appeared not to be the case.  Then I read the ending a few times again, but
still it eludes me.  It's as if it wasn't the actual ending but an
editorial mistake of some kind.  Ending like it does, the story leaves a
lot of loose ends in the plot.  Maybe they are intentional but I can't
figure it out, so please, somebody explain it to me.

This was the first of Zelazny's works I've read, so I have no idea what
kind of sf he usually does, or if "Dream Master" was somehow connected to
one of his earlier books (which would propably explain the obscure ending
of the story).  If so, what should I read next (or should have read before
"Dream Master")? and are there any sequels to the book?  And furthermore,
what else should I read of Zelazny's works?

Ilkka.Malva@hut.fi
Holmankuja 3 H 16 02210 Espoo
90-8037130, 90-2989171
s35250f@kaira.hut.fi
frankie@vipunen.hut.fi
frankie@otax.tky.hut.fi
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Today's Topics:

      Miscellaneous - Time Travel (9 msgs) & Eye of Argon (2 msgs) &
                      Sequels & Reviews & Hugo Ballot & 
                      James Tiptree, Jr., Award

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 13:31:52 GMT
From: TGREENIN@esoc.bitnet
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

mapd1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Nigel Ling) says:
>On this thread, would anyone like to talk about their favourite time
>travel stories?

'The Technicolour Time Machine' by Harry Harrison is quite amusing: an epic
film about the Viking era is made by going back in time and getting the
Vikings to play cameo roles. A thoroughly silly book, but quite enjoyable,
nonetheless.

On a related note, some years ago there was a book advertised in Exchange
and Mart (a British publication full of classified ads.)  entitled
'Practical Time Travel': I often wish I had bought it. If memory serves me
correctly, it was published by Foulshams(*), or some other way out
publisher.

(*) Each year Foulshams publish 'Old Moore's Almanack': which not only
contains information about tides, sunrises, sunsets etc. but horoscopes,
predictions about horse races and other important world events. It's worth
reading just for the laugh (and the numerous adverts for lucky charms,
talismans etc.).

Tim Greening-Jackson
European Space Operations Centre
6100 Darmstadt, Germany

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 15:25:36 GMT
From: jzimm@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Joann Zimmerman)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

sword@buast9.bu.edu (Bill Mackiewicz) writes:
>Actually, in reference to Wells' "Time Machine", back when I was about 10
>or so, I read a book entitled "Time Machine II", which was by a different
>author, but had designed the book to be a sequel to the original TM.  They
>had some interesting ideas in the book, and I especially liked the ending.
>Just out of curiousity, has anyone seen this?  And if so, WHAT WAS THE
>AUTHOR'S NAME?????? I can't remember, and it's bothered me for a decade
>now.

What you are looking for, according to the UTexas online catalog, is George
Pal's (and Joe Morhaim's) _Time Machine II_. The local copy (published in
hardcover by Dell) lives in the Humanities Research Center, home of all
rare books, and of those books acquired as part of a collection. This one
sports a bookplate reading: "The L.W. Currey Science Fiction and Fantasy
Collection".  You must have read it when it first came out, for it's
copyrighted 1981.

...!cs.utexas.edu!ccwf!jzimm

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 13:49:19 GMT
From: gluon@thep.lu.se (Sverker Johansson)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

pete@tcom.stc.co.uk (Peter Kendell) writes:
>The definitive text is _The Theory and Practice of Time Travel_ by Larry
>Niven.  You'll find it in _All the Myriad Ways_.

I would like to recommend "Future Magic" by R L Forward, where he discusses
the physics of time machines and assorted other gadgets of sf interest.
Great fun to read, the guy does know his physics.

To get more serious, there is the classical paper by F J Tipler : "Rotating
cylinders and the possibility of global causality violation", published in
Physical Review D9(1974)2203, which is about as serious and mainstream as
you can get in physics.  A quote from this paper : "In short, general
relativity suggests that if we construct a sufficiently large rotating
cylinder, we create a time machine."

Sverker Johansson
lsj@quark.lu.se
qlsj@selund.BITNET
lsj@cernvm.cern.ch
lsj@cernvm.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 21:23:24 GMT
From: hship@sw.stratus.com (Howard Ship)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

Someone (probably Niven) wrote a Time Travel story.  A large (very large)
spinning cylinder somehow propels things back in time.  Two races are at
war, one of which knows about the time travel device, and how crucial it
would be to the war effort but, they also know the history of the device,
and how every civilization that has started to build it has been wiped out
in one way or another.  The theory being that the universe will only allow
a time machine IN THEORY.  Try to build one and events will consipire to
prevent you from completing it.  The emperor decides to allow plans for
the device to be "slipped" to the enemy in the hopes that they will attempt
to build it (for its obvious military advantages) and be destroyed.  Pretty
much as he gives the order, the sun goes nova instead.

Howard_Ship@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 21:43:09 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

gluon%thep (Sverker Johansson) writes:
>pete@tcom.stc.co.uk (Peter Kendell) writes:
>>The definitive text is _The Theory and Practice of Time Travel_ by Larry
>>Niven.  You'll find it in _All the Myriad Ways_.
[...]
>To get more serious, there is the classical paper by F J Tipler :
>"Rotating cylinders and the possibility of global causality violation",
>published in Physical Review D9(1974)2203,[...]

Larry Niven also wrote an amusing short story by this same title.  It can
be found in _Convergent Series_.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 19:03:11 GMT
From: ward@unix386.convergent.com (Ward Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

sword@buast9.bu.edu (Bill Mackiewicz) writes:
>Actually, in reference to Wells' "Time Machine", back when I was about 10
>or so, I read a book entitled "Time Machine II", which was by a different
>author, but had designed the book to be a sequel to the original TM.  They
>had some interesting ideas in the book, and I especially liked the ending.
>Just out of curiousity, has anyone seen this?  And if so, WHAT WAS THE
>AUTHOR'S NAME?????? I can't remember, and it's bothered me for a decade
>now.

I don't have the book in this half of California, but as I recall the
author was a German named Friedman or something close to that.  The only
publication that I know of was as one of the very first DAW paperbacks in
the early 70's.  The title on that was "The Return of the Time Machine", if
I remember it right.  Since I have NEVER been able to finish the book.  I
don't know if that's the fault of the author or the translator.

There is another sequel to Wells' book, "Morlock Night" by K. W. Jeter,
another DAW book published in the late 70's.  Much more entertaining, as it
has a story with a plot.

Ward Griffiths

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 23:02:09 GMT
From: e343mh@tamuts.tamu.edu (Michael Hand)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Not Posible

Bill Johnston writes:
>   But what happens if they do change the past?  That has to be taken into
>account, because not every time traveller will be careful.  A time travel
>theory that doean't take into account what actually happens when a
>'paradox' occurrs isn't a complete theory.

Time travelers don't have to be careful.  They won't change the past.

The problem of time travel's possibility has to be separated into at least
2 problems: (1) is tt LOGICALLY possible, and (2) is tt PHYSICALLY
possible.

(1) Answer: yes.  A good starting point is David Lewis's "The Possibility
of Time Travel."  Larry Niven's well-known paper is okay, but to be able to
think carefully about tt, one needs not only a good training in
sf-thinking, but also a good training in philosophical thinking.  The
latter enables one to realize that changing the past is not possible.  This
is not a big amazing fact, it's trivial.  (BTW, it's also impossible to
change the *future*.)

(2) Since about 1945 at least, it has been known that tt is physically
possible.  that is, compatible with what we believe to be physical laws.
That's when Kurt Godel published his famous little Gen Rel paper where he
presented a solution to the Einstein equations in which very weird things
concerning time happen.  Not only is tt possible in such universes as the
"Godel universe," but even CLOSED timelike curves are possible.  This means
that a person's life could be a loop in spacetime!!  Science fiction comes
true again.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 22:53:50 GMT
From: tdlowe01@ulkyvx.bitnet (Tony D. Lowe)
Subject: Time travel a reality?

I received this week's issue of TIME magazine today and was flipping
through, looking for something interesting.  And what did I find?  An
article about time travel.  I didn't get a chance to read more than the
captions, but it was a bona fide scientific theory.  The sub-headline
stated that time travel is now a theoretical possibility!

What little I read involved something we saw on Star Trek: The Next
Generation just a few episodes ago: cosmic strings.  Two of them in fact,
traveling toward one another at near light speed.  A ship, also traveling
at near light speed, loops around the strings and BOOM! goes back in time.
Now since I haven't read the article I can't relate the theories involved,
but if you'd like to see it for yourself, it's the May 13, 1991 issue of
TIME.  

While it is still not yet a reality, it could prove to be yet another
example of science fiction becoming science fact.  File it under strange,
but possibly true.

Tony D. Lowe
BITNET: tdlowe01@ulkyvx.bitnet
INTERNET: tdlowe01%ulkyvx.bitnet@cunyvm.cuny.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 03:45:56 GMT
From: melvin@alien.enet.dec.com
Subject: Re: Time Travel Methods

>I don't have the book in this half of California, but as I recall the
>author was a German named Friedman or something close to that.

Egon Friedell was the author of "The Return Of The Time Machine".  I picked
up a copy recently while going through used bookstores.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 03:56:48 GMT
From: kibo@nuge107.its.rpi.edu (James 'Kibo' Parry)
Subject: "The Eye of Argon" Authenticity

   Recently I have formed the opinion that The Eye of Argon (which can be
found in the archives, before anyone asks) is not a genuine Bad Story, but
is instead a deliberate attempt by someone (either the original author or a
later revisionist) to Be Funny.  here are some things which set off little
red flags, to me:

   1) Would a serious author, no matter how amateurish, actually give
chapters numbers like "3 1/2"?

   2) The "Transcriber's Note" in the copies I've seen claims that the
original version had illustrations.  Nobody has ever told me they have seen
these.  Has ANYONE seen them?  I believe they are apocryphal.

   3) Some of the details are too perfectly contrived, such as the way the
Eye of Argon is alternately described as a red emerald or a green ruby.

   So anyway, I've decided that while The Eye of Argon is a tremendously
funny work, it is not true "bulldada" (stuff which is so bad it's
unintentionally funny), but is instead meant to be funny.  I suspect that
it began as a piece of bulldada that was touched up by people other than
the author; I say this because, as a comedy writer, I know how difficult it
is to try to write something which looks entertainingly amateurish, and
such things as the misspelled words and grammar lapses seem to be the
actual products of a really bad writer.  However, the items mentioned above
suggest otherwise, so I believe there was selective 'enhancement' of the
humor element by persons unknown.)

   Does anyone know anything about Jim Theis, the author?  Does anyone know
anything about the history besides that it was discovered 'around 1970' in
San Francisco?  Where is the original?  What happened to the illustrations?

   I'm very interested in learning more about TEoA, because I consider it
to be one of the cornerstones of modern fantasy fiction, whether you view
it as a piece of satire or a piece of bad writing...

James Parry
271 Dartmouth St. #3D
Boston, MA 02116
(617) 262-3922  
kibo@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 23:00:10 GMT
From: dlow@pollux.svale.hp.com (Danny Low)
Subject: Re: "The Eye of Argon" Authenticity

I have seen the original mimeo copy of Eye. I know the people who typed the
first computer copy and proof read it. I knew them when they did it.
Someone I know has met the author. According to him, after meeting the
author, he has no doubt that the story was intended to be serious and not
deliberately bad.

Danny Low
HP NPCD
dlow@pollux.svale.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 06:01:39 GMT
From: muffy@remarque.berkeley.edu (Muffy Barkocy)
Subject: Sequels

The recent thread on time travel methods brought up a sequel to "The Time
Machine," written by someone else.  This started me wondering about
sequels.  I know that now, it is very common for someone else to write
stories about some other author's characters.  Either sequels or stories
set in the same universe with the same characters.  How long has this been
done?  Does it happen much outside of science fiction/mysteries?  I know
that someone has been commissioned by the estate of Margaret Mitchell to
write a sequel to "Gone With the Wind," but this is the only non-SF/mystery
example I can think of at the moment, and it is certainly a recent thing.

Muffy

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 18:03:14 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Source for reviews

HOWELL@whitman.BITNET (DAVE HOWELL) writes:
>Dick Smith recommended LOCUS and Science Fiction Chronicle as good sources
>for reviews.
>
>Conspicuous by its absence was the aptly named Science Fiction Review,
>Elton Elliot, ed.

I didn't think it was conspicuous at all. Lots of stuff wasn't mentioned,
including SFR.

>Admittedly, the original poster asked for weekly/ monthly info, and this
>is quarterly, but the Winter '91 issue reviews 45 books, plus some movies
>and games.

Plus other stuff. And take "quarterly" with a large grain of salt, since
SFR's schedule is even more erratic than mine is. Elton gave me issue 2 at
Westercon last year (I think it was 2, at least). I've since seen one more
on my subscription. In the last 18-24 months, there have been three, maybe
four issues.

Not a zine to subscribe to if you get upset when things are late. It's not
as bad as Short Form is, though.

>if you have aspirations to write, I highly recommend this, since there's a
>science update column, writing columns, and other material most useful.

I don't find it nearly as useful as Dave does, but tastes differ.

There are lots of sources for reviews and criticism. Some have been
mentioned, others not.

Analog (Tom Easton), Azimov's (Searles reviews, Spinrad criticism), F&SF
(Budrys nattering, Card reviews), Amazing (Bunnell, Betancourt and Von
Rospach reviews), Locus (lots of folks, some decent), SF Chronicle
(D'Ammassa), SF Review, Foundation (criticism), Fosfax (various, a
bi-monthly fanzine), Lan's Lantern (various, an irregular fanzine),
OtherRealms (various, an irregular fanzine), MONAD (edited by Damon Knight,
published by Pulphouse, an irregular journal of critical essays), Quantum
(used to be Thrust), New York Review of SF. Weird Tales does book reviews,
but since John Betancourt resigned as reviewer a couple of days ago and
they haven't hired a new one (they're looking) it's hard to say what will
happen.  I'm sure I'm missing some.

This is, actually, an issue I've written about twice before in OtherRealms
(issues 9 and 16) and I'm hoping look at it again in issue 31 this fall
(with help from the GEnie users, since we had this discussion a while back
over there). When I went and looked back at my previous writings on this, I
find my tastes in reviewers have really changed, so if you look at the
archives, use them as places to find information, not necessarily as
indications of my current attitudes.

My current preferences for reviewers/publications are MONAD, Spinrad in
Asimov's (note that I don't always agree with him, but he's interesting to
read and makes you think), Easton (but only when he sticks to reviewing
techie SF. When he wanders into Fantasy, he's terrible), Tom Whitmore and
Ed Bryant in Locus. Most of the rest I skim for the occasional pointer to a
missed book or nuggets of brilliance, but otherwise don't pay a lot of
attention to.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 06:51:48 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Hugo Ballot

This is probably a silly question, but anyone have any idea when the Hugo
ballot will be released and why it hasn't ben done by now?

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 10:26:43 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: James Tiptree, Jr., Award

I'm one of the judges for the first James Tiptree, Jr., Award.  The other
judges are Suzy McKee Charnas, Debbie Notkin (Chair), Bruce McAllister, and
Sherry Coldsmith.  We'll be choosing "the piece (or pieces) of fiction
published in 1991 which best explores and expands gender roles in science
fiction and fantasy."  If you have any suggestions, please let one of us
know, especially if the piece is published in some out of the way place
that we might not otherwise hear about.  If you'd like to send suggestions
to me, I'll collate them and send the list to the other judges.
 
The award will include a cash prize.  You'll be seeing our bake sales to
fund it at various conventions throughout the year.
 
Vonda N. McIntyre
POB 31041
Seattle, WA 98103
mcintyre@yang.cpac.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - Teleportation (14 msgs) &
                                 Planet Classifications &
                                 Transformation Stories &
                                 Subterranean Societies (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 13:14:12 GMT
From: pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall)
Subject: Teleportation

Since teleportation is a common subject of discussion in this group, I want
to add this little poser:

As far as I know, the idea behind teleportation is this: First, the exact
position of every particle in the person's body is encoded into EM waves,
and then this information is sent at the speed of light to the destination
address. At the destination, an identical copy of the teleportee is
created, using the encoded information. This copy is completly the same as
the original, so you can now destroy the original (perhaps converting him
into usable energy to make up for the energy lost in re-creating him. Or
perhaps they destroy him first.  No matter.)

This leaves a couple of questions:
   a) Would you feel happy to let a carbon copy of yourself take over?
   b) Is this carbon ACTUALLY YOU. i.e. Do you merely 'hand over' your
      mind, or is the mind of the old body consigned to oblivion?

I tried to think about this, but then I went insane yesterday, so now I'm
asking you for opinions.

pluto@maths.tcd.ie 

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 02:59:56 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall) writes:
>As far as I know, the idea behind teleportation is this: Firstly, the
>exact position of every particle in the persons body is encoded into EM
>waves, and then this information is sent at the speed of light to the
>destination address.

The thing is, if you want an exact copy, position isn't enough.  You also
need to know the momentum of every particle (they move, you know).  And as
we all know, you can't specify both the momentum and the position with
greater than a certain level of accuracy, so the copy necessarily is going
to be fuzzy.  Each generation will have some drift from the previous, like
photocopies or videotape copies.  Which if these small inaccuracies will
crucially affect personality, memory, metabolism, genes?  These are all
areas where twiddling one molecule can potentially have a big effect.  How
many generations until the drift becomes significant?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 03:49:21 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

   Amazing how many people think they've discovered this "fundamental
limitation" to scanning an object for its atomic composition. There are two
obvious counterexamples, and good theoretical reasons that this is
nonsense. Remember that the body isn't a bunch of disjointed atoms, but a
mixture of compounds. You just have to establish which molecules are which.
   First counter-example: the decoding of DNA is done quite nicely even
though the units which determine the bonding are atomic-sized. The
differences between the various base-pairs are not smeared into
unrecognizability by the reading mechanism. If you argue that the receptors
are very specific to each base pair, and don't actually localize the
individual locations of the atoms, remember that it would be theoretically
possible to design a plethora of receptors which can distinguish between
various subunits of a molecule, and by testing the molecule with all of
these you could uniquely distinguish the chemical nature of the body.
   Second counter-example: there were pictures in all the popular press
several months ago of individual argon atoms spelling the name IBM. This
was followed by a Japanese team making a 'peace' symbol with individual
atoms by a similar technique. The figures were easily readable, and
localization was not a problem.
   Theoretical reason: quantum mechanical uncertainty IS NOT A STATEMENT
THAT NO DEVICE CAN EVER MEASURE POSITION AND MOMENTUM TO ARBITRARY
PRECISION. Repeat that ten times, and memorize it. It's much more than
that.  Quantum mechanics says that, because position and momentum are
conjugate variables, no object in the universe can, even in theory, have
position and momentum which do have arbitrary precision. The atoms in your
body do not have both a precise position and momentum. You could in
principle measure the position and momentum of the atoms TO THE PRECISION
WITH WHICH THE UNIVERSE "KNOWS" THEM. If your body survives the
uncertainty, and the measurement and placement of the atoms need not
increase the uncertainty of those values, then the replication need not
blur anything out at all.
   Some numbers: a hydrogen atom which is localized to within 0.1
Angstrons, or roughly 5% of typical interatomic spacings, has a momentum
spread which represents an energy of about 0.2eV, which is less than
typical binding energies.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 14:30:39 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall) writes:
>First, the exact position of every particle in the person's body is
>encoded into EM waves, and then this information is sent at the speed of
>light to the destination address. At the destination, an identical copy of
>the teleportee is created, using the encoded information. This copy is
>completly the same as the original, so you can now destroy the original
>(perhaps converting him into usable energy to make up for the energy lost
>in re-creating him. Or perhaps they destroy him first.

You'd never get *me* to ride in the damned thing.  To whomever gets in the
transmitters it's a death machine, regardless of the fact that it produces
a replica of you that is so good that it itself is fooled (and your wife
will never miss you).  No thanks.

On the other hand, "teleportation" could also be imagined as a
space-bending operation - a device that makes two arbitrary points in space
adjacent temporarily - then you just step across.  No destruct/reconstruct,
no "beaming" or anything with scarey personal implications.  The effect
would be rather similar to that used on ST:TNG when people enter the
holodeck.  The doors would open and what's on the other side would be
*somewhere else*.  You enter, turn around, see a door in the middle of
nowhere, which closes and vanishes when the machine is shut off.  Neat and
simple.

Read Heinlein's "Tunnel in the Sky".  Same idea.  *That* I would ride in.

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 20:23:34 GMT
From: jci@cci632.cci.com (John Inzinna - co-op)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall) writes:
>This copy is completly the same as the original, so you can now destroy
>the original (perhaps converting him into usable energy to make up for the
>energy lost in re-creating him. Or perhaps they destroy him first.  No
>matter.)
>This leaves a couple of questions:
>   a) Would you feel happy to let a carbon copy of yourself take over?
>   b) Is this carbon ACTUALLY YOU. i.e. Do you merely 'hand over' your
>      mind, or is the mind of the old body consigned to oblivion?

   c) What happens if the original is *not* destroyed?  Do the two copies
know about each other?  If not, how do you react when you meet yourself?

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 20:10:49 GMT
From: wgarmil@hawk.ulowell.edu (WildCard)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall) writes:
>   b) Is this carbon ACTUALLY YOU. i.e. Do you merely 'hand over' your
>      mind, or is the mind of the old body consigned to oblivion?

Not to change this into a discussion of Star Trek, but...

Dr. McCoy argues this very point a few times in the orginal series.  It is
the basis for his hatred of the transporter in the series.  For obvious
reasons, no answer was ever given to this question.  I think the debated
predates even Star Trek (i.e. over 25 years old), and still no solution.
Guess we'll have to wait until the real thing is invented and put it to the
test :)

wgarmil@cs.ulowell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 17:36:47 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
[regarding scanning-desintegrating/xmit/reassemble MT]
> You'd never get *me* to ride in the damned thing.  To whomever gets in
> the transmitters it's a death machine, regardless of the fact that it
> produces a replica of you that is so good that it itself is fooled (and
> your wife will never miss you).  No thanks.

I've seen it argued that the same applies to going to sleep at night.
Maybe it was in The Mind's I (ed. by Douglas Hoffstadter).  A reasonable
book to look up _that_ kind of discussion (I'm not the same/yes you are).
It even has SF stories and excerpts.

Does anyone know if the 'reformed Sufi' stories (Analog, early 80s?)  were
ever collected in a book ?  My unreliable grey cells (probably damaged by
poor transmat copying ;-) say those stories were written by 'Kenneth G.
Iverson', an (abandoned) pen name of Harry Turtledove.  Can anyone confirm
or deny ?

The gist of those stories was that only 'reformed Sufis' took advantage of
the kind of transmitter Larry was beefing(*) about.  All other religions
considered its use suicide, and so their adherents were Earthbound.
Obviously, reformed Sufism was the spiritual answer for those wanting to
make a (star travelling) buck with some peace of mind.

(* a perfectly reasonable beef.  I'd think long and hard about it, too.
It's fun to discuss, but we'll burn that bridge when we come to it ;-)

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 14:25:03 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

There have been a couple of hoopy stories about 'teleportation' accidents,
where multiple versions of the same person are roaming the universe, all
convinced that they are the original.

On a slight aside, Fred Pohl plays around a little with his AI constructs,
having autonomous versions wondering 'gigabit space', (_Heechee_ et al) and
meeting up with each other on occasion, updating, or merging, or whatever.
Interesting concept, gigabit space, although to me 'a gigabit' would be a
little confining.  

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 21:22:00 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

> There have been a couple of hoopy stories about 'teleportation'
> accidents, where multiple versions of the same person are roaming the
> universe, all convinced that they are the original.
> 
> On a slight aside, Fred Pohl plays around a little with his AI
> constructs, having autonomous versions wondering 'gigabit space',
> (_Heechee_ et al) and meeting up with each other on occasion, updating,
> or merging, or whatever.  Interesting concept, gigabit space, although to
> me 'a gigabit' would be a little confining.  [No fat jokes, Lynn!]

Check out C. J. Cherryh's _Voyager in Night_ for an excellent story along
these lines.

Jefferson Ogata
University of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 15:40:27 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Howard S Modell)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

>   c) What happens if the original is *not* destroyed?  Do the two copies
>know about each other? ...

This exact situation has been done, at least twice.  Once was on the TOS,
the episode where Kirk is split in two.  The other treatment was in the
novel, SPOCK MUST DIE! by James Blish.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 07:29:13 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

jci@cci632.cci.com (John Inzinna - co-op) writes:
>   c) What happens if the original is *not* destroyed?  Do the two copies
>know about each other?  If not, how do you react when you meet yourself?

At the risk of being obvious, I recommend "Rogue Moon," by Algis Budrys.

None of the people in that story actually meet their copies face to face,
but the knowledge that a duplicate exists (together with some other factors
peculiar to the situation) is quite devastating.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618 
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 91 15:24:16 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

jci@ccird1.UUCP (John Inzinna) writes:
>   c) What happens if the original is *not* destroyed?  Do the two copies
>know about each other?  If not, how do you react when you meet yourself?

In Midnight at the Well of Souls biologically produced exact copies do
meet. They didn't have much choice as they had grown on each other.  For
her (their) species that was a routine occurrence.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 12:58:18 GMT
From: danw@stonyman.hac.com (Dan White)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

   Try Niven's "The Theory and Practice of Teleportation" in the collection
"All the Myriad Ways"

   He deals with this and more.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 18:28:14 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Howard S Modell)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall) writes:
>As far as I know, the idea behind teleportation is this: First, the exact
>position of every particle in the persons body is encoded into EM waves,
>and then this information is sent at the speed
[text deleted]

This is just a caveat, not a real "followup" to the questions.  The
"scan-disassemble-transmit-receive-reassemble" method is just one of the
strategies that have been suggested in stories for teleportation.  In
particular, it's the one the Star Trek universe uses.  There's also the
"fold/warp space until two points touch and then walk-or-poke through the
connection" method (see e.g., ALL THE COLORS OF DARKNESS by Lloyd Biggle),
the "psionic" method, the "utilize a higher dimension" method, just to name
some others.

At least some of these other methods avoid the moral/ethical dilemma of the
"transporter" that worries you.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 20:57:21 GMT
From: dewinter@watserv1.uwaterloo.ca (Jack a.k.a. Wildside)
Subject: Planet classifications

While reading a book on space travel, I came across the line "Sir, it is a
K class planet."  I know that National Geographic has adopted the letter
classification of planets.  Would anybody be able to help me out with the
actual definitions for the different types of planets.

Jack 

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 05:00:47 GMT
From: phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu (Mark Phaedrus)
Subject: Transformation stories/books needed

   I need to find some stories that deal with the physical transformation
of their characters, for a fantasy project I'm working on.  The means of
transformation is not important (lycanthropy, curses, innate abilities,
pantropy [Man Plus], etc.); nor is the genre (SF, fantasy, even nonfiction
if it deals with the topic).  Mental transformation stories might also be
quite useful.  Short stories are as good as books, but if you could mention
a book or magazine where the short story can be found it would be most
helpful.
   They don't even have to be good stories, but if you consider them
particularly bad, please let me know so I won't go in with any false
expectactations. :)
   Email to phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu is preferred, but posting is
fine too.  I will mail a summary to anyone who sends me any ideas, and to
anyone else who requests one; I'll post the summary if there seems to be
sufficient interest.
   Thanks very much in advance for any help you can give me.

phaedrus@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 19:34:19 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Subterranean Societies

Two, one with title, one only author (sorry, but they're all packed away,
so it's just my memory).  First is _The Labrys_ where folks are infected
with a virus so that they can't get close to anyone else and foment
revolution or society.  Lots of underground labs and labyrinths, slimy
stuff, and such.  Sixties or early Seventies for pub date.

Second is a book by Vonda McIntyre, might be _The Exile Waiting_ where
there is a domed city, with underground tunnels inhabited by the mutated
and a few others.  I guess if you have tunnels natural or otherwise, you
always have the long dark passage through them, fraught with danger etc.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 04:08:57 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Subterranean Societies

MLW@VAX01.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:

>Two, one with title, one only author (sorry, but they're all packed away,
>so it's just my memory).  First is _The Labrys_ where folks are infected
>with a virus so that they can't get close to anyone else and foment
>revolution or society.  Lots of underground labs and labyrinths, slimy
>stuff, and such.  Sixties or early Seventies for pub date.

   Mid-sixties. It was actually _Sign of the Labrys_, by Margaret St.
Clair. It was mildly interesting in being Wiccan before Wicca was "in". The
main reason I picked up my copy was the back cover blurb, which is a
*panic*. 

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Anthony & Banks & Cherryh & Friedell &
                      Zahn (4 msgs) & Zelazny (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 02:02:05 GMT
From: iho@akbar.cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: gripes about Piers Anthony

I just finished _And_Eternity_.  I feel so... so... USED!

Spoilers about the "Incarnations of Immortality" series and many
unflattering opinions about Piers Anthony to follow.

Okay.  You were warned.

I was just so impressed with _On_a_Pale_Horse_ (all except for the last
couple of chapters that contained all that juvenile romance stuff) that I'd
decided to give him one more chance.  The book really was well written and
had a very intelligent plot with some very good characters.  Even most of
the dialogue wasn't too objectionable.

However, I was rather disappointed to see even more of that juvenile
romance appear as the dominant theme in most of the books that followed.
The dialogues quickly degenerated to people constantly explaining things to
each other as if reading from a textbook (very bland).  The plot turned
into a series of short "quests" (almost always one per chapter) with very
poor continuity.  The last book even sported some very large words that Mr.
Anthony must have felt he had used in his book because I didn't see any
reason why normal people would use those words in those circumstances.

I am so #*%^ing sick of all those so noble characters!

Why are all of his female characters so lame?  They're all so fragile and
emotional, even the ones he describes as strong and embittered.

Those author's notes were interesting at first, especially since he talked
about the stories.  This last one was essentially him bragging about his
daughters.

I can handle frivolous books written by mediocre writers, but not when they
claim to be writing important works of literature as he has done repeatedly
in those author's notes of his.

Okay.  Now, flame away!

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 20:00:58 GMT
From: pete@tcom.stc.co.uk (Peter Kendell)
Subject: The State of the Art

Is the title of the new short fiction collection from Iain M Banks.

It's a mixed bag; some of the stories are one-shots, some experiments that
more or less work.  But there are three Culture stories in it.  Two are
short story length and not bad.  The title story is novella length and is
d*** good.  It tells what happens when the Culture, in the form of the GCU
Arbitrary and an old friend, Diziet Sma, encounter Earth in 1977 AD.

I won't spoil the fun, except to say that I'll never look at a Volvo estate
in quite the same way again!

The Culture stories rate 9/10 on my personal scale; the others 6-8/10.

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 03:14:41 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Cyteen again

I reread Cyteen recently, slowly this time.  Some comments:

1.  The killer.  There's no being sure, but I'd say it really was an
accident.  The timing of AE I's last computer entry seems to effectively
clear Jordan.  The Nyes had motivation - control of Reseune and an Ari they
could control but, no real opportunity.  (It doesn't seem likely that the
pipe was sabotaged in advance, on spec.)

2.  What makes a creative genius?  The answer appears to be a combination
of a genetic potential, and an upbringing which allows a focused passion
(not necessarily sexual) to be brought to bear.  Grant is a genius, but
will never be a creative one, because of his Azi upbringing.  Bok II was
raised in too sterile an environment, and Rubin II in one which wasn't
stifling enough.  AE I seems to have learned that the environmental
pressures required could be [relatively] mild.  Note her success in
triggering *Jordan's* potential, as well as Justin's.  Note too that the
more benign atmosphere in which she grew up produced a kinder and gentler
AE II, but one just as capable.

3.  If Giraud isn't a Special, he's at least close to being one.  The
wartime plan of using undercover Azi to destroy stations appears to have
been his.  And it shouldn't be dismissed as Denys's idea, attributed to
him: It's the sort of thing he *would* come up with.

4.  There is an irony in AE I's insistence upon the eventual phasing out of
Azis.  As we've seen from other books set in Cherryh's universe, this
doesn't happen - at least not for a long time.

5.  The example psych sets AE II brings Justin to critique are clearly
based on those she found to have been given to the Gehennans.  The
discussions about those 'exercises' casts an impressive amount of light on
Forty Thousand in Gehenna.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 11:16:30 GMT
From: SAY@trboun.bitnet
Subject: "The Return Of The Time Machine" by Friedell

Hello

I noticed that some SF-LOVERS were talking about the sequel to H.G. Wells'
"The Time Machine", which was written by Egon Friedell. I think that he
(Friedell, that is) is not German, but Austrian. I also want to ask those
unfortunate people who have read the book a question: was it as bad as I
thought, or was it my German? I thought that Mr. Wells would be very angry
if he had read this book.

Peace.

Cem Say
Bogazici University
Istanbul
Turkey

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 17:12:25 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Re: New Star Wars book

I picked up Heir to the Empire yesterday and have finished a few chapters.
Minor SPOILERS to follow:

Leia and Han are married and Leia's expecting twins.  Luke has resigned his
commission in the Alliance but is still working for them as a private
citizen.  By the way, the Alliance has set up shop on the Emperor's home
world (can't remember the name).  Wedge seems to be getting a lot of book
time, not much info, he's just around a lot.

The Empire has been reduced to a scattered fleet on the fringes of
civilization and they have this real nasty guy leading them - he has
glowing red eyes - see cover of book, he's the one in white.  I don't know
yet who the Emperor-want-to-be is, but I assume he's a Dark Jedi that has
been briefly mentioned.

The Alliance is trying to set up a new government, and you can probably
guess at how well that's going.

Beyond this, I don't have any more info to disclose.  The writing is not
the best in the world, but it's not awful either.  Most people will probaly
pick it up at the library or wait until it comes out in paperback.  Star
Wars die hards will get it the minute they see it.  I work at a bookstore,
so I can read it and return it to the shelves without having to wait.  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 12:48:29 GMT
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: Heir to the Empire

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
> I don't know exactly how it will tie in with future movies.  No one knows
> if Lucas is ever going to make the post-Jedi films although it seems
> likely that he will be making the pre-Star Wars films.  I don't know if
> Heir to the Empire is based on some script ideas of Lucas or if it was
> mostly created by Zahn and then approved by Lucasfilm.  I have a feeling
> that if the movie is ever made there will probably be some changes made
> to adapt it to the big-screen.  The book seems to have been written as a
> book and not as a novelization of a screen play.

It sure seems as though Lucas was involved, as this story includes an
element that he intended for the original trilogy, but realized that it
would be too expensive to film - a visit to the Wookie home planet.  I know
that this plot element has been discussed to death here, but it is my
opinion that George Lucas must certainly have helped with the descriptions
of a place which he "always" wanted to show.

Curt Wiederhoeft

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 19:00:25 GMT
From: BAG108@psuvm.psu.edu (Barb Gardner)
Subject: Re: Heir to the Empire

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) says:
>It sure seems as though Lucas was involved, as this story includes an
>element that he intended for the original trilogy, but realized that it
>would be too expensive to film - a visit to the Wookie home planet.  I
>know that this plot element has been discussed to death here, but it is my
>opinion that George Lucas must certainly have helped with the descriptions
>of a place which he "always" wanted to show.

I agree. The descriptions of the Wookiee homeworld, as well as certain
other factors in book had to have been helped along by Lucas. I must say
that even though I've seen better writing, I couldn't put the book down
once I got going, and finished it in one night, only to moan in agony at
the "To Be Continued..." on the last page. If anyone wants to chat about
Heir to the Empire with me, please please e-mail me, because I'm excited to
talk about it but refuse to do it on the net where people with little
willpower will flame me for posting *spoilers*.

Barb
Bag108@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 13:53:51 GMT
From: jci@cci632.cci.com (John Inzinna - co-op)
Subject: Re: Heir to the Empire

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>It sure seems as though Lucas was involved, as this story includes an
>element that he intended for the original trilogy, but realized that it
>would be too expensive to film - a visit to the Wookie home planet.  I
>know that this plot element has been discussed to death here, but it is my
>opinion that George Lucas must certainly have helped with the descriptions
>of a place which he "always" wanted to show.

I missed any discussion of this plot element, so forgive me if this is
redundant information.  Back around Christmas of '78 or '79 Lucas made a
one-hour television special focusing on Chewbacca visiting home.  So Lucas
has already filmed that world, and therefore his assistance was not
necessarily required for Zahn to write about it.

However, as I am only about a third into the book, I haven't read the
description of the wookie home world...  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 14:21:38 GMT
From: haggart@crc2.sofkin.ca (Ross Haggart)
Subject: Re: Dream Master

frankie@vipunen.hut.fi (Ilkka Malva) writes:
>Having just finished reading Roger Zelazny's "Dream Master", I'd very much
>appreciate if somebody would explain WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED in the very
>end

It's been a long time since I read it but I was always under the impression
that the good Doctor lost control of the situation because his patient's
strong will and his unfamiliarity with the workings of a blind person's
perception of reality. I believe he was left trapped within her world view,
powerless to regain his own perspective. From the outside he just went
nuts.

>of the story).  If so, what should I read next (or should have read before
>"Dream Master")? and are there any sequels to the book?  And furthermore,
>what else should I read of Zelazny's works?

I would recommend "Lord of Light" and "This Immortal" in that order.  LoL
is the better of the two. They are to some extent "variations on a theme".
His short stories are great. Read "The Doors of his Face, the Lamps of his
Mouth" or some such titled collection.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 22:01:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Zelazny's _Dream Master_

frankie@vipunen.hut.fi (Ilkka Malva) writes:
>Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

Well, Roger Zelazny is an amazing writer  :-)

>Having just finished reading Roger Zelazny's "Dream Master", I'd very much
>appreciate if somebody would explain WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED in the very
>end of the story. That is to say, I liked the book a great deal, the plot
>wasn't the strongest I've encountered, but still interesting - I didn't
>fall asleep while reading or anything.  But the ending didn't make any
>sense whatsoever to me.

Not to worry, it also stumped me the first time I read it. However, my own
opinion is that Render has had a nervous breakdown and has now become a
patient himself.  This breakdown is only partly Eileen's fault, but uses
her imagery, because it was brought about by her influence, and also
because the real reason for Render's breakdown is that he has never come to
terms with the death of his wife and daughter (?), retreating instead
behind a professional mask.  Throughout the book, you can see him not only
constantly underestimating Eileen, but also ignoring the signs of danger
from her unexpectedly strong and warped personality.

Essentially, the problem is that he died emotionally years ago, viz. his
problems in dealing with his son and how coldly he deals with his current
girlfriend.  I have read a theory that _The Dream Master_ (_He Who Shapes_
was the title of the original short story on which the book is based) is
the only Zelazny story in which the main character is looking for death,
consciously or not.

What makes all of Zelazny characters interesting and sympathetic is that no
matter how strong, resourceful or cynical they are, they also have a very
human default or weakness, like Corwin's love for Deirdre, or Francis
Sandow's cowardice (justified cowardice, mind you) or Jack's soul.  This is
best shown and explained in 'A Rose for Ecclesiastes', in _Four for
Tomorrow_.  _The Dream Master_ is the only one of his stories that I can
think of, where the main character actually succombs to that hidden
weakness.  It is in fact the whole point of the story: for not having bent
with the wind, Render is broken by the storm.  The other theme, that of
manipulation of reality by will and force of personality, is a recurrent
idea in Zelazny's work (witness the Amber series).  Of course, this
represents my own interpretation of _DM_, which does not mean that somebody
else's would not be as valid.

>This was the first of Zelazny's works I've read, so I have no idea what
>kind of sf he usually does, or if "Dream Master" was somehow connected to
>one of his earlier books (which would propably explain the obscure ending
>of the story).  If so, what should I read next (or should have read before
>"Dream Master")? and are there any sequels to the book?  And furthermore,
>what else should I read of Zelazny's works?

It was indeed one of his early books, but that is not why it has an obscure
ending.  This ending (which I find pretty clear compared to _Eye of Cat_
for instance), results from a deliberate policy of not telling too much and
not over-explaining.  In one of his short stories collections, RZ says that
when he started writing, after receiving a large number of rejection slips,
he took a good, long look at his stories and realized that he had been
insulting the reader's intelligence by over-explainingg in most of them
Since then, he decided not to underestimate his readers anymore, and that
was when his stories started to get accepted regularly.  IMHO, this is why
it is such a pleasure to read him, and so easy to identify with most of his
characters, while having room to think for yourself at the same time.

And you will see this tendency everywhere in his stories.  For example, he
quotes freely from authors without necessarily giving you the reference or
the moral/explanation of the quote, refers to several mythologies and
philosophies in passing or in depth, and the thought processes of his
characters are pretty fast and elliptic sometimes.  So no, there are no
sequels to _The Dream Master_ which stands on its own (what more is there
to say?)

Recommended:
_This Immortal_
_Lord of Light_
_Nine Princes in Amber_ (which can stand on its own)
_Creatures of Light and Darkness_
_Jack of Shadows_
_Doorways in the Sand_
_Eye of Cat_
_Roadmarks_
_The Isle of Dead_ and _To Die in Italbar_

And all his short stories collections:
   _The Doors of his Face, the Lamps of his Mouth and other stories_
   _Unicorn Variations_
   _The Last Defender of Camelot_
   _Frost and Fire_

Not so highly recommended:
   The second Amber series (I am not sure of the order, check out the
                            copyright date for those.
      _Blood of Amber_, 
      _Sign of Chaos_,    
      _Trumps of Doom_,  
      _Knight of Shadows_
      (and the 5th will be out in hardcover in December)
   _Changeling_ and its sequel, _Madwand_
   _Today we Choose Faces_
   _Dilvish the Damned_
   _Bridge of Ashes_
   _Coils_ with Saberhagen, I think
   _Deus Irae_ with Philip K. Dick

Not recommended:
   _Damnation Alley_
   _The Dark Throne_

The above list is not obviously not complete, but I recommend starting with
_This Immortal_, and the first Princes of Amber series:
   1 _Nine Princes in Amber_,
   2 _The Guns of Avalon_,
   3 _Sign of the Unicorn_,
   4 _The Hand of Oberon_,
   5 _The Courts of Chaos_.
Sorry to go on for so long, but as you can guess, Zelazny is one of my
all-time favorite authors.  Have fun.

A.M.B

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Films - Attack of the Killer Tomatoes & Contact Lenses &
                 Dune (5 msgs) & Star Trek: The Next Generation &
                 Star Wars & F/X 2 & Asylum & Akira (3 msgs) &
                 Film Sets (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 16:51:00 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Tomatoes

The third movie in the trilogy was to be titled "Killer Tomatoes Strike
Back" (which does not match the reported title at the end of the second
film) but as far as released, not yet.  I am unsure if even it is in
production.  John Astin, however, was to reprise his role of Dr. Gan Greene
(or whatever he was).  Also, there is an "Attack of the Killer Tomatoes"
*cartoon* on here in the states.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 17:35:10 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: scleral lenses / was:  Re: DUNE (9hrs)

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>>    I always thought that this was silly. Why not use colored contact
>> lenses?
> 
> Contact lenses that cover the entire visible eyeball? Sounds awful. 

   Scleral lenses were made even before flexible contacts came in. 
   In fact, the very first contact lenses ever made covered the whole
eyeball, and the modern, just-out-to-the-edges-of-the-cornea contacts
didn't come into vogue until the late fifties.
  They've been used in movies and TV for many years; the first place I
remember seeing what looked like full-scleral lenses was "X- THE MAN WITH
THE X-RAY EYES," a Ray Milland movie from the fifties.
   If you rent (an excellent!) movie called "THE LIST OF ADRIAN MESSENGER,"
you'll see a sequence where Kirk Douglas is removing scleral lenses.
   You'll also see scleral lenses in Patrick Duffy's eyes in "MAN FROM
ATLANTIS" episodes, in "Janos Skorzeny"'s eyes in "THE NIGHT STALKER"
movie, in all of the gargoyles in "GARGOYLES" (Bernie Casey even rode a
horse while in full makeup, if memory serves), and in the first accepted
STAR TREK pilot, "WHERE NO MAN HAS GONE BEFORE."
   Note Merlin's eyes in the movie version of "CAMELOT."
   Scleral lenses were part of several scenes in "U.F.O.," although the
U.K. lens technology doesn't seem to have been good enough for actors to
*work* in them.
   There were a lot of them used in "WESTWORLD."  Crichton has commented on
Yul Brynner's professionalism in working with half-silvered contacts even
after a slight eye injury made them *very* uncomfortable.
   Check out your tapes of "V," where Jane Badler's human makeup is torn
off; that vertical pupil looks like some sort of scleral lense to me.

   There's an M.D. named Spooner in Los Angeles who seems to specialize in
making custom contacts and sclerals for movie work; he's been credited for
years.

   These days, with the advent of disposable "soft" contacts, you can buy
colored gels for makeup and costume purposes for a very reasonable price.
I know a gal who's got a set that include the whole spectrum; she puts on
red eyes whenever she goes to SF conventions, just to shake people up.

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 05:22:31 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: DUNE (9hrs)

Did anyone else here think that maybe Dune had some connection with
psychedelic drugs, Tim Leary - the spice? I don't know, it just struck a
chord when I was watching the movie. I never could get past page 20 or so
of the book, but the last time I tried was many years ago. Keep meaning to
read it, but I don't have a copy any more. Keep meaning to buy a new copy
but...

Jefferson Ogata
University of Maryland          
Department of Computer Science
ogata@cs.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 19:30:07 GMT
From: mschmitt@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Dune Characters  (was Re: _Heretics of Dune_ and _Chapterhouse Dune_)

In reference to someone's comment that the casting was well done, in
particular with reference to the appearance of the characters:

   Actually, there is one HUGE, ENORMOUS problem with this, an appearance
mismatch perhaps beyond all others.  And that is Kyle (can't spell his last
name) as Paul.  The reason being that Paul is only (as I recall) 15 YEARS
OLD!!  when Dune begins.  This actor is not 15, nor does he even look
anything close to it.
   Actually, I'm not overly upset, as some people are, with the appearance
of the Baron.  What concerns and annoys me more is what they did to his
CHARACTER.  In the movie, he was just a filthy, disgusting, stupid pig.
You really wonder why he hasn't yet been crushed into nothingness by the
Atreides long ago.  But in the book, while he is large and rotund (although
not as severely as in the movie), he is also very sly and crafty, a smart,
cunning leader, although a little bloody (killing of the slave women to
teach Feyd a lesson).  That's the kind of villain that you worry about,
that is a formiddable enemy.  The film altered and simplified him, making
him at times a nuisance at best, destroying what was a VERY interesting
character.  The extended TV version does a little to help, but not nearly
enough - it's not possible to overcome the problems with what was already
filmed.
   Well, just my HO.

Matt Schmitt
mschmitt@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 14:09:04 GMT
From: DANIGR%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: DUNE

   Quite frankly I loved the movie. It amazed me, and I saw it in the
cinema and it was the movie to spark my thirst for sci-fi movies.  I loved
every part of it except those gross parts with that big ugly talking maggot
in the tin can.  *yyeeww!* I didn't like that looser at all. Another thing
which I didn't like too well either was those big mean sand worms, but I
suppose you had to have some sort of terror out there in the middle of
nowhere. That big dude with red hair and all the nasty looking warts and
bumps also made me want to barf. His nephew (Sting) wasn't all that bad. I
liked the idea of those 'reverend mother' figures and etc.
   On the whole, I loved the movie, it gave nme my first glimps of Patrick
Stewart. *sigh* and I liked that very much, although he didn't have a major
(real big) part, I liked his role.

DANIGR@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 07:26:58 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: DUNE miniseries
 
Frank Herbert always said that the DUNE producers filmed enough for a
"really good fifteen-hour miniseries."  He had such an incredible energy
and enthusiasm... I think if he'd lived, he might have been able to
persuade them to put the miniseries together.
 
Vonda

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 21:22:00 GMT
From: DANNY@ccm.umanitoba.ca
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest  Dune irritants

My biggest beef against the movie was the terrible way the Harkonnens were
changed.  In the book, the Baron was a powerful evil dark character.  One
who had no morals to worry about and would cheerfully eat his own children
if it furthered his end.  He was a vile person, but not a wasteful one.  In
the movie, he was just a vice ridden sickie who pulled "heart plugs" to
revel in the death of an innocent.  The book's Baron would have no qualms
about killing an innocent, but would not have done so unless there was
something in it for him.

His nephews were included in the twisted view in the movie, the "beast"
certainly came off as a big slob when he had to be a powerful and brilliant
strategist to operate for the Baron.

An interesting point was a description of the Harkonnens from a later book.
I think it was GEoD, the hero is in a hidden bunker built by the
Harkonnens, long after all the Harkonnens are dead and gone, but the
accessories and decor of the bunker sure match the attitudes of the
Harkonnens from the movie, decadent evil and sick.

Another interesting point.  Anyone notice how many of the actors in Dune
showed up in Twin Peaks ??  I counted at least 3 or 4 of the major
characters in TP were also in DUNE.

The weirding modules irritated me as well.  If it was technology the
Emporer was after, he could have just "obtained" it somehow.  It was the
troups' loyalty and training he was afraid of.  I felt the module s*** was
added to simplify the plot so the slower members of the audience would stop
going "Hunh???"

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 17:18:00 GMT
From: SINGER_S@ctstateu.bitnet
Subject: Star Trek The Next Generation

I have heard rumors of a Star Trek TNG movie, after Star Trek 6 has been
finished.  Does anyone know if this is indeed true, or how I could find
out?  I would really like to see the movie come out, because I am such a
fan of the TV show.  If you know anything, send mail to
BITNET%"SINGER_SCD@CTSTATEU"

Thanks.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 19:46:58 GMT
From: ttardis!dwl@cfctech.cfc.com (Dave Lillard)
Subject: Star Wars Upcoming

According to a letter, dated April 30, 1991, that I just received from
George Lucas' office:

"... Mr. Lucas does plan to continue the Saga but won't begin development
for at least five to seven years.  ILM is not working on any special
effects as yet.  I've enclosed a recently published article (from an
inhouse magazine) that will give you the correct information.  This is the
official word."

Anyone who would like a photocopy of the full letter and article can get
one by sending me a long (business) sase to: 21111 Mapleridge, South-
field, MI 48075-5752.

I hope that this will clear up the confusion - for a while, at least.

Dave Lillard

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 01:03:00 GMT
From: SINGER_S@ctstateu.bitnet
Subject: F/X 2

Has anyone heard about F/X 2?  I would appreciate any comments or opinions
if you have seen the movie or heard anything about it.

Thanks.

Scott
SINGER_SCD@CTSTATEU

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 20:53:16 GMT
From: v101pyrw@ubvmsa.cc.buffalo.edu (Michelle L Zafron)
Subject: Re: ASYLUM -- anyone seen this (was it any good) ?

acsls@menudo.uh.edu (Eddie McCreary) writes:
>A wonderful film if you like good horror!!  I remember seeing it on an all
>night movie marathon a _long_ time ago.  If memory serves, which it
>infrequently does, is starred Peter Cushing, Herber Lom, and Charlottte
>Rampling.  I believe the structure of the film was Cushing as the head of
>the asylum and was telling the story of each patient in the violent ward
>to a promising new doctor(???).  On of the patients was Lom who built
>these anatomically correct dolls and could project his will into one and
>walk around the asylum.  One reason I thought it was so good was that it
>was written by Robert Bloch.
>   Was this done by Hammer or is it after they went under??

You're basically right about who starred in it, but Cushing wasn't the head
doctor.  Young shrink arrives at the asylum, is informed that a former
shrink went crazy and had to be confined upstairs with the other insane
patients.  The young doctor is told he'll meet some of them, including the
doctor, if he can correctly identify who is the insane doctor is he gets
the job.  Each patient tells him their story.  One of the patients says he
was a tailor, and Cushing was a customer who wanted him to make a suit...
It's a good flick.  And I think you're right about Robert Bloch being one
of the reasons for that.

I thought AIP did it, but maybe it was Hammer.

Michelle

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 23:25:50 GMT
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet (Richard S. Smith)
Subject: The Meaning of AKIRA

I *LOVED* that movie.  I mean, I spent the first half-hour with my jaw on
the floor.  It was a transcendental experience.  Even though I had no clue
what was happening the first time I saw it, it was still two hours in
heaven.  Mind candy of the purest form.

However, I wouldn't spend too much time wondering about the ending.  If you
read any of the comics, you will probably come to the same conclusion I
did, and that is that Otomo really had to stretch to make his story fit
into the 2-hour movie format.  He obviously made some creative decisions
that weren't in "integrity" with the comic (i'm sorry, "graphic novel")
version.

IMHO, the whole "Coming Together - Cosmic Rebirth" thing was a contrivance.
Otomo reasoned (perhaps correctly) that audiences expect a mind-blowing,
2001-type ending, so that's what we got.

In addition, it was probably a convenient way to resolve various plot-lines
that were becoming increasingly problematic as the length of the film was
starting to collide with the budgetary constraints (for any decent
animation, we're talking at least $100K per minute).  In other words,
wondering about the ending of Akira is like wondering about those weird
Star Trek novels where the Enterprise LANDS on planets!  You're wasting
your grey matter.  If you want the real story, read it.

Richard Smith
rss@calstate.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 23:42:00 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: The Meaning of AKIRA

RSS@calstate.BITNET (Richard S. Smith) writes:
>I *LOVED* that movie.  I mean, I spent the first half-hour with my jaw on
>the floor.  It was a transcendental experience.  Even though I had no clue

   I agree there. I wouldn't call it "transcendental" myself, but I did
find it a marvelous job of animation and the storyline, though a bit
predictable, was well done (though the ending, yes, was a bit fuzzy and
screwball; it reminded me of the ending of Star Trek I: The Motionless
Picture)

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 20:31:02 GMT
From: rpieri@isis.cs.du.edu (Richard Pieri "A Stainless Steel Rat is Born")
Subject: Re: The Meaning of AKIRA

RSS@calstate.BITNET (Richard S. Smith) writes:
>I *LOVED* that movie.  I mean, I spent the first half-hour with my jaw on
>the floor.  It was a transcendental experience.  Even though I had no clue
>what was happening the first time I saw it, it was still two hours in
>heaven.  Mind candy of the purest form.

Trancendental? Nah. Mind candy? Yeah.

>However, I wouldn't spend too much time wondering about the ending.  If
>you read any of the comics, you will probably come to the same conclusion
>I did, and that is that Otomo really had to stretch to make his story fit
>into the 2-hour movie format.  He obviously made some creative decisions
>that weren't in "integrity" with the comic (i'm sorry, "graphic novel")
>version.
>
>IMHO, the whole "Coming Together - Cosmic Rebirth" thing was a
>contrivance.  Otomo reasoned (perhaps correctly) that audiences expect a
>mind-blowing, 2001-type ending, so that's what we got.

Well, for starters, the manga (the original Japanese form) was only
supposed to run 2 volumes, about 10 or so issues in English. It was
expanded to 5 volumes due to its popularity. This had to be condensed down
to 2 hours, not an easy feat.  On top of that, Otomo wanted an ending
different from the manga, a surprise for those who had already read the
story.

Later.

Richard Pieri
14 Westdale RD.
Holbrook, MA  02343-1031
UA_RLP@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu
ratinox@nueng.coe.northeastern.edu
UA_RLP@NUHUB{.BITNET}   

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 01:22:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Leonov, Nostromo bridges

   Yesterday when I was watching _2010_ I noticed that the bridge of the
Leonov (well, the conference table) looked a lot like the meal table from
the Nostromo.  Notice the monitors above the table.  Even the shots and
camera angles looked the same.
   Was it the same set?  I don't know how often they reuse sets.  Also, Syd
Mead was the guy who did the designing for _2010_, was he the same one who
designed _Alien_?

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 06:55:07 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Leonov, Nostromo bridges

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>Yesterday when I was watching _2010_ I noticed that the bridge of the
>Leonov (well, the conference table) looked a lot like the meal table from
>the Nostromo. Notice the monitors above the table. Even the shots and
>camera angles looked the same.
>
>Was it the same set? I don't know how often they reuse sets.

Doubtful. The two movies were made by separate companies and released by
separate studios, so it's unlikely that they reused the ALIEN set for 2010.

>Also, Syd Mead was the guy who did the designing for _2010_, was he the
>same one who designed _Alien_?

No. The Alien itself in all of its forms, plus the derelict ship were
designed by H.R. Giger. Other parts of the production were designed by
Chris Foss, Ron Cobb, and Jean Giraurd (a.k.a. "Moebius").

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 16 May 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 185

Today's Topics:

		Books - Asten & Gibson & Lowenthal & May &
                        McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Vance (2 msgs) &
                        Zelazny (5 msgs) & Request Answer (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 16:04:00 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Speaking Forsoothly

A three-year-old fantasy novel just percolated to the top of my to-be-read
pile: *The Blind Knight*, by Gail Van Asten.  This was an Ace Fantasy
Special in 1988, and was reviewed semi-favorably in *Locus*.

Let me quote you some sample sentences from the first three chapters (the
only ones I expect ever to read):

"Aye.  Thou answer promptly.  I am well pleased."

"Do thou seek aid to make it so, or I will lock the pair of thee away from
the eyes of men and so hide my shame!"

"Still alone in the small chapel, he passed his left hand lightly over his
loins, touching the organs of manhood that were concealed beneath warm
chausses and a knee-length tunic of blue wool."

"Whyfore have I not been told of this before?" he growled.

"Lord Robert had not killed a wench before,though he was well known to have
beaten one or two.  As with herself, Lady Edwina knew."

By the evidence of these sentences, the author

   Does not know how to conjugate English verbs with the subject "thou"

   Does not know that "thou" and "thee" are *singular*

   Cannot distinguish the childish "Why for" from the archaic "Wherefore"
   
   And, in general, cannot gracefully simulate a formal,
   pseudo-archaic style.

Why didn't the editor notice any of these errors?  Why was Ace so proud of
this book as to make it a "Fantasy Special"?  And why do Americans who are
not intimately familiar with the second person intimate attempt to use it
in novels?

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 18:15:55 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re:  The Difference Engine

To put everything in context, let me say that I was extremely underwhelmed
by _The Difference Engine_, as I described in an earlier posting.  Well,
yesterday I heard William Gibson and Bruce Sterling being interviewed on
the radio.

The reporter proclaimed them "heroes to a whole generation of young people
who have grown up on computers."  Both of them did some reading from their
works, and even the reporter had to note that the 40-plus-year-old Gibson
has a "perpetual sneer in his voice" (as if this were something
complementary or desirable).  Then the two authors described how they wrote
_The Difference Engine_ on two Apple computers, in Austin and Vancouver,
FedExing the diskette back and forth so that the text never existed on
paper but rather, as Gibson put it, "in this electronic limbo."  They
talked about how "plastic" word processing makes a story while it's being
written.  The reporter described how they'd used an electronic dictionary
of Victorian vernacular to substitute their own words with phrases "they
had never heard of."  Gibson (or Sterling?) said, with great flourish, that
they had "used find-and-replace to squeeze blue notes out of the text like
a jazz musician would use a sampler."  The reporter closed by saying that a
London museum was trying to "make Babbage's dream a reality" by building a
steam-driven computer.

To hear so-called Heroes of the Computer Generation going Wow-Gee-Man about
doing search-and-replace with a word processor was laughable.  To have them
hold it up as some kind of elegant, advanced writing technique was
embarassing.  While I've so far always enjoyed Gibson's style and sense of
plot, Sterling has never impressed me much.  Now both have fallen in my
esteem.

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 18:36:10 GMT
From: gup@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Jeremy Gup)
Subject: Searching for a book...

A few years ago I read a book by Mark M. Lowenthal entitled Crispan
Magicker.  Does anybody know if there was ever a sequel to this book or if
the author ever wrote anything else?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 23:38:06 GMT
From: tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner)
Subject: Julian May

What's the latest on May?  What's the last book that was put out?  Is the
saga continuing?  Is there a saga about Marc and Elizabeth?  Please email
me

Ryan
tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 12:40:14 GMT
From: tmd@austin.lockheed.com (Tom Davis)
Subject: QUESTION on Anne McCaffrey

What is the title of the book that Anne McCaffery wrote as a sequel to
"Dinosaur Planet" - the one that is summarized in "Sassinak"?

Tom Davis
tmd@austin.lockheed.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 22:06:55 GMT
From: eeb1@ellis.uchicago.edu (e elizabeth bartley)
Subject: Re: QUESTION on Anne McCaffery

tmd@AUSTIN.LOCKHEED.COM (Tom Davis) writes:
>What is the title of the book that Anne McCaffrey wrote as a sequel to
>"Dinosaur Planet" - the one that is summarized in "Sassinak"?

_Dinosaur Planet Survivors_.  _Sassinak_ and _The Death of Sleep_
contradicted it in several places, some outright (Lunzie's family), and
some in tone (portrayal of heavyworlders).  Grrr...

E. Elizabeth Bartley
eeb1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 13:16:47 GMT
From: harry@cssoff.syssup.tds.philips.nl (Harry Weseman)
Subject: Jack Vance: Aramintha Station

Hi netters,

About 2 years ago, I bought and read Araminta Station by Jack Vance.  It
says at the back that it is Book One, and indeed, the ending is such that
follow-ups can be expected.

I have never found so far a sequel to this book. Does anybody know of the
existence of a sequel, or whether there is one planned, and when?

Sorry if this has been asked before.

Thanks!

Harry Weseman
Philips Information Systems
Nederland B.V. 
The Netherlands
+31 (0)55 - 43 2529
UUCP:  ...!hp4nl!philapd!cssnl!harry
NET:  harry@syssup.tds.philips.nl

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 18:32:25 GMT
From: wcs@naucse.cse.nau.edu (Bill Schulz)
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: Aramintha Station

harry@cssoff.syssup.tds.philips.nl (Harry Weseman):
> About 2 years ago, I bought and read Araminta Station by Jack Vance.  It
> says at the back that it is Book One, and indeed, the ending is such that
> follow-ups can be expected.
> 
> I have never found so far a sequel to this book. Does anybody know of the
> existence of a sequel, or whether there is one planned, and when?
> 
> Sorry if this has been asked before.

   Yes, I know about this; I proofread the sequel which is the second of
the Cadwal trilogy.  It should be out in a couple of months.
   The title of the book, at least in manuscript, is ECCE AND OLD EARTH.
   As is so often the case with Jack's books, this volume is in many ways
very different from Araminta Station.  However, the action is carried by
important characters from Araminta Station.
   I enjoyed the book a lot, though I always enjoy Jack's books so my
recommendation is prejudiced.
   I don't dare tell any more; I might lose my proofreading job.

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 08:45:03 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's works (was: Dream Master)

haggart@CRC2.SOFKIN.CA (Ross Haggart) writes:
>>And furthermore, what else should I read of Zelazny's works?
>
>I would recommend "Lord of Light" and "This Immortal" in that order.  LoL
>is the better of the two. They are to some extent "variations on a theme".
>His short stories are great. Read "The Doors of his Face, the Lamps of his
>Mouth" or some such titled collection.

For another variation on the apotheotic theme, this time of a more cosmic
scope, read _Creatures_of_Light_and_Darkness_.  It is a shorter, tighter,
and less ponderous work than _Lord_of_Light_.  While perhaps not the big
award-winner that LoL was, it is nonetheless an interesting little work
with a distinctive present-tense narrative style, presenting you with
little bits of apparently unrelated story-threads all over the universe
that eventually link up in a sort of grand quest.

Some of the ideas here, like temporal fugue battles, strange time loops of
being your own grandfather and vice versa, and a being who can teleport to
anywhere he can imagine (and who possesses a very vivid imagination :-),
are pretty neat.  You'll see the last idea pop up again in his Amber
series, amongst other places.  Visit the House of Life, the House of Death,
and many worlds in between; meet Anubis, Osiris, Horus, Set, Thoth, and
other fascinating Immortals all with unique powers and attributes,
including Typhon, whose only manifestation is something like a horse-shaped
portable black gate into oblivion, and the Steel General, the spirit of
revolution incarnate who can never be ultimately destroyed, for he shall
always arise again elsewhere, elsewhen.

The book starts out with the resurrection (and repeated transformations) of
a mysterious character named Wakim in the House of the Dead, tasked by
Anubis with going forth to slay the Prince Who Was a Thousand.  Just who
Wakim and the Prince really are and what Anubis's schemings are all about
make up a nice little mystery plot that will amaze you when it at last
comes into focus.

Better stop before I sound too much like the book's back-cover blurb. :-)

Tom Christiansen
tchrist@convex.com	
convex!tchrist

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 20:16:52 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Zelazny's Works

   As long as we're talking about Zelazny, can anyone fill me in on some of
his other works? The ones I'm aware of are:

   Amber etc. (first series really good, second one, we'll see)
   Wildcards bookks 1,2 +5 (stories of The Sleeper, very good)
   Lord of Light (excellent)
   Creatures of Light and Darkness (haven't read yet)
   The Graveyard Heart (metza-metza; a sequel by Walter Jon Williams)

Jonah Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 22:31:37 GMT
From: ST402711@brownvm.brown.edu (Tim Johnson)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #183

A couple of remarks on the Zelazny conversation:

>This is best shown and explained in 'A Rose for Ecclesiastes'...  _The
>Dream Master_ is the only one of his stories that I can think of, where
>the main character actually succumbs to that hidden weakness.

Well, I disagree about Dream Master being the only story where the hero
succumbs.  The hero is broken in Rose for Ecclesiastes, as well.

Also:

>  _Today we Choose Faces_

I'd like to disagree with this being left in the "not-so-recommended" list.
It isn't well known - but I thought it was great.  Still, part of
appreciating it is understanding the point.  Read Hamlet and then Othello,
and then go back to this story...

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 22:20:22 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's Works

Amber (9PiA, tGoA, SotU, tHoO, tCoC; ToD, BoA, SoC, KoS...)
Lord of Light
The Dream Master (He Who Shapes)
Creatures of Light and Darkness
Changeling/Madwand
The Changing Land/Dilvish, the Damned
Jack of Shadows
Doorways in the Sand
A Dark Traveling
Coils (w/ Saberhagen)
Today we Choose Faces
To Die in Italbar
Isle of the Dead
Eye of Cat
(complete?)

Stories:
The Doors of His Face, the Lamps of His Mouth, and Other Stories
The Last Defender of Camelot
Unicorn Variations
Frost & Fire
(at least 1 more)

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 22:01:03 GMT
From: eeb1@ellis.uchicago.edu (e elizabeth bartley)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's Works

oracle@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU (Jonah H Cohen) writes:
>As long as we're talking about Zelazny, can anyone fill me in on some of
>his other works? The ones I'm aware of are:
>
>   Amber etc. (first series really good, second one, we'll see)

I'm sure you already know this, but other interested people might not: The
first series consists of _Nine Princes in Amber_, _The Guns of Avalon_,
_Sign of the Unicorn_, _The Hand of Oberon_, and _The Courts of Chaos_.
The second series includes _Trumps of Doom_, _Blood of Amber_, _Sign of
Chaos_, _Knight of Shadows_, and somebody said the next would be _Prince of
Chaos_.  There's also _Roger Zelazny's Visual Guide to Castle Amber_, which
I'd recommend for Amber fanatics only.

>   Wildcards books 1,2 +5 (stories of The Sleeper, very good)
>   Lord of Light (excellent)
>   Creatures of Light and Darkness (haven't read yet)
>   The Graveyard Heart (metza-metza; a sequel by Walter Jon Williams)

   Other novels:
_Doorways in the Sand_ (set on a close Earth-analog)
_Jack of Shadows_ (good but depressing)
_To Die in Italbar_ (haven't read yet)
_My Name is Legion_ (ditto)
_Changling_ and _Madwand_ have the same protagonist; I think the two have
been reprinted together as _Wizard World_ (liked them both)
_Bridge of Ashes_  (it's been so long since I read it that I can't comment)
_The Dream Master_ (ditto)
_Isle of the Dead_ (interesting, rather bizarre)
_A Dark Traveling_ (aimed at teenagers but imo quite good)
_Damnation Alley_ (I don't recommend it)
_This Immortal_ (fairly good)
_Dilvish, the Damned_ (actually a collection of short stories all with the
same protagonist; good)
_The Changing Land (sequel to _Dilvish, the Damned_; also good)
_Roadmarks_ (very good)

   Collections of short stories:
_Unicorn Variations_ (good)
_Frost & Fire_ (good)
_The Last Defender of Camelot_ (haven't read)
_Doors of His Face, the Lamps of His Mouth, and Other Stories_ (dito)
_Four for Tomorrow_ (ditto)

If I've left anything out, somebody please tell me?

E. Elizabeth Bartley
eeb1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 05:17:30 GMT
From: cradov@laurel.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky)
Subject: Re: Valley of the Unicorn

sascmc@unx.sas.COM (Christopher Mark Conn) writes:
>I'm doing this for a friend of a friend who is terminally ill. There is a
>story or a novel that he wants to read called _Valley of the Unicorn_ (or
>something like that) and he wants to read it before he dies. I would
>appreciate any help you folks could give me.

   Not sure if this is what you are looking for, but Fletcher Pratt (of
Incomplete Enchanter fame) wrote a book titled "The Well of the Unicorn".

Good Luck.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 91 17:41:29 GMT
From: wshunn@peruvian.utah.edu (William Shunn)
Subject: Re: Valley of the Unicorn

>I'm doing this for a friend of a friend who is terminally ill. There is a
>story or a novel that he wants to read called _Valley of the Unicorn_ (or
>something like that) and he wants to read it before he dies. I would
>appreciate any help you folks could give me.

Let me take an educated stab in the dark and say that the novel your
friend's friend is looking for is probably UNICORN MOUNTAIN by Michael
Bishop.  The novel was released in paperback a year or more ago as part of
the Bantam Spectra Special Editions series.  Of course, it exists in
hardcover, too, but the paperback is no doubt easier to find and acquire.

The book has a whole host of disparate elements, which are unified by the
strange appearances of unicorns in the mountains of Colorado.  One of the
several major characters is a young man dying of AIDS who has been totally
abandoned by his parents.  Other important players are a divorced rancher
named Libby whose property is the scene of the manifestations, a young Ute
woman named Paisley Coldpony who is trying to exorcise the ghost of her
mother (who committed suicide), and Paisley's father Sam who left his
family when Paisley was young and now works as a hand for Libby.

The book is extraordinarily moving, and is written in Bishop's wry and
inimitable style.  I never questioned any of the very strange paranormal
occurrences in the plot, to Bishop's credit, and he is particularly
effective in conveying the tragedy of the death of a young and very
likeable victim of AIDS.  Bishop conducted extensive interviews of gay men
and AIDS patients before attempting this work, and his efforts really show.
This book transcended my prejudices and moved me very deeply.

Particularly telling was one scene in which the dying man summons the
courage to telephone his mother, who considers him dead already, in the
minutes before he finally succumbs.  I don't normally cry when I read a
book.  The only other time I can recall doing so was reading LOVE IN THE
TIME OF CHOLERA.  Enough said.

This is certainly not a conventional work of fantasy.  UNICORN MOUNTAIN is
very gritty reading, but very involving, and very rewarding.  Mike Bishop
is one of the few writers, IMHO, of speculative fiction who succeeds at
incorporating very literary techniques in service of tales that border on
the realm where the real and the fantastic begin to blur together.  His
characters are always intelligent, witty, and very very human.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!  I hope (I'm actually almost certain) that this is the
book you are looking for, and I hope that it brings some cheer into the
life of your friend's friend.

D. William Shunn
University of Utah

------------------------------
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Date: 7 May 91 12:17:14 GMT
From: GUTEST6@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Kris Van Hees)
Subject: Only for Tolkien experts

I have some questions concerning Tolkien's work:

  What happened to the Valar during LotR?  Did they still remain on
  Valinor?  Were they still involved in what happened in Middle Earth?

  What is known about Southern Mirkwood?  Is it well defined which races
  lived there?

  Do any of you have a lexicon for the Sindarin or Quenyan language?  And
  maybe on file, or something like that?

Kris Van Hees,
GUTEST6 @ cc1.kuleuven.ac.be

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 03:52:06 GMT
From: forbes@sp11.csrd.uiuc.edu (Scott Forbes)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

cscon113@uoft02.utoledo.edu writes:
>GUTEST6@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Kris Van Hees) writes:
>> I have some questions concerning Tolkien's work:
>>   What happened to the Valar during LotR?  Did they still remain on
>>   Valinor?  Were they still involved in what happened in Middle Earth?
>
>I believe, if I'm not mistaken, that the Istari, that is Gandalf, Saruman,
>Radagast, and the two not covered in the novels, are Valar.  

The Istari were numbered among the Maiar, one level below the Valar in
Tolkien's mythology.  After the First Age policy of intervention and the
Second Age policy of noninterference, the Valar in the Third Age made the
Istari their only emissaries in Middle-Earth.

First Age:  Go to Middle-Earth and take the elves back to Valinor
Second Age: Do nothing in Middle-Earth; leave it to the Numenoreans
Third Age:  Send Istari to counsel the residents of Middle-Earth

Source: Probably _Unfinished Tales_, "The Istari", though I don't have any
of the books here with me at college and am quoting from memory.  

Scott Forbes
Center for Supercomputing Research & Development
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
forbes@csrd.uiuc.edu
strustee@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 01:49:05 GMT
From: cscon113@uoft02.utoledo.edu
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

GUTEST6@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Kris Van Hees) writes:
> I have some questions concerning Tolkien's work:
> 
>   What happened to the Valar during LotR?  Did they still remain on
>   Valinor?  Were they still involved in what happened in Middle Earth?
>
>   What is known about Southern Mirkwood?  Is it well defined which races
>   lived there?
>
>   Do any of you have a lexicon for the Sindarin or Quenyan language?
>   And maybe on file, or something like that?

I believe, if I'm not mistaken, that the Istari, that is Gandalf, Saruman,
Radagast, and the two not covered in the novels, are Valar.  According to
The Unfinished Tales, compiled by notes from Chris Tolkien, 5 of them were
sent to Middle Earth in the third age in the form of men.  They did not
age, but only in looks, and they were not allowed to "show themselves in
their full glory, or gain power over elves and men."

And I don't know about the other two questions.  Of course, I've only read
the series and The Silmarillion, and the Tolkien Companion (the atlas too,
but it was stolen)).

Jim Lewallen
cscon113@uoft02.utoledo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 03:31:48 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

Actually, Gandalf the Grey, Saruman the White, Radagast the Brown, and the
two Blue Wizards were *Maiar* (sp?) not Valar.  The Valar were the top 12
or so "archangels", and the Maiar were the lower "angels".  They were sent
to the aid of Middle-Earth in battling Sauron.  They arrived in disguise
partly to remain hidden from Sauron, and partly because Valinor could not
be seen actively aiding Middle-Earth after having forsaking and abandoning
it.  That the Valar sent the Wizards over at all came only out of their
pity, and a relaxing of their decision to never deal with Middle-Earth
again.

Southern Mirkwood contains all the beasties you find in the forest.  Their
are a few human settlements along one part, and at some point during the
Second Age, or the beginning of the Third, there was a settlement of
Hobbits.

Someone did a book on translating the Elven language.  I am not sure if it
was Sindarin or Quenyan dialacts.  From my own attempts at deciphering the
language, the book seemed accurate in its translation.  Sorry I do not
remember the name of the author, but I do remember that the author was
female.

Hope this helps.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 00:41:08 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

killer@vipunen.hut.fi (Kalle Kivimaa) writes:
> Valar remained in Valinor.  They only sent 5 of the Maiar (including the
> most powerful one) to Middle Earth (and even this happened long before
> Hobbit), but deprived them from using their full powers.  This might have
> caused Saruman's hunger for power.

Tolkien makes the reason for this nonintervention quite clear, by the way.

The Elves, early in the First Age, were terrified by the Valar.  (Partly
because of Melkor, to be sure, but also partly because the Valar didn't
hide their power.)  Interference in the lives of Elves led to tragedy and
was, in large part, a failure.  The Valar chose not to repeat this mistake
with Men, particularly since they regarded Men as essentially weaker.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618 
austern@lbl.bitnet
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 06:53:12 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

GUTEST6@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Kris Van Hees) writes:
>  What is known about Southern Mirkwood?  Is it well defined which races
>  lived there?

Mirkwood was Greenwood the Great, not an evil place, until TA 1000.
Presumably the Silvan Elves of Thranduil's realm spent time there.  Also,
Northmen lived on both sides of Greenwood/Mirkwood well into the Third Age
(but not *in* the woods); like everyone else, they retreated when the
Necromancer appeared in Dol Gulder.  (He was absent for 300 years during
the Watchful Peace, after Gandalf's first visit to Dol Gulder, around TA
2000.)

After the War of the Ring Southern Mirkwood was renamed East Lorien, but
the elves of Lorien didn't stay around long enough to settle it.  Probably
the Woodmen (Beornings?) eventually expanded southwards.

>  Do any of you have a lexicon for the Sindarin or Quenyan language?

There are _The Languages of Tolkien's Middle-earth_ by Ruth S. Noel and _An
Introduction to Elvish_ , edited and compiled by Jim Allan and Nina Carson
(of the Mythopoeic Linguistic Fellowship, discussion group of the
Mythopoeic Society).  (I've never seen the latter.)

More authoritative sources are Tolkien's Guide to Names in The Lord of the
Rings, in _A Tolkien Compass_; The Etymologies, in _The Lost Road_ (Vol. V
of The History of Middle-earth); the appendix on linguistic elements in
_The Silmarillion_ ; and the indexes of _The Silmarillion_ and _Unfinished
Tales_ , which contain the derivations of many names.

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 16:36:32 GMT
From: killer@vipunen.hut.fi (Kalle Kivimaa)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara) writes:
>Istari were Vala, that would mean that at least one, Curinir, would have
>been corrupted. I can accept one Morgoth, but a second corrupted Vala? I
>don't think so. I don't think the other "Valar" would have either.  So I
>think the Istari were actuall Maia, who, it has been shown, are more
>susceptible to corruption. Proof of this is Sauron himself.

Actually, even Melkor was not corrupted.  According to Eru in Ainulindale:
"And you Melkor will find all your secret thoughts and will find that they
are only a part of the whole and for its (the whole) glory."  (Excuse the
poor translation, I don't own an English Silmarillion)

So all the evil of Melkor was meant to be.

Kalle Kivimaa
JMT 7A123
468 2041

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 15:04:41 GMT
From: zaphod@vipunen.hut.fi (Seppo J Niemi)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

In the beginning Melko was just a Vala among others; the only thing that
made him different from others was his ambition - he wanted to add some
themes of his own to the Music. Does this make him corrupted, or evil?

If I remember correctly also Aule made something that wasn't part of
Iluvatar's original theme, namely the dwarves. And Yavanna made the Ents,
which was also her (his?) own idea, and not part of Eru's plans.  Why
aren't these considered evil? Why only everything that originates from
Melko's thoughts is corrupted? Is this discrimination?

And further, everything that's evil in Arda seems to rise from ambition;
think of Melko, Feanor and Saruman for example. Ambition in general is the
source of evil. And this is the case in the real (?)  world too.  Think of
Saddam, or Hitler - ambitious leaders. Without ambition the world would
thus be a good and happy place to live (and dull as well).

These were just some random thoughts created by a tired brain in a caffeine
high just before sunrise at 3 am.

In a recent article someone said (I guess it was killer@niksula) that among
the Istari was the most powerful Maia. He was propably referring to Olorin,
who came to Middle-Earth as Gandalf.

Although Olorin was, by some people, considered to be one of the wisest
among Maiar, he certainly wasn't the most powerful. The mightiest Maia was
Eonwe, Manwes servant.

Unfortunately I can't check these out, because my copies of the
Silmarillion and Unfinished Tales are currently 500 km away from me.

By the way: Does anyone know who was Galathea, and what happened to
him/her?

It's time to make some breakfast, have a nice day!

zaphod@niksula.hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 04:23:30 GMT
From: pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Paul S Shannon)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

Melkor tried to add to the Music as a way to further his own (then)
considerable glory.  It was not to beautify the Themes, but to possess
them.  I don't remember what Yavanna did, but Aule made Dwarves as an
addition to the Music, and was repentent when Iluvatar said he was being
naughty.  I don't believe that Melkor was sorry at any point.

So the central sin is pride.  Remember that Tolkien was deeply Christian
(Catholic, actually).  Compare the Silmarilion to the beginning of Milton.

Oh, about it being discrimination: Iluvatar wrote the history, just as you
can argue that God wrote the bible.  The Devil has bad PR. Did you ever
read the Ellison story, "Deathbird"?

My own bit of rambling.

Bye

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 16:17:58 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

zaphod@vipunen.hut.fi (Seppo J Niemi) writes:

>In the beginning Melko was just a Vala among others; the only thing that
>made him different from others was his ambition - he wanted to add some
>themes of his own to the Music. Does this make him corrupted, or evil?

That's an oversimplification.

Before the Ainulindale (the Singing of the Ainur), there were no Valar and
Maiar; there were only Ainur.  Melko(r) was "just an Ainu among Ainur," but
he was first among equals, "he who rises in might."

His rebellion began *before* the Singing.  He "went often into the void,"
seeking "the Flame Imperishable," because he thought that "Eru took no
thought for the Void" and wished to "fill it" with creations of his own
devising.  [He didn't find the Flame, because the Flame was "with Eru."]

Now, this doesn't seem *evil* at first sight but, you must realize that
JRRT was a very traditionalist Catholic, and to him (as to any traditional
Christian) "good" == "doing the will of God," while "evil" == "rebelling
against the will of God."
 
Melkor's original rebellion, in this reading, arose in the form of
*impatience*: he was not willing to wait Eru's time for the filling of the
Void.  This was followed immediately with Pride, the desire to create his
own things outside Eru's will.

Now, the Singing came and was a making.  Eru gave the Ainur a general
outline of the theme (this might translate as "sing me a world"), but let
them fill in the details.  They were, in JRRT's view, given the opportunity
for creation within Eru's scheme.  But Melkor, by now, had gone beyond
that, and would not be satisfied with Eru's theme.  This is that Pride
again.  He started his first counter-theme.

Eru, being much cleverer and more omnipotent than Melkor, added a third
theme which harmonized the first two.  In general, Melkor found that all
his attempts to create separately were merely absorbed into an ever-
greater and more beautiful (if sadder) scheme.  He could not genuinely
create beyond Eru's will because he existed at Eru's will.

After the Singing and the making of Ea (the World that Is), some (not all)
of the Ainur entered the World.  These became the Valar and the Maiar.

Your next question becomes relevant here:

>If I remember correctly also Aule made something that wasn't part of
>Iluvatar's original theme, namely the dwarves. And Yavanna made the Ents,
>which was also her (his?) own idea, and not part of Eru's plans.  Why
>aren't these considered evil? Why only everything that originates from
>Melko's thoughts is corrupted? Is this discrimination?

The Dwarves were made without Eru's will and seem to be permanently tainted
by this; they are, as Eru says, "not the children of My choosing but the
children of My adoption."  They are not actually evil, however, because
Aule repented as soon as he realized he had gone too far; he was about to
destroy the Dwarves.  Only after this repentance did Eru adopt the Dwarves.
It is also worth noting that the case of Aule seems to imply that JRRT
thought a fallen angel could repent and be saved.

The Ents were never tainted in the way the Dwarves were; Yavanna did not
make them without Eru's permission.  Indeed, she did not make them at all.
She petitioned Eru (through Manwe) for a "protector" for her trees and
other creations, and Eru (through Manwe) responded that there would be such
a protector.  This is generally agreed to be the Ents (though this is in
fact never stated explicitly; it might be Bombadil, or Smokey the Bear).
The Ents, then, were created by Eru in the manner of the Elves and Edain,
but at Yavanna's request rather than through his own first intent.

Melkor's creations are not saved because Melkor never repented of his
rebellion (as Aule did).  It is an interesting question, which has been
debated elsewhere, whether a repentant Orc can be "saved," or whether,
created by an unrepentant Power, they even *can* repent.  But there is no
evidence on this anywhere in JRRT, except the simple fact that we are never
shown a repentant Orc or Troll, Balrog, Goblin, Warg, etc.

>And further: Everything that's evil in Arda seems to rise from ambition;
>think of Melko, Feanor and Saruman for example. Ambition in general is the
>source of evil.

The correct word here would not be ambition but pride.  Ambition under the
will of Eru can be perfectly good: consider, for example, the decidedly
ambitious undertakings of the Valar in preparing Middle-earth for the
Children (before the Marring).  Ambition can merely mean the desire to do
great things and to shine: Pride is when you wish to do them, or anything,
for your own aggrandizement and regardless of whether or not it is right to
do them.

>In a recent article someone said (I guess it was killer@niksula) that
>among the Istari was the most powerful Maia. He was propably referring to
>Olorin, who came to Middle-Earth as Gandalf.

More likely Saruman Curunir.  He was more powerful than Gandalf until
Gandalf's death-and-return.

But you are absolutely right.  Eonwe was more powerful than either of them.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 21:31:45 GMT
From: killer@vipunen.hut.fi (Kalle Kivimaa)
Subject: Re: Only for Tolkien experts

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>rebellion (as Aule did).  It is an interesting question, which has been
>debated elsewhere, whether a repentant Orc can be "saved," or whether,
>created by an unrepentant Power, they even *can* repent.  But there is

Aren't Orcs actually evil Elves?  At least the Silmarillion claims so.  So
they should be able to repent.

>>In a recent article someone said (I guess it was killer@niksula) that
>>among the Istari was the most powerful Maia. He was propably referring to
>>Olorin, who came to Middle-Earth as Gandalf.
>
>More likely Saruman Curunir.  He was more powerful than Gandalf until
>Gandalf's death-and-return.

I think I claimed that Olorin = Gandalf is referred to in Silmarillion as
being the wisest.  Whether that is equal to powerfull, I leave to each and
every one's own choosing.

Kalle Kivimaa
JMT 7A123
468 2041

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 04:19:12 GMT
From: melvin@alien.enet.dec.com
Subject: Re: Old TV show request

>  Does anyone remember "Giant Robot and Johnny Socko", or "Ultraman"?
>These were my favorite shows while at the babysitters when I was around 4
>or 5 years old.  Somebody PLEASE tell me they remember them!

Yes, I recall seeing Ultraman (aka Hiyata (sp?)) and the marvelous Science
Patrol.  I used to watch them on a channel out of Philadelphia (ch =17?)
way back in 1972-ish.  I have never seen them on video tape (I was once on
the same same quest as you :-)).  Let me know if you find Ultraman
anywhere.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 00:37:10 GMT
From: cordolf@athena.mit.edu (Richard DeCristofaro)
Subject: Re: Request

   I thought Manimal had some pretty cool effects in it, and I watched the
first few (four, maybe) episodes with some eagerness.  Of course, I also
watched AutoMan when it came out.
   The show seemed to disappear pretty suddenly, but I thought that it
started as a mid-season sort of pilot anyway, so they probably weren't sure
how it was going to do.

Rich DeCristofaro

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 16:53:27 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Request

DANIGR%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
> Does anyone remember the 'Manimal' shortlived tv series in the early
> 80's?

"MANIMAL" was not short-lived enough.  I believe the lead actor's name was
Simon MacCorkindale, but don't quote me.  It was an incredible mish-mosh of
stupid fantasy and recycled plots that would have been too dated to use in
a fifties half-hour drama series.  It's my understanding that the
production company didn't even try to reprocess the few extant episodes
into tv-movie composites, since evaluation showed no market would rent
them.

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 21:35:47 GMT
From: rolee@jarthur.claremont.edu (Profess'nal Agitator)
Subject: Re: QL - "Last Dance Before an Execution" *SPOILERS*

>Last Dance Before An Execution
>May 12, 1971

Here's my main beef with this episode:

Why are we having a gubernatorial campaign this year?  The writers are
generally meticulous to every detail, and they allow this small, but
significant slip-up.  Granted, it could have taken place in the latter part
of 1971, but the implication was that the election was very, very soon, in
which case, not only did they get the year wrong, but the month, too.

A special election in June?  Maybe, but doubtful.

Roderick Lee
Harvey Mudd College
rolee@hmcvax.bitnet
rolee@jarthur.claremont.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 91 22:42:40 GMT
From: hrc!anasaz!qip!joan@asuvax.eas.asu.edu (Joan Dodson)
Subject: Re: QL - "Last Dance Before an Execution" *SPOILERS*

deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown) writes:
> Spoilers ahoy!
> 
> Last Dance Before An Execution
> May 12, 1971
> 
> Air Date: May 1, 1991
> Writer: Teleplay: Deborah Pratt
> 	Story: Bill Bigelow & Donald P. Bellisario & Deborah Pratt

Does anyone know Bill Bigelow?  Sally?

> Director: Michael Watkins

As usual, a great job, Michael!

> Guest Cast: Jenny Gago, Julio Oscar Mechoso, Christopher Allport, James
> Sloyan
> 
> "Just think of someplace far away" is the advice Sam hears as he leaps in
> to

I loved this line.  (As if Sam isn't ALWAYS someplace/sometime "far away!"

> Jesus Ortega, an illiterate young Cuban-American who is being strapped
> into an electric chair.  A last second stay of execution gives Sam just
> 48 hours to try to either prove Jesus innocent or fulfill his mission in
> order to leap out before the Big Switch is pulled.
> 
> What a shocker!  Poor Sam really WAS in the hot seat in this one, wasn't
> he?
> 
> I was convinced that Sam had to uncover evidence that that
> "knuckle-nosed" prosecutor with delusions of governorship had suppressed
> evidence that would have cleared Jesus and Raoul.  I was convinced,
> especially when they said they convicted them in only 6 days.
 
There was so much "hokey" evidence and the whole conviction seemed so
rushed-up, I was convinced that Jesus and Raul had to be innocent. (good
writing, Ms. Pratt, as usual!)  But it was a different and interesting
switch to see that Sam wasn't there to save the character he leapt into.
Isn't that a "first" as far as the host not surviving a leap?
	      
> I am another who was glad to see them use the little-child-sees-Al
> technique to get Al's pleas across to Theresa.  That was very nicely
> done!  Great effects

And great use of continuity.  This is the first time they've referred to
children being able to see Al in a long time.  I really love to see them
being consistent and reminding us of the "rules."

> with the "metal detector", and I enjoyed Al showing Sam how he found the
> bullett (walking into the wall with only his hands sticking out - he's
> having fun with this hologram business, isn't he? :).

And he's soooo good at it!

> Intense. Wild.  (Almost) totally unpredictable.  Hey, we KNEW Sam wasn't
> going to fry in that chair.  I couldn't believe that they pulled the
> switch!!!  I kept waiting for them to start unstrapping him for some
> reason.

I guess pulling the switch bothered some people, but I thought it was
great.  Maybe Sam needed the little "power boost" to get the hell out of
there.  Beautifully executed scene!  (sorry!)

> I thought the casting was perfect as usual on this one.  James Sloyan was
> great as that prosecutor, I could almost smell him from here.
> 
> Can we chalk this one up as Yet Another Quantum Leap Classic?
 
If this one doesn't get Scott an Emmy, there just ain't no justice!  I
thought his acting was fantastic.  He even looked as though he'd stayed up
nights to appear exhausted, red-eyed and strung-out.  (Of course, maybe
with a new baby at home, he didn't have to *try* to look that way.)  But I
thought this was the best job he's done since "Vietnam" and "Black on White
on Fire."  Maybe I just appreciate the serious episodes more than the comic
ones."

Joan Dodson
Choice Hotels International, Inc.
Phoenix, AZ  85032
(602) 953-4425
joan@qip.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 20:51:54 GMT
From: cellar!max@uunet.uu.net (Maxwell Smart)
Subject: Re: QL - "Last Dance Before an Execution" *SPOILERS*

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
> I had one major problem with it: it was too visable a role for sam.  It
> shouldn't be too difficult to find out if someone executed in Florida in
> 1971 gave a "deathbed" confession that acquitted his purported
> accomplice.  *sigh*

Well, my opinion is that you're missing a KEY point of QL.  The person whom
Sam "replaces" HASN'T done the things that Sam does UNTIL he does them.
All that Al and Ziggy have available to them is the information as to how
things will pan out if Sam does nothing from this point on.  That's why Al
often says "Well, Ziggy says that there's an 86% chance that you're here to
help so-and-so" but they never really seem to know for sure until it's all
done.  So there's a little "guesswork" involved.

max@cellar.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 16:59:13 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - Heart of a Champion *SPOILERS*

I liked this a LOT!  If you don't want spoilers, or if you vehemently
disagree, you might not want to read farther:

Heart of a Champion
July 23, 1955

Air Date: May 8, 1991
Written by: Tommy Thompson
Directed by: Joe Napolitano
Guest Cast: Jerry Bossard, Don Hood, Deborah Wakeham, Angela Paton, Rance 
Howard

The heart of a champion belongs to Ronnie, a professional wrestler who will
die if he competes in the title match.  Sam, as his brother and partner
Terry, must convince him of his hidden health problem while dodging his
health problems - the jealous wrestler-husband of a woman who has taken an
amorous interest in him.

Some random comments about the episode:

Good episode!  Very nice indeed.  I am not a fan of pro wrestling and have
little to no interest in its milieu, but this was a good story.  True, it
was another "Sam has to prevent a death" story, but I like the way it was
told and I liked the characters Sam met on this leap.  I doubt this one
will win too many awards but I had a wonderful time watching it.

I won't even mention the red tights. :-)

Sam, finding himself in the middle of a wrestling match saves his neck by
kicking face.  He did a pretty good job of trying to play the part of a
pro- wrestling Bad Guy, snarling and eating that poster with Ronnie.  He
reminded me too much of a puppy at play when he did that. :-)

I very much appreciated the beginning scene in the locker room when
Sherrie, aka "Mrs. Sasquatch" started coming on to Sam.  His retreat into
the locker was priceless, and was just so "Sam"!  His second retreat with
the appearance of Shilo (?), Sherrie's husband was great too.  I loved Al's
reaction when he appeared and saw Shilo breaking the locker door over his
head:

"This is the first time I've seen a vending machine with a head on it!"

You can tell this is a story set during the Cold War, having the wrestling
Bad Guys as "Ivan and Nikolai, the Battling Russkies".  Sam even had to
break up a bar fight between Ronnie and the two nose pickers who were
convinced that the Battling Russkies were real.  When told they were
Americans from Arkansas, they replied "sure, next thing you know, you'll be
telling us wrestling isn't real".  Al's next remark had me on the floor:

"These are the kind of guys that keep those fishing shows on the air".

I loved the fact that there were 2 sort-of related stories going on here.
There was the story of Sam trying to convince Ronnie that he'll die if he
wrestles in the title match, and there was the story about Sam trying to
escape Sherrie and Shilo (?).  I'm not sure who the actor was who played
"Shilo", but I thought he was funny as hell.  I thought he was broadly
played, but not totally one- dimensional.  He was a maniac, but a
vulnerable maniac.  Sherrie's history of setting up guys to be torn apart
by her husband was an interesting addition to the episode I thought and was
the source for most of the laughs I got out of it.

I only had one quibble with the episode though.  The whole time Sam is
there, he has Al and Ziggy trying to dig through Ronnie's medical history
to find any trace of a heart ailment, or ANYTHING that would explain why
Ronnie was going to collapse after the match.  Al found that Ronnie had had
rheumatic fever, which Sam deduces could have damaged Ronnie's heart.
Since Ronnie and their mother refused to listen to Sam's "feelings" that
Ronnie was going to die, he confronted them with the fever.

When Ronnie starts to pooh-pooh it, she starts to take it seriously, saying
the doctor did tell them that he might have problems later on.  She says
that they thought he was going to die, he was so sick.  The mother asks Sam
how he knew, that Ronnie had that fever before Terry was even born.  Sam's
save under the circumstances was a good one ("Frankie told me") but I would
think that would be unnecessary.  I would think that if a family member,
especially a brother had been that sick, it would have been spoken about
and Terry/Sam should have been expected to know about it.

Other than that, I found what was going on to be believable: Ronnie's and
the mother's drive to win that title (even when it wasn't "scripted" for
them to win) because of a promise made to a dead brother (Frankie) and
father, Sherrie's setting up the men she sees to get them to fight over her
with her husband.  Man, that woman must have been bored out of her mind
(such as it was).

The ending was not hard to guess at.  You had to know that the sleeper hold
would have to be used during the match in the climax; you had to know
(hell, they told us) that Sam was going to have to face Shilo in the ring
at the end; it stood to reason that the only way Sam would be able to keep
Ronnie from wrestling was to just not "tag" him in, and so would have to
fight the whole thing alone.  So what, it was fun.  I don't expect or
necessarily want heavy eps like "Last Dance Before an Execution" every
week.  Great as they are, they can be wearying if done too often.

My only regret was that Sam wasn't able to follow through on that kick to
her bottom that he started as he leaped out. :-)

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 91 21:10:08 GMT
From: bsd040@central1.lancaster.ac.uk (Mr A T Hallford)
Subject: Re: The Third Eye

acobley@microcomputer-centre.dundee.ac.uk (Andy Cobley) writes
> Ok, I assume that this series is being shown in America, but looking
> at the titles given:
>    1.  The Haunting of Cassie Palmer (5 episodes)
>    2.  Under the Mountain (7 episodes)
>    3.  Children of the Stones (8 episodes)
>    4.  Into the Labyrinth (6 episodes)
>    5.  The Witches and the Grinnygog (5 episodes)
>
> It looks very much to me that this is a collection of BBC (or ITV)
> children's series that has repackaged for the overseas market.  If this
> is the case then yes they were all filmed in Britain probably in the
> 70's.

All of the above appear to be ITV children's series. The only one I'm sure
about though is _Into the Labyrinth_ which I seem to recall actually ran
for 3 seasons, each of 6 episodes length. I assume that the episodes shown
in _The Third Eye_ were from the first season. The show was made in the
late 70s and early 80s.

Andrew Hallford
University of Lancaster
England
bsd040@lancs.cent1.uk.ac

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 91 01:22:18 GMT
From: toerting@mcs.kent.edu
Subject: B.G.

Has anyone heard of a new script for Battlestar Galactica?  I heard that
there are some directors looking at it or something.  I believe the current
name is "Battlestar Galactica: The 13th Colony".

Have you heard anything about it? If so let me know.

toerting@mcs.kent.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 02:52:22 GMT
From: macs!ejp@ki4pv.compu.com (Eugene Petrone)
Subject: Ghost Movie

Hello: My name is Eugene Petrone. I live in Lake Helen, Florida. It is in
the same county as Daytona Beach. Well I saw this movie on T.V. about four
days ago, and I can't exactly remember what the title was. It was something
like "Haunted", something like that. Anyway, it was (they claim) a true
story. If you saw this movie, and kind of see things the way I do, you'll
know where I'm from. As an analogous aside, if you paint a picture, the
picture only reflects what exists *inside* the frame. The picture does not
represent the wall, the floor, you, etc.  Similarly, the movie was
"painted" in a Catholic framework.  Disclaimer: I am not cutting down
Catholics, o.k.! My dad was Catholic, my mom is Protestant. I take an
eclectic view to all religion in general. Now with that out of the way let
me get back, to the story. How can I be expected to take this movie
seriously, if all the dialogue is set in the rigid religious framework?
Questions come to mind. Are there any ghost movies that reflect Buddhist,
Hindu, Shinto, Zoroastrian, Judaism, Islamic, or Scientific belief systems?
Of course we can by socio/historical method trace this Catholic brand of
ghost stuff back to DANTE, but that's another story. So in the movie the
main supernatural character was a 'deamon' who controled three other
formerly living human entities. Excuse me, by formerly living, I meant in
the way we are now.  The Spiritualist notion is that they are still living.
This movie conformed quite closely to official Catholic doctrine as far as
I understand it. Oh by the way, these entities are not quite fully
explained in Spiritualist doctrine as I understand it.  So this entity, (a
six foot tall spinning shadow), does all the typical stuff, that you would
expect. They use all the Hollywood script devices to make it scare the crap
out of you. You know, not the gross way, but rather the "hey, that could
happen to me" way.  Really... think about it.  Do you really think for one
moment that an entity that has existed for EONS is going to give a damn if
some huddling humans wave a cross, and mumble out hundreds of repititions
of Hail Mary? I mean come on! I can think of a couple of Catholic type's
right now, like OMEN, and EXORCIST. Granted DUNWICH HORROR had a Protestant
"fix-it" guy, or was he, I can't remember. I guess my main gripe about this
movie is, if we, the audience are expected to believe in a real, non-human,
supernatural entity, that has existed long before the human race, would it
not be reasonable to assume that said entity, would have NO CONCERN, or
AFFILIATION with any HUMAN MADE RELIGION?  Lastly, if said entity has
survived for EONS against ALL OPPOSITION, isn't it asking us a tad bit too
much to believe an average Joe and his wife could make it go away?
Thank-You.

Eugene Petrone
547 Sherry Ave.
Lake Helen, Fla. 32744

------------------------------
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	       Miscellaneous - More Evolved Humans (22 msgs)
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Date: 8 May 91 03:29:46 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: More Evolved Humans

   I have read some very good Science Fiction that concerned more evolved
humans. I went looking for more books with that theme, but I had a pretty
hard time of it and ended up just browsing the second hand bookstores
without much success. Does anyone know of some good SF along that line?
   Some of the ones I read were:
      _Odd John_ (Oalf Stapledon)
      _Emergence_ (Dave Palmer)
      _More than Human_ (T. Sturgeon)
           
and I suppose I could include David Brin's work, which always has overtones
of Genetic enhancement if not outright discussion about it:
   _Startide Rising_
   _The Uplift War_
   _Heart of the Comet_ (with G. Benford, I think)

   I guess I could include Herbert's _Dune_, but the humans are probably
more advanced then because of natural processes (and the Spice I suppose).

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 13:28:39 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
> I have read some very good Science Fiction that concerned more evolved
> humans. I went looking for more books with that theme, but I had a pretty
> hard time of it and ended up just browsing the second hand bookstores
> without much success. Does anyone know of some good SF along that line?

Read "BABY IS THREE" by Sturgeon. It proposes an entirely new definition of
"person".  I also have, somewhere, a paperback called CHILDREN OF WONDER,
if I'm remembering correctly, that covered this topic from several angles.

I'll have to look for it, and if it fits the bill, I'll recommend it to
you, complete with editor and date and maybe you can find it in your
library or used book store.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 14:56:50 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

   For genetically-engineered human-derived species, try 'Gameplayers of
Zan', 'Day of the Klesh' and (mumble, I forgot the title), all of which
feature a homonid species called the ler. They're not super-human, but they
are non-human. If my brain hasn't *completely* evaporated, the author is M.
A. Foster.  You might also want to pick up his Morphodite books.

   Varley's Eight Worlds stories feature people whose form is far more
plastic than ours, although not inately so.

   Bruce Sterling has a collection called 'The Crystal Express', which
includes stories about two human cultures, one of whom is into
gene-tinkering. In one story, a shaper is priviledged enough to meet an ET
community of species, all very highly evolved, and becomes part of it. A
must-read for the ubermensch crowd.  His 'Schizmatrix' is also about the
conflicts between the two human cultures, or rather, about the effect that
conflict (among others) has on the life of the protagonist.

   Vonda McIntyre has 'pseudo-sibs' in her book 'Exile Waiting', and a very
good short story on the subject of how 'obsolete' gene-tinkered species
might be treated in her collection 'Fireflood and Other Stories'.

   Note milage may differ. You liked 'Emergence', and I loathed it, so
perhaps our tastes might diverge.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 17:38:46 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

The definitive book on the subject would seem to be Olaf Stapledon's "First
and Last Men".  Classic examples of the 'successor race' variety are
"Slan", by A.E. Van Vogt, and "Mutant", by Kuttner (I think).  In the short
story arena, "The Man who Evolved" and "Devolution" are a good matched set.
Does "X-Men" count?

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 17:24:36 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Two very different suggestions:

The Sime/Gen books, by Lorrah and Lichtenberg (those authors both singly
and in collaboration.) Depicts humanity after a very odd mutation has
spread throughout the species. This almost qualifies under the "Really
alien aliens" thread; the new humans *think* like we do, but they have
an entirely new set of biological drives tacked on. Those dominate their
culture(s) as much as food and sex dominate ours. Well worked out.

_Man After Man_, Dougal Dixon. (This is usually found in the science
section of bookstores, not science fiction.) It's sort of travelogue of a
future history, in which humans wipe out all animal life on Earth, nearly
kill themselves off, and then start gene-editing their descendants to
survive better. Then civilization collapses, and natural selection takes
over. The next 50 million years make interesting changes in us...

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 19:09:00 GMT
From: mpm3@quads.uchicago.edu (matthew patrick moran)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Julian May's books are about a "more evolved" group of humans.  (Note that
this does not necessarily mean that the evolution was a positive thing.)

And of course, Clarke's classic _Childhood's End_.  About the evolution of
said humans.  Another case of evolution not necessarily being such a great
thing.

Matt Moran
mpm3@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 20:04:12 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

One of the best 'evolved human' stories I read was in one of Donald
Woldheim's best SF of the year anthologies.  I believe it was 'best of
1987', but I could be wrong.

It was about an evolved human visiting a world of a less evolved race, that
happened to be at about our level of development.

The humans were very tall with ebony skin, and had a 'high brain' and a
'low brain'.

Can't remember much else, except for the impression the story left, which
was a good impression.

I find the Woldheim anthologies VERY good, and would recommend them to
anyone.

Iain McVey 
iain@ucs.sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 01:55:04 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Also, if you can stand his fairly strong stance on socio-genetic
determinism, for want of a better term, you might try Wolverton's *On My
Way to Paradise* and even *Serpent Catch* (any review of the latter BTW?).

And, for those who want to skirt the issue, Shepard's Life During Wartime,
and Green Eyes.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 04:46:06 GMT
From: dmcanzi@watserv1.waterloo.edu (David Canzi)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Well, how about:

"Galapagos" by Kurt Vonnegut Jr.
   Wherein our descendants gain, primarily, a greatly improved ability to
   swim.

"Null-P" by William Tenn
   Which contains a brilliant speculation on the coevolution of humans and
   dogs.

David Canzi

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 91 13:01:21 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

The theme of the "Homo superior" is a popular one in SF, and reflects a
widespread confusion of "evolution" with "progress," and "progress" with
"more power!" Among other titles dealing with this theme I suggest
Heinlein's "Gulf" (a novelette from the late '40s), Wilmar Shiras' "In
Hiding" (early-50s Astounding, perhaps still available), and the "Baldy"
stories by (I think) Lewis Padgett--also early 50s.

No doubt I could think of other titles if I had more time. Any other
contributions?

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 13:44:07 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Somebody already mentioned Stapledon's "Odd John".  I'll add a rather add
more obscure book of the same vintage:

   Gladiator, by John Wylie (1930)

This is the case of the physical superman - his father develops a serum
that, injected 'in embryo', will give the individual amplified strength and
speed, at least ten times normal (details fade ...), and quasi
invulnerability (e.g. to machine gun bullets - cannon is too much).  The
serum, by the way, is a result of the father's purposeful bioresearch, an
implausible insect essence or something but, let that pass, it's not the
point.

The story is rather tragic: it chronicles the life of a solution looking
for a worthy problem, and failing maybe because the intellect behind it
was still quite normal (as opposed to Stapledon's Odd John).

Wylie seems to have been quite widely read in the U.S., in the second
quarter of this century, including some excursions into public policy, but
appears to have totally faded nowadays.  Most of the books I've found
(including his and Edwin Balmer's When Worlds Collide [1932]) were quite
old printings languishing in used bookshops.  I think the The End of the
Dream (a forerunner of the eco-disaster novels), was given a new printing
some ten years ago.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu
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Date: 9 May 91 14:19:23 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

For those interested in stories about "more evolved" humans.  The book I
spoke about in my earlier post was:

     OUTSIDERS: CHILDREN OF WONDER  edited by William Tenn
         
The copy that I have is a paperback published by Permabooks printed in
1954.

Some of the stories that you might find interesting are:

"The Words of Guru" by C.M. Kornbluth
"Baby Is Three" by Theodore Sturgeon (I'm told this is part of _More Than  
   Human_)
"Small Assassin" by Ray Bradbury
"The Origin of the Species" by Katherine MacLean
"In Hiding" (from _Children of the Atom_) by Wilmar H. Shiras

The others are also interesting but deal with side topics such as horrific
mutants ("Born of a man and a woman", "That only a mother could love").

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 05:22:00 GMT
From: robert@pgd.dialix.oz.au (Rob Masters)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

You could also take a look at several PKD (Dick) short stories, and also
have a squint at "Sold! For a Spaceship" by RC Meredith (?).

Rob Masters
robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 04:37:58 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

   Try _Man and Superman_, by G. B. Shaw (a play), or _Venus + X_ by
Sturgeon, or maybe _Starburst_ by Bester.  John Varley had some interesting
touches in _The Ophiuchi Hotline_, and the old Lensman books (by E.E.
Smith) might fit the bill.
   In a gentler vein, I was quite taken with _Imperial Earth_ by Arthur
Clarke; it's not biological evolution so much as social evolution, but
they're a better breed of folk (IMHO).  One could make a case for
_Norstrilia_ and the other works of Cordwainer Smith (recommended reading,
EVERY ONE).

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 15:14:12 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore) writes:
>   Try _Man and Superman_, by G. B. Shaw (a play)

Don't go running for this expecting Shavian science fiction; there's a
fantasy sequence (Don Juan In Hell) but, that's as close as you get.  The
"Superman" of the title is mainly a reference to creative men (yes, men)
who attempt to escape the procreative imperative.  Actually I'm very
surprised this work was cited as an example of "More Evolved Humans
Fiction."

Rich Holmes
Syracuse U. Physics Dept.
rich@suhep.bitnet 
rich@suhep.phy.syr.edu
rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 18:22:14 GMT
From: mcvey@mpr.ca (Iain McVey)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

I made a vague posting on this subject a few days ago, and have since found
the title and author of the story I referred to.

It is _Dinosaurs_ by Walter John Williams, and can be found in the 1988
best SF anthology by Donald Woldheim.

I re-read it, and still found it very good.

Iain McVey
iain@ucs.sfu.ca 
mcvey@mprgate.mpr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 23:31:05 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes) writes:
>whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore) writes:
>>   Try _Man and Superman_, by G. B. Shaw (a play)
>
>Don't go running for this expecting Shavian science fiction [...]
>Actually I'm very surprised this work was cited as an example of "More
>Evolved Humans Fiction."

   Oops.  I made a thinkographical error.  That should have been _Back to
Methuselah_, a play in five parts by G. B. Shaw.  Yes, there IS actually
Shavian science fiction out there.
   And while the subject has re-arisen, I should point out a similar
treatment (man among more-than-man) was given by Robert Heinlein; the title
being _Beyond This Horizon_ (and THAT one I looked up first...)

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 03:55:27 GMT
From: dlbres10@pc.usl.edu (Fraering Philip)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Of course, there's lots of stuff about this in Poul Anderson's works.

There are the natural time travellers in _There Will Be Time_, the mutation
of the immortals in _The Boat of a Million Years_, the mutations described
in the story "Outpost of Empire" and the just plain not-very-nice features
in "The Sharing of Flesh." Not to mention "Starfog" where the humans
weren't really supermen, but certian adaptations to high radiation levels
cause them to be sterile wrt other "real" humans.

Phil Fraering
dlbres10@pc.usl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 04:06:17 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

   Several people have mentioned "Slan", by A.E. Van Vogt. Van Vogt often
used the evolved or superman theme, in "Slan", "The Silkie", "Supermind",
and to an extent in the "Null-A" trilogy.

   Don't forget Asimov and his Second Foundationers.

   And in the old old pulps (Weird Tales) there was a marvelous story about
an honest-to-god superman (written because John Campbell said it couldn't
be done): "But Without Horns". I believe it has been reprinted in a
collection called "Weird Tales", as the second in a series of Weird Tales
reprints.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 13:14:03 GMT
From: peter@suntan.viewlogic.com (Peter Colby)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

   I recall a story (published by Ace sometime in the early 60's) by George
O. Smith. I recall very little of it except that the protagonist for some
reason became extremely strong rather quickly. A fair chunk of one chapter
was devoted to describing how the guy shredded ties and ripped doorknobs
off trying to accomodate his reactions to his enhanced strength.

   My memory certainly isn't enhanced.

Peter
peter@viewlogic.com 

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 15:50:51 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

peter@suntan.viewlogic.com (Peter Colby) writes:
>I recall a story (published by Ace sometime in the early 60's) by George
>O. Smith. I recall very little of it except that the protagonist for some
>reason became extremely strong rather quickly. A fair chunk of one chapter
>was devoted to describing how the guy shredded ties and ripped doorknobs
>off trying to accomodate his reactions to his enhanced strength.

It seems to me the book you are thinking of is called "Space Plague".  I
posted a blurb about this last week sometime but I can't figure out if I
saved it nor where I put it if I did.

Basically, the transformation begins with a callus on a finger or toe,
advances at the rate of 1/64th of an inch each day until the body becomes
as hard as stone.  Without special treatments, the plague is invariably
fatal as the vital organs turn to stone.

The skin of a survivor of the plague will feel like marble to an
untransformed human, and like normal skin to another transformee.  Besides
superior strength, the transformed also have vastly accelerated reaction
times.  I can't recall details of any further enhancements.

My copy of the book was published by Avon, with a notation that the
previous title was "Highways in Hiding".  I've never seen it under that
title, but it may have been published by Ace that way.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 00:52:52 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

   On a sort of inverted note, James Schmitz has already been mentioned in
connection with his Telzey Amberdon stories; however, he also wrote a very
entertaining story of ordinary humans TRICKING aliens into THINKING they
were dealing with a super-advanced form of humanity. It was called "The
Demon Breed". Previously published as "Tuvela Trouble" and "The Tuvela".

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Card (2 msgs) & Cherryh (2 msgs) & Hugh Cook &
                  Coulson & Dixon (2 msgs) & Drake (4 msgs) &
                  Farmer (2 msgs) & Gibson (2 msgs) & 
                  Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 15:37:40 GMT
From: geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks)
Subject: Re: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

harold@wam.umd.edu (James B. Harold) writes:
>  That's what I've been told.  I don't know if he's active or not.

He is active.

>In fact, my Mormon friends tell me that certain scenes from the Alvin
>books come from the Book of Mormon.

Not quite.  Alvin Maker is the Joseph Smith (founder of the Mormon Church)
of Card's parallel world.  A lot of the things that happen to Maker are
based on things that happened to Smith.  The stuff about the Indians in Red
Prophet is also based on Smith's prophecies in part.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 03:31:40 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: OSC's _Speaker for the Dead_

geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks) writes:
>harold@wam.umd.edu (James B. Harold) writes:
>>In fact, my Mormon friends tell me that certain scenes from the >Alvin
>books come from the Book of Mormon.
>
>Not quite.  Alvin Maker is the Joseph Smith (founder of the Mormon Church)
>of Card's parallel world.  A lot of the things that happen to Maker are
>based on things that happened to Smith.  The stuff about the Indians in
>Red Prophet is also based on Smith's prophecies in part.

I've heard a case made (hallway conversation at a con) that Alvin is not
Joseph Smith, but rather Smith's older brother.  The next son down (forget
his name) will be Smith.  There exists at least one version of Mormon
"history" (in quotes because the Mormon church has a real funny idea about
what history is) which claimed that Joseph actually stole the golden
tablets from his older brother, who was the true prophet.  I make no claims
about the validity of any version.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 19:23:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Cyteen again

Dani Zweig writes:

>1. The killer.  There's no being sure, but I'd say it really was an
>accident.

I agree overall, but I do not think that AEI's last entry clears Jordan
except on a superficial level: he could have left, then come back 2 minutes
later, having made up his mind.  Still, it is also my opinion that an
accident is the most probable cause.

>2. What makes creative genius?  The answer appears to be a combination
[...]
>more benign atmosphere in which she grew up produced a kinder and gentler
>AE II, but one just as capable.

The key to AEII I think is that the environment she grew up in was more
"civilized" but in its way, more subtly dangerous as AEI's overt disastrous
childhood: the dangers that surrounded AEII started in essence much
earlier, which is why her reaction was to develop more subtle techniques.
Notice AEII is better than her predecessor at 'manipulation' and certainly
she manages to get things done her way from a very early age.  Whereas AEI
had to live up to her mother, AEII has to live up to AEI's much greater
reputation, so I'd say AEII is a "better" model than AEI was, just as
Justin is a "better" model than Jordan (better in terms of their respective
customization from the original: i.e., the customization worked).

>3. If Giraud isn't a special, he's at least close to being one.  The

Yes, it seems that he was involved in the type of operation last seen in
_Downbelow Station_: the time frame is perfect for it.

>4. There is an irony in AE I's insistence upon the eventual phasing out of
>Azis.  As we've seen from other books set in Cherryh's universe,

I am afraid I do not follow you: which books are we sure take place a long
time from _Cyteen_ period?  The Morgaine books, in which no reference to
Azis are made, and _Serpent's Reach_'s end, in which we are told explicitly
that Azis do not exist anymore (as such).

>5. The example psych sets AE II brings Justin to critique are clearly

Yes, and having disliked _40,000 in Gehenna_, I was happy to see that
reading justified a posteriori by the numerous references in _Cyteen_.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 03:27:55 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re:  Cyteen again

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET:
>>4. There is an irony in AE I's insistence upon the eventual phasing out
>>of Azis.  As we've seen from other books set in Cherryh's universe...
>
>I am afraid I do not follow you: which books are we sure take place a long
>time from _Cyteen_ period?  The Morgaine books, in which no reference to
>Azis are made, and _Serpent's Reach_'s end, in which we are told
>explicitly that Azis do not exist anymore (as such).

No, we are not.  At the beginning of SR, Azi are a major item of trade
between Union and Serpent's Reach, and have been for at least two
centuries.  At the end, contact is resumed after a hiatus of about half a
century, and the hives are interested in acquiring Azi.  We are not given
to believe that this will be a problem.

Any idea when Port Eternity takes place?

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 16:45:55 GMT
From: robert@pgd.dialix.oz.au (Rob Masters)
Subject: Hugh Cook

I have been re-reading my current (and incomplete) collection (1 short) of
the series "The Chronicles of an Age of Darkness" by Hugh Cook, also known
(in the local circles) as "The W and the W" books, and I was wondering if
he has written anything else? Novels? Short stories? Poetry??

Any ideas, recommendations, views on the W&W's, etc.?

Rob Masters
robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 04:53:35 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Juanita Coulson's books

   I've been reading Juanita Coulson's books recently, after enjoying the
Children of the Stars series. I bought _The Death God's Citadel_ and
started to read it, then decided that it must be a sequel to another book.
The inside cover mentioned only one other book, _Web of Wizardry_, which I
bought, and just finished reading. So, I picked up _The Death God's
Citadel_ again, and it still looks like the sequel to something I haven't
read. Can anybody tell me if there is an earlier book which sets the scene
for this one? It seems to drop in with an unusually advanced plot line.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 18:48:08 GMT
From: barring@lastresort.cs.umass.edu (Dave Barrington)
Subject: Dixon's "After Man"

A recent posting mentioned this book but has some incorrect information
about it.  It's a survey of the large animal life on Earth some 50 million
years from now, after some unexplained event has eliminated humanity and
all other large animals then existing.  The animals pictured have evolved
from things like rabbits and rats, according to currently understood
principles.  The art is great, and one can learn some evolutionary biology.

The unexplained event could be either a holocaust or a "singularity" like
that in Vinge's "Marooned in Real-Time".  Interestingly, some of the latter
book occurs 

(possible SPOILER)

50 million years from now, after nearly all humans have vanished, and the
resulting world bears some resemblance to Dixon's.  It could be borrowed,
or both could have been working with the same facts to start with.

David Mix Barrington
COINS, UMass, Amherst MA

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 21:17:06 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Dixon's "After Man" and "Man After Man"

Dave Barrington@lastreso writes:
> A recent posting mentioned this book but has some incorrect information
> about it.

Dougal Dixon has published three "evolution fiction" books, all in much the
same format. They are:

_After Man_ (from Dave Barrington's post)
>  It's a survey of the large animal life on Earth some 50 million years
> from now, after some unexplained event has eliminated humanity and all
> other large animals then existing.  The animals pictured have evolved
> from things like rabbits and rats, according to currently understood
> principles.   

_Man After Man_ (from my earlier post:)
> It's sort of travelogue of a future history, in which humans wipe out all
> animal life on Earth, nearly kill themselves off, and then start
> gene-editing their descendants to survive better. Then civilization
> collapses, and natural selection takes over. The next 50 million years
> make interesting changes in us.

_The New Dinosaurs_ 
> Assumes that the dinosaurs didn't become extinct; whatever catastrophe or
> change wiped them out, didn't occur. The book describes the life forms of
> the "present day" in that alternate timeline.

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 05:07:00 GMT
From: telly!masnet!rose!larry.hadley@zoo.toronto.edu (LARRY HADLEY)
Subject: David Drake

HAMMER'S SLAMMERS!! Also, Northworld and its sequel was good - especially
if you're into Norse mythology. Other good novels not related to the
"Hammer's Slammers" series are _Forlorn_Hope_ and _The_General_
(co-authored with Stirling)

Enjoy. I can't recommend his writing enough.

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 17:53:03 GMT
From: steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)
Subject: Re: David Drake

larry.hadley@rose.uucp (LARRY HADLEY) writes:
[...]
> HAMMER'S SLAMMERS!! Also, Northworld and its sequel was good - especially
> if you're into Norse mythology.

I'm into Norse mythology, and I did *not* particularily like Northworld.
Then again there may be a difference how a squarehead (=me ;-) looks at
Norse mythology, and how an American looks at it. I think "The Mighty Thor"
comic strip (from Marvel) is completely idiotic. Now the Danish comic
series "Valhalla" - there's a "Thor" I can relate to.

I rather liked the Hammer's Slammers series, though.

Steinar

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 06:02:52 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: David Drake/Liberty Port

Attached to David Drake's new Slammers book (THE WARRIOR) is a novelette
called LIBERTY PORT. I *know* I've read it before, although Baen claims
everything in the book is new. Anyone happen to remember where this thing
has been published before? (Hmm. Now that I think about it, probably New
Destinies, but I'd like confirmation).

By the way, THE WARRIOR is typical Hammer's Slammers. If you like the
stuff, you'll really like this one, too. If you don't, it'll drive you
crazy. I enjoy it, especially to relax after a really dense book - mind
candy has its uses...

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 06:21:44 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: David Drake/Liberty Port

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>Attached to David Drake's new Slammers book (THE WARRIOR) is a novelette
>called LIBERTY PORT. I *know* I've read it before, although Baen claims
>everything in the book is new. Anyone happen to remember where this thing
>has been published before? (Hmm. Now that I think about it, probably New
>Destinies, but I'd like confirmation).

It was in Mitchell's "Free Lancers" anthology.

In fact, this makes a clean sweep: All three of the stories (West, Liberty
Port, Borders of Infinity) have been reprinted in single-author
collections. :-(

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 17:57:51 GMT
From: whitefox@eng.umd.edu (M.S. Pope)
Subject: Dayworld (Philip Jose Farmer)

   I just finished reading the last book in the Dayworld trilogy, DAYWORLD
BREAKUP, by Philip Jose Farmer, and published by Tor Books.  IMHO, I found
this to be a very fine finish to what I believe to be one of the better sf
series being published.  He's definitely left enough room to do a sequel to
this series if he so chooses (God, I hope he does!).  However, other than
this series and the Riverworld series (I'm starting the first book right
now), I have not read his other published works.  Are his other books any
good?
   Also, I was wondering what other people thought of the Dayworld series
in general.  Are there others who enjoyed this series as much as I?  Please
respond to me by mail or post if you want to discuss Farmer's works.

Mark S. Pope
U. of Md
College Park

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 22:04:24 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: Re: Dayworld (Philip Jose Farmer)

The first book was good.  The second book seemed to wander too much - it
felt like Farmer had lost his focus.  The third book seemed to rush to a
conclusion.

Overall, the series was ok.  It was a very interesting idea, but it could
have been handled better.

Seth
sk2f@andrew.cmu.edu
tmSatCMU@DRYCAS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 04:30:46 GMT
From: vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew)
Subject: The origin of Wintermute?

Does anyone out there know the origin of the name Wintermute which William
Gibson gave to the AI in Neuromancer?

The reason I ask is that last night I was reading "The Alchemical Marriage
of Alistair Crompton" (at least I think that's the title) by Robert
Sheckley and there is an extremely minor character in there called Mr.
Wintermute.

I don't think Gibson was referring to Sheckley (if so, why use such an
obscure character?) so were they both referring to an earlier work or is
this just a coincidence?

Peter Vamplew
vamplew@cs.utas.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 02:16:43 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: The origin of Wintermute?

>>Does anyone out there know the origin of the name Wintermute which
>>William Gibson gave to the AI in Neuromancer?

Wintermute, one of the two AIs owned by Tessier-Ashpool, is run on a
computer based in Switzerland.  Which might explain the first half of its
name.

The second part of its name may be a reference to its inability to speak or
"know" its true name...???  Which might be stretching it.

Or Gibson could have just ripped off the name from Sheckley like you said.
He's been known to do that. You might check the copyright date to see which
came first. _Neuromancer_ copyright 1983 written sometime in '83.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 02:16:31 GMT
From: chisnall@cosc.canterbury.ac.nz (cantva)
Subject: Re: Looking for books....

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin):
>    The plot involved a small ship travelling to a star called Topaz. I
> believe it was a mining expedition; Topaz had no habitable planets, but
> did have a rich asteroid belt. The crew was two (one? three?) men, a
> woman (psionic?), and the woman's pet/friend, an odd creature named Buzz
> that ate toothpaste and lubricant oil.
>
>    At Topaz, they encountered a race of Nasty Bug-Eyed Monsters living in
> free space among the asteroids - critters with globular bodies, one eye,
> and six (eight?) tentacles. After some fighting, hiding, and sneaking
> around in spacesuits, each species realizes that the other isn't a Nasty
> Bug-Eyed Race after all (I think a human saves a critter's life), and a
> happy ending ensues.

This is "Trapped In Space" by Jack Williamson.

Michael Chisnall
chisnall@cosc.canterbury.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 09:32:00 GMT
From: POPX@vax.oxford.ac.uk (Jocelyn Paine)
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #161

richb@sunaus.oz (Rich Burridge) writes:
> The plot goes something like this:
> Group of people land on a planet, discover there is a large tunnel and
> various holes running through everything (hills, buildings etc.).
> Inhabitants of the planet, step over an imaginary object at certain
> places.
>
> Anyway, the cause of all this is a *very* low fast circling moon of the
> planet, impossibly orbitting about three feet above sea-level.

Stan Brown (browns@iccgcc.decnet.ab.com) replied:
> sounds like 'Hole Around Mars' or 'Holes Around Mars.'  I can't remember
> the author, but I'm almost ertain it was written before 1970; probably
> before 1960.

The author was Jerome Bixby, probably best known for the more-frequently
anthologised story 'It's a GOOD life', about a baby born with almost
unbounded psychic powers who (amongst many other actions) teleports that
chunk of Earth on which his home town stands into a void, rendering
everything from the weather to the kinds of music allowed dependent on his
frequently malicious whims.

'The holes around Mars' was reprinted in one of Asimov's collections. I
can't find this anymore - it's probably out of print but, it was a
collection intended to awaken readers to science by presenting them with
suitably chosen short stories. Each story was accompanied by a commentary
on the science involved.

*** SPOILER WARNING ***

The holes turn out to be caused by a dwarf body, possibly (I can't remember
exactly) a dwarf asteroid made of compressed matter. This was captured by
Mars' gravitational field, and was moving so fast that it just punched
through everything in its orbit. Having cleared a free path for itself, it
kept going, never slowing down.  Asimov comments on the several physical
impossibilities involved.  The story ends with an appalling pun, whereby
the moon gains the name 'Bottomos' by analogy with Deimos and Phobos.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Donaldson & Hand & Hawk (4 msgs) &
                        Kay (4 msgs) & McIntyre (2 msgs) &
                        Saberhagen (2 msgs) & Shatner (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 13:11:37 GMT
From: grweiss@lit.princeton.edu (Gregory R Weiss)
Subject: Ultima V and Donaldson

  Has anyone else noticed the extreme similarity between ceratin aspects of
Ultima V and certain aspects of both of Stephen R. Donaldson's
_Chronicles_of_ _Thomas_Covenant_ series ?  I'm tempted to think Richard
Garriot (author of the Ultima series) had at least read Donaldson's novels
before working on Ultima V.

  In both, the virtuous law of the land is corrupted by an evil being who
takes over the kingdom by insinuating himself in the king's council
(Foul:Kevin Landwaster::Blackthorn:Lord British)
  The features of the Ravers and the Shadowlords are remarkably similar;
both possess their victims, are practically invulnerable, and are loyal to
their evil master (Foul/Blackthorn)
  Doesn't the green "Gem of Mondain"(?) that is split into three shards
scattered throughout the land remind you of the green "Illearth stone" that
is split into many shards throughout the land?
  several smaller similarities which I can't remember.  Does anyone else
see any other similarities?

I'm not saying that Blackthorn is exactly the same as Foul, but while
playing Ultima V, I was especially struck by similarities #2 and #3.  Did
anyone else notice this, or does anyone notice it now that I mention it?

Greg
grweiss@phoenix.Princeton.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 05:00:18 GMT
From: mito@watnxt3.ucr.edu (Jee Hoon Lee)
Subject: Re: Hand's WINTERLONG

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>Hoffman.El_Segundo@XEROX.COM writes:
>> What can anyone tell me about _Winterlong_ by Elizabeth Hand?  Worth
>> buying? 
>I was disappointed with WINTERLONG.  The book is a complex mix of
>characters, mysteries, mysticism, and violence, written with a somewhat
>poetic style.  I suspect this is what the blurbs are raving about.  But it
>just didn't tie together well.  Too much of the book seemed pointless, in
>the end.

  I agree; Hands prose and technique is well developed, but I got the
impression that the first segement of the book, when Wendy (one of the
central characters) is at the laboratory, was originally a self-contained
novella which Hand decided to expand upon (in fact, I read that story in an
anthology under the title "The Boy in the Tree" - if I remember correctly).
With that in mind, I received the impression that the remainder of her
novel was essentially arbitrary.  Hand explains at the end that her
intention was to create a story based on imagistic and surreal
sensibilities; in my opinion, she pulls off the imagery, but fails
thematically.  A major problem was that the original novella was a tightly
constructed story with almost cyberpunk aesthetics, and the rest of the
novel didn't succesfully connect up with it.
  
Jee Hoon Lee
mito@watnxt2.ucr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 23:44:00 GMT
From: IB2OZOOW@miamiu.bitnet
Subject: Timewars

Has anyone read the Time wars series by Simon Hawk? any opinions.
 
Best.

Ian

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 16:14:59 GMT
From: nrl-cmf!ghost@ames.arc.nasa.gov (Glenn Host)
Subject: Re: Timewars

IB2OZOOW@MIAMIU.BITNET writes:
>Has anyone read the Time wars series by Simon Hawk? any opinions.

Yes I have and I think it is great!

In case you are not familiar with the series it is about a time-travel
force stoping interference from other Time Travelers.  Each book is set in
a real period (such as the Wars of Afganistan and Pakistan in the late
1800's) or in a classical fictional period.

Simon Hawk deals very well with the potential for disruption by Time Travel
and its consequences.  But it is very tough to describe it without
spoilers.

Glenn Host
NRL Code 5800
4555 Overlook Ave.
Washington, DC 20375
(202) 767-2046
ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 17:42:26 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Timewars

IB2OZOOW@MIAMIU.BITNET writes:
>Has anyone read the Time wars series by Simon Hawk? any opinions.

Great series!  I own all 11.  I have been getting them since the series
started back in 84 or so.  The series is backed up by an unusually well
thought out "scientific" background.

So, do any of the rest of the loyal followers think Lucas and Andre will
get together in the next book?

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 15:38:26 GMT
From: crpmks!billb@philabs.philips.com (Bill Bochnik )
Subject: Re: Timewars

plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown) writes:
>IB2OZOOW@MIAMIU.BITNET writes:
>>Has anyone read the Time wars series by Simon Hawk? any opinions.
>
>So, do any of the rest of the loyal followers think Lucas and Andre will
>get together in the next book?

If they don't, they should.  I'm glad to see others involved in this
series.  It is one of my favorites.  I've been reading about it from the
start, and only missed one (Liliput).  I saw it in the store but neglected
to buy it.  I regreted it later, as I couldn't find it.  Sooner or later
I'll want to order it.

So, you guys want to start up a discussion about these books?  I'm game if
you are.  Several of my friends from school and I used to talk for hours
about them.

Bill Bochnik
Ciba-Geigy Corporation
Hawthorne, New York	
914-785-2255		
philabs!crpmks!billb	
billb%crpmks@uunet.UU.NET

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 09:34:09 GMT
From: pete_gardner@icecave.wimsey.bc.ca (Pete Gardner)
Subject: The Fionavar Tapestry

Has anyone apart from myself been fortunate enough to read this series?  It
is composed of three books: "The Summer Tree", "The Wandering Fire", and
"The Darkest Road".  IMHO, this is some of the best fantasy written since
Lord of the Rings. Truly epic in scope, it sweeps the reader along with a
force and intensity that is truly rare in F/SF these days.

The author's name is Guy Gavriel Kay.  He is Canadian, and chose to publish
his works through a Canadian publisher, rather than a more
widely-distributed American one.  For this reason, I would not expect as
many people across the continent to have heard of it.  (Perhaps I am
wrong?) I would even go as far as to say (shudder) that the Fionavar
Tapestry surpasses The Lord of the Rings in some respects, like writing
quality and depth of emotion.

Has anyone else read these and would care to offer their opinion?

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 16:59:33 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: The Fionavar Tapestry

pete_gardner@icecave.wimsey.bc.ca (Pete Gardner) writes:
>The author's name is Guy Gavriel Kay.  He is Canadian, and chose to
>publish his works through a Canadian publisher, rather than a more
>widely-distributed American one.  For this reason, I would not expect as
>many people across the continent to have heard of it.  (Perhaps I am
>wrong?)

Not quite right. There were separate American and Canadian editions. All
three books were published in Hardcover in the U.S. The first two were also
published in paperback, but Kay and Berkley couldn't come to agreement on
the contract for the third. They're now out of print and the rights have
reverted by to Kay, so they're effectively impossible to find until they're
re-issued.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 19:16:38 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: The Fionavar Tapestry

The Fionavar Tapestry was published by McLelland and Stewart (I think), but
his latest book, Tigana is published by Penguin (by way of Roc).

While the Tapestry is a good series, I would not go so far as to say that
it surpasses Tolkien in 'writing quality', nor in 'depth of emotion'.
There are some glaring problems with the Tapestry, especially in the first
book.

Kay's writing and plotting picks up quite well in the second and third, but
he still has a problem writing dialogue that doesn't sound hokey, and the
emotional logic of some of his characters is shaky at times - I am thinking
of Paul in the first book especially.

It is a very good series and I would also highly recommend it - but I don't
think that even comes close to touching Tolkien. The only ones that I would
put near that level in the last sixty years are:
   Le Guin
   Peake
   Crowley

This is all my opinion of course, and so means very little indeed.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 20:11:37 GMT
From: paone@aramis.rutgers.edu (Phil Paone)
Subject: Re: The Fionavar Tapestry

I too have read it.  Its been a few years, but I thought it was very well
done.  It did have a Tolkien feel.  I think this was due to the general
serious and grim way the story was told.

I did have touble getting the last book.  I bought the first two in paper
back from Waldons. Then I found out that some problem with the publisher
would prevent the thrid book from being released.  Also, I couldn't find
the last book in hardcover.  I ended up buying the entire trilogy in hard
cover just for the last book.  I was disappointed.

Phil Paone
attmail!ppaone
!rutgers.edu!aramis.edu!ppaone
paone@aramis.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 16:45:30 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet
Subject: Vonda McIntyre (was: Subterranean Societies)

MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:
[deleted..]
>Second is a book by Vonda McIntyre, might be _The Exile Waiting_ where
>there is a domed city, with underground tunnels inhabited by the mutated
>and a few others.  I guess if you have tunnels natural or otherwise, you
>always have the long dark passage through them, fraught with danger etc.

   I read this book 4 or 5 years ago, after having read several other of
her books (Star Trek II, Star Trek III, Star Trek: The Entropy Effect [my
favorite time travel story BTW]).  I was stunned by the "roughness" of the
writing.  I thought the story was good, and I really enjoyed reading it.
But, after reading some of her later books I was quite suprised at how
unpolished the writing was.  I'd like to know if this was her first
published novel?  If it wasn't, then what was?  Is that book even rougher?
Eh, Vonda?

   I also noticed that she stole something from herself in a later Star
Trek book (don't remember which one).  She explained where Mr. Sulu got his
first name from (Hikaru sp?).  She had used this same story to explain the
name of a character in _The Exile Waiting_ (or is it Awaiting?).

David R. Sanderson
Marriott Library, University of Utah
BITNET: DSS1@UTAHLIB
Internet: DSS1@LIB.UTAH.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 18:26:10 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Vonda McIntyre (was: Subterranean Societies)

DSS1@utahlib.BITNET writes:
>   I read this book 4 or 5 years ago, after having read several other of
>her books (Star Trek II, Star Trek III, Star Trek: The Entropy Effect [my
>favorite time travel story BTW]).  I was stunned by the "roughness" of the
>writing.  I thought the story was good, and I really enjoyed reading it.
>But, after reading some of her later books I was quite suprised at how
>unpolished the writing was.  I'd like to know if this was her first
>published novel?  If it wasn't, then what was?  Is that book even rougher?
>Eh, Vonda?

I believe this was indeed her first published novel.  As to "roughness," I
can't judge because I haven't read it yet; I certainly haven't found
anything "rough" about the books of hers that I've read.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 01:18:25 GMT
From: iho@akbar.cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: "Mindsword's Story" spoiler comments

I finished the _6th_Book_of_Lost_Swords_ a couple of days ago.  Now that
I'm over the shock from the sudden ending, I'd like to make a few comments.

SPOILERS!

I think Saberhagen robbed us of a chapter.  There should have been a
chapter that answered at least one question about the Mindsword.  Does the
effect wear off when the wielder (the wielder at the time of the
enchantment) dies?  That would have been fairly easy to answer.  In fact,
he could have just added another paragraph.

After Karel got Kristin out of the farm house, when Karel was holding
Sightblinder, he sees something "more clearly".  He's about to tell Mark
something but changes his mind.  Kristin tells Mark that the Mindsword
didn't change how she felt about Mark.  There is evidence, when she's
riding before Murat gets there with the Mindsword, that she's fed up with
Mark.  I wanted to see if she really wanted to give Mark the boot.  This
may have been what Karel saw with Sightblinder.  Comments?

I can't believe I was agonizing about the one romance angle in this book.
I think it must have been an aftereffect of having just finished a Piers
Anthony book the same day.

I think it's real interesting Kristin saw a messenger with a message of
Mark's demise when he was holding Sightblinder.  Is this what she feared or
what she wanted?

Vilkata shook off the effects of the Mindsword on the third day of
nonexposure.  Kristin was still only having moments of doubt on the fourth
day.  Ben was similar after many more days than either.  Is Saberhagen
trying to tell us that Kristin and Ben have weak wills?  Or is it that
Vilkata is unusually strong-willed?  Remember that many of the soldiers
started deserting from Murat 2 or 3 days after the exposure.  Maybe with
Kristin it was the prolonged exposure.

There is a current discussion on the net as to when Akbar found
Shieldbreaker.  I think he had the whole time.  Why would he seek out
Vilkata, unless it was to seek revenge.  With Shieldbreaker he had a way of
getting revenge.

I'm fairly sure Akbar was lying when he said his life was in Sightblinder.
He wouldn't volunteer the information.

I fully expected Murat to start using Akbar as a concubine from the way
Akbar's female form was looking better each day to him.  I guess it was a
red herring.  Maybe that was another aftereffect from Piers Anthony.

Will Kristin survive?... Will Kristin return Mark's love?... Will Mark call
it quits with the emperor?... Will Ben ever get his memory back?...  Will
they find Woundhealer so Mark and Kristin can consumate their love
(assuming it still exists) once again?... Tune in next time as our
adventure continues.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 01:26:56 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: "Mindsword's Story" spoiler comments

SPOILERS

One more comment:

Murat's megalomania (it's a fairly accurate description for what he
exhibited): was it a side-effect of the sword's power?  Or was it an
indication of that tendency in his psyche?  Maybe it's just a human failing
that anyone in his position would suffer.  What do you think?  I don't
think we'll ever know for sure.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 01:07:54 GMT
From: sac@lamar.colostate.edu (Sheila Como)
Subject: RE: Tekwar by William Shatner?

I had to read it.  It's the same sort of thing as having to sit in on a
Shatner fanclub meeting at a convention.  I just wondered what it could be
like.  The idea was so appalling that I had to learn why it was possible.

I was very suprised.  The book wasn't that bad.  I would call it a modest
detective story loosely disguised as science fiction, but it wasn't
terrible to read.

Does anybody REALLY know if Shatner wrote it?  I've very mixed feelings on
the subject of Tekwar's authorship.  I mean, if Shatner can write a book,
then so can I.  On the other hand, I'm not sure I want him to join the
exalted ranks of published writers.  And if he did write it, what does that
say about the state of the publishing industry? :-) :-) :-)

Sheila
sac@lamar.ColoState.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 19:34:13 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: TekLords (Shatner strikes again)

Since there's been a recent discussion of Shatner's Tekwar, be aware that
the sequel, Teklords, just came out in hardcover from Putnam.

Consumer alert: this book makes TekWar look like a classic. It's absolutely
horrible, and I could only force my way through the first 24 pages (I
normally give ANY book I start 50. I'm masochistic, but not suicidal).

I thought TekWar was okay, but not worth all the hype. This is a horrible
waste of paper. Avoid.

(I *do* find it notable that, unlike Tekwar, no galleys were sent of this
book to reviewers (or, at best, very limited numbers). Putnam seems to have
known what the reaction to the book would be and tried to limit early
access.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Miscellaneous - Transformation Stories (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 22:54:15 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky) writes:
>I need to find some stories that deal with the physical transformation of
>their characters, for a fantasy project I'm working on.

Try almost anything by Jack Chalker. His "Changewinds" series, the "Dancing
Gods" series, his "Well of Souls" series, his "Rings of the Master"
series... everything Chalker writes deals with the physical transformation
of at least one, and sometimes ALL, of his protagonists. In fact, even his
"Demons at Rainbow Bridge" has one character that gets changed, so I guess
so far he's batting a thousand in the Transformation Sweepstakes. (He
cheats, though, in Rings of the Master; there's no earthly reason the
changes should be irreversible except he doesn't want the characters to be
able to get away with it scott-free.)

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 21:15:50 GMT
From: cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

   I am posting this in the hopes that someone out there will be able to
fill in the blanks.  Here's a real rough list:

   _The EarthSea Trilogy_ (plus one) by Ursula K. Le Guin (the
      second favorite series of my youth.)

   _The ShapeChangers_ series by Jennifer Robeson.

   _The Riddle-Master of Hed_ series by Patricia McKillip (the
      favorite series of my youth.)

   _The Once and Future King_ and _The Book of Myrlin_(sp?) by T. H. White

   _WolfMoon_ by Charles de Lint, lycanthropy; not bad to good yarn.
      Several other stories by de Lint have incidental morphisms.

   Several of the books and stories by Nancy Springer.

   There are two anthologies edited by Orson Scott Card titled:
         Dragons of Light
         Dragons of Darkness
      These both, if I remember right, have stories of transformation.

   Piers Anthony has one/several (?) stories involving a consciousness
      transference, allowing beings to enter the bodies of aliens (a bit of
      a streach for transformation.)

   _Merlin's Godson_ and _Merlin's Ring_, author forgotten.  Has a woman,
      the last survivor of Atlantis, who is able to transfer her
      conscousness from one body to the next.  At one part she speaks to
      Joan of Arc.

   There is a relatively classic short story of a space-wrecked man
      transformed into an alien by an alien city, allowing him to survive.
      The author and title are long forgotten, but the final scene has the
      hero smoothing his whiskers and having a tail.  Anyone with more on
      this one, please jump in.

Good Luck.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 23:30:17 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

One of the archetypal works on this subject: _Metamorphoses_ by Ovid.

Jim Kasprzak
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Resent-From: sfl-request@rutgers.edu
Date: 8 May 91 23:40:25 GMT
From: TEF102@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

Try Jack L. Chalker books also. As I remember, almost all of his books deal
with the main characters being turned into something else.  Particularly
the Midnight at the Well of Souls Series, and the Soulrider series of
books.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 01:56:06 GMT
From: NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu (Gavroche)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

Silverlock, by John Myers Myers has a character that is turned into an ass
by an evil prince who wants the hand of the character's lover in marriage.

Terry Brooks's Magic Kingdom series has a person magically turned into a
dog.  Poor Abernathy.

Janet Asimov (yeah, his wife) wrote Mind Transfer which really isn't a
"transformation" as the minds are transferred from one body to another, the
body doesn't change into the other.  But it's good.

Piers Anthony's Cluster series deals with the transportation of a person's
"mind and soul?" into other bodies.  I really enjoyed the idea behind
Viscuous Circle.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 17:18:18 GMT
From: phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu (Mark Phaedrus)
Subject: Transformation Stories Summary/Request for More [somewhat long]

   First of all, my heartfelt thanks to everyone who responded, whether by
email or by posting.  Second, I'm still looking for more, and there are
quite a number of others that have shown interest in this topic too.  So if
you know of any books or short stories involving physical (or mental)
transformations of their characters that aren't on the list below, please
send mail to phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu, or post if email to that
address is impossible for you.  I will summarize all ideas received to the
net, and by mail to anyone who's interested.
   Now, to the summary of what I've gotten so far.  In the interests of
making the list smaller and more readable, I've boiled the individual
messages down into a single list.  I have triple-checked everything to try
to insure accuracy, but there's always the possibility that I have made a
mistake.  If I have, my profound apologies; please let me know and I'll
send a correction out immediately.
   I received suggestions and ideas from the following people, listed in
the order they were received.  Once again, my thanks to each of them.

1.  Jeff Jensen (jjensen@jarthur.Claremont.edu)
2.  Greg Alan Raburn (raburng@prism.CS.ORST.EDU)
3.  Gavin Steyn (steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu)
4.  Todd Haynes (tmhaynes@athena.cas.vanderbilt.edu)
5.  Dave Schaumann (dave@cs.arizona.edu)
6.  Paul S Shannon (pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu)
7.  Seth D. Kadesh (sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu)
8.  Janet M. Lafler (repnomar@leland.stanford.edu)
9.  Michel Forget (ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca)
10. Dan Bloch (Dan_Bloch@transarc.com)
11. Joe Huber (huber@agnt99.enet.dec.com)
12. Andy Nelson (andy@neutrino.physica.arizona.edu)
13. David Goldfarb (goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu)
14. Marc Espie (espie@flamingo.stanford.edu)
15. Sonja Bock (sonja@gene.com)
16. Jim Kasprzak (jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu)
17. (TEF102@psuvm.psu.edu)
18. Sea Wasp (NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu)

   Now, here are all the works that were mentioned.  The right-hand column
shows the numbers (from the list above) of the people who mentioned the
work; the comments below each work are numbered as well.
   Joe Huber (#11) included so many suggestions, and his comments were
organized so well, that I add the notes he sent me to explain them here:
 1) "Genetic manipulation" generally refers to changes made to ready man
    for new environs.
 2) Advanced science is either changes explained as a new scientific
    ability, or my bad memory at work trying to think how things were done.
 3) The ratings are mine and mine alone.
    4-5 : A multiple read book/series
      3 : Worth a read
      2 : Possible read, if it looks interesting
      1 : I wouldn't recommend it to anyone.
    [NR : not read]

4) If it seems like there are a lot of Chalker books, there are.  I found
   that he uses transformations often, and as a result I have read many of
   his works.  Those not listed probably don't deal with transformations,
   or only vaguely touch upon them.

Author              Title                                 Mentioned by
?                   The Shattered World                   4
   "Main character becomes a bear" -4
   [I was unable to contact Todd Haynes to get the author of this book
before I prepared this summary.  If anyone else knows, please let me know
and I'll include that information in the next summary.]

Aldiss, Brian(?)    Starswarm                             11
   "SF; genetic manipulation; not read" -11

Anderson, Poul      Call Me Joe                           11
   "Short story(?); SF; artificial telepathy; not read" -11
Anderson, Poul      Mission in Chaos                      11
   "Series; Fantasy; lycanthropy; not read" -11
Anderson, Poul      Operation Chaos                       10
   "[one of] the two classic werewolf-as-hero stories" -10

Anthony, Piers      Cluster                               11,18
   "First in a series; SF; Space travel into empty body; 3" -11
   "deals with the transportation of a person's 'mind and soul?' into other
bodies.  I really enjoyed the idea behind Viscous Circle." -18

Asimov, Janet       Mind Transfer                         18
   "really isn't a 'transformation' as the minds are transferred from one
body to another, the body doesn't change into the other.  But it's good."
- -18

Beagle, Peter S     The Last Unicorn                      3
   "Has an interesting transformation (it's a bit of a spoiler if I tell
you what it is), and is one of the best books I've ever read." -3

Beagle, Peter S     Lila the Werewolf                     3
   "Another (brilliant) werewolf story" -3

Bear, Greg          Blood Music                           11,13
   "horror; genetic manipulation error; 2" -11

Blish, James        Surface Tension                       11
   "SF; genetic manipulation; not read" -11

Boucher, Anthony    The Compleat Werewolf                 10
   "[one of] the two classic werewolf-as-hero stories...in his collection
of the same name" -10

Brander, Gery (?)   The Howling                           11
   "horror; lycanthropy; 3" -11

Brooks, Terry       The Elfstones of Shannara             4
   "Young elf girl becomes a tree" -4

Brooks, Terry       Magic Kingdom series                  18
   "has a person magically turned into a dog.  Poor Abernathy." -18

Butler, Octavia     most everything                       8

Butler, Octavia     Adulthood Rites                       8,12,15
Butler, Octavia     Dawn                                  8,11,12,15
   "First in a series; SF; alien technology; 3" -11
Butler, Octavia     Imago                                 8,12,15
Butler, Octavia     Wild Seed                             8,12
   On all four above: "Butler is an amazingly good writer who is not
terribly well-known.  These books are unsettling." -12

Card, Orson Scott   Treason                               15

Chalker, Jack       most/all his works                    1,2,3,7,12,13,17
   "physical transformations until they get tedious" -2
   "Many of [his] works have the transformation theme, although he's not a
particularly good writer." -3
   "I consider him a hack" -12
   "I can think of one novel offhand written by Chalker that didn't involve
physical or mental transformation.  And a few short stories.  (Well, one.)
*All* the rest of it does to one degree or another.  One frequent one to
look out for: male to female nymphomaniac (and often prostitute)." -13
Chalker, Jack       And the Devil Will Drag You Under     11
   "SF; advanced science; 4" -11
Chalker, Jack       Dancing Gods series                   2,11
   "fantasy; magic and lycanthropy; 4" -11
Chalker, Jack       Downtiming the Nightside              11
   "SF; time travel; 1" -11
Chalker, Jack       Flux and Anchor series                1,2
   "...deal with people being transformed via spells into all types of
creatures and variations of creatures, both willingly and unwillingly." -1
Chalker, Jack       Four Lords of the Diamond series      7,11,13
     "(4 books - some of his better work)" -7
     "SF; virus; 3" -11
Chalker, Jack       Identity Matrix                       11
     "SF; Alien ability & advanced science; 5" -11
Chalker, Jack       Rings of the Masters series           11
     "SF; Advanced science and natural ability; 3" -11
Chalker, Jack       Soul Rider series                     11,17
     "SF; conversion mass -> energy -> mass; 4" -11
Chalker, Jack       Web of the Chozen                     11
     "SF; virus; 3" -11
Chalker, Jack       Well World (Well of Souls) series     1,11,13,17
   "The Well world books basically have big holes in space where humans
sometimes fall in.  They are then transported to the Well World, where they
are transformed into one of 800+ different species." -1
   "SF; machine; 4" -11

David, Peter        Howling Mad                           3,11
   "about a wolf who gets bitten by a werewolf and turns human 3 nights a
month" -3
   "Fantasy; lycanthropy (in reverse); 3" -11

Dickson, Gordon R.  The Dragon and the George             15
Dickson, Gordon R.  The Dragon Knight                     15

Donaldson, Stephen  Daughter of Regals                    4
   "(from the anthology of the same name) - Weredragon!" -4

Eddings, David      Castle of Wizardry                    9
Eddings, David      Demon Lord of Karanda                 9
Eddings, David      Enchanter's End Game                  9
Eddings, David      Guardians of the West                 9
Eddings, David      King of the Murgos                    9
Eddings, David      Magician's Gambit                     9
Eddings, David      Pawn of Prophecy                      9
Eddings, David      Queen of Sorcery                      9
Eddings, David      Seeress of Kell                       9
Eddings, David      Sorceress of Darshiva                 9
   "The books are Fantasy, and can be found almost anywhere.  They deal
extensively with Shapechanging.  They are all excellent books.  Subjects
also touched upon are Demons, and the transforming of others into other
shapes.  You would have to read them to understand what I mean." -9

Farmer, Philip Jose Riverworld series                     11
   "SF; not read" -11

Heinlein, Robert A  I Will Fear No Evil                   11
   "SF; brain transplant; 3" -11
Heinlein, Robert A  Stranger in a Strange Land            15

Kafka, Franz        Metamorphosis                         4,13,16

Kurtz, Katheryn     Deryni series                         9
   "If you are interested in Paranormal humans, also check [this] out" -9

Le Guin, Ursula K.  The Left Hand of Darkness             6
   "the transfomations between the sexes there are more for anthropological
reasons: a study of how a genderless society would work." -6

Lewis, C. S.        Till We Have Faces                    6
   "One very good novel that has transformations as the central theme
(though not overtly)...a retelling of the Psyche-Cupid myth, from the
vantage point of one of the evil sisters"

Martin, George
  R. R. (ed.)       Wild Cards series                     13

McCammon, Robert    The Wolf's Hour                       10
   "It's 500+ pages long and god-awful.  In my humble opinion, of
course."-10 
McCameron(?),Robert Wolf's Hour                           11
   "Horror; lycanthropy; not read" -11

Myers, John Myers   Silverlock                            18
   "has a character that is turned into an ass by an evil prince who wants
the hand of the character's lover in marriage" -18

Niven, Larry        The Ringworld Engineers               4
   "Teela Brown becomes a Pak protector" -4

Robberson, Jennifer Chronicles of the Cheysuli series     9
   "quite good, but not fantastic" -9

Sheffield, Charles  Proteus Unbound                       13
Sheffield, Charles  Sight of Proteus                      5,13
   "This book is ok, better if you like Sheffield.  You might have a hard
time finding it though.  I rarely see any of his older stuff around." -5
   "...about a society in which 'form-change- is common technology." -13

Simak, Clifford     Desertion                             11
   "SF short story; genetic manipulation; not read; can be found in Ace
collection 'Changes', ISBN:0-441-10260-3, pub. 1983" -11

Stevenson, R. L.    Dr. jeckyll and Mr. Hyde              15

Tolkien, J. R. R.   The Lord of the Rings series          4
   "and, of course, there's always Gollum from LOTR" -4

van Vogt, A. E.     Supermind                             14
   "...not one of his best books, especially since it combines some short
stories into a kind of novels, but it describes a quite impressive mental
transformation in lots of details.  It is short and readable, unless you
have an allergy to Van Vogt...  I liked it, even though I'm aware of its
shortcomings." -14

Williamson, Jack    Darker Than You Think                 3,15

Zelazny, Roger      The Amber Novels                      4
   "the shape change abilities of the chaos lords" -4
Zelazny, Roger      Lord of Light                         11
   "SF; body-swapping; not read" -11

Zindell, David      Neverness                             11
   "SF; Genetic manipulation; not read" -11

     Once again, my thanks to everyone who sent me ideas, and if you can
think of any transformation works not on the list above, please let me
know.

phaedrus@u.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 15 May 91 13:48:27 GMT
From: ljpm@computing-maths.cardiff.ac.uk (L J P Moroney)
Subject: OS Cards' Maps in a Mirror

Orson Scott Card's brilliant collection _Maps in a Mirror_ has just been
released in the UK. Being a major fan of Mr. Card I snapped it up and am
reading it as fast as possible at the moment.  But, I have a query.  It is
with regards to 'Lost Boys'.  At the beginning of this story he claims it
to be true and has an afterword at the end saying that it is merely fiction
etc.

But, upon reading his essays about the other stories in the book I found
something interesting:
   In Lost boys he refers to Scotty (the eldest), Emily (his daughter) and
a second child whose name I can't remember at the moment.  In the story he
mentions the birth of another (disabled) son.  In the afterword to this
story he says that Scotty never existed, just the others but, in the
afterword of the story on the girl with no arms and legs (sorry I can't
remember the title), he says that the birth of his *THIRD* son, who was
disabled affected the story!  Does this mean that Scotty *did* exist and
that the story *could* be true?

   The other stories in the first book (Maps in a Mirror is a collection of
five books in one volume!) are incredibly powerful and amongst the best
stories I have *ever* read.  The Card-haters who slag him off for
Helpless-child-saves-the-world-against-hopeless-odds stories should read
these!!!!
   I have heard that Unaccompanied Sonata is his best ever piece of
writing.  It is in this collection but I have yet to read it.  Soon I will
see!

Laurence

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 04:57:22 GMT
From: morgan!netel!alchemy!amdg@crash.cts.com (Robert Garretson III)
Subject: OSC's Xenocide (no spoilers)

   I recently obtained a copy of the advance uncorrected proofs for Orson
Scott Card's XENOCIDE.  Since I promised not to give spoilers in this I
will just give the basic information about publishing etc. which are with
the proofs (spoilers will follow in another article or two).
   The book is due to be released in August by Tor Books/Tom Doherty
Associates (New York). It should be 448 pages, 6.125 inches by 9.125", with
a list price of $21.95 (if anybody cares the ISBN is listed as
0-312-93208-1).  A limited leather bound edition (300 numbered copies
signed by the author) will sell for $150.00 (0-312-85181-2).
   For comparison puposes the copies of ENDER'S GAME and SPEAKER FOR THE
DEAD which will be available at the same time (same size, price, etc.) are
listed as 368 and 432 pages repectively.
 
Rob Garretson
INTERNET: amdg@mcimail.com
BITNET: amdg%mcimail.com@cunyvm.cuny.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 23:29:25 GMT
From: vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu (D. W. James)
Subject: Re:  Cyteen again

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET:
>>4. There is an irony in AE I's insistence upon the eventual phasing out
>>of Azis.  As we've seen from other books set in Cherryh's universe...
> 
>I am afraid I do not follow you:  which books are we sure take place a
>long time from _Cyteen_ period?  The Morgaine books, in which no
>reference to Azis are made, and _Serpent's Reach_'s end, in which we are
>told explicitly that Azis do not exist anymore (as such).
 
   CJ has said, at least once in public (I was there) that all her stories
are in the same universe.  Since she said that in 1983, she might have
released something since then that wasn't, but the Morgaine books and
Compact/Sol/Alliance/Union/etc. certainly are related, and I'd say that
Morgaine is set in the future of just about everything we've seen so far.
In fact, the story of the discovery of the Gate's by people from the
Sol/Union period should be a good one, if it ever comes about.

vnend@princeton.edu
vnend@pucc.bitnet
{backbone}!princeton!nudity!vnend        

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 22:19:59 GMT
From: awessels@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Allen Wessels)
Subject: Re: Juanita Coulson's books

neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:
>   I've been reading Juanita Coulson's books recently, after enjoying the
>Children of the Stars series. I bought _The Death God's Citadel_ and
>started to read it, then decided that it must be a sequel to another book.
>The inside cover mentioned only one other book, _Web of Wizardry_, which I
>bought, and just finished reading. So, I picked up _The Death God's
>Citadel_ again, and it still looks like the sequel to something I haven't
>read. Can anybody tell me if there is an earlier book which sets the scene
>for this one? It seems to drop in with an unusually advanced plot line.

I've looked for prequel(s) to Web of Wizardy and The Death God's Citadel
for quite a while and haven't come across anything yet.  I don't think
there are any other novels out, but possibly (hopefully) a short story
exists.

I guess I didn't notice the plot line problem because both the plot and the
characters are "stock".  I did get the impression that there "must" be more
books set in the world the two books share.

Please post if you get a lead on any stories related to these.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 17:24:05 GMT
From: hoss@sig.ee.ic.ac.uk (Hossein Jelveh)
Subject: Dick books

Do any of you PKD fans out there, have a complete chronological list of his
works including short stories, and to the same person(s), which of his
works do you recommend first? By the way I have read The Man In the High
Castle (which I thought was superb), Do Androids Dream..., and a few short
stories. Also can anyone recommend a good work on his life?

I will be grateful.

Hossein Jelveh
hoss@uk.ac.ic.ee.sig

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 18:55:43 GMT
From: hship@sw.stratus.com (Howard Ship)
Subject: Re: Dick books

Several bookstores around the Cambridge, MA (USA) area now have more books
ABOUT PKD than by PKD!  Try "Wordsworth" ...

I haven't read any of these, but I would image they would be pretty dry -
just read the books and stories yourself.

They are re-publishing PKD's stories in MASSIVE collections right now -
$12.95 paperbacks, about four to six hundred pages.  I've seen volumes 1
and 2, though these early stories are very, very rough.  Several were quite
amusing (I loved the one about the tourist who buys a real god on Mars as a
vacation trinket!).

Watch out though - I picked up the European version of Volume 2, and it is
DIFFERENT than the American version, so now I have to get the American
version of volume 2, even though they are largely the same.  My cynical
guess is the reordering was to get "We Can Remember It For You Wholesale"
into volume 2 (it probably belongs in volume 3), since it ties into the
"Total Recall" movie.

If I remember correctly, the collected volumes have a complete bibliography
of PKD in the last pages.

PKD is rapidly being recognized as a great, lost American literary
original.  His books are far more avaiable now, after his death, than they
ever were during his lifetime.

Much as I enjoy and value his writing, I still wonder why the critics
ignore his blatant misogyny?  Afraid of tarnishing his image?

Howard_Ship@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 23:25:19 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: Dick books

hship@sw.stratus.com (Howard Ship) writes:
> PKD is rapidly being recognized as a great, lost American literary
> original.  His books are far more avaiable now, after his death, than
> they ever were during his lifetime.

Yeah, right. That's why Waldenbooks, Crown, and B. Dalton still refuse to
carry anything he's ever written, same attitude as most bookstores. Only a
couple of used bookstores around here carry his work, and all of the
bookstores that carry anything of his besides _Blade Runner_ are either in
Seattle or Bellevue - something of a hike from Woodinville. (my apologies
for all the region-specific remarks) I have been lucky enough, however, to
find a local bookstore that will order his work for me, and have copies of
about fifteen of his novels.

> Much as I enjoy and value his writing, I still wonder why the critics
> ignore his blatant misogyny?  Afraid of tarnishing his image?

Look - you want misogyny? Read Robert Heinlein. Don't tell me about
misogyny in P. K. Dick, this guy is MILD compared to Heinlein. he's also
ten times the writer Heinlein ever was.  Also, consider Dick himself. He
was married about six or seven times, had a large problem relating to
women, I suppose. There is a reason for that, one that very, very largely
shaped his life. That is the fact that his twin sister, Jane, died when
they were seven weeks old.

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 06:49:08 GMT
From: lsuc!canrem!john.russell@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (john russell)
Subject: pjf's books

What infuriates me is the way Philip Jose Farmer's series always degenerate
totally in the last book.  Read "The Lavalite World" (World of Tiers) and
"The Gods of Riverworld" (Riverworld series) if you disagree. If you liked
the book you referred to, history suggests there will be a sequel that's a
stinker.

Which makes me wonder why he is so good at short stories and the
_beginnings_ of series while his standalone novels tend to be average or
worse and his series endings are awful (IMHO).

John
Canada Remote Systems
Toronto, Ontario

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 00:41:42 GMT
From: polari!corwin@sumax.seattleu.edu (Don Glover)
Subject: Did I miss Something in _the race for god_?

I just finished the book _The Race For God_ by Brian Herbert and I enjoyed
the book until the end.  Either editors chopped out part of the ending or
there is a sequel in the offing, but either way I was left dissatisfied
with the end of the book.  Has anyone else read this book?  Did you feel
the same way?

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 01:34:03 GMT
From: et891856@levels.sait.edu.au (It's the Bishop .....)
Subject: New Julian May ?

Any word on when the first volume in Julian May's Galactic Milieu trilogy
will be released?

Thanks in advance.

Anthony Nuttall
University of South Australia  
et891856@lux.sait.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 12:56:55 GMT
From: cbrunson@vermont.east.sun.com (Chuck Brunson)
Subject: Re:Julian May

She just put out "Black Trillium" which she co-wrote with Andre Norton and
Marion Zimmer Bradley. I just finished it and it was pretty good.

Chuckie B.
Sun Microsystems BOS
cbrunson@East.Sun.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 20:14:51 GMT
From: lpj@hpctdji.HP.COM (Laura Johnson)
Subject: Re: Julian May

cbrunson@vermont.East.Sun.COM (Chuck Brunson) writes:
>She just put out "Black Trillium" which she co-wrote with Andre Norton and
>Marion Zimmer Bradley. I just finished it and it was pretty good.

I thought it was pretty trite. It seemed like whenever the three writers
couldn't agree on a detail, they settled it by choosing the fantasy/sf
cliche most appropriate to the situation.  (Dark lord in northern tower,
fairy godmother/Earth goddess, beautiful princess discovers handsome enemy
prince is ...  wait, that was going to be a spoiler. But it was all so
obvious how it would turn out, spoilers are hardly possible).

I was disappointed; I like all three authors, but wouldn't recommend this
book.

LJ

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 91 19:23:57 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Humor in SF (was: It Ain't Funny, McGee!)

With the discussion of humorous SF reminding of favorable recommendations
of Tom Holts' _Who's Afraid of Beowulf?_, I decided to check a couple of
stores to see if I could find it. Two things happened:

1) Store #2 checked and found that it's not available in paperback, only in
   hardback from St. Martin's. At least it's in print; I had them go ahead
   and order a copy since it's reasonably priced ($15.95 this side of the
   pond).

2) Store #1 I mention last b/c I didn't find WAoB there, but I did see a
   copy of William Goldman's _The Princess Bride_, which is a good, funny
   read. I had borrowed this from a friend a couple of years ago when the
   movie came out and enjoyed it. The movie was really well done as far as
   keeping the mood of the book - not *exactly* the same, but close enough.
   Of course, it helps that Mr. Goldman did the script for the movie. The
   only thing I don't like too much is that the new printing, being a movie
   tie-in now, naturally has a picture of Cary Elwes and Robin Wright on
   the cover, and while they're an attractive couple, I remember the older
   version having a much nicer cover. Read half the book last night, still
   a fun read the second time (and 3 or 4 times through the movie).

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University  
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
BITNET: HEROY@LSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 91 20:57:00 GMT
From: MSEIBERT@smith.bitnet
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #164

   I shall reserve opinion for the moment on what I think of the latest
MYTH books, but I read _Phule's Company_ last year when it came out and not
only got a good laugh, but was very impressed with just about everything.
It was a good story, with vivid characters.
   Oh, I read a hilarious mystery the other day.  I realize this isn't
exactly on the topic, but I must recommend Charlotte MacLeod to any mystery
buffs out there.  The book was one of her Sarah Kelling stories, and was
called "The Silver Ghost" and was quite wonderful.
   By the way, whoever it was, thanks for the Red Dwarf book info.  It's a
British publisher, which means one can't easily find it in this country,
more's the pity.

Aeron
MSEIBERT@SMITH.BITNET 

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 06:11:49 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans/Name that story

   There was a novel called _Clay's Ark_ by Octavia E. Butler which was
about an alien virus that greatly enhanced reflexes, strength, etc., and it
left the victim with a strong urge to spread the disease. The victims did
not die of the disease. The story is about a small village which is totally
infected with it (the only place where the disease exists).
   I also remember reading a similar story in the last year, but am unable
to find it. This disease gives the person's skin a horrible rash, but
otherwise it is beneficial. This disease also give the 'urge to infect
others'. It takes place after the disease has led to a partial collapse of
civilization and extreme steps to combat it. Our hero saves the life of a
woman with the disease and gets her safely to the island (off California?)
where the diseased people have fled. Our hero remains uninfected because of
the woman's willpower. Does anyone remember the name or author of this
story? I know I have it somewhere, but I can't find it.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 10:06:26 GMT
From: ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com ((Robert Fisch) SPAC, New York)
Subject: Yet another story search request...

   This guy is labled a sociopath. The proscribed treatment is to be
reconditioned by use of a brain-wave-feedback device. This device allows
the controllers to put the guy into a specific dream/situation and watch
how he reacts. By reacting in the 'correct' manner reinforces (i.e. forces)
his brain to accept those new configurations as correct and true.
   The story had some funny moments where he found himself in an elegant
restuarant with a nice women. Somehow or other, he got a gun and was
supposed to kill a thief but instead shot the women (for the hell of it),
and then 'calmly' began eating his salad with his hands. Later on, he
shoots himself (I think). In these instances he is roughly awakened by the
operators who are not at all amused by his stubbornness.
   Does anyone know the name/author of this story?????

Robert Fisch
System Development Officer II
Security Pacific Automation Co.
New York

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 09:50:16 GMT
From: STUCS002@ibm3090.computer-centre.birmingham.ac.uk (G W Sutcliffe)
Subject: Story title request

I'm looking for the title of a story I read years ago. It's on the lines of
the teleportation discussion recently. Basically, the method used involves
disassembling the person into a long chain, then sending that through a
black hole, to be reassembled on the other side (by spider-like aliens,if
memory serves). The author MIGHT have been Michael Swanwick, but don't
quote me on that. I'd prefer e-mail if anyone's got the relevant facts.

Thanks.

Giles

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - McCaffrey (4 msgs) & Smith (3 msgs) &
                       Tubb (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 13:51:14 GMT
From: lampson@tellabs.com (Dave Lampson)
Subject: Pern Series

I just recently started McCaffrey's Pern series, though I've had the books
for quite a while.  My questions are:

1)  Does anyone have a complete list of the books in the series?

2)  Is there a preferred reading sequence?

I have:
   Dragonflight
   Dragonquest
   The White Dragon
   Dragonsong
   Dragonsinger
   Dragondrums
   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern

My guess is that this would be the correct order to read them in.  I also
remember seeing a book called _The Renegades of Pern_.  Is _Renegades_ the
most recent book?  Are there any others?  Email would be appreciated, since
this has probably already been discussed here many times here.

Thanks.

Dave
lampson@tellabs.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 16:34:54 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Pern Series

lampson@tellabs.com (Dave Lampson) writes:
>I just recently started McCaffrey's Pern series, though I've had the
>books for quite a while.  My questions are:
>1)  Does anyone have a complete list of the books in the series?
>2)  Is there a preferred reading sequence?
>I have:
>   Dragonflight
>   Dragonquest
>   The White Dragon
>   Dragonsong
>   Dragonsinger
>   Dragondrums
>   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern

According to a note attached to the "Other books by Anne McCaffrey" section
in a book of hers I read recently, she strongly prefers people to read the
Pern books in the order they were published.  The order you have is
correct; add to your list "Dragonsdawn" and then "Renegades of Pern" and I
believe you'll be all caught up, and in order.  I highly recommend
"Dragonsdawn" but haven't read "Renegades" yet, so can't comment on it.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 19:13:48 GMT
From: steevem@spruce.ulowell.edu (Michael Steeves)
Subject: Re: Pern Series

lampson@tellabs.com (Dave Lampson) writes:
>1)  Does anyone have a complete list of the books in the series?
>2)  Is there a preferred reading sequence?
>
>I have:
>   Dragonflight
>   Dragonquest
>   The White Dragon

This is the "first" series.  Read this first for most of the rest build off
of this trilogy.

>   Dragonsong
>   Dragonsinger
>   Dragondrums

This is a trilogy of events that occur basically during the first series,
but most of the characters are introduced in depth in the first series.

>   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern

This is a prequel to the first trilogy, explaining some of the past of the
planet, more exactly the history of the plague that struck Pern.

Mike Steeves
steevem@spruce.ulowell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 03:20:25 GMT
From: 9029699@ul.ie (Dark Elf)
Subject: Re: QUESTION on Anne McCaffrey

tmd@AUSTIN.LOCKHEED.COM (Tom Davis) writes:
> What is the title of the book that Anne McCaffrey wrote as a sequel
> to "Dinosaur Planet" - the one that is summarized in "Sassinak"?

If I remember correctly it was called "The Survivors, Dinosaur Planet II".
The "the " bit might be wrong. I am getting a bit annoyed that Anne
McCaffrey is tying everything together. The next thing we will see is Helva
( the ship that sings ) landing on Pern after receiving Ted Tubberman's
message.

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 18:22:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: lensmen

   In the Berkeley edition of the Lensman books is the title "Spacehounds
of IPC".  I've never heard of this book anywhere else.  Perhaps it's one of
the more well-known books, under a different title.
   Any ideas?
   Also, does anyone know the proper order of the Skylark books?  An older
edition has Skylark Three as second, the Berkeley edition has it third.
_Skylark Three_ was published second, but _Skylark Valeron_ (Berkeley's
second) may have been published after _Three_ but filled in gaps between
_SoS_ and _ST_, like _First Lensman_, although in second place
chronologically, was published last.

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 17:59:41 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: lensmen

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>   In the Berkeley edition of the Lensman books is the title "Spacehounds
>of IPC".  I've never heard of this book anywhere else.  Perhaps it's one
>of the more well-known books, under a different title.
>   Any ideas?
>   Also, does anyone know the proper order of the Skylark books?  

   "Spacehounds of IPC" is a rather troublesome part of the Lensman series
in that it, like Masters of the Vortex, is only peripherally related.  It
is an extremely good example of Doc's SO style, though, and well worth
reading. Chronologically it occurs WITHIN the first book, "Triplanetary";
it is an adventure set during the Jovian Wars (i.e., during the formation
of the Triplanetary League but before the appearance of Virgil Samms).  It
is also one of the hardest of the Lensman books to locate; to this day I
have been unable to replace the copy I lost ten years ago.

   The order of the Skylark books is The Skylark of Space, Skylark Three,
The Skylark of Valeron, and Skylark DuQuesne. From their chronological
relation I would expect the publication sequence was the same, but I
suppose it COULD be possible that one was published out of sequence.

   (For those wondering, the order of the Lensman Series is Triplanetary,
Spacehounds of IPC (actually during Triplanetary), First Lensman, Galactic
Patrol, Gray Lensman, Second-Stage Lensman, Masters of the Vortex, Children
of the Lens. David Kyle did several additions to the Lensman series, only
one of which [The Dragon Lensman] I read, but which take place in the
interval between SSLM and CotL. I happened to like the one I read quite
well, but I don't know if anyone else liked these apocryphal additions.)

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 22:12:48 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: lensmen

Ryk E Spoor has (mistakenly) answered J_DELANO, thusly:
>>        In the Berkeley edition of the Lensman books is the title
>> "Spacehounds of IPC".  I've never heard of this book anywhere else.
>> Perhaps it's one of the more well-known books, under a different title.
>
> "Spacehounds of IPC" is a rather troublesome part of the Lensman series
> in that it, like Masters of the Vortex, is only peripherally related.

Riiiiight.  *SO* peripherally related, in fact, that there's a different
major species living on Jupiter!  "THE SPACEHOUNDS OF IPC" is most
definitely NOT a part of the "LENSMAN" universe.  It doesn't even use the
same "physics" or spacecraft technology, much less the same political
background.

> It is an extremely good example of Doc's SO style, though, and well worth
> reading. Chronologically it occurrs WITHIN the first book,
> "Triplanetary"; it is an adventure set during the Jovian Wars (i.e.,
> during the formation of the Triplanetary League but before the appearance
> of Virgil Samms).
 
It might be co-temporal, but certainly not in the same universe, unless Doc
Smith lied to me thirty years ago when I asked him about it.

> It is also one of the hardest of the Lensman books to locate; to this day
> I have been unable to replace the copy I lost ten years ago.

Then you're not looking in the right places.  It gets reprinted in
paperback often enough that there are usually a few used copies lying
around in any used-paperback store.  Look under "S."

>   The order of the Skylark books is The Skylark of Space, Skylark Three,
> The Skylark of Valeron, and Skylark DuQuesne. From their chronological
> relation I would expect the publication sequence was the same, but I
> suppose it COULD be possible that one was published

   Correct.  "SOS" began serialization in the August, 1928 edition of
"AMAZING," with a cover by Frank R. Paul.  Also in the same issue was
"ARMAGEDDON: 2419 A.D." by Phil Nowlan, an even more important yarn in the
history of 20th-century American Science Fiction.
   "ST" came second, and "SOV" third, definitely.  The mis-ordering in the
Berkeley booklist is probably due to ignorance on the part of the lister;
someone didn't know "Skylark Two" was built on Osnome in the first book.
   "SDQ" was serialized in the early sixties, about fifteen years after the
first hardback publication of "SOS," which had waited eighteen years for a
hardback edition.

>   (For those wondering, the order of the Lensman Series is Triplanetary,
> Spacehounds of IPC (actually during Triplanetary), First Lensman,
> Galactic Patrol, Gray Lensman, Second-Stage Lensman, Masters of the
> Vortex, Children of the Lens. David Kyle did several additions to the
> Lensman series, only one of which [The Dragon Lensman] I read, but which
> take place in the interval between SSLM and CotL. I happened to like the
> one I read quite well, but I don't know if anyone else liked these
> apocryphal additions.)
 
   Wrong, wrong, and wrong.  The "LENSMEN" series is *FOUR* books,
"GALACTIC PATROL," "GRAY LENSMAN," "SECOND-STAGE LENSMEN," and "CHILDREN OF
THE LENS."

   When Lloyd Arthur Eshbach, who was running Fantasy Press (and Gnome as
well) decided to contract with EES to print the books, about forty years
back, he suggested to EES that a group of unrelated novellas EES had lying
around could be patched together into a precursor work, and a "bridge"
novel constructed to tie that volume into the "Lensmen" series.  So
"TRIPLANETARY" was patched together out of unrelated novellas, and "FIRST
LENSMAN" written to hook it onto the beginning of the series.  As I've
commented before, Piers Xanthony Jacobs is not the first person to
unabashedly make a living by hacking out extensions to series.  (The
difference is, that with EES doing the writing, even the hackwork is
interesting, and worth reading.)
 
   "MASTERS OF THE VORTEX" is the title pasted on the "VORTEX BLASTER"
stories after a title dispute over a collection called "VORTEX BLASTER"
which only included the first story in the set.  This series was written as
a *separate* series, simply set in the Lensman universe, and when the
magazine EES had created it for folded EES couldn't peddle it anywhere
else, so he edited it ruthlessly and fitted the whole thing into one
volume.  (Due to printing schedules, it was published by Gnome first,
Fantasy Press second, the inverse of the usual order, in 1960.)  This one
is eminently worth reading, especially for the Vegians.
 
   The three lensman novels by David A. Kyle, "DRAGON LENSMAN, "LENSMAN
FROM RIGEL," and "Z-LENSMAN," are only about a decade old, even though they
grew out of EES' notes and discussions among the "Galactic Roamers" (the
fan/writers' group EES belonged to) that dated back half a century.  Kyle's
writing was none too good in the first book, improved a bit in the second,
and was downright borderline readable in the third.  (I like all three.)

   Incidentally, there have been three different titles on the "VORTEX
BLASTER" book: "THE VORTEX BLASTER," "THE VORTEX BLASTERS," and "MASTERS OF
THE VORTEX."  As far as I can tell, there are no textual differences.
 
  I've said nothing in this entry that can't be verified from publicly
available sources; probably the easiest for you to find would be L.A.E.'s
historical articles, or introductions to Kyle's books.  Please get your
facts straight before spreading misinformation about the place.
  Just because a publisher chooses to tack a book onto a series, in hopes
of assuring greater sales, doesn't necessarily mean the book is, or should
be, part of the series!
  Thank you!

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 04:15:06 GMT
From: mnetor!torag!jsun@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (John Sun)
Subject: Dumarest of Earth

Hi.  All this talk of evolved and superior humans reminds me of a series I
once started to read.

It was called the Dumarest of Earth series.  The main protagonist was
someone from Earth (which no one seems to know about anymore, the galaxy is
so big), who wants to go home but doesn't know the way.  The series is well
over 40 books and counting.  This hero always seemed to be faster, quicker
and smarter than anyone else.

Can anyone answer these questions?
1. Does the series ever end?  How many books in total, if yes?
2. Is the author (whose name escapes me) still around?
3. Does the author have other books published?

Regards.
John Sun
jsun@torag.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 10:59:55 GMT
From: jprlarib@cs.ruu.nl (Jan Peter Laribij)
Subject: Re: Dumarest of Earth

jsun@torag.uucp (John Sun) writes:
>Hi.  All this talk of evolved and superior humans reminds me of a series I
>once started to read.
>It was called the Dumarest of Earth series. 
[stuff deleted]
>Can anyone answer these questions?
>1. Does the series ever end?  How many books in total, if yes?

 I have no idea at all, I've read only five or six books from the series so
I have a lot of catching up to do.

>2. Is the author (whose name escapes me) still around?
 
 The author is Edwin Charles Tubb and according to me he is still alive and
writing.

>3. Does the author have other books published?
 
 Yes, he has published some other books although the titles escape me. I
can remember at least one story: A novel which plays in the UK where an
organism is discovered/invented (?) that swallows everything (including
humans) and is spreading out rapidly. I believe they were first used as
waste disposal.
 I still can't recall the title though. 
  
I hoped this helped a bit,

Jan Peter Laribij
Beetzlaan 42
3762 CE   Soest
jprlarib@praxis.cs.ruu.nl  

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 21:29:59 GMT
From: cargo@cherry04.cray.com (David S. Cargo)
Subject: Re: Dumarest of Earth

I recently acquired the two Dumarest books I was missing (at least
according to the list in the SFL archives).  There are 31 books.  They used
to come out about every 9 months.  (E.C. Tubb once had 10 books published
the same year.)  There has not been a new one since 1985 to the best of my
knowledge.

David S. Cargo
cargo@escargot.cray.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 00:38:15 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!cunews!cognos!roberts@zoo.toronto.edu (Robert Stanley)
Subject: Re: Dumarest of Earth

jsun@torag.uucp (John Sun) writes:
> It was called the Dumarest of Earth series.  The main protagonist was
> someone from Earth (which no one seems to know about anymore, the galaxy
> is so big), who wants to go home but doesn't know the way.  The series is
> well over 40 books and counting.  This hero always seemed to be faster,
> quicker and smarter than anyone else.
>
> Can anyone answer these questions?
> 1. Does the series ever end?  How many books in total, if yes?

No, the series (which is actually "Dumarest of Terra") has never formally
ended with Dumarest returning to the real Earth on which he was born.  To
date there have been 31 novels in the series, but there are unlikely to be
any more.  My second-hand information suggests that DAW decided to drop the
series when management changed a few years back, and that no other
publisher is likely to pick up the series unless they can also acquire the
rights to the previous titles in the series.  Thus far no deals.

> 2. Is the author (whose name escapes me) still around?

The author, E.C. Tubb, is indeed still around.  He was born in 1919, and
his first published SF of record was in the early '50s.

> 3. Does the author have other books published?

Tubb is one of the most prolific of all SF authors.  He has no less than
two entries in the top ten "longest series" list, and has written a fair
number of other works under an astonishing number of pseudonyms, including
Charles Grey, Volsted Gridban, Gill Hunt, Gregory Kern, King Lang, Carl
Maddox, Brian Shaw, and Roy Sheldon.  To be fair, most of these are "House"
pseudonyms rather than personal choice, but it sure makes bibliography a
problem.  My database shows more than 40 different pseudonyms which I can
be sure of and another handful about which I am doubtful.  As far as his SF
output is concerned, I currently show more than 90 novels and 220 short
stories in my database which can be attributed to him, either directly or
under one of the synonyms about which I am certain.

Good luck trying to find most of these, they are long out of print and
likely to stay thast way.  However, I must admit to a little sadness about
the Dumarest saga, I did look forward to the next installment.

Robert Stanley
Cognos, Inc.
UUCP: cunews!cognos!roberts
INet: roberts%cognos.uucp@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

			       Books - Vance

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 09:56:28 GMT
From: jjverkui@cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil)
Subject: A list of novels and stories by Jack Vance

Jack Vance books and stories:

This is a compilation of novels, stories, etc. written by Jack Vance (full
name: John Holbrook Vance). I've tried to make it as complete as was
possible and I think that the result is quite good.

There are four sections:

1 - A list of all (?) his SF-books and short story collections
2 - A list of all (?) his non-SF books
3 - A list of all (?) his stories
4 - A list of his short story collections and which stories appear in them

If you have additional information, or you see inconsistencies or errors,
please e-mail them to: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

I also got the following title:

   Shea, Michael [U.S.A., 7/13/1946- ]
   A Quest for Simbilis [1974]

It is a sequel to Vance's "The Eyes of the Overworld" (Yes, it was written
before "Cugel's Saga") and it seems to be good (I have never read it,
though).

I want to thank the following people who helped me by providing lists and
other Vance-related material I used in compiling this list:

John C. Wenn
Richard W. Gombert
Richard Vermaas
Gregg Parmentier

I hope that this list is of some use.
			
Section 1: A list of all his SF-books and short story collections

[C] == Short Story Collection
[CP] == Chapbook (a very short book, or pamphlet)
[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them)
[O] == Omnibus.  Includes other books.
abr == Abridgement of other listed title
aka == Also known by this other title
contains == The other book is a subset of this one
includes == This book wholely includes the other

Vance, Jack [/John] [Holbrook] [U.S.A., 8/28/1916- ]
   [Hugo 1963, 1967 & Nebula 1966]
   Planet of Adventure [1984] [O]
      City of the Chasch [1968] [aka "Chasch"]
      Servants of the Wankh [1969] [aka "Wankh"]
      The Dirdir [1969]
      The Pnume [1970]
   The Demon Princes Series:
      Star King [1964]
      The Killing Machine [1964]
      The Palace of Love [1967]
      The Face [1979]
      The Book of Dreams [1981]
   Durdane [1989] [O]
      The Anome [1973] [aka "The Faceless Man"]
      The Brave Free Men [1973]
      The Asutra [1974]
   The Alastor Cluster Novels:
      Trullion: Alastor 2262 [1973]
      The Gray Prince [1974]
      Marune: Alastor 933 [1975]
      Wyst: Alastor 1716 [1978]
      The Galactic Effectuator [1980] [C]
   The Dying Earth Series:
      The Dying Earth [1950] [C]
      The Eyes of the Overworld [1966]
      The Seventeen Virgins [1979] [CP]
      The Bagful of Dreams [1979] [CP]
      Morreion: A Tale of Dying Earth [1979] [CP]
      Cugel's Saga [1983] [includes "The Seventeen Virgins" and
         "The Bagful of Dreams"]
      Rhialto the Marvelous [1984] [C] [includes "Morreion"]
   The Lyonesse Series:
      Lyonesse, Book I: Suldrun's Garden [1983] [aka "Lyonesse"]
      Lyonesse II: the Green Pearl [1985] [aka "The Green Pearl"]
      Lyonesse III: Madouc [1990]
   Nopalgarth [1980] [O]
      The Brains of Earth [1966] [aka "Nopalgarth"]
      The Houses of Iszm [1964]
      Son of the Tree [1964]
   Vandals of the Void [1953] [J]
   The Five Gold Bands [1953] [aka "The Space Pirate"]
   To Live Forever [1956]
   Big Planet [1957] [abr of the story "Big Planet"]
   The Languages of Pao [1958]
   Slaves of the Klau [1958] [abr of "Planet of the Damned"]
   The Dragon Masters [1963]
   Future Tense [1964] [C] [aka "Dust of Far Suns"]
   The World Between and Other Stories [1965] [C] [aka "The Moon Moth"]
   Monsters in Orbit [1965] [includes "Abercrombie Station" and
      "Cholwell's Chickens"]
   Space Opera [1965]
   The Blue World [1966]
   The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1966, 1980] [C]
   The Last Castle [1967]
   Emphyrio [1969]
   Eight Fantasms and Magics [1969] [C]
   The Worlds of Jack Vance [1973] [C]
   Showboat World [1975]
   Maske: Thaery [1976]
   The Best of Jack Vance [1976] [C] [contains "The Last Castle"]
   Fantasms and Magics [1978] [C] [abr of "Eight Fantasms and Magic"]
   Green Magic [1979] [C]
   Lost Moons [1982] [C]
   The Narrow Land [1982] [C]
   Gold and Iron [1982] [aka "Planet of the Damned"]
   The Light from a Lone Star [1985] [C]
   The Complete Magnus Ridolph [1985] [C] [includes "The Many Worlds
     of Magnus Ridolph"]
   The Augmented Agent [1986] [C]
   The Dark Side of the Moon [1986] [C]
   Araminta Station [1987]
   Ecce and Olde Earth [1991]
Vance, Jack / Silverberg, Robert
   The Last Castle / Nightwings [1989] [Tor Double]

Books by Jack Vance that aren't SF include (all books published as "John
Holbrook Vance" unless otherwise mentioned):

   Isle of Peril [1957] [as Alan Wade]
   Take My Face [1957] [as Peter Held]
   The Man in the Cage [1960] [Winner of the Edgar Award]
   The Four Johns [1964] [aka "Four Men Called John"] [as Ellery Queen]
   A Room to Die In [1965] [as Ellery Queen]
   The Madman Theory [1966] [as Ellery Queen]
   The Fox Valley Murders [1966]
   The Pleasant Grove Murders [1967]
   The Deadly Isles [1969]
   Bad Ronald [1973]
   The House on Lily Street [1979]
   The View from Chickweed's Window [1979]
   Strange Notions [1985]
   The Dark Ocean [1985]

He also wrote six episodes of the "Captain Video" TV series in 1952-1953.

Section 3: A list of all (I hope) his stories:

Magazine with Name changes:
   Astounding/Analog Science Fiction
   Amazing Stories/Amazing Science Fiction

'X' == Magazine X
"Y" == Book Y [anthology or story collection]

Abercrombie Station
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Feb, 1952
Alfred's Ark
   'New Worlds' May, 1965
Assault on a City
   "Universe #4" 1974
The Augmented Agent [aka "I-C-A-BEM"]
   'Amazing Stories' Oct, 1961
The Bagful of Dreams
   "Flashing Swords #4" 1977
Big Planet
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1952
Brain of the Galaxy
   See: The New Prime
The Brains of Earth
   See: Nopalgarth
Cat Island
   "Light From a Lone Star"
The Cave in the Forest
   "The Eyes of the Overworld" 1966
Chateau d'If
   See: New Bodies for Old
Cholwell's Chickens
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' 1952
Cil [aka "The Eyes of the Overworld"]
   "The Eyes of the Overworld" 1966
Cosmic Hotfoot
   See: To B or Not to C or to D
Coupe de Grace [aka "Worlds of Origin"]
   'Super Science Fiction' Feb, 1958
Crusade to Alambar
   See: Crusade to Maxus
Crusade to Maxus [aka "Crusade to Alambar"] [aka "Overlords of Maxus"]
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Feb, 1951
Dead Ahead
   See: Ultimate Quest
The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   "Star Science Fiction #3" 1954
Dodkin's Job
   'Astounding' Oct, 1959
The Dogtown Tourist Agency
   "Epoch" 1975
Dover Spargill's Ghastly Floater
   'Marvel Science Stories' Nov, 1951
DP!
   "Avon Science Fiction Reader #4" 1953
The Dragon Masters [Winner of the 1963 HUGO Award]
   'Galaxy' Aug, 1962
Dream Castle [revision of "I'll Build Your Dream Castle"]
   'Astounding' Sep, 1947
The Dreamer [aka "The Enchanted Princess"]
   'Orbit Science Fiction' Nov, 1954
Dust of Far Suns
   See: Sail 25
Ecological Onslaught
   See: The World Between
The Enchanted Princess
   See: The Dreamer
The Eyes of the Overworld
   See: Cil
Fader's Waft
   "Rhialto the Marvellous" 1984
First Star I See Tonight [as John Van See]
   'Malcom's Mystery Magazine', Mar, 1954
Four Hundred Blackbirds
   'Future Science Fiction' Jul, 1953
Freitzke's Turn
   "Triax" 1977
From "Life, Volume I", by Unspeik, Baron Bodissey
   "Magicon Original Bookmark Anthology", Siclari, MagiCon, 1989
Gateway to Strangeness
   See: Sail 25
The Gift of Gab
   'Astounding' Sep, 1955
Golden Girl
   'Marvel Science Stories' May, 1951
Green Magic
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jun, 1963
Guyal of Sfere
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Hard Luck Diggings
   'Startling Stories' Jul, 1948
The House of Iszm
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1954
The House Lords
   'Saturn Science Fiction and Fantasy' Oct, 1957
The Howling Bounders
   'Startling Stories' Mar, 1949
I-C-A BEM
   See: The Augmented Agent
I'll Build Your Dream Castle
   'Astounding' Sep, 1947
The King of Thieves
   'Startling Stories' Nov, 1949
The Kokod Warriors
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Oct, 1952
The Kragen
   'Fantastic' Jul, 1964
The Last Castle [Winner of the 1966 Nebula Award and the 1967 HUGO Award]
   'Galaxy' Apr, 1966
Liane the Wayfarer
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
The Loom of Darkness
   'Worlds Beyond' Dec, 1950
The Man From Zodiac
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1967
The Manse of Iuconu
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jul, 1966
The Masquerade on Dicantropus
   Standard Magazines, Inc. 1951
Mazirian the Magician
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Meet Miss Universe
   'Fantastic Universe' Mar, 1955
Men of the Ten Books
   'Startling Stories' Mar, 1951
The Men Return
   'Infinity Science Fiction' Jul, 1957
The Miracle-Workers
   'Astounding' Jul, 1958
The Mitr
   'Vortex Science Fiction #1' 1953
The Moon Moth
   'Galaxy' Aug, 1961
Morreion
   "Flashing Swords #1" 1973
The Mountains of Magnatz
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Feb, 1966
The Murthe
   "Rhialto the Marvellous" 1984
The Narrow Land
   'Fantastic' Jul, 1967
New Bodies for Old
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Aug, 1950
The New Prime [aka "Brain of the Galaxy"]
   'Worlds Beyond' Feb, 1951
Noise
   'Startling Stories' Aug, 1952
Nopalgarth [aka "The Brains of Earth"]
   "The Worlds of Jack Vance" 1966
Overlords of Maxus
   See: Crusade to Maxus
The Overworld
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Dec, 1965
Parapsyche
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1958
Phalid's Fate
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Dec, 1946
Phantom Milkman
   'Other Worlds' Feb, 1956
The Pilgrims
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jun, 1966
The Plagian Siphon 
   See: The Planet Machine
The Planet Machine [aka "The Plagian Siphon"] 
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Oct, 1951
Planet of the Black Dust
   'Startling Stories' Summer, 1946
Planet of the Damned [aka "Gold and Iron"]
   'Space Stories' dec, 1952
The Potters of Firsk
   'Astounding' May, 1950
A Practical Man's Guide
   'Space Science Fiction' Aug, 1957
Rumfuddle
   "Three Trips in Time and Space" 1973
Sabotage on Sulphur Planet
   'Startling Stories' Jun, 1952
Sail 25 [aka "Gateway to Strangeness", aka "Dust of Far Suns"]
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1962
Sanatoris Short-cut
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1948
The Secret
   'Impulse' Mar, 1966
Seven Exits from Bocz
   'The Rhodomagnetic Digest' V4 #2 1952
The Seventeen Virgins
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Oct, 1974
Shape-Up
   'Cosmos Science Fiction & Fantasy Magazine' Nov, 1953
Sjambak
   'Worlds of IF Science Fiction' Jul, 1953
Son of the Tree
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Jun, 1951
The Sorcerer Pharesm
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Apr, 1966
The Spa of the Stars
   'Startling Stories' Jul, 1950
The Sub-Standard Sardines
   'Startling Stories' Jan, 1949
Sulwen's Planet
   "The Farthest Reaches" 1968
T'Sais
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Telek
   'Astounding' Jan, 1952
The Temple of Han
   'Planet Stories' Jul, 1951
Three Legged Joe
   'Startling Stories' Jan, 1953
To B or Not to C or to D [aka "Cosmic Hotfoot"]
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1950
Turjan of Miir
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Ulan Dhor Ends a Dream
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Ullward's Retreat
   'Galaxy' Dec, 1958
Ultimate Quest [as John Holbrook]
   'Super Science Stories' Sep, 1950
The Unspeakable McInch
   'Startling Stories' Nov, 1948
(Untitled Story)
   Daily Californian, 21-10-40
(Untitled Story)
   Daily Californian, 28-4-41
When the Five Moons Rise
   'Cosmos Science Fiction & Fantasy Magazine' Mar, 1954
Where Hesperus Falls
   King-Size Pubs, Inc. 1956
Winner Lose All
   'Galaxy' Dec, 1951
The World Between [aka "Ecological Onslaught"]
   'Future SF' May 1953
Worlds of Origin
   See: Coupe de Grace
The World-Thinker
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Summer 1945

Section 4: A list of his short story collections and the stories that
appear in them
      
The Galactic Effectuator [1980]
   The Dogtown Tourist Agency
   Freitzke's Turn

The Augmented Agent and Other Stories [1986]
   The Augmented Agent
   Crusade to Maxus
   The Man from Zodiac
   The Planet Machine
   Shape-Up
   Sjambak
   Three-Legged Joe

The Dark Side of the Moon [1986]
   Alfred's Ark
   Dead Ahead
   Dover Spargill's Ghastly Floater
   DP!
   The Enchanted Princess
   First Star I See Tonight
   The House Lords
   Parapsyche
   Phalid's Fate
   The Phantom Milkman
   Planet of the Black Dust
   A Practical Man's Guide
   Sulwen's Planet
   The Temple of Han

The Dying Earth [1950]
   Guyal of Sfere
   Liane the Wayfarer
   Mazirian the Magician
   T'Sais
   Turjan of Miir
   Ulan Dhor Ends a Dream

The Eyes of the Overworld [1966]
   The Cave in the Forest
   Cil
   The Manse of Iucounu
   The Mountains of Magnatz
   The Sorcerer Pharesm
   The Pilgrims

Rhialto the Marvellous [1984]
   The Murthe
   Fader's Waft
   Morreion
   
The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1966]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch

The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1980]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch
   The Sub-Standard Sardines
   To B or Not to C or to D

The Complete Magnus Ridolph [1985]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch
   The Sub-Standard Sardines
   To B or Not to C or to D
   Hard Luck Diggings
   Sanatoris Short-Cut

Future Tense [1964]
   Dodkin's Job
   The Gift of Gab
   Sail 25
   Ullward's Retreat

The Moon Moth and Other Stories [1976]
   See: The World Between and Other Stories

The World Between and Other Stories [1965]
   Brain of the Galaxy
   The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   The Men Return
   The Moon Moth
   The World Between

The Narrow Land [1982]
   The Narrow Land
   The Masquerade on Dicantropus
   Where Hesperus Falls
   The World-Thinker
   Green Magic
   The Ten Books
   Chateau d'If

Fantasms and Magics [1978]
   Guyal of Sfere
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The New Prime
   Noise
   When the Five Moons Rise

Eight Fantasms and Magic [1969]
   Foreword
   Cil
   Guyal of Sfere
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The New Prime
   Noise
   Telek
   When the Five Moons Rise

The Best of Jack Vance [1976]
   Abercrombie Station
   The Last Castle
   The Moon Moth
   Rumfuddle
   Sail 25
   Ullward's Retreat

The Worlds of Jack Vance [1973]
   Brain of the Galaxy
   The Brains of Earth
   Coupe de Grace
   The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Men Return
   The Moon Moth
   The World Between

Green Magic [1979]
   Green Magic
   Liane the Wayfarer
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The Mitr
   The Moon Moth
   The Narrow Land
   The Pilgrims
   The Secret

Lost Moons [1982]
   Foreword
   Assault on a City
   Dream Castle
   Four Hunderd Blackbirds
   Meet Miss Universe
   The Potters of Firsk
   Sabotage on Sulpher Planet
   Seven Exits from Bocz
   Winner Loose All
   The World-Thinker

The Light from a Lone Star [1985] [Small press book, published
               by a Texas SF convention, 
               hasn't been reprinted]
   Cat Island
   First Star I See Tonight
   Hard Luck Diggings
   The Men Return
   Noise
   The Potters of Firsk
   A Vance Encyclopedia [non-fiction, by Jack Vance]

Dust of Far Suns [1981] [Publisher: Zebra]
   See: Future Tense

Hans Verkuil
Toendra 115, 2904 TK
Capelle a/d IJssel
The Netherlands
jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Vance (4 msgs) & Vinge (2 msgs) &
                         Zelazny (10 msgs) & Black Water 2 &
                         Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 13:21:35 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Araminta Station Sequel?

t88_lars_e@maja.teknikum.uu.se (Pelle Hillberg) writes:
>Has anyone heard anything about a sequel to Jack Vance's excellent book
>"Araminta Station". It's been quite a while since it was first published
>and I'm getting rather tired of waiting.

harry@cssoff.syssup.tds.philips.nl (Harry Weseman) writes:

>About 2 years ago, I bought and read Aramintha Station by Jack Vance.  It
>says at the back that it is Book One, and indeed, the ending is such that
>follow-ups can be expected.  I have never found so far a sequel to this
>book. Does anybody know of the existence of a sequel, or whether there is
>one planned, and when?

Is this a 'complot' ? ;-)

Me too.  It has not yet been published in the U.S.  And when it is, the
publisher will probably squeeze the public for hardcover or trade paperback
prices.  Like they're doing with the trade edition of Madouc (Lyonesse
III), on the shelves for months with no sign of regular paperback.  Maybe
you guys will get lucky with a British paperback.

(I don't object to giving money to Vance, but I do object to these
trade-paperback/hardcover squeezing tactics.  It's a volume/price trade-off
that probably benefits the publishers and booksellers, with nothing in it
for the writers and public.  The publishers can cash in the money of the
libraries and the impatient readers, without going to the trouble of mass
edition printings and distribution.  Which they seem glad to do for crap
like Piers A. - two shelves worth of it at one of the stores I frequent,
instead of reprinting Vance's stuff for a new generation of readers.
Baloney baffles brains.)

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 12:57:17 GMT
From: steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)
Subject: Last Lyonesse book? (Was: Re: Araminta Station Sequel?)

While we are on the subject of Vance: When is the third and final book in
the Lyonesse series due?

Previous Lyonesse books:
   "Lyonesse"
   "Lyonesse: The Green Pearl"

Steinar

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 08:08:32 GMT
From: magnus@thep.lu.se (Magnus Olsson)
Subject: Re: Last Lyonesse book? (Was: Re: Araminta Station Sequel?)

steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang) writes:
>While we are on the subject of Vance: When is the third and final book in
>the Lyonesse series due?
>
>Previous Lyonesse books:
>   "Lyonesse"
>   "Lyonesse: The Green Pearl"

The third book, "Lyonesse III: Madouc" has been out in the US for quite
some time, and the paperback edition is now available in Europe, too - at
least here in Sweden. I bought a copy of the British edition about two
weeks ago.

Does anyone know if this third part is supposed to be the last one? It
makes an effort to tie up the loose ends (which means that things happen
really fast at the end), but somehow it didn't feel quite final.

Magnus Olsson
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
University of Lund, Sweden  
Internet: magnus@thep.lu.se 
Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52      

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 15:46:03 GMT
From: wcs@naucse.cse.nau.edu (Bill Schulz)
Subject: Re: Last Lyonesse book? (Was: Re: Araminta Station Sequel?)

magnus%thep.lu.se@Urd.lth.se (Magnus Olsson) writes:
> Does anyone know if this third part [Maduc] is supposed to be the last
> one? It makes an effort to tie up the loose ends (which means that things
> happen really fast at the end), but somehow it didn't feel quite final...

   Yes, Maduc is definitly the last one.  When Jack is finished with a
series, he's FINISHED.  He has lots of ideas for things he wants to do, so
he doesn't have much reason to go back and work more on previous stuff.

Bill Schulz

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 23:50:01 GMT
From: matt@group-w.uchicago.edu (Matt Crawford)
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

>  I believe the one called _Grimm's World_ has less material than a more
>recently released version: _Tatja Grimm's World_.

I'd say "avoid both."  I read the latter a couple years ago and found it
boring and insipid.  The author lacks that rare ability to convincingly
portray person smarter than himself.  (Niven has the ability.  I can't
think of other good examples offhand.)

Matt Crawford
matt@oddjob.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 19:13:01 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

matt@group-w.uchicago.edu (Matt Crawford) writes, referring to Vernor
Vinge: 
> The author lacks that rare ability to convincingly portray person smarter
> than himself.  (Niven has the ability.  I can't think of other good
> examples offhand.)

I agree.  In fact, judging by Vinge's introduction to the first story in
True Names, I imagine that he would also agree.

I think that Olaf Stapledon is probably the classic example of someone who
can write convincingly about a superman.

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618 
austern@lbl.bitnet
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 15:37:32 GMT
From: G.E.Derylo@rutgers.edu
Subject: Another Amber Book

enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf) writes:
>Once again, I shall post my news.  Yes, the tenth book in the Amber series
>(or 5th in the 2nd Amber series, however you look at it) IS due out by
>Morrow Press in December 1991.  It shall be titled, _Prince of Chaos_.

   I have a question on the level of completion. I read the first series
back to back, which really kept the story rolling. However, I read the
first two books in the second set as they were published, but then stopped.
The books were very enjoyable, but I was tired of waiting for the newest
release and having to reread the previous books in order to get up to
speed. I thought I'd wait until the series was finished before I picked it
up again.

   So, without SPOILERS, can anyone predict if this new book will wrap up
the storyline? Is it time for me to restart the series?

Greg Derylo
derylo@mn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 18:23:37 GMT
From: enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf)
Subject: Re: Another Amber Book

Yes, start re-reading if that is your style.  Yes, this book, _Prince of
Shadows_ will finish the previous story.  I'm sure Zelazny will use his
creativity to get us wanting more but, the final book WILL end the previous
conflicts/struggles/plot point, whatever.

Again, happy reading, and I hope December comes MUCH quicker this year!

Andy Wolf

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 00:57:09 GMT
From: larryy@apple.com (Larry Yaeger)
Subject: Re: Another Amber Book

A little over a year ago, at a book signing in Los Angeles, Roger Zelazny
indicated that the 2nd series might run a book or two longer than the 1st
series.  At that time, however, even he was uncertain as to exactly how
many books remained in the series.  Hopefully someone else will have a more
definitive answer for you.

larryy@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 01:12:19 GMT
From: repnomar@elaine37.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's Works

kelly@cs.umn.edu (Shaun P. Kelly) writes:
>eeb1@ellis.uchicago.edu (E Elizabeth Bartley) writes:
>
>(list of Zelazny works omitted)
>
>>If I've left anything out, somebody please tell me?
>
> If my memory not so foggy, didn't he do one with someone by the title of
> Deus Irae or something like that?

Yes.  He and Philip K. Dick co-wrote this one.  As I understand it, PKD was
the one who started it, then they finished it together.

On the subject of Zelazny, I just want to put in another plug for _Doorways
in the Sand_.  Wonderful book, very funny, one of Zelazny's best
protagonists.

Janet 
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 18:24:49 GMT
From: acobley@microcomputer-centre.dundee.ac.uk (andy cobley)
Subject: Re: Zelazny, last defender of camelot

 Elizabeth Bartley mentions a collection of short stories called _The Last
Defender of Camelot_ by Zelazny, Is one of these stories been made into a
Twilight Zone?  I remember one which I am sure was called The Last Defender
of Camelot where Merlin is awakened from his long sleep only to find
himself out of time and place.

Any Ideas ?

Andy Cobley
Microcentre
University Of Dundee
Scotland
acobley@mic.dund.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 14:03:54 GMT
From: G.E.Derylo@rutgers.edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's Works

   Another RZ book is _The Mask of Loki_, co-authored with somebody I'd
never heard of. Although a very colorful novel in spots, I think he must
have done it as a favor (or in response to blackmail...) to the other
author. This is just not the quality of work I've come to expect from the
same man that wrote _Lord of Light_, the Amber series, and a variety of
fantastic short stories. But I suppose it was more enjoyable than those
painfully cliched _Changling_ and _Madwand_ books.

   Your milage may vary.

Greg Derylo
derylo@mn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Subject: Zelazny (was: _Dream Master_)
Date: 17 May 91 18:43:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet

Since there seem to be a discussion about Zelazny's complete works, let me
add that _The Illustrated Zelazny_ was a pretty good book.  The colors and
atmosphere where reasonnably close to my own visualization of his stories
and it contains an original Jack of Shadows story, as well as a great
adaptation of _The Rock Collector_.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 14:31:11 GMT
From: mbm@dsbc.icl.co.uk (Malcolm Mladenovic)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's Works

One that I have not seen mentioned in the original list or followups is

   My Name is Legion

which is a set of four long short-stories about the main character from
"Home is the Hangman", which is included.  I think HitH was the original
and the other stories were added to make a novel-length book, certainly
that is the only one I have seen collected elsewhere (in Unicorn
Variations).

Malcolm Mladenovic
mbm@dsbc.icl.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 23:39:57 GMT
From: sebree@ondine.eng.sun.com (Michael Sebree [OS Technology])
Subject: Re: zelazny's "dream master" amazes me...

dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>frankie@vipunen.hut.fi (Ilkka Malva) writes:
>>...having just finished reading Roger Zelazny's "Dream Master", I'd very
>>much appreciate it if somebody would explain WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED in
>>the very end of the story.  That is to say, I liked the book a great
>>deal,...
>
>He copped out and DIDN'T end it, IMHO.

If you really feel this way, it is more than a little possible that you
missed the point of _The Dream Master_. The story is pretty self-contained,
and the ending is as satisfactory as could be asked for, considering the
theme.

Certainly the story works by some complex methods that put a little more
demand on the reader than the usual run of SF stories. But its demands are
not extraordinary. This is a story that requires that the reader give a
little effort, also, rather than permit himself to be spoon-fed. I found
the effort pretty rewarding.

>>"Dream Master")? and are there any sequels to the book? And furthermore,
>>what else should I read of Zelazny's works?
>
>Try "Lord of Light" for GOOD Zelazny with an actual ending.

That's indeed a matter of opinion. I, for one, wish that we could see
Zelazny write some more work that was as challenging and complex as "He Who
Shapes" (the Nebula winning novella from which _The Dream Master_ was
expanded).  

Michael Sebr'ee
sebree@ondine.Eng.Sun.COM "And

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 08:58:44 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: zelazny's "dream master" amazes me...

dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) says:
>frankie@vipunen.hut.fi (Ilkka Malva) writes:
>>...having just finished reading Roger Zelazny's "Dream Master", I'd very
>>much appreciate it if somebody would explain WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED in
>>the very end of the story.  That is to say, I liked the book a great
>>deal,...
>
>He copped out and DIDN'T end it, IMHO.

   Didn't end it in what way? It seemed complete to me at the time I read
it.  What more would you have said?

   The psychiatrist was driven insane by his student. I guess you could say
that the book's not over because we don't know whether he can be cured or
not, but does that matter to the story? That the main character lost is
what matters, not whether he will live to try it again.  Attachment to what
happens to characters, at the expense of the point of the story, is what
causes empty sequels. People certainly have a right to read books like
these, but I'd rather the author end the book when the story is over, not
the character.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 23:46:03 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: BLACK WATER 2 edited by Alberto Manguel

		   BLACK WATER 2 edited by Alberto Manguel
		  Potter, 1990, ISBN 0-517-57559-0, $14.95.
		      A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   In 1985, Alberto Manguel came out with BLACK WATER, an excellent
anthology of "fantastic" stories from all over the world.  Unlike most
anthologies published in the United States, it was not slanted toward
American or British authors, but had a wide assortment of Latin American,
European, and Asian authors.  Now he has followed that up with BLACK WATER
2, 65 stories of the fantastic from around the world.  These aren't science
fiction stories.  Most aren't horror stories in the usually accepted sense
(of vampires, werewolves, and other such staples), though some are horrific
in nature.  The closest common appellation would be fantasy, though if
you're expecting unicorns and elves, look elsewhere.  (There is a mermaid,
though.)  I found this just a notch below the first anthology in quality,
but still far more interesting than most of what one sees today.  These are
older stories, but for the most part have not been widely reprinted in the
United States (with the possible exceptions of Jerome Bixby's "It a GOOD
Life," Bernard Malamud's "Jewbird," and Arthur C. Clarke's "Nine Billion
Names of God," but even those are known more within the science fiction
community than to the public at large).  Highly recommended.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 21:45:12 GMT
From: mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Looking for a title/author name: HELP

I have been wracking my little brain trying to remember a book.  I remember
the story a bit, but I would like some help with the author/title.  I keep
thinking it's a P.J. Farmer (or maybe a J. Brunner).

Story line:

There is a living space ship.  It is a designed organism.  The captain of
this ship has come into possession of a largish egg-like artifact (ostrich
egg sized, as I recall).  This indestructible object is engraved with
incredibly small images that the captain studies with an electron
microscope.  The egg is highly intelligent but is unable to manipulate the
universe other than to communicate with people.  The egg uses its
intelligence to manipulate humans to do its bidding with such cleverness
that the humans it coaxes become afraid of not doing what it says.  This
egg was created by one of three incredibly old witches.  In this story, the
universe is closed and after some tens of billions of years it always stops
expanding, collapses, and a new big bang creates a new universe.  These
witches have managed to survive three or four such cycles.  The witch that
created the egg is trying to retrieve the egg.

Well, this is just the beginning of the story but I think it might be
enough info to jog the memory of somebody out there.  Please E-mail any
replies, as I seldom have time to do more than quickly browse this
newsgroup.  If I get the title/author I will look for a copy, and after I
verify the title/author I will post the info back to the newsgroup.

I thought it was a very clever story, but I seem to have lost my copy.

Thanks.

Michael McGinnis
Academic Computing Center  
University of Kansas    
Lawrence, Kansas  66045
(913)864-0413
internet: mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
bitnet: mcginnis@ukanvax

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Films - Request Answers (2 msgs) &
                            Akira (2 msgs) & Dune &
                            Nausicaa (3 msgs) &
                            Rocky/Bullwinkle Movie

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 19:35:00 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet.com
Subject: Re: Genesis II (Request Answer)

RSS@calstate.BITNET writes:
>   I *think* "Genesis II" was the title of that one.  I do remember that
>it starred John Saxon, Diana Muldaur, and Ted Cassidy, in what was
>(unfortunately) one of his last roles, if not *the* last.
>
>   There was another movie along the same lines, in which Alex Cord wakes
>up from hypersleep 200 years in the future and ends up in the middle of
>some futuristic class struggle.  In fact, *that* film may have been
>"Genesis II".  Can someone else help me out here?

Let's see if I can clear this up, from memory.  The first movie was
"Genesis II", and it did indeed star Alex Cord, with Mariette Hartley as a
mutant combined good girl/bad girl combination.  Cord played Dylan Hunt, a
20th century man who awakens in the 22nd, after an atomic war.  He is
discovered by Pax, an organization that has totally repudiated killing and
resolves to be destroyed as a community before any of them will kill
another human being.  Hunt is enticed to Terranan (I think), a community of
mutants that use a device called a "stim" to subjugate their servants
kidnapped from other communities; the "stim" directly stimulates the
pain/pleasure centers of the brain.  After many adventures (as usual) Hunt
helps the servants discover the stim factory, which they use to zap the
living hell out of the mutants; uses an atomic warhead (which the mutants
were going to use against Pax) to destroy their atomic power station, and
returns in triumph, only to have a change of heart and forswear killing in
order to join Pax.  Ted Cassidy was also in this film.  The sub shuttle was
a big part of it as well.

The second film was called "Planet Earth".  It starred John Saxon as Dylan
Hunt; Cassidy was the only other cast member in both (aside from small
parts - I think Majel Barret made it into both).  The plot is as given in
the original thread.

Differences between the two:

  Genesis II had the surviving society in a much more primitive state.  I
think the network did not like this (I liked the combination of homespun
habits and sub shuttles) so Planet Earth had Pax as a haven of high tech.

  Cast differences were mostly due to differences in schedules, I believe.

  Planet Earth had an additional character called an "esper", who could
read minds.  Good material for later.

  In Planet Earth, Pax is pretty much on top.  Genesis II portrayed Pax as
possibly destroyed at any moment, by enemies whose technology was possibly
as good or greater.

The sub shuttle, anesthetic darts, and anti-killing streak ran through
both.

The last movie I remember the least well; I think it was called Ark II.
Pax is now a plot device, and John Saxon (I think his name was still Dylan)
and a couple of sidekicks are driving around in a futuristic tank called an
ark.  They are trying to find Pax again.  They have a couple of adventures,
one with a clone maker and one with a primitive culture that exists on the
Regulations of the Park Service (saved from the atomic war).  Gene
Roddenberry had nothing to do with this one; it was pretty bad.

I have always had my doubts about Gene Roddenberry's moral distinctions,
and Genesis II confirmed them.  He made a big point about the morally
superior stand of Pax, and contrasted it against this world's morals.  He
seemed to think that the resolution to never kill was a great moral step
forward.  In spite of this, the Pax team thinks nothing about setting up a
situation where the downtrodden elements would capture stims and zap the
living hell out of the mutants, killing them in terrible agony by continued
pain center stimulation.  Am I the only one who sees a conflict in this?
Similarly in Star Trek: TNG Picard is willing to let a large percentage of
an entire planetary population die of drug withdrawal rather than violate
the Prime Directive; yet when it comes to the painless death of one of his
own crew (Wesley) the Prime Directive goes out the window.  He sees no
incongruity here.  I disagree.

Dave Barton
barton@i2wash.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 17:30:00 GMT
From: SINGER_S@ctstateu.bitnet
Subject: Info on F/X 2.

I received the following from Glenn Waddell Jr. (WADDELL@KNOX) in response
to my question about F/X 2:

Hello Scott,
   This is in reply to your question about FX/2.  I would reply to the
list, but I do not have access to edunet.  Feel free to forward this to the
list (SF-lovers) if you wish.
   I really enjoyed FX/2.  I did not see the first one, but any information
that was missing was supplied by the sequel.  The amount of time between
the first and the second kind of made this neccesary I feel, because even
those who did see the first one would forget important items.
   The special effects that were produced looked very real, and it was a
suprise when you realized that it all was a special effect.  The ending has
a very crazy plot twist (no spoiler here though, must see it to believe
it).  The twist makes sense now that I think about it, but in the theater
it was a complete suprise.
   No real problems with the acting or photography, I feel that they did a
fairly good job on them.  Good storyline, really neat effects, and a
minimum of dead bodies.  The bodies occur, but they are not dwelled upon,
and the killing is downplayed a bit.  More fun for the money.
   Well, that is all.  I recommend the movie for two hours of fun.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 18:18:32 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Re: AKIRA

OK, Bill, you didn't think that the voice-acting was as bad as I did. To be
blunt, I have to disagree.  For one thing, when a motorcycle gang (even a
Japanese one) ends up sounding like a '90's version of the Bowery Boys, my
gag reflex tends to punch up "Reject".  Likewise,when a leading character
(the Colonel) ends up getting a voice-over in which the actor growls so
much that one has to wonder whether he was trying to be unintentionally
funny or not, I have to wonder why they would hire that guy in the first
place unless Streamline was dumb enough to write a working script which
emphasized that growl.  There's other stuff I could mention that really
stuck in my craw (such as Kaneda's gang's girlfriends sounding like cliched
1930's gangster molls, or the fact that some of the voice-acting was so
stiff and uninvolved that it could've been phoned in for all the actors
seemed to care), but I don't need to.  Streamline's production job speaks
for itself and negatively so, I might add.

Likewise,is it _really_ necessary for mass-marketed translations of Anime
to sound so hokey? Whenever I've seen untranslated Anime,I can't understand
all of the words but, the voice-acting sounds convincing, nevertheless.
Why?  Because the Japanese production company went to the trouble of
actually training the voice actors to_interact_ with the script and sound
natural. I have strong doubts that Streamline took this approach,and
knowing that they're an American production company which probably takes a
typical American approach to animation ("Eh,it's only a cartoon-only kids
are going to watch it, so why bother putting any energy or money into it?")
production sort of confirms my theory.  Actually, it doesn't matter _where_
the voice actors came from - if they were directed to sound like they did,
then it's still Streamline's fault for not attempting to troubleshoot
before the film went into final production.

Eh, enough of this.  Like I said, it was great to see AKIRA on the Big
Screen which is why I'd recommend anybody seeing it but, the voices can,
and should, be ignored.

Chris Krolczyk
U19807@UICVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 05:07:00 GMT
From: telly!masnet!rose!larry.hadley@zoo.toronto.edu (LARRY HADLEY)
Subject: AKIRA

I saw it a couple of times on tape. I must admit, there is a lot of
material there to absorb - definitely better fiction than most juvenile
North American stuff. I rather enjoyed it.

Akira was obviously an ordinary person that somehow acquired what could be
considered superhuman powers and progressed to "godhood" through some force
of evolution - a superior form of humanity, if you will.

I don't take this stuff seriously, of course, but it makes damned good
reading/viewing material. The effects were great.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 20:34:13 GMT
From: IACRPM@asuacad.bitnet ("R. Pearce-Moses")
Subject: Dune (more opinions)

I thought the treatment of the Harkonnen was not too far from what Herbert
intended.  The H. are (were? will be?) suffering from the decadency of
excess - excess earned through their cunning and ruthlessness.  The Baron
was portrayed as having a brain and it was implied that Feyh had gotten the
brains; the beast's role was miserable.

What bothered me most about the whole thing was that the H.'s evil was
symbolized by their homosexuality and incestuousness.  I found this
homophobia horribly off-putting.

Richard Pearce-Moses
(602) 965-9276

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 21:45:47 GMT
From: AR402004@brownvm.brown.edu (Steven Feldman)
Subject: NAUSICAA--the manga and the anime

Dear Folks,
   Something about the NAUSICAA OF THE VALLEY OF THE WIND anime has been
bothering me for awhile and I thought it might prove productive to share
it.  I recalled that somebody, somewhere quoted Miyazaki as saying that he
was displeased with the ending (which was his own) to the anime.  I dug
throught my files (and piles) yesterday and stumbled across the article
with the quote in it.  It was from none other than ANIMAG #9, which, to the
best of my knowledge, has the most in-depth coverage of Miyazaki yet seen
in English (If anyone knows better, please let me know).
   Here's the quote (from page 13):

      Despite near-universal critical acclaim, Miyazaki has expressed
      dissatisfaction with the film's ending.  "I wanted to stop the 
      Ohmu in front of Nausicaa but there was no way they could stop
      ... Nausicaa died throwing her life away," Miyazaki said during 
      an interview.

      "It was inevitable.  But then, when Nausicaa is lifted up by the
      Ohmu, into the morning, bringing light into the golden field, it 
      turns into a religious painting.  I was distressed but there was 
      no other way, in my opinion, to end the film.  I didn't intend 
      to make her Joan of Arc."

   This seems odd to me, since the painting of the prince with the bird on
the shoulder walking through the golden field is used as fore-shadowing in
(both the manga and) the anime (if I remember correctly).  Isn't Nausicaa
*supposed* to be a messianic figure?  After seeing the WARRIORS OF THE WIND
video (the full Japanese version, NAUSICAA OF THE VALLEY OF THE WIND, has,
minus the end-credit's still pictures, the same ending), I assumed that the
manga would eventually follow suit much in the way the AKIRA manga is
turning out to have roughly the same ending as the AKIRA anime but,
Miyazaki's comments above suggest otherwise.  What is he up to?  The
storyline with the Forest People that just began developing in Vol.2, #3 &
4 of Viz's manga translations reminds me of the "Swamp Thing-like creatures
from outer space" sequence from THE JOURNEY OF SHUNA in that there seems to
be a prophesy on the verge of being fulfilled somewhere with Nausicaa as a
sort of mutation of the Forest People, or harbinger of inter-species
detente or something along those lines.
   Please feel free to share your opinions on the above.  The NAUSICAA
manga is what introduced me to Miyazaki and I'd love to discuss it.

Steven Feldman
ar402004@brownvm.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 15:54:05 GMT
From: telly!comspec!mikem@zoo.toronto.edu (Ragnarok)
Subject: Re: NAUSICAA--the manga and the anime

I don't think Miyazaki's ideas were ever to turn Nausicaa into any sort of
messianic figure.  She was just supposed to be the harbinger, the Cassandra
of her time, to be able to show her people their own folly.  Ultimately, it
was still up to her people to take action in a timely fashion.

There is a quote in the very first issue of the English-language version of
Kaze no Tani no Nausicaa (which I do not have at the moment) which
illustrates this idea.  It goes something like this: "Nausicaa does not
save people.  She merely points the way to salvation."  The prophesy of the
tapestry could have come about in a less-dramatic way, and it could also
have been slightly inaccurate in its portrayal (as indeed it was).  The
written prophesy also mentions nothing of this person saving humankind for
all time; it merely states (it goes something like "...A person, clad in
blue shall stand in a golden field, find the bond between human beings and
the lost Earth and lead us to the pure land...".  The prophecy (and
tapestry) continue past this point, implying that there is more that will
happen and that Nausicaa does not represent humankind's ultimate salvation.

Remember, Yupa was actively searching (self-appointed or assigned by royal
decree?) for the person of the prophecy.  This implies that there is an
expectation that the prophecy must have something to it.  This in turn
implies that parts of the tapestry prophecy have come true in the past.  So
the tapestry does not begin (or end) with Nausicaa; it is just one more
prophecy in a tapestry that has already yielded several successful
predictions in all probability.  Enlarging that role and making Nausicaa to
be more divinely important than she really is must have been disappointing
for Miyazaki, since his idea seemed to be that the story of Nausicaa was
being played out against a grander backdrop of prophecy where she was just
one of many harbingers of the future for humankind to see, consider and
then possibly choose to follow or ignore, to their eventual
salvation/extinction.  This over-emphasis on Nausicaa's role diminishes
that grand backdrop greatly, making it seem as if nothing so important will
ever happen again in the world of Nausicaa's people, which does not seem to
have been Miyazaki's idea.

mikem@comspec.UUCP
telly!comspec!mikem@zoo.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 05:29:26 GMT
From: news@ucrmath.ucr.edu (mr. news)
Subject: Re: NAUSICAA--the manga and the anime

   I thought that at the end of one of the English editions of the NAUSICAA
comic (or manga, as some may prefer) that it was explained that Miyazaki:
            
      1) Hasn't finished the story yet, and is not sure
         how it would end.
             
      2) Plans to eventually have something about a mature
         Nausicaa who rules her kingdom as a queen.
            
      3) As in AKIRA, popularity may prod Miyazaki to extend the
         story way beyond what he originally intended.
         (The AKIRA comic also goes far beyond the movie)
 
   Perhaps, you haven't read all the English editions yet.  In any case,
I'm waiting for the next NAUSICAA movie to come out; and the next Japanese
volume of the NAUSICAA epic is due to come out later this year, I believe,
with the English translation following soon (hopefully).
   
   I think that Nausicaa was not intended to be fully messianic, since that
would tend to distance what I believe Miyazaki wanted to be a very human
character (as opposed to a superhero or slick protagonist). I think the
messianic note was better suited for the film and not really useful except
as a passing image in the manga, since it will continue far beyond the
scope of any film.  Miyazaki's doubts are probably those of a creator who
hasn't quite pinned down who Nausicaa is supposed to be.
   
   We'll just have to keep reading and see what he has in mind for our
heroine next.

Jee Hoon Lee
mito@watnxt2.ucr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 16:36:06 GMT
From: Richard.Travsky@samba.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky)
Subject: Rocky & Bullwinkle Movie

Quite by chance I was flipping through this week's People Magazine and
spotted an interview with June Foray (hope I remembered that right).  She
did many of the voices for the original Rocky & Bullwinkle show.  Anyway,
the article states that the distributor for the movie (which is apparently
all done and in the can) went broke and so the movie is sitting on a shelf
somewhere.  Such a waste...

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Television - Requests (2 msgs) & Quantum Leap &
                           Knight Rider 2000 (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 04:21:45 GMT
From: jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.)
Subject: Request

A question:
   Does anybody remember the 1970's show called UFO? And are there any
episodes of it on video tape? If so where can I get them?

   Thanks.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 19:35:29 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: TV pilot(?) - The Craft

I recently received a piece of mail regarding "a tv pilot" for a show to be
called "The Craft".  Does anyone here have information regarding this show?
Is it spec.fic. or fan.?  If it's of net interest, by all means post it
here.  If not, please e-mail at the above address.  A letter-writing
campaign is being instituted, and I want a second opinion before I stick my
29 cents in.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 16:56:37 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - "Nuclear Family" *SPOILERS*

Shall we do some spoilers today?

Nuclear Family
October 26, 1962

Air Date: May 15, 1991	
Writer: Paul Brown
Director: James Whitmore, Jr.
Guest Cast: Timothy Carhart, Kurt Fuller, Kim Flowers, Robert Hy Gorman, 
Candy Hutson

Sam finds himself the brother of a fallout shelter salesman during the
Cuban Missle Crisis and has to try to defuse a potentially explosive
situation when panic sets in on the night of John Kennedy's speech to the
nation.

Sam leaps into the middle of an air raid drill in the family fallout
shelter.  Al arrives and informs him that in a few days, Mack, the leapee's
brother will be jailed for shooting his neighbor in a panic over the
crisis.  The family seems doomed to lose everything because of the shooting
(not to mention the neighbor's losing his LIFE) and Sam is there to prevent
it.

Poor Sam had the task of trying to convince people that "maybe it will all
blow over... This will all look differently next week...  The Russian
people are just like us...."  News reports out of Cuba tell a different
story and the paranoia mounts.

Mack's son Stevie insists he's going to protect his family from the
Russkies whom he is convinced are going to invade their home and kill his
family.  The toy guns he wears in a holster offer him some security while
he and his sister practice their "duck and cover" drills.  Mack, in the
meantime is still trying to sell a shelter to his neighbor Bert, who
finally agrees to buy at the last minute.

In a desperate measure, Sam steals Mack's keys and removes the shells from
the shotgun in the shelter, and takes the rest of the ammo and buries it in
the yard for safekeeping.  Good idea, but the family dog (named "Sam")
finds them, digs them up and decides to chew on his new snack in the living
room.  Sam (Beckett :) distracts doggie with a rubber mouse, allowing Mack
to get the shells away from him.  Mack confronts Sam about his odd
behaviour and stealing his keys to get at the shells, and orders him out of
the house.

Sam sticks around until that night, and while they are arguing, a bulletin
interrupts programming to broadcast an address from the president.  Kennedy
no sooner starts talking when the power goes out and sirens start wailing,
sending the family into a panic.

The family climbs into the shelter and begins to lock it up when a pounding
is heard at the door - it is their neighbor who wants in.  Bert, the
neighbor won't go away and is threatening to force his way in, when Mack
gets the shotgun which he has replaced in the shelter and loads it,
intending to shoot or scare Bert away.

Bert and Mack are fighting at the top of the ladder, and Sam tries
desperately to break it up.  Sam kicks at the gun as it goes off, missing
Bert.  As he and Mack fight over the gun, Stevie lifts a matress and
removes a handgun that is hiding in a box below it, then he climbs the
ladder to leave through the rear exit of the shelter. Al shows up screaming
at Sam that it was just a blackout and the civil defense operator panicked
and set off the sirens. Then he tells Sam that Bert wasn't killed by a the
shotgun, it was a .38!  Sam, putting 2 and 2 together, yells to Mack that
Stevie was outside and he had a gun.  When Mack sees Stevie gone, they
climb the back door ladder to the outside world and find Stevie pointing
the gun at Bert.

Bert is trying to pry the door open, and in the night fog, to Stevie's
eyes, Bert looks like a uniformed Russian soldier pointing a gun into the
shelter.  He fires but misses.  By this time, Sam and Mack have found their
way out of the shelter and are trying to convince Stevie that Bert wasn't a
Russian.  Poor Stevie still sees the Russian and fires again.  They
couldn't reach him fast enough to grab the gun, so Sam yells at Stevie,
"here it comes!  Duck and cover!!"  Steve instinctively throws himself to
his face, allowing Sam and Mack to retrieve the weapon, saving Bert's life.

The crisis is over, the missles are being packed up for shipment back to
the USSR and Mack is effectively out of business.  He has materials and
crews, but no shelters to build.  Sam offers that he should instead of
selling shelters, should just sell pools. He could "sell fun instead of
fear".  Mack likes the idea and Al tells Sam that he goes on to be the
biggest pool salesman in South Florida.  Sam leaps (more on this later!!!).

This was a scary episode, even if there wasn't too much action in the
story.  They instead let the unfolding crisis develop the fear and paranoia
that would lead to the fatal shooting on the night of the president's
speech.

We also got a little more of a glimpse into Sam and Al's past lives.  Sam
grew up in the country and so was relatively untouched by the crisis he was
reliving.  His experience with the period was his mother canning like mad.
Al on the other hand had flown an F4 Phantom Escort over Cuba during the
crisis and knew exactly how close to "the brink" we came. Of all people, he
appreciated what the country was going through.

I remember the air raid drills, and the troop movements in 1960's
Rochester, but not much else about this particular crisis.  My sister and I
were fighting (as usual :) when they broke in with Kennedy's speech to the
world about the missles, and I remember my mother crying in a panic that we
were going to have an atomic war.  I didn't really know what that was, and
I didn't really want to find out either.  Not a fun time to be around.

Some random comments:

I loved Al's appearing at the wrong level in the beginning "what's wrong
with this picture?".  Why not?  Even though Sam is underground in the
shelter when Al pops in, Al does have control over the placement of his
image in the past and would be able to adjust it easily.

The dog named Sam.  Sam's reaction to hearing the dog being called in the
beginning was beautiful. :-)

Sam getting caught leaving the shelter with the bullets.  He must have been
down there longer than he thought, because when he came out, there sits mom
with kiddies doing their "family thangs" in the yard.  Can't let them see
him hiding the bullets, now can we? :-)

I wondered in the beginning if it wasn't Stevie who shot the neighbor, the
way he was brandishing those toy guns.  It would make perfect sense for
Mack to take the blame for the shooting.  I was only mildly surprised to
find I was right.

When Sam buried the ammo in the garden, I thought it was a bad idea,
because a dog would probably come along and dig it up.  Then, seeing Sam
the dog in the background sniffing around, I KNEW that's what would happen.
Embarrassment ensues.

I love Al's purple jacket in this!

The leap in for next week's episode (I *said* there'd be more on this later
:) was absolutely the scariest thing I've seen in a long time.  Poor Sam,
still disoriented from the leap is immediately struck across the face, and
is shocked.  YIKES!!!!!  That "orderly" or technician (whoever he was, it
didn't say) looked to be one nasty cowboy!  I would say that from the looks
of how this starts, Sam's "mission" there is going to be irrelevant.  Looks
as if he has other things to worry about, eh?

I HATE cliffhangers!!!!!!!  The last good cliffhanger was at the end of the
fourth year of Miami Vice, and the resolution was held up for over a month
because of that writers' strike.  Believe me, if there are ANY Hollywood
strikes this summer, there will be hell to pay. (1/2 :) ).

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 18:38:20 GMT
From: DSS1@utahlib.bitnet
Subject: Knight Rider 2000

   Last knight I watched Knight Rider 2000.  I noticed an obvious setup for
a potential new series or series of TV movies.  Does anyone know whether or
not they are planning something?

   Here's my ratings for the show (using a -10 to +10 scale).

Plot/Story: +5  Good enough that I watched the whole show.
Acting: -1  Most of it was stiff.  If Hasselhoff ever wins an Oscar I'll
            kiss my aunt Petunia's beh...you get the idea.
FX: +1  Nothing to get excited about, but tolerable.
Setting (Year 2000):  -4  Too many outlandish ideas.  The cryogenic sleep
            for criminals was totally annoying.
Science (Pseudo-science): -8  This was the shows biggest problem.
            Obviously there was no scientific consultant for this show.
            There was just about no gimmick that they used that I didn't
            groan about by the time they finished explaining its purpose.
            The worst scene was when Kitt stimulated the woman's memories
            by sending an electrical current through the gearshift.
Jokes/Puns: -2  Real groaners most of the time.  Kitt's lines were about
            the only tolerable jokes.
James Doohan: +5  While I was embarrased to be a Star Trek fan at that
            moment, Scotty's" appearance was the only part that made me
            actually laugh (that was supposed to make me laugh anyway).
Overall: -2 I won't bother to watch this show ever again.  If they are
            planning on making a series or series of movies, they better
            fix several things first.

David R. Sanderson

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 19:08:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Knight Rider 2000

   Knight Rider 2000 was on last night (yeah, I know).  Spoilers follow:

   It starts off with a scene in a co-ed dressing room in the San Antonio
police station.  One cop says to the other, "don't get your partner
killed."  Next we see the cop get shot in the head.  The people who shot
her believe that she has no memory of the occurrence but, later she regains
her memory and goes around trying to get the people who killed (oops, shot)
her.  Later the guy who shot her falls from a great height, and dies.  It
also has a big private contractor trying to interest the police force to
buy their heavy duty law-enforcement devices, saying that the new crimes of
the new century require heavy duty leaw-enforcement devices.
   Sound familiar?
   If you guessed "Robocop" you're not alone.  Someone who was watching it
with me noticed first the similarities between the two.  Then, once he
pointed one out, the rest appeared.  Really weird.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 18:38:26 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

DSS1@utahlib.BITNET writes:
>  Last knight I watched Knight Rider 2000.  I noticed an obvious setup
   [lots of negative review deleted]
>Overall: -2 I won't bother to watch this show ever again.  If they are
>            planning on making a series or series of movies, they better
>            fix several things first.

   First, I have to wonder what you EXPECTED when you watched it. I saw a
fair amount of the original show, and it had all the flaws you list above.
I certainly wouldn't expect a revival show to be any better than the
original. Don't get me wrong, I kind of liked "Knight Rider", but it wasn't
for acting, science, or any of that other stuff; I liked seeing that neat
car fly through the air, take bullets like confetti, and sometimes hearing
KITT's wiseass remarks.
   I liked both "The Six Million Dollar Man" and "Airwolf" for the same
reasons, though in my PERSONAL opinion they were slightly better in the
acting and plotline categories (usually).  But basically such shows are
there so you can watch the superhuman or supertechnology beat up on obvious
bad guys. Sit back and drop your brain in the nearest convenient
receptacle, and do not reinstall it until later.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 20:15:53 GMT
From: gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu (Haydon)
Subject: Knight Rider 2000

Well, I've heard a lot of references to another posting on this show, but I
haven't seen it yet, so here's my thoughts:

As compared to the original series, this movie was just a BUMMER.  Blech!
Even...

Spoilers ahead, mateys! (Hey, its just a TV movie, but you never know...)

Ok. Did anyone else read 'recycled original 1st episode' into this?  Back
when KR started, we had Michael as cop, Michael stumbles on some nasty
criminal, nasty shoots Michael in the head, Wilton Knight does some nice
work on Michael, Michael gets KITT, KITT does some neat tricks, baddies get
wasted. Meanwhile, Wilton dies, Devon takes over, everyone is snide to each
other.

Here we had much the same set-up, just merge Devon and Michael into Wilton
clone, but Maddox as Devon, and Shawn as Michael. KITT stays KITT,
fortunately.

I forgave them for that, but let's face it. They left one hell of a lot
unexplained.

 1) Devon always ran the Foundation 'hands on'. For Maddox to have
    disassembled KITT without his knowledge is extremely doubtful.

 2) Since when would the Foundation have run out of cash? Jeez....

 3) Michael? Burn-out? Right... Every show he ever tried to, and there were
    a couple, something would happen and he'd come right back.

 4) Micheal? A cybertechnician? Right... Seriously, where the hell did 
    Michael learn to reassemble series 2000 hardware, much less install it
    in a series 4000 vehicle? Did the fish teach him? Or could they just
    not find anyone to play Bonnie or April? *sigh*

 And besides all this nice stuff, I just couldn't get into _any_ of the
characters. David Hasselhoff has learned how to act through the years, but
he forgot what Michael Knight was in the process. He acted as much like
Michael as Devon >:) Maddox was just a jerk, well-meaning, but still a
jerk. Devon was in character, but he got wasted (I _really_ got upset
here.).  KITT was more of a wise-ass then ever, but that's OK. Shawn seemed
artificial _before_ getting one of KITT's chips. The Knight 4000 had me
thinking KARR the minute I heard Maddox say that it wasn't very human. If
anyone remembers that _great_ first season show, KARR's whole problem was
that he lacked KITT's humanity. Oh well, at least they got rid of Super
Pursuit Mode (ugh!).

  To top it all off, the plot wasn't particularly exciting, the music was
downright _relaxing_ (what happened to the dum-dum-dum-DUH stuff? *sigh*).
The effects SUCKED. Virtual Reality? ppht. WHY? What do you need VR for in
a bloody car? Can't you just overlay a HUD-type effect? I mean, look out
the damn window, guys!!! The 4000 didn't even break 60 the whole show, KITT
had the damn water wings back in the days with April (and _he_ went onto
the ocean, not some sissy river! >:) ), I never figured out if the 4000 had
a molecularly bonded shell or not, since they never drove into bullets,
explosions or anything. (Come to think of it, what happened to KITT's
Trans-Am shell? How do you get rid of something that's indestructible?).
All I really saw was a Sonic Stunner (rah.), infrared imaging (KITT used to
do that with just his 'scanners') and nothing else, really. Blech.

To sum up, I'm really quite glad Channel 46 here re-runs the original
series, leaving me the freedom to consider this the Star Trek 5 of Knight
Rider.  It never really happened! NO!!!

P.S. Didn't the future just SUCK in general? Letting Charlie Manson out...
*sheesh*. Not to mention that the 4000 really blends in for undercover
work..._right_.

Donald Morris
Box 24815
Ga. Tech Station
gt1759c@prism.gatech.edu
vapspze@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 02:28:47 GMT
From: ras671@unhd.unh.edu (Robert A Seace)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

gt1759c@prism.gatech.EDU (Haydon) writes:
>As compared to the original series, this movie was just a BUMMER.  Blech!

   I never saw much of the series, so I can't say.  But, I didn't think
that it was that bad.  It was certainly better than I was expecting from
it.  And, James Doohan made the movie for me. :-)

Robert A. Seace
ras671@unhd.unh.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 20:18:10 GMT
From: 6600tjkd@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mad Hatter)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000


What I REALLY HATED about the show was their method of criminal punishment.
I thought that the POINT of being in prison was that sensation of
captivity! I KNOW that that is the reason I'VE tried to avoid experiencing
it!!!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Miscellaneous - Transformations (16 msgs) &
                                Evolved Humans (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 09:53:33 GMT
From: ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com
Subject: Transformations....

"The Shattered World" by Michael Reaves is a fantasy novel with an
interesting twist. It is one of the truly 'original' books I have read
recently.

There is a fair amount of shape changing both voluntary, and involuntary in
it.

Robert Fisch
System Development Officer II
Security Pacific Automation Co.
New York

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 20:56:35 GMT
From: Dan_Bloch@transarc.com
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky) writes:
> There is a relatively classic short story of a space-wrecked man
> transformed into an alien by an alien city, allowing him to survive.  The
> author and title are long forgotten, but the final scene has the hero
> smoothing his whiskers and having a tail.  Anyone with more on this one,
> please jump in.

`The Enchanted Village,` by A.E. Van Vogt

Dan Bloch
dan@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 03:25:43 GMT
From: jagat!rwhite@crash.cts.com (Robert White)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

_Moon of Three Rings_ P McKillip (I think) - about a man who intervenes in
the destruction of an animal and is killed by the "owner" a witch transfers
his essence into the animal.  They search for a human(esque) body for him
before he becomes the animal for real.  The story is told from three
different perspectives.

Robert C. White Jr.
rwhite@jagat       
rwhite@nusdecs     

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 22:42:43 GMT
From: greyfire@ecst.csuchico.edu (Thomas L. Talley)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

rwhite@jagat.uucp (Robert White) writes:
>_Moon of Three Rings_ P McKillip (I think) - about a man who intervenes in
>the destruction of an animal and is killed by the "owner" a witch
>transfers his essence into the animal.  They search for a human(esque)
>body for him before he becomes the animal for real.  The story is told
>from three different perspectives.

Actually it was Andre Norton who wrote that.  Its sequel is 'Exiles of the
Stars'.  Both are good solid Andre Norton books.

Continuing the thread is Scott Wheeler's 'Matters of Form'.  Which uses a
very advanced genetic virus to induce shapechanging.

Tom Talley
greyfire@cscihp.ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 12:48:56 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

A truly bizarre "transformation" story is "A GNOME THERE WAS" by Henry
Kuttner.  More like fantasy than SF, but just a suggestion.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 18:25:32 GMT
From: bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt)
Subject: Transformation/gender changing  stories/books/movies needed

With the movie Switch out I was wondering what other movies, books,
stories, TV shows have used this theme (gender swapping) . Even mind
sharing or other techniques I would like to know about. Some that I am
aware of are:

Movies:
   Switch
   Cleo/Leo
   Deathstalker (one scene, flunky turned into Barbi Benton)

Books/Stories:
   Chalker books in general
   Love Conquers  (Asimov)

TV Shows:
   Gilligan's Island (episode where they go to mad doctor's island)
   Star Trek (Turnabout Intruder)

Thanks in advance for any replies.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 17:00:57 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing  stories/books/movies needed

bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt) writes:
>With the movie Switch out I was wondering what other movies, books,
>stories, TV shows have used this theme (gender swapping) . Even mind
>sharing or other techniques I would like to know about. Some that I am
>aware of are:

>Books/Stories:

Truman Capote's _Myra Breckenridge_.  This was made into a movie that
starred (get this) Rex Reed as Myron and Racquel Welch as the post-op Myra.

>TV Shows:

Quantum Leap episodes:
   What Price Gloria?
   Another Mother
   Miss Deep South
   8 1/2 Months

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 22:58:50 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing  stories/books/movies needed

bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt) writes:
>With the movie Switch out I was wondering what other movies, books,
>stories, TV shows have used this theme (gender swapping).

How about:

Books:

_Triton_, by Samuel R. Delany 
_When Gravity Fails_, by George Alec Effinger
_The Left Hand of Darkness_, by Ursula Le Guin 
_Wild Seed_, by Octavia Butler

Heinlein wrote a book about this, but I never read it and I can't remember
what it's called.

Stories:

"Options," "Picnic on Nearside," "The Phantom of Kansas" and innumerable
   other stories by John Varley
"A Day in the Skin (or, The Century We Were Out of Them)," by Tanith Lee.

Movies:

"All of Me"

Borderline cases:

(These stories don't literally include a physical transformation of a man
into a woman or vice versa, but they do include gender reversals of one
kind or another.)

"No Woman Born," by C.L. Moore
"The Mystery of the Young Gentleman" and "What Did You Do During the
   Revolution, Grandma?" by Joanna Russ
"Bloodchild," by Octavia Bulter

That's all that I can think of off the top of my head.

Janet Lafler
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 03:52:19 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing  stories/books/movies needed

repnomar@leland (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>Heinlein wrote a book about this, but I never read it and I can't remember
>what it's called.

_I Will Fear No Evil_ by RAH is about a man who has his brain transplanted
into the body of his beautiful secretary (who just happens to have the same
rare blood type).  If that sounds contrived, it's because, well, it *is*
contrived.  (IMAO)

>Stories:
>
>"Options," "Picnic on Nearside," "The Phantom of Kansas" and innumerable
>   other stories by John Varley

All the stories in Varley's "Nine Worlds" series (Including _Ophiuchi
Hotline_, and most of the stories in _The Persistence of Vision_, all (I
think) the stories in _Picnic On Farside_ (aka _The Barbie Murders_), and
possibly others as well take place in a society where genetic engineering
is highly developed, and sex-change operations are as easy as having a
clone grown, and transplanting your brain into it.

Of course, not all of the stories in this series deal with gender changes
as the central theme, but (at least for me), they are much like potatoe
chips: once you have one, you can't stop until you've had them all. :-D

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 16:44:37 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

You can probably add almost _anything_ by Jack Chalker to the list.  It
seems like almost every one of his novels incorporates someone who is
transformed or switches bodies with someone else or has their sex-reversed
or species changed.  It might almost make a good contest to come up with a
Jack Chalker novel that _doesn't_ include at least one such individual
however minor or seemingly irrelevant to the storyline.

howie@apal.boeing.com
uw-beaver!bcsaic!apal!howie

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 16:48:54 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

Also add "Mindswap" by Robert Sheckley.

howie@apal.boeing.com
uw-beaver!bcsaic!apal!howie

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 15:09:38 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories/books needed

howie@ssc-vax.UUCP writes:
> You can probably add almost _anything_ by Jack Chalker to the list.  It
> seems like almost every one of his novels incorporates someone who is
> transformed or switches bodies with someone else or has their
> sex-reversed or species changed.  It might almost make a good contest to
> come up with a Jack Chalker novel that _doesn't_ include at least one
> such individual however minor or seemingly irrelevant to the storyline.

WAR IN (OF?) THE SHADOWS fits the bill since it had no supernatural
elements that I can think of.  It was one of his less readable works.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 20:01:03 GMT
From: ffujita@s.psych.uiuc.edu (Frank Fujita)
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing stories/books/movies

Also by Heinlein is "All you Zombies" in THE UNPLEASANT PROFESSION OF
JONATHAN HOAG.  In it one person is his own mother, father, and mate.  Oh,
did I mention that it was a time travel story too?  A time travel
tour-de-force, with gender switching on the side.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 15:03:15 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing stories/books/movies

ffujita@s.psych.uiuc.edu (Frank Fujita) writes:
>Also by Heinlein is "All you Zombies" in THE UNPLEASANT PROFESSION OF
>JONATHAN HOAG.  In it one person is his own mother, father, and mate.  Oh,
>did I mention that it was a time travel story too?  A time travel
>tour-de-force, with gender switching on the side.

Which reminds me very much of David Gerrold's _The Man Who Folded Himself_.
The hero in this book was time travelling, gender switching, fiddling about
with female versions of himself, the works.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 00:51:20 GMT
From: das1417@isc.rit.edu (Grenadier)
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing  stories/books/movies needed

OK, some more are:

   THE HIDDEN - villian is a body-switching alien, who seems to enjoy
      either gender (and even a dog at one point!)

   CAMELOT 3000 - Mini-series turned graphic novel from DC.  Features
      the Knights of Camelot reincarnated.  Sir Tristam comes back
      as a woman, and isn't too thrilled about it.

   I WILL FEAR (SEE?) NO EVIL - by Robert Heinlein - lead character is
      an elderly businessman who gets his brain transplanted into a
      young female body after he dies.

   Guardians of the Galaxy - comic from Marvel - had a two characters 
      who until recently shared a single body.  The body transformed
      whenever one or the other was dominant. (Starhawk and Aleta.)

   ALL OF ME - movie - Lily Tomlin shares a body with Steve Martin

David Stumme 
das1417@ritvax.bitnet 
das1417@ultb.isc.rit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 17:56:54 GMT
From: mary_jannausch@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: Re:  Transformation stories / books needed

I'd like to add another title: C.S. Friedman's _The Madness Season_.  This
one's worth reading at least twice.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 05:47:39 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: More Evolved Humans

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>   And in the old old pulps (Weird Tales) there was a marvelous story
> about an honest-to-god superman (written because John Campbell said it
> couldn't be done): "But Without Horns". I believe it has been reprinted
> in a collection called "Weird Tales", as the second in a series of Weird
> Tales reprints.

   Norvell W. Page's "BUT WITHOUT HORNS" is a rare one, not often
reprinted.  The only copy I've ever seen was an original issue of an
"UNKNOWN," then 35 years old (now fifty-plus).  The owner would *not* allow
me to make a copy, although I was permitted to read it while wearing cotton
gloves.  Even neutralized, old acid-pulp paper is fragile.

   "BUT WITHOUT HORNS" grew out of one of John W. Campbell's constant
challenges to his writers; in this case, it was, "How can you portray a
superman, when you are NOT one yourself, and can't think or function at
that level?"  Campbell pointed out to Page that the play, "THE WOMEN," is
all *about* men, but no man appears in the play.  He suggested that, just
as women and men often don't understand each other, a superman's motives
and plans would be incomprehensible to those humans with whom he was in
contact; and that a most effective portrayal might be managed using an
off-stage superman.

   Thus, "BUT WITHOUT HORNS" was written at Campbell's inviation, some time
in 1939, for the magazine "UNKNOWN."
   The *collection* you found it in may well have been titled, "WEIRD
TALES," but to the best of my knowledge, the story was never published in
"WEIRD TALES" in the first place. 

   Incidentally, Campbell never "said it couldn't be done."  He
*challenged* his writers, his acquaintances, and people passing in the
street to find a way to *do* it, to generate new stories.  That's how A.E.
Van Vogt came up with "SLAN."  (If you can't accurately portray a superman,
you portray the human-adult-capacity child who will one day grow *into* the
superman...)
 
   The latter technique is still being used and experimented with; think of
all the cycles of Donal Graeme's existence as he tediously lives all those
lives in the process of seeking maturity.  (Wish Campbell had been around
to see Dickson pull that one off.)
    
   Telzey Amberdon is an example as well, although Schmitz did finally trot
Pilch on-stage briefly, showing an adult superman form; but he never did
explain just *why* Pilch was interested in Telzey, or have time to follow
through, before he died.  Note also that Pilch's status seems to have
changed since her first appearance in the fifties; then she was more of a
Trigger Argee type than a Secret Galactic Ruler.
 
   The writers who experiment most effectively with the "superman" concept
tend to be those who worked with Campbell - Poul Anderson, Gordon Dickson,
Wilmar Shiras (although she blew it badly after "IN HIDING," by subscribing
to the "peer group adjustment" crap that pervaded American "education" in
the fifties), Frank Herbert, Frank M. Robinson, and so on.
 
   And *that* brings me to the finest example of the Campbell/Page approach
I've ever seen: "THE POWER," by Frank M. Robinson.  A great SF suspense
yarn, very well done, and the basis for the George Pal movie of the same
name.  Some of the same flavor appeared in Louis Charbonneau's "CORPUS
EARTHLING," but Robinson's book is the definitive example, as far as I'm
concerned.

   There have been several paperback editions of "THE POWER," and if you
haven't read it, I rather suspect you'll enjoy it a lot.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 11:30:44 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Subject: Re: Re: More Evolved Humans/Name that story

Ryk E Spoor observes:
>On a sort of inverted note, James Schmidz has already been mentioned in
>connection with his Telzey Amberdon stories; however, he also wrote a very
>entertaining story of ordinary humans TRICKING aliens into THINKING they
>were dealing with a super-advanced form of humanity. It was called "The
>Demon Breed". Previously published as "Tuvela Trouble" and "The Tuvela".

While ... damn, forgotten her name, the Tuvela, and Ticos were not
``super-advanced'' I'd hesitate to describe either of them as ``ordinary''
humans. For a start Ticos is well outside the normal bands of age and
pain-resistance.

Which doesn't fully break the point, and, in any case, ``The Demon Breed''
(that's us, by the way) is a bloody good book. Hm. Doesn't Pilch appear at
the end, briefly?

[I'd re-read all my Schmitz's, except my unread book list is around the
forty mark!]  

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 18:02:04 GMT
From: WRT@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Bill Turner - Cornell University Library)
Subject: Evolved superhumans

My favorite superhuman story is (unless a lot of brain cells have died
lately) by Van Vogt and called "The Monster". An alien race arrives on
Earth in the distant future and finds it a dead planet, skeletons
everywhere.  They like the planet, but want to figure out what killed
humans off before they colonize. They progressively revive "ancient" humans
from museum displays (including a 20th century man), quiz them, then
disintegrate them when they aren't of use in solving the puzzle. Finally
they revive one of the "recent" skeletons, and find that humanity had
changed quite a bit...

Larry Niven's _Protector_ and related stories should be mentioned.

Much of the work of Zelazny cited here recently has involved superhumans
advanced to the point where they fit into ancient pantheons. _Lord of
Light_, _Creatures of Light and Darkness_, and _Jack of Shadows_ certainly
fit this.

The whole Dickson cycle is about human evolution, in a rather interesting
context.

Perusal of anthologies of older work will disclose LOTS of stories on this
theme. Don't forget Campbell's "Twilight".

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 06:50:17 GMT
From: sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Peter Colby may be thinking of a short story called _The Six Fingers of
Time_ (I can't verify the author as my copy is far far away). The
protagonist is speeded up 60 times at the start without his knowledge, and
the increased momentum of his body rips ordinary objects to shreds if he
isn't careful. After that it becomes (literally) a race against time. Good
story.
 
sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Baudino (3 msgs) & Brin (2 msgs) & Card &
                     Cherryh (3 msgs) & Donaldson & Duncan &
                     Foster & Hawke & Black Trillium & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 17:00:00 GMT
From: ROBINSON@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?

After seeing recommendations for _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino here, I
went out and bought the book.  And while it was OK (IMHO), I was quite
struck by the misandrony (? - the male equivalent of misogyny) throughout.

*With the exception of the male protaganist, Kevin Larkin*, there were no
decent men in the book.  Instead, there was the standard litany of feminist
bogeymen: the abusive father, the condescending coworker, the vengeful
drug- addicted ex-boyfriend, the manipulative and sadistic producer, and
the sponging fellow band members.  (Did I miss any?)

I enjoyed most of the other feminist references that I recognized (the
unchanging Realm as patriarchal America, the veneration of the 'Trickster'
figure, Christa (= Christ?) as the Earth Mother), but got tired of being
hit over the head with these slimeball men.  Did anyone else have a similar
reaction?

Having said all this, let me hastily add that women have been negatively
portrayed in science fiction for many decades.  I wouldn't be reading
science fiction if it still portrayed Helpless Women in metallic brassieres
being saved from BEMs by Gallant Heros.  But the presence of inexcusable
sexism in the past (and, unfortunately, still to a lesser degree today)
does not justify Ms. Baudino's excesses.  Two wrongs ....

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 16:11:12 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?

ROBINSON@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>After seeing recommendations for _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino here, I
>went out and bought the book.  And while it was OK (IMHO), I was quite
>struck by the misandrony (? - the male equivalent of misogyny) throughout.
>
>Having said all this, let me hastily add that women have been negatively
>portrayed in science fiction for many decades.  I wouldn't be reading
>science fiction if it still portrayed Helpless Women in metallic
>brassieres being saved from BEMs by Gallant Heros.  But the presence of
>inexcusable sexism in the past (and, unfortunately, still to a lesser
>degree today) does not justify Ms. Baudino's excesses.  Two wrongs ....

Oh boy, have you opened a can of worms.  I have been involved in not a few
scraps over this issue in the past few years, as this trend has continued.
Baudino is not the only one perpetrating this nastiness on the reader;
there are dozens of authors (most of them, but not all women) who are doing
exactly the same thing -

   Marion Zimmer Bradley (spec. The Shattered Chain)
   Margaret Atwood (HandMaid's Tale)
   Suzette Haden Elgin (Native Tongue, Judas Rose)

to name three biggies.

There are still plenty of men out there writing Slud the Barbarian tales,
where the 'wenches' get hauled off by the hair into a nearby cave to
service Sluds great masculine tool, but as you point out, these are
inexcusable as well, and not a justification for a backlash.

I think the operating principle here is the backlash - history is full of
them.  There is an underlying assumption in North American Society today
that those members of a past oppressed minority should be allowed a good
deal of leeway in their expression and behaviour - that they should be
allowed to have a few kicks in of their own.

What really burns me is that when male sf/f writers behave this way,
everyone automatically puts them in the same category with Norman, Offut et
al. The women authors who pull it off today are betimes critically
acclaimed, and woe betide you if you speak about the men-bashing as a
flaw...

Then there are authors who you would really like to forgive, and ignore the
effect - like Atwood.  The HandMaid's Tale exploded on the literary scene,
and people sprained backs putting their noses to the floor. In my opinion
Atwood *almost* carries it off.  She really is an amazingly talented
writer, and the book has a great deal of style and merit, but I can't help
but remember the time I first read "Left Hand of Darkness", whenever I
think of the Handmaid's Tale.

Le Guin's great book set me more to thinking about sexism and sexist
behaviour with a passion, and all HandMaid's Tale did was make me feel
guilty to be a man.  While Atwood is a remarkable author, and HandMaid's
Tale a powerful work, I couldn't help but conclude that Atwood made the
largest error of all - she gave into bitterness, when she was obviously
capable of creating something much more profound.

Now let me say here that bitterness is ok.  Not that it should be
advertised on the cover (Warning - this is a book about being bitter), but
people should be aware that the purpose of the book is to express the
frustration that meaningless oppression can instill in the oppressed.  The
part that is really nasty is when critics, authors and teachers try to pass
books like HandMaid's Tale off as "a major step forward in the feminist
literary cause", as if the book were required reading if one wants
understand the meaning and implications of empowerment and egalitarianism.
Often times, the authors have little to do with this - it is the critics
and the extrenmists who grab on to the bitter books and hold them up like
ammo before their parades.

I will likely get my shorts torched for the above, so let's get the caveats
out of the way now.  All the opinions expressed above are just that -
opinions.  I have read a few critical works on the authors I mention above,
but not many.  I have read all the books I mention, and in some cases have
critically examined them, but for the most part, have only read them for
pleasure.  I am at root a 'humanist' and for the most part unwilling to
argue literature on a feminist critical basis, because I find it as
superficial and dogmatic (for the most part) as Marxist criticism.  I think
that I have the asbestos jump suit on now, so fire at will.  No personal
attacks, please.  I am quite willing to have my points called idiotic and
shown why by an expert, but I tend to ignore masters of the ad hominem
thrust.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 22:02:54 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?

ROBINSON@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>After seeing recommendations for _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino here, I
>went out and bought the book.  And while it was OK (IMHO), I was quite
>struck by the misandrony (? - the male equivalent of misogyny) throughout.

The term I've used is "misandry."  It's not in my dictionary, maybe because
a specific term for this idea wasn't coined until very recently.  (Of
course, there's "misanthropy," whose roots mean the same, I think, but
that refers to hatred of people in general.)

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 00:49:47 GMT
From: francis@arthur.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: David Brin (Earth)

bryden@brahms.udel.edu (Chris Bryden) writes:
>BTW, you might want to check out his new book 'Earth' (which shouldn't be
>in the stores until June or at least that's what

What? I picked up the paperback a week ago.

Great book.  Buy it or you're an ambisexual walnut.  :-) [1]

It does seem to have some very strange ideas of the Net (I realize that
it's not the current Net, but it's presumably a descendant).  For example,
nearly everything on there (e.g., the analogs of newsgroups) is referenced
by a string of numbers, which seems unlikely - people don't remember
numbers as well as names.  Another was that things like newsgroups had
specific "channels," and, when a certain very high-volume transmission went
out, it overflowed the channels they intended to send it in and wound up in
some strange places; needless to say, this is not how *this* net works, and
is unlikely to be how any future Net will work, either - too inflexible.
Data is sent over common transmission lines, in packets that are labeled
with their destination.

There was also the slightly strange fact that programs go out to travel the
Net, rather than having data sent by local programs.  I can accept that a
future Net might work this way, but it seems unlikely, if only because the
idea of opening up the machine to run programs from anybody around the
world would make most sysadmins' skin crawl.

[1] Disclaimer: I have nothing against ambisexuals, walnuts, or
(I suppose) ambisexual walnuts.  I'm just quoting a good insult.  :-)

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 23:43:36 GMT
From: whheydt@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Brin "Uplift" material

For those who are fond of David Brin's "Uplift" universe, take a look at
Steve Jackson Games "GURPS Uplift" book.  There's a lot of interesting
background material and a few broad hints about what is coming next.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whheydt@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 16:27:46 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: OSC's Xenocide (no spoilers)

amdg@alchemy.UUCP (Robert Garretson III) writes:
>The book is due to be released in August by Tor Books/Tom Doherty
>Associates (New York).

The publication date was recently moved up to July 15.

>It should be 448 pages, 6.125 inches by 9.125", with a list price of
>$21.95 (if anybody cares the ISBN is listed as 0-312-93208-1).  A limited
>leather bound edition (300 numbered copies signed by the author) will sell
>for $150.00 (0-312-85181-2).

Good luck finding one. According to the book's editor, as of about a month
ago they already had 3000 orders for those 300 books. Lots of folks will be
unhappy.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 17:54:00 GMT
From: UI0T@dkauni2.bitnet ("Thomas Koenig")
Subject: Re:  Cyteen again

dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig) writes:
> DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET:
>>>4. There is an irony in AE I's insistence upon the eventual phasing out
>>>of Azis.  As we've seen from other books set in Cherryh's universe...
>>
>>I am afraid I do not follow you: which books are we sure take place a
>>long time from _Cyteen_ period?  The Morgaine books, in which no
>>reference to Azis are made, and _Serpent's Reach_'s end, in which we are
>>told explicitly that Azis do not exist anymore (as such).
>
> No, we are not.  At the beginning of SR, azi are a major item of trade
> between Union and Serpent's Reach, and have been for at least two
> centuries.  At the end, contact is resumed after a hiatus of about half a
> century, and the hives are interested in acquiring azi.  We are not given
> to believe that this will be a problem.

Beg to differ there: the humans in Serpent's reach came from Alliance, not
from Union.  They developed azi on their own, independently from Union.
Notice the difference between the two azi races: Union's azi were, in the
physiolocigal sense, normal human beings.  The difference to normal humans
were in their artificial psyche.  The azi in SR fell down dead at 40 and
could not reproduce.

Also, humanity in SR was very far removed from its Alliance origins, hence
the quarantine.

> Any idea when Port Eternity takes place?

None.

Does anybody have any idea where the term 'azi' comes from?  Did Cherryh
make it up?

Thomas Koenig
EARN/BITNET: UI0T@DKAUNI2.BITNET
INTERNET: UI0T@IBM3090.RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DE

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 13:14:00 GMT
From: steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein)
Subject: Cherryh Universe timeline?

I am interested in compiling a timeline of Cherryh's Union-Alliance- Faded
Sun-Chanur-Morgaine(!?) universe.  Is there an 'official' one?  If not, has
anyone come up with a plausible one?

A stab in the dark:

~2500    40000 in Gehenna
         Cyteen
         Merchanter's Luck
         Rimrunners
2550 AD  Downbelow Station
>2550    Faded Sun
         Chanur
         Serpent's Reach

Various and indeterminable:
   Morgaine

Help, somebody?

Steve Stein

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 07:37:23 GMT
From: mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup)
Subject: Re: Cherryh Universe timeline?

<steve@bitstream.com> (Stephen Z. Stein) writes:
>I am interested in compiling a timeline of Cherryh's Union-Alliance- Faded
>Sun-Chanur-Morgaine(!?) universe.  Is there an 'official' one?  If not,
>has anyone come up with a plausible one?

The order you gave, is essentially correct, if my memory hasn't failed me.

There is an official timeline done up by Cherryh herself for the
Union-Alliance- (Faded-Sun (I think that one is in there too))-Chanur
universe. To that universe you will have to add Merovingen too, actually.
The timeline appears in one of the background parts in the Merovingen
series. Unfortunately I can't remember in which.

As an funny aside, Morgaine is not mentioned in that timeline and neither
is Port Eternity. According to somebody, Cherryh has said that all her
stories take place in the same universe? Is there a slight discrepancy
there?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 03:06:32 GMT
From: grohol@novavax.nova.edu (John Grohol)
Subject: Stephen Donaldson - GAP Series

Has anybody read the first book in Donaldson's new SF series, The Gap into
Conflict? If so, a review would be appreciated!

Thanks.

John M. Grohol
Nova University
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
grohol@novavax.nova.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 19:56:36 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: David Duncan's 'Hero!' and the use of women

I just read 'Hero!' by Duncan. 

SPOILERS

The protagonist turns out to be a member of a human derived 'species'
called the Brotherhood, a bunch of sterile males who are 95% genetically
identical, who claim to be more suited to being the dominant species than
'random' un-genegeneered humans. However, I had to wonder why they were
'male', since one of their problems in conquering Ult (the planet Hero! is
set on) was the lack of artificial reproduction technology and the problems
associated with using human females as host mothers.  If you're going to
set out to Conquer The Universe, surely being able to reproduce is an
asset?

Grumble. The brotherhood justified their strong allegiance to their
Brotherhood on sociobiological grounds, but seem to be poorly designed to
exploit those arguments. Bleh.

James Nicoll 

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 04:00:00 GMT
From: Waddell@knox.bitnet (George Pudding Jr.)
Subject: New Alan Dean Foster book/series?

  Does anyone have any information on the new Alan Dean Foster book/series
that is out.  I saw a hardback edition many weeks ago, but have been unable
to remember the title.
  Also, does anybody know if _The I Inside_ is in print or is at least
available somewhere.  It is the only book I am missing of his, and would
like it to complete my collection.  (At least I think it is the only book I
am missing.)

Thanks in advance.

George Pudding Jr.
waddell@knox.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 21:55:08 GMT
From: B.C.Phillips@massey.ac.nz (B.C.M. Phillips)
Subject: Re: Timewars

Yes, I have read them and they are great! The books appear very well
thought out and the author has put a lot of work into the mechanics of time
travel and the possiblity of temporal disruption. By the looks of the last
post I read on this, my having read up to the sixth book ( which was
released late last year :) doesn't mean I am up to date with the rest of
the series as there are 11 books now, I find out. Has anyone got the
address of the publishers or a mail order company that stocks the next 5
books? I think that things will really get interesting in the 7th book if
the 6th was anything to go on!!

Cheers.

Brenden

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 20:09:33 GMT
From: sac@lamar.colostate.edu (Sheila Como)
Subject: Re: Black Trillium (was: Julian May)

I got this book and stopped reading after about 70 pages.  Normally I'll
read anything to the end, but I just couldn't get very interested in this
story.  It came across as a standard fairy tale with dull, standard
characters.

In my entire life, I've failed to finish reading less than a dozen fiction
books.  I think BLACK TRILIUM is going to be one of these.  It will take a
very dull evening for me to get back to reading it.

Sheila
sac@lamar.ColoState.EDU

------------------------------

From: acobley@microcomputer-centre.dundee.ac.uk (andy cobley)
Date: 23 May 91 16:55:03 GMT
Subject: Re: Transformation/gender changing stories/books/movies 

I remember a story from the mid-70's published I think in the Britsh
magazine 'Sience Fiction Monthly' where people could change sex at wish by
taking a pill.  In this story all people are both sexes.  The story centers
on two young people who are in love and regularly change sex (not always a
boy/girl partnership, sure gets rid of homophobia) until one day one of
them turns into a completely different sex all together.  It turns out that
there are not just two sexes but many different sexes and the couple are
off on a voyage of discovery.

Now the problem is I can't remember either the title or the author, can
anybody?

Andy Cobley
Microcentre
University of Dundee
Scotland
acobley@mic.dundee.ac.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Kay (3 msgs) & May (5 msgs) &
                           McCaffrey (5 msgs) &
                           Pratchett (2 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 12:57:09 GMT
From: 8718288@ul.ie (the person in the attic...)
Subject: Re: The Fionavar Tapestry

Pete Gardner enthuses:
>Has anyone apart from myself been fortunate enough to read this series?
>It is composed of three books: "The Summer Tree", "The Wandering Fire",
>and "The Darkest Road".
>
>IMHO, this is some of the best fantasy written since Lord of the Rings.
>Truly epic in scope, it sweeps the reader along with a force and intensity
>that is truly rare in F/SF these days.
>
>The author's name is Guy Gavriel Kay.  He is Canadian, and chose to
>publish his works through a Canadian publisher, rather than a more
>widely-distributed American one.  For this reason, I would not expect as
>many people across the continent to have heard of it.  (Perhaps I am
>wrong?)  I would even go as far as to say (shudder) that the Fionavar
>Tapestry surpasses The Lord of the Rings in some respects, like writing
>quality and depth of emotion.
>
>Has anyone else read these and would care to offer their opinion?

I agree entirely.  "The Fionavar Tapestry" is one of my all-time favourite
fantasy series.  I certainly think it's better than "Lord of the Rings",
but then I am something of a heretic on this matter - I don't much like
Tolkien.  After three tries, I still haven't managed to finish "Lord of the
Rings".  I don't care what anyone says, I think it's just far too
long-winded, and I keep losing interest.  I didn't have any such problem
with "The Fionavar Tapestry" though, in fact, I read each of the books at a
single sitting as far as I remember and agonized for months before the last
book was finally published!

Viktor Haag disagrees:
> While the Tapestry is a good series, I would not go so far as to say that
> it surpasses Tolkien in 'writing quality', nor in 'depth of emotion'.
> There are some glaring problems with the Tapestry, especially in the
> first book.
> 
> Kay's writing and plotting picks up quite well in the second and third,
> but he still has a problem writing dialogue that doesn't sound hokey, and
> the emotional logic of some of his characters is shaky at times - I am
> thinking of Paul in the first book especially.

Yes, some of the dialogue is a bit dodgy but, I find I can skim over that
and it doesn't bother me too much.  If the entire series were badly written
I doubt I'd have got beyond chapter 3, book 1, but it isn't.  I don't agree
with you about Paul at all, his problems and his reactions to them made
perfect sense to me.  I was very surprised when he (Kay) killed Kevin in
the second book though - you don't expect an author to kill one of his main
characters only halfway through the trilogy!

> It is a very good series and I would also highly recommend it - but I
> don't think that even comes close to touching Tolkien.  The only ones
> that I would put near that level in the last sixty years are:
>   Le Guin
>   Peake
>   Crowley

Well, you're obviously a Tolkien fan.  I'm not, so I would rate "The
Fionavar Tapestry" much higher than anything Tolkien has done.  It's just a
matter of personal taste I guess.

Dorian

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 14:11:30 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: The Fionavar Tapestry

paone@aramis.rutgers.edu (Phil Paone) writes:
>I too have read it.  It's been a few years, but I thought it was very well
>done.  It did have a Tolkien feel.  I think this was due to the general
>serious and grim way the story was told.

It was more likely due to two other reasons.

Kay was one of the editors who helped on the Tolkien project (specifically
the Silmarillion, I think), so he is likely intimately familiar with
Tolkien's mythos, style, and construction techniques.

Kay's field of speciality (as far as I have been given to understand) is
Western folklore and mythology - especially Celtic mythology.  While
Tolkein based most of his fiction on germanic myth, Kay's Tapestry is based
primarily on Celtic myth.

Personally, I think that his command of myth is what really makes the
Tapestry worth reading - there is a realness and rightness to the events in
the Tapestry that stems directly from their connection to ancient
mythology, a concept that most other modern fantasy writers don't buy, or
completely ignore.

There are a great deal of fantasy writers out there whose tales are typical
Grud the Barbarian and his pet bastard sword trash, that are plenty S&G
(which stands of course for serious 'n grim).  Offut, Carter and McKiernan
lurch to mind.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 01:58:45 GMT
From: jonathan@psych.psy.uq.oz.au (Jonathan Dwyer)
Subject: Re: The Fionavar Tapestry

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Personally I think that his command of myth is what really makes the
>Tapestry worth reading - there is a realness and rightness to the events
>in the Tapestry that stems directly from their connection to ancient
>mythology, a concept that most other modern fantasy writers don't buy, or
>completely ignore.

Yes! Yes! Yes!  I read the Fionavar trilogy and loved them.  As a result I
became interested in that style, but couldn't find anything that grabbed me
to the same extent.

Vik is right, there *is* some "rightness" to the action.

It's one of the VERY few books about which I'd say: GET IT and READ IT!!

Thanks for reminding me of it (^_^)!

Jonathan Dwyer
University of Queensland Psychology
St. Lucia, Brisbane
Queensland, Australia
jonathan@psych.psy.uq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 13:07:44 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: Julian May

   I guess it would depend on how far into May you've gotten.  As someone
mentioned, she just released a book co-authored with Andre Norton and
Marion Zimmer Bradley (which I haven't read, yet 8-( ).  As far as her
established Milieu/Pliocene stories, there is of course the entire Pliocine
Exile series, and just recently (back in 89, I think) the two books on the
Intervention.  Soon (not soon enough for me) she is supposed to be coming
out with the Milieu Trilogy, which details the Metapsychic Rebellion (does
anyone know when this will be available????).  I haven't personally heard
anything about a book or series of books detailing the adventures of Marc
Remillard and Elizabeth Orme after _The Adversary_.
   Which brings me to a point of discussion, and a safety hatch for those
may not want to be possibly SPOILED:

   Has anyone else made the connection, from the Intervention books, as to
who and/or what the Lylmik might be??  I find it interesting that Rogi's
'phantom' was the Lylmik leader, and also just happened to be Marc
Remillard.  Talk about coming around full-circle...  Which also raises the
question: are the inhabitants of Lene indeed the Lylmik, as may seem to be
the case, their full, operant potential, considered the greatest in the
Milieu, brought about by the most powerful human, Remillard?  All this
would seem to me to suggest a good reason for why they are so interested in
humanity.  Just another little something to make you go 'Hmmm...'

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 19:23:42 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:

>Has anyone else made the connection, from the Intervention books, as to
>who and/or what the Lylmik might be??  I find it interesting that Rogi's
>'phantom' was the Lylmik leader, and also just happened to be Marc
>Remillard.  Talk about coming around full-circle...  Which also raises
>the question: are the inhabitants of Lene indeed the Lylmik, as may seem
>to be the case, their full, operant potential, considered the greatest in
>the Milieu, brought about by the most powerful human, Remillard?  All this
>would seem to me to suggest a good reason for why they are so interested
>in humanity.  Just another little something to make you go 'Hmmm...'

My pet theory is that the Lylmik are from the Duat galaxy.  Remember, Marc
and Elizabeth went there to raise the Tanu and Firvulag to full operancy;
it seems proper turnabout to return to our galaxy six million years later
to bring us to full operancy.

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 04:28:47 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

aahz@netcom.COM (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>My pet theory is that the Lylmik are from the Duat galaxy.

This notion strikes me as a cheap plot device designed only to stroke the
fans, as does reintroducing Marc in the last two books.  It really doesn't
make the story any stronger.  I hope May can resist taking the easy way out
in the next few volumes.

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 12:53:30 GMT
From: tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>aahz@netcom.COM (Dan Bernstein) writes:
>>My pet theory is that the Lylmik are from the Duat galaxy.
>
>This notion strikes me as a cheap plot device designed only to stroke the
>fans, as does reintroducing Marc in the last two books.  It really doesn't
>make the story any stronger.  I hope May can resist taking the easy way
>out in the next few volumes.

Marc is indeed a Lylmik and one can only assume that the Tanu and Firvulag
make up the race (probably with genes from Marc and Elizabeth).  Rogi makes
this clear at the end of Intervention.

I was under the impression that the next few volumes would be about the
Galactic Rebellion.  Marc will figure prominently in these books.  How many
books do you think she'll fit that into?  I'd be dismayed (no pun intended)
if the Mileu series was longer than 2 books.  After all, the Rebellion
wasn't very long.  Say a year or two for the build up, and then 6 months
for the war itself.

Ryan
tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 23:51:35 GMT
From: schwartz@groucho.cs.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner) writes:
>>This notion strikes me as a cheap plot device designed only to stroke the
>>fans, as does reintroducing Marc in the last two books.  It really
>>doesn't make the story any stronger.  I hope May can resist taking the
>>easy way out in the next few volumes.
>
>Marc is indeed a Lylmik and one can only assume that the Tanu and Firvulag
>make up the race (probably with genes from Marc and Elizabeth).  Rogi
>makes this clear at the end of Intervention.

Yes, quite.  My problem with Intervention was that it was clear long before
the end, obvious the moment she described the Lylmik space craft.  Given
that the audience knows the ending in advance (since we're at the far end
of the time loop) the story needs to be about real issues, and not a kind
of "super friends victory tour".  The "Saga" was best in the first two
books because of this, and the best parts of Intervention were Rogi's
hardships, his philosophising.  The bit about the family ghost was a
transparent plot device to explain why he is writing his memoirs.

>I was under the impression that the next few volumes would be about the
>Galactic Rebellion.  Marc will figure prominently in these books.

Unavoidably.  I just hope only one copy of Marc is involved.

>How many books do you think she'll fit that into?  I'd be dismayed (no pun
>intended) if the Mileu series was longer than 2 books.  After all, the
>Rebellion wasn't very long.  Say a year or two for the build up, and then
>6 months for the war itself.

Well, these things can be streched for as many volumes as you like.  I do
agree that less is more, in cases like this!  My guess is that she will
make good on the forshadowing about Odd John.  When I read Stapledon's
book, lots of things in Intervention made more sense.  Rogi was afraid
that, like Odd John, the metas would be persecuted.  A reasonable fear, but
John certainly deserved it!  He was completely immoral, implacable in the
pursuit of his goals, and always very dangerous.  A lot like Marc!  Also,
John and Jon are very similar names; I expect to see facets of John in Jon.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 13:38:09 GMT
From: harwoodm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Malcolm J. Harwood)
Subject: Re: QUESTION on Anne McCaffery

tmd@AUSTIN.LOCKHEED.COM (Tom Davis) writes:
>What is the title of the book that Anne McCaffery wrote as a sequel to
>"Dinosaur Planet" - the one that is summarized in "Sassinak"?

The book is "The Survivors" subtitled 'Dinosaur Planet Part II' Hope that
helps.

Whilst I'm at it, I posted a question about McCaffrey Fanzines in the UK/US
a month or so back, then I missed about a month of news articles due to not
having access for a while, and our local server only keeps the last few
weeks postings.

If anyone replied, or didn't and could, can you help out.  What I'm looking
for is a source for MCCaffrey fanzines, preferably those publishing
alternate history type stories.

Thanks.

Malcolm

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 18:11:34 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Let me get this straight... (was Re: Pern Series)

   Ok, so the correct order for McCaffrey's Dragonriders of Pern series
(that is, the order that the events take place in, not when the books were
published) is:

   Dragonsdawn
   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern
   Dragonflight
   Dragonquest
   The White Dragon
   Dragonsong
   Dragonsinger
   Dragondrums
   The Renegades of Pern

True????

Jonah Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 20:44:35 GMT
From: erekosse@rouge.usl.edu (Erekosse, Magelord of Amber Keep)
Subject: Re: Let me get this straight... (was Re: Pern Series)

oracle@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU (Jonah H Cohen) writes:

>Ok, so the correct order for McCaffrey's Dragonriders of Pern series is:
>   Dragonsdawn
>   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern
>   Dragonflight
>   Dragonquest
>   The White Dragon
>   Dragonsong
>   Dragonsinger
>   Dragondrums
>   The Renegades of Pern
>True????

The order looks fine, however, I think you forgot Nerilka's Story.  I
believe it takes place around the same time as Moreta.  It's pretty much
another point of view of the same time period extending a little beyond the
end of Moreta if I remember correctly.  Also there is some overlap in time
periods between the Dragonflight, etc. trilogy and the harper trilogy.

erekosse@usl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 19:33:26 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Pern Series

lampson@tellabs.com (Dave Lampson) writes:
>2)  Is there a prefered reading sequence?
>
>I have:
>   Dragonflight
>   Dragonquest
>   The White Dragon
>   Dragonsong
>   Dragonsinger
>   Dragondrums
>   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern

The correct chronological sequence is:

Dragonsdawn
Moreta
Nerilka's Story (why is everyone leaving this off?)
Dragonflight
The Littlest Dragon Boy (not sure I have title correct; short story
   in _Get Off the Unicorn_ and elsewhere.  Also not positive
   of sequencing)
Dragonsong
Dragonquest
Dragonsinger
Dragondrums
White Dragon

Renegades of Pern (starts before Dragonflight and finishes after
   White Dragon)

Note that Moreta and Nerilka heavily overlap, as do all books after
Dragonflight.  

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 13:39:46 GMT
From: steevem@spruce.ulowell.edu (Michael Steeves)
Subject: Re: Let me get this straight... (was Re: Pern Series)

Yes, but the Harper Hall series takes place CHRONOLOGICALLY at the same
time as _Dragonquest_ and _The White Dragon_.

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 18:24:37 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Pratchett's "Reaper Man"

Hmmm, I don't seem to have seen *any* discussion of Terry Pratchett's new
book "Reaper Man" here yet (excluding my posting of the sleeve blurb).
Anyone want me to post a review? I'm willing to set a bit of time aside to
write one but I won't bother if no one's interested.

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 01:14:48 GMT
From: trump@elaine5.stanford.edu (Michael Jason Lewis)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's "Reaper Man"

awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford) writes:
>Hmmm, I don't seem to have seen *any* discussion of Terry Pratchett's new
>book "Reaper Man" here yet (excluding my posting of the sleeve blurb).
>Anyone want me to post a review? I'm willing to set a bit of time aside to
>write one but I won't bother if no-one's interested.

Well, you see, nobody in the States has ever seen it.  I'd appreciate a
review, though.

Mike Lewis
trump@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Miscellaneous - Religion and SF (10 msgs) &
                                Awards (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 06:18:07 GMT
From: BECKS@taunivm.tau.ac.il (Sara Beck)
Subject: Religion in SF

In the ongoing discussion of religious and anti-religious SF, all the
examples on both sides seem to be cases where religion is used as a theme
or plot element; authors put in a weird religion as they would put in a
faster-than-light drive.  What is rare in my experience is SF where the
religious feelings and background of the people enter in a natural way as
part of society and character.  People, and societies, have spiritual as
well as physical aspects which have nothing to do with religious beliefs or
lack of same.  (A serious atheist has a well-developed spiritual reality,
for example).  If you want to understand another world you have to consider
the spiritual aspects as well as the physical.  This is exactly where most
modern SF falls short. How many alien or alternate societies can you think
of in SF where the technology, social structure, family life, sex, politics
are all exotic but the spiritual setting is still 20th century agnosticism
and the result is that the whole attempt at depicting "otherness" has been
shot in the ear from the beginning?
   Maybe I can make this clearer with (what I hope will be a thought-
provoking) example.  I maintain that the most thoroughly DIFFERENT society
and people in current popular literature are not in SF at all but in Tony
Hillerman's mystery novels set in the Navajo world (highly recommended, by
the way). There you have characters who are normal humans living in North
America in the 20th century, reading "Time" and playing baseball, but they
give you (or at least me) more feeling that you are visiting another world
than do most of the exotic SF aliens, because their spiritual reality is
different.  This is a compliment to Hillerman, but a pretty grim criticism
of most modern SF writing.

S. Beck

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 04:00:00 GMT
From: Waddell@knox.bitnet (Glenn Waddell Jr.)
Subject: Religion and Alan Dean Foster

   If anyone would like a view of organized religion that is not personal
OR intrusive (not making a judgement, just an observation of some author's
works), read Alan Dean Foster's Flinx and Pip series.  The Humanx church
and the government work hand in hand, with the church not caring at all
about the individual.  The church is the moral arbiter for the government,
and that is its sole purpose.  The government deals with the government,
and the church makes sure that the government stays moral.
   Interesting and unique at the same time.
   I strongly recommend it!!!!

Glenn Waddell Jr.
waddell@knox.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 91 21:23:17 GMT
From: mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Re: Religion in SF

I was just wondering if I had missed something, with all of the different
books people have been talking about I don't remember anyone mentioning
_Deathbird Stories_ by Harlan Ellison.  Not exactly the easiest thing to
pigeonhole, but then again who wants an orderly world.

Mike Milligan

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 91 08:11:49 GMT
From: mecewd@jetson.uh.edu
Subject: Re: Religion in SF

BECKS@TAUNIVM.TAU.AC.IL (Sara Beck) writes:
> In the ongoing discussion of religious and anti-religious SF, all the
> examples on both sides seem to be cases where religion is used as a theme
> or plot element; authors put in a weird religion as they would put in a
> faster-than-light drive.  What is rare in my experience is SF where the
> religious feelings and background of the people enter in a natural way as
> part of society and character...

  I know what you mean - I'm reading a book that gives me the same feeling
- - Jean M. Auel's "Clan of the Cave Bear" (Never saw the movie). Though set
on Earth in the late Ice Age, the society of the Clan people (read
"Neanderthals") is utterly alien because of their approach to acquiring
knowledge - through racial memories rather than learning, and their
inability to think ahead since most of their brain is set aside for
storage. For instance, they have words such as "oak," "birch," or "elm,"
but no word for "tree". Their mathematics consists of "one," "two," and
"many." Their fascination with the spirit world also blinds them to the
fairly obvious (e.g., children are produced by sex, etc.). Long book but
well worth a few days of sitting on your b---.
    Science fiction doesn't seem to handle this sort of thing too well. The
only exception that comes to mind is Dune, though the Muad'Dib cult feels
suspiciously like Islam. And here, of course, the characters are human.
That begs the question - does an intelligent species need a mystical
explanation of reality, or is this a purely human trait? As far as I know,
whales, dolphins, and apes (debatable whether these are intelligent) do not
have religion (correct me, anybody?), assuming we would recognize it if
they did. So we have only a single data point on which to base the
assumption. Still, given the wide range of belief systems on Earth, aliens
should have beliefs very different from ours.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 11:01:09 GMT
From: sam@dac.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: Mormonism in S/F

  Regarding Mormonism in S/F, I remember a Heinlein novella that dealt with
a Christian/Catholic theocracy ruling the USA.  The hero ( a rebel against
the theocracy), is shot down over Mormon ( neutral ) territory.  I read it
a long time ago, but at the time had the feeling that Heinlein was partial
to Mormonism and their attitude to survival.  Mormons belive in preparing
and surviving the "end times", this was also at the core of the Dean Ing
novels, particularly the first one.  "Systemic Shock" is one of my favorite
post-apocalypse novel and I often re-read it if I have a couple of hours to
kill.

Does anyone know the title of this novella and if it is still available in
any collections?

Roberto E. Arance
Douglas Aircraft      
Long Beach, California

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 16:50:45 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Mormonism in S/F

sam@dac.mdcbbs.com writes:
>  Regarding Mormonism in S/F, I remember a Heinlein novella that dealt
> with a Christian/Catholic theocracy ruling the USA.  The hero ( a rebel
> against the theocracy), is shot down over Mormon ( neutral ) territory.

Are you sure you aren't confusing Heinlein's "If This Goes On" with
something else ?  That novella takes most of the book titled Revolt in
2100, published in 1953.  I think is it also in the the omnibus edition
called The Past Through Tomorrow.

Heinlein's story concerned a theocracy established by an unaffiliated
preacher (who started by getting a TV station ...).  This is by definition
not Catholic, since the Church hierarchy pretty much squelches that kind of
thing - random preachers, that is.  It was Protestant doctrine that, by
rebelling against biblically 'unauthorized' hierarchy, set all those
religious free-agents loose ;-).  Also, the Catholic Church has
historically tried to stick to the "unto Caesar" and "Kingdom not of this
world" policy.  That bars direct rule (medieval Papal States an arguable
exception), but of course does not prevent trying to get all the influence
possible on public mores and laws.  Just to say that Heinlein was too
intelligent and well-informed to take random blind potshots at (a)
religion.  He usually went for the throat ...

I don't remember the "shot down over Mormon territory" either, but it may
be there.  Seem to remember the theocracy covered all, and only, the U.S.
The political trimmings were the regular totalitarian society stuff: youth
corps, women's auxiliary [*], "party" hierarchy, internal security agency
complete with informer network, controlled media, etc.

In the afterword to the 1953(?) paperback edition of Revolt in 2100,
Heinlein had the famous 'Future History' chart showing some (3?)  stories
never written (the titles were removed from the chart in The Past Through
Tomorrow), and explains what the stories would be about.  One of them was
to be called "The Stone Pillow", referring to the imprisonment of a
participant in a failed rebellion against the theocracy.  Heinlein added
that he probably would never write the story, because it would have to be
pessimistic, and he felt bad enough about things as they stood (probably
meaning the growing Cold War).  So we only got to read about the successful
revolt.

[*] in this case, doing double duty as the great leader's harem, more for
plot purposes than anything else (girl in peril, scales fall from eyes of
inamorato, previously a devout follower).  Not recommended nowadays (the
subaltern women's association, that is ;-).

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 18:21:28 GMT
From: schriste@uceng.uc.edu (Steven V. Christensen)
Subject: Re: Mormonism in S/F

Gerald Lund is another Mormon writer who wrote a S/F novel. I can't
remember the name, but it was about a society of people who have to wear ID
badges, and one who rebels.

It has as a theme the idea of Free Agency, or the inherent freedom vested
in everyone to act with total freedom (from coercion).

Steven V. Christensen
U.C. College of Eng.
schriste@uceng.uc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 17:11:31 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: Mormonism in S/F

sam@dac.mdcbbs.com writes:
>  Regarding Mormonism in S/F, I remember a Heinlein novella that dealt
>with a Christian/Catholic theocracy ruling the USA.

The religion of the "Prophet Incarnate" clearly owed a good deal of its
origins to Bible Belt Christianity, and some organizational principles to
Catholicism, while it superimposed a continually reincarnating theocrat on
top.  However, it persecuted Catholics.  Recall that Our Hero was rather
surprised that the rebels were allied with them, as he'd swallowed most of
his childhood prejudices whole.  Ditto for the Pariahs (Jews), of course.

(Meanwhile the Cabal he belonged to was clearly an expanded organization of
Freemasons, as seen in the initiation ceremony, the references to "lodges",
and the fact that Johnny once referred to himself as receiving "help for
the son of a widow".)

>  The hero ( a rebel against the theocracy), is shot down over Mormon (
>neutral ) territory.

Not so much neutral as in rebellion.  The government had power in the Utah
area, but no citizen would turn Johnny in under the circumstances.  The
Mormons also participated in the final overthrow of the Prophet

>Does anyone know the title of this novella and if it is still available in
>any>collections?

"If This Goes On", in _The Past Through Tomorrow_.

Michael S. Schiffer
aq578@cleveland.freenet.edu
Mike_Schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@usite-next.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 19:55:05 GMT
From: glover@sequoia.cray.com (Roger Glover)
Subject: Re: Mormonism in S/F

sam@dac.mdcbbs.com writes:
>   Regarding Mormonism in S/F, I remember a Heinlein novella that dealt
> with a Christian/Catholic theocracy ruling the USA.  The hero ( a rebel
> against the theocracy), is shot down over Mormon ( neutral ) territory.
> I read it a long time ago, but at the time had the feeling that Heinlein
> was partial to Mormonism and their attitude to survival.

If I remember correctly, Heinlein's _Stranger_in_a_Strange_Land_ expresses
some rather negative opinions about Mormons, but I cannot site "chapter and
verse."

> Does anyone know the title of this novella and if it is still available
> in any collections?

The Heinlein novella is named "If This Goes On ..." (ellipis included in
title) and is the cornerstone of the "Future History" collection
_Revolt_in_2100_ .  "Revolt" also contains an afterword by Heinlein on
"stories not written" which explains why he chose not to write the stories
which explain how the "theocracy" came to power.  In that essay I think he
describes the theocracy as having more of an evangelical/protestant basis
than a catholic basis.

However, I could be wrong about all of the above.  I have not read either
book in quite some time.  Heck, I don't even remember the "Mormon"
reference Mr.  Arance noted in ITGO.

I am currently reading _To_Sail_Beyond_The_Sunset_, in which the
protagonist and her father align themselves quite closely with the agnostic
views of Samuel Clemons and Thomas Huxley (who coined the term "agnostic").

In my experience, Heinlein's heroes and heroines quite often show
admiration and civil consideration for SOME "true believers" who are also
"survivors," while deploring the belief itself.

Roger Glover
Cray Research, Inc.

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 19:28:03 GMT
From: marotta@hannah.enet.dec.com
Subject: SF and religion

Better late than never!  I treat SF-LOVERS like a magazine, and read up on
the notes once per month or so.  As a result, I tend to rehash old (dead?)
topics.  Anyhow, Matt Gertz talked about how:

"Attacking a religion is bound to alienate certain readers..."

And later, he says:

"certainly didn't stop Heinlein from selling books..."

This is where I come in with a little historical background.  Heinlein's
"Stranger In a Strange Land" was written and released in the early 1960's.
By the time I was old enough to buy my own books (late 1960's), I obtained
a paperback of SISL that says (on the cover), something to the effect that
this was the first widely published edition of this previously "underground
novel."

Although I don't know the particulars about "underground literature" in the
'50's and '60's, I know that this book was extremely controversial.  I
suspect that Heinlein did not make a lot of money from the underground
publishing of Stranger, but the noise about its controversial subjects may
have worked to its advantage later when the censorship seems to have
weakened enough to publish it through a big publishing agency.

Of course, the point here is that censorship has always and is still alive
and well in the U.S.  Religious topics are still inflamatory, as they were
in the early '60's.  Education boards still routinely ban certain books
from school book lists, and moral topics are scrutinized closely.

Also, I heard that bookstores (such as Waldenbooks) will react to customer
feedback on the "appropriate" nature of certain books.  As a customer of
Waldenbooks, I try to keep informed as to what releases, publishers, and/or
authors are not accepted on the bookshelves.

Certainly, this kind of censorship must affect (either positively or
negatively), an author's success as a popular writer.

Just some thoughts from an "old lady."

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 22:19:58 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Awards

   The only awards I know about are the Hugo (awarded by Worldcon members)
and the Nebula (awarded by the Science Fiction Writers of America). What
other awards are out there and who awards them? Every now and then I hear
about some award or other, but I have no idea whether I should trust them
or not because I don't know what they've given their awards to in the past.

   An example of this is the Compton Crook Award. When I was at Balticon
this year, they gave out the award for what I assumed was 'best first
novel'. That's all I know about that award, and I'm not even sure about
that.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 17:11:18 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Re: Awards

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>    The only awards I know about are the Hugo (awarded by Worldcon
> members) and the Nebula (awarded by the Science Fiction Writers of
> America). What other awards are out there and who awards them?

The Australian National Science Fiction Association awards the "Ditmars"
(singular: "ditmar") at and by the annual national science fiction
convention.  However I do not currently have a list of awardees available.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 22:37:06 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: Awards

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>    The only awards I know about are the Hugo (awarded by Worldcon
> members) an the Nebula (awarded by the Science Fiction Writers of
> America). What other awards are out there and who awards them? Every now
> and then I hear about som

Well, there's the Philip K. Dick Award, not sure who awards that...

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - Transformations (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 06:56:10 GMT
From: bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt)
Subject: Gender Swapping List

Awhile back I asked for responses on TV shows, Movies, books and stories
that contained gender swapping. I got allot of responses, and I THANK all
who responded. Following is a list of what I received and/or new about
myself.  Some of the stories that I know about contain short descriptions.
Others I describe something I remember, but not the title or author. This
list is definitely not 100% accurate, but for those interested it is a
starting point.

Mark Phaedrus at about the same time also asked for response in a more
general arena (transformations in general). He posted his list to
rec.arts.sf-lovers.  This list contains some of the titles listed there but
not all. The listing is divided into MOVIES, BOOKS, TV SHOWS.

Movies:
   Goodbye Charlie
   Switch
   Cleo/Leo
     (All three of the above use the same theme. They are listed
      in my opinion from sweetest to raunchiest. The theme
      is Male chauvinist killed and brought back as women)
   Deathstalker (one scene, flunky turned into Barbi Benton)
   Frankenstein Created Women   (Movie had Peter Cushing I believe. It
      had a man being hanged for a crime The doctor took his body 
      after death and saved his soul in an electrical field. He then
      waited for a person to die. It turned out to be the woman the 
      guy had been with the night before. The person gets back enough
      memory to avenge the people that were responsible for his death.
      The movie was set about the 1800's. No cars or electricity.)

   Dr. Jekyll and Miss Hyde. (Dr. is bent on finding the cure for aging
      He develops a serum from dead females. He tests it first on a
      fly. The fly lives at least eight times longer than normal. The
      problem is he put a male fly in jar. But now there are eggs in
      the sealed jar. The Dr. ignores this and experiments on himself.
      He is transformed into a woman. But goes back to a man after awhile
      but, the evil female side tries to be the dominant person. She
      comes out and tries to kill more females for more serum.)

   Something Wicked This Way Comes (seem to remember in this movies that
      a man went to the carnival and was transformed into the bearded
      woman.)

   Myra Breckenridge (Capote. Book also. Starred Rex Reed, and Racquel
      Welch as the post-op Myra)

   Ghost (Whoopi is twiced possessed by a man)

   All of Me (Steve Martin, Lily Tomlin)

   Turnabout ( B&W, saw on tv awhile back don't remember who was in it)

Although not gender changing in the physical sense
   Victor/Victoria
   Tootsie

Books/Stories:
   Chalker books in general
   Idenity Matrix (This book has main character getting switched by aliens
      that use this technique to invade Earth.  They usually kill the
      victim after the switch, but they failed with him)

   The Red Tape War (Chalker, Resnick, Effinger. Science Fiction comdey)

   Downtiming, The Night Side (Time travel story where when you go back in
      time you get deposited in a body of a person who had no effect
      history. The longer you stay the more you become that person.)

   River of the Dancing God series ( Over the four books the Male lead
      character get changed into females due to a were curse that changes
      him into the closest living thing during the rising of a full moon.
      He also eventally gets turned into the Goddess of the wood nymphs)

   Well Series

   Soulrider Series

   Chalker's other books have it but not some much on the main character.
   It is usually a female being sexually enhanced in some way.

   I Will Fear No Evil (Heinlein. Most everyone agrees that this book
      is not worth reading)

   Turnabout (Thorne Smith. Also made into movie and short tv series)

   To Live Again (Silverberg. Person's mind is read out regularly at
      a central library. Once that person dies their personality is read
      into one person. Most influentual people of the time have multiple
      persons read into them.) 

   Star Trek short story (Don't remember the title, I have lost the book.
      it has Trek crew beaming down to a planet the has a beacon inviting
      people to the planet. They get knocked out and wake up with there X
      or Y chromosone switched.  This happens to all the main characters.
      The strongest person of each ship gets a double YY chromosone. They
      find a Klingon crew that also got trapped there. The planet begins to
      beam down the crew after the landing crew is changed. It also traps
      the ships there.)

   Beyond Rejection (Leiber. Peoples minds are read out regularly and if
      your body gets destroyed you are put in a body of someone else, I
      don't remember what happens to that other person's mind. The main
      character get put in the body of a woman. There is also the mention
      of possibly some sequels, but no one has read them that responded)

   Tanith Lee several books at least:
   Don't Bite the Sun (Tanith Lee. It has been awhile, I seem to remember
      the lead female character get changed into a male for awhile so that
      she can use his sperm to impregnate herself.  Doesn't work, and I
      don't believe it was the basis of the story, just a subplot)

   A Day in the Skin (or, The Century We Were Out of Them)

   Saphire Wine (?)

   Book of the Damned

   Season of the Witch (G. Hank Stine)

   Tiresias (Greek myth. Man steps on mating snakes, changed into woman for
      seven years, Steps on mating snakes again, changed back to man)

   ?  (Clive Barker. Short story that has two men going into a abandon bath
      house. They each in separate experience see a nude girl and chase
      her. They end up making love a creature. This causes them to slowly
      to start changing into females.)

   Cluster Series (Piers Anthony. People transferred into living shells not
      all human, but several dealt with female going into male creature,
      and male going into female creature)

   John Varley books in general
   Options
   Picnic on Far(near)side
   The Phantom of Kansas
   Ophiuchi Hotline
   The Persistance of Vision

   Triton (Samuel R. Delany)

   When Gravity Fails (George Alec Effinger)

   The Left Hand of Darkness (Ursula Le Guin)

   Octavia Butler Books deal with transformations
   Wild Seed

   Non transformation stories but have gender reversal
   No Woman Born (C.L. Moore)
   The Mystery of the Young Gentleman (Joanna Russ)
   What Did You Do During the Revoltion, Grandma?Joanna Russ)

   Mindswap (Robert Sheckley)

   Camelot 3000 (mini-series turned grapic novel)

   Guardians of the Galaxy (comic from Marvel)

   The Man Who Folded Himself (David Gerrold)

TV Shows:
   Gilligan's Island (episode where they go to mad doctor's island)

   Star Trek (2 episodes Turnabout Intruder, and one were Spock's mind
      is put in with nurse Chapel's)

   Munsters (Grandpa makes formula to turn into beautiful women)

   Fantasy Island 

   Highway to Heaven (side kick and actress switch)

   Quantum Leap ( 4 episodes, 8 1/2 months, What Price Gloria, Another
      mother, Miss Deep South)

   Flinstones (2 Episodes Fred gets bowling ball stuck on finger and
      and doctor Frankenstone tries to remove it. Fred is
      jealous of Wilma' old high school flame, so Cazoo?
      changes Barney into women)

   Dobie Gillis (Maynard is changed into several people the last being
      a beautiful girl)

   Turnabout (husband and wife getting switched by idol. There is also
      a movie both based on a book by same title)

   Japanese have this theme in a lot of their shows. Ranma 1/2 was 
      mentioned, I also seem to remember a tv special on American tv
      that was featuring foreign tv shows, one which had to do with a
      boy and girl running into each other on some steps and their bodies
      getting switched. They were in their early teens.
        
Again, thank you all who responded. If you have any input on missing titles
or descriptions please respond to:

Bob Ewoldt
bewoldt@sedona.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 14:18:42 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #191

One transformation story that was not mentioned is John Crowley's _Little,
Big_.  There's a whole lot going on in this book, and to say what the
transformation was would be a huge spoiler, but it's a good one, IMHO. I
very much recommend this work, and I agree with Ursula K. Le Guin's opinion
of Crowley as an "extraordinary" writer.  In fact, Quality Paperback Book
Club just came out with a Crowley 3-in-1 that includes LB and another story
that might fit in with the transformation theme, although I haven't read it
yet.  It's called _Beasts_ and is about genetically engineered half-human,
half-lion beings who rise up and demand equal rights.  QPBC compares it to
_The Island of Dr. Moreau_, ITHO.  I will judge for myself.

I have very much enjoyed the transformation survey.  It was a very
interesting and informative request.

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 08:51:41 GMT
From: ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Transformation stories / books needed

jaimiep@physiol.su.oz.au (Jaimie Polson) writes:
>   (1) "The True Game" by Sheri S. Tepper
>   (2) "The Chronicles of Mavin Manyshaped" Sheri S. Tepper
>
>I think they were originally published as two trilogies, but I have them
>as complete books.  They are both superb, although I think (1) is the
>best.  (I think I rate it with the likes of Tolkien, although not as
>colossal)

In chronological order:

The True Game
   King's Blood Four
   Necromancer Nine
   Wizard's Eleven
The Chronicles of Mavin Manyshaped
   The Song of "       "
   The Flight of "     "
   The Search of "     "
More The True Game
   Jinian Footseer
   Dervish Daughter
   Jinian Star-Eye

There are also transformations in her Marianne books:
   Marianne, the Magus, and the Manticore
   Marianne, the Madame, and the Momentary Gods
   Marianne, the Matchbox, and the Malachite Mouse

And of her SF, GRASS has transformations.  Don't know about the rest.

The Mavin Manyshaped books are my favorite Teppers.	

Pamela Pon
ps199-at@garnet.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 21:53:02 GMT
From: phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu (Mark Phaedrus)
Subject: Second Transformation Summary and Request for Yet More

   This is the second version of the list of physical transformation
stories (from any genre, but mostly SF/fantasy) that I've been compiling.
I received quite a number of corrections and new entries, and a large
number of requests for a repost of the corrected version of the first
summary, so to simplify things for everyone concerned, I'm posting the most
recent version of the complete list.  If you still have the first list, you
should replace it with this one; it contains all of the first list's
material, along with the corrections I received.
   A few days ago, I managed to gather all of my important files into one
directory and rm them.  I had things restored from the backup tapes, but I
lost a couple of days' worth of changes to my files, and I lost some mail
and archived news as well.  As a result, I may be missing some things that
should be included in this list.  If you sent or posted something and you
don't see it here, my apologies; please resend it.
   Again, my heartfelt thanks to everyone who responded, whether by email
or by posting.  And believe it or not, I'm still looking for more, and
quite a number of other people are too.  A *lot* of people have said
"There's lots of conventional stories that I'm sure a dozen people will
mention, so I won't bother with those, but here's some really unusual
ones."  That's great, but then nobody actually gets around to mentioning
the conventional ones. :) In particular, this list seems short of
lycanthropy stories, considering the popularity of that theme.  So if you
know of any other books or short stories that involve transformation as a
major theme (no matter what genre, no matter how lousy) that aren't on the
list below, please send mail to phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu, or post
if email to that address is impossible for you.  I will summarize all ideas
received to the net, and by mail to anyone who's interested.
   I've been told that some of these list entries constitute "spoilers".  I
can't really try to sort out what's a spoiler and what isn't; if I knew
enough about the works to know what would constitute a spoiler about it, I
wouldn't need to go through all this work of asking people about them in
the first place. :) And it seems to be that, given any list involving the
presence of a specific plot element like transformation, if that plot
element is intended to come as a surprise to the reader, you're basically
providing a spoiler by listing the book at all, no matter what you say
about it (and I want to list as many works as possible).  Therefore, all I
can do is point out the possible spoiler potential of the list and leave it
at that.

   Now, to the summary of what I've gotten so far.  In the interests of
making the list smaller and more readable, I've boiled the individual
messages down into a single list.  I have triple-checked everything to try
to insure accuracy, but there's always the possibility that I have made a
mistake (given what happened last time, it's more like a certainty).  If I
have, my profound apologies; please let me know and I'll send a correction
out immediately.
   I received suggestions and ideas from the following people, listed in
the order they were received.  Once again, my thanks to each of them.
1.  Jeff Jensen (jjensen@jarthur.Claremont.edu)
2.  Greg Alan Raburn (raburng@prism.CS.ORST.EDU)
3.  Gavin Steyn (steyn@eniac.seas.upenn.edu)
4.  Todd Haynes (tmhaynes@athena.cas.vanderbilt.edu)
5.  Dave Schaumann (dave@cs.arizona.edu)
6.  Paul S Shannon (pss4@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu)
7.  Seth D. Kadesh (sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu)
8.  Janet M. Lafler (repnomar@leland.stanford.edu)
9.  Michel Forget (ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca)
10. Dan Bloch (Dan_Bloch@transarc.com)
11. Joe Huber (huber@agnt99.enet.dec.com)
12. Andy Nelson (andy@neutron.physics.arizona.edu)
13. David Goldfarb (goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu)
14. Marc Espie (espie@flamingo.stanford.edu)
15. Sonja Bock (sonja@gene.com)
16. Jim Kasprzak (jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu)
17. (TEF102@psuvm.psu.edu)
18. Gavroche (NEWMARK@auvm.auvm.edu)
19. Robert Fisch (ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com)
20. Carlo Radovsky (cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu)
21. Ellen West <westhome@u.washington.edu>
22. John Whitmore <whit@milton.u.washington.edu>
23. Michael J. Hennebry <hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu>
24. Sam F Bullard (sfb5651@usl.edu)
25. Alayne McGregor (alayne@geas.gandalf.ca)
26. Jim Winer (jwi@cbnewsj.att.com)
27. Robert White (rwhite@jagat.uucp)
28. Thomas L. Talley (greyfire@ecst.csuchico.edu)
29. Marc Colten (colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com)
30. Ron Hough (ronh@cs.utexas.edu)
31. D. Jay Newman (dn5@psuvm.psu.edu)
32. Maurizio Codogno (mau%alice.CSELT.STET.IT@UWAVM.U.WASHINGTON.EDU)
33. Leslie DeGroff (DEGROFF@INTELLICORP.COM)
34. (howie@apal.boeing.com)

   Now, here are all the works that were mentioned.  The right-hand column
shows the numbers (from the list above) of the people who mentioned the
work; the comments below each work are numbered as well.
   Joe Huber (#11) included so many suggestions, and his comments were
organized so well, that I add the notes he sent me to explain them here:
 1) "Genetic manipulation" generally refers to changes made to ready man
    for new environs.
 2) Advanced science is either changes explained as a new scientific
    ability, or my bad memory at work trying to think how things were done.
 3) The ratings are mine and mine alone.
    4-5 : A multiple read book/series
      3 : Worth a read
      2 : Possible read, if it looks interesting
      1 : I wouldn't recommend it to anyone.
    [NR : not read]
4) If it seems like there are a lot of Chalker books, there are.  I found
   that he uses transformations often, and as a result I have read many of
   his works.  Those not listed probably don't deal with transformations,
   or only vaguely touch upon them.

   Once again, my thanks to everyone who sent me ideas, and if you can
think of any transformation works not on the list, please let me know.

phaedrus@u.washington.edu

[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this list, the message has been
split up into two parts.  The second part which contains the actual list,
will be in the next digest.]

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 18 May 91 21:53:02 GMT
From: phaedrus@milton.u.washington.edu (Mark Phaedrus)
Subject: Second Transformation Summary and Request for Yet More

[Moderator's Note:  This is the second half of the message that began in
the last digest.]

Author              Title                             Mentioned by
(author unknown)    Madness Season                    21
   "...recent; also about a vampire type person who has several
transformations, each more complex than the last...." -21

Aldiss, Brian       Helliconia Spring and sequels     22
   "summer/winter climate adaptation" -22

Aldiss, Brian(?)    Starswarm                         11
   "SF; genetic manipulation; not read" -11

Anderson, Poul      Brain Wave                        22
   "mind power increase" -22
Anderson, Poul      Call Me Joe                       11
   "Short story(?); SF; artificial telepathy; not read" -11
Anderson, Poul      Operation Chaos                   10,11,31
   "[one of] the two classic werewolf-as-hero stories" -10
   "Series; Fantasy; lycanthropy; not read" -11
   "one of the main characters is a werewolf" -31

Anthony, Piers      Cluster                           11,18
   "First in a series; SF; Space travel into empty body; 3" -11
   "deals with the transportation of a person's 'mind and soul' into other
bodies.  I really enjoyed the idea behind Viscous Circle." -18

Asimov, Janet       Mind Transfer                     18
   "really isn't a 'transformation' as the minds are transferred from one
body to another, the body doesn't change into the other.  But it's good."
- -18 

Barnes, Steven      The Kundalini Equation            22
   "Kind of a berserker transformation, with some twists" -22

Beagle, Peter S     The Last Unicorn                  3
   "Has an interesting transformation (it's a bit of a spoiler if I tell
you what it is), and is one of the best books I've ever read." -3
Beagle, Peter S     Lila the Werewolf                 3
   "Another (brilliant) werewolf story" -3

Bear, Greg          Blood Music                       11,13,22
   "horror; genetic manipulation error; 2" -11

Blish, James        Surface Tension                   11
   "SF; genetic manipulation; not read" -11
Blish, James        The Triumph of Time               22
   "this one has the protagonist becoming a minor universe" -22

Boucher, Anthony    The Compleat Werewolf             10
   "[one of] the two classic werewolf-as-hero stories...in his collection
of the same name" -10

Brander, Gery (?)   The Howling                       11
   "horror; lycanthropy; 3" -11

Brin, David         The Postman                       22
   "military enhancements" -22

Brooks, Terry       The Elfstones of Shannara         4
   "Young elf girl becomes a tree" -4

Brooks, Terry       Magic Kingdom series              18
   "has a person magically turned into a dog.  Poor Abernathy." -18

Butler, Octavia     most everything                   8

Butler, Octavia     Adulthood Rites                   8,12,15
Butler, Octavia     Dawn                              8,11,12,15
   "First in a series; SF; alien technology; 3" -11
Butler, Octavia     Imago                             8,12,15
Butler, Octavia     Wild Seed                         8,12
   On all four above: "Butler is an amazingly good writer who is not
terribly well-known.  These books are unsettling." -12

Caldin, Martin      Cyborg                            22
   "good book; the TV version was $6M Man, which wasn't nearly so well
done" -22

Card, Orson Scott   Treason                           15

Chalker, Jack       most/all his works                1,2,3,7,12,13,17,
                                                      22,31,33,34
   "physical transformations until they get tedious" -2
   "Many of [his] works have the transformation theme, although he's not a
particularly good writer." -3
   "I can think of one novel offhand written by Chalker that didn't involve
physical or mental transformation.  And a few short stories.  (Well, one.)
*All* the rest of it does to one degree or another." -13
   "As there were a number of negative comments about Chalker, and as I
gave some good ratings to his books, I thought a note of explanation would
be in order.  First, as someone indicated, he DOES tend to get somewhat
tedious with his transformations - I would not recommend reading his stuff
one right after the other, cause it does get old (especially in the ones I
gave lower ratings to).  That being said, in his better stuff the
transformations can be quite interesting, both of themselves and, more
importantly, in their results.  It should be noted, though, that none of
Chalker's stuff is hard SF.  Those I listed as SF attempt to attribute what
occurs to science, with varying success.  As I enjoy fantasy, this doesn't
bother me (which probably is why I have some of his stuff rated high).  As
always, your mileage may vary." -11
   "warning, he likes to transform everybody (eventually) into beautiful
nymphomaniac females with humongous breasts.  While I have stopped reading
his books due to this tendency, he can occasionally tell a good story." -31
Chalker, Jack     And the Devil Will Drag You Under    11,31
   "SF; advanced science; 4...only touches on transformations, rather than
using that as a main theme.  I just threw it in because it does include a
few transformations (minor) and is one of his better books." -11
   "there isn't much transformation, but there is a little, and some of it
is interesting" -31
   "It seems like almost every one of his novels incorporates someone who
is transformed or switches bodies with someone else or has their
sex-reversed or species changed.  It might almost make a good contest to
come up with a Jack Chalker novel that _doesn't_ include at least one such
individual however minor or seemingly irrelevant to the storyline." -34
Chalker, Jack       Changewinds series                11
   "...does deal some with physical transformations, but not as much as
other series/stories." -11
Chalker, Jack       Dancing Gods series               2,11
   "fantasy; magic and lycanthropy; 4"; "...essentially humor/parody, and
the first three books are rather fun." -11
Chalker, Jack       Downtiming the Nightside          11
   "SF; time travel; 1" -11
Chalker, Jack       Four Lords of the Diamond series  7,11,13
   "(4 books - some of his better work)" -7
   "SF; virus; 3" -11
Chalker, Jack       Identity Matrix                   11
   "SF; Alien ability and advanced science; 5"; "male->female nymphomaniac
transformation.  The transformee is unwilling, and the change into a 
nymphomaniac (AFTER the change into a woman) both intentional and logical  
within the context of the story.  Here, as throughout Chalker's stories,
the strongest part of the story is the reactions of the "reasonable"
character to the transformation." -11
Chalker, Jack       Rings of the Masters series       11
   "SF; Advanced science and natural ability; 3" -11
Chalker, Jack       Soul Rider (Flux and Anchor) series  1,2,11,17
   "...deal with people being transformed via spells into all types of
creatures and variations of creatures, both willingly and unwillingly." -1
   "SF; conversion mass -> energy -> mass; 4" -11
Chalker, Jack       Web of the Chozen                 11,22
   "SF; virus; 3" -11
Chalker, Jack       Well World (Well of Souls) series 1,11,13,17
   "The Well world books basically have big holes in space where humans
sometimes fall in.  They are then transported to the Well World, where they
are transformed into one of 800+ different species." -1
   "SF; machine; 4" -11

David, Peter        Howling Mad                       3,11
   "about a wolf who gets bitten by a werewolf and turns human 3 nights a
month" -3
   "Fantasy; lycanthropy (in reverse); 3" -11

Dickson, Gordon R.  The Dragon and the George         15
Dickson, Gordon R.  The Dragon Knight                 15

Donaldson, Stephen  Daughter of Regals                4,21
   "(from the anthology of the same name) - Weredragon!" -4

Eddings, David      Castle of Wizardry                9
Eddings, David      Demon Lord of Karanda             9
Eddings, David      Enchanter's End Game              9
Eddings, David      Guardians of the West             9
Eddings, David      King of the Murgos                9
Eddings, David      Magician's Gambit                 9
Eddings, David      Pawn of Prophecy                  9
Eddings, David      Queen of Sorcery                  9
Eddings, David      Seeress of Kell                   9
Eddings, David      Sorceress of Darshiva             9
   "The books are Fantasy, and can be found almost anywhere.  They deal
extensively with Shapechanging.  They are all excellent books.  Subjects
also touched upon are Demons, and the transforming of others into other
shapes.  You would have to read them to understand what I mean." -9

Farmer, Philip Jose Riverworld series                 11

Foster, Alan Dean   Icerigger and sequels             22
   "summer/winter climate adaptation" -22
Foster, Alan Dean   The Morphodite series             22
   "must read to appreciate" -22

Gerrold, David      Moonstar Odyssey                  25
   "This book is about a society where a person's gender is not fixed until
maturity and the problems caused to someone who doesn't know which to
choose.  I remember it as quite well written." -25

Heinlein, Robert A  I Will Fear No Evil               11
   "SF; brain transplant; 3" -11
Heinlein, Robert A  Stranger in a Strange Land        15

Kafka, Franz        Metamorphosis                     4,13,22,32

Kurtz, Katheryn     Deryni series                     9
   "If you are interested in Paranormal humans, also check [this] out" -9

Kuttner, Henry      A Gnome There Was (short story)   29
   "a truly bizarre 'transformation' story... more like fantasy than SF."
- -29 

Le Guin, Ursula K.  The Left Hand of Darkness         6
   "The transfomations between the sexes there are more for anthropological
reasons: a study of how a genderless society would work." -6

Lee, Tanith         Drinking Saphire Wine             26
   "Teenagers frequently suicide so thay can have new bodies, sometimes
designed by themselves.  Frequent sex changes, ocassional non-human forms."
- -26 

Lewis, C. S.        Till We Have Faces                6
   "One very good novel that has transformations as the central theme
(though not overtly)...a retelling of the Psyche-Cupid myth, from the
vantage point of one of the evil sisters"

Martin, George
  R. R. (ed.)       Wild Cards series                 13

McCammon, Robert    The Wolf's Hour                   10
   "It's 500+ pages long and god-awful.  In my humble opinion, of
course."-10 
McCameron(?),Robert Wolf's Hour                       11
   "Horror; lycanthropy; not read" -11

Myers, John Myers   Silverlock                        18
   "has a character that is turned into an ass by an evil prince who wants
the hand of the character's lover in marriage" -18

Niven, Larry        Protector                         22,23
Niven, Larry        The Ringworld Engineers           4
   "Teela Brown becomes a Pak protector" -4
Niven, Larry        World of Ptavvs                   23

Norton, Andre       Exiles of the Stars               28
   "[sequel to Moon of Three Rings;] Both are good solid Andre Norton
books." -28
Norton, Andre       Horn Crown                        24
Norton, Andre       Jargoon Pard                      21
Norton, Andre       Moon of Three Rings               27,28
   "About a man who intervenes in the destruction of an animal and is 
killed by the 'owner'.  A witch transfers his essence into the animal.  
They search for a human(esque) body for him before he becomes the animal 
for real.  The story is told from three different perspectives." -27
Norton, Andre       Steel Magic                       24
Norton, Andre       Victory on Janus                  24
   "There is also a prequel to this but I don't remember the name of it"
- -24 
Norton, Andre       Year of the Unicorn               21,24

Ovid                Metamorphoses                     16
   "This work was composed around the first century A.D., and was written
as a sort of history of the world according to (Greek-influenced) Roman
mythology. To give coherence to what was essentially a collection of short
tales, Ovid chose those stories with the common theme of transformation of
people or things into something else. Thus, the title..." -16

Powers, Tim         The Anubis Gates                  30
   "One of the bad guys, in an attempt to revive the long-dead Egyptian
gods, gets in over his head and is slapped with the "mark" of Anubis, the
jackal god - he begins to turn into one.  He finds the gradual physical
changes very annoying, but being a resourceful sorcerer he devises a way of
'swapping souls' with other people.  The catch is, the curse follows his
soul; the net result is that after a few weeks, when he is really starting
to look unhuman, he 'swaps' with an innocent person.  He gets a new body,
and the other person is left in the body of a were-jackal.  Of course, he
usually sees to it that the body he leaves does not hold out for very
long...  After a few weeks, he's messed up his new body and has to do the
whole thing again.  Besides being an interesting concept, Powers turns it
into a powerful plot device which he employs in pulling off massive coups
on the reader.  Made for some really good plot twisting, and since the book
is primarily a time-travel story it also lent itself to some interesting
paradoxes.  I highly recommend it." -30

Reaves, Michael     The Shattered World               4,19
   "Main character becomes a bear" -4
   "...a fantasy novel with an interesting twist.  It is one of the truly
'original' books I have read recently.  There is a fair amount of shape
changing both voluntary, and involuntary in it." -19

Robberson, Jennifer Chronicles of the Cheysuli series 9
   "Quite good, but not fantastic" -9

Rucker, Rudy        Master of Space and Time          22
   "Whimsical fancy, mainly, with some wish-list body changes" -22

Sheckley, Robert    Mindswap                          34

Sheffield, Charles  Proteus Unbound                   13
Sheffield, Charles  Sight of Proteus                  5,13
   "This book is ok, better if you like Sheffield.  You might have a hard
time finding it though.  I rarely see any of his older stuff around." -5
   "...about a society in which 'form-change- is common technology." -13

Simak, Clifford     Desertion                         11
   "SF short story; genetic manipulation; not read; can be found in Ace
collection 'Changes', ISBN:0-441-10260-3, pub. 1983" -11
Simak, Clifford     The Werewolf Principle            24

Stevenson, R. L.    Dr. jeckyll and Mr. Hyde          15

Tolkien, J. R. R.   The Lord of the Rings series      4

van Vogt, A. E.     short stories                     33
   "...they range from funny to some of the best, he has a least a dozen
variations on a theme that the universe is filled with human like
intelligences with today's Earth at the lowest level of a hierarchy leading
to the "Great Galactics" who are god like, I can't remember the title but
one discusses a situation where a scientist creates a compound that causes
accelerated evolution with in an organism and illegally uses it on two
assistants.  It was one of the very best short stories I have ever read
because of the ending line." -33

van Vogt, A. E.     The Enchanted Village             10,20
van Vogt, A. E.     The Silkie                        22
van Vogt, A. E.     Supermind                         14
   "...not one of his best books, especially since it combines some short 
stories into a kind of novels, but it describes a quite impressive mental 
transformation in lots of details.  It is short and readable, unless you
have an allergy to Van Vogt...  I liked it, even though I'm aware of its 
shortcomings." -14

Wells, H. G.        Food of the Gods                  22
   "Advanced foodstuffs make superhuman giants" -22

Wheeler, Scott      Matters of Form                   28
   "Uses a very advanced genetic virus to induce shapechanging." -28

Williamson, Jack    Darker Than You Think             3,15,22,31
   "an SF horror about werewolves in space -31"
   [D. Jay Newman listed this as being by A. B. Chandler; did Chandler
    write one by this title too?]

Yarbro, Chelsea Q.  The Palace                        21
Yarbro, Chelsea Q.  Path of the Eclipse               21
   "...writes about a vampire who transforms but, skirts gingerly around
exactly what Saint Germain transforms into - beast, wolf..." -21

Zahn, Timothy       The Blackcollar                   22
Zahn, Timothy       Cobra                             22
   (On both of the above) "Again, military enhancements" -22

Zelazny, Roger      The Amber Novels                  4
   "The shape change abilities of the chaos lords" -4
Zelazny, Roger      Lord of Light                     11
   "SF; body-swapping; not read" -11

Zindell, David      Neverness                         11
   "SF; Genetic manipulation; not read" -11

------------------------------
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Date: 23 May 91 20:24:44 GMT
From: dirk@ecst.csuchico.edu (Dirk Walls)
Subject: Suggested Reading

Having been turned on to a few good books and authors I have read about on
the net, and since I haven't seen her name mentioned on here, I thought I
would recommend Lois McMaster Bujold to anyone out there looking for
something good to read.  Her novels and short stories about Miles
Vorkosigan are really good.  You should go out and read some right now.
Reminds me a bit of Harrison's Stainless Steel Rat stories, but not as
juvenile, and better to.  Give one a try.

Dirk
dirk@ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 12:41:15 GMT
From: steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein)
Subject: Re: Cherryh Universe timeline?

Cherryh timeline take 2 (after actually RE-READING some of the stuff)

2301 Union formed
     40000 in Gehenna (before DB Sta?)
2353 Downbelow Station
     Merchanter's Luck
     Rimrunners
2400-20 Cyteen (Ari Emory 2 born ~2400)

later?
     Faded Sun
     Chanur
     Serpent's Reach

various, indeterminable:
     Morgaine

Stephen Harker tells me there's a timeline in Merovingen Nights #1.  I
cannot find this book around, nor can I find 40000 in Gehenna.

Steve Stein

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 14:12:34 GMT
From: erich@betwixt.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Cherryh Universe timeline?

The timeline of post-Gehenna history (you can pick up pre-Gehenna history
from _Merchanter's Luck_ and _Forty Thousand in Gehenna_) is located in
_Angel with the Sword_ (which is, IMAO, not as good as a lot of Cherryh's
other work). This is not specifically a "Merovingen Nights" book, though it
was the first book Cherryh wrote in that setting.

_Port Eternity_, I believe, shares a common FTL system and the use of
cloned servants, doesn't it? But it's pretty unconnected to the rest of the
universe. The Morgaine series, I believe, is set in the far future;
however, there are little references at the beginning of the first book to
the "Union Science Bureau" or some such.
 
erich@tybalt.caltech.edu
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 18:19:25 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Louise Cooper

For those who have not discovered them yet, I would like to unashamedly
recommend the "Time Master" and "Chaos Gate" trilogies by Louise Cooper.

The Time Master trilogy consists of "The Initiate", "The Outcast", and "The
Master", and is a rewrite (and expansion) of an earlier novel ("The Lord of
No Time", but you would have to be VERY lucky to find a copy since it
hasn't been in print for a LONG time).  It examines the theme of the war
between the Gods of Law and the Gods of Chaos from a new and very
interesting angle.  The joy of these books, apart from the theme and
conclusion (No spoilers here - read it yourself and find out!!!), are the
characters of the major protagonists and her tight handling of their
interactions.  Very, very well handled.  Of course all of this is IMHO.  If
you want to get a feel for the trilogy read the Prologue of Book One, by
the time I reached the end of it (and the line "And someday Chaos shall
return...") I was totally hooked ;-)

The Chaos Gate trilogy is set a century after the conclusion of the Time
Master trilogy.  It consists of "The Deciever", "The Pretender", and "The
Avenger".  Books 1 and 2 have been released by Bantam Spectra in America,
with Book 3 due out in December '91; I have not seen any English release
yet.  I found the presence of extracts from the next book in the series
very irritating, mainly because in each case it was a number of months
until the release of the next book.  If you liked the first trilogy you
will also enjoy this one.  Although the story could probably stand alone, I
heavily recommend that the reader starts with the Time Master trilogy,
since many of the protagonists from the first trilogy make an appearance
(at least in cameo) in the second.

BTW this recommendation is due to just finishing the second book of Chaos
Gate.  It looks like book 3 will be very interesting (the extract in book 2
portends the gathering of all the sides at one location, and it will be
very interesting how/if the peace invoked at the end of the first trilogy
will be returned to the world).

As for Louise Coopers other books, the Indigo series (currently "Nemesis",
"Inferno","Infanta", and "Nocturne") is much less tightly written (in a
word, the series develops slowly.  IMHO I think the series will be 8 books
in length; it's currently stopped at a natural resting point).  It is not
until book 4 that the series shows the strengths of the above two
trilogies.  Her solo novel "Mirage" is neither bad nor excellent, and
compared to the Time master trilogy (it was published just after) it was a
slight disappointment.  She has also written "The Thorn Key" (a children's
book) and another book which features a journey through the Tarot (the name
of which escapes me, but it has also been out of print for a LONG time).
The latter is an interesting idea, but, like The Lord of No Time, lacks the
skill shown in her later books.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 16:39:43 GMT
From: rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln)
Subject: Honorifics in the Mallorean (no spoilers)

I'm wondering about the honorifics, or name prefixes, used in the Belgariad
and the Mallorean, specifically, Bel* and Pol*.  I had assumed Bel referred
to great (sorcerous) men, i.e. Belgarath, Belgarion, Beldin.  Conversely I
reasoned that Pol was for women; Polgara, Poledra.  But then what about
Polgara's twin sister, Beldaran?  First of all she was a woman, second,
unless I'm mistaken, she didn't possess the power.  Any insights?

Roger H. Lincoln
MITRE Corp.
Burlington Rd.
Bedford, MA
rhl@mbunix.mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 19:32:21 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Dan Bernstein)
Subject: Re: Honorifics in the Mallorean (no spoilers)

rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln) writes:
>I'm wondering about the honorifics, or name prefixes, used in the
>Belgariad and the Mallorean, specifically, Bel* and Pol*. 

All the male disciples of Aldur have Bel- attached to the front of their
names, thus Garion => Belgarion.  Of course, I'd be *real* careful about
referring to someone as Garath or Din...  In one of the books, it is
explained that "Bel" means "beloved", I don't remember where.

As for Pol and Beldaran, I have no clue.

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 05:16:22 GMT
From: mcervera@physics.adelaide.edu.au (MAC the Knife)
Subject: Re: Honorifics in the Mallorean (no spoilers)

aahz@netcom.COM (Dan Bernstein) writes:
> In one of the books, it is explained that "Bel" means "beloved", I don't
> remember where.

Belgarath actually explained this to Garion. This was in "The Guardians of
the West" the scene being in Belgarath's tower where Garion had just
brought to him the message hidden under the spot in the Mrin Codex.

mcervera@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 14:18:42 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re:  SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #191

markc@hpcvlx.cv.hp.com (Mark Cook) writes about George Alec Effinger's _The
Exile Kiss_:
>I just finished reading my copy and found it a bit disappointing.  Not
>that Effinger didn't remain faithful to Marid and company, or the
>Bedayeen, but because the plot seemed to be sort of 'throw-away'.  Very
>light, not much intrigue, kind of 'fluffy'.  Almost as if he said to
>himself, "Ho-hum.  Time to crank out another sequel."  I was finished
>reading it way too soon.  Don't get me wrong. I'm not sorry I bought the
>book, and I hope he keeps writing this line of stories, but (IMHO) this is
>the weakest of the three books in the series ("When Gravity Fails", "A
>Fire in the Sun", and "Exile Kiss").  Darn.

I also just finished reading _The Exile Kiss_.  I think I understand your
criticisms of the book, but I came away with a different interpretation.

You call the plot "throw-away," as if Effinger simply cranked out a
sequel in some mechanical fashion: I disagree.  A lot of things laid
out in the first two books got cemented more firmly together, which I 
think will provide a sturdier foundation for future books.  At several
junctures, I had a firm impression that Effinger was putting a lot of 
thought into where the series had been and where it might go--not in 
the sense of setting up loose ends but on a more philosophical level.

With respect to philosophical issues, perhaps that's why you found the
plot "very light."  The first two books were such whirlwinds of action
that it would easy to feel let down by an installment that put more into
character development and setting.  Granted, Effinger is not as good at
these things as he obviously is at intricate plot lines, but I think his
time was well spent, especially in allowing the reader to become better
acquainted with characters like Papa, Chiri, Indihar, Shaykh Reda, and
of course Marid Audran himself.  I also felt I got a more concrete feel
for the Budayeen as a "safe" urban place versus the desert as livable 
hell.  These are elements difficult to develop in the midst of dense,
all-absorbing plot intrigue, so I thought it was a profitable trade-off.

All in all, this is a much more subtle book, and I think its value will
become clearer in the context of the series as it grows.  I griped about
paying $11 for the paperback when it FINALLY came out 9 months late, but
I'm glad I did and recommend the whole series to everyone, particularly if
one has any interest in Arabic culture.  A friend of mine with a degree in
Arabic has thanked me time and again for lending her the first two books.

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 20:52:22 GMT
From: jasona@sco.com ( blond and proud of it )
Subject: Re: Timewars (spoilers)

plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown) writes:
>Great series! I own all 11. I have been getting them since the series
>started back in '84 or so. The series is backed up by an unusually well
>thought out "scientific" background.

They started to decline during issues 6-9, but the last two have seemed to
pick up a bit. The thing I like the most about the series is that at the
end of each book you keep thinking to yourself, "This can't possibly get
any worse." And then he comes out with the next one. (By "worse", I mean
the time stream getting more and more polluted).

One of the things that blew it for me during issues 6-9 is the resurrection
of Bishop. I think the character should have stayed dead.  Plus all the
constant Deus-ex-machine of Prof. Darkness.

I've also enjoyed the couple of other things he's written (_Psycodrome_,
_Psycodrome II_ and _Friday the 13th, part V_) all so-so books put pleasent
reading. Has anybody found anything he's scripted under his real name,
Nicholas Yermakov?

Jasona

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 01:35:45 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Heinlein (was Re: Dick books)

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu (Demosthenes) writes:
> Look - you want misogyny? Read Robert Heinlein. Don't tell me about
> misogyny in P. K. Dick, this guy is MILD compared to Heinlein.

I'd only remind the other readers that, when the standard for book covers
were naked females hanging head down from strange looking vines(*),
Heinlein had smart and competent women as heroines, as in Glory Road, The
Rolling Stones, Podkayne of Mars, etc.

Of course, smart and pretty women are an easy object of hatred by the
outclassed females and inferiorized males, so that must be the root of the
problem - Heinlein was setting them up ;-)

By the way, Heinlein and Dick were friends of sorts.  In spite of all the
difference of their outlooks on life, Heinlein was one of the persons who
helped out Philip Dick when he was in financial trouble.  (The sort of
financial trouble that made Dick buy dog food to eat.)  If memory serves,
this is told by Dick himself, in a preface to one of his books.

(*) I have one of those, 1950/60s vintage (found it used).  Actually it's
not as bad as it sounds, and as cover art it beats much of the inane stuff
around.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 21:10:00 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu (Demosthenes) writes:
>> Look - you want misogyny? Read Robert Heinlein. Don't tell me about
>> misogyny in P. K. Dick, this guy is MILD compared to Heinlein.
>
>I'd only remind the other readers that, when the standard for book covers
>were naked females hanging head down from strange looking vines(*),
>Heinlein had smart and competent women as heroines, as in Glory Road, The
>Rolling Stones, Podkayne of Mars, etc.

Okay, first things first.  Heinlein obviously liked at least one woman a
great deal; he kept writing books about her!  She's bright, oversexed and
can't stop talking about it, and competent at every known art and
profession.  Very much like Heinlein Man, as a matter of fact.  ;-) I'll
fight to the death to defend Heinlein against charges of misogyny.

Now, whether Heinlein had some odd views about what women were like, there
we can have a debate.  I've never met a woman who reminded me of, say,
Friday, or Deety.  I can't really identify with most of Heinlein's later
heroines.  (Damn, I wish my memory weren't decaying; there's a Dorothy
Parker poem about Bohemians who "never say nothing, and never say no" that
pretty much epitomizes the Heinlein attitude toward sex.)

BTW, *Podkayne of Mars* is an unfortunate choice to defend Heinlein's use
of smart and competent women; according to Heinlein himself in *Grumbles
From The Grave*, *Podkayne* was supposed to be [paraphrased from memory]
"the tragedy of an intelligent woman's [Podkayne's mother] neglect of her
children."  Heinlein himself referred to Podkayne's aspirations of becoming
a mother *and* a starship pilot as silly.  At least when *Podkayne* was
written, Heinlein seems to have believed that a mother's [not necessarily a
woman's] place was in the home.

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 02:58:58 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: Heinlein and women (was Re: Dick books)

rmt@msel.unh.edu (Roy M. Turner) writes:
> On the subject of Heinlein's putative misogyny, and the rather nasty
> replies defending him, I'd just like to add my two-cents.
> I remember reading _Stranger in a Strange Land_ a *long* time ago and
> thinkin "what a male chauvinist pig Heinlein must be".  I mean, the book
> gives lip service to strong females, etc., but Harshaw (sp?) treats Ann,
> Dorcas, and whats-her-name (Miriam?) like cute little empty-headed girls,
> groupies, really.  _Time Enough for Love_ had stories in it of the same
> ilk, or so I remember them.  None of Heinlein's own opinions may be
> showing up in such stories, of course; but in my opinion, often in his
> books the attitude toward women would seem to be "isn't it cute when they
> are smart/competent/etc.?"  That may not qualify as misogyny, but to me
> it seems to put women in the role of bright pets.

Amen. I remember reading _Number Of The Beast_ (okay, maybe not the best
Heinlein ever written, but it was still Heinlein) getting through the first
twenty pages, and thinking, "the most this guy has done in describing this
lady is to tell whether or not her nipples are hard." I haven't had much of
a reason to read much Heinlein since, and I am basing my opinion on this
one book. I could be in error.  I have not, as yet, read such "classics"
(using the term very lightly) as _Stranger In A Strange Land_ and _Starship
Troopers_ - although I do own copies of both, and intend to read them as
soon as I get through the other 80+ books I have awaiting attention.

Heinlein: Either you love him or you hate him. If you love him you REALLY
love him. If you hate him, you REALLY hate him.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 24 May 91 02:42:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Fionavar tapestry

8718288@ul.ie writes:
> Pete Gardner enthuses:
>>Has anyone apart from myself been fortunate enough to read this series?
>>It is composed of three books: "The Summer Tree", "The Wandering Fire",
>>and "The Darkest Road".
>
>>IMHO, this is some of the best fantasy written since Lord of the Rings.
>>Truly epic in scope, it sweeps the reader along with a force and
>>intensity that is truly rare in F/SF these days.
>
> I agree entirely.  "The Fionavar Tapestry" is one of my all-time
> favourite fantasy series.  I certainly think it's better than "Lord of
> the Rings",

While I liked the Fionavar Tapestry (I read only the first two books), I
found a lot of it seemed very derivative. I kept seeing cliches in every
chapter!

The sacrifice by the hero was just a replay of Jesus's crucifiction wasn't
it? And the northern nomadic stuff took me right back to 'Red Moon and
Black Mountain' by Joy Chant <now THAT is a book I consider to be a
classic>. And so on. There really wasn't much that I could find original in
there.

Very good light reading though. Not to be compared with 'Lord of the
Rings', 'Earthsea', 'Riddle Master of Hed' etc., though.

Hari

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 18:46:11 GMT
From: kcc@wucs1.wustl.edu (Ken Cox)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner) writes:
>I was under the impression that the next few volumes would be about the
>Galactic Rebellion.  Marc will figure prominently in these books.  How
>many books do you think she'll fit that into?

I seem to recall that May indicated at the end of _The Adversary_ (Pliocene
IV) that the Rebellion would be covered in three books; I think the titles
mentioned were
   Jack the Bodiless
   Diamond Mask
   Magnificat
So the answer is three, if her plans haven't changed.

Ken Cox
kcc@wucs1.wustl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 23:48:10 GMT
From: tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

kcc@wucs1.wustl.edu (Ken Cox) writes:
>tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner) writes:
>>I was under the impression that the next few volumes would be about the
>>Galactic Rebellion.  Marc will figure prominently in these books.  How
>>many books do you think she'll fit that into?
>
>I seem to recall that May indicated at the end of _The Adversary_
>(Pliocene IV) that the Rebellion would be covered in three books; I think
>the titles mentioned were
>   Jack the Bodiless
>   Diamond Mask
>   Magnificat
>So the answer is three, if her plans haven't changed.

You're right there.  I wonder what she means by Magnificat?  Webster says
it means: 1) the hymn of the Virgin Mary in Luke 1:46-55 and 2) any song,
poem, or hymn of praise.  Is this supposed to be about some psychic healing
that goes on after the Rebellion?

Ryan
tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 01:49:52 GMT
From: d25001@mic.lonestar.org (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: lensmen

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>In the Berkeley edition of the Lensman books is the title"Spacehounds of
>IPC".  I've never heard of this book anywhere else.  Perhaps it's one of
>the more well-known books, under a different title.

   _Spacehounds_ was written before the Lensman stories.  It first appeared
in _Amazing_Stories_ as a 3 part serial, beginning in the July 1931 issue.
_Triplanetary_ first appeared in 1934, and _Galactic_ _Patrol_, the first
true "Lensman" story appeared in 1937.  Doc added to _Triplanetary_ to make
it part of the series for book publication in the late 1940's.  He chose
not to do this for _Spacehounds_, which has no ties with any other stories.

   _Spacehounds_ has been reprinted every now and then.  I suspect that it
is less well known than most Smith novels because it has no ties to his
other works.  If you like the Lensman and Skylark books, you'll like
_Spacehounds_, but it is a lesser work.

>Also, does anyone know the proper order of the Skylark books?  An older
>edition has Skylark Three as second, the Berkeley edition has it third.
>_Skylark Three_ was published second, but _Skylark Valeron_ (Berkeley's
>second) may have been published after _Three_ but filled in gaps between
>_SoS_ and _ST_, like _First Lensman_, although in second place
>chronologically, was published last.  

    The internal order of the Skylark books is exactly the same as the
order of writing and of publication:

   The Skylark Of Space
   Skylark Three
   The Skylark Of Valeron
   Skylark Duquesne

   The first two _Skylarks_ (these are the names of space ships, in case
anyone is wondering) were built during the first book.  The second book
details the adventures of the third ship.  I suspect that some editorial
flunky at Berkeley was confused by the number "Three" in the title - it's
an easy mistake if you have not read the books.

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 05:02:09 GMT
From: moews@math.berkeley.edu (David Moews)
Subject: E.E. Smith

Here's a stupid, nitpicking question for you E.E. Smith fans out there.  In
Pringle's THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO SCIENCE FICTION, he says that the current
editions of THE SKYLARK OF SPACE have been edited slightly to remove
`touches of racism and various _longeurs_.'  Does anyone know what these
changes were?  Is this responsible for the mention of `atomics' when
DuQuesne's flunky blows himself up experimenting with disintegrating
copper, or was this in the original?

David Moews
moews@math.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 09:58:37 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: E.E. Smith

moews@math.berkeley.edu (David Moews) writes:
> Here's a stupid, nitpicking question for you E.E. Smith fans out there.
> In Pringle's THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO SCIENCE FICTION, he says that the
> current editions of THE SKYLARK OF SPACE have been edited slightly to
> remove `touches of racism and various _longeurs_.'  Does anyone know what
> these changes were?  Is this responsible for the mention of `atomics'
> when DuQuesne's flunky blows himself up experimenting with disintegrating
> copper, or was this in the original?  

   SINCE you asked, on about the first page, there's a reference to a black
handyman who's a general cleaner-upper in and around Seaton's lab.  (A
black friend to whom I once loaned that early edition of SKYLARK OF SPACE
just shrugged and commented that, at the time it was written, that was what
his grand-dad was doing for a living.)  There are a couple of off-handed
remarks later in the book that reflect a bit of the attitudes of the time,
but it's certainly not a Ku Klux Klan tract; personally, I found the
stiltedness of the "love" scenes far more disquieting, since they had been
written by putative adults.
   The first hardback edition of "SKYLARK OF SPACE" dates from around '46,
and the second edition from '47, I believe.  E.E.S. himself edited SOS for
the first Pyramid paperback edition in the very late fifties, practically
into '60, and that was his preferred version.  It's the one you mention
wherein most of the epithets are elided.  He mentioned once that he'd
practically grown up in a lumber camp, and that his co-workers had been of
all sizes, shapes, races, colors, and religions, and there wasn't a man
among them he hadn't been proud to shake the hand of.  He was, first and
foremost, a *gentle* man, and didn't care what packages people happened to
come in; he reserved his hatred for fools and conscienceless lazy types.
   (Among the lectures Seaton gives in the first version of the book is a
couple of pages of railing about the idiots who made platinum a "jewelry
metal," thereby upping the price to the point where chemists couldn't
afford to use it in lab gear.  That kind of thing really steamed him up!
   If you'd like an example, there's a segment in "TRIPLANETARY" or "FIRST
LENSMAN" (sorry, I don't remember which, but probably the former) that's
practically autobiographical; it discusses a man who puts his career on the
line to stop the manufacture of dangerous material.  It's drawn from a real
event in EES's life.  SLOBBERY got his dander up, but not where a man's
ancestors came from.

   I'll have to have notice on the use of the word "atomics," since I'll
need to re-read the book to find out about that one!

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 15:54:05 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: E.E. Smith

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>   If you'd like an example, there's a segment in "TRIPLANETARY" or "FIRST
>LENSMAN" (sorry, I don't remember which, but probably the former) that's
>practically autobiographical; it discusses a man who puts his career on
>the line to stop the manufacture of dangerous material.  It's drawn from a
>real event in EES's life.  SLOBBERY got his dander up,

   It's from TRIPLANETARY, in the WWII section. Ralph K. Kinnison discovers
that brittle firing pins are being used in shells that his group (the
"Siberians") are working on. That process is changed, but later the bosses
try to force the use of a faster manufacturing process that causes
dangerous cavitations. In the resultant conflict, Kinnison manages to get
the heavy leaning stopped, but has to leave. He points out that he can't
lose too much because he's too well known in the field to be
blackballed. I presume that, too, is autobiographical.

   According to Heinlein (who practically idolized Doc), the hardrock
mining scene in First Lensman was also autobiographical.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 03:10:46 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: Tad Williams update

For those wondering where the new Tad Williams book is, I talked to him
tonight and he passed this along: it's *almost* done and should be
published in early or mid 1992. It's been a slow, difficult process because
it's the final book in the series and he's trying to make sure all the
loose ends get tied up. He says he thinks it'll end up longer than
Dragonbone Chair was.

So it's coming as fast as he can write it. Honest.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 18:18:57 GMT
From: robl@hpnmdla.sr.hp.com (Rob Laddish)
Subject: Zelazny: Eye of Cat *spoilers*

   I recently read Zelazny's "Eye of Cat" and found it interesting, but
with a very confusing ending. (it's Zelazny all right! :-) My impression
was that the main character survived the final battle (with what? himself?)
and that perhaps his old enemy "joined consiousness" with the guy who died.
However, I am very confused. (and a little disappointed)
   Any other ideas? Speculation?

Robert Laddish
HEWLETT/hp/PACKARD
HP Santa Rosa, Ca.
robl@hpnmd.hp.com           

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 04:07:24 GMTF
rom: wscart01@ulkyvx.bitnet
Subject: Roger Zelazny :Book List!

Someone wanted a list of Zelazny works, here they are:

*SIDENOTES
<  = Date of Ed.      +  = ID         [] = # of pages
G  = Got it           P  = Paperback  H  = Hardback
R  = Read it          N  = Need it    D  = Don't want it
F  = First Run        C  = Combo ed.  B  = Bookclub Ed.  

Zelazny Roger , A Dark Traveling <1987 +GHRF [143]
Zelazny Roger , Blood Of Amber (Amber #7) <1986 +GHRB [182]
Zelazny Roger , Bridge Of Ashes <1989 +GPRF [154]
Zelazny Roger , Changling (Madwand #1) <1988 +GHRBI [251]
Zelazny Roger , Chronicles Of Amber Volume 1 <1986 +GHRB [338]
                Nine Princes In Amber (Amber #1) [156]
                The Guns Of Avalon (Amber #2) [181]
Zelazny Roger , Chronicles Of Amber Volume 2 <1986 +GHRB [434]
                Sign Of The Unicorn (Amber #3) [152]
                The Hand Of Oberon (Amber #4) [150]
                The Courts Of Chaos (Amber #5) [131]
Zelazny Roger , Creatures Of Light And Darkness <1970 +GPRF [190]
Zelazny Roger , Damnation Alley +D
Zelazny Roger , Deus Irae +N
Zelazny Roger , Dilvish, The Damned <1982 +GHRB [183]
Zelazny Roger , Doorways In The Sand <1987 +GHRB [181]
Zelazny Roger , Eye Of Cat <1987 +GHRB [181]
Zelazny Roger , Four For Tomorrow (Only one short story) +D
Zelazny Roger , Frost And Fire <1989 +GHRB [288]
Zelazny Roger , He Who Shapes (Tor Double Novel #12) <1989 +GPR [107]
Zelazny Roger , Isle Of The Dead <1969 +GPRF [190]
Zelazny Roger , Jack Of Shadows <1972 +GPRF [236]
Zelazny Roger , Knight Of Shadows (Amber #9) <1989 +GHRF [251] 
Zelazny Roger , Lord Of Light <1969 +GPR [319]
Zelazny Roger , Madwand (Madwand #2) <1988 +GHRB [214]
Zelazny Roger , My Name Is Legion <1988 +GPR [213]
Zelazny Roger , Roadmarks <1986 +GPR [185]
Zelazny Roger , Sign Of Chaos (Amber #8) <1987 +GHRB [184]
Zelazny Roger , The Black Throne (With Fred Saberhagen)<1990 +GPUF [278]
Zelazny Roger , The Changing Land <1982 +GHRB [185]
Zelazny Roger , The Doors Of His Face, The Lamps Of His Mouth,
                And Other Stories <1974 +GPRF [252]
Zelazny Roger , The Dream Master <1982 +GPR [182]
Zelazny Roger , The Last Defender Of Camelot <1987 +GHRB [279]
Zelazny Roger , The Mask Of Loki (With Thomas T Thomas)<1990 +GPRF [340] 
Zelazny Roger , This Immortal <1987 +GHRB [184]
Zelazny Roger , To Die In Italbar <1973 +GHRF [183]
Zelazny Roger , To Spin Is Miracle +N
Zelazny Roger , Today We Choose Faces <1973 +GPRF [174]
Zelazny Roger , Trumps Of Doom (Amber #6) <1985 +GHRB [183]
Zelazny Roger , Unicorn Variations <1988 +GHRB [213]

That's all.

There is a question about _To Spin Is Miracle_ and _Deus Irae_.  I have
NEVER seen either book, held one, or heard of someone with a copy and yet I
had a reference to them by a relible source that they exist. _TSIM_ was
referenced by a publisher's list to be publish at the time of _Frost and
Fire_. _Deus Irae_ was mentioned by a CON seller as to exist. If anyone has
information regarding them, let me know.

Stuart Carter
University of Louisville
Physics Dept.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 19:27:44 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Roger Zelazny :Book List!

All this talk about Zelazny has reminded me about my favorite Zelazny
books: _The_Changeling_ and _Madwand_.  The end of _Madwand_ read like
there should be another book (at least) after it.  However, Zelazny never
followed up on it.  I've now given up hope for a sequel.  I don't suppose
anyone has any rumors that might rekindle my hope, would you?

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 13:41:09 GMT
From: mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Answer to: Looking for a title/author name: HELP

> Story line:
> There is a living space ship.  It is a designed organism.  The captain of
> this ship has come into possession of a largish egg-like artifact
> (ostrich egg sized, as I recall).  This indestructible object is engraved
> with incredibly small images that the captain studies with an electron
> microscope.  The egg is highly intelligent but is unable to manipulate
> the universe other than to communicate with people.  The egg uses its
> intelligence to manipulate humans to do its bidding with such cleverness
> that the humans it coaxes become afraid of not doing what it says.  This
> egg was created by one of three incredibly old witches.  In this story,
> the universe is closed and after some tens of billions of years it always
> stops expanding, collapses, and a new bigbang creates a new universe.
> These witches have managed to survive three or four such cycles.  The
> witch that created the egg is trying to retrieve the egg.

Thank you for your replies.  It appears that the book is called The
Unreasoning Mask, by Philip Jose Farmer.  It also appears to be out of
print and my calling around hasn't turned up a used book store with a copy.
 
Michael McGinnis
Academic Computing Center  
University of Kansas   
Lawrence, Kansas  66045
(913)864-0413
internet: mcginnis@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
bitnet: mcginnis@ukanvax
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 24 May 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 206

Today's Topics:

		     Television - Blake's 7 (2 msgs) &
                                  Knight Rider 2000 (7 msgs) &
                                  Quantum Leap

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 13:50:32 GMT
From: DAB@math.ams.com (Alison Buckser)
Subject: Blake's 7

I was wondering if someone could (if possible) explain who Blake's 7 were
and what they were doing. I've only ever managed to catch 2 episodes on
late night PBS. In the first one, the team, led by Blake, were all killed
trying to enter some underground fortress. In the second one, the team, led
by Avon, were all killed trying to rescue Blake.

Needless to say, I don't quite understand what's going on. 

If this has been hashed out too many time on the net, could you email me?

Many, many thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 00:48:25 GMT
From: jjackson@dcs.simpact.com (John A. Jackson)
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

Alison Buckser writes:
>I was wondering if someone could (if possible) explain who Blake's 7 were
>and what they were doing. I've only ever managed to catch 2 episodes on
>late night PBS. In the first one, the team, led by Blake, were all killed
>trying to enter some underground fortress. In the second one, the team,
>led by Avon, were all killed trying to rescue Blake.
>
>Needless to say, I don't quite understand what's going on. 

   Blake's 7 is a series of 52 episodes from 1977 through 1981 about a band
of "Freedom Fighters" trying to destroy, or at least irritate as much as
possible, the evil Federation.  The high officials of the Federation had a
bad habit of using, abusing, and all around ignoring the basic human rights
of the "lower ranks of society" toward their own evil, greedy ends.  Think
of the Federation as the equivalent of the "Empire" in _Star Wars_.

   In the beginning of the series, Blake's 7 consisted of the following
characters:

     Blake: A rather compassionate figurehead who wants to save everybody
            from the Federation.  He tends to be rather emotional in his
            decision making (which helps in the plots by getting them all
            into trouble), but he has this charisma that makes everybody
            want to follow him.

      Avon: A rather incompassionate, self-centered, but practical (for
            saving himself and everyone else) and streetwise person.  Also
            an expert in computers.  Wanted by the Federation for almost
            successfully embezzling millions (or billions) of credits from
            the Feds.  He would like to take Blake's place but knows that
            the others would not follow him if they suspected foul play.

      Vila: The milk-toast of the group, always whining and complaining,
            but the best thief in the Federation.  He can open any door and
            bypass any alarm system.  One of his mottos is "Why invent it
            if you can steal it?".

     Jenna: The pretty face of the group.  She is a professional smuggler,
            excellent navigator, and handles a gun well; an all around
            tough lady.

     Cally: An outcast telepath from Auron.  She's good for warning the
            others of danger when their communicators are (often) taken or
            lost.  Also good for getting the others into trouble with
            secrets from her past or by being taken over by other
            telepaths.

       Gan: The strongman.  Unfortunately, the Federation had previously
            inserted an inhibitor device into his skull that prevented him
            from actually shooting anybody.

       Zen: The computer of the spaceship _Liberator_.  In the second or
            third episode, Blake and his crew found the Liberator drifting
            through space.  The Liberator turned out to be vastly superior
            to any ship that the Federation had, especially when it comes
            to running away.  How convenient.

   I don't quite understand the descriptions of the two episodes you saw.
While it is true that all of them were (supposedly) killed in the final
episode, that is the only episode they were all killed in :-).

   I am currently compiling a synopsis of each episode, but this will take
a while as you can watch only so much Blake's 7 in one day :-).  If you, or
anyone else, are interested, let me know and I'll send you a copy when the
list is complete.

   Hope this answers some of your questions.

John A. Jackson
Simpact Associates, Inc.
San Diego, CA.
simpact!jjackson@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 10:41:47 GMT
From: ras671@unhd.unh.edu (Robert A Seace)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

6600tjkd@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mad Hatter) writes:
>What I REALLY HATED about the show was their method of criminal
>punishment.  I thought that the POINT of being in prison was that
>sensation of captivity! I KNOW that that is the reason I'VE tried to avoid
>experiencing it!!!

   I agree.  When they get out, it's as if they never spent a day in jail.
They don't age while in cryo, nor do they remember the experience, so as
far as they are concerned, they just got into this box one minute, then got
out of it the next.  That's not what I'd call punishment.

Robert A. Seace
ras671@unhd.unh.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 19:35:03 GMT
From: jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

   Please understand, I am definitely *not* defending the Cryo method of
criminal punishment, but I think the people who thought it up, had a good
flash of insight, if slightly misapplied. I think the whole point was you
go to sleep in a world that you understand, and wake up in one that has
advanced drastically, leaving you with a tech-gap of x years. As an
example, think of one of the techies on ENIAC and such machines, walking
into a home, and being told that the <2cuft box on the table is a computer,
and is a hundred times faster, and 1000 times "smarter" than his
"state-of-the-art" miracle machine that weighs several metric tonnes, and
takes up most of a small building. Culture shock, added to technological
shock, and the fact that almost *everything* the person knows is outdated.
 
   I think that is what the punishment of Cryo was supposed to be.
Personally, I think it is hilarious. I have *severe* doubts that our
knowledge base will expand in cryogenics within the next 10 years, to the
point it is economical and safe. Also, the punishment is not as severe as
"prison" is.  The human mind is too flexible and learns too quickly for the
cryo method to work unless the prison terms are increased by a factor of
10-100 (i.e. 50 years for petty theft, 2500 for manslaughter etc.).
 
   Other than that, I thought the show was fun to watch. :)

   Anyone remember what Michael Knight's *real* last name was??? I couldn't
and I still can't.

James G Currie

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 22:18:25 GMT
From: royle@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu (Keenan Royle)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

6600tjkd@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mad Hatter) writes:
>What I REALLY HATED about the show was their method of criminal
>punishment.  I thought that the POINT of being in prison was that
>sensation of captivity! I KNOW that that is the reason I'VE tried to avoid
>experiencing it!!!

Being put in suspended animation for 5 or 10 years would be fun.  Longer
could be terrible.  All of your job skills become obsolete.  All of your
friends or family get old or die.

I thought the purpose of imprisonment was to discourage crime.  I think the
prison system has pretty much given up on the hope of reform.

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 23:06:55 GMT
From: mehawk@reed.reed.edu (Michael Sandy)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

>I agree.  When they get out, it's as if they never spent a day in jail.
>They don't age while in cryo, nor do they remember the experience, so as
>far as they are concerned, they just got into this box one minute, then
>got out of it the next.  That's not what I'd call punishment.

Yeah, but they also end up more isolated from society.  Imagine if you were
completely out of touch with the world for 2 years, or 10.  You'd be behind
in the technical fields, you'd miss changes in language.  You would only
feel in touch with other people who had been isolated from society, i.e.,
other criminals.

Read _Peace War_ and _Marooned in Real-Time_ by Vernor Vinge.  They could
'bobble' things in space-time, so things inside the bubble experience no
time passing while the world changes.  Their method of capital punishment
was to 'bobble' criminals for 100,000 years, for certain offenses.

I think the freezing thing would only be useful for transporting dangerous
felons.  That is where the real manpower crunch is in supervising
criminals.  Otherwise, it is a great gimmick for preserving people until
medical help arrives.

However, the use of the overdrive device to fiddle with what's-her-face's
memory was bogus.  Way to advanced for the year 2,000, but who cares,
right?

Michael Sandy
mehawk@reed.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 20:13:55 GMT
From: arm3114@isc.rit.edu (A.R. Mack )
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

>damn window, guys!!! The 4000 didn't even break 60 the whole show, ...

   If you remember, during Maddox's and Devon's test run, they were going
246 miles per hour.  Also, the virtual reality mode serves the purpose of
seeing what happens though there is much smoke and explosions going on.
Notice that Michael turned it on as soon as the bad guys started shooting
at them.

Arthur Mack

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 15:33:21 GMT
From: rpieri@isis.cs.du.edu (Richard Pieri "A Stainless Steel Rat is Born")
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000

arm3114@isc.rit.edu (A.R. Mack ) writes:
>>damn window, guys!!! The 4000 didn't even break 60 the whole show, ...
>If you remember, during Maddox's and Devon's test run, they were going 246
>miles per hour.  Also, the virtual reality mode serves

Try kilometers per hour. Big difference.

Richard Pieri
14 Westdale RD.
Holbrook, MA  02343-1031
UA_RLP@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu
ratinox@nueng.coe.northeastern.edu
UA_RLP@NUHUB{.BITNET}             

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 14:04:52 GMT
From: daveg@prowler.clearpoint.com (Dave Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2000 (Michael Knight's original name)

jcurrie@ccu.umanitoba.ca (James Gordon Currie) said:

> Anyone remember what Michael Knight's *real* last name was???  I couldn't
> and I still can't.

I'm ashamed to admit it (:-), but I just remembered - Michael Long.

Dave Goldblatt
Software Engineering (Subsystems)
Clearpoint Research Corporation
35 Parkwood Dr., Hopkinton, MA 01748
daveg@clearpoint.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 03:46:52 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - Shock Theater *SPOILERS*

It's 11:00 PM, I've just finished watching Shock Theater and my hands are
shaking.  Sally, PLEASE tell me they are submitting this episode for Emmy
consideration.  As I have said many times before, I don't think Deborah
Pratt is capable of writing a substandard script and she's proved me right
again!

OK, let's get down to some serious SPOILERS!!

Shock Theater
October 2, 1955

Air Date: May 22,1991
Writer: Deborah Pratt
Director: Joe Napolitano
Guest Cast: David Proval, Bruce A. Young, Scott Lawrence, Robert Symonds,
Candy Ann Brown, Nick Brooks, Lee Garlington

After suffering an overloaded electroshock treatment, Sam loses track of
who he is.  Al must complete Sam's mission in order to leap him out before
contact is lost forever.  "to be continued....."
 
Sam leaps in and finds himself strapped to a table.  When he tries to
protest, he is struck across the face by Butch, a technician with an
attitude who is fixing to punish Sam for hitting him.  Sam takes a
tremendous hit of electricity over the protests of the nurse who is present
and is knocked senseless.

He awakens in the ward clueless as to who and where he is. Al tries to talk
to him, but it's obvious Sam does not know who Al is or that nobody is
supposed to see him.  We can add certain mental patients to the list of
people who can see Sam and Al, as a fellow inmate, Tibby can see them both:

"This is great, I'm tuned in to children and animals, and now the mentally
absent.  Why not blondes?"

Meanwhile, Sam is manifesting the personality of Samantha Stormer (What
Price Gloria), and the shrink in charge is amazed that a man who was
admitted for acute depression is now manifesting multiple personalities and
now has an invisible friend.

Al informs Sam that he is there to help Tibby get out of the institution,
an idea Tibby embraces enthusiastically.  Tibby is mildly retarded and has
suffered from terrible headaches since he was a child.  His parents brought
him to the institution to have him cured and just never came back.  Al
discovers that Tibby, upon release, will be living on the streets, and
decides that Tibby has to learn how to read.  Tibby tells him noboy has
tried to teach him anything and he can't read and can't learn.  He IS good
at learning songs, so Al offers to teach him one.  Whacking and poking
furiously at his remote, Al manages to play some rap music he had stored on
Ziggy and makes up a rap (ok, who wrote down the lyrics for this? :) and
becomes "Rap Master Al and the ABC's", teaching Tibby and possibly half the
ward their ABC's.

Tibby has the basics to learn to read, so Al hopes Sam will leap out before
the psychiatrists think Sam is crazier then they already believe.  Sam is
switching from Samantha to Jessie Taylor to Jimmy to Magic (The Leap Home
Part 2, Vietnam).  Al is losing contact and keeps fading in and out.

Al brings Dr. Beeks into the imaging chamber, and touching her, allows Sam
to see her (continuity error, but more on that later).  She believes that
the shock drove out Sam Beckett's ego, leaving a gap that is being filled
by all the personalities Sam has leaped into.  In order to bring him back,
she believes that Sam must undergo a second shock treatment, with the same
voltage as before, a prospect that terrifies Sam/Jimmy.

Butch, the homicidal technician confronts the nurse in the hall, telling
her that it was as much her fault Sam was overshocked, because she didn't
stop him, and that if she were to tell the doctor that he did it, he would
bring her down with him. As Al fades in and out, screaming frantically to
Sam to hurry and get them to zap him, the nurse informs the doctor about
the voltage Butch had given him. Butch is in big trouble now, as doctor
proceeds to chew him out for not following procedures.  Nurse jolts Sam and
Sam and Al are ringed with lightening bolts and both leap out.

Sam wakes up on a sunny patch of lawn with Al standing over him asking if
he was ok. Sam responds - his memory is back! Al however is wearing an
(Army?) uniform and is standing next to the lawn cannon.  He notices
something is wrong with his clothes.  Sam looks at him strangely and tells
him to come here. Al walks towards him and is stopped by the barrel of the
cannon.  Sam on the other hand, walks right through it.  We hear the last
"Oh boy" of the season, voiced by both men.

I was told before, "this is Scott's Emmy". I hope so, but after last year,
I don't really trust the Emmy voters' judgement.

And now we come to "One big continuity error, or the writers have changed
the rules again".  In the episode Star-Crossed, some of the committee
members entered the imaging chamber with Al, but thought he was talking to
himself, because they couldn't see Sam. They grabbed him by both arms and
dragged him from the room, and we didn't see them.  Al's bringing Verbena
Beeks into view by touching her is consistent with what they did in "Blind
Faith", when Al brought the music and stand for Sam (it was only visible
when Al was touching it), but how could she see Sam when the committee
members couldn't?  I'm glad they did it, as long as they don't overdo it
next season.  I don't want Al bringing bimbos in the imaging chamber, as I
still have nightmares from that rumor I heard last year about the
possibility of a female sidekick for Al in the Imaging Chamber.  If
anything would gag me, that would.

**** Some great stuff:

The acting

Tibby's finding out Al is a hologram:
   "Keep your hands outta me!"
   "I gotta check my medication."

The acting

Dr. Verbena Beeks, AT LAST!

Nice use of mirror shots

The acting

Rapmaster Al and the ABC's

Did I mention the acting? :-)

**** Some not-so-great stuff:

Gee, I can't seem to think of anything.

On a scale of 1f ot 10, I would give this one a 42 (for you guys and gals
in sf-lovers :).

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 28 May 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 207

Today's Topics:

	   Books - Baudino & Beagle (5 msgs) & Bujold (5 msgs) &
                   Cherryh (3 msgs) & Cook & Cooper & Hawk & 
                   Kerr & Lindsay

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 11:55:06 GMT
From: BECKS@taunivm.tau.ac.il (Sara Beck)
Subject: Baudino as a missionary writer

Because I once rented an old house with some boxes of books in the attic,
and because I am a compulsive reader, I am now one of the few living people
who has read samples of the missionary writers of the last century.  There
was a whole school of these: basic plot being that missionary goes to
backward savage society which is wallowing in spiritual darkness, spreads
the light of religion while rescuing the pathetic victims of said society's
corruption, sin and general awfulness, and gains adoring converts. I
haven't thought of them for years, until I read "Gossamer Axe" and was
wondering, where I have I seen this before?

S. Beck

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 17:24:17 GMT
From: stevenst@infonode.ingr.com (Todd Stevens)
Subject: The Last Unicorn

I know this is an sf newsgroup, but I know there are a lot of fantasy buffs
out there.  I am looking for any books that might compare to The Last
Unicorn by Peter Beagle.  IMHO, Unicorn is in a class by itself.  On one
level, it is a compelling tale of immortal life experiencing the mortal
pain of love lost and regret.  On another level, it is very humorous and
entertaining.  Has Beagle or any others created comparable masterpieces?
  
Todd Stevens
stevenst@infonode.ingr.com
uunet!ingr!infonode!stevenst

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 21:26:24 GMT
From: erm2@quads.uchicago.edu (elizabeth r morgan)
Subject: Re: The Last Unicorn

You're right, it's a _great_ book. My only problem with it is that one of
the songs, "When I was a young man," fits the tune of _The Streets of
Laredo_ really well, and ever since I noticed that, I haven't been able to
get it out of my head. And I hate the tune.

_The Folk of the Air_, and _A Fine and Private Place_, also by Beagle, deal
with some of the same stuff. I liked _TFotA_, about the Society for
Creative Anachronism, (it's called something else, I forget what), as seen
by an outsider, encountering some real magic (lousy plot summary, but I
hate spoilers), and I loved _AFaPP_, about two ghosts who fall in love, but
I think my reaction might be a little New York specific. The graveyard is
in Brooklyn or Queens, and there's some wonderful New York neighborhood
stuff which might not come across to non-New Yorkers.

For other authors, you might try James Thurber's fairy tales. _The White
Deer_, _The Thirteen Clocks_ and _The Wonderful O_ are all marvelous, and
have something of the same tone about them. Don't be put off by finding
them in the children's section of the library.

Elizabeth

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 01:39:49 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: The Last Unicorn

erm2@quads.uchicago.edu (elizabeth r morgan) writes:
>You're right, it's a _great_ book. My only problem with it is that one of
>the songs, "When I was a young man," fits the tune of _The Streets of
>Laredo_ really well, and ever since I noticed that, I haven't been able to
>get it out of my head. And I hate the tune.

Try singing it to "The Ash Grove," which is what most of us do.  However, I
have somewhere about a tape of Beagle singing it himself to some tune I'd
never heard before, vaguely Irish sounding (not a great tune, which is why
I go on singing it to Ash Grove).

And then when you've done that, you can sing "Jabberwocky" to the tune of
"Greensleeves"...

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 16:51:26 GMT
From: polari!lsh@sumax.seattleu.edu (Lee Hauser)
Subject: Re: The Last Unicorn

stevenst@infonode.ingr.com (Todd Stevens) writes:
>I know this is an sf newsgroup, but I know there are a lot of fantasy
>buffs out there.  I am looking for any books that might compare to The
>Last Unicorn by Peter Beagle...  Has Beagle or any others created
>comparable masterpieces?

Though they are in many ways quite different, the only books I've ever read
that compare to the atmosphere Beagle created in Unicorn are Mark Helprin's
"A Winter's Tale" and Crowley's "Little Big."  Both are totally
unpretentious novels of fantastic realism; they make no apologies for
creating a wholly fantastic world in the midst of our real world.  As I
say, they are very different than _Unicorn_, but my reaction to them was
the same.

Lee Hauser
uw-beaver!sumax!polari!lsh
lsh@polari

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 15:30:35 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: The Last Unicorn Etc.

Peter Beagle has also written A Fine and Private Place (his first novel,
and quite good), about a love affair between two ghosts in a cemetery; The
Folk of the Air, about a kind of fantasy-Berkeley called Avicenna; a few
short stories; a number of nonfiction books (I See By My Outfit is about a
trans-US journey by motor scooter); and a few screenplays, most notably
Dove (about a teenager's solo round-the-world sailing journey). He's now
working on a long fantasy novel for Del Rey, called The Innkeeper's Tale,
which he thinks is his best work yet.  He's a very nice man, and after he
paid us a visit not long ago, I asked my daughter what she'd thought of
him. "He's like someone from Where the Wild Things Are," she replied with
great accuracy and insight.

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 04:25:34 GMT
From: polari!wiz40@polari.UUCP@sumax.seattleu.edu (Ed Carter)
Subject: RE:Lois McMaster Bujold

I have to second Dirk's recommendation to read Ms. Bujold's books. I would
suggest the following order:

   1. Falling Free
   2. Shards of Honor
   3. The Warriors Apprentice
   4. The Vor Game
   5. Borders of Infinity
   6. Brothers in Arms
   7. Ethan of Athos
Personally, I thought these books were great. I hope you will enjoy them
also.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 02:34:23 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold

polari!wiz40@polari.UUCP@sumax.seattleu.edu (Ed Carter) writes:
>suggest the following order:
>   1. Falling Free
>   2. Shards of Honor
>   3. The Warriors Apprentice
>   4. The Vor Game
>   5. Borders of Infinity
>   6. Brothers in Arms
>   7. Ethan of Athos

Ah, come on.  Some of the stuff in Borders of Infinity makes no sense
without having read Ethan of Athos first.

BTW:
   (1)  THE VOR GAME is nominated for a HUGO award this year (YEA!!)
   (2)  July 1991 Analog is out.  The first few chapters of BARRAYAR
	are serialized therein.

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 17:49:47 GMT
From: ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet
Subject: Re: Bujold

There has been lots of discussion of the Miles Vorkisgan books - I like
what I've read, but it has all been in ANALOG. I would like to buy any
books concerning that character, BUT in the past I have been burned by
buying a book about characters that appeared in short stories and novellas,
because it turned out that there was no real meat added to the stories in
the novel, just some filler to connect them. Most immediately coming to
mind is _Trader's World_. So my point is that I don't want to get burned
again - is anyone familiar enough with both the original ANALOG
publications and the novels in the stores to tell me which books are worth
buying and which I've already read for all intents and purposes?

Thanks.

Eric Anderson
ANDERSOE@GRIN1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 19:08:59 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold

grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm) writes:
>Ah, come on.  Some of the stuff in Borders of Infinity makes no sense
>without having read Ethan of Athos first.

Examples, please?

(Ethan of Athos certainly takes place after Quinn got her face replaced,
because she mentions it; and it _feels_ earlier than Brothers in Arms but I
don't think I could give you any hard evidence.)

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 00:15:15 GMT
From: jason@hpcndjdz.cnd.hp.com (Jason Zions)
Subject: Re: RE:Lois McMaster Bujold

Funny thing about Ethan of Athos; it was the first Lois McMaster Bujold
book I acquired, and I only got about half-way through it before I tossed
it aside. No, I'm not homophobic in the least, so that's not it. But I've
avidly read everything else she's written.

Also, I don't recall any tie-in between the two universes; clearly my
memory has failed me if indeed Quinn shows up! I guess I ought to try EoA
again; maybe my taste has matured. Again.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 14:18:56 GMT
From: steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein)
Subject: Technological innovation in Cherryh's universe

First, a MILLION thanks to Rodney Brown for typing in the chronology of
Cherryh's universe from Angel with the Sword and eMailing it to me.

Something is beginning to bother me about this universe.  Politically, it
evolves at a fairly plausible rate.  Technologically, however, it seems to
totally stagnate after Downbelow Station/Cyteen.

According to the chronology, DB Station occurs in 2352-3.  Cyteen occurs in
about 2400-20.  The Faded Sun takes place over 300 years later, around
2745.

There seem to be NO significant technological advances in the universe
between Cyteen and Faded Sun.  300 years!

What gives!?

Steve Stein

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 02:41:08 GMT
From: petelin@cix.compulink.co.uk (pete lindsay)
Subject: Re: Cherryh Universe timeline?

Union/Alliance timeline and bibliography:

2005    1st interstellar probe
2125    Star stations break from Sol
2201    Founding of Cyteen
2234    FTL invented at Cyteen
2300    Foundation of Union; The Company War
2352-3 Downbelow Station End of the Company War; foundation of Alliance
2354    Treaty of Pell
2355 40,000 in Gehenna
235? Merchanter's Luck  
235? Rimrunners
235? Pride of Chanur  Sol explores away from Alliance/Union space
2356 Voyager in Night Endeavor Station
236? Chanur's Venture
 The Kif Strike Back
 Chanur's Homecoming Sol rejected by Compact
2389
2404 Cyteen
2530    Gehenna Doctrine
2608    Merovingen settled
2623    Contact with Majat of A Hydri II (crew eaten)
????    Union discover Qhal, and Gates[1]
???? Wave without a Shore Edge of Alliance space?
2652    Sharrh claim Merovingen
2654    Union evacuate Merovingen
2701    Alliance contact Regul & Mri
2703    Mri War starts; Alliance police state
2730    Union joins Alliance in Mri War
2743 The Faded Sun: Kesrith End of the Mri wars
 The Faded Sun: Shon'jir
2748    Regul turn xenophobe
2749    Alliance revolution curtails AlSec
 The Faded Sun: Kutath
3141 Serpent's Reach[2] Massacre of the Meth-marens of Hydri
3187    Hanan break from Alliance 
3200's    Alliance re-contact Serpent's Reach
3257 Angel with the Sword Merovingen Nights, shared world, 4? collections
4200's Brothers of Earth End of the Hanan wars

 Port Eternity  } All Union related, late but 
 Hunter of Worlds } undateable
 Cookoo's Egg  }

[1] leads to:
 Gate of Ivrel  Morgaine stories - 3rd generation
 Well of Shiuan  after discovery of Gates
 Fires of Azeroth
 Exile's Gate

[2] Dates in this book must be considered erroneous. Corrected (+400
years) in timeline given in Angel with the Sword (Merovingen)

The Dreamstone  } Fantasy, Celtic background
Tree of Swords & Jewels }
Ealdwood Reissue of above as single volume
Visible Light Short stories, mostly fantasy
The Paladin Chinese historical fantasy
Sunfall  Short stories (?)
Hestia  Star colony, doesn't seem to be Union/Alliance related

Rusalka  Fantasy, Russian background (sequel just out?)

Cheers.

Pete

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 17:55:30 GMT
From: erich@betwixt.cs.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Technological innovation in Cherryh's universe

steve@huxley.huxley.bitstream.com (Steve Stein) said:
> There seem to be NO significant technological advances in [Cherryh's]
> universe between Cyteen and Faded Sun.  300 years!
>
> What gives!?

Come on, they're already violating a fundamental physical principle!  What
more do you want? Also, note that most of Cherryh's stories are oriented
toward the social aspects of life, not the technical. They're probably
developing new things all the time, and we just aren't shown them.

If you're Vernor Vinge, then you believe that not only will we be
constantly advancing in technology, but that the rate will increase too,
and this leads to odd effects when technology gets _really_ advanced. If,
however, you believe that there can be long periods of stability, then you
can still write interesting stories without worrying about these odd
effects.

erich@tybalt.caltech.edu  
erich@through.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 12:33:51 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Glen Cook transformation stories?

IBC6HSR@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU ("hari ramachandran") said:
> Glen Cook's books often involve (usually disgusting:^) forms of
> transformation. Very entertaining stuff.

I'm drawing a blank here.  Admittedly, sometimes a Cook character will get
transformed into a corpse, but that sort of thing is hardly unique to this
particular author :-).  What transformations have taken place in Glen Cook
stories?

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 19:54:33 GMT
From: ian@cambridge.oracorp.com (Ian Sutherland)
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper

iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt) writes:
>She has also written "The Thorn Key" (a children's book) and another book
>which features a journey through the Tarot (the name of which escapes me,
>but it has also been out of print for a LONG time).  The latter is an
>interesting idea, but, like The Lord of No Time, lacks the skill shown in
>her later books.

For those who may be interested, the second book referred to above is
entitled "The Book of Paradox".  I myself feel it's the best thing she's
written (although I read it a LONG time ago), much better than the Time
Master books.

Ian Sutherland
ian@cambridge.oracorp.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 12:48:53 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au 
Subject: Re: Timewars (spoilers)

jasona@sco.COM writes:
> One of the things that blew it for me during issues 6-9 is the
> resurrection of Bishop. I think he the character should have stayed dead.
> Plus all the constant Deus-ex-machine of Prof. Darkness.

Agreed, although the stories without Bishop did lack the flair of the rest,
he shouldn't have broken his own rules of time (as laid out in the earlier
books).  As for Darkness, the sooner he finally discorporates the better.

> I've also enjoyed the couple of other things he's written (_Psycodrome_,
> _Psycodrome II_ and _Friday the 13th, part V_) all so-so books put
> pleasent reading. Has anybody found anything he's scripted under his read
> name, Nicholas Yermakov?

No, but don't forget the Gems of Power (?) series, namely "The Wizard of
4th Street", "The Wizard of Whitchapel", "The Wizard of Sunset Strip", and
the "Wizard of the Rue Morgue".  An excellent series.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 03:24:22 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu
Subject: Katherine Kerr's FIFTH Deverry Book

After finishing _The Dragon Revenant_, I was rather convinced that the end
of the series was pretty much there.  Most of the things were resolved
until another series.  Well, it's started.
   _The Time of Exile_ has just been released in large paperback ($11).
From reading the back, it's post-Nevyn and the return of Jill to Rhodry.
Argh, no more Nevyn.  Oh, well, after _The Dragon Revenant_ what do you
expect.

raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 07:44:45 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos)
Subject: David Lindsay question

David Lindsay was the author of the novel _A Voyage To Arcturus_ (1920), an
SF/Fantasy novel that was also an example of the use of the science-
fictional form to present theological/philosophical/spiritual ideas, and,
as such, influenced both C.S. Lewis and, to a lesser extent, J.R.R.
Tolkien.  [ Briefly, it is the story of a man's journey to Tormance, a
planet in the Arcturus system.  There he meets many strange individuals and
experiences many strange adventures.  Needless to say, it's actually a
spiritual journey that's being described, though I don't claim to
understand the significance of all the events; or any of them, for that
matter.]

One day in a bookstore I browsed through a book of the best-SF-novels-of-
all-time sort.  It had not only _Voyage To Arcturus_ listed as the entry
for 1920 but also a second Lindsay novel as the entry for 1922, a novel
which apparently was received very coldly.  I think I remember that the
second one was also of the fantasy or dream-adventure type.  [ I gather
that David Lindsay died young; perhaps these two novels were all he ever
published].  Unfortunately, I don't remember the names of either the novel
or the reference work in which I read about it.  The questions, therefore,
are: does anyone:

   1) know the name of the second Lindsay novel (and any others, if 
      they exist);

   2) have any knowledge or opinions of the quality of said novel(s);

   3) know whether it or they were ever reprinted after the initial
      publication;

Many thanks for any help.

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 24 May 91 13:27:00 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca
Subject: May's Galactic Milieu

Um, aside from the Lylmik living ships, there is also a point at which two
of the other Lylmik are talking about 'Atoning Unifex' (who is likely a
Marc/Elizabeth fusion? still guessing on this one) *arriving* in the 21
Worlds a long time back.  There are enough other hints that the Lylmik are
Tanu/Fivulag descended (then again, so are we) (maybe they're a lost colony
from Duat?  The civilzation the Tanu and Fivulag traditionalists fled from
is described as having *hundreds* of worlds, so I can't see them turning
into the '21 worlds' by the time Marc and Elizabeth get there) that I can't
quite take this as definitive, but if not then what were those 21 worlds
*doing* there?  Did Atoning bring some of the ship critters with him?  Lord
knows he doesn't get portrayed as normal to the Lylmik either in knowledge
or power level; if all the Lylmik could bat about in space the way he can,
they wouldn't *need* ships.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 14:27:16 GMT
From: 8718288@ul.ie
Subject: Re: May's Galactic Milieu (some spoilers)

> Um, aside from the Lylmik living ships, there is also a point at which
> two of the other Lylmik are talking about 'Atoning Unifex' (who is likely
> a Marc/Elizabeth fusion? still guessing on this one)

Well, I'd say Marc anyway, remember at the end of "Intervention" when Rogi
identifies him as Marc?  I'm not sure about the Elizabeth part but then, I
never really liked Elizabeth much, so I kind of forgot about her.  Marc, on
the other hand, was a great character - one of my two favourites in "The
Saga of the Exiles" (the other being Felice Landry).

> There are enough other hints that the Lylmik are Tanu/Fivulag descended 

There are?  I missed these, can you give me some examples?

> The civilzation the Tanu and Fivulag traditionalists fled from is
> described as having *hundreds* of worlds, so I can't see them turning
> into the '21 worlds' by the time Marc and Elizabeth get there)

I don't really see why not, after all the Tanu/Firvulag have been on Earth 
for quite a while.  There could well have been some kind of catastrophe in 
the intervening time.

> Lord knows he doesn't get portrayed as normal to the Lylmik either in
> knowledge or power level; if all the Lylmik could bat about in space the
> way he can, they wouldn't *need* ships.

I think atoning Unifex is probably superior because he's the first Lylmik, 
and because he's originally human.  Do the lylmik have teleportation 
powers?  I remember Marc (and Felice as well?) teleporting about Pliocene 
Earth, it was kind of difficult not to get boomeranged back to where you 
started, but Marc had gotten the knack. Maybe the other Lylmik don't?

Dorian

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 11:10:04 GMT
From: et891856@lux.sait.edu.au (et891856)
Subject: Re : May's Galactic milieu

>Um, aside from the Lylmik living ships, there is also a point at which two
>of the other Lylmik are talking about 'Atoning Unifex' (who is likely a
>Marc/Elizabeth fusion? still guessing on this one)

I'd put my money on Marc. Remember he had the genes for self-rejuvenation
whereas Elizabeth was a "normal" human ( albeit with metafunctions )

>*arriving* in the 21 Worlds a long time back.  There are enough other
>hints that the Lylmik are Tanu/Fivulag descended (then again, so are we)
>(maybe they're a lost colony from Duat? The civilzation the Tanu and
>Fivulag traditionalists fled from is described as having *hundreds* of
>worlds, so I can't see them turning into the '21 worlds' by the time Marc
>and Elizabeth get there) that I can't quite take this as definitive, but
>if not then what were those 21 worlds *doing* there?

In "The Many Coloured Land", Brede tells Elizabeth that the Federation of
the Duat daughter worlds numbered 11,000 at the time of the exile.  At the
end of "The Adversary", Marc and Elizabeth arrive at the Duat galaxy and
perceive the galactic mind is close to unity.  My theory ( which will
probably be debunked when the new book comes out ) is that Marc and Liz
raised the Duat galaxy to operant unity and finally to the "mental man"
stage of evolution and then these guys ( the head "lylmik" ) coasted out
all over the universe to bring the galactic minds to fruition.
Marc/atoning unifex was assigned/ chose the Milky Way, found the 21 worlds
of the other Lylmik and started the milieu.

> Did Atoning bring some of the ship critters with him?

The lylmik ships certainly sound like the Duat sentient ships

>Lord knows he doesn't get portrayed as normal to the Lylmik either in
>knowledge or power level; if all the Lylmik could bat about in space the
>way he can, they wouldn't *need* ships.

He( it ) seems not to know what is exactly going to happen, only perceiving
crucial events and acting to bring them about.

Anthony Nuttall
University of South Australia  
et891856@lux.sait.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 12:24:08 GMT
From: tmb@davinci.acc.virginia.edu (Thomas M. Breeden)
Subject: A recommendation: Paul Park

I recently stumbled upon "Soldiers of Paradise" by Paul Park.

I was impressed and delighted, to say the least. He struck me as notches
above the "average" sf-fantasy writer (S. Donaldson, for instance). The
world he created is as imaginative, rich, and open-ended as Gene Wolfe's
(and he does better characterization).

One caveat is that a few of his scenes are fairly rough (in terms of
graphic descriptions of violent activities), and some readers might object.
The overall feeling of the book is not such, however.

Anyone read this book? know something about the author?

Tom Breeden
tmb@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 22:54:08 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: A recommendation: Paul Park

tmb@davinci (Thomas M. Breeden) writes:
>I recently stumbled upon "Soldiers of Paradise" by Paul Parks.
>
>I was impressed and delighted, to say the least. He struck me as notches
>above the "average" sf-fantasy writer (S. Donaldson, for instance). The
>world he created is as imaginative, rich, and open-ended as Gene Wolfe's
>(and he does better characterization).
>
>One caveat is that a few of his scenes are fairly rough (in terms of
>graphic descriptions of violent activities), and some readers might
>object. The overall feeling of the book is not such, however.
>
>Anyone read this book? know something about the author?

I have a friend who read this book, and he didn't seem to be too thrilled
with it.  His basic complaint was the way odd things would happen, and you
didn't really have the information to understand them until much later in
the novel.  His favorite example is where at one point a character mentions
that it is the 57th day of the month, or some such.  Two-thirds of the way
through the book, and suddenly they mention a radically different year.  He
said it was like reading a novel-length story problem.

But then, maybe one man's "imaginative and rich" is another man's
"novel-length story problem".

Disclaimer: this is based on conversation I had a couple of months ago, and
I didn't know there would be a quiz later... ;-)

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 00:13:13 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: A recommendation: Paul Park

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>tmb@davinci (Thomas M. Breeden) writes:
>>I recently stumbled upon "Soldiers of Paradise" by Paul Parks.
>
>I have a friend who read this book, and he didn't seem to be too thrilled
>with it.  His basic complaint was the way odd things would happen, and you
>didn't really have the information to understand them until much later in
>the novel.  His favorite example is where at one point a character
>mentions that it is the 57th day of the month, or some such.  Two-thirds
>of the way through the book, and suddenly they mention a radically
>different year.  He said it was like reading a novel-length story problem.

In both Gene Wolfe's and Park's stuff, really weird scenario fragments keep
popping up every page or two, without any justification whatsoever.
Obviously some people are quite freaked out by this.  But I get the effect
of a particularly strange, vivid dream.  Sooner or later you have to stop
rationalizing, and just let the basic weirdness of Park's universe seep
into your bones. Flow with it; every once in a while you'll get this
pleasant tuning-fork effect running down your spine as pieces of his
scenario snap together.  The plot is nothing special; but that's
irrelevant.

If you can't handle this, go read "Foundation." Or Lawrence Watt-Evans, or
suchlike tripe.  Personally, I find Park even better than Wolfe at
dreamlike fantasy.  But there are few writers who practice this art, and
practice it well.  Can anyone bring up some other examples?

Curtis

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 17:07:09 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Review : Terry Pratchett's Reaper Man

Here's a rather rushed and not particularly good review of Reaper Man I
threw together yesterday afternoon. It's not meant as a piece of literary
criticism or even serious reviewing, it's just designed to give folk an
idea what the book is about and whether it's worth putting out $$$ on.

			Reaper Man by Terry Pratchett
			   A Review By Al Crawford

It's probably best that, before I start my review proper, I state my own
opinion of Pratchett's other books. The only one of his Discworld books to
date that I haven't particularly enjoyed was Equal Rites - it just wasn't
very funny. His first couple of books don't seem to sparkle as much as they
did when I first read them but that's got more to do with his style having
improved over the years than with there being anything intrinsically wrong
with them. So I can be labelled (in big neon letters if you want)
"Pratchett Fan" and if you've been somewhat underwhelmed by his books, bear
this in mind during the review - I probably enjoyed the book more than you
will. Right, now for the review.

Reaper Man has been written `out of sequence' in response to his
publisher's requests for a sequel to Mort, which is probably his most
successful Discworld book to date.

The book relates the story of the events on the Discworld that follow Death
being forced to retire due to his development of a personality. So while
Death (now mortal) adopts a human persona and takes a job on a farm
(bringing in the harvest since he is, after all, handy with a scythe),
chaos ensues as the normal processes of death cease. The spirit world is
standing room only, poltergeist activity is rife and Windle Poons, who up
until his death was the disc's oldest wizard now discovers that he has
become one of the disc's freshest zombies. After hoping he would be
reincarnated as a woman, he finds that he's come back as a corpse.

The book has two distinct plot lines, which more or less never meet. The
first relates Death's time on the farm, the second the events in Ankh
Morpork as chaos mounts following his disappearance. I won't go into any
further detail though, as I don't want to spoil anyone's enjoyment.

There's the usual reuse of characters from earlier novels - Windle Poons
first appeared in Moving Pictures but, in most cases, there's no need to be
familiar with the earlier books. The notable exception is the Librarian -
Pratchett has had to explain his `predicament' in every book since The
Light Fantastic. Additionally, we meet a host of new characters in the form
of the Fresh Start club (a group of the undead) several of whom I'd expect
to see appearing in future books. We also meet the Death Of Rats
("SQUEAK!") who surely must make a reappearance at some stage.

So how does it compare with his earlier books? On the whole, it's up to the
usual high standard. The book seems to have better characterisation and
plot than many of his earlier books and there's as much humour as usual.
Perhaps rather less in the way of belly laughs but there's a lot of subtle
humour that really requires two or three reads to appreciate. Any problems?
Only one - the ending, like Windle Poons life, goes on rather longer than
it should with the result that the book seems to fizzle out a bit at the
end. Pratchett's endings have sometimes seemed a little sentimental to me
in the past and while this book has its fair share of sentimentality and
philosophising it doesn't stick out quite so obviously as in the past.

And that's about it really.  Pratchett has maintained his usual high
standard and this book is every bit as good as Moving Pictures and Guards,
Guards, both of which I rate rather higher than the (generally excellent)
remainder of his books to date. Unfortunately, I can't go into any more
detail without quoting bits and spoiling the fun. To summarise: if you have
read any of Pratchett's other books and enjoyed them, you'll love this.

Sorry, no ISBN number or price as I've left the book at home. If anyone is
really desperate for these details (vital if you want to order it, I
suppose) mail me and I'll try and remember to bring the book in.

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 19:55:00 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: Wolverton's "Paradise"

   Has anyone read Dave Wolverton's _On My Way to Paradise_?  The book got
RAVE reviews from among others, Orson Scott Card, who said, "Hugo and
Nebulas winners have paled beside this book.." and " Many of us who write
Science Fiction would be honored to have this as the culmination of a
career, not the beginning of one" or something along those lines.
   I thought that to be very high praise coming from one of my favorite
authors. Does anyone agree with this? Disagree? I want to hear opinions, as
I haven't read the book and was wondering if I should pick it up.

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 16:11:46 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Wolverton's "Paradise"

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>   Has anyone read Dave Wolverton's _On My Way to Paradise_? 

Yes, YES!

I thought it was a good  book.

Somewhat eclipsed by _Hyperion_ which I purchased at the same time, but _On
My Way to Paradise_ is a fine read.

> The book got RAVE reviews from among others, Orson Scott Card, who said,
> "Hugo and Nebulas winners have paled beside this book.."  [...]
>
>    I thought that to be very high praise coming from one of my favorite
> authors. Does anyone agree with this? Disagree? I want to hear opinions,
> as I haven't read the book and was wondering if I should pick it up.

Pick it up. You could do LOTS worse.

And for what it's all about? Well, that's kind of hard to say without
spoiling it.  Sort of StarShip Troopers for Video Jockeys. [Virtual
Reality, and no silly mistakes with mere _megabytes_ here, ala Gibson]

WARNING; the one thing that really irked me about the book was the Piers
Anthony style epilogue at the end. If you like PA epilogues, then fine, but
if you DON'T like them, DON'T READ THE EPILOGUE. In it Wolverton comes
across as an arrogant bastard of almost Maddoxian proportions!

[Which is to say, very very bad indeed :-)]

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
prolix!dac@ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 00:27:54 GMT
From: agapow@latcs1.lat.oz.au (paul-michael agapow)
Subject: Re: Wolverton's "Paradise"

(Regarding Dave Wolverton's "On My Way to Paradise")

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au writes:
>WARNING; the one thing that really irked me about the book was the Piers
>Anthony style epilogue at the end. If you like PA epilogues, then fine,
>but if you DON'T like them, DON'T READ THE EPILOGUE. In it Wolverton comes
>across as an arrogant bastard of almost Maddoxian proportions!

Yeah, the ending was remarkably pretentious. The one portion of it that was
noteworthy was the fact that Wolverton had spent the best part of the '80s
effectively writing the book.

OMWTP is (IMHO) a damn fine book.  I think it's one of the more worthy
award nominees and winners for years.  Strangely enough, many of the SF
gurus detested the book for assorted reasons (Boucher - are you listening?)
none of which I could really agree with.

Miscellanea re OMWTP:

  Some versions of the book have been issued with the most appalling blurb
  on the back. "Dodging assassins all the way the doctor finally reaches a
  war-torn planet where .."  Ignore these.

  The book also wins many points from me for using entirely non-anglo-saxon
  characters, settings and cultures.

  I picked up Wolverton's next book "Serpent Catch" to find *it's a
  prehistoric quest novel*! Arghhh!!! *It has a map in the front!*
  ARgghhh!!!!

Paul-Michael Agapow
AI Lab
LaTrobe University 
agapow@latcs1.oz.au

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Television - Quantum Leap (10 msgs) &
                                Star Trek

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 20:21:15 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Quantum Leap - Season Finale

NOTICE! SPOILERS FOLLOW!

What did the QL fans out there think of the end of the season finale?  The
show itself was one of the better and more creative ones (QL can sometimes
get in a rut - the "Sam saves girl from gangster/abusive husband/killer"
plot has been somewhat overworked) in the way that the people that Sam
"inhabited" now came back to "inhabit" him (and gave Bakula a chance to ham
it up a bit).  But the real killer was the ending.  Are we to assume that
now Al is the time traveler and Sam is the holographic sidekick?  If this
is the case, then the range of time travel logically available to the show
should be extended backward by the difference in Sam and Al's age.  The
mise en scene of the final scene of the show after Sam leaped from the
electroshocked mental patient seemed to indicate the 1940's.  Al was
wearing a type of Army uniform current during WWII and Korea, and the
vehicles in the background looked to be 40's vintage.  Yes, it could still
be within Sam's lifetime (he was born in '53, I believe) but I'm willing to
bet the producers want to expand the possible eras in which the
scriptwriters can operate.  Since Al is probably 10-15 years older than Al
(can someone give a definitive answer on this?) this would mean that all of
the WWII era would now be available for the guys to get into trouble in!
Sounds pretty good to me.  Can you, for instance, imagine good old ladies'
man Al romancing a beautiful female Nazi spy, while Sam the hologram looks
on in terminal embarrassment?  Well, whatever they (the show's producers)
are up to, they've got me hooked to watch the season opener this fall -
which, come to think of it, is basically what they wanted to do.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 13:06:42 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap - Season Finale

cumming@PICA.ARMY.MIL ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO) writes:
>NOTICE! SPOILERS FOLLOW!
>
>What did the QL fans out there think of the end of the season finale?

A little choppy inasmuch as they were handling the usual plot of Sam Saves
Someone as a side-plot to Al Saves Sam.  Thought the rap scene was
pathetic.

>Are we to assume that now Al is the time traveler and Sam is the
>holographic sidekick?

I'm guessing that Sam jumped into Al's body, and Al jumped into Sam's next
target.  They could go a whole season with Al jumping and Sam making
wiseacre comments about "Al, you don't take very good care of this, do
you?"  It also removes the Deus Ex Machina of Sam always saying "Oh, yeah,
I know nuclear physics" just in time to save the day.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr, U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 12:39:21 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - Shock Theater - Another Thought

After I posted my initial article about this episode, something else
occurred to me that I would like to bounce off the rest of the net.

Is it possible that Sam was there not only to help Tibby, but to get Butch
off the hospital staff?

Butch gave Sam that punishing shock because he had hit him (that's what
Butch said after hitting Sam).  I'm betting Biederman punched Butch because
Butch was tormenting Tibby.  Remember when they brought Sam back to the
ward after his shock "therapy", how Butch started teasing Tibby?  It looked
to me he was continuing his fun from earlier in the day.

In the end, the nurse blew him in for shocking Sam without authorization,
and Sam (and Al) leaped out as the doctor was chewing Butch out.  I'm
guessing that the doc fired Butch, fulfilling Sam's mission as the shock
was applied.  Maybe he didn't need that second shock after all.

That Butch was a cruel individual who looked to get his fun from torturing
the patients, and it could have been his presence that interfered with some
of their recovery.  With Butch gone, and Tibby's learning the alphabet from
Al, I'm betting Tibby was able to learn to read and lead a productive life
outside the hospital.  In fact, I'm betting that most of those patients'
hospital stay was shortened because of Sam and Al.

What do you all think?

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 14:10:13 GMT
From: steve1@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Steve Adelson)
Subject: Re: QL - Shock Theater - Another Thought

deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown) writes:
>After I posted my initial article about this episode, something else
>occurred to me that I would like to bounce off the rest of the net.
>
>Is it possible that Sam was there not only to help Tibby, but to get Butch
>off the hospital staff?

etc.

Or, something that occurred to me, what if Sam was unable (because of the
shock therapy) to help Tibby successfully.  We go to plan B - helping
Tibby BEFORE he was ever in the institution!  We're already in 1954, so Sam
can't leap back much farther, but AL CAN!

I think they'll have to leap back to the institution, as Sam's still
wearing the hospital clothes.  One question remaining is how did Al leap
carrying the Ziggy interface?

At any rate, I think that Al will help Tibby as a child, then they'll both
leap back to there more usual roles.

Any thoughts?

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 19:31:49 GMT
From: kcc@wucs1.wustl.edu (Ken Cox)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap - Season Finale

alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
>cumming@PICA.ARMY.MIL ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO) writes:
>>Are we to assume that now Al is the time traveler and Sam is the
>>holographic sidekick?
>
>I'm guessing that Sam jumped into Al's body, and Al jumped into Sam's next
>target.

Could be, but did you notice Al is still holding the comm link (or whatever
the box is called)?  Since he's real, he can't be holding a _hologram_ of
the comm link, so it must be the real thing -- which may mean that Al
himself, body and all, has time-traveled.  But that doesn't explain the
uniform...

I do agree that it would be nice if Al is now the time-traveler, since the
additional years of Al's life are then available.

Ken Cox
kcc@wucs1.wustl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 20:13:41 GMT
From: gt1926b@prism.gatech.edu (NIX,MORRIS LAMAR)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap - Season Finale

SPOILERS

I think what happened at the end was this: we saw a lightning bolt strike
the EST machine and interfere in the Leap.  From the imaging chamber, the
transmission field that carries the cross-time signal must have somehow
turned into a Leap field.  Al was transferred.  The man who Al has replaced
is now in the reception room, looking like Sam.  Sam is now in the imaging
chamber, looking like Al.  Since the hand link is tied into the cross-time
imaging field, it leapt along with Al (remember, it was in his hand).  This
fits since, as we know, physical bodies change places but are cloaked in an
aura that looks and sounds like the person the leaper is imitating.  If
this theory is true, it ought to be entertaining to see Sam try to convince
the others that he's Sam and not Al.  Since most of the series takes place
from Sam's viewpoint, this may be our chance to see the Project, as Sam
tries to perform Al's job.  It would also be one incredible opener for next
season.  It would be nice for me, as I missed the first part of the pilot
both times and haven't seen what the initial leap-out was about.  On the
other hand, if by some chance the series isn't renewed, it would be real
easy to turn this into a movie or special about the "final leap".  In that
case, my vote would be for the result of this leap to somehow result in
undoing Al's POW term in Vietnam, since the opener of this season was to
undo the death of Sam's brother.

Later.

Morris Lamar Nix
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt1926b
Internet: gt1926b@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 02:26:07 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: QL - Shock Theater - Another Thought

steve1@kong.UUCP (Steve Adelson) writes:
>deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown) writes:
>>Is it possible that Sam was there not only to help Tibby, but to get
>>Butch off the hospital staff?
>
>Or, something that occurred to me, what if Sam was unable (because of the
>shock therapy) to help Tibby successfully.  We go to plan B - helping
>Tibby BEFORE he was ever in the institution!  We're already in 1954, so
>Sam can't leap back much farther, but AL CAN!

Ooooh, I think you GOT somethin' there!

>I think they'll have to leap back to the institution, as Sam's still
>wearing the hospital clothes.  One question remaining is how did Al leap
>carrying the Ziggy interface?

He leaped and since it was in his hand, it went with him.  I'm sure they
have more back at the project for Sam to use in the resolution.  Al killed
his old remote in "The Great Spontini".  It didn't take him long to get the
glowing Lego terminal. :-)

>At any rate, I think that Al will help Tibby as a child, then they'll both
>leap back to there more usual roles.

I like it!

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 02:36:35 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap - Season Finale

gt1926b@prism.gatech.EDU (NIX,MORRIS LAMAR) writes: 
>SPOILERS
[stuff deleted]
>...would also be one incredible opener for next season.  It would be nice
>for me, as I missed the first part of the pilot both times and haven't
>seen what the initial leap-out was about.  On the other hand, if by some
>chance the series isn't renewed, it would be real easy to turn this into a
>movie or special about the "final leap".  In that case, my vote would be
>for the result of this leap to somehow result in undoing Al's POW term in
>Vietnam, since the opener of this season was to undo the death of Sam's
>brother.

That would be interesting.  Can anyone date the uniform Al was wearing at
the end?  As Steve said in another article, Al might be there to help Tibby
before he even gets to the hospital.  Changing Al's past is an interesting
thought.

We don't have to worry about QL being renewed. NBC ordered 22 episodes for
next season.  In fact, it was renewed last month, so even before they
announced next season's schedule, they told us QL would be back.  AND they
are leaving it on Wednesday night!  AND last week of June, we are getting
another Quantum Leap Week.  AND the results of the Nielsen overnight
ratings in the major markets, Quantum Leap won its time slot this past week
by a comfortable margin.

Debbie Brown
Internet: deb@cci.com
UUCP: uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 21:27:33 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap - Season Finale

Not actually about the season finale, which I missed, but about the one
before.  My kids were dubious about the "Bert the Turtle- Duck and Cover"
stuff, and so, in fact, was my husband.  Well, I've had the unenviable job
of sifting through my Mom's effects this week, and found a kiddie- pamphlet
explaining how hiding under your desk would save you from the bad atomic
bomb.  I'm pretty sure it was a mid-50s booklet, not the time of the Cuban
Missile Crisis, which I seem to have missed (well, I was *in love* and not
interested in the headlines.  No excuse other than skewed priorities... I'm
still *in love* with the same man, but I do read the front page of the
paper these days.)  I recall bomb-drills in the third grade and hiding
under our desks, but that only lasted a year or two.  We were fairly close
to some ICBM sites, in Cheyenne (Wyoming), which was the cause of our
paranoia, but I'm not sure why we stopped.

I enjoyed the episode, but couldn't really relate.  I imagine things were
scarier in Florida, of course.  My Mom, rest her soul, wouldn't have
settled for a fallout shelter that involved leaving the neighbors to fry in
any case.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 00:55:03 GMT
From: mears@hpindda.cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Subject: Re: QL - Shock Theater *SPOILERS*

At the risk of incurring the Wrath of Sally, I do feel there were a couple
of weak points in the show.  I suppose the fact that this was such a good
episode made the few problems stand out that much more.

First, I didn't really see any reason for inserting the bit with the rap
music and Al having to solve the problem Sam was sent for.  While it may
have been entertaining, I don't think it added to the solution of Sam's
problem, it distracted from it.  I would have liked to see this episode be
one where they never fixed the problem Sam was sent in for.  More on this
later.

Second, I thought it was completely unbelievable that Sam would be able to
not only convince the Doctor to give him another shock treatment, but also
to convince the nurse to up the voltage as before.  This was the single
biggest problem as far as I was concerned.  A much more realistic way to
deal with this would have been for the Doctor to refuse the second shock
treatment, but for Sam to manage to get Butch mad at him again so that
Butch would shock him again.  The Doctor could walk in on them just before
Butch was going to do it and the tension would still be high as to whether
or not the Doctor would stop Butch before Sam could get his memory back.

Also, when Sally said that we'd all be screaming at the TV about the way
the episode would finish, I was expecting something quite different.  I
actually ended up clapping and laughing at the TV.  I'm not at all unhappy
with the post-leap scenario, only that I won't get to see what happens
until next fall.  This, however, is no different than the feeling I got at
seeing the post-leap preview for what turned out to be `What Price,
Gloria?' at the end of the first season.

Here's what I would have done differently.  Change the way Sam gets the
second shock as I described above.  Then as the shock happens, Al
disappears, but Sam is still there.  We find out that he got his own memory
back, but Al is gone.  Butch is taken away and Sam is left all alone, not
leaped, not knowing why he hasn't, how he can, or even it's going to be
possible or if he's going to be stuck here forever.  ``To Be Continued
...''

Now that I would have screamed at.

Next season would open with Sam still in the hospital, maybe knowing what
his task is (Al mentions it in the first show, and Sam remembers even
though he wasn't in his right mind at the time), maybe not.  Al is not to
be found, so Sam has to do everything himself.  (Sam could even decide that
he has to do something to save Butch!)  By the end of the episode, Al makes
it back, but by this time Sam is convinced he'll never see Al again.  (Al
could explain that he had to be retuned to Sam's brainwaves because the
shocks changed him.)  And so on, and so on, and...

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
hplabs!hpda!mears
mears@hpinddf.cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 15:12:13 GMT
From: wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil (Will Martin)
Subject: Stasis in the Star Trek universe

Just what is meant by "stasis" in Star Trek, and specifically in ST:TNG?
The usual SF-standard definition I'm used to is like the way it is used in
Niven's Known Space stories: something inside a stasis field experiences no
time passing and is unaware of the outside. It can be used to keep a being
alive for untold millennia or for such mundane tasks as keeping meals hot
and fresh.

In the last ST:TNG episode about the host and parasite/symbiote, the
passing of time and the delay between removing the parasite from its host
and implanting it in a new host was an important plot device. At one point,
Dr. Crusher puts the thing into what she calls "stasis", but we see it
moving inside the field and she refers to it in a way that indicates it
does not "freeze" time but merely slows it.

Of course, if a real SF stasis field was available, it would have thrown
away much of the plot and suspense, making the writers' job harder, so I'm
sure that's the real reason why ST "stasis" isn't "real" stasis. But how DO
they define it?

Regards.

Will
wmartin@stl-06sima.army.mil
wmartin@st-louis-emh2.army.mil

PS: I guess I missed this when watching the referenced episode - just why
was Riker the chosen host, as opposed to one of the other ~400 people/
beings on-board? (I mean, apart from the obvious reason that he is one of
the leads and is already being paid more than the average background
corridor-walker? :-) What internal-to-the-ST-continuum reason was there for
choosing him, when it turned out he was a bad choice from a biological
standpoint anyway? Surely a general call for volunteers would have turned
up at least a few nonentities willing to undergo the risk in order to
weasel favor from the Captain in the future... :-)

PPS: I found a source for the name "Ferengi"; read Brian Lumley's
NECROSCOPE series to get the references.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

    Miscellaneous - Awards (4 msgs) & 1991 Hugo Nominations (3 msgs) &
                    Outsider 8 Fanzine

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 15:14:44 GMT
From: hoey@zogwarg.etl.army.mil (Dan Hoey)
Subject: Re: Awards

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   The only awards I know about are the Hugo (awarded by Worldcon members)
>and the Nebula (awarded by the Science Fiction Writers of America)...
>When I was at Balticon this year, they gave out the [Compton Crook] award
>for what I assumed was 'best first novel'.

The Compton Crook award is given by the Baltimore Science Fiction Society
for the best first novel in the field of Science Ficiton, Fantasy, or
Horror.  Previous non-genre novels do not disqualify an author.

The John W. Campbell award is given by Worldcon members for the best new SF
writer.  Writers are eligible for the first two years after their first
publication.

The Sei-Un award is given by a Japanese SF organization for the best SF
work (novel? story?) translated to Japanese.  Murcans tend to get this
mixed up with the Cy Young award.

The L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future awards is given by some
Hubbard-related organization for several SF-related works; I don't have
details.  The administrator, Algis Budrys, says they have gone to some
effort to distance it from the church of Scientology; how well they manage
depends on who you ask.

The Gryphon award is given by Andre Norton to an unpublished female writer.
Widely criticised for its sexual exclusivity, it was first presented at
NorEascon 3, probably more out of consideration for their Guest of Honor
(Ms. Norton) than for it being a Good Idea.

I think the Philip K. Dick award is given for a horror novel, but I'm not
sure.

And there's an Ellery Queen award given for mystery novels.  I think that
may be the one Sharyn McCrumb won for _Bimbos_of_the_Death_Sun_.

Dan Hoey
Hoey@AIC.NRL.Navy.Mil

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 17:48:49 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Awards

hoey@zogwarg.etl.army.mil (Dan Hoey) writes:
>I think the Philip K. Dick award is given for a horror novel, but I'm not
>sure.

Nope.  I believe the PKD award goes to the best paperback original SF or
fantasy work.  It has gone to both novels and short-story collections.

And while we're at it, how about the World Fantasy Awards, given every year
at the World Fantasy Convention.

Janet Lafler
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 16:59:26 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: And more awards... Re: Awards

hoey@zogwarg.etl.army.mil (Dan Hoey) writes:
>The John W. Campbell award is given by Worldcon members for the best new
>SF writer.  Writers are eligible for the first two years after their first
>publication.

Actually, there are *two* JWC awards (or used to be).  One was given by the
Worldcon for new writer.  The other was given by a committee (I think
appointed by ANALOG's publishers) to an outstanding novel, which didn't
even have to be new.  The only winner of it I recall was Bob Tucker's THE
YEAR OF THE QUIET SUN.

>The L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future awards is given by some
>Hubbard-related organization for several SF-related works; I don't have
>details.  The administrator, Algis Budrys, says they have gone to some
>effort to distance it from the church of Scientology; how well they manage
>depends on who you ask.

As an awardee, I can say that the distancing is not only good, it's almost
fanatic.  I made the mistake of answering one of the Church of
Scientology's questionnaires years and years ago; forever after that (or so
it seemed), I was on their mailing lists.

When I submitted my first entry to the contest, the mailings mysteriously
*stopped* *flat*.  It is my belief that they genuinely want to keep the two
separate as much as possible.

The award is given for a short story by a new writer in the field of sf,
fantasy, or horror.  New is defined as not having published one novel or
four short works professionally.  Past winners have included Kim Joy
Fowler, Dave Wolverton, David Zindell, and the Net's own Michael C. Berch,
Alan Wexelblat, and moi (this last two as a collaboration).

>I think the Philip K. Dick award is given for a horror novel, but I'm not
>sure.

The PKD is given, by a committee, to the "best paperback original" of the
year.

Also of interst:

The World Fantasy Award, given by the World Fantasy Con.  Tends to make
very good choices, with a heavy slant toward horror.

The Gandalf Award, a/k/a the JRR Tolkien Memorial Award.  Given by Lin
Carter, for lifetime achievement in fantasy.  This used to be given, like
the Hugo, at the election of the Worldcon membership; I don't know if this
is true anymore.

And the new James Tiptree, Jr., Award, to be given for gender-role
exploring and/or challenging SF/Fantasy, as I understand it, by a
committee.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 16:34:31 GMT
From: jagardne@watmath.waterloo.edu (Jim Gardner)
Subject: Re: And more awards... Re: Awards

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>hoey@zogwarg.etl.army.mil (Dan Hoey) writes:
>>The L. Ron Hubbard Writers of the Future awards is given by some
>>Hubbard-related organization for several SF-related works; I don't have
>>details.  The administrator, Algis Budrys, says they have gone to some
>>effort to distance it from the church of Scientology; how well they
>>manage depends on who you ask.
>
>As an awardee, I can say that the distancing is not only good, it's almost
>fanatic.  I made the mistake of answering one of the Church of
>Scientology's questionnaires years and years ago; forever after that (or
>so it seemed), I was on their mailing lists.
>
>When I submitted my first entry to the contest, the mailings mysteriously
>*stopped* *flat*.  It is my belief that they genuinely want to keep the
>two separate as much as possible.
>
>The award is given for a short story by a new writer in the field of sf,
>fantasy, or horror.  New is defined as not having published one novel or
>four short works professionally.  Past winners have included Kim Joy
>Fowler, Dave Wolverton, David Zindell, and the Net's own Michael C. Berch,
>Alan Wexelblat, and moi (this last two as a collaboration).

Et moi.  As last year's Grand Winner, I can assure everyone that winners
are never asked to do anything at all for Scientology.  For example,
publication in the annual book of finalists is entirely independent of the
contest.  You get the prize (and the prize money) for winning, not for
letting Bridge Publications publish the story.  Publishing the story is a
separate thing, for which you are paid separately.  Quite good rates too.

After I won, the contest administrators arranged for me to do a number of
radio and newspaper interviews.  They never even hinted that I should make
plugs for Scientology, LRH, or anything else.  I gladly plugged the contest
itself for several reasons:

1.  Blind submission means that you get an equal reading with everyone
else.

2.  The judges are prominent writers in the field, and I cannot conceive
that they would have anything to do with hanky-panky.

3.  The money I made from winning a quarterly prize made it possible for me
to go to Clarion West, where I learned, made contacts, and generally
shortened my apprenticeship by years.

4.  The money I made from winning the grand prize made it possible for me
to go from working full time to working part time.  Now I can write every
day, in the mornings when I'm not tired out from working eight hours
already.

In other words, everything I have seen tells me that the contest is run
with integrity and I can testify that it can make a substantial difference
in a writer's career.

Jim Gardner
Waterloo, Ont.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 03:08:45 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer)
Subject: 1991 Hugo Nominations

Here they are, from Ross Pavlac and Chicon courtest of Mike Kube-McDowell
and GEnie.

Special congrats to Evelyn Leeper for her fan writer nomination!

1991 Hugo Nominations

This is a preliminary listing of the 1991 Hugo nominees.  It is current as
of May 22, 1991.

The official 1991 Hugo Ballot will appear in Progress Report 6 of Chicon V,
the 1991 World Science Fiction Convention, due to be mailed in early June.

    For each of the categories listed, numbers are given for the total
votes cast in that category, the range of votes garnered by the final
nominees, and the five percent number that was used as a cut-off.  Nominees
are listed in alphabetical order and without their specific number of
nominations in order to not bias the final voting.  More detailed figures
will be released following the Hugo Awards Ceremony at Chicon V.

    352 members of Chicon V cast valid ballots.  Among the 352 voters,
there were a total of 7011 votes for 1536 nominees.

    If there are any errors here (spelling, incorrect citation, etc.)
please notify us AT ONCE!!!

    If there are any questions regarding the 1991 Hugos, please write to:
Chicon V Hugos, PO Box 547, Villa Park, IL 60181-0547 or contact Ross
Pavlac on CompuServe (76636,1343).

Format:
Category Title                         A
       Nominees (alphabetically)       A=Total Votes in Category
       Nominees (alphabetically)

Best Dramatic Presentation             603
   Back to the Future III
      Universal Studios
   Edward Scissorhands
      20th Century Fox
   Ghost
      Paramount
   Total Recall
      Tristar/Columbia
   Witches
      Warner Brothers

Best Fan Artist                        417
   Teddy Harvia
   Merle Insinga
   Peggy Ranson
   Stu Shiffman
   Diana Stein

Best Fan Writer                        368
   Avedon Carol
   Mike Glyer
   Arthur Hlavaty
   David Langford
   Evelyn C. Leeper
   Teresa Nielsen Hayden

Best Fanzine                           492
   File 770
      Mike Glyer
   Fosfax
      Moore and Timothy Lane
   Lan's Lantern
      George Laskowski
   Mainstream
      Jerry Kaufman and Suzanne Tompkins
   Mimosa
      Dick and Nicki Lynch

Best Novel                             1002
   Earth
      David Brin, Bantam Spectra
   The Fall of Hyperion
      Dan Simmons, Doubleday Foundation
   Queen of Angels
      Greg Bear, Warner books
   The Quiet Pools
      Michael Kube-McDowell, Ace Books
   The Vor Game
           Lois McMaster Bujold, Baen Books

Best Novella                           612
   Bones
      Pat Murphy, IASFM May 1990
   Bully!
      Mike Resnick, Axolotl Press
   Fool to Believe
      Pat Cadigan, IASFM February 1990
   The Hemingway Hoax
      Joe Haldeman, IASFM April 1990
   A Short, Sharp Shock
      Kim Stanley Robinson, IASFM November, 1990

Best Novelette                         587
   A Braver Thing
   The Coon Rolled Down and Ruptured His Larinks,
      A Squeezed Novel by Mr. Skunk
      Dafydd ab Hugh, IASFM, August 1990
   The Manamouki
      Mike Resnick, IASFM July 1990
   Over the Long Haul
      Marthu Soukup, Amazing, March, 1990
   Tower of Babylon
      Ted Chiang, Omni November 1990

Best Short Story                       667
   Bears Discover Fire
      Terry Bisson, IASFM, July-August,1990
   Cibola
      Connie Willis, IASFM, December 1990
   Godspeed
      Charles Sheffield, Analog July 1990
   The Utility Man
      Robert Reed, IASFM, November 1990
   VRM-547
      W.R. Thompson, Analog, February, 1990

Best Non-Fiction Book                  250
   Bury My Heart at W.H. Smith's
      Brian W. Aldiss, Hodder & Staughton
   Hollywood Gothic
      David J. Skal, Norton
   How to Write Science Fiction and Fantasy
      Orson Scott Card, Writer's Digest Books
   Science Fiction in the Real World
      Norman Spinrad, So. Illinois University Press
   SFWA Handbook
      Kristine Kathryn Rusch & Dean Smith, Writers Notebook Press

Best Professional Artist               735
   Thomas Canty
   David Cherry
   Bob Eggleton
   Don Maitz
   Michael Whelan

Best Professional Editor               536
   Ellen Datlow
   Gardner Dozois
   Edward L. Ferman
   Kristine Kathryn Rusch
   Stanley Schmidt

Best Semiprozine                       401
   Interzone
      Dan Pringle
   Locus
      Charles Brown
   The New York Review of Science Fiction
      David G. Hartwell, Kathryn Kramer, Gordon van Gelder
   Quantum  (formerly Thrust)
      D. Douglas Fratz
   Science Fiction Chronicle
      Andrew I. Porter

John W. Campbell Award                 273
   Nancy A. Collins
      (2nd year of eligibility)
   John Cramer
      (2nd year of eligibility)
   Scott Cupp
      (2nd year of eligibility)
   Julia Ecklar
      (2nd year of eligibility)
   Michael Kandel
     (2nd year of eligibility)

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 14:28:16 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo Nominations

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach, only here for the beer) writes:
>John W. Campbell Award                 273
>   Nancy A. Collins
>      (2nd year of eligibility)
>    John Cramer
>       (2nd year of eligibility)
>    Scott Cupp
>       (2nd year of eligibility)
>    Julia Ecklar
>       (2nd year of eligibility)
>    Michael Kandel
>       (2nd year of eligibility)

   Can anyone e-mail or post a listing of stories by these people?  I'm
going to my first Worldcon and want to play the gung-ho fan by informed
voting on as many items as possible :-)

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 16:34:18 GMT
From: atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo Nominations

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu asked for a listing of stories by
writers nominated for the 1991 John W. Campbell award.

Here's what I know by these writers.  

Nancy A. Collins
   SUNGLASSES AFTER DARK (Horror novel)
   TEMPTER (Horror novel)
John Cramer
   TWISTOR (Hard SF novel)
   Several science fact articles in ANALOG
Scott Cupp
   "Thirteen Days of Glory" (Western/Dark Fantasy story in RAZORED SADDLES)
   Several horror stories in original anthologies, mostly Western
Julia Ecklar
   I don't know her work.
Michael Kandel
   STRANGE INVASIONS (SF novel)
   LOOK OUT FOR DRAGONS (may not be exact title) (SF/Fantasy novel)

I hope the information is useful.

A. T. Campbell, III
CS Department, University of Texas
atc@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 17:22:54 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann)
Subject: Outsider 8 fanzine

Review of Outsider 8
 Finally and At Last

Before talking about the contents of fanzine "Outsider 8", may I say how
nice it was to be given a fanzine by a total stranger on my first visit to
a con. And one so fat - 24 pages of minutely printed A5, with many
illustrations, boxes inset in the middle of pages with text flowing round
them, many typefaces and scanned-in images.

 It came as little surprise that the author confides in us that this the
October '88/March '91 issue of Outsider has been lovingly nurtured through
no less than three generations of microcomputer (Amstrad CPC464,Amstrad
PC1512 and then a gloriously powerful new computer type unspecified!!!)
This is clearly someone with their priorities right.

In the hurry of the con, and the 45 books I brought home, the close packed
text was a little daunting, but when I came to look closely there are three
clear strands, after an editorial.  A collection of short science fiction,
a lengthy snatch of autobiography and a collection of reviews of the
earlier "Outsider 7" So we have an author not only interested in the
reviews of his work, but willing to reprint them in subsequent fanzines.

The style is good, rather chatty and understandable, both in the editorial
and the a-z 7 pages of chat about France are detailed, but I'm not sure how
they related to science fiction, tho they certainly told us about this fan.
Six pages of self-reviews!!  The science fiction shorts were interesting,
and some made me laugh.  The art-work I didn't entirely understand so
refrain from describing lest I offend someone.  And I am definitely in need
of a translation of some words, though I understand better now than before
going to the con.

So I can say only thank you for the fanzine, and your hard work in
preparing it, and I hope this review reaches you

Ann
(I am reviewing Outsider 8, by Steve Glover of 16 Aviary Place,
 Armley, Leeds LS12 2NP, West Yorkshire, 
 bph6ssg@uk.ac.leeds.cms1
 kurrel@uk.ac.edinburgh.cs.tardis
 according to the fanzine)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Cyberpunk (4 msgs) &
                                   Teleportation (11 msgs) &
                                   Cats in SF (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 03:48:25 GMT
From: tmaddox@milton.u.washington.edu (Tom Maddox)
Subject: Cyberpunk not in English?

ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
>One of my major complaints with "cyberpunk" (whatever that is) is that it
>is usually written in something not quite resembling English.  (One has
>only to look at Greg Bear's QUEEN OF ANGELS as a recent example of what
>I'm talking about.)  Now at last someone is writing something about
>computers, technology, and the future that's readable.

   You have two complaints here: one, that cyberpunk is "usually written in
something not quite resembling English"; two, that it's not "readable" (at
least, that's what I'm inferring from the last sentence of the paragraph).

   Well, aside from the broken English of your first complaint, could you
please give some examples of what you mean?  And why not do so with a
writer who is generally considered a cyberpunk writer - Gibson or Sterling,
say?  As to the second, what is your measure of readability?  (I confess
I'm astounded at any measure that would find Platt's work readable,
Gibson's not, but I'd also be interested in hearing why you think this is
so.)

Tom Maddox
tmaddox@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 91 11:46:17 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: RE: The Silicon Man


From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
>   One of my major complaints with "cyberpunk" (whatever that is) is that
>it is usually written in something not quite resembling English.

As a Leeper fan, I was disappointed to read the above. What, may I ask,
would A Clockwork Orange (Anthony Burgess) be without the Anglo-Russian
slang? As in that case, it often takes some getting used to, but do we want
our sf to be all easy-read pap? I have no problem with the language in
Gibson's works, in fact it spices them. I have not read any Bear, so maybe
he doesn't succeed as well; maybe that's what you object to. Please tell me
I am misreading that sentence, Evelyn.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 91 14:27:34 GMT
From: hship@sw.stratus.com (Howard Ship)
Subject: Re: Cyberpunk not in English?

ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
>One of my major complaints with "cyberpunk" (whatever that is) is that it
>is usually written in something not quite resembling English.  (One has
>only to look at Greg Bear's QUEEN OF ANGELS as a recent example of what
>I'm talking about.)  Now at last someone is writing something about
>computers, technology, and the future that's readable.

I think you're missing the point.  When I describe a "Cyberpunk" book I've
read and get the inevitable "Cyberpunk?  What's that?" question, part of my
reply always involves the language of the book.  Language is always
evolving, but many authors, many SF authors, don't acknowledge this (check
out Star Trek, when language is locked in the 50s.  The 1950s.)

Anyway, the language is also an important mood setting device, to distance
the reader from the alien culture portrayed.  Also, the rhythm of the
language used sets the mood.

Try reading Spinrad's "The Void Captain's Tale".  In this distant future,
every character speaks his/her own language, a personal pastiche assembled
from a variety of existing languages (English, French, German and more).
It's hard reading for a uni-lingual like myself, but eventually you get the
rhythm of it and its wonderful.  (The language, not necessarily the
story).

Howard_Ship@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 91 13:20:39 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Re: THE SILICON MAN by Charles Platt

I am responding to several posts questioning my comment:
>   One of my major complaints with "cyberpunk" (whatever that is) is that
>it is usually written in something not quite resembling English.

While I agree that this is not always true (note my use of the word
"usually") and while I agree that the better practitioners of the art are
readable even if they use neologisms (I would note dispute the use of
"multilingual" words by Spinrad and Burgess as a valid stylistic point), I
still say that many authors seem to equate writing about technology and the
future with writing in a style that I don't want to read.

I mentioned QUEEN OF ANGELS, so here are two excerpts.  I found them not to
my tastes; your mileage may vary.

   "Finch the last killed lay on his back like a broken cross, face slashed
throat cut jagged sideways from jaw to opposite clavicle open eyes rimed
white.
   "It was spatch that pd didn't sympathy a crime.  Mary knew in brain and
crawl of skin each frozen peeled back wound frightened dead glare of white
eyes and cropped corpse grimace.  This was her motivation for excellence."
[page 26]

   "+Why he did it.  Madame de Roche thinks not crazy; a natural.  Why
then.  Brilliance getting Emmanuel down they say they say.  Deep depravity
coming up sicking up foulness like a dog.  Bubble of evil in still waters
noxious gases.  Poem in that.  Nothing worth bothering with.  Ig not
depraved not crazy then rational.  Thinking all the time; planning.  Form
of expression.  Expression of true brilliance stretching beyond human
morality limitations.  Did it for his art to see what he would make himself
into.  Kill himself as well as them; sure as hell he has no life to return
to.  Murderer murders twice.  Kills two for each victim.  No.  Kills
himself only once; murder once and it's enough you're done for deep therapy
enforced maybe not even you left when you come out.  Wanted to go through
that maybe; kill be caught be prosecuted and therapied deep therapy ...
Come back new Goldsmith.  See if poet survives that.  Like scientist a
personal experiment." [page 45]

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 16:09:10 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: Teleportation

Martin Caidin "BeamRiders"

Also, James P. Hogan's "The Genesis Machine" begins looking at
teleportation at the very end.

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 19:32:45 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: teleportation methods

Larry Smith mentions a teleportation method whereby one 'bends' space and
then steps across the two adjacent points (rough paraphrase).  This is the
method that Madeline L'Engle uses in _A Wrinkle in Time_, where Mrs. W-- is
explaining to the kids how they (and their dad, in a more crude manner) got
to whereever it was when they were being told.  She called it the fifth
dimension, or "tessarect."  Happy travels!

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 91 22:18:16 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: teleportation methods

MLW@VAX01.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) says:
>Larry Smith mentions a teleportation method whereby one 'bends' space and
>then steps across the two adjacent points (rough paraphrase).  This is the
>method that Madeline L'engle uses in _A Wrinkle in Time_, where Mrs. W--
>is explaining to the kids how they (and their dad, in a more crude manner)
>got to whereever it was when they were being told.  She called it the
>fifth dimension, or "tessarect."

   I've been told that this is an interesting book to read, but every time
a look at a copy in a bookstore a see that horrible misuse of the word
tessaract (sp?), and I just can't stomach it enough to buy the book. Does
the author actually use that term the same way it's used in this article
and in the back cover blurb?

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 00:27:00 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: teleportation methods

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>   I've been told that this is an interesting book to read, but every time
>a look at a copy in a bookstore a see that horrible misuse of the word
>tessaract (sp?), and I just can't stomach it enough to buy the book. Does
>the author

   Well, I'm afraid I was originally exposed to the word "tessErAct" in A
Wrinkle in Time, so I may be prejudiced. But L'Engle uses the word to mean
a warp in spacetime that allows you to cross our 3-D distance in no time; a
similar principle is used in Piers Anthony's MACROSCOPE.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 11:21:16 GMT
From: KIRSCH@dbninf5.bitnet
Subject: RE: Teleportation

I have some trouble with your definition of Teleportation. I personally
like to stress the difference between Teleportation and Transmission.  IMHO
Teleportation is a personal ESP-ability, while Transmission or
Transportation is made by machines.

The Transmission do not copy the physical structure of a body and sends
this information to a reciever. The body is enveloped by a n-dimensional
field and send to the reciever (faster than light !). The reciever only has
to unpack the body and set him free. So not the information but really the
body travels. I think this view stops most of the problems, mentioned in
the discussion.

A Teleportation is done in the same way, but the person who teleports
envelopes himselv by his psionic abilities.

Juergen Kirsch
kirsch@rhea.informatik.uni-bonn.de
kirsch@dbninf5.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 19:03:02 GMT
From: CWELLS3@ua1vm.ua.edu (Spock)
Subject: RE: Teleportation.

    I find your concept a bit hard to swallow for the fact that it would
require a great force (I believe gravitational would be correct) to bend
space as you have described.  Who or what would want to be in the locale of
a mini black hole as would probably be the result.  Please correct me if I
am wrong.  I believe the concept goes beyond science fiction.  However, If
you would like some good reading about it nonetheless, pick up a copy of
The Wounded Sky by (I believe) Diane Duane.  It is an old Star Trek novel.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 19:22:59 GMT
From: gt1926b@prism.gatech.edu (NIX,MORRIS LAMAR)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

I was fascinated by Mr. Kirsch's depictions of Teleport and Transport.
However, I must argue that it's just a matter of semantics.  The most
general definition of teleportation is travel between two points without
physically traversing the intervening space.  The classification of
teleport as inherently psionic and all other methods something else is just
that: a classification.  To say that they are the "real" definitions is
questionable.

Later.

Morris Lamar Nix
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt1926b
Internet: gt1926b@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 01:02:20 GMT
From: lopez!toddp@sharkey.cc.umich.edu (Todd Pasanen)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

Teleportation with copies is not my idea of a good time, period.

I have no problem with opening holes or worming my way across distances,
but I would never agree to let somebody DESTROY me: ME.

For a long time I thought that maybe I could swallow copies where the old
"body" was destroyed while the "soul" was transported to the NEW body.  But
naaa, I figure if the soul can get to the new body, so should the old body
be able to get to the destination.  Besides, if the mind-soul (my version
of soul includes the mind) can "instantly" move from place to place I would
rather wait to allow techonology to figure out how to move the body.

Anyways, beside the above scenario, I've never been able to accept
destruction.  Nope, a copy does not a happy me make.

Even though I know that the body is "replaced" almost entirely every decade
or so, I still find the idea of copies and soul jumps too UNnatural.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 91 05:45:21 GMT
From: t35106r@kaira.hut.fi (Jukka Sakari Talvio)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

pluto@maths.tcd.ie (Caroline Tisdall) writes:
>   Since teleportation is a common subject of discussion in this group,
>want to add this little poser:
[stuff deleted]
>    a) Would you feel happy to let a carbon copy of yourself take over?
>    b) Is this carbon ACTUALLY YOU. i.e. Do you merely 'hand over' your
>       mind, or is the mind of the old body consigned to oblivion?

I think rather materialisticly, you see, and therefore I think that BOTH,
the copy and the old body are me.  Complicated.  Well, I came up with this
fraction of a plot thinking about this a year or two ago: Some
multinational company introduces a teleportation method, the actual
technique of which is a secret and patented.  The company claims that the
"passenger" himself is sent to the destination and never explain about
him/her only being copied.  Though it would seem a simple task to get rid
of the original person by some non-violent and efficient method in such a
sophisticated society, this is done with a meat grinder type thing located
below every teleportation booth.  Falling into this grinder is not
remembered by the _copy_ since the _original_ is destroyed _after_ the copy
has been made.  Very fortunate for _the company_ whose executives secretely
always travel conventionally by planes, cars and such.  Well, one of the
booths develops a defect.  The grinder malfunctions, the originals are not
destroyed and they discover what a horrible method has been used first to
make a clone and then to kill the original.  Of course, the actual copying
still takes place and now there are two almost identical persons whose
lives branch from the moment the other tried to use teleportation.  An
unbelievable mess, that I have not yet brainstormed, follows...

Jukka Talvio
jukka@tmt.tele.fi
jstalvio@otax.tky.hut.fi

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 04:15:54 GMT
From: skrenta@blekko.commodore.com (Rich Skrenta)
Subject: Re: Teleportation

t35106r@kaira.hut.fi (Jukka Sakari Talvio) writes:
> Falling into this grinder is not remembered by the _copy_ since the
> _original_ is destroyed _after_ the copy has been made.

Nifty plot.  I have a vague memory of reading somewhere about drugs used as
anesthetics during operations.  My memory of this is vague, but apparently
curare was once used for operations on children.  Now curare paralyzes, but
doesn't knock you out.  The children experienced all of the pain and horror
of the operation, but no one believed them later since they had appeared to
be asleep.

There are also drugs which disable memory retention.  The concern was that
perhaps some of our anesthetics are combinations which paralyze and inhibit
memory, but which don't knock the patient out.  So every slice of the
scalpel is experienced, but not remembered.

Rich
skrenta@blekko.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 12:01:43 GMT
From: gwills@maths.tcd.ie (Graham Wills)
Subject: Re: teleportation methods

A tesseract is a four dimensional object and has nothing to do with time
travel teleportation or any such characteristics. Trying to use it as such
is like saying that if you embed a cube in a piece of paper, then it's
easier for a bug to walk around in the cube to get from one part of the
paper to another, than for it just to walk along the paper. Of course if
you postulate a different spatial metric on the cube than on the paper, you
can do anything. But then the effect has nothing to do with the tesseract,
only the metric.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 17:39:58 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Cats in SF

Well, I'm still lightly smoking from having made such a fool of myself last
posting, but dauntlessly, I'm at it again.  Since I misnamed Pete in _Door
into Summer_, I'm now trying to remember what Bast was in (the story about
the cats having come from another planet and getting stranded here, and
purring their way into good care, perhaps?)

I have a cat named Gummitch, after the cat in Leiber's "Spacetime for
Springers".  Other cats?

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 07:37:52 GMT
From: noe@sunc4.cs.uiuc.edu (Roger Noe)
Subject: Re: Cats in SF

yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>I have a cat named Gummitch, after the cat in Leiber's "Spacetime for
>Springers".  Other cats?

Try Tad Williams' "Tailchaser's Song".

Roger Noe
Department of Computer Science       
University of Illinois               
Urbana, IL  61801  USA
roger-noe@uiuc.edu
noe@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 07:04:35 GMT
From: bnard@eskimo.celestial.com (Gaylord Stewart)
Subject: Re: Cats in SF

   Two other cats, in exclusively si-fi stories, are Mr. Jones in _Alien_
by Alan Dean Foster and Eet in _The Zero Stone_ by Andre Norton.  There is
also the Catfantastique books edited by Norton and Greenberg.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - Evolved Humans (18 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 01:33:12 GMT
From: TFNAABK@calstate.bitnet (Cal Hylton)
Subject: Re: More evolved humans

Several short stories by Felix C. Gotschalk fit this category.  Wish I
could come up with specific titles; however, the only Gotschalk story I can
cite off the top of my head is his "The Man with the Golden Reticulates"
published in _Orbit 17_.

By the way, when I first subscribed to SF-Lovers (not that long ago) I
asked if anyone knew of anything recent or not so recent by Gotschalk.  Has
he ever done a novel(s)?  I somehow screwed up my reception immediately
following my first request so if any one has reponded to this before could
you do so again or send any info directly to me.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 01:34:35 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Evolved superhumans

WRT@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Bill Turner) writes:
>My favorite superhuman story is (unless a lot of brain cells have died
>lately) by Van Vogt and called "The Monster". An alien race arrives on
>Earth in the distant future and finds it a dead planet, skeletons
>everywhere.  They like the planet, but want to figure out what killed
>humans off before they colonize. They progressively revive "ancient"
>humans from museum displays (including a 20th century man), quiz them,
>then disintegrate them when they aren't of use in solving the puzzle.
>Finally they revive one of the "recent" skeletons, and find that humanity
>had changed quite a bit...

   That may be the reason, but I suspect, from what I recall, that the
superhuman powers stemmed from the device used to revive them. At least, it
was my impression that the revival process, possibly combined with some of
the old Earthly technology, had empowered the revived human.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 17:20:06 GMT
From: kerman@edinboro.edu
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

Well, for a somewhat weirder slant on the question, how about Greg Bear's
BLOOD MUSIC?? It's evolution, for sure - human? I'm not sure. But then, the
same question applies to CHILDHOOD'S END, which I think someone mentioned.

Judith Kerman
KERMAN@EDINBORO.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 07:25:15 GMT
From: hinkle@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Bob Hinkle)
Subject: Re: More evolved humans

TFNAABK@calstate.BITNET (Cal Hylton) writes:
>Several short stories by Felix C. Gotschalk fit this category.  Wish I
>could come up with specific titles;

He had several stories published in the New Dimensions anthologies.
Looking through the copies I have, I found Gotschalk stories in New
Dimensions #4 ("Outer Concentric" and "The Examination") and #5 ("A Day in
the South Quad"). .

>By the way, when I first subscribed to SF-Lovers (not that long ago) I
>asked if anyone knew of anything recent or not so recent by Gotschalk.
>Has he ever done a novel(s)? 

He wrote a novel called "Growing Up in Tier 3000", which features (apropos
of the current discussion) greatly evolved humans. (But have they
*advanced*?  You make the call.)  According to the biographical note,
Gotschalk had written 35 short stories, a novelette, and a novel
(presumably this one :^) at the time of publication.

Bob 

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 19:35:02 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: more evolved humans

Another anthology, _Tomorrow's Children_ (ed. Asimov) contains at least 1,
possibly more evolved human stories.  The one that came to mind is 'Star
Bright'.  I read this in grade school, and recently found that my library
had a copy.  It's not as wonderful as I recalled, but some of the stories
still stand up with good posture.  Pub date is sometime in the mid- to late
60's.  Enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 10:57:26 GMT
From: rkunenbo@cs.ruu.nl (Ronald Kunenborg)
Subject: Re: Evolved superhumans

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>WRT@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Bill Turner) writes:
>>My favorite superhuman story is [...]  by Van Vogt and called "The
>>Monster". An alien race arrives on Earth in the distant future and finds
>>it a dead planet, skeletons everywhere.  They like the planet, but want
>>to figure out what killed humans off before they colonize. They
>>progressively revive "ancient" humans from museum displays (including a
>>20th century man), quiz them, then disintegrate them when they aren't of
>>use in solving the puzzle.  Finally they revive one of the "recent"
>>skeletons, and find that humanity had changed quite a bit...
>
>   That may be the reason, but I suspect, from what I recall, that the
>superhuman powers stemmed from the device used to revive them. At least,
>it was my impression that the revival process, possibly combined with some
>of the old Earthly technology, had empowered the revived human.

No, they had these powers before they died, because at one point the aliens
asked the man why humanity had not escaped, with the powers they possessed.
The man replied that the nearest star not in range of the 'cause of their
death' was out of range, and they had never bothered to build starships
because they could reach their colonies easy enough by teleport.

Ronald Kunenborg
Victoriestraat 3
3815 ML Amersfoort
The Netherlands
rkunenbo@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 10:15:07 GMT
From: daveg@prowler.clearpoint.com (Dave Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: Evolved superhumans

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) said:
> That may be the reason, but I suspect, from what I recall, that the
> superhuman powers stemmed from the device used to revive them. At least,
> it was my impression that the revival process, possibly combined with
> some of the old Earthly technology, had empowered the revived human.

No, if I remember the story, it was that humanity _had_ evolved to the
point where they had tremendous mental powers and the like, but had died
because they could not leave the solar system (lack of technology).  The
aliens' worst fear was to someday revive a race which possessed these
(theoretical) powers, and thus they plunged their ship into the sun to
destroy the revived human (who simply teleported back to Earth).

At the end, I recall said human stating he was going to revive the rest of
humanity with the technology he had gotten from the alien ship.

A good read.

Dave Goldblatt
Software Engineering (Subsystems)
Clearpoint Research Corporation
35 Parkwood Dr.
Hopkinton, MA 01748
daveg@clearpoint.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 15:12:47 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

I would definitely say that the protagonist in Robert Heinlein's
_Stranger_in_a_Strange_Land_ was supposed to be "more evolved."

Also, someone mentioned Vonnegut's _Galapagos_ and I'd just like to second
the recommendation.  Along those lines, I never see Vonnegut mentioned and
I'm sure there must be some fans of his out there (like me); have
references to Vonnegut become passe somehow??  In my mind, his work is
classic.  (Bravo to the person who brought up Galapagos!)

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 01:18:59 GMT
From: malc@tahoe.cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: Evolved superhumans

daveg@prowler.clearpoint.com writes:
>The aliens' worst fear was to someday revive a race which possessed these
>(theoretical) powers, and thus they plunged their ship into the sun to
>destroy the revived human (who simply teleported back to Earth).

I believe it was actually the human who sent the ship plunging into a
nearby "blue-white sun" after discovering the coordinates of the Aliens'
homeworld.  I think he was going to put them out of business for being
uncontrolled breeders (as well as jerks).

I think you're right about the human intending to revive humanity using the
aliens' technology, but I don't think the Aliens had really thought before
about dead aliens with awesome mental powers and/or the risks of reviving
such beings.  The aliens were portrayed as being rather unimaginative
dullards, despite their level of technology.

"Kitty", now there was an alien...

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 91 20:36:22 GMT
From: lv08+@andrew.cmu.edu (Lili Velez)
Subject: RE:  More Evolved Humans

I happened to read a book about genetically engineered humans (the genetic
alteration was supposed to be minimal, in order to evade the side effects
of an overly effective vaccine against the AIDS virus, but, as you might
have guessed, it isn't), called The Breeds of Man (at least, I think that
was what it was called; I don't remember the author's name...).  It's
difficult to go into the details of what I liked about it without including
spoilers, but I thought that it was a good evening's read, particularly the
ways in which the altered humans tried to make their way in the world
without being detected.

Lili Fox Velez
Dept Biological Sciences/Dept of English
Carnegie Mellon University
lv08@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 02:27:31 GMT
From: dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

I'm not sure if anyone has mentioned this (since I haven't had time to read
this news group in quite a while), but I believe it was Wylie who wrote a
fairly interesting novel about a more-than-human male who had a pretty
rough time of it.  Can't remember the name, although I'm sure that I'll get
TONS of net.mail about it.

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 18:26:31 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

dweingar@libserv1 (David Weingart) writes:
>I'm not sure if anyone has mentioned this [...]  but I believe it was
>Wylie who wrote a fairly interesting novel about a more-than-human male
>who had a pretty rough time of it.

This brings to mind a couple of stories I've read, although I can't
remember where I saw them or the authors (although I believe they are both
short stories):

  The first is about a family that is essentially immortal, even when
  chopped into tiny bits and flushed down the sewer.

  The second is about a guy that has perfect photographic memory, and the
  endless troubles it causes him.

I might have seen them in a collection of short stories about mutants
(gotten through the SF-Book Club).  Probably a good place to look for such
stories anyway.  I'll follow up on this, and see if I can't find more
information on this (I really don't like being this vague).

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 04:57:17 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
> I would definitely say that the protagonist in Robert Heinlein's
> _Stranger_in_a_Strange_Land_ was supposed to be "more evolved."

This is most emphatically incorrect.  (I'm presuming that by "more evolved"
something remotely connected with the theory of evolution by natural
selection is meant.)

This misconception is quite common, of course.  People often confuse
"evolution" with "progress" or "adaptation" or "capability-enhancing" or
whatnot.  And in fact, most science fiction that treats the subject is
pretty bad, in terms of falling prey to one fallacy or another, or in terms
of spreading common misconceptions.

( A vague, mild spoiler follows for those who haven't read SiaSL.
  I'll wait here while you go read it... )

Valentine Michael Smith (simplifying for a moment by ignoring
considerations of his possible archangel status) was not in any way
genetically or even morphologically distinct from other humans.  He simply
had a "better" education.

He is, in fact, a fairly explicit and quite strong argument in favor of a
strong "nurture" (as opposed "nature") component to ability.

Now, on the other hand, one might take the point of view that genetic
change isn't the only form of evolution.  Social or technological sources
of change may well be the most important ones in the future of humanity,
with genetic change becomeing either unimportant or secondary.  But of
course, this point of view still doesn't make Smith a "more evolved human".
It makes him a Martian.

Wayne Throop
...!mcnc!dg-rtp!sheol!throopw

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 04:25:00 GMT
From: jon@claris.com (Jon Thatcher)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

This thread prompted me to re-read the short story "The Golden Man" by
Philip K. Dick.  According to the afterword in this collection (also
entitled _The Golden Man_), Dick wrote the story in 1954 in direct response
to John W. Campbell's "better humans" interest.  Dick gives the subject a
wonderful (IMHO) twist.

As mentioned in the recent post-holocaust thread, _Re-birth_ by John
Wyndham (also published as _The Chrysalids_) concerns evolved children
trying to survive in a world where all mutants are destroyed as soon as
they are discovered.  I like it much better than Palmer's _Emergence_,
which has been mentioned in both threads.

_Children of the Thunder_ by John Brunner tells the story of a normal man
trying to trace the lineage of a group of "evolved" children.  This book is
not as good as other Brunner works, but the ending is quite memorable.

Finally, here's another "vote" for _More Than Human_ by Theodore Sturgeon.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 06:04:46 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

jon@claris.com (Jon Thatcher):
>This thread prompted me to re-read the short story "The Golden Man" by
>Philip K. Dick.

Which reminds me that another book on the topic is Saberhagen's "The Golden
People".

When it was reprinted a couple of years ago, I skimmed it in the store.  As
near as I could tell, although the 'new' version was twice as long as the
old one, the only noticeable differences were that a comic book in the old
version had become an electronic comic book in the new one, and that the
admiral had become female.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 15:58:24 GMT
From: WRT@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Bill Turner - Cornell University Library)
Subject: Superhumans (Correction to earlier message)

My previous posting (last Thursday?) citing a van Vogt story which I
recalled as The Monster is actually titled "Resurrection". The most recent
anthology I have in which it appears is the 1984 _SUPERMEN Isaac Asimov's
Wonderful Worlds of Science Fiction #3_ (Signet/NAL).

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 06:49:07 GMT
From: lsuc!canrem!john.russell@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (john russell)
Subject: yet more evolved...

I haven't seen any mention of Dune so far.  Human evolution has branched
off several times (Tleilaxu, Guild navigators), and is being guided so as
to produce a single superman.

A book with a strikingly similar plot is Brunner's "Born Under Mars", which
I can't help wonder whether it influenced Herbert or vice versa.  It has
people adapted to a desert-style existence in the low-pressure Martian
atmosphere, a Kwisatz-haderach kind of kid that the religious/philosophical
Martians want to use to shape history, and even a starship navigator who's
very tall and has trouble breathing Earth's atmosphere.  Anyone know if
there really is any connection between these 2 books?

John
Canada Remote Systems
Toronto, Ontario

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 01:53:12 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: Re: More Evolved Humans

dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
> I believe it was Wylie who wrote a fairly interesting novel about a
> more-than-human male who had a pretty rough time of it.  Can't remember
> the name, although I'm sure that I'll get TONS of net.mail about it.

Hmmmmm.  I can't call the name to mine either, but this is also the author
of the _Black_Flame_ stories, right?  There's even a reference from the
"superman" story to the establishment of Urbs, the
superduperultramegalopolis of the future.

This superman story contains the common fallacy that confuses evolution
with progress.  The superman was a "throwforward", an "early" appearance of
a form that "ought" to have occurred later in time.  Such notions are, of
course, a severe distortion of the notion of evolution.

There is a similar notion in Foster's _The_Gameplayers_of_Zan_ and
subsequent stories in that universe.  It is, however, made more interesting
by the clever application of some justification for this non-standard view
of evolution, and the blending of the notions of *designed* vs *evolved*
near-humans.

Foster's notion is that there is (or will be discovered) a refinement to
the theory of genetics analogous to the theory of "nuclear chemistry".

In the story, using this theory, it is discovered that chimps are what one
might call a "stable isotope" of "primate-ium", and that humans are the
closest adjacent stable isotope.  Research reveals what the "next" stable
island in "gene-space" is, and it is spliced together, producing the "next
stable primate" form "before its time".

While this remains a distortion of evolutionary theory, Foster fits it in
as an extension to current thought (compare: punctuated equilibrium) much
more smoothly than is common for such "teleological" distortions, which
usually just stand out as annoying mistakes.

(I reinforce that I don't find Foster's model good science, just
interesting pseudo-science, better than the usual non-science. ) 

Wayne Throop
...!mcnc!dg-rtp!sheol!throopw

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Miscellaneous - Transformations (4 msgs) &
                                Deceptive Marketing (9 msgs) &
                                Conventions (2 msgs) &
                                SF Collection at CMU
                                "The Eye of Argon" Authenticity

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 19:33:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Transformation stories

> Blish, James        Surface Tension                       11
>    "SF; genetic manipulation; not read" -11
My favourite short story almost. A classic. Well, a little juvenile,
maybe :^>

> Chalker, Jack       most/all his works              1,2,3,7,12,13,17 

Problem here is that he is stuck on ONE kind of transformation - everything
in his book always seems to accentuate the sex roles.  For example, the
tough heroine will become a feeble subservient 'alien' female. The male
protaganist will end up in a harem world.  Stuff like that <I am thinking
of the Well of Souls stories>

What about 'the Black Cloud' by Fred Hoyle? Not exactly transformation, but
the hero dies because he cannot assimilate and come to terms with the
mindset of the black cloud.

The Opeechee Hotline has a lot of transformation. Genetic cloning and sex
changes and stuff. A biological trap that humanity falls into devised by
aliens etc. (Author John Varley)

Fred Pohl's Heechee books have humans turned into AIs.

Marion Zimmer Bradley's Darkover Landfall is a decent book on how 'normal
humans' turned out to be so weird once they became natives of Darkover.

M.A. Foster <for the longest time I thought 'he' was a 'she'> has a very
good trio of books, 'The day of the Klesh', 'The gameplayers of Zan' and
the 'Warriors of Dawn'. Very nice cautionary book on the problems of
humanity trying to improve itself by genetic tinkering.

Elizabeth Scarborough has a set of books on Maggie the hearth witch and her
lover the minstrel. Which frequently involves unfortunate transformations.
And talking cats ...

Robert Holdstock's 'Mythago Wood' is about a certain kind of
transformation. At least _I_ think it is :^>

Anne McCaffrey has a book about a woman who is a space ship (or something
like that!)

There is a couple of books that retell the story of Proteus <or Promotheus>
along with the story of the titans. 'The Lord of the Depths' I think was
the first book. Author was Robert Astin or something like that.  Similarly
we have the retelling of the stories of Theseus and Hercules etc., all of
which are full of unnatural behaviour :^>

Then there is that iffy series 'A Warlock Inspite of Himself' or something
like that. His wife to be becomes a mouse a spider and so forth and pretty
soon the series goes seriously downhill.

Sherry Tepper has a book or two on this topic <I tend to avoid her recent
novels despite their awards due to being burnt out on feminist writings,
but her early books are good> - 'The Revenants' I think.

Doris Picercia <sp?> has some truly weird books with involve lots of funny
stuff, probably including transformations.

Glen Cook's books often involve (usually disgusting:^) forms of
transformation. Very entertaining stuff.

Robert Don Hughes has a trilogy: 'The prophet of Lamath' which has people
changing shapes now and then ...

Enjoy.

Hari
hsr@physics.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 02:44:19 GMT
From: klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Kathy Madison)
Subject: Re: Transformation stories

IBC6HSR@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU ("hari ramachandran") writes:
>Elizabeth Scarborough has a set of books on Maggie the hearth witch and
>her lover the minstrel. Which frequently involves unfortunate
>transformations. And talking cats ...

I had completely forgotten about these and I really like them.
Good light fantasy.

>Anne McCaffrey has a book about a woman who is a space ship (or something
>like that!)

_The Ship Who Sang_; basically, a mutated body is kept small while a child
and put into a ship. It's the "Brain" of the ship, and has a human
counterpart who is the "Brawn".

>There is a couple of books that retell the story of Proteus <or
>Promotheus> along with the story of the titans. 'The Lord of the Depths' I
>think was the first book. Author was Robert Astin or something like that.

_Lord of the Crooked Paths_ and _Master of the Fearful Depths_ by Patrick
H. Adkins.  Pretty good stuff, although I'm not an authority on (early)
Greek mythology at all.

>Then there is that iffy series 'A Warlock Inspite of Himself' or something
>like that. His wife to be becomes a mouse a spider and so forth and pretty
>soon the series goes seriously downhill.

Christopher Stasheff's Warlock books (all but _Her Majesty's Wizard_, I
believe -- I don't remember if that one has transformation).

I guess I'll double check my bookshelves, since I have all of these and
didn't think of them.  "List maintainer", get ready for yet another message
;-)

Kathy Madison
Computing Center
University of Michigan
klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu
USERKLM@UMICHUM.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 15:33:08 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (Herbie Hind)
Subject: Gender Transformation

I have not seen Busby (author) as one of the items in gender transformation
(which is a spoiler for his book).  As I recall, it was one of the first
sci-fi to use the theme of AIDS in his book and what happens when a vaccine
is administered.

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 16:05:34 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (Herbie Hind)
Subject: Transformations

On the subject of Martin Caidin (Cyborg), there is also "Manfac".

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 18:53:43 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Baen's deceptive book marketing

Recently, Chuq Von Rospach (chuq@apple.com) wrote:
> Attached to [the] new Slammers book ... is a novelette....  I *know* I've
> read it before, although Baen claims everything in the book is new.

Then Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) replied:

> It was in Mitchell's "Free Lancers" anthology.

I don't know about the rest of you but, I'm getting a bit tired of these
types of deceptive marketing practices. Baen is not the sole perpetrator,
but they do seem to be one of the most frequent. For other examples, I
believe they've also published a couple of "novels" of the Man-Kzin Wars,
which were actually composed of several stories which had appeared earlier
(and recently) in the Man-Kzin War anthologies.

Or am I just not practicing enough caveat emptor?

On the other hand, I had a friend in college who didn't even want
publishers to use new covers when they reissued their books, because he
felt they were trying to trick him into buying a book he already had. I
thought that was a bit extreme.

What do you think?

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 02:59:30 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>I don't know about the rest of you, but I'm getting a bit tired of these
>types of deceptive marketing practices. Baen is not the sole perpetrator,
>but they do seem to be one of the most frequent.
>
>Or am I just not practicing enough caveat emptor?

Baen's pulled a number of slimey marketing hacks, but in this specific
case, they don't claim that this stuff is all new - they don't make any
claims at all, except that this stuff is Hammer's Slammers (which is all I
need to want to read it). I just happened to remember the story, and
noticed that it wasn't put on the copyright page, so I wanted to check my
memory (I believe that the copyright is optional in this case, since the
new copyright is in Drake's name but, I'll be talking to one of the editors
at Baen in the next few days and make sure.)

>What do you think?

When they repackage stuff and scream "New! Improved!" I get upset. In this
case, they took a story published four or five years ago in an anthology of
mixed stories and put it in a David Drake collection. That's (to me) like
putting a story published in Analog in a collection - no big deal.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 16:39:36 GMT
From: sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
> On the other hand, I had a friend in college who didn't even want
> publishers to use new covers when they reissued their books, because he
> felt they were trying to trick him into buying a book he already had. I
> thought that was a bit extreme.

New covers, I don't mind. I just really hate those who re-title them.

Just as bad are those who release a book, and then re-release it in two
volumes. Julian May's _Intervention_ nearly fooled me that way.

Thomas Farmer
sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 05:35:50 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz says:
>jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>> On the other hand, I had a friend in college who didn't even want
>> publishers to use new covers when they reissued their books, because he
>> felt they were trying to trick him into buying a book he already had. I
>> thought that was a bit extreme.
>
>New covers, I don't mind. I just really hate those who re-title them.
>
>Just as bad are those who release a book, and then re-release it in two
>volumes. Julian May's _Intervention_ nearly fooled me that way.

   That's pretty bad, but I also hate when a sequel doesn't say that it's a
sequel, and when an incomplete first book in a series doesn't say so.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 19:32:19 GMT
From: icsu0038@attila.cs.montana.edu (Jacob)
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz says:
>>Just as bad are those who release a book, and then re-release it in two
>>volumes. Julian May's _Intervention_ nearly fooled me that way.
>
>   That's pretty bad, but I also hate when a sequel doesn't say that it's
>a sequel, and when an incomplete first book in a series doesn't say so.

When I got to the end of _The Architect of Sleep_ ( by ??? 8-o ) I actually
checked to see if some pages had been ripped out!  When I returned it to
the friend I borrowed it from, I threw it at him.  ( I'm not REALLY
violent, I was just pissed off :-) The two main characters had just been
separated, a new major character was introduced, and the book ENDED!!!  Is
there a sequel out, or am I S.O.L.?!?!

Jake

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 18:16:10 GMT
From: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com 
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

One incident that I saw recently (not from Baen, though) involved a horror
book by an author best left nameless that had a cover blurb from Stephen
King that was on a separate piece of paper that wrapped around the cover.
It was strategically placed to obscure the name of the real author, but the
impression was that this was a new King book.

shiva@pro-smof.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 20:10:01 GMT
From: lsuc!canrem!john.russell@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (john russell)
Subject: deceptive marketing

It's getting better... those "Double Novels" now have 1 front cover,
listing both titles.  I wonder how many people were fooled into buying
them, not realizing they were 2 novellas, when they had 1 cover on each
side? (Bookstores apparently choose one of the authors and include the
double novels among that author's books.)

Canada Remote Systems
Toronto, Ontario

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 22:03:32 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

icsu0038@attila.cs.montana.edu (Jacob) writes:
>When I got to the end of _The Architect of Sleep_ ( by ??? 8-o ) I
>actually checked to see if some pages had been ripped out!  When I
>returned it to the friend I borrowed it from, I threw it at him.  ( I'm
>not REALLY violent, I was just pissed off :-) The two main characters had
>just been separated, a new major character was introduced, and the book
>ENDED!!!  Is there a sequel out, or am I S.O.L.?!?!

Stephen Boyett (the author) originally intended it to be the first in a
series.  Unfortunately, he had publisher troubles (I don't know the
details, I heard this a while ago), and the other books were never
released. I understand he's tried to publish them independently, but with
no luck.  Anybody know anything more?  

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 12:30:07 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Baen's deceptive book marketing

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) said:
> On the other hand, I had a friend in college who didn't even want
> publishers to use new covers when they reissued their books, because he
> felt they were trying to trick him into buying a book he already had. I
> thought that was a bit extreme.

I've always been impressed (in a nauseated sort of way) at the inverse of
this practice - the reissue of a paperback book with the exact same cover
as the first printing (except for a higher price, of course), where the
term "exact same cover" means that the words "First Time In Paperback!"
appear on the reprint cover as well.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 91 23:36:39 GMT
From: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com
Subject: Sercon 6 flyer

Sercon 6
January 17th - 19th, 1992
Wyndham Southpark Hotel
Austin, Texas
 
Guest of Honor - Jonathan Carroll, author of BONES OF THE MOON, THE LAND OF
LAUGHS, SLEEPING IN FLAME, winner of the World Fantasy Award.
 
Other guests to be announced...
 
For more information:
   Sercon 6
   P.O. Box 9612
   Austin, TX 78766
 
or call 512/835-9304 before 10 p.m. Central Time.
 
Sponsored by the Fandom Association of Central Texas, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.

shiva@pro-smof.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 20:44:14 GMT
From: IACRPM@asuacad.bitnet ("R. Pearce-Moses")
Subject: PhringeCon3

Third party posting (i.e., don't ask me for details %-|  ):

Science Fiction Media Convention with John Levene (Sgt. John Benton of Dr.
Who Fame), Mike Jittlov (The Wizard of Speed and Time), Mike Okuda (ST:TNG
Scenic Art Supv & Tech. Consultant), Ron Moore (ST:TNG Visual Effects
Coordinator), and others to be annouced.  Plus movie memorabilia auction to
benefit UCLA Film Preservation Fund, SciFi and Fantasy Art Show, Dealers'
Room, Costume contest and dances, role playing game tournaments, computer
game room, genre films and Japanese animation.

Venue: Sheraton Phoenix
       111 N Central Ave
       Phoenix AZ
       602/257-1525 for reservations
Editorial comment - the Kon Tiki is a high-camp Polynesian nightmare not
TOO far away which could be worth the entertainment value, but I've not
seen their rooms so don't blame me; cheap pop-culture thrills are your own
gamble.

Registration:  
   PhringeCon3
   P.O. Box 11743
   Phoenix AZ 85061
   602/220-9785

Sponsored by Arizona Speculative Fiction Society.

Richard Pearce-Moses
(602) 965-9276

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 19:24:58 GMT
From: sm5y+@andrew.cmu.edu (Samuel Antonio Minter)
Subject: SciFi Collection at CMU

Carnegie Mellon's Fine and Rare Book Room (Located on the fourth floor of
Hunt Library) contains a large collection of classic Science Fiction.  The
collection includes 2000 volumes as well as short runs of several important
Science Fiction serials.  The collection concentrates on the application of
scientific ideas (rather than fantasy), the exception being a sizable
selection of Conan the Barbarian.

The Science Fiction Collection does not circulate, however we invite
patrons to come and spend an afternoon in the Fine and Rare Book Rooms
reading our Science Fiction, or just browsing through the collection.

We are open from 1:30 to 4:30 every weekday afternoon.

For more information contact:

Mary Catherine Johnsen
(412)268-6622
mj0g+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 18:18:32 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Re:  "The Eye of Argon" Authenticity

If you want to find out for sure, come to Archon 15 in St. Louis, 12-14
July.  Jim Theis (the author) generally attends since he lives in Missouri
(I can't remember if his invitation reply is in the Yes, No, Maybe, or [No
Answer yet] category at this time, though).

Cheers.

Rich

------------------------------
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Date: 28 May 91 06:18:01 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Martin Amis

I was browsing in the city library the other day and found "Einstein's
Monsters" by Martin Amis (who I think is Kingley Amis' son). It turned out
to be not just a very good book but could be called science fiction.
Whether or not, it is well worth a read.  It starts with the most scathing
essay on nuclear detente/deterrence, that I have ever read.  The rest is
short stories, sort of post-holocaust.  For UK readers, it's published by
Jonathan Cape Ltd., London 1987.  Go for it.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 00:47:12 GMT
From: bnr-vpa!bnr-rsc!mwandel@zoo.toronto.edu (Markus Wandel)
Subject: Help!  Can't understand Isaac Asimov story ending

I've just read a short story, "The Tercentenary Incident" by Isaac Asimov,
and I don't get it.  Was the President a robot now, or not?  Can someone
explain this to me?  E-mail would be best, to avoid spoiling it for those
who haven't read this.
 
Markus Wandel

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 22:06:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re Lois McMaster Bujold

polari!wiz40@polari.UUCP@sumax.seattleu.edu (Ed Carter) writes
>I have to second Dirk's recommendation to read Ms. Bujold's books. I would
>suggest the following order:
>
>   1. Falling Free
>   2. Shards of Honor
>   3. The Warriors Apprentice
>   4. The Vor Game
>   5. Borders of Infinity
>   6. Brothers in Arms
>   7. Ethan of Athos
>Personally, I thought these books were great. I hope you will enjoy them
>also.

I regret to say that in most cases, reading series in the order of
publication is the best bet, unless specifically instructed otherwise by
the author, e.g., Marion Zimmer Bradley s _Darkover_ books.  In all other
cases, like Frank Herbert's _Dune_, Zelazny's _Amber_, McCaffrey's
_Dragonriders of Pern_, Brust's _Vlad Taltos_ AND Bujold's _Miles
Vorkosigan_ series, just check out the original publication date.
Therefore, you should start with _Shards of Honor_, without which you will
not get half of what is happening in _The Warrior's Apprentice_.  IMHO,
reading a series by internal chronological order is not recommended, for
you are likely not to get as much out of the whole story.

ANDERSOE@grin1.bitnet asks
>There has been lots of discussion of the Miles Vorkisgan books - I like
>what I've read, but it has all been in ANALOG. I would like to buy any
>books concerning that character, BUT in the past I have been burned by
>buying a book about characters that appeared in short stories and
>novellas, because it turned out that there was no real meat added to the
>stories in the novel, just some filler to connect them. Most immediately
>coming to mind is _Trader's World_. So my point is that I don't want to
>get burned again - is anyone familiar enough with both the original ANALOG
>publications and the novels in the stores to tell me which books are worth
>buying and which I've already read for all intents and purposes?

I have not read all Analog chapters of the Miles Vorkosigan adventures, but
_Falling Free_, in which Miles does NOT appear, was exactly the same as the
paperback version and several chapters of _Brothers in Arms_ and _The Vor
Game_ were also exactly the same in the books, only with one or two pages
of continuity in between.

jason@hpcndjdz.cnd.hp.com (Jason Zions) writes:
>Funny thing about Ethan of Athos; it was the first Lois McMaster Bujold
>book I acquired, and I only got about half-way through it before I tossed
>it aside. No, I'm not homophobic in the least, so that's not it. But I've
>avidly read everything else she's written.
>
>Also, I don't recall any tie-in between the two universes; clearly my
>memory has failed me if indeed Quinn shows up! I guess I ought to try EoA
>again; maybe my taste has matured. Again.

Clearly, you have only read 50 pages or so before renouncing!  You
definitly should pick it up again.  Though I admit that before the
encounter with Quinn, the pace is a bit slow, things pick up a lot after
that, and it is to my mind the funniest of all the series.  And Quinn is
indeed prominent in this book, rather more than Ethan.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 00:35:55 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Stephen Donaldson (was Re: A recommendataion: Paul Parks)

>I recently stumbled upon "Soldiers of Paradise" by Paul Parks.
>
>I was impressed and delighted, to say the least. He struck me as notches
>above the "average" sf-fantasy writer (S. Donaldson, for instance). The
>world he created is as imaginative, rich, and...

   *Blink Blink* Stephen R. Donaldson AVERAGE? I almost feel I've seen
blasphemy here.
   As a long-time Donaldson fan (he is one of only three, four authors
whose books I will buy hardbound), I really must protest. The first
Chronicles of Thomas Covenant were impressive, for me more so because I
happen to like HEROES and I absolutely LOATHED Covenant for the first two
books and most of the third, and yet I was utterly unable to put the books
down.
   The Second Chronicles were amazing, and to watch Covenant keeping his
head on (mostly) was a genuine joy; the way he finally outwitted Foul was
simply marvelous.
   And Mordant's Need was stellar. Not only was the Imagery idea well done,
the entire story was stronger and better set than the prior series, both of
which I liked. Donaldson seems to improve with each sequence. I hope the
new one I've heard about comes up to his standard; I intend to buy it as
soon as I have the bucks.

   The only thing I had about his series was that in all three book sets,
one thought stayed at the back of my mind: the villains were DAMNED lucky
that the people who came in from our world had almost no imagination. If
they had, all three series would have been a HELL of a lot shorter (but
admittedly less interesting...)

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 20:27:16 GMT
From: 8718288@ul.ie 
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

Thomas M. Breeden said:
>I recently stumbled upon "Soldiers of Paradise" by Paul Parks.
>
>I was impressed and delighted, to say the least. He struck me as notches
>above the "average" sf-fantasy writer (S. Donaldson, for instance). The
>world he created is as imaginative, rich, and

And Ryk E Spoor responded:
>    *Blink Blink* Stephen R. Donaldson AVERAGE? I almost feel I've seen
> blasphemy here.
>
>    As a long-time Donaldson fan (he is one of only three, four authors
> whose books I will buy hardbound), I really must protest. The first
> Chronicles of Thomas Covenant were impressive, for me more so because I
> happen to like HEROES and I absolutely LOATHED Covenant for the first two
> books and most of the third, and yet I was utterly unable to put the
> books down.

Ok, I'll take issue here.  (Caveat: I have only read the first Thomas
Covenant and the first book of Mordant's Need.)

As far as I'm concerned, Donaldson is average to boring.  I read the first
book of Thomas Covenant because several of my friends kept telling me to
and if it hadn't been for the fact that I'd promised them I'd read it all,
I'd have given up halfway through.  T. Covenant was a real pain in the
neck.  All through the book I just wanted to pick him up by the scruff of
his neck and give him a good shaking.  And I really didn't care what
happened to him, or what happened to the land.

>    And Mordant's Need was stellar. Not only was the Imagery idea well
> done, the entire story was stronger and better set than the prior
> series both of which I liked.

Well, I liked "The Mirror of her Dreams" better than I liked T. Covenant
but, that's not saying a great deal.  Again, I wanted to give the heroine a
good shaking, she was such a twit!  I did like the idea that magic worked
using mirrors and I was disappointed that he didn't explore that more fully
(though I'm told he does go into it more in the second book?)

So there you go.  One man's meat is another man's poison and all that.  I
don't like Donaldson, and I don't like Tolkien.  And yes, I am a fantasy
fan.  Just not that kind of fantasy.

Dorian

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 12:57:27 GMT
From: gwills@maths.tcd.ie (Graham Wills)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>The only thing I had about his series was that in all three book sets, one
>thought stayed at the back of my mind: the villains were DAMNED lucky that
>the people who came in from our world had almost no imagination. If they
>had, all three series would have been a HELL of a lot shorter (but
>admittedly less interesting...)

Hmm. Certainly for Covenant, I think that his lack of imagination was a
blessing rather than a burden. If he could have imagined the complete and
utter corruption that his failure (to deal with Foul in Ridjeck Thome)
would have wrought, I think it would have lead him to feel that there was a
better way.  To stop Foul pulling down the arch of time and to stop him
making the kind of _Wounded_Land_ that Foul was capable of, maybe it would
be better to, umm, well not *desecrate* it; more sort of cut it out -
cleanse the tissue before it gets infected. Stop Foul using it. Perform an
all- encompassing Cammora on it. Trell imagined Foul using Revelstone, and
his answer was clear- better desecration than pervertion!

That's why his leprosy was necessary. So he wouldn't feel the depth of the
land's need for him. So he could bear failure and so not fail.

Graham Wills
TCD. Ireland
gwills@maths.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 17:15:51 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Donaldson and imagination

gwills@maths.tcd.ie (Graham Wills) writes:
>resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>>   The only thing I had about his series was that in all three book sets,
>>one thought stayed at the back of my mind: the villains were DAMNED lucky
>>that the people who came in from our world had almost no imagination. If
>>they had, all three series would have been
>
>Hmm. Certainly for Covenant, I think that his lack of imagination was a
>blessing rather than a burden. If he could have imagined the complete and

   We're talking about different things here. Your reply implicitly assumes
that Covenant would have had to follow the same path as he did, or perform
a Desecration, one or the other. I contend that WITH imagination, someone
from our world could have wrecked the plans of Foul in the Covenant
sequence or the plans of Eremis in the Mordant's Need bilogy in jig time,
by NOT doing any of the rather pedestrian things that the people in
question (Covenant, Hile Troy, Terisa, Linden Avery) did in their
respective books. Rather, they would have taken full advantage of their
position as X-factors and thrown the entire power structure for a loop.
Fortunately for both the villains and the length of the books, they did not
do these things.

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 19:49:46 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Donaldson and imagination

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
> gwills@maths.tcd.ie (Graham Wills) writes:
>> resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>>>   The only thing I had about his series was that in all three book
>>>sets, one thought stayed at the back of my mind: the villains were
>>>DAMNED lucky that the people who came in from our world had almost no
>>>imagination. If they had, all three series would have been
>
>>Hmm. Certainly for Covenant, I think that his lack of imagination was a
>>blessing rather than a burden. If he could have imagined the complete and
>
>   We're talking about different things here. Your reply implicitly
>assumes that Covenant would have had to follow the same path as he did, or
>perform a Desecration, one or the other. I contend that WITH imagination,
>someone from our world could have wrecked the plans of Foul in the
>Covenant sequence or the plans of Eremis in the Mordant's Need bilogy in
>jig time, by NOT doing any of the rather pedestrian things that the people
>in question (Covenant, Hile Troy, Terisa, Linden Avery) did in their
>respective books. Rather, they would have taken full advantage of their
>position as X-factors and thrown the entire power structure for a loop.
>Fortunately for both the villains and the length of the books, they did
>not do these things.

I think that you are all missing a crucial element in those books.  The
problems of the central characters were key elements to the powers they
possessed.  Covenant wouldn't have been chosen by the creator he didn't
have the capacity for unbelief.  He would have been useless if he was a
well-adjusted human because Foul crafted his plans so carefully.
Covenant's character flaws WERE his X-factor.  I even have a personal
theory that it was the same character flaws that gave him the power of wild
magic.  The ring didn't contain the magic, it was only a symbol of the
person who wielded it.  As for Terisa, her obsession with mirrors (caused
by her less-than-normal ego) was what gave her the affinity with imaging
that others lacked.  Once again, this is a private theory.

All of this, however, is incidental.  What I enjoy most about Donaldson's
writing is that the stories always exist on many levels.  There is always a
personal problem that the central character must overcome.  There is always
a cast of fascinating characters with whom to interact.  There is always
evil wearing a new face attacking us (as well as the characters) on all
fronts.  All of these elements, and more, blend seamlessly into a
captivating story that challenges our minds to reconsider our concepts of
good and evil.

Il Hwan Oh
University of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 19:12:26 GMT
From: 9029699@ul.ie (Dark Elf)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson

8718288@ul.ie writes:
> As far as I'm concerned, Donaldson is average to boring.  I read the
> first book of Thomas Covenant because several of my friends kept telling
> me to and if it hadn't been for the fact that I'd promised them I'd read
> it all, I'd have given up halfway through.  T. Covenant was a real pain
> in the neck.  All through the book I just wanted to pick him up by the
> scruff of his neck and give him a good shaking.  And I really didn't care
> what happened to him, or what happened to the land.

The main point of T. Convenant was that he was a pathetic individual that
no one liked. His character inspire pity because of the way he was treated
by the community, he was not designed to be liked. Donaldson was departing
from the norm by having a character that was not instantly likeable.

>>And Mordant's Need was stellar. Not only was the imagery idea well done,
>>the entire story was stronger and better set than the prior series both
>>of which I liked.
>
> Well, I liked "The Mirror of her Dreams" better than I liked T. Covenant
>but, that's not saying a great deal.  Again, I wanted to give the heroine
>a good shaking, she was such a twit!  I did like the idea that magic
>worked using mirrors and I was disappointed that he didn't explore that
>more fully (though i'm told he does go into it more in the second book?)

The heroine in Mordant's Need had been affected by a bad childhood. She had
a weak personality and lived in a dreamworld. During the course of the book
her character developed and became more sure of herself. You would want to
read the second book as the mirrors are explained more and you get alot of
examples of there uses.

On aside note, does anyone know when Donaldson's new book is going to be
released in paperback in Europe.

9029699@ul.ie

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 22:56:31 GMT
From: ian@cambridge.oracorp.com (Ian Sutherland)
Subject: M.A. Foster (Was: More Evolved Humans)

While we're on the subject: it seems a very long time since I last saw a
new book by M.A. Foster.  Does anyone know whether there will be any any
time soon?

Ian Sutherland
ian@cambridge.oracorp.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 06:12:40 GMT
From: ijameson@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Iain Jameson)
Subject: Name this story (Was : Knight Rider 2000)

I'm afraid I have never heard of this program, but it reminds me of a story
I read many, many years ago.

There were two main plots. The first had a poet sentenced to suspended
animation for writing antisocial/pacifist poetry. When he wakes up, all
life was dead.

The second plot happened after this. The world was at war against a
dictator. He loses and decides to hide underground in suspended animation
for a couple of centuries. Something goes wrong and he to wakes up in the
far future.

Cannot remember any more of the story. I would appreciate it if someone
knows the story.

Iain

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Jacobson (2 msgs) & Kurtz (5 msgs) &
                       Lindsay & May & McCaffrey & Pohl & 
                       Reeves & Smith & Tubb & Wolverton & 
                       Wurts

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 13:27:43 GMT
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: GOJIRO: mainstream or science fiction?

Has anyone out there in netland read _Gojiro_, by Mark Jacobson?  Looking
at the plot summary, it SEEMS like SF (lizard-turned-giant-mutant-by-US-
atomic-tests-befriends-comatose-child-survivor-of-Hiroshima), but the cover
blurbs emphasize the relationships and pop culture references.  Can someone
offer an opinion of this book?  Is it SF?  If so, has it successfully
bridged the gap between SF and mainstream fiction?  I plan to buy it,
whatever genre it happens to fall into.  I just have to find out which set
of preconceived notions I should toss out before starting...

Curt Wiederhoeft

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 05:28:12 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: GOJIRO: mainstream or science fiction?

   You know, I've seen this book. It looks really interesting. But I am
never, never going to read it until I know whether the title is deliberate,
or just a stupid mistake.

   The monster who starred in about a dozen Japanese movies has the name
"Gojira". With an "a". Having five or six of those "o"s staring at me off
of each page is just too much for my nitpicking nature to bear.

   Just wanted to get that off my chest...(and if anyone knows the answer
for sure, email please)

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 21:24:11 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Subject: Help Wanted:  K. Kurtz's "Adsum Domine"

In Katherine Kurtz's novel _Camber the Heretic_ and short story "Healer's
Song," the text of a hymn or prayer called the "Adsum Domine" from its
first line appears.  I have been given to understand that there really is a
Latin hymn/prayer by that title, and am interested in discovering it so as
to compare the two (and see whether Kurtz fiddled with it any! :-) ) Can
anyone out there provide me with a copy of said text, or point me toward a
place where I might find it?  All clues gratefully accepted.

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 15:41:08 GMT
From: dcook@spam.ua.oz (David Cook)
Subject: Katherine Kurtz's latest


   Hi all,
I am wondering whether Katherine Kurtz has written any sequels to the
"Histories of King Kelson" trilogy. I didn't particularly like the ending,
and there were lots of loose threads anyway.
   At the moment, the latest Kurtz books in Australia are "The Harrowing of
Gwynedd" (Heirs of St. Camber, book 1) and "Deryni Arcana" (doesn't seem to
belong to a trilogy).  (No spoilers please - just titles, if they exist)

David T Cook
dcook@spam.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 17:22:54 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz's latest

> I am wondering whether Katherine Kurtz has written any sequels to the
> "Histories of King Kelson" trilogy. I didn't particularly like the
> ending, and there were lots of loose threads anyway.
>
> At the moment, the latest Kurtz books in Australia are "The Harrowing of
> Gwynedd" (Heirs of St. Camber, book 1) and "Deryni Arcana" (doesn't seem
> to belong to a trilogy).  (No spoilers please - just titles, if they
> exist)

K. Kurtz's latest book is _The Adept_ which she co-authored with someone
else whose name escapes me.  This is not a Deryni novel at all, but takes
place in modern day England.  It's a good story although slightly
unsatisfying in terms of character development.

Not counting _Deryni Magic_ (Deryni Arcana?) which is kind of a handbook,
_The Harrowing of Gwynedd_ was her last Deryni novel.  I *think* the next
set of books in the Childe Morgan trilogy, which promises to be very
interesting.  At the rate she turns out books, though, who knows when that
will happen.

The only other thing I've heard about hers is a story that's supposed to
take place during the American Revolution, kind of along the vein of
_Lammas Night_.  I've been hearing about this for a while, but as far as I
know has not been published yet.

Anyone else have more information????

Hope this helps.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 19:40:42 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz's latest

I've heard whispers of a book possibly called _King Javan's Year_ that is
supposed to follow shortly after _The Harrowing of Gwynnedd_.  It seems
fairly obvious what it is going to be about, at least for anyone who has
read all of the Camber books.  Also, anyone who has noticed the family
trees in the back of the books has probably realized that Kurtz has got
some very specific deaths in mind for most of her characters, and that some
of them will be taking place during the next 3 years chronology-wise in the
books.

Kerovan

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 01:08:09 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz's latest

The latest directly from Katherine (I saw her in January)

She is working on the next book in the seond Camber trilogy, working title
is King Javan's Year.  She will be doing a fourth book in the Kelson
series, fan/fun title Kelson Takes a Bride.

Katherine's also working on a series with Deborah Turner Harris, the first
book, which is out, is titled The Adept and takes place in modern Scotland.
She is also working on a book set during the American Revolution that is a
lot like Lammas Night, which was set during World War II.

Javan's Year will be the next one released and she was hoping for sometime
this year, but wasn't too sure on that.

Deryni Arcana (mine's titled Deyni Grimoire) was just a Deryni-fix book for
us fans that detailed some of the magic rituals done by her characters and
a few short stories.  It was not meant to be placed in the Gwynedd
time-line.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 00:32:23 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: David Lindsay question

loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu writes:
>David Lindsay was the author of the novel _A Voyage To Arcturus_ (1920),
>an SF/Fantasy novel that was also an example of the use of the science-
>fictional form to present theological/philosophical/spiritual ideas
>
>One day in a bookstore I browsed through a book of the best-SF-novels-of-
>all-time sort.  It had not only _Voyage To Arcturus_ listed as the entry
>for 1920 but also a second Lindsay novel as the entry for 1922

   Lindsay's second novel was _The Haunted Woman_, followed by _Sphinx_.
These first three, I have been able to find (_Sphinx_ in hardbound
published by Carroll and Graf Publishers, Inc.  New York, 1988).  His
writing style is such that one keeps recalling scenes, seeking new
insights.  I have found that it helps a LOT to discuss the work at length
with a friend (reminds me of a movie, _El Topo_, in this regard).
   _The Strange Genius of David Lindsay_ by Visiak, Pick, and Colin Wilson,
and _The Life and Works of David Lindsay_ by Bernard Sellin (translated by
K. Gunnell), are mentioned in the forward to _Sphinx_, and might be worth
looking for.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 14:12:31 GMT
From: pws@castle.ed.ac.uk (P W Stephenson)
Subject: Re: Julian May *spoiler*

8718288@ul.ie writes:
>Come to think of it, I believe the first book of the trilogy is to be
>called "Jack the Bodiless", so I imagine most of it will be about Jack.
>I wish I could remember all the titles, and the sequence. One of them is
>to be about Illusio diamond mask, I think. Anyone know anything more
>concrete?

She does say somewhere (A Pleistocene Companion? Intervention? Both?) that
the three books are "Jack the Bodiless", "Diamond Mask" and "Magnificat",
in that order.  

Peter Stephenson
DAMTP, Univ of Liverpool
PO BOX 147, Liverpool
L69 3BX, UK
pws@uk.ac.liv.amtp.s-a
PW5@UK.AC.LIV
PWS@UKACRL
pws@uk.ac.ed.castle

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 08:43:42 GMT
From: harwoodm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Malcolm J. Harwood)
Subject: Re: Pern Series (quite long - With Pernese Dates)

>>Ok, so the correct order for McCaffrey's Dragonriders of Pern series
>>(that is, the order that the events take place in, not when the books
>>were published) is:
>>
>>   Dragonsdawn
>>   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern
>>   Dragonflight
>>   Dragonquest
>>   The White Dragon
>>   Dragonsong
>>   Dragonsinger
>>   Dragondrums
>>   The Renegades of Pern
>
>The first two are in the right order.  
>   The Renegades of Pern - would be next spanning the entire rest of the 
>      series
>   Dragonflight
>   Dragonsong
>   Dragonquest
>   Dragonsinger
>   The White Dragon - starts here but goes beyond everything after it
>   Dragondrums
>
>The Harper-Hall trilogy takes place at the same time as some of the other
>books and it is difficult to say which one takes place first.
>
>This is the order that I think they happen.

I spent last night going through all the books (except 'flight as I've lent
it to someone).  Some of the dates are a bit dodgy as more than one
reference is given, and some don't agree with each other, but here goes
anyway:

L = Years after landing (Landing was around 20.02.01)
PP = Present Pass, dated from year of first fall of the pass

                From            To             Copyrighted 
                                               (easiest way to tell
1st Pass                                        when it was written)
DragonsDawn    18.02.01 L     07.05.09L             1988
6th Pass
Moreta         10.03.43 PP    23.04.43 PP           1982
                   1541 L 
Nerilka        11.03.43 PP    23.04.43 PP           1986
               2st & last Chapters : 11.3.1553 L
9th Pass
DragonFlight   2405 L (-3 PP)       01 PP           (Don't know, yet)
DragonQuest    Spring 8 PP    Spring 8 or 11 PP     1971  (see note)
White Dragon   Autumn 12 PP   21.10.15 PP           1978
DragonSong     Autumn 10PP    Spring 11 PP          1976
DragonSinger   Spring 11 (the week either side of F'nor's flight to the red
   star) 
DragonDrums    13 or 14 th Turn PP - no dates       1979
Renegades      04.03.01       17 PP                 1989
               1st chapter covers 5(ish) years before Pass
Smallest Dragon Boy - probably 15 or 16 PP, forgot to check

Note: DragonQuest and the Harper Hall series have no dates in them (used
dated events in other books to work them out)
   The Dates for 'Quest are questionable as Jaxom impressed in spring 11
PP, according to The White Dragon. However quest starts 7 years after the
Oldtimers came forward (stated in intro.) but only appears to cover a
period of a few weeks, at the end of which Jaxom impresses.

The following dates are listed in the back of Moreta:
First Fall     58 L  1st Pass   (disaggrees with 'Dawn)
              258 L  2nd
              508    3rd
              758
             1208
             1458
Moreta's Ride 1541 (This is obviously wrong as this was during the pass)
             1758
             2008
Lessa Impresses 2405
             2408    9th

So you can make your own mind up whether to read them in the order they
were written or their chronological order.

IMHO the best order is
   Riders Series (flight, quest, white dragon)
   Harper Hall series
   Moreta
   Nerilka
   Renegades

Dawn - any time after the Harper Hall
Smallest Dragon Boy - any time at all, but before Renegades.

Hope this clears (at least some) things up

Malcolm

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 02:23:00 GMT
From: DVWOODALL@mickey.tayloru.edu
Subject: _The_Singers_of_time_

Hi,

I just finished _The_Singers_of_Time_ by Frederik Pohl and Jack Williamson.

I enjoyed the book.  Even with the emphasis on quantum physics, it was a
"light" read.

One point of interest (no major spoilers): To travel at the speed of light,
every particle of the ship (and contents, including people) are transformed
to waves.  Of course, you can't steer while in "wave drive."

Has anyone else read this?

David Woodall
Taylor University
DVWOODAL@TAYLORU.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 14:30:07 GMT
From: clarkej@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Jon Clarke)
Subject: The Shattered World

Has anyone read The Shattered World by Michael Reeves ( I think ) ?  What
do you think of it ?

Has this author written anything else ?

Jon Clarke

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 01:12:58 GMT
From: todd@dino.qci.bioch.bcm.tmc.edu (The Toddster)
Subject: Re: lensmen

I've been waiting to see a reference to Doc Smith's _Subspace_Explorers_
(or its apparent sequel _Subspace_Encounter_).  I found this book many
years after I became a Doc Smith fan but have never been able to find the
sequel.

In general it's more political than Doc's other works but it has many of
his usual devices: mental powers, Next-Evolutionary-Step Men (and Women),
and swashbuckling action.

I would appreciate any historical data on the origins of this book from a
Doc-wise netter and I apologize if I have missed any references to it
earlier in the thread.

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 22:09:37 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: E C Tubb

   Several days ago someone here was saying good things about E.C. Tubb.
There are several of his books in my local used bookstore. What titles do
you recommend?

Bill Johnston
wfj101@@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 15:06:18 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: Re: Wolverton's "Paradise"

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>   Has anyone read Dave Wolverton's _On My Way to Paradise_?  The book got
>RAVE reviews from among others, Orson Scott Card, who said, "Hugo and
>Nebulas winners have paled beside this book.." and " Many of us who write
>Science Fiction would be honored to have this as the culmination of a
>career, not the beginning of one" or something along those lines.

I read and rate a lot of science fiction during the year, and at the end of
each year pass out my reading list to friends.  OMWTP was the only 5 star
book I read in '90 (which was a VERY slow year, there were only 36 books on
my list, but I was in school).  Looking back at my comments I find my
"blurb" as follows:

   A combination of cyberpunk and Spanish fatalism.  After killing a
   government agent, a genetic engineer takes a passage on a space ship
   as a mercenary to try and escape from a corrupt government's manhunt.
   As revolutionary as Gibson!  Best book of the year!

Admittedly I was somewhat high on the book at the time I wrote that.

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
>WARNING; the one thing that really irked me about the book was the Piers
>Anthony style epilogue at the end. If you like PA epilogues, then fine,
>but if you DON'T like them, DON'T READ THE EPILOGUE. In it Wolverton comes
>across as an arrogant bastard of almost Maddoxian proportions!

I am one who likes to "know" the author a little.  I read Asimov
anthologies of his stories just for the intros (God knows they never have
any new material in them!)  As for the "arrogant bastard" accusation, his
ego doesn't come close to mine, and I really didn't think it bad at all.
It was interesting to see how he had spent his life, and how each part of
that was somehow represented in the telling.  I also liked the "preview" of
the next book...

agapow@latcs1.lat.oz.au (Paul-Michael Agapow) writes:
>  I picked up Wolverton's next book "Serpent Catch" to find *it's a
>  prehistoric quest novel*! Arghhh!!! *It has a map in the front!*
>  ARgghhh!!!!

I didn't know this was out yet!  Prehistoric doesn't necessarily damn it
(Harrison's Eden is a case in point), but you're right that it doesn't
encourage me to read it.  Let us know what you think of it!

Gary Warner
Samford University Computer Services

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 04:40:10 GMT
From: maxdemon@wam.umd.edu (Sun Tzu   (John M) )
Subject: Janny Wurts

   Recently I've read books by Janny Wurts and Raymond E. Feist (Daughter
of the Empire) and I was interested in other books written by Janny Wurts.
I've read Sorcerer's Legacy and enjoyed it very much. I was wondering if
anyone knows if she has written any other novels. I have heard mention
about a series?  called Cycle of Fire, but have been able to find any of
these books.

Thanks in advance!

John M.
University of Merryland
maxdemon@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Zahn (2 msgs) & Zelazny (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 00:12:15 GMT
From: noe@sunc6.cs.uiuc.edu (Roger Noe)
Subject: Re: Heir to the Empire.

eeh@Dixie.Com (Ed Howland) writes:
>I personally enjoyed this book. It felt very 'true' to the Star Wars
>universe, probably because, as the jacket explains, this was written with
>permission of George Lucas and co. Hence it probably follows the story
>lines outlined by him. My feeling is that George wanted to get the story
>told, and lacking the film budget to do it (not to mention the cast, which
>has aged much beyond the scope of the story), he authorized a series of
>three books to complete the tail (episodes 7, 8 and 9 presumably).

I spoke with Timothy Zahn about his book "Heir to the Empire" and its
planned successors.  I also spoke with his publisher's representative.

True, Zahn did have the consent of Lucasfilm, Ltd. to write this book.
(Since "Star Wars" and the characters are all trademarks, he could not have
written such a book without this consent.)  But the story lines in "Heir to
the Empire" are all of Zahn's creation and not at all derivative of
anything Lucas has outlined, except perhaps by chance.

Zahn's three books (the second one will come out next year) begin 5 years
after the end of "Return of the Jedi" and include the familiar characters
from the "Star Wars" movies.  Zahn said the only significant restriction
placed on him for his stories was that he could not include a history of
the Clone wars, despite having worked out a timeline for them.  Episodes 7,
8, and 9 of the Star Wars saga, if and when Lucas gets around to making
them, supposedly are to be set a generation after "Return of the Jedi".
Thus Zahn's books chronologically fall in between episodes 6 and 7.

George Lucas has publicly announced his intention to resume telling the
Star Wars saga, somewhere in the 1996-1998 time frame.  This was confirmed
to me by both Zahn and his publisher's rep.  He has no difficulties
whatsoever in assembling the required budget or finding the right cast.
I'm not certain, but I believe he'll begin with episodes 1, 2, 3 next - the
(old) Republic, the Clone wars, and the fall of the Republic to the Empire.
If there are any characters in common with the Star Wars we know, these
would probably be a young Obi-Wan Kenobi, a young Anakin Skywalker, a young
Yoda, a young Emperor, and (who knows?) perhaps infants Luke and Leia
toward the end.  I think the separation in time between episodes 3 and 4 is
to be about like that between episodes 6 and 7, i.e. a generation.
Completely different cast for each trilogy.

Even if Lucas comes out with episode 1 in 1997 and another movie every
third year thereafter, it will be 2012 before the saga is completely told,
a span of 35 years.  Lucas is what, in his mid-40's now?  He'll be in his
late 60's before he's finished with Star Wars, given this hypothetical
production schedule.  Talk about stretching out your work!  ;-)

Roger Noe
Department of Computer Science       
University of Illinois
Urbana, IL  61801  USA
roger-noe@uiuc.edu
noe@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 20:04:19 GMT
From: eeh@dixie.com (Ed Howland)
Subject: Heir to the Empire.

   I personally enjoyed this book. It felt very 'true' to the Star Wars
universe, probably because, as the jacket explains, this was written with
permission of George Lucas and co. Hence it probably follows the story
lines outlined by him. My feeling is that George wanted to get the story
told, and lacking the film budget to do it (not to mention the cast, which
has aged much beyond the scope of the story), he authorized a series of
three books to complete the tail (episodes 7, 8 and 9 presumably). Will
they all be written by Mr. Zahn? Hopefully, as he has performed remarkably
here.

   The action takes place about 5 years after the battle of Endor and the
destruction of the Emperor and his 2nd Death Star. The remnants of the
fleet have been pushed back to less than 1/4 of the territory they
occupied. Han and Leia have married and are expecting twins (predicatably
strong in the Force.)  Luke is a full Jedi Knight and is training his
sister in the ways of the Jedi.  Ben makes an appearance, and R2-D2, C-3PO,
Chewbacca and Lando are all on hand to help out. The Rebel alliance (now
called the New Republic) have set up shop on the former home world of the
empire. Together they all face renewed threats from an Imperial Admiral of
surprising military genius and a new (or previously, unknown) Dark Jedi
Master. What happens? - Read the Book.

   Note: the above can be gleaned from the jacket and catalog writeups so
they don't count as spoilers.

   My only question is when are we going the learn what happened in
Episodes 1-3. One source is that more movies are going to be made about
this. We do learn quite a bit about pre-Imperial history, the Clone-Wars
and such in "HTTE", but not enough.

Ed Howland
eeh@dixie.com
..[uunet,emory]!rsiatl!eeh

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 03:58:08 GMT
From: dweingar@csserv2.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
(talking about my opinion that Zelazny didn't end "Dream Master" -DW)
>   The psychiatrist was driven insane by his student. I guess you could
>say that the book's not over because we don't know whether he can be cured
>or not, but does that matter to the story? That the main character lost is
>what matters, not whether he will live to try it again. Attachment to
>what happens to characters, at the expense of the point of the story, is
>what causes empty sequels. People certainly have a right to read books
>like these, but I'd rather the author end the book when the story is over,
>not the character.

My basic opinion came from my belief that Zelazny took the story to a point
and left it hanging.  Of course, we don't really _know_ that our favorite
analyst went off the deep end (although it does seem pretty conclusive).

In any case, I tend to get attached to the character in a story, IF I CAN,
because that makes the story come alive, as it were.  If I can't attach
myself to at least one character, the the story tends to bore me to tears
and I'll force myself to finish it if I don't have something else to do
instead.  (A good example of this, to diverge momentarily, is Walter Jon
William's _Hardwired_, which I HATED).

But again, IMHO, I don't think RZ ended the story there, he just stopped
it where it was and said, "Okay.  I'm done now!"

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 13:48:51 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

I'm startled to read that some people don't think Zelazny's story "The
Dream Master" has an ending. It clearly has a rather well-crafted one.

Mike Godwin
(617) 864-0665  
EFF, Cambridge, MA
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 01:43:29 GMT
From: rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu (Rebekah J. Jensen (Becky))
Subject: Unknown Zelazny (was Zelazny book list)

I have a Roger Zelanzy book entitled _When the Pussywillows Last in the
Catyard Bloomed_ which is a 40 page book of poetry.  Is it possible that
this and _To Spin Is Miracle Cat_ are the same book?

Becky Jensen
Harvey Mudd College
rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu
!uunet!jarthur!rjensen

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 03:33:01 GMT
From: sebree@ondine.eng.sun.com (Michael Sebree [OS Technology])
Subject: Re: Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin) writes:
>I'm startled to read that some people don't think Zelazny's story "The
>Dream Master" has an ending. It clearly has a rather well-crafted one.

Quite right, Mike. I've sent e-mail to a few people about this issue. From
conversation with others about the source of their confusion, it is clear
that some people didn't pick up on the info Zelazny's placed in the story
about the death of Render's wife and daughter, and the long-term impact it
had on Render's psyche.

One could launch into a screed on the necessity to read more carefully.
However, since I'm in a charitable mood, I'll simply point out that *much*
(but not all) traditional science fiction is very simple when it comes to
character motivation and psychology.  This is not the best training for
reading a lot of modern literature.  Consequently, "traditional" science
fiction readers *may* be unprepared for the touch of indirectness in "He
Who Shapes"/_The Dream Master_.

(I wonder about the reaction of such readers when encountering a non-sf
work such as, say, "Death in Venice" by Mann?)

(A semi-spoiler _The Dream Master_ follows for the perplexed.)

Zelazny's once described "He Who Shapes" as a story of "...a great man with
a flaw." Although this doesn't tell the whole story, it is a useful
starting point for readers that are confused.

As for the flaw, a hint: Note the quotation from Dostoyevsky's _The
Brothers Karamazov_ that Render and Eileen Shallot provided near the end of
the book.

Michael Sebr'ee
sebree@ondine.Eng.Sun.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 20:25:45 GMT
From: rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu (Rebekah J. Jensen (Becky))
Subject: Unknown Zelazny

Tom Hyer of SLACVM.SLAC.STANFORD.EDU asked:
>  I posted recently asking about a volume of Zelazny poetry whose title I
>had forgotten.  This is it.  Maybe Becky could check the titles of the
>poems included to see if any could give a clue about whether this is also
>_TSIMC_.

The first several poems of _When The PussyWillows Last in the Catyard
Bloomed and Other Poems_ are the title poem, "Braxa", "Brahman Trimurti",
and "Thoughts of the Jupiterian Frantifier Fish".  It was published in 1980
by Waratah Press (An Australian Publisher).  I wouldn't, however, hope to
be able to pick up this book anywhere.  It was a rather limited printing
and I had to find my copy through a rare book dealer.  If _To Spin Is
Miracle Cat_ is just another printing, cool, but if not, somebody PLEASE
tell me were to find it!  I'm a Zelazny fanatic!  :)

Becky Jensen
Harvey Mudd College
rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu
!uunet!jarthur!rjensen

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 18:22:58 GMT
From: clark@sbgrad7.cs.sunysb.edu (Clark Hobbie)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

dweingar@csserv2.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston) writes:
>(talking about my opinion that Zelazny didn't end "Dream Master" -DW)
>
>>   The psychiatrist was driven insane by his student. I guess you could
>>say that the book's not over because we don't know whether he can be
>>cured or not, but does that matter to the story? That the main character
>>lost is what matters , not whether he will live to try it again.
>>Attachment to what happens to characters, at the expense of the point of
>>the story, is what causes empty sequels. People certainly have a right to
>>read books like these, but I'd rather the author end the book when the
>>story is over, not the character.
>
>My basic opinion came from my belief that Zelazny took the story to a
>point and left it hanging.  Of course, we don't really _know_ that our
>favorite analyst went off the deep end (although it does seem pretty
>conclusive).

   But we *do* know that Render went "ga ga over the landscape" since in
the midst of the ending there is a very short conversation between the
senator that he cured at the beginning (the one who wanted to be
assassinated) and some secretary or caretaker.  The senator comes back to
thank Render and is turned away because Render is too far gone to talk to
*anyone.* I remember that he (the senator) is told that "maybe in a year or
two" Render might be in shape to talk to people...

   Furthermore, the whole Theseus bit at the end, with the thing about the
sail being black or white was concocted by Render's old mentor, who we meet
when Render is skiing in Europe, to try and bring Render out of his fantasy
(a la "Total Recall").  Actually, I am not sure who the other Shaper is,
but it would make sense if it was his old teacher.

>But again, IMHO, I don't think RZ ended the story there, he just stopped
>it where it was and said, "Okay.  I'm done now!"

   Zelazny said that "He who shapes" is a story about a man with a (fatal?)
flaw.  I feel that, as some other person on the net said, Render's "flaw"
is his inability to deal with his wife's death.  This is manefested by his
overprotectiveness towards his son, his relationships with women he really
does not respect, and his inability to turn down whats-her-name w.r.t.
teaching her how to see; even though he is told by his old mentor that she
has *already* fried someone else's brains attempting the same thing.
Prehaps Render would rather go crazy than admit that he is helping
whats-her-name because he is attracted to her.  Maybe Render is secretly
suffering from a death wish that a large portion of America's population
seems to be suffering from (remember the guy who tries to walk accross the
automated roadway and gets run over, and the other person in Render's
office building who jumps out a window?)

   At any rate, the story is *definitely* over from the perspective that
Render demonstrates his flaw by not turning whats-her-name away and pays
for it with his sanity.  While we could go on with a soap opera like ending
where we find out how long it takes him to recover, and/or what happens to
whats-her-name, this really would not have added anything to Zelazny's
central theme.

   One of the things that I like about Zelazny is his terse, economic style
(more in his earlier work than his later stuff).  Where other authors will
leave NO DOUBT WHATSOEVER as to what is going on, by having countless
scenes and explainations, creating monstrous 300-500 page books, Zelazny
seems to keep things down to the bare minimum.

Clark Hobbie

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 19:23:49 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: Roger Zelazny :Book List!

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:

>All this talk about Zelazny has reminded me about my favorite Zelazny
>books: _The_Changeling_ and _Madwand_.  The end of _Madwand_ read like
>there should be another book (at least) after it.  However, Zelazny never
>followed up on it.  I've now given up hope for a sequel.  I don't suppose
>anyone has any rumors that might rekindle my hope, would you?

I liked the books too.  Almost everyone else I've talked to has condemned
them, though.

I read somewhere that the sequel is supposed to be Deathmask.  And based on
the deathmask taken of Pol right after he died. (I believe it's mentioned
in Madwand).

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 07:12:11 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Roger Zelazny :Book List!

wscart01@ulkyvx.bitnet writes:
>There is a question about _To Spin Is Miracle_ and _Deus Irae_. I have
>NEVER seen either book, held one, or heard of someone with a copy and yet
>I had a referance to them by a relible source that they exist. _TSIM_ was
>referanced by a publisher's list to be publish at the time of _Frost and
>Fire_. _Deus Irae_ was mentioned by a CON seller as to exist. If anyone
>has information regarding them, or where I could buy them, let me know.

Both certainly do exist, as I have a copy of each.

The title of the first is TO SPIN IS MIRACLE CAT. It was published in 1981
by a small press outfit, Underwood-Miller, in two hardcover editions, a a
signed/numbered edition (ISBN 0-934438-49-8) for $30 and a trade edition
(ISBN 0-934438-50-1) for $9.95. It's a poetry collection, which, to answer
someone else's question, has absolutely no overlap with WHEN PUSSYWILLOWS
LAST IN CATYARD BLOOMED.

DEUS IRAE was published in 1976 by Doubleday and reprinted in paperback by
Dell a year later. An interesting note about it that appeared in a Roger
Zelazny bibliography, AMBER DREAMS:

   It has been stated in print that Zelazny contributed
   only the ending of this book. Such is not the case.
   Conversations by the compiler [Daniel Levack] with both
   Philip K. Dick and Roger Zelazny indicate that Phil
   started the book but got "bogged down". Roger continued
   it and wrote most of the middle. Phil then finished it,
   writing the last scenes.

The aforementioned bibliography is worth hunting down, even though it's at
this point eight years out of date. It's:

   AMBER DREAMS: A ROGER ZELAZNY BIBLIOGRAPHY
   Compiled by Daniel J H Levack
   Underwood-Miller, 1983, 0-934438-39-0 (paper, 1000 copies)
                           0-934438-40-4 (cloth, 500 copies)

Levack is one of *the* best bibliographers in the field. He and U-M have
also published (in the early 80's, so the same caveat about outdatedness
holds) bibliographies of Vance, Dick, and de Camp.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian
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Date: 23 May 91 00:41:24 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
(re complaints of male-bashing in _Gossamer Axe_)
>Oh boy, have you opened a can of worms.  I have been involved in not a few
>scraps over this issue in the past few years, as this trend has continued.
>Baudino is not the only one perpetrating this nastiness on the reader;
>there are dozens of authors (most of them, but not all women) who are
>doing exactly the same thing -
>
>   Marion Zimmer Bradley (spec. The Shattered Chain)
>   Margaret Atwood (HandMaid's Tale)
>   Suzette Haden Elgin (Native Tongue, Judas Rose)
>
>to name three biggies.

>There are still plenty of men out there writing Slud the Barbarian tales,
>where the 'wenches' get hauled off by the hair into a nearby cave to
>service Sluds great masculine tool, but as you point out, these are
>inexcusable as well, and not a justification for a backlash.
>
>I think the operating principle here is the backlash - history is full of
>them.  There is an underlying assumption in North American Society today
>that those members of a past opressed minority should be allowed a good
>deal of leeway in their expression and behaviour - that they should be
>allowed to have a few kicks in of their own.

This depends on who you are and where you are.  There's a great deal of
backlash against feminism, too.  I don't feel a great deal of leeway in my
expression and behavior.  I'm always getting attacked for daring to
identify myself as a feminist, even when I explain that I don't hate men
and I don't favor censorship.

>What really burns me is that when male sf/f writers behave this way,
>everyone automatically puts them in the same category with Norman, Offut
>et al. The women authors who pull it off today are betimes critically
>acclaimed, and woe betide you if you speak about the men-bashing as a
>flaw...

It's very easy to assume that those who express views contrary to yours
never get bashed for it the way you do.  I've assumed the same myself.  But
it's not fair to do so.

Also, there are plenty of "great writers" who are incredibly misogynist;
it's not simply the hack writers who offend.  Someone on the net was
recently talking about Philip K. Dick's misogyny.  Now, I love PKD's work.
I think he was a brilliant writer, and an underappreciated one.  But his
work does contain misogynistic elements, and that bothers me.  There are
plenty of other examples of critically acclaimed and great writers of this
century, in science fiction and fantasy as well as "the mainstream," who
have been terrible misogynists.  Please note that I'm not saying that this
excuses misandry.  But I don't think that either misogyny or misandry
disqualifies something from being interesting and insightful writing.  That
doesn't mean I _like_ it, only that I appreciate it on some level.

BTW, you yourself seem to have fallen into the trap of assuming that all
misogynist writers are hack-like and bad.  Look at your paragraph on "Slud
the Barbarian tales."  You don't say that these are the only culprits as
far as anti-female writing goes, but that was what I thought you were
trying to say until I'd read farther.  Or maybe you meant that all bigoted
works, of any kind, are trash.  If so, I can't agree.  What's frightening
is well-written, insightful bigotry.

>Then there are authors who you would really like to forgive, and ignore
>the effect - like Atwood.  The HandMaid's Tale exploded on the literary
>scene, and people sprained backs putting their noses to the floor. In my
>opinion Atwood *almost* carries it off.  She really is an amazingly
>talented writer, and the book has a great deal of style and merit, but I
>can't help but remember the time I first read "Left Hand of Darkness",
>whenever I think of the Handmaid's Tale.
>
>Le Guin's great book set me more to thinking about sexism and sexist
>behaviour with a passion, and all HandMaid's Tale did was make me feel
>guilty to be a man.  While Atwood is a remarkable author, and HandMaid's
>Tale a powerful work, I couldn't help but conclude that Atwood made the
>largest error of all - she gave into bitterness, when she was obviously
>capable of creating something much more profound.

I'm a great admirer of Atwood's, but I think that _The Handmaid's Tale_ is
her weakest novel.  I had a lot of problems with it, some having to do with
the portrayal of men, especially the protagonist's husband, who actually
likes the power he has over her under the new regime, at least at first.
The thing is, almost none of the women characters are very admirable or
likeable either.  The aunts, the wives, the other handmaids; they're all
basically bitches.  The protagonist is frustratingly passive.  About the
only likeable character in the whole book is Moira.  I found the
protagonist insufferable.

I have other reasons for disliking this book, but they don't bear directly
on the discussion, so I won't go into them except to say that I don't think
the book is good science fiction because I don't think that it's good
extrapolation.  However, if you look at it as a part of the tradition of
dystopian fiction, it should be noted that this tradition is one of
exaggeration.  I don't feel like vigorously defending Atwood's vision, but
at the same time I don't think that the book's "misandry" should be taken
as her attempt to literally depict what men (or women) are like.

>Now let me say here that bitterness is ok.  Not that it should be
>advertised on the cover (Warning - this is a book about being bitter), but
>people should be aware that the purpose of the book is to express the
>frustration that meaningless oppression can instill in the oppressed.

Bitter?  I would say angry.  But I basically agree with you.

Have you read _The Female Man_, by Joanna Russ?  A very angry book.  I
hated it when I first read it, because I saw it as a justification of
hatred of men.  I don't think that's what it is.  It's a book about how
angry oppression can make you, the lengths to which it will drive you.
It's a book about being made to hate men.  It's fascinating.  It's
polemical.  Parts of it are beautifully written.  It's calculated to make
you angry, to make you question yourself.  It's not meant to be the final
word.

The thing about a lot of experimental feminist literature is that its point
is to test the limits.  Often it fails, but interestingly, usefully.  Books
don't have to be right or good to be important.  I don't have to agree with
writers' visions to find them interesting to think about.  I can hate a
book and tell you why for 45 minutes; that doesn't necessarily mean I don't
think it's worth reading.

What's not worth reading is mindless bigotry.  I hated _Native Tongue_ in
part because its misandry was not justified by any interesting insights.  I
wouldn't recommend it anymore than I would "Slud the Barbarian."  However,
you must admit that there's a lot more "Slud" out there; there's a whole
tradition of "Slud," some of which is written by women.  Misandry is not
okay, but I have a hard time getting bent out of shape by it because it's
such a drop in the bucket.

Let's see who gets flamed first.  :-)

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 08:03:04 GMT
From: RA04@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Rosemarie Arbur :: English :: x83322)
Subject: RE: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baud

Some reactions to Gossamer Axe, other allegedly "man-bashing" sf:

1.  When I read _Gossamer Axe_, I really wasn't aware of the negative
portrayals of men.  It seems to me now, on reflection, that the men being
unlikeable comes from the need for dramatic conflict - you have to have
negative characters to define the protagonist as positive but, that (using
the good girls / bad boys dichotomy) is probably the key to why the book
isn't better than it is.

2.  _Native Tongue_ is anti-patriarchal rather than anti-man (and _Judas
Rose_ gets carried away with the satire, true, but the scene with the nuns
"assisting" a woman in labor is worth the price of the book but, is that
anti-nuns?  I don't think so).  One of the things important about _NT_ is
the whole concept of encodings; remember Nazareth coming up with a word for
<when someone does not ask another person, when it's fairly obvious that
the other person needs to talk, how he/she is, feels, etc.>?  Until the
late 1960s there wasn't "male chauvinism," so what was a woman, or man, to
call the behavior/attitudes/etc. that we today use that label for?  This is
precisely what Betty Friedan in _The Feminine Mystique_ called "the problem
that has no name" - there's something wrong, but there are no words to
describe it, so if you're upset about it and someone says "What's wrong?"
or "What's bothering you?"  you simply can't put "it" into words.  The
"click" phenomenon (early 1970s) is another real-life encoding.  Ms.
Magazine made it popular, and once women had the _word_ "click," they could
at least identify the the sexist situation/behavior/attitude that made them
do a doubletake (e.g. assuming the woman in the English Department office
is not a professor but a secretary).  In "When It Changed," Joanna Russ
provides an encoding with a whole sentence: The men from Earth keep asking
the women on Whileaway "Where are your people?"  "Where are your people?"
and suddenly the reader realizes that these men are meaning "Where are your
MEN?" and the women characters are confused because in their culture that
word-for-human-beings always includes women.

3.  Come on, Marion Zimmer Bradley isn't man-bashing in _The Shattered
Chain_!  or, if she is, she's woman-bashing, too (Magda Lorne can't get
free of the influence of her FATHER, feels really sad when she takes the
Amazon Oath because "Lorne" is her father's name and she must forego it,
etc.).  Besides, that novel was published in 1976, when much of what it
deals with - gender issues, had not been dealt with before.

4.  Just to stir things up: what do people think about Connie Willis's
story, "All My Darling Daughters"?  When I first used it in a sf course
several years ago, the men in class were enraged and the women amused
(mostly at the men's reaction).  But this past semester, there was no "This
story is unfair to men" reaction at all.  (The story appears in Willis's
collection, _Fire Watch_, the Terry Carr anthology of that year, and in
this year's Orson Scott Card's anthology, _Future On Fire_.)

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 08:47:32 GMT
From: RA04@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Rosemarie Arbur :: English :: x83322)
Subject: RE: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baud

About Atwood's _Handmaid's Tale_. . .

The main character's husband isn't very likeable, but neither is Offred
herself: she has no use for her feminist mother (1970s style) and if she
had paid more attention to her mother, Offred and her world would not be in
the mess it is.  And then when Offred has this mad romantic passion for the
guy next door... The way she represents herself reminded me of some of John
Norman's women in the _Gor_ novels.  Offred doesn't quite say (a la Gor)
"take me, chain me," etc., but she lets herself get involved in a
potentially fatal relationship; why? I don't know except that the guy next
door was male and willing.

I think Joanna Russ put her finger on this novel's problem when she said
"it lacks economic verisimilitude" - that the USA could be changed from
what it was in 1986 to the Gilead of Atwood's 1990s setting is just too
hard to believe.  One of the things I disliked about the book was the
widespread infertility that made the use of "Handmaids" desirable if not
necessary.  But then I learned recently that there does appear to be a
widespread problem with infertile Americans but, still, it seems to me, not
so widespread right now that men (and women who support that patriarchy
because it's in their best interests to do so) would change procreation
habits so radically in just a few years.

Did anyone notice that _The Handmaid's Tale_ tells a story that's just
about opposite to _The Scarlet Letter_?  I.e., Hester Prynne is publicly
punished for adultery whereas Offred could be publicly punished is she
doesn't commit adultery (that once-a-month-sex with Fred while Mrs. Fred
holds Offred in position).  I did not see that parallel or influence while
reading the novel and I still think it's a bit farfetched, but I've read of
it.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 14:03:31 GMT
From: aubey@gimli.asd.contel.com (Ken Aubey)
Subject: Re:  Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?

>*With the exception of the male protaganist, Kevin Larkin*, there were no
>decent men in the book.

Doesn't this strike you as a GOOD SIGN? After a number of other books that
seem to absolutely rule out the possibility of a heterosexual male who
WASN'T a slimebag, I found it refreshing to see that Ms. Baudino was
willing to admit the possibility. The (understandable) backlash against
males is visible everywhere (especially in pagan religion, which Baudino
and I have in common).
 It's good to see that there may finally be some sexual "glasnost"
occurring.  (Or is it perestroika, I can never keep those straight)

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 02:35:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: misandry

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
> ROBINSON@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>>After seeing recommendations for _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino here, I
>>went out and bought the book.  And while it was OK (IMHO), I was quite
>>struck by the misandrony (? - the male equivalent of misogyny)
>>throughout.
>
> Oh boy, have you opened a can of worms.  I have been involved in not a
> few scraps over this issue in the past few years, as this trend has
> continued.  Baudino is not the only one perpetrating this nastiness on
> the reader; there are dozens of authors (most of them, but not all women)
> who are doing exactly the same thing:
>
>    Marion Zimmer Bradley (spec. The Shattered Chain)
>    Margaret Atwood (HandMaid's Tale)
>    Suzette Haden Elgin (Native Tongue, Judas Rose)
>
> to name three biggies.

I think the reason you see this so much is that science fiction has become
an idea laboratory for radical feminist thinkers. So if they want to
express their ideas and say just what they think is wrong with society, it
is hard to do that in mainstream literature, given that you have so many
assumptions built into the very notion of what a novel is, what society
should be like, etc.  In science fiction, you explicitly give up these
notions which makes it convenient for these people.

This is also a relatively well defined genre, which makes it possible for a
community to develop. Just as you have trekkies, you have people who like
to write about how men exploit and abuse women. In fact, I have at times
thought that _this_ literature is the real pornography of radical feminist
women - it feeds their needs to believe the worst of men, just as the other
satisfies needs in many men. And both are counterproductive to a real trust
between the sexes.

Of course, it makes it difficult for those of us who don't wish to be so
radical. My solution is simply to stop buying any books from an author who
writes a book I feel denigrates men.  Of course, they have no desire to
communicate with me either, so it works out both ways :^)

I think though that the 'Shattered Chain' was itself an excellent book. It
was its sequels that got more and more obsessed and focused on one issue.

Hari

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 23:16:07 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Feminist Literature

Actually, my objections to feminist science fiction, chauvinist science
fiction, Marxist science fiction, libertarian science fiction, Christian
science fiction, atheist science fiction, John Brunner's science fiction,
etc. are all the same.  Simply this: I don't like being preached at.  I
read books for entertainment, not ideology.

   This goes equally for novels advocating opinions I agree with, and
opinions I oppose.  Being preached opinions I already believe is tiresome;
being preached opinions I disagree with is irritating.  Again, this is true
not just of political and religious propaganda, but of sociobabble and
other weird beliefs; John Brunner is a prime offender, although the usually
excellent Bruce Sterling has pissed me off more than once in this way.

Curtis
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Date: 24 May 91 19:13:35 GMT
From: marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Barbarisi)
Subject: PK Dick and Misogyny

Someone recently described PK Dick as a misogynist and a debate has ensued
over who displays it more, PKD or Heinlein.  I can see sexism in Heinlein,
but no misogyny (defined as hatred of women).  In all the PKD I've read
I've seen no evidence whatsoever of either trait!  So, can anyone show some
examples which illustrate misogyny in PKD's work AND which might lead one
to believe that PKD himself was a member of the He-man's Woman-haters club?

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 16:41:28 GMT
From: jac@yoko.rutgers.edu (Jonathan A. Chandross)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Barbarisi)
> I can see sexism in Heinlien, but no misogyny (defined as hatred of
> women).  In all the PKD I've read I've seen no evidence whatsoever of
> either trait!

   "The Pre-Persons".  This is PKD's anti-abortion short story and contains
numerous examples of how women want to entrap and castrate men.

   _The Broken Bubble Of Thisbe Holt_.  One of PKD's mainstream novels,
deals with how a woman ruins two men.

   _Confessions Of A Crap Artist_.  Once again, a mainstream novel dealing
with how a woman ruins two men.

   _Puttering About In A Small Land_.  Golly, another mainstream novel
dealing with a woman who ruins two men.

In general, PKD's female characters are always black widows who destroy
men.

PKD also used to beat at least one of his wives (Tessa) if the literary
references aren't enough.

Is this enough evidence for you?

Jonathan A. Chandross
Internet: jac@paul.rutgers.edu
UUCP: rutgers!paul.rutgers.edu!jac

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 15:34:16 GMT
From: rjfrey@kepler.com (Robert J Frey)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Barbarisi) writes:
>Someone recently described PK Dick as a misogynist...[In] the PKD I've
>read I've seen no evidence [of it]...

PKD wrote an "anti-abortion" short story in which the age at which a child
could be "aborted" was gradually raised until it reached the point at which
the child could do certain abstract mental tasks, eight or nine years I
think.

His story in Ellison's _Dangerous Visions_ also took a similar stance,
although not expressed in such extreme terms.

He took some heat over these works, especially the former. He mentioned
receiving a very strong letter from Joanna Rush! His intent was a criticism
of society at large, that it was becoming increasingly self-centered, and I
don't believe he was a misogynist.

Right now all the pro-choice and right-to-life nuts are going "BOO" or
"YAY", but the real point of his stories was not abortion but people's
attitudes and motivations.

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 01:54:49 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

rjfrey@kepler1.UUCP (Robert J Frey) writes:
>PKD wrote an "anti-abortion" short story in which the age at which a child
>could be "aborted" was gradually raised until it reached the point at
>which the child could do certain abstract mental tasks, eight or nine
>years I think.

I think there's more to PKD's alleged misogyny than his opposition to
abortion.  (In fact, I'm not sure the two questions are related at all.)

>His story in Ellison's _Dangerous Visions_ also took a similar stance,
>although not expressed in such extreme terms.

Um, wasn't his DV story "Faith of our Fathers"?  I don't see any misogynist
or anti-abortion content there at all.  Scary story, though.

>He took some heat over these works, especially the former. He mentioned
>receiving a very strong letter from Joanna Rush!

Joanna Russ?

>His intent was a criticism of society at large, that it was becoming
>increasingly self-centered, and I don't believe he was a misogynist.
>
>Right now all the pro-choice and right-to-life nuts are going "BOO" or
>"YAY", but the real point of his stories was not abortion but people's
>attitudes and motivations.

I agree with this, mostly.  PKD had a definite puritanical streak mixed in
with his many other streaks.  This doesn't, however, mean that he didn't
have a problem with women.  I think perhaps he didn't explore man-woman
relations in his SF work so much - there women often have a kind of
symbolic function (Linda Fox in Valis) or serve as guides or intercessors
(Kathy, I think it was, in Flow My Tears).  But in his mainstream work you
see an uglier picture of American women (though not one that was unique to
PKD at the time).  Check out Confessions of a Crap Artist for an example.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 02:49:03 GMT
From: zane@ddsw1.mcs.com (Sameer Parekh)
Subject: PK Dick series

   Could someone please mail me which books are in series of PK Dick?  I am
planning on reading all his books this summer and I want to read the series
in order.  Thanks.

zane@ddsw1.MCS.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 14:13:57 GMT
From: hship@sw.stratus.com (Howard Ship)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Barbarisi) writes:
> Someone recently described PK Dick as a misogynist and a debate has
> ensued over who displays it more, PKD or Heinlein.  I can see sexism in
> Heinlein, but no misogyny (defined as hatred of women).  In all the PKD
> I've read I've seen no evidence whatsoever of either trait!  So, can
> anyone show some examples which illustrate misogyny in PKD's work AND
> which might lead one to believe that PKD himself was a member of the
> He-man's Woman-haters club?

Well, let's see, virtually without exception, female characters in PKD are
psychotic manipulative bitches or bare chested, empty headed bimbos or
BOTH.  The lead character, always a slightly neurotic and somewhat
ineffectual man, is always married to/divorced from/re-married to a woman
who constantly insults and puts him down, constantly manipulates him ("for
his own good") or maliciously tries to destroy him in some way.

You don't have to read much into this to see the pattern ...

Howard_Ship@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 09:18:50 GMT
From: eddi@gmdzi.gmd.de (Edgar Sommer)
Subject: PK Dick and Misogyny

hship@sw.stratus.com (Howard Ship) writes:
>Well, let's see, virtually without exception, female characters in PKD are
>psychotic manipulative bitches or bare chested, empty headed bimbos or
>BOTH.  The lead character, always a slightly neurotic and somewhat
>ineffectual man, is always married to/divorced from/re-married to a woman
>who constantly insults and puts him down, constantly manipulates him ("for
>his own good") or maliciously tries to destroy him in some way.
>
>You don't have to read much into this to see the pattern ...

Gee, you're going a bit heavy on absolute statements here.

I thought the (Laura, was it?) character in A SKANNER DARKLY was definitely
mysterious and enigmatic, but not in any way negative.

And the main character in A MAZE OF DEATH was a woman if memory serves, she
was ditto. I remember something about collecting old teabags for reuse on
rainy days, for example, which helped paint a very real - very, really,
subtly STRANGE! picture.

To me, the malice you mention is there, AT TIMES, but it's not founded in
misogyny, it's equally present in male characters.

My general impression of PKD's attitude toward women is more in the tenor
of "...smelling the mystery woman's flowers..."  [LeRoi Jones]

Sorry, didn't mean to go name-dropping on you.

Eddi Sommer
eddi%gmdzi%unido@uunet.uu.net
eddi@gmdzi.gmd.DE

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 23:07:42 GMT
From: kimy@oscar.cs.unc.edu (Yong-Mi Kim)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

jac@yoko.rutgers.edu (Jonathan A. Chandross) writes:
>In general, PKD's female characters are always black widows who destroy
>men.
>
>PKD also used to beat at least one of his wives (Tessa) if the literary
>references aren't enough.

The examples listed were from his earlier works.  PKD develops some
markedly different female characters in his later works, especially in _The
Transmogrification of Timothy Archer_ (it's been several years since I've
read this, so I'm not too sure about the title).

I also believe one is missing the point of PKD's works when making such
generalizations about misogyny.  A recurring theme in PKD's works is how
the individual gets lost under such generalizations.

Yong-Mi

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 18:41:54 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

rjfrey@kepler1.UUCP (Robert J Frey) writes:
>>Someone recently descrbed PK Dick as a misogynist...[In] the PKD I've
>>read I've seen no evidence [of it]...
>
>PKD wrote an "anti-abortion" short story in which the age at which a child
>could be "aborted" was gradually raised until it reached the point at
>which the child could do certain abstract mental tasks, eight or nine
>years I think.

An anti-abortion stance is not prima facie evidence of misogyny.  

The sad fact is that many people who wish to preserve the status quo w.r.t.
women's position in society use abortion as a stick to beat women down with
- - by equating "feminism" with "abortion," they drag large numbers of
religious folks (including, but not limited to, Christians) who might
otherwise favor some redress of the balance of power in society into their
camp.  These people are convinced by the pro-patriarchialists that feminism
is equivalent to babykilling (and probably several other unpleasant
things), and so their minds are kept closed.

Nonetheless, to be against abortion is not to be against women.  It is
possible (I know because I know a number of people who feel this way) to
sincerely believe that abortion-is-murder and still be *otherwise*
completely committed to the cause of women's rights.

An interesting acid test for sincerity: try asking such people what they
think about abortion in the cases of rape and incest.  Those who are
genuinely concerned about the fetus's rights will generally be against it,
while those who are primarily pursuing a conservative agenda will believe
we should make exceptions in one or both of these cases.  (This is weird,
but true: and it becomes less weird when you think about it.  *If* the
fetus is a person, *then* it makes no difference how it was conceived; *it*
didn't commit the crime.  Whereas from the other point of view, it's pretty
much a property rights issue - can't have our baby machines being used by
other men, not, at least, unless we figure out some way of charging them
rent.)

If you actually *read* Dick's story, "The Pre-Persons," it becomes
manifestly clear that his concern was for the rights of the child (fetus).
Dick was many things, and not all of them were pleasant: but one of the
things he was was intensely passionate and compassionate.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 03:58:40 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>If you actually *read* Dick's story, "The Pre-Persons," it becomes
>manifestly clear that his concern was for the rights of the child (fetus).
>Dick was many things, and not all of them were pleasant: but one of the
>things he was was intensely passionate and compassionate.

Have *you* read the story.  It's amazingly misogynistic.  I agree that his
primary conscious concerns are "the rights of the child", but consider:

    "Let's have an abortion!" Cynthia declared excitedly as she
     entered the house with an armload of synthogroceries.  "Wouldn't 
     that be neat?  Doesn't that turn you on?"

    "But you see," Cynthia said, following as he made his way to the
     master closet to hang up his status-tie and class-coat, "it's
     the in thing now, to have an abortion.  Look, what do we have?
     A kid.  We have Walter.  Every time someone comes over to visit
     and sees him, I know they're wondering.  'Where did you screw
     up?'  It's embarrassing."  She added, "And the kinds of abortions
     they give now, for women in early stages--it only costs one hundred
     dollars...the price of ten gallons of gas!  And you can talk about 
     it with practically everybody who drops by for hours."

Slightly later on, in the same scene.  Ian Best is talking to his son
Walter, about, among other things, his wife Cynthia (quoted above):

    "The name of all this is, *kill**me*.  Kill them when they're
     the size of a fingernail, or a baseball, or later on, if you
     haven't done it already, suck the air out of the lungs of a
     ten-year-old boy and let him die.  It's a certain kind of 
     woman advocating this all.  They used to call them 'castrating
     females.'  Maybe that was once the right term, except that
     these women, these hard cold women, didn't just want to--well,
     they want to do in the *whole* boy or man, make all of them
     dead, not just the part that makes him a man.  Do you see?"


In other words, abortion = castration.  Abortion is something that women do
to men.  (As one commentator put it, "it's as if female fetuses didn't
exist.")  Ian Best is a prototypical Dick sympathetic viewpoint character -
educated, decent, and completely ineffectual when it comes to his marriage
and he makes this speech in a story explicitly written to make a didactic
point on a subject that Dick very obviously felt very strongly about, and
which he would not want to deliberately undercut.  I see no other choice
but to assume that Dick meant this absolutely seriously.

And it completely destroyed the effect of the story.  For all that I
completely disagree with his stance on abortion, I have to admit that many
of the other parts of the story are very effectively done.  The
characterization is sharp, the "banality of evil" stuff with the
abortion-van-truck-driver is right on the money, and Dick does an excellent
job of conveying the inhumanity of the pocket universe he creates.  But
then I got to the passages above, and the story comes to a screeching halt
as I spent the rest of the story shaking my head in disbelief that he could
be so utterly psychotic.

I realize that Dick was like that, and that his ability to completely lose
it like that is part of what makes him so powerful, but it simply doesn't
work in a message story like "The Pre-Persons."

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 04:38:40 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: PK Dick series

zane@ddsw1.MCS.COM (Sameer Parekh) writes:

>Could someone please mail me which books are in series of PK Dick?  I am
>planning on reading all his books this summer and I want to read the
>series in order.  Thanks. 

As far as I know, PKD didn't write any series.  All of his books that I
have read can stand alone.  Three of his later novels (_Valis_, _The Divine
Invasion_ and _The Transmigration of Timothy Archer_) have been grouped
into a "trilogy" for the purposes of republication, but as far as I know
they weren't originally intended that way, though they have obvious
thematic similarities.

I urge you to read whatever you can find of PKD's in any order you like,
but I wouldn't advise you to read all of his books in one summer.  He was a
very obsessive writer, and it's easy to get caught up in his obsessions if
you're not careful.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 05:42:42 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

kimy@oscar.cs.unc.edu (Yong-Mi Kim) writes:
>jac@yoko.rutgers.edu (Jonathan A. Chandross) writes:
>>In general, PKD's female characters are always black widows who destroy
>>men.
>
>>PKD also used to beat at least one of his wives (Tessa) if the literary
>>references aren't enough.
>
>The examples listed were from his earlier works.  PKD develops some
>markedly different female characters in his later works, especially in
>_The Transmogrification of Timothy Archer_ (it's been several years since
>I've read this, so I'm not too sure about the title).

True.  But Angel Archer was one of the only female protagonists he ever
created.

>I also believe one is missing the point of PKD's works when making such
>generalizations about misogyny.  A recurring theme in PKD's works is how
>the individual gets lost under such generalizations.

Maybe, but PKD, by portraying women as evil and predatory, was denying them
individuality.  A lot of his female characters are simply symbols of evil
or death.  His male characters' striking humanity makes this all the more
frustrating.

What I'm trying to say is that he may have hated such generalizations, but
he created them himself when it came to women.  We're just pointing that
out.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 24 May 91 13:15:30 GMT
From: palmerc@localhost.berkeley.edu (Christopher M. Palmer)
Subject: Re: Heinlein and women (was Re: Dick books)

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh) writes:
> rmt@msel.unh.edu (Roy M. Turner) writes:
>>I remember reading _Stranger in a Strange Land_ a *long* time ago and
>>thinking "what a male chauvinist pig Heinlein must be".  I mean, the book
>>gives lip service to strong females, etc., but Harshaw (sp?) treats Ann,
>>Dorcas, and whats-her-name (Miriam?) like cute little empty-headed girls
>>- groupies, really.  _Time Enough for Love_ had stories in it of the same
>>ilk, or so I remember them.  None of Heinlein's own opinions may be
>>showing up in such stories, of course; but in my opinion, often in his
>>books the attitude toward women would seem to be "isn't it cute when they
>>are smart/competent/etc.?"  That may not qualify as misogyny, but to me
>>it seems to put women in the role of bright pets.
>
> I don't think this will count as a flame.  In those two stories you
> mention, I think those characters were supposed to be old-fashioned
> chauvinists.  I really liked the heroine in _Friday_.  Maybe she was a
> male character in drag.  I can't tell for sure, not being a woman.  I
> still liked her character and developed a healthy respect for her
> competence.

I am a big Heinlein fan, but that doesn't make me blind to his peculiar
form of sexism.  However, I don't fully agree with Mr. Turner.  Heinlein's
point seems to me to be: "Women are absolutely as intelligent as men and
are superior in many ways such as crisis handling and psychological
insight."  Where he drifts into sexism is when he asserts that a REAL
woman, when operating in a free society and when completely in touch with
her inner self, will desire to put herself in a pseudo-subservient role in
order to humor us silly, emotional men.  They also enjoy sexual teasing and
have a strong desire to fulfil their biological role as mothers and their
psychological role as beautiful wives who are always there to provide
support to their poor husbands.  It is very hard to pin down exactly where
Heinlein walks over the line.  In most of his books the women are strong,
intelligent, and competent and most of the men are strong, intelligent,
competent and openly chauvinistic.  His problem isn't really the portrayal
of individual characters, it is in his underlying assumption that all
well-adjusted individuals should fit into his sexual stereotypes.  This
causes many of his characters to strongly resemble each other and destroys
many opportunities for strong character development.

Christopher M. Palmer
Intergraph Corporation
Huntsville, AL
palmerc@abulafia.b14.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 15:11:59 GMT
From: haggart@crc.sofkin.ca (Ross Haggart)
Subject: Re: Heinlein and Women

>Heinlein: Either you love him or you hate him. If you love him you REALLY
>love him. If you hate him, you REALLY hate him.

I don't agree with this assessment of Heinlein. I have read most of what he
has written. I really enjoyed Time Enough for Love, for example, but I was
always bothered by his portrayal of women.

In many stories he would describe these very capable, intelligent,
self-maximizing (sexually anyway) persons [the Heinlein Woman] who would be
almost totally submissive to the Heinlein Man who was the male lead. The
impression I got was that the Heinlein Man was the author. What an EGO!!

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 16:20:52 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Heinlein and women (was Re: Dick books)

rmt@msel.unh.edu (Roy M. Turner) writes:
>On the subject of Heinlein's putative misogyny, and the rather nasty
>replies defending him, I'd just like to add my two-cents.
>
>I remember reading _Stranger in a Strange Land_ a *long* time ago and
>thinking "what a male chauvinist pig Heinlein must be".  I mean, the book
>gives lip service to strong females, etc., but Harshaw (sp?) treats Ann,
>Dorcas, and whats-her-name (Miriam?) like cute little empty-headed girls -
>roupies, really.  _Time Enough for Love_ had stories in it of the same
>ilk, or so I remember them.  None of Heinlein's own opinions may be
>showing up in such stories, of course; but in my opinion, often in his
>books the attitude toward women would seem to be "isn't it cute when they
>are smart/competent/etc.?"  That may not qualify as misogyny, but to me it
>seems to put women in the role of bright pets.

Caveats - I have read about five Heinlein books, and didn't really like any
of them.

My general impression of Heinlein's so called 'strong women' protagonists,
Friday for example, was that they were merely men with vaginas. But then I
found that most of Heinlein's characterisation was woefully inadequate, so
perhaps this is not merely an instance of mysogyny, but rather an inability
to draw fleshed out characters.  I didn't like his male protagonists much
better either.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 19:33:05 GMT
From: glover@sequoia.cray.com (Roger Glover)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

betsyp@apollo.HP.COM (Betsy Perry) writes:
>Okay, first things first.  Heinlein obviously liked at least one woman a
>great deal; he kept writing books about her!  She's bright, oversexed and
>can't stop talking about it, and competent at every known art and
>profession.  Very much like Heinlein Man, as a matter of fact.  ;-) I'll
>fight to the death to defend Heinlein against charges of misogyny.
>
>Now, whether Heinlein had some odd views about what women were like...
>there we can have a debate.  I've never met a woman who reminded me of,
>say, Friday, or Deety.

In Spider Robinson's speech "Rah! Rah! RAH!", a transcript of which may be
found in his anthology _Time_Travellers_Strictly_Cash_, Spider claims that
most of Heinlein's supposedly-unrealistic female characters bear a striking
resemblence to Heinlein's wife, Virginia.

Personally, I have never met a woman like Deety or Friday either, but then
I've never met a man like Pinero, Harshaw, Lazarus Long, Dr. Johnson, Scar,
....  So much the worse for me.

Roger Glover
Cray Research, Inc.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 21:36:53 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

This is not my biannual Heinlein flame, as I did that a couple of months
ago and wound up unscathed.  I just wanted to remark that Carl Kolchak of
this site insisted I read _Glory Road_ a few years back when I was
attempting to know what I was talking about re: Heinlein.  He loves the
book, I hated it, and the reason was related to this thread.  Our Hero
rapes the princess, and lo and behold! she falls in love with him.  Shades
of Gor.  We then got into a big discussion of the coming-of-age of the
hero, etc., but I still think Heinlein sold out.  *Rash Generalization
Notice* it seems that the men who have read this book like it, the women
not.  In fact, it adjusted my semi-neutral opinion downward.

My favorite Heinlein is still _Door Into Summer_ with my favorite character
in it being Bast.  Heinlein knew his cats.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 00:08:10 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
> [re: Glory Road]
> Our Hero rapes the princess, and lo and behold! she falls in love with
> him. 

We must be in alternate worlds, connected only by an electronic link.  This
actually explains a lot of Heinlein bashing - people read different books.

In my world, the hero of Glory Road was this American called Oscar, whom
the Empress (incognita) of something or another semi-seduces to follow her
in A Quest.  They're accompanied by her uncle, who impersonates a servant,
and is nearly as strong as Oscar.

If I remember right, the first night (in a tent by a waterfall), Oscar just
sleeps.  The next day they fight off some amusing monsters, and that night
they have a dinner party at a local nobleman's mansion.  Oscar gives mortal
offense by applying his standards of morality: he refuses to have sex with
the women that seek his bed, looking for a child by a 'Hero on a Quest'.

Next day Starr (the Empress (i.)) is extremely pissed when she finds what
he did (or refused to do) and explains that they have to apologize, if they
don't get killed first.  They go back and rectify the situation.

I don't think Oscar had sex with "the princess" until later, on the road,
they get married - a ceremony involving jumping over swords, which got
Rufus (the uncle/servant) quite sulky, because he felt that Oscar was being
hoodwinked for the sake of the goal.

That's the book I read.  What book did you read ?

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937		
abl@ece.cmu.edu		

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 00:55:26 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>I just wanted to remark that Carl Kolchak of this site insisted I read
>_Glory Road_ a few years back when I was attempting to know what I was
>talking about re: Heinlein.  He loves the book, I hated it, and the reason
>was related to this thread.  Our Hero rapes the princess, and lo and
>behold! she falls in love with him.  Shades of Gor.

   What?  Wait a minute...  Are you *certain* that you're talking about
_Glory Road_?  I've read it five or six times, and I don't recall *any*
instance of rape anywhere in the book.  I just asked a friend who has also
read the book, and *he* doesn't remember any such thing either.  Also,
which "princess" are you talking about?  I don't recall any "princess,"
unless you mean Star, and she was an Empress (well, sort of) over a huge
non-government (best kind, in my opinion, but I digress)

   I'm not sure what book you're talking about, but I don't think it's
_Glory Road_.

>We then got into a big discussion of the coming-of-age of the hero,
>etc., but I still think Heinlein sold out.

   Again, what?  At the time of E. C. "Oscar" Gordon's trip through the
dimensions, he had already gone through a couple of years of college and a
full tour of duty in Southeast Asia (two years).  I'd hardly call him
coming-of-age material.  I'd say he'd came of age long before the start of
the story.

   By the way, what do you mean by "sold out?"

>My favorite Heinlein is still _Door Into Summer_ with my favorite
>character in it being Bast.  Heinlein knew his cats.

   Bast?  If you mean the cat in _Door Into Summer_, his name was
"Petronius the Arbiter" ("Pete" to his friends - a select group).  I don't
even recall the mention of the name "Bast."

   This is getting monotonous.  I'm beginning to wonder if your posting is
a joke, or possibly an attempt to start a flame war.  At the very least,
from the content of your posting, it seems to me as if you don't know what
you're talking about.

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr.
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690 
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 17:05:25 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>>I just wanted to remark that Carl Kolchak of this site insisted I read
>>_Glory Road_ a few years back when I was attempting to know what I was
>>talking about re: Heinlein.  He loves the book, I hated it, and the
>>reason was related to this thread.  Our Hero rapes the princess, and lo
>>and behold! she falls in love with him.  Shades of Gor.
>
>   What?  Wait a minute...  Are you *certain* that you're talking about
>_Glory Road_?  I've read it five or six times, and I don't recall *any*
>instance of rape anywhere in the book.  I just asked a friend who has also
>read the book, and *he* doesn't remember any such thing either.

Well, you and Antonio agree on this... I saw it as rape, but am assured it
was seduction by the empress (empress, princess, *snap fingers*).  A
Heinlein woman who knows what she wants, to quote someone else...

>>We then got into a big discussion of the coming-of-age of the hero, etc.,
>>but I still think Heinlein sold out.
>
>   Again, what?  At the time of E. C. "Oscar" Gordon's trip through the
>dimensions, he had already gone through a couple of years of college and a
>full tour of duty in Southeast Asia (two years).  I'd hardly call him
>coming-of-age material.  I'd say he'd came of age long before the start of
>the story.

There you'd have to discuss it with Carl who thinks of it as a "growing-
up" story, that Oscar was still a big child till he realized that "happy-
ever-after" wasn't what he wanted.  My reaction to this was a big "so
what?"

>>My favorite Heinlein is still _Door Into Summer_ with my favorite
>>character in it being Bast.  Heinlein knew his cats.
>
>   Bast?  If you mean the cat in _Door Into Summer_, his name was
>"Petronius the Arbiter" ("Pete" to his friends--a select group).  I don't
>even recall the mention of the name "Bast."

DRATTIT!  Brain-cell check.  Bast was in some other book, (short for both
Bubastis and the obvious other possibility.) Of course, you're right.

>   This is getting monotonous.  I'm beginning to wonder if your posting is
>a joke, or possibly an attempt to start a flame war.

Neither.  I really didn't like the book, and it mystifies the people I
know.  This thread just seemed to fit in with the (apparently erroneous)
impression I got about Oscar and Starr.

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 19:15:47 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>>     What?  Wait a minute...  Are you *certain* that you're talking about
>>_Glory Road_?  I've read it five or six times, and I don't recall *any*
>>instance of rape anywhere in the book.
>
>Well, you and Antonio agree on this... I saw it as rape, but am assured it
>was seduction by the empress (empress, princess, *snap fingers*).  A
>Heinlein woman who knows what she wants, to quote someone else...

   Yes, she certainly knew what she wanted (and since she was old enough to
have several generations of descendants, I'd say she was adult enough to
make her own decisions about things, too).  In any case, it certainly
didn't look like a case of rape to me (by any reasonable definition of the
word that I've ever heard.  I'm assuming, by the way, that you mean the
"jumping over the sword" scene and following portions of the book.

   I'm curious.  Why did you think that there was an instance of rape in
the book?  Are we using different definitions of the word?

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690 
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 03:02:32 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: GLORY ROAD/I'll have cornbread stuffing with that crow, please.

In a fit of it-is-to-be-hoped temporary insanity two days ago, I posted
something about the rape in GLORY ROAD, as an example of Heinlein sexist
attitudes.  There is no such beast.  What can I say?  I've had a Very Bad
Month (tm) and haven't been sleeping well, and it appears I've lost all
sense of proportion, most of my common sense, and far too many IQ points.
 
I did promise one correspondent to look the book up in the library and find
out why it had left such a bad taste in my mind.  I also said, the way
things were going, it'd turn out to be a favorite book.  Well, that didn't
happen, but I did just spend some time thumbing through it, remembering
it's talky, like the Heinleins I don't like, and found, page 113 of the
paperback, what had turned me off.  Star is cussing Oscar out, he threatens
to spank her, and she comes all over meek and "yes, milord"ing.  I *still*
don't think spanking is the solution, but threatening it is not rape, and I
was wrong wrong WRONG.
 
Now can we talk about cats ??  :)

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------
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Date: 28 May 91 00:33:28 GMT
From: barry@netcom.com (Kenn Barry)
Subject: Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  Was Re: Dick books

   A brief word on _Glory Road_ first. Jan, there isn't any rape in that
book, by any definition.  Far from it.  Oscar is a Boy Scout, and refuses
to even sleep with his princess (he does call Star that, you got that
right) until they're married; now, that's an old-fashioned boy :-).

   On the subject of RAH's females, generally: I do understand why many
perceive sexism in RAH's portrayals of women but, I think that perception
is in error, and I'll try to explain why.

   The evidence for Heinlein's sexism is his female characters.  They come
in two types, mainly: vacuous bimbos, who have little to say or do in his
books but, who are always young and very, very sexy; and women who seem
like men in drag - masculine personalities and mannerisms, typical Heinlein
heroes (competent, smart, trained, independent, self-made, rebels or
outsiders) but, in a female body.  These, too, are often extremely sexy,
though not always.

   In addition, both types but, most notably the "masculinized" types,
often decide by the end of the story that they don't want to be Queen of
the Universe but, would rather settle down with the hero and devote their
lives to making babies, and moonlight at making hubby happy in bed.

   That's a decent _prima facie_ case for sexism but, it doesn't hold up
upon closer examination.  The real explanation is that characterization, be
it of male or female, was not RAH's strong suit.  Examine any of his books
and you'll find he draws on a very limited cast of characters, a kind of
small repertory company.  All his heroes are stamped from the same mold,
that Competent Man I described above.  Some are young and still learning,
still finding themselves and their place in society.  These are the typical
heroes of his juveniles.  Some are full-grown, and masters of their areas
of expertise: Hamilton Felix, Ben Caxton, Friday (a female version), many
more.  And some are wise old men, semi-retired from the active life but,
full of sense and pithy wisdom learned in the course of a full and active
life: Jubal Harshaw, Lazarus Long, Rufo...

   They're all really the same person, though portrayed at different ages:
Homo Heinlein. They are not really weak characters in the literary sense;
they tend to be strongly, if simply, portrayed, and are often sympathetic
and interesting.  RAH's weakness at character was not in the people he
created but, in the many people he *couldn't* create.  He only seemed to
know one type in depth.  He didn't even do good villains.  Most of the bad
guys in RAH books aren't really evil, just confused, or stupid, or shallow.
Any character in a RAH book that is not Homo Heinein is portrayed as no
more than a brief sketch, a caricature.

   As it happens, this one character that RAH knew how to create was a male
one.  Perhaps it was Heinlein himself, or Heinlein as Heinlein saw himself,
or an idealized version of same.  But the reason that RAH never managed a
truly female character of the same depth and quality was not sexism, but
simply that RAH didn't *understand* women well enough to create such, just
as he never understood any males other than Homo Heinlein.

   This view of the limitations of RAH's female characters makes much more
sense than the glib label, "sexism". RAH was clearly not sexist in any
normal sense.  His story, "Delilah and the Space Rigger", dating from
1949(!), shows a woman being a construction worker on a space station,
encountering sexist prejudice, and overcoming it through her ability to do
the job; such strong women are sprinkled throughout many of his books.  He
also said more than once that women are probably smarter than men.

   Or take the observation that his strong women always end up wanting to
give up everything to be the little wife and mother.  First off, it isn't
true - some of RAH's "male" women do this, some don't.  Hazel Stone didn't
give anything up; Star Gordon certainly didn't.  But, yes, some do.  Well,
know what? RAH's male heros have the same inclination! RAH has preached
more than once on parenthood and family being the summum bonum of human
existence, and children being our ultimate responsibility as well as our
ultimate purpose.  In _Time Enough For Love_, we see Lazarus settling down
repeatedly to be "just a family man", raising kids, being a dad.
Especially in his later novels, the paean to parenthood is a setpiece for
Homo Heinlein.

   Yeah, most of RAH's women are sexy, busty, and hot to get it on with his
male heros. Of course his men are strong, cute, and very horny, too.
That's just part of the Heinlein ideal.  His men didn't think of themselves
as cute, but neither did many of his women - Friday thought she was plain,
even if the world didn't agree.  His men, at any age, were vigorous, sexual
and fit; why be surprised that his women were the same?

   No writer has perfect mastery of all the elements that make up good
fiction.  Heinlein, much though I may love his books, had flaws as a
writer.  His plots tended to get lost in the middle of his books, either
lost forever, or tied up as an afterthought in the last few pages.  His
descriptions were great for conveying information quickly and clearly, but
short on poetry.  And his characters were either the one, basic Heinlein
model, in different disguises, or nonentities.  Read the long arguments
between the 4 main characters in _Number of the Beast_, for example.  Hard
to keep track of who's talking? You bet, because they all talk the same,
think the same, act the same.

   All that notwithstanding, all of RAH's women were not vacuous bimbos.
His best female characters were the "masculine" ones, Homo Heinlein in a
female body, and some were very good, indeed.  Friday, for example, is one
of my favorite RAH characters.  Not really women? Well, the rumor is, these
characters were modeled on Heinlein's own wife. I haven't met her, so I
couldn't say, but I suspect these female characters are merely unusual, not
impossible.  But then, so are RAH's men.

   I can appreciate that women may generally have a harder time than men
finding a character to identify with.  Homo Heinlein is farther from any
feminine ideal in our culture than from male models, and even the Heinlein
Male isn't that appealing to many (anyone who'd enjoy seeing the typical
Homo Heinlein turned into a tragic, flawed failure should see or read _The
Mosquito Coast_.  Heinlein didn't write it, but the father is a Heinlein
type; the dark side of such a person is made vivid).  But there is a
difference, I think, between lacking the skills as a writer to create a
believable, admirable and truly *female* woman, and looking down on or
patronizing such women.

   Heinlein was not a sexist. He understood women even less than we average
males do (and that isn't all that well) but, I think he still liked and
respected them, and that this shows in his novels.

Kenn Barry
barry@netcom.com
apple!netcom!barry

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 02:07:01 GMT
From: jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman)
Subject: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>barry@netcom.COM (Kenn Barry) writes:
>>His plots tended to get lost in the middle of his books, either lost
>>forever, or tied up as an afterthought in the last few pages.
>
>In fairness: this is only true from FARNHAM'S FREEHOLD on, and even then
>there are exceptions: THE MOON IS A HARSH MISTRESS, the internal novels in
>TIME ENOUGH FOR LOVE (which as a whole doesn't lose track of its plot
>because it doesn't have one), FRIDAY, and JOB.  The latter, I suppose, one
>could argue, but the clarity of its plotting is improved by familiarity
>with its model, James Branch Cabell's JURGEN.

   Speaking of the plot of JOB, can someone explain to me why the Chairman
is necessary?  That's the only thing I dislike about the novel, the problem
of a single supreme deity is merely moved up a notch.

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 17:36:08 GMT
From: borsom@imokay.cmw.ltn.dec.com (Doug Borsom)
Subject: Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars! (was Re: Heinlein a misogynist?  etc.)

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes mostly a lot of good stuff,
concise comments on Heinlein's writing.  And I thank Dan'l for taking the
time and care with his posting.

But I have to take exception with two of his statements:

>"Delilah"'s date is a double-edged sword: it predates the "womens lib"
>resurgence of feminism in the '60s by a good 10 years, true; but being so
>close on WWII is really nothing more than the story of a Rosie-the-Riveter
>in peacetime.  A worthwhile story, yes, and a moderate counter to the "RAH
>as patriarchal evil person" claim, but not as radical as it might have
>been, say, five years *later*.

Assuming the story was _written_ (not just published) in 1949, then it
deserves more creadit than you give it.  The days of Rosie-the-Riveter were
well past.  Government propaganda that once promoted Rosie-the-Riveter took
a 180 degree turn at the end of the war, and cranked out a new line
encouraging real women to quit their jobs (the patriotic thing, because it
left those jobs open for the returning vets), go home, and be wives and
moms (near-synonymous roles in those days).  A quick look at the popular
post-war magazines will show the wide-spread acceptance of this atavism.

The similarities between what the US government wanted of women during and
after WWII strongly parallels the "good" woman Heinlein portrayed again and
again.  Competent and brave and independent.  But not too much so. And
ultimately, wives and moms who were deferential to their men.

About Heinlein's poetry, Dan'l writes:
>And even worse when he thought he was being poetic.  His actual verse (as
>in "The Green Hills") is a bad imitation of bad Kipling: it doesn't even
>kipple very well:*).  Exception: the opening passage of "The Tale of the
>Adopted Daughter," which though typeset as prose is actually very good,
>heavily accented octosyllable - the metre of "Hiawatha."

Oh my gosh.  Of all the stuff Heinlein wrote that made me cringe in
embarrassment for him, those lines at the beginning of "The Tale of the
Adopted Daughter" top my list.  Not even Hallmark would have bought them.

Ah well, poetry is a personal matter between the writer and her reader...

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 22:32:42 GMT
From: dave@fps.com (Dave Smith)
Subject: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman) writes:
>Speaking of the plot of JOB, can someone explain to me why the Chairman is
>necessary?  That's the only thing I dislike about the novel, the problem
>of a single supreme deity is merely moved up a notch.

I thought that the point of the Chairman in Job was that he, too, had a
superior and peers, and so on and so on...  An infinite regression of
progressively more supreme beings.

David L. Smith
FPS Computing, San Diego
ucsd!celit!dave or dave@fps.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 14:38:17 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Subject: Re: GLORY ROAD

yarnot@csusac.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>I did just spend some time thumbing through [Glory Road], remembering it's
>talky, like the Heinleins I don't like, and found, page 113 of the
>paperback, what had turned me off.  Star is cussing Oscar out, he
>threatens to spank her, and she comes all over meek and "yes, milord"ing.
>I *still* don't think spanking is the solution, but threatening it is not
>rape, and I was wrong wrong WRONG.

Did you miss, ignore or not find significant the fact that Star's
submissiveness is one huge joke on Oscar? (We learn later that she is
extremely capable and could propably wipe the floor with him two tries out
of three - at least that's the impression I got).

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 12:52:21 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

Jennifer S Broekman writes:
>Speaking of the plot of JOB, can someone explain to me why the Chairman is
>necessary?  That's the only thing I dislike about the novel, the problem
>of a single supreme deity is merely moved up a notch.

   No, it's not "simply moved up a notch", it's displaced entirely.  As
Jerry Farnsworth/Satan says: "For all I know, he (the Chairman or Mr
Koshchei) may only be a corporal in the great T.O."  This implies to me
that there is always someone higher up, ad infinitum.  Which probably makes
it even worse than moving it up that single notch.
   But the necessity of it is to settle a dispute between 3 "gods", Atan,
Jehovah, and Odin, with Loki kind of thrown in for good measure.  There has
to be that higher authority to settle it all, otherwise we wouldn't have
our pat resolution.
    Hope this helps.

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 06:58:23 GMT
From: jet@karazm.math.uh.edu (J Eric Townsend)
Subject: Book notice: _Across the Wounded Galaxies_

_Across the Wounded Galaxies -- Interviews with Contemporary American
Science Fiction Writers_, conducted and edited by Larry McCaffrey.
University of Illinois Press, 1990.  ISBN 0-252-01692-0

Just what the title says.  Interviews with the following (snide comments
follow each author).

Gregory Benford
 (Hard-sf nerd who brags about not taking lit courses; can't stand Gibson)
William Burroughs 
 (As you read, imagine him reading it, and read it at the pace and with
 inflection he would read it aloud)
Octavia Butler
 (Wow!  First interview with her I've read.  Really neat stuff.)
Samuel Delany
 (Enough, enough.  So he's smarter than all of us put together, even if
  we include Maddox.)
Ursula Le Guin
 (She's not dead!  Fun interview.)
Joanna Russ
 (Not even close to dead, although I'm sure it'd make a lot of male
  publishing house executives very happy.  Interview that shows she's
  really a lot smarter than many men want to admit.)
Bruce Sterling
 (At least I don't have to listen to him whine...)
Gene Wolfe
 (First interview I've read with him, makes me want to re-read the
  Urth series.)

J. Eric Townsend
jet@uh.edu
jet@UHOU

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 01:46:26 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: ALTERNATE HISTORY LIST (v2)

The following is the second posting of the net alternate history list.  The
list is about 10% longer than the original posting.

A number of submissions e-mailed to me since the first posting of this list
in early April have not been included. Part of this is the result of the
local microVax eating some mail, and part because I have not had adequate
time to evaluate some of the submissions. My apologies to the submitters
(particularly repnomar@stanford); I'll try real hard to include your
entries as I work on version 3.

Anyway, if you have additional entries and/or corrections to old entries,
please e-mail them directly to schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu. Thanks.

[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this list, it has been stored in
the archives on elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The file is available via anonymous
ftp and is named pub/sfl/alternate-histories.txt.  Please read the message
about archive access in next month's monthly notices.]

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 21:09:32 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Looking for a book reference...

   I read a book many years ago about an alien creature that appears on
Earth and whose basic mission is to test humanity's advancement and
ingenuity. It is actually not a creature, but a robot, highly radioactive
and exceedingly powerful. I won't go into more detail on the plot because
someone else might want to read it and it has some very interesting plot
twists.
   On to the question: the title of the book was VOR. now, I've seen
mention of a book entitled The Vor Game, but I doubt it's the same. In
either case, I want to know the name of VOR's author.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 20:25:28 GMT
From: nrcarl@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Anything new by Duane, Cooper or Hodgell?

I'm trying to find out if 2 authors which I loved to read when I was about
13 (which was about 9 years ago, har de har) and I've been unable to find
much by them:

Diane Duane, since "Door into fire"
Susan Cooper, anything since the "Dark is Rising" cycle
PC Hodgell, since "Godstalk"

Thanks.

Paul Kowalski

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  3-Jun  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #221
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA22471; Mon, 3 Jun 91 09:07:05 EDT
Date: Mon, 3 Jun 91 09:07:05 EDT
Message-Id: <9106031307.AA22471@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #221
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 3 Jun 91 09:07:05 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #221
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 3 Jun 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 221

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Reminder of Addresses,
		Books - Aldiss (4 msgs) & Bujold (2 msgs) &
                        Rick Cook & Dick (7 msgs) & Duane

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 3 Jun 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are very likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 20:30:37 GMT
From: gibson@rubis.geop.ubc.ca (Brad Gibson)
Subject: Aldiss' Helliconia Trilogy

Can I get some feedback on people's impressions of Aldiss' Helliconia
Trilogy?  They're sitting on my shelf with about a hundred other books that
I must read, but before committing myself to this undertaking, I'd really
like to hear from some folks who've read them.  Feel free to e-mail me
directly.  Thanks.

Brad K. Gibson
Dept. of Geophysics & Astronomy            
#129-2219 Main Mall
University of British Columbia      
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
V6T 1Z4
INTERNET: gibson@geop.ubc.ca
BITNET:   userbgib@ubcmtsg.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 15:01:29 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Aldiss' Helliconia Trilogy

agapow@latcs1.lat.oz.au (paul-michael agapow) writes:
>Can I get some feedback on people's impressions of Aldiss' Helliconia
>Trilogy?

Personally, I thought they were great.  I'm an Aldiss fan from way back,
though.  I've noticed many people don't like his style, which is much more
restrained than that of most American SF writers.  I do.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 02:23:36 GMT
From: jpc@avdms8.msfc.nasa.gov (J. Porter Clark)
Subject: Re: Aldiss' Helliconia Trilogy

>Can I get some feedback on people's impressions of Aldiss' Helliconia
>Trilogy?

I read _Helliconia Spring_ some time ago and liked it.  What are the names
of the other two?  (Summer and Autumn?)

J. Porter Clark
jpc@avdms8.msfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 01:54:04 GMT
From: agapow@latcs1.lat.oz.au (paul-michael agapow)
Subject: Re: Aldiss' Helliconia Trilogy

Aldiss I have read before, and while I don't adore him he is at least the
equal of many other authors who sell more tonnage. But "Helliconia" I found
very long, contrived in parts and an uneasy mix of science and
"science-fantasy".  Did like the bit about the supercooled river though.

This opinion seems to be common although not exclusive? Anyone else?

Paul-Michael Agapow
AI Lab
LaTrobe University 
agapow@latcs1.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 02:33:39 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>I have to second Dirk's recommendation to read Ms. Bujold's books. I would
>suggest the following order:
>
>   1. Falling Free
>   2. Shards of Honor
>   3. The Warriors Apprentice
>   4. The Vor Game
>   5. Borders of Infinity
>   6. Brothers in Arms
>   7. Ethan of Athos

> I regret to say that in most cases, reading series in the order of
> publication is the best bet, unless specifically instructed otherwise by
> the author, e.g., Marion Zimmer Bradley s _Darkover_ books.  In all other
> cases, like Frank Herbert's _Dune_, Zelazny's _Amber_, McCaffrey's
> _Dragonriders of Pern_, Brust's _Vlad Taltos_ AND Bujold's _Miles
> Vorkosigan_ series, just check out the original publication date.
> Therefore, you should start with _Shards of Honor_, without which you
> will not get half of what is happening in _The Warrior's Apprentice_.
> IMHO, reading a series by internal chronological order is not
> recommended, for you are likely not to get as much out of the whole
> story.

I don't know how important, or practical, this approach is.  First, if you
happen to find _The_Vor_Game_ first, go ahead. BUY IT AND READ IT. BUY
ANYTHING THAT SAYS BUJOLD ON IT, BECAUSE THEN SHE'LL HAVE TO WRITE MORE AND
I CAN READ IT. (Just so you know where I'm coming from.)

Anyway, I was commenting on practicality: unless you live in a really big
city, with a really good specialty bookshop, don't count on finding
_Shards_. Read them in whatever order you can find them. You'll be
confused, yes, but there's also quite enough good stuff that you won't mind
to much.

I can say this with confidence, because I read things in a really screwy
order: first "The Mountains of Mourning" (Analog, later in _Borders_), then
"Labyrinth" (ditto), and _Falling_Free_ (Analog again) (isn't really
connected with the others except by being in the same universe), then
_Brothers_, which really hooked me. You'll be left sputtering in the aisles
at what the twists in that paranoiac/schizophrenic plot does to your head.
("But they can't tell us apart...") Then "Borders", which does a lot to
explain some attitudes in _Brothers_. Anyway, my point is: buy them all
when you see them, read them, then read them again in order when you've got
them.  The links are real but not vital.

>>again - is anyone familiar enough with both the original ANALOG
>>publications and the novels in the stores to tell me which books are
>>worth buying and which I've already read for all intents and purposes?

_Falling_Free_ was published in its entirety (I think) in Analog.
_The_Borders_of_Infinity contains three novellas: "Mountains of Mourning",
"Labyrinth", and "Borders". The first two appear as they were published in
Analog; the third was published elsewhere, but is IMHO worth the price of
the paperback, even if you've read the other two.  The story "The
Weatherman" from Feb. 1990 appears as the first 50 or so pages of
_The_Vor_Game_. The remainder of the book is essentially a different story,
with only characters in common. Don't fret too much about being cheated.

**** AND FOR FANS WHO HAVEN'T BEEN PAYING ATTENTION, this month's Analog
begins serializing a new Bujold - _Barrayar_, the tale of Mile's birth.
This will fit second in the internal sequence, after _Shards_, so new
readers needn't worry about having missed too much. (I'm recommending it
sight unseen.)

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 17:37:23 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold

hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
>**** AND FOR FANS WHO HAVEN'T BEEN PAYING ATTENTION, this month's Analog
>begins serializing a new Bujold - _Barrayar_, the tale of Mile's birth.
>This will fit second in the internal sequence, after _Shards_, so new
>readers needn't worry about having missed too much. (I'm recommending it
>sight unseen.)

It also contains the story of Vordarian's Pretendership, and I AM
recommending it sight seen.

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 14:50:41 GMT
From: tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu (Ryan Tanner)
Subject: Rick Cook's Wizardry series

Could someone give me a list of the books in this series?  I have Wizard's
Bane and The Wizardry Cursed.  Unfortunately WC does not have a listing of
his books.  Thanks.

Ryan
tannerr@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 16:32:07 GMT
From: PYC136@uriacc.uri.edu (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: PKD Bashing time

What is going on here? Heinlein and Dick are taking it on the chin here,
while the male sex gets creamed at the movies via "Thelma & Louise,"
"Mortal Thoughts" and "Switch." It's getting a little nasty out there...

Anyway, as far as I've seen in PKD he had an obsession with dark-haired
women, both in real life and in his works. Melina and Pris of "Total
Recall" and "Blade Runner" fame are two examples. Of course there are
others: the mistresses in "The Zap Gun" and "The Man in the High Castle,"
the female subject in "The Dark-Haired Girl" (ok, so I stink with
names...).

His male leads were usually very cowed and submissive, while these women
were shrews. That especially holds true for Lars Powderdry in Zap Gun. Lilo
Topchev and Maren Fain drove him crazy. The only strong male lead he ever
created was Jason Taverner in "Flow My Tears..."  Arnold Schwarzenegger was
not your typical PKD lead. Harrison Ford was pretty good, though.

So the question is, was PKD himself a little mouse, dominated by a
dark-haired woman? All of his wives were dark haired. As for him beating on
Tessa, he was also swallowing an entire drug store at the time. Of course
he was a monster...

Some day I've got to sit down and read Phil Sutin's bio of him.

Andy Patrizio
University of Rhode Island
Bitnet: pyc136@uriacc.bitnet
Internet: pyc136@uriacc.uri.edu
Usenet: uunet!rayssd!idsvax!andypo
UUCP: andypo@idsvax.uucp          

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 19:58:14 GMT
From: dougm@zip.convergent.com (Doug Moran)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL (Barbarisi) writes:
>Someone recently described PK Dick as a misogynist and a debate has ensued
>over who displays it more, PKD or Heinlein.  I can see sexism in Heinlein,
>but no misogyny (defined as hatred of women).  In all the PKD I've read
>I've seen no evidence whatsoever of either trait!  So, can anyone show
>some examples which illustrate misogyny in PKD's work AND which might lead
>one to believe that PKD himself was a member of the He-man's Woman-haters
>club?

I don't know about `mosogynistic,' but he certainly had a rather strange
and, in my opinion, dysfunctional view of women.  Our Hero's ex-wife in
CLANS OF THE ALPHANE MOON, for example, or several of the women in THE
THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRICH.  Deckard's wife in DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF
ELECTRIC SHEEP.  In fact, the only sympathetic female character that I can
think of off-hand is the one in THE UNTELEPORTED MAN.  But, to his credit,
Dick's female characters were high-powered and intelligent, even if they
were mostly unsympathetic.

Many of Dick's female characters are based on the women he knew in his
life, and some of the more unsympathetic seem to be based on Anne.  See
DIVINE INVASIONS for more information on this subject.

Doug Moran
pyramid!ctnews!zip!dougm
dougm@zip.Convergent.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 01:14:07 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com (Demosthenes)
Subject: Re: PKD Bashing time

PYC136@URIACC.URI.EDU (Andy Patrizio) writes:
> Anyway, as far as I've seen in PKD he had an obsession with dark-haired
> women both in real life and in his works. Melina and Pris of "Total
> Recall" and "Blade Runner" fame are two examples. Of course there are
> others; the

Small corrections: "Melina" was in Total Recall, which was not a creation
of Philip K. Dick's. The short story that Total Recall was inspired by,
"We Can Remember it For You Wholesale," on the other hand, was PKD.  Melina
was not even mentioned in "Wholesale."  And please, get it right, RACHEL
(Sean Young) had the dark hair, not Pris (Daryl Hannah).

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 04:36:01 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: PKD Bashing time

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu (Demosthenes) writes:
>PYC136@URIACC.URI.EDU (Andy Patrizio) writes:
>>Anyway, as far as I've seen in PKD he had an obsession with dark-haired
>>women both in real life and in his works. Melina and Pris of "Total
>>Recall" and "Blade Runner" fame are two examples. Of course there are
>>others; the
>
>Small corrections: "Melina" was in Total Recall, which was not a creation
>of Philip K. Dick's. The short story that Total Recall was inspired by,
>"We Can Remember it For You Wholesale," on the other hand, was PKD.
>Melina was not even mentioned in "Wholesale."  And please, get it right,
>RACHEL (Sean Young) had the dark hair, not Pris (Daryl Hannah).

Yes, hardly any of Total Recall is PKD - it's a real butchery of the story.
However (PKD trivia time) the *original* Pris, Pris Frauenzimmer from "We
Can Build You", is *the* dark-haired girl figure of PKD's SF, in my
opinion.  I'd say Rachel is a relatively uninteresting example of the type.
(Though she is one of about, what, four? characters named "Rachel".  Phil
must have really liked that name.)

Somebody should compile a list of "Dick archetypes" - the Dark-Haired Girl,
the Schlemiel, the Boss, the Ubermensch, the Phil, the Anne, the Wise
Alien, etc.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 04:53:17 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: PKD Bashing time

PYC136@URIACC.URI.EDU (Andy Patrizio) writes:
>His male leads were usually very cowed and submissive, while these women
>were shrews. That especially holds true for Lars Powderdry in Zap Gun.
>Lilo Topchev and Maren Fain drove him crazy. The only strong male lead he
>ever created was Jason Taverner in "Flow My Tears..."

Not really.  What about Glen Runciter (Ubik), Leo Bulero (Palmer Eldritch),
Ted Benteley (Solar Lottery), Arnie Kott (Martian Time-Slip), Walt
Dangerfield (Dr. Bloodmoney), Gino Molinari (Now Wait for Last Year), etc.

>So the question is, was PKD himself a little mouse, dominated by a
>dark-haired woman? All of his wives were dark haired. As for him beating
>on Tessa, he was also swallowing an entire drug store at the time. Of
>course he was a monster...

He wasn't a monster, but he also wasn't a mouse.  He and his third wife Ann
had bad fights (they hit each other) and he was capable of rages that
lasted for years (over Ann's abortion, for instance).

>Some day I've got to sit down and read Phil Sutin's bio of him.

You should.  If you do, check out his (that is, PKD's) account of the
*three* kinds of male leads - the schlub you describe, the competent
protagonist, and the sometimes-good sometimes-evil "Ubermensch" and the
ways that they interact dramatically.  It's revealing.  (And it's
*Lawrence* Sutin, btw.)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 04:59:33 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: PKD Bashing time

PYC136@URIACC.URI.EDU (Andy Patrizio) writes:
>So the question is, was PKD himself a little mouse, dominated by a
>dark-haired woman? All of his wives were dark haired.

Ooops, missed this first time around.  A small correction: wives 1 and 3
(Jeanette and Ann) were blond and fair.

(To those who think all this messing around in PKD's life is silly:
ordinarily I'd agree wth you, but in this case his life formed the stuff of
his work in startlingly clear ways.  In the matter of women, the
Dark-Haired Girl motif and his struggles with Ann are very important, as he
acknowledged.)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 04:29:50 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: PKD Bashing time

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu (Demosthenes) writes:
>PYC136@URIACC.URI.EDU (Andy Patrizio) writes:
>> Anyway, as far as I've seen in PKD he had an obsession with dark-haired
>> women both in real life and in his works. Melina and Pris of "Total
>> Recall" and "Blade Runner" fame are two examples. Of course there are
>> others; the
>
>Small corrections: "Melina" was in Total Recall, which was not a creation
>of Philip K. Dick's. The short story that Total Recall was inspired by,
>"We Can Remember it For You Wholesale," on the other hand, was PKD.
>Melina was not even mentioned in "Wholesale."  And please, get it right,
>RACHEL (Sean Young) had the dark hair, not Pris (Daryl Hannah).

Rachel and Pris were of the same model in Dick's book; they had identical
appearances.  I don't recall if there's even an accurate description (e.g.
hair color) of them, though.

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 12:28:16 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu
Subject: Re: Anything new by Duane, Cooper or Hodgell?

nrcarl@ac.dal.ca writes:
> I'm trying to find out if 2 authors which I loved to read when I was
> about 13(which was about 9 years ago, har de har) and I've been unable to
> find much by them:
> Diane Duane, since "Door into fire"
> Susan Cooper, anything since the "Dark is Rising" cycle

Diane Duane has published quite a few things since _Door into Fire_: _Door
into Shadow_ (a sequel which you may have read; on the Blue Jay label, I
think); a trilogy for juveniles, which should not prevent any adults from
reading them: _So You Want to Be a Wizard_, _Deep Wizardry_, and _High
Wizardry_ (all of them out in Dell, I think, by this time); and several
_Star Trek_ novels: _The Wounded Sky_, _My Enemy, My Ally_, _Spock's
World_, _The Romulan Way_, and _Doctor's Orders_.

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------
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               Reeves (2 msgs) & Smith & Wurts & Zelazny (2 msgs) &
               Request Answers (2 msgs) & Story Request
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Date: 31 May 91 03:24:36 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: Hawke's Time Wars

Time Wars #12 is now on the bookstore shelves: _The Six-Gun Solution_.  it
is being billed as "the explosive conclusion to the series..."

It's Wyatt Earp in 1881 and just about everyone else.

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

From: telly!masnet!rose!larry.hadley@zoo.toronto.edu (LARRY HADLEY)
Subject: Timewars
Date: 29 May 91 04:45:00 GMT

IB2OZOOW@MIAMIU.BITNET writes:
>>Has anyone read the Time wars series by Simon Hawk? any opinions.
>
>So, do any of the rest of the loyal followers think Lucas and Andre will
>get together in the next book?

Pity. Lilliput was great. DEFINITELY order it as soon as possible - the
earlier ones are no longer in print. I, fortunately, have all *12* in my
collection.

Number 12 - the *FINAL* Time Wars novel resolves the possible romantic
situation between Andre and Lucas (sort of). Look for _The_SixGun_Solution_
Now In Stores Near You.

Without giving too much away, we get the SOG, the Network, TIA (First
Division), and Drakov all in one "place" - surprising conclusion. Obviously
the situation between the alternate timeline and "our" timeline is
resolved.

The Timewars series has got to be one of my favourites - I've always
enjoyed a good Time Travel yarn, and the Time Wars series rates right up
there. I have suprisingly few complaints about the technical areas, they've
been well thought out. The concept of Zen physics is particularly
interesting.

I _am_ kind of glad that the series is being ended, though.  About #10 I
started getting a little bored with the basic predictability of the
plotline. (Our favourite team goes on mission, encounters difficulties,
discovers the crisis is entirely different than they expected, followed by
the obligatory final battle.) _Cleopatra_Crisis_ *almost* qualified as a
yawner.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 00:09:00 GMT
From: repnomar@elaine33.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Anything new by Duane, Cooper or Hodgell?

nrcarl@ac.dal.ca asks about:
>PC Hodgell, since "God Stalk"

Well, there's a sequel to _God Stalk_ - _Dark of the Moon_, which came out
a few years ago.  I'm sure it's out of print now, but you may be able to
find it used.  Hodgell has been unable to find a publisher for the third
book in the series, though I believe the book is finished.  I know some
people who have talked about starting a letter-writing campaign to various
publishers about this.

There are also a couple of related stories about the characters of _God
Stalk_.  One is collected in _Imaginary Countries_, which is a pretty good
collection of fantasy short stories.  I think the story is called "Stranger
Blood."  Another story _not_ related to _God Stalk_ was bought by Harlan
Ellison, but I don't know if it has seen print.  It may be intended for
inclusion in _The Last Dangerous Visions_, so who knows if we'll ever see
it.

I think there may be a PC Hodgell "authors choice" anthology from
Pulphouse, containing some of these stories, but I could _very well_ be
wrong about this.

Also, if you're really a diehard, she has an essay in _Women of Vision_, a
book of essays by women science fiction and fantasy writers, edited by
Diane Du Pont.  There are some good essays in it, but beware the
bibliographies - they contain numerous errors!

Janet 
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 19:39:34 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: WildCards?

   As I understand it, the Wildcards series has a book out every 6 months.
Does anyone know if vol. 9, "The Jokertown Shuffle" is coming out in June?
Or who's writing #9? Just curious.

Jonah

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 00:02:58 GMT
From: glenn@suphys.physics.su.oz.au (Glenn Geers)
Subject: Tim Powers - has he written more?

Hi,

I'm a big Tim Powers (and Roger Zelazny, but save that for later) fan and
have the following books:

The Drawing of the Dark
The Anubis Gates (One of the best books I've read. Buy it!)
Dinner at Deviant's Palace
On Stranger Tides
The Stress of Her Regard (bought last Saturday!)

Question is: Am I missing any of his work?

Thanks in advance.

Glenn Geers
Department of Theoretical Physics
The University of Sydney         
Sydney NSW 2006 Australia        	
+61 2 692-3241
glenn@qed.physics.su.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 03:10:45 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

glenn@suphys.physics.su.OZ.AU (Glenn Geers) writes:
>The Drawing of the Dark
>The Anubis Gates (One of the best books I've read. Buy it!)
>Dinner at Deviant's Palace
>On Stranger Tides
>The Stress of Her Regard (bought last Saturday!)
>
>Question is: Am I missing any of his work?

You're missing: 
   An Epitaph in Rust
   Forsake the Sky
   Night Moves
   The Way Down the Hill

I've never seen any of these but they're supposed to exist.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 07:56:31 GMT
From: tucker@tahoe.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi) writes:
>glenn@suphys.physics.su.OZ.AU (Glenn Geers) writes:
>>The Drawing of the Dark
>>The Anubis Gates (One of the best books I've read. Buy it!)
>>Dinner at Deviant's Palace
>>On Stranger Tides
>>The Stress of Her Regard (bought last Saturday!)
>
>>Question is: Am I missing any of his work?
>
>You're missing: 
>   An Epitaph in Rust
>   Forsake the Sky
>   Night Moves
>   The Way Down the Hill
>
>I've never seen any of these but they're supposed to exist.

Forsake the Sky (The Skies Discrowned originally) An Epitaph in Rust were
both prints from Laser Books numbers 28 and 47)
	
Forsake the Sky was "tightened up" and reprinted in 86 by Tor; An Epitaph
in Rust was reprinted by NESFA Press (New England SF Assoc.)  and was still
available last year (mine is #916 out of a 1000 copy printing, so...)
   NESFA Press
   Box G, MIT Branch P.O.
   Cambridge, MA 02139-0910
(This is just where I bought mine, NOT an intentional advertisement :)

I had no idea about the other two.  Guess I'll have to start hitting the
used bookstores again.

Any news of upcoming Powers?

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 21:50:20 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: The Shattered World

clarkej@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Jon Clarke) writes:
>Has anyone read The Shattered World by Michael Reeves ( I think ) ?  What
>do you think of it ?
>
>Has this author written anything else ?

Marvelous book. It had a very creative spin.

He wrote a sequel, The Burning Realm, which was so-so.  And co-authored
DragonWorld, which I haven't read.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com (apple!netcom!doug)
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 21:20:21 GMT
From: dplace!djl@pacbell.pacbell.com (Dave Lampe)
Subject: Re: The Shattered World

clarkej@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Jon Clarke) writes:
>Has anyone read The Shattered World by Michael Reeves ( I think ) ?
>What do you think of it ?

I enjoyed it enought to read the other books by him that I could find.

>Has this author written anything else ?

The ones I know of are
   Darkworld Detective - 1982 (by J. Michael Reaves)
   The Burning Realm  - 1988 (Sequel to The Shattered World)
   The Omega Cage - With Steve Perry

Dave Lampe
{ames | lll-tis | sun | pyramid}!pacbell!dplace!djl

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 00:53:44 GMT
From: TFNAABK@calstate.bitnet (Cal Hylton)
Subject: Cordwainer Smith

Does anyone know the status of the supposedly soon-to-be published
Cordwainer Smith collection?  I heard it is being assembled by his widow.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 12:55:43 GMT
From: arthurr@megrez.crd.ge.com (Rick B Arthur)
Subject: Re: Janny Wurts

maxdemon@wam.umd.edu writes:
>Recently I've read books by Janny Wurts and Raymond E. Feist Daughter of
>the Empire) and I was interested in other books written by Janny Wurts.
>I've read Sorcerer's Legacy and enjoyed it very much. I was wondering if
>anyone knows if she has written any other novels. I have heard mention
>about series?  called Cycle of Fire, but have been able to find any of
>these books.

Cycle of Fire is among the most interesting SciFi/Fantasy I've read.  If
you liked Sorceror's Legacy, you should try real hard to get these.  You
probably can order them. (I don't think they are out of print).  Janny
Wurtz is also an artist (as in painter) and does her own covers.  The cover
of the third book is enough motivation to buy it!

   Stormwarden
   Keeper of the Keys
   Shadowfane

Rick Arthur
arthurr@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 14:30:09 GMT
From: cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky)
Subject: Re: Zelazny's "Dream Master" amazes me...

   There are several items that might help clarify Zelazny's story "He Who
Shapes"/_Dream Master_.

(SPOILERS)

   First is the connection between the "student's" name of Eileen Shallot
and the poem "The Lady of Shallot".  This poem describes a medieval Lady
who is waiting to be rescued by a knight.  She has a magic mirror through
which she searches out her Knight in Shining Armor.  This ties into the
persistent image of Render as the Knight which Eileen enforces during the
dream sessions.

   Another parallel is the story of Tristan and Isolde.  Briefly, this
couple take a love potion even though Isolde is plegded to marry Tristan's
Lord.  They are trapped in a hopeless love.  The end of the story concerns
Tristan awaiting Isolde as he lies on his death bed.  He has sent a ship
for her and has told his sailing master to display white sails if Isolde is
coming and black if she is not.  This connection is directly referred to at
the end of the story.

   Upon reading the story with these connections in mind, I think there is
no doubt that Render is lost in a schizophrenic delusion.  He is awaiting
his true love to come to him and refuses to listen to the the other shaper,
who is trying to take control of the delusion by controlling the color of
the sails.  Render is too strong for him and the shaper must escape before
he too is drawn into the "dream."

   As to the Tragic Flaw of Render, this is open to interpretation.  I have
heard the argument that Render suffers from the same problem as
Represantative Harrison, the patient at the beginning of the story, does;
needing to be recognized for his accomplishments, Render will use any means
to gain notice, even the training of someone that the rest of the
professional community (i.e. Bartlymetz (sp?)) considers untrainable.
   Also are Render's preoccupation with suicide and his inability to let go
of his wife's death.

   I think (purely opinion here) that Render's need for recognition is what
led him to accept Eileen's proposition - sort of his Achilles's Heel, while
his unconscious desire for suicide led him to ignore the many danger signs
(Eileen repeatedly taking control of the sessions) and continue on the path
of dissolution.

   Zelazny combines several threads to weave this story, and the
recognition of the threads adds to its depth.  This is true of much of his
early work (A Rose for Ecclesiastes (sp?) particularly) and he was known
for his literary allusions.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 10:55:40 GMT
From: pjj@cs.man.ac.uk (Pete Jinks)
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Eye of Cat *spoilers*

robl@hpnmdla.sr.hp.com (Rob Laddish) writes:
>I recently read Zelazny's "Eye of Cat" and found it interesting, but with
>a very confusing ending. ... My impression was that the main character
>survived the final battle (with what? himself?) and that perhaps his old
>enemy "joined consiousness" with the guy who died.  However, I am very
>confused. (and a little disappointed)

MEGA-SPOILERS !

For me, the whole book was about the alienation of the major character
(WBS) from his Navajo origins, partly because of time-dilation effects of
space travel, partly because he has seen so much more of the universe,
partly because of guilt over what he had done to the Cat. He is so affected
that (apparently for other reasons) he makes a near-suicidal pact with the
Cat. In fact, the whole middle part of the book, about defeating the alien
assassin, seems to me to be just a (well written and exciting) way of
setting WBS up for the final part of the book.

The final part, where he fights the Cat and something else, is his last
chance to regain his mental balance. The hunt for/by the physical Cat is
the trigger that allows him to recover his deepest, most focussed, most
survival oriented instincts. Otherwise the Cat is just a distraction from
the real fight, in which he beats his own "dark side" (initially appearing
as past enemies that could have killed him, but eventually making its real
nature known - his own self-destructive feelings) and mentally reintegrates
only to (nearly?) die.

The first time I read it, I thought he had died.
   "And that is all that he knows"

On rereading, I am sure that he lived
   "At first Ironbear could not tell whether he was breathing..."
and was mentally rebalanced/content
   "he has entered his double and his double has entered him, that
   he has fused with the divided one, that the pieces of himself,
   scattered, have come home, have reassembled, that he has won..."
   the "smiley" he drew in blood, and the final hymn/poem:
   "...
   My only enemy, my self, reborn,
   is also the dancer.
   ..."

For me (although I was somewhat disappointed when I believed WBS was dead -
could being reborn only to die be a triumph? (maybe the aliens in The
Changer and Three aren't so alien after all)) it is the way that Zelazny
hints at the more important things that are going on below the surface that
makes this and many of his other books so memorable. He shows you what is
happening, as clearly as he thinks necessary, rather than telling you. And
some of those hints and somehow poetic phrases still send a thrill through
me!

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 22:20:26 GMT
From: gordon@cs.ualberta.ca (Gordon Atwood)
Subject: Re: Looking for a book reference...

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>same. In either case, I want to know the name of VOR's author.

Haven't read it for years, so I'm not sure it is the same one (but it
probably is).  Author is James Blish.  Published circa 1958.

G.H.A.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 20:26:00 GMT
From: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu ("J. SCOTT WEAVER")
Subject: Request Answer

Iain Jameson asks about a short story:
>There were two main plots. The first had a poet sentenced to suspended
>animation for writing antisocial/pacifist poetry. When he wakes up, all
>life was dead.
>
>The second plot happened after this. The world was at war against a
>dictator. He loses and decides to hide underground in suspended animation
>for a couple of centuries. Something goes wrong and he to wakes up in the
>far future.
>
>Cannot remember any more of the story. I would appreciate it if someone
>knows the story.

This must be "Exile of the Eons" by Arthur C. Clarke.  I found a copyright
date of 1950, but it has been reprinted many times since then.  A good
example to show why Clarke is a favorite of mine.  Now if he would only
learn when to let a novel end (Rama, Against the Fall of Night, 2001, ...).

J. Scott Weaver
Geology Department                 
Alfred University	            
Alfred, NY 14802                   
607-871-2203
Bitnet:    fweaver@ceramics
Internet:  fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 21:10:26 GMT
From: benjy@benjy.cc.vt.edu (Ben E. Cline)
Subject: Story Identification Request

Can you identify the following novel?  I read it in the late sixties, but
it could have been old already by then.  PLEASE REPLY TO ME VIA E-MAIL, AND
I'LL POST THE STORY IDENTITY TO THE NET.  Here's all I remember:

The hero and heroine are being pursued by an evil alien.  At the end of the
story, the alien has them cornered, so the hero reaches up and covers a
gland behind his ear.  This action results in a time loop with all the
events in the story repeating indefinitely.  Finally, another alien race
sees the time loop and comes to the rescue.

Ben Cline
Virginia Tech
benjy@vtvm1.cc.vt.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 3 Jun 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 223

Today's Topics:

               Administrivia - Archives,
	       Books - Anthony & Cherryh (3 msgs) & Cooper &
                       Ellison & Kurtz (2 msgs) & Lindsay

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 3 Jun 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users:

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

The files in the archives are generally too large to send through normal
mail so please do not ask for copies to be sent to you through
mail.  If you cannot access the archives through one of the methods given
above, then, for the present, you will not be able to gain access to these
files.  

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
   24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   12 star-blazers.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  66 star-trek-tng.guide       [updated with fourth season episodes]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   64 amber.parody          [parody of the Zelazny's Amber series]
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt              [updated as of February 1]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  Many of the authorlists have recently been updated.  The
complete set of authorlists are also available in the main archive
directory in convenient unix compressed tar format as sf-authors.tar.Z
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 05:27:44 GMT
From: s142088@muttly.ucdavis.edu
Subject: Piers Anthony

Hi people!

I have never read any books by Piers Anthony before, but have heard that
his books are great.  I could use some (lots of?)  help choosing a good
book to begin with.  Anybody have any suggestions?

Also, I know that he has written MANY books, and everytime I go to the
bookstore, it is all in a huge mess.  I can never figure out which book
goes with which series, etc.  Can somebody please send me a listing of all
his books, organized by series, and listed in order?  I would like to use
this list as reference when I go to the bookstore.

Please reply to the email address below.

Thanks.

Stella
skchin@ucdavis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 08:18:02 GMT
From: davel@hfnet.bt.co.uk (Dave Linton)
Subject: Re: Technological innovation in Cherryh's universe

Much as I enjoy Cherryh's books, two things bother me:

   1. Can anyone explain the layout of her stations, in particular, the
      docks?  Do the ships lie in cradles with their long axis parallel to
      the station's spin axis? Do they hang from the rim of the station
      below the floor of the dock? Any other suggestions?

   2. In the Chanur series (which presumably takes place in the same
      universe as the rest of her books, how is it the Compact(?) seem to
      have developed exactly the same space-faring technology as humans,
      right down to the very similar stations and human ships being able to
      dock on those stations?

Dave Linton

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 04:07:22 GMT
From: rob@rainier.eng.ohio-state.edu (Rob Carriere)
Subject: Re: Technological innovation in Cherryh's universe

davel@hfnet.bt.co.uk (Dave Linton) writes:
>Much as I enjoy Cherryh's books, two things bother me:
>
> 1. Can anyone explain the layout of her stations, in particular the
>    docks?  Do the ships lie in cradles with their long axis parallel to
>    the station's spin axis? Do they hang from the rim of the station
>    below the floor of the dock? Any other suggestions?

They stick their noses into cones that are positioned on the `side' of the
station (i.e. what would be wall if you're inside) such that the long axis
of the vessel is parallel to the station's spin axis.  Someone needs to
explain the concepts of torque and dynamic balance (not to mention inertial
stability - the battle ship in the mri books is a mile long!) to Cherryh.

> 2. In the Chanur series (which presumably takes place in the same
>    universe as the rest of her books, how is it the Compact(?) seem to
>    have developed exactly the same space-faring technology as humans,
>    right down to the very similar stations and human ships being able to
>    dock on those stations?

Exactly.  :-)

Actually, jump drive etc. is understandable.  If that's the way physics
works, that's the way physics works.  That the plumbing in a human vessel
is compatible with that in a Compact ship, is strong evidence of divine
providence :-)

(Anybody thought about the likelihood of humans and Hani being able to
digest each other's food, btw?)

If you want another fun nit, in the scene where the Pride's jump drive
fails (Chanur's venture) and they have to do final braking on the mains,
well, that only takes 150 g or so...

Cherryh's writing seems very nitty-gritty realistic, but her physics
actually are quite weak.  You have to pay close attention to catch her,
though. (She should go into politics? :-) I do like her books, though (I'd
much rather have a strong, well-told story than a hardware manual with
cardboard people lost in its pages.)

SR

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 02:32:54 GMT
From: mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy)
Subject: _Heavy Time_ by C.J. Cherryh

I glad I shelled out the bucks for Cherryh's new book, _Heavy Time_.  A few
things were familiar from earlier novels - phrases, certain character
traits but, not enough to distract my attention for very long.  It was
absorbing and I finished it within a day.  It takes place in and around the
asteroid belt near Earth.  The time frame is probably ~30 years before the
events in _Downbelow Station_ (or maybe 130 years).  There is a Fleet ship
being readied near the station whose designation is ECS5 which is the
Norway's.  The dating in the book is `23 (no century) but since _Downbelow_
begins in 2352, I'm assuming _Heavy Time_ takes place in 2323.  Signy
Mallory's second is named Graff and a char- acter with the same name
briefly appears in the book.

Melita
mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 12:28:16 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu
Subject: Re: Anything new by Duane, Cooper or Hodgell?

nrcarl@ac.dal.ca writes:
> I'm trying to find out if 2 authors which I loved to read when I was
>about 13(which was about 9 years ago, har de har) and I've been unable to
>find much by them:
> Diane Duane, since "Door into fire"
> Susan Cooper, anything since the "Dark is Rising" cycle

The only thing I've seen by Susan Cooper since _The Dark is Rising_ stuff
is _Seaward_, which is a fantasy, and _Dawn of Fear_, which is not.

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 18:23:17 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Ellison's "Croatoan" (was Re: PK Dick and Misogyny)

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>Harlan Ellison also wrote a story that could easily be interpreted as
>"anti-abortion".  I don't recall the title, but it was about the aborted
>babies flushed down the john growing up in the sewers and riding around on
>alligators.

The story was "Croatoan," which originally appeared in THE MAGAZINE OF
FANTASY & SF in '75 or so and was collected in STRANGE WINE (1978).

Ellison observes that pro-choice folks think this is an anti-abortion story
and pro-life think it's a pro-abortion story.  It's neither.  It's a
pro-*responsibility* story which is really better than either.  If everyone
behaved responsibly wrt reproduction, most abortions would never happen.

As Ellison remarks in his Introduction to the story, the day after writing
it he went out and had a vasectomy.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 05:46:51 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz's latest

amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis) writes:
> K. Kurtz's latest book is _The Adept_ which she co-authored with someone
> else whose name escapes me.  This is not a Deryni novel at all, but takes
> place in modern day England.  It's a good story although slightly
> unsatisfying in terms of character development.

The name of the co-author is Deborah Turner Harris.  Do you know what the
name of the next book in the series is?  I like this book, but I hate it
when they just say "the first in a new series".  What good is that, if they
don't tell you what the rest of the books in the series will be?

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 19:20:01 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Leanne Phillips)
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz's latest

deveaux@tramp.Colorado.EDU (Kerovan) writes:
>I've heard whispers of a book possibly called _King Javan's Year_ that

That's what it's called in _Deryni Magic_...

>is supposed to follow shortly after _The Harrowing of Gwynnedd_.  It seems
>fairly obvious what it is going to be about, at least for anyone who has
>read all of the Camber books.  Also, anyone who has noticed the family
>trees in the back of the books has probably realized that Kurtz has got
>some very specific deaths in mind for most of her characters, and that
>some of them will be taking place during the next 3 years chronology-wise
>in the books.

Yeah, I've noticed that... :-) There are some interesting things in those
family trees.  For instance, I've always found it very interesting that
Joram MacRorie, Ansel MacRorie, and King Owain Haldane all died in the very
same year. Joram, of course, was quite old at the time, 70 years old.  But
Ansel was only 48 - not old at all, given how old Joram and Camber were
when they died (and we know Camber only died from battle, not old age, so
who knows how long he would have kept on living?).  And Owain - _he_ was
only 24; quite young indeed (especially for a Haldane. Didn't Nigel claim
the Haldanes were usually long-lived?).
  The _Deryni Magic_ trees are more interesting than the others (except for
the MacRorie one in _Camber the Heretic_, that one was much more complete
than any of the other ones used by her in the other books, and I liked that
full one much better) others meaning the ones in the other books, just to
clarify.  For instance, she finally put in the marriages of Conall and
Kelson so far (although she didn't include the young princess, Conall's
little sister, Eirian?  No, that sounds like the river name... Oh well.
:-) ).  And, looking at that same tree, there's something _odd_ about it.
If you look at the children-of-King-Donal one, it almost looks like it's
implying there's another child of Donal, even though we haven't been told
about it.  _Deryni Magic_ also says somewhere that there are Haldane family
members not included in the family tree, including some princesses.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 11:59:57 GMT
From: dahe@cl.cam.ac.uk (David Elworthy)
Subject: Re: David Lindsay question

loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu writes:
>The questions, therefore, are: does anyone:
>   1) know the name of the second Lindsay novel (and any others, if 
>      they exist);

I know of the following:
 The Violet Apple. Chicago Review Press 1976 (UK: Sigwick and Jackson,
1978, maybe other editions also.
 The Haunted Woman. Newcastle Forgotten Fantasy Series (US, I don't know
the date)
 Sphinx. Xanadu, London, 1988 (and earlier editions)
 Devil's Tor. No information on publishers.
 I've heard vague mention of some other books, but I have no details of
them.  In particular, I think there might be one called "The Adventures of
M. de Mailly", set in the same sort of time as "The Three Musketeers"; but
this might be a false memory.

>   2) have any knowledge or opinions of the quality of said novel(s);

I've read the first two of the above. They are both hard work and not very
rewarding - a considerable disappointment after _Voyage_. Both consist of
dull stories about romantic assignations amongst the English middle classes
of the 1920s, with a bit of supernatural stuff thrown in on top to keep the
plot chuntering along. Read them if you like, but be prepared for a
disappointment.  Having said that, they both do have moments where they
come to life and you see some of the magic of _Voyage_ shining through.

There are also a couple of critical works on Lindsay:
 Bernard Sellin: The life and works of David Lindsay. tr. (from French) by
Kenneth Gunnell. Cambridge University Press, 1981. I haven't read this one.

 J. B. Pick, et. al: The strange genius of David Lindsay. 1970 (UK: don't
know the publisher, but I think it's an obscure one!)
 This is a good and interesting book, not least for the insights it gives
into Lindsay's life. One anecdote I remember concerns the cause of his
death. In his later years, he developed a morbid fear of dentists, and
consequently when one of his teeth went bad he refused to have it attended
to. The consequence of this was that he ended up with gangrene of the jaw,
from which he died.  Sick? You bet.

David Elworthy

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 6 Jun 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 224

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Aldiss (2 msgs) & Anthony (8 msgs) &
                       Powers & Rawn (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 23:31:50 GMT
From: aterry@teknowledge.com (Allan Terry)
Subject: Hellaconia

Funny you should ask.  I read Helliconia a couple years ago but was just
thinking about it.  It's the kind of book that does that to you.
Micro-review: flawed but well worth reading

This is a trilogy on the really grand scale.  Not in heroic deeds and all
that, but in that the protagonist in some sense is the weather and great
climatic change.  Helliconia's basic premise is a planet with a very
elliptical orbit.  Through 60-70% of its 2500 year long "year" the climate
is ice age, just at the limit of survivability for humans.  The non-human
phagors just love it however...

The first book is set in Spring.  It is just barely possible for humans to
put together something resembling a civilization, partly helped because
somebody last cycle did enough social engineering to preseve a slight bit
of knowledge.  The second takes place in high summer and man's nature is
heavily influenced by the climate.  The last takes place at Winter
solistice.  Much of the world is falling apart again, Siborilia is held
together mostly by rich fuel resources and lots of repression.  (Part of
the story is a very interesting view on what slavery does somebody fron a
culture much like ours.)

I said it was flawed.  It is fantasy with the trappings of science fiction.
As much as I like the book, the science kept getting in the way.  There are
a lot of things I just couldn't let slide by.  And the whole Avernus thread
is just plain stupid without really contributing much.

Ignore all that, read the book anyway.  The writing is wonderful as are the
ideas.  While much of the tone is a bit cool in that people can be
secondary to the ecology, there is a very emotional content to the book
that endures.  I keep returning to the last book.  People have gotten far
enough that most know about the ice age to come, but not enough to do
anything about it.  Now put yourself in their place.  It is very human:
most try to ignore it, some try to deal with impending disaster, some go
religious.  All of his trilogy is filled with people you yearn to advise
from doing such harmful things.  But then you, the reader, are up on the
God-like scale of the weather, watching the folly of these little
creatures.

I thought it was a very good book.  Read it.  But if you want Aldiss' best
book read The Malacca Tapestry.  This is one of the books on my very short
list of "book in which the author made absolutely no mistakes"

Allan

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 23:49:38 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Subject: Re: Aldiss' Helliconia Trilogy

>Can I get some feedback on people's impressions of Aldiss' Helliconia
>Trilogy?

Helliconia Spring is an intriguing book that can stand on its own for its
grand sweep of plot and ideas.  The writing is adequate.  About halfway
through H. Summer, I found the story wearing thinner and thinner and my
pace of reading slower and slower, as I found other, more interesting
things to hold my attention.  By the time I finally finished, I didn't care
what might happen in the third book, and I just asked someone else to give
me a five-minute synopsis, to which my response was, Oh.  All of the more
significant plot lines could have been compressed into a really good story
under one cover, I think.  The trilogy isn't bad - it just shouldn't have
been a trilogy.  But I guess three books brings in more cash than one.  I
recommend reading only the first book.

Mark Longley

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 20:34:28 GMT
From: k052682@hobbes.kzoo.edu (James Brennan)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #223 (Anthony--reply)

s142088@muttly.ucdavis.edu writes:
> I have never read any books by Piers Anthony before, but have heard that
> his books are great.

In response to this I would like to ask a question.  Why do so many people
like Piers Anthony?  I find him juvenile to an extreme, his books are
filled with absurd sexual situations and sexism, and underneath it all I
have never found much of anything approaching literary pretensions in his
work.  If anyone would like to counter this (and I am sure that some of you
will in fact, I am counting on it) please do so.  In addition if you can
tell me of novels which he has written which don't fit with my ideas of his
'writing style' I would like to hear of them.

James Brennan

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 20:54:58 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #223 (Anthony--reply)

k052682@HOBBES.KZOO.EDU (James Brennan) writes:
>s142088@muttly.ucdavis.edu writes:
>> I have never read any books by Piers Anthony before, but have heard that
>> his books are great. 
>In response to this I would like to ask a question.  Why do so many people
>like Piers Anthony?  I find him juvenile to an extreme, his books are
>filled with absurd sexual situations and sexism, and underneath it all I
>have never found much of anything approaching literary pretensions in his
>work.  If anyone would like to counter this (and I am sure that some of
>you will in fact, I am counting on it) please do so.
 
 Why counter it? Your description of his books is accurate. Some people (in
fact, a great many, to judge by Anthony's following) simply enjoy that sort
of writing. Nothing inherently wrong with that. I know it's been said
before, but if you don't like the writing, don't read it.
 
 Also, keep in mind that Anthony writes to pay the bills. He's one of the
extremely lucky writers who can crank out several books a year and have
them all sell. Since he's in the business to feed himself and his family,
he'd rather write something that will bring in a big fat check than
something with "literary pretensions". He's written enough to know what a
large segment of the reading public wants, and he gives it to them.
 
 In short, I don't like his writing but can't begrudge him his method of
making a living.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 22:30:21 GMT
From: ccastcr@prism.gatech.edu (Chris Russo)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

s142088@muttly.Ucdavis.EDU (Miriya) writes:
>I have never read any books by Piers Anthony before, but have heard that
>his books are great.  I could use some (lots of?)  help choosing a good
>book to begin with.  Anybody have any suggestions?

Someone has been deceiving you!
Piers Anthony is worthless.  No, I take that back.  His writing is fine for
younger readers, i.e. junior high.  I used to read some of his works.  He
tends to write a couple of OK books in a series then drives his creation
straight through the floor.  If you are at a college reading level or
higher, skip over Piers Anthony.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 23:52:38 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

ccastcr@prism.gatech.EDU (Chris Russo) writes:
>s142088@muttly.Ucdavis.EDU (Miriya) writes:
>>I have never read any books by Piers Anthony before, but have heard that
>>his books are great.  I could use some (lots of?)  help choosing a good
>>book to begin with.  Anybody have any suggestions?
>
>Someone has been deceiving you!
>Piers Anthony is worthless.  No, I take that back.  His writing is fine
>for younger readers, i.e. junior high.  I used to read some of his works.
>He tends to write a couple of OK books in a series then drives his
>creation straight through the floor.  If you are at a college reading
>level or higher, skip over Piers Anthony.

I'm afraid I must concur with this.  Actually, his Xanth books are good for
laughs for a while.  His Blue Adept books are actually pretty good for the
first 2.  _On_a_Pale_Horse_ is quite good.  It's just a shame it's the
first in a series of 7, and the rest suck rocks.

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 03:05:37 GMT
From: skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

ccastcr@prism.gatech.EDU (Chris Russo) writes:
>Piers Anthony is worthless.  No, I take that back.  His writing is fine
>for younger readers, i.e. junior high.  I used to read some of his works.
>He tends to write a couple of OK books in a series then drives his
>creation straight through the floor.  If you are at a college reading
>level or higher, skip over Piers Anthony.

I disagree.  The Xanth books paled for me after the first few, granted.
Some of his other stuff is a little weird, also granted.

I really enjoyed _Macroscope_ and his collection _Anthonology_.  His short
story on torture ("On the uses of Torture" or something like that) therein
is one of the most wickedly depictive stories I've read.  His first book in
the Incarnations of Immortality series, _On a Pale Horse_ is outstanding,
even if the next six are much weaker.  I also liked the original Apprentice
Adept series (the first three).

We agree that his books tend to drift off after the first couple, but
worthless?  He has a gift (curse?) for puns that is present in more or less
all his books, and an astonishingly vivid imagination.

YOU don't care for him.  This makes him worthless?

A.E. Skaugset
University of Illinois
skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 02:20:24 GMT
From: mms@turing.toronto.edu (Michelle Sagara)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

First of all, I don't think it's a crime to read Piers Anthony.  The type
of fiction he writes obviously has a place, and an audience.

But now that I've made that clear, I've got two cents to throw into the
argument.  I don't like Anthony's writing.  I was asked to review Virtual
Mode for Quill & Quire, and as I had never read an Anthony book before
(although I've read quite a lot of light fantasy, fantasy, dark fantasy,
not to mention the various subgenres of sf) and came to it with as much of
an open mind as possible.

By page ten, I knew that had I not agreed to write the review, I wouldn't
have finished the book.  I'm not Anthony's target audience, and yes, I
think it does have something to do with age.  He often chooses to write
about adolescents, and in this particular book, about a teenage girl with a
near-suicidal bent.  This is fine.  Unfortunately, he has a certain sexism,
and a preoccupation with sex, that gets in the way of the story for me.

(an example of the former is Colleen's comment (paraphrased) that "blood,
sweat and tears" is appropriate for a man, but sweat is unfeminine, and
therefore ~{he contributes "blood and tears"; an example of the second is
that she's very surprised that someone hasn't even *tried* to look up her
skirt yet.  Oh yes, and at one part in the book, he supports the Judy Blume
problem - he actually states that a good-looking girl, and a plain girl,
can't possibly have anything more than a superficial friendship because
their differences are too great.)

This is reality for some people, and is probably an accurate reflection of
some teenagers and their concerns.  But it certainly isn't for everyone,
and if someone is asking for recommendations, they're going to get both the
positive and the negative.  The net certainly has room for both, doesn't
it?

Michelle Sagara
mms@turing.toronto.edu   
mms@gpu.utcs.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 04:25:06 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu (soren--Ms. Jackson if you're nasty)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #223 (Anthony--reply)

Anthony has written a few books with genuine (science-fictional) literary
pretensions.  Probably the best-known are *Macroscope* and *Chthon*.

On the other hand, Anthony is capable of telling only one story (the one
about the male adolescent misfit who saves the universe and simultaneously
brings a beautiful adolescent female to heel by dint of his superior
masculine integrity), and these two books are no exception, but he tried a
hell of a lot harder on these two.

I used to like Anthony a lot.  Then I got out of high school, started
reading a wider variety of stuff, made friends with a few real live
females, got laid, etc.  Coincidentally or not, at about this time I
stopped finding his books the least bit appealing.

Soren F Petersen
The University of Utah
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 15:03:52 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

   Without getting into a great debate over Piers Anthony.  I personally
rather like his stuff (and I am 20 years old).  I wouldn't call his stuff
worthless.  I stuff enjoy reading his stuff now and again.  Much of his
earlier works still stand out in my mind as some of the better science
fiction and fantasy that has EVER been written.  I'm talking really early
stuff, like pre-Xanth. (i.e. Macroscope, the Cluster trilogy (ignore the
last two))
   He's definitely started writing to a younger audience as of late, but I
still enjoy his books as LIGHT READING.  I don't expect him or any other
writer to reveal to me the secrets of the universe, but Piers Anthony is
still entertaining, some of his ideas are a bit contrived, but his stories
are still entertaining, and his characters are still just as easy to relate
to as ever.

Cliff Chen
raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 18:41:30 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

You can hit all the bookstores you want, but there's not much chance you'll
find them.  "Night Moves" and "The Way Down The Hill" are actually
novellas, and only about 500 copies of each were printed (they also had
introductions by James Blaylock (whom any Powers fan should recognize, and
a worthy author in his own right), and were signed by both Blaylock and
Powers).  I was fortunate enough to find 'Night Moves' in a library
collection here at UT, but I have yet to find 'The Way Down the Hill'.  I
was in touch with a collector a while back, who had a copy of it he was
willing to sell, but for a price I couldn't quite afford (such would be the
case anywhere, I suppose).

The collector I mentioned informed me that Powers' next project will be a
venture into the horror genre.  He got pretty close in _The Stress of Her
Regard_, but while that was still a good book, I liked it the least of his
works.  I should hope that his material will continue at it's current level
of excellence, but only time will tell.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 21:42:52 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

Has anyone else read Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Trilogy ?

(Dragon Prince, The Star Scroll, Sunrunner's Fire)

I enjoyed these and would welcome any comments anyone else has on them.

BTW, has anyone seen _Stronghold_, then first of Rawn's Dragon Star
series?  It's listed in the fronts of the books, but I haven't seen it in
the bookstores ...

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 00:02:51 GMT
From: BAG108@psuvm.psu.edu (Barb Gardner)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

Yes!  I have read this trilogy. I knew Melanie Rawn (in a roundabout way)
long before her works became professionally published, and this trilogy was
no disappointment!  These books are great, the plot is great, the
characters are complex, and she really knows how to bring everything to
live in brilliant yet not-at-all-tiresome detail. She really knows how to
get the reader wrapped up in the story.  I am looking forward to the next
book.

Barbara Gardner
The Pennsylvania State University
bag108@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 01:00:04 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Leanne Phillips)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>Has anyone else read Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Trilogy ?

Yes, in fact, I'm about halfway through the third book for the second time.

>(Dragon Prince, The Star Scroll, Sunrunner's Fire)
>I enjoyed these and would welcome any comments anyone else has on them.

I liked them, too, especially the first.  Sunrunner's Fire was, well, a bit
too depressing for me, especially right at the end.  I both am and am not
looking forward to reading Stronghold.

>BTW, has anyone seen _Stronghold_, then first of Rawn's Dragon Star
>series?  It's listed in the fronts of the books, but I haven't seen it in
>the bookstores ...

Sure have - it's in hardcover, has been for several months.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 30 May 91 15:55:00 GMT
From: RLWILLIAMS@gallua.bitnet (ROBERT L WILLIAMS)
Subject: Ray Bradbury

I wonder if anyone would like to comment on Ray Bradbury's status in the
world of SF. He was one of the first writers I read when I started on SF
and I still like his stuff; things like the Blue Bottle of Mars and the
Martian Chronicals are wonderful to me even upon re-reading.  I know some
others wrinkle their nose at the mention of his name. How could you not
like "All Summer in a Day?"

Robert L. Williams
Gallaudet University

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 19:06:18 GMT
From: tony@nexus.yorku.ca (Tony Wallis)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

Robert L. Williams (RLWILLIAMS@gallua.BITNET) wonders about:
>... Ray Bradbury's status in the world of SF. ...

Ray Bradbury is not your hard-core Larry Niven-type *science* fiction
author, but IMHO, he is a fiducial *fantasy* writer.  His best stuff is not
set in the far future or some totally alien environment but just a few
miles away in a small town in the mid-West.  (Of course, to some that *is*
totally alien :-) ) "Something Wicked This Way Comes" is my favorite.

Tony Wallis
York University
Toronto, Canada
tony@nexus.yorku.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 03:09:20 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury


Speaking of Ray Bradbury, has anyone read his _Dandelion Wine_? I had never
even heard of it up until a couple of weeks ago when I spotted it in a used
bookstore and considered picking it up. After that, everywhere I went,
there it was. It was in every other used bookstore in the city, the library
and all of the regular bookstores. Is it a good book? It looks interesting
but, considering all the other books I should be reading before I buy any
more, I was wondering if it was worth it (who knows, next week, it might be
missing in all those afore mentioned stores. :-) )

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 07:41:04 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

RLWILLIAMS@gallua.BITNET (ROBERT L WILLIAMS) writes:
>I wonder if anyone would like to comment on Ray Bradbury's status in the
>world of SF. He was one of the first writers I read when I started on SF
>and I still like his stuff; things like the Blue Bottle of Mars and the
>Martian Chronicals are wonderful to me even upon re-reading. I know some
>others wrinkle their nose at the mention of his name. How could you not
>like "All Summer in a Day?"

The people who "wrinkle their noses" at Bradbury are generally (though
certainly not exclusively) those who prefer to read nuts'n'bolts hard
science fiction rather than the elegant prose of Bradbury, who writes from
the heart rather than from the mind.

I had the pleasure to meet him last August in, of all places, London.  I
was in England on vacation, and he happened to be doing a signing at
Forbidden Planet while I was in London (I didn't think of it at the time,
but in retrospect I assume he was on his way to the Hague for Worldcon).
Since I didn't have anything for him to autograph, I waited until he was
done signing and stopped by to tell him how much I enjoyed his work, and we
chatted for about ten minutes about this and that.  Since he rarely attends
conventions that I'm likely to be at, I thought it was a fortuitous
circumstance that I should run into him by accident like that. He was
pretty much the only major sf/fantasy favorite of mine that I hadn't, up
until that time, met.

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>Speaking of Ray Bradbury, has anyone read his _Dandelion Wine_? I had
>never even heard of it up until a couple of weeks ago when I spotted it in
>a used bookstore and considered picking it up. After that, everywhere I
>went, there it was.

How odd. It's one of his most common books.
>Is it a good book? It looks interesting but, considering all the other
>books I should be reading before I buy any more, I was wondering if it was
>worth it

If you like Bradbury, you'll like DANDELION WINE. Be warned, however, that
it is *not* really science fiction or fantasy. Doesn't matter to *me*, but
it might matter to you.

>(who knows, next week, it might be missing in all those afore mentioned
>stores. :-) )

Doubtful. I would imagine that it hasn't been out of print for a couple of
decades.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 16:37:09 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

_Dandelion Wine_ is not science fiction or fantasy.  It is a book about
being a boy and growing up and learning about life and death.  It is set in
his Green Town universe, the idyllic midwestern small town that probably
never was.  I find it very moving.  Your mileage may vary.

Eric Pepke                                     
Supercomputer Computations Research Institute  
Florida State University                       
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4052     
INTERNET: pepke@gw.scri.fsu.edu
BITNET:   pepke@fsu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 19:25:15 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

   Ray Bradbury spoke at Johns Hopkins last year, and he was great!  At one
point he said "The most important thing in storytelling is imagination ...
all this New York-angst-intellectual stuff is a big bore." The writing
seminars majors who wear all black and think that Less Than Zero is the
greatest novel ever written shivered. Yay.
   I like Bradbury's stuff too. The Veldt gave me bad dreams as a kid.

Jonah

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 23:41:01 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

> Speaking of Ray Bradbury, has anyone read his _Dandelion Wine_? 

Truly wonderful story. FWIW, Bradbury recently wrote about Dandelion Wine
in a recent issue of EATING LIGHT.

>I believe it's closer to fantasy than SF, but it's closer still to
>mainstream.

This is true of most Bradbury. He's considered by many a SF writer, but
that really isn't true. If you want to count words, the majority of his
work is probably Horror.  He's also done quite a bit in the
Mystery/Detective area.

Even his definitive SF work - The Martian Chronicles, isn't very SF.  Parts
of it are clearly Fantasy, and the Mars he was writing about is a Mars that
was scientifically impossible at the time he wrote it. Other pieces ("Mars
is Heaven") are clearly horror. What SFnal pieces he uses he tends to use
for flavoring - they're generally wallpaper instead of the foundation.

He's one of those rare writers who seems to be able to simply ignore genre
walls and wander where he wishes, finding acceptance with whatever tribe he
feels like camping with. A fairly rare talent, unfortunately.

If he's anything, he's a writer of fable and allegory, and he wraps his
story in whatever trappings make the story work well.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 23:52:28 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Ray Bradbury

RLWILLIAMS@gallua.BITNET (ROBERT L WILLIAMS) writes:
> I wonder if anyone would like to comment on Ray Bradbury's status in the
> world of SF. He was one of the first writers I read when I started on SF
> and I still like his stuff; things like the Blue Bottle of Mars and the
> Martian Chronicals are wonderful to me even upon re-reading.  I know some
> others wrinkle their nose at the mention of his name. How could you not
> like "All Summer in a Day?"
 
   I didn't realize that Ray Bradbury *had* any status in the world of SF.
Outside of "THE FIREMAN," (Galaxy, 1952), which became "A SOUND OF
DIFFERENT DRUMS" on Playhouse 90, and later the novel "FAHRENHEIT 451," and
then the movie, "FAHRENHEIT 451," did he ever actually write any SF?  Or
did he construct Martian fantasy, mythos, unmatchably poetic speculative
fantabulation that was good enough to transcend the pulp ghetto and sell
itself to librarians the world over, simply on its own merits?
 
   Bradbury, by and large, isn't an SF writer.  He's a fantasy writer who
employs SF elements as part of the background.  (I still remember sitting
through a live stage play called "LEVIATHAN '99," in which Bradbury, to all
intents and purposes, stuck the STAR TREK crew into a space-going Pequod,
in search of a white whale analog in deep space.  The play was primarily a
vehicle for Bradburian poetry, and slightly more than sittable-through, but
still a bit of a shock to those of us who'd expected SF.)

   When you buy Bradbury, you buy Bradbury for the WRITING, for the Poe,
for the macabre, for the joy of Halloween; you read "SOMETHING WICKED THIS
WAY COMES" to see where modern writers like King and Lumley got their best
ideas, and see how well it was done in 300,000 words less, a quarter of a
century ago.  You don't buy Bradbury for the science, because he never
learned any.  (He didn't *need* to; the stories he had to tell weren't
dependent on science, but on human archetypes.)
 
   On the other hand, I sure wouldn't argue with the inclusion of something
like "THERE SHALL COME SOFT RAINS" in an SF anthology.  Go figure.

   And always remember Bradbury's approach to handling objections to
technical flaws:
 
    "This snotty kid came up to me at an SF convention.  He said:
 
    'Mr. Bradbury,  you know that part of the Martian Chronicles 
     where you have the moons of Mars rising on the wrong horizon?'
 
    Yes, I said?
 
    'Naaaaaaah.' 
 
    So I hit him."
 
   I.e. if a fantasy's good enough to stand on its own, you don't need to
be able to sell it as Science Fiction.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 21:14:23 GMT
From: johnf@apollo.hp.com (John Francis)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>Speaking of Ray Bradbury, has anyone read his _Dandelion Wine_?

Yes. Quite a few people have, actually.  Some of us have even read "Return
to Dandelion Wine" which describes his (Ray Bradbury's) feelings when he
returns to the neighbourhood where he grew up.  For those of you who
haven't yet read it, it can be found in the latest issue of Gourmet. And
yes, there is a recipe.  Dandelion Wine, of course.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 06:09:16 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>I didn't realize that Ray Bradbury *had* any status in the world of SF.
>Outside of "THE FIREMAN," (Galaxy, 1952), which became "A SOUND OF
>DIFFERENT DRUMS" on Playhouse 90, and later the novel "FAHRENHEIT 451,"
>and then the movie, "FAHRENHEIT 451," did he ever actually write any SF?
>Or did he construct Martian fantasy, mythos, unmatchably poetic
>speculative fantabulation that was good enough to transcend the pulp
>ghetto and sell itself to librarians the world over, simply on its own
>merits?
>
> Bradbury, by and large, isn't an SF writer. He's a fantasy writer who
>employs SF elements as part of the background.
[...]

I'm afraid to say that Bradbury's reaction to that snotty kid's obsession
concerning technical flaws is pretty much the same as my reaction to your
all-too-literal distinction between the genres of science fiction and
fantasy.

Yes, Bradbury is a science fiction writer. Many of his short stories fall
into the realm of sf: "Frost and Fire", "A Sound of Thunder", "Marionettes,
Inc.", "The Pedestrian", "The Veldt", et alia. The fact that he doesn't
account for the last little equation to support his science, or that he
uses poetic license to play with reality doesn't make his work any less
science fiction.

Also, though some would wish it otherwise, in the thirty years that I've
been involved in fandom, the term "science fiction" has generally been
intended to include fantasy; indeed, "science fiction" or "sf" has
traditional been thought of as simply shorthand for "science fiction and
fantasy".

One might argue that it *should* be the other way around, that science
fiction should be thought of as a subset of fantasy, but the working view
was largely due to the overwhelming dominance of science fiction, as
opposed to fantasy, in genre publishing. It was only with the fantasy
publishing boom that started in the late 70's that the two genres started
diverging.

Nevertheless, there are still many of us to whom the term "science fiction"
*still* implicitly includes fantasy, just as you're still going to find
most bookstores filing both genres together in one section of the store.

Or to point out an example even closer to home, the reason why you'll find
discussion of Eddings, Tolkien, Anthony, and other pure fantasy fiction
here in "sf-lovers".

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 14:21:44 GMT
From: csq29@seq1.keele.ac.uk (L.J. Barton)
Subject: Ray Bradbury (SF ?)

   Someone (I can't remember who) was espousing the cause that Bradbury is
not strictly (or even at all) an SF writer. Whilst I agree that he writes
much other stuff (Horror in particular) I would claim that books such as
Dandelion Wine and especially 'Something Wicked...' ARE SF, in that the
entire book is a time machine.

   By way of illustration: In SWTWC we are never actually told how old the
father is. Is he really old and feeble or is this merely his son's idea of
him (We all think our parents are ancient when we are ten, yet actually
they are just as old as we are now...often younger) ? IMHO this entitles
the book to an SF classisfication and Bradbury to his status as an SF
author. This is of course only my opinion.

(PS Remember to breathe when you read any of his books.  Particularly if
you sell lightning-rods)

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 09:46:31 GMT
From: shahar@shum.huji.ac.il (shahar BROVENDER)
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury

I would like to comment that Bradbury is NOT science fiction as I see it,
but rather a user of a (scientifically) fictional setting for literature.
In the "Toynbee Convector" some stories are not even using the science
fiction excuse.

The only writer I can try to compare to Bradbury (in the science fiction
arena, that is) would be Brunner, and then only in a very limited number of
books.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 18:50:29 GMT
From: dickson@nevada.edu (JON THUMIM)
Subject: Jennifer Roberson

Have any of you out there read the Chronicles of the Cheysuli?  It is an
incredible epic about a race of humans who are able to speak with animals.

It is fantasy and is up there with Eddings.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 18:30:23 GMT
From: marshall@wind55.seri.gov (Marshall L. Buhl Jr.)
Subject: The Voice of Planet Earth

I read "The Voice of Planet Earth" by Michael Tobias (I think) this weekend
and came away disappointed.  I enjoyed this book less than any I've read in
years.  I've never read anything by this guy before and will probably pass
on any of his books in the future.

It was touted as a novel on the cover, but I don't think I've ever read a
novel with less plot than this.  It seemed more like an essay on ecology to
me.  I think it came out last year.  It mentioned Exxon Valdez.

SPOILERS

The book was mostly about conversations and experiences shared by an
ecologist and a computer intelligence that claimed to be Gaia (goddess of
the earth and supposedly the intelligent sum of all life on Earth).

Gaia claims that Earth is the only planet in the universe that has life and
that man can't survive anywhere else.  Space travel is futile.  If we go
into space, we'll be raped by our robots.  I'm a little skeptical of these
claims.

I had a difficult time deciding what side of the fence the author/Gaia sat
on wrt many issues.  Is pollution bad or just a drop in the bucket and
quite natural?  I definitely got the impression that global thermonuclear
war is a major no-no.  Killing is natural.  Misery, starvation and death
are natural and make for good fertilizer.

I found it fairly boring and had a difficult time staying awake while
reading it.  I kept asking myself if it was worth it and hoped the ending
would be make up for the struggle.  It didn't.

Maybe I just didn't get it.  Did anyone find anything worthwhile about this
book?

Marshall

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 15:06:04 GMT
From: kerman@edinboro.edu
Subject: Book Request

Does anyone remember a book called _Lancelot Biggs, Spaceman_? I used to
read it in 7th grade, and break up in giggles (in study hall, of course). I
occasionally wonder if I would still find it funny. Leads to author name
would be appreciated. Incidentally, 7th grade for me is 1958.  (!!)

Judith Kerman
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
KERMAN@edinboro.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Heinlein (5 msgs) & Hinz (4 msgs) &
                        L'Engle (4 msgs) & Willis

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 14:46:49 GMT
From: haggart@crc.sofkin.ca (Ross Haggart)
Subject: Re: Heinlein wasn't sexist but he wasn't a great writer either

yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot) writes:
>*Rash Generalization Notice* it seems that the men who have read this book
>like it, the women not.  In fact, it adjusted my semi-neutral opinion
>downward.

As I said in a previous posting I generally like most of Heinlein's work
but have a problem with his portrayal of women.

As a counter to the Rash Generalization quoted above - I read _Glory Road_
on the recommendation of my sister who loved the book. I felt that it 
was a bare-bones version of the "Heinlein Novel" serving to simply
highlight the things I didn't like. In fact, it adjusted my semi-neutral
opinion of my sister's literary tastes downward. :^)

Ross

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 17:51:13 GMT
From: glover@sequoia.cray.com (Roger Glover)
Subject: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

Jennifer S Broekman writes:
> Speaking of the plot of JOB, can someone explain to me why the Chairman
> is necessary?  That's the only thing I dislike about the novel, the
> problem of a single supreme deity is merely moved up a notch.

Aaron writes:
> No, it's not "simply moved up a notch", it's displaced entirely.  As
> Jerry Farnsworth/Satan says: "For all I know, he (the Chairman or Mr
> Koshchei) may only be a corporal in the great T.O."  This implies to me
> that there is always someone higher up, ad infinitum.  Which probably
> makes it even worse than moving it up that single notch.

Francis Stracke writes:
> I'd call it better.  Why should there be anything uncreated at all in the
> cosmos?
> 
> To me, it's more aesthetic to have an infinite regression than a finite
> one: if it ends, you have to figure out why.
> 
> (Also, it implies that the people of this Universe may eventually fit
> into the divinity chain, and start making their own Universes.  :-)

I think Heinlein's implication, both here and in other places among his
later works, is that humans ARE in the divinity chain, and ARE creating
universes whenever they write fiction.  The "author as God over his
characters" sub-theme runs rampant through RAH's works from _Time Enough
for Love_ onward (possibly earlier).

I call it a sub-theme because it seems to be a corollary to the larger
solipsism theme (mentioned elsewhere on a related thread under the name
"pantheistic multiple-personality solipsism" or PMPS).

I myself am amazed at how much this sounds like Mormonism, which is
interesting since a discussion of Mormonism and SF was a prelude to this
and several other Heinlein threads recently.  Heinlein's exposition is
somewhat more satisfying, since it offers godhood now, not as "pie in the
sky, by and by."

Roger Glover
Cray Research, Inc.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 18:12:50 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman) writes:
>Speaking of the plot of JOB, can someone explain to me why the Chairman is
>necessary?  That's the only thing I dislike about the novel, the problem
>of a single supreme deity is merely moved up a notch.

Well, yes, it was, and the Chairman implied that there's another level
above him and this by implication deferred the question to an infinite
regress of Supremer Beings.

Sort of like Douglas Hofstadter's Djinn referring the problem to GOD: which
turns out to be another Djinn, or meta-genie, the "God Over Djinn," who has
to ask GOD, which turns out...

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 19:23:51 GMT
From: myers@hpfcdj.fc.hp.com (Bob Myers)
Subject: Re: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

>Speaking of the plot of JOB, can someone explain to me why the Chairman is
>necessary?  That's the only thing I dislike about the novel, the problem
>of a single supreme deity is merely moved up a notch.

There's no reason in _Job_ to assume that the Chairman was "supreme" - he
was merely the next step up the ladder.  I assumed that he was sort of the
local "branch manager."  Perhaps there IS a single "supreme" at the top of
the heap, but I don't think Heinlein ever said.

Bob Myers
HP Graphics Tech. Div.
Ft. Collins, Colorado
myers@fc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 23:06:48 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Re: JOB was Re: Oboy!  Heinlein wars!

In one of Dean Ing's collections, he wrote a story (I believe he said he
was writing under influence of Sturgeon) that has the concept of multiple
series of gods.  Can't remember the story (I think it's in High
Tension[?]), but it has the great line:

God explaining to high priest:
"Our gods tell us that their gods just lost a war."

That scene in Job always reminds me of that line.  I have to dig out my Ing
collection RSN.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 21:53:06 GMT
From: skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset)
Subject: _Paratwa_ by Christopher Hinz

I just finished _Paratwa_ by Christopher Hinz, the third book in the series
that started with _Liege-Killer_ and continued in _Ash Ock_.  I just wanted
to comment for anyone that had read the first two.  (No spoilers)

I very much enjoyed _Paratwa_.  LK was good, and AO was good, albeit a
weaker novel than LK, but _Paratwa_ is a real gem.

In _Paratwa_ the story that Hinz began is continued admirably.  In contrast
to most "third in the series" books, I think the plot holds up very well.
The characters are fresh and continue to develop.  What really impressed me
with _Paratwa_, however, were the plot twists.  Information comes to light
which explains a great deal (a very great deal) of the first two books.
This info was NOT foreshadowed, and is NOT necessary to understanding the
first two books, and yet "locks in" to the storyline completely and
flawlessly.

I couldn't put it down.  Here's hoping for a book four.

A.E. Skaugset
University of Illinois
skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 18:05:48 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: _Paratwa_ by Christopher Hinz

skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset) writes:
>I couldn't put it down.  Here's hoping for a book four.

Possible SPOILER.

I really liked these books and was annoyed as hell when Gillian died, but I
think that it was done in such a logical manner that bringing him back
would destroy the credibility of the series.

As to continuing with what's-her-name, I don't think that would be feasible
since the Os Ka Loq are gone, their telepathic material with them.  The
Earth system "reeks of the lacking", remember.

Alas, Empedocles and Gillian are dead.  I don't think there are any
significant conflicts left.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 19:53:05 GMTF
rom: skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset)
Subject: Re: _Paratwa_ by Christopher Hinz

plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown) writes:
>skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset) writes:
>>I couldn't put it down.  Here's hoping for a book four.
>
>Possible SPOILER.

>I really liked these books and was annoyed as hell when Gillian died, but
>I think that it was done in such a logical manner that bringing him back
>would destroy the credibility of the series.
>
>As to continuing with what's-her-name, I don't think that would be
>feasible since the Os Ka Loq are gone, their telepathic material with
>them.  The Earth system "reeks of the lacking", remember.
>
>Alas, Empedocles and Gillian are dead.  I don't think there are any
>significant conflicts left.

I would agree with you except for two points.  First, when I reached the
end of both _Liege-Killer_ and _Ash Ock_ I didn't see any obvious lead-ins
to the rest of the series.  I.e., I didn't know there was a sequel until I
found it in the library.  Second, there are plenty of dangling tidbits at
the very end of _Paratwa_.  Even though only what's-her-name is left (Damn,
what WAS her name, Susan?) she still has enough of Gillian left in her
"soul" that glimpses peek through.  The "hands of chaos" comment implies
this.  Now that we know it is possible to correct "arrhythmia of the whelm"
or however it's spelled, that *could* be used to create her tway, but I
think it would be derivative of Hinz.

Also, hints were dropped that with the Ash Ock out of the way,
technological advances could proceed to the point that the Earth could be
regenerated much faster than predicted.  And finally, the Os/Ka/Loq have
plans that span centuries.  They may be back.

However, I heartily agree that there is no *need* for a fourth book.
That's possibly what I like best about this series.

A.E. Skaugset
University of Illinois
skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 06:22:49 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: _Paratwa_ by Christopher Hinz

skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset) writes:
>Now that we know it is possible to correct "arrhythmia of the whelm" or
>however it's spelled, that *could* be used to create her tway, but I think
>it would be derivative of Hinz.

The problem was that this could only be done in a location that did not
"reek of the lacking."  On Earth, this was only on the Os Ka Loqship under
the Atlantic.  In my opinion, it would have a damn difficult time surviving
the nuclear devastation on Earth even under the ocean.

The other problem is that Empedocles and Gillian are gone, not backed into
the abstractness that E went into the first time.

"When that body expired, the monarch would be without habitation.  There
would be no place left for him to go.
   His last decision was an easy one.  he would end life as it had begun,
within the realm of the corporeal.
   Empedocles plunged back into the turmoil of Gillian's body, back into
the maelstrom of cellular disincorporation, back into the sanctifying
purity of mortal pain.
   And in those final moments of existence,...
   ...
   Empedocles's final thoughts were of THeophrastus.
   Now there is only one of us left."

These lines are what make me believe that Empedocles is gone.  Gillian is
definitely gone in the same way that Gillian's first tway (Christine?)  was
destroyed.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 02:30:40 GMT
From: jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman)
Subject: M. L'Engle's Time trilogy was Re: Piers Anthony

tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>I don't see that "any" book that does so has been.  L'Engle's Time Trilogy
>could be called somewhat lighthearted, it IS a children's book, but it's
>not being scorned by any means.  I don't think I've seen more than half a
>dozen negative comments about it in four years.

   Now there's a trilogy that gets better!  At least, IMHO, _A Swiftly
Tilting Planet_ is the best of the three.
   I just checked my copy of the list of L'Engle books which was posted
here not too long ago, and there's no mention of a book concerning Charles
Wallace after _A Swiftly Tilting Planet_.  Is Charles actually in only the
Time trilogy?  What happens to him?  Every once in a while (e.g. _House
Like A Lotus_, I think), someone mentions that he's doing
secret-high-security-govt- classified type stuff.  Anyone know what he's
doing?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 15:22:38 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu 
Subject: Re: M. L'Engle's Time trilogy

jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman) writes:
>tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>>I don't see that "any" book that does so has been.  L'Engle's Time
>>Trilogy could be called somewhat lighthearted, it IS a children's book,
>>but it's not being scorned by any means.  I don't think I've seen more
>>than half a dozen negative comments about it in four years.

   Of course, net news is read mostly by people above the age of 18, so
either most of them have read it or aren't going to.

>   Now there's a trilogy that gets better!  At least, IMHO, _A Swiftly
>Tilting Planet_ is the best of the three.
>
>   I just checked my copy of the list of L'Engle books which was posted
>here not too long ago, and there's no mention of a book concerning Charles
>Wallace after _A Swiftly Tilting Planet_.  Is Charles actually in only the
>Time trilogy?  What happens to him?  Every once in a while (e.g. _House
>Like A Lotus_, I think), someone mentions that he's doing
>secret-high-security-govt- classified type stuff.  Anyone know what he's
>doing?

   Well, for one thing, there's been two new books which take place in the
same world as the original Time Trilogy.

      Book 4 :  Many Waters
      Book 5 :  An Unacceptable Time

   So, maybe it does get worse, maybe it doesn't.  I haven't read them
myself, but I intend to.

Cliff Chen
raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 20:10:19 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: M. L'Engle's Time trilogy was Re: Piers Anthony

raleff@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU writes:
>Well, for one thing, there's been two new books which take place in the
>same world as the original Time Trilogy.
>
>   Book 4 :  Many Waters
>   Book 5 :  An Unacceptable Time

What exactly do you mean here by "same world?" _The Arm of the Starfish_,
_Dragons in the Waters_, and a few others whose names I've forgotten, are
definitely in the same world as _Wrinkle_ et al.  What's different about
these 2?

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 22:41:51 GMT
From: garvey@skybridge.scl.cwru.edu (Heather Garvey)
Subject: Re: M. L'Engle's Time trilogy

raleff@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU writes:
>jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman) writes:
>>I just checked my copy of the list of L'Engle books which was posted here
>>not too long ago, and there's no mention of a book concerning Charles
>>Wallace after _A Swiftly Tilting Planet_.  Is Charles actually in only
>>the Time trilogy?  What happens to him?  Every once in a while (e.g.
>>_House Like A Lotus_, I think), someone mentions that he's doing
>>secret-high-security-govt- classified type stuff.  Anyone know what he's
>>doing?
>
>   Well, for one thing, there's been two new books which take place in the
>same world as the original Time Trilogy.
>
>      Book 4 :  Many Waters

Entirely about Sandy and Dennys.

>      Book 5 :  An Unacceptable Time

Entirely about Polly O'Keefe. 

I wish I could say I really liked the non-Time-Trilogy books, but I can't.
They seem to have lost all of the fantasy part and become teen-novels. :/
Not that teen-novels are bad, but I'll take Cynthia Voight over L'Engle
anytime in that category....

   The TIme Trilogy stays true to itself, however. All the way through to
#5. I hope #6 will be about Charles Wallace as an adult....

Heather Garvey
garvey@scl.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 02:22:49 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Light Raid by Willis and Felice

I picked up _Light Raid_ by Connie Willis and Cynthia Felice (I hope I
remembered her name right) because it the only thing I've ever seen by
Willis besides her outstanding collecting _Fire Watch_.  However, since
this was a collaboration, I lowered my expectations somewhat.  It turns out
that was a wise move.

It's not that this is a bad book, in fact it's quite good for its genre
which is spy thrillers.  Unlike most spy thrillers, it's set some two
centuries into the future and there have been changes to the geopolitical
landscape.

This story takes place completely within North America and tells nothing
about what's happening outside.  However, it seems that both Canada and the
U.S. have broken up into smaller countries and some of them are at war with
others.  The war is between Quebec (the bad guys) and an alliance of the
Commonwealth (Western Canada) and the Western States.  However, Vancouver
Island is a separate entity which is neutral in the war.

Western Canada now has its own live-in monarch (King Peter) and the
government is now at Yellowknife, of all places.  His heir is Prince Miles
of Saskatchewan who is a character in the book (you never meet King Peter).
The Western States are a constitutional republic.

The main weapon used in the war is the batellite, a satellite with UV
lasers.  When an attack by a batellite is anticipated, the light raid
warning sounds and everone must go into a shelter.  This is gives the book
a slight flavor of the Battle of Britain (remember that "Fire Watch" takes
place during that battle) although this is largely lost in the
back-and-forthing of the spy thriller.

I won't go into the details of the plot since, like all spy thrillers, they
aren't especially memorable.  This book is worth the read if you have a few
hours to kill.

_Light Raid_ was published a couple years ago and I found it in the used
book store.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Films - Terminator 2 (4 msgs) & Lensman Anime (6 msgs) &
                 Dracula (2 msgs) & Akira (2 msgs) &
                 Star Wars (2 msgs) & The Quiet Earth (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 19:08:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Terminator 2

   Does anyone know who directed _Terminator 2_?  I'd like to think it was
James Cameron, but I doubt it.  I think he was going to try to get away
from sf films for a while.  Sequels not directed by the original director
aren't usually as good as the original.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 91 20:51:13 GMT
From: whitefox@eng.umd.edu (M. S. Pope)
Subject: James Cameron

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
> Also, does anyone know who directed _Terminator 2_?  I'd like to think it
> was James Cameron, but I doubt it.  I think he was going to try to get
> away from sf films for a while.  Sequels not directed by the original
> director aren't usually as good as the original.  

   TERMINATOR II: JUDGEMENT DAY is definitely directed by Cameron.  This
information has been published in various publications such as
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, PREMIERE, AND STARLOG.  This fact was also shown on
the television program, ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT.

   I believe Cameron was offered a substantial amount of money to direct
TERMINATOR II.  Around 5 or 8 million dollars, if I recall correctly (I may
be wrong), which makes a pretty attractive reason for him to return and
direct the sequel.

   As for myself, I'm not sure if I am looking forward to this movie or
not.  Yes, it has almost everybody involved in the first film returning,
but that $100,000,000 budget for the movie makes me feel a bit uneasy.  It
makes me wonder if they just spent that all on special effects and nothing
on the story.  However, since Cameron is such a good action director
(second only to George Miller, IMHO), I think Cameron could probably turn
any sow's ear into a silk purse. Anyways, we'll all be able to see the resu
lt for ourselves when it finally comes out.

M. Steven Pope
U. of MD

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 02:06:35 GMT
From: larryy@apple.com (Larry Yaeger)
Subject: Terminator 2

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>Also, does anyone know who directed _Terminator 2_?  I'd like to think it
>was James Cameron, but I doubt it.  I think he was going to try to get
>away from sf films for a while.  Sequels not directed by the original
>director aren't usually as good as the original.

You're in luck.  James Cameron is the director *and* he wrote the
screenplay from an original story.  Jim studied physics before he went into
film, and the new screenplay hangs together in both science and storyline
(provided you let him get away with time travel, natch).  The story is
really great, and knowing what a great director Jim is, you can bet the
film is going to be great too!

(Yes, as the above implies, I have read the screenplay.  But under no
condition will I give any information about it, except to state that IMHO
it's great, and that there will be some twists that almost no one could
have predicted.  Can't wait to see it this summer!!)

larryy@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 02:52:49 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Terminator 2

I just got back from the SW tour of Creation Con, and the news about
Terminator 2 is that the cost of the film up to the finished negative is
around $104 million.  That doesn't include making prints, advertising,
distribution costs, etc.  They said the final cost of the film is likely to
be around $125 million.  They said it'll have to be the 4th largest
grossing film ever just to break even...

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 15:26:22 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Lensman anime

A nearby theater is showing a flick called "Lensman" tonight, which, by the
look of the posters, is Japanese anime, "based on the novels of E.E. "Doc"
Smith."

Has anyone seen this, and is it any good?  Is the animation up to "Akira"
levels?

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 17:23:37 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Lensman anime

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>A nearby theater is showing a flick called "Lensman" tonight, which, by
>the look of the posters, is Japanese anime, "based on the novels of E.E.
>"Doc" Smith."
>
>Has anyone seen this, and is it any good?  Is the animation up to "Akira"
>levels?

   No, and no. This is a tragic parody of what it should have been.  The
Lensman Series was a space opera saga perfectly suited for Anime
adaptation, but the adaptation was done utterly without regard for the true
feel and plot of Doc's masterwork. WHY people tampered with what was a
perfectly good, smashing action yarn is beyond me, but tamper they did, and
the result is something that a true Doc Smith fan can only look at with
pain.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 91 18:21:16 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Lensman anime

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>A nearby theater is showing a flick called "Lensman" tonight, which, by
>the look of the posters, is Japanese anime, "based on the novels of E.E.
>"Doc" Smith."
>
>Has anyone seen this, and is it any good?  Is the animation up to "Akira"
>levels?

   Have you ever seen an adaptation that made you say 'Yes, *That's*
exactly as it should presented in this medium'? An adaptation that sends
you to your knees in mute admiration?

   The anime version of 'Lensman', alas, isn't in that catagory. It's that
dumb parts version, with gratuitous swipes from 'Star Wars',and pointless
*stupid* changes to the story. I'd say it was ghastly beyond belief, but
actually, not only do I have no problem believing an adaptation could be
that bad, I've come to expect it. It isn't as good an adaptation as the
movies 'Valmont', 'Turnabout'or 'Dune'.

James Nicoll		

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 91 06:23:40 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Lensman anime

Well, I actually SAW it.  This was not, of course, a very perspicacious
decision.  Considering the quantity of mail and news I read, proclaiming
"Lensman" an obscene degradation of the glorious epics of E.E. "Doc" Smith,
one might call it entirely foolhardy.  Yet I pressed boldly ahead.

Fans of E.E. "Doc" Smith will probably not want to read this posting.

The theater was packed.  With drunk, stoned undergraduates celebrating the
end of finals.  Hardly the optimum atmosphere for tasteful cinephilia.  Yet
I pressed boldly ahead.

The film opened with a page of blue text, detailing the galactic situation
at the time.  It seemed the Boskone Empire was up to its usual games;
torture, murder, and galactic conquest.  Only the noble Lensmen, armed with
the mighty power of the Lens, could stop them.

A couple of dorks behind me started cracking up at the bald-faced corniness
of this.  I turned and chastised them.  Not to protect the honor of E.E.
"Doc" Smith; indeed, I must admit that I have never so much as caressed the
holy pages of E.E. "Doc" Smith's the glorious epics.  But only to preserve
the fast-waning atmosphere of alien mystery.

Yet, five minutes later, I was laughing harder than the dorkiest of them.
The impetus was not the plot, which was only marginally cornier than, say,
"Star Wars."  (And, in fact, bore it much resemblance.)  But the dialogue
brought what otherwise would have been a merely cheesy film to unscaled new
peaks of camp.  "Fate has chosen YOU, Kimball Kinnison, to Free the
Universe from the Boskone Menace."

At least, I think it was camp.  I don't know how any translator, no matter
how illiterate, no matter how drunk, could have written conversations so
corny.  But even so, "Lensman" would still be one of the greatest works of
Bulldada produced by humanity.

And, besides, strewn amongst the corn, were nuggets of genuine weirdness.
The three-foot Mohawked alien rebel disco DJ, for example.  And the
animation was excellent.

"Lensman" is a film definitely worth seeing, but for all the wrong reasons.
 
Curtis

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 00:54:04 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Lensman anime

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>A nearby theater is showing a flick called "Lensman" tonight ...  Has
>anyone seen this, and is it any good?

Don't see this movie if you want E. E. "Doc" Smith.  Your brain will thank
you.

Hint: The film starts on an agricultural planet, where young farm boy Luke
Sk... oops, I mean Kimball Kinnison rescues a dying Lensman from a crashing
spacecraft.  Just before dying, the Lensman gives Kinnison his Lens.

I am not making this up.

Anyway, it gets worse from there.

Mike Van Pelt
...ames!vsi1!v7fs1!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 91 05:06:45 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Lensman anime

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>Hint: The film starts on an agricultural planet, where young farm boy Luke
>Sk... oops, I mean Kimball Kinnison rescues a dying Lensman from a
>crashing spacecraft.  Just before dying, the Lensman gives Kinnison his
>Lens.

   How incredibly bizarre. The Lensman series gave birth to both Star Wars
and the Green Lantern series and now, when they do the Anime version, they
steal the Green Lantern plot in order to adapt it. Poor Doc must be hitting
translight rotations now or maybe he's rotating into the 4th dimension (a
la Skylark of Valeron...).

   I was always annoyed that the Green Lantern comic never officially
recognized the connection to Doc though they did do a kind of backhand
acknowledgement by inserting two characters (Lensm - er, Lanterns) named
Arisia and Eddore.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 04:07:10 GMT
From: Richard.Travsky@samba.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky)
Subject: F. F. Coppola's DRACULA

Today's Sunday supplement says that Francis Ford Coppola is working on a
version of Dracula (the umpteenth remake to be sure).  Hmmm.  This
certainly sounds interesting.
 
Everyone say the following in their best Bela Lugosi accent:
 
  Make him an offer he can't refuse.
 
and 
 
  The horror...the horror
 
Seriously,  might be worthwhile.  Have to wait and see.
 
P.S.  The article also said that there 8 or 9 vampire film projects
currently going on in Hollywood.  Hopefully something of Anne Rice's is
under camera.  Anyone have anymore info?
 
Rich Travsky
rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 18:36:18 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: F. F. Coppola's DRACULA

Richard.Travsky@bbs.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky) writes:
>Today's Sunday supplement says that Francis Ford Coppola is working on a
>version of Dracula (the umpteenth remake to be sure).  Hmmm.
> 
>P.S.  The article also said that there 8 or 9 vampire film projects
>currently going on in Hollywood.  Hopefully something of Anne Rice's is
>under camera.  Anyone have anymore info?

   Well, the latest Blockbuster Video mag (journalism at its finest) says
that Winona Ryder is on the payroll for Coppola's version. I also recall
having read somewhere that the screenplay for _Interview with the Vampire_
had been in development by whassername, the author of _You'll Nver Eat
Lunch In This Town Again_, but since the publication of her book, the
studio who'd been retaining the project summarily dropped it.

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 91 20:50:00 GMT
From: BJULAND@vax1.umkc.edu (Christopher Bjuland)
Subject: Akira/Streamline Pictures

Streamline Pictures distributed Akira in the U.S., but they are not
responsible for the dubbing job on the movie.  According to a January 1990
interview between Jerry Beck of Streamline Pictures and David Loo & Mike
Tatsugawa which is published in "A-ni-me, the Berkeley Journal of Japanese
Animation" vol. 1, issue 1, Streamline didn't do the dubbing on Akira.

  Mr. Beck stated: "We're well known for our 'Laputa' and 'Akira', but we
didn't dub either film."

  So if you don't like the voices in Akira, don't blame Streamline
Pictures, they didn't screw it up.  It wasn't ever stated in the interview
who did do the dubbing though.  I'm not looking to flame anyone, I just
don't want to see a company who is trying to bring some of the best in
anime to the big screen get the blame for things they had nothing to do
with.

  I'm sure Streamline Pictures would be happy to hear your complaints about
the voices though.  Maybe if they know you didn't like the dub job, they
will start doing more dubbing of their own.  (They did 'My Neighbor Totoro'
and 'Kiki's Express Delivery').  And let them know you liked Akira and
would like to see more.  You can contact them at:

  Streamline Pictures
  P.O. Box 691418
  West Hollywood, CA 90069

Chris Bjuland
cbjuland@umkcvax1
cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 91 15:55:44 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: Re: Akira/Streamline Pictures

Hmmmmm, I also heard quite a few stories that Streamline had nothing to do
with the dubbing,but I'm still not convinced that they're blameless. After
all, they supposedly own the rights to the film in the US, so you'd think
that they'd have _some_ input into how the dubbing was done. I've also
heard that the dubbing may've been done in Hong Kong which makes sense,
knowing how bad the voice-acting is at times.

Chris Krolczyk
U19807@UICVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 18:16:33 GMT
From: 6600cafa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (JL SYNTH)
Subject: STAR WARS - IT'S OFFICIAL

Hello Star Wars Fans!

Even though most people have known about the next Star Wars movies for the
last year and a half, it has not been publically confirmed...until
yesterday.

The Los Angeles Daily News (Sunday, June 2) had an article about the next
Star Wars movies.  The only new information given is that the next movies
will be made immediately after Red Tails.  Lucas is currently working on
the Young Indiana Jones TV series.  Red Tails, a movie about a group of
Black WWII pilots, begins filming soon.

ALSO, The next Star Wars movies were announced during the 3:30pm & 11pm
news on KNBC TV (Channel 4) in Los Angeles yesterday.  I don't think it's a
rumor anymore!  If they announce the trilogy on a major television station,
it's got to be official (vs announcing it in the Enquirer).

With the release of Heir To The Empire, the new Star Wars Nintendo video
game, the television spots, the newspaper articles, and many rumors, it is
obvious that the hype has begun!  People speculate a release date from as
soon as 1992 through 1997.  If George Lucas is truly going to begin filming
after Red Tails, I would personally estimate May of 1993, which will mark
the 10th anniversary of Return of the Jedi.

Stay Tuned!!!

Jason

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 17:26:03 GMT
From: shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough)
Subject: Re: STAR WARS - IT'S OFFICIAL

6600cafa@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu writes:
> Even though most people have known about the next Star Wars movies for
> the last year and a half, it has not been publically confirmed...until
> yesterday.

Although speculated for years, the poop on the new films is that they will
all be pre-quels to the original three. Lots of Obi-wan as a kid kind of
stuff. Perhaps we'll finally find out what the "clone wars" are!! My only
regret is no Millenium Falcon :-(.

Shane Bouslough
Periphonics Corp.
4000 Veterans Hwy.
Bohemia, NY 11716 
516-467-0500      
shane@inferno.peri.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 03:17:15 GMT
From: jeffry@leland.stanford.edu (Jeffry Powell)
Subject: The Quiet Earth

I saw the movie The Quiet Earth last night and was wondering if anyone
could clue me in on what the ending is supposed to mean.  I can't make much
sense of it.

Thanks in advance.

Jeffry S. Powell
Stanford Univ.
jeffry@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 04:00:39 GMT
From: cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Cain)
Subject: Re: The Quiet Earth

jeffry@portia.Stanford.EDU (Jeffry Powell) writes:
>I saw the movie The Quiet Earth last night and was wondering if anyone
>could clue me in on what the ending is supposed to mean.  I can't make
>much sense of it.

I don't think the writers could either. :-)

Possible SPOILER:

Here's what we came up with. When the truck hit and exploded, the world
underwent one more change AND the man driving it was killed.  Since only
people who died at the moment of change can live in the new world, he
awakes as the only living person on the new Earth.

Timothy D. Cain
Department of Information and Computer Science
UC Irvine
cain@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 04:34:18 GMT
From: malc@mammoth.cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: The Quiet Earth

cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Cain) writes:
>Here's what we came up with. When the truck hit and exploded, the world
>underwent one more change AND the man driving it was killed.  Since only
>people who died at the moment of change can live in the new world, he
>awakes as the only living person on the new Earth.

The way I saw it was that Zack forestalled the final change (albeit at
nearly the last possible second) by blowing up the transmission station,
and woke up either in some other part of the Galaxy or in the afterlife
(recall that at the end he travels all the way down the red-litten "tunnel"
(taken right from the accounts in "Life After Life", it seems to me)
earlier visions of this stopped before the end of the "tunnel" was
reached.)

------------------------------
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Date: 3 Jun 91 15:05:08 GMT
From: kerman@edinboro.edu
Subject: Philip K. Dick

Those of you who like either _Blade Runner_ (the movie) or Philip K. Dick
might be interested in my new book (in press but already in the catalog and
due out soon)

_Retrofitting Blade Runner: Issues in Ridley Scott's
Blade Runner and Philip K. Dick's Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?_ 

This is an anthology of essays, including work by J.J. Pierce, Brooks
Landon, Leonard Heldreth, Marleen Barr, Gregg Rickman, myself; an article
on androids in the work of Phil Dick, by Aaron Barlow; also a thorough
annotated bibliography on the film, a short one on Dick's work, a
blow-by-blow of the film based on close study of the laserdisc release, and
a discussion of the revisions of the screenplay (all by William Kolb, who
did the notes on the laserdisc release).  (No pictures, unfortunately;
Warners would not take less than $250 per.)  WARNING TO DICKOPHILES: This
is mostly about the film, although the essay on Dick's work is solid and
Dick is mentioned a lot throughout.

For more information, contact Popular Press, Bowling Green State
University, Bowling Green, OH 43403.

Judith Kerman
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
KERMAN@edinboro.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 15:41:46 GMT
From: PYC136@uriacc.uri.edu (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: PKD again

Oy, I took a beating for that last one. I should have known better on a lot
of those. Well, try again...

Anyway, the one thing I remember being said in several books about PKD that
was his main obsession was not so much dark haired women or drugs, but
twins.  We all know he was very traumatized by the death of his twin
sister.

The twins/duality theme was probably the most prevalent in his works.
Runciter/Chip in "Ubik," Fat and himself in "Valis," Alys and her brother
(sorry, forgot the name) in "Flow my Tears..." and others.

Has anyone read more on this?

Andy Patrizio
pyc136@uriacc.uri.edu
UUCP: andypo@idsvax.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 15:48:33 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Roger Zelazny :Book List!

boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>DEUS IRAE was published in 1976 by Doubleday and reprinted in paperback by
>Dell a year later. An interesting note about it that appeared in a Roger
>Zelazny bibliography, AMBER DREAMS:
>
>   It has been stated in print that Zelazny contributed only the ending of
>   this book. Such is not the case.  Conversations by the compiler [Daniel
>   Levack] with both Philip K. Dick and Roger Zelazny indicate that Phil
>   started the book but got "bogged down". Roger continued it and wrote
>   most of the middle. Phil then finished it, writing the last scenes.

Hmmm.  This book had an unusually complex history for PKD.  Phil wrote an
extended treatment for Deus Irae in 1964 (!) and sold it to Doubleday.  It
was originally supposed to be a collaboration with Ted White.  At some
point White "lost interest" (whatever that means - perhaps that he couldn't
get along with PKD) and suggested Zelazny as co-author in 1967.  They
passed it back and forth for the next 8 years (by mail, how low-tech! :).
It used materials from two early PKD stories and a pink-light vision PKD
had (the "Palm-Tree Garden" sequence) and, according to Sutin, sticks very
closely to Phil's original outline.  Sutin says:

  Zelazny, whose Hugo-winning LORD OF LIGHT (1967) Phil admired, was a
  gracious collaborator who says he treated the product as "Phil's book";
  when Zelazny learned of Phil's financial straits in 1975, he voluntarily
  reduced his royalty share from one-half to one-third.

Not terribly relevant, but I thought it revealed something nice about
Zelazny.  Anyway, the point is that Deus Irae is essentially a PKD novel
(in fact it's very much like parts of Dr. Bloodmoney), and that Zelazny was
definitely the "junior partner".  This isn't to say that he didn't do a lot
of the work, of course, a lot of it was written in the years when Phil was
REALLY out of it for one reason or another.

At any rate, I'm surprised to hear people saying they weren't sure it even
existed.  I don't think it's even particularly rare.  I see it in used book
stores fairly often.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 22:08:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: PKD and misogyny

   People say that Philip Kendred Dick is a misogynist.  My exposure to him
has been slight, but it doesn't seem so to me.
   I've read _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep_, "The Father Thing", "We
Can Remember it for You, Wholesale," and _The Man in the High Castle."
   Juliana Frink from _Man_ is not a weak woman, or a spiteful woman.  She
is a strong woman in a dangerous situation and she performs the best way
possible.  She saves her life and Abendsen's life by slitting this guy's
throat.  He was a professional assassin who had fought with Mussolini
during WWII.  In this way she destroys the man, which people say is a trait
of females in his stories.  It is true that the female androids in _Sheep_
are vengeful, vindictive women, but they are androids.  The only human
woman, Iran (Deckard's wife) does her best to help him in the end, although
earlier she displays disapproval at his job (although he does, too).
   I don't know if he is misogynistic.  Someone made a claim that he beat
his wife Tessa, and I'd like that person to verify the source, since it's a
serious claim.

Jeff Delano
J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 22:00:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Philip K Dick and Electric Sheep

   I finished _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep_, didn't understand it.
Then about an hour later I figured it out.  No one was around so I had to
tell my cat.  She didn't understand :-)
   What the point seems to me, is similar to that of _Invasion of the Body
Snatchers_, at least the film remake.  As Leonard Nimoy's character says,
"People are changing, becoming less human."  It seems to me that the
androids represent modern day people (of 1968 at least) and that the Humans
represent traditional people and values that are being gobbled up by these
new people and, in most cases, are indistinguishable from the real ones.
These new people also have no empathy for each other.  The murders at Kent
State and the VietNam Conflict in general might have given PKD this idea
that humans, like his androids, could feel nothing for each other.
   Also, his religion of Mercerism is a stark, utilitarian view of the
world.  As I understood it, basically it says, "there is no salvation, only
the struggle. But you are not alone."  An interesting note is that Dick's
androids try to destroy Mercerism.  The androids in _Blade Runner_ were
Mercerist androids.
   There is a problem that I see.  Mercer, in empathy with poor Isidore,
gives a spider back to him.  Later Deckard assumes the animal is electric,
not the real thing.  Could this be religion causing the new influx of these
new people?  In which case Mercerism takes on a whole new view.  Instead of
Mercer as being a helping hand, he becomes the vehicle for the invasion.
Mercer tells Isidore that the androids will never undertand why Mercerism
is still around even though it has been proved false.  This is either a
statement of the greatness of human faith or of the tenacity of
superstition.  I like the former better, but who knows?
   The other option is that Deckard thinks that the spider is false because
his recent experiences have robbed him of his faith.
   This letter is so long that no one will probably read it, but I'd really
like to discuss this book with others.  It's so different from the movie I
can 't believe they're even the same characters!
   I'll save my misogyny observations for the next letter
   
Jeff Delano
J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 22:09:18 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Philip K Dick and Electric Sheep

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>I finished _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep_, didn't understand it.
>Then about an hour later I figured it out.  No one was around so I had to
>tell my cat.  She didn't understand :-)

You're not alone.  Actually, your cat is not alone, since you've figured it
out.  I've been trying to figure it out for about 2 years.  I can't even
reread the book because it's on loan to my best friend.  He's had it for
about a year.  Maybe that will change his status.

>Also, his religion of Mercerism is a stark, utilitarian view of the world.
>As I understood it, basically it says, "there is no salvation, only the
>struggle. But you are not alone."  An interesting note is that Dick's
>androids try to destroy Mercerism.  The androids in _Blade Runner_ were
>Mercerist androids.

Possibly.  I don't know that you can even carry the Mercerism to the movie.
My favorite litany about the movie and the book is "the movie and the book
have very little in common aside from the names of some of the characters."
I really think it's a serious mistake to use one in analyzing the other.

I think that the power struggle between Mercer and that Uncle
what's-his-face is a metaphor for the struggle between the modern versions
of the forces of "good and evil".

>There is a problem that I see.  Mercer, in empathy with poor Isidore,
>gives a spider back to him.  Later Deckard assumes the animal is electric,
>not the real thing.  Could this be religion causing the new influx of
>these new people?  In which case Mercerism takes on a whole new view.
>Instead of Mercer as being a helping hand, he becomes the vehicle for the
>invasion.  Mercer tells Isidore that the androids will never undertand why
>Mercerism is still around even though it has been proved false.  This is
>either a statement of the greatness of human faith or of the tenacity of
>superstition.  I like the former better, but who knows?

Hmm, I assumed that it was evidence of the paranoid message of the book.
Do we know if anything is real?  Do we know if we ourselves are real?  Are
we good or evil?  That police station full of androids went on operating
just like a real police station would, blissfully ignorant of the fact that
they were androids.

Wasn't Deckard given a toad?  Wasn't it his wife that found out that it was
an electric one and not real?  Once again, that paranoid message.

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 22:29:09 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: PKD and misogyny

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>People say that Philip Kendred Dick is a misogynist.  My exposure

Kindred

>to him has been slight, but it doesn't seem so to me.

DIck admitted problems with his women *characters* many times.  There was
quite an impassioned correspondence with Ursula Le Guin on the subject.
Now of course it's difficult to know exactly how to interpret that in terms
of his personality.  The very fact that he was married five times in a
relatively short life should be some kind of a clue that he had
difficulties with women, though not necessarily that he hated them.  In
fact, he seems to have related to women mostly as mother-figures,
daughter-figures, or "foxes" to be worshipped for their beauty, or as evil
destroying greedy bitches (frequently all of the above).  Read any of the
biographies for lots of documentation.

>I've read _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep_, "The Father Thing", "We
>Can Remember it for You, Wholesale," and _The Man in the High Castle."

Well, you've managed to avoid a lot of the worst, I must say.  Dick was
conscientious about trying to improve his women characters in the later
years of his career.  Sutin quotes a letter to Russell Galen in which he
says "my treatment of females has been inadequate and somewhat vicious"
prior to "The Divine Invasion".  For examples you might look at Beth in
"VALIS," Fay in "Confessions of a Crap Artist", the wife (forgot her name)
in "Clans of the Alphane Moon", Alyx Buckman in "Flow My Tears", Maren in
"The Zap Gun", etc.  There are lots more, and no clear case can be made for
misogyny, but the generqal picture that emerges, I think, is one of a man
with very troubled relationships with women.  There are great women there
too, of course - Angel Archer, Kathy (I think) in "Flow My Tears", Juliana
Frink and ambiguous ones, and pathetic ones, and silly ones.

>I don't know if he is misogynistic.  Someone made a claim that he beat his
>wife Tessa, and I'd like that person to verify the source, since it's a
>serious claim.

"Unfortunately, Phil did more, at times, than snap his fingers.  There were
episodes of physical violence that left Tessa bruised and emotionally
shaken.  Linda Levy, herself the victim of an assault by Phil, writes that,
early on in the relationship, `Tessa showed up at my apartment one day,
covered with bruises, crying and very upset.  She described a situation in
which, she said, Phil locked the front door, turned up the stereo, turned
up the air conditioning, and beat her.'"  (Sutin, p. 199)

It's very easy to take these things out of context and hold Dick to be a
bad guy.  This is probably a mistake.  He was a very troubled guy, capable
of great generosity and great pettiness, great kindness and great anger (a
close friend of mine, a total stranger to PKD at the time, benefited from
some of his kindness).  It's important not to use the above "facts" to
dismiss PKD or his writing as morally flawed.  But it's also important not
to say, hey, I like this guy's writing, he can't have done this terrible
stuff.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 02:12:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Dick and series'

>>Could someone tell me what series Philip K Dick wrote?
>Philip K Dick didn't write any stories. . .

   In Patricia S Warrick's _Mind in Motion, the Fiction of Philip K Dick_,
she mentions a conversation she had with him.
   "I discussed this cosmos with Dick in 1980, pointing out that different
novels were set in different parts of it.  He agreed that this was true and
considered, at my request, mapping it as Faulkner had mapped his
Yoknapatawpha County.  He said it would be difficult because he had not
consciously created this cosmos and thus the task would require him to
review all the novels, but that he might try.  He never did."
   It's called the Fomalhaut cosmos, not because Fomalhaut is in it, but
because Fomalhaut means whale belly, and Jonah's adventures led him on an
inner journey, like Dick's novels do. (It's a stretch, I know.  Blame
Patty.)  
   On the next page there is a diagram of the stories and the systems they
take place in.  On Terra find _High Castle_, Bloodmoney, Androids and
Scanner Darkly.  Palmer Eldritch and Martian Time-Slip on Mars,
Game-Players on Titan, Unteleported Man on Whales Mouth, Ubik on the Moon,
World Jones Made on Flame Disc, Galactic Pothealer on Sirius, Clanes on
Proxima Centauri and Now Wait for Next Year on Lilistar.( I'll write the
full names below)
   So there were many novels set in the same universe, although not by a
conscious effort.  It's called the Fomalhaut Cosmos, a name thought of by
Patricia Warrick and agreed upon by Dick. (Is Warrick Married to Martin H
Greenberg?)
      The Man in the High Castle
      Dr. Bloodmoney
      Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
      A Scanner Darkly
      The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch
      Martian Time-Slip
      The Game Players of Titan
      The Unteleported Man
      Ubik
      The World Jones Made
      Galactic Pot-Healer
      Clanes of the Alphane Moon
      Now Wait for Last Year

>You must understand that all those anti-feminine books were written early
>in his career...

   Nope.  _Confessions of a Crap Artist_ was written in 1975, around the
time he was allegedly beating up Tessa.

>Dick seems to have this dark-haired woman in all his stories...

Patricia S Warrick noticed that, too.

Jeffrey M Delano
J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 01:56:03 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dick and series'

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>>You must understand that all those anti-feminine books were written early
>>in his career...
>
>   Nope.  _Confessions of a Crap Artist_ was written in 1975, around the
>time he was allegedly beating up Tessa.

Confessions of a Crap Artist was written in 1959, while he was married to
Ann and living in Point Reyes Station, years before he even met Tessa..
It's very much a portrait of life in PRS.

>>Dick seems to have this dark-haired woman in all his stories...
>Patricia S Warrick noticed that, too.

Philip K. Dick seems to have noticed that too.  See his book "The
Dark-Haired Girl" (Zeising, 1988).

Sheesh.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Bradbury & Dick (3 msgs) & Forward (2 msgs) &
                   Powers & Pratchett (3 msgs) & Smith (2 msgs) &
                   Willis & Wolfe & Wurts & Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 22:13:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Dandelion Wine, Bradbury movies

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca (Travis) asked:
>Speaking of Ray Bradbury, has anyone read his _Dandelion Wine_? I had
>never 

and pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) responded:

>[...]It is a book about being a boy and growing up and learning about life
>and death.  It is set in his Green Town universe, the idyllic midwestern
>small town that probably never was.  I find it very moving.  Your mileage
>may vary.

Au contraire, Eric! :-) Bradbury grew up in central Illinois and the town
is based on his home town.  If I remember correctly, he's from the town
where Knox College is located.  Unfortunately I can't remember the name
now.  I think he also lived in Waukegan.  If someone remembers the towns
better than I do, please chime in.  I was able to visualize the story
vividly having grown up outside of Chicago.

In addition to being about life and death, _DW_ is a wonderful painting of
a boy's summer vacation, the changes in his life, and the coming of a new
technological age.  Verfy moving, indeed.  Great stuff.  Read it under a
tree on a summer afternoon.

I confess that I have only read that one book of his.  The rest of his work
I have encountered in movies or TV: _Farenheit 451_, _Something Wicked This
Way Comes_, _The Illustrated Man_, and many of the episodes of "Ray
Bradbury Theater."  I've always been pleasantly surprised at the consistent
high quality of these productions.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 14:00:15 GMT
From: kerman@edinboro.edu
Subject: Blade Runner book

>Your description of your book is intriguing, but incomplete for those of
>us who are not an automatic-buy-on-sight for such a thing. The information
>that I would find helpful in evaluating it is - (drum roll) what is it
>about? I know, it's a series of essays. But you didn't say what the essays
>were about, really. Are they all about Dick? What are the title essays &
>one line summaries? Who are these authors? What is the purpose of
>collecting such essays? Etc.

Sorry if I was obscure. The book (_Retrofitting BLADE RUNNER: issues in
Ridley Scott's BLADE RUNNER and Philip K. Dick's DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF
ELECTRIC SHEEP?_ edited by Judith B. Kerman [me]) is an anthology of
essays, mostly about the film BLADE RUNNER (directed by Ridley Scott, who
also did ALIEN and the Michael Douglas BLACK RAIN, among other films) but
with a few essays about Philip Dick and his work and a fair amount of
mention of DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF ELECTRIC SHEEP? in other essays.

Reasons for the book: I got the idea at one of the annual Popular Culture
Association conferences - there were enough papers on BLADE RUNNER, Ridley
Scott's films, Phil Dick's books and cities in sf to give me almost half
the book. Obviously there was a nexus of questions people were interested.
Six years later, the film is considered an sf classic as well as a cult
classic, so at the least college faculty who teach sf and sf film, college
libraries, and the amazingly large number of BLADE RUNNER "junkies" in the
world are likely to be interested.

I also think (as I say in my introduction to the book and my essay) that
the film is about some very important issues - how do people with political
and technological power treat other people whom they have the power to
define as non-persons? In the age of the bomb and the deathcamp, and as we
approach the age of real artificial intelligences and genetic modification
of human beings, these are urgent questions. Although the film is art and
not tract, and therefore its answers are non-didactic, it's a serious
treatment of these issues (even if Ridley Scott does say he just wants to
entertain people, he did more than that. And the special effects are truly
socko.)

The book is divided into the following sections: 

Social Implications: BLADE RUNNER as Thought Experiment - papers on
psychology of the doppelganger (Joseph Francavilla); technology and
politics in the film's dystopia (me); sexism and speciesism in the film
(Marleen Barr); ethical issues raised by the idea of artificial persons
(Marilyn Gwaltney)

Genre Issues - papers on the film's sources in the Bible, Paradise Lost,
Frankenstein, detective fiction and film noir (by Leonard Heldreth, David
Desser, W. Russel Gray) and on Philip K. Dick's treatment of androids
throughout his works (Aaron Barlow)

Film Sources and Adaptation Issues - papers on the general question of film
adaptation of novels as applied to BR (Brooks Landon); Dick's opinion of
the film (Gregg Rickman); the politics of sf film (David Desser); the
movies of Ridley Scott (C. Carter Colwell); the history of the scripts and
outtakes in the film's evolution (W.M. Kolb); detailed notes on the film
(W.M. Kolb)

Aesthetics/SF Worlds - a general aesthetic response (Rebecca Warner);
cityscape (Steve Carper); the music (Andrew Stiller); creation of sf worlds
(John J. Pierce); postmodernism issues (Jack Boozer)

Plus an annotated bibliography on the film, a selected bibliography on the
works of Philip K. Dick, and an index.

Whew. (Thanks for asking. Incidentally, not all of my authors are crazy
about the film.)

Judith Kerman
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
KERMAN@edinboro.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 19:34:12 GMT
From: leone@apt.bungi.com (Marc Leone)
Subject: Re: PKD and misogyny

_'Flow My Tears,' the Policeman Said_.  I don't see any evidence of
misogyny on PKD's part with that novel.  It has strong women, and weak
women, and everyone seems to be screwed up at least a little, even without
the reality warp.  Weird book, but consistent with PKD and his 'reality'
theme.  Hey, watch out for those Nexus 7's, tricky, very tricky.

Marc Leone
APT Technology Inc.
San Jose, CA
leone@apt.bungi.com
{apple,sun,pyramid}!daver!apt!leone

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 16:01:06 GMT
From: tosspot!lee@wang.com (Lee Reynolds)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #218

Everyone was talking about PKD and his alleged misogyny - I tend to suspect
that (as with a great deal of his work) he was merely drawing his tale
using bits of his past experiences.  I don't think that there's any great
sin in doing that or that we should stamp him with a label because of it.

I tend to worry more about the fact that misandrystic comments are MUCH
more acceptable in the workplace than the reverse.
 
Lee

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 14:43:24 GMT
From: G.E.Derylo@rutgers.edu
Subject: Dragon's Egg

   I enjoyed Robert Forward's heavily technical _Dragon's Egg_. Are there
others out there that liked it, or, as a techie myself, did I just bask in
the genius of his imagination and technical imagery?

Greg Derylo

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 15:44:33 GMT
From: ncc1701@aix01.aix.rpi.edu (Mark O. Chadwick)
Subject: Re: Dragon's Egg

G E Derylo writes:
>I enjoyed Robert Forward's heavily technical _Dragon's Egg_. Are there
>others out there that liked it, or, as a techie myself, did I just bask in
>the genius of his imagination and technical imagery?

Yes, I did enjoy it a lot.  You should go on to read the sequel to that, as
well as Flight Of the Dragonfly.

Have fun!

Mark Chadwick
ncc1701@rpi.edu
usergdes@rpitsmts.bitnet 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 19:59:03 GMT
From: goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

I just got the latest catalog from Weinberg Books.  An Ace paperback
edition of _The Stress of Her Regard_ was listed, so it appears to be
available, finally.

I agree with ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough):

>The collector I mentioned informed me that Powers' next project will be a
>venture into the horror genre.  He got pretty close in _The Stress of Her
>Regard_, but while that was still a good book, I liked it the least of his
>works.  I should hope that his material will continue at its current
>level of excellence, but only time will tell.

I was blown away by _The Anubis Gates_, but less enchanted with _Stress_
and _Dinner at Deviant's Palace_.

Hunter Goatley
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 11:14:16 GMT
From: keith@and.cs.liv.ac.uk (Keith Halewood)
Subject: Re: Review : Terry Pratchett's Reaper Man

awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford) writes:
> [...] Any problems? Only one - the ending, like Windle Poons life, goes
> on rather longer than it should with the result that the book seems to
> fizzle out a bit at the end. Pratchett's endings have sometimes seemed a
> little sentimental to me in the past and while this book has its fair
> share of sentimentality and philosophising it doesn't stick out quite so
> obviously as in the past.

I think it's part of the fun. Ok, the novels are extremely funny but for
humour to work, you need sentiment(ality) and a little philosophy. I
enjoyed Equal Rites because it had stern warnings for Esk as she tried to
take over the body of an eagle rather than simply hitching a ride - it
wasn't funny and that was the point. I think I'd find it rather tedious to
laugh at the end of every paragraph.

Keith Halewood
Dept. Computer Science
Liverpool University
Internet: keith%and.cs.liv.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
UUCP: ..!mcsun!ukc!liv-cs!keith

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 10:53:38 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Re: Review : Terry Pratchett's Reaper Man

keith@and.cs.liv.ac.uk (Keith Halewood) writes:
>I think it's part of the fun. Ok, the novels are extremely funny but for
>humour to work, you need sentiment(ality) and a little philosophy. I
>enjoyed Equal Rites because it had stern warnings for Esk as she tried to
>take over the body of an eagle rather than simply hitching a ride - it
>wasn't funny and that was the point. I think I'd find it rather tedious to
>laugh at the end of every paragraph.

Yes, but Pratchett in the past hasn't been particularly good at blending
the two - the serious (philosophical, sentimental etc.) bits really stood
out. I'm not saying they were bad, even in a hilarious novel you need
something solid for the plot to stand on, they just weren't particularly
well integrated. This isn't the case with Reaper Man though, as it manages
to get it's message (in this case regarding mortality and the need for
death) across in a much more natural way.

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 03:19:12 GMT
From: smds!rh@xait.xerox.com (Richard Harter)
Subject: Truckers

I haven't noticed any reviews about Truckers, which is Pratchett's latest
to appear in Harvard Square bookstores.  Delightful.  No spoilers, no
review, just appreciation.  The 'magic' series is wearing rather thin.
It's nice to see something new.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 16:27:02 GMT
From: TYC101@uriacc.uri.edu (Vince Petronio)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #227

Someone on the list mentioned a connection between E.E. Doc Smith's Lensmen
series and the Green Lantern comic book.  I was a fan of GL as a kid and
read the Lensmen series much later and must confess to not putting the two
together.  Will whoever posted the connection please enlighten me?  Thanks.

Vince Petronio
University of Rhode Island
College of Continuing Education
Dept. of Speech Communication
tyc101@uriacc.uri.edu          

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 22:11:38 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #227

TYC101@URIACC.URI.EDU (Vince Petronio) writes:
>Someone on the list mentioned a connection between E.E. Doc Smith's
>Lensmen series and the Green Lantern comic book.  I was a fan of GL as a
>kid and read the Lensmen series much later and must confess to not putting
>the two together.  Will whoever posted the connection please enlighten me?
>Thanks.

   Well, I don't know about official connections but, both have a special,
mind-amplifying device that is only given to special kinds of people. Both
have an ancient race that watches over the galaxy. Both of these ancient
races wield the power of the device without need for it because they are so
advanced.

   And, of course, in the later green lanterns, they had a couple of
plotlines suspiciously like those in some of the Lensman series and they
introduced the two Lens... er, Lanterns named Arisia and Eddore.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 02:11:54 GMT
From: kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran)
Subject: Re: Light Raid by Willis and Felice

   Has Willis published anything besides _Fire Watch_, _Light Raid_, and
_Lincoln's Dreams_?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 07:39:56 GMT
From: ijameson@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Iain Jameson)
Subject: Gene Wolfe

Most horrible Gene Wolfe book: There are Doors.  This would have to be the
most boring book I have ever read. It is the only book I have never been
able to finish.

Quite a disappointment after devouring the torturer series, the dying Earth
series and the devil in the forest (or something like that).

Has anyone read it, and understand what was going on?

Iain

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 12:00:38 GMT
From: airdg@castle.ed.ac.uk (Richard Grey)
Subject: Janny Wurts - Cycle of Fire

Recently, I have just finished reading, Janny Wurts' ("Servant of the
Empire" series etc. with Raymond E. Feist) Cycle of Fire Trilogy, the three
books :

   [1] "Stormwarden"
   [2] "Keeper of the Keys"
   [3] "Shadowfane"

Throughout the series, Ivainson Jaric (Firelord's Heir) continually has
"dreams" which seemingly turn out to be true visions of the future. Why, is
this so for just an ordinary lad, in that he has only latent powers lying
unusable before he masters the Cycle of Fire (which releases those powers
for his use)?

The ability for an untrained Firelords's Heir to forsee into the future is
never explicitly defined by Janny Wurts, and even if it was part of his
powers, Jaric was unable to use them before mastery ? Neither is it stated
that these visions were instilled by Taen Dreamweaver, who also was not
expressed as being able to see into the future.

The only creatures capable of this seem to be the Llondelei demons, and
they do instill visions into Jaric's mind whilst in their presence. But it
does not state that any later dreams, when removed from the Llondelei, are
suggestions of what may happen through demon intervention.

Has anybody out there read the series (it is well worth it) and can explain
any of the above ? I would be most grateful for either e-mail or net-posted
suggestions.

Richard_Grey@uk.ac.ed 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 18:49:17 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: Lancelot Biggs, Spaceman

kerman@edinboro.EDU writes:
>Does anyone remember a book called _Lancelot Biggs, Spaceman_? I used to
>read it in 7th grade, and break up in giggles (in study hall, of course).
>I occasionally wonder if I would still find it funny. Leads to author name
>would be appreciated.

Lancelot Biggs, Spaceman was written by Nelson Bond. It is, regrettably,
fairly difficult to find. I've found one copy in each of Ottawa, Toronto,
and New York City; I kept one, gave another to my brother, and sold another
to a friend.  The only edition I've seen is the original hardcover juvenile
printing; as far as I know, it was never reprinted in paperback.

LB,S is classic space opera (juvenile style) with a very humorous twist.
It features the classic spaceship crew: hardbitten Captain, Sparks (the
narrator and communications officer), and Lancelot Biggs, the new officer
with far too much curiosity and book-learning for his own good. Of course,
LB rapidly gets into trouble of his own making.

The nearest equivalent I can think of is Men, Martians, and Machines by
Eric Frank Russell (a classic must-read).

I first read an excerpt from LB,S in a collection of children's SF and was
addicted. The scene where LB uses chemistry on the space pirate was
brilliant!  I reread it a year or so ago and found it was still quite
funny.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 13:08:38 GMT
From: eventid!rcf@uunet.uu.net (Richard Factor)
Subject: Re: VOR

>    I read a book many years ago about an alien creature that appears on
> Earth and whose basic mission is to test humanity's advancement and
> ingenuity. It is actually not a creature, but a robot, highly radioactive
> and exceedingly powerful. I won't go into more detail on the plot because
> someone else might want to read it and it has some very interesting plot
> twists.
>
>    On to the question: the title of the book was VOR. now, I've seen
> mention of a book entitled The Vor Game, but I doubt it's the same. In
> either case, I want to know the name of VOR's author.

VOR is by James Blish.  In the real world, VOR is VHF Omni-Range, a
location beacon for aircraft navigation.  In the book, VOR was
VIOLET-ORANGE-RED, a visible "beacon" that the robot would emit when it
wasn't "talking" in colors.  My tattered copy is (C)1958; I've never seen
it in a store since.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - Feminism in SF (8 msgs) &
                                 Evolved Humans

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 06:31:49 GMT
From: BRITZ@kemi.aau.dk (Dieter Britz)
Subject: Misandry, dumb writers

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) and ROBINSON@crnlgsm.BITNET: don't
worry about that can of worms. Those writers were probably having a go at
men, and deservedly so, but they were unlikely to be serious. In any case,
you don't demonstrate your lack of prejudice by swinging to the other side.
Let's judge those books not by their feminist stance (or lack of it) but by
whether they are good books as such. This exchange reminds me of my
reaction, a few years ago, to the book "The Color Purple".  All around me
people were falling over themselves singing its praises. A (female) friend
put it into my hand with a goofy look in her face (as if she were handing
me the Book of Mormon) and urged me to read it. I found it a shameless tear
jerker.

Dieter Britz
britz@kemi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 16:15:34 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Misadrony in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baud

RA04@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Rosemarie Arbur) writes:
>About Atwood's _Handmaid's Tale_. . .
>
>The main character's husband isn't very likeable, but neither is Offred
>herself: she has no use for her feminist mother (1970s style) and if she
>had paid more attention to her mother, Offred and her world would not be
>in the mess it is.  And then when Offred has this mad romantic passion for
>the guy next door... the way she represents herself reminded me of some
>of John Norman's women in the _Gor_ novels.  Offred doesn't quite say (a
>la Gor) "take me, chain me," etc., but she lets herself get involved in a
>potentially fatal relationship; why? - I don't know except that the guy
>next door was male and willing.
>
>I think Joanna Russ put her finger on this novel's problem when she said
>"it lacks economic verisimilitude": that the USA could be changed from
>what it was in 1986 to the Gilead of Atwood's 1990s setting is just too
>hard to believe.  One of the things I disliked about the book was the
>widespread infertility that made the use of "Handmaids" desirable if not
>necessary.  But then I learned recently that there does appear to be a
>widespread problem with infertile Americans--but still, it seems to me,
>not so widespread right now that men (and women who support that
>patriarchy because it's in their best interests to do so) would change
>procreation habits so radically in just a few years.

I think that Atwood's asserts that the radical change in habit is forced
upon the populace, and that changes forced upon people at gun point tend to
become 'habit' pretty damn fast.  I suppose that she is drawing support
from our pictures of totalitarian rule in pre 50s Europe for her premise.
Enough guns pointed in the right direction can change people's minds really
quickly.  This point has also been brought up by all the Handmaid
supporters that I have talked with.

I am not sure that I can buy this though.  I find it almost impossible to
believe that such a sweeping change could overtake most of America in such
a short period of time.  Totalitarian rule is likely impossible in a nation
whose power structure, and economic structure is as diverse and complex as
the States.  Gilead would get chewed up and spit out, just as the South did
in the Civil war.  Supporters have asserted in my experience that 'since
women hold very little power, it would take next to nothing to take away
what little they have left', but this is a simplification of the needed
situation.  Gilead is just socio-politically undesirable for the majority
of America, and it is unlikely that it would be tolerated.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 15:04:44 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Native Tongue (Re: Misandry in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?)

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
> What's not worth reading is mindless bigotry. I hated _Native Tongue_ in
> part because its misandry was not justified by any interesting insights.
> I wouldn't recommend it anymore than I would "Slud the Barbarian."

I find myself incredibly offended by gender bashing for the sake of gender
bashing, and yet I have often recommended _Native Tongue_ and _The Judas
Rose_ to correspondents as examples of eminently readable novels which
happen to take a strongly feminist viewpoint. I don't see Ms. Elgin's
stories as misandrous; she was telling a dystopia tale in which women had
had seized/lost/given away most of their rights, and I read it as a
cautionary tale.

I found her insights on how language _creates_ our world view, and possibly
our world, infused with her training as a linguist, especially well
conveyed (in part important to me because my father is a practicing general
semanticist, another story for another day), and her plotting and pacing
superb. It is certainly true that the men did some horrible, unforgiveably
mindless things to the women in her two novels, but there were still some
sympathetic male characters; I only cry "misandry" when I read writing in
which _no_ male character is capable of right action. That was not the
viewpoint which she presented.

> Misandry is not okay, but I have a hard time getting bent out of shape by
> it because it's such a drop in the bucket.

You should take it much more to heart. The problem with the bulk of what
calls itself "feminism" today is that it attempts to reverse, rather than
balance, the existing gender power structure, and denies, out of hand, that
males could possibly have any valid complaints of suffering chronic social
gender bias's affliction, in the teeth of the obvious inequities of
mandatory combat military service and divorce court/child custody results,
to put forth just two obvious examples.

Swinging the pendulum from misogyny to misandry is a severe danger, and
working hard to stop it in mid flight, without arresting it before balance
is attained, is the only worthwhile goal for a legitimate feminist.
Misandry in even small quantities where essentially none existed before is
a sure sign that something is going wrong with the balancing attempt, just
as misogyny in its current profusion is a sure sign that the balancing
effort is needed.

> Let's see who gets flamed first. :-)

I only picked on you because you explicitly spoke to _Native Tongue_, a
point I wanted to counter in the previous article where it was only an
element of a list.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 01:33:00 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: PK Dick and Misogyny

rjfrey@kepler1.UUCP (Robert J Frey) writes:
>PKD wrote an "anti-abortion" short story ...

Harlan Ellison also wrote a story that could easily be interpreted as
"anti-abortion".  I don't recall the title, but it was about the aborted
babies flushed down the john growing up in the sewers and riding around on
alligators.

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 05:27:47 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Native Tongue (Re: Misandry in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?)

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>> What's not worth reading is mindless bigotry. I hated _Native Tongue_ in
>> part because its misandry was not justified by any interesting insights.
>> I wouldn't recommend it anymore than I would "Slud the Barbarian."
>
>I find myself incredibly offended by gender bashing for the sake of gender
>bashing, and yet I have often recommended _Native Tongue_ and _The Judas
>Rose_ to correspondents as examples of eminently readable novels which
>happen to take a strongly feminist viewpoint.
>
>I found her insights on how language _creates_ our world view, and
>possibly our world, infused with her training as a linguist, especially
>well conveyed (in part important to me because my father is a practicing
>general semanticist, another story for another day), and her plotting and
>pacing superb.

I found her insights into language for the most part pretty banal.  I've
studied linguistics only desultorily, but I didn't find anything
particularly exciting about what she had to say about language.  I also
thought that the end of _Native Tongue_ was ridiculous.  It required the
men to be not only cruel boors, but idiots as well.  I haven't read _The
Judas Rose_ because I was so irritated by _Native Tongue_ that I didn't see
why I should bother.

I'm sort of mystified by _Native Tongue's appeal.  As with all books that I
just don't like, I can't figure out what people see in it.  It's quite
possible that I'm missing something, but the fact remains that my
overwhelming reaction to my first reading of the book was so negative that
it would be difficult to persuade me to reread it so that I could figure
out what I had missed.

>> Misandry is not okay, but I have a hard time getting bent out of shape
>> by it because it's such a drop in the bucket.
>
>You should take it much more to heart. The problem with the bulk of what
>calls itself "feminism" today is that it attempts to reverse, rather than
>balance, the existing gender power structure, and denies, out of hand,
>that males could possibly have any valid complaints of suffering chronic
>social gender bias's affliction, in the teeth of the obvious inequities of
>mandatory combat military service and divorce court/child custody results,
>to put forth just two obvious examples.

I agree that men as well as women are damaged by patriarchy, but it seems
to me that a lot of the men that I know who are sympathetic to feminism are
far more interested in pointing this out than admitting that there are
privileges that go along with being male in this society (whether you asked
for them or not).  As far as the problems of custody and male-only draft,
those are, historically, things that have been enforced by male-dominated
courts and governments.  They have a lot to do with the privileges of
masculinity, though they often work out negatively for individual men.

>Swinging the pendulum from misogyny to misandry is a severe danger, and
>working hard to stop it in mid flight, without arresting it before balance
>is attained, is the only worthwhile goal for a legitimate feminist.

This is the first time you've gotten me mad.  Sorry, but I don't like being
told what my only worthwhile goal as a legitimate feminist is.

The whole metaphor of the swinging pendulum doesn't really work in this
instance, as far as I'm concerned.  There have been waves of feminism, but
I'm not one of those feminists who believes that there have been
matriarchies in the past.  The difference between miso- gyny and misandry
is that misogyny has a great deal of institutionalized power behind it,
while misandry has very little.  You may have your feelings hurt by some
feminists' expressions of misandry, but it's not likely to affect your job
prospects, or your safety in a dark alley at night or in your own
livingroom, for that matter.

To me, the main problem of misandry is that it tends to reinforce certain
ideas about men and women.  I am bothered by the tendency of a lot of
people in the feminist movement(s) to cling to stereotyped ideas about the
sexes (Woman as all-nurturing mother, Man as aggressive warrior, etc.).  I
think we need to be broadening, not narrowing, the scope of gender.  I can
see the importance of valuing those qualities which have traditionally been
identified as feminine, and therefore traditionally devalued, but I don't
want to be locked into those qualities even if they're being praised and
valued.

>> Let's see who gets flamed first. :-)
>
>I only picked on you because you explicitly spoke to _Native Tongue_, a
>point I wanted to counter in the previous article where it was only an
>element of a list.

I didn't see your comments as a flame.  I hope you don't see mine as one.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 23:52:27 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Native Tongue (Re: Misandry in _Gossamer_Axe_ by Gael Baudino?)

Back to the subject, the thing I liked most about Native Tongue was that it
was only the third place in SF that I'd run across the concept, well
carried out, that our language tools _create_ our reality, Van Vogt's
Null-A stuff being the first, and a story whose author I've forgotten about
a planet with a "language of the day" (which communication barrier foiled a
takeover/exploitation intent by Earthians) being the other.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 01:57:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Misandry

Rosmarie Arbur says
> 2.  _Native Tongue_ is anti-patriarchal rather than anti-man (and _Judas
> Rose_ gets carried away with the satire, true, but the scene with the
> nuns "assisting" a woman in labor is worth the price of the book but, is
> that anti-nuns?  I don't think so).  One of the things important about
> _NT_ is the whole concept of encodings; remember Nazareth coming up with
> a word for <when someone does not ask another person, when it's fairly
> obvious that the other person needs to talk, how he/she is, feels, etc.>?
> Until the late 1960s there wasn't "male chauvinism," so what was a woman,
> or man, to

Rosmarie,

I think that it is _easy_ to read books that don't denigrate oneself.  So
_you_ a woman, feel fine reading a book that denigrates men. After all, in
an inverse way it compliments women (for not having the vices men are
proclaimed to have).

For me, Judas Rose was the book that made me decide never again to read
another feminist novel.

You say that 'male chauvinism' didn't exist till the late 1960s. It seems
to me that the problem today is that 'female chauvinism' STILL is not a
good word in the English language. People seem to consider it an
impossibility.

In another place you mention that you didn't notice the misandry in
Gossamer Axe (and later cast doubt on the issue). I find that remarkably
similar to the denials that men made a generation ago to feminist
criticisms of male chauvinism - it is a state of mind that ignores or takes
for granted, negative portrayals of a group, in this case, men.

Hari

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 01:27:30 GMT
From: brendan@cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

I must say that I have found several books by female authors completely
incomprehensible. "Mists of Avalon" and "Memoirs of a Spacewoman" come to
mind. I am not sure if they were presenting a feminist view or merely a
female view, or simply a non-Brendan view, but none of the characters rang
true to me. Sure the female characters are strong but I have enjoyed many
books with strong female characters, the McCaffrey books come immediately
to mind but there a many more. My wife and her father enjoyed the "Mists of
Avalon" but I really couldn't get more than half-way through it, that is I
read about 300 pages.

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science
University of Queensland      
Australia                     
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 16:00:58 GMT
From: HAMILTON@huhepl.harvard.edu (Nihilistic Technofetishist)
Subject: More(?) Evolved Humans....

   I haven't seen "Half Past Human" or "The Godwhale" by T.J. Bass arise in
this discussion. (Did I miss it?) While these stories are not exactly
shining examples of finely wrought prose, they are pretty damned funky.
Bass's discussion of overpopulation and ecological issues is (I think) much
more interesting than your run of the mill eco-disaster book, e.g. "The
Sheep Look Up" (which I did like anyway).
   Anyway, these books do have "more evolved" humans, which can interbreed
with "normal" humans, though I doubt anyone would think the new brand was
much of an improvement.
   Did Bass ever write anything else?

Rowan Hamilton
VMS Purist    
Harvard University

------------------------------
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Date: 31 May 91 18:19:48 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: feminism in sf

I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.

Take for instance a book called "Sassinak", which was the last straw
McCaffrey put out and now I'll probably never touch another of her books.
As far as I can tell, the book was written only to have a woman protagonist
play the part of Thorby, from Heinlein's "Citizen of the Galaxy", as he
evolves into Tarl Kabot, or whatever that Gor man's name is, who commands
the Star Trek Enterprise.

Or consider the later McCaffrey Dragon books.  These books are much more
immoral than any Heinlein book I have ever read, since every time dragons
have sex, their owners must have sex with each other too, no matter how
they feel about each other or whatever.  I don't know how these books got
to be marketed as kiddie books.  Perhaps they just didn't have the
intellectual content to be anything else.

But my main complaint about feminist writings is the mood which so many of
them have that life is drab, and all you can do is push on, but you don't
have to enjoy it, or help other people to enjoy it.  So many feminist
novels sink into this mood.

Le Guin is in this group.  When she has a neat story, like in
"Disposessed", or in the 1st and 3rd Earthsea books, her books are very
interesting, because the actions somehow overcome the sombre mood.  But in
general, when I read her books, I emerge depressed, and do not look forward
to trying her again.  For example, I was able to read her 4th Earthsea book
in an evening, but when I finished, it was as if nothing had happened,
except I was in a very low mood.  The idea I got was that life was not that
special, so you might as well live it in poverty as in riches, for you will
be just about as happy.

Tanith Lee had the "Birthgrave", another book I found very depressing,
although it was very neat in places.  It had this superwoman who wandered
around, taking all sorts of abuse until she gets fed up and kills
everybody.  She was sort of like Thomas Covenant, the world was not quite
so vivid as the Land, but she was a more developed character in a
vulnerable but cold sort of way.  But I found it very boring travelling
with her around as she was used by the men around her.

Or there is Marion Zimmer Bradley, of whom I first tried "Endless
Universe", which has a spaceship society of explorers, which travelled
sublight to set up instantaneous gates.  This book had a very neat
background.  But the ship society was some sort of matriarchy, and
resulting society was as bad as any of ER Burrough's cavewoman-supreme
societies.  The women were sterile, so all sorts of immoral acts were
routine.  (This was I think was the same excuse McCaffrey used in her
"Crystal-Singer", another book intended for the kiddies.)  The premise
seemed to be that if women were in charge, and everyone is sterile, then
there are no more barriers to free love.  I find this a far worse situation
than the Heinlein group family which leads everyone to call him sexist.  I
should mention that this book is sort of depressing as there is a lot of
wondering whether the travelling is really worth doing.

Sylvia Engdahl is another author who allows a lot of drearyness and silent
suffering enter her books.  For example, she has a girl undergo
brainwashing in one book, and in another she has 2 lonely people find each
other, and they become a lonely, hardworking couple, and the woman winds up
giving up her superior culture for this existance.  However her books are
very forward-moving, and the sadness is quite moving, and I enjoy her books
very much, but I wish they were happier.

C.L. Moore is not immune to this drearyness.  Her Northwest Smith stories
have a lot of dreamy stuff about the soothing treacherousness of falling in
love.  Once she collaborates with Kuttner, lots of the stories become an
interplay between the matter-of-fact, Cambellian Kuttner, and the dreamily
romantic Moore.  She portrays how helpless a woman can be to her feelings,
so that she does lots of things she doesn't want to do and that make her
unhappy, and thus instills a brief drearyness to the story.  But they had
strong editors then to keep these aspects small.

One of my favorite authors writing now is Phyllis Eisenstein.  She
maintains a pretty positive attitude, although her last book "In the Red
Lord's Reach" was a bit dreary, as her hero settled down from an
adventuresome life into a hard everyday life in the cold North.  So she
also has this fault.

Katherine Kurtz pretty much avoids this problem, because she has a hardness
which cynically avoids the drearyness of feeling too much.  I like this a
lot, but on the other hand to keep introducing new characters, she has to
kill off old ones, and bring grief to the living old ones.  I feel so sorry
for the Deryni prince (I forget his name), who loses an old buddy or a
girlfriend every couple years.  He has a stiff upper lip, and takes it like
a man, but far too many pages are devoted to outlining his problems.

Lois McMaster Bujold pretty much avoids it completely.  The stories are a
bit comic book, but there is a verve in them which doesn't let much of a
hint of depression enter the books, except the story where Miles enters a
prison camp and has his fellow inmates beat him to a pulp.

Now I am almost to the point of avoiding any sf book written by a woman I
haven't tried.  I already avoid the McCaffrey-Norton-ZimmerBradley
recommendations.  For what I usually find is either a book which is
unreadably bad, or a book which might be enthralling but leaves a
depression which lasts several days.  And the science 4 times out of 5 is
much much worse than anything which Van Vogt or Edmond Hamilton come up
with.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 19:32:08 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.

And follows this up with a lot of very dim stuff about how SF by various
women is "dreary", makes him depressed, is "immoral" (people have sex), and
has bad science.

OK, Stewart, I'll grant you all this, for the sake of argument (though in
fact I think you're out to lunch on a lot of it).  But what does it have to
do with feminism?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 02:31:28 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

You might try _The Interior Life_ by Katherine Blake.  It isn't feminist,
exactly, it's just egalitarian.  I found it worth reading and not
depressing and so did my parents (both male and female).  Of course, the
women in it aren't sterile...

David Heydt

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 14:07:06 GMT
From: lsuc!golem!david@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (David J. Fiander)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.
[...]
>Or consider the later McCaffrey Dragon books.  These books are much more
>immoral than any Heinlein book I have ever read, since every time dragons
>have sex, their owners must have sex with each other too, no matter how
>they feel about each other or whatever.

I'm going to skip over most of your complaints, and focus on this one in
particular.  First, I don't recall McCaffrey's dragon books ever being
marketed as children's books.  If they were, then some publishing executive
really screwed up.  One thing it took me a long time to clue into (being a
rather naive teenager at the time) was that _all_ of the dragonriders were
male (until _The_White_Dragon_, then there was one female rider).  All the
highly visible sex that you were complaining about was homosexual (gasps of
shock fill the auditorium).

I don't quite see how this could at all be considered a feminist book,
unless all female writers are feminist, and hence anything by a woman is
feminist literature.  But you wouldn't be saying that, because that would
be a silly, ad hominem (ad feminem?) argument, and we don't stoop so low as
to do that sort of thing around here, do we?

David J. Fiander
david@golem.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 18:47:50 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Sassinak (was Re: feminism in sf)

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.
 
 I'm annoyed at people who are annoyed at feminism in SF. I thought that SF
fans were generally an open-minded bunch. I won't go on at length, since
this is really just flame-fodder, except to say that I enjoy a "feminist"
SF story just as much as I do a "technical" or "Christian" or "libertarian"
or whatever SF story: as long as the _story_ is good and the ideas don't
overwhelm it to the point of being preachy, I'll enjoy reading it.
 
 Now, to go on to my main point, inspired by this paragraph:
 
>Take for instance a book called "Sassinak", which was the last straw
>McCaffrey put out and now I'll probably never touch another of her books.
>As far as I can tell, the book was written only to have a woman
>protagonist play the part of Thorby, from Heinlein's "Citizen of the
>Galaxy", as he evolves into Tarl Kabot, or whatever that Gor man's name
>is, who commands the Star Trek Enterprise.

 My main point is this. I've noticed in the past five years or so quite a
few new SF novels featuring the Tough Woman main character, mainly written
by female authors. _Sassinak_ was the first one that caught my eye, but
there have been a fair number of them out.
 
 I was wondering if anyone else got the idea that this was a blatant
marketing move to reach a new segment of the SF-reading crowd. A lot of the
SF novels out there feature the Tough Man, but female readers aren't likely
to identify with that and probably most of them won't find the book too
interesting.
 
 So McCaffrey (and another writer whose name escapes me) come up with
_Sassinak_. Aim the story at adolescent minds (in bodies of whatever age).
Make the main character a female with a fabulous bod and some heavy
firepower, who takes no shit from anyone.  Bingo, you've got an instant hit
with the 12-to-17 crowd of both sexes. The girls wish they could be her,
the boys wish they could boink her.
 
 Am I stating the bleeding obvious here, or am I the only one who got that
sort of impression about the book?

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 23:47:55 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.

I have a hard time figuring out what you mean by "feminism."  

You seem to assume that all women SF writers are feminists.  You mention,
for instance, Anne McCaffrey; I read a good deal of McCaffrey in my
misguided youth, and I wouldn't call any of her work (that I've read)
feminist.  In fact, in retrospect, she makes my feminist hackles raise.  Of
the other writers you mention, Le Guin is the only one (as far as I know)
who has identified her work with feminism.

One of the assumptions that people on this newsgroup seem to be making a
lot is that all pro-female or anti-male writing is "feminist."  I don't
think this is the case.  Marion Zimmer Bradley, for instance, is very
pro-woman, but as far as I understand she has grave problems with the
women's movement and would not like being called a feminist.  This
distinction may seem odd to those of you who haven't been involved with the
women's movement, but I think it's a valid one.

I know plenty of women who are very angry at men and are quite willing to
"bash" them, but would never call themselves feminists.  Women have always
complained about men.  Sorry guys.

It's certainly not true that any book with a strong female protagonist is a
feminist novel.  There are plenty of books with strong female protogonists
that make no attempt to challenge gender roles; often the protagonist is
presented as being an exceptional woman, and all the other female
characters are as brainless or passive or wicked as a sexist could wish.
Suzy McKee Charnas has described her test for whether a novel is feminist
thus: "Are there female characters of complexity, variety, and true
importance to the protagonist of this story?  Or is she or he _sur- rounded
by and significantly connected only to males?_" I find this an interesting
criterion, though not the only one.

You complain that you find the work of a lot of female authors dreary.  I
can't argue with that.  If you find them dreary, and that's your honest
reaction, then I'd recommend that you don't read those authors.  But it's a
big jump from there to assume that all female authors are dreary.  I mean,
if I decided not to read male authors any more because I found a few male
authors' works aggressive and insenstitive, that would be pretty stupid.
Wouldn't it?

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 00:51:09 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: feminism in sf

Stewart Crall wrote:
>I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.
[deleted very, very, long list of authors and gripes]

Actually that list you provide strikes me as if you're defining "feminist"
as "written by a female author" as the folks you mention cover a fairly
wide variety of outlooks and styles.

First off, what seems to be mostly annoying you is the presense of sexual
activity between people who are not married (to each other) at the time aka
fornication and adultery.  These are quite as common in fiction by men as
by women and have very little to do with feminism.  (If you try to claim
John Norman is a feminist, you and I are going to have WORDS...)  Good
heavens - do you pass the best seller racks at your local book store with
eyes averted?  Sometimes I don't think they write of anything ELSE!

The other problem, downers, do seem common in modern sf and I would suggest
you avoid almost all cyberpunk like the proverbial plague.  Stay away from
detective fiction, too.  This, too, is hardly limited to SF; it's another
trend of the last few decades (ever see The Maltese Falcon?  Ever read
anything by Raymond Chandler?  True, there is victory of a sort in there
but rarely "the happy ending".)  And it is not even CLOSE to limited to
female writers, or related to feminism.

Actually feminism merely translates to believing that women are as valid as
men, neither superior nor inferior.  Go read Andre Norton; you'll feel
better.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 19:19:38 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>Actually, I wouldn't even call most of Le Guin's work feminist.  Tehanu is
>certainly feminist, and Eye of the Heron, and probably The Left Hand of
>Darkness as well.  (It's an examination of the nature of gender, with the
>explicit recognition that gender is at least in part a social construct;
>to me, that's enough for it to qualify.)
>
>I don't think, though, that Rocannon's World, or The Dispossessed, or the
>Earthsea Trilogy, are explicitly feminist in any meaningful sense.

Although Le Guin may have indentified some of her work *with* feminism, I
certainly wouldn't call it feminist writing, perhaps influenced or
motivated by the feminsit movement.  I certainly wouldn't place LHoD in the
feminist category (and fail to see why you have put Tehanu there either).
I would say that it explores an issue in a way that goes beyond the walls
of feminism.  Exploration of the meaning and value of gender shouldn't be
restricted to the world of 'feminism', anymore than we shoudl decided that
political discussion is the sole bailiwick of democracy, communism, or any
other single political ideology.  To my mind the principles and purposes of
feminism are a heck of a lot more specific than examination of the gender
concept in LHoD, although gender concept may play an important role in
feminist thought.

I would call Le Guin more of an anthropologist, than a feminist.  Perhaps
you are mistaking feminism with the calm open-mindedness of a good
'ethnographer'?  (smileys above ...)

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Miscellaneous - Transformations (2 msgs) &
                                Immortals (11 msgs) & 
                                Religion in SF (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 22:18:21 GMT
From: bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt)
Subject: Gender Swapping list Version 2

Here is an updated list of books, movies, tv, and stories that have gender
swapping in them, not neccessarily as the plot. I have corrected some
mistakes and added some titles. (?) means that I am not sure of the title
or the sender was not sure. (tranves) (transform) (hermorph) are
abbreviations.  Our mailer broke and for some reason we stopped getting the
rec. groups for awhile, so I may not have received everyone's message. If
you have any additions or comments, feel free to email or post. I have left
off descriptions of known titles, and descriptions of unknown titles to
shorten the length.

Thank you to all who have replied.

BOOKS

All you Zombies                 Heinlein
   THE UNPLEASANT PROFESSION OF JONATHAN HOAG
Amazon Planet                   Mack Reynolds (transves)
Beatnik Bayou                   Gollancz SF collection
Beyond Rejection                Leiber
Blessed Art Thou                (Novella in 3
   Title:I See A Long Journey) Rachel Ingalls
Blue Box                        Posted on rec.arts.erotica, not sure of 
   author
Blue Champagne                  John Varley
The Book of the Damned          Tanith Lee
Camelot 3000                    Mini-series turned graphic novel from DC
The Chevalier D'Eon             M. Coryn
The Chronicles of Mavin Manyshaped Sheri S. Tepper (transform)
The Cluster Series              Peirs Anthony
The Day in the Skins            Tanith Lee
Don't Bite the Sun              Tanith Lee
Drinking Sapphire Wine          Tanith Lee
A Fall of Princes               Judith Tarr
The Left Hand of Darkness       Ursula Le Guin
Guardians of the Galaxy         comic from Marvel
Herculine Barbin                Trans. R. McDougall (true, movie, hermorp)
Hotblood                        (Short story in)
I Will Fear No Evil             Heinlein
Idenity Matrix                  Jack Chalker
Mademoiselle De Maupin          Theophile Gautier (transves)
The Madness Season              C.S. Friedman's (transform)
The Man Who Folded Himself      David Gerrold
Mindswap                        Robert Sheckley
Myra Breckenridge               Gore Vidal
Ophiuchi Hotline                John Varley
Options                         John Varley
Orlando                         Virginia Woolf
Ozma of OZ                      Baum
The Passion of New Eve          Angela Carter
The Persistance of Vision       John Varley
Picnic on Nearside/Barbie Murders John Varley
The Phantom of Kansas           John Varley
Procrustean Petard              (Star Trek. New Voyages)
Regiment of Women               Thomas Berger  (Hermorph)
River of the Dancing Gods       Jack Chalker
Sarrasine                       Balzac (Hermorp)
Season of the Witch             G. Hank Stine
Son of Man (After Man)          Robert Silverberg
The Soulrider Series            Jack Chalker
(?)The Spa                      Clive Barker
Tiresias                        Greek Mythology
To Live Again                   Silverberg
Triple Echo                     H.E. Bates (trans)
Triton                          Samuel R. Delany
(?)Triumph of The Egg           Sherwood Anderson
The True Game                   Sheri S. Tepper (transform)
Turnabout                       Thorne Smith
The Twyborn Affair              Patrick White
The Warrior Who Carried Life    Geoff Ryman
Well Series                     Jack Chalker
When Gravity Fails              George Alec Effinger
Wild Seed                       Octavia Butler

Authors in general:

Butler, Octavia
Chalker, Jack
Varley, John
Lois McMaster Bujold

Other related stories

Hardwired       Walter John Williams
Jan Morris' Autobiograhical book about her sex change
Christine Jorgensen's book
No Woman Born by C.L. Moore
The Mystery of the Young Gentleman and What Did You Do During the 
   Revolution, Grandma? by Joanna Russ
Bloodchild by Octavia Bulter

MOVIES

All of Me
Cleo/Leo
Deathstalker
Doctor Jekyll and Sister Hyde
Frankenstein Created Woman
Ghost
Glen or Glenda
Goodbye Charlie
Myra Breckendridge
Some Like It Hot
Something Wicked this way comes
Switch
Tootsie
Triple Echo (Glenda Jackson)
Turnabout
Victor/Victoria
Frankenhooker

Related

The Hidden
Rocky Horror Picture Show
THE WORLD ACCORDING TO GARP
Shakespeare's The Twelfth Night and
  Your Own Thing

TV

Dobie Gillis
Fantasy Island
Flintstones     Dr. Frankenstone
                Gazoo turns Barney into woman
Gillian's Island
Highway to Heaven
Medical Center(?)
Munsters
Episode of Outer Limits
Quantum Leap    What Price Gloria
                Another Mother
                Miss Deep South
                8 1/2 Months
Ranma 1/2
Red Dwarf
Star Trek       Return to Tomorrow
                Turnabout Intruder
                TNG (recent episode)
Turnabout

Related

Bosom Buddies
Mork and Mindy

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 03:24:36 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: Busby-Transformation

Also, I mentioned Busby previously on transformations in sci-fi and format
to mention the title: _The Breeds of Man_.

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 15:59:28 GMT
From: cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky)
Subject: Re: Immortals

benson@vuse.vanderbilt.edu (Paul Benson) writes:
>... What are some _good_ books dealing with immortals. 

   A series that didn't get much mention in the last discussion of this
subject what the _Forever Hero_ trilogy by L. E. Modesitt Jr.  It concerns
a far-future Galatic Empire in which Old Earth has become a poisoned planet
able to support a minimum of life.  One of the natives is picked up by a
scouting mission and trained in the military sciences.
   Modesitt does a good job of describing military life and communications
as well as military ethics (IMHO).  He uses immortality to make the James
Bond style character (a Jack-of-All-Trades that is superb at all of them)
reasonable as well as to set up a scenario in which an individual actually
could change the course of history.
   The lack of bandwidth dedicated to this series and author has led
me to believe that either I am completely off my rocker in liking them or
most people never encountered them for some reason.  

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 06:24:11 GMT
From: ijameson@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Iain Jameson)
Subject: Re: Immortals

benson@vuse.vanderbilt.edu (Paul Benson) writes:
>... What are some _good_ books dealing with immortals. 

The first book in the "Well of Souls" series by Jack Chalker.

There is a book by Frank Herbert which deals with a race of immortals that
use short lived races for their entertainment. Cannot for the life of me
remember the name of the book.

Heinlein's "Time Enough for Love".

Van Vogt's "Weapon Shop" books.

Roger Zelazny's "This Immortal"

Do robots count?

Iain

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 19:01:23 GMT
From: dirk@ecst.csuchico.edu (Dirk Walls)
Subject: Re: Immortals

benson@vuse.vanderbilt.edu (Paul Benson) writes:
>... What are some _good_ books dealing with immortals. 

P.J. Farmer has written quite a few books that deal with immortals.  I will
not presume to state how good or bad they are, but I enjoyed most of the
ones I have read.

dirk@ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 19:46:52 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Immortals

ijameson@adelphi.physics.adelaide.edu.au.oz.au (Iain Jameson) writes:
>benson@vuse.vanderbilt.edu (Paul Benson) writes:
>>... What are some _good_ books dealing with immortals.
>
>The first book in the "Well of Souls" series by Jack Chalker.
>
>There is a book by Frank Herbert which deals with a race of immortals that
>use short lived races for their entertainment. Cannot for the life of me
>remember the name of the book.

I believe it was called "The God Makers"

How about "The Immortals" by James Blish(?)

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 23:17:09 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Immortals

More immortal books:

Poul Anderson's "Boat of a Million Years".  I'm slowly wading through
scores of books acquired onver 4 years of a part-time MS program, so I've
only scratched the surface of this, but it seems pretty good.

Alfred Bester wrote one.  Title completely escapes me.

Novella: "The Immortal", by James Gunn.  (May have the title off slightly.
It was a poor TV series in the late 60s.)

Short-short story: "Fleas" by Dean Ing.  

For bad immortals: The Chelsea Quinn Yarbro St. Germaine vampire books.
(It's the books that I find bad, not the character...)

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 02:36:54 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Immortals

Has anyone mentioned Jack Vance's _To Live Forever_ yet?  Not *really*
immortals; people who if they get enough status get to raise their own crop
of clones who get periodically backed up with their memories.
Complications then ensue.  Not a bad yarn.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 05:50:32 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Immortals

djheydt@garnet writes:
>Has anyone mentioned Jack Vance's _To Live Forever_ yet?  Not *really*
>immortals; people who if they get enough status get to raise their own
>crop of clones who get periodically backed up with their memories.
>Complications then ensue.  Not a bad yarn.

This's jogged my memory, and Joe Haldeman's _Buying Time_ has been knocked
loose. ;-) Anyway, this is about people who get "longevity treatments".
The cost is everything you have in the world, minimum of $1,000,000.  As he
says, it's easier the second time...  A good book, IMHO, especially if you
like Haldeman.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 14:55:14 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: Re: Immortals

   Hmmmmm, immortal characters. Roger Zelazny loves to have immortal
characters, in both his Science-fiction and his fantasy. His Amber series
has immortals just about everywhere. _This Immortal_ won him a Hugo one
year.  I forget which year, but it tied Dune for the Hugo.
   Michael Moorcock also writes about immortal/near-immortal characters.
Elric and Corum ware good examples. His Eternal Champion would have to be
regarded as immortal, even though it's a different type of immortality.
   There was one book I read a while ago that was quite good. The
characters weren't really immortal, but because of a new process called
dupling they could live practically forever, and be revived just for
fighting wars. It was called _The Eternity Brigade_ and I really enjoyed
it. I can't remember the author's name. After reading the newsgroup for
quite a while, I got an impression that the author got his ideas from _The
Forever War_, but I haven't read that book so I can't say for sure.
   If you go into fantasy novels, you get scads of immortals. There are
Elves in a lot of novels who, for some reason always live forever. I never
understood that. Sometimes they go by different names, but usually, they're
called Elves, and there always seem to be a dark elf race that is always
there too. The race called Lios 'Alfar (I think) from Kay's books were
elves, it's just Kay couldn't just copy the name. Also, he had a race
called somthingels `Alfar that were the dark elves. Sometimes these races
are handles well, but almost never.
   I'm sure there are lots more.  I don't have my collection with me of
course, so I can't just browse for immortal books.

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 10:47:15 GMT
From: sam@dac.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: Immortals

  Regarding books about immortality, some years ago I read a pair of books
by a French S/F writer named Rene Barjavel.  The books were titled " The
Immortals " and "The Ice People".  They were entertaining reading but not
very well written, this was perhaps due to a poor translation.

  "The Immortals" dealt with an immortality drug that made the condition
contagious.  Those infected were placed on an island and enclosed in a
controlled environment.  I have not seen this book in over ten years so I
do not remember any more details.

  "The Ice People" revolved around the discovery of the remnants of an
ancient civilization under the Antarctic ice, including a pair of humans in
suspended animation.  I recently found a copy of this one in a used
bookstore.

  Has anyone out there ever read these books and what do you think about
them?

Robert Arance
Douglas Aircraft
Long Beach, California

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 10:20:30 GMT
From: csa18@seq1.keele.ac.uk (R.J. Husmo)
Subject: Re: Immortals

Try Michael Moorcock's 'The Dancers at the End of Time.'  It's a trilogy,
but there is a one-volume edition by Omnibus out there somewhere.
Excellent fun.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 13:48:22 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Immortals

A couple of weeks ago someone asked for the name of a novel about a race of
immortals who manipulate short-lived mortals, such as humans, for their
entertainment.  I gave the title as "The God Makers".  I goofed - the
actual title is "The Heaven Makers".  At least I was correct about the
author - Frank Herbert.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 20:54:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Re: Religious/Anti-religious SF

Apologies if this is quite late; I'm trying to catch up on the many
digests.

Dan Bloch (dan@transarc.com) wrote:
>Most of Arthur C. Clarke's later fiction is devoutly anti-religious,
>though not as a primary theme.  I'd recommend in particular _The Fountains
>of

and  Magnus Olsson (Bitnet: THEPMO@SELDC52) wrote:
>So far, I haven't seen a single SF story that made a *convincing* argument
>against religion. On the other hand, I haven't seen any that made
>convincing arguments for it, either.
>
>However, to change the topic slightly, I haven't really seen much SF
>that's really *anti* religious. What is far more common, and that bothers
>me a bit, is the tendency for SF to be *areligious* - to forget religion
>altogether. In many books (for example most of Asimov's), the author
>builds

I've read 3 of Clarke's works: _2001_, _Childhood's End_, and "The Nine
Billion Names of God."  While these aren't _religious_, I found them to be
very *spiritual*.  I don't know how one could come away from reading _2001_
or _Childhood's End_ without a tremendous sense of wonder at what exists
above and beyond oneself and what humanity's role is in the universe.
_Childhood's End_ was one of the most moving books I ever read.

Other books I can think of with a spiritual tone or background (off the top
of my head) are _Radio Free Albemuth_ by Philip K. Dick, _Seventh Son_ by
Card, _Stranger In a Strange Land by Heinlein, and _Sister Light, Sister
Dark_ by Yolen.  Stephen King's _The Stand_ is definitely on the religious
side.

I frankly don't see challenging established religious beliefs as
"anti-religious."  One book that does this fairly well is James P. Hogan's
_Code of the Lifemaker_, wherein a civilization of sentient machines is
confronted with the question of what supreme being gave them life.  It
seems to me that as humankind advances there are bound to be changes in how
we look at ourselves spiritually - just as we have from pre-history
through the Medieval period, the Renaissance, the Industrial Revolution and
today.

BTW, I was amused when one person mentioned Madeleine L'Engle's work as
religious in nature: one of my sisters-in-law, a fundamentalist, refuses to
allow her children to read L'Engle because her books aren't religious
*enough* even though *she* read them herself as a child :-).

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 03:03:07 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Religious/Anti-religious SF

BA01@swtexas.BITNET writes:
>One book that does this fairly well is James P. Hogan's _Code of the
>Lifemaker_, wherein a civilization of sentient machines is confronted with
>the question of what supreme being gave them life.

This same question is lurking at the back of Brin's Uplift stories.
Presumably the Terrans have been too polite, or sensible, to rattle the
Galactics' cages by saying, "Okay, you trace your line (theoretically at
least) back to somebody who was uplifted by the Progenitors.  Who uplifted
the Progenitors?  If it was God, why could he not also have uplifted us
humans?  If the Progenitors did it themselves, why couldn't we?  And if
they didn't, then WHO DID IT FOR THEM?"  Unanswerable question which would
have set off the jihad before the Streaker expedition ever had the chance.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Aldiss & Anthony (4 msgs) & Boyer (4 msgs) &
                   Bujold (2 msgs) & Collins & Dickson & Eddings &
                   Forward (2 msgs) & Herbert & L'Engle & Willis

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 15:58:07 GMT
From: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie (Science Fiction Society)
Subject: Re: Aldiss' Helliconia Trilogy

   The Helliconia are Aldiss' finest expression of his belief that
intelligence and advanced civilization in species are just another
adaptation to conditions in the biosphere, and are easily and desiribly
discarded when it is no longer in a species' best interests to practice
them. A lot of people tend to find this view of the futility of human
endeavor very depressing. It is a common view in older English SF, growing
to prominence as it did at the end of the 19th century, the withering of
the British Empire and the utter ruin of WW1. This influenced a generation
of English writers. It didn't endear them to SF's new stalwarts in the US,
brought up on a diet of Campbell feelgoodisms, etc., and this feeling seems
to endure. It's all a matter of taste I guess. Is anything we do short of
passing on our genomes worth a fig in the final analysis?

On a lighter note, I quite liked his recent novella "Ruins". Non SF.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 12:58:17 GMT
From: GIFFORD%uhavax.DECnet@uhasun.hartford.edu
Subject: Piers Anthony

I have read quite a bit of Anthony's work, and in general, enjoyed it.  He
does have several series that stand out from his usual work.  The Battle
Circle trilogy varies from his usual theme.  Mute was one of my favorite
books by him.  It's full of his usual devices, but much more fun than his
average stuff.

Andy Gifford
GIFFORD@HARTFORD

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 02:50:21 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: Piers Anthony

The series beginning with "ON A PALE HORSE" is Incarnations of Immortality,
and I think it is fairly good.  (But then, I grew up on Andre Norton too.)

I have one good thing to say about Piers Anthony's science fiction; it does
not fall into the trap of the "greats" (i.e., Asimov, etc.) of being
fiction about science, rather than fiction involving science. He also
doesn't have any annoying moral axes to grind.

Jennifer Heise
Lehigh University
Bitnet: jahb@lehigh
Internet: jahb@ns.cc.lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 00:38:58 GMT
From: mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (mathew)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

Rod Johnson writes:
> The problem with Anthony isn't that he's light-hearted or fun - it's that
> he's Anthony.  Part of it probably has to do with the fact that he has so
> much product out that it tends to crowd out other, perhaps more deserving
> work.  Part of it is probably that he's figured out how to use the worst
> side of the current SF publishing industry - cranking out endless series
> for undiscerning or undemanding readers.  And part of it has to do with
> what a godawful writer he is. (Ogre, Ogre is literally the first book I
> *could not* bring myself to finish in the last ten years or so.  

Wow. Either you have a very low awfulness tolerance level, or Anthony is
one of the worst writers in existence. I say this because "Ogre, Ogre" is a
Shakespearean sonnet compared to the "Bio of a Space Tyrant" series.

Let's be honest here, "Bio of a Space Pervert" makes John Norman's Gor
novels look well-written.  At least with the Xanth novels, I was kept going
by the desire to find out what the next pun would be.  But once Anthony had
used up all the good puns (around "Centaur Isle" or thereabouts) and the
plots were getting really contrived, there was no reason left to read the
books.

"Bio of a Space Tyrant" has everything - flabby writing, cardboard
characters it's impossible to feel any empathy with, completely gratuitous
Normanesque sex scenes, implausible pseudo-science, a complete absence of
plot, and cliche after cliche.

The worst thing is that it isn't even good bad writing.

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 20:07:56 GMT
From: ukc!tharr!sweh@mcsun.eu.net (Stephen Harris)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

tlynch@nntp-server.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>Anthony is not very popular here, I'll admit.  I tend to enjoy the first
>few

Thats an understatement if ever I heard one!  I'm one of these people who
has nearly every Anthony book that I can get my hands on.  A few years back
he seemed to go through a stage where the books were absolutely awful (e.g.
middle Xanth), but by his later books he seems to be improving again.

>books in his many series (the first few Xanth, the first Adept trilogy,
>_On a Pale Horse_, etc.), but then see them as going downhill.  Always.
>Bar none, at least to date.  Anthony has some interesting ideas, but it
>seems to me that he doesn't know when to shut up.

Yah.  A Spell for Chameleon, and The Source Of Magic (Xanth 1 and 2) are
great books.  Then after that books three and 4 were just OK.  5 thru 10
were bad (compared to what he can do - but still readable), and now the
later ones are Ok again.  Similarly for the Incarnation books.

>But it's often thought-provoking, which, to be honest, Anthony nearly
>always is not.

How about the Tarot books?  And the "Of Man And Manta" series?  Chthon?
These books are pretty thought provoking at times.

Stephen Harris
..!ukc!axion!tharr!sweh
sweh%tharr.uucp@uk.co.bt.axion
tharr!sweh@uk.ac.ukc 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 20:19:55 GMT
From: tad@prism.gatech.edu (Tad K. Mannes)
Subject: Elizabeth H. Boyer books

I have yet to see anyone mention Elizabeth Boyer as a good author in this
news group.  Has anyone out there read any books by Elizabeth H. Boyer?
I've read:

_The Curse of Slagfid_
_The Trolls Grindstone_
_The Sword and the Satchel_
_The Dragon's Carbuncle_
_The Thrall and the Dragon's Heart_

and found them all to be enjoyable.  They are what I call lite reading,
it's what I read after I've gotten tired of thinking too hard, but still
it's not stupid.  It has a plot and everything you would expect of a good
book.  I'm interested to see what some of you who have read Boyer think of
her books?

Tad K. Mannes
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{allegra,amd,hplabs,seismo,ut-ngp}!gatech!prism!tad
ARPA: tad@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 21:46:55 GMT
From: redmond+@cs.cmu.edu (Redmond English)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth H. Boyer books

tad@prism.gatech.EDU (Tad K. Mannes) writes:
>I have yet to see anyone mention Elizabeth Boyer as a good author in this
>news group.  Has anyone out there read any books by Elizabeth H. Boyer?
>I've read:
>
>_The Curse of Slagfid_
>_The Trolls Grindstone_
>_The Sword and the Satchel_
>_The Dragon's Carbuncle_
>_The Thrall and the Dragon's Heart_

Well, I enjoyed the first one, thought the second was so very similar to
the first that I'd classify it as OK, and on discovering that the third was
again alomost exactly the same I gave up.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 15:08:09 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth H. Boyer books

>I have yet to see anyone mention Elizabeth Boyer as a good author in this
>news group.  Has anyone out there read any books by Elizabeth H. Boyer?

Yes, and I like her stuff much.  As far as I know, she has published the
following titles, all with Del Rey:

_The Sword and the Satchel_
_The Elves and the Otterskin_
_The Thrall and the Dragon's Heart_
_The Wizard and the Warlord_
_The Troll's Grindstone_
_The Curse of Slagfid_
_The Dragon's Carbuncle_

The only objection I have to Boyer's latest work is that she's struggling
to move from stories which are complete in one volume to stories which
extend over several, and that said struggle is producing uneven work.  This
is probably just shift-in-medium difficulties, tolerable in any writer who
produces good stuff IMHO.  Heck, anybody who has a relatively original
"floorplan" is a sending from heaven in the F/SF market these days, even if
s/he is retelling one of the Grand Old Plots.  (Which is why I read
_Rusalka_ and _Chernevog_ with enjoyment, despite the fact that Cherryh
normally leaves me cold.  The folklore of Kievan Russia is something
completely new to F/SF, as far as I can tell.)

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 18:30:21 GMT
From: creare!inb@dartvax.dartmouth.edu (Ian Brown)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth H. Boyer books

tad@prism.gatech.EDU (Tad K. Mannes) writes:
>Has anyone out there read any books by Elizabeth H. Boyer?  They are what
>I call lite reading, it's what I read after I've gotten tired of thinking
>too hard, but still it's not stupid.  It has a plot and everything you
>would expect of a good book.  I'm interested to see what some of you who
>have read Boyer think of her books?

I think you about summed up how I feel about them; I found them enjoyable,
light reading for when you aren't in the mood for anything that takes a lot
of concentration.  Since I tend to do a lot of things that do take a lot of
concentration, I tend to like books of this sort and go through them
quickly.  These are good enough that, if you do have some energy left when
you are reading them, you still aren't disappointed.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 18:48:53 GMT
From: bmo1@ra.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: Miles Vorkosigian bibliography request

I've read and enjoyed a few of Lois McMaster Bujold's Miles Vorkosigian
stories in Analog magazine, and like the first installment of Bujold's new
serial about Miles's parents.  However, these stories (especially
_Barrayar_, the new serial) make a lot of references to other events (like
the apparent war between Barrayar and Beta Colony), which sound
interesting.  I've seen a couple of books in the stores that seem to be
collections of these and related stories (the title _The_Vor_Game_ springs
to mind).  Does anybody have a list of Bujold's Vorkosigian, Beta Colony,
etc. stories that they could send me, or post here?

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 20:24:23 GMT
From: wolf@howlin.cs.unlv.edu
Subject: Re: Miles Vorkosigian bibliography request

In no particular order:

Shards of Honor    (covers the Escobar war, death of Serg, meeting of
   Aral and Cordilia)
The Warrior's Apprentice   (Miles "founding" of the Dendarii Mercs)
Brothers in Arms     (Miles adventures on Earth)
Borders of Infinity    (Three novellas about Miles)
Vor Game       (Miles early disasterous career with the Barrayaran
   military) 
Barrayar     (pre-Miles, post _Shards_of_Honor_ )

To my knowledge, if you have these, you have everything.  At the end of Vor
Game is a timeline of events which also mentions these books (I may have
mis-stated some of the titles)

Also in the same universe, but not about Barrayar, is:

Ethan of Athos  (same time, includes Elli Quinn)
Falling Free    (about 200 years earlier)

Hope this helps.

Alex Borders
PO Box 4657
Las Vegas, NV 89127
wolf@jimi.cs.unlv.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 18:00:15 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo Nominations

atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III) writes:
>Nancy A. Collins
>   SUNGLASSES AFTER DARK (Horror novel)
>   TEMPTER (Horror novel)

She also wrote a rather amusing Sub-Genius one-shot, LOVE'S THROBBING
"BOB", which was published in a limited pamphlet by Dark Carnival in
Berkely last year.  And she is about to take over DC's horror comic, SWAMP
THING, which should be very much worth checking out.  Her first issue as
writer is due in a few weeks (it will be an annual, followed by her run on
the monthlies), so you can probably wait for it before voting.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 04:04:44 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

As I understand it, Gordon Dickson began his "Childe Cycle" Dorsai novels
in the 50's, with a grand plan for doing zillions of books in this single
universe, which I've seen praised many times for its grandiose scale.

Yet here we are, 30 to 40 years later, and he's only done (as far as I've
been able to tell), maybe a half dozen books in this universe, a total
which is dwarfed by *many* other others in their own universes.

So how come people are so in awe of the Childe Cycle's scale? Because
they're impressed at the scope of his plans, even though he achieved less
than many other authors? Seems very weird. Or have I somehow missed twenty
books????

(I liked the earlier Dorsai books; that's not the point.)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 17:57:44 GMT
From: andersen!jwest@uunet.uu.net (Jeff West)
Subject: David Eddings - The Magician's Gambit

Could some one give me a synopsis of what happens in David Eddings,
_The_Magician's_Gambit_.  I have been reading the series and all of the
local libraries have a mile long list for this book (My wife asked that I
not buy it and add to my already HUGE collection of paper backs).  I
already have the 4th and 5th book (checked them out instead).  So if I
could get the 'gist' of what happens in this one I could continue.

Thanks in advance!!

Jeff
jwest@andersen.com 
jwest@andersen.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 17:19:51 GMT
From: srdiem@vela.acs.oakland.edu (It's not my Problem!)
Subject: Re: Dragon's Egg

ncc1701@aix01.aix.rpi.edu (Mark O. Chadwick) writes:
>G E Derylo writes:
>>    I enjoyed Robert Forward's heavily technical _Dragon's Egg_. Are
>>there others out there that liked it, or, as a techie myself, did I just
>>bask in the genius of his imagination and technical imagery?

>Yes, I did enjoy it a lot.  You should go on to read the sequel to that,
>as well as Flight Of the Dragonfly.

   I enjoyed his work as well.  There is a recently released (1990)
"complete" copy of the original story for _Flight of the Dragonfly_
entitled _Rocheworld_.  As the back cover says there is an "additional 50
thousand words," dealing with mostly the technical aspects of the ship and
journey.  As far as it being a sequel I am really not quite sure anout that
(I read _Dragon's Egg_ over seven (I think) years ago).

Stephen R. Diem
srdiem@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 21:27:38 GMT
From: mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Re: Dragon's Egg

>I enjoyed his work as well.  There is a recently released (1990)
>"complete" copy of the original story for _Flight of the Dragonfly_
>entitled _Rocheworld_.  As the back cover says there is an "additional 50
>thousand words," dealing with mostly the technical aspects of the ship and
>journey.  As far as it being a sequel I am really not quite sure anout
>that (I read _Dragon's Egg_ over seven (I think) years ago).

_Flight of the Dragonfly_ or _Rocheworld_, whichever you prefer is not the
book being referred to as the sequel to _Dragon's Egg_.  The sequel to
_Dragon's Egg_ is titled _Starquake_.

BTW, is _Rocheworld_ worth buying if you already have _Flight of the
Dragonfly_?

Mike Milligan
mgm8426@rigel.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 13:18:26 GMT
From: LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien)
Subject: Dune : why didn't the guild take over ?

When rereading Dune for the _I_don't_know_how_many_th time I got myself
asking the question stated above : why didn't the Guild (controlling the
transport between planets) take over the planet Dune centuries ago. I don't
see a good reason why they didn't, but a very good reason why they should
have.  It would have given them complete control over the most wanted stuff
in the universe.  And who or what could have stopped them?

Peter Arien
Academic Computing Center
K.U.Leuven Belgium
LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be 
LAAAA43@blekul11.bitnet   

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 16:50:53 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: M. L'Engle's Time trilogy 

I'm afraid I must object to your comments about the additions to the Time
Trilogy.  I, for one, think MANY WATERS is *AWFUL*. Very bleah and not
worth checking out of the library even. This may be because Sandy and
Dennys were such bleah characters to begin with.

I also don't think that AN ACCEPTABLE TIME was part of the series (I think
it is pretty good, but. . .). Rather, it is part of the strands concerning
Polly, including DRAGONS IN THE WATERS and A HOUSE LIKE A LOTUS.

However, there is one more teen semi-SF by her that I thought was good,
i.e., THE YOUNG UNICORNS (however, it is Austin, rather than
Murry-O'Keefe).

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 21:46:45 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Light Raid by Willis and Felice

kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran) writes:
>Has Willis published anything besides _Fire Watch_, _Light Raid_, and
>_Lincoln's Dreams_?

She co-wrote another book with Cynthis Felice called _Water Witch_.  I
haven't read it.  I think that's all she's published, but I hear that she's
got another solo novel in the works.  It may even be finished and awaiting
publication as we speak.

BTW, I like Willis' work, but I found _Light Raid_ really disappointing. I
think her best work (so far) is in short story form.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 10-Jun  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #234
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA03795; Mon, 10 Jun 91 09:53:04 EDT
Date: Mon, 10 Jun 91 09:53:04 EDT
Message-Id: <9106101353.AA03795@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #234
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 10 Jun 91 09:53:04 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #234
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 10 Jun 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 234

Today's Topics:

	    Books - Heinlein & McCaffrey (7 msgs) & Pournelle &
                    Fallen Angels (2 msgs) & Request
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Date: 9 Jun 91 19:42:36 GMT
From: DLOWE@ua1vm.ua.edu (David Lowe)
Subject: (none)

   Heinlein's popularity remains vast, but the controversy about his work
continues. I think this is because he was such a mixed talent; his
strengths as a writer were great, but so were his shortcomings.  Good
points have been made here about his storytelling and characterization and
I have little to add to them.  His science fiction aspired to, and
sometimes achieved, status as a literature of ideas, and in his ideas as
much as anything else Heinlein was alternately brilliant and embarrassing.

   Sometimes Heinlein showed the limits of an engineering education.  (Hold
the flames - I am an engineer.)  A hundred years after Nietzsche, he
actually thought that he was doing something intellectually daring by
attacking Christianity.  His Archie Bunker attitudes on the visual arts and
his hostility toward Freud showed his inability to come to terms with
modernism in any form.  His libertarian economic ideas were simple and
romantic, social Darwinism was so integral to his philosophical make-up
that he seemed to be no more aware of it than fish are of water, and he
reacted to the symbols of nationalism with a flawless predictability.

   If he had all of these defects, where was his strength?  In that kind of
scientific and technical imagination that defines hard science fiction.

   If you want to see one of the finest engineering minds of the twentieth
century at work, look at the chapter of _Have Spacesuit will Travel_ in
which Kip repairs the old spacesuit that he has just won in a contest.  All
of the basic problems of keeping a human being alive and functioning in
space are explored here. It is not bad writing, either.  It all seems so
natural and everyday that it is easy to forget that, while the word
_spacesuit_ may be in the Wordperfect spell-check today, this narrative was
written before human beings had ever left the planet.

   Other examples of Heinlein's superb speculative talent are easy to come
by.  The bombardment of the Earth by lunar catapult in _The Moon is a Harsh
Mistress_, the powered armor of _Starship Troopers_, the treatment of the
twin paradox in _Time for the Stars_--I could go on and on.  It is possible
to learn something about the ballistics of interplanetary flight from
reading certain of his novels closely and "He Built a Crooked House" is a
nice little lesson in the fourth dimension.  Trying to write a time travel
paradox story after "Hey You Zombies" must be a little like trying to write
counterpoint after Bach.

   In his later work Heinlein used this talent less and less regularly.  He
wrote about sex more frankly and he often managed the difficult trick of
making sex boring.  Most of us who like our science fiction hard prefer his
early writing.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 20:04:10 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: dragonriders' sex

David Fiander says that all the "highly visible sex" in McCaffrey's earlier
books was homosexual.  Now, I haven't read these books in years, and never
got past the first 5 or 6, but as I remembered it, the sex described was
that between bronzes & queens and their respective male & female riders.
The implications for riders of green & blue dragons may be there, but I
never picked up on it (I too was a more-or-less naive teenager when I first
read the books).  I don't really remember much discussion of the sex life
of the lesser dragons at all; I'll have to go take a look - I think I still
have the books.  Did anyone else reach the same conclusions as did Mr.
Fiander?

Now seems as good a time as any to ask this: For those who thought that the
first few books about Lessa and the two about Menolly were fun but *not*
great literature or even particularly thought-provoking (i.e., mind candy,
no more, no less) (no flames please), should I bother with the zillions of
Pern books she seems to have produced since then?  If they're *good* mind
candy, or at least up to the standard of, say, Dragondrums, please let me
know.

Cynthia Teague
cteague@uvmvm

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 21:16:33 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: dragonriders' sex

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>Now seems as good a time as any to ask this: For those who thought that
>the first few books about Lessa & the two about Menolly were fun but *not*
>great literature or even particularly thought-provoking (i.e., mind candy,
>no more, no less) (no flames please), should I bother with the zillions of
>Pern books she seems to have produced since then?  If they're *good* mind
>candy, or at least up to the standard of, say, Dragondrums, please let me
>know.

In an attempt to answer your question, I'd rate the Pern books as follows:

The main trilogy (D'flight, D'quest, White D.) - BEST she's done.
Harper Hall trilogy (D'song, D'singer, D'drums) - OK for a quick read;
   fairly entertaining; plan on reading all three in a week or less
DragonsDawn - a must read for anyone who enjoyed "the trilogy"; very good.
Moreta - enjoyed it when I read it, but can't remember a thing about it
   now, so I can't recommend it very highly.

I haven't yet read Renegades of Pern or Nerilka's Story; I'd appreciate
yea/nay recommendations based on my above opinions.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 21:05:36 GMT
From: MNHCC@cunyvm.bitnet
Subject: Re: dragonriders' sex

Someone asked McCaffery about dragonriders having homosexual relations
while their dragons were mating, and she confirmed it.  However, it was
more implied than spelled out in the books as I recall.  

Marty Helgesen

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 19:06:58 GMT
From: rml!woodowl!sdragon@lll-winken.llnl.gov (Rob Montanaro)
Subject: Re: dragonriders' sex

MNHCC@CUNYVM.BITNET writes:
> Someone asked McCaffery about dragonriders having homosexual relations
> while their dragons were mating, and she confirmed it.  However, it was
> more implied than spelled out in the books as I recall.

Implied?  Thats one word for it... It seemed pretty clear to me.  For
instance, in Moreta, K'lon was balled out for timing it so that he could
spend time with his weyrmate while he was dying of the plague.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 22:55:32 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Leanne Phillips)
Subject: Re: dragonriders' sex

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>David Fiander says that all the "highly visible sex" in McCaffrey's
>earlier books was homosexual.  Now, I haven't read these books in have the
>books.  Did anyone else reach the same conclusions as did Mr. Fiander?

A few others have answered this, but I might as well. A lot of the sex in
them wasn't what I'd call 'highly visible', but what was mentioned was that
the dragonriders are 'less inhibited'. In _The White Dragon_ Jaxom is
scared of what would happen if Ruth flew one of the greens, and the
implication I got was that it was more the 'after' the flight than 'during'
the flight that scared him.  And there was that pair of Fortians that
wounded F'nor.  They were weyrmates, like a queen-bronze pair's riders
would be.

>Now seems as good a time as any to ask this: For those who thought that
>the first few books about Lessa and the two about Menolly were fun but
>*not* great literature or even particularly thought-provoking (i.e., mind
>candy, no more, no less) (no flames please), should I bother with the
>zillions of Pern books she seems to have produced since then?  If they're
>*good* mind candy, or at least up to the standard of, say, Dragondrums,
>please let me know.

Hmmm, Okay. Dragondrums was definitely higher quality than the other two in
that series, I guess.  The best of the first trilogy was The White Dragon.
Moreta is better than Dragondrums by a long shot, but you might as well
skip Nerilka, since it was not.  Renegades...  I'd put that somewhere above
Dragonsong and Dragonsinger, but not up as high as White Dragon. Real
helpful, eh? :-) The one I would most recommend is Dragondamn, the story of
the first Landing.  It's good.  I liked it a _lot_.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 03:25:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Dragonriders

   The chronological list of the Pern books, as compiled by Karen Wynn
Fonstad in _The Atlas of Pern_ goes like this:

   Moreta: Dragonlady of Pern
   Dragonflight
   Dragonquest
   Harper Hall trilogy
   The White Dragon

   I can assume that Dragonsdawn comes before all of them, and that
_Renegades of Pern_ encompasses from Dragonflight into the future passed
the White Dragon.  Where, though, does Nerlika's Story fit?

   Does Karen Wynn Fonstad still do sf/fantasy atlases?  I'm aware of _The
Atlas of Middle-Earth_, _The Atlas of Pern_, _The Atlas of the Dragonlance
Chronicles_, _The Forgotten Realms Atlas_.  Are there any others?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 13:49:14 GMT
From: lsuc!golem!david@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (David J. Fiander)
Subject: Re: dragonriders' sex

phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Leanne Phillips) writes:
>CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>>David Fiander says that all the "highly visible sex" in McCaffrey's
>>earlier books was homosexual.  Now, I haven't read these books in have
>>the books.  Did anyone else reach the same conclusions as did Mr.
>>Fiander?

>A few others have answered this, but I might as well. A lot of the sex in
>them wasn't what I'd call 'highly visible', but what was mentioned was
>that the dragonriders are 'less inhibited'. In _The White Dragon_ Jaxom is
>scared of what would happen if Ruth flew one of the greens, and the
>implication I got was that it was more the 'after' the flight than
>'during' the flight that scared him.  And there was that pair of Fortians

Well, after having written that message, and received email saying that I
was wrong about all the sex being homosexual, I reread the Dragonriders
trilogy.  The only commonly visible sex occurs when a queen is being
"flown," and even then it only really occurs when it's necessary for plot
or political reasons.

Note: I am not discussing the sexuality of the dragons, which seems to be
completely hetero, but that of the riders.  _All_ dragonriders, except for
the queen's, and _one_ green in the third book in the trilogy, are male.
Nor am I saying that the dragonriders were primarily homosexual in
orientation, but they all participated in homosexual activities.

The sexuality of the "minor" dragonriders is brought out in Chapter twelve
of _The_White_Dragon_, probably for two reasons.  One is that Jaxom is
becoming concerned about Ruth's sexuality (or lack thereof), and the second
IMO, is that MacCaffrey wanted to make the homosexuality, which could be
deduced from the from two books, if one thought about it, explicit.

David J. Fiander
david@golem.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 18:43:25 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: New Pournelle-Stirling book


  Go Tell the Spartans, by Jerry Pournelle and S.M.Stirling

Just out (I think) in the U.S., paperback, $5.  Apparently a Falkenberg
Legion story, covering the incidents of the separation of Sparta (the
colony world) from the crumbling, but still toothy, CoDominium.

I haven't had time to read more than the first chapter, but it should
fairly good.  Pournelle knows his history; for instance, the shoot-up of
rampaging insurgents mentioned by someone in another thread is lifted from
the Blues insurgence in Justinian's Constantinople (cf. Robert Graves'
Belisarius, or a proper historical reference - I take it from Graves).  And
S.M. Stirling's Draka series is arguably among the best SF of the late 80's
but, then I don't like the second rate mainstream fiction that is being
passed off as SF for those who don't know better (for example Simmons'
Hyperion or Wolverton's On My Way to Paradise).

The set-up for this one is apparently something similar to the 14th (?)
century French "Jacquerie", or the German (early 16th) Peasant Revolts.
Smart agitators attack the landholders and try to get the farmhands on
their side, in order to weaken the Spartan state.  And Falkenberg's Legion
is going to train the Spartan armed forces, to the disgust of some in the
CoDominium ...

For those who complain of the bloodiness in Pournelle's stories: It's true
but, pick up Thucydides, and check out what the Athenians did to their
Melian allies when the latter tried to turn neutral and stop fighting
Sparta (the original one).  It's around paragraph 85 of book V of the
History of the Peloponnesian War, if memory serves.  The original
definition of Realpolitik ...

P.S.
  Pournelle's latest Info-World column mentioned this book and "the
Niven/Pournelle Fallen Angels" (quoting from memory).  Hardcover, right ?

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 01:58:00 GMT
From: panix!jhawk@cmcl2.nyu.edu (John Hawkinson)
Subject: Niven/Pournelle/Flynn _Fallen_Angels

Has anyone read the above's collaboration (Fallen Angels) just published by
Baen? Any comments? Also, who is Flynn? (It sounds familiar, but I can't
put my finger on it). Thanks. 

John Hawkinson
jhawk@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 19:51:34 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: New Pournelle-Stirling book

abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>  Pournelle's latest Info-World column mentioned this book and "the
>Niven/Pournelle Fallen Angels" (quoting from memory).  Hardcover, right ?

Fallen Angels is now out in paperback (I just bought & got mine signed by
Niven & Pournelle). I think it's a really fun read, although I'm sure that
some people will dislike it, because its main elements are: 

<very mild spoiler>

  the adventure that the title alludes to, which involves space flight

  a near future Earth in the midst of a fast-coming ice age (and what I
  thought were some interesting explanations for why, but then they agreed
  with my own prejudices and research; some people will probably dislike it
  for being too much expository lecture in that part of the book), and

  an Us against Them consisting of an anti-science, anti-science fiction
  eco-fascist government in the U.S versus all the wonderful smart brave
  science fiction fans who've managed to survive underground.

The latter is a bit hard to swallow, and I'm positive some people will
dislike that, but it certainly will be eaten up by those who feel they are
part of Fandom and therefore are being praised so highly. I'm far from sure
that such a future would have Fans who behave in such ways, but I suppose
it's possible. Come to think of it, the people are relatively believable,
it's just the supposed one-to-one mapping of such people with "Fans" with a
capital F that is a bit much.

On the other hand, I suspended my disbelief and enjoyed it enough that I
would buy another such book with Fandom heroes. And it was fun getting that
peek at all of those Fans who are based on real Fans of today (the authors
did charity auctions for the right to have one's name appear in the book,
which sounds like a pretty good idea; a novel approach to ego boosting with
benefits to charity).

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 15:42:40 GMT
From: k044477@hobbes.kzoo.edu (Jamie McCarthy)
Subject: Looking for the name of a story

I read a sf-ish story many (5+) years ago, and would like to know the title
and author, if anyone knows it.

The story was about a man picked off of Earth by aliens, who imprison him
somewhere and conduct psychological tests on him.  Running mazes, that kind
of thing.  He figures out what they're doing and reacts contrary to how he
"should", trying to communicate to them that he's intelligent.  Instead,
they decide he, and the rest of homo sapiens, is brain-damaged, and wipe
out the planet.

Sound familiar?  If anyone can help me identify this, send mail.

Jamie McCarthy
k044477@kzoo.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	Miscellaneous - Gender Swapping List & Hard SF (16 msgs) &
                        Religion in SF (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 21:51:53 GMT
From: bewoldt@winona.intel.com (Bob Ewoldt)
Subject: Gender Swapping List V4

Following is version 4 of a list of books, theater, movies, tv shows, short
stories, etc. that contain some short of gender "confusion". The request
had been originally for gender transformations/mutations/swapping. This has
expanded to include transvestites, transexual, cross dressing, and any
other similiar concept. This list in the most part was not compiled by me.
I received the bulk of this from dnichols@goddess.csc.ti.com (Dan Nichols).
He already has these lists compiled. I added some to them.

This list has not been error corrected in any way. If I waited that long I
would have never got to posting it. Any addition, modification, would be
accepted

Thank you all who replied to this. If the number of additions warrants, I
may post again.

[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this article, the entire list
mentioned above has been placed into the archives.  The name given the file
is: gender-swapping.list.]

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 06:09:50 GMT
From: jgreen@eros.calpoly.edu (James T. Green)
Subject: Hard Science Fiction Writers

I'd like to see a thread started listing those authors who generally write
"hard" science fiction.  I have little interest in stories about hobbits,
dragons, magic swords, wizards, or other such fluff.

I don't necessarily mean that all of their works would necessarily be based
on known science.  If that were the basis, then any story with FTL would be
left out.  I mean authors who try to, as much as possible, not get out of
sticky situations by having the hero wish on a magic ring or such.

A few to start the list:

Arthur C. Clarke
Isaac Asimov 
Larry Niven (I know about his sucky magic series, but his SF is good)
James P. Hogan                                      
Robert Heinlein
James White

Any others to add?

James T. Green
jgreen@eros.calpoly.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 09:15:19 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

jgreen@eros.calpoly.edu (James T. Green) writes:
>I don't necessarily mean that all of their works would necessarily be
>based on known science. If that were the basis, then any story with FTL
>would be left out. I mean authors who try to, as much as possible, not get
>out of sticky situations by having the hero wish on a magic ring or such.
[...]
>Larry Niven (I know about his sucky magic series, but his SF is good)

You're contradicting yourself. Niven's "sucky" magic series is no less hard
science fiction than, say, his Known Space work, precisely because he
*treats* magic as a science. He reverses one of Clarke's Laws and
essentially derives what me might call Niven's Corrollary to Clarke's Law:
"Magic is indistinguishable from any sufficiently advanced technology".

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 20:08:56 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>Niven's "sucky" magic series is no less hard science fiction than, say,
>his Known Space work, precisely because he *treats* magic as a science.

I'd quibble with your terminology - I prefer to call it "hard fantasy" but,
not your evaluation.  Check out the short story "Convergent Series" in the
collection of the same name for a fantasy story for readers who hate
everything but hard SF.  A great demon-raising story, with rivets all the
way through.

Rich Holmes
Syracuse U. Physics Dept.     
rich@suhep.bitnet
rich@suhep.phy.syr.edu
rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 06:56:12 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

jgreen@eros.calpoly.edu (James T. Green) writes:
>  I have little interest in stories about hobbits, dragons, magic swords,
>wizards, or other such fluff.   [...]
>Arthur C. Clarke
>Isaac Asimov 
>Larry Niven (I know about his sucky magic series, but his SF is good)
>James P. Hogan                                      
>Robert Heinlein
>James White

Once upon a time I used to be primarily a hard core hard SF fan,
but... wow... words almost fail me. *This* is really extreme.

Well, each to his own, but if you feel *that* strongly then you might even
hate e.g. Brin. Bear would certainly be too fluffy for your tastes. I guess
that leaves, uh, just Charles Sheffield and Robert Forward.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 23:31:00 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

OK,

Jerry Pournelle
Gregory Benford
Robert Forward
Harry Stubbs "Hal Clement"
Occasionally Poul Anderson, though he doesn't stick in one genre
Dean Ing (Damn, I've put his name in three postings today. )
Stanley Schmidt 
Ben Bova

You could include Julian May.  She is dealing with what we'd consider a
"soft" science, but once she's set the rules, she plays that hand out.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 11:42:33 GMT
From: msf@wren.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

brooksp@hpcc01.HP.COM (Peter Brooks) writes:
[listing some writers of hard (maybe) Science Fiction]
>You could include Julian May.  She is dealing with what we'd consider a
>"soft" science, but once she's set the rules, she plays that hand out.

   I disagree - all she has done is to maintain internal consistency.
Science Fiction is about playing about with the rules, but *once* they're
set, a writer *must* stick with them.  One of the most irritating things I
find in reading poor SF (or works in any other genre for that matter) is
when an author fails to be consistent - it's just bad writing!
   IMNSHO, "hard" SF is about making interesting extrapolations which are
strongly derived from the world we know today, and which are consistent
with our understanding of physics and science in general. Sure, the writer
may well make assumptions or guesses in the grey areas for the sake of the
story, but what *does* fall within the domain of current scientific
understanding *must* be consistent with that understanding.
   By your argument, you could classify Asimov's Robot stories as hard SF
because he always sticks with the `Laws of Robotics :-)' !!

Michael Fuller

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 16:32:21 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

msf@wren.cs.rmit.OZ.AU (Michael Fuller) writes:
>brooksp@hpcc01.HP.COM (Peter Brooks) writes:

>[listing some writers of hard (maybe) Science Fiction]
>>You could include Julian May.  She is dealing with what we'd consider a
>>"soft" science, but once she's set the rules, she plays that hand out.
>
>I disagree - all she has done is to maintain internal consistency. Science
>Fiction is about playing about with the rules, but *once* they're set, a
>writer *must* stick with them.

I don't see how that counts as disagreement.  Seems to me you're saying
exactly what Pete said.  What is it about May that violates your criterion
but not his?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 02:51:20 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>msf@wren.cs.rmit.OZ.AU (Michael Fuller) writes:
>>brooksp@hpcc01.HP.COM (Peter Brooks) writes:
>
>>[listing some writers of hard (maybe) Science Fiction]
>>>You could include Julian May.  She is dealing with what we'd consider a
>>>"soft" science, but once she's set the rules, she plays that hand out.
> 
>>I disagree - all she has done is to maintain internal consistency.
>>Science Fiction is about playing about with the rules, but *once* they're
>>set, a writer *must* stick with them.
>
>I don't see how that counts as disagreement.  Seems to me you're saying
>exactly what Pete said.  What is it about May that violates your criterion
>but not his?

Well, good fantasy has internal consistency also.  Hell, even a decent
whodunit (whose connection to reality does not have to be that close) has
to have internal consistency.  Perhaps the original poster meant that s/he
(sorry, I've lost track) wants the story to be consistent, not only with
itself, but with the rest of the physical universe as we know it.  Which is
approximately how I would define hard SF, if asked.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 91 09:17:12 GMT
From: dadams@thebox.rain.com (Dean Adams)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

jgreen@eros.calpoly.edu (James T. Green) writes:
> I'd like to see a thread started listing those authors who generally
> write "hard" science fiction.  I have little interest in stories about
> hobbits, dragons, magik swords, wizards, or other such fluff.

Same here...  pure fantasy to me usually means BORING.  It's just too
easy when everything can be explained away by "magic".

> A few to start the list:
> 
> Arthur C. Clarke
> Isaac Asimov 
> Larry Niven (I know about his sucky magic series, but his SF is good)
> James P. Hogan                                      
> Robert Heinlein
> James White
> 
> Any others to add?

It looks like you got a pretty good list there, the first five are some of
my all-time favorites.

One more that comes to mind is Frederik Pohl, the "Heechee" series
certainly qualifies as great "hard" SF !

Dean Adams

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 11:58:35 GMT
From: cksnsr@nmt.edu (Christopher Knight)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

>A few to start the list:
>
>Arthur C. Clarke
>Isaac Asimov 
>Larry Niven (I know about his sucky magic series, but his SF is good)
>James P. Hogan                                      
>Robert Heinlein
>James White
>
>Any others to add?

Let us not forget Robert L. Forward.

(Asimov? though, huh)

Chris Knight
cksnsr@nmt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 23:00:39 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

   On this question of "hard" SF: Would you count cyberpunk stuff like
Walter Jon Williams ("Hardwired")?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 16:30:51 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

A little more on Julian May.  (Sounds of hornets buzzing....)

In Intervention, she is chronicling the establishement of a new science of
meta-whatever, and except for the original fuzzy connotations, it's as much
hard science as say, Tom Easton's genetic engineering tales. (Granted, the
chronicles are not central to the story, but they are there.)

Agreed, that you have to be self consistent to even be in the running but,
she was trying to do what few have attempted, which is the invention of a
"new type of science" and pulling it off.  Maybe this calls for another
thread.  Asimov did it with the Foundation series, and the Prelude to
Foundation book (in my unread pile).  Any others?

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 04:00:27 GMT
From: jgreen@zeus.calpoly.edu (James T. Green)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

oracle@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU (Jonah H Cohen) writes:
>On this question of "hard" SF: Would you count cyberpunk stuff like Walter
>Jon Williams ("Hardwired")?

I've never read "Hardwired", so I don't know if it would be "hard" science
fiction or not.

I suppose the reason I started this thread was to get other people's
opinion about what was "hard" SF so that I might pick up on some authors I
may either have discounted or not known of, especially those of the past
few years that I may not have heard of yet.

James T. Green
jgreen@eros.calpoly.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 04:04:33 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Hard SF is dark? (was Re: Piers Anthony)

6600arac@ucsbuxa writes:
>[...]
>I just wonder, why people read Hard SF??  It's usually dark, grim, and not
>a nice view at all.  I definitely would rather read Anthony over something
>like _Mona Lisa Overdrive_ (forget the author).  When I go to a bookstore,
>I tend to skip over the books with the covers all in dark colors.  They
>just don't interest me.

I thought MLO was cyberpunk.  Hard SF means to me Charles Sheffield's
_McAndrew's Chronicles_ (and his other stories set in that universe) to
give a canonical example.  Another "hardish" example would be Larry Niven's
"Known Space" series.  Neither are all sweetness and light, but I wouldn't
mind living in either place.  To varying degrees of success, Star Trek
attempts to be hard SF as well, and it would be hard to come up with a more
optimistic picture of the future than what Gene Roddenberry has created.

Of course, there are counter examples as well - Greg Benford's _In the
Ocean of Night_ and following don't exactly paint a cheery picture of the
future, and the universe that Fred Pohl's _Gateway_ takes place in isn't
the most wonderful place in SF, either.

But I think this indicates a balanced view, rather than a leaning towards
"the dark side" of SF.  <insert witty Star Wars reference here ;->

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 09:34:02 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Subject: Re: Hard SF is dark? (was Re: Piers Anthony)

6600arac@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu says:
[precontext deleted - I don't think it's relevant]
>I just wonder, why people read Hard SF??  It's usually dark, grim, and not
>a nice view at all.

Hm. When someone says ``hard SF'' I think of Clement first, then Clarke,
perhaps Niven (yes, I know there are more recent authors). ``dark, grim,
and not a nice view at all'' doesn't seem to fit any of these.

Is 6600arac thinking perhaps of cyberpunk? [No! No! Not the cyberpunk wars!
Heinlein was a sexist wimp! Pratchett is a Wodehouse ripoff! Piers Anthony
is a master of Celtic myth! Unix is the best ... sorry, wrong newsgroup ...
Tolkien stole all his ideas from Donaldson! But not the Cyberpunk Wars!]

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 15:42:44 GMT
From: nevs@opal.cs.tu-berlin.de (Sven Goldt)
Subject: Re: Hard Science Fiction Writers

What about Harry Harrison ???

nevs@opal.cs.tu-berlin.de                             *

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 01:58:07 GMT
From: calsci!al@gvgpsa.gvg.tek.com (Al Petterson)
Subject: Re: Religious/Anti-religious SF

djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu writes:
>This same question is lurking at the back of Brin's Uplift stories.
>Presumably the Terrans have been too polite, or sensible, to rattle the
>Galactics' cages by saying, "Okay, you trace your line (theoretically at
>least) back to somebody who was uplifted by the Progenitors.  Who uplifted
>the Progenitors?  If it was God, why could he not also have uplifted us
>humans?  If the Progenitors did it themselves, why couldn't we?  And if
>they didn't, then WHO DID IT FOR THEM?"  Unanswerable question which would
>have set off the jihad before the Streaker expedition ever had the chance.

That's the whole point of the antipathy towards humans; I don't see it as
"lurking at the back." (I'm just nitpicking.) The clearer-headed
(comparatively; still fanatically religious) among the Galactics have
always hated us because we don't have patrons; either we're not "truly"
uplifted (sentient), or we've uplifted ourselves, making us equivalent to
the Progenitors, whom they see as gods.  Not just heretics but the
equivalent of Odin making a surprise appearance on Oral Robert's show.  The
Streaker expedition just made it too obvious to ignore.  We've stomped on
too many religious totems.

Dammit, Brin, write another one!!

al%calsci@gvgpsa.gvg.tek.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 17:52:11 GMT
From: MNHCC@cunyvm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Religious/Anti-religious SF

People interested in religion in science fiction and fantasy might be
interested in RADIO FREE THULCANDRA a Christian oriented fanzine I edit.
You mention a fundamentalist who objects to Madeleine L'Engle.  The latest
issue of RFT has an article "The Unicorn Hunters" by Sandra Miesel about
the fundamentalists who attack all fantasy, even that by Christians such as
L'Engle and C.S. Lewis, as instruments of the occult.  Needless to say,
she does not approve of them (that is an understatement).  The readership
includes various kinds of Christians and non-Christians (atheist,
neo-pagan, etc.)  I will send a sample copy to anyone who sends me his
snail mail address.  

Marty Helgesen

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (3 msgs) &
                                  Feminism in SF (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 May 91 20:33:35 GMT
From: MNHCC@cunyvm.bitnet
Subject: Intercon 91

I have received a flier for Intercon 91, to be held in Oslo Aug. 9-11.  I
attended the previous Intercon in 1989 and enjoyed it.  I would not have
travelled that far just for a convention, but for several years I had been
thinking about visiting Scandinavia.  I decided to do it then and to
arrange my schedule so I was in Oslo the weekend of the con.  Most
Scandinavian fans speak English, and many of them speak it very well.  A
large part of the programming is in English, and the committee makes a
special effort to take care of non-Scandinavian visitors.  If you have been
thinking of a Scandinavian vacation you may want to combine it with
Intercon 91.  If so, write to Intercon 91, P.O. Box 121 Vindern, N-0319
Oslo 3, Norway.

Marty Helgesen

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 19:46:48 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Son of Herne's Con

I just retruned from an absolutely wonderful weekend in Ithaca sharing the
time with other lovers of Robin of Sherwood.  The guests of Honor were
Richard "Kip" Carpenter and Mark "Nasir" Ryan.  This had to have been one
of the best cons I've ever been to; it was more like a huge party and the
GoHs were very much in evidence everywhere.  It was not surprising to find
them talking in the halls or in the video room adding to what we were
watching in addition to the panels they did.  Now for some of what
happened.

Kip mentioned that a RoS revival is possible IF (big if) Prince of Thieves
does well (and does anyone think it won't) and they can get the funding
(bigger worry).  The only problem seems to be that Jason Connery may not be
able to come back as Robin because he has become rather busy.  Also, Kip
has the fourth season already written because they didn't know that they
were going to be cancelled until the very last minute.  I will come back to
this at the end so that those of you don't want to know how it would end
don't have to read it.

Mark Ryan is a wonderful person, has a great sense of humor, and very
approachable.  He is also pleased to no end that his character has already
become an accepted part of the Robin Hood myth (see Prince of Thieves).  He
walked into the video room while we were watching a blooper reel and gave
some wonderful background info on what was happening, and told us some
other mishaps and inside jokes that never made it to the blooper reel.  He
was also with us when a trailer was shown of Michael Praed's new movie, Son
of Darkness, To Die For Part II and was very amused at the way all the
females (me included) were drooling over Michael.  Small aside: this movie
is a vampire movie and yes, Michael is a vampire and it looks to be
absolutely fantastic.  The most basic comment was that Michael could nibble
on any neck in the room if he wanted to :-).

Now for what would have been part of the fourth season:

SPOILER WARNING

On the subject of Marion: Judi Trott did not want to do an entire season
which is why she was sent to Halstead.  Marion would have been in three
episodes; two in the middle somewhere and the last one.  Her presence would
have been felt throughout the season.  Robin was going to start falling for
another woman, but would realize that he still loved Marion, she would be
mentioned in every episode, etc.  The last episode, which would also be the
last of the series, Marion would come to her senses :-) and leave Halstead
and marry Robin.

Gisburne's and Robin's relationship (brothers): Yes, Gisburne would find
out who his father really is.  Little John would once again be captured and
Robin would go to Gisburne with a deal "Release Little John and I'll tell
you who your real father is!"  Gisburne would try to deny it, but since the
only people who know that he is a bastard were his parents and himself, he
knows that Robin knows and that Robin would tell him the truth because he
is an honorable man.  Gisburne would arrange Little John's escape and then
meet with Robin.  Needless to say, Gisburne has mixed feelings on the fact
that Robin is his half brother - he's the son of an earl but his brother is
also a wolfshead.

In a later episode, the Earl of Huntington would come down with what is
thought to be a fatal illness.  Gisburne hears of this and rushes off to
Huntington to try to claim what he feels is rightly his.  Robin doesn't
hear of his father's illness for a few more days, and when he does, he
rushes off because he knows what Gisburne must be up to.  By the time Robin
and the Merries catch up to Gisburne, the Earl has recovered and the
Merries grab Gisburne and carry him off before he can blurt out that the
Earl is his father.  Once again, Gisburne is not killed and the Earl
doesn't find out about his bastard son.

Kip said that he may write this up as a book.  We can only hope.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 21:05:03 GMT
From: passman@alliant.alliant.com (Shirley Passman)
Subject: World Con in Chicago in '91

Is anyone on this group connected with the Con Committee for World Con in
September or do you know how to contact them.  I have a friend who's sent
in her check and several follow ups to the box number on the information
and never heard a thing.  Since all she does have is the Post Office Box
number, she's beginning to panic.

If anyone knows of any better way to contact someone on the Committee, we'd
be forever grateful.

Thanks!

Shirl

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 14:09:33 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

david@golem.uucp (David J. Fiander) writes:
>ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>>I am one of the people who is very annoyed at feminism in sf.
>>Or consider the later McCaffrey Dragon books.  These books are much more
>>immoral than any Heinlein book I have ever read, since every time dragons
>>have sex, their owners must have sex with each other too, no matter how
>>they feel about each other or whatever.  I don't know how these books got
>>to be marketed as kiddie books.  Perhaps they just didn't have the
>>intellectual content to be anything else.
>
>I'm going to skip over most of your complaints, and focus on this one in
>particular.  First, I don't recall McCaffrey's dragon books ever being
>marketed as children's books.  If they were, then some publishing
>executive really screwed up.

Hi-ho.  This one really should go on the Frequently Asked Questions
(Frequently Stated Incorrect Beliefs?) list.  Three of the Dragonbooks:
*Dragonsong*, *Dragonsinger*, and *Dragondrums*, were published first in
hardback by a children's publisher, and were written as children's books.
If you reread them, you'll find that they're sex-free.  *Dragonflight*,
*Dragonquest*, *Dragondung*, et al., were written for adults, and published
by adult paperback (hardback from *The White Dragon* on) houses.

While I'm at it, the Earthsea trilogy was written for a children's book
publisher as well.  Many good books are written for children; the fact that
a book is good is not incompatible with its being intended for children.
Check out Salman Rushdie's *Haroun and the Sea of Stories* for another good
written-for-children fantasy.

Sigh.  I really wish there were some compact, non-offensive term for
children's books; "juvenile" causes howls of rage, "kiddielit" is
completely beyond the pale, and "children's book" takes too long to type.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 18:11:00 GMT
From: LZAHN@smith.bitnet
Subject: Femminist sf

Has anyone out there read Sheri S. Tepper's book The Gate to Women's
Country? It's a very interesting book dealing with the future after what I
think was a nuclear war.  (It's been a while since I read it).  This book
brought up some very interesting questions about gender roles in our
present society.  The book has a sort of Greek Tragedy running throughout
the book before each chapter and its very interesting to see how this play
is viewed by the women's populations in her society.

In this future the women live in walled cities while the majority of the
men live in garrisons outside the city as a protecting army.  The few men
within the city are the women's servents, choosing this life as they are
not 'fit' for the warrior lifestyle.  The book concerns a daughter of a
promenient leader (I have forgotten specific names), and how she learns
about the society that has been created.

Many people will think, oh this is a Bradley-Russ- femminist type book but
its very different.  It is more an statement against today's soceity than a
"we should all renounce men" type statement (which I have seen in too many
sf books).

I highly recommend this book, although it can be slow in parts, I really
enjoy Tepper's writing style and hope to read more of her works.  Pat
Murphy is another woman sf writer who does not go overboard on femminism.
Her book of short stories, Points of Departure, (which includes Hugo or
Nebula winning novella (?) Rachel in Love) is really good.  As are her
books, The Falling Woman and The City, Not Long After.  Her writing focus'
more on characterization, but it is good and fun to read.

------------------------------

Subject: Re: feminism in sf
Date: 6 Jun 91 20:46:28 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
>matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>>Actually, I wouldn't even call most of Le Guin's work feminist.  Tehanu
>>is certainly feminist, and Eye of the Heron, and probably The Left Hand
>>of Darkness as well.
> Although Le Guin may have indentified some of her work *with* feminism, I
> certainly wouldn't call it feminist writing, perhaps influenced or
> motivated by the feminsit movement.  I certainly wouldn't place LHoD in
> the feminist category (and fail to see why you have put Tehanu there
> either).  I would say that it explores an issue in a way that goes beyond
> the walls of feminism.

Well, you'll notice that I was a little bit undecided about whether to call
The Left Hand of Darkness a feminist book.

(My reason for that reluctance, by the way, is rather specific: I was
thinking of Delany's criticism of the book, in which he said that the
Gethenians didn't really seem female, that they seemed more like
hermaphroditic men than like truly androgynous people.  Le Guin seems, at
least in part, to agree that this is a valid point.)

Perhaps I just think of feminism less narrowly than you do: to me, it seems
like an incredibly broad and diverse intellectual movement.  At any rate,
we probably agree, more or less, about what Le Guin was doing in The Left
Hand of Darkness: illuminating what gender is (gender, as opposed to sex)
by constructing a society in which either it doesn't exist, or, if it does
exist, has a very different meaning than in our own.

Still, I do think that a serious attempt to understand what gender means to
our society is almost feminist by definition.  I would certainly hate to
have a definition of feminism that excludes The Second Sex!

Matthew Austern
(415) 644-2618 
austern@lbl.bitnet
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 19:10:14 GMT
From: verseman@stl-07sima.army.mil ("Amy N. Verseman")
Subject: Feminist SF

I've never been convinced that Mists of Avalon is worth all the hype and
praise it's gotten over the years.  I re-read it recently, and was even
less impressed than the first time through.  It seems that none of the
characters can maintain an emotion toward the others for more than a
chapter or two at a time.  Now, I admit that change is necessary for
growth, but let's have a little realism here!  Bradley has seemed to need a
continuity editor in most of her more recently published works, including
anything Darkover in the last 5 or 6 years.  The stories seem to be there,
but the motivations behind them leave a lot to be desired.

For quite some time, her books seemed to be the worst when it came to
spelling, grammar and punctuation, also.  This can't be totally put on her,
but you would think there would be a bit more concern.  This has gotten
better in the past couple of years, throughout the industry, but there is
one thing that is more evident all the time.  If there is an alternate
spelling of any given word, with a totally unconnected meaning, the wrong
one will be used!  Is this a function of word processors, or just sloppy
editing?  Oops! flame came on when I wasn't looking!  Back to the point.

I have a hard time seeing any book as feminist when the author is allowing
her female characters to behave in ways that have been traditionally
identified with 'ditzy broads', and that is the exact feeling I get from
Mists.

No one has referred to Julian May as a feminist writer, which I find nearly
amazing.  Not that I think she is, but since she presents us with several
strong female characters, she seems to fit the description for several
contributors.  I'll grant that Felice is sick, but in many ways, Elizabeth,
Mercy and several of the Tanu women are very strong.  Perhaps the strongest
are Madame Guderain and Sister Amerie.  They are people who come to terms
with what has been dealt to them in this life, and act in ways that not
only support those around them, but also themselves.  Perhaps because they
are allowed to do this in more or less traditional female roles, many
people miss the strength requisite for their actions.

Amy Verseman

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 19:38:00 GMT
From: DARCHDEACON@smith.bitnet
Subject: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

I haven't been paying the strictest attention to the discussion, so pardon
any redundancies.

 McCaffrey as a feminist writer?  Nah, at least not with the dragon books.
I was always bummed because all the dragon-riders were men (except for the
queens, of course, but there aren't very many of them.)
 If you are looking for good books (fantasy) with female protagonists, I
highly recommend Robin McKinley's _The Blue Sword_ and _The Hero and the
Crown_, and Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_.  Both authors created strong
female heros who (IMDO) aren't "Tough Women".

DARCHDEACON@SMITH

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 18:36:12 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>Actually, I wouldn't even call most of Le Guin's work feminist.  Tehanu is
>certainly feminist, and Eye of the Heron, and probably The Left Hand of
>Darkness as well...

>I don't think, though, that Rocannon's World, or The Dispossessed, or the
>Earthsea Trilogy, are explicitly feminist in any meaningful sense.

ROCANNON'S WORLD, absolutely right; the original Earthsea trilogy, so much
so that UKLG found it rather embarrassing as her "consciousness got
raised."  Part of the brilliance of TEHANU is that it manages to be a
feminist book without damaging what worked in the original trilogy.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 16:02:05 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>Still, I do think that a serious attempt to understand what gender means
>to our society is almost feminist by definition.  I would certainly hate
>to have a definition of feminism that excludes The Second Sex!

This was exactly my point.  I think that, for many reasons, the thinking
that serious attempts at understanding gender issues should *not* be
defined as 'feminist' any more than they should be defined as
'masculinist'.  Perhaps my greatest objection is the tendecy that much
feminist thought has towards exclusionary thinking.

To my mind issues as large as 'understanding gender' and 'men and women's
roles' in a culture, should be dealt with as holistically as possible.
Perhaps a better term for such issues would be 'humanism', a term of which
I am particularly fond, but which has problems of its own, especially when
we meet up with other intelligent species (see Card's Speaker for the Dead,
for a reasonable attempt at dealing with this issue, also Le Guin's The
Word for World is Forest).

As to the criticism about LoH dealing with hermaphorditic men, and not
andorgynous humans, I can see some merit in it.  One should keep in mind,
thought, that book was written in '69.  Le Guin has managed to deal a bit
with the problem in more recent works from a new perspective.  An excellent
example is Always Coming Home - a book that overcomes the problems of LoH,
but assumes a whole slew of new problems.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		  Miscellaneous - Conventions (2 msgs) &
                                  Feminism in SF (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 17:32:23 GMT
From: BPH6SSG@vax.bio.leeds.ac.uk
Subject: British Con Listing

Contour Mapping - Matrix' Convention Listing

4th SCIENCE FICTION DAYS NRW (July 6-7, Conference and Training Centre,
Dusseldorf & Rheinstern Penta Hotel details from SFCD- Regionalgrupper
Niederrhein e.V, c/o Heinrich Sporck, Morikestr. 7, 4320 Hattingen,
Germany). Guests of Honour Anne McCaffrey, Ian Watson, Terry Pratchett,
Angela and Karlheinz Steinmuller. There will be a three parallel programme
stream including talks on SF and politics, space shop forms and slide shows
on fantastic themes with specially composed electronic music.

SUMMER STABCON '91 (July 5-7, Woolton Hall, Fallowfield Campus, University
of Manchester, details from 17 Davenport Park Road, Stockport, Cheshire SK2
6JU). Games con - Board, RPGing, War - played mostly in and adjacent to
bar, so minimum age of 18. If the weather co-operates there may be live
action and/or a tournament and probably an area for foam and steel weapons
practice.

TWENTYCON (July 19-21, Holiday Inn Birmingham, details from Carol Morton,
14 Park Street, Lye, Stourbridge). Guest of Honour Harry Harrison. This is
the Birmingham SF group's 20th anniversary celebration/party with a
membership ceiling of 250 people.

MABINOGICON (July 26-28 Neuadd Rathbone, UCNW Bangor details from 9 Friars
Avenue, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1BB). Guest of Honour, Anne McCaffrey; Special
Guest, Stephen Gregory. Two stream programme partly echoing the Welsh theme
including music, partly presenting local scientists to compare their
reality to the SF presentation of their subjects. Other items include the
Pathfinder quiz game presented by Gwen Funnel and Peter Wareham; a cocktail
workshop; a food tasting; Part I of the Comics Quiz Special Crossover issue
(Part II to be at Wincon II in August); a "Once and Future Myth" panel
picking up where Reconnaissance left off in February. The committee says
there will be an all day bar 11am to midnight with cheap beer. This is the
Unicon, an annual convention held at a place of higher education with
(traditionally) cheap accommodation.

INTERCON '91 (August 9-11, University of Oslo, Blindern Campus, Bldg. No.
5, Sophus Bugge House, details from PO Box 121, Vindern, N-0319 Oslo 3,
Norway). Guests of Honour Mary Gentle, Larry Niven, P.G. Olsen and Roar
Ringdal. 40 foreigners or so attended Intercon I in '89; the committee hope
to practice their renowned Viking hospitality on many more; approximately
one third of the programme and conversation will be in English. The
programme includes Science as she really is, Artificial Intelligence or
Bust; To the Stars or Die; Dice or Dreams; Roleplaying; Norwegian Folk
Tales. Gophers who help to run for the con for 6-8 hours plus will get a
clear conscience, soup and rolls, nice people to work with and a possible
refund of (part of) the registration fee if the con makes a profit. There
will be Convention Banquet and Short Story Competition.

WINCON II (August 16-18, King Alfred's College, Winchester, details 38
Outram Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO5 1QZ). Guests of Honour
Bruce Sterling, Brian Stableford, Josef Nesvedba and writing workshop with
Gwyneth Jones. Programme items include "The undying fascination of the
vampire", "Do the Time Warp" quiz, Alfred's Cake Baking Competition (win a
flaming good prize). Feature films and mammoth participation quiz. Victor
Kutilov and Andrew Shechkov from the Obninsk SF Club in the USSR will
attend to chat and explain SF in the USSR.

CONDUIT '91 (August 23-26, Sacha's Hotel, Manchester, details from Tina
Hewett, 65 Park Road, Dartford, Kent DA1 1ST). This Star Trek convention
will start with a Dorm Party, continue on Saturday with a full programme,
Fancy Dress and Disco and culminate on Sunday with plenty of music at the
Theme Party. The convention charity is the British Diabetic Association.

ALBACON '91 (September 27-30, Central Hotel, Glasgow, details from K.
Heenan, 2/1, 1155 Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow G41 3NG). Guest of Honour Alan
Dean Foster. Lots of late shows and parties plus 24 hour film show.
Masquerade, artshow, competitions, quizzes, dealers, spaceflight talks and
exhibition.

OCTOCON (October 5-6, Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, details from 23
Rushbrook Court, Templogue, Dublin 6W). Guest of Honour Geoff Ryman. 2nd
annual Irish SF con. The programme will include the Costume Party and the
Radio Play (featuring the GoH); a film programme with box office hits and
more esoteric offerings.

EROTICON SIX (October 4-6, Tollgate Motel, Gravesend, Kent. Details from
Claire Brialey, 17 Guildford Street, Brighton BN1 3LS). Guest of Honour
Storm Constantine. Matrix 95 will contain an article on the raison d' tre
of this convention. In the meantime, anyone who desperately wants guidance
on a book list, can contact John Philpott at the above address.

SOUPCON (October 25-27, De France Hotel, Jersey, details from 63 Drake
Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9 1LQ). The De France proved universally
popular as the Contrivance site in '89 and is the site for the Eastercon
(and Eurocon) Helicon in '93; it also has a superb chocolate shop.

NOVACON (November 1-3, Excelsior Hotel, Birmingham, details from Bernie
Evans, 121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands B66 4SH). Guest of
Honour Colin Greenland. Games, disco, the snooker tournament and real ale
for the 21st Novacon. Part of the art show will be a competition to design
a 21st birthday card. This hotel tries very hard to provide vegetarian food
at every meal. This con presents the annual Nova awards, created by Gillian
Field in 1973. They are for the best fanzine, fanwriter and fanartist of
the year and are voted for by con attendees who have received six or more
fanzines during the year.

HILLCON (November 22-24, Atlanta Hotel, Rotterdam, details from Van
eeghenstraat 97, 1071 EX Amsterdam, the Netherlands). Guests of Honour
Orson Scott Card, Dan Simmons, Fan Guest of Honour Kees van Toorn.
Programme ideas include items of SF as it won't be written in the '90s:
"Turtle Turds": how to get rid of those awful Sci-Fi and comic movies;
films and videos which the committee think you should have seen plus some
you shouldn't have. Dan Simmons is currently working on Endymion set in the
Hyperion universe; Orson Scott Card's latest book is Alvin Journeyman. The
1991 King Kong Awards will be presented -- the highest Dutch SF award,
which comes with Dfl 1000 for the Best Story Previously Never Published.
Winner and runners up are published in a special edition. Dutch authors
only.

X-ASM (November 29th-December 1st, 1991, The Hotel Metropole, Leeds,
details from Jenny Glover, 16 Aviary Place, Leeds LS12 2NP). Guest of
Honour M. John Harrison. Small, single (and a bit) stream convention
devoted to serious written stuff and sybaritic hedonism. You might almost
say "disparate fun"... (Biased, us? Just because the concom includes both
Matrix editors & the Co-ordinator/Vector editor...)

Event Horizon - The Shape of Cons to Come...

This details further away conventions, so people who want to plan their
conventions, book holidays from work etc. Starting with 1992 conventions:

PENTACON (January 25, The University Centre, Cambridge, details from Helen
Steele, Newnham College, Cambridge or Matthew Reid, St. John's College,
Cambridge). Jomsborg the New, the Cambridge Fantasy Society joins forces
with Cambridge University SF Society to produce practical fantasy and
literary SF.

FOURPLAY (early February, details from Alison Scott, 2 Craithie Road,
Vicar's Cross, Chester). Guests of Honour include Jane "Doctor Jane"
Robinson and Colin Fine. The 4th British filk con. Filk is the unholy
offspring of a long-forgotten typing error which covers everything from
filthy Viking songs at ungodly hours of the night in a key best left
undescribed up (or down?).

MASQUE (February 14-16, Cobden Hotel, Birmingham). Guest of Honour Anne
Page. This is the first specific costume convention in the UK and will have
three masquerades (historical, SF and Galactic Fashion), workshops on
chainmail making, Viking sewing techniques and others, films such as, of
course, The Rocky Horror Picture Show, an art show with pictures of past
masquerades internationally and limited space, so book early!

LUCON IVY (February 14-16, Leeds University Union, details from Leeds
University SF Society, PO Box 157, Leeds LS1 1UH). Guest of Honour Gwyneth
Jones; Guest Colin Greenland.  Cheap accommodation; the programme will
include a demonstration by The Fight School; cheap beer; small and
friendly, though hopefully not quite as small and friendly as last year
when a freak snow storm led to an enjoyable con with a siege mentality.

ILLUMINATION (April 17-20, Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool, details from
379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield S2 3HQ). Guests of Honour Paul McAuley, Geoff
Ryman. Fan Guest of Honour Pam Wells (1991 TAFF race victor). The programme
theme will be the fringes of SF such as magic realism, horror and foreign
language SF. Illumination intends to get people talking to each other to
avoid people new to cons feeling alienated or left out.

INCONSEQUENTIAL (May 22-25, Aston Court Hotel, Derby, details from 12 Crich
Avenue, Littleover, Derby DE3 6ES) Organised in conjunction with Octarine
(the SF Humour Society) there will, logically, be a theme of humour in a
two streamed programme. Both of the 24 hour video programmes will tend to
include rare and unusual series and films.  Guests are likely to be people
you will want to meet but may not have seen at cons; unfortunately Tina and
her amazing juggling fleas had to be scratched.

PROTOPLASM (June 19-21, Parker's, Central Manchester, details from 1
Shoesmith Court, Merchants Place, Reading, Berks RH1 1DT). Guest of Honour
Bob Shaw. Special Guests Mary Gentle, Dean Wayland, Mike Gearing. The theme
is biology in SF and the "real" world - for with developments in genetic
engineering and biotechnology, SF has been overtaken by reality; plus there
will be turkey readings, games, quizzes and the traditional cabaret. There
will be guided tour of Manchester canals; probably a swordfighting demo and
discussions on contact with aliens who do have radically different biology
but don't have pointed ears.

HELICON There will be far more detailed accounts of what is to come for the
1993 Eastercon and Eurocon later. Just now, it will be held during Easter
1993 at the De France hotel, St. Helier, Jersey, with a room rate of
approximately #28-30. The De France is very friendly and is practically on
the beach.

More generally, the name "Helicon" was chosen because it refers to St.
Helier and was, among other things, the birth planet of Hari Seldon. It is
planned by much the same people who organised the successful Eastercon,
Contrivance, in 1989. Details from 63 Drake Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9
1LQ.

This was a sneak preview of some of the sort of stuff that goes into
"Matrix", the Newsletter of the British Science Fiction Association.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 03:14:22 GMT
From: zeno@athena.mit.edu (R. Duffy)
Subject: Readercon 4 notice (with program details)


				 READERCON

	 The conference on imaginative literature, fourth edition

		    Worcester, Mass.  July 12-14, 1991


***NOTE:*** After looking this over, if you decide to attend, you should
*CALL THE HOTEL* as soon as possible to reserve a room.  They are going to
RELEASE OUR BLOCK after JUNE 14, and they will probably fill up after that.

You should then write, call, or e-mail us to get Progress Report 2 for
other details, including ticket info for the Saturday poolside barbecue.
(Join either by mail - see below, or at the door, but either way you should
get PR2 from us.)

	Worcester Marriott        tel. 508-791-1600
	10 Lincoln Square
	Worcester, MA 01608

Guests of Honor:
  
	Barry N. Malzberg
	(critic) John Clute

(Unfortunately Tom Disch will not be able to attend due to personal
reasons)

Also attending :

Constance Ash, A. J. Austin, Lisa A. Barnett, John Betancourt, Terry
Bisson, Aline Boucher-Kaplan, Stephen P. Brown, Joseph-David Carrabis,
Jeffrey A. Carver, Kathryn Cramer, John Crowley, Don D'Ammassa, Daniel P.
Dern, Scott Edelman, Janice M. Eisen, Gregory Feeley, John M. Ford, Esther
M. Friesner, Craig Shaw Gardner, Greer Ilene Gilman, Geary Gravel,
Elizabeth Hand, David G. Hartwell, Jeff Hecht, Alexander Jablokov, S. T.
Joshi, Donald G. Keller, Robert Killheffer, Rosemary Kirstein, Ellen
Kushner, Eleanor Lang, Fred Lerner, Jonathan Lethem, Stan Leventhal, S. N.
Lewitt, Patricia A. McKillip, Thomas McMahon, Yves Menard, James Morrow,
John Morressy, Resa Nelson, Alexi Panshin, Cory Panshin, Charles Platt,
Rachel Pollack, Steven Popkes, Mark Rich, J. F. Rivkin, Darrell Schweitzer,
Melissa Scott, Delia Sherman, Sarah Smith, Susanna J. Sturgis, Michael
Swanwick, Stanley Wiater, Heather Wood, Joey Zone

 
   Please mail to READERCON, P.O. Box 6138, Boston, MA 02209  
   or call us at  617-576-0415
   or e-mail      zeno@athena.mit.edu

Readercon is part of a growing number of sf cons intended specifically for
readers.  But where other cons concentrate on specific genres (or marketing
categories), Readercon sees all of imaginative literature as its bailiwick.

We have no media, no costuming events, no gaming, and a dealers room with
almost nothing but books and magazines.  What we do have is a huge emphasis
on the program and its participants.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 21:27:14 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

DARCHDEACON@smith.BITNET writes:
>McCaffrey as a feminist writer?  Nah, at least not with the dragon books.
>I was always bummed because all the dragon-riders were men (except for the
>queens, of course, but there aren't very many of them.)

I must disagree: I think McCaffrey is writing (in Pern books) about a
society which is very unenlightened w.r.t. women's roles, etc.  However,
most of McCaffrey's heroines AND heroes are more enlighteded, "modern"
types who are trying to break out of this mode.  For example, Menolly
becoming a harper; Mirrim Impressing a green (or blue?) dragon.  All of the
protagonists considered these to be good moves forward for Pern's society.
Much of the undercurrent in the Pern books is about a society which has
"degenerated" in some ways from our current state, and is trying to return
to their previous level again.  An important motivating force here is the
Harper craft, who consider this to be one of their main jobs; clearly, the
harpers are McCaffrey's favorite of the craft halls...

I think more of this comes through in the Harper Hall trilogy than in the
original trilogy; I suspect that the comments above may be based on a
reading of only the main trilogy, yes?

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 21:27:55 GMT
From: news@midway.uchicago.edu (News Administrator)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

DARCHDEACON@smith.BITNET writes:
>If you are looking for good books (fantasy) with female protagonists, I
>highly recommend Robin McKinley's _The Blue Sword_ and _The Hero and the
>Crown_, and Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_.  Both authors created strong
>female heros who (IMDO) aren't "Tough Women".

You also should include _Jack the Giant-killer_ by Charles DeLint.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 23:49:53 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

DARCHDEACON@smith.BITNET writes:
>If you are looking for good books (fantasy) with female protagonists, I
>highly recommend Robin McKinley's _The Blue Sword_ and _The Hero and the
>Crown_, and Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_.  Both authors created strong
>female heros who (IMDO) aren't "Tough Women".

I'll definitely second _War For the Oaks_.  

Continuting in this vein, a book that I intermittently push at people is _A
Princess of the Chameln_, by Cherry Wilder, which has been described as
"slice-of-life heroic fantasy."  It's a really wonderful book.  Definitely
_not_ mind-candy, though.  Her style is on the dry and spare side, and it's
important to pay attention, because she's not a writer who spells things
out for her readers.  This is the first book of a trilogy, and the other
two books are also good, but I'm not as attached to them because they don't
concern the same protagonist.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Heinlein (4 msgs) & Dune (4 msgs) &
                        Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 16:21:55 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Heinlein again (was Re: (none))

DLOWE@UA1VM.UA.EDU (David Lowe) writes:
>   Sometimes Heinlein showed the limits of an engineering education.
>(Hold the flames - I am an engineer.)

Well, so am I, but I'll disagree anyway.

>A hundred years after Nietzsche, he actually thought that he was doing
>something intellectually daring by attacking Christianity.

Considering the strong position that Christianity still holds, it *is*
still somewhat daring, whether it's been done before or not. But I don't
recall Heinlein ever patting himself on the back for it.

>His Archie Bunker attitudes on the visual arts

What are you talking about? I thought that Jubal Harshaw in Stranger in a
Strange Land had very much the opposite kind of attitude towards sculpture.

>and his hostility toward Freud showed his inability to come to terms
>with modernism in any form.

First off, Freud is antique, not modern, and it's hard to see how you can
hold it against someone if they are hostile towards Freud. So many writers
are. But again, what are you referring to? I don't recall such a thing in
his writing.

>His libertarian economic ideas were simple and romantic, social Darwinism
>was so integral to his philosophical make-up that he seemed to be no more
>aware of it than fish are of water, and he reacted to the symbols of
>nationalism with a flawless predictability.

This at least seems true (aside from claiming he wasn't aware of it; he
was). But so what? Philosophies such as the above are a matter of opinion,
not of fact that can be proven/disproven.

>     If he had all of these defects, where was his strength?  In that kind
>of scientific and technical imagination that defines hard science fiction.

Yah, that was one of the things that attracted people.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 05:30:41 GMT
From: barry@netcom.com (Kenn Barry)
Subject: Heinlein (was (none))

   Thanks for the excellent article on Heinlein. Allow me to add a few
thoughts.

DLOWE@UA1VM.UA.EDU (David Lowe) writes:
>   Heinlein's popularity remains vast, but the controversy about his work
>continues. I think this is because he was such a mixed talent; his
>strengths as a writer were great, but so were his shortcomings.

   I agree. About the artistic controversy, anyway. The political
controversies have different roots.

>   Sometimes Heinlein showed the limits of an engineering education.
>(Hold the flames - I am an engineer.)  A hundred years after Nietzsche, he
>actually thought that he was doing something intellectually daring by
>attacking Christianity.

   A moot point. Heinlein nevers suggests that his attacks on Christianity
are "daring", far as I know.  In fact, religion remains a touchy subject,
and one still draws flack for putting Christianity down.

>His Archie Bunker attitudes on the visual arts and his hostility toward
>Freud showed his inability to come to terms with modernism in any form.

   RAH seemed to have no use for the abstract in art, but I'm not sure what
you mean by "modern". Freud is modern? Nor are his attitudes toward the
visual arts Bunkerish, that I can see. Jubal Harshaw certainly loved Rodin.
What he hated was abstract art. I don't think love of abstract art is a
requirement for being a credible thinker, is it? I loved the comment in
_Stranger_ about "modern art" being suitable for wallpaper or tablecloths,
but not for hanging in a museum. I'm positive he must've had Mondrian in
mind :-).

   I think if RAH was short of education in the arts, it was mainly in
music.

>His libertarian economic ideas were simple and romantic, social Darwinism
>was so integral to his philosophical make-up that he seemed to be no more
>aware of it than fish are of water, and he reacted to the symbols of
>nationalism with a flawless predictability.

   As someone else already pointed out, this takes off into politics, and
away from art. Estimations of RAH's profundity as a political thinker
mostly depend on the extent to which one agrees with him. But I do disagree
about RAH's predictability in reacting to patriotism. Heinlein combined a
duty-honor-country ethic with a strong streak of skepticism, rebellion,
individualism and sheer contrariness.  You can tell by his treatment in any
given example, which cows shall be sacred in that book, and which should be
ignored by worthy men, but overall, the attitude toward authority expressed
in RAH's books is quite schizophrenic. What do you make of a writer that
usually portrays the military in a very positive light, but more often than
not shows cops as corrupt, stupid thugs?

Kenn Barry
barry@netcom.com
apple!netcom!barry

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 15:17:02 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Heinlein (was (none))

barry@netcom.COM (Kenn Barry) writes:
>overall, the attitude toward authority expressed in RAH's books is quite
>schizophrenic. What do you make of a writer that usually portrays the
>military in a very positive light, but more often than not shows cops as
>corrupt, stupid thugs?

Police and military men are similar only in certain abstract senses, not in
all ways. The military is not an authority figure in a personal sense, only
in a political sense, for instance. (Well, for most Americans anyway.)

The sociology of the military is quite different than police forces, the
psychology of the members tends to be quite different (e.g. in why they
joined), and the extent of corruption is frequently seen to be quite
different.

Everyone knows why some people view cops as corrupt thugs, but I personally
have never met anyone who thinks that all military men are corrupt thugs.
(I *have* met people who think that both groups are stupid, but that's a
pretty thin connection.)

I think you've misdiagnosed the supposed schizophrenia.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
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Date: 11 Jun 91 16:13:26 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Heinlein (was (none))

barry@netcom.COM (Kenn Barry) writes:
>DLOWE@UA1VM.UA.EDU (David Lowe) writes:
>>His Archie Bunker attitudes on the visual arts and his hostility toward
>>Freud showed his inability to come to terms with modernism in any form.
>
>RAH seemed to have no use for the abstract in art, but I'm not sure what
>you mean by "modern". Freud is modern?

There's a small, persistent misunderstanding here.  What David is talking
about is not "modern" in some chronological sense, but *modernism*.
Modernism is/was a complex of cultural phenomena that flourished early in
this century (and which set the `ground rules' of cultural discourse for
the rest of it).  Post-modernism (if it exists) is a reaction against
modernism, which is still the dominant aesthetic ideology.  When we talk
about "modern art", we're not simply talking about recent art - modern art
is the art of the modernists and their heirs.  In this sense, Freud is one
of the essential voices in the formation of modernism, as was Schoenberg,
Stravinsky, Matisse, Duchamp, Picasso, Pound, Eliot, Nijinsky, etc. 

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 15:17:43 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: Re: Dune : why didn't the guild take over ?

LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien) writes:
> When rereading Dune for the _I_don't_know_how_many_th time I got myself
> asking the question stated above : why didn't the Guild (controlling the
> transport between planets) take over the planet Dune centuries ago. I
> don't see a good reason why they didn't, but a very good reason why they
> should have.  It would have given them complete control over the most
> wanted stuff in the universe.  And who or what could have stopped them?
       
   The Guild would have had to depend on someone for help in this endeavor,
there is no way the Guild was powerful enough even to take out any
semi-permanent force on the Planet (who would have been Guild independent).
Seeing as how almost all of the houses of the Lanstraad were power hungry
and untrustworthy, who can you depend on? The house would have to be
willing to stab all of the other members in the back to do that in the
first place, and the Guild would have to be able to trust them. I doubt
such a house existed.

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 17:03:37 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Dune : why didn't the guild take over ?

LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien) writes:
>And who or what could have stopped them?

   I'm sure thousands of others will answer, but Herbert made it very clear
that the balance was maintained by two other factors: firstly, the
goverments (like the Dukes and the Emperor) are the Guild's major
customers. If they got really pissed they could simply grab all Guild
spacers on their planets and refuse trade. The Guild does NOT have the
resources to survive without resupply; the planets could survive without
the Guild, at least longer than the Guild could survive without the
planets.
   The second factor was the Fremen. THEY control the desert and the Spice.
If the Guild tried to mine spice without at least obtaining Fremen
neutrality...

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 14:32:00 GMT
From: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu ("J. SCOTT WEAVER")
Subject: Dune : why didn't the guild take over ?

Peter Arien <LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be> asks:
>When rereading Dune for the _I_don't_know_how_many_th time I got myself
>asking the question stated above : why didn't the Guild (controlling the
>transport between planets) take over the planet Dune centuries ago. I
>don't see a good reason why they didn't, but a very good reason why they
>should have.  It would have given them complete control over the most
>wanted stuff in the universe.  And who or what could have stopped them?

Herbert directly addresses this point twice during the scene with the
Emperor following the great battle.  When Paul is told that the Guild
threatens an embargo, he refuses to be concerned:

   " And he thought then about the Guild - the force that had specialized
    for so long that it had become a parasite, unable to exist
    independently of the life upon which it fed.  They had never dared
    grasp the sword ...  and now they could not grasp it.  They might have
    taken Arrakis when they realized the error of specializing on the
    melange awareness-spectrum narcotic for their navigators.  They *could*
    have done this, lived their glorious day and died.  Instead, they'd
    existed from moment to moment, hoping the seas in which they swam might
    produce a new host when the old one died.

   " The Guild navigators, gifted with limited prescience, had made the
    fatal decision: they'd chosen always the clear, safe course that leads
    ever downward into stagnation."  

   (Dune, p 465.  SFBC edition, 1965)

Later, Paul indicates that the Guild "permits" the Emperor to ascend the
throne and tells the Emperor:

   " The Guild is like a village beside a river.  They need the water, but
    can only dip out what they require.  They cannot dam the river and
    control it, because that focuses attention on what they take, it brings
    down eventual distruction.  The spice flow, that's their river, and I
    have built a dam.  But my dam is such that you cannot destroy it
    without destroying the river."

   (p. 470)

In short, if the Guild seizes direct power and rules openly, it becomes the
focus of the power struggles and will eventually be overthrown.  Thus, the
Guild attempted to rule from the background, letting the Imperial throne
and Landsraad battle for the appearances of power.

J. Scott Weaver

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 22:31:44 GMT
From: DEGROFF@intellicorp.com (Leslie DeGroff)
Subject: re, Dune, the guild and spice


As to why the spacers guild did not take over Dune:

  There was a single line as I recall where Paul commented on this, to the
effect that the spacers guild had taken the safer route rather than live
out a brief lifetime, and that they took water from the stream rather than
block the stream which would bring attention to the preciousness of it.
   IMHO, I took this in two ways, one the spacing guild had some limited
capability for the use of the spice for prescience but not only lacked the
full capabilities of Paul but explicitly "trained" to use it only for the
exercise of finding a safe path through space, they had both religious/non
rational terror and awe at the prospects of the power and extremely
rational reasons that their average navigators (especially back in history
in the early day's of the guild) could easily become insane or fatally
overdose.  It was not clear to me if they had ever had the water of change,
perhaps they had and simply found no way around it's toxicity.  Having this
unconscious or partial precognitive ability they could feel if not see when
certain actions would lead to major catastrophies, much as the situation at
the battle of Arrakis, there was a major probability - you come into the
battle, the spice is destroyed!!.  In earlier times they chose (perhaps not
even rationally) to avoid focusing attention on DUNE as the true center of
their power.

The second way I read it was that of a subtle reminder on the major
secondary theme of the Dune series : complex balances of power.  My own
extension of the Dune universe, (and I truly wish that Herbert had written
some stories in his universe about this) is that the Guild was a direct
result of the Butlerian Jihad, they got the monopoly on space travel as the
only viable alternative to computer control, in the ongoing power politics
they some how got balanced by planetary and interplanetary governments with
atomics ect.  As a power player, they could lose power equally in two
directions, without spice they could not navigate, if they squeezed too
much the delicate residual of "anti tech" might break down and some group
might begin to depend on intelligent machines again.  The safe path was to
hid their dependancy (also unclear if they knew of the water of death),
maintain the parareligious limitations of the Butlerians and limit their
planetary involvments. (Much the same as the balance between the planetary
governments and the emperor, if they had started taking over planets,
others would join against them. If they "destroyed" planets then they would
have no effective purpose.  The paths of "becoming the Emperor" as well as
transporters had far more risks at any given time than that of soaking
every interstellar transaction, if they had tried for more power they knew
sooner or later they would lose, either by internal power struggles or by
successful sabotage or revolt.
   A quote from some other Herbert book, I think from some traditional
source... "... the more control, the more that needs control" The Guild
(and other parties) had long term goals and some wisdom, a minor theme in
Dune was that by mistake they had created in Paul a situation where he had
the power, was not strongly constrained by the existing balance of power
and he had strong personal reasons for not being co-opted by the existing
powers. If you have not, definitely continue by reading Dune Messiah, it
carries on in "gang up on the new Emperor" times further exploring (while
implying far more than saying) the complexities of the power politics. It
is (again IMHO) a little weaker writing but finishes out Paul's story.

Les

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 04:11:46 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Lancelot Biggs: Spaceman

Judith Kerman wrote:
>Does anyone remember a book called _Lancelot Biggs, Spaceman_? I used to
>read it in 7th grade, and break up in giggles (in study hall, of course).
>I occasionally wonder if I would still find it funny. Leads to author name
>would be appreciated. Incidentally, 7th grade for me is 1958.  (!!)

As it happens, I have a copy I got through a local used bookstore awhile
ago out of sheer nostalgia.  It's THE REMARKABLE EXPLOITS OF LANCELOT
BIGGS: SPACEMAN by Nelson Bond, being a 1951 compilation of a batch of
stories written between 1939 and 1943.  Not that they'll have a copy at
this late date, but it was published by Doubleday & co.

As to whether you'd still find it funny, probably yes provided you're
willing to COMPLETELY ignore modern science since for the most part the
science therein is no more realistic than that of Doc Smith's Skylark
series.  If it were published today it would never count as science
fiction.  But I think it's still funny, because of the writing style.  Gold
trash cans, space vacuoles (?!) and all! :->

I think I first encountered it in the 7th grade myself, though in my case
that was 1962.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------
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Date: 10 Jun 91 22:54:12 GMT
From: ee8net@gdt.bath.ac.uk (Nicki Trasler)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth H. Boyer books

redmond+@cs.cmu.edu (Redmond English) writes:
>tad@prism.gatech.EDU (Tad K. Mannes) writes:
>>I have yet to see anyone mention Elizabeth Boyer as a good author in this
>>news group.  Has anyone out there read any books by Elizabeth H. Boyer?
>>I've read:
>>
>>_The Curse of Slagfid_
>>_The Trolls Grindstone_
>>_The Sword and the Satchel_
>>_The Dragon's Carbuncle_
>>_The Thrall and the Dragon's Heart_
>>
>
>Well, I enjoyed the first one, thought the second was so very similar to
>the first that I'd classify it as OK, and on discovering that the third
>was again alomost exactly the same I gave up.

I agree here.  I would have liked any of the three I read - _The Sword and
the Satchel_, _The Elves and the Otterskin_ and _the Thrall and the
Dragon's Heart_ as light reading, if read independently.  However, I found
that the plot and the whole feel of the stories were so similar that if I
read any more of the series, I would've been even more disappointed.  I got
the impression from the blurb on the back cover, etc, that the rest of the
series would be very similar again.

Can anyone disabuse me of this?  I mean, is there anyone who felt like I do
about the first three books but continued reading and found they improved,
rather than being just more of the same?

Nicki Trasler
ee8net@gdt.bath.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 03:58:39 GMT
From: farrell@cs.uq.oz.au (Friendless)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth H. Boyer books

redmond+@cs.cmu.edu (Redmond English) writes:
>Well, I enjoyed the first one, thought the second was so very similar to
>the first that I'd classify it as OK, and on discovering that the third
>was again alomost exactly the same I gave up.

  Yep, that's about it. But I thought if I could ignore the dumb repetitive
plots (which I couldn't), they'd be quite good books, since E.H.B. seemed
to know her stuff about Norse mythology, and her peripheral characters were
quite interesting.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 06:32:18 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>As I understand it, Gordon Dickson began his "Childe Cycle" Dorsai novels
>in the 50's, with a grand plan for doing zillions of books in this single
>universe, which I've seen praised many times for its grandiose scale.

Actually, this isn't quite true. His original plan was for a set of nine
books: three historical novels, three contemporary novels, and three
science fiction novels, all related by a unifying theme. He's never managed
to write the historicals or the contemporaries, and the sf triad has
expanded far beyond the original three.

>So how come people are so in awe of the Childe Cycle's scale? Because
>they're impressed at the scope of his plans, even though he achieved less
>than many other authors?

I think that pretty much sums it up.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 22:41:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Dorsai books

>Does anyone have a correct ordering of Dorsai books?  I know that. . .

   I have one, but it seems to be incomplete.  As I heard it, it's
like this:
      Necromancer
      Tactics of Mistake
      Dorsai!
      Lost Dorsai
      Soldier Ask Not
      Young Bleys
      The Final Encyclopedia
      The Chantry Guild

   But notice that _Spirit of Dorsai_ is missing.  Also, someone once said
that Masters of Eveen might be related.  What is the truth about this?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 03:40:56 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: Niven/Pournelle/Flynn _Fallen_Angels

jhawk@panix.uucp (John Hawkinson) writes:
>Has anyone read the above's collaboration (Fallen Angels) just published
>by Baen? Any comments? Also, who is Flynn? (It sounds familiar, but I
>can't put my finger on it). Thanx.

Michael Flynn?

Author of _In the Country of the Blind_, _The Washer at the Ford_ (serial
in _Analog_), don't know what else...

Good writer.

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu
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From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Date: 9 Jun 91 17:06:53 GMT
Subject: Re: Niven/Pournelle/Flynn _Fallen_Angels

francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke) writes:
>Michael Flynn?
>
>Author of _In the Country of the Blind_, _The Washer at the Ford_ (serial
>in _Analog_), don't know what else...
>
>Good writer.

Abominable writer.  He owes me the $3.95 I spent on _In the Country of the
Blind_; if I ever meet him in a dark alley, I'll collect with interest, and
definger him to boot, so he doesn't pollute the shelves with his wretched
tripe again.

_In the Country of the Blind_ started off with a good idea, but quickly
bludgeoned, raped, and murdered it, leaving the putrified corpse in a
seething morass of wildly divergent plot lines, wooden characters, and
self-indulgent pseudo-philosophy, then sprinkling the grave with eau de
inconclusive ending.

Do not buy it.  Do not check it out from the library.  Do not read it.  It
is simply awful.  And, with such a track record, I can't imagine Flynn ever
coming up with some passable bonfire kindling, let alone a readable work of
fiction.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 00:42:02 GMT
From: ingria@bbn.com (Bob Ingria)
Subject: Re: Niven/Pournelle/Flynn _Fallen_Angels

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke) writes:
>>Author of _In the Country of the Blind_, _The Washer at the Ford_
>>(serial in _Analog_), don't know what else...
>>
>>Good writer.
>
>Abominable writer.  He owes me the $3.95 I spent on _In the Country of the
>Blind_; if I ever meet him in a dark alley, I'll collect with interest,
>and definger him to boot, so he doesn't pollute the shelves with his
>wretched tripe again.
>
>_In the Country of the Blind_ started off with a good idea, but quickly
>bludgeoned, raped, and murdered it, leaving the putrified corpse in a
>seething morass of wildly divergent plot lines, wooden characters, and
>self-indulgent pseudo-philosophy,

As the French say, `chacun a son gout', (everybody has his own case of
gout).  I had almost exactly the opposite reaction.  I started reading it
thinking: ``Aha, the old Foundation psycho-history line'' when he first
introduced cliology (roughly speaking, a means for predicting the course of
historical events) and was quite pleased to discover that he took his
premise seriously enough to realize that the existence of cliology would
quickly make the world a lot more complex than he had initially shown us
(this sentence deliberately vague since I think people should read the book
andq won't give away exactly the plot development).

>then sprinkling the grave with eau de inconclusive ending.

Au contraire, mon vieux.  His ending does resolve the main emotional
conflicts of his protagonists (and to me, he does it most wonderfully, via
the final jam session scene).  It leaves the battle between the superpowers
open, and is inconclusive in that sense, but for him to have wrapped it up
in a neat bundle would have been to reduce the whole thing to a Man from
U.N.C.L.E. episode (not that I dislike the Man from U.N.C.L.E., but that
wasn't what Flynn was doing).  Or like the Monty Python routine: ``Next
week, boys and girls, we show you how to bring world peace...''

>Do not buy it.  Do not check it out from the library.  Do not read it.  It
>is simply awful.  And, with such a track record, I can't imagine Flynn
>ever coming up with some passable bonfire kindling, let alone a readable
>work of fiction.

As I said, each to its own.  I've also been impressed by Flynn's stories in
Analog.  In one case, I thought he was going to write variation n (n very
large) on a hoary old theme, and was quite pleased to discover that he came
up with a new twist.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 16:49:23 GMT
From: jvh@clinet.fi (Jussi-Ville Heiskanen)
Subject: Re: Niven/Pournelle/Flynn _Fallen_Angels

jhawk@panix.uucp (John Hawkinson) writes:
>Has anyone read the above's collaboration (Fallen Angels) just published
>by Baen? Any comments? Also, who is Flynn? (It sounds familiar, but I
>can't put my finger on it).

Michael P. Flynn is the writer of Eifelheim, the best short story of the
last decade, that I can remember reading, IMAO. Read anything by him.  If
you are at a convention where he is on a panel, go listen to the man,
especially if he is joined by John Barnes, together they make an awesome
intellectual combination. Now if only *they* would collaborate...

Hmm. Who would I compare Flynn with... The list is long, but presumably
would start (excuse faulty puctuation): Gardner, Hofstader, Bear, Vinge
(possibly), Zelazny...

Jussi-Ville Heiskanen
jvh@clinet.fi

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 01:51:23 GMT
From: billd@infmx.informix.com (William Daul)
Subject: What ever happened to James Hogan?

What ever happened to him?  Is he still writing?  I haven't seen a trace of
him in at least a year...sure miss his work!

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 23:16:33 GMT
From: RBLEILER@prime.mhsl.uab.edu
Subject: (none)

Today, June 11, is the 55th anniversary of the suicide of the talented
young writer, Robert E.  Howard.

Robert Ervin Howard was born in Peaster, Texas, on 22 January 1906.  He
spent most of his life in Cross Plains, Texas, a little town in west Texas,
writing stories and poetry for the pulp magazines.  His first professional
sale came in 1924, when he sold "Spear and Fang" to the struggling Weird
Tales.  Though "Spear and Fang" has been (accurately) described as cliched
and false, it is nevertheless cleanly written and more lively than the
first stories of a great many other authors.  During the next few years
Howard created for the pulps a number of memorable series characters - a
driven Puritan without peer as a swordsman (Solomon Kane), a king
perpetually battling those who want to steal his throne and very identity
(King Kull), a gigantic hillbilly whose invulnerability is the stuff of
comic legends (Breckenride Elkins), a battling sailor who has adventures
around the world (Steve Costigan), and the character for whom he is most
famous, Conan the Cimmerian, a gigantic barbarian who hacked his way to a
throne and whose base of power is slippery and perpetually threatened by
outsiders.

Robert E.  Howard was not a great writer in the technical sense.  He tended
to repeat his ideas, especially when creating menaces, and much of his
fiction has a strong tinge of racism and is, indeed, self-revelatory and
self-projective in an unpleasant way.  Nevertheless, Howard was virtually
without peer as a story teller.  He could visualize a scene vividly, and
his stories were atmospheric and frequently oddly original, moving along
like freight trains.  You might not like where you were going on them, but
it was hard to get off before the end of the trip.

Howard was emotionally immature and lived in a semi-private world of his
own making in circumstances that were far less than ideal.  His father was
a domineering country doctor; his mother was frail and semi-invalid; he had
few close friends, for most of the inhabitants of Cross Plains considered
him an eccentric, despite his earning more than the town's banker; and his
relationships with the opposite sex were uneasy and did not last, in large
part due to his family situation.  Howard's life lay in his fiction, and
his writings are essentially daydreams of power.  He was Kane, driven by
forces and rage; he was Kull, seeking to understand the meanings of events
and phenomenology; he was Conan, the outsider who hacked his way to the
acme of civilization.  In all of his stories the hero overcame the forces
threatening him, killing snakes the size of telephone poles, toppling
kingdoms, defeating wizards, and winning the beautiful woman when there was
one to be won.  But in real life, Howard was pathologically attached to his
mother.  When he learned that she had entered terminal coma, he could not
handle life without her.  He went out to his car and blew his brains out,
ending a career that had barely started.

Had he lived longer, it is probable that Howard would have become a
best-seller like Thomas Costain or Louis L'Amour.  He was a fast, facile
writer who at one time joked that he only sold half of his output, but that
was okay by him, for he simply produced twice as much as he needed.  As it
was, it remained for other writers to get rich finishing his fragments,
writing additional stories of Conan and Kull, and printing his work in
limited editions.

Requiescat in pace.

Richard Bleiler

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 14:44:48 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: dragonriders' sex

In respect to the comments about the quality of DRAGONDRUMS and THE WHITE
DRAGON (i.e., that they were the best of their respective trilogies in the
Pern books) THIS IS NOT A FLAME BUT, In my opinion, DRAGONDRUMS and THE
WHITE DRAGON were the weakest links in their respective trilogies.  Of
course, I may be influenced by the fact that each has the most sex in the
trilogies (and i don't think it was handled well); or by the fact that only
these two have male characters as the primary protagonists. (On the other
hand, that may be why you like them.)  MORETA and NERILKA are also weak, in
my opinion, but I suspect I dislike McCaffrey's handling of sex as a plot
device.  On the whole, I found the other Pern books to be up to the (low)
standard of dragondrums but, only Renegades focuses on a male protagonist.

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 16:08:00 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: dragonrider's sex

In re: sexual double standard on Pern

I always assumed that most of the female characters other than Brekke and
Lessa (Brekke because of her cultural inhibitions and Lessa because she
didn't have many opportunities before meeting F'lar) WERE sexually active
before meeting (Lord) (rider) (holder) (craftsman) Right. For instance,
Sharra.  The repulsiveness of Kylara, I thought, was that she used other
people, both personally and sexually; she played nasty little disruptive
games using her sexuality.  Perhaps it is a cultural bias of ours that we
assume virginity and fidelity unless told otherwise?

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 17:03:58 GMT
From: AP201038@brownvm.brown.edu (Ann Bekins)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #234

Concerning Anne McCaffrey's Pern books:

I thought the homosexual weyrmates in the first two of the Dragonflight
trilogy was barely referred to at all, and became more obvious in White
Dragon (but still pretty subtle), and was most noticeable in Moreta. It
seemed to me that the time of writing was a factor.  I don't have the books
with me at the moment but, I have noticed in other sf series that more
recent books are more sexually explicit, I guess because publishers and
society in general have become more permissive.  Not that I would call the
Pern books sexually explicit! I think that I assumed when I read the
earlier books that when a blue or brown flew a green, that the riders had
sex with a woman from the Lower Caverns.  In the later books it seemed that
they had sex with each other.

As for what books were good, I enjoyed the Dragon trilogy the most, and
Dragonsdawn; I liked the Harper Hall trilogy well enough, although those
seemed to me to be for a younger audience; I liked Moreta quite a bit, but
Nerilka's story, which is set during and after Moreta, was very
disappointing to me. I read Renegades of Pern, but it left so little
impression on me that I can't remember what it was about, although it's the
last one I read!

Ann B.
AP201038@brownvm.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 08:16:55 GMT
From: O1DSH%AKRONVM@vm1.cc.uakron.edu (David Heck)
Subject: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

About 1-2 years ago, I read the first 2 books of the second Illuminatus
Trilogy and enjoyed it greatly.  I am trying to find the third book.  The
trilogy is a 'prequel' to the original Illuminatus trilogy set in 17th/18th
century Europe I think.  It was published by Baen, I believe, (can't
recall).  One of the titles was _The Widow's Son_.

Can anybody out there help me?  Also, has anyone else read this 2nd
Illuminatus series and if so, what do you think of the effort?  Please
respond with email or post to the list...(another book along the same lines
although not as humourous: _Foucalt's Pendulum_ what are your opinions?)

Thanks in Advance.

David Heck

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Rawn (7 msgs) & Stirling (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 12:53:42 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

Jonathan Deitch writes:
>Has anyone else read Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Trilogy ?  (Dragon
>Prince, The Star Scroll, Sunrunner's Fire)

Yep, sure have... in a matter of days when I first bought them.  Have
re-read them several times since.  Wonderful books, with some novel ideas.
I've been very attracted to the characters of Sioned and Rohan, a wonderful
couple - intelligent, courageous, and any number of other good qualities.
And, unlike quite a few people, it seems, I like their boy, Pol (*that*'s
sure to get some people going 8-)).  Well, it's a starting point.  Hmm.
One other thing - I'm curious to get opinions on the SunRunner and Diarmhid
powers.  What exactly are they?  Psionics, do you think?  Pure magic?  Some
weird combination?  Or something else altogether?  I have thoughts on this,
but I'll reserve them until we get a discussion going on the subject.  If
enough comes through on the subject, I'd seriously think about putting it
all together to create a system for use in AD&D and other fantasy RPGs.

>BTW, has anyone seen _Stronghold_, then first of Rawn's Dragon Star series
>?  It's listed in the fronts of the books, but I haven't seen it in the
>bookstores ...

Currently it's out in hardcover, which is why I haven't picked it up yet.
#1, I don't have the money.  #2, I have all the rest of the books in
paperback, and I'd rather not start collecting in HB unless I have no
choice.  It makes for a mess when trying to shelve books and keep them in a
decent order.

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 20:44:51 GMT
From: brp102@gorgoroth.endor.cs.psu.edu (Brian R Poppenwimer)
Subject: RE: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels


Yeah I read these books.  I liked them very much, they kept me hanging on
every word.  I really enjoyed the writing style and the world that was
created.

As to _Stronghold_ I read it and it is very good also.  It is currently out
in hardback.  It deals with conflicts between the family and raiders from a
distant land (don't want to give anything away)

popper@psusun03.psu.edu
popper@eddie.ee.vt.edu
brp102@barad-dur.endor.cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 23:43:37 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>Jonathan Deitch writes:
>>Has anyone else read Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Trilogy ?  (Dragon
>>Prince, The Star Scroll, Sunrunner's Fire)
> ...sure have... in a matter of days when I first bought them.  Have
> re-read them several times since.  Wonderful books, with some novel
> ideas.  I've been very attracted to the characters of Sioned and Rohan, a
> wonderful couple - intelligent, courageous, and any number of other good
> qualities.  And, unlike quite a few people, it seems, I like their boy,
> Pol (*that*'s sure to get some people going 8-)).  Well, it's a starting
> point.

I agree with you on that point - the combination of Rohan's
foresight/intelligence/charisma mixed with Sunrunner (and Diarmhidi) powers
makes for quite an interesting character.

> Hmm.  One other thing: I'm curious to get opinions on the SunRunner and
> Diarmhid powers.  What exactly are they?  Psionics, do you think?  Pure
> magic?  Some weird combination?  Or something else altogether?

I think it's some kind of weird combination.  Definite references are made
to spells, yet a lot of Sunrunning seems to be sheer talent.  It also has a
definite genetic link and a person's Sunrunning ability seems to be linked
to kind of an internal reservoir.  Characters constantly refer to Sioned's
'colors' as POWERFUL.  Sunrunnners conjuring Fire don't use the sun and
when Sioned and Riyan put the dying dragons to sleep, they aren't using the
sun either.  This would seem to be psionics or magic (or a combination).

The main problem that I see, is that Sunrunning powers just don't fit into
any previously made 'supernatural' mold created by any other author.

Anyone got some other ideas ? 

Jonathan
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 20:51:32 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine39.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron) writes:
>> I've been very attracted to the characters of Sioned and Rohan, a
>> wonderful couple - intelligent, courageous, and any number of other good
>> qualities.  And, unlike quite a few people, it seems, I like their boy,
>> Pol (*that*'s sure to get some people going 8-)).  Well, it's a starting
>> point.
>I agree with you on that point - the combination of Rohan's
>foresight/intelligence/charisma mixed with Sunrunner (and Diarmhidi)
>powers makes for quite an interesting character.

I'm not so sure that all that much foresight is present. While Pol does
indeed understand politics and the ways of taking and keeping power, he
does not really seem to understand the need to *avoid* using the power that
he has. That is a lesson that Rohan learned early and well; Pol has never
had to go through the same kind of struggles, and does not realize that
using power can be worse than not using it. Or at any rate that in most
cases it's best to search for a difficult solution that has subtlety than
to just make things happen by decree because no one has the power to stop
you.

I haven't really made up my mind about Pol yet. As he currently stands (I
have read _StrongHold_, by the way), I don't really like him.  However, I
don't really disklike him (well, not too much) yet either. I think that he
has the potential to be an excellent High Prince, without necessarily being
as good and admirable a man as his father was. Hell, I love the character
of Rohan, and Pol simply is not Rohan. More powerful, but less of a man in
my view. But he's still reasonably young, and it's possible that he'll
surprise me. I hope so.

A character who scares me is Andry.

>> Hmm.  One other thing: I'm curious to get opinions on the SunRunner and
>> Diarmhid powers.  What exactly are they?  Psionics, do you think?  Pure
>> magic?  Some weird combination?  Or something else altogether?

>I think it's some kind of weird combination.  Definite references are made
>to spells, yet a lot of Sunrunning seems to be sheer talent.  It also has
>a definite genetic link and a person's Sunrunning ability seems to be
>linked to kind of an internal reservoir.  Characters constantly refer to
>Sioned's 'colors' as POWERFUL.  Sunrunnners conjuring Fire don't use the
>sun and when Sioned and Riyan put the dying dragons to sleep, they aren't
>using the sun either.  This would seem to be psionics or magic (or a
>combination).

I'll buy this. I haven't really tried to figure out what the basis of the
powers are - for now I'm just willing to accept them as they come. I am
very curious as to what the *history* of the two power types is, though.
Even more so now that I've read _StrongHold_. I guess we'll find out
eventually.

>The main problem that I see, is that Sunrunning powers just don't fit into
>any previously made 'supernatural' mold created by any other author.

This is a problem? It does make it a little more difficult for us to fit
Sunrunners, etc. into the typical stereotypes of wizard, sorcerer,
psionicist, etc. But I certainly don't mind - not at all, in fact. We still
have enough information to get a feel for who the Sunrunners are, and Rawn
has done a good job thus far in making their existence (in the context of
the social structure of her world) fairly believable. I also like how she
makes the test for witchcraft (throwing someone in water) have some basis
in 'reality' (i.e. Sunrunner's can't swim). Of course it is merely a test
for lack of Sunrunning powers, but to a fanatic like Andry, that doesn't
seem to matter.

draphsor@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 22:45:51 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Leanne Phillips)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

This post contains some mild SPOILERS for some of the books, or at least it
might, so if you haven't read them yet, be warned...

>A character who scares me is Andry.

I haven't read _Stronghold_ yet, so I don't know how Andry develops in it.
But, from the finding of the Star Scroll I've been dubious about him, and
after he became Lord of Goddess Keep he did indeed scare me.  Andry, even
less than Pol, hasn't learned how to use power and when not to use it, and
that makes Andry infinitely more dangerous than Pol (aside from the fact
that Pol does have Rohan and Sioned to fall back on and to keep him under
just a little bit of control).  Now, if Andry had _learned_ that, from
Andrade (who was a master (mistress?) of the art of using, be it power or
people), Andry would be a good Lord and very useful.  As it is... At the
end of _Sunrunner's Fire_ he scared me more than he ever had before. I can
guess some things about how he'd develop, for instance, he's going to play
with the mirrors.  Never mind that Lady Merisel forbade them, he'll try it
anyway, because "Knowledge is power".  And, I also would have to guess that
he is, by his actions, actually bringing about the invasion he has seen.
(Not that I know how he's facilitating it, but I most certainly think he
is.  For one thing, I would guess that the thing with the visions is that
you can only see what's possible, or even likely, and as you do things in
the present, you change the visions to reflect the current 'most likely'
future. And his visions have so far only gotten worse, or at least more
detailed.)

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 04:23:41 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

SPOILER WARNING

The other thing about Andry that scares me is that he hasn't been 'tested'
like most of the other leaders in Rawn's world.  Rohan and Sioned battle
Roelstra and won.  Pol battled what's his name and won and interestingly
he used his powers, then realized he was doing what his enemy was doing,
and used guile with the dragon to win.  The point is, everyone but Andry
has fought a battle and learned the value of limits and moderation as well
as the value of doing things *without* power.  Andry has not gone through
this, and thus really hasn't learned any limits.

As for creating his dreams, if he mucks about with the mirrors and Dihmardi
powers, he might just cause them to come to life.  If one of those mirrors
causes what you think to come true, bingo.  He's already found one that'll
put pictures of people 'on the screen.'

I guess I'll have to read Stronghold (it's on order ...) and see if
anything transpires there.
 
Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 06:46:51 GMT
From: draphsor@elaine39.stanford.edu (Matt Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince Novels

This post contains some mild SPOILERS for some of the books, or at least it
might, so if you haven't read them yet, be warned.

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Jonathan Deitch) writes:
>The other thing about Andry that scares me is that he hasn't been 'tested'
>like most of the other leaders in Rawn's world.  Rohan and Sioned battle
>Roelstra and won.  Pol battled what's his name and won and interestingly
>he used his powers, then realized he was doing what his enemy was doing,
>and used guile with the dragon to win.  The point is, everyone but Andry
>has fought a battle and learned the value of limits and moderation as well
>as the value of doing things *without* power.  Andry has not gone through
>this, and thus really hasn't learned any limits.

I hadn't thought about this, but it's definitely true. Andry has had things
pretty much handed to him. Now granted, he's an incredibly powerful man
naturally, and would have risen high even without everything coming his
way. But it seems that things have been almost too easy for him - he's
never really been challenged by an enemy. The closest he's come to dealing
with someone of his own power is his little sparring matches with Pol, and
the fact that he reacts with incredible jealousy is not a good sign.

Wrt Pol, again I hadn't remembered that, it's been too long since I read
these books! They're definitely on my re-read list for the summer. Still,
I'm not convinced that he's learned his lesson. I have read _StrongHold_,
and the question of Pol is still pretty much up in the air.

>As for creating his dreams, if he mucks about with the mirrors and
>Dihmardi powers, he might just cause them to come to life.  If one of
>those mirrors causes what you think to come true, bingo.  He's already
>found one that'll put pictures of people 'on the screen.'

I doubt that Rawn will throw in a 'magic item' that's this unbalancing.
It's just not her style. She seems to have magic that is quite powerful,
yes, but with definite limitations even for those who are extremely
skilled/gifted (e.g. Sioned). We don't yet know how limited Andry or Pol
are, if at all, but I'm betting that their powers are not going to be such
that they can just blink and save the world. In fact, I'd bet a *lot* on it
- - one of the main themes of _StrongHold_, and the source of much of the
tension in the book (no, I won't go into further detail, as I know most of
you haven't read it yet) is that the simple application of naked power is
not the best way to get things done. This is something that Rohan
understands with the very core of his being. Pol has an inkling of it
thanks to Rohan's teachings, but isn't convinced - he wants to take the
'easy' way out, and sometimes seems to think that *not* using your power is
a sign of weakness. Andry, of course, has never learned this, and is scary
because of this. Just look at the final scene in _Sunrunner's Fire_ to see
what I mean.

>I guess I'll have to read Stronghold (it's on order ...) and see if
>anything transpires there.
 
Yup, you will! :) Believe me, things transpire! I'm looking forward to when
that comes out in paperback so I can talk about it with other people on the
net!

draphsor@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 01:55:47 GMT
From: royle@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu (Keenan Royle)
Subject: Re: New Pournelle-Stirling book

abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
>And S.M. Stirling's Draka series is arguably among the best SF of the late
>80's but, then I don't like the second rate mainstream fiction that is
>being passed off as SF for those who don't know better

I loved these!  They were intense and disturbing.  Fascinating alternative
timeline.  There were only 2 books, correct?  Anyone know if more are
planned?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 16:43:14 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: New Pournelle-Stirling book

royle@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu (Keenan Royle) writes:
>> [mention of S.M. Stirling's Draka series]
> I loved these!  They were intense and disturbing.  Fascinating
> alternative timeline.  There were only 2 books, correct?  Anyone know if
> more are planned?

No, there are three.  I passed over the first, back when it was released,
because I thought it was just another thud-and-blunder story.  The lame
review in Analog didn't help either (Easton complained of implausibility;
his own book, Sparrowhawk, is so implausible that it is unreadable).

The Draka books stand pretty well by themselves (I read them 2, 1, 3; the
third is the snazziest technologically), but form a series in order of
publication:

    The Domination of the Draka:
	Marching Through Georgia [1988]
	Under the Yoke [1989]
	The Stone Dogs [1990]

The stories are rather violent, and present a society which is quite
contrary to currently accepted political beliefs.  I think that confronting
the questions it poses is beneficial - unquestioning acceptance of anything
usually leads to bad ends.  I'd rather know why we believe in what we
believe, and these made me think.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Television - Blood Ties (3 msgs) & Alien Nation (2 msgs)
                      Star Trek (3 msgs) & Ray Bradbury Theater &
                      Doctor Who & Flash

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 14:00:13 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri-Man)
Subject: Blood Ties

What did people think of the TV movie, Blood Ties?  It seemed to have a lot
of the "lost boys" type stuff.  Meaning, those Carpathians youths, sure
looked like the lost boys.  What's this affinity with motorcycles???

I liked it!  I came in though like one hour after it got started, so I was
kind of suprised to see them walking around in the sunlight. :-) It wasn't
what I expected.  The love scenes were rather interesting, I felt like
taking a bite on that neck a couple of times myself. :)

Sri
aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 14:47:54 GMT
From: svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II)
Subject: Re: Blood Ties..

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri-Man) writes:
> What did people think of the Tv movie, Blood Ties?

Bad acting.  Bad writing.  Average TV.

Steve L Vissage II 
svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu
svissag@clemson.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 91 03:42:21 GMT
From: Chris_F_Chiesa@cup.portal.com
Subject: Re: Blood Ties

To coin a phrase, I thought it "sucked."  Pun intended, but also my
opinion.  Best part was when we saw a bit of Celia's fine figure from
behind as she stripped off her clothing in Harlevan's (sp?) bedroom...  :-)
 
IMHO, this program combined the LEAST interesting and worth-exploring
characteristics of all previous variants of the vampire legend, while
omitting any of the MOST interesting.  A lot of effort went toward making
the Carpathians seem like "just plain folks" who happened to have this
unfortunate background and who "can't help what they are," etc.  Even the
"Lost Boys" touches were damped down to mere hints, i.e. when Butch first
enlightens Cody as to his Carpathian-ness (vampirehood) he ALMOST breaks
into some interesting stuff with his lines about how "we're the Spawn of
Hell" etc., with the boys howling and girls yowling as he speaks (and talk
about bitable necks; I almost volunteered to BECOME a Carpathian any time
ANY of the females were shown, hehehe...  to heck with production values;
get me more footage of those women.)  When Cody then leaped at Butch he
seemed to make a damn long arc, which I thought might lead to
Lost-Boys-like true flight, but was explained away later as a mere
20-to-30-percent superiority over humans in plain old muscle strength (and
"endurance in the sack" or however Cody put it).  Yay, rah, ALIEN NATION in
black leather, handled with much inferior force.  I WON'T be watching the
series, but I'd accept GIFs of Celia and any of the motorcycle chicks. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 12:13:19 GMT
From: SAY@trboun.bitnet
Subject: Alien Nation?

The series _Alien Nation_ is about to begin being broadcast in this
country.  Is it still going on in the USA? How many seasons? Is it any
good?

Thanks.

Cem Say
Bogazici University
Istanbul
Turkey

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 16:05:34 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Alien Nation?

SAY@trboun.BITNET writes:
>The series _Alien Nation_ is about to begin being broadcast in this
>country.  Is it still going on in the USA? How many seasons? Is it any
>good?

No, it is not still going on in the USA.  They filmed one season only, then
cancelled it.  I should warn you right now that the final episode is a
cliff-hanger which was *never* resolved.  This is very annoying.

In answer to your last question, it was quite excellent; perhaps the finest
television science fiction ever, with the exception of ST:TNG.  Definitely
worth watching.  Also, if you haven't seen the original theater-released
film, you might want to try to get hold of it.  It had different actors,
but the series maintained continuity with the film, and they do refer to
events from the film a couple times early in the series.

Enjoy!

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 18:53:44 GMT
From: wesm@mbunix.mitre.org (Wes Miller)
Subject: ST:TNG - "The Mind's Eye"

   Did anyone (I'm sure you did!) notice that female Romulan who they
purposely kept in the dark (pun intended) while on the Romulan ship. Is she
someone who we have already met or someone who we have not yet had the
pleasure. Her voice sounded familiar.  She definitely was NOT of Romulan
stock!  Any thoughts? Maybe it's that commander (name fails me) from the
"Best of Both Worlds" episodes.  She couldn't get Riker's job, so took the
next best thing.  We know she's going to show up again though!

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 06:08:03 GMT
From: jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - "The Mind's Eye"

wesm@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Wes Miller) writes:
>Did anyone (I'm sure you did!) notice that female Romulan who they
>purposely kept in the dark (pun intended) while on the Romulan ship. Is
>she someone who we have already met or someone who we have not yet had the
>pleasure. Her voice sounded familiar.  She definitely was NOT of Romulan
>stock!  Any thoughts? Maybe it's that commander (name fails me) from the
>"Best of Both Worlds" episodes.  She couldn't get Riker's job, so took the
>next best thing.  We know she's going to show up again though!

   The character that you are referring to is commander Shelby. No it was
not her, it was Denise Crosby a.k.a. Lt. Tasha Yar. She is apparently back
but not as Yar.

James T. Park, Jr.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 10:21:14 GMT
From: dadams@thebox.rain.com (Dean Adams)
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - "The Mind's Eye"

wesm@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Wes Miller) writes:
>Did anyone (I'm sure you did!) notice that female Romulan who they
>purposely kept in the dark (pun intended) while on the Romulan ship. Is
>she someone who we have already met or someone who we have not yet had
>the pleasure. Her voice sounded familiar.  She definitely was NOT of
>Romulan stock

YES.  That was none other than Denise Crosby in a preview of her upcoming
return to the show.  We'll see more of her in the season finale episode
"Redemption", which will air first on June 15th.

Dean Adams

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 19:43:50 GMT
From: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com (Loren Heisey)
Subject: The Ray Bradbury Theater episode guide

Here is my episode list of "The Ray Bradbury Theater" tv series with
synopses added. The synopses are a compilation from several different tv
guides and my own input. The episodes are more or less listed in the order
they were first shown on the USA cable channel. The show runs most Fridays
at 9:30pm eastern/pacific.

HBO produced episodes

 1 - Banshee
     An offbeat film director frightens a writer with larger-than-life
     ghost stories.
 2 - Marionettes, Inc.
     A nagging wife prompts a computer salesman to take desperate
     measures.
 3 - The Screaming Woman
     A girl can't convince anyone that she hears a screaming voice.
 4 - The Town Where No One Got Off
     A city resident's idealistic view of rural life is shattered when
     a train drops him off at an unscheduled stop.
 5 - The Playground
     An insurance salesman has an uneasy feeling about the children at
     a local playground.
 6 - The Crowd
     A neon-sign artist believes the people gaping at an auto accident
     might be otherworldly.
 
USA first production

 7 - The Fruit At the Bottom of the Bowl     1/23/88
     A careless murderer contemplates his crime.
 8 - Skeleton     2/06/88
     A hypochondriac seeks the help of a bone specialist to cure his
     latest ailment.
 9 - The Emissary     2/13/88
     A lonely, bedridden boy sends out his dog to find him a companion.
10 - Gotcha!     2/20/88
     A playful couple plan a romantic weekend getaway.
11 - The Man Upstairs     3/05/88
     A boarder with strange hobbies keeps little Douglas up at night.
12 - The Small Assassin     4/09/88
     A woman lives in terror of her new born child.
13 - Punishment Without Crime     4/16/88
     A man has a robot created to look just like his hated wife. His
     plan is to kill the robot, but he falls in love instead.
14 - On the Orient, North     4/29/88
     A nurse aids an ailing ghost on a transcontinental train trip and
     escorts him to his final destination.
15 - The Coffin     5/07/88
     An aging inventor builds a custom made coffin as his final
     creation.
16 - Tyrannosaurus Rex     5/14/88
     A film animator sculpts a monster for a tyrannical movie director's
     latest project.
17 - There Was an Old Woman     5/21/88
     Elderly Matilda isn't ready when death arrives to carry her away in
     a wicker basket.
18 - And So Died Riabouchinska     5/28/88
     An outspoken marionette provides clues to a murder when a detective
     interrogates a ventriloquist.

USA second production

19 - The Dwarf     7/07/89
     The dreams of a dwarf turn into a showman's nightmare.
20 - A Miracle of Rare Device     7/14/89
     A mean-spirited man may ruin a desert mirage.
21 - The Lake     7/21/89
     A young man returns to the lake where he had a childhood sweetheart
     a number of years before.
22 - The Wind     7/28/89
     A man is pursued by the violent winds whose secret he has learned.
23 - The Pedestrian     8/04/89
     In the world of the future, a man's nighttime walks are
     considered deviant behavior.
24 - A Sound of Thunder     8/11/89
     A man who has hunted all the animals on earth travels back in time
     to bag a dinosaur.
25 - The Wonderful Death of Dudley Stone     8/18/89
     A famous writer dies under mysterious circumstances.
26 - The Haunting of the New     9/15/89
     A man receives a phone call late at night telling him he can have
     a stately mansion, if it wants him.
27 - To the Chicago Abyss     9/22/89
     In the future a man tells stories of how things used to be.
28 - Hail and Farewell     9/30/89
     A 12 year old boy has problems growing up.
29 - The Veldt    11/10/89
     Two spoiled children use the power of their magical nursery to
     rebel against their parents.
30 - Boys! Raise Giant Mushrooms in Your Cellar!    11/17/89
     There are many wondrous things that small boys can order from mail
     order catalogs.

USA third production

31 - Mars Is Heaven     7/20/90
     The first Earth visitors to Mars discover a replica of small town
     America.
32 - The Murderer     7/27/90
     Arthur Brock sounds off against noise, leading him to violence -
     and a cell in the psychiatric ward.
33 - Touched With Fire     8/03/90
     Two men try to prevent a murder.
34 - The Black Ferris     8/10/90
     Two friends think there's a connection when a carnival brings an
     old man and a young boy to town.
35 - Usher II     8/17/90
     A man rebels when the government bans imagination.
36 - Touch of Petulance    10/12/90
     A man's life is altered by a newspaper headline from the future.
37 - And the Moon Be Still As Bright    10/19/90
     Space explorers on a Martian expedition are faced with problems
     when one of their members becomes obsessed with the planets former
     residents.
38 - The Toynbee Convector    10/26/90
     A man time travels to the past to perfect the future.
39 - Exorcism    11/02/90
     A woman makes a potion to get rid of a witch.
40 - The Day it Rained Forever    11/09/90
     A free spirit and her music bring rain to a drought-stricken town.
41 - The Long Years    11/16/90
     A space crew returns to Mars to find a scientist and his family
     unaffected by their 20-year stay on the planet.
42 - Here There Be Tygers    11/30/90
     Unbeknown to an explorer, the Utopia like world he has discovered
     has yet to unearth its deadly forces.
 
Loren Heisey
Internet: lorenh@hpcvra.cv.hp.com
UUCP: {decwrl|rutgers|ucbvax}!hplabs!hp-pcd!lorenh

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 15:07:17 GMT
From: yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Dave Yadallee)
Subject: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

Finnaly, news that Doctor Who is coming back on the air or at least an
announcement of it's ' later this month'.  We hope that is the good news.
The bad news is that the 7th doctor, Sylvester McCoy, may well be the 2nd
under-50-episode Doctor.  Despite the good news that Doctor Who is to be
contracted out, at the rate the show is going by the end of this decade,
there would be 10 different actors who would have acted the role of the
adventureous Gallifreyan.  This is most uncomprehensible.

From 1963 to 1981, 4 actors, William Hartnell, Patrick Troughton, Jon
Pertwee, & Tom Baker did 133, 119, 128, and 172 episodes respectively, an
average of 138 episodes a Doctor, and an average of 29 episodes a year.
However, since 1981, and if WE do NOT voice our disappointment, the next 3
actors since Tom Baker will end up having an average of 55 episodes a
Doctor, LESS than 40% of the big 4.  Is the objective of the BBC to kill
off the show 'prematurely'?

Let's go back to 1984 when Doctor Who went on hiatus.  Michael Grade, then
controller of BBC1, put the show on hiatus, killing a promising 26-episode
23th season, which would have featured The Celestial Toymaker, Sil and The
Ice Warriors, The Rani and The Autons in Singapore, and other promising
stories which could have been classic 6th Doctor stories.  But instead we
got a 14-part episoder called 'Trial of A Timelord', and after speculation
that Colin Baker would return for Season 24, Michael Grade fired him, and
the reason given - ' For speaking out against the hiatus'.  What was
Michael Grade's true motive?  Cut Doctor Who on someone's orders, or was he
trying to kill the show as some have speculated?

The latest hiatus was due to a govertment bill passed by the then Prime
Minister Margaret Hilda Thatcher requiring the BBC to contract out any 25%
of its productions.  One of the chosen was Doctor Who.  Speculation has it
the current BBC1 staff does NOT regard the show as 'promising to profit'.
So, in fact, the BBC used the bill so that the show could be contracted out
and hence ended up on a 2 year hiatus.  And again they are trying to
shorten the life of the show by letting the new producers hire their own
doctor.  It is unfortunate that the BBC is giving fans the impression that
it no longer cares for a very popular show like Doctor Who.  And it should
be mentioned that the BBC is trying to emphasize shows like 'Top of the
Pops', 'Match of the Day', and other shows popular in the United Kingdom,
but not well known abroad.  They are making a major mistake in terms of
their management and are misreading the popular opinion abroad.

This writer is of the opinion that it is not too late to stop a major BBC
mistake.  About 4 years ago, the fans of Doctor Who should have voiced
their disagreement with the sacking of Colin Baker and should have forced
Michael Grade to apologize for those derogatory remarks about Colin Baker
and pressured Grade to rehire Colin Baker.  Now, it appears that the BBC is
trying to give the 7th Doctor, Sylvester McCoy, an early retirement and the
show as well.  What the fans of Doctor Who should now do is to write
letters to the BBC, Peter Creegan(sp?), Radio Times, Doctor Who Monthly,
Sylvester McCoy, and Sophie Aldred that either Sylvester McCoy should stay
on for a minimum of 130 more episodes or that the 8th Doctor should do a
minimum of 234 episodes so that this classic British Television serial can
continue a normal life on the air.  Also, a petition about these concerns
should be send to the above mentioned, and as well make mention of
extending the number of episodes per season.

It is NOT too late to voice any concern about the latest news concerning
Doctor Who.  But if we do not act, this beloved British show could be off
the air by the year 2010, instead of 2025.

Dave Yadallee
Edmonton Remote Systems
yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 12:53:46 GMT
From: nrl-cmf!ghost@ames.arc.nasa.gov (Glenn Host)
Subject: Re: Flash Renewed?

rtravsky@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (Richard W Travsky) writes:
>Read a thing in the papers the other day about shows the networks have
>cancelled, didn't see the Flash mentioned.  I take this to mean that it's
>been renewed.  Anyone have anything definite?

I have just seen the recent ratings of the Flash - barely above the lowest
rated Fox shows!  Much as I hate to admit it, there is two chances for the
Flash to be renewed - Zero and Null.

Really a shame - I was hoping they would come out with some really cool red
sweatsuits with the Flash logo on it.

I guess I will have to do with the Hand-painted T-Shirts I just bought.

Glenn Host
NRL Code 5800
4555 Overlook Ave.
Washington, DC 20375
(202) 767-2046
ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil
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Date: 24 May 91 17:05:46 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo's

One person's opinion - I read Fall_of_Hyperion immediately after Hyperion;
I was disappointed. It did have its good points, but I'm surprised it's up
for a Hugo.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 91 16:29:51 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo's

TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu writes:
> One person's opinion - I read Fall_of_Hyperion immediately after
> Hyperion; I was disappointed. It did have its good points, but I'm
> surprised it's up for a Hugo.

Another persons opinion; I found _Fall of Hyperion_ to be as good as, in
some ways better, than _Hyperion_. It was, after all, the second half of
the same book. The first one just STOPPED with people not having told their
tales, with the entirety of Hyperion left standing, the Ousters attacking,
the AI's scheming, the Shrike appearing at random, and that priest bearing
a few crosses with his fierce drug problem. What about the tunnels? What
about Earth? What is really happening with Templars?

Without the second book, ALL of this remains unknown. I know that leaving
the reader to work a few things out is considered, by some, to be an
important part of a novel, but that's ridiculous; I heard that the original
book was just too big to publish in one part. Besides, everyone involved
makes lots more money if it's sold as two separate books, eh! :-(

FOH is mandatory reading to anyone who read Hyperion, and to say that it
was disappointing is slightly silly. For real disappointment [or rather
cementing of opinion] read Allen Steel's _Clarke County, Space_. Blech.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
prolix!dac@ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au
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Date: 26 May 91 19:03:54 GMT
From: WFJ101@psuvm.psu.edu (Bill Johnston)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo's

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) says:
>Another persons opinion; I found _Fall of Hyperion_ to be as good as, in
>some ways better, than _Hyperion_. It was, after all, the second half of
>the same book. The first one just STOPPED with people not having told
>their tales, with the entirety of Hyperion left standing, the Ousters
>attacking, the AI's scheming, the Shrike appearing at random, and that
>priest bearing a few crosses with his fierce drug problem. What about the
>tunnels? What about Earth? What is really happening with Templars?
>Without the second book, ALL of this remains unknown. I know that leaving
>the reader to work a few things out is considered, by some, to be an
>important part of a novel, but that's ridiculous; I heard that the
>original book was just too big to publish in one part. Besides, everyone
>involved makes lots more money if it's sold as two separate books, eh! :-(
>FOH is mandatory reading to anyone who read Hyperion, and to say that it
>was disappointing is slightly silly. For real disappointment [or rather
>cementing of opinion] read Allen Steel's _Clarke County, Space_. Blech.

   When you say that FoH is better than Hyperion itself, do you mean that
you think it's better written, or that it's simply necessary to conclude
the plot.  Yes, Hyperion is not a complete story. It's the first half of a
novel. Does that mean I have to like the conclusion just because I liked
the opening?

   I liked Hyperion because it was a new (to me) format for a book. It was
a set of six unrelated short stories in the same universe. Also, all of the
stories were well written, but yes, none of them did have endings.

   What I didn't like about FoH is the resemblance it bore to such books as
_Footfall_ and _Lucifer's Hammer_ by Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle. The
author tried to focus the story on eight main characters, all of which were
doing different things in different places. This leads to a really padded
book.  Not intentionally padded, but a slow read nonetheless. Also I
thought that the interrelation between the characters in FoH was a bad
idea. After all, they were chosen as individuals from the entire Hegemony.
The addition of these ties only weakened the book. It's too bad. I really
expected better of Dan Simmons after reading Hyperion.

   The problem I find now is how to recommend it. How can you tell someone
to read an incomplete book and at the same time tell them not to read the
conclusion? I really don't know what to do here, so I probably won't
recommend either so I don't irritate my friends.

Bill Johnston
wfj101@psuvm.psu.edu
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Date: 26 May 91 19:51:42 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

   Am I the only person who could have gladly lived without the sequel to
Hyperion? I mean this in the sense that I enjoyed the stories in Hyperion,
and didn't much care if the unresolved mysteries ever were resolved; it was
not the mysteries that intrigued me so much as the various characters'
reactions to them. FoH was ok, but it was not for me a sequel I really
*needed* to see (although I enjoyed it).

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 91 10:30:16 GMT
From: pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>Am I the only person who could have gladly lived without the sequel to
>Hyperion?

Yes. :-) Well, maybe not, but I for one am certainly eager to read the
sequel, if only to find out _what_the_hell_happens!!_

>I mean this in the sense that I enjoyed the stories in Hyperion,

Agreed. The first (priest's) tale was sheer brilliance - I sat up until
3.00 reading it, then spent the next evening with a date trying in vain to
explain the feelings I felt. She thought it was weird (she's an Irwin Shaw
person herself, but we can't all be perfect). :-)

>and didn't much care if the unresolved mysteries ever were resolved;

There we part; call me a Philistine, but it really left the story up in the
air.  As it ended, it felt like the message was "tell other people your
problems, and everything'll be alright" - whimsical really. As a series of
short stories it worked fine, but as a novel? I've heard that the two
novels were originally meant to be one (or at least two volumes of the one
tale) so I will be reading _tFoH_.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College, Dublin
pmoloney%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.PRINCETON.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 03:17:46 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Fall_of_hyperion (was Re: 1991 Hugo's)

Am I the only one on this newsgroup who stopped reading Hyperion in the
middle because I don't care for horror?  As far as I could tell, the entire
book seemed to be one big horror story with the various tales as both
horror stories in their own right as well as build-up for the big one.

I stopped somewhere in the middle of the Scholar's Tale.  Was I mistaken?

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 12:16:28 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Fall_of_hyperion (was Re: 1991 Hugo's)

Dan Tilque writes:
> Am I the only one on this newsgroup who stopped reading Hyperion in the
> middle because I don't care for horror?  As far as I could tell, the
> entire book seemed to be one big horror story with the various tales as
> both horror stories in their own right as well as build-up for the big
> one.
> 
> I stopped somewhere in the middle of the Scholar's Tale.  Was I mistaken?

Big time mistaken. 

Trust me. (I work for the government, I'm here to help you. :-)

No, really, it's a damn fine book.

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 20:41:40 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar)
Subject: Re: Fall_of_hyperion (was Re: 1991 Hugo's)

Dan Tilque writes:
> Am I the only one on this newsgroup who stopped reading Hyperion in the
> middle because I don't care for horror?  As far as I could tell, the
> entire book seemed to be one big horror story with the various tales as
> both horror stories in their own right as well as build-up for the big
> one.
> 
> I stopped somewhere in the middle of the Scholar's Tale.  Was I mistaken?

Interesting that this was mentioned, because the few graphic horror scenes
(descriptions, mostly) were the ONLY things I didn't like about the books.
BUT, they were so insignificant compared to the _Hyperion Cantos_ that it's
not worth quibbling over.

READ THE BOOKS!!

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 91 21:03:11 GMT
From: jwilson@ncratl.atlantaga.ncr.com (Jeff Wilson)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

I think the main problem with FoH is that since it was published as a
stand-alone book (never mind if it's really only the 2nd half of one
novel), they had to include all kinds of explanations and allusions to the
first book, in case someone came along and wanted to read FoH without
reading Hyperion (although I don't know why anyone would want to do that,
especially when the words THE ASTONISHING SEQUEL TO THE BEST-SELLING
HYPERION (or whatever) are emblazoned across the cover of FoH). I think
that FoH would have been much more cohesive had they omitted the 100 or so
pages of explanatory stuff that was scattered throughout the book.

Still, they are far and away the best SF books I've read in the past 5
years or so. Greg Bear's EON, ETERNITY, and FORGE OF GOD are next (although
I flat out couldn't read Queen of Angels).

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 91 23:23:51 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Fall_of_hyperion (was Re: 1991 Hugo's)

6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar) writes:
>Interesting that this was mentioned, because the few graphic horror scenes
>(descriptions, mostly) were the ONLY things I didn't like about the books.
>BUT, they were so insignificant compared to the _Hyperion Cantos_ that
>it's not worth quibbling over.

It wasn't the graphic horror scenes that I turned me off (although I didn't
care much for them).  The ending of the three stories that I did read
(Priest's Tale, Soldier's Tale and Poet's Tale) all seemed to be classic
psychological horror endings (at least, I think that's what they are, I
haven't read much horror).

Then the Scholar's Tale seemed to be building up to the same kind of story
and there were foreshadowings that the Consul's Tale would be the same.
Now all these people plus a couple more (who no doubt have similar horror
stories to tell) are headed back to the source of that horror without much
hope of surcease.

Now it may be that the pilgrims do resolve their problems, but the mood of
the whole story is such that I'd expect those resolutions to be rendered
unimportant by some even bigger horror.

All this no doubt makes for good horror (assuming my expectations are
correct) but it's just not for me.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 00:56:05 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Re: Hyperion/Fall of Hyperion

I bought Hyperion to take with me on the long plane trip to Australia/NZ.
The salesclerk insisted I also purchase TFOH because "not knowing the
ending would drive me crazy."  I did enjoy Hyperion, although I agree with
the poster who found it dreary and macabre: I never could understand why
anyone would WANT to hug something made of obsidian knives.  Felt the
attraction to the Shrike was never realistically defined, except possibly
for the warrior guy. I started TFOH on the flight home, but it quickly put
me to sleep. I thoroughly enjoyed the bits about the Web and the
civilization revolving around in it, but I can sympathize with none of the
characters hunting the Shrike, so that whole portion of the book bores me.
And it is so drearily fatalistic.  No free choice at all.  Everyone is
going to die, civilization is going to die, death death death dead dead
dead.

Ugh.  I prefer a little more upbeat tone in my reading material..."City of
Joy" is all about death, but still leaves you feeling good for having read
it.

Needless to say, I haven't yet finished TFOH, and I've been back from down
under seven weeks today.  Guess it will take another, even longer plane
ride to get me to finish it.

On the other hand, I did just purchase and devour ;-) "The Stress of Her
Regard" which is also about death rather a lot, and found it riveting,
bizarre, thought provoking, and everything the cover blurbs said it would
be.  The author is Tim Powers, and I will search out the rest of his
published works right smartly.  They didn't all live happily ever after,
but they did have hope, and short periods of sanity, even though driven to
hug scaly (vs knifey) creatures.

UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com
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Date: 8 Jun 91 19:16:37 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

tim@hoptoad.UUCP (Tim Maroney) writes:
>TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu writes:
>First, with horrific concepts like the Shrike and the Tombs, we should
>never have been given all the answers anyway.  This kind of horror works
>by evoking a response from deep within the reader, by seeming to have
>always been there.  It is an emotional and numinous phenomenon.  A
>convoluted intellectual explanation effectively destroys its mood, and so
>destroys any reason for it to have been there at all.

Although there's a lot to be said for that, I'm not sure it's that simple.
The answers that were given after the dust settled were quite anticlimactic
compared with the buildup, but if Simmons hadn't explained the mysteries at
*all*, a large number of readers would have been disappointed, even if a
few would have liked it more.

I don't mean that *everything* should be explained; I was in the pro-2001
camp. But I do think that at least a little explanation goes a long way,
even though it is a very difficult thing to pull off without "ruining the
aura of mystery."

I think there are two kinds of mysteries (or perhaps two popular treatments
of them, anyway). One is the mystery of unknowns that are larger than human
experience and conception. Stories relating to God and to superintelligence
tend to (almost) necessarily fall into this category due to the extreme
difficulty of pulling off believable explanations of phenomon far beyond
the pale of both the reader's *and* the author's experience.

The other type/treatment of mystery is represented by murder mysteries,
where the initial mystery is critical to excitement and expense and
provoking thought about what the explanations might be, and yet (almost)
necessarily must be explained and tidied up by the end of the book to avoid
grossly disappointing reader expectation. In a sense, the whole point of
such books is to eventually arrive at an explanation.

In both cases, the writer makes some sort of contract with the reader, as
they say, early on, and the ending should fit the expectations that were
built up. Expectations should always be fulfilled to avoid disappointment,
but should be fulfilled in unexpected ways to avoid predictability.

In Hyperion, it seems that we have a mix of the two categories. Very early
on, the Shrike and such are presented as supernatural mysteries, but the
further we go, the more is revealed about them, and it quickly gets to the
point where Simmons has obligated himself to explain moderately fully in
the end. So it may be simply that he made a mistake rather early on, and
should have stuck purely to treating it as an inexplicable mystery, and
laid on more supernatural trappings rather than gradually removing the veil
to reveal a fairly crude sculpting.

Alternatively, perhaps he could be faulted for failing to come up with an
explanation that was as masterful as his mystery.

I liked the books very much, but mostly because of the buildup rather than
for the ending, which was so-so in regard to the Shrike and Time Tombs. (I
*was* satisfied with the tie-up of the AI subplots, so that helped.)

>I am beginning to think that science fiction has inherent strengths in the
>short form, and inherent weaknesses at novel length.  Anyone else care to
>comment on this issue?

It's been said that this is true of *all* fiction, and that the short story
in particular is a very high art (to pull off masterfully as opposed to
merely competently, that is).

The longer length of the novel both tempts and obligates the author to
explain in more depth yet with less precision.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
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Today's Topics:

	  Films - The Quiet Earth (4 msgs) & Nausicaa (3 msgs) &
                  LucasFilm New Projects & Alien III News &
                  Jacob's Ladder (6 msgs) & 2061 the Movie? (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 06:25:37 GMT
From: prs9k@newton.acc.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr)
Subject: Re: The Quiet Earth

cain@ics.uci.edu (Timothy Cain) writes:
>jeffry@portia.Stanford.EDU (Jeffry Powell) writes:
>>I saw the movie The Quiet Earth last night and was wondering if anyone
>>could clue me in on what the ending is supposed to mean.  I can't make
>>much sense of it.
>
>I don't think the writers could either. :-)
>
>Possible SPOILER
>
>Here's what we came up with. When the truck hit and exploded, the world
>underwent one more change AND the man driving it was killed.  Since only
>people who died at the moment of change can live in the new world, he
>awakes as the only living person on the new earth.

Or, by destroying the grid he propelled himself into an alternate universe
thereby enabling the previously shifted Earth to return to normal, meaning
he is the only person on the new Earth and everyone else returns to the old
Earth without any knowledge of their time in the shifted Earth.

Phillip Scarr
prs9k@virginia.EDU
prs9k@virginia.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 18:14:51 GMT
From: jeffry@leland.stanford.edu (Jeffry Powell)
Subject: Re: The Quiet Earth

I guess I should have been more specific in my posting.  The part I didn't
understand was why Saturn was so close to Earth in that final scene.  Has
anyone read the book?  (I think it is by a guy named Craig Harrison) I
checked a few university libraries to see if they had it and they didn't.

Jeffry S. Powell
Stanford Univ.
jeffry@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 18:19:33 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: The Quiet Earth

jeffry@leland.Stanford.EDU (Jeffry Powell) writes:
>I didn't understand was why Saturn was so close to Earth in that final
>scene.

   Why do you think it was Saturn? My opinion was that he was blown
straight into another universe. Probably he is on a habitable moon of that
ringed gas giant that you saw there.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 00:53:22 GMT
From: jvb7u@fermi.clas.virginia.edu (Jon Brinkmann)
Subject: Re: The Quiet Earth

Well, I just love a movies like this.  _The Quiet Earth_ is one of my
favorites.  It leaves you with something to think about on the way home
from the theater!  (I remember arguing for hours with my friends about the
ending of 2001!).

Personally, I agree with the speculation that the effect occurred again at
the instant the truck blew up, killing Zach and thus leaving him as
probably the only inhabitant in the universe, in a universe whose physical
laws (remember the oscillating electron charge?) were very different from
our own as indicated by the land/sky scape.  I surmise that the Earth
settled into the state with the electronic charge different from the
current value.

BTW, I'd love to get my hands on a poster of the final scene in the movie.
I'd even settle for a GIF image!  Has anyone seen such a beast?

Jon Brinkmann
Astronomy Department
University of Virginia
P.O. Box 3818
Charlottesville, VA 22903-0818
Internet: jvb7u@Virginia.EDU
UUCP: ...!uunet!virginia!jvb7u

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 91 00:52:31 GMT
From: AR402004@brownvm.brown.edu (Steven Feldman)
Subject: NAUSICAA (Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #178)

Richard_Grey@ed.ac.uk writes:
>MSW8629@edu.tamu.zeus wrote:
>>[...]  A whole lot of Japanese animation has a dark future feel to it,
>>and some is very Cyberpunk.  Bubble Gum Crisis, Angel Cop, Rhea Gal
>>Force, and AD Police Could all be considered in one way or another,
>>cyberpunk.  Hukoto no Ken, The Violence Jack, Riki-oh, and countless
>>others are dark future.

   Where does that put NAUSICAA OF THE VALLEY OF THE WIND, then?  This
comic and animated film (released in sinfully edited and re-written form in
the USA as WARRIORS OF THE WIND; New World Video) takes place after a WW
III in which massive war machines have destroyed much of the Earth but, I
would call it neither Cyberpunk nor Dark Future.  "Cautionary Eco-fantasy,"
maybe?  I see more parallels to SILENT RUNNING and DUNE in NAUSICAA than
anything else: three warring factions attempt to subjugate one another in a
mad grasp for unpolluted land while in the process making their world even
more inhospitable, environmentally and militarily.
   (There is a list dealing with the various projects of NAUSICAA's
creator, Hiyao Miyazaki and discussions of NAUSICAA are most welcome.  The
address is <nausicaa@brownvm.brown.edu>.  To subscribe, mail to <listserv@
brownvm.brown.edu> and make the command read "subscribe nausicaa
userid@node Real Name".)

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 91 22:11:15 GMT
From: AR402004@brownvm.brown.edu (Steven Feldman)
Subject: Re: NAUSICAA manga and anime

mikem@comspec.UUCP writes:
>I don't think Miyazaki's ideas were ever to turn Nausicaa into any sort of
>messianic figure.  She was just supposed to be the harbinger, the
>Cassandra of her time, to be able to show her people their own folly.  [.
>. .]  There is a quote in the very first issue of the English-language
>version of Kaze no Tani no Nausicaa (which I do not have at the moment)
>which illustrates this idea.  It goes something like this: "Nausicaa does
>not save people.  She merely points the way to salvation."  The prophesy
>of the tapestry could have come about in a less-dramatic way, and it could
>also have been slightly inaccurate in its portrayal (as indeed it was).
>[...]

   Points well taken, and yet I feel that Nausicaa's actions are in fact
key to saving life as the people of Miyazaki's story know it.

>Remember, Yupa was actively searching (self-appointed or assigned by royal
>decree?) for the person of the prophecy.  [. . .]

   No, I don't remember this at all.

>[...]  This implies that there is an expectation that the prophecy must
>have something to it.  This in turn implies that parts of the tapestry
>prophecy have come true in the past.

   I disagree with your reasoning, here.  There is nothing to support the
idea that any parts of the prophecy have come true in the past.  Someone
might have *thought* that certain aspects of such prophesies may have taken
place, but that's about as much as *I* would allow.

>So the tapestry does not begin (or end) with Nausicaa; it is just one more
>prophecy in a tapestry that has already yielded several successful
>predictions in all probability.  Enlarging that role and making Nausicaa
>to be more divinely important than she really is must have been
>disappointing for Miyazaki, since his idea seemed to be that the story of
>Nausicaa was being played out against a grander backdrop of prophecy where
>she was just one of many harbingers of the future for humankind to see,
>consider and then possibly choose to follow or ignore, to their eventual
>salvation/extinction.  [. . .]

   Egads!  And I thought *I* was getting carried away!  There is absolutely
nothing in either the manga or the anime to support such wild speculation.
(Correct me if I'm wrong.)

Jee Hoon Lee <watnxt2.ucr.edu> writes:
>   I thought that at the end of one of the English editions of the
>NAUSICAA comic (or manga, as some may prefer) that it was explained that
>Miyazaki:
>   1) Hasn't finished the story yet, and is not sure how it would end.
>   3) As in AKIRA, popularity may prod Miyazaki to extend the
>      story way beyond what he originally intended.
>      (The AKIRA comic also goes far beyond the movie)

     These points still don't change the groundwork laid down early on.  At
least, I don't *think* they do.  (I am reminded of the five self-rejected/
redone chapters which no one has yet seen.)

>   Perhaps, you haven't read all the English editions yet.  In any case,
>I'm waiting for the next NAUSICAA movie to come out [. . .]

   The *next* NAUSICAA movie?!?  Is this true?  Where did you hear this?!?

>[...]  I think the messianic note was better suited for the film and not
>really useful except as a passing image in the manga, since it will
>continue far beyond the scope of any film.  Miyazaki's doubts are probably
>those of a creator who hasn't quite pinned down who Nausicaa is supposed
>to be.

   Interesting.  While I agree that the manga version of NAUSICAA will
continue beyond the parameters of the anime, I can also see this as an
argument for the enlargement of the scope of the messianic angle to the
story.  Also, your observation re Miyazaki's doubts is, most probably,
right on the money; Miyazaki is very humble about his manga storytelling
ablilities.

Steven Feldman
ar402004@brownvm.brown.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 91 08:30:06 GMT
From: ogata@leviathan.cs.umd.edu (Jefferson Ogata)
Subject: Re: NAUSICAA manga and anime

While I know nothing about Japanese animation, I thought it might be
helpful to this thread to point out that the name Nausicaa comes from
Homer's Odyssey. Nausicaa was a girl who found Odysseus on the beach and
helped him get his act back together after one of his nasty shipwrecks. As
I recall Odysseus had no clothes at the time and he hid behind something
while he asked her for help. I think she had a rather powerful father.

Just curious if these attributes might be helpful in identifying the role
of the heroine of the movie you folks are discussing.

Jefferson Ogata
Computer Science Department
University of Maryland

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 21:48:39 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: LucasFilm and New Projects

Well, the news came this past weekend at a Video Presentation to obtain
backing for up and coming releases.  Among the presentations shown was a
short for Lucas's new Star Wars feature.  Now, this was NOT, and I repeat
NOT, actual footage but a mockup made by Lucas to show his new film.  The
30 minute short was about the life of YOUNG Luke Skywalker.  While it
encompasses Anakin Skywalker before his transition (or during it) the three
part series is to use Luke Skywalker as the link.  Therefore, I surmise,
that the last trilogy, if made, will use Luke Skywalker, again, as the
focus but in his old age.
 
Now, for more news, or maybe not:

   Lucasfilm has signed the rights to make the first live action version of
The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit.  That's right, Lucas has the rights
and if anyone can do it, I think he can.
   Also shown was the feeder for Young Indiana Jones starring River Pheonix
(at least in the Pilot, but he's not signed for the series).  It didn't
look great but...
 
Batman fans might be upset to hear that Batman II lost its backers and they
are looking for new money to help bring it to the screen.  They will
continue filming as Keaton is under contract but, we may never see it.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 21:07:50 GMT
From: pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Alien III News

No spoilers or anything, just to say that a newspaper reports that _five_
different endings have been shot because they can't decide how it should
finish.

Bad news really.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College, Dublin
PMOLONEY%VAX1.TCD.IE@PUCC.PRINCETON.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 14:55:00 GMT
From: CSS640312@manvax.bitnet
Subject: Jacob's Ladder

I finally got around to seeing Jacob's Ladder.

My question is, is the whole film, minus the Vietnam sequences, an
hallucination?  The story seems to jump around, in a followable manner,
i.e. Oh, it's his dead son, it must be pre-war, it's his new lover/wife it
must be after the war, etc..  The thing that confused, or possibly enhanced
it all was the final sequence, with Jacob dead shortly after medics tried
to save him (during the war).

Now, does this mean, had Jacob accepted his death, he would have died when
he was 'supposed' to? (i.e. during the war)?

Logically, I would assume Jacob to not have imagined it all, mainly because
of his meeting with the chemist who created the ladder.  Of course, his
interaction with other vets also supports the idea of him being alive.

But, since Jacob supposedly has a Doctorate (in what?), he could have a
mind quite capable of creating a realistic hallucination.  Then again, the
Doctorate could be part of it.

Comments?  Differing views?

Michael Roche
css640312@manvax

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 15:21:38 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! ))
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

CSS640312@manvax.BITNET writes:
>My question is, is the whole film, minus the Vietnam sequences, an
>hallucination?

That's the way I interpret it. Weird! But not too weird.

Anyway, at the end of the movie there is a little blurb about the
government experimenting with a "Combat Drug" called BZ.  Years ago I read
a article about this very subject in a magazine, Playboy I think, or Omni.
Anyway, it indicated that the subjects suffered from very vivid, incredibly
realistic hallucinations. Not that any were hellish, most were mundane
content wise, i.e. opening the refridgerator and seeing a cat run out and
disappear through a wall.  Also, indicated that the government denied any
such stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 17:42:44 GMT
From: mpm3@quads.uchicago.edu (matthew patrick moran)
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

I got the idea that he was spending time in some sort of limbo until he
accepted his death.  (Alright, so it's sort of a religious interpretation,
it's sort of a religious movie.)  Once he figured out what had happened,
and had accepted the fact that it wasn't his fault, he was able to go to
heaven (or whatever you want to call it).

I think that it was the angel/cyropracter's job to make sure that he did
not fall into dispair.

Matt Moran
mpm3@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 19:52:02 GMT
From: lintz@cis.udel.edu (Brian Lintz)
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

What I liked about this movie is that you basically come up with you're own
interpretation for it, because there are many different ones that work.
Excellent movie, and one that you actually have to think about for a little
while afterward.

Brian Lintz
lintz@udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 21:53:10 GMT
From: rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan)
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

The movie is definitely about time spent in Purgatory. The chiropractor
Louis gives the game away when he says that it's possible for angels to
look like devils and devils to look like angels. Since Jacob refuses to
admit to himself that he's dead, his dying mind creates several successive
realities all of which fail. These realities have some connection with
sensory input but for the most part they are hallucinated.  The screenplay
was written by Bruce Joel Rubin (of Ghost fame) and he used material from
the ``Tibetan Book of the Dead''. A basic theme in the Tibetan book of the
Dead is
	
``If you have any attachments left to life as you die, then you will be
confused as to where to seek refuge when your mind destabilizes and then
dies.  Angels look like devils and vice versa.''

Jacob had to find the ladder so that he could find the perfect peace that
eluded him just after he died. Louis and then his son Gabe help him
discover it.

Anand Rangarajan

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 01:35:31 GMT
From: lintz@cis.udel.edu (Brian Lintz)
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan) writes:
>The movie is definitely about time spent in Purgatory. 
[Convincing explanation deleted]

I don't think you can say what the movie is *definitely* about.  As I
commented on in an earlier post, many different interpretations are
possible to fit this movie. Even if your interpretation is what the writer
or director intended, it's no better that anyone else's.  Your
interpretation makes sense, but I don't believe that it is the definitive
explanation, or that there is a definitive explanation.

Brian Lintz
lintz@udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 16:15:54 GMT
From: rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln)
Subject: 2061 the Movie?

Anyone know if there are any plans to make 2061 into a movie?  Or should I
just read the book?  Is it worth reading?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 14:04:57 GMT
From: esuly@warwick.ac.uk (Steerpike)
Subject: Re: 2061 the Movie?

rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln) writes:
>Anyone know if there are any plans to make 2061 into a movie?  Or should I
>just read the book?  Is it worth reading?

I haven't heard of any plans to make a movie of 2061, but the book is ok
allthough I don't think its as good as the other two.  I feel that both the
movie and book of 2010 destroyed the sense of mystery that 2001 had,
despite being absolutely superb otherwise. Just my $0.02 worth.

Mark Jackson
esuly@uk.ac.warwick.cu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Doctor Who (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 20:12:00 GMT
From: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu (Ryan Mathews)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

Okay, please explain this.  Why does making an 8th Doctor help to "kill the
show prematurely"?  I like Sylvester McCoy and want him to stay on but, I
don't see how changing Doctors again is going to shorten the life of the
show, other than the fact that it could reduce its popularity.

Does this have something to do with the "12 regenerations per timelord
lifespan", i.e. a "13 Doctor maximum"?  So what?  Doctor Who is
*science-fiction*, and rather loosely plotted science fiction at that.
There's no reason why a method for adding extra regenerations to the
Doctor's lifespan could not be invented.

I apologize if I'm missing something obvious; I'm not active in Who fandom.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP: {apple,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 04:49:14 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

An adjunct to Ryan Matthews' post:

yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Dave Yadallee) writes:
[Much cut]
>The latest hiatus was due to a government bill passed by the then Prime
>Minister Margaret Hilda Thatcher requiring the BBC to contract out any 25%
>of its productions.  One of the chosen was Doctor Who.  Speculation has it
>the current BBC1 staff does NOT regard the show as 'promising to profit'.
>So, in fact, the BBC used the bill so that the show could be contracted
>out and hence ended up on a 2 year hiatus.  And again they are trying to
>shorten the life of the show by letting the new producers hire their own
>doctor.

How does "letting the new producers hire their own Doctor" shorten the life
of the show?  It certainly contributes to instability of the show, but I
don't see that it NECESSARILY shortens its lifespan at all.  Please
explain.

>It is unfortunate that the BBC is giving fans the impression that it no
>longer cares for a very popular show like Doctor Who.  And it should be
>mentioned that the BBC is trying to emphasize shows like 'Top of the
>Pops', 'Match of the Day', and other shows popular in the United Kingdom,
>but not well known abroad.  They are making a major mistake in terms of
>their managenent and are misreading the popular opinion abroad.

The BBC has ALWAYS been screwed up WRT Doctor Who.  It's only been through
the force and vision of a few individuals (perhaps most notably Barry
Letts) that the show has prospered artistically.  I view it as sort of
inevitable that the BBC's bureaucracy finally caught up with the show,
turning it into a soulless corporate production (which it has been since
the departure of Peter Davison, IMHO), and, ultimately, killing it.

What Doctor Who needs, in my opinion, is not to be resurrected to limp
toward yet another untimely death (actually, its deaths are getting more
timely with each "hiatus", I think) but, to be put in the hands of someone
who really cares about the show and is willing to take risks to keep it
going.

And, unfortunately, the chances of having such men assigned to the show are
not high.  Among other things, I'm sure they're hard to find...

>This writer is of the opinion that it is not too late to stop a major BBC
>mistake.  About 4 years ago, the fans of Doctor Who should have voiced
>their disagreement with the sacking of Colin Baker and should have forced
>Michael Grade to apologize for those derogatory remarks about Colin Baker
>and pressured Grade to rehire Colin Baker.

I seem to recall hearing that Baker WANTED to leave the show - he was sick
of the sh*t that was being slung around and hit the road when he'd had
enough.  I doubt he would have agreed to come back, even if Grade and
company had been amenable.

>Now, it appears that the BBC is trying to give the 7th Doctor, Sylvester
>McCoy, an early retirement and the show as well.  What the fans of Doctor
>Who should now do is to write letters to the BBC, Peter Creegan(sp?),
>Radio Times, Doctor Who Monthly, Sylvester McCoy, and Sophie Aldred that
>either Sylvester McCoy should stay on for a minimum of 130 more episodes
>or that the 8th Doctor should do a minimum of 234 episodes so that this
>classic British Television serial can continue a normal life on the air.

I'm not sure what this episode quote would gain if the stories continue to
be as flaccid as they (IMHO) have been.  *I* certainly have no interest in
supporting a show as limp as Doctor Who has been since 1985.  (Again,
IMHO.)  I was barely able to watch the first McCoy season, it was so bad,
and I haven't managed to muster the enthusiasm yet to watch the second
season.

>Also, a petition about these concerns should be send to the above
>mentioned, and as well make mention of extending the numberof episodes per
>season.

>It is NOT too late to voice any concern about the latest news concerning
>Doctor Who.  But if we do not act, this beloved British show could be off
>the air by the year 2010, instead of 2025.

Why do you set these specific dates?  What significance do they have?

Michael Rawdon
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 05:32:42 GMT
From: rhodar@tornado.gen.nz (Dave Salmon)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

As far as I remember (are we are stretching the old memory a bit here) The
Doctor has been limited by the BBC to 12 regenerations or a final series
date of 2025 so things wouldn't go on for too long.  The above decision was
made in the '60s when Doctor Who was really rather popular and they thought
it might carry on for rather a long time.

Just to add a bit.  Someone suggested that the 12 regenerations thingy was
not a problem if they wanted to extend things as all they had to do was
invent a way to add in a few more regenerations.  This is unnecessary.  If
you remember when the Master appears in The Deadly Assassin he was at the
end of his standard lifespan so to speak as he had gone through all his
regenerations.  However he did find a way to get a new body so carrying
things on is no problem.

Rhodar@Tornado.welly.gen.NZ
Rhodar@Sideways.welly.gen.NZ

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 06:38:14 GMT
From: yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Dave Yadallee)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
> yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Dave Yadallee)  writes:
> ... please tell us:
> 
>   - why replacing the Doctor shortens the show?
>   - why 130 episodes is such a key number?
>   - what's the significance of 2025?

First of I will attempt to answer both first and last question.  All at
once.  The first 4 doctors were (are) in the over-100 episode club and with
the assistance of fans, good writers and a good following, kept the show
popular from 1963 to 1981, with an average of 138 episodes a Doctor and 29
episode a year.  Since then the Doctor's average life span is close to 55
episodes a Doctor.  If the CURRENT STATISTICAL trend continues, the rate
the show is going, the 13th Doctor will end dying on our television screens
in the year 2010, instead of 2025 IF the big 4 trend was to continue.

Dave Yadallee
Edmonton Remote Systems
yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.c

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 15:03:19 GMT
From: btysingr@med.unc.edu (Barbara R. Tysinger)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
[stuff deleted]
>The BBC has ALWAYS been screwed up WRT Doctor Who.  It's only been through
>the force and vision of a few individuals (perhaps most notably Barry
>Letts) that the show has prospered artistically.  I view it as sort of
>inevitable that the BBC's bureaucracy finally caught up with the show,
>turning it into a soulless corporate production (which it has been since
>the departure of Peter Davison, IMHO), and, ultimately, killing it.

You are correct IMHO that the BBC has never liked Doctor Who, and has
probably been looking for a way to drop it for years. And I agree that the
show went down-hill after the departure of Peter Davison, however, I think
it had as much to do with having Colin Baker as the new Doctor as anything
else. I'm not sure how well he was received in the UK and elsewhere but,
here in the US (at least among the Whovians I know) his characterization
was disliked and the change to Sylvester McCoy was whole heartedly
welcomed.

>What Doctor Who needs, in my opinion, is not to be resurrected to limp
>toward yet another untimely death (actually, its deaths are getting more
>timely with each "hiatus", I think), but to be put in the hands of someone
>who really cares about the show and is willing to take risks to keep it
>going.

I agree with you again but, is this possible? 

>I seem to recall hearing that Baker WANTED to leave the show - he was sick
>of the sh*t that was being slung around and hit the road when he'd had
>enough.  I doubt he would have agreed to come back, even if Grade and
>company had been amenable.

Not to mention that the BBC was probably sick of the sh*t that he was
slinging back! :-) Although (IMHO) you are probably right about his not
agreeing to return.

>I was barely able to watch the first McCoy season, it was so bad, and I
>haven't managed to muster the enthusiasm yet to watch the second season.

Actually, I *like* the McCoy episodes I've seen, although I will admit I
haven't seen them all. What I couldn't bear to watch were the Colin Baker
episodes. Peri was aweful to start with, but I put up with her because I
liked Davison. Then they throw in Colin Baker. A lot of people I know
stopped watching. I'm not even sure if Colin's last season was shown here
in NC!

Barbara R. Tysinger
Health Sciences Library
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
btysingr@med.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 14:47:36 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:
>...be as flaccid as they (IMHO) have been.  *I* certainly have no interest
>in supporting a show as limp as Doctor Who has been since 1985.  (Again,
>IMHO.)  I was barely able to watch the first McCoy season, it was so bad,
>and I haven't managed to muster the enthusiasm yet to watch the second
>season.

Why do people keep insisting that McCoy is such a terrible Doctor, and at
the same time proudly boast that they haven't even bothered to watch the
show that they are commenting on.

It is generally acknowledged by the fans of the series that the first McCoy
series is one of the worst series ever, the low point being referred to as
"Delta and the bunnymen".

These same fans recently voted McCoy the best ever version of the doctor,
on the basis of some of the best ever stories which appeared in seasons 25
and 26. "Rememberance of the Daleks" and "The Curse of Fenric" consistently
being voted the being the best episodes from each series.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 21:15:05 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Dave Yadallee) writes:
>rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>>   - why replacing the Doctor shortens the show?
>>   - why 130 episodes is such a key number?
>>   - what's the significance of 2025?
>
>First of I will attempt to answer both first and last question.  All at
>once.  The first 4 doctors were (are) in the over-100 episode club and
>with the assistance of fans, good writers and a good following, kept the
>show popular from 1963 to 1981, with an average of 138 episodes a Doctor
>and 29 episode a year.  Since then the Doctor's average life span is close
>to 55 episodes a Doctor.  If the CURRENT STATISTICAL trend continues, the
>rate the show is going, the 13th Doctor will end dying on our television
>screens in the year 2010, instead of 2025 IF the big 4 trend was to
>continue.

As someone else has already pointed out, the 13th Doctor need not be the
last one.  Since Doctor Who is fantasy, pure and simple, they could quite
easily come up with a plot device to extend his lifespan.

But, more to the point, there are things threatening the show's existence
that, IMHO, are far more important than statistical trends.  One of them is
ostensibly money.  Another is poor script writing.

You seem to believe that the BBC is changing Doctors rapidly in order to
have the show end sooner.  If they really wanted the show to end, they
would just cancel it.  They wouldn't do anything as complex as what you're
suggesting.  It's their show; if they don't want to produce it, they can
easily stop doing so without having to say, "Well, let's use up the
Doctor's remaining regenerations and THEN cancel it."

Michael Rawdon
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 21:00:56 GMT
From: jdh92@campus.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

btysingr@med.unc.edu (Barbara R. Tysinger) writes:
>You are correct IMHO that the BBC has never liked Doctor Who, and has...

   Oh it never has liked it has it? Obviously not if they undertook the
virtually unheard of task of replacing the lead actor when the original
left.  Obviously they've hated it for years if they sold it as many places
as they could and created as much merchandise and exhibitions, etc. as they
have. (For the sarcasm impaired, there's a lot here.) Never is far too
strong a word here.  Perhaps in the past few years they've been shuttling
the show about because they don't care too much any more, but for a while
back in the 60s and 70s it was one of their star shows.

>...probably been looking for a way to drop it for years. And I agree that
>the show went down-hill after the departure of Peter Davison, however, I
>think it had as much to do with having Colin Baker as the new Doctor as
>anything else. I'm not sure how well he was received in the UK and
>elsewhere, but here in the US (at least among the Whovians I know) his
>characterization was disliked and the change to Sylvester McCoy was whole
>heartedly welcomed.

   Obviously you know a limited number of fans then. A lot of the fan clubs
around here (including some of the bigger ones) were screaming bloody
murder when Colin was fired. (I'll get to this is a minute.)

>>I seem to recall hearing that Baker WANTED to leave the show - he was
>>sick of the sh*t that was being slung around and hit the road when he'd
>>had enough.  I doubt he would have agreed to come back, even if Grade and
>>company had been amenable.
> 
>Not to mention that the BBC was probably sick of the sh*t that he was
>slinging back! :-) Although (IMHO) you are probably right about his not
>agreeing to return.

   All right, before this gets too far towards slander, here's the story
which is generally agreed on by both sides of the issue (i.e. Colin and the
BBC):

After the hiatus the BBC stuck the show on Saturday afternoon with an
abysmal lead-in and little advertising. Not surprisingly, the drop in
viewership from the last pre-hiatus episode to the first post-hiatus
episode was fairly large.  Towards the end of the season, an announcement
was made saying that the show would be renewed, but with changes to try and
get the ratings back. The main change was to be a new Doctor it turned out.
("Advertising the show? Giving it a decent time slot? Silly ideas, it can't
be our fault." If you can't guess this is the part that the BBC tends not
to agree with. :)

   How this was achieved was to offer Colin a contract for 4 episodes of
the next season, enough to do a regeneration story. He refused to sign this
saying he wanted to do the whole season. The BBC basically said take it or
leave it. Given that February-April is prime casting season (when these
four episodes were made) Colin decided that it would be better for his
career if he didn't take it. So technically the BBC can say he quit, even
though they were essentially forcing him out the door.

>I'm not even sure if Colin's last season was shown here in NC!

   If they've shown McCoy's episodes, I'm sure they've shown Colin's last
season. I think Lionheart would give them a hard time otherwise.

Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore PA 19081
JDH92@campus.swarthmore.edu
J_HILDEBRAND@cc.brynmawr.edu
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Bradbury & Flynn (2 msgs) & Heinlein (2 msgs) &
                  McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Rawn
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Date: 13 Jun 91 18:47:00 GMT
From: DVWOODALL@mickey.tayloru.edu
Subject: Bradbury's F-451, in musical form!

Speaking of Bradbury, has anyone else seen the musical theater production
of _Fahrenheit 451_??  I saw it in Fort Wayne, IN a couple of years ago.

I understand the Bradbury was involved in writing the play.

It was good, if you like musicals.  (Which I do!)  The play was very
pro-reading, as was the novel.  It would be great High School drama
material.

David Woodall
Taylor University
DVWOODAL@TAYLORU.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 19:06:29 GMT
From: coolidge@speaker.sgi.com (Don Coolidge)
Subject: Re: Flynn

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke) writes:
>>
>>Michael Flynn?
>[...]
>>Good writer.
>
>Abominable writer.  He owes me the $3.95 I spent on _In the Country of the
>Blind_; if I ever meet him in a dark alley, I'll collect with interest,
>and definger him to boot, so he doesn't pollute the shelves with his
>wretched tripe again.
>[...]
>Do not buy it.  Do not check it out from the library.  Do not read it.  It
>is simply awful.  And, with such a track record, I can't imagine Flynn
>ever coming up with some passable bonfire kindling, let alone a readable
>work of fiction.

Don't know which side of bed you got up from that day, but you sure didn't
describe the book I read. I didn't think it was wonderful, mind you, but it
was definitely a cut above (way above) most of what passes for reasonable
SF these days. And I ought to point out that the fact that you find
yourself so enraged at the philosophy he depicted says as much about you as
it does about Flynn. (At least you have to admit that his writing _got_ to
you, yes? :^)

The first work of Flynn's I read was the wonderful "Eifelheim" in Analog.
It was nominated for the usual awards, and I felt it was equal to the
winners (which escapes me at the moment, but that was my reaction at the
time.)  I haven't liked everything of his that I've read, but his usual
level of performance is far higher than most of the dreck that floats down
the pike.  So, original poster, I'd recommend his work very highly.

IMHO.

Don Coolidge
coolidge@speaker.wpd.sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 23:39:16 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Flynn

coolidge@speaker.UUCP (Don Coolidge) writes:
>Don't know which side of bed you got up from that day, but you sure didn't
>describe the book I read. I didn't think it was wonderful, mind you, but
>it was definitely a cut above (way above) most of what passes for
>reasonable SF these days.

Oh, sure.  I'll agree with that.  Perhaps not way above, but certainly not
to be compared with tripemongers like Anthony or Drake.  I'd put him in a
class with, say, Mick Farren; except that Farren knows he's not William
Gibson, so he writes around clean, tight plots and doesn't try to get
fancy.

What annoyed me most was the blurb on the back cover of _In the Country of
the Blind.  It depicts one of the best SF setting ideas I've seen in years.
And I think it would have been pretty tough for Flynn to have done any
worse with it.

>And I ought to point out that the fact that you find yourself so enraged
>at the philosophy he depicted says as much about you as it does about
>Flynn.  (At least you have to admit that his writing _got_ to you, yes?
>:^)

I remember making this point a few weeks back, but I might as well make it
again, anyway.  I don't take kindly to a lot of philosophy or religion in
my fiction.  I read SF for entertainment, not for ideology.  And if the
book is going to make a point, which is okay by me, it better make it
_naturally_.  Without causing bizarre plot mutations, throwing all the
characters in a bar together for twenty pages while they lecture at "each
other," etc.

But I don't really care _what_ ideology gets thrown at me, any more than I
cared about the color of the hairball I found in my hamburger last night.
Ideology is ideology, philosophy is cat piddle, and hair is hair.  Even if
it happens to be mine.

(And, after all, I made that burger myself...)

>The first work of Flynn's I read was the wonderful "Eifelheim" in Analog.

I haven't read "Eifelheim," but I imagine it's good.  _ItCtB_ gave me an
impression of Flynn: that he's one of those writers who's good at coming up
with ideas and settings, but falls apart completely in novel length.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 01:19:36 GMT
From: glover@sequoia.cray.com (Roger Glover)
Subject: Re: Heinlein again (was Re: (none))

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>DLOWE@UA1VM.UA.EDU (David Lowe) writes:
>> His Archie Bunker attitudes on the visual arts
>
> What are you talking about? I thought that Jubal Harshaw in Stranger in a
> Strange Land had very much the opposite kind of attitude towards
> sculpture.

Jubal Harshaw and Michael V. Smith turned on many a high school technoid to
the beauty of Rodin.  I am happy to count myself among that number.

>> and his hostility toward Freud showed his inability to come to terms
>> with modernism in any form.

> First off, Freud is antique, not modern, and it's hard to see how you can
> hold it against someone if they are hostile towards Freud. So many
> writers are. But again, what are you referring to? I don't recall such a
> thing in his writing.

I quite agree with Mr. Merritt.  I can only think of one place in
Heinlein's body of work where he even refers to Freud.  It is in a
NON-FICTION essay speculating about the year 2000 from a 1955 starting
point, with 1967 and 1974 "progress reports" (The name of the essay escapes
me, but it can be found in the anthology _Expanded_Universe_).

In the 1955 version he claims that psychology will become a real science
with statistically valid experimentation and everything.  The progress
reports bear out that RAH is satisfied that modern psychology is a "real
science" and modern psychiatry is "real medicine."  He has no bones to pick
with either.

The most negative thing he says about Freud therein is that Freud will come
to be viewed as a "pre-scientific intuitionist."  Most psych. majors I knew
in the mid-80's agreed with that assessment, one psych. prof. told me he
had never heard a more succinct, yet accurate, description of Freud's role
in the development of psychology.

As an aside, in 1974, RAH self-rated his predictions at 60% accurate.  He
thought one of his most significant flops was the 1955 prediction of the
demise of communism (i.e., Marxism/Leninism) as a significant force in the
world.  It is too bad he did not make it to 1990 and the fall of the Berlin
Wall.  By 2000, his prediction may very well turn out to be right!

Roger Glover
Cray Research, Inc.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 14:13:35 GMT
From: DLOWE@ua1vm.ua.edu (David Lowe)
Subject: RE: Heinlein

I said:

> A hundred years after Nietzsche, he [Heinlein] actually thought he was
> doing something intellectually daring by attacking Christianity.

Doug Merrit said:

> ...it *is* still somewhat daring, whether it's been done before or not.
> But I don't recall Heinlein ever patting himself on the back for it.

Ken Berry said:

> Heinlein never suggests that his attacks on Christianity are "daring", as
> far as I know.

In _Grumbles from the Grave_ there is a letter from Heinlein to Lurton
Blassingame about the forthcoming _Stranger in a Strange Land_.  Heinlein
wrote:

   " ...the two major things I am attacking are the two
    biggest, fattest sacred cows of all, that every writer
    is supposed to give at least lip service to:  the implicit
    assumptions of our western culture concerning religion and
    sex.

   " Concerning religion, our primary Western cultural
    assumption is the notion of a personal God.  You are
    permitted to argue every aspect of religion except *that*
    one....My book says: a personal God is unprovable, most
    unlikely, and *all* contemporary theology is superstitious
    twaddle."

I submit that this is the statement of a man who considers himself to be
"intellectually daring."  And to think that this was new ground to readers
of serious books in the middle of the twentieth century, Heinlein had to be
in some way isolated.

I also said:

> His Archie Bunker attitudes on the visual arts and his hostility toward
> Freud showed his inability to come to terms with modernism in any form.

Some of the response to this statement was based on misunderstanding of the
term _modernism_.  Rod Johnson's concise definition should have cleared up
any ambiguity.

Heinlein expressed his ideas toward modernism in art and toward Freud in an
essay included in _Expanded Universe_. Unfortunately I seeem to have left
my copy in Luna City, so I will be unable to provide much in the way of
exact quotations.  The essay was written in the 1950's and republished with
Heinlein's new comments in the middle 1960's.  In _Expanded Universe_,
published in the early 1980's, Heinlein attached additional comments.

The phrase I remember used toward the visual arts is "cult of the phony."
Heinlein predicted that cult's demise in the original essay and in the
later essays regretted that, so far, he had been wrong.  The rejection of
Freud is mild in the first essay and quite virulent in the later comments.

I do not want to argue about abstract expressionism or psychoanalysis.  My
point is that Heinlein's knee-jerk rejection of the intellectual and
asthetic world of modernism isolated him from important parts of twentieth
century thought and limited him as a novelist of ideas.

By the way, in that 1950's essay, Heinlein predicted the collapse of
Communism by the century's end.  I would say he was right.  Was anyone else
suggesting this possiblity that early?

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 13:19:15 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: dragonriders' sex

Jennifer Heise writes:
>In respect to the comments about the quality of DRAGONDRUMS and THE WHITE
>DRAGON (i.e., that they were the best of their respective trilogies in the
>Pern books)

I haven't read the HarperHall trilogy nearly as much as I have the original
DragonRiders one, and I've only read Moreta and Renegades once each, and
Nerilka not at all, but of those original two trilogies I find myself
agreeing with the fellow who said that Dragondrums and The White Dragon
were the best of their sets.  Now that that's out of the way, on to debate.

>In my opinion, DRAGONDRUMS and THE WHITE DRAGON were the weakest links in
>their respective trilogies.  Of course, I may be influenced by the fact
>that each has the most sex in the trilogies (and I don't think it was
>handled well);

Hmm, "each has the most sex in the trilogies"... maybe.  I am not so sure
about Dragondrums, but I have been reading through original Riders trilogy
at the rate of about once a year (at least) since 1980, and while I will
not debate that the sex may be there, and maybe (only *maybe* mind you!) a
little more so in TWD, I can't say that it has every unduly influenced
me, except to strengthen certain relationships, and also to develop
certain characters.  One can bring up Jaxom's interaction with Corana, but
but I think McCaffrey stated her feelings on that subject perfectly in the
art collection People of Pern (I believe it is called).  Corana helps a shy
Jaxom along, and I think that it was handled well.  More on the handling of
it later, though.

>or by the fact that only these two have male characters as the primary
>protagonists. (On the other hand, that may be why you like them.)

I'm curious; this affects the way that *you* read the books?  I will admit
that I was a little better able to identify with TWD and Dragondrums (and
parts of Renegades) a lot easier because the characters highlighted were
male, but it never affected by enjoyment of the story one whit.

>MORETA and NERILKA are also weak, in my opinion, but I suspect I dislike
>McCaffrey's handling of sex as a plot device.

Moreta I found Ehhh, though I don't know about weak. As I said, it's been a
while since I read it.  I *DO* remember, however, that it was powerful in
certain places, especially at the end, which I found mirrored the tragedy
of Wirenth and Prideth from the original trilogy.  And as for Nerilka, I
simply don't know.

As far as "sex as a plot device", do you mean that in terms of just these
two books (Moreta and Nerilka), or is that a reference also to TWD and
Dragondrums?  If those last two are included, I must disagree, because I
don't think sex was the central issue in either.  A good part, maybe, but
certainly not central.

>On the whole, I found the other Pern books to be up to the (low) standard
>of dragondrums but, only Renegades focuses on a male protagonist.

Now I am most curious about these statements.  "I found the other Pern
books to be up to the (low) standards of Dragondrums."  What, exactly, does
this mean?  It seems like you're trying to say that you think 'Drums is not
that good in quality, and the others are simply up to that level.  Up to;
no more, nor less.  Is this really what you wanted to say?  Or do you think
they're better?  And when you point out that "only Renegades focuses on a
male protagonist," are you leaving out TWD and 'Drums?

Sex, as you and others have pointed out, does seem to be an issue,
nowadays, when looking at these books.  But I'm curious to know just how
many people, when they first read about the Dragonriders of Pern even took
notice of it, much less debated it as we have been?  As I mentioned
earlier, I've been going through these books for a good twelve years now,
and I like to think fairly thoroughly, and never once did any of this topic
shade my thoughts on Pern and its people until this time.  Yes, it
highlighted certain aspects, but IMHO never gratuitously, and always with
extreme taste, as an earlier poster pointed out.  I think, out of a lot of
authors theese days, McCaffrey has been very good about just this sort of
thing.

Well, enough for now.  Till later,

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 02:18:14 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Romance on Pern


repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>I'll have to agree with the first poster.  My main problem with the Dragon
>books (that I have read) is the sexual double standard.  I'm not talking
>about the society's double standard, but McCaffrey's.  Ever noticed that
>the positively portrayed female characters are always virgins until they
>meet Mr. Right, while the positively portrayed male characters are
>promiscuous until they meet Ms. Right?  Then there's Kylara, the evil
>sexual temptress bitch, just to drive home the message that women who
>sleep around are _bad_.

This idea that the Pern books have a significant Romance element is not new
on the net.  A year or two ago, I started the same argument by pointing out
the same stuff.  Just like then, many people argued with me and I don't
think I convinced very many people.  (This subject is almost like
criticising Heinlein or praising Anthony: always gets a big rise out of
true believers.)

A number of people have pointed out that not all the feminine protagonists
in McCaffrey's books are virginal when they meet Mr. Right and that's true.
However, you should also know that that's no longer true in regular Romance
anymore either, especially Romance aimed at the adult market.  When the
first two Pern books were written, it generally was true.  Thus Lessa and
Brekke also were virginal.

In recent years, Romance has loosened it's tight moral strictures (just
like the rest of society) and the heroines of Romances, while still
generally girl-next-door types, are not always so pure.  This is directly
reflected in the later Pern books.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 18:24:11 GMT
From: DAB@math.ams.com (Alison Buckser)
Subject: Melanie Rawn's series

I read Melanie Rawn's first Dragon prince trilogy and did enjoy them. But
something kept nagging at me throughout. Her 'good guys' were all so good
and her 'bad guys' were all so bad. Rohan was an immensely likeable person,
but he was always right. The only mistake he ever made was getting caught
by Roelstra's daughter. His only real negative moment came when he and
Sioned were crossing the desert back home. Besides that, he's been perfect.
He never has to apologize when he screws up because he never screws up. The
whole family is that way. They're all well adjusted, loving, supportive, ad
naseum. The only person who breaks that mold is Andry. Granted, he's done
some repulsive things and abuses power and is not anyone I'd ever trust
but, his character is much more interesting to me because he makes
mistakes.  You can see the jealousy and fear and ambition that's driving
him. All I ever see with Rohan's family is sweetness and light.

Maybe I'm too harsh.  I'll reread the books this summer. Did anyone else
see this or am I way off base?

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Jun 91 13:54:10 GMT
From: mgm8426@zeus.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

It's been awhile since I've read the books, but I'm getting slightly
confused.  Everyone is saying to read _Tactics of Mistake_ later in the
series (and someone mentioned it being a rehash of _Dorsai_) but I thought
it was the story of Cletus Graeme and the actual creation of the Dorsai as
the finest soldiers available.  Hardly a book I'd call a rehash of _Dorsai_
where Donal comes of age and hardly something I'd recommend reading later
in the series after the Dorsai are already established.

I do remember a reference in it to _Necromancer_ but that was only a
reference to Paul Formain as a member of the Chantry Guild which the
Exotics were an offshoot of but recall no reference to _Dorsai_ as the
events hadn't even taken place.

Mike Milligan

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 22:28:34 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

>   Necromancer
>   Tactics of Mistake
>   Dorsai!

As I've tried to make clear before, this is the strict chronological order
of the books but NOT the order they should be read in.  Plotwise,
Necromancer comes *after* Dorsai!.  At the end of Dorsai!, the main
character goes back in time to become the main character in Necromancer.
At the end of Necromancer, he goes into some kind of stasis and is reborn
to become the main character of The FInal Encyclopedia.  Also, you have to
read Tactics of Mistake before The Final Encyclopedia and The Chantry Guild
if you want to have *any* idea of who this Tam Lin cat is and what he's on
about.  So I suggest, in order to really appreciate Dickson's "argument",
that the books be read in the following order (non-"main sequence" books in
parentheses):

(Tactics of Mistake)
Dorsai!
Necromancer
(Lost Dorsai, Spirit of Dorsai)   <-pretty dispensible IMO
(Soldier, Ask Not)
The Final Encyclopedia
The Chantry Guild
(Young Bleys)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 23:10:27 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

>>As I understand it, Gordon Dickson began his "Childe Cycle" Dorsai novels
>>in the 50's, with a grand plan for doing zillions of books in this single
>>universe, which I've seen praised many times for its grandiose scale.
>
>Actually, this isn't quite true. His original plan was for a set of nine
>books: three historical novels, three contemporary novels, and three
>science fiction novels, all related by a unifying theme.

Actually, the above isn't quite true either.  His original plan was for 12
novels: 3 historical, 3 contempory, and 6 future.  BTW, his grand plan came
after Dorsai was published and wasn't really begun until the 60's.

>He's never managed to write the historicals or the contemporaries, and the
>sf triad has expanded far beyond the original three.

Also not true as Necromancer is one of the contemporary novels.  The future
novels have expanded by 1 (Young Bleys).  However, a few collections of
short stories, novellas, etc. have come out e.g. Lost Dorsai, Spirit of
Dorsi.  These are similar to Tolkein's Unfinished Tales in that they're
works needed by the author to write the main works but aren't really needed
by the reader.

>>So how come people are so in awe of the Childe Cycle's scale? Because
>>they're impressed at the scope of his plans, even though he achieved less
>>than many other authors?
>
>I think that pretty much sums it up.

Thus you equate achievement with quantity.  That would make authors like
Piers Anthony GREAT and Tolkien a second-rate hack.  I don't think people
(like me) are "in awe" of the scope of his plans - sheer volume of words is
a ludicrous measurement of quality.  Rather, it's the scope of the ideas
presented and *how well thought out the whole thing is*.  That universe is
something you can sink your teeth in.

I consider the Cycle universe on the order of Dune and Middle Earth.  I
don't consider the Foundation series to be in the same class.  I'm not
saying I don't like other classes of books which don't have near the
background or research invested, because I do, but such books don't tend to
really grab me; they're fun and perhaps interesting but not nearly as
thought provoking.

I am quite eccentric in my sf/fantasy however, and often have differing
opinions from the Net.  For example, The Moon is a Harsh Mistress is
practically a replacement for The Communist Manifesto for the counter
culture types these days.  I found the book fast-paced and had fun reading
it but, as a basis for a system of government, I consider it to be pure
bull.  I suppose it's something like what Austrailia should have become in
Heinlein's view.  Your mileage will probably vary.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 23:15:25 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

>Also, someone once said that Masters of Eveen might be related.  What is
>the truth about this?

I presume you had a typo and mean Masters of Everon.  I'm curious
where you heard this proposed relationship with the Cycle.  It's been
many years since I've read Masters, but I seem to remember all these
self-actualized "lions" running around, etc.  Maybe I'll reread it if
I can find a copy again.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 04:36:46 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
[Re my suggested order for reading the Childe cycle;}

>>(Tactics of Mistake)
>>Dorsai!
>>Necromancer
>>(Lost Dorsai, Spirit of Dorsai)   <-pretty dispensible IMO
>
>Generally a good order.  But I'd put _Tactics_ after _Dorsai!_ and
>_Necromancer_.  I believe that's the order they were written (which is
>usually the best order to read any series).  There is some reference to
>Necromancer and Dorsai! in Tactics, but it is not central to the plot.

Maybe I'm confused about this.  It's been a while (and I'm blanking on some
names, so be gentle).  Isn't "Tactics" the one with Donal Graeme's uncles
in it?  Seems like this is referred to in Dorsai!, or am I thinking of
another story?

Also, another small bit - I might suggest reading "Amanda Morgan" (in "Lost
Dorsai," I think) along with "Tactics."  You think?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 15:06:04 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

>In order to really appreciate Dickson's "argument", that the books be read
>in the following order (non-"main sequence" books in parentheses):
>
>(Tactics of Mistake)
>Dorsai!
>Necromancer
>(Lost Dorsai, Spirit of Dorsai)   <-pretty dispensible IMO
>(Soldier, Ask Not)
>The Final Encyclopedia
>The Chantry Guild
>(Young Bleys)

This is more or less the order that Dickson himself recommends.  He says
they should be read in the order they were published.  My only difference
with the above ()'s is that Soldier Ask Not is really necessary to the
scheme.  I just got Young Bleys last night so I don't know where to put it
or how important it may be to the Cycle.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 15:15:22 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

>>Generally a good order.  But I'd put _Tactics_ after _Dorsai!_ and
>>_Necromancer_.  I believe that's the order they were written (which is
>>usually the best order to read any series).  There is some reference to
>>Necromancer and Dorsai! in Tactics, but it is not central to the plot.
>
>Maybe I'm confused about this.  It's been a while (and I'm blanking on
>some names, so be gentle).  Isn't "Tactics" the one with Donal Graeme's
>uncles in it?  Seems like this is referred to in Dorsai!, or am I thinking
>of another story?

Yeah, Cleatus Graeme was his name, though he was more like a great
grandfather, not an uncle.  Overall, I find "Tactics" to be rather
dispensable; it ought to be read if you like the series, but it's not very
good (in fact, it's aweful).

>Also, another small bit - I might suggest reading "Amanda Morgan" (in
>"Lost Dorsai," I think) along with "Tactics."  You think?

I think Amanda Morgan was in Spirit of Dorsai.  Lost dorsai had the one
about the conscientious objector Dorsai as its main story.  I found that
story to be an unusual twist in the whole series given the general status
of honorability of the Dorsai creed usually presented.

Humm, I think this is my fourth posting in this thread - can you tell I
generally like the Childe Cycle?

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 18:06:50 GMT
From: bs@faron.mitre.org (Robert D. Silverman)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

krogers@javelin.sim.es.com writes:
>>Maybe I'm confused about this.  It's been a while (and I'm blanking on
>>some names, so be gentle).  Isn't "Tactics" the one with Donal Graeme's
>>uncles in it?  Seems like this is referred to in Dorsai!, or am I
>>thinking of another story?
>
>Yeah, Cleatus Graeme was his name, though he was more like a great
>grandfather, not an uncle.  Overall, I find "Tactics" to be rather
>dispensable; it ought to be read if you like ther series, but it's not
>very good (in fact, it's aweful). (sic)
 
Allow me to differ. In my opinion not only is it indispensible because it
shows how the Dorsai came to be, but I personally think it is one of the 10
best books in all of science fiction. I thought Tactics of Mistake was
SUPERB.

Bob Silverman
Mitre Corporation
Bedford, MA 01730

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 01:57:17 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>
>Maybe I'm confused about this.  It's been a while (and I'm blanking on
>some names, so be gentle).  Isn't "Tactics" the one with Donal Graeme's
>uncles in it?  Seems like this is referred to in Dorsai!, or am I thinking
>of another story?

No.  _Dorsai!_ and _Soldier, Ask Not_ had the uncles in them.  _Tactics_,
as others have pointed out, had Cletus Grahame, the founder of the Graeme
family.  One of the uncles also appeared in the short story "Warrior" which
was in either Lost Dorsai or in Spirit of Dorsai.  That may have been what
you were thinking of.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 02:12:35 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Dorsai books

mgm8426@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>I do remember a reference in [Tactics of Mistake] to _Necromancer_ but
>that was only a reference to Paul Formain as a member of the Chantry Guild
>which the Exotics were an offshoot of but recall no reference to _Dorsai_
>as the events hadn't even taken place.

The reference is somewhat elliptical and it's easy to miss.  In one scene,
Cletus is in what's-his-name's house on Kultis and has a vision.  In that
vision, he sees that he's just one link in a long line of other men
stretching into both the past and the future.

While all you get are descriptions of the men, it's possible to recognize
Paul Formain, (both with and without his arm gone), the twin uncles, and
Donal.  There's also Sir John Hawkwood, but you only know it's him because
Dickson has said elsewhere that the historical novels will be about him,
not from anything in the other books.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 13:06:09 GMT
From: bs@faron.mitre.org (Robert D. Silverman)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy) writes:
>>I wouldn't either. Where I disagree is that while I was, at first,
>>impressed by the scope of Dickson's plan for the Cycle, I think the end
>>result doesn't live up to it. The earlier books showed promise but, the
>>more recent ones (in my opinion) fall flat.
>
>*VERY* flat. I agree completely.
>
>Is the poor guy losing it?
 
I agree about Chantry Guild. I didn't like it very much.

I thought The Final Encyclopaedia was great however. A bit tedious in
places but I found the ideas presented very intersting.

One reason I didn't like Chantry Guild was the introduction of mysticism
and this so called 'creative universe'. Dickson took some very interesting
sociological ideas and added voodoo to it. Yeck.

I haven't yet read Young Bleys. 

Bob Silverman
Mitre Corporation
Bedford, MA 01730

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 02:37:59 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: What ever happened to James Hogan?

fleming@cup.portal.com (Stephen R Fleming) writes:
>Hogan's most recent work is "The Infinity Gambit."  Stocked with thrillers
>a la Ludlum, not with SF, which is why you haven't spotted it.
>
>It's a story of armed insurrection in the Third World - lots of action, no
>SF content at all.  And not up to his earlier standards, I fear; I forced
>myself to finish it.  (Maybe just not my cup of tea; your mileage may
>vary.)  I was terribly disappointed.

I haven't seen it, but I'm not too surprised. I've talked to Jim a little
at various cons (he's one of those people who loves a good audience), and I
indirectly got the impression that he doesn't really have his finger on the
pulse of the readers. And even more strongly, that he has a taste for
straying towards mainstream thrillers (hmmm, the Proteus Operation was like
that too).

What I'm leading up to is that sending him even a single letter might
conceivably change his future course more than it would with other writers.
I could be wrong, of course, but that's my gut feeling.

You'd be surprised how few authors receive *any* letters from readers.

I have no idea whether he responds to mail, but he is IMHO quite personable
in person. If you're a "good listener", ;-)

I really liked Code of the Lifemakers, myself, and wish that he would do
more of that sort of thing.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 18:49:09 GMT
From: fleming@cup.portal.com (Stephen R Fleming)
Subject: Re: What ever happened to James Hogan?

Hogan's most recent work is "The Infinity Gambit."  Stocked with thrillers
a la Ludlum, not with SF, which is why you haven't spotted it.

It's a story of armed insurrection in the Third World - lots of action, no
SF content at all.  And not up to his earlier standards, I fear; I forced
myself to finish it.  (Maybe just not my cup of tea; your mileage may
vary.)  I was terribly disappointed.

Stephen Fleming
fleming@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 19:24:40 GMT
From: goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: Robert R. McCammon's _Boy's Life_

Robert R. McCammon has a new book coming out in August entitled _Boy's
Life_.  The book is a departure from his previous novels in that it is, in
McCammon's words, a "fictography" - a fictional autobiography.  I've
already read the book twice (in manuscript form and galley form) and I
think it's his best novel yet.  As a long-time McCammon fan, I firmly
believe he's one of the best.  I'd like to encourage you to try _Boy's
Life_, whether you've read anything of McCammon's before or not.

Hunter Goatley
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 01:09:34 GMT
From: lebeau@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu (Zelia Lebeau)
Subject: Jules Verne

I have just become hooked on Jules Verne.  Are there any other Jules Verne
fans out there?  Does anyone have a list of his works?

Does anyone have an opinion on the book "Michael Strogoff?"

How about "Journey to the Center of the Earth?"

Zelia Lebeau
lebeau@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu
zglg8948@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 21:16:04 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Jules Verne

lebeau@ALEXIA.LIS.UIUC.EDU (Zelia Lebeau) writes:
>I have just become hooked on Jules Verne.  Are there any other Jules Verne
>fans out there?  Does anyone have a list of his works?

   Good lord YES. I have loved Verne since I was a kid. In a way, that's
been a problem. Verne influenced my style of writing as did Doc Smith and
neither one of them is what is accepted as "proper" writing style these
days. Some people just don't have the fortitude to read and be interested
in his explanations of character and situations and his long descriptive
passages; I loved them. (Such things can be taken too far, as in Melville's
Moby Dick - the whaling plot disappears in description of the activity.)

   My favorite Verne was probably The Mysterious Island, though I have
loved everything of his I read (TMI, 20,000 Leagues, Master of the World,
Voyage to the Moon, Around the World in 80 Days, Journey to the Center of
the Earth...)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Powers (9 msgs) & Simmons (5 msgs)
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Date: 6 Jun 91 20:56:31 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

I'd say *all* of Powers' books that I've read (Deviant's Palace, Anubis
Gates, Stress) have had a significant amount of horror in them.  I didn't
feel Stree was significantly different in this regard.

>I was blown away by _The Anubis Gates_, but less enchanted with _Stress_
>and _Dinner at Deviant's Palace_.

I think Dinner at Deviant's Palace is his best, though I know this is a
minority opinion.  I'm starting to find Powers' obsession with the 19th
century tiresome.  (Jeter's too, though clearly he's less fascinated.)  I
admire the cleverness with which Powers weaves his story into the fabric of
known history, but it gives the characters a somewhat wooden feel to me.  I
wish he'd put some of that energy into imagining new circumstances for his
stories.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 18:14:39 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

_The Anubis Gates_ is one of my all-time favorite books, and is definitely
the best time travel novel I've ever read.  My second favorite would
probably be _The Drawing of the Dark_, since I've got a fondness for
Aurthurian tales, and that one was certainly unique.  _Stress_ was very
well written, of course, but it seemed to drag a bit in spots, and had a
tendency to be confusing.  Powers' plots are always intricate, but there
were portions of _Stress_ I had to read several times before I could piece
together what was happening.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 18:25:52 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>I think Dinner at Deviant's Palace is his best, though I know this is a
>minority opinion.  I'm starting to find Powers' obsession with the 19th
>century tiresome.  (Jeter's too, though clearly he's less fascinated.)  I
>admire the cleverness with which Powers weaves his story into the fabric
>of known history, but it gives the characters a somewhat wooden feel to
>me.  I wish he'd put some of that energy into imagining new circumstances
>for his stories.

How exactly do you mean 'wooden feel'?  Powers' faithfulness to history is
one of the things that fascinates me.  He can take seemingly trivial
historical footnotes and weave an event around them (take the sword-cane in
_Stress_ for example).  He took great liberty with Byron and Shelley, but
in such a way that history can't really disprove him (and in some cases
almost even SUPPORTS him).  Anyone can make up a character, but few people
can meddle with a real person like Powers.  Then, too, he HAS made up
characters (like William Ashbless) who were quite convincing (it was some
time before I realized he was a concoction and not an actual Romantic
poet).

As an aside, the cover on _Deviant's Palace_ is one of my favorites.  I
actually bought that book solely on the basis of the cover (the one with
the Corvette being drawn by the horses), since at the time I still wasn't
very familiar with Powers.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 18:15:49 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

I was also driven away from Powers by his repetition, though in a different
way.  I read and enjoyed THE ANUBIS GATES, then went right on to DINNER AT
DEVIANT'S PALACE.  I was very disappointed to find that both books had the
same climactic scene, with the same bearding of the pagan degenerate
monster in its cavernous unholy lair.  It seemed likely that further books
would continue the repetition, so I haven't kept up with them.

The deprogramming theme of DINNER was also extraordinarily obnoxious.  It's
hard for me to sympathize with a protagonist whose profession is kidnapping
and forced indoctrination; it's even harder to sympathize with a writer who
truly thinks this is heroic.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 00:44:27 GMT
From: glenn@suphys.physics.su.oz.au (Glenn Geers)
Subject: Powers' Ashbless - fake or not?

ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough) writes:
> Anyone can make up a character, but few people can meddle with a real
> person like Powers.  Then, too, he HAS made up characters (like William
> Ashbless) who were quite convincing (it was some time before I realized
> he was a concoction and not an actual Romantic poet).

Are you sure that Ashbless is a fake?. The quote at the beginning of _The
Drawing of The Dark_ is attributed to him ('As long as we Christians have
our beer \\ We've nought to fear'). I think it is also dated. Seems pretty
odd to fake it given Powers' usual faithful following of historical events.

Glenn Geers

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 03:39:56 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Powers' Ashbless - fake or not?

glenn@suphys.physics.su.OZ.AU (Glenn Geers) writes:
>Are you sure that Ashbless is a fake?. The quote at the beginning of _The
>Drawing of The Dark_ is attributed to him [...]

There is no such author (I checked).

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 03:47:02 GMT
From: MNHCC@cunyvm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Powers' Ashbless - fake or not?

When Tim Powers was GoH at the Fourth Street Fantasy Convention he gave the
history of William Ashbless.  Basically, without all the funny bits, when
he and another author whose name escapes me at the moment, were in college
together they invented William Ashbless as the author of deliberately bad
poetry written to parody unintentionally bad poetry that was appearing in
the college's student literary publication or some such place.  Both of
them have used Ashbless in their writing, which has caused some problems
with the chronology.

Marty Helgesen

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 18:25:18 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Subject: Re: Powers' Ashbless - fake or not?

glenn@suphys.physics.su.OZ.AU (Glenn Geers) writes:
>Are you sure that Ashbless is a fake?. The quote at the beginning of _The
>Drawing of The Dark_ is attributed to him ('As long as we Christians have
>our beer \\ We've nought to fear'). I think it is also dated. Seems pretty
>odd to fake it given Powers' usual faithful following of historical
>events.

Yes.  Ashbless is a pure concoction, but a subtle one.  My first encounter
with him was in _Anubis Gates_, and he seemed real enough.  I checked the
UT library system and ran across something that he had supposedly written,
so I felt his reality had been confirmed.  I later came to realize that he
was purely fictitious, however, and had been created by Powers and James
Blaylock back in their college days.  Blaylock has made references to
Ashbless as well, and anyone who reads the poem "The One Pig" in Blaylock's
_The Lost Coin_ would immediately realize Ashbless' true nature.  Which
only left me with the strange reference to Ashbless in the UT library card
catalog.  Well, I looked the item up, and it turns out that it was a
leaflet put out by 'The International William Ashbless Society' announcing
the 'upcoming' release of a bicentennial edition of his work.  The leaflet
contained a 'sample page' from the book, on which were the alleged missing
twenty-four lines from "The Twelve Hours of the Night", the poem Doyle
jotted down in the tavern while waiting for Ashbless in _Anubis Gates_.
The poem itself is rather amusing, and carries a concealed message.  The
leaflet also contained a 'biographical note' on Ashbless.  It was all very
tongue-in-cheek, and I was glad I ran across it.  The bicentennial edition
was never published, to my knowledge, although I would be interested in
more of Ashbless' poetry....

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 22:24:47 GMT
From: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.fidonet.org (Bruce Holloway)
Subject: Re: Tim Powers - has he written more?

> You're missing:
>    An Epitaph in Rust
>    Forsake the Sky
>    Night Moves
>    The Way Down the Hill

I've found, bought and own Tim Power's "Forsake The Sky". It's a science-
fictional story about a kid who runs away from <<something>> and ends up in
this underground city (of thieves, perhaps) where he eventually comes into
power.

It's an okay book, but not fantastic. Of the others, I have none.

Bruce Holloway
UUCP: amdahl.com!kennel!507!Bruce.Holloway
INTERNET: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 18:26:49 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu writes:
>I said it once before, and I'll say it once more - I really enjoyed
>_Hyperion_ and was disappointed in _Fall of Hyperion_. I can't even
>truthfully say that I'm sure the same person wrote both books. Sure, the
>characters have the same name, and a lot of the same characteristics but,
>the development of the characters seems soooo radical and even the style
>of writing goes from one of smooth transitions in _Hyperion_ to one of
>erratic time/place changes in _Fall_.

Not really.  I agree in every respect.  I have generally gotten weird
stares for this opinion, since everyone knows that Simmons wrote it as one
novel and it was crudely broken into two halves by the publisher.  But
there is a great difference between the connected, ambiguous short stories
of the first volume and the teeming morass of science fictional hugger
mugger, time reversal, hyperspace communications, cloned planets, and so
forth that dominates the turgid plot of the second volume.

First, with horrific concepts like the Shrike and the Tombs, we should
never have been given all the answers anyway.  This kind of horror works by
evoking a response from deep within the reader, by seeming to have always
been there.  It is an emotional and numinous phenomenon.  A convoluted
intellectual explanation effectively destroys its mood, and so destroys any
reason for it to have been there at all.

Second, the only character in the second volume was Keats.  The others were
there in body, but having been set up in the first volume, they were little
more than chess pieces.  From intensely engaging first- person narratives
in the first volume, we were thrown into The Discovery Plot; suddenly
everyone seemed like caricatures of their former selves, used as vehicles
for exposition.

I am beginning to think that science fiction has inherent strengths in the
short form, and inherent weaknesses at novel length.  Anyone else care to
comment on this issue?

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 20:14:19 GMT
From: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON)
Subject: Haking Drives

   I am currently reading Dan Simmon's _Hyperion_ and _Fall of Hyperion_
and finding it very enjoyable. However, Simmon's continually refers to
Hawking Drives as some sort of FTL drive system. Pardon my poor FTL
education, but what are Hawking Drives ? How do they work ?

Thanks.

Jason William Blake
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp: ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt6502a
Internet: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 22:06:17 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Haking Drives

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON) writes:
>I am currently reading Dan Simmon's _Hyperion_ and _Fall of Hyperion_ and
>finding it very enjoyable. However, Simmon's continually refers to Hawking
>Drives as some sort of FTL drive system. Pardon my poor FTL education,

   Hawking Drives are sub-class of the FTL-By-Authority drive, which work
by taking the name of a great physicist (Preferably one who worked in an
esoteric branch of physics like quantum mechanics) and adding his surname
to the word Drive. Thus, you get Heisenberg Drives (How does it work? We're
uncertain) and the like. The manna generated by the invocation of a
recognised Weird Physics Authority (Weird Physics being all the funny
post-Newton stuff) allows the ship to violate the laws of physics as we now
know them, provided the author doesn't make the mistake of telling us too
much about the exact principles behind the Drive. Simmons, it can be noted,
told us diddlysquat about Hawking Drives (or Hawking Mats. Hawking is a
Name of Great Power in his universe), so it is hard to say what their
limits are.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 17:16:31 GMT
From: mll@aio.jsc.nasa.gov (Mark Littlefield)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

dweingar@csserv2.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart) writes:
>6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar) writes:
>>I have to agree.  _Hyperion Cantos_ has had the second-biggest effect on
>>me of any book I've ever read (second only to _The Lord of the Rings_).
>
> I must be missing something.  I found _Hyperion_/_Fall_of_Hyperion_ to be
> pleasant, but nothing truly outstanding.  Then again, I feel that way
> about most of the Hugo winners (except for _Downbelow_Station_,

(stuff deleted)

I first heard about _Hyperion_/_Fall_of_Hyperion_ last year when I moved to
Texas and got regular net contact.  I had just finished grad school and had
been out of the SF scene for some time (an occasional light read now and
then, that was it).  I noted the howl that was brought on by the "sudden"
ending of H, followed by the collective relief when FoH was published.

Well, I have since re-joined Science Fiction Book Club and I got _Hyperion
Cantos_ as part of my first batch.  I found H to be very enjoyable and the
writing was worthy of a Hugo.  I was not disturbed by the sudden ending.
In fact, I thought it was a perfect ending for the book.

I once read that the best stories are ones in which the reader carries on
with the characters after the last page has been read.  Like _Gone with the
Wind_ , one can imagine what Rhet Butler did after he left Scarlet and
walked away from Tara in the last scene.  H did that for me.  The sense of
unknown that the pilgrims were facing allowed my imagination to run wild.

I was less than impressed with FoH.  Although I liked the literary device
in H (from _Canterbury Tales_ (sp?) if I recall), I thoroughly DISliked the
"dream" mechanims used in FoH.  I found the writing to be uneven, and the
timeline full of holes.  I finished it only because I had slogged through
1000+ pages of these characters and, dammit, I was going to find out where
they ended up.

Mark L. Littlefield
Lockheed Engineering and Sciences 
2400 Nasa Rd 1 / MS 19            
Houston, TX 77058-3711
mll@aio.jsc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 21:42:09 GMT
From: rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan)
Subject: Re: Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion (was 1991 Hugo's)

(SPOILER ALERT)

   I thought _Fall of Hyperion_ contained some excellent ideas but was not
fleshed out properly. Specifically:
	
   1. The basic idea of human neurons being used as a distributed hardware
      for the AI.

   2. The Shrike and the Tree of Pain as a broadcaster of pain to flush
      Empathy out.

   3. The posing of a conflict between the progressive ``God'' of the AIs
      and the triune God of mankind which has its most cataclysmic moment
      when all human beings accessing the farcaster portals are killed
      thereby ending the dominance of the Core.

   4. The bastardization of the ``Void that binds'' (which smells of the
      Holy Ghost) by the AIs to create their Core and the farcaster
      portals.

I thought these ideas were great. Both books seem to deal with a future
society where comforts are all too easily acquired and mankind has no
challenges thanks to the AIs. The only way the conflict between the humans
and the AIs makes sense is that at one level it is a straightforward battle
for control and domination and at an other level, it's about one particular
resolution of an eternal conflict where the AIs choose to die and this is
accomplished at the cost of killing a few trillion human beings.

The second book had a garbled tone but I think Simmons might have
overreached.

Anand Rangarajan
rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu
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Date: 6 Jun 91 15:34:02 GMT
From: DATACTL@utahlib.bitnet
Subject: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

   Yech. I just finished Timothy Zahn's _Heir To The Empire_ and I must say
with a heavy heart that I thought it reeked. I came to the book very much
wanting to like it. I have been a big Star Wars fan since '77 when I went
to see the movie with my parents as an eight year old. Since '83 when ROTJ
came out I have eagerly awaited news of the next triad of films. Star Wars
had a huge impact on my life. After seeing the film I was hooked on movies,
and since have become a film studies major in school. So I really had high
expectations for the book.
   What I found was a twisted morass of bad plotting, poor
characterizations and even worse descriptive prose.

*SPOILERS FOLLOW*

   I think that one of the major major problems that Zahn faced when
starting this book was the lack of a powerful villain. When Darth Vader and
the Emporer died, the Star Wars Universe was left with a huge deficit.
(Even Jabba the Hutt was a more powerful villain than the character Zahn
did come up with.) Grand Admiral Thrawn, who is nothing more than a
glorified Andorian, is a very pale imitation of Darth Vader. By having to
create the Noghri as Thrawn's bodyguards indicates how weak a character he
actually is. Darth Vader needed no one to do his dirty work.
   Let me start again by focusing on the plotting. Everything in HTTE is
just too convenient. Every time Han Solo is in trouble Luke Skywalker just
happens to show up. i.e. at the planet Nkklon, Lando Calrissian's *new*
mining planet (why does Lando, a previously described hustler/con man go
back into mining?) And why when Luke is in trouble Han happens to show up
just in the nick of time. I'm sorry, why doesn't Zahn let the characters
show a little initiative and get themselves out of a jam.
   Almost everything not related to the films is contrived. Here's a little
brain teaser for you: If the Force is part of every living thing, whether
it be the good side or the dark side of the Force, then how can the
ysalamiri "push back" the Force? Are they not living creatures? If they
were antithetical to the good side of the Force then they would maybe
create a bubble of "dark side" space, but according to all previously
acknowledged Force lore, NOTHING living can be Forceless, for as Obi-Wan
said in SW:ANH "The Force is part of every living thing, it surrounds us,
and binds us together." without the Force which is presumably a "life
energy" or spirit, the ysalamiri would not be living things. My opinion is
that Zahn created them as another way to make Thrawn stronger. He must
control Joruus C'baoth, and since he is not himself endowed with the
ability to control the Force he must use some device.
   This brings up another question: Who the hell is Joruus C'baoth? the
explanation given is that he is the clone of an Old Republic Jedi Knight.
The Joruus character in HTTE is so weak and such a non-entity that we
forget he exists at some points! If he were truly a Jedi Knight (or even a
clone thereof) he would be much more vociferous, and visible. And Thrawn
would never ever trust him to control his small, precious, fleet. Thrawn
shows a general disregard for everything Jedi, and the power thereof. He is
supposedly a brilliant strategist, and everything that the Emperor and
Darth Vader were, but he has glaring weaknesses. Joruus C'baoth is another
weak weak villain.  We don't even know if he is a dark or light Jedi, or
whether he is a mentally unstable fool, his character is so poorly drawn. I
think that what Zahn does is to spend too much time drawing the characters
of Luke, Leia and Han. We already know those characters. We don't know
nearly enough about Thrawn, Joruus, or the Noghri or Pellaeon, or Fey'lya
or anybody that wasn't in the films.
   I think another element which Zahn added to the story which wasn't
evident in the films nor should have been is the political element. The
beauty of Star Wars is that it was a battle between good and evil, light
and dark, not petty squables over who will rule the New
Republic/Alliance/Rebellion (whatever it's called, Zahn uses all of these
names). I think Fey'lya the Bothan and the High Council scenes are a waste
of space.
   Talon Karrde is supposed to replace Jabba the Hutt? Another poorly drawn
character and poorly drawn villain. He has no appeal and no persona as Zahn
writes him. Mara Jade is another character who's background is too whacked
out to be believed. The secret assassin/agent of the Emperor? Give me a
break. If she were really such a person, she would have no compunction
about killing Luke the first instant she saw him.
   I've never actually read any of Zahn's other work and after this I don't
think I'm going to. I really had a hoot reading the book jacket after
reading the book, it says Zahn is one of Sci Fi's most popular voices, and
that he has the ability to tell a very human story amongst the grandeur of
far out worlds (or something to that effect.) Yech.

Anyway, I don't want huge flames over this, I really don't know that much
about Zahn, I only know this book really doesn't do justice to the Star
Wars Universe which I love very much. Someone out there will probably feel
obligated to drag out the ole' flame thrower however, so I will grab my
Nomex suit now.

Later.

Jeff Jonsson
Marriott Library Systems Support
518 7th Ave
Salt Lake City, UT, 84103
BITNET: DATACTL@UTAHLIB
INTERNET: jjonsson@alexandria.lib.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 16:21:20 GMT
From: BMCRAW01@ulkyvm.bitnet ("Bruce M. Crawford")
Subject: Heir to the Empire

I have just finished reading _Heir to the Empire_, and I must say that I am
pleased. While it would have been nice to see our heroes on the screen, I
enjoyed being able to visit with "old friends" again.

Timothy Zahn does well in capturing the flavor of the original characters.
Luke is a full-fledged Jedi now, Leia is in training, Han and Chewie have
gone respectable, and Lando is in charge of some new mining operation. And,
of course, Artoo and Threepio are bickering as much as ever.

Han and Leia are married now, and Leia is pregnant with twins. Sound
familiar?  I wonder if this happens to every generation with Skywalker
blood? She is only three months along, and Luke can already feel the Force
in the two. Luke thinks to himself that this must mean that the twins are
tremendously strong with the Force.

The New Republic is facing great trials in trying to establish itself as a
government, and the last of the Imperials have a new leader, a leader who
is one step ahead of the Republic at almost every turn. It is an
interesting turn to see the new crime lord, Talon Karde, to be a man of
honor, and not the evil slime that Jabba was. Plus, there are a few other
revelations that come to light, which I will refrain from telling for the
sake of those who haven't read it yet.

Again, I felt that the book held true to the Star Wars universe. The plot
flowed in a way which was reminiscent of the movies, which made it easy to
visualize. With this book, and the now-official announcement of the next
movies, I think it's safe to say that Star Wars is back, and is here to
stay.

If anyone would like to discuss the book, I would appreciate e-mail at this
address, BMCRAW01@ULKYVM.BITNET.

Bruce Crawford
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 00:24:05 GMT
From: dave@hacks.arizona.edu (Have a nice day... OR ELSE!)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

DATACTL@UTAHLIB.BITNET writes:
>Yech. I just finished Timothy Zahn's _Heir To The Empire_ and I must say
>with a heavy heart that I thought it reeked. I came to the book very much
>wanting to like it. I have been a big Star Wars fan since '77 when I went
>to see the movie with my parents as an eight year old. Since '83 when ROTJ
>came out I have eagerly awaited news of the next triad of films. ...

Ditto on all but the reeked part.  Anyone who reads it expecting the same
Star Wars of the movies or the other books set in its universe is in for a
disappointment.  The style is very much different from all the other Star
Wars works so far published, but this books does have its good and bad
points.

>*SPOILERS FOLLOW*
>
>I think that one of the major major problems that Zahn faced when starting
>this book was the lack of a powerful villain. When Darth Vader and the
>Emporer died, the Star Wars Universe was left with a huge deficit. (Even
>Jabba the Hutt was a more powerful villain than the character Zahn did
>come up with.) Grand Admiral Thrawn, who is nothing more than a glorified
>Andorian, is a very pale imitation of Darth Vader. By having to create the
>Noghri as Thrawn's bodyguards indicates how weak a character he actually
>is. Darth Vader needed no one to do his dirty work.

Thrawn, I thought, was one of the strengths of the book.  I don't think his
need for bodyguards make him any less dangerous; even the Emperor had
guards around him at all times.  Thrawn is not the type to go out in battle
himself, like Vader was.  His power came from his brilliance in strategic
planning.  He was also much calmer than Vader; while Vader would have gone
around killing subordinates after a loss like the one at the end of HTTE,
Thrawn was able to take it all in stride.

>Let me start again by focusing on the plotting. Everything in HTTE is just
>too convenient. Every time Han Solo is in trouble Luke Skywalker just
>happens to show up. i.e. at the planet Nkklon, Lando Calrissian's *new*
>mining planet (why does Lando, a previously described hustler/con man go
>back into mining?) And why when Luke is in trouble Han happens to show up
>just in the nick of time. I'm sorry, why doesn't Zahn let the characters
>show a little initiative and get themselves out of a jam.

I agree with this point.  The coincidences were a little too much for me,
but even the movies had something of a problem in this area.  (What are the
odds of Luke ending up with two droids that just escaped from a
Rebel/Imperial battle, and later turning out to be the son of the villan
they were all fighting?)  As far as Lando goes, he was never a favorite
character of mine and should have been left out of this entirely, as far as
I'm concerned.  Zahn seemed to want to bring back as many of the movies
characters as were still alive.

But those are relatively minor points. The plotting itself was not the
book's biggest weakness, in my opinion.  It simply went on for too long.
There was a long, drawn-out segment with Luke and Mara stranded in the
forest on Myrkr, that could and should have been cut considerably to keep
the story moving along.

>This brings up another question. Who the hell is Joruus C'baoth? the
>explanation given is that he is the clone of an Old Republic Jedi Knight.
>The Joruus character in HTTE is so weak and such a non-entity that we
>forget he exists at some points! ...

The impression I got was that Zahn is "saving" C'baoth for some major
confrontation in a later volume.  There is that cliffhanger element at the
end of this book.

>I think another element which Zahn added to the story which wasn't evident
>in the films nor should have been is the political element. The beauty of
>Star Wars is that it was a battle between good and evil, light and dark,
>not petty squables over who will rule the New Republic/Alliance/Rebellion
>(whatever it's called, Zahn uses all of these names). I think Fey'lya the
>Bothan and the High Council scenes are a waste of space.

I thought they added a new dimension to the whole universe.  Again, this is
not traditional Star Wars.  The original was very fairy-tailish, where no
one worried about politics and the bad guys always wore black so you could
distinguish them.

I do, however, suspect that Fey'lya is Thrawn's spy in the Rebellion.

>Anyway, I don't want huge flames over this, I really don't know that much
>about Zahn, I only know this book really doesn't do justice to the Star
>Wars Universe which I love very much.

I don't think it does either, but I think there is a lot of potential for
future volumes.  It's pretty apparent that he's setting up something big.
Luke will eventually get around to seeking out C'baoth, and then there are
the as-yet-unborn twins...

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 00:59:20 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

DATACTL@UTAHLIB.BITNET writes:
[incredibly disparaging review deleted]
>I've never actually read any of Zahn's other work and after this I don't
>think I'm going to. I really had a hoot reading the book jacket after
>reading the book, it says Zahn is one of Sci Fi's most popular voices, and
>that he has the ability to tell a very human story amongst the grandeur of
>far out worlds (or something to that effect.) Yech.

Ahh, that explains it.  If you'd read _Blackcollar_ or _Cobra_ (is it me,
or are these essentially the same book?!), you would never have picked up
HTTE.  Zahn is NOT a good writer. That is not to say that you might not
like one of his books.  But his WRITING is definitely not good.  When I say
that Zahn wrote HTTE, I immediately wrote it off.

>Anyway, I don't want huge flames over this, I really don't know that much
>about Zahn, I only know this book really doesn't do justice to the Star
>Wars Universe which I love very much. Someone out there will probably feel
>obligated to drag out the ole' flame thrower however, so I will grab my
>Nomex suit now...

In brief defense of Mr. Zahn, I will say that _Blackcollars_ was an amusing
read.  Just not well-written.  Then again, I read it years ago, and was not
as critical of prose.  When I re-read it about 18 months ago, I could not
believe it... :)

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

From: wesselak@suna0.cs.uiuc.edu (Erik Wesselak)
Date: 9 Jun 91 19:09:51 GMT
Subject: Star Wars: Heir to the Empire

I know you're reading it out there because it's #1 on the bestseller list,
so what do you all think?

First off, I grant that writing the sequel to the Star Wars movies is an
incredible task and whatever Zahn does, there's likely to be a million
people ready to lynch him for it.  Having said that...  I didn't buy the
salamander thing for a minute.  Ben said that all living things create the
force.  Period.  The force exists in all corners of the universe.  'Nuff
said.  Also, Ben and Yoda would have known about the lone Jedi hanging
about all those years.  (Is he a dark Jedi or a good Jedi?)  Otherwise, I
liked the handling of Luke, Leia and Han, although Han seems to have
chilled quite a bit since the movies; guess marriage'll do that to you.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 20:50:39 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir to the Empire

wesselak@suna0.cs.uiuc.edu (Erik Wesselak) writes:
>I know you're reading it out there because it's #1 on the bestseller list,
>so what do you all think?

As a matter of fact, I just read it yesterday (an all-day reading marathon;
finished it 12 hours after I got if from the library).

Probably SPOILERS below:

>I didn't buy the salamander thing for a minute.  Ben said that all living
>things create the force.  Period.  The force exists in all corners of the
>universe.  'Nuff said.

I'm still undecided about this one.  I understand where Zahn is coming
from, though, because he wanted to have a non-Jedi as the new head bad-guy,
so the bad-guy has to have some type of power over Luke, else there'd be no
story.  However, I partially agree with you that it's a little far-fetched,
given what we know about the Force.

>Also, Ben and Yoda would have known about the lone Jedi hanging about all
>those years.  (Is he a dark Jedi or a good Jedi?)

Luke gives a plausible reason for how there could be a Jedi that Ben and
Yoda didn't know about; remember he conjectures that the reason that the
Emperor and Vader didn't know about Yoda was that Yoda lived near a strong
concentration of the Dark Side of the Force (the cave on Dagobah), and that
perhaps from a distance, this blocked their ability to sense Yoda's
presence.  This explanation works for C'Boath, also, since he's been living
near the Emperor's secret storage area, where a strong Dark Jedi once
lived.  I suspect that the lack of info about C'Boath so far is intentional
on Zahn's part; he's saving C'Boath for big happenings coming in future
books.

>Otherwise, I liked the handling of Luke, Leia and Han, [...]

I agree strongly here; Zahn's strong point was capturing the interactions
of the main characters from the movies.  My only complaint is that he kept
a little too much of the hectic pacing of the movies; he tried to include
too many characters and locations in too few pages.  It "feels" quite a bit
like a Star Wars movie in this regard, but it could have been a better book
if he had taken time to expand a little, or else not tried to do so much in
260 some pages.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu
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Date: 7 Jun 91 07:09:39 GMT
From: mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

DATACTL@UTAHLIB.BITNET writes: 
> Yech. I just finished Timothy Zahn's _Heir To The Empire_ and I must say
> with a heavy heart that I thought it reeked. I came to the book very much
> wanting to like it. I have been a big Star Wars fan since '77 when I went
> to...

I had high hopes for the book too - wasn't as good as I hoped it could be
but I don't think it "reeked."  The Star Wars films are a pretty tough act
to follow though.

> What I found was a twisted morass of bad plotting, poor characterizations
> and even worse descriptive prose.

IMO, plotting was the weakest element of the book, I didn't have too much
problem with most of the characterizations, didn't find the prose to be
outstanding but it didn't interfere with my enjoyment of the book.

> *SPOILERS FOLLOW*
>
> I think that one of the major major problems that Zahn faced when
> starting this book was the lack of a powerful villain. When Darth Vader
> and the Emperor died, the Star Wars Universe was left with a huge
> deficit. (Even Jabba the Hutt was a more powerful villain than the
> character Zahn did come up with.) Grand Admiral Thrawn, who is nothing
> more than a glorified Andorian, is a very pale imitation of Darth Vader.
> By having to create the Noghri as Thrawn's bodyguards indicates how weak
> a character he actually is. Darth Vader needed no one to do his dirty
> work.

Zahn had a pretty tough job of rebuilding an Empire that could threaten the
rebels considering how RotJ ended.  I think the way he went about it was
quite believable and one of the strengthgs of the book.  Thrawn is not
weaker than Vader - just different.  Thrawn doesn't personally inspire as
much fear perhaps as Vader but I think he is much more formidable as a
strategist and military commander.  Vader's style of kill everyone who
fails once, full speed ahead and damn the torpedoes wouldn't work too well
with the Empire as poor as it it now in manpower, ships, etc.

> Let me start again by focusing on the plotting. Everything in HTTE is
> just too convenient. Every time Han Solo is in trouble Luke Skywalker
> just happens to show up. i.e. at the planet Nkklon, Lando Calrissian's
> *new* mining planet (why does Lando, a previously described hustler/con
> man go back into mining?) And why when Luke is in trouble Han happens to
> show up just in the nick of time. I'm sorry, why doesn't Zahn let the
> characters show a little initiative and get themselves out of a jam.

YES!  Here I agree with you totally.  The extensive reliance on coincidence
really stretched even my capacity for suspension of disbelief.  Han and
Luke both arrive at Lando's planet at the same time, both happen to end up
on Myrkrr at the same time, and both they and Wedge's squadron happen to be
in the Sluis Van system when the Imperials attack... plus a few too many
other coincidences for my taste.  I don't find Lando being back in mining
that surprising - I think he likes being an adminsitrator especially of
some oddball, out-of-the-way, quasi-legal operation.

> Almost everything not related to the films is contrived. Here's a little
> brain teaser for you. If the Force is part of every living thing, whether
> it be the good side or the dark side of the Force, then how can the
> ysalamiri "push back" the Force? Are they not living creatures? If they
> were antithetical to the good side of the Force then they would maybe
> create a bubble of "dark side" space, but according to all previously
> acknowledged Force lore, NOTHING living can be Forceless, for as Obi-Wan
> said in SW:ANH "The Force is part of every living thing, it surrounds us,
> and binds us together." without the Force which is presumably a "life
> energy" or spirit, the ysalamiri would not be living things. My opinion
> is that Zahn created them as another way to make Thrawn stronger. He must
> control Joruus C'baoth, and since he is not himself endowed with the
> ability to control the Force he must use some device

Good questions. Obi-Wan's been known to be mistaken before though.  Except
Yoda said almost the same thing in Empire.  My opinion is that almost all
forms of life contribute to the force but that the Force itself isn't
necessary for life to exist.  i.e. it is a byproduct of life not a
requirement for life.  Thus some creatures could conceivable exist without
it.  Hypothesis 2: the ysalamiri aren't actually natural living things but
were created (genetically engineered) at some time in the past (during the
Clone wars?) as a weapon/defense against Jedi.  Another point, perhaps
related to hypothesis 2, the vornskrs seem to be force sensitive - note the
reaction of Kardde's pet vornskrs to Luke and the way most of their attacks
in the forest center on Luke.

> This brings up another question. Who the hell is Joruus C'baoth? the
> explanation given is that he is the clone of an Old Republic Jedi Knight.
> The Joruus character in HTTE is so weak and such a non-entity that we
> forget he exists at some points! If he were truly a Jedi Knight (or even
> a clone thereof) he would be much more vociferous, and visible. And
> Thrawn would never ever trust him to control his small, precious, fleet.
> Thrawn shows a general disregard for everything Jedi, and the power
> thereof. He is supposedly a brilliant strategist, and everything that the
> Emperor and Darth Vader were, but he has glaring weaknesses. Joruus
> C'baoth is another weak weak villain.  We don't even know if he is a dark
> or light Jedi, or whether he is a mentally instable fool, his character
> is so poorly drawn.

Joruus seems pretty weak to me too.  Looks like Zahn is saving him for some
sort of confrontation with Luke in later volumes.  If this is the case
though then I don't think it was necessary for Zahn to introduce Joruus yet
at this stage in the series.  Joruus seems a lot weaker than Thrawn to me.
Thrawn obviously DOESN'T trust him... he doesn't let him control the fleet
in the Sluis Van battle, Thrawn keeps on testing Joruus obedience, and
Thrawn keeps himself surrounded with yysalamiri.  I got the distinct
impression that Joruus was NOT on the side of light - that leaves him as
either dark or mentally unstable, or perhaps both, in my opinion.

>I think that what Zahn does is to spend too much time drawing the
>characters of Luke, Leia and Han. We already know those characters. We
>don't know nearly enough about Thrawn, Joruus, or the Noghri or Pellaeon,
>or Fey'lya or anybody that wasn't in the films.

Actually I was glad to see the old characters back again.  I would have
appreciated more time given to some of the other characters too though.  As
I said above, I think Zahn did a decent job with Thrawn.  I think we're
going to learn more about Fey'la and the Noghri in the second book.  I have
a feeling we're not going to get to know much more about Joruus until the
third book, if ever.

> I think another element which Zahn added to the story which wasn't
> evident in the films nor should have been is the political element. The
> beauty of Star Wars is that it was a battle between good and evil, light
> and dark, not petty squables over who will rule the New
> Republic/Alliance/Rebellion (whatever it's called, Zahn uses all of these
> names). I think Fey'lya the Bothan and the High Council scenes are a
> waste of space.

I'm placing my bets on Fey'la being a deep-planted agent of the Empire
actually.  Remember all those security leaks about Han/Lei's travel plans
etc?  And what better way to destroy the New Republic than from within?.

> Talon Karrde is supposed to replace Jabba the Hutt? Another poorly drawn
> character and poorly drawn villain. He has no appeal and no persona as
> Zahn writes him. Mara Jade is another character whose background is too
> whacked out to be believed. The secret assassin/agent of the Emperor?
> Give me a break. If she were really such a person, she would have no
> compunction about killing Luke the first instant she saw him.

Karrde as a character wasn't too bad he just didn't seem to be cast in the
right role to me - who ever heard of an honorable crime lord?  Mara was a
rather interesting concept of Zahn's but I have a hard time understanding
a) how she could have failed on Tattoine and b) why she didn't kill Luke
when she had the chance - not very effective for someone who was supposed
to be the EMperor's top operative.  Maybe she had an exaggerated sense of
her own importance to the Emperor? some minor spy with delusions of
grandeur?

> I've never actually read any of Zahn's other work and after this I don't
> think I'm going to. I really had a hoot reading the book jacket after
> reading the book, it says Zahn is one of Sci Fi's most popular voices,
> and that he has the ability to tell a very human story amongst the
> grandeur of far out worlds (or something to that effect.) Yech.
>
> Anyway, I don't want huge flames over this, I really don't know that much
> about Zahn, I only know this book really doesn't do justice to the Star
> Wars Universe which I love very much. Someone out there will probably
> feel obligated to drag out the ole' flame thrower however, so I will grab
> my Nomex suit now. . .

Hopefully you didn't take any of the above as flames just some differing
viewpoints.  The book definitely wasn't vintage Star Wars but I still
enjoyed it as a welcome return to the Star Wars universe.  I've never read
Zahn before and probably won't pick up any of his other stuff but I'll
definitely pick up the final two volumes in this SW cycle.  Perhaps that
just shows what a hopeless Star Wars junkie I am though.  Can't wait for
the new films so we can get some more "real" Star Wars.

Christopher A. Wolf
mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 91 19:00:45 GMT
From: wolf@howlin.cs.unlv.edu (Sir Redrob (aka Alex Borders))
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>YES!  Here I agree with you totally.  The extensive reliance on
>coincidence . . .

Coincidence?  Or possibly the force at work?  Isn't one of the precepts of
the Jedi that you let the Force control you, not you control the Force?
Just a thought

Concerning Lando and his mining operation, I recall even in _Empire_ he was
no longer the rogue, but was trying to retire, preferably in a out of the
way place where nobody asks questions and he can live in privacy.

DATACTL@UTAHLIB.BITNET writes: 
> This brings up another question. Who the hell is Joruus C'baoth? the
> explanation given is that he is the clone of an Old Republic Jedi Knight.
> The Joruus character in HTTE is so weak and such a non-entity that we
> forget he exists at some points! If he were truly a Jedi Knight (or even
> a clone thereof) he would be much more vociferous, and visible.  And
> Thrawn would never ever trust him to control his small, precious, fleet.
> Thrawn shows a general disregard for everything Jedi, and the power
> thereof. He is supposedly a brilliant strategist, and everything that the
> Emperor and Darth Vader were, but he has glaring weaknesses.  Joruus
> C'baoth is another weak weak villain.  We don't even know if he is a dark
> or light Jedi, or whether he is a mentally instable fool, his character
> is so poorly drawn.

Joruus is a clone.  In most series this would not need to be stated, but in
the SWars universe, clones are not like "real" people.  Think of it as a
photocopy with the machine set on "really light" You might think of it as
that a clone has no soul of his own.  He has a lot of potential, but will
probably never achieve it.  Until then, he's just a tool.  A very tricky
tool though.

> Talon Karrde is supposed to replace Jabba the Hutt? Another poorly drawn
> character and poorly drawn villain. He has no appeal and no persona as
> Zahn writes him. Mara Jade is another character whose background is too
> whacked out to be believed. The secret assassin/agent of the Emperor?
> Give me a break. If she were really such a person, she would have no
> compunction about killing Luke the first instant she saw him.

Karrde is Han Solo, a little later in life.  Basically a good guy (in some
sense of the word) loyal to his people, but distrustful of any authority
other than his own.  He prizes his own independence above anything else,
hence his reluctance to "get involved" by turning over Luke or the others
to the Empire.  That or helping the new Alliance Council would force him
into one coamp or the other, and he knows he can only survive in between
the two sides.  Mara was highly important, but now, she has nowhere to go
in life.  She has nothing but memories and hate.  If she killed Luke, she
wouldn't even have that any more.  Sometimes your enemy can be your best
friend.  Even the real world can be funny that way.

Zahn writes hard SF (as I understand, I've never read any of it) and SWars
is space opera.  Zahn also writes a much more military style.  I have no
idea why he is writing the series rather than someone with a more
appropriate style, but he is.

Much of the above is not even my own opinion, just possible explanations
and interesting ideas.

Alex Borders
University of Nevada @ Las Vegas
PO Box 4657
Las Vegas, NV 89127
wolf@jimi.cs.unlv.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 03:27:48 GMT
From: noe@sunc6.cs.uiuc.edu (Roger Noe)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

*SPOILERS FOLLOW*

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>I'm placing my bets on Fey'la being a deep-planted agent of the Empire
>actually.  Remeber all those security leaks about Han/Lei's travel plans
>etc?  And what better way to destroy the New Republic than from within?.

I think Fey'lya is a red herring.  The political confrontations with Ackbar
and then Ackbar's arrest are to make us think that Fey'lya is the mole.
But the best spy is the one who doesn't draw attention, who is least likely
to be suspected.  Yes, I agree that the Empire has a mole deep within the
New Republic.  But I don't think it's Fey'lya.  I think it's ...

Winter, Leia's assistant.

I am not privy to any inside info, but Zahn just kind of grinned when I
shared my suspicions with him.  All I know is what's in the book.

Roger Noe
Department of Computer Science       
University of Illinois
Urbana, IL  61801  USA
roger-noe@uiuc.edu
noe@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 20:58:47 GMT
From: jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Jonathan A Bishop)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

noe@sunc6.cs.uiuc.edu (Roger Noe) writes:

SPOILERS

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>I think Fey'lya is a red herring.  The political confrontations with
>Ackbar and then Ackbar's arrest are to make us think that Fey'lya is the
>mole.  But the best spy is the one who doesn't draw attention, who is
>least likely to be suspected.  Yes, I agree that the Empire has a mole
>deep within the New Republic.  But I don't think it's Fey'lya.  I think
>it's ...  Winter, Leia's assistant.
>
>I am not privy to any inside info, but Zahn just kind of grinned when I
>shared my suspicions with him.  All I know is what's in the book.

I think I agree.  I hadn't really thought about it, but it makes a lot of
sense.  Did it ever say in the book why Winter wasn't on Alderaan?  Part of
the deal with the Empire?

jabishop@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 19:54:32 GMT
From: gai@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir to the Empire

wesselak@suna0.cs.uiuc.edu (Erik Wesselak) writes: 
> 'Nuff said.  Also, Ben and Yoda would have known about the lone Jedi
> hanging about all those years.  (Is he a dark Jedi or a good Jedi?)

Also, Zahn goes to great length to explain how Yoda's presence was hidden
from the Emperor's/Vader's detection. But, what I want to know is how did
Kenobi escape detection?  Surely if the Emperor could sense Luke's presence
once he began his training he could detect Kenobi.  My personal theory is
that the Emperor knew about Kenobi but didn't consider him a threat and was
hoping that he would train more Jedi that the Emperor could corrupt.

Christopher A. Wolf
mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 21:44:34 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00bjhoyt@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: Star Wars VII  Lucas envolved??????

On Heir to the Empire:

Did Lucas actually grant Zahn to have total say over what is to happen in
the last 3 Star Wars epics?????

OR, did Lucas give Zahn guidelines to follow like "Luke can't die, etc.?"

Does anybody know what Lucas's contribution was to Heir to the Empire?????

Brad Hoyt

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Miscellaneous - Awards (8 msgs) &
                                     Immortals (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 91 21:31:24 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo's

jcramer@milton.u.washington.edu (John Cramer) writes: 
>When the 1991 Hugo Nominations were announced last week, there were
>several requests on SF-Lovers for information on the nominees for the John
>W. Campbell Award (for best new science fiction writer).

I have a question on the Campbell Award.  Has its "meaning" changed?  It
seems to me that Philip K. Dick's "Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said" won
in whatever year it came out, sometime in the late 70s.  Dick was certainly
not a new writer at the time - I think he was into his third *decade* as an
SF pro.  Was his award special somehow, or did it change afterwards, or am
I just hallucinating again?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 91 12:37:00 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo's

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
> I have a question on the Campbell Award.  Has its "meaning" changed?  It
> seems to me that Philip K. Dick's "Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said" won
> in whatever year it came out, sometime in the late 70s.  Dick was
> certainly not a new writer at the time - I think he was into his third
> *decade* as an SF pro.  Was his award special somehow, or did it change
> afterwards, or am I just hallucinating again?

There are two different John W. Campbell awards. The one that is voted on
and given out with the Hugos is for best new writer. The other, which is
given to a novel (and yes, Dick's "Flow My Tears ... " won it) is, I
believe, an academic award of some sort. But both do exist.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 91 01:10:08 GMT
From: polari!mzenier@sumax.seattleu.edu (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: 1991 Hugo's

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>I have a question on the Campbell Award.  Has its "meaning" changed?  It
>seems to me that Philip K. Dick's "Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said" won
>in whatever year it came out, sometime in the late 70s.  Dick was
>certainly not a new writer at the time - I think he was into his third
>*decade* as an SF pro.  Was his award special somehow, or did it change
>afterwards, or am I just hallucinating again?

I remember when the first time it was awarded, it was a panel of judges who
gave it to a fairly "New Wave" author, (Effinger?).  When writing about
their decision, there was something about "the appreciation of the fallen
state of man".  The more traditional members of the SF community soon
achived orbital velocity, as this was just about the opposite of the
Campbell philosophy, as they read it.

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.uucp
mzenier@polari.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 04:04:40 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: 1991 JW Campbell Award.

Jim Mann commented:
> There are two different John W. Campbell awards. The one that is voted on
> and given out with the Hugos is for best new writer. The other, which is
> given to a novel (and yes, Dick's "Flow My Tears ... " won it) is, I
> believe, an academic award of some sort. But both do exist.
 
It is worth noting that the JWC awards tend to be co-ordinated by a
committee of academic literati with delusions of SF prowess, and usually go
to writers of stories JWC wouldn't have bought.  It's also instructive that
a number of JWC's writing cronies and friends have completely disassociated
themselves from the awards and refuse to discuss them.  (When Poul Anderson
wrote a letter to ANALOG that publicly decried the award procedure,
disassociated Anderson from the award, and removed his stories from
consideration for the other* award, his letter was followed up by a letter
from Harlan Ellison lambasting Anderson for not moving with the times, and
objecting vociferously to Anderson's attitude.)

The Hugo-connected "best new writer" award has rarely gone to anyone
Campbell would have approved of, and this is a pity as well; so many new
writers could have benefitted from this type of recognition, and the award
has normally gone to folks whose stuff I won't pay money for.  Like the
Hugo itself, this award is rapidly becoming a kind of personality-cult
popularity contest.
 
Show me a book that's won the International Fantasy Award, a Hugo, a
Nebula, and a JWC prize from that review committee with literary
pretensions, and I *might* buy it.  If it's by Theodore Sturgeon.
 
Anyway.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 06:50:58 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: Campbell award

mzenier@polari.UUCP (Mark Zenier) writes:
>I remember when the first time it was awarded, it was a panel of judges
>who gave it to a fairly "New Wave" author, (Effinger?).  When writing
>about their decision, there was something about "the appreciation of the
>fallen state of man".  The more traditional members of the SF community
>soon achived orbital velocity, as this was just about the opposite of the
>Cambell philosophy, as they read it.

You must be thinking of Barry Malzberg's BEYOND APOLLO, a wonderful,
moving, poetic little book with a completely ridiculous scientific basis.
Its theme was that humans are not suited to space travel by their inherent
psychological nature.  Campbell would have screamed to see it, and so did
many of the Campbell-venerators, generating one of science fiction's
greatest controversies in the 1970's.

In general, the award has gone to reward budding literary merit rather than
hard science fictional rigor, and I would prefer to see it continue this
way.  It is Campbellian to favor the leading edge of science fiction, even
when that edge moves far from its position in the 1940's.  With a few
exceptions, Paul Preuss and Greg Bear among them, hard SF is a dinosaur.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 16:02:16 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re:  JW Campbell Award.

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>It is worth noting that the JWC awards tend to be co-ordinated by a
>committee of academic literati with delusions of SF prowess, and usually
>go to writers of stories JWC wouldn't have bought.  It's also instructive
>that a number of JWC's writing cronies and friends have completely
>disassociated themselves from the awards and refuse to discuss them.
>(When Poul Anderson wrote a letter to ANALOG that publicly decried the
>award procedure, disassociated Anderson from the award, and removed his
>stories from consideration for the *other* award, his letter was followed
>up by a letter from Harlan Ellison lambasting Anderson for not moving with
>the times, and objecting vociferously to Anderson's attitude.)

Would Hugo Gernsback have bought most of the books which have won Hugos?
I've always found this "but John Campbell wouldn't have bought that"
argument against the JW Campbell award silly, for that reason.

In defense of the judges, they certainly DO know fiction (and to some
degree know SF).  Thus, the award tends to go to an SF book that also is
good fiction.  Yes, the ideas may have been used before, and so forth, but
I personally prefer a piece of good fiction with no new ideas (in the SF
sense) to a whiz-bang story that throws out lots of ideas but is poorly
written, has wooden characters, etc.

A good thing about the JW Campbell award is that they are judging based on
different standards than the Hugos and, these days, the Nebulas. Thus, a
different book wins the award than wins the Hugo/Nebula.  This is good in
part because many people use awards as pointers to something they may have
otherwise missed. (Certainly, when I first started reading SF, I used "Hugo
Award Winner" and "Nebula Award Winner" as a pointer telling me that this
book is probably worth reading.)

Jim Mann                                      
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 91 19:48:52 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: JW Campbell award

Jim Mann said:
> Would Hugo Gernsback have bought most of the books which have won Hugos?

Only some; mostly because Gernsback didn't really *like* stories; he liked
lectures camouflaged as stories and insisted that there be something in
each story that the kids could *learn*, for the goods of their little
souls.  (Gernsback's description of the use of a reflected "pulsating,
polarized ether wave" to locate and range out-of-sight objects may
constitute the first SF appearance of "radar." (See "RALPH 124C41+") )
Gernsback loved imagination, experimentation, and large groups of people
playing with ideas.  That's why he founded all those techie magazines aimed
at beginners, neophytes, and amateurs.

> I've always found this "but John Campbell wouldn't have bought that"
> argument against the JW Campbell award silly, for that reason.

  *Shrug* The right of an award to bear the name of a famous man is
normally associated with intent to memorialize and honor that man.  When we
ask, "Would Campbell *like* having his name on the award given to this
particular effort?" the answer is, regrettably, usually "HELL no."
Consequently, I decry the use of his name for the award, as do others.
  Campbell neither supported nor ascribed to the philosophies reflected in
the works of many of the recipients of the award, to date, and probably
would not have felt comfortable with the connection of his name to those
works.

> In defense of the judges, they certainly DO know fiction (and to some
> degree know SF).  Thus, the award tends to go to an SF book that also is
> good fiction.  Yes, the ideas may have been used before, and so forth,
> but I personally prefer a piece of good fiction with no new ideas (in the
> SF sense) to a whiz-bang story that throws out lots of ideas but is
> poorly written, has wooden characters, etc.

  If they don't know SCIENCE fiction, and, to a lesser extent, science,
what are they doing evaluating works in the field?  Answer: taking part in
a mutual back-patting society of litterateurs, not rewarding excellence in
SF!  "Good fiction" and "good Science Fiction" are *NOT* the same thing;
the latter is harder to write well, because it requires a broader education
and greater effort and intellectual capacity.  Even someone like David Brin
unabashedly mines the works of his predecessors for concept, milieu, and
framework; but he has sufficient awareness that he can differentiate
between fantasy concepts and SF, and work in an ordered universe.
  The abnegative hacks so beloved of the "literary" element in our midst
can't tell the difference between a magic wand and modern physics, so they
write about magic wands using scientibabble terminology.  This doesn't make
it SF, this makes it fantasy; and if they're not using any original SF *or*
fantasy concepts, the story could probably better be constructed without
the speculative elements, perhaps as a rewrite of "LOVE STORY" or "MURDER
WILL OUT."
  If there are "no new ideas (in the SF sense)" in the story, then why is
it written?  What justification does it have for existing?  Simply for
*writing* or *characterization?* If so, then why paste it into an SF
framework, unless the creator thereof feels he has a better chance of
achieving acceptance in a small ghetto, instead of the larger mainstream
world?
  If a writer can't create something new, said writer ought to look into
catalog writing as a profession, rather than fiction writing; the field
already *HAS* a Piers Anthony.
  I am tired, tired, *TIRED* of tripe that uses SF terminology as a magic
wand to achieve some situation the author needs to hew to his story
outline.  It's not SF, it's fantasy. And except for a few laudable
exceptions, Campbell stopped printing fantasy when UNKNOWN folded in WWII.
  Me, I read SF to have *FUN*, to screw around with ideas I can't mess with
in the real world, to see what other people think might be the result of
certain situations.  It's hard work, and play, and in no small sense,
education.  I do *not* read SF to marvel at the subtle literary complexity
of some guy who has an 800,000-word vocabulary, but doesn't know the
difference between a quark and a neutral anti-cascade hyperon.
  When I want pretty words and challenging literary conceits and concepts,
I read Shaw or Shakespeare, where the writing is actually worthwhile, and
the ideas are parts of the stories, instead of mere props.

> A good thing about the JW Campbell award is that they are judging based
> on different standards than the Hugos and, these days, the Nebulas. Thus,
> a different book wins the award than wins the Hugo/Nebula.  This is good
> in part because many people use awards as pointers to something they may
> have otherwise missed. (Certainly, when I first started reading SF, I
> used "Hugo Award Winner" and "Nebula Award Winner" as a pointer telling
> me that this book is probably worth reading.)

  Unfortunately, the standards for the JWC award seem to vary from year to
year, and don't seem to pertain very closely to science or SF.  The result,
in my experience, has been a "pointer" to books and stories to be avoided.
Obviously, your mileage has varied.
  But then, I'm not real impressed with a lot of the Nebula and Hugo
winners, either; the Hugos seem to be mainly popularity contest awards, and
the Nebulas an expression of in-group regard.
  Best approach I've found is to read everything *NOMINATED* for the Hugo
and Nebula awards.  That way you get most of the good stuff and don't miss
a great runner-up just because Goodole So&So is such a gregarious drunk
when he goes to cons and pals around with the fen.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 17:38:37 GMT
From: BPH6SSG@vax.bio.leeds.ac.uk
Subject: EASTERCON Awards

Awards in Glasgow

The BSFA AWARDS presented at Speculation (The British National SF
Convention) this Easter were:

   BEST NOVEL: Colin Greenland, Take Back Plenty
   BEST SHORT FICTION: Kim Newman "The Original Dr. Shade"
      (from Interzone 36)
   BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION: Twin Peaks
   BEST ARTWORK: Ian Miller for the Covers of The Difference Engine
      and Interzone 40.

EASTERCON Awards, also announced at Speculation were:

   SHORT TEXT: The ConFiction newsletter
   LONG TEXT: Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman, Good Omens
   GRAPHIC ART: Robert, the Friends of Foundation collecting box,
      created by Sylvia Starshine
   DRAMATIC PRESENTATION: Return to the Forbidden Planet

The DOC WEIR Award was presented by Kim Campbell on behalf of the
Speculation committee to Pat Brown, known for her work in tech ops at many
conventions.  This year there were eleven names on the ballots received,
but Pat had been a clear winner.

This award is in memory of Arthur Rose "Doc" Weir who died in March 1961.
He had come to fandom late, but had enthusiastically done everything he
could including much work for the BSFA. It is a free vote by any Eastercon
attendees and tends to go to someone who has worked enthusiastically in
some area of fandom.

The KEN McINTYRE AWARD for the Best Fan Artwork went to Colin Johnston for
his Illumination badge design.

Ken McIntyre died of pancreatitis in August 1968. He had been a regular
exhibitor at con art shows and a regular contributor to fanzines and it was
Rog Peyton who had suggested that there should be a fanart award to
preserve his memory. The judges were Kim Campbell (Speculation committee),
Ethel Lindsey (Knights of St. Fantony) and Alistair Wheeler Reed (Artshow
Organiser).

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 17:35:16 GMT
From: uswnvg!dfpedro@uunet.uu.net (Donn Pedro)
Subject: Re: Immortals

sam@dac.mdcbbs.com writes:
>Regarding books about immortality, some years ago I read a pair of books
>by a French S/F writer named Rene Barjavel.  The books were titled " The
>Immortals " and "The Ice People".  They were entertaining reading but not
>very well written, this was perhaps due to a poor translation.
>
>"The Ice People" revolved around the discovery of the remnants of an
>ancient civilization under the Antarctic ice, including a pair of humans
>in suspended animation.  I recently found a copy of this one in a used
>bookstore.
>
>Has anyone out there ever read these books and what do you think about
>them? 

I liked "The Ice People."  It wasn't a great read but it was interesting
enough.  I liked the difference between the two cultures, the relationship
between the hero and out revived heroine, and the interesting doomsday
weapon.

It had a couple interesting plot twists too.

Donn Pedro
{uunet, sequent, pn1}!uswnvg!dfpedro

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 91 16:51:17 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Immortals

For immortals manipulating the non-immortals, try that excellent book "Lord
of Light" by R. Zelazny.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - Feminism in SF (21 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 00:07:11 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Mean Green Dancing Machine)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

I'll just put in some plugs for lesser-known favorites of mine:

C.S. Friedman		_In Conquest Born_
P.C. Hodgell		_Godstalk_
Elizabeth Moon		_Sheepfarmer's Daughter_
Adrienne Martine-Barnes _The Fire Sword_

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 91 03:56:30 GMT
From: jet@karazm.math.uh.edu (J Eric Townsend)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>thinking of Delany's criticism of the book, in which he said that the
>Gethenians didn't really seem female, that they seemed more like
>hermaphroditic men than like truly androgynous people.  Le Guin seems, at
>least in part, to agree that this is a valid point.)

I think it was in _Across the Wounded Galaxies_ where I read something by
Le Guin saying she'd LHoD would be very different if she were to write it
now.

J. Eric Townsend
jet@uh.edu
jet@UHOU.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 03:11:00 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

For traditional SF stuff, Lois McMaster Bujold writes stories with a strong
female protaganist.  Try SHARDS OF HONOR (Baen, 1986) or BARRAYAR (this
fall).  The heroine here is a strong female hero who isn't an "amazon
woman".

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 05:13:59 GMT
From: brendan@cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: Feminist SF

verseman@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL ("Amy N. Verseman") writes:
>No one has referred to Julian May as a feminist writer, which I find
>nearly amazing.  Not that I think she is, but since she presents us with
>several strong female characters, she seems to fit the description for
>several contributors.

Surely the point is that the strong women in her books are exhibiting a
masculine view of strength. After all even Heinlein had plenty of "strong"
women in his later books, but despite a never ending stream of PCness, I
would not think of any of his works as feminist.

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science
University of Queensland      
Australia                     
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 14:25:08 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

Barbara Hambly does a good job with her character Starhawk in the Sunwolf
and Starhawk books, _Ladies of Mandrigyn_ , _Witches of Wenshar_, and _Dark
Hand of Magic_

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 16:50:32 GMT
From: rjc@cstr.ed.ac.uk (Richard Caley)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

J Eric Townsend (jet) writes:
>matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>> thinking of Delany's criticism of the book, in which he said that the
>> Gethenians didn't really seem female, that they seemed more like
>> hermaphroditic men than like truly androgynous people.  Le Guin seems,
>> at least in part, to agree that this is a valid point.)

I suspect that this is partly because almost all the Gethenians we see are
filling roles which we expect to be filled by men. They are rulers,
ministers, shamen, guards, police etc. Given the point of view from which
we see the planet (visiting envoy) that seems inevitable, and, in fact, I
thought it was intentional.

> I think it was in _Across the Wounded Galaxies_ where I read something by
> Le Guin saying she'd LHoD would be very different if she were to write it
> now.

She says something of the sort in an essay which is reprinted in ``The
Language of the Night''[*].  However the main critisism she seems to be
responding to is that of using `he', `king' and other masculine words. She
says at one point that partly this is so she could write that `The king was
pregnant'.

Which brings me to why I think that some of this is intentional. It seems
to me she sets things up so that we start picturing Gethenians as male just
so she can jerk the rug out from under us in those scenes on the ice. I
don't think that part of the book would have nearly as much impact if she
hadn't set us up for it.

[*] Ursula Le Guin, ``The Language of the Night : essays on fantasy
    and science fiction''. Published by the Women's Press 1989.

    I think the American edition was published by Putnam around 1980.

rjc@cstr.ed.ac.uk		

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 00:06:52 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

   Haven't read the net in awhile, so this may have been mentioned, but...
How about Bayta and Arcadia Darrell from the Foundation trilogy?

Jonah

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 91 12:24:04 GMT
From: lgrant@maths.tcd.ie (Lesley Grant)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

   Pat Murphy's _The Falling Woman_ is another excellent book with stong
female characters. Le Guin's _Tehanu_ also fits the requirements, showing a
woman strong enough to realise the position she was offered as an
"honourary man" was as empty as her previous life, and strong enough to
seek out a life that was meaningful to herself.

Lesley
lgrant@maths.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 15:44:27 GMT
From: joan@med.unc.edu (Joan Shields)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

aahz@netcom.COM (Mean Green Dancing Machine) writes:
>I'll just put in some plugs for lesser-known favorites of mine:
>P.C. Hodgell		_Godstalk_

Don't forget _Dark of the Moon_, the sequal to _Godstalk_.  I loved both
books, she writes well, tells a good story, and her characters are well
drawn and interesting.  Her main character is a relatively strong woman (at
least not weak) but not militant feminist.  I recommend both books.

The books are fantasy but rely more on characterization and story than
exotic creatures (although there are a few running about).

Joan

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 17:26:48 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

(I've been following this one for a while, and don't have anyone in
particular to reply to...)

Of all McCaffrey's heroines, Killishandra is my favorite, hands down.  And
I like her best in the series of short stories called _Crystal Singer_,
then in the book _Crystal Singer_, and least in _Killishandra_.  The
difference in my perception of her is aptly illustrated on the covers of
the two books: my copy of _Crystal Singer_ has this really striking picture
of Killishandra, head thrown back, not looking particularly pretty but
really impressive; _Killishandra_ has her with the young ingenue look you
find on gothics, twisting so that her breasts are sticking out.  In other
words, like a romance novel.  Don't get me wrong; I read them and even
enjoy them sometimes, but I don't like my genres mixed.  :)

For other good stories with female protagonists, what about Aeron Aoibhell
in Patricia Kennealy's Keltiad series?  Or Christa Cruitaire in _Gossamer
Axe_ (I know we recently had a big discussion about this book; I happen to
like it very much)?  Or Indigo in Louise Cooper's Books of Indigo?  Then
there's Tallis Keeton in Robert Holdstock's _Lavondyss_, and Mercedes
Lackey's Diana Tregarde (I include Diana with some trepidation because I
like the character better than I like the books).  And then there's the
whole _Sword and Sorceress_ series, which will yield one or two treasures
every year.

Although I do not try to exclusively read female authors, or stories with
female protagonists, I find a large preponderance of those very things in
my fiction library.  Does anyone else who's female find that to be the
case?  If so, what do you make of it, if anything?

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 17:25:56 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com
Subject: Feminism in SF

I'm kind of surprised no one has mentioned of the the first authors to
regularly write about strong female protagonists in science fiction.

James H. Schmitz did this as a matter of course long before it became
trendy or politically correct.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 19:23:31 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Feminism in SF

dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com () writes:
>I'm kind of surprised no one has mentioned of the the first authors to
>regularly write about strong female protagonists in science fiction.
>
>James H. Schmitz did this as a matter of course long before it became
>trendy or politically correct.

Yup.  Cool guy.  

For those of you who aren't familiar with him, his books include the very
funny _The Witches of Karres_.  (Despite its name it's not fantasy, but a
science fiction spoof.)

Also ahead of his time (not surprisingly): Samuel Delany.  A female Asian
protagonist in 1966?

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 19:56:56 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Feminism in SF

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes about James Schmitz:
>For those of you who aren't familiar with him, his books include the very
>funny _The Witches of Karres_.  (Despite its name it's not fantasy, but a
>science fiction spoof.)

Hmm, I don't know about "spoof", just a comedy. But this is not really a
good example of his "feminist" stuff; the female protagonists are strong in
many ways but traditional in others. Of course, the (rare) occasions of
their deference could be due to them being children rather than because of
being female, I suppose, depends on how you want to interpret it.

What I think is a much stronger example is Telzey (and her buddy Trigger,
of course).

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 03:05:17 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: de gustibus (was  good stories ... ; (was femininist sf))

amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik) writes:
>For other good stories with female protagonists, what about Aeron Aoibhell
>in Patricia Kennealy's Keltiad series?  ....

Well, isn't it interesting how tastes differ.  I picked up a copy of _The
Copper Crown_ the other day, because I thought it was high time I did, and
read through it till bedtime.  (I'd reached about to the place where
what's-her-name agrees to betray the Queen.)  I put it down and went to
sleep.  And when I woke up in the morning and picked it up again, I
thought, "I don't care what happens to these people," and put it down
again.  (It's the same kind of reaction I usually have to Charles de Lint,
only because his books are shorter I usually finished one before deciding I
didn't care what happened to these people.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 08:16:48 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Subject: Re: Feminism in SF


Doug Merritt says:
>What I think is a much stronger example [of strong female characters] is
>Telzey (and her buddy Trigger, of course).

Yes. I've been feeling rather down recently, and so have been re-reading
some old favourites rather than diving into my too-long `to be read'' list;
I've done all my Schmitz's bar TWOK.

Niles Etland (``The Demon Breed''; and I correct myself; a month or so I
said Pilch appeared at the end; she doesn't) is another stong female
character. But the question one has to ask is: are these women seen as
``strong'' because they behave like men, or because they are strong *as
women*?

This point really bugs me because, when I have my fiction-writing hat on
(at the moment I'm wearing my new-programming-language hat) I'd like to be
able to portray strong female characters but, I am definitely male. I'd
like to avoid the trap of writing about women as (as someone put it about
Heinlein) ``men with tits''.

When I was thinking about this the other night, I heard myself say ``but in
what *other* way *could* they be strong?''. Which shows that don't really
understand the issue (or, perhaps, that I have already incorporated
``female strengths'' into my ideas of ``the strong man'', but I doubt I've
managed that).

Is it too much to hope that we can discuss this without acid and vitriol?

Regards.

Chris Dollin

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 16:29:30 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Feminism in SF

kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin) writes:
>...the question one has to ask is: are these women seen as ``strong''
>because they behave like men, or because they are strong *as women*?

IMO this is a bogus issue. Sexism consists in large part in forcing members
of one sex to fit social roles that are not required by pure functionality.

Is it bad to have male characters who happen to be emotionally sensitive or
exhibit intuition because they're "behaving like women"? Is it bad to have
female characters who happen to exhibit leadership or social dominance or
physical aggression because they're "behaving like men"?

The flaw is in the assumption that such behavior is unique to either sex in
the first place. What you call "behaving like men" is better translated as
"exhibiting traits that we usually consider part of the sex role that only
men are supposed to play."

I happen to believe that there are certain biological differences between
the sexes beyond those directly associated with reproduction. But I also
believe that such differences cannot be objectively considered until we
first see that men and women are *mostly* the same, and throw out all of
the social stereotypes. Culturally, we have not reached that point yet.
Most people (of both sexes!) tend to believe in a mystique of psychological
differentiation of the sexes, at least subconsciously.

The touchstone for that, btw, is whether someone regards the behavior of
the opposite sex as mysterious. If so, then there isn't a complete
understanding of that opposite sex as acting under essentially the same
motivations but different circumstances.

>This point really bugs me because, when I have my fiction-writing hat on
>(at the moment I'm wearing my new-programming-language hat) I'd like to be
>able to portray strong female characters but, I am definitely male.

I know of no easy answers to that. Take some pop psych workshops on
awareness of sexual roles.

Some feminist writers would like to carve out a territory of character
strength unique to females, but I regard that as a simple philosophical
overreaction to male sexism.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 01:47:21 GMT
From: kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

   I'll second _Godstalk_ and _Dark of the Moon_ enthusiastically, but does
anyone know when (if) the third book is coming out?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 17:47:21 GMT
From: cradov@hardy.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky)
Subject: Re: Feminism in SF

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>Also ahead of his time (not surprisingly): Samuel Delany.  A female Asian
>protagonist in 1966?

One of Delany's favorite feminist SF writers is Joanna Russ, BTW.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 12:31:28 GMT
From: et891856@lux.sait.edu.au (et891856)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

How about "The Sky Lords" and "War of the Sky Lords" by John Brosnan. Nice
little adventure yarns with a heroine who doesn't scream... :-)

Anthony Nuttall
University of South Australia  
et891856@lux.sait.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 05:49:53 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran) writes:
>I'll second _Godstalk_ and _Dark of the Moon_ enthusiastically, but does
>anyone know when (if) the third book is coming out?

Last I heard, Hodgell had finished writing it, but was having a hard time
finding a publisher.

Sniff

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 12:21:36 GMT
From: mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup)
Subject: Re: Feminism in SF

kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin) writes:
>I've been feeling rather down recently, and so have been re-reading some
>old favourites rather than diving into my too-long `to be read'' list;
>I've done all my Schmitz's bar TWOK.

Has Schmitz written any other books than "The Witches of Karres"? (above
post certainly seems to imply that :-).

If that is the case, could somebody please post a list of his books?

Perhaps even better, if there is a lot, e-mail me the titles, and I'll sum
them up in a later post. (Reason: there always seems to be a lot follow-ups
on the line of "You forgot this and this book ... ", which also quite often
include the previous list(s). Just my contribution to reduction of
bandwith).

Mike

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Blish & Boulle (6 msgs) & Bujold & Cherryh &
                   Crowley (5 msgs) & Foster (2 msgs) & 
                   Recommendations (3 msgs) & Illuminatus (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:23:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Blish

   I'm looking for the collection(s) that the following Blish short stories
are in, and their original appearances:
      "No Jokes on Mars"
      "Common Time"
      "Nor Iron Bars"
      "This Earth of Hours"
      "Beep"
      "The Real Thrill"
      "A Style in Treason"
      "A Dusk of Idols"

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 14:27:33 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: Monkey Planet

   Can anyone give me an overview of Pierre Boulle, the author whose books
laid the groundwork for the tons of "Planet of the Apes" material? I have
never read his books, and was wondering if he's worth looking up. I know
that I've enjoyed the "apes" movies, and some of the pulp fiction that
accompanied the movie and tv series. I have a feeling that the original
ideas were changed considerably from Boulle's work. That could be good, or
bad, I'd like to know.

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 23:22:11 GMT
From: silber@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Ami A. Silberman)
Subject: Re: Monkey Planet

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>   Can anyone give me an overview of Pierre Boulle, the author whose books
>laid the groundwork for the tons of "Planet of the Apes" material? 

He wrote quite a few books.  The only other two that I remember are
"Marooned in Orbit", which was the book the film was based on (Martin
Caiden (I think) wrote a novelization of the film), and the one whose title
I never remember but that involves the Virgin Mary coming back to Earth and
becoming the President of France.

Ami Silberman
silber@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 16:27:13 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Monkey Planet

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>    Can anyone give me an overview of Pierre Boulle, the author whose
> books laid the groundwork for the tons of "Planet of the Apes" material?
> I have never read his books, and was wondering if he's worth looking up.
> I know that I've enjoyed the "apes" movies, and some of the pulp fiction
> that accompanied the movie and tv series. I have a feeling that the
> original ideas were changed considerably from Boulle's work. That could
> be good, or bad, I'd like to know.

The premise was the same, but the storyline was considerably different in
some very important ways.  This is how I remember it:

1.  The story is told entirely via a manuscript.  A couple traveling in
    space (apparently for recreation) find it in a canister cast adrift.

2.  The Earth astronauts actually reached another planet (orbiting
    Betelgeuse) where apes had ascended over people.  There was no
    war angle.  They had domesticated the apes and aided in their
    development.  After a while the humans became weak and found that
    they couldn't find the courage to control them.  They began to
    defer to the apes and the positions reversed.  The humans 
    degenerated to animals while the apes became more civilized.

3.  The surviving humans escaped and returned to Earth.  Eons had
    passed on both trips although they remained young (time dilation).
    When they landed they were met by a truck - driven by an gorilla.  They
    fled the planet and escaped into space, hoping to find a planet where
    humans were still in charge.

4.  Cut back to the original couple - they were chimpanzees.

I found it worth the read.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 17:04:34 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re:  Monkey Planet

 You folks might like to look up a copy of "GENUS HOMO" by L. Sprague
DeCamp and P. Schuyler Miller, a much earlier book concerning evolved apes
running the planet after the human civilization degenerates.  I believe it
was published around 1950, and I'm sure it's where Boulle got the idea.

 Me, I like L. Neil Smith's "THE PROBABILITY BROACH" and "THE NAGASAKI
VECTOR" as the best "apes in charge" books.  *grin*

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 13:22:39 GMT
From: abw@bu-geo.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: Monkey Planet

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>   Can anyone give me an overview of Pierre Boulle, the author whose books
>laid the groundwork for the tons of "Planet of the Apes" material? I have
>never read his books, and was wondering if he's worth looking up. I know
>that I've enjoyed the "apes" movies, and some of the pulp fiction that
>accompanied the movie and tv series. I have a feeling that the original
>ideas were changed considerably from Boulle's work. That could be good, or
>bad, I'd like to know.

Rusty gearwheels engage...creak...  I read his book that served as the
concept for PotA at the time the film came out ('68, '69?) and found it a
worthwhile read. More philosophical than the film, slower-paced, quite a
different work altogether. Reminded me of Vercours' _You Shall Know Them_
(quite good, and also made into a film [not so good] with Burt Reynolds
called "Skullduggery"). For Boulle, imagine seeing James Whale's
_Frankenstein_ and then reading Shelly's book of the same title.  Well, not
*quite* that big a jump, but you get the idea.

Al B. Wesolowsky  
Managing Editor
Journal of Field Archaeology
Boston University  
675 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston MA 02215 
(617) 353-2357       
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu 
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet    

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 19:40:05 GMT
From: silber@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Ami A. Silberman)
Subject: Pierre Boulle Title List

I did me some browsing in the on-line catalog here at the U of I, here is
what I found by Boulle.  (Not including untranslated books, nor his
translations of works of others.)

Face of a Hero
Desperate Games
The Test
S.O.P.H.I.A.
Planet of the Apes
The Other Side of the Coin
The Virtues of Hell
The Whale of the Victoria Cross
The Good Leviathan
E=MC2
The Photographer
Garden on the Moon
Ears of the Jungle
Trouble in Paradise (this is the one with the Virgin Mary in it)
The Marvelous Palace and Other Stories
A Noble Profession
Bridge Over the River Kwai
Time Out of Mind and Other Stories
Not the Glory
My Own River Kwai

By the way, "Marooned in Orbit" was written by Arthur Ballou, I couldn't
find anything else by him.  The first US edition is copyright 1968.

Ami Silberman
silber@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:23:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Bujold

   Does anyone know when the short stories in _Borders of Infinity_ first
appeared, where, and what order they take place within the Milos Vorkosigan
series?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:50:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Endeavor Station

   I heard about a C.J. Cherryh novel, _Endeavor Station_, but cannot find
it in John Wenn's authorlist.  Does it exist, or did I misread something
else?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 02:21:10 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Little, Big

I am now reading _Little Big_ by John Crowley and it's quite good.  It's a
book I probably would not have bought except that a number of people on
this net whose opinions I respect recommended it.

I do have one little problem with it, though.  Crowley doesn't seem to know
the difference between "access" and "excess".  Twice in the first three
chapters he used the former when the latter would have been appropriate.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 03:42:12 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Little, Big

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>I am now reading _Little Big_ by John Crowley and it's quite good.  It's a
>book I probably would not have bought except that a number of people on
>this net whose opinions I respect recommended it.

Glad to hear it.  Great book.

>I do have one little problem with it, though.  Crowley doesn't seem to
>know the difference between "access" and "excess".  Twice in the first
>three chapters he used the former when the latter would have been
>appropriate.

Hmm.  I don't remember noticing this.  Can you give pointers?  (quotes,
page cites)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 16:57:08 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Little, Big

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>I am now reading _Little Big_ by John Crowley and it's quite good.  It's a
>book I probably would not have bought except that a number of people on
>this net whose opinions I respect recommended it.
>
>I do have one little problem with it, though.  Crowley doesn't seem to
>know the difference between "access" and "excess".  Twice in the first
>three chapters he used the former when the latter would have been
>appropriate.

Don't be too sure that those little 'oddities' won't come back to haunt you
later in the book.  Crowley is the master at "odd events that seem out of
place, but become significant, or at least coherent, later on" - damn, we
need a word for that.

As an example, which you may or may not have run across yet, pay particular
attention to the names of the places which are "mistakes", which Smokey
runs across in his boring job, before he runs off to Edgewood.

It may be that Crowley is deliberately smudging the two words - he has been
known to pull such capers before.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 17:59:50 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Little, Big

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>>I do have one little problem with it, though.  Crowley doesn't seem to
>>know the difference between "access" and "excess".  Twice in the first
>>three chapters he used the former when the latter would have been
>>appropriate.
>
>Hmm.  I don't remember noticing this.  Can you give pointers?
>(quotes, page cites)

In Book One, chapter 1, section named Anonimity (page 6)

  "When his mother realized that the solid Barnable fortune had largely
  evanesced under his father's management, [...] she left his in an
  access of bitterness."

In Book One, Chapter 3, section named A Turn Around the House (page 58)

  "In the sudden darkness of the brief, painted vestibule within, she
  lifted his big hand to her lips in an access of gratitude."

Page numbers are from the Signature Special Edition published by Bantam.

Someone else suggested that this might be deliberate word play, and I
thought of that too.  It could be, but if so, I Somehow didn't get the
joke.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 20:23:10 GMT
From: edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu (Zed)
Subject: Re: Little, Big

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
>I do have one little problem with it, though.  Crowley doesn't seem to
>know the difference between "access" and "excess".  Twice in the first
>three chapters he used the former when the latter would have been
>appropriate.

>In Book One, chapter 1, section named Anonimity (page 6)
>
>  "When his mother realized that the solid Barnable fortune had largely
>  evanesced under his father's management, [...] she left his in an
>  access of bitterness."
>
>In Book One, Chapter 3, section named A Turn Around the House (page 58)
>
>  "In the sudden darkness of the brief, painted vestibule within, she
>  lifted his big hand to her lips in an access of gratitude."

My Webster's New Collegiate says:

access, n. 1 a: onset b: a fit of intense feeling: outburst [...]

In Crowley I trust. He _did_, however, screw up on the last page of
_Aegypt_ with "from whence", which made me feel a lot better, because he
(especially in _Aegypt_ but _Little, Big_ was a strong contender) is the
single largest contributor to the decline of my dictionary's binding. :-)

edwardlo@aludra.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:24:13 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Is _Bloodhype_ a Flinx book?

Does Foster's Bloodhype have Flinx as a character?  Or is it just set in
the Humanx universe?  It claims to have Flinx in it, on the cover, but I'm
1/3 of the way through and a quick scan showed no sign of him through the
rest of the book.

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 22:09:36 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Is _Bloodhype_ a Flinx book?

jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang) writes:
>Does Foster's Bloodhype have Flinx as a character?  Or is it just set in

   Alan Dean Foster's _Bloodhype_ does indeed have Flinx and Pip in it, and
despite Flinx's late entry (I think halfway through or maybe more) he is
absolutely critical to the resolution of the story. In fact, this is the
third of the four major changes that makes Flinx what he is (the first
being his interaction with the Tar-Aiym Krang, the second his encounter
with the Ujurrians, the third his encounter with the Vom and Peot, and the
last his encounter with the Sumacrea).
   These books are some of my favorites and I hope that he will continue
the series.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 23:04:13 GMT
From: rlewis@beach.csulb.edu (Ralph Lewis)
Subject: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

I have just finished William Gibson's Mona LiasOverdrive and guess that is
the last of the series.

Anyone recommend any other authors like Gibson?

Thanks.

Ralph Lewis

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 04:08:35 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

> Anyone recommend any other authors like Gibson?

Sorry Ralph, but there are no other authors like Gibson.  IMNSHO

You might, however try reading Jack Womack.  His work has much the same
feel as Gibson's.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 10:37:32 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Womack (was Gibson or other cyberpunk authors)

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) said:
> Sorry Ralph, but there are no other authors like Gibson.  IMNSHO
>
> You might, however try reading Jack Womack.  His work has much the
> same feel as Gibson's.

Somewhat the same feel... I've read Womack's "Ambient" and "Terraplane,"
and I'll get around to his just-published third novel (the name of which
escapes me at the moment) Real Soon Now.

Reading Womack is a weird experience.  Sometimes it's frustrating as hell
and sometimes it's like watching the ending of "2001" again - even if you
aren't sure exactly what's going on or why, you can still tell that you're
in the presence of a brilliant talent.  Be warned, though: when Womack
writes, he tends to turn the knob labelled "satire" _way_ up at times,
which, in my opinion, often gets in the way of the story.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 91 18:48:02 GMT
From: lev0@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy (Armchair))
Subject: Re: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

>About 1-2 years ago, I read the first 2 books of the second Illuminatus
>Trilogy and enjoyed it greatly.  I am trying to find the third book.  The
>trilogy is a 'prequel' to the original Illuminatus trilogy set in>
>17th/18th century Europe I think.

     It's called The Historical Illuminatus Trilogy.  The first book is The
Earth Will Shake, and the second book is The Widow's Son.  The third book's
title is supposed to be Nature and Nature's God, and from the flashes of it
that we've seen, Sigismundo Celine looks to be crossing the ocean to the
New World.  It's not out yet, and may never be.  The first two books have
been through two to four publishers collapsing under them, though they LOOK
to have a stable one right now, and are currently in print.

  Foucault's Pendulum is so cool I can't hardly talk about it.  Why can't I
talk about it?  Because I wasn't a history major, so I only understood
about 1/3 of the plot and occultism, as opposed to all my friends who ARE
history majors, who got around 1/2 the plot, 1/2 the history, and 2/3 of
the occultism.  I'm going to have buy, steal, beg, or borrow Umberto Eco's
new book in which he explains all the clever things he put in that went
totally over my head because of my deficient education.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 04:08:59 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

lev0@ellis.uchicago.edu (Ron Levy (Armchair)) writes:
>>About 1-2 years ago, I read the first 2 books of the second Illuminatus
>>Trilogy and enjoyed it greatly.  I am trying to find the third book.  The
>>trilogy is a 'prequel' to the original Illuminatus trilogy set in
>>17th/18th century Europe I think.
>
>...The third book's title is supposed to be Nature and Nature's God.
>...  It's not out yet, and may never be.
>The first two books have been through two to four publishers collapsing
>under them, though they LOOK to have a stable one right now, and are
>currently in print.

   Actually, it just came out one or two weeks ago. And as it turns out,
"Second Illuminatus Trilogy" is a misnomer - the third book is *not* the
last one.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 14 Jun 91 17:08:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Necromancer

   _Necromancer_ was published before any of the other Dorsai books, so a
reader has to be able to understand what is going on in it without reading
Dorsai! or Soldier Ask Not first.  At least, that's the way it seems to me.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 08:18:48 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

Doug Merritt says:

   Yes. But note that mysticism played a part in a number of the
   earlier Dorsai books, although it was fairly understated.

I didn't think it was *that* understated, and it's one thing that's always
made me uncomfortable about the series (which, I hasten to add, I enjoy - I
thought ``Tactics'' was great).

Quite why a mystical element in my SF should discomfort me I don't know,
given that fantasy with same causes me no problems. Somehow I feel that
Dickson is addressing the ``real world'', and the kind of mysticism he is
introducing hits my ``not in the real world, chum!'' button too hard.

Confused as ever...

Regards.

Chris Dollin

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 03:33:02 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin) writes:
>Quite why a mystical element in my SF should discomfort me I don't know,
>given that fantasy with same causes me no problems. Somehow I feel that
>Dickson is addressing the ``real world'', and the kind of mysticism he is
>introducing hits my ``not in the real world, chum!'' button too hard.

Understandable, if you don't believe in mysticism. I don't, and have
similar reactions. Fantasy is great, but the author isn't expecting me to
believe that the magic therein is real. When mysticism shows up in
something with the feel of hard SF, it causes a double take (unless you
happen to believe in the brand of mysticism displayed, of course).

I don't mind it in Dickson's earlier stuff all that much, because it's not
too much of a stretch. Same with Frank Herbert. Clarke's Law, possible
undiscovered phenomena... all that. But it *does* tend to pop me out of the
story temporarily until I decide to go back suspending disbelief.  With
good writers, that's usually just a fraction of a second.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 03:13:02 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers) writes:
[quoting various uncreditied folks]
>>[Dickson]'s never managed to write the historicals or the contemporaries,
>>and the sf triad has expanded far beyond the original three.
>
>Also not true as Necromancer is one of the contemporary novels.  The
>future novels have expanded by 1 (Young Bleys).  However, a few
>collections of short stories, novellas, etc. have come out e.g. Lost
>Dorsai, Spirit of Dorsi.  These are similar to Tolkien's Unfinished Tales
>in that they're works needed by the author to write the main works but
>aren't really needed by the reader.

[Disclaimer: all of this is from a lot of talk mixed with a lot of
alcohol over the course of fifteen years.  Plans, memory, and facts tend to
get blurred.]

Both statements are wrong, according to Dickson.  There were originally to
be 18 novels.  Six SF, six contemporary, six historical.  Each novel was to
be huge.  Dickson says he already had a reputation as an SF writer but not
enough to sell books of the size he wanted and not to sell historicals or
contemporaries at all (remember how ghettoized sf was in the 50s/60s?  A
big reputation in SF was worth squat outside the field).  So the books had
to be scaled down.  One was effectively broken into two pieces, which
became "Dorsai" and "Necromancer", in that order.  Linear from Donals point
of view, not the time line.  Others were cannibalized into shorts, other
novels and novellas, etc.  These caused a lot of "illuminations" to be
written, i.e., stories that suggested themselves but aren't central to the
theme.  In my own opinion, "Final Encyclopaedia" is the closest to the
original planned six SF.

In addition to the central stories and the illuminations, as it's now clear
to Gordy that he'll never live to write the historicals or contemporaries,
he's found it necessary to supplement the SF stories in order to fully
bring the theme foreward.  Thus we have "Chantry Guild", "Young Bleys" and
(tentatively) "Bleys the Man".  Gordy claims "Tactics of Mistake" and
"Soldier Ask Not" are central, not illuminations or supplementaries.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 03:15:58 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

bs@faron.mitre.org (Robert D. Silverman) writes:
>One reason I didn't like Chantry Guild was the introduction of mysticism
>and this so called 'creative universe'. Dickson took some very interesting
>sociological ideas and added voodoo to it. Yeck.

Meaning no insult, you haven't been paying attention.  The creative
universe is central to "Necromancer", one of the earliest books written in
the series.  It's also danced around in interesting fashion in "Tactics of
Mistake."  Pay close attention to the conversations with the exotics.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 03:37:13 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (Cisco's Buddy)
Subject: Re: Necromancer

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:

> _Necromancer_ was published before any of the other Dorsai books,

Not so. DORSAI was serialized in ASTOUNDING in 1959, and published in an
abridged book form in 1960 as half of an Ace Double under the title THE
GENETIC GENERAL.

NECROMANCER was first published in 1962

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 14:05:41 GMT
From: melman@osf.org (Howard Melman)
Subject: Heinlein - Order to Read?

I'm new to Heinlein and I seem to remember someone posting a while back, an
order to read his books in as some are connected.  Is this true and if so
could someone mail me a suggested order?

Thanks.

Howard R. Melman
Open Software Foundation
11 Cambridge Center     
Cambridge, MA  02142                                
Internet: melman@osf.org
UUCP: uunet!osf!melman

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 15:53:31 GMT
From: MXL4@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein - Order to Read?

There will be many opinions, so just consider mine the first of many and
not necessarily any better.

Read them in any order.  True, some show some progression around a
continuing character; but all his novels, etc., can stand alone.  I read
them mostly by publication date. But that was because I had no choice for
anything he wrote after about 1953: you can't read what hasn't been
published yet.  8-) 8-).  Actually I would suggest, if pushed, picking one
at random.  Then if it particularly appealed to you post to this group for
a list of related/similar ones.  Then on to another random choice, etc.

Mark Lafer
MXL4@PSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 17:15:27 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Heinlein - Order to Read?

melman@osf.org (Howard Melman):
>I'm new to Heinlein and I seem to remember someone posting a while back,
>an order to read his books in as some are connected.  Is this true and if
>so could someone mail me a suggested order?

One sequence of books - "Methuselah's Children", "Time Enough for Love",
"The Number of the Beast", "The Cat Who Walks Through Wall", "To Sail the
Sunless Sea" has moderately strong dependencies.  Aside from that, I
wouldn't worry about the order in which you read Heinlein's books.

What you might do, though, is read a number of his earlier books (say
pre-1970) such as "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress", "Glory Road", "Citizen of
the Galaxy", "Have Spacesuit, Will Travel" before reading his later books.
They aren't quite by different authors, but they are very dissimilar.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:57:37 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Heinlein - Order to Read?

The books past Time Enough for Love are connected (and TEfL) is connected
to Methuselah's Children), though the order is somewhat tenuous for some.
If you've read moderately early Heinlein, say the '50's short stories and
some of the '60s novels and still like the stuff, you wouldn't do too bad
reading in order of publication from TEfL onward.  From my somewhat fuzzy
memory, it would be:

Time Enough for Love (ca 1973)
The Number of the Beast (ca 1980)
Expanded Universe - The Worlds of RAH (expanded version from 1955)
Friday
Job, a comedy of justice 
The Cat Who Walks Through Walls *
To Sail Beyond the Sunset *

* These are in the same universe as TEfL and the number of the beast.
"Sail" is somewhat of a sequel to "Cat".  Friday has a confusing allusion
to a novella "Gulf", but it is OK to read it without having read Gulf.
(You may be ahead of the game, the common character is quite contradictory
between the two stories.)

My introduction to RAH was via the juveniles (hell, I was 10 or so), then I
got tuned into the short stories.  His '60s novels, particularly after
Stranger are somewhat different.  (He lets his politics show more in them,
which may or may not offend you.)  I have a mild dislike for "I Will Fear
No Evil", and some others on the net have a dislike for 'number'.

Enjoy!

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 17:52:06 GMT
From: uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu (Void where prohibited by law.)
Subject: RE:  Hogan

> What ever happened to [James P. Hogan]?  Is he still writing?  I haven't
> seen a trace of him in at least a year.  Sure miss his work!

He just had a book published within the last month or two.  The title is,
um, The Infinity Gambit, I think.  It's an espionage novel, which should
come as no surprise to anyone who's been following his work.  His last two
or three books were basically espionage novels; it was only a matter of
time before the publishers caught on.  The last book I read from him that I
really liked was Minds, Machines, And Evolution.  His work's always been
readable though.  If you like Hogan, check out this new one.  If you've
never read him before, go find a copy of Thrice Upon A Time or Code Of The
Lifemaker first.

Stewart Tame
3123 Scenic Lake Dr. Bldg.11 Apt.7
Ann Arbor, MI    48108
uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 22:36:23 GMT
From: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com (System Smof)
Subject: Re: Robert R. McCammon's _Boy's Life_

My first experience with McCammon's work was with his vivid story "Black
Boots" from the RAZORED SADDLES "cowpunk" anthology. It made me want to
root around until I'd found everything he'd ever written. Does anyone out
there have a bibliography of his works?

UUCP: crash!pro-smof!shiva
Internet: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 05:24:54 GMT
From: 6600kah@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Kristin Harvey)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn's series

DAB@MATH.AMS.COM (Alison Buckser) writes:
>I read Melanie Rawn's first Dragon prince trilogy and did enjoy them. But
>something kept nagging at me throughout. Her 'good guys' were all so good
>and her 'bad guys' were all so bad. Rohan was an immensely likeable
>person, but he was always right.

Well, it was several months ago, and I have only read the first book, but I
don't remember this.  One specific example I can come up with is when
Sioned uses her Sunrunner's fire to get Rohan's son from Roelestra's
daughter.  She is way out of control here.  If I remember correctly, she is
breaking vows she had to take to become a Sunrunner.

And what about Rohans's aunt?  (I am really trying my memory here, I think
it was his aunt, whoever it was that set him and Sioned up.)  I could never
decide if she could be trusted or not.

Kristin Harvey
6600kah@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 15:51:58 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Mark Dickson)
Subject: re: Simmons/Hyperion

I'll try to keep this short and sweet. (Yeah, sure.) Simmons seemed to have
succeeded too well in associating his Hyperion Cantos (the combined
bookclub edition, for those of you who may have wondered) with a world
literature tradition. It was an obvious offspring of Chaucer's Cantebury
Tales device where individuals are chosen to represent an entire
civilization. It was also an obvious affectionate nod to the epic poetry of
Keats when he attempted to battle with his own self-confidence as a poet
and the epic image of Greek mythology focused on the decline of the British
Empire.  I think it is a curious and humorous note that Keats frequently
wondered if his attempts to do justice to the glorious history of Greek
mythology was warranted or if he would humiliate himself and botch the job.
Many critics of the time believed he did just that.  I believe that may
have been on Simmons' mind when he undertook this subject too.

However, I'm sure SF historians could probably find all types of literary
allusions to plenty of other writers, Heinlein, etc., just in the SF field.

The point. Hyperion is very good. It succeeds in rising above simply being
"genre" fiction by aligning itself (successfully, in my opinion) with
centuries-old writing tradions. I'm sure there were contemporary critics
that lambasted Chaucer for his device in Cantebury Tales. I know there were
contemporary critics that lambasted Tolstoi for the length and complexity
of War and Peace (40+ characters gallop over several decades). Any time a
writer takes a chance and attempts to "play God" by conceiving and managing
an entire reality in grandiose fashion they are stepping into "heroic"
wings. Whether they can remain in these wings or fall, as Icarus did, is
ALWAYS the gamble. Ask anyone who has ever written an epic novel, an epic
poem, a full symphony, or fashioned a portrait or sculpture.

I am very interested in the fact that Simmons is fashioning a new novel in
this same world influenced by the Endymion poem of Keats (the other Greek
mythology theme he attempted in his short life.)

I recommend Hyperion to anyone with patience. Fall of Hyperion I recommend
to anyone who needs completion for anything they start.  I did not. For me
Hyperion stands alone quite well. For others, it would be worthwhile to
consider the two books as one novel and read them that way.

I applaud Simmons' attempt to soar with eagles and believe he succeeded.
There. Done. Was that too long?

Mark Dickson
Universiy of Louisville
mfdick01@ulkyvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 15:50:05 GMT
From: leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Sturgeon's "Some Of Your Blood"

Sparked by a recent discussion on the net (which was really about
publishing, and not about this book at all) I went and re-read my time-worn
copy of Theodore Sturgeon's "Some Of Your Blood".  (And no, it's not for
sale :-)

Now I like the book a lot, but there are a few things I am simply curious
about. You see, this book kind of exists in a vacuum for me.  I know
nothing of its context and backgrounds, and I was wondering if perhaps some
of the more knowledgeable sf-lovers could help me out.

For instance: 
How exactly was this book received when it was first published? 
Was it released as a mainstream novel or as science-fiction? 
(This because I don't think the book would be considered
SF, or Fantasy, by *anyone's* definition of those genres.)
Did the violence offend people? 
Did the sexual matters offend people?
Or were they, by that time, already used to such things?

Other questions relate more to the book itself:
What, if anything, was Sturgeon trying to tell us with this novel?
Why the strange narrative device of 'talking to the Reader'?
Was he simply trying to write a horror-novel (I don't think so,
though it all does get quite disturbing at times)?
Exactly how 'correct' are the psychiatrical aspects of the novel?
(It seems all very likely and reasonable to me, but I am an
utter layman.)

Since I know nothing about the book but the text itself, I have no way of
answering these questions.

Don't misunderstand me, I am perfectly happy with "Some Of Your Blood" as
it is - it is a well-written, disturbing, and very imaginative little tale
that I will always enjoy, no matter what. But if for instance Sturgeon
himself has, perhaps in interviews, commented on it, or if there is a more
or less accepted 'interpretation' of the book that might be illuminating,
or if we just *know* that he wrote it with a special purpose in mind, then
I would like to hear about it, to further my own understanding of the
story.

Just plain opinions would be welcome, too.

Any takers?

Leo Breebaart
leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Verne (3 msgs) & Wingrove (3 msgs) &
                       Zahn (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 12:41:56 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Jules Verne

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>lebeau@ALEXIA.LIS.UIUC.EDU (Zelia Lebeau) writes:
>>I have just become hooked on Jules Verne.  Are there any other Jules
>>Verne fans out there?  Does anyone have a list of his works?
>
>    Good lord YES. I have loved Verne since I was a kid. In a way, that's
> been a problem. Verne influenced my style of writing as did Doc Smith
> and neither one of them is what is accepted as "proper" writing style
> these days. 

I think it unfair and misleading to lump Verne with Smith. Verne was a good
writer. His style was simple but effective, his characters good, and his
themes more meaningful than sometimes noticed in first reading.  Pick up
The Annotated 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.  It isn't only an annotated
version. It is a new translation, featuring the complete text of the novel.
Previous English versions had been edited to take out things the translator
thought didn't belong in a children's book, including Nemo's musings on
God.  These cuts are why there is such a difference in the way Verne is
viewed on the continent vs. in the English speaking world. Verne was always
more respected in France than in the UK/US. That's because they were
reading deeper books with more developed characters.

Also, I disagree with your comments on Moby Dick.  Your line on Moby Dick
is true only if what Moby Dick was supposed to be was a simple whaling
adventure story.  It wasn't.  It is a great adventure story, but it is much
more than that.  (Many people consider it the best novel ever written by an
American.  I'd certainly include it in the top half dozen.)

My favorite Verne, by the way, was always Journey to the Center of the
Earth, though I also like 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, The Mysterious
Island (despite the inconsistency in dates between it and 20,000 Leagues),
and From the Earth to the Moon.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 17:29:09 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Jules Verne

jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann) writes:
> I think it unfair and misleading to lump Verne with Smith. Verne was a
> good writer. His style was simple but effective, his characters good,

IMPLYING THAT SMITH WAS *NOT*?  Hah?  As for your comments on Verne's
style, do you really read 1850's French at the style evaluation level, or
are you discussing the style of the translator who happened to work on the
edition you read?  *grin*

> and his themes more meaningful than sometimes noticed in first reading.
> Pick up The Annotated 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.  It isn't only an
> annotated version. It is a new translation, featuring the complete text
> of the novel.  Previous English versions had been edited to take out

This, I'm delighted to hear about, since I do *not* read French.  Had no
idea it existed.  Thanks!

> My favorite Verne, by the way, was always Journey to the Center of the
>Earth, though I also like 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, The Mysterious
>Island (despite the inconsistency in dates between it and 20,000 Leagues),
>and From the Earth to the Moon.

My favorite Verne was a shorter piece called "THE MARVELOUS TIME CAR,"
which I've only seen in a Russian translation; never found a copy in
English or French.  Concerns yet another mad scientist who builds a tower
in a cavern inside a mountain.  The mountain is made of a powerful
lodestone ore, and he uses electromagnets in the tower to make a hole in
time; the top of the tower is 70-80 years in the future, and you can ride
up and down in an elevator, and get off at the year you want.  Obviously,
you can't travel to a time before the tower was built, or after the tower
is destroyed by the hero.  The story concerns the mad scientist's
psychological disintegration as he seeks to prevent the destruction of his
invention; he knows only that it is blown up with dynamite, collapsing the
mountain into the cavern, and his paranoiac behavior, attempting to stave
off the destruction, is what motivates the hero to destroy it.

I've often wondered if Wells read that one before he began writing the
first version of "THE TIME MACHINE."  As far as I know, it's the first
experiment with looped causality in SF; just another achievement for Verne.
(remember, this is only about 50 years after Mary Godwin wrote
"FRANKENSTEIN;" Verne was creating major concepts in the field right and
left, with no previous work to mine for contributing ideas!)

(Dr. Will Stewart/"Jack Williamson" did a very thorough scholarly work on
the subject of Wells and "THE TIME MACHINE," by the way; if you're lucky,
your library has a copy.)

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 16:20:13 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Jules Verne

lebeau@ALEXIA.LIS.UIUC.EDU (Zelia Lebeau) writes:
>I have just become hooked on Jules Verne.  Are there any other Jules Verne
>fans out there?  Does anyone have a list of his works?
>
>Does anyone have an opinion on the book "Michael Strogoff?"
>
>How about "Journey to the Center of the Earth?"
 
 What struck me most about _Journey To The Center Of The Earth_ was Verne's
political commentary in the Iceland scenes. I'd never thought of Verne as
being a particularly socially conscious writer until I read that book. He
takes a few well-deserved digs at the Danish colonial authorities for their
treatment of the Icelanders.
 
 Of course, as I read more of his works I found still more political
commentary - one that struck me as particularly biting was a story whose
title escapes me, with a plot concerning two rival industrialists setting
up model cities in remote areas of North America. One was called
"Stahlstadt" and was solely concerned with the production of machinery and
weapons. The other had some French name and was an environmentally
friendly, socially enlightened environment where people lived in peace and
harmony. The evil German city's leader came up with a fiendish master plan
to wipe out the nice French city, but his own evil designs backfired on him
somehow and Stahlstadt got a lethal dose of its own poison gas.
 
 Anyone remember the name of that one? 

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 14:20:28 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: CHUNG KUO - the Middle Kingdom

   There is this book that I've been noticeing every time I bass it by, it
has the most attractive cover :-) Anyway, it looks very oriental in content
and lingeringly interesting. The title is _Chung Kuo - the Middle Kingdom_
(doesn't that sound a little like Middle Earth? ) by author David Wingrove.
I have no idea if this is a science fiction book (sometimes I see in the sf
section, sometimes in the general fiction), so I may be posting to the
wrong newsgroup, but has anyone read it? I would really appreciate a brief
review/recommendation.
   I also noticed that the sequel is also out, but since I haven't read the
first, I won't ask about it.

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 02:09:45 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: CHUNG KUO - the Middle Kingdom

Yes, Chung Kuo is SF, evidently the first of a seven-volume series. I've
glanced at it and read some reviews, but can't get interested, partly for
the title, which ought to be Zhongguo in modern Pinyin transliteration, and
partly because its premise (a China-dominated world) seems absurd. The
Chinese are not notably imperialistic, outside their historical boundaries,
and it's hard to imagine what could change them into planetary conquerors.
(Among other factors in their culture, they wouldn't see the point of
conquest; they already live in the center of the world, as their country's
name indicates, and foreign barbarians really aren't of much interest.)
But if you do read the book, let us know your reaction.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 91 15:46:09 GMT
From: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie (Science Fiction Society)
Subject: Re: CHUNG KUO - the Middle Kingdom

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca wrote:
>I have no idea if this is a science fiction book (sometimes I see in the
>sf section, sometimes in the general fiction), so I may be posting to the
>wrong newsgroup, but has anyone read it? I would really appreciate a brief

   According to the author, the publishers are *really* trying to market it
as 'future-historical' and not SF. I don't think they're succeeding.

   It's very good, but be warned that there are eight planned books in the
series, although 1-3 form a cycle by themselves. It can best be described
as yet another British submerged nations parable, but with an awful lot of
Chinese moral imperatives from a Western viewpoint grafted onto the story.
Sometimes this works well, other times it seems overly contrived.

   I found the author, Dave Wingrove, to be one of the nicest authors I've
met, but some of the characters in the book have amazingly horrific
desires. I blame it all on the German Industrial music that he's really
into. Faust and Neubaten are enough to warp anyone.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 15:46:30 GMT
From: gt1926b@prism.gatech.edu (NIX,MORRIS LAMAR)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir to the Empire

IMHO, the ysalamiri are Zahn's escape hatch.  In other words, he couldn't
handle the job of writing for heroes as powerful as the Jedi, so he removed
that factor.  I'll lay money down right now that those weird tubes or
whatever that came from the Emperor's stronghold are anti-Force generators
powered by ysalamiri.  Another thing that I want to take issue with: what
in the world is an etheric rudder?  As far as I know, Lucas's spacecraft
have always worked on good old action/reaction thrust in space and
anti-gravity in a gravity well.  Is this an invention of Zahn's?  I kind of
hope so, because the thought that Lucas came up with something that absurd
is too depressing.

Later.

Morris Lamar Nix
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt1926b
Internet: gt1926b@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 08:34:50 GMT
From: dmillar@monsoon.berkeley.edu (Derek Millar)
Subject: Re: Star Wars VII  Lucas envolved??????

00bjhoyt@bsu-ucs.uucp writes:
>On Heir to the Empire:
>Did Lucas actually grant Zahn to have total say over what is to happen in
>the last 3 Star Wars epics?????
>OR did Lucas give Zahn guidelines to follow like "Luke can't die, etc.?"
>Does anybody know what Lucas's contribution was to Heir to the Empire?????

Not exactly, but I can make an educated guess.

If you are familiar with the books by various authors that came out between
Star Wars and The Empire Strikes Back, you've probably noticed they took
some liberties.  The most egregious I've come across (not counting the
comic book series) was Splinter of the Mind's Eye by Alan Dean Foster.  In
this book (I'll try to avoid spoiling it), among other things, Darth Vader
is wounded by a blaster bolt and has a lightsaber duel with Luke.  Clearly,
in view of the later movies, these events were not possible.  I suspect
Zahn has a similarly defined contract (he probably just has permission to
use the assorted tms and copyrights and not screw anything up irreparably).

To recap: this sort of thing happened after the original Star Wars and
later vanished.  My guess is that this is what is happening this time.

Has anyone else heard rumors of a fourth movie?  Any substance to them?

Derek Millar

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 07:42:16 GMT
From: mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir to the Empire

gt1926b@prism.gatech.EDU (Morris Lamar Nix) writes: 
> IMHO, the ysalamiri are Zahn's escape hatch.  In other words, he couldn't
> handle the job of writing for heroes as powerful as the Jedi, so he
> removed that factor.

Maybe. maybe he just felt that the Empire couldn't handle rebel Jedi
without a little help.

> I'll lay money down right now that those weird tubes or whatever that
> came from the Emperor's stronghold are anti-Force generators powered by
> ysalamiri.

The only description I can find at the moment referring to the other item
taken from the Emperor's storehouse says only that it was a "small, almost
trivial bit of technology." (p. 48) I can't find any physical description
of the devices at the moment although I too somehow remember them as being
small cylinders.  I don't think they are anti-Force generators (that's
hardly "trivial" is it?)  I strongly believe that they are the same things
as the homing device/remote-ship-summoner thingamajig that Luke found on
Dagobah.  (These were also described as small, flat- tenned cylinders.)
Have no idea on exactly how they will be used though.

> Another thing that I want to take issue with: what in the world is an
> etheric rudder?  As far as I know, Lucas's spacecraft have always worked
> on good old action/reaction thrust in space and anti-gravity in a gravity
> well.  Is this an invention of Zahn's?  I kind of hope so, because the
> thought that Lucas came up with something that absurd is too depressing.

Lucas's spacecraft do work on action/reaction in space and repulsor-lift
(anti-gravity) when maneuvering near a planet.  According to The Star Wars
SourceBook X-Wings use "Fusial Thrust" engines which is some sort of
fission-drive apparently.  I interpreted Zahn's reference to the etheric
rudder as a sort of metaphorical reference to the entire control/thrust
system which allows the X-Wing to navigate in space ("the ether") the same
way a ship uses its rudder to navigate in water.

Christopher A. Wolf
mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 14:50:02 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir to the Empire

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>The only description I can find at the moment referring to the other item
>taken from the Emperor's storehouse says only that it was a "small, almost
>trivial bit of technology." (p. 48) I can't find any physical description
>of the devices at the moment although I too somehow remember them as being
>small cylinders.  I don't think they are anti-Force generators (that's
>hardly "trivial" is it?)

I believe that in the above referenced statement, the chief Imperial dude
(name?) was speaking to C'Baoth, and I got the impression at the time that
he was *lying*.  If not about the size of the objects, then at least about
their significance.

Scott D. Coulter	
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 14:59:09 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Star Wars VII  Lucas envolved??????

mlgy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>I believe that Zahn probably based the books on Lucas's notes about his
>ideas for the final trilogy.

I, on the other hand, expect that Zahn's books take place between the end
of Return of the Jedi and the beginning of what would be Lucas's Chapter
Seven.  I would expect Lucas's third trilogy to happen a full generation
after RotJ; Zahn's books happen too soon...  This would lead me to assume
that Zahn's storylines are his own (supposedly approved by someone at
Lucasfilm, but not necessarily Lucas himself, according to one earlier
post).

>Also, just had an odd thought concerning the post about Lucasfilm's plans.
>In that post it says that the first trilogy will be based around Luke's
>early life.  I find this difficult to believe since a) Luke's early life
>apparently wasn't very interesting and b) if this was true and assuming
>that Heir to the Empire etc. are really episodes 7-9, then Luke would be
>in all 9 movies!  I though Lucas had stated that the only characters that
>will apear in all 9 movies are the droids?  Any comments?

I'll bet that Luke appears briefly, if at all, in the first trilogy.
Certainly his young life ought to have been boring, unless we're going to
see him learning to shoot sand-rats in his sand-speeder.  Yawn...  One
would expect most of the action to focus on young Ben, young Anakin,
possibly an appearance or two by Yoda, and the Emporer.  At this point, the
net should probably have its obligatory discussion on who they'd like to
play younger versions of Ben and Anakin.  I expect, however, that Lucas
will use (relative) unknowns for these parts.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		    Miscellaneous - Convention Survey &
                                    Feminism in SF (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 20:09:41 GMT
From: saulnier@cs.dal.ca (Todd R. Saulnier)
Subject: SF-CON survey

Dear Science Fiction lovers,

   As Con-Coordinator for Wolfcon (a Science fiction convention based at
Acadia University, Wolfville NS, Canada), I wish to Wolfcon's first
ATLANTIC CENSUS OF SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY.  This is a survey which we
will use to help us determine what con-goers want at a convention. The
statistical information (not individual responses) will also be available
to other conventions (such as NOVACON) and anyone else interested. We will
hopefully be assimulating the responses in September.

   For e-mail responses please capitalize your answers and X out the other
options.

 Ex. for ACCOMODATIONS
   >Does sound/activity levels matter?

   XXXXX XXXX    XXXXX XXXX     LAUNCH PAD

Free to distribute this survey to anyone interested. (Please do not alter
the questionaire.) If anyone wishes a Word Perfect 5.1 copy of the
questionaire, let me know.

For more information on the survey or about WOLFCON or NOVACON write

WOLFCON V
P.O. Box 796
Wolfville, NS
CANADA
B0P 1X0
(902-835-6131)

NOVACON III
P.O. Box 1282 Main Postal Station
Dartmouth, NS
CANADA
B2Y 4B9
(902-462-6796)

or e-mail (saulnier@cs.dal.ca)

Sincerely,

Todd Saulnier
                                                                     P. 1

                  THE ATLANTIC CENSUS of SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY

    In the conventions we run, we work with a limited supply of time,
energy, and money. Typically there are a 1000 -2000 man hours donated in
pre-con planning. They cover every thing from personnel management to
computer expertise (mundane cost $25/hr) from research ($10-12) to lay-up
(40 per hr to 125 dollars a page) from seamstresses ($10-12) to labourers
$5 as well as telephoning everybody anywhere in the known universe. Then
there are Ad sales to finding better buys or giving needed hugs. If we had
to pay for what was done we would typically be spending 30,000 -40,000
dollars to run a convention. This would mean that door price for a ticket
would have to be 120- 150 dollars per person to cover expenses accrued.
This wouldn't cover meals or room. This is all given as free time by our
volunteers (we haven't yet perfected the art of getting a hotel and their
entire staff to volunteer, or printers, and I don't really want to talk
about unionized employees). Typically a budget expenditure for our larger
maritime conventions can be a modest $3000 - $4000 up to 10,000-12,000. We
probably award at least a thousand dollars in prizes/awards. The door
attendance brings in about 50% of the money, advertisers 35%, pre-con fund
raising, dealer's tables fees, art auctions, and raffles and fannish
merchandise bring in the rest. Typically the t-shirts and such cost the
convention more money than it makes. It's pretty impressive to see what
your $15 or $20 dollars gets you isn't it. This questionnaire will deal
with how the convention should be spending its time and money. Your time
and patience will be appreciated and you should benefit with an improved
Science Fiction and Fantasy community and conventions. Please feel free to
add any advice or assistance you think would be helpful.

Your Age ______________    Your Gender ____________

Your Planet of Origin ___________   Education Level  ___________

Mundane Job ____________   Annual Income spent on SF/F __________

Number of Planets visited _______   # of Novel read /yr_________

Do you  read/collect:   comic books ( YES / NO )

                        Sports cards ( YES / NO )

                        Frisbees   ( YES / NO )

Do you play Roleplaying games? ( YES / NO ) Types _____________________

Do you play Strategy games?    ( YES / NO ) Types _____________________

Do you Play with your Toes?    ( YES / NO ) Types _____________________

How many SF/F videos do you own? __________

How many have you watched this year ? _____

Do you rent "B" or lower SF/F( YES / NO )

Do you Video tape TV SF/F shows? ( YES / NO )

Are you an Artist or Writer? ( YES / NO )

Are you involved with other SF/F groups other than the Con( YES / NO )

Which TV shows do you/did you watch? Circle your favourite(s).

  Star Trek     ( YES / NO )  Star Trek The Next Generation( YES / NO )

  BattleStar Galactica( YES / NO ) Galactica '90 ( YES / NO)

  V        ( YES / NO )  Starlost( YES / NO) Red Dwarf  ( YES / NO )

  Dr Who        ( YES / NO)

  Blake's Seven ( YES / NO )

  Space 1999     ( YES / NO )   

  any you want to mention ______________________________________________

Number of Science Fiction and Fantasy conventions you have attended? _____
Would you attend a Trek Con? ( YES / NO )

What time of year you would prefer a Convention to be held;
more than one is acceptable and use a "+" or "-" to indicate early or late
in the month.

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ____ ____ ___  ____ ___  ___  ___
Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June July Aug  Sept Oct  Nov  Dec

How many days would you like a convention to run?

ONE DAYTWO DAYSWEEKEND   4 DAY HOLIDAY WEEKEND

What merchant do you want to have attend? (circle as many as you want)

Comic's   Cards     Jewellery     Books(new)     Books(used)

Gaming material    Woodworkers   Sci-Fi    ToysSwords and Knives

Computer games    Video's     Posters    Costuming    Palmist

Alien Ticket agent      Archery supplies       Paintballer's

Leatherworkers    Buskers

In the pre-convention set up we prepare and organize certain areas and
events. If there is a choice circle your preference. Give your priorities
in the columns marked 1 to 5 ,"1" is very important ,"3" is neutral, "5" is
against. Also if you would pay more for them in the ( yes / no ). Please
add additional comments at the end of question or on a separate sheet if
you have a lot of opinions or qualifications.

                                        Importance    Pay moreComments
STYLE AND CONTENT OF PROGRAMMING

How important is it to you that the con have to be around the clock (24hr)
open? ( Over a weekend that's forty hrs compared to a limit open 30hrs)( 1
2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

For a 24hr open what do need to have going on after Midnight until the next
day?( 1 2 3 4 5 )

     Lectures  __________
     Workshops __________
     Gaming    __________
     Movies    __________

>Respected Guest(people who have acquired expertise  in their field)
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

>Name guest(people who have acquired expertise and recognition in their
field)( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

>Big Name Guest ( famous people)
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no)__________________________

>Academic(hard science) programming ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no)______________

>Academic(historical) programming  ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )______________

>Academic(literary) programming         ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )_________

>Humorous (skits, semi factual lectures) programming
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

>Fantasy programming ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )____________________

>Costume contest rules: Do you understand/know them ? ___________

>Costume Contest-PuritanBeach LegalBare as you Dare
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

>Dance-Costumed Masked    Mundane  (1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )______________


>Video-single tracktwo trackMultitrack  ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )________


>Workshops for
  Writers   Costumers   Artist   Starting a Crafts
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________


Do individual societies or clubs need suites?

> Weekend or day or few hours be acceptable( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )_______

> Clubs Lectures or Demo's              ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________

Gamers, would you be willing to pay more for a room to yourselves to game
in?( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

Can you game in one large room containing all available gaming or small
rooms with a different type of game?
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no)__________________________

ACCOMMODATIONS

What do you prefer for accommodations?
>     Private Hotel room    Dormitory     Tent
     hostel style bed (non-private room)      A buddy's floor
     ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________
>Does Quality matter    ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________

>Does sound/activity levels matter?
Quiet Zone   Party Zone  Launch Pad ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )______________

When getting/booking an individual room do you prefer
>dealing with a convention rep. or directly with a Hotel
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

Do accommodations on site decide if you attend or not?
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

How Much would you spend?______________
Regardless of cost      only if reasonable cost        only if cheap
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

Would you take accommodation off site to save cost?
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

Do you want a Banquet with the Guest of honour?
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

What style?     Breakfast    Brunch    Lunch   Supper
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________

MERCHANTS
>How much do you spend at the dealer's tables? $_______________
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )_________________________
>Do you find it a good value? ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )___________________
>Do you patronize the advertisers in the program books?
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________
>Would you patronize those merchants more if you knew they where big
     supporters of your favourite Convention?
     ( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no )__________________________
>Would you spend more if you knew what was going to be there before you
arrived? (i.e. Preadvertise our attending dealers)
( 1 2 3 4 5 ) (yes/ no)__________________________

WHO DO YOU WANT TO SEE AS A SPECIAL GUEST AT YOUR CONVENTION?
_________________


Please add any addition comments or suggestions on another page. Thank you
again.  We will use your advice wisely.

Please Mail to THE SCIENCE FICTION / FANTASY CENSUS c/o WOLFCON V P.O. Box
796 Wolfville, N.S. Can. B0P 1X0

or E-MAIL to saulnier@cs.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 06:35:02 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

>> I think it was in _Across the Wounded Galaxies_ where I read something
>> by Le Guin saying she'd LHoD would be very different if she were to
>> write it now.
>
>She says something of the sort in an essay which is reprinted in ``The
>language of the night''[*].  However the main critisism she seems to be
>responding to is that of using `he', `king' and other masculine words. She
>says at one point that partly this is so she could write that `The king
>was pregnant'.

Her opinions about a number of things changed between the late 70's, when
_The Language of the Night_ was published and 1989, when _Dancing at the
Edge of the World_, another collection of essays, was published.  In
_tLotN_ she basically defends the choices she made in writing _tLHoD_,
particularly her decision to use the generic male pronoun.  In _tLotN_, she
wrote:

   "I call Gethenians 'he' because I utterly refuse to mangle English by
    inventing a pronoun for 'he/she.'"  In _DatEotW_ she wrote "This 'utter
    refusal' of 1968 restated in 1976 collapsed, utterly, within a couple
    of years more.  I still dislike invented pronouns, but I now dislike
    them less than the so-called generic pronoun he/him/his, which does in
    fact exclude women from discourse; and which was the invention of male
    grammarians, for until the sixteenth century the English singular
    pronoun was they/them/their, as it still is in English and American
    colloquial speech.  It should be restored to the written language, and
    let the pedants and pundits squeak and gibber in the streets."

She states that the use of the masculine generic pronoun "shaped, directed
and controlled" her own thinking.  She also now regrets that she "quite
unnecessarily locked the Gethenians into heterosexuality."

And finally, she now believes that "Men were inclined to be satisfied with
the book, which allowed them a safe trip into androgyny and back, from a
conventionally male viewpoint.  But many women wanted it to go further, to
dare more, to explore androgyny from a woman's point of view as well as a
man's.  In fact, it does so, in that it was written by a woman.  But this
is admitted only in the chapter "The Question of Sex," the only voice of a
woman in the book.  I think women were justified in asking more courage of
me and a more rigorous thinking-through of implications."

[All of these quotes are taken from Le Guin's essay, "Is Gender Necessary?
Redux" in her collection, _Dancing at the Edge of the World_.]

Pardon me for quoting at such length, but I think it's interesting that Le
Guin goes to such lengths in reexamining her own work now that some of her
ideas have changed.  I appreciate the fact that she's not defensive about
this, but is willing both to criticize herself and to stand up for herself.

At the same time I think that Le Guin is being a little hard on herself.
_The Left Hand of Darkness_ is one of my favorite books in any genre, and
though I'm curious about what she would produce if she were to write it
today, I wouldn't want to give up the book that exists for that
hypothetical book.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 14:13:35 GMT
From: jdh92@campus.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: feminism in sf

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>Pardon me for quoting at such length, but I think it's interesting that Le
>Guin goes to such lengths in reexamining her own work now that some of her
>ideas have changed.  I appreciate the fact that she's not defensive about
>this, but is willing both to criticize herself and to stand up for
>herself.

Well pulling Delany back in to the discussion, he has expressed the view
that a lot of the motivation for sequels is that they allow the author to
continue a dialogue with themselves, to reassess the characterizations and
motivations in the earlier book by approaching it from a different angle.
(We'll leave Piers Anthony and the like who write sequels purely for money
out of this. :) He said that his Neveryon series falls into that framework.

I certainly think Le Guin's _Tehanu_ would fall into this category. As has
already been observed, Le Guin was coming at Earthsea from a very different
perspective after 20 years and it shows clearly in the story.

>At the same time I think that Le Guin is being a little hard on herself.
>_The Left Hand of Darkness_ is one of my favorite books in any genre, and
>though I'm curious about what she would produce if she were to write it
>today, I wouldn't want to give up the book that exists for that
>hypothetical book.

Well suppose, purely hypothetically for now, she did decide to go back to
_tLHoD_ now. There are two possible routes she could use. She could rewrite
the book itself for re-release (like Orson Scott Card and his earlier
novels or David Gerrold with _When Harlie was One_) or she could write a
second book with that setting viewed from a different approach. From your
comments you obviously wouldn't be happy about the first, but if done well
the second could add quite a bit to the story.

   Frankly Le Guin is one of the few authors I would be willing to believe
could do a good job with a second book. Delany is another one. (When he was
here at Swarthmore this spring he said that _The Misery and Splendor of
Bodies, of Cities_ (I probably got that name wrong, but it's the second
half of the diptych started in _Stars in my Pocket_) would probably be out
sometime around 1993.)

Jeff Hildebrand
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore PA 19081
JDH92@campus.swarthmore.edu
J_HILDEBRAND@cc.brynmawr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 17:05:09 GMT
From: 8718288@ul.ie (the person in the attic...)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists

DARCHDEACON@smith.BITNET suggests:
> If you are looking for good books (fantasy) with female protagonists, I
>highly recommend Robin McKinley's _The Blue Sword_ and _The Hero and the
>Crown_, and Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_.  Both authors created strong
>female heros who (IMDO) aren't "Tough Women".

I second the Robin McKinley recommendation - she is one of my favourite
authors.  Check out her "beauty" as well - a retelling of the fairy tale
"Beauty and the Beast".  The protagonist is a great woman.

Other suggestions: "Arrows of the Queen", "Arrow's Flight" and "Arrow's
Fall", all by Mercedes Lackey; a trilogy about a young woman who, although
mentally and physically abused as a child, still manages to fulfill her
dreams.  Also "By the Sword", about a young woman who finishes up as
captain of a mercenary company.

Try Katharine Kerr's Deverry books as well; the main character is an
excellent swordswoman who is able to think for herself as well.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Card (5 msgs) & Crowley & Daley &
                         De Lint (5 msgs) & Gibson & 
                         Heinlein (2 msgs) & Lovecraft & 
                         McCaffrey

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 19:10:00 GMT
From: LGMUSA@gallua.bitnet (LARRY MUSA)
Subject: XENOCIDE

A friend of mine who worked at a bookstore in Hartford was telling me this
weekend that Orson Scott Card new book, Xenocide will be out soon. I am
wondering if this is the third and final installment of Ender's Game or is
it a completely new novel? How good is it?

Larry Musa
LGMUSA@GALLUA.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 03:48:52 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: XENOCIDE

LGMUSA@gallua.BITNET (LARRY MUSA) writes:
>A friend of mine who worked at a bookstore in Hartford was telling me this
>weekend that Orson Scott Card new book, Xenocide will be out soon.

   This is true. It's supposed to be coming out in about a month.

>I am wondering if this is the third and final installment of Ender's Game
>or is it a completely new novel?

   It is a third "Ender" book. It is probably not the final installment, as
lots of plot-threads are left dangling at the end.

>How good is it?

   It's deeply flawed, but worth reading.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 04:06:20 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: XENOCIDE

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
> LGMUSA@gallua.BITNET (LARRY MUSA) writes:
>>A friend of mine who worked at a bookstore in Hartford was telling me
>>this weekend that Orson Scott Card new book, Xenocide will be out soon.
>
>This is true. It's supposed to be coming out in about a month.
>
>>I am wondering if this is the third and final installment of Ender's Game
>>or is it a completely new novel?
>
> It is a third "Ender" book. It is probably not the final installment, as
> lots of plot-threads are left dangling at the end.

Hmmmm, maybe Card changed his mind. When he was in Houston to sign copies
of Red Prophet back in 88, I asked if he was planning another Ender book.
He said yes, that he had some notes on it, but hadn't actually started
writing it. He also indicated that it would be the last Ender book, there
would be no HERETICS OF ENDER, CHAPTERHOUSE ENDER, or other other add-ons.
However, that was three years ago, and who knows, he may one day decide
that he needs to write a fourth. What would be worrisome is if he decided
to go back and revise the earlier volumes; he seems to have a real
propensity for revising his older stuff. Just look at the Worthing books
and TREASON.

RB Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Dept. of Space Physics and Astronomy
Box 1892, Houston, TX 77251
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 05:01:05 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: XENOCIDE

LGMUSA@gallua.BITNET (LARRY MUSA) writes:
>weekend that Orson Scott Card new book, Xenocide will be out soon.

July 15 in hardcover.

>I am wondering if this is the third and final installment of Ender's Game
>or is it a completely new novel? How good is it?

Third Ender book. Not the final Ender book. There will be at least one more.

Good? Very good. It's probably the best thing Card's written to date, but
it frustrated me somewhat because he tried to tell a story he couldn't
quite pull off. The story he tried to tell would have been a classic of the
field.  He only wrote one of the best of the year. Most authors would kill
to write something of this quality. It's about third on my Hugo short list
right now.  (One and two are NOTHING SACRED by Elizabeth Scarborough and
HORSES OF HEAVEN by Gillian Bradshaw).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 08:31:17 GMT
From: mjj@cc.uow.edu.au (Michael Jennings)
Subject: Re: XENOCIDE

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>Third Ender book. Not the final Ender book. There will be at least one
>more.
>
>Good? Very good. It's probably the best thing Card's written to date, but
>it frustrated me somewhat because he tried to tell a story he couldn't
>quite pull off. The story he tried to tell would have been a classic of
>the field.  He only wrote one of the best of the year. Most authors would
>kill to write something of this quality. It's about third on my Hugo short
>list right now.  (One and two are NOTHING SACRED by Elizabeth Scarborough
>and HORSES OF HEAVEN by Gillian Bradshaw).

   I assume I'm correct in assuming that 'Gloriously Bright', in the
January (?) Analog is the first section of this novel. How large a role do
the characters from this novella play compared to those from Speaker for
the Dead?

   Card is an extraordinary writer. I don't think I agree with (or even
like) his underlying philosophy (parts of it, anyway), but I can't help
being seduced by his extraordinary ability to write.  The frightening thing
is that he is getting better all the time.  I think he is likely to be the
major figure of sf for the next decade. (There, I've really stuck my neck
out ).

Michael Jennings
Department of Mathematics
University of Wollongong
Australia

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 18:59:46 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Little, Big

8718288@ul.ie writes:
>Dan Tilque says (with regard to "Little, Big"):
>> I do have one little problem with it, though.  Crowley doesn't seem to
>> know the difference between "access" and "excess".  Twice in the first
>> three chapters he used the former when the latter would have been
>> appropriate.
>> 
>You would be surprised by the number of authors out there who don't seem
>to be able to use the English language correctly.

Yes, but Crowley is not among them.  I have no desire to beat up the
original poster anymore (he's been beaten up quite enough already) but
Crowley doesn't deserve to be lumped with incompetent writers.  In fact, as
has been demonstrated in this thread, he knows the English language so well
that people think he's making mistakes when really he's using obscure
meanings of words that most of us aren't aware of.

And he uses them so well...

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 22:09:36 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Daley

   Does anyone here know if Brian Daley is going to continue his Hobart
Floyt/Alacrity Fitzhugh adventures? They are also some of my favorite
books.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 03:35:35 GMT
From: IELXH@asuacad.bitnet (Lisa Howard)
Subject: Has any heard anything new from Charles De Lint?

  I ran across this writer a while ago, and I think he is an excellent
writer.  The last book I have read was called "Wolf Moon" or something like
that.  If you have not read a book by Charles De Lint you should.  You will
be in for a treat.  "Wolf Moon" was not as good as "Yarrow" or
"Milegro"(sp?), but it was good.

  If anyone else is interested in this author, I wouldn't mind talk about
his books.

May your days be filled with wonderous visions and mystical tales.

Lisa H.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 18:06:30 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: Has any heard anything new from Charles De Lint?

The latest book I've seen of his is _Harp of the Gray Rose_ which is
actually a re-print, he wrote it some time ago.  The cover is lousy, but I
enjoyed the book.

On another note.  Does anyone know where I can get a copy of his _Riddle of
the Wren_?  It's one of his earlier novels, and no longer in print.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 19:50:23 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Has any heard anything new from Charles De Lint?

amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis):
>The latest book I've seen of his is _Harp of the Gray Rose_ which is
>actually a re-print, he wrote it some time ago.  The cover is lousy, but I
>enjoyed the book.

More recently (still in hardcover) he wrote "The Little Country".  It's a
good read with a weak ending.  The main problem with the book is that it
has two independent stories which are virtually unconnected.

>On another note.  Does anyone know where I can get a copy of his _Riddle
>of the Wren_?  It's one of his earlier novels, and no longer in print.

It's my favorite among De Lint's books.  It is set in the same universe
(metaverse?) as Harp of the Gray Rose, but is a coherent and well-
constructed novel, rather than an over-inflated short story.  Finding it,
I'm afraid, is a matter of looking in enough used book stores.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 18:14:27 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Has any heard anything new from Charles De Lint?

IELXH@ASUACAD.BITNET (Lisa Howard) writes:
> The last book I have read was called "Wolf Moon" or something like that.
>If you have not read a book by Charles De Lint you should.

His latest is "The Little Country", now out in hardcover. He's also now
doing a regular column for the Pulphouse Weekly magazine. He's got a couple
of other things brewing, but the letter he sent me is at home and I don't
remember the details.

He is one whale of a writer. I also recommend his "Jack, the Giant Killer"
and "Riddle of the Wren". he's also done a number of things with the
Pulphouse crew that are good, too.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 20:04:18 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Has any heard anything new from Charles De Lint?

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>He's also done a number of things with the Pulphouse crew that are good,
>too.

Synchronicity strikes, my latest Pulphouse catalog arrived. (Pulphouse
publishing, box 1227, Eugene, Or 97440). Charles has a regular column in
their new magazine, Pulphouse Weekly (yes, a weekly fiction zine. Issue 2
is now out, and they're ramping up. $26 for a 13 issue subscription, $50
for 26 issues. 48 pages per issue).

His novella "Ghosts of Wind and Shadow" is Axolotl Press #19 (Axolotl is
now published by Pulphouse). "Westlin Wind" is #9, and is related to his
works "Ascian in Rose", "Ghostwood" and "Moonheart". "Ghostwood" is #14
but, sold out, unless you can find a copy in a specialty store. He has a
collection "Hedgework and Guessery" in their Author's Choice Monthly
series.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 02:31:12 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

> Also check-out Gibson's _Burning Chrome_ collection of short stories
> (there's some real jewels in it).

Speaking of Gibson's short works, does anyone know if he's published any
short fiction since the _Burning Chrome_ anthology?

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 18:20:40 GMT
From: kousen@rayleigh (kousen)
Subject: Re: Heinlein order

As someone who has read every Heinlein book in print (which took some
doing), I can tell you that though there is a loose continuity among some
of them (the so-called "Future History" stories), most of the novels can be
read in any order you please.

The most notable, IMHO, are Stranger in a Strange Land, Friday, The Moon is
a Harsh Mistriss, Job: A Comedy of Justice, and Starship Troopers.  SiaSL,
TMiaHM, and ST all won Hugos, as did Double Star, which is rather different
than these.

There are two exceptions to the continuity statement above.  The first is
that the book Time Enough For Love makes more sense if you've read
Methusela's Children first, although you can get by without it.  The second
exception is Heinlein's attempt at a Grand Unification of all his works,
which includes the novels The Cat Who Walks Through Walls, To Sail Beyond
the Sunset, and a couple others whose titles I can't recall at the moment.
This "series" is totally avoidable.

Incidentally, for many years Heinlein wrote primary what were called
"juveniles," which are distinct from regular novels only in that the
protagonist tends to be a pre-teen boy and that there is a corresponding
avoidance of sexual issues.  These novels include The Rolling Stones (which
was written long before the group existed, and also contains creatures very
similar to tribbles), Have Spacesuit Will Travel, The Star Beast, Red
Planet, and several others.  These are almost all good reads.  Heinlein
never talked down to his young intended audience.

Finally, avoid if at all possible I Will Fear No Evil.  It's the only
Heinlein novel I ever read that was considerable less valuable than the
trees it came from.

Enjoy.

Ken Kousen
United Technologies Research Center
East Hartford, CT
kousen@rayleigh.res.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 13:20:27 GMT
From: WRT@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Bill Turner)
Subject: Heinlein - order to read

I've been a big Heinlein fan since 5th grade (I'll be 39 next week).  I'd
STRONGLY recommend reading some of the "juveniles" first.  My favorites are
_Have Spacesuit, Will Travel_ and _The Rolling Stones_. _The Moon is a
Harsh Mistress_ is in some ways a "prequel" to _TRS_. _Starship Troopers_
is a must for all SF fans. (I've reread these within the past year, so I'm
not speaking from nostalgia). _The Door into Summer_ is good.

One book you should DEFINITELY get is _The Past Through Tomorrow_ (my copy
is SF Book Club). It is subtitled "RAH's Future History stories" (I'm doing
this from memory, not reference, so excuse errors please). It has a lot of
different stuff, and importantly has RAH's time line for "future" history
which he started early on in his career and into which much of his work
fits.  It will tell you a lot, especially the linkages between stories. For
example, "Misfit" is a prequel to _Methuselah's Children_ which is followed
by _Time Enough for Love_; "Requiem" is an epilogue to _The Man who Sold
the Moon_.

Frankly, RAH's earlier work is MUCH more accessible than his later. By the
mid 1970's, he was clearly showing the effects of age and various health
problems (those of us who saw him at the Worldcon in Kansas City in 1976
can attest to this), and his work reflects this. I would recommend that you
NOT read _Number of the Beast_, which book basically convinced RAH that he
needed surgery to correct the lack of blood flow to the brain (literally!)
and that you save _Friday_, _I Will Fear No Evil_, and _Job_ for after
you've read the older stuff.

What Heinlein did superbly was write "problem" stories. These were classic
hard SF where a character was faced with a technical problem. Of great
appeal to hard SF fans (with all our own character flaws) is that often the
problems are caused by the bad guys and the good guys win by
out-engineering them.  (Yes, Virginia, technology CAN solve all your
problems.) As other writers have noted, RAH was weak on characterization,
which means that his "character" stories don't work nearly as well. The
notable exception to this is the short novel "Tale of the Adopted Daughter"
which is embedded in _Time Enough for Love_.

One of the most impressive things about RAH is what another writer referred
to: the tendency for consecutive books to read as if by different authors.
_Starship Troopers_, which most of us would label fascist, was immediately
followed by _Stranger in a Strange Land_, which was libertarian.

Do NOT ignore RAH's short fiction. Some VERY impressive stuff there,
especially "By His Bootstraps", the quintessential time paradox story.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 02:42:46 GMT
From: gvr@cs.brown.edu (George V. Reilly)
Subject: H. P. Lovecraft's grave

This afternoon a friend and I were cycling through Swan Point cemetery here
in Providence, when a stranger stopped us and asked us if we knew where the
grave of H.P. Lovecraft was.  We didn't, but we found it some time later.
Lovecraft is buried among his relatives; there are fifteen or twenty family
graves in a small area.  Lovecraft has just a simple headstone in a row of
four headstones.  In front of the headstone, we found three ginger roots (I
thought at first they might be mandrakes, but they were not man-shaped and
smelt of ginger), a pinecone, and a couple of one-cent coins.  On top of
the headstone there was another coin: a quarter.  None of the other graves
had anything in front of them, so I assume these objects were left by
Lovecraft fans.

I'm not familiar with Lovecraft's work, so the significance of the ginger
roots completely escapes me.  Can someone explain this or must I seek out
the answer in the Necronomicon?

George V. Reilly   
Box 1910
Brown U.
Prov, RI 02912
+1 (401) 863-7684
gvr@cs.brown.edu
uunet!brunix!gvr
gvr@browncs.bitnet	

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 19:55:03 GMT
From: jarrell@vtserf.cc.vt.edu (Ron Jarrell)
Subject: Pern Novella

This month's Analog (which I got in the mail today) has a new Pern Novella
in it, called, err. "Rescue Run" or some such.  It falls between Dragon's
Dawn and anything else, taking place about 52 years after the end of DD (or
about 2 years after the end of the first cycle of threadfall).  Explains a
lot of dangling DD plot elements, like what was the fate of the fuel, what
happened to the people that stayed on the southern continent, what happened
with that damn rescue beacon that they fire off, and why, in 2500 years,
did NO ONE ever swing by to see what happened to an entire colony
expedition.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 20 Jun 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 257

Today's Topics:

	   Books - McCammon & Niven & Verne & Womack (2 msgs) &
                   Zahn (4 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 15:50:43 GMT
From: goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet ("Hunter Goatley, WKU")
Subject: Re: Robert R. McCammon's _Boy's Life_

shiva@pro-smof.cts.com wrote:
>My first experience with McCammon's work was with his vivid story "Black
>Boots" from the RAZORED SADDLES "cowpunk" anthology. It made me want to
>root around until I'd found everything he'd ever written. Does anyone out
>there have a bibliography of his works?

I have a four-page TeX document that is an almost-complete bibliography.
McCammon and I put the bibliography together a couple of years ago and I've
kept it up-to-date. Send an SASE and I'll U.S. Mail it out to you, or I can
send you a PostScript file via e-mail.

Briefly, here are the novels:

   _Baal_                  (Avon, 1978; Pocket, 1988)
   _Bethany's Sin_         (Avon, 1980; Pocket, 1988)
   _The Night Boat_        (Avon, 1980; Pocket, 1988)
   _They Thirst_           (Avon, 1981; Pocket, 1988)
   _Mystery Walk_          (Ballantine, 1983, 1989)
   _Usher's Passing_       (Ballantine, 1985, 1989)
   _Swan Song_             (Pocket, 1987)
   _Stinger_               (Pocket, 1988)
   _The Wolf's Hour_       (Pocket, 1989)
   _Blue World_            (Pocket 1990; short story collection)
   _Mine_                  (Pocket HC 1990, Pocket paperback 1991)
   _Boy's Life_            (Pocket HC August 1991)

I can send a list of short stories, too, if there's enough interest.

The address:

   LIGHTS OUT!
   P.O. Box 9609
   Bowling Green, KY 42102-9609

Hunter Goatley
goathunter@wkuvx1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 17:15:11 GMT
From: slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu (HAYES, STEVEN LOWE)
Subject: Niven's Known Space Series

After having recently reread my copies of _Ringworld_ and _Ringworld
Engineers_, and loving them a second time, I noticed in the cover of one of
these books a mention of Niven's _Known Space(?)_ series.  I have never
seen these books in my local bookstore - I take it they are pretty old.
Can anyone tell me something of these books?  A list of the books belonging
in this grouping would be most helpful, and opinions as to whether they
are worth looking for; e-mail responses would be most appropriate.  Thanks
in advance!

Steven L. Hayes
Texas A&M University
Dept. of Nuclear Engineering
College Station, TX 77843
(409) 845-8101
SLH5087@ZEUS.TAMU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 17:37:29 GMT
From: RBLEILER@prime.mhsl.uab.edu
Subject: (none)

To Jim and the sf-lovers folks:

    The Jules Verne novel you mentioned was in fact an unacknowledged
collaboration between Jules Verne and Paschal Grousset: Verne rewrote
Grousset's unsuccessful manuscript, which was then published under Verne's
name.
    The novel's original name: Les Cinq Cents Millions de la Begum.  It was
published in 1879.  Sorry I don't have my Verne bibliography here to give
you fuller bibliographical data.
    First English edition: The Begum's Fortune.  Translated by W.  H. G.
Kingston; published by Sampson Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington, in
London, in 1879.  (1880 is also claimed.)
    First American editions: Philadelphia, PA: J. B. Lippincott, 1880.  New
York: George Munro, 1879.  (As The 500 Millions of the Begum.)

Hope this helps.

Richard Bleiler
rbleiler@uabdpo

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 02:36:09 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Womack (was Gibson or other cyberpunk authors)

> I'll get around to his just-published third novel (the name of which
> escapes me at the moment) Real Soon Now.

Womak's newest novel in paperback (his only in paperback that I know of) is
_Heathern_ and is actually a kind of prequel to _Ambient_.

An author's note in the back says that he has at least three more planned
for the _Ambient_ universe the next of which will be titled _Elvisissy_
(sp?).

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 11:57:22 GMT
From: ian@cambridge.oracorp.com (Ian Sutherland)
Subject: Re: Womack

Are Womack's novels "Terraplane", "Heathern", and "Ambient" part of a
single storyline?  Are any subset of them?  If so, in what order should
they be read?

Ian Sutherland
ian@cambridge.oracorp.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 20:47:58 GMT
From: noe@sunc7.cs.uiuc.edu (Roger Noe)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones) writes:
>Just something I noticed:
>
>C'Baoth --> Sabbaoth
>
>Is this meaningful? Comments?

According to author Timothy Zahn, this was intentional.  I didn't get it
until I heard him pronounce it, and then remembered my Latin.

Also, Thrawn means twisted, crooked, distorted.

Roger Noe
Department of Computer Science       
University of Illinois
Urbana, IL  61801  USA
roger-noe@uiuc.edu
noe@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 15:51:30 GMT
From: rolf@sparc1.icat.co.jp (Rolf Wilson)
Subject: Timothy Zahn replies to questions

Sorry for taking so long. Timothy Zahn was willing to answer questions, and
took the time to check his sources. His answers are exact quotes to the
best of my typing ability.

How did you get chosen for these books?  I like your work, but you haven't
done anything media-related before.

Zahn: I frankly don't know exactly why Bantam offered me the
   Star Wars books. Lou Aronica and LucasArts had negotiated
   the deal in secret during 1989, and when Bantam supplied a
   list of possible authors to LucasArts my name was at the
   top. My best guess is that Bantam simply thought that my
   style and particular writing strengths would mesh well
   with this particular kind of book. I first
   learned of the whole thing when my agent called
   out of the blue in early November to tell me of Bantam's
   offer.  It sounded both challenging and fun, so I accepted.

How much plot control does Lucasfilms exercise? Do they specify certain
things that have to happen or cannot happen?

Zahn: My original instructions from  LucasArts consisted of
   exactly two rules: the books were to start 3-5 years after
   RETURN OF THE JEDI, and I couldn't use anyone who'd been
   explicitly killed off in the movies. Aside from that, I was
   given essentially a blank check to do what I wanted. A couple of
   other rules came in later after I'd submitted my outline, but
   they required only minor changes in the story itself.
   LucasArts has complete veto power over everything I do, of
   course, but so far they've allowed me pretty much a free hand.
   Which is not to say they're not keeping close watch on what I'm
   doing. They are.

Have you ever met George Lucas?

Zahn: No. All the contact I've had with LucasArts has been
   through a liaison. Lucas did read the original outline; I don't
   know whether or not he's read the final novel.

Are there titles/working titles chosen for the next 2 books? Who chooses
the titles?

Zahn: The titles for the next two books are (at least at
   present) DARK FORCE RISING and THE LAST COMMAND. Technically,
   LucasArts has already okayed these titles, but I'm always
   willing to change them if someone comes up with something
   better. My preference for the first book was WILD CARD, but it
   was bounced on the grounds that it would have conflicted with
   Bantam's "Wild Cards" series. My next favorite title was THE
   EMPEROR'S HAND, which Bantam also didn't like. Lou Aronica (I
   think) came up with HEIR TO THE EMPIRE, which LucasArts
   accepted. So at the moment I'm two for three in the title
   department.

You make clear little details, such as the fact that light sabers can be
locked on. Did Lucasfilms provide you with background information on the
Star Wars universe? Or are you just trying to make things logical and
consistent?  Or both?

Zahn: The Star Wars movies themselves are always my basic
   source of "real" knowledge. Supplementing that is a tremendous
   body of background material put together by West End Games over
   the years for their Star Wars role playing game. The WEG source
   books saved me from having to reinvent the wheel many times in
   writing HEIR; the Interdictor Cruiser, for one example, is one
   of their creations. What I didn't get from the movies (e.g., the
   lightsaber lock) I invented, always with an eye to consistency
   with the movies.

How big were the Death Stars? Han Solo says "size of a small moon", but
that is rather vague. Is there any background information on that?

Zahn: The only information I have comes from the to-be-published
   Death Star Technical Journal from West End Games. The
   number they've come up with is a diameter of 120 km for the
   first Death Star. Please note, though, that the book has NOT yet
   been approved by LucasArts, so that number should be considered
   tentative at best.

Are you able to answer the question "can you fly using the Force"?
Obviously, large objects like X-wings can be moved, yet the Emperor seems
unable to save himself as he plunges down the shaft in "Return of the
Jedi".

Zahn: I don't believe true flight is possible via the Force.
   As best I can tell from the movies, the telekinetic power seemed
   to function like a long, extra-powerful arm; i.e., a Jedi could
   lift something at a distance as long as he himself was planted
   (reasonably) solidly on the ground or ship deck or whatever. The
   Force can also be used to enhance a Jedi's own physical
   abilities - recall all those world-class jumps Luke did in both
   EMPIRE and JEDI but, in all those instances it's clear that he
   is jumping and not flying. The final clincher for me (if you
   don't mind arguing in reverse) is the one which brought up this
   discussion in the first place: if the Emperor could fly out of
   the reactor shaft, he should have done so. (WHY there was an
   uncovered reactor shaft in the Emperor's personal quarters we
   won't get into right now.)

Speaking of the Emperor, do you think that it is possible for the deceased
users of the dark side of the force to pop up as ghostly images and give
advice to the surviving bad guys?

Zahn: My personal feeling is that the Emperor won't be back.
   (He won't be back in MY books, anyway.) In DARK FORCE RISING
   I'll be offering the suggestion that for a Jedi to stay in this
   world requires another Jedi or proto-Jedi to be near him at his
   death, to whom he then somehow "anchors" himself. This would fit
   with the fact that Ben Kenobi only seemed to appear near Luke,
   whereas otherwise he should have flitted about offering advice
   to any Rebel who needed it, or at least ranging around the
   galaxy scouting out what the opposition was up to.

If movies 7,8 and 9 of the Star Wars series are made, will they have any
relation or connection to your books? Alan Dean Foster wrote "Splinter of
the Mind's Eye", but no mention of that book was made in following movies.

Zahn: Since my books will form a more or less closed episode
   in the Star Wars history, there will be no particular need for
   George Lucas to take them into account if/when he makes the last
   three movies. I figure the best I can reasonably hope for will
   be a passing reference or two to some of my characters or events
   as the movie characters go about their own, unrelated, business.

When are the next 2 books expected out?

Zahn: The current plan is to have the next two books come out
   in or around May 1992 and May 1993, though Bantam could always
   change that schedule if they wanted to.

I heard that you sold the right to someone to have their name used in the
book somewhere at auction, much as you did in "Deadman Switch" Can you tell
us where this happens?

Zahn: Two people bought their way into HEIR TO THE EMPIRE at
   a charity auction at LibertyCon in Chattanooga a couple of years
   ago. The first bid for the right to have his name appear, the
   second got to choose whether the first lived or died in the
   book. I went ahead and put both names in; the precise scene is
   probably pretty obvious.
     Incidentally, lest there be any misunderstanding here,
   please note that this was a CHARITY auction, as was the earlier
   one where a group of people bought their way into DEADMAN
   SWITCH. I'm not personally making a dime off any of these
   auctions, nor would I ever want to. Frankly, the idea of an
   author selling spots in a book for his or her own profit strikes
   me as pretty tacky.

Any new Blackcollar books coming up?

Zahn: I still want to do a third Blackcollar book, sometime
   in the near future. However, with two more Star Wars books ahead
   of it in the queue, plus three other books that Bantam had
   contracted for before the other deal came up, it's going to be
   awhile before I can get to it.

What is the airspeed of an unladen swallow?

Zahn: African or European?

Rolf Wilson
Illinois State Geological Survey   
rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 20:05:14 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

ac999a02@umbc5.umbc.edu (Joseph Reagle) writes:
>Two weak spots: I found the reason for the Emperor's right hand women's 's
>hate for look to be a little weak.  I was hoping she was married to Boba
>Fett or something.

   I thought that her hate for Luke was understandable, if she was as
devoted to the Emperor as she claimed to be, but it was the basis for her
devotion that didn't convince me. She wanted to kill Luke just because the
Emperor's death had cost her her *status*? When no one at court knew who
she really was anyway? And besides, I was hoping that a little more about
the Emperor himself would be revealed. All we've seen of him is some rather
haglike behavior on the Death Star; wouldn't you expect him to have some
kind of charisma to explain Mara's allegiance?
   Also, Mara *strongly* reminded me of Shira Elan Colla Brie from the
comic book - red hair, Imperial allegiance, Force-sensitivity, everything.
I have a sinking feeling that she and Luke are going to hook up in the next
book or two, and, after their initial prickly introduction, settle down
together and breed more Skywalker twins. Gad.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 21:33:19 GMT
From: jarrell@vtserf.cc.vt.edu (Ron Jarrell)
Subject: Re: Star Wars: Heir To The Empire

lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>devoted to the Emperor as she claimed to be, but it was the basis for her
>devotion that didn't convince me. She wanted to kill Luke just because the
>Emperor's death had cost her her *status*? When no one at court knew who
>she really was anyway? And besides, I was hoping that a little more about
>the Emperor

He cost her her *life*.  Everything that she was, everything she had to
live for.  Her job in the empire, while behind the scenes was important,
and gave her a sense of worth.  She knew she was one of the most important
people in the regime, and it made it all the better that almost no one else
knew.  She blames Luke for taking all of that for her, and leaving her a
nobody.

There was a similar problem with many returning Vietnam vets.  Many of
these people had gone to the war right out of high school, with no training
in anything.  In fact, many of them were your classic drop-out material.
In the (insert service name here) they often had positions of
responsibility, were in charge of billion dollar pieces of equipment, and
were highly skilled at what they did.  When they returned to civillian life
they found that no one wanted to give them a job, that they were viewed as
having no skills, and as being pretty much bums.  There was a similar
resentment there.

Ron Jarrell
Virginia Tech Computing Center
jarrell@vtserf.cc.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 17:46:30 GMT
From: toerting@mcs.kent.edu
Subject: Zindell

 Does anyone know what happened to David Zindell.  He wrote a quite
interesting novel called _Neverness_ in which he developed a universe that
was remarkably workable and finely complex.  This was his first novel and
it was out in mid 80s or so, but I haven't seen anything from him recently.

Tim
toerting@mcs.kent.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 04:29:31 GMT
From: sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Yes, another name that story...

I'm looking for a short story. I remember it ended with the quote:
"Shall these bones walk? Father, thou knowest."
and included this amoral alien race with the power of resurrection that has
a habit of finding dead races, raising one random member and seeing if it
can convince them to raise the rest.  Anyone know the title and author?

Thanks.

Sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 91 21:27:41 GMT
From: alpert@cs.bu.edu (Richard Alpert)
Subject: pointer/reference sought

Can anyone give me a pointer to a story about a man who manufactures time
delay glass, so that, for example, one may view yesterday's events today
through a window of 1-day delay glass?

Please reply by e-mail; I don't think everyone wants to know this.

Thanks very much,

Richard Alpert
Department of Computer Science
Boston University
Boston, Massachusetts  02215  USA
(617) 353-5228
Internet: alpert@cs.bu.edu
uucp: ...!harvard!alpert		

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 24-Jun  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #258
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA20114; Mon, 24 Jun 91 09:23:18 EDT
Date: Mon, 24 Jun 91 09:23:18 EDT
Message-Id: <9106241323.AA20114@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #258
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 24 Jun 91 09:23:18 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #258
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Adams & Asimov (2 msgs) & Card (2 msgs) & Dickson &
                Donaldson & Gerrold (3 msgs) & Heinlein (9 msgs) &
                Saberhagen

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 02:26:03 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00aasatchwil@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: A new Hitchhiker's book???

Has anyone heard anything about a new Hitchhiker's book coming out?

Someone heard Douglas Adams talking about it on the Today show, and I just
wanted to verify it.

Ally

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 23:58:17 GMT
From: mll@hpfcso.fc.hp.com (Mark Luce)
Subject: New Asimov Novels?

   Can anyone tell me if Isaac Asimov has any more Foundation novels in the
works? The ending of Foundation and Earth seemed to leave some things
unresolved. I am a huge fan of the Foundation series and all the related
robot novels, etc. The magnum opus of science fiction, IMO. I want more.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 23:07:42 GMT
From: blurfrus@parc.xerox.com (Hassan Blurfrushan)
Subject: Re: New Asimov Novels?

mll@hpfcso.FC.HP.COM (Mark Luce) writes:
>Can anyone tell me if Isaac Asimov has any more Foundation novels in the
>works? The ending of Foundation and Earth seemed to leave some things
>unresolved. I am a huge fan of the Foundation series and all the related
>robot novels, etc. The magnum opus of science fiction, IMO. I want more.

I heard he is working on a novel called "Forward to Foundation", which is
supposed to come out in october or november 91. Judging from the title this
is probably a story that happens between "Prelude to Foundation" and
"Foundation".

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 22:15:18 GMT
From: cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson)
Subject: Re: XENOCIDE

schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk) writes:
>he {i.e. OSC} seems to have a real propensity for revising his older
>stuff. Just look at the Worthing books and TREASON.

Quite upsettingly so. I have never been able to read the novel version of
``Ender's Game'' for fear it should spoil the original novella for me
(warts and all).

Can someone who has read both the old and new versions of {A PLANET CALLED}
TREASON comment on the relative artistic merits of the two versions? Did it
really need rewriting?

Chris Thompson
JANET:    cet1@uk.ac.cam.phx
Internet: cet1%phx.cam.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 03:29:55 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: XENOCIDE

Card said on Compuserve that "Gloriously Bright" was half of one of the two
major plotlines of XENOCIDE - that is, a quarter of the finished book.

Will Linden                 
Internet: wlinden@panix.com 
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 15:12:25 GMT
From: craig@com50.c2s.mn.org (Craig Wilson)
Subject: Re: Dickson's "Childe Cycle"

scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons) writes:
>In addition to the central stories and the illuminations, as it's now
>clear to Gordy that he'll never live to write the historicals or
>contemporaries, he's found it necessary to supplement the SF stories in
>order to fully bring the theme foreward.  Thus we have "Chantry Guild",
>"Young Bleys" and (tentatively) "Bleys the Man".  Gordy claims "Tactics of
>Mistake" and "Soldier Ask Not" are central, not illuminations or
>supplementaries.

I wouldn't say that it was clear that he will not live long enough to write
them.  Although he is getting on in years, the last time I talked to him,
he seemed to be doing okay.

There was an interview with Gordon Dickson in a recent Locus, (sorry, it is
at home, so the particulars aren't available), in which he indicated that a
lot of the research for the historicals has been completed.  I hope that he
can get them all done, although he does express his own concern in the
interview.

Gordon Dickson's writing gives a person a lot to think about with respect
to humanity and society.  Yes, this can get pretty dry at times.  But I
think that overall he has done an excellent job of spinning stories and
stimulating thought at the same time.

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 04:44:40 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: The Gap Into Conflict:  The Real Story

This book was much better than I expected.

Stephen Donaldson is an ose writer at the best of times, so when I read
reviews telling me that this book was about a pirate who captures a woman
and proceeds to break her, I decided that I was in no hurry to read it.

The first good news is that, while that does happen, Donaldson saw no need
to either have it take up much of the book or to involve the readers in the
details: After a sufficient beginning, we are simply told that it happened.

The book is a setup for four more novels: We are introduced to the milieu
in passing, and to three rather unattractive characters - one of them in
considerable detail.  The short and sparse drama which these three
characters play out sets the stage for a much larger story, which will be
played out on a much larger stage.

But that short drama is a page turner.  Not because of what happens, but
because the quality of the writing is high enough that it's a pleasure to
read.  And this despite the perennial Donaldson insistance on writing about
people not even a mother could love, behaving badly.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 22:30:55 GMT
From: rjp2011@yak.COM (Rick Pavek)
Subject: The War Against the Chtorr - David Gerrold

I've learned the fourth book in the War Against the Chtorr will be titled
_A Season for Slaughter_.

The most interesting news, however, was that there will be a fifth book.

Rick Pavek
yak!rjp2011@bcstec

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 14:14:52 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: The War Against the Chtorr - David Gerrold

Any idea when the next book is coming out and what it will be about?  (No
major spoilers, please!)

Marc Wiz
(512)823-4780
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 04:26:12 GMT
From: pdubois@sandstorm.Berkeley.EDU (Paul DuBois)
Subject: Re: The War Against the Chtorr - David Gerrold

marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com writes:
>Any idea when the next book is coming out and what it will be about?  (No
>major spoilers, please!)

Well, the fifth book is going to be called _A_Time_For_Treason_.  You
figure it out :)

pdubois@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 21:09:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Heinlein's Future History order

   I've heard a lot about the order of his novels, particularly his later
works, but I was wondering if anyone could put some of the juveniles in a
similar order.
   A friend of mine said a clue on how to put them all in order was to look
at how the Lunar Base evolved.  Based on that, his order is like this:
      Rocket Ship Galileo
      Have Spacesuit - Will Travel
      The Moon is a Harsh Mistres
      The Rolling Stones.

   Of course, this isn't all of the juveniles, but you get the idea.

Thanks.
J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 22:22:00 GMT
From: KH06352@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

[...]
>Finally, avoid if at all possible I Will Fear No Evil.  It's the only
>Heinlein novel I ever read that was considerable less valuable than the
>trees it came from.

After mentally nodding my head throughout Ken's statements, I came to this
line.  I've seen it before (and will probably see it again) and let it
pass, but I figured it was time to throw in my two cents.  _IWFNE_ is a
unique blend of science fiction and science fantasy that deals with
everything from love to life after death.  It is not the standard 'Live
Forever and Paradoctor all the Paradox' or 'Realistic Future Technology'
that RAH is noted for.  So what?  While I don't think that _IWFNE_ should
be someone's first venture into Heinlein's multiple and varied universes,
it should also not be condemmed as not worthy of reading.

I have read (I think, I still haven't checked against the Grumble's
Appendix) everything that RAH has published, and it seems that two of my
three favorites are written off by most as 'books to avoid,' namely _JOB_
and _IWFNE_ (with my third favorite being _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_).
As a recomendation as to what order to read RAH, start with a couple of the
'classics' then stick as much to the order of publication as _you_ want to.
The specific novel to start with would depend on the person involved:

military,
fervent believer in corporal punishment   - _Starship Troopers_

computer nut, hacker, MIT AI lab employee - _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_

agnostic, *or* deeply religious           - _Stranger in a Strange Land_
                                             (yes, I have my reasons)

and for the dreamers of a better world    - _Friday_

Kenneth W. Hiatt
BITnet: kh06352@swtexas
Internet: kh06352%swt.decnet@relay.the.net

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 00:00:54 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

KH06352@swtexas.BITNET writes:
>[...]
>>Finally, avoid if at all possible I Will Fear No Evil.  It's the only
>>Heinlein novel I ever read that was considerable less valuable than the
>>trees it came from.
>
>but I figured it was time to throw in my two cents.  _IWFNE_ is a unique
>blend of science fiction and science fantasy that deals with everything
>from love to life after death.  It is not the standard 'Live Forever and
>Paradoctor

   Well, as a Heinlein buff myself, I have to come down on the other side.
IWFNE is just another of Heinlein's later novels which demonstrated his
utter fear of death and devotion to sex and immortality as ways of avoiding
it.
   It is NOT, however, quite as bad as it's usually painted.  The very
worst thing RAH wrote, in my NOT humble opinion, is _To Sail Beyond the
Sunset_. This is the ONLY Heinlein story I have had to FORCE myself to
finish. _I Will Fear No Evil_ I read without prompting. _Job_ I read
without prompting. _Friday_ I enjoyed for the first half and didn't need
force to finish.  But _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_, in the words of Isaac
Asimov...  (giving examples of rejection notices...)
      "Bob, take back this piece of junk;
       It smelled, it reeked, it stunk..."

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 04:07:24 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>The very worst thing RAH wrote, in my NOT humble opinion, is 
>_To Sail Beyond the Sunset_.

The only thing wrong with it is that it is mostly historical fiction rather
than science fiction. I don't care for such myself, and was rather bored by
it (although I didn't hate it), but a friend of mine who likes both SF and
historical fiction said he thought it might be Heinlein's *best* book. He
didn't care what genre it happened to fall into.

If you still want that to be a "not humble" opinion, then it would be
appropriate for you to now list its faults. Or switch to a simple "IMHO".

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 06:26:53 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>If you still want that to be a "not humble" opinion, then it would be
>appropriate for you to now list its faults. Or switch to a simple "IMHO".

   First, no opinion on a net seen worldwide CAN be humble. Pretty
arrogant, actually.

   _TSBTS_ was boring (a terminal sin in any book), still focused on sex
beyond belief (one of RAH's terminal diseases in his later years), part of
his LinK Everything Together Before I Die sequence, jumpy, and he somehow
managed to make me REGRET that he resurrected my favorite character, Mike
Holmes. He'd already done the "rescue member of family" plotline, and in
_NotB_ it was at least a little less hung over with useless additions.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 14:58:09 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>_TSBTS_ was boring (a terminal sin in any book), still focused on sex
>beyond belief (one of RAH's terminal diseases in his later years), part of
>his LinK Everything Together Before I Die sequence, jumpy, and he somehow
>managed to make me REGRET that he resurrected my favorite character, Mike
>Holmes.

Ok, you got me there, I agree with all of this. Nonetheless I think there's
a difference between books that are so widely disliked that one can safely
label them "bad" versus those that some like and some dislike, depending on
taste.

>no opinion on a net seen worldwide CAN be humble. Pretty arrogant,
>actually.

I don't know about that. Some people think that having (or expressing) any
opinion on any subject is inheritantly arrogant, but to me it seems more
like a question of *how* the opinion is expressed. In this instance, I
suppose you're right, because you're saying that the book is just plain bad
and are not leaving any room for possible disagreement, so that *is* an
arrogant *expression* of your feeling. But if you feel like it, you can be
humble in the expression of an opinion; such is not actually impossible,
you know! :-)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 17:24:22 GMT
From: awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu (WESLEY ANTHONY    )
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>   _TSBTS_ was boring (a terminal sin in any book), still focused on

Nah

>sex beyond belief (one of RAH's terminal diseases in his later years),

Aren't we all?  IMHO, I think there are those who are focused with sex
beyond all belief and there are those who won't admit that they are focused
on sex beyond all belief.  :+)

I liked _TSBTS_ *much* better than _NotB_ or _JOB_.  When I read _NotB_, I
couldn't understand what was wrong with me.  It was a RAH book, there first
new one in years and I didn't like it.  Prior to that, I had never read any
RAH that I didn't like.

At first, I wondered if I changed.  I no longer enjoy Burroughs, for
instance, although I really enjoyed them as a child.

Are there any fans who think the later stuff, such of _NotB_, _JOB_ and
_TSBtS_ are better than _Starship Troopers_ and _The Moon is a Harsh
Mistress_?  No flames, please.  I'm just curious.

Tony Wesley
RPT Software
(313) 274-2080
awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 21:55:58 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Anthony Wesley ) writes:
>Are there any fans who think the later stuff, such of _NotB_, _JOB_ and
>_TSBtS_ are better than _Starship Troopers_ and _The Moon is a Harsh
>Mistress_?  No flames, please.  I'm just curious.

   Not me, that's for sure. I think he started his decline at the same time
he wrote his most famous work, Stranger. He was erratic at that point, but
by the time he hit NOTB he was well on his way down.  The first half of
NOTB was pretty good... then he HAD to do the Lazarus Long Tango. All his
later work was like that, sounded like old Heinlein at the beginning then
collapsed.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 16:49:36 GMT
From: k@hprnd.rose.hp.com (Steve Kao)
Subject: Re: Heinlein - Order to Read?

Howard Melman asks:
> I'm new to Heinlein and I seem to remember someone posting a while back,
> an order to read his books in as some are connected.  Is this true and if
> so could someone mail me a suggested order?

While it's true that some of Heinlein's stories are connected, it is not
necessary to read them in order.  For instance, Hazel Stone appears in both
_The_Moon_Is_A_Harsh_Mistress_ and _The_Rolling_Stones_, but the two novels
have very little to do with each other.  (She also appears in
_The_Cat_Who_Walked_Through_Walls_.  Here, you should read TMIAHM first.)

If you have the big fat book containing most of Heinlein's future universe
stories (including _Methusulah's_Children_), then read that (in order)
before reading any other Lazarus Long stories.  You should also probably
read his Lazarus Long novels before reading his last novel about Long's
mother.

A simple rule of thumb would be to read Heinlein's stories in the order in
which they were originally published.

Steve Kao

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 16:33:33 GMT
From: mcgp1!harry@eskimo.celestial.com (Harry Thiel)
Subject: Saberhagen

A friend of mine recommended two series by Fred Saberhagen.  One is the
Beserker series and the other is about Dracula.  I have two questions: One
is the Beserker series any good and what order should they be read in (a
list of the titles would help).  Also curious about the Dracula series and
need the same information.

These (at least Beserker) are hard SF and not fantasy right?

Harry J. Thiel

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Lovecraft & McCaffrey (2 msgs) & McCollum (2 msgs) &
               Murphy (4 mnsgs) & Niven (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 09:11:35 GMT
From: reynhout@cs.uri.edu (Andrew Reynhout)
Subject: Re: H. P. Lovecraft's grave

gvr@cs.brown.edu (George V. Reilly) writes:
>This afternoon a friend and I were cycling through Swan Point cemetery
>here in Providence, when a stranger stopped us and asked us if we knew
>where the grave of H. P. Lovecraft was.  We didn't, but we found it some
>time later.  ...  I'm not familiar with Lovecraft's work, so the
>significance of the ginger roots completely escapes me.  Can someone
>explain this or must I seek out the answer in the Necronomicon?

I am.  There isn't any.  :-) Unless it's something *really* obscure, or
I've completely forgotten...

   Perhaps it's a meek attempt at something else, or it might be complete
coincidence.  The 'critical' days of HPL aren't too near, so it's not
likely to be a leftover.

   BTW, the Necronomicon is an invention of Howard Phillips himself.  The
Avon paperback you see at stores is a complete fraud, as are the other
attempts I have had people try to sell me.  So don't look for it in a
library, (except perhaps at Miskatonic University :-)

   If you're interested, though, I do recommend HPL's works, especially the
later stuff.

reynhout@cs.uri.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 15:28:15 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: McCaffrey

"To Ride Pegasus" has been out in paperback for many years (in fact, it was
only published in hardcover for the first time last year), so I assume you
are looking for "Pegasus in Flight." Bad news. According to *Forthcoming
Books*, the update for Books in Print, neither "The Rowan" or "Pegasus in
Flight" has been published in paperback (up to June of this year) and no
announcement has been made about putting them out (through October). Sorry.

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 11:56:46 GMT
From: harwoodm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Malcolm J. Harwood)
Subject: Re: McCaffrey

K42@dhdurz1.BITNET (Monika Best) writes:
>Hi, everybody! A friend of mine is looking for two books by Anne
>McCaffrey, "To Ride Pegasus" and "The Rowan". Does anybody know if they
>are out as paperbacks already, and if so, where they are published?

To Ride Pegasus has been out in paperback for several years, if you
actually mean the sequel 'Pegasus in Flight' it sould be out soon in the
horrible large size paperback.

The Rowan is out in paperback (large size was out a few months ago).  Where
are they published? Do you mean which countries? Or the site of the
printing press? Well both are out in the UK and the States are usually a
few months ahead of us...

Hope that helps,

Malcolm J. Harwood
Department of Computer Science
University of Manchester, England
harwoodm@uk.ac.man.cs.p4

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 06:29:00 GMT
From: wales@valeria.cs.ucla.edu (Rich Wales)
Subject: Michael McCollum -- any new novels?

Does anyone know if Michael McCollum is planning any more novels?

I'd love to hear that he's working on a third book for either his "Life
Probe" or "Antares Dawn" series - though, by now, I've rather despaired of
this ever happening.

Rich Wales
UCLA Computer Science Department
3531 Boelter Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90024-1596
+1 (213) 825-5683
wales@CS.UCLA.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 15:37:40 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Michael McCollum -- any new novels?

wales@valeria.cs.ucla.edu (Rich Wales) writes:
>Does anyone know if Michael McCollum is planning any more novels?

I don't know for sure, but I'd be surprised if he isn't.  I think
_Thunder_Strike_ is still his latest, though.

>I'd love to hear that he's working on a third book for either his "Life
>Probe" or "Antares Dawn" series - though, by now, I've rather despaired
>of this ever happening.

I'd heard a rumor a few months ago that he WAS working on a third Antares
novel, but so far it's only been a rumor.

Michael Rawdon
Internet: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu
Bitnet: CS6FECU@TCSVM

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 15:36:38 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: Rachel in Love/Eva

I finally read Pat Murphy's "Rachel in Love" (1987) last night and was
disturbed by its extreme similarity to Peter Dickinson's _Eva_ (1989).
Briefly, and without major spoilers, both concern a scientist's daughter,
fatally injured in a car accident, whose mind is superimposed on a
chimpanzee's; in both cases, there is interaction between the human and
chimp personalities.

I read _Eva_ when it came out and loved it (though not without
reservations); I have been a fan of Dickinson's for years.  His _Poison
Oracle_ concerned an intelligent chimpanzee who was a prime witness to a
murder; I'm not sure when it was written but it's not recent.  So there's
previous evidence of an interest in non-human primates and their
interaction with humans.  What I'm dancing around here is, did Dickinson
get his idea from Murphy?  If so, was that okay?  Has anyone else noticed
the similarity (which is pretty hard to miss)?  If so, were you bothered by
it?  Does anyone know if either of the authors have commented on it?  I may
feel compelled to dig up reviews of _Eva_, to see if reviewers commented on
this.

Comments, please.

Cynthia Teague
cteague@uvmvm

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 21:29:43 GMT
From: mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com (Mark Brown)
Subject: Re: Rachel in Love/Eva

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (Cynthia Teague) writes:
>I finally read Pat Murphy's "Rachel in Love" (1987) last night and was
>disturbed by its extreme similarity to Peter Dickinson's _Eva_ (1989).
>Briefly, and without major spoilers, both concern a scientist's daughter,
>fatally injured in a car accident, whose mind is superimposed on a
>chimpanzee's; in both cases, there is interaction between the human and
>chimp personalities.
[and expresses concern about similarity of story ideas]

As I recall, around that time there was a plethora of "chimpanzee stories"
in various SF mags including one containing human/chimp sex, I think.

I remarked on it at the time, and still wonder if there was some scientific
article/con bar conversation/news story that spurred all those stories.

Mark Brown
IBM PSP Austin, TX
(512) 823-3741   
mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 18:56:06 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Rachel in Love/Eva

mbrown@testsys.austin.ibm.com (Mark Brown) writes:
>CTEAGUE@uvmvm.BITNET (cynthia teague) writes:
>>I finally read Pat Murphy's "Rachel in Love" (1987) last night and was
>>disturbed by its extreme similarity to Peter Dickinson's _Eva_ (1989).
>
>As I recall, around that time there was a plethora of "chimpanzee stories"
>in various SF mags...including one containing human/chimp sex, I think.

You're probably thinking of "Surviving," by Judith Moffet, which is about a
girl who is raised by chimps.

>I remarked on it at the time, and still wonder if there was some
>scientific article/con bar conversation/news story that spurred all those
>stories.

Talking about stories with similar themes cropping up during a particular
period, remember a few years ago when every time you turned around there
was a new Arthurian novel/series/movie?  Now it's Robin Hood.  What next?

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 00:42:39 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Rachel in Love/Eva

Three points: 1, Is Peter Dickinson an sf person or a scientifically
oriented mainstream novelist?
 
2, Cynthia Teague's description of his earlier work makes it clear he was
writing about chimps already anyway.
 
3, Publishing lead times being what they apparently are, a novel published
in 1989 was probably finished (or nearly so) in 1987.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 21:58:50 GMT
From: mgates@entiat.boeing.com (Michael Gates)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu (Steven Lowe Hayes) writes:
>After having recently reread my copies of _Ringworld_ and _Ringworld
>Engineers_, and loving them a second time, I noticed in the cover of one
>of these books a mention of Niven's _Known Space(?)_ series.  I have never
>seen these books in my local bookstore - I take it they are pretty old.
>Can anyone tell me something of these books?  A list of the books
>belonging in this grouping would be most helpful, and opinions as to
>whether they are worth looking for; e-mail responses would be most
>appropriate.  Thanks in advance!

Ringworld and Ringworld Engineers are two of them :)

Also World of Ptavvs, The Gift from Earth, Protector, The Patchwork Girl,
and numerous short stories in things like Tales of Known Space, Neutron
Star, The Long Arm of Gil Hamilton, and the Man Kzin Wars books. I have
probably missed or misnamed a few.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 19:17:37 GMT
From: danw@hazel.hac.com (Dan White)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

"Known Space" is the collective name for the science fiction universe of
Larry Niven. If it's Niven SF, it's part of Known Space.

Dan White
danw@mitchell.hac.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 20:17:13 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

danw@hazel.hac.com (Dan White) writes:
>"Known Space" is the collective name for the science fiction universe of
>Larry Niven. If it's Niven SF, it's part of Known Space.

Au contraire. Counterexamples: "What Can You Say About Chocolate Covered
Manhole Covers?", "Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex", "The Hole Man", "The
Flight of the Horse", "The Mote in God's Eye", etc.

But still, *most* of Niven's SF is either part of Known Space, or at least
can be construed to be connected to Known Space.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com 
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 03:59:26 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

doug@netcom (Doug Merritt) writes:
>danw@hazel.hac.com (Dan White) writes:
>>"Known Space" is the collective name for the science fiction universe of
>>Larry Niven. If it's Niven SF, it's part of Known Space.
>
>Au contraire. Counterexamples: "What Can You Say About Chocolate Covered
>Manhole Covers?", "Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex", "The Hole Man", "The
>Flight of the Horse", "The Mote in God's Eye", etc.
>
>But still, *most* of Niven's SF is either part of Known Space, or at least
>can be construed to be connected to Known Space.  	

I have to disagree.  It's true that a lot of what Niven has written is
Known Space material, but he also has at least two other major series: the
Leshy Circuit (Integral Trees, A World Out Of Time, lots of short
stories...) as well as his magic series.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 16:04:57 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>doug@netcom (Doug Merritt) writes:
>>But still, *most* of Niven's SF is either part of Known Space, or at
>
>I have to disagree.  It's true that a lot of what Niven has written is
>Known Space material, but he also has at least two other major series: the
>Leshy Circuit (Integral Trees, A World Out Of Time, lots of short
>stories...) as well as his magic series.

Well, it's just that I have heard people argue fairly reasonably that the
Leshy Circuit really *is* compatible with Known Space, so I was temporarily
making that assumption. I'm not stuck on it, but it seems reasonable. All
of that either predates or postdates Known Space, so it's hard to judge for
sure.

And as for magic, the original poster specifically said "Niven's SF", so I
thought it best not to raise the subject of Niven's fantasy at all.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug	
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 20:37:30 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
> Well, it's just that I have heard people argue fairly reasonably that the
> Leshy Circuit really *is* compatible with Known Space, so I was
> temporarily making that assumption. I'm not stuck on it, but it seems
> reasonable. All of that either predates or postdates Known Space, so it's
> hard to judge for sure.

"Leshy Circuit" is a phrase I've not seen before; does it appear in any of
Niven's stories?  (I'd thought that I'd read them all already...)

Anyway, I don't see how that position can possibly be defended.  A World
out of Time makes two facts clear.  First, that the State existed
continuously on Earth from the 21st century or so, into the far distant
future.  Second, that in the universe of the State there is no
faster-than-light travel.  Neither fact can be reconciled with Known Space.

(And how can Earth's existence in World out of Time, most of a million
years in the future, be reconciled with the explosion of the galaxy in
Known Space?  "Down in Flames," even if you choose to accept it as
canonical, only makes things worse.)

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet	 
austern@csa.lbl.gov	 

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 91 02:51:19 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

doug@netcom (Doug Merritt) writes:
>dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>>doug@netcom (Doug Merritt) writes:
>>>But still, *most* of Niven's SF is either part of Known Space, or at
>
>>I have to disagree.  It's true that a lot of what Niven has written is
>>Known Space material, but he also has at least two other major series:
>>the Leshy Circuit (Integral Trees, A World Out Of Time, lots of short
>>stories...) as well as his magic series.
>
>Well, it's just that I have heard people argue fairly reasonably that the
>Leshy Circuit really *is* compatible with Known Space, so I was
>temporarily making that assumption. I'm not stuck on it, but it seems
>reasonable. All of that either predates or postdates Known Space, so it's
>hard to judge for sure.

I would be hard pressed to make a case that Leshy Circuit == Known Space.
Besides the obvious technological differences, IMHO, Known Space offers a
much more optimistic view of the future than Leshy Cirucuit (compare "Safe
at Any Speed" with "The Rammer" (which later became the first chapter of
aWooT)).

Also, Niven himself draws a distinction betweeen the two in the
bibliography at the end of _Tales of Known Space_.

>And as for magic, the original poster specifically said "Niven's SF", so I
>thought it best not to raise the subject of Niven's fantasy at all.

I guess I missed that bit about "SF" in the original post.  However,
Niven's "fantasy" is certainly the 'hardest' fantasy (if you will) of any
I've happened to read.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 91 13:02:12 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Niven's Known Space Series

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>Anyway, I don't see how that position can possibly be defended.  A World
>out of Time makes two facts clear.  First, that the State existed
>continuously on Earth from the 21st century or so, into the far distant
>future.  Second, that in the universe of the State there is no
>faster-than-light travel.  Neither fact can be reconciled with Known
>Space.

Not quite. The State was never really visible. All we saw was what a single
confined individual was *told*. One can argue that he was under the control
of people who gave him completely the wrong impression for purposes of
their own. Same thing with the ramscoop versus FTL.

And the Boys in World out of Time didn't give a definitive enough history
such that we can be positive of a contradiction. I mean, I'll take your
word for it that the 21st century was specifically mentioned, but the
speaker could be lying, mistaken, etc.

I admit that it's a stretch. Like I said, I'm not a firm believer in this
point of view. But even though it may seem unlikely, it is possible that
Niven might write some future story that used this "loophole" to integrate
the two apparently separate universes, and what had been improbable would
become fact.

>(And how can Earth's existence in World out of Time, most of a million
>years in the future, be reconciled with the explosion of the galaxy in
>Known Space?

Again, we don't know for absolutely positive that the galaxy was exploding,
or that it will continue to explode, etc. See point 3 in Niven's
"Preliminary Outline (in "N Space") for how he might have killed off Known
Space: "The core is not exploding". (BTW Niven did not go with that
outline. Yet. :-)

>"Down in Flames," even if you choose to accept it as canonical, only makes
>things worse.)

I've forgotten what this one's about.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Burroughs & Card (2 msgs) &
                   Heinlein (5 msgs) & Lovecraft & Steakley &
                   Stirling

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 16:19:13 GMT
From: gdtltr@brahms.udel.edu (gdtltr@limbo.org (The Befuddled One))
Subject: Foundation and Earth

   Does anyone actually buy the explanations at the end of this thing? If
not inconsistent, it certainly seems to be changing the rules on us. I
don't know why they bothered putting "Foundation" in the title (except to
link it with the other Foundation books). The whole conclusion seems to be
based on the rather weak assumption that the Galaxy will soon be invaded by
little green men from the third galaxy on the left.
   Pardon me if this is an old topic; I just this month got around to
reading the series.

Gary Duzan
gdtltr@brahms.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 06:26:40 GMT
From: hobbit@shum.huji.ac.il (yoav gonen)
Subject: No more Asimov's!

>>     Can anyone tell me if Isaac Asimov has any more Foundation novels in
>>the works? The ending of Foundation and Earth seemed to leave some things
>>unresolved. I am a huge fan of the Foundation series and all the related
>>robot novels, etc. The magnum opus of science fiction, IMO. I want more.
>                                                              
>I heard he is working on a novel called "Forward to Foundation", which is
>supposed to come out in October or November 91. Judging from the title
>this is probably a story that happens between "Prelude to Foundation" and
>"Foundation".

Enough with Asimov! After his last novel: "Prelude to Foundation" I've come
to conclusion that Asimov has nothing to sell us anymore. Somehow he always
wants to push the human-robot Danil to his books.  In "Prelude" it comes to
absurd!  Stupid ending to what could have been his best novel.

True, Asimov wrote great books in his life (All the "Foundations", All the
books about robots in Earth, "Robots of Dawn", "Robots and Empire", and so
on), but now Asimov himself can't find his place in the large universe he
created.

"I want More" - Come on! Believe me, the new book (if it is published) will
be probably another stupid one, in which the hero (or his friend) is a
robot like Danil who is protecting us from all evil.

What is not finished in "Foundation and Earth"? I really think that this
book closed all the circles. That's why Asimov started writing about the
era between the Galactic Empire and the Foundation.

In order to keep Asimov's good name, I'm calling him from here NOT to write
any more books...

Yoav Gonen
The Hebrew University, Givat Ram
Jerusalem, Israel
hobbit@shum.huji.ac.il

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 19:21:54 GMT
From: billw@emperor.scs.com (Bill Wright)
Subject: Edgar Rice Burroughs' Carson of Venus Books

Could someone tell me how many books are in this series and in what order
they are in.  I have three of them, but they are not numbered in any way.
Also, can someone give me the same information about the Pellucidar series.
I read this series in junior highschool and loved it.  I would like to
refresh my memory.

Thanks a lot.

Bill Wright				
Mentor Graphics
San Jose, CA

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 04:09:13 GMT
From: 665instr@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Ian)
Subject: Gloriously Bright (Was CHUNG KUO - the Middle Kingdom)

wangc@cpsc.UCalgary.ca (wangc) writes:
> In fact, the whole book has major problems: the lack of depth of culture,
> the clumsiness of the plotting, the flatness of the language, except
> where it's livened up by dreadfully Mills-and-Boonish overwritten prose,
> and the weakness of inter-character relationships.  Maybe this explains
> the hyper-hype: it's the only way they'll be able to see it.  By the time
> NEL get to volume three of the seven, _Chung Kuo_ will be lucky if it
> comes out in anything more than low-run mass-market paperback.

That's too bad about that book. Recently, I read a good story centering
around Chinese characters in the future.

It's called "Gloriously Bright" and was written by Orson Scott Card, and
published as a novel in the "Special Double Aniversary Issue" of Analog,
January 1991.

It is set in Card's "Enders Game" universe, and is about a man named Han
Fei-tzu (named after the philosopher) and his daughter Qing-jiao (i.e.,
"Gloriously Bright") who was named after a poet. I found it fascinating.
The Starways Congress would employ these really bright Chinese
intellectuals from the Confucianist planet, Path, to solve their problems.
These people were the "godspoken" - an aristrocratic high class who are
incredibly intelligent, and are identified by compulsive-obsessive-like
behaviour when "the gods command them".

The story also features Jane, Ender's intelligent computer program.

I've not read "Enders Game" or any of the other books in the series, but I
could follow this story well anyway and found it entertaining.
 
Ian Chai
Internet: chai@cs.ukans.edu
Bitnet: 665instr@ukanvax

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 19:17:42 GMT
From: marotta@hannah.enet.dec.com
Subject: "Treason" vs "A Planet Called Treason"

I'm a big OS Card fan, and I have read both the old and newer versions of
his novel "Treason."  I read the original novel before he rewrote it, but I
knew it was an early effort from the writer.  That shows.  The story is
rough, the characters sketchy.  The basic premise was existing, but
unrefined.  Therefore, I applauded his release of a rewrite.  I think this
was a great way for Mr. Card to reflect on his growth as a writer.  The
difference between the two versions is skill. The rewrite is smoother, more
emotionally gripping, and more powerful in impact.  The characterization
leaves less to the imagination, and Card's intentions as a writer shine in
his rewrite, as they do in all his recent fiction.  The endings are
different, as well, I think the rewrite is less ambiguous.  If I remember
correctly, Card discusses his reasoning for rewriting his earlier novel, in
the later "A Planet Called Treason."

The comparison of the two is illustrative.  The early version is charming
in a primitive and physical way.  The rewrite is polished and clear, like
most of Card's recent works.

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 17:33:13 GMT
From: kousen@rayleigh (kousen)
Subject: Re: Later Heinlein (was Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order)

Tony Wesley said,
>  Are there any fans who think the later stuff, such of _NotB_, _JOB_ and
>  _TSBtS_ are better than _Starship Troopers_ and _The Moon is a Harsh
>  Mistress_?  No flames, please.  I'm just curious.

_JOB_ is one of my all-time favorite Heinlein novels, but then, I always
enjoyed his alternate history-type stuff.  He was a real master at showing
you the world around the location of the novel without hitting you over the
head with it.  I think _Friday_ was fun in this respect as well, and about
the only line I really liked in _To Sail Beyond The Sunset_ was the side
comment about Patton's Panzers rolling into Czechoslovakia and driving out
the Russians in the late '40's :-).

_NotB_ (_The Number of the Beast_ for those who've forgotten by now) I
didn't like at all, partly because the original four characters were so
super-human they were completely unbelievable (and, even worse from a
fiction point of view, virtually invulnerable).  Also, once the transition
was made to the "alternate universes," he assembled such a powerful,
dynamic group of characters together that it was impossible to imagine
anything that could stand up to them.  The "villains" appeared only
tangentially, and the foreshadowed fight against them never amounted to
anything, even in the later books.

I guess what I really wound up objecting to was that _NotB_, _TSBtS_, The
Cat Who Walks Through Walls, et cetera, were all part of a Grand
Unification of all his works that never seemed all that interesting to me.
Oh sure, I was amused when Hazel Stone showed up, since I hadn't read The
Rolling Stones for years, but he went *way* overboard.  Also, so many of
Heinlein's main characters were strong-willed and highly opinionated, that
when you got them together they simply sat there and argued for page after
page after page...

This, incidentally, brings me to my main problem with _I Will Fear No
Evil_.  He set up a couple of characters, ran his "brain transfer,"
complained about the world around him, and that's about it.  The bloody
thing took about 40,000 pages (maybe a slight exaggeration, but it felt
that way to me) to do so, too.  Heinlein always had something to say, but
very early on in that book I wished he would just say it and get it over
with!

Sorry about the long post, but I was (and still am) a devoted Heinlein fan
for most of my life.

Ken Kousen
United Technologies Research Center
East Hartford, CT
kousen@rayleigh.res.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 20:18:48 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Later Heinlein (was Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order)

kousen@rayleigh (kousen) writes:
>_NotB_ (_The Number of the Beast_ for those who've forgotten by now) I
>didn't like at all, partly because the original four characters were so
>super-human they were completely unbelievable (and, even worse from a
>fiction point of view, virtually invulnerable).
 
 Not to mention totally interchangeable. In any of the long dialog
passages, you can't really tell which one is speaking at any given point.
Not that it matters anyways. None of them had anything interesting to say.
 
 I'm a Heinlein fan myself. But _Number of the Beast_ was by far the worst
thing I've read by him.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 20:34:12 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Later Heinlein (was Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order)

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>>_NotB_ (_The Number of the Beast_ for those who've forgotten by now) I
>>didn't like at all, partly because the original four characters were so
>>super-human they were completely unbelievable (and, even worse from a
>>fiction point of view, virtually invulnerable).

   I didn't find them unbelievable; I know several people who ARE like that
(no, I'm not one of them; the physical requirements would lose me, and I'm
not nearly as well read), so as heroes they seemed proper.
   Nor did they seem all THAT invulnerable; until they started getting a
real handle on how to deal with the time-twister, they needed a lot of fast
footwork, fast talking, and luck to get out of their situations.

> Not to mention totally interchangeable. In any of the long dialog
>passages, you can't really tell which one is speaking at any given point.
>Not that it matters anyways. None of them had anything interesting to say.

   Interchangeable I agree on. They were basically the same person (Homo
Heinlein). I thought some of them had interesting things to say, although
he'd said it all before in other stories.

   Where NOTB really died for me was at the point when Lazarus Long
entered. He'd set up this marvelous gadget for visiting fictional
universes, then had to come up with some jerry-rigged explanation for why
none of those fictional worlds was a suitable one for them to stop in, and
then make his characters meet his OTHER characters. Then it just became a
sort of literary self-handshaking exercise.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 12:44:03 GMT
From: jufier@daimi.aau.dk (Svend Jules Fjerdingstad)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu (WESLEY ANTHONY    ) writes:
>Are there any fans who think the later stuff, such of _NotB_, _JOB_ and
>_TSBtS_ are better than _Starship Troopers_ and _The Moon is a Harsh
>Mistress_?  No flames, please.  I'm just curious.

Well, actually I enjoyed reading _JOB_ very much. I definitely think it's
one of RAH's best novels - comparable to _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_,
also one of my favorites. I found _JOB_ to be a much more interesting read
than several of his earlier works which were not very thought-provoking,
although most of them were quite enjoyable.

What's your reason for disliking _JOB_? Is it RAH's attitude towards
religion?

I bought _NotB_ a couple of years ago, but I haven't read it yet because
it's huge in volume and because everybody (including several of my friends)
seem(s) to agree that it isn't worth the time. I'll probably skip _TSBtS_
for the same reasons.

Svend Jules Fjerdingstad
Computer Science Department
University of Aarhus
Ny Munkegade 116, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark
jufier@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 04:04:10 GMT
From: awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu (WESLEY ANTHONY    )
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

jufier@daimi.aau.dk (Svend Jules Fjerdingstad) writes:
I asked:
>>Are there any fans who think the later stuff [is better]?
>Well, actually I enjoyed reading _JOB_ very much. I definitely think it's
>one of RAH's best novels - comparable to _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_,
>also one of my favorites. I found _JOB_ to be a much more interesting read
>than several of his earlier works which were not very thought-provoking,
>although most of them were quite enjoyable.

>What's your reason for disliking _JOB_? Is it RAH's attitude towards
>religion?

No, not religion.  I love to poke fun at that sacred cow.  I didn't like it
as a read, not because it was unsettling.

I'm not sure why I didn't like it - I don't remember it that well to
analyze it.  It seemed to me to be as (to borrow a phrase) a story that
ends "And the boy woke up and it was all a bad dream."  The ending didn't
work for me.

Tony Wesley
RPT Software
(313) 274-2080
awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 14:07:14 GMT
From: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu ("Chris Jarocha-Ernst ", Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Subject: Re: Lovecraft's grave (SF-LOVERS Digest V16 #256)

gvr@cs.brown.edu (George V. Reilly) writes:
> Lovecraft has just a simple headstone in a row of four headstones.  In
> front of the headstone, we found three ginger roots (I thought at first
> they might be mandrakes, but they were not man-shaped and smelt of
> ginger), a pinecone, and a couple of one-cent coins.  On top of the
> headstone there was another coin: a quarter.  None of the other graves
> had anything in front of them, so I assume these objects were left by
> Lovecraft fans.
>
> I'm not familiar with Lovecraft's work, so the significance of the ginger
> roots completely escapes me.  Can someone explain this or must I seek out
> the answer in the Necronomicon?

I'm unaware of any significance of ginger in HPL's life.  The pinecone and
the coins are similarly a mystery to me.  I suspect they have more
significance in the life of the person who placed them on the grave.

When I visited the gravesite during last year's Lovecraft Centennial
Conference, there were a number of things on HPL's grave, including
flowers.  The most unusual item I saw was a large growth of fungus,
obviously carefully imported for the Centennial.  It was about 18 inches
long and 8 inches high, colored a beautiful bright orange.

"How appropriate," I thought.  "Someone brought fungi *to* Yuggoth."

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
Rutgers University Computing Services   
P. O. Box 879
Piscataway, NJ 08855-0879
(908) 932-0265                          
UUCP: cje@elbereth.rutgers.edu
BITnet: JAROCHAERNST@ZODIAC

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 18:45:39 GMT
From: v112j497@ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (James Brognano)
Subject: John Steakley, "ARMOR"

The SF book "ARMOR" by John Steakley came out a few years ago and I was
wondering if a sequel has been written or is planned by the author?  If so,
when or where can it be found?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 13:05:23 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: S.M. Stirling/Draka question

I realize this was just discussed a little while ago, but could someone
tell me what the proper order of reading is for the S.M. Stirling Draka
books?  I just got _The Stone Dogs_ the other day, but I can't find any of
the other books, so I'm not sure where this one fits in (pet peeve: don't
you hate it when they make no mention inside the book of what other books
are in the series?  It is not only common sense but good marketing.  Of
course, if this is the first printing of the first book, then that explains
it).  Is Stirling listed in the Alternate History list?  I missed it the
last time it was posted.  Paul S.

P.S. On the subject of lists, does anyone know if there is a list dealing
with Mysterious Alien Artifact novels?  I'm thinking along the lines of
books like Ringworld, Rama, Gateway, Eon, etc.  Thanks.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Books - Ore & Saberhagen (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 04:11:51 GMT
From: cortesi@informix.com (David Cortesi)
Subject: Review and Critique of Rebecca Ore's "Alien" trilogy

Ore, Rebecca
Becoming Alien
TOR Books
New York
January 1988
313 pages
$3.95
ISBN 0-812-50313-9
 
Ore, Rebecca
Being Alien
TOR Books
New York
September 1989
277 pages
$3.95
ISBN 0-812-54792-6
 
Ore, Rebecca
Human to Human
TOR Books
New York
November 1990
282 pages
$3.95
ISBN 0-812-50045-8
 
The central concern of Rebecca Ore's trilogy is loneliness: the tragic
loneliness to which each thinking being is condemned because it can know
the mind of others only through external signs. We already know how hard it
is to commune with another human. How much harder would it be (Ore asks) if
the other were something like a thinking bat? Or like a bird, or a bear?
Given good will, she concludes, and watchful containment of the inevitable
fear, it may not be so hard. In the end it might be easier to trust, even
to love, the scaled or feathered nonterrestrial than one's own kind. But
what if, once you were at home with the alien, you found that your own
people needed you more?
 
Questions like these - questions of divided loyalty, of alienation from
one's birth culture, could easily be posed in a mainstream novel. But it is
the nature of good science fiction to co-opt a simple, even trite human
conflict and use it as a sort of engine to drive a much larger mechanism of
speculation, like a plain electric motor driving the dizzy motions of a
kinetic sculpture.
 
In Ore's trilogy the visible structure is a richly-imagined, entertaining
assemblage of aliens. She lifts their physiologies and root behavior
patterns from earthly zoology, but extrapolates these into credible social
usages and speech patterns in the best style of speculative fiction.
Examples: The civilized and crafty bird who, when he comes to your house
for dinner, brings along crop stones folded in a clean napkin, and after
digesting the meal, regurgitates them and gives them in the napkin to a
servant to clean.  Or the folk who as infants are reared in a pouch, and
who keep soft, cylindrical couches to crawl into to sleep.
 
Among the hundred-odd species in Ore's Federation are not a few descended
from brachiating apes, as is our human kind. It ours is but one of a number
of species that have not yet mastered the "gate" technology that makes a
species elegible for contact.
 
In _Becoming Alien_, Tom is an alienated teenage dropout in rural Virginia.
He saves a real alien from a wrecked Federation vehicle; hides him;
befriends him. Then, in part through Tom's inability to judge human nature,
the alien is killed, not long before a rescue party traces him. It develops
that the alien has in his journal left Tom a legacy: a recommendation that
he is enough of a xenophile to be what the alien was, a cadet in the
Institute for First Contact, covertly studying sapient species and
inducting them into the Federation when they discover the space "gates" for
interstellar travel.
 
Tom accepts. Through the rest of the book he is schooled by the Institute
and takes part in two First Contacts. One goes disastrously wrong; the
other succeeds after Tom spends weeks in alien hands, working through fear
and distrust on all sides. By the end he has achieved responsibility and a
place in the society of Karst, the Federation capitol planet.
 
In _Being Alien_ Tom returns to Earth on a dual mission: overtly to study
parallel cases of culture-contact shock in human society; semi-officially
to find a mate. He is stationed in Berkeley, California, a place where Tom,
redneck kid, feels as alien as would any other resident of Karst. Indeed
some of the other aliens (there are quite a few surgically-altered aliens
among us) are more at home in Berkeley society than he is. (Ore has quite a
bit of fun with the idea of aliens passing unremarked in California life.)
Nevertheless Tom manages to make contact with a woman who will accept him
and his offer of a life off-planet. He takes her and her sister and
brother-in-law back to Karst. The bulk of the book is about how these
people find successes and intimacies in alien society that had eluded Tom,
and the conflicts that result.
 
Again, comparable emotional situations could be played out in an ordinary
novel; but again Ore uses them to propel, to add emotional tension and
credibility to, an overt plot sequence of alien infiltration, difficult
first contacts, and Federation politics.
 
In _Human To Human_ Tom and his wife and 8-year-old son are asked to take
into their home and study a family of suspicious, possibly treacherous,
aliens whose species has rejected Federation contact. This intrusion raises
the tension in what is already a tense household.  Ultimately there are
tragic consequences that stem in part from Tom's own lack of patience and
self-insight. However, Earth has just mastered gate technology. As either a
punishment or a last chance to make good, Tom is assigned to the Earth
contact team. He does not botch it even though operating under an ignoble
inner conflict: if Earth enters the Federation, there will be many more
humans on Karst, some more handsome or clever than he, and he is insecure
enough to fear losing his authority, or wife, or perhaps only his
uniqueness to them. At the end he returns to Karst and achieves a difficult
reconciliation with his family and his life.
 
(Review ends; critical discussion begins; SPOILERS may appear.)
 
Becoming Alien was Ore's first published novel. I didn't need Ben Bova's
preface to tell me so; "first novel" is written clearly throughout.  If you
have read work by beginning writers, as an editor or as a member of a
writing circle, you will find the weaknesses all too familiar: awkward
transitions; fuzzy descriptions; major plot points scanted while trivial
ones are written out at tedious length; dialog such as no human could ever
speak; conversations that never reach a climax or a point. What was
published as _Being Alien_ should have been treated as a first draft; the
story deserves better telling.
 
The second and third volumes are more competent, but Ore made one
fundamental structural error that plagues all three: the customary
beginner's error of opting for first person point of view. First person POV
is not always wrong; any reader can rattle off a list of writers that used
it well. (Start with Melville and "Call me Ishmael;" skip to Gene Wolfe and
the Book of the New Sun; recall John D. Macdonald's "Travis McGee" novels;
and on.)  But Ore's trilogy demonstrates all the very cogent reasons why a
beginner should never use it.
 
The nature of first person is that the only story that can be told is the
one witnessed by the protagonist; and it can only be told in the
protagonist's voice.  It follows that the protagonist must have freedom of
movement within the story, able to be present at all its important events
and privy to the secrets of the other characters. Even more important the
protagonist must have a personality and turn of phrase that permits
reciting the story with clarity, color and emotion.
 
Alas, Ore's Tom lacks the needed qualities. He begins the story untravelled
and unschooled and spends the whole first volume at the very bottom of the
Federation's hierarchy. He can see only enough of the events around him to
know that there is a lot going on that he is not in on. For the reader,
seeing Karst only through his eyes is like watching a ball game through a
knothole.
 
Worse, Tom is a flat and unimaginative narrator. He recounts events but
does not reflect on them, nor does he tell the story in interesting
language.  I am not sure to what extent this reflects shortcomings in Ore's
own diction, and to what extent it results from her writing the story in
character as Tom.  But the net effect is what a psychiatrist would call
"flat affect": exciting events and colorful scenes reported with an
inappropriate lack of emotion, in a monotone.
 
To finish drubbing the main character, it is especially unfortunate that we
have to walk in his shoes for three volumes because he is simply not a
likable person. His only virtue is a dogged persistence.  His faults are
many: he is perpetually insecure, holds grudges, distrusts his intimates,
fears to love, is thoughtless and a prig.  And he learns slowly if at all;
the marital crisis at the end of the third volume is the result of tiresome
attitudes that he should have outgrown in volume one.
 
I came very near to not reading past the first volume. What teased me back
was Ore's imagination. Weak though the writing was, her aliens tugged at
me. They are a good-hearted, courageous, likable crew and Ore has imagined
them into high relief. I found that I wanted to know more about them and
their unlikely Federation.  They bumble and agonize like humans, yet the
distinctive character of each species has been carefully and credibly
worked out.  So too are the personalities of the main characters: Black
Amber the ambitious polititian; Karriaagzh the crafty, visionary executive;
Rhyodolite the tease; Alex who has stayed too long in Berkeley and gone
native - all nonterrestrials with fur, feathers, or unhuman musculature,
yet with reassuringly human failings.
 
In the end what is truly distinctive about Ore's vision is that she
portrays an interstellar society that does not rely for its success on
better hardware, but only on good will and constant striving for better
understanding of others.  She depicts a government whose response to armed
attack is to kidnap a few of the opposition and put them out among its
citizens as unwilling house guests, in hopes of learning how better to
treat with them. This is to paint as exotic a political vision as anyone
has ever proposed in science fiction.  The Federation has hardware and to
spare, but chooses to rule by the more difficult method of achieving
concensus across every barrier of species or culture.  It is hard to
dislike a writer brave enough to put forward such a speculation, especially
when she has peopled it with such inventive characters.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 12:44:27 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Berserkers (was: Saberhagen)

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>A friend of mine recommended two series by Fred Saberhagen.  One is
>the Beserker series...
>
>I have two questions: One is the Beserker series any good and what order
>should they be read in (a list of the titles would help).
 
 There are many books in the Berserker series, and I haven't read them all,
but to start with I would reccomend the short story collection _The
Berserker Wars_. It gives a good feel for the Berserker milieu and after
reading it, you'll probably have a good idea of whether you want to get
more of the books.
 
 The "series" isn't really a series in the sense of a linearly plotted
collection of sequels. It's more like a group of self- contained novels
taking place in the same Universe. Thus, I don't think there is any
particular order in which one has to read the books in order to understand
them.
 
 One thing I like about Saberhagen's setting for the Berserker stories is
that it's a large and diverse Universe. The human worlds aren't all clones
of one another; there are many cultures and civilizations at different
levels of development. The only common element among the stories is the
existence of the Berserkers.
 
 This sort of setting lends itself well to the inclusion of other authors.
The anthology _Berserker Base_ contains Berserker stories by several other
authors, including Larry Niven, Roger Zelazny, and Stephen Donaldson (who
surprised me by writing one of the better stories in the book, even though
I don't like most of his writing).
 
 Aside from those, I can't give a complete list of titles, but anything
with Saberhagen as the author and "Berserker" in the title is a good bet.
(-:

>These are hard SF and not fantasy right?
 
 Given the arguments over what's "hard" SF and what's not, I'll keep away
from this issue. But they're definitely SF.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 16:16:09 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>A friend of mine recommended two series by Fred Saberhagen.  One is the
>Beserker series and the other is about Dracula.  I have two questions: One
>is the Beserker series any good and what order should they be read in (a
>list of the titles would help).  Also curious about the Dracula series and
>need the same information.
>
>These (at least Beserker) are hard SF and not fantasy right?

   Your last question first: Berserker is not hard SF unless you consider
FTL and sometime PSI powers hard SF. It's hard-edged in that most Berserker
stories are problem stories: you have a specific problem that you have to
solve.
	
   I highly recommend anything by Saberhagen. The Berserker series is
considered by some to have been his greatest creation (others vote for the
Swords, I believe). The order of reading is not overwhelmingly important,
although the first collection (BERSERKER) is a good first choice. I don't
remember ALL the titles offhand, but here are a few: BERSERKER, THE
ULTIMATE ENEMY, BROTHER ASSASSIN, BERSERKER PLANET, BERSERKER MAN, and
several others, including several collaborations with other authors, like
BERSERKER BASE.

   The Dracula series is, in my own opinion, marvelous. I loved the way he
clarified some of the contradictions in the original novel and managed to
make the transition through the ages of our favorite bloodsucker
INTERESTING. The Dracula books are well worth reading, and are: _The
Holmes-Dracula File_, _The Dracula Tape_, _An Old Friend of the Family_,
_Thorn_, and _Dominion_. Of these, the last three SHOULD be read in the
order I gave them; the others don't HAVE to be read in any particular
order, but if I had to be pressed on order, I'd say read The Dracula Tape
first but, only AFTER re-reading the ORIGINAL Dracula by Stoker, so as to
get the full effect of the vampire's point of view.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 03:35:03 GMT
From: jgreely@morganucodon.cis.ohio-state.edu (J Greely)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>The Dracula series is, in my own opinion, marvelous.

Yeah, what he said.  Great stuff, frequently hard to find.  My copy of TDT
went wandering a while back, and I haven't found another.

>_The Holmes-Dracula File_, _The Dracula Tape_, _An Old Friend of the
>Family_, _Thorn_, and _Dominion_.

Don't forget the most recent one: _A Matter of Taste_.  I don't think it's
in paperback yet.  Chronologically, it comes after _Dominion_.

J Greely
jgreely@cis.ohio-state.edu
osu-cis!jgreely

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 23:06:47 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Saberhagen

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>A friend of mine recommended two series by Fred Saberhagen.  One is the
>Beserker series and the other is about Dracula.  I have two questions: One
>is the Beserker series any good and what order should they be read in (a
>list of the titles would help).  Also curious about the Dracula series and
>need the same information.
>
>These (at least Beserker) are hard SF and not fantasy right?

Dracula books:
1. The Dracula Tape 
2. The Holmes-Dracula File 
3. An Old Friend of the Family 
4. Thorn 
5. Dominion 
6. A Matter of Taste 
    
Berserker books:
1. Berserker 
2. Brother Berserker Assassin (also published as 'Brother Assassin')
3. Berserker's Planet
4. Berserker Man
5. The Ultimate Enemy (also published as 'Berserkers: The Ultimate Enemy')
6. The Berserker Wars 
7. Berserker Blue Death
8. The Berserker Throne 
9. Berserker Base 

I think that this is all of them. I haven't read any of the Dracula books
but the Bersreker books are VERY good. They are definitely SF, but not I
what I would consider to be hard SF. Better still (even though they're not
SF) are the Swords books (3 in the 1st series and 12 [currently 6] in the
2nd series - the Lost Swords books).

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria Australia
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------
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                Fallen Angels (5 msgs) & Request Answer
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Date: 20 Jun 91 19:21:39 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: George O Smith

Wow!  I didn't know they still had books like this.

I just read George O Smith's "nomad".  It tastes a lot like Doc Smith, but
may be better.  Are there any other authors who have written take-offs of
the lensman series so well?  If there are a lot of books like this out
there I'd like to know.

And it is not really that much of a takeoff.  It is just Lensman-style
grand space opera.  A lot of it is not really credible, because there is a
wandering planet, and a 10th planet about 40 au out, and lots of indigenous
aliens native to the solar system, and a 1-way energy absorbing surface
field, and a mindreading device, and noone is as capable and lucky as the
hero of the book, who starts out as a captain in the Terran space force,
and ends up 10 years later the emperor of the solar system.  But it is very
fun to read.

While this is space opera, it has a very stong feel of hard science
fiction, as if it were written by someone who not only has a strong grasp
of possibilities, but also has some sort of feel for people.  It has all
the intensity of say Heinlein or EE Smith.

This is probably the best sf new to me I've read this year.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 05:33:40 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: George O. Smith

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall), who obviously has good taste,
said:

> Wow!  I didn't know they still had books like this.
>
> I just read George O Smith's "nomad".  It tastes a lot like Doc Smith,
> but may be better.  Are there any other authors who have written
> take-offs of the lensman series so well?  If there are a lot of books
> like this out there I'd like to know.
>
> And it is not really that much of a takeoff.  It is just Lensman-style
> grand space opera.  A lot of it is not really credible, because there is
> a wandering planet, and a 10th planet about 40 au out, and lots of
> indiginous aliens native to the solar system, and a 1-way energy
> absorbing surface field, and a mindreading device, and noone is as
> capable and lucky as the hero of the book, who starts out as a captain in
> the Terran space force, and ends up 10 years later the emperor of the
> solar system.  But it is very fun to read.
> 
> While this is space opera, it has a very stong feel of hard science
> fiction, as if it were written by someone who not only has a strong grasp
> of possibilities, but also has some sort of feel for people.  It has all
> the intensity of say Heinlein or EE Smith.
> 
> This is probably the best sf new to me I've read this year.

   *GRIN* glad you enjoyed it.  You might be interested to know it
originally got printed in "ASTOUNDING" in the forties; that's nearly a
fifty-year-old book you've got there.  I like it too; primarily because
George O. Smith is a techie from the git-go, and loved screwing around with
physics and electronics.  (He was mostly a communications engineer, and you
can find a lot of that microcultural milieu transplanted into orbit in the
"VENUS EQUILATERAL" stories.)
   Look for a collection titled "THE COMPLETE VENUS EQUILATERAL," which
includes two stories that weren't in the original collection.

   During the war, G.O. Smith worked on one of the projects that developed
radar-triggered anti-aircraft shells; since they needed to use tubes for
amplification in those days, Smith was involved in creating radar-frequency
tubes that could be built into the noses of cannon shells, and continue
working after incredible gee shocks.  One of the pieces he wrote for
"ASTOUNDING" after the war was an article on the subject.

  My favorite George O. Smith novel is "HIGHWAYS IN HIDING," which would
probably have nailed him an award if it hadn't been up against Frank
Herbert's first decent novel, "UNDER PRESSURE."  Keep an eye out for
Smith's "HELLFLOWER," and "THE FOURTH 'R'" ...and "THE PATH OF UNREASON,"
which is an even more classic pulp SF novel.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 20:45:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Verne's time travel mountain

   The description of Vern'e train running in a mountain and going through
time sounds a lot like Asimov's _The End of Eternity_.  I wonder if the
former work had any influence on the latter?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 21:16:28 GMT
From: MCCULLY@sncac.snc.edu
Subject: Pamela West

I would like to recommend Pamela West's novel _20/20 Vision_.

*MILD SPOILER WARNING*

Although the parallels are not exact, in some ways this book is like a very
artistic "Quantum Leap".  It would also interest people who like science
fiction novels with religious themes, since it turns out to be broadly
Christian in content.  Be warned that her style is somewhat elliptical
(perhaps because of the Moebius strip metaphor :-) ?), and so some of the
details are confusing until you get an overall grasp on what's going on.
My only criticism of it is that it is too anti-German, to the point of
offensiveness; it seemed that nothing from Germany was spiritually good,
not even the music of Bach!

Perhaps someone can answer the following questions for me:

1. What college did West work for in Pennsylvania?
2. On page 149 (paperback) she writes,"If rainbows were real, they would 
appear differently from different angles; they wouldn't always look
perfectly symmetrical.  A rainbow is just a shared illusion, a phantom
like a mirage.  A rainbow doesn't reflect in a mirror. ... no animal
can see them.  Only the highest primates ...".  Is the physics in this
passage correct? If so, why? 
3. Have real-life theorists predicted that a combination of global warming
and ozone depletion will create a haze in the sky, blocking our view of the
moon and stars? I find this frightening.

Thanks in advance.

Mike McCully
mccully@sncac.snc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 23:22:13 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Pamela West

MCCULLY@SNCAC.SNC.EDU writes:
>I would like to recommend Pamela West's novel _20/20 Vision_.
>
>2. On page 149 (paperback) she writes,"If rainbows were real, they would
>appear differently from different angles; they wouldn't always look
>perfectly symmetrical.  A rainbow is just a shared illusion, a phantom
>like a mirage.  A rainbow doesn't reflect in a mirror. ... no animal can
>see them.  Only the highest primates ...".  Is the physics in this passage
>correct? If so, why?

Rainbows are a cumulative effect of light reflecting through many drops of
water.  From the ground, they are always semi-circular, from above, they
are circular.  The shape and the apparent radius of the rainbow is a
function of the angle that the reflections happen at.  This angle is in
turn a function of index of refraction of water.

If you ever see a double rainbow, the second one is caused by some light
making an additional reflection within the drops.  Because of this, the
colors of the second rainbow are reversed from the regular order and the
second rainbow is always much dimmer.

I'm not sure if a rainbow will reflect in a mirror.  My first reaction is
that it will, but on second thought, it's possible that the reflection
through a mirror might recombine the light.  I don't think this will
happen, but I haven't tried it out.

Animals can see them if we can see them.  However, not all animals can see
all colors.  Cats, for example, can distinguish only blue light (they have
only blue color receptors, instead of the three we have).  The non-blue
part of the rainbow will probably look brighter than it's background to
them.  I believe that, of the mammals, only primates retained all three
color receptors.  Birds, however, can see all colors.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 00:15:32 GMT
From: chris@castlab.engr.wisc.edu (Christian Rohrmeier)
Subject: re: Pamela West

Re: message (to long to quote) by:
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque)dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

Well, I have seen rainbows in mirrors, so that settles that. However, there
is no reason why they shouldn't be seen in mirrors in the first place -
light is light, no matter what wave-length, if it hits a reflective surface
(especially a nice shiny mirror) it will reflect, the angle of reflection
equaling the angle of incidence. To recombine the light, you could use a
prism, which splits "white" light into its constituant wave-lengths, and
will take multi-colored light and, if they are the correct wave-lengths,
recombine them to make "white" light.

Christian Rohrmeier
chris@castlab.engr.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 20:20:58 GMT
From: polari!mzenier@sumax.seattleu.edu (Mark Zenier)
Subject: New book in Borderland/Bordertown series

There's a new book out in the punk rock/elfland fantasy series by Terri
Windling.  "Life on the Border".

Stories by Charles de Lint, Craig Shaw Gardner, Will Shetterly, etc.

From Tor with a July 1991 date.

(There's a mention of "Elsewhere" by Will Shetterly that's a novel in the
same setting.  Is this available yet?)

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.uucp
mzenier@polari.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 22:54:44 GMT
From: wangc@cpsc.ucalgary.ca (wangc)
Subject: Re: CHUNG KUO - the Middle Kingdom (long)

Like many others, I thought that a book about the China in the future
would likely be an interesting thing.  Further, due to peculiarities
(or problems 8) with my mental processes, I probably would have
purchased all 7 in the series before sitting down to read them.  a
review (from the magazine _Foundation: The Review of Science Fiction_,
"Chung Kuo Book One: The Middle Kingdom" reviewed by David V. Barrett,
#46, Autumn 1989, pp 85-88) saved me from such a terrible fate. 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 03:52:09 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Womack

> Are Womack's novels "Terraplane", "Heathern", and "Ambient" part of a
> single storyline? Are any subset of them? If so, in what order should
> they be read? 

Yes, they are part of the same -universe- or whatever.  Womack, homself,
addresses this issue at the end of _Heathern_.  He suggests the books be
read in the followinf order:

_Heathern_
_Ambient_
_Terraplane_.

Although, the stories read very well on thier own.

I also know of one Womack short story in May 91 OMNI that is not related to
his novels.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 18:34:59 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #234

>>Pournelle's latest Info-World column mentioned this book and "the
>>Niven/Pournelle Fallen Angels" (quoting from memory).  Hardcover, right ?
>
>Fallen Angels is now out in paperback (I just bought & got mine signed by
>Niven & Pournelle). I think it's a really fun read, although I'm sure that
>some people will dislike it, because its main elements are:

Is this _Fallen Angels_ in any way related to the "Falling Angels" of _The
Descent of Anansi_?  TDoA had a lot of promise as far as the premise it
layed out.  (A group of US Government employees form a private company in
space after the government decided to abandon their project and sell their
services to the highest bidder.)  I even liked the characters, which is to
be expected in a N/P collaboration, but the story just didn't go anywhere.
The company is almost destroyed on its first mission, and the book follows
along rather predictably as they attempt to save the mission.

The whole book seemed like it should have had about 20,000 words cut out of
it and made into Part I of a book that would go into the future of the
Falling Angel company.

Does _Fallen Angels_ fulfill my wish?

If not, somebody tell Niven & Pournelle that THE GAR is waiting for them to
take appropriate action on the Anansi setup.

Later.

Gary Warner
Samford University Computer Services

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 16:18:14 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #234

GLWARNER@samford.BITNET (THE GAR) writes:
>Is this _Fallen Angels_ in any way related to the "Falling Angels" of _The
>Descent of Anansi_?  [...] I even liked the characters, which is to be
>expected in a N/P collaboration, but the story just didn't go

The latter book is not a Niven/Pournell collaboration, it was by Niven and
Barnes. Fallen Angels is by Niven/Pournelle/Flynn.

>  (A group of US Government employees form a private company in space
>after the government decided to abandon their project and sell their
>services to the highest bidder.)

I don't much recall the plot of the Descent of Anansi, but based on this
description, no, there doesn't seem to be any connection whatsoever.  Even
if there were, it would be a completely trivial point of the book.  Fallen
Angels has space travel etc. as an important background element, but takes
place almost completely on Earth.

>Does _Fallen Angels_ fulfill my wish?

Apparently not.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 15:14:13 GMT
From: sakai@dylink.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Fallen Angels

I have just read "Fallen Angels".  It is quite fun to read it, maybe
especially for me; Japanese/Engineer/SF fan who can't understand actions of
radical environmentalists.  I love it!  Does anyone have opinions about
"Fallen Angels"?

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@rana.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 19:02:52 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Niven, Pournelle, et al.

Can you believe this?  The latest Niven/Pournelle collaboration is 6 bucks
for an ordinary paperback.  It is not a trade book or a hardback; it does
not appear to have anything special, except that it has 3 authors.  It is
not even specially long, perhaps 250 pages.

Well, they have priced themselves out of one purchase.  I checked the
grapes out in the store, and they look sour anyway.  Neat ideas with an
ice-age and 2 civilizations, one in habitats orbiting the Earth, the other
barely surviving on the cold Earth.  But the main story seems to be that 2
people from the orbiting civilization crash into the underground
civilization, and visit a science fiction convention, where everybody goes
"ooh--you are from outer space", so they collect a bunch of groupies.
Blah!

There was also a Nivenless Pournelle collaboration, a Falkenberg book for 5
bucks.  This is also probably not worth the price, because the last
Pournelle book which had the Spartan emperor was terrible.  Even 5 bucks
for an ordinary paperback is not worth the price.  Needless to say I have
not purchased this book either.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 19:11:42 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

sakai@dylink.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai) writes:
>I have just read "Fallen Angels".  It is quite fun to read it, maybe
>especially for me; Japanese/Engineer/SF fan who can't understand actions
>of radical environmentalists.  I love it!  Does anyone have opinions about
>"Fallen Angels"?

Actually I enjoyed it even though I *do* understand and sympathize (but not
*always* agree) with radical environmentalists. I could see the view
expressed on the subject in the book, though. I just don't believe that
environmentalism is going to be The Root Of All Evil.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 91 22:06:15 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Slow Glass pointer  / re: Richard Alpert query

alpert@cs.bu.edu (Richard Alpert) wrote:
> Can anyone give me a pointer to a story about a man who manufactures time
> delay glass, so that, for example, one may view yesterday's events today
> through a window of 1-day delay glass?
>
> Please reply by e-mail; I don't think everyone wants to know this.

    If they don't want to, they OUGHT TO... it's a minor conceptual
classic.  The concept was created by Robert Shaw, and I believe the first
story (an award-winner) in the series was "THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS," which
was first published in "ANALOG" in the late sixties.
    If you need the exact date, let us know; I have access to an index that
would list all the related stories, in "ANALOG," at least.

    Campbell stopped buying "SLOW GLASS" stories after someone pointed out
(wrongly) that the ultrasonic frequency used to destabilize/erase a pane of
slow glass would convert the glass to a bomb, when all that energy was
released.  Quite obviously, for story purposes, the "erasure" would simply
result in a randomization of the stored energy, with the result that
instead of yesterday, you'd see "white."
 
*grin*

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Asimov & Boulle & Brin & Burroughs &
                       Donaldson & Heinlein (3 msgs) & 
                       Merrill & Murphy (2 msgs) & Smith & 
                       Illuminatus (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: ayoung@vax.oxford.ac.uk
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!
Date: 25 Jun 91 21:14:46 GMT

hobbit@SHUM.HUJI.AC.IL (Yoav Gonen) writes:
[truncated somewhat]
> Enough with Asimov! After his last novel: "Prelude to Foundation" I've
> come to conclusion that Asimov has nothing to sell us anymore. Somehow he
> always wants to push the human-robot Danil to his books.  In "Prelude" it
> comes to absurd!  Stupid ending to what could have been his best novel.
> "I want More" - Come on! Believe me, the new book (if it is published)
> will be probably another stupid one, in which the hero (or his friend) is
> a robot like Danil who is protecting us from all evil.  In order to keep
> Asimov's good name, I'm calling him from here NOT to write any more
> books.

    I want to second this!  Is there anybody out there who thinks Asimov
has any good ideas left ?  His potty idea of tying up a heap of totally
unrelated novels is turning a set of individually good books into a dung
heap of over contrived silly plot devices.  Some of his "author's notes"
seem a trifle egotistical, and lead me to suspect it's his ego driving him
to combine everything into one grand `memorial' to his everlasting totally
awesome genius.  I wish he'd give it up and go back to writing decent
stand-alone novels with self-consistent plots.

Flame away Asimov fans!

Alan Young@uk.ac.ox.vax

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 19:53:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Pierre Boulle

In answer to cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca 's question about Pierre Boulle
and his SF books (sorry about a very late answer, I was out all week): yes,
he is definitely an author worth reading, and _Planet of Apes_, the movie,
even though it had its own qualities, - I am *not* speaking about its
sequels!, hardly does justice to his book.  In fact, the best movie
adaptation of one of his books is _Bridge on the Kwai River_ (not sure of
the wording here, I saw it more than 15 years ago), not SF at all.

To get back to the main question, I think one of his best books was
_Desperate Games_ (I do not know if the English translation is any good,
but it seems to be available in most good public libraries), and the
surprising aspect of his SF is how little it has aged: for any reader tired
of the mindless sex and violence of most of today's books and entertainment
in general, this is *the* book to read.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 20:32:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: David Brin's _Earth_

   I was thinking of reading _Earth_ the other day, but I'm in
environmental biology so I'm depressed as it is, and I've heard that
_Earth_ is all about greenhouse, global warming, and ozone depletion.  Is
this so?  I don't need to get any more depressed.
   BTW, James Burke, a telestronomer (;-) ) did a special, _After the
Warming_ (it took place in 2020, so technically it is sf).  In it he
mentioned some very reasonable ways to avoid cutting down on the amount of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.  DId anyone watch it and if so, what
did they think of Burke's conclusions?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 16:30:00 GMT
From: blanford@spf.trw.com (Ronald P. Blanford)
Subject: Re: Edgar Rice Burroughs' Carson of Venus Books

billw@emperor.scs.com (Bill Wright) writes:
>Could someone tell me how many books are in this series and in what order
>they are in.

Venus:
   Pirates of Venus
   Lost on Venus
   Carson of Venus
   Escape on Venus
   Wizard of Venus

Pellucidar:
   At the Earth's Core
   Pellucidar
   Tanar of Pellucidar
   Tarzan at the Earth's Core
   Back to the Stone Age
   Land of Terror
   Savage Pellucidar

Of the two series, I prefer Pellucidar.

Ron

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 14:33:16 GMT
From: measures@cse.uta.edu (Mark Measures)
Subject: Stephen Donaldson's Dedication

Yesterday I got Stephen Donaldson's new book "The Gap into Vision:
Forbidden Knowledge."  I opened the book to the dedication, and it is:

         TO COLIN BAKER
       Who knows how much
       good he's done me?

Is this the Dr. Who Colin Baker?  Any info would be appreciated.

Mark Measures

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 15:11:45 GMT
From: sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz (Sleeping Beagle)
Subject: Re: Heinlein, _IWFNE_ and order

jufier@daimi.aau.dk (Svend Jules Fjerdingstad) writes:
> awesley@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Anthony Wesley ) writes:
>>Are there any fans who think the later stuff, such of _NotB_, _JOB_ and
>>_TSBtS_ are better than _Starship Troopers_ and _The Moon is a Harsh
>>Mistress_?  No flames, please.  I'm just curious.
>
> Well, actually I enjoyed reading _JOB_ very much. I definitely think it's
> one of RAH's best novels - comparable to _The Moon is a Harsh Mistress_,
> also one of my favorites. I found _JOB_ to be a much more interesting
> read than several of his earlier works which were not very
> thought-provoking, although most of them were quite enjoyable.

Hmmm, it seems that those who like JOB also like 'The Moon is a Harsh
Mistress'.

Is there some connection here?

I liked both and also didn't like 'Number of the Beast'. My opinion on this
(and a few other of Heinlein's later stuff) was that any author who has to
make his characters meet to provide plot has run out of ideas.

The same applies to Isaac Asimov.

Thomas Farmer
+64-4-796306
sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 14:12:50 GMT
From: mau@alice.cselt.stet.it
Subject: _JOB_

I found too _Job_ well worth reading: indeed IMHO it can be compared with
his best works. The very trouble with Heinlein is that I like a lot his
writing style, so that I keep reading his latest works... :-)

Regards.

Mau

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 23:47:21 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Heinlein question

I have, for the first time, read Heinlein's Space Cadet.  I noticed that
the Patrol always adds four names to any role call (I know, it's a bit hard
to miss.  They make a real point of it.)  I know that Dahlquist is from the
story 'The Long Watch' which can be found in the The Past Into Tomorrow
collection.  Where might I be able to find the stories of Martin, Rivera
(sounds familiar), and Wheeler?

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 18:09:00 GMT
From: RLWILLIAMS@gallua.bitnet (ROBERT L WILLIAMS)
Subject: SF-13 Ed. by Judith Merrill

Hi,

   In answering a request for "Light of Other Days" by Bob Shaw, I found
myself re-reading an old anthology of best Science Fiction of the year.
This particular story was found in "SF-12."  I've always been a big fan of
her anthologies and have 1 - 12 plus one that is "Best of the Best" and one
other... I dimly remember an "SF-13" but inspite of my best efforts of
scrounging through Berkeley used book stores, I've never run across it and
now I'm beginning to doubt its existence.  Various sources give conflicting
advice.  I'm curious if anyone out there actually has a copy.  Then I'll
know whether it is worth while to keep up my quest.

Cheers.

Robert L. Williams

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 18:37:40 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Rachel in Love/Eva

Besides Judith Moffett's "Surviving," he might also be thinking of "Her
Furry Face," by Leigh Kennedy (I think).
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 16:03:15 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: EVA, ETC.

CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (Cynthia Teague) writes:
> I finally read Pat Murphy's "Rachel in Love" (1987) last night and was
> disturbed by its extreme similarity to Peter Dickinson's _Eva_ (1989).
> Briefly, and without major spoilers, both concern a scientist's daughter,
> fatally injured in a car accident, whose mind is superimposed on a
> chimpanzee's; in both cases, there is interaction between the human and
> chimp personalities.

I read _Eva_ recently, which was intended for the YA audience (YA for Young
Adult); I'll have to take a look at _Rachel_in_ Love_.  Hopefully, it be
more realistic than Dickinson's idea of the way an attractive 13-year-old
girl would react to finding herself in the body of an animal.  I had a
similar kind of problem with the ending of Allen's _Orphan_of_Creation_.
The writer obviously wanted to give us a woman who was strong, caring,
intelligent and the men (both family and colleagues) who take her seriously
(what a concept!) and he succeeded.  He even delivered a sharp kick at the
"spoiled-baby-prince" type and the women who encourage them, all without
laying blame on the doorstep of either gender.  Where he fell down was in
his understanding of how women view themselves reproductively.  Which was
the problem with _Eva_.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 13:19:18 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: George O. Smith

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>Stewart Crall, who obviously has good taste, said:
>*GRIN* glad you enjoyed it.  You might be interested to know it originally
>got printed in "ASTOUNDING" in the forties; that's nearly a fifty-year-old
>book you've got there.  I like it too; primarily because George O. Smith
>is a techie from the git-go, and loved screwing around with physics and
>electronics.  (He was mostly a communications engineer, and you can find a
>lot of that microcultural milieu transplanted into orbit in the "VENUS
>EQUILATERAL" stories.)
>
>   Look for a collection titled "THE COMPLETE VENUS EQUILATERAL," which
>includes two stories that weren't in the original collection.

Fair warning time. I read THE COMPLETE VENUS EQUILATERAL because it was
supposed to be good stuff from the golden years of ASTOUNDING. I hated it,
and the last half of the book was an unpleasant chore to read, so that I
could get on to something else. (I always pay authors the respect of
finishing a book, just in case...)  The VE stories have no wooden
characters, stupid dialogue, ridiculous plots, and obsolete technology.
Admittedly, the tech was probably really impressive when it was written
but, now it's painfully primitive. (It requires a huge installation in
space to man a communications relay platform that can do less than any of
the hundreds of satellite relays we have in Earth orbit now, for example.)
There was good stuff written Way Back Then (tm) that can survive the
obsolescence of its technology; VENUS EQUILATERAL is not it.

Please, no flames. These are all my opinions. Potter is clear example that
not everyone has to agree with me.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 07:47:40 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Re: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

O1DSH%AKRONVM@VM1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (David Heck) writes:
>About 1-2 years ago, I read the first 2 books of the second Illuminatus
>Trilogy and enjoyed it greatly.  I am trying to find the third book.

You and quite a few other people.  The last publisher was found with his
entrails thrown over his shoulder.  (Actually, this is hearsay, and may be
incorrect, but the same source put me onto the Harmonic Convergence.)
NATURE'S GOD has not yet been published, after a few false starts.

>(another book along the same lines although not as humourous: _Foucalt's
>Pendulum_ what are your opinions?)

I think it's strange to mention them in the same breath.  They are
enormously different books.

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 16:46:03 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

tim@hoptoad.UUCP (Tim Maroney) writes:
>You and quite a few other people.  The last publisher was found with his
>entrails thrown over his shoulder.  (Actually, this is hearsay, and may be
>incorrect, but the same source put me onto the Harmonic Convergence.)
>NATURE'S GOD has not yet been published, after a few false starts.

That's very odd.  I wonder what I read yesterday then - the cover claimed
that it was called NATURE'S GOD and that it was written by Robert Anton
Wilson.

(Given that the previous publisher was James Frenkel, he probably deserved
to have his entrails thrown over his shoulder, but the way I heard it he
was found drowned.  He was found suspended by a thick rope from a bridge,
hands tied behind his back, with his pockets full of bricks, so that the
rising tide had covered his face.

The police called it suicide, and (though those bricks are slightly
remniscent of the Masonic vows, and though it's a little difficult to work
out how he tied his own hands behind his back) I am certainly not inclined
to disagree.  I'm not stupid.

Anyway, this book that _purported_ to be NATURE'S GOD covers the period of
the American Revolution, during which Sigismundo Celine fights a spirit
battle with a medicine man named Miskasquamish; James Moon/Seamus Muadhen
becomes a Colonel in the American army of rebellion and Suffers Many
Things; and Lady Maria Babcock becomes a member of a "women's study group"
(read: surviving wiccan lodge/cabal/coven/whatever your prejudices want to
call such a group) and writes her infamous essay on the question Whether
God Hath a Willy?

All in all, much the same level of quality as the previous two - that is,
very funny but of dubious lasting value.  The author purporting to be
Robert Anton Wilson continues Wilson's practices of unveiling the
not-particularly-secret secrets of the secret societies and Teaching
Mystical Truths.  The section on Lady Maria's book, in particular, is a
Laff Riot.  Some of the segments on the atrocities of war are well-
researched and written.  The trial of a rape case (which radicalizes Lady
Maria) is quite powerful, and condemns today's treatment of rape victims
with the same silence that the "trial" of James Babcock's meteor in Volume
][ uses to condemn the modern pseudo-skeptics' "investigations" of alleged
paranormal phenomena[*].

But since Tim asserts that NATURE'S GOD has yet to be published, I know it
hasn't.  This book was clearly a fraud, placed at The Other Change of
Hobbit (on Channing Avenue below Telegraph, in Berkeley, California and
they do mail orders.)  *SOLELY* for the purpose of misleading people like
me.  The true Wilson novel of this title has undoubtedly been suppressed,
and will never appear.

Tim, you and I are in immediate danger for having discovered this.  Meet me
at the spot you know tonight at the Hour of the Lark.  WE MUST ESCAPE!

(Hey, I wrote a review:*)

[*] I would not want anyone to be misled by the above into thinking that I
am a wide-eyed believer in ESP, UFO, or the Paranormal Phenomenon of the
Month.  I am merely a genuine *skeptic* on the subject, who is distressed
at the way the word "skeptic" has been appropriated by people who are no
more skeptical on the subject than the Pope is about transubstantiation.
The "Skeptical Inquirer" would be better titled "The Devout Disbeliever."
A skeptic neither believes nor disbelieves until the evidence is
overwhelming.  An inquiry is only possible where both sides of a question
will be considered equally and without prejudgement.  And "scientific
inquiry" into anything, including "claims of the paranormal," can proceed
only among persons willing to examine the evidence rather than persecute
those who don't agree with them.
   The so-called researchers into so-called paranormal phenomena fall into
two groups: (1) those who already believe the phenomena are "real" (the
various New Age groups) and (2) those who already believe that they are
"not real" (e.g., CSICOP).  This is a scandal and a shame.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 18:12:01 GMT
From: bmo1@ra.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: Re: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

tim@hoptoad.uucp (Tim Maroney) writes:
>O1DSH%AKRONVM@VM1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (David Heck) writes:
>>About 1-2 years ago, I read the first 2 books of the second Illuminatus
>>Trilogy and enjoyed it greatly.  I am trying to find the third book.

It's called the "Historical Illuminatus Chronicles", actually.  The series
was written by Robert Anton Wilson and takes place long before the original
Illuminatus! trilogy.

>You and quite a few other people.  The last publisher was found with his
>entrails thrown over his shoulder.  (Actually, this is hearsay, and may be
>incorrect, but the same source put me onto the Harmonic Convergence.)
>NATURE'S GOD has not yet been published, after a few false starts.

Yes it has; came out just a few weeks ago from Roc (Penguin's new SF line).
The reason there have been so many "false starts" is that two different
publishers have gone out of business soon after releasing book two.  (Makes
you wonder if somebody wants something suppressed, doesn't it?)  Also, it's
not a trilogy; there are going to be four books.  The fourth one should be
out in a few months and is called THE WORLD DURNED UPSIDE DOWN (A reference
to the song played when the British surrendered at Yorktown).

>>(another book along the same lines although not as humourous:
>>_Foucalt's Pendulum_ what are your opinions?)
>
>I think it's strange to mention them in the same breath.  They are
>enormously different books.

Different style, yes.  Different author, yes.  Different events, yes.
Different subject, NO!  After all, they're both about conspiracies
involving ancient mystical societies.

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Adams & Illuminatus (3 msgs) & Chinese in SF &
                  Reviews & Request Answers (5 msgs) & 
                  Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 23:42:00 GMT
From: Gary_B_PHILLIPS@umail.umd.edu (gp17)
Subject: Adams

Ally writes:
>Has anyone heard anything about a new Hitchiker's book coming out?

I saw the Today show appearance she was talking about.  Adams was pushing a
travelogue (of sorts) that he had cowritten with an environmentalist who
specializes in endangered species (sorry, co-author and title have escaped
me) describing their travels to exotic places to view vanishing species.
At the end of the interview he mentioned his next project was to be another
Hitchiker novel.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 17:23:25 GMT
From: uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu (Void where prohibited by law.)
Subject: RE:  Historical Illuminatus, Eco

David Heck writes
>About 1-2 years ago, I read the first 2 books of the second Illuminatus
>Trilogy and enjoyed it greatly.  I am trying to find the third book.  The
>trilogy is a 'prequel' to the original Illuminatus trilogy set in
>17th/18th century Europe I think.  It was published by Baen, I believe,
>(can't recall).  One of the titles was _The Widow's Son_.
>
>Can anybody out there help me?

Actually the first two books were originally published by Bluejay, but they
went out of business before they could publish the third one.  This was
back about 1985 or so.  Then Lynx reissued the first two books but they
also went out of business before the third could be published.  This was
about 1987-88 or so.  Finally, the company publishing them currently (I
can't recall the name, sorry) came along and, seemingly immune to
bankruptcy, actually published the third book about a month ago.  It's
available at Border's, the local bookstore that carries *everything* but if
you're posting from Akron (that's how I read you path anyway) that's
probably too long a drive.  :-) It's disappointingly short but a must-have
if you've read the first two.  There was also a short story, some of which
appears in the third book, by Robert Wilson that appeared in Semiotext(e)
#14 which is probably still available from the publisher.

>  Also, has anyone else read this 2nd Illuminatus series and if so, what
>do you think of the effort?

I've read it.  I like it so far.  It's not as epic in scope as the original
Illuminatus trilogy but it's definitely top-notch Wilson.  Wilson's novels
all share similar characters and references to each other so the more you
read, the more fun they are.

Speaking of Wilson, does anyone know if his play Wilhelm Reich In Hell is
currently in production anywhere or soon to be in production anywhere?
Preferably anywhere near the Ann Arbor Michigan region...? :-) Having read
the script I'd *love* to see it on stage.

>(another book along the same lines although not as humourous: _Foucalt's
>Pendulum_ what are your opinions?)

Comparing Wilson to Eco is a little unfair really.  Their works have some
superficial similarities in terms of subject matter but that's about all
they share.  If I had to sum up Eco in one word I'd be torn between
"literary" and "erudite."  I can visualize Eco being taught by English
professors, a horrible fate which he really doesn't deserve.  Eco seems to
have near omniscient knowledge of *everything.* He ladles on so many
details on so many different subjects that the mind begins to reel from
trying to assimilate it all.  I read Wilson to be entertained and to have
my brain played with.  I read Eco to savor the experience and imagine that
I'm actually much smarter than I am.  :-) To sum up: I don't think they
really *can* be compared.  The experience of reading each is too different
to really provide much basis for comparision.

Stewart Tame
3123 Scenic Lake Dr. Bldg.11 Apt.7
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
uc112_424960@emunix.emich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 23:04:18 GMT
From: pwh@bradley.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman)
Subject: Re: 2nd Illuminatus Trilogy book request

bmo1@ra.MsState.Edu writes:
>Yes it has; came out just a few weeks ago from Roc (Penguin's new SF
>line).  The reason there have been so many "false starts" is that two
>different publishers have gone out of business soon after releasing book
>two.  (Makes you wonder if somebody wants something suppressed, doesn't
>it?)  Also, it's not a trilogy; there are going to be four books.  The
>fourth one should be out in a few months and is called THE WORLD DURNED
>UPSIDE DOWN (A reference to the song played when the British surrendered
>at Yorktown).

I'm sure I'm going to look like a crackpot, but when book two was published
by the previous publisher there was some discussion of this.  All were
certain it was a trilogy.  *I* swear I saw a Penguin trade paperback (large
format) of VOLUME 5 some years ago.

I am willing to bet that it goes to 5 volumes, at least.

Don't know if that's good or bad.  Judging from this latest though, I have
yet to be seriously disappointed.

Pete Hartman
Bradley University
pwh@bradley.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 21:55:16 GMT
From: "Paul A. Fischer <paul@earthpig.bohdan.com>
Subject: Iluminatus Trilogy

I read the original Illuminatus Trilogy several years ago and really
enjoyed it.  There was one part in particular that I remember as being
particularly funny.  Hagbard Celine trained some Minor (sp) birds to say
"Here Kitty Kitty" an let them loose in cental park, NYC.  This even is
covered from the view of a newspaper reporter (I believe).  Can anyone tell
me where I might find these passages in the trilogy (Book, Chapter, Page).
I have looked, but I never have time to re-read it.

Paul A. Fischer
UNIX Systems Engineer
Bohdan Associates Inc.
(301) 259-2965
uunet!bohdan!paul
paul@bohdan.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 15:26:02 GMT
From: wangc@cpsc.ucalgary.ca (wangc)
Subject: Chinese in SF/F

[fragment of a review vilifying "Chung Guo" deleted]

665instr@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Ian) writes:

>That's too bad about that book. Recently, I read a good story centering
>around Chinese characters in the future.
>
>It's called "Gloriously Bright" and was written by Orson Scott Card, and
>published as a novel in the "Special Double Aniversary Issue" of Analog,
>January 1991.

>It is set in Card's "Enders Game" universe, and is about a man named Han
>Fei-tzu (named after the philosopher) and his daughter Qing-jiao (i.e.,
>"Gloriously Bright") who was named after a poet. I found it fascinating.
>The Starways Congress would employ these really bright Chinese
>intellectuals from the Confucianist planet, Path, to solve their problems.
>These people were the "godspoken" - an aristrocratic high class who are
>incredibly intelligent, and are identified by compulsive-obsessive-like
>behaviour when "the gods command them".

I read this story as well (and have read both of the Ender books) and liked
it, but something about it did not ring true either as a Chinese story or
Chinese characters.  I've read books ranging from Steve Brust's "Cowboy
Feng's Bar and Grill" (intergalactic?) to a recent publication by Sean
Russell "Brother Initiate" (Part one, a thinly disguised Chinese-ish
society with mostly Japanese-ish names about ancient "Wa" and monks with
mystical powers).  And they usually miss the mark somewhere in
characterization or story ("Brother Initiate", for one will have a very
un-Chinese mildly contrived happy ending a few volumes down the line.
Spoilers available thru email on request).

I freely admit that it may be prejudice that makes me say, the only sf/f
type story that I have read that really feels Chinese with Chinese
characters was "The Fairy of Ku-She" (sp?) by M. Lucie Chin, although a
close second was "The Devil Wives of *" (Li Fong??) by an author with a
non-Chinese name that I have totally forgotten (Lawrence H*?).

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:16:25 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

I've been busy with my *own* book for months now, but I'm finally out from
under and Raymond's Reviews will start appearing regularly once again but,
mostly short takes until I catch up.  This is December releases #1.

Title:     Voyage of the Star Wolf
By:        David Gerrold
Publisher: Bantam Spectra (November 1991)
Format:    pb, 276pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-553-26466-4

   You won't believe this novel for a second, but you may enjoy it anyhow.
Gerrold mixes old-fashioned space opera with New Age psychobabble, adds a
healthy dose of SFnal in-jokes and punning references, and the result is a
bizarre but zesty concoction that's either the stupidest novel of his
career or a colossal joke.  *You* be the judge...

Title:     Christmas on Ganymede
By:        Martin H. Greenberg (ed.)
Publisher: Avon (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 243pp, $3.50
ISBN:      0-380-76203-X

   This theme anthology of Christmas stories is decidedly uneven.  There's
good new stuff by Michael Swanwick and Gene Wolfe and good old stuff by
Poul Anderson and Gordon Dickson, but also a couple of items of new-Wavish
unpleasantness by Jack McDevitt and Connie Willis and Barry Malzberg, and a
lot of so-so older material from the magazines.  Overall I wouldn't
recommend paying cover price for it, but if you're curious about the
variety of approaches SF has taken to a mythos that doesn't connect to it
very well you might want to pick it up used.

Title:     Chronosequence
By:        Hilbert Schenk
Publisher: TOR (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 314pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-812-50320-1

   Hilbert Schenk is a strange but gifted writer, a sort of SFnal Herman
Mellvile who continually reworks the matter of his obsessions into weird
but gripping narratives.  His obsessions?  The sea, as seen by the
seafarers of New England.  Sacred places.  The power of memory.  Mysticism.
Sex.  Transcendence.  And here they are again in a tale of contact with an
alien Visitor awaiting an unguessable destiny beneath the wave-wracked sand
of Muskeget Island.  The result is like new changes rung on a familiar
carillon - never greatly surprising but, rewarding in its own weird way.

Title:     Crystal Express
By:        Bruce Sterling
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (December 1990)
Format:    pp, 278pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-441-12423-2

   This is an anthology of short stories first published in the magazines
between '84 and '87.  Seriously good and brain-bending stuff by the high
priest and propagandist of cyberpunk.  Enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 12:34:25 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: "Can These Bones Live" (was: Yes, another name that story...)

sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones) said:
> I'm looking for a short story. I remember it ended with the quote: "Shall
> these bones walk? Father, thou knowest."  and included this amoral alien
> race with the power of resurrection that has a habit of finding dead
> races, raising one random member and seeing if it can convince them to
> raise the rest.

I think you've got the closing quote slightly garbled, but I don't have a
copy handy to check against as I type this.  Anyway, the short story is
"Can These Bones Live?" by Ted Reynolds.  It originally appeared in the
March 1979 issue of Analog, and has been reprinted in _The 1980 Annual
World's Best SF_ (Donald A. Wollheim, ed.) and _The Analog Anthology #1_
(Stanley Schmidt, ed.).

An excellent story, by the way, and I _think_ it was a Hugo nominee.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 20:18:45 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: slow glass

The idea for slow glass, that light patterns from anything which has ever
happened can be reconstructed so that you can view events which happened
long ago, reminds me of "Before the Dawn" by John Taine.

In this book, somebody builds a device which views some dinosaurs.  It then
becomes the dialog of a nature show - a very nonstandard format for a hard
science fiction novel.  The principle of the device is described in detail,
and it sounds exactly like slow glass.

(John Taine is an incredibly readable writer, with a nice sense of humor
about scientific theories.)

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:10:35 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: slow glass

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The idea for slow glass, that light patterns from anything which has ever
>happened can be reconstructed so that you can view events which happened
>long ago, reminds me of "Before the Dawn" by John Taine.

That's not the idea for slow glass as I remember it.  Slow glass worked, if
I'm recalling correctly, by having lots of subatomic twisty-thingies (tm)
so that light took an extremely long time to travel through it.  In effect,
space within the glass was all twisted so that the geodesics within it were
much longer than the apparent thickness of the glass.  Is this something
like the idea, or am I twisting things myself?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 14:13:07 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: pointer/reference sought

Richard Alpert writes:
>Can anyone give me a pointer to a story...time delay glass...

This sounds like something called "slow glass" that I seem to recall
playing a part in one or more stories.  I don't recall the title(s) or the
author (sorry...), but I thought that the way it worked was that you
exposed a pane of this "slow glass" to a scene for a period of time
(months, years??) and at some point it would begin to "play back" the
scene.  The gimmick was to expose a piece of it to, say, a view of Yosemite
for ten years, and at the end of that time sell it for an exorbitant amount
to someone like a New York City apartment dweller who would then install it
in his living room and have a view of Yosemite out his window which would
change with the seasons and everything else - just like a real view.  At
least this is what I remember of the story - maybe I'm just dreaming this
up.  Anyone else remember "slow glass" ?

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 12:08:18 GMT
From: sm@vg.ph.man.ac.uk (Steve Mowbray)
Subject: Re: pointer/reference sought

twschie@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu (Tom Schiebel) writes:
> The story is "Light of Other Days" by Bob Shaw, if my memory serves me.
> It was published originally in Analog where I first read it, and has been
> collected in many books since. It was expanded into a novel...

The fix-up "novel" is called _Other Days, Other Eyes_. Don't know whether
it's in print at the moment, though.

Steve Mowbray
Physics Department
University of Manchester, U.K.
Janet : sm@uk.ac.man.ph.vg or sm@uk.ac.man.ph.g2       
Internet : sm%vg.ph.man.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk       

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:23:00 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.bitnet
Subject: Request

   I heard about a Dilbia short story, "Law-Twisting Shorty" and I was
wondering a) if it had been collected yet and b) where it first appeared,
and when.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 07:43:45 GMT
From: apm935b@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
Subject: Title and Author wanted

Help wanted.
 Could some kind soul supply the title/author of a short story I read
several years ago and haven't been able to find since:
 The plot essentialy revolved about someone translating "I'll be a pie-eyed
emu" into mathematical notation and mistaking it for a fundamental physical
law.

 Please email any replies as I very seldom read this newsgroup.
 Thanks in advance.

apm935b@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 20:56:06 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: And yet another book request..Invisible Man??

Several years ago I read a brand new paperback (I suspect it had not
previously appeared in hardback) which I subsequently lent to my sister who
passed it along (last time I made that mistake).

The book came out in about 1988, and was about a journalist from NYC who
happened to be visiting a research facility when an explosion occurred and
it somehow rendered him invisible.  (There was also a cat rendered
invisible) The rest of the book concerned his escapades trying to keep out
of the clutch of the federal govt/defense dept., who naturally want to
vivisect him to figure out how to repeat the results.  When he eats
something, it is visible until fully absorbed by his digestive system (a
doubtlessly rather revolting process to observe.)

I could have sworn this book was entitled "The Invisible Man" but Books in
Print doesn't list anything recently published under that title (other than
reprints of H.G. Wells' classic).  Searches of used book stores have failed
to turn up anything along these lines.

Has anyone else read this book, or did it exist only in my imagination?
What is the author/title???

Thanks in advance!!

UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Caidin (2 msgs) & Eco & Comics (4 msgs) &
                     Reviews & Cyberpunk Authors (4 msgs) &
                     Human/Chimpanzee Stories & New Books &
                     Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 91 22:36:32 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Ami Silberman, *MISTAKE*

silber@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Ami A. Silberman) wrote:
> cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
> << cottreauti's request for info on Boulle deleted >>
>
> He wrote quite a few books.  The only other two that I remember are
> "Marooned in Orbit", which was the book the film was based on (Martin
> Caiden (I think) wrote a novelization of the film), and the one whose
> title I never remember but that involves the Virgin Mary coming back to
> Earth and becoming the President of France.

  Ami, to the best of my knowledge, Martin Caidin created "MAROONED"
entirely out of his own head, and owes no nods to *ANY*dang one for the
plot or the book.  CAIDIN'S book was used as the source for the screenplay,
which was hardware-updated at the time of the movie.
  Caidin was so pleased with the excellent research and updating that he
declined to have his original republished at the time of the movie, and
rewrote it to use then-current hardware.  In other words, (A) Caidin wrote
"MAROONED."  (B) Screenplay was written by another guy (whose name I
*SHOULD* know!)  (C) Caidin RE-wrote his original book for the
simultaneous-with-movie re-release. 
 
I should add that Caidin did acknowledge a good many helpful folks in the
forwards to both books, and paid particular attention to the guys in Cape
Canaveral's computer ballistics department, who helped him model-run his
proposed orbits, approaches, and transfers, to make sure they were within
the capabilities of the hardware he specified in the book.

"MAROONED" was *SCIENCE* fiction, and owes nothing to any Frog fantasist.
It was also some of the last SF Caidin wrote, since he switched to techoid
fantasy shortly thereafter.  (Example: the ultra-high r.p.m cylindrical
flywheels in Steve Austin's arm motors seem to have *no* gyroscopic effect
when he moves his arms... I wrote Caidin a letter about that, back when
"CYBORG" was still in hardback, but I think he was too busy counting his
money to answer.  *GRIN*)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 19:31:56 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: "MAROONED" / M. Caidin / follow-up

In further reference to Ami Silberman's comments on "MAROONED:"

   I Just found a copy of "MAROONED" published in '69; this is the
post-movie version, which includes work of Mayo Simon, the screenwriter
who'd updated the 1963 book on which the movie was based.
   According to Caidin's introduction, the original book was based on the
MERCURY and VOSTOK systems.  (In the second page of the intro, Caidin
mentions that Wally Schirra claims he was able to find only one technical
flaw in the entire original novel, but Schirra refuses to divulge it, on
the grounds that it keeps him one up on Caidin.)
   Caidin primarily credits Thomas F. Heinsheimer, who worked on the Apollo
Guidance design team at M.I.T., for help in orbital and system verification
via computer modelling.
   The '69 version of the book was completely rewritten to match Mayo
Simon's screenplay update, and used APOLLO, SOYUZ, and the X-RV design as
systems.
    Highly recommended for anyone who wants a highly accurate novel,
written and verified by men who were actually involved in the U.S. space
program at the time.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 19:58:26 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Historical Illuminatus, Eco

uc112_424960@EMUNIX.EMICH.EDU writes:
> Comparing Wilson to Eco is a little unfair really.  Their works have some
> superficial similarities in terms of subject matter but that's about all
> they share.  If I had to sum up Eco in one word I'd be torn between
> "literary" and "erudite."  I can visualize Eco being taught by English
> professors, a horrible fate which he really doesn't deserve.  Eco seems
> to have near omniscient knowledge of *everything.* He ladles on so many
> details on so many different subjects that the mind begins to reel from
> trying to assimilate it all.

I enjoyed "Foucoult's Pendulum" in a big way.  I couldn't believe, before I
started, that I would read it all, but I couldn't put it down.  I only have
one problem - my classical education doesn't allow me to know how much of
his "references" are real (in which case he might have discovered something
since it all seems to fit together so well) and how much is made up.

He refers to dozens of manuscripts, events, people, organizations - who
knows what's real and what's fantasy.  He opens a paragraph with a long
German or Latin entry which is referenced to "Comte Albert Von Shissel -
Manuscripto de Templars Histoire - 1857" (I made that up incidentally), and
I have no real way of knowing (without a lot of research) whether there
ever was such a person, or if he ever wrote such a manuscript.

If they ever some out with an "annotated" version, I'll probably buy it.

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 22:53:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: KidEternity, other comics

I recently re-discovered comic books and ran out to buy "KidEternity" by DC
after reading a little about it in "Comics Scene."  The artwork in this
book is truly amazing, the writing imaginative, and the overall concept is
impressive.

I've also caught "Mutant Fever" with the changes happening in X-Men et al.
and thanks to recommendations on the net, I've taken an interest in "The
Sandman."

However "KidEternity" is my favorite.  Is this character a spin-off from
another book?  Does anyone know when the 3rd and last issue will be
released?  Are there plans to give this character a continuing series?  I
certainly hope so.

Thanks for any info.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 16:54:11 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Comics/SF (was: KidEternity, other comics)

   First to the guy who asked about Kid Eternity; the character is named
after, but has NO similarities to a far simpler more innocent one from the
40's. The original Kid Eternity was loosely associated with Captain Marvel.
   As for the subject of comics and sf/fantasy... There are lots of great
comics/graphic novels that are not just the super-hero slugfests.  Some
notable ones include:
   Adaptations of many works: The Hobbit, Myth Adventures, Thieves' World,
The Vampire Lestat, Dragonflight, Wildcards (uses the characters, but not
the plots from the books) and others. DC also is working on an adaptation
of Nine Princes in Amber. I'd particularly recommend The Hobbit.
   Other gaphic novels of interest:
   Sandman: The Doll's House. Great stuff, but a tad difficult to just jump
into the monthly comic. Two other graphic novels due in the next year.
   Black Orchid. Out soon. Gorgeous art.
   Elfquest. 7 books at last count.
   The Return of Mister X. Hard to find but well worth it. It introduces
the "science" of psychestructure - that a city's architecture affects the
mind, and everyone in Radiant City is being driven insane.
   A Distant Soil. Starting publication again.
   Nexus and The Next Nexus.
   Cerebus, etc. Expensive, and the "phone books" tend to come apart
sometimes, but great stories.
   All of the above have imaginative writing and great illustrating.
Without fail. Check some out a a comics store near you.

Jonah Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 91 19:26:13 GMT
From: klw30@duts.ccc.amdahl.com (Karen Williams)
Subject: Re: KidEternity, other comics

A comic that would appeal to "hard-sf" readers is 2001 NIGHTS, which
contain stories (the "nights" of the title) about early interplanetary
flight, then interstellar flight and colonization of planets. It's very
well-drawn, with realistic-looking spacecraft and people. 2001 NIGHTS is
available at your local comic book store, and won't be found on newstand
racks.

Karen Williams
klw30@duts.ccc.amdahl.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 16:24:01 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu
Subject: Re: Comics/SF (was: KidEternity, other comics)

To the best of my memory (I'm at work and thus don't have access to my
library):

A GIFT FROM EARTH (novel)
WORLD OF PTAAVS (novel)
NEUTRON STAR (anth.)
RINGWORLD
RINGWORLD ENGINEERS
TALES OF KNOWN SPACE (anth.)
THE LONG ARM OF GIL HAMILTON (anth.)
MAN-KZIN WARS Vol.I-IV (anth.)

There's another explicit KS-only anthology whose cover I can visualize but
whose name escapes me, as well as a couple of anthologies which contain KS
stories but others as well (ALL THE MYRIAD WAYS and N-SPACE come to mind).

I don't warrant that these are _all_ of them by any means, but it's a
start!

INTERNET:h.modell@ieee.org
UUCP:uw-beaver!bcsaic!apal!howie

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:18:36 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

This is December releases #2.

Title:     Secrets of Power I: Never Deal with a Dragon
By:        Robert M. Charrette
Publisher: ROC (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 377pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-451-45078-7

   This novelization set in the universe of FASA's `Shadowrun' role-playing
game ought to have been complete and irredeemable crap, as such spinoffs
usually are.  It isn't, which is both a pleasant surprise and no small
comment on Robert Charrette's ability as a writer.  The characters are well
enough drawn and the world sufficiently interesting to raise it at least to
the level of decent pulp fiction.  Kick back with a tall cool one and
enjoy.

Title:     A Man of his Word part I: The Magic Casement
By:        Dave Duncan
Publisher: DelRey (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 307pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-345-36628-X

   Dave Duncan proves yet again that, yes, a retired petroleum geologist in
his 50s *can* write rings around most of the earnest young humanities
majors who think they've got Life As A Writer planned before they've seen
any of it.  This book is original, affecting, and *wise*.  Buy it and
enjoy.

Title:     Clarke County, Space
By:        Allen Steele
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 231pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-441-11044-4

   This book has some good moments, but not nearly enough of them.  The
predictable intrigue-and-terrorism-on-the-High-Frontier plot isn't quite
redeemed by the writing (competent) the characters (including one marvelous
study of an obsessive Jewish assassin who calls himself The Golem) or the
jokes (there are some decent bits about the "Church of Elvis").  Oh well,
maybe he'll do better next time.

Title:     Zone Yellow
By:        Keith Laumer
Publisher: Baen Books (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 247pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-671-72028-7

   Keith Laumer has produced some good work in the past, but this book is
wretched, boring crap.  Time Agent Brion Bayard takes on a race of sentient
but conveniently stupid rat-men.  Ooo.  They eat people.  Ooo.  Can he save
the Multiverse?  Ooo. How hard can I bounce this off the wall?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 03:18:46 GMT
From: bbs.draco@spies.com (Dan A.)
Subject: Re: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

> Anyone recommend any other authors like Gibson?

  Also look for stuff by Marc Laidlaw.  I just read '400 Boys' and it's
_very_ Gibsonesque.  Love it.  It's in Mirrorshades, an anthalogy by Bruce
Sperling- which also has some other good stuff/mediochre stuff/crap
(IMHO)...  But '400 Boys' is top-notch.

Dan A. 
bbs.draco@spies.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 14:02:36 GMT
From: wyle@nessie.cs.id.ethz.ch (Mitchell Wyle)
Subject: Re: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

bbs.draco@spies.com (Dan A.) comments:
>  Also look for stuff by Marc Laidlaw. I just read '400 Boys' and it's
>_very_ Gibsonesque.  Love it.  It's in Mirrorshades, an anthalogy by Bruce
>Sperling- which also has some other good stuff/mediochre stuff/crap

Which aspects of Gibson are you (Mike) after?  If you want a different, but
just as interesting vision of the nets, check out _Ender's_Game_ Orson
Scott Card.

If you want techno-ninja action, shoot-em up army battles then Pournelle's
latest political lecture _Go_Tell_The_Spartans_ has some interesting
scenes.  The political rhetoric was boring, but you can skip that and get
to the action scenes.

I liked the stories Pournelle did in Niven's "The Man - Kzinti Wars."
Volumes II and III have great stories by Pournelle.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 18:23:30 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

I once heard it said (though I'm not sure I believe it) that Gibson went to
see _Bladerunner_ (based on PK Dick's _Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?_) while he was working on Neuromancer, but walked out because it
showed a world that was too much like what he was trying to achieve.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 18:19:36 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Gibson or other cyberpunk authors

> Anyone recommend any other authors like Gibson?

Raymond Chandler.

Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 21:26:32 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Re: human/chimpanzee stories

The alluded-to plethora of human/chimpanzee stories may have come from one
of two sources:

1) I recently learned in something i was reading, that human and chimpanzee
genetics(?) are 98% similar.  Reference eludes me.

2) Not too many years ago, it was noted that chimpanzees (and some species
of gorillas) could learn to communicate in international sign language.
That sure sounds like a stepping-off point for extrapolating putting the
mind of a human into the body of a chimp.  And I tend not to be very
creative, so imagine (or reread) what your favorite author could do with
that little concept...{8-]

3) There have been a number of transplant and other medical cross species
experiments going on for many years.  Ideas tend to germinate in many
different places at the same time.  Something in the air or water supply,
no doubt.  Couldn't be esp...

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 12:45:41 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Fresh paperbacks: Pratchett, McCollum

Spotted: a copy of Pratchett's Guards! Guards! on the shelves, U.S.
printing dated July 91.  I read the British ppb. a few months ago.  Good
stuff.

Also seen: Clouds of Saturn, by McCollum (for those who asked if he had
written anything lately).  Seems to be about cities in f(l)ight (sorry ;-),
that is, flying cities on Saturn, getting into a war.

Now: where's the blasted Niven/Pournelle Fallen Angels paperback. ?  People
from Boston and Berkeley have had it for some two weeks now, and I can't
seem to find a copy in Pittsburgh, at least not in my usual haunts.  What
gives ?

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 19:06:30 GMT
From: JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Jeff Tucker)
Subject: question?

Who wrote the story or came up with the basis for the "Terminator" I
believe it was Harlan Ellison?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:53:19 GMT
From: JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Jeff Tucker)
Subject: question?

Can anyone tell the title of a sci-fi novel with the word "killdozer" in
it?  I believe a rock group named themselves after it in the way some did
of W.S. Burrough's things!

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 91 17:13:38 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: THE BEST: your opinions on sf/f novels

Hi, I am a sci-fiction/fantasy fiend. I have over 100 hundred hard-covers,
and about 150 paperbacks of just science-fiction/fantasy.  The major
authors I have are:

   Douglas Adams
   Piers Anthony
   Isaac Asimov
   Robert Lynn Asprin
   Terry Brooks
   Arthur C. Clark
   Stephen R. Donaldson
   David Eddings
   Ursula Le Guin
   Anne McCaffrey
   Dennis McKiernan
   Michael Moorcock
   Christopher Stasheff
   J.R.R Tolkien
   Roger Zelazny

Most of the big name sci-fi authors to hit the book stands, basically.  I
was wondering, has anyone read any other authors that they would consider
outstanding in either the genre of fantasy or sci-fi. Some authors that I
have heard good things about, but have had limited exposure to, are
Vonnegut, Bradbury, Heinlein, Card, and Herbert (author of the Dune
series).  Also, I would be interested to know of outstanding SERIES or
individual books you have read in either of these genres, including series
by the author's above.

Thanks in advance. This should stir up some interesting discussion, I hope.

Erik Currin           
W.P.I  Box 817        
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609-2280           
kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu           
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